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City  Point,  Ya.,  January  1,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5 p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

I sent  instructions  to  SLerman  which  advised  that  Foster  should 
organize  all  the  colored  troops  he  could  for  his  department.  Negroes 
here  would  return  white  troops  to  their  regiments,  but  you  may  direct 
General  Meigs  to  send  orders  to  Captain  Strang  to  return  without 
them.  Please  also  instruct  Sherman  and  Foster  to  retain  all  negroes 
South  until  the  return  of  warm  weather. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  by  Halleck  to  Meigs.) 


Headquaeteus  of  the  Army, 
Washington.)  January  1,  1865.  (Received  12th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Savannah)  Ga. : 

My  Dear  General:  Your  letter  of  December  24  is  received,!  and 
I have  just  shown  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  expressed  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  reading  it.  Your  anticipations  in  regard 
to  the  Wilmington  expedition  have  proved  so  correct  that  your  reputa- 
tion as  a prophet  may  soon  equal  that  as  a general.  Thank  God,  I had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  except  to  express  the  oiiinion  that  Butler’s  tor- 
pedo ship  would  have  about  as  much  effect  on  the  forts  as  if  he  should 

at  them.  I said  about  the  same  thing  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

and  General  Grant  before  they  consented  to  it.  You  ask  me  to  criticise 
your  plan  of  future  operations.  I fully  agree  with  you  that  a central 
line  on  Brauchville  and  Columbia  offers  more  advantages  than  one  on 
either  Augusta  or  Charleston.  The  destruction  of  railroads  and  sup- 


^ For  Correspondence,  etc.,  from  March  24, 1865,  to  Jun(5  30,  1865,  see  Fart  III.  The 
Correspondence,  etc.,  relatin'^  to  operations  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  from  Janu- 
ary 1 to  31, 1865,  is  embraced  in  Yol.  XL  VI,  Part  II. 
tSee  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  798. 
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plies  in  South  Carolina  will  do  the  enemy  more  harm  than  the  capture 
of  either  or  both  of  those  cities.  They  can  be  left  for  a backhanded 
blow.  I have  no  doubt  that  you  can  supply  your  army  in  the  country 
from  Savannah  to  Kaleigh;  but  if  you  should  have  much  fighting  you 
may  want  ammunition.  If  so,  you  must  make  for  the  coast  and  notify 
us  through  Savannah  or  New  Berne  to  meet  you.  We,  however,  shall 
probably  first  hear  of  your  movements  through  the  rebel  newspapers, 
as  before. 

Wilmington,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a much  greater  prize  than 
Charleston.  If  you  can  lay  waste  the  interior  of  South  Carolina  and 
destroy  the  railroads  Charleston  must  be  abandoned  by  all  except  a 
small  garrison.  I hope  you  may  be  able  to  start  early  and  move  rapidly, 
for  quick  and  rapid  blows  will  now  be  most  effective. 

Thomas  has  done  well  against  Hood,  but  he  is  too  slow  for  an  effect- 
ive pursuit.  Moreover,  he  will  not  live  on  the  enemy.  He  himself  is 
entirely  opposed  to  a winter  campaign,  and  is  already  speaking  of  recruit- 
ing his  army  for  spring  operations.  I have,  therefore,  urged  General 
Grant  to  send  Schofield  and  A.  J.  Smith  to  re-enforce  Canby  at  Mobile 
and  move  uj)  the  Alabama  Eiver  to  Selma  and  Montgomery,  destroy- 
ing all  the  enemy’s  manufactories  and  supplies  on  that  line.  Thomas, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  can  easily  defend  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee against  any  new  raid  that  Jeff.  Davis  may  plan  in  that  direction. 

It  is  useless  talking  about  putting  any  of  our  armies  into  winter 
quarters.  It  is  not  necessary,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
will  not  permit  it.  Those  troops  not  required  for  defense  must  move 
into  the  enemy’s  country  and  live  on  it.  There  is  no  alternative ; it 
must  be  done. 

Wishing  you  a happy  New  Year  and  successful  campaign,  I am, 
Yours,  truly. 


H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  1,  1865, 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Quartermaster,  Savannah,  Ga.: 

General  : The  general-in-chief  directs  that  hereafter  transportation 
to  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort  be  furnished  without  further  orders  to 
all  colored  men  who  desire  to  enlist  in  the  regiments  organizing  at 
those  points;  care  being  taken,  however,  that  none  are  so  transported 
except  at  their  own  request. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfullj^,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  1,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 
General  : I regret  exceedingly  to  trouble  you,  but  I wish  you  to 
know  the  exact  state  of  things.  It  is  reported  to  me  by  Major-General 
Osterhaus  that  his  artillery  horses  are  dying  at  the  picket  rope  of 
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actual  starvation,  and  other  officers  report  that  public  and  private 
horses  of  the  command  are  without  forage.  Must  this  be  allowed 
when  forage  is  within  six  miles  of  us?  Is  there  no  possible  expedient 
we  can  resort  to  in  order  to  get  a supply?  Are  there  no  inlets  where 
we  can  land  forage?  Are  there  no  flats  nor  small  boats  in  which  we 
can  bring  grain  ashore?  Be  assured,  general,  that  my  officers  and 
men,  and  myself,  are  at  your  service  willing  to  work  night  and  day.  I 
am  held  responsible  by  my  command  for  these  things ; my  only  alter- 
native is  to  apply  to  you.  I do  not  wish  to  oppose  you,  but  to  assist 
you  in  every  way  in  my  power. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah j Oa.,  January  I,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
the  steamer  Planter  will  be  assigned  for  the  transportation  of  your 
division  to-morrow.  He  wishes  the  balance  of  your  command  pushed 
over  in  the  boats  to-morrow  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DEGHEBT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Savannah^  January  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington.,  D.  C. . 

Sir:  I have  just  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  a copy  of 
that  part  of  your  telegram*  to  him  of  26th  December,  relating  to  cotton, 
a copy  of  which  has  been  immediately  furnished  to  General  Easton,  my 
chief  cpiartermaster,  who  will  be  strictly  governed  by  it.  I had  already 
been  approached  by  all  the  consuls  and  half  the  x^eople  of  Savannah  on 
this  cotton  question,  and  my  invariable  answer  has  been  that  all  the 
cotton  in  Savannah  was  prize  of  war  and  belonged  to  the  United  States, 
and  nobody  should  recover  a bale  of  it  with  my  consent,  and  that  as 
cotton  had  been  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  war  it  should  help  to 
l)ay  its  exj^enses;  that  all  cotton  became  tainted  with  treason  from  the 
hour  the  flrst  act  of  hostility  was  committed  against  the  United  States, 
sometime  in  December,  1860,  and  that  no  bill  of  sale  subsequent  to 
that  date  could  convey  title.  My  orders  were  that  an  officer  of  the 
Quartermasters  Department,  ‘U.  S.  Army,  might  furnish  the  holder, 
agent,  or  attorney  a mere  certificate  of  the  fact  of  seizure,  with  descriji- 
tion  of  the  bales,  marks,  &c.,  the  cotton  then  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  be  shipped  to  New  York  for  sale. 
But  since  the  receipt  of  your  disj^atch  I have  ordered  General  Easton 
to  make  the  shipment  himself  to  the  quartermaster  at  Kew  York,  where 
you  can  dis])ose  of  it  at  pleasure.  I do  not  think  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ought  to  bother  itself  Avith  the  i)rizes  or  captures  of  war. 


See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  809. 
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Mr.  Barclay,  former  consul  at  New  York,  representing  Mr.  Moli- 
neux,  formerly  consul  liere  but  absent  since  a long  time,  called  on  me 
in  person  with  reference  to  cotton  claimed  by  English  subjects.  He 
seemed  amazed  when  I told  him  1 should  pay  no  respect  to  consular 
certificates,  and  that  in  no  event  would  I treat  au  English  subject  with 
more  favor  than  one  of  our  own  deluded  citizens,  and  that  for  my  part 
I was  unwilling  to  fight  for  cotton  for  the  benefit  of  Englishmen  openly 
engaged  in  smuggling  arms  and  instruments  of  war  to  kill  us;  that  on 
the  contrary  it  would  afford  me  great  satisfaction  to  conduct  my  army 
to  Nassau  and  wipe  out  that  nest  of  pirates.  I explained  to  him,  how- 
ever, that  I was  not  a diplomatic  agent  of  the  General  Government  of 
the  United  States,  but  that  my  opinion,  so  frankly  expressed,  was  that 
of  a soldier,  which  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  heed.  It  appeared  also 
that  he  owned  a plantation  on  the  line  of  investment  of  Savannah, 
which  of  course  is  destroyed,  and  for  which  he  expected  me  to  give  him 
some  certificate  entitling  him  to  indemnification,  which  I declined 
emphatically.  I have  adopted  in  Savannah  rules  concerning  property, 
severe  but  just,  founded  upon  the  laws  of  nations  and  the  practice  of 
civilized  governments;  and  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  we  should  claim 
all  the  belligerent  rights  over  conquered  countries,  that  the  people  may 
realize  the  truth  that  war  is  no  child’s  play.  I embrace  in  this  a copy 
of  a letter  dated  December  31,  1864,  in  answer  to  one  from  Solomon 
Cohen,  a rich  lawyer,  to  General  Blair,  his  personal  friend,  as  follows.* 
This  letter  was  in  answer  to  specific  inquiries.  It  is  clear  and  specific, 
and  covers  all  the  points,  and  should  I leave  before  my  orders  are 
executed  I will  endeavor  to  impress  upon  my  successor.  General 
Foster,  their  wisdom  and  propriety.  I hope  the  course  I have  taken 
in  these  matters  will  meet  your  approbation,  and  that  the  President 
will  not  refund  to  parties  claiming  cotton  or  other  property  without 
the  strongest  evidences  of  loyalty  and  friendship  on  the  part  of  the 
claimant,  or  unless  some  other  positive  end  is  to  be  gained. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

YY.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding . 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah^  Ga.^  January  2^  I860. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 

General:  I have  received,  by  the  hands  of  General  Barnard,  your 
note  of  26th  and  letter  of  27th  December.!  I herewith  inclose  to  you 
a copy  of  a projet  which  I have  this  morning,  in  strict  confidence,  dis- 
cussed with  my  immediate  commanders.  I shall  need,  however,  larger 
supplies  of  stores,  especially  grain.  I will  inclose  to  you,  with  this, 
letters  from  General  Easton,  quartermaster,  and  Colonel  Beckwith, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  setting  forth  what  Avill  be  required,  and 
trust  you  will  forward  them  with  your  sanction,  so  that  the  necessary 
steps  may  be  taken  at  once  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  this  plan  on  time. 
I wrote  you  very  fully  on  the  24th, | and  liave  nothing  to  add  to  that. 
Everything  here  is  quiet,  and  if  1 can  get  the  necessary  supplies  in  my 
wagons  I shall  be  ready  to  start  at  the  time  indicated  in  my  projet, 

_ XLIV,  p.  846. 

f See  Vol.  XLIV,  pp  809,  820. 
t See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  797. 
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but  until  those  supplies  are  in  hand  I can  do  nothing ; after  they  are  I 
shall  be  ready  to  move  Avith  great  rai)idity.  I have  heard  of  the  affair 
at  Cape  Fear  5 it  has  turned  out  as  you  will  remember  I expected.  I 
have  furnished  General  Easton  a copy  of  the  dispatch  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  He  will  retain  possession  of  all  cotton  here  and  ship  it, 
as  fast  as  vessels  can  be  had,  to  i^ew  York.  I shall  immediately  send 
the  Seventeenth  Corps  over  to  Port  Eoyal  by  boats  to  be  furnished  by 
Admiral  Dahlgren  and  General  Foster,  without  interfering  with  Gen- 
eral Easton^s  vessels,  to  make  a lodgment  on  the  railroad  at  Pocotaligo. 
General  Barnard  will  remain  Avith  me  a few  days,  and  I shall  send  this 
by  a staff*  officer,  who  can  return  on  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  supply 
fleet.  I suppose  that  noAV  that  General  Butler  has  got  through  you 
can  spare  them  to  us. 

My  report  of  recent  operations  is  nearly  ready  and  will  be  sent  on  in 
a day  or  two,  as  soon  as  some  further  subordinate  reports  come  in. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- General. 


[Inclosure,] 

Frojet  for  January. — Extremely  confidential. 

Eight  Wing  move  men  and  artillery  by  transports  to  head  of  Broad 
Eiver  and  Beaufort;  get  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  and  mass  the  wing  at  or  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Pocotaligo. 

Left  Wing  and  cavalry  work  slowly  across  the  causeway  toward 
Hardeeville  to  open  a road  by  which  wagons  can  reach  their  corps 
about  Broad  Eiver;  also  by  a rapid  movement  of  the  Left  secure 
Sister’s  Ferry  and  out  as  far  as  the  Augusta  road — Eobertsville. 

In  the  meantime  all  guns,  shot,  shells,  cotton,  &c.,  to  be  got  to  a 
safe  place,  easy  to  guard,  and  provisions  and  wagons  got  ready  for 
another  SAvath,  aiming  to  have  our  army  in  hand  about  the  head  of 
Broad  Eiver,  say  Pocotaligo,  Eobertsville,  and  Coosawhatchie  by  the 
15th  of  January. 

Second.  Move  with  loaded  wagons  by  the  roads  leading  in  the 
direction  of  Columbia,  which  afford  the  best  chance  of  forage  and  pro- 
visions. Howard  to  be  at  Pocotaligo  15th  of  January,  and  Slocum  to 
be  at  Eobertsville  and  Kilpatrick  at  or  near  Coosawhatchie  about  same 
date. 

General  Fostpr’s  troops  to  occupy  Savannah,  and  gun-boats  to  pro- 
tect the  rivers  as  soon  as  Howard  gets  Pocotaligo. 


• Savannah,  January  2^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant; 

Dear  General  : I found  the  California,  which  had  brought  Major 
Gray,  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  sailed  in  her  a feAv  hours  after  my  arrival 
(Tuesday  evening,  December  27 ).  I had  a tedious  voyage,  with  a gale  of 
Avind  dead  ahead  the  whole  Avay.  Eeached  Hilton  Head  at  9 p.  m.  yester- 
day, and  arrived  here  last  evening  at  4 p.  m.  General  Sherman  sends 
dispatches  to  day,  and  a liberal  execution  of  your  orders  Avould  require, 
or  at  least  justify,  me  to  return  by  the  same  steamer;  but  General 
Sherman  prefers  that  I should  stay  long  enough  to  see  things  for 
myself  and  for  us  to  have  some  talk,  and  I believe  it  would  meet 
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the  spirit  of  your  orders  to  do  so.  I shall  therefore  remain  for  the 
Arago,  which  leaves  Hilton  Head  next  Monday,  the  9th.  I have 
already  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  Generals  Slocum,  Howard,  and 
numerous  other  officers  of  rank,  and  am  very  much  pleased  with  the 
spirit  and  feeling  which  seems  to  pervade  with  all.  Every  day  the  mag- 
nitude of  results  of  Sherman’s  great  march,  combined  with  Hood’s  dis- 
comfiture, impresses  itself  more  and  more  upon  me.  I think  we  shall 
see  daylight  this  coming  spring. 

At  the  time  I left  City  Point  I was  about  renewing  my  examinations 
of  the  Fort  Clifton  lines  in  view  of  an  enterprise  upon  them.  I feel, 
however,  as  if  matters  were  approaching  a certain  result  with  such 
strides  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  run  risks,  and  perhaps  lose  men  on 
uncertainties.  Still,  circumstances  might  occur  which  would  render 
such  an  enterprise  expedient.  If  Major  Michie  gets  his  pile  bridge 
done  in  a week  or  ten  days  we  shall  have  some  fifty  more  available 
boats  for  such  an  operation.  I presume  I shall  reach  City  Point  on 
the  12th. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BAEIIAKD, 

Brevet  Major-General^  cfic. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah^  Ga.j  January  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I wrote  you  on  the  30th  ultimo*  in  regard  to  sending  to 
this  place  sixty  days’  grain  for  35,000  animals;  also  requesting  you  to 
send  me  six  very  light-draught  steamers  and  twenty  Schuylkill  barges. 
I am  now  instructed  by  General  Sherman  to  say  that  he  contemplates 
a very  important  move,  and  desires  the  sixty  days’  grain  and  subsist- 
ence for  70,000  men  for  sixty  days  sent  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
one-half  the  grain  and  one-half  the  subsistence  (thirty  days’)  to  be  sent 
into  Wassaw  Sound  in  steamers  drawing  not  over  twelve  feet  of  water, 
and  the  other  half  to  Hilton  Head  in  such  vessels  as  can  be  procured, 
but  the  lighter  they  are  the  better.  There  is  but  thirteen  feet  water 
from  Wassaw  Sound  to  this  place,  at  the  highest  tide.  It  is  important 
in  selecting  the  vessels  that  as  many  as  possible  be  fixed  upon  that 
have  capacity  and  conveniences  for  carrying  animals,  and  I request 
that  they  may  be  selected  with  that  view.  Time  is  a very  important 
consideration,  and  I suggest  that  such  sail  vessels  as  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  use  in  this  work  be  towed  by  the  steamers  in  order  to  save  as 
much  time  as  possible.  Send  all  grain  and  no  hay.  Hurry  forward  all 
the  clothing  and  other  stores  I have  asked  for  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
sixty  days’  grain  will  be  required  at  the  commencement  of  the  move. 
In  addition  to  this  we  must  have  grain  to  last  us  until  that  time,  say 
fifteen  days.  The  light  steamers  and  barges  asked  for  in  my  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo  I still  require.  The  animals  of  this  army  are  in  great 
jeo])ardy  at  present  for  the  want  of  grain,  as  l)ut  little  has  as  yet 
arrived,  and  the  animals  have  been  without  for  several  days.  Grain 
should  be  pushed  forward  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

*See  Vol.  XLIV;  p.  837. 
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Special  ) Hdqes.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fieldj  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  1.  ) January  2,  1865. 

******* 

V.  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
will  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  to  Port  Koyal  Island.  All  details 
and  detachments  from  this  corps  will  join  their  command  at  once. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-  Camjy. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  2. 

# # 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah,  Oa.,  January  2, 1865. 


X.  Captain  Reese,  chief  engineer,  will  immediately  relieve  the  pio- 
neers and  details  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  from  duty  on  the 
fortifications  and  instruct  them  to  report  to  their  commands.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  furnish  all  details  required  in  their  place. 

*#*###* 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  I have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Foster,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Navy,  has  been  instructed  to  dismantle  the  forts  on  the  coast 
below  this  city  now  held  by  garrisons  from  this  command,  and  to 
request  that  you  will  reduce  your  force  so  occupied  to  the  smallest 
number  that  can  safely  be  left  in  charge  of  the  ammunition  and  mate- 
rial now  in  the  works.  The  residue  of  the  garrisons  will  be  withdrawn 
as  soon  as  the  ammunition  has  been  removed. 

I am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Corse.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  prei)are  your  command  and  have  it  in  readiness  to  move 
by  water  from  Fort  Thunderbolt,  the  movement  to  commence  to-mor- 
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row.  The  infantry  will  be  moved  first  by  boats  furnished  by  the  Navy, 
with  such  horses  as  belong  to  the  field  and  staft*.  The  mounted  infan- 
try, artillery,  and  transportation  will  follow  by  vessels  furnished  by  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  or  remain  to  go  by  land.  Three  days’ 
rations  in  haversacks  will  be  taken,  if  so  much  can  be  obtained.  The 
pioneer  corps  and  details  from  your  command  at  wqrk  on  the  fortifica- 
tions will  be  relieved.  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you 
send  one  of  your  pioneer  corps  or  a suitable  detail  to  Thunderbolt  to  at 
once  prepare  a wharf  or  place  of  embarkation.  About  4,000  men  can 
be  transported  a day.  You  can  commence  with  the  division  nearest  to 
Thunderbolt  and  continue  on  until  the  whole  of  your  infantry  is  taken. 

Eespectfully, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant’ General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  January  2^  1865, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  1 am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  in  forwarding  the  inclosed  letter  from  department  headquar- 
ters,* that  your  command  will  embark  next  after  the  First  Division, 
and  that  you  will  embark  from  Thunderbolt.  You  will  move  on  the 
4th  instant,  and  in  making  your  preparations  will  give  as  little  public- 
ity to  it  as  possible. 

y ery  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field y Savannah^  January  2,  1865. 

General  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding^  (&c.: 

General:  The  general-in-chief  directs  that  hereafter  no  passes  for 
going  outside  our  lines  be  given.  If  any  persons  desire  to  go  out,  and 
you  should  deem  it  proper  to  let  them,  pass  them  to  the  pickets  by  a 
guard.  None  can  go  out  and  return.  If  any  go  they  must  remain  out. 
I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Cam]y. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Savannah^  Ga.,  January  2^  1865. 

Captain  Dayton, 

Aide  de  Camp  to  the  General-in-Chief  : 

Captain  : I have  found  corn  just  the  other  side  of  Taylor’s  Creek  in 
great  abundance.  Had  a slight  skirmish  with  some  of  Wheeler’s 
cavalry  this  morning.  A large  number  of  my  wagons  have  just 
returned  loaded  doAvn  with  forage  and  sweet  potatoes.  Shall  send 
out  heavy  train  in  the  morning.  Can  make  the  trip  in  two  days.  First 


See  Taggart  to  Blair,  next,  ante. 
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Alabama  Cavalry  and  Nintli  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  can  be  fully 
supplied  if  they  report  to  me  to-morrow  with  their  wagon  trains.  They 
can  accompany  my  people.  They  should  bring  ammunition,  as  we 
expect  to  have  a little  fight.  If  you  will  send  a few  of  your  head- 
quarters wagons  I will  have  them  loaded  with  forage,  honey,  sweet 
potatoes,  &c.  My  picket-line  alone  will  be  left  between  the  Ogeechee 
and  the  Savannah.  It  will  answer  every  purpose,  however.  I can  now 
bring  up  my  convalescent  stock  of  horses  and  mules  in  less  than  two 
weeks. 

• Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEIOK, 
Brigadier-Generalj  IT.  S.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Coast  Diy.,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

No.  24.  ) Deveaux^s  JVecJi,  S.  C.,  January  1865. 

I.  The  Twenty-sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  relieved  from  duty 
with  this  division  and  proceed  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  as  soon  as  transporta- 
tion can  be  iirocured. 

**#**#♦ 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAKD  B.  PEREY, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  1.  j Nashville.,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  William  E.  Tuttle,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  is  announced  as  assistant  provost-marshal-general. 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  vice  Stockdale,  relieved,  and  will 
be  respected  accordingly. 

II.  Capt.  E.  L.  Anderson,  Fifty-second  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  these  headquarters.  He  will  be  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

E.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  3. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 
* * # * * 


III.  In  accordance  with  paragraph  5,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  1, 
headquarters  Militaiy  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  January  2,  1805, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  his  command  by  such  vessels  as  may  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose to  the  point  already  indicated  to  him.  All  details  and  detach- 
ments from  his  corps  will  join  their  commands  at  once.  The  Fifteenth 
Cori)s,  Major  General  Osterhaus  commanding,  will  furnish  all  details 
for  guard,  fatigue,  &c.,  required  from  this  army  while  in  the  city. 
##*#*** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders^  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  3.  ) Savannah^  Oa,j  January  5,  1865. 

**##**# 

III.  Capt.  Charles  D.  Miller,  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Yeteran  Infantry, 
is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  to 
date  from  December  27,  1861. 

#*#*#** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Joseph  Osterhaus: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah^  Qa.j  January  5,  1865. 

Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
by  his  order  to  move  by  organizations  he  does  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  desiring  you  to  be  particular  about  brigades  and  divisions, 
bat  simply  regiments,  which  will  be  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as 
transportation  can  be  furnished. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  13.  ) Savannah^  Ga.j  January  o,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  John  Bziha,  Nineteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  is,  at  his  own  request, 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  as  acting  toiio- 
graphical  engineer,  and  will  join  his  regiment  without  delay. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

Cheves^  House^  Four  Miles  from  Savannah^  January  J,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I have  in  person  this  morning  reconnoitered  several  miles 
up  the  road  toward  Hardeeville.  Trees  have  been  felled  in  the  road 
from  the  rice-fields  to  this  place  and  for  many  miles  beyond.  I have 
removed  them  to  this  place  and  lor  one  mile  and  a half  beyond;  the 
others  I will  not  cut  out  until  I have  a more  minute  and  extensive 
examination  made  farther  up  the  road.  The  rebels  have  driven  off 
everything  that  they  could  and  killed  and  left  dead  on  the  road  every- 
thing they  could  not  drive  away.  Few  rebels  seen.  Their  camp-fires 
plainly  seen  (from  a large  post)  last  night,  but  are  not  to  be  seen  this 
morning.  The  fort  is  built  on  the  Hardee  farm,  about  one  mile  from 
here.  It  covers  about  three  acres,  large  enough  to  encamp  2,000  men; 
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has  embrasures  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty  guns.  It  is  on  the  highest 
ground  near  the  road.  I think  it  the  best  place  to  encamp  my  divis- 
ion. I have  now  three  parties  out,  examining  the  country,  hunting 
rebels,  &c.  I think  none  will  be  found. 

Bespectfullv,  &c., 

W.  T.  WARD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  January  5,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general 
commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  Ward  has  been  ordered  to  encamp  his  division  on  the  high 
ground  spoken  of,  and  to  send  reconnoitering  parties  toward  Hardee- 
ville,  which  is  understood  to  be  occupied  by  but  a small  force  ot 
cavalry. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Left  Wino, 
Savannah j Ga.^  January  4,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  the  general-in-chief. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  3,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  WARD, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  Your  note  of  this  afternoon  is  just  received.  In  reply 
the  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  does  not  wish  for 
the  present  for  you  to  advance  your  troops  beyond  the  fortifications 
where  you  are  now  encamped.  He  wishes  you  to  hold  that  and  all  of 
the  roads  so  as  to  completely  cover  the  iiontoon  bridge.  You  can, 
however,  send  out  small  reconnoitering  parties  to  gather  information. 
The  general  wishes  for  the  present  to  avoid  any  serious  fighting  on 
that  side  of  the  river. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

lAeutenayit- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Kilpatrick’s  Headquarters, 

January  3,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

My  people  are  getting  plenty  of  forage  on  the  other  side  of  Taylor’s 
Creek,  but  are  fighting  for  it.  Colonel  Atkins,  with  1,500  men  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  crossed  this  morning  and  will  clean  the  rebels 
out.  When  may  I expect  to  get  some  horses  from  the  infantry?  I can 
feed  them  now  and  am  very  anxious  to  get  ready  for  the  field. 

Answer. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Thunderholty  January  5,  1865. 


Major-General  Howard: 

General  : Major-General  Foster  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
following-named  steamers  are  employed  in  transporting  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps  from  this  point  to  Beaufort,  S.  C. : General  Sherman,  500 
men;  Louisburg,  1,000  men;  Fannie,  500  men;  Crescent,  1,200  men; 
Spaulding,  1,000  men;  Mary  A.  Boardman,  500  men;  Canonicus,  600 
men;  Delaware,  800  men;  Cosmopolitan,  teams  and  wagons;  Golden 
Gate,  teams  and  wagons;  George  Leary,  teams  and  wagons;  Wyoming, 
teams  and  wagons;  Sylph,  teams  and  wagons.  These  steamers  will 
return  as  soon  as  they  have  landed  their  troops. 

I am,  general,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

EDWAKD  N.  STRONG, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannahy  Ga.^  January  3,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  for  his  information. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  District  of  Beaufort, 

Beaufortj  8.  C.,  January  4,  1865. 

[Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr.  :J 

General:  I find  that  there  is  no  transportation  here  and  you  must 
arrange  to  have  a portion  of  yours  brought.  A hundred  Avagons  at 
least  must  be  sent  forward  while  the  troops  are  moving.  There  is 
forage,  and  I think  the  more  animals  you  can  get  over  the  better. 
General  Foster  says  the  wharf  is  not  built,  and  in  consequence  one 
boat  with  1,200  men  on  board  is  stuck. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

7 A.  m. 

P.  S. — Two  boat  loads  have  disembarked. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  ) Savannah^  Ga.j  January  4,  1865. 

******* 

III.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  once.  The  P'irst 
Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have  the  advance, 
followed  by  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding.  The 
artillery.  Lieutenant  Bailey  commanding,  will  follow  in  rear  of  the 
infantry. 

Trains  in  same  order  as  the  troops,  followed  by  ordnance  and  head- 
quarters trains.  Ambulances  will  follow  in  rear  of  each  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Cheves^  House^  8.  0.,  January  4,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  This  evening  I sent  Major  Clay  with  175  men  to  Jones- 
ville.  He  found  no  rebel  encampment  there.  A brigade  of  (‘.avalry 
was  there  last  night  and  left  a few  stragglers  there  to-day;  none 
to-night.  On  his  way  he  took  two  prisoners,  one  belonging  to  Hamil- 
ton’s cavalry,  one  to  the  infantry;  first  sent  home  to  get  fresh  horses. 
The  infantryman  knows  nothing,  the  cavalryman  very  little,  but  says 
that  he  thinks  the  cavalry  have  a camp  between  Jonesville  and  Beech 
Hills,  and  a battery,  but  does  not  know  that  such  is  the  case.  The 
cavalry  were  a part  of  Wheeler’s  command,  under  the  command  of 
Anderson.  Major  Clay  also  brought  in  two  contrabands  from  Jones- 
ville, who  report  that  all  the  cavalry  pickets  in  the  river  bottom,  after 
the  skirmish  with  my  men  last  evening,  were  drawn  in  and  retreated 
full  speed  through  Jonesville  last  night,  up  the  roads  toward  Hardee- 
ville,  saying  that  the  ‘^Yankees  were  coming;”  since  which  time  they 
have  seen  no  rebel  soldiers  near  Jonesville,  and  that  they  think  all  of 
them  have  gone  back  to  Hardeeville.  Before  they  left  they  shot  down 
all  the  hogs  and  cattle  and  took  all  that  the  “poor  negroes”  had  to  eat, 
stating  that  the  Yankees  would  get  it  if  they  (the  rebels)  did  not  kill, 
destroy,  and  take  it.  1 informed  Colonel  Eobinson  when  here  to-day 
that  Beech  Hills  would  do  to  encamp  upon.  I learn  to-night  that  it  is 
in  the  river  bottom  and  not  fit  for  encampment,  but  that  Jonesville  is  a 
fine  place  for  several  regiments,  but  not  for  a division.  I also  sent  a 
party  to  examine  the  Eed  Bluff  Fort.  They  found  the  roads  leading  to 
it  high,  dry,  and  good.  The  fort  good  but  small;  the  water  ten  feet 
deep  at  low  tide;  several  roads  leading  from  it  up  and  down  the  river; 
fine  ground  for  encampments.  The  fort  is  three  miles  from  my  troops. 
Captain  Crawford  and  Lieutenant  Tuttle,  of  my  staff*,  think  that  my 
troops  could  be  supplied  by  landing  stores  at  that  point. 

Your  humble  servant, 

W.  T.  WAED, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  8.  0.,  January  J,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  shell 
road  from  Beaufort  to  Port  Royal  Ferry  be  put  in  good  order  immedi- 
ately, using  every  precaution  not  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  the  enemy 
or  the  citizens  in  your  command. 

Respectfully, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j 8avannahy  Ga.,  January  4,  1865. 
Solomon  Cohen,  Esq.,  8avannahj  Ga. : 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  Major-General  Sherman  to  reply  to  the  inquir- 
ies contained  in  your  note  to  him  of  3d  instant,  as  follows:  The  rules 
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laid  down  by  him  in  bis  note*  to  Major-General  Blair  are  simply  a 
statement  of  what  General  Sherman’s  own  policy  will  be  while  he 
remains  in  command  here.  He  will  not  undertake  to  declare  or  pre- 
scribe a policy  for  his  successors.  General  Sherman  is  now  waiting  for 
the  mayor  of  Savannah  to  furnish  him  a list  of  those  who  desire  to  go 
beyond  our  lines.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  he  will  make  arrangements 
for  sending  out  all  such  by  flag  of  truce,  and  of  this  twenty-four  hours’ 
notice  will  be  given.  All  baggage,  &c.,  taken  from  the  city  will,  of 
course,  be  examined ; by  whom  and  in  what  manner  will  be  regulated 
by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary,  commanding  the  i)ost. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City.;  January  5,  1865 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Fortress  Monroe: 

I think  it  would  be  useful  if  you  would  write  to  Sherman,  urging  him 
to  give  facilities  to  the  organization  of  colored  troops.  He  does  not 
seem  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  measure  and  appears  indif- 
ferent if  not  hostile. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  \¥ar. 


Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  January  5,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

(Received  9 p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

Please  have  everything  called  for  by  Sherman  forwarded  without 
delay.  He  cannot  move  until  the  forage  and  subsistence  called  for  is 
received.  A special  messenger  from  Sherman  has  just  left  here  with 
his  requisitions. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 


Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  ' 

Savannah;  Ga.;  January  5,  1865. 

General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff;  Washington;  B.  C. : 

General:  Connected  with  my  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
branch  of  my  army,  I beg  leave  to  submit  the  names  of  certain  officers 
that  in  my  judgment  merit  promotion  or  the  favor  of  the  Government, 
in  addition  to  those  heretofore  submitted  through  regular  official  chan- 
nels. Col.  A.  Beckwith,  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  assigned  to 
me  by  the  chief  of  his  department  in  April  last.  He  at  once  entered 
on  his  duties  with  an  energy  and  intelligence  that  could  not  be  sur- 
passed. I have  never  seen  a more  industrious  officer,  and  the  result 
has  been  that  he  has  fed  an  army  of  100,000  men,  operating  from  Nash- 
ville to  Savannah,  a task  that  one  year  ago  was  regarded  an  impossi- 
bility. His  coadjutor  in  this  work.  General  Easton,  of  the  quarter- 
master’s department,  has  properly  been  brevetted  a brigadier-general, 
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and  I request  that  a similar  reward  be  conferred  on  Colonel  Beckwith. 
Capt.  L.  M.  Dayton,  aide-de-camp  on  my  personal  staff,  has  held  the 
rank  of  captain  and  served  near  my  person  since  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
without  an  increase  of  rank.  Since  our  leaving  Nashville  in  April  last 
he  has  acted  as  an  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  I recommend  he  be 
appointed  assistant  adjutant-general,  with  the  rank  of  major,  as  reward 
for  his  constant  services. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

31  ajor-  Genera  /,  Comm  anding. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  5.  ) Savannah^  Oa.^  January  5, 1865. 

##**#** 

VII.  Maj.  G.  Landgraeber,  Second  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  acting 
chief  of  artillery.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  is  relieved  from  such  duty 
and  will  forthwith  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  regiment  at 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.  United  States  Government  transports  and  quarter- 
master’s department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  ) Savannah.,  Ga.,  January  5,  1865. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  move  to-morrow  morning  (January 
G)  to  Thunderbolt,  to  embark  on  transports  as  follows : 

I.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  B.  F.  Potts  commanding,  will  be  prepared 
to  embark  by  daylight,  or  as  soon  as  boats  are  in  readiness. 

II.  The  Third  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belkimp  commanding,  will 
move  at  8 a.  m. 

III.  The  First  Minnesota  Battery,  Captain  Clayton,  will  follow  the 
Third  Brigade. 

IV.  The  division  supply  train  will  follow  the  battery. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  5,  1865. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admiral:  I desire  through  you  to  express  my  thanks  to  Acting 
Master  Ogilvie,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  John  Griffith,  for  his  promptness 
in  coming  to  my  assistance  while  aground  in  Wassaw  Sound  on  the 
steamer  W.  W.  Coit,  and  for  his  services  in  piloting  the  steamer  into 
the  Wilmington  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- Genera  1,  Commanding. 
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Fort  Monroe,  January  6,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

General  Grant: 

I arrived  here  an  hour  ago  en  route  for  Savannah,  by  way  of  Hilton 
Head,  and  shall  remain  until  to-morrow.  Have  you  any  word  you  wish 
to  send,  or  any  military  news“^  Quartermaster-General,  Townsend, 
and  Barnes  are  with  me. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Monroe,  January  6,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

General  Grant: 

Mrs.  Foster  wants  the  general  to  be  sent  to  Baltimore  for  an  opera- 
tion on  his  leg.  I am  in  favor  of  gratifying  her.  Is  there  any  good 
man  that  can  be  assigned  to  that  command?  If  there  is  I will  relieve 
him  while  there  and  make  the  appointment. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  6,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  TTar,  Fort  Monroe.,  Va. : 

I am  just  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  Sherman,  asking  me  to  re-enforce 
Foster  so  that  he  will  not  be  compelled  to  leave  a division  of  his  army 
there.  Please  say  to  Sherman  that  I will  send  the  division  now  embark- 
ing at  Baltimore.  They  probably  will  reach  him  two  days  after  you 
do.  I wrote  to  Sherman  some  time  ago  to  direct  Foster  to  organize 
negro  troops  to  do  garrison  duty.  Please  say  to  Sherman  that  if  Foster 
will  go  to  work  and  organize  colored  troops  they  can  garrison  the  forts 
and  islands,  leaving  all  of  his  white  troops  for  Savannah  and  the  camp 
at  Pocotaligo,  enabling  the  division  which  I now  send  to  return  in  the 
spring,  if  necessary. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  6,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  W ar,  Fort  Monroe  : 

General  Logan  or  Ord,  either,  will  be  good  men  to  relieve  Foster. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah,  January  6‘,  1865. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln, 

W ashincjton : 

Dear  Sir  : I am  gratified  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December 
26,*  at  the  hands  of  General  Logan,  especially  to  observe  that  you 
appreciate  the  division  I made  of  my  army,  and  that  each  part  was 
duly  proi)ortioned  to  its  work.  The  motto,  “Nothing  venture,  nothing 
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win,”  which  you  refer  to,  is  most  appropriate,  and  should  I venture  too 
much  and  happen  to  lose  I shall  bes])eak  your  charitable  inference.  I 
am  ready  for  the  “ great  next  ” as  soon  as  I can  complete  certain  pre- 
liminaries and  learn  of  General  Grant  his  and  your  preferences  of  inter- 
mediate ‘‘objectives.” 

With  great  respect,  your  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  6,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General^  ^¥asllington^  D.  C.  : 

I wish  you  would  push  grain  and  such  commissary  stores  as  may  be 
turned  over  to  your  department  for  transportation  to  Sherman  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  His  movements  depend  on  the  receipt  of 
these  articles.  After  about  the  loth  instant  it  is  desirable  that  a large 
quantity  of  grain  and  commissary  stores  for  Sherman’s  army  be  shipped 
on  schooners,  with  a few  propellers  that  could  tow  them  in  case  of 
necessity.  They  should  report  to  Admiral  Porter,  who  will  watch  Sher- 
man’s movements  and  send  supplies  whenever  needed. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  6*,  1865 — 2.30  jg,  m. 

(Received  6.10  p.  m.) 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  McCallum, 

Superintendent  of  Military  Railroads : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  proceed  without  delay  to 
report  in  person  to  General  Sherman  at  Savannah,  or  wherever  he  may 
be  found. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  D.  G.  McCallum: 


Louisville,  January  6,  1865. 

(Received  11  a.  m.  7th.) 


I am  here  on  my  way  to  Baltimore, 
will  go  forward  to-night. 


The  division  has  arrived,  and 

W.  W.  WRIGHT, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  6‘,  1865. 
The  Officer  Comug.  Confederate  Forces  in  South  Carolina: 

General:  1 send  you  herewith,  by  the  hand  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Auden- 
ried,  of  my  staff,  a list  of  persons  (about  200)  who  desire  to  leave  our 
lines.  1 will  send  them  by  steamer  under  flag  of  truce  to  the  Savau- 
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uali  Eiver  railroad  bridge,  or  the  Coosawhatchie  Landing,  at  the  head 
of  Broad  Eiver,  as  soon  as  I learn  which  point  will  be  most  acceptable 
to  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAE, 

Major-General, 


General  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Eo.  3.  i Savannah^  Ga.^  January  6,  1865. 

During  the  approaching  campaign  the  following  instructions  will  be 
observed: 

1.  Whenever  the  whole  corps  moves  upon  the  same  road  the  trees 
along  the  line  of  march  will  be  blazed  with  a cross  -|— 

2.  If  the  respective  divisions  move  on  separate  roads  the  trees  will 
be  blazed  as  follows:  For  the  First  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash 
over  =P5  for  the  Second  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash  under  j for 
the  Third  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash  on  right-hand  side  -f|  j for 
the  Fourth  Division,  cross  with  straight  dash  on  left-hand  side  |-|-. 

3.  If  more  than  one  division,  but  not  the  whole  corps,  move  upon  the 
same  road,  the  corps  cross  will  be  blazed  on  the  trees,  and  the  division 
mark,  according  to  the  divisions  present  will  be  added  thereto.  For 
instance,  for  the  First  and  P'ourth  Divisions  moving  on  the  same  road, 
a cross  with  a dash  above  and  on  left-hand  side  h-f-.  For  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  Divisions  moving  on  same  road,  corps  cross  with  dash  on 
right  and  left  hand  side  and  under  it  . 

Division  commanders  are  charged  with  the  promulgation  and  execu- 
tion of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  P.  Jos.  Osterhaus: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs,  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,,  Ga.,  January  6^  1865. 

Col.  D.  Miles, 

Commayiding  Third  Brig.^  First  Biv.,  Fourteeyitli  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  You  will  at  once  move  with  your  brigade  to  Cherokee 
Hill,  on  the  road  leading  to  Ebenezer  Church  (and  the  same  road  on 
which  our  column  marched  until  within  five  miles  of  Savannah),  and 
on  arriving  there  you  will  relieve  a brigade  of  General  Baird’s  division 
guarding  the  stock  of  the  corps  grazing  in  that  vicinity.  You  Avill 
probably  be  relieved  to-morrow. 

1 am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Military  Division, 

January  6^  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Grover, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Nineteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed 
with  your  division  at  10  o’clock  to-day  via  the  railroad  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore.  On  your  arrival  at  the  city  of  Baltimore  you  will  without 
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delay  embark  your  troops  on  transports  already  there  in  readiness  for 
yon.  After  yon  have  embarked  yonr  command  you  will  proceed  to 
Fortress  Monroe  and  there  rendezvous,  telegraphing  to  Lieutenant- 
Cleneral  Grant  immediately  on  your  arrival.  Yon  will  have  to  use  the 
utmost  vigilance  to  guard  against  desertion,  large  bounties,  and  the 
numerous  bounty  brokers  who  will  be  at  work. 

I am,  geoeral,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  W.  FOESYTH, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


^ City  Point,  Va.,  January  7,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Fortress  Monroe : 

Please  say  to  General  Sherman  I do  not  regard  the  capture  of 
Charleston  as  of  any  military  importance.  He  can  ])ass  it  by,  unless 
in  doing  so  he  leaves  a force  in  his  rear  which  it  will  be  dangerous  to 
have  there.  It  will  be  left  entirely  to  his  own  discretion  whether 
Charleston  should  be  taken  now. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


General  Grant  : 


Steamer  Nevada, 

Off  Fort  Monroe j January  7.  1865 — 12.15  p.  m. 


Have  just  received  your  telegram  of  this  date  and  will  communicate 
your  views  to  General  Sherman.  Will  be  off  in  half  an  hour.  With 
good  wishes  for  you, 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah,  January  7,  1865. 

Admiral  Daiilgren, 

Savannah  River: 

Dear  Admiral  : The  letter  you  send  me  is  from  Admiral  Porter,  at 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  I am  not  certain  that  there  is  a vessel  in  Port  Eoyal 
from  Admiral  Porter  or  I would  write  him.  If  there  be  one  to  return 
to  him  I beg  you  to  send  this,  with  a request  that  I be  advised  as  early 
as  possible,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  railroad  from  Beaufort,  N.  C., 
back  to  New  Berne,  and  so  on  toward  Goldsborough  5 also  all  maps 
and  information  of  the  country  above  New  Berne;  how  many  cars  and 
locomotives  are  available  to  us  on  that  road;  whether  there  is  good 
navigation  from  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  via  Pandico  Sound,  up  Neuse  Eiver, 
Ac.  I want  Admiral  Porter  to  know  that  I expect  tobeiready  to  move 
about  the  15th ; that  1 have  one  head  of  column  across  Savannah  Eiver  at 
this  jioint;  will  soon  have  another  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry,  and  expect  to 
make  another  crossing  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  1 still  adhere  to  my  i)lan 
submitted  to  General  Grant,  and  only  await  provisions  and  forage. 
The  more  I think  of  the  affair  at  Wilmington  the  more  I feel  ashamed 
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of  the  army  there;  but  Butler  is  at  fault,  and  he  alone.  Admiral  Por- 
ter fulfilled  his  share  to  admiration.  I think  the  admiral  will  feel 
more  eoiifidence  in  my  troops,  as  he  saw  us  carry  points  on  the  Missis- 
sippi where  he  had  silenced  the  fire.  All  will  turn  out  for  the  best  yet. 

I am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  Oe^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Savannah.,  Ga.,  January  7,  1865. 
Mr.  Isaiah  Beasley  and  Others: 

Gentlemen  : By  direction  of  General  Sherman  I have  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  dated  January  3.  He  has  also  had  au 
interview  with  the  bearer  of  the  same,  Mr.  Eodgers.  He  wishes  me  to 
express  his  satisfaction  at  your  earnestness  and  progress,  and  wishes 
you  to  go  on  quietly  and  secretly  with  your  organization,  foep  up  con- 
stant communication  with  the  commanding  officer  here,  whoever  he 
may  be,  and  who  will  always  assist  you.  You  cannot  depend  on  Gen- 
eral Sherman  always  being  here,  but  you  will  meet  with  encourage- 
ment from  our  officers.  Y^ou  had  better  send  in  at  times  some  of  those 
guerrillas  and  persons  who  give  you  trouble,  and  we  will  dispose  of 
them  as  prisoners  of  war,  or  if  they  are  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers 
will  banish  them  from  the  country  or  punish  them.  General  Kilpat- 
rick will  be  informed  of  your  society  and  intentions,  and  you  can  feel 
assured  of  his  good  will  and  influence.  The  pass  you  have  proposed 
will  be  adopted,  and  General  Kilpatrick’s  officers  will  be  notified. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide- de- Camp. 


Special  • ') 
Field  Orders,  > 
Ko.  7.  ) 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Savannah.,  Ga.^  January  7, 1865. 


II.  1.  Capt.  0.  B.  Eeese,  chief  engineer,  will  direct  the  pontoon  train, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale,  to  at  once  proceed  to  Fort 
Thunderbolt,  preparatory  to  embarkation  to  Beaufort,  S.  0.,  to  which 
point  it  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  as  soon  as  transportation 
can  be  furnished. 

2.  Major  General  Osterhaus,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  hold  his  command  in  readiness  to  move  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  will 
send  one  division  to  Fort  Thunderbolt  Monday  morning,  the  9th  instant, 
])reparatory  to  embarkation.  The  remainder  of  his  command  will  fol- 
low as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished.  He  will  continue  to 
furnish  the  necessary  daily  details  for  labor  on  the  fortifications  here- 
tofore ordered,  or  so  much  thereof  as  the  decreasing  number  of  his 
troops  present  will  admit,  relieving  each  division  when  ready  to  embark 
from  all  details  by  details  from  remaining  divisions. 


By  order  of  MaJ.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.y  January  7,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  K.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  orders  have  been  received  at  these  headquarters  looking  to  an 
early  embarkation  of  the  corps.  You  will  therefore  hold  your  division 
in  readiness  for  a movement  by  water,  reducing  by  inspections  the 
baggage  of  the  command  to  a proper  limit.  Division  quartermasters 
will  confer  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fort,  chief  quartermaster  for  the 
corps,  with  reference  to  transportation,  and  division  commissaries  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Carpenter  as  to  the  amount  of  rations  to  be  pro- 
cured. When  the  order  for  the  embarkation  shall  be  issued  it  will  be 
by  divisions,  and  all  details  then  absent  will  be  drawn  in,  their  place 
being  supplied  by  others  from  the  remaining  divisions  of  the  corps. 
These  instructions  will  be  considered  as  conlidential. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
AssistarU  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hazen,  Smith,  and  Corse.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  (7.,  January  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gem.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a late  Charleston 
paper,  and  the  report  of  a deserter  from  the  Third  South  Carolina 
Cavalry.  It  appears  that  a force  of  militia,  estimated  by  General 
Hatch  at  5,000  men,  is  assembling  at  or  near  Grahamville.  General 
Hatch  estimated  the  force  in  his  front  at  6,000  men.  He  thinks  prepa- 
rations are  in  progress  by  the  enemy  for  evacuating  the  country  near 
the  coast  and  as  far  north  as  the  Ashepoo  Biver.  Reports  from  General 
Schimmelfennig,  at  Morris  Island,  statethat  the  enemy  on  James  Island 
is  being  re-enforced.  I shall  send  one  regiment  to  General  Schimmel- 
fennig at  once.  The  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  South  Carolina 
and  the  official  orders  published  in  the  paper  show  that  the  State  is 
girding  up  her  loins  for  the  coming  fight.  ‘-All  persons  capable  of 
bearing  arms  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty”  is  rather  trench- 
ing on  the  “ cradle  and  the  grave.” 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  (7.,  January  7,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District^  Alorris  Island^  8.  C. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlm  receipt  of  your 
official  report  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  inclosing  copy  of  an  intercepted  dis- 
patch in  regard  to  Fort  Fisher.*  I am  directed  by  the  major-general 

VolTxLl^p7839! 
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commanding  to  state  that  he  does  not  approve  of  the  firing  on  the 
channel,  as  Lieutenant-General  Grant  has  ordered  all  firing  to  cease 
except  for  important  reasons.  The  naval  battery  can  fire  as  much  as 
they  choose.  A regiment  of  infantry  will  be  sent  to  report  to  you  for 
duty. 

y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUKGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

hi  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  8,  1865. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  W ashingtoii,  JD.  C.  : 

General:  My  report  of  the  Savannah  camiiaign  is  finished.  In 
spite  of  my  urgency  the  map  is  not  yet  compiled,  and  the  report  of 
General  Slocum  is  not  yet  in,  so  I must  let  the  Arago  depart  without 
sending  them.  But  as  you  are  in  possession  of  all  substantial  facts  I 
suppose  there  is  less  anxiety  for  specific  details.  I am  now  moving  my 
troops  slowly  and  quietly  to  the  new  points,  from  which  I can  converge 
rapidly  to  my  intended  place  of  concentration 5 but  I must  have  more 
bread  and  oats,  but  hope  to  have  them  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAiT, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  January  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comdg.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Savannah: 

General  : Your  dispatches,  per  Captain  Audeuried,  were  received 
and  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  at  Charleston.  To  facil- 
itate the  matter  the  substance  was  also  telegraphed  him.  I now  trans- 
mit herewith  his  response  to  your  communication,  and  also  a disiiatch 
to  myself  upon  the  same  subject,  which  will  explain  themselves. 
Bespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEB, 
Major-General,  C.  S.  Army. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Charleston,  January  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Forces: 

(Care  of  Major-General  Wheeler.) 

Your  communication  in  relation  to  the  point  at  which  the  citizens 
coming  into  our  lines  from  Savmnnah  shall  be  delivered  is  received. 
1 request  that,  if  iiracticable,  they  be  sent  to  Cliarleston  Ifarbor.  If 
this  shall  not  meet  with  your  concurrence,  then  1 suggest  Burysburg, 
on  the  Savannah  Biver,  as  the  place,  and  Wednesday,  11th  instant,  as 
the  time  of  delivery. 

W.  J.  HABDEE, 
Lieutenant’ General, 
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[Inclosiire  Xo.  2.] 

Charleston,  January  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General  Hardee  desires  yon  to  inform  General  Sherman  that,  owinj^ 
to  the  difficulty  in  transportation,  he  would  be  gratified  by  General 
Sherman  delivering  the  citizens  in  Charleston  Harbor. 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[January  8, 1865. — For  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  6,  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi  (Sherman’s),  announcing  congratulatory  letters  from 
President  Lincoln  and  General  Grant  for  services  rendered  during  the 
campaign  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Savannah  and  the  defeat  of  Hood’s 
army  in  Tennessee,  &c.,  see  Yol.  XLIV,  p.  16.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  January  S,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War:  • 

Dear  Sir:  Major-General  Osterhaus,  who  has  been  commanding  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  for  the  last  three  mouths  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  General  Logan,  feeling  a delicacy  about  displacing  any  one 
of  the  admirable  division  commanders  of  the  corps,  has  concluded  to 
take  a leave  of  absence,  now  that  General  Logan  has  returned,  and  to 
apply  for  assignment  elsewhere  at  the  expiration  of  the  leave.  I wish 
to  commend  to  you  again  Major-General  Osterhaus  for  a brave,  ener- 
getic, and  faithful  soldier.  He  has  been  of  essential  service  to  me 
during  the  last  two  campaigns,  where  he  added  new  luster  to  a repu- 
tation already  national.  If  you  could  assign  him  to  a field  of  labor 
suited  to  his  taste  and  talents,  I feel  sure  that  he  would  honor  the 
Government  and  perform  his  trust  with  assiduity. 

With  high  esteem,  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAIID, 

Alajor-General. 


Provost-Marshal-General’s  Office, 
Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah.,  January  8,  1865. 

Statement  of  Joseph  Houston,  second  lieutenant.  Company  F,  Ninety- 
fifth  Kegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Setli  Wheaton,  second 
lieutenant,  Fifty-ninth  Kegiment  U.  S.  Infantry  (colored),  [avIio]  came 
into  tlie  lines  the  7th  instant: 

We  escaped  from  Columbia,  S.  C.,  about  the  1st  instant,  struck  the 
Savannah  River  eleven  miles  below  Augusta,  and  came  down  in  a dug- 
out.  Passed  two  cami)S  of  deserters  from  Wheeler’s  command  of  about 
160  men  each;  heard  of  another  camp  of  300  men;  Avere  informed  by  a 
free  imgro  ])ilot,  who  furnished  us  a chart  of  the  river,  that  about  3,000 
men  had  crossed  the  river  on  their  Avay  home;  after  crossing  most  of 
them  threw  away  their  arms  and  sold  their  liorses.  Other  negroes 
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confirmed  this.  We  were  told  of  two  gun-boats  being  at  Augusta. 
These,  and  one  transport  we  passed  lying  near  Mathews’  Bluff,  were  said 
to  be  all  the  boats  now  on  the  river.  Keports  came  to  us  from  citizens 
and  negroes  all  along  the  river  that  when  General  Sherman  advanced 
Charleston  would  be  given  up  and  a line  formed  from  Branchville  to 
Mathews’  Bluff;  an  order  had  been  issued  by  General  Hardee  conscript- 
ing 40,000  negroes  to  construct  works,  and  calling  upon  citizens  to 
remove  their  stock  north  of  this  line.  All  the  troops  in  South  Carolina 
were  said  to  be  concentrating  at  Branchville.  Negroes  told  us  that  all 
the  peoi)le  with  their  stock  were  moving  to  the  north  of  Branchville.  We 
passed  Mathews’  Bluff*  in  the  night;  saw  camp-fires  and  heard  voices; 
we  were  so  near  that  we  heard  one  man  remark  to  another,  Colonel,  I 
am  under  a thousand  obligations  to  you.”  The  distance  from  Mathews’ 
Bluff*  to  Branchville  is  called  thirty-five  miles.  We  judge  the  distance 
from  Savannah  to  the  Bluff  by  river  to  be  125  miles.  We  saw  no 
obstructions  in  the  river  below  the  Bluff  except  at  one  point,  perhaps 
thirty  miles  from  there;  these  had  been  there  some  time  and  were  easily 
l^assed.  Above  the  river  there  is  but  one  bad  place,  which  is  called 
“Little  Hell.” 

Taken  by — 

D.  W.  WHITTLE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Frovost  Marshal- General, 

Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


[Indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  January  <?,  1865. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 


O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major- General. 


Special 

Field  Orders,  [ 
No.  8.  ) 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Sava7inah,  Ga.,  January  8, 1865. 


IX.  These  headquarters  will  remove  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  to-morrow, 
the  9th  instant.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Strong,  assistant  inspector-general 
and  chief  of  staff*,  will  remain  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corjis  and  perform  all  other  business  connected  with  the 
command,  which  completed,  he  will  report  to  the  major-general  com- 
manding. Captain  Beese,  chief  engineer,  will  remain  in  charge  of 
the  fortifications  until  further  orders.  Captain  Buel,  chief  ordnance 
officer;  Captain  Pearson,  chief  commissary  of  musters;  Asst.  Surg.  D. 
L.  Huntington,  assistant  medical  director,  and  Lieutenants  Taylor  and 
Stickney,  will  also  remain,  performing  the  duties  of  their  respective 
departments. 

*####** 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 


SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fi  fteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  the  movement  of  your  command  can  be  postponed  for  one 
day.  As  soon  as  the  transportation  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  has  been 
shipped  the  pontoon  bridge  will  be  transported.  There  will  be  no  need 
of  waiting  until  the  entire  bridge  is  transported,  as  some  of  the  boats 
can  cai  ry  nothing  but  troops. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 

Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  8,  1865. 

I hereby  assume  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  All  orders 
and  instructions  now  in  force  will  continue  so  until  further  orders. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  6.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  8,  1865. 

I.  This  division  will  move  from  its  present  camp  to-morrow,  the  Oth 
instant,  at  7 a.  m.,  taking  the  main  road  to  Thundeibolt,  the  First  Bri- 
gade in  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  respect- 
ively. The  brigade  transpoi  tation  will  march  in  rear  of  its  own 
brigade.  The  ambulance  train  will  move  in  the  rear  of  the  division, 
followed  by  the  division  train,  the  latter  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Schenk,  division  quartermaster.  The  regiments  from  this  com- 
mand now  doing  duty  in  the  city  will  be  relieved  by  other  troops 
to-day.  All  fatigue,  guard,  and  other  details  that  may  be  out  from  the 
different  brigades  will  rejoin  their  commands  to-morrow  in  town  to 
march  out  with  the  troops  at  7 a.  ra. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  8,  1865.  (Received  15th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General:  In  order  to  be  able  to  garrison  all  the  posts  in  this  depart- 
ment I find  it  necessary  to  make  available  every  soldier  I have.  For 
this  pur])ose  I would  respectfully  ask  permission  to  send  North  the 
rebel  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  that  were  sent  to  this  department  for 
retaliation.  These  now  number  about  500,  about  100  of  them  having 
been  exchanged  by  Colonel  Mulford  as  being  sick  and  unfit  for  service. 
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As  the  rebel  authorities  have  since  removed  our  prisoners  from  under 
fire  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  these  rebel  officers  being  accordingly 
removed  from  Morris  Island  to  this  post  and  Fort  Pulaski,  there  seems 
no  necessity  of  keeping  them  for  the  original  purpose  for  which  they 
were  sent,  as  General  Hardee  has  stated  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
to  exi)ose  our  prisoners  to  the  fire  on  Charleston.  The  granting  of  the 
above  request  will  liberate  one  of  my  best  regiments  from  guard  duty 
and  make  it  available  for  service  in  the  field  or  garrison.  I respect- 
fully request  to  be  informed,  if  yon  see  fit  to  grant  this  request,  to  what 
point  they  are  to  be  shipped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  8,  1865.  (Received  15th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter* of  the  31st  ultimo  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  all  the  able- 
bodied  negroes  brought  in  by  General  Sherman’s  army  to  this  depart- 
ment for  service  in  this  department,  and  beg  leave  to  express  my 
gratification  at  this  decision,  because  I need  troops  for  garrison  duty 
very  much,  and  I can  soon  make  these  men  available  for  that  duty.  I 
have  several  officers  whose  military  excellence  and  gallantry  fully 
entitle  them  to  promotion  to  be  officers  in  the  new  regiments.  I antici- 
pate no  difficulty  whatever  in  organizing  these  regiments  and  in  obtain- 
ing most  excellent  officers.  I will  report  the  appointments,  as  soon  as 
made,  for  confirmation  by  the  President.  In  obedience  to  your  direc- 
tion, as  soon  as  the  letter  was  received  I submitted  it  to  General  Sher- 
man, who  desired  that  I might  carry  out  the  order  as  soon  as  he  moved 
and  the  city  was  turned  over  to  my  command.  Until  such  time  he 
desired  the  services  of  all  the  negro  men  in  the  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment in  loading  and  unloading  vessels  and  in  other  preparations  for  a 
forward  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Com  manding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

• Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  8,  1865.  (Received  15th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter! of  the  31st  ultimo  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  families  of  rebel 
officers  in  Savannah  beyond  our  lines.  In  obedience  to  your  directions 
I at  once  showed  the  letter  to  General  Sherman,  who  desired  that  I 
might  execute  the  order  myself,  and  do  so  as  soon  as  his  army  had  left 


* See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  847. 
+ See  Vol.  XIHV,  p.  846. 
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and  the  city  turned  over  to  my  command.  I will  accordingly  execute 
the  order  as  soon  as  I am  placed  in  command  and  report  the  action  at 
once. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah  j J aginary  9^  1865. 

General  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster.^  Savannah  : 

General:  I have  undertaken  to  send  the  families  from  Savannah 
to  Charleston,  and  have  fixed  Wednesday,  the  11th  instant,  to  take 
them  on  board  at  our  wharves.  Captain  Audenried,  of  my  staff,  will 
conduct  the  business,  and  I will  authorize  any  expense  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  undertaking.  Please  give  public  notice  that  the  families 
who  choose  to  leave  Savannah  under  existing  orders  will  be  transported 
to  Charleston,  and  that  a steamer  will  receive  them  at  such  a time  at 
such  a dock  on  Wednesday.  Place  the  steamer  at  the  disposal  of 
Captain  Audenried.  I think  the  admiral  would  cheerfully  give  you 
the  use  of  the  Harvest  Moon,  and  Captain  Audenried  can  relieve  you 
of  all  details  by  simply  giving  him  the  necessary  means  and  authority. 
I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army: 

General:  Yours  of  January  8,  with  dispatches  inclosed,  is  received. 
I will  send  the  families,  as  requested,  to  Charleston  Harbor,  and  give 
public  notice  that  a steamer  will  take  them  on  board  here  on  Wednes- 
day, and  suppose  they  can  reach  the  anchorage  off  Charleston  next 
day ; but  should  any  delay  occur  it  will  arise  from  the  endless  excuses 
made  by  ladies,  which  General  Hardee  will  understand.  I will  order 
my  quartermaster  to  have  a steamer  at  the  wharf  all  Wednesday,  to 
transport  families  to  Charleston,  to  carry  a small  guard  and  flag  to  our 
gun-boat  anchorage,  and  thence  to  such  point  as  the  naval  commander 
may  suggest. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Special  I Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  ? In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  7.  ) January  9,  1865. 

I.  The  First  Regiment  Alabama  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Col.  George  E. 
Spencer  commanding,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Depart- 
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ment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  is  assigned  to  the  cavalry  divis- 
ion of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick.  Colonel  Spencer  will  report  to  General 
Kilpatrick  for  instruction. 

# , # * * * * * 


By  order  of  Maj.Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

. Ko.  4.  ) Savannah^  Ga.,  January  9,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  L.  H.  Everts,  assistant  adjutant -general,  having  returned 
from  absent  sick,  will  at  once  resume  his  duties  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  this  division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
All  reports,  official  communications,  &c.,  will  therefore  hereafter  be 
addressed  to  him. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah j Ga.,  January  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : I have  directed  the  Kinth  Illinois  to  remain  here  for  the 
present  and  drive  some  cattle  that  belong  to  us,  in  company  with  the 
Left  Wing.  I find  that  General  Sherman  intends  to  give  the  First 
Alabama  to  Kilpatrick  and  possibly  the  Ninth  Illinois.  I have  resisted 
the  latter  transfer. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  3.  ] Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  9,  1865. 

I.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock  to-morrow 
morning  to  the  camp  selected  to-day,  the  First  Brigade  taking  the  left 
of  the  road  and  the  Third  the  right. 

II.  The  necessary  wagons  will  be  at  these  headquarters  at  8.30  a.  m., 
and  Avill  be  called  for  by  the  brigade  quartermaster. 

III.  Each  regiment  will  fix  up  a comfortable  camp  and  dig  wells  for 
water,  instead  of  using  the  stagnant  water  in  the  swamp.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  send  word  by  the  bearer  the  smallest  number  of  wagons 
that  they  will  require,  and  leave  a permanent  detail  of  one  commis- 
sioned officer,  a suitable  number  of  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
fifty  men  to  report  to  Captain  Moore,  at  these  headquarters,  to  unload 
the  transportation  when  it  arrives. 

By  order  ot  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

CHAS.  H.  BRUSH, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjxitant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Twentieth  Corps,  Provost-Marshal’s  Office, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  January  9,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  through  our  lines  of 
three  citizens,  employes  of  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad  Company,  two 
from  Macon  and  one  from  Augusta.  They  report  the  road  in  running 
order  from  Macon  to  Gordon,  on  the  1st  of  January,  which  was  all  to 
be  repaired,  for  the  time  being,  of  this  road.  The  authorities  were  pre- 
paring the  Macon  and  Atlanta  road  for  the  purpose  of  opening  com- 
munication with  Augusta,  and  had,  on  the  25th  ultimo,  still  thirty 
miles  to  repair.  They  were  not  repairing  the  West  Point  road.  The  line 
was  to  be  via  Columbus,  Macon,  and  Atlanta  to  Augusta.  Railroad  iron 
was  very  scarce,  and  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  had  sufficient  to  com- 
plete their  line.  The  bridge  over  the  Oconee  River,  on  the  Atlanta  and 
Angusla  road,  was  not  yet  repain  d,  and  the  authorities  were  at  great 
loss  for  sawed  timber,  their  mills  all  having  been  burned.  The  road 
would  not  be  in  running  order  for  a month  or  more.  The  Augusta 
pai)ers  of  the  4th  had  in  them  a telegram,  partly  official,  announcing 
the  death  of  General  Hood.  It  was  not  considered  true.  The  latest 
telegrams  received  and  published  reported  his  army  endeavoring  to 
cross  the  Tennessee,  but  had  been  prevented  by  hood  and  loss  of  pon- 
toons. Much  anxiety  was  felt  for  this  army.  All  kinds  of  rumors  pre- 
vailed concerning  Lee’s  army,  as  to  evacuating  Richmond,  re  enforcing 
the  forces  in  South  Carolina,  &c.  There  seemed  to  be  no  authority  for 
any.  The  ga  rison  in  and  around  Augusta  seemed  to  number  about 
1,0()0.  General  Fry  was  commanding  the  post.  Considerable  force  was 
reported  at  Branch ville.  Telegraph  line  was  up  from  Augusta  to  Macon. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WARHAM  PARKS, 

Major  and  Frovost- Marshal^  Tiventieth  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  9,  1865.  (Received  loth.) 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General  : The  latest  reports  from  deserters,  refugees,  flags  of  truce, 
and  the  rumors  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  (whence  I have  just 
returned,  having  gone  for  General  Sherman’s  mail),  are  to  the  effect 
that  several  counties  of  Georgia  have,  by  meetings,  declared  their 
desire  to  join  the  Union,  and  forwarded  copies  of  their  proceedings 
to  General  Sherman;  that  one  regiment  of  old  troops,  stationed  at 
Graharnville,  has  thrown  down  its  arms  and  returned  to  Georgia;  that 
the  governor  of  Georgia,  Governor  Brown,  has  testified  his  disposition 
to  return  to  the  Union,  and  that  lie  is  willing  to  submit  the  question  to 
the  vote  of  the  people;  and  that  the  Georgia  Reserves  at  Augusta  have 
disbanded  and  gone  home.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  holding  of 
the  Union  meetings  in  several  counties.  In  one  of  them,  Thomas 
County,  a fight  took  ])lace  and  the  Unionists  whipped.  The  other 
reports  are  credible,  but  not  fully  confirmed.  There  is  evidently  a 
great  struggle  going  on  in  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Georgians,  and 
the  question  seems  to  be  how  much  they  dare  risk  in  declaring  their 
sentiments  in  favor  of  leconstruction. 

Very  respectlully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  8.  0.,  January  9,  1865. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron: 

Admiral:  I Rave  the  honor  to  request  that  you  wiJl  furnish  one  or 
two  armed  tu^>s,  in  addition  to  the  gun-hoat  at  Tullifinny  Landing,  to 
cover  the  embarkation  of  General  Hatch’s  force.  This  embarkation 
will  take  place  between  two  and  five  days  from  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


City  Point,  January  10,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Washington : 

Tlie  following  items  are  found  in  to-day’s  Richmond  papers: 


THE  FIRE  AT  CHARLOTTE.— ADDITIONAL  PARTICULARS. 

Charlotte,  January  9. 

The  fire  which  occurred  here  Saturday  morning  was  the  result  of  accident.  The 
paymaster’s  office,  in  which  the  fire  originated,  the  Government  warehouses,  includ- 
ing the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  offices,  and  a portion  of  the  North  Carolina 
and  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  depot  buildings  Avere  burned.  The  loss  was  at 
first  estimated  as  high  as  $20,000,000  in  present  currency,  but  has  since  been  greatly 
reduced  by  the  quantity  of  grain,  sugar,  &,c.,  saved  from  the  ruins. 

Charleston,  January  S. 

A dispatch  from  Graham’s,  dated  12  p.  m.,  says: 

“ No  news  from  the  enemy  this  morning.  A gentleman  just  from  Savannah  reports 
that  Sherman  has  sent  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  round  to  Beaufort  to  co  operate 
with  Foster’s  troops  between  Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie.” 

Charleston,  January  9. 

Nothing  received  from  below  to-day.  A dispatch  from  Macon  reports  the  enemy 
1,000  or  2,000  strong,  with  wagons  and  artillery,  on  the  Ohoopee  River,  moving  in 
the  direction  of  Southwestern  Georgia.  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  in  Colum- 
bia, S.  C.,  on  the  5th  instant. 

SUPPLIES  and  RAILROADS. 

A fire  has  occurred  in  a Government  store-house  at  Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina. 
It  contained  40,000  bushels  of  corn,  only  10,000  bushels  of  which  was  saved,  and  that 
in  a parched  condition  ; also  some  sugar,  no  meat.  This  is  the  loss.  By  what  means 
it  was  caused,  whether  by  the  agency  of  a Yankee  incendiary  or  simple  negligence 
of  a guard,  is  not  yet  ascertained.  The  public  attention  is  much  more  engaged  with 
the  general  facts  that  vast  accumulations  of  supplies  are  made  in  that  (juarter 
which  are  not  forwarded  to  the  army  with  the  diligence  required  by  the  present 
condition  of  affairs.  The  fault  is  evidently  in  the  railroads  between  Richmond  and 
Greensborough,  and  the  blame  has  generally  been  laid  on  the  Richmond  and  Dan- 
ville Company. 

LATEST  FROM  TIIH]  SOUTH  AND  SOUTHWEST. 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  at  the  War  Department  from  Macon,  Ga. : 

•'^General  Hood  reports  from  Tupelo,  January  6,  1865,  that  Thomas  appeared  to  be 
moving  up  the  Tennessee  River.  Until  9 a.  in.  on  the  5th  scouts  rejiort  six  gun- 
boats ami  sixty  transports  had  passed  Savannah,  going  toward  Eastport,  loaded 
with  troops  and  supiilies. 

“G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

“ Major-General.'^ 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 
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Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  ISavannah^  Oa.^ 

No.  8.  ) January  10^  1865, 

******* 

TV.  Capt.  Platt  M.  Thorne,  Company  H,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth 
Peg’iinent  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  as  chief  of 
ordnance  for  the  Left  Wing,  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W. 
Slocum,  commanding. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide- de- Camp, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  S.  (7.,  January  10,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I have  allowed  the  corps  commanders  of  this  army  to  raise  a 
colored  regiment  each  for  pioneer  work.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  has 
succeeded  in  raising  about  800  men.  I respectfully  request  the  same 
authority  to  appoint  officers  for  these  organizations  as  that  received 
by  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  South.  The  regimental 
organization  is  superior  to  the  ordinary  pioneer  force,  commanded  by 
detailed  officers,  and  is  much  better  in  point  of  economy. 

Kespectfully, 

. O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I feel  surprised,  after  the  precautions  that  have  been 
taken  by  yourself  and  officers,  to  find  that  many  depredations  have 
been  committed  near  this  place,  and  certain  things  done  that  would 
disgrace  us  even  in  the  enemy’s  country,  e.  g.,  the  robbing  of  some 
negroes  and  abusing  their  women.  Please  ascertain,  if  possible, 
approximately,  the  amount  of  damage  wantonly  committed  on  the 
island,  and  have  it  assessed  on  the  brigade  or  regiment  guilty. 
Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  10,  1865. 

The  attention  of  division  and  subordinate  commanders  in  this  corps 
is  again  called  to  the  necessity  of  immediately  putting  their  commands 
in  readiness  for  another  campaign.  The  men  must  be  thoroughly 
clothed  and  etpiipped.  Kequisitioiis  must  be  at  once  made  on  the 
quartermaster’s  and  ordnance  departments  to  jmt  the  command  in 
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condition  for  active  service.  This  must  be  attended  to  immediately,  as 
our  stay  here  will  probably  be  short,  and  when  the  time  arrives  the 
command  will  move,  whether  in  readiness  or  not. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


McIntosh  County,  January  11^  1865. 

Major  General  Sherman, 

Commajiding  U.  8.  Army : 

The  undersigned,  justices  of  the  Inferior  Court  for  the  county  of 
McIntosh,  have  been  expecting,  since  our  county  and  its  neighborhood 
are  in  the  possession  of  your  troops,  to  receive  from  you  such  a procla- 
mation as  would  define  our  present  position,  in  obedience  to  which  we 
would  receive  protection  in  our  destitute  situation.  Disappointed  in 
our  expectation,  in  compliance  with  sundry  applications  from  the  suffer- 
ing families  of  our  county,  we  have  appointed  one  of  our  body.  Justice 
O.  C.  Hopkins,  together  with  any  one  or  more  of  our  citizens  who  may 
volunteer  to  accompany  him,  instructing  them  to  wait  on  you,  explain 
our  situation  and  the  object  of  their  visit  to  you,  respectfully  asking  of 
your  kindness  a friendly  reception  and  protection  in  their  behalf. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  our  sincere  consideration.  In 
testimony  whereof  we  have  hereto  affixed  our  official  signatures  and 
the  seal  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  the  county  of  McIntosh  this  11th  day 
of  January,  1865. 

P.  DE  L.  OHARTIN,  J.  I.  C. 

O.  C.  HOf  KINS,  J.  I.  G. 

W.  MIDDLETON.  J.  I.  C. 


Special  Orders,  ) War  Department, 

No.  — . ] Savannah^  Ga.,  January  11,  1865. 

The  medical  purveying  depot  of  the  Department  of  the  South  will 
continue  at  Hilton  Head,  any  previous  orders  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  3.  ) Beaufort^  8.  C.,  January  11,  1865. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army  are  reminded  that  all  the  land 
on  this  island  (Port  Royal)  either  belongs  to  the  United  States  or  is 
owned  by  people  loyal  to  our  Government  and  friendly  disposed  toward 
its  soldiers,  and  it  is  therefore  incumbent  on  them  to  afford  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  district  the  kindest  personal  treatment  and  protection  for 
their  property.  Personal  abuse  of  the  people  will  be  most  severely 
punished,  and  the  amount  of  damage  wantonly  and  unlawfully  done 
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to  their  property  will  be  assessed  to  and  collected  from  the  individuals 
guilty,  if  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  from  companies,  regiments,  bri- 
gades, divisions,  and  corps,  as  the  case  may  be,  if  the  parties  respon- 
sible are  not  found  and  reported. 

This  order  will  be  read  to  every  regiment,  battery,  and  detachment 
of  this  command  at  parade  for  three  successive  days. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  J Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Armt  of  the  Tennessee, 

N’o.  9.  ) Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  ff,  1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
make  every  preparation  to  cross  the  Whale  Branch  of  Coosa w River  at 
daylight  on  Friday  morning,  the  13th  instant.  The  pontoons  will  belaid 
at  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  the  first  troops  that  cross  will  construct  a 
small  bridge- head.  Just  as  soon  as  his  command  can  cross  General 
Blair  will  push  on  and  secure  Pocotaligo.  Such  portion  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps  as  may  have  in  the  meantime  arrived  will  follow  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  and  support  the  movement.  The  troops  will  carry 
three  days’  rations  in  haversack. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ro.  8.  ) Beaufort.)  8.  (7.,  January  11,  1865. 

******* 

III.  This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  daylight  on  Friday 
morning  (the  13th  instant)  with  three  days’  rations  in  haversacks.  The 
ordnance  train  will  be  taken  with  the  command.  The  supply  train  will 
remain  in  its  present  position  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Geyieral, 


Special  1 Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  8avannah,  Ga., 

No.  10.  ) Jamia^'y  12,  1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  will  turn  over 
to  Simeon  Dra])er,  esq.,  agent  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury  Department,  all 
cotton  now  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  yirize  of  war,  taking  his  receipt  for 
the  same  in  gross  for  quantity  and  returning  for  it  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General. He  will  also  afford  Mr.  Draper  all  the  facilities  in  his 
power  in  the  way  of  transportation,  labor,  &c.,  to  enable  him  to  handle 
the  cotton  with  expedition. 
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II.  Genera]  Easton  will  also  turn  over  to  Mr.  Draper  tlie  custom- 
house, and  such  other  buildings  in  the  city  of  Savannah  as  he  may 
need  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

*#*##** 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide  de-Camp. 


IIdqrs.  Military.  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.)  Savannah)  January  12)  1865. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

My  Dear  Friend:  I received  yours  of  January  1*  about  the 

negro.”  Since  Mr.  Stanton  got  here  we  have  talked  over  all  matters 
freely,  and  I deeply  regret  that  I am  threatened  with  that  curse  to  all 
peace  and  comfort — popularity;  but  I trust  to  bad  luck  enough  in  the 
future  to  cure  that,  for  I know  enough  of  the  people”  to  feel  that  a 
single  mistake  made  by  some  of  my  subordinates  Avill  tumble  down 
my  fame  into  infamy. 

But  the  nigger?  Why,  in  God’s  name,  can’t  sensible  men  let  him 
alone?  When  the  people  of  the  South  tried  to  rule  us  through  the 
negro,  and  became  insolent,  we  cast  them  down,  and  on  that  question 
we  are  strong  and  unanimous.  Neither  cotton,  the  negro,  nor  any 
single  interest  or  class  should  govern  us. 

But  I fear,  if  you  be  right  that  that  power  behind  the  throne  is  grow- 
ing, somebody  must  meet  it  or  we  are  again  involved  in  war  with 
another  class  of  fanatics.  Mr.  Lincoln  has  boldly  and  well  met  the 
one  attack,  now  let  him  meet  the  other. 

If  it  be  insisted  that  I shall  so  conduct  my  operations  that  the  negro 
alone  is  consulted,  of  course  I will  be  defeated,  and  then  where  will  be 
Sambo? 

Don’t  military  success  imply  the  safety  of  Sambo  and  vice  versa? 
Of  course  that  cock-and-bull  story  of  my  turning  back  negroes  that 
Wheeler  might  kill  them  is  all  humbug.  I turned  nobody  back. 
Jeff.  G.  Davis  did  at  Ebenezer  Creek  forbid  certain  plantation  slaves — 
old'men,  women,  and  children — to  follow  his  column;  but  they  would 
come  along  and  he  took  up  his  pontoon  bridge,  not  because  he  wanted 
to  leave  them,  but  because  he  wanted  his  bridge. 

He  and  Slocum  both  tell  me  that  they  don’t  believe  Wheeler  killed 
one  of  them.  Slocum’s  column  (30,000)  reports  17,000  negroes.  Now, 
with  1,200  wagons  and  the  necessary  impedimenta  of  an  army,  over- 
loaded with  two-thirds  negroes,  five-sixths  of  whom  are  helpless,  and 
a large  proportion  of  them  babies  and  small  children,  had  I encountered 
an  enemy  of  respectable  strength  defeat  would  have  been  certain. 

Tell  the  President  that  in  such  an  event  defeat  would  have  cost  him 
ten  thousand  times  the  effort  to  overcome  that  it  now  will  to  meet  this 
new  and  growing  pressure. 

I know  the  fact  that  all  natural  emotions  swing  as  the  pendulum. 
These  southrons  pulled  Sambo’s  pendulum  so  far  over  that  the  danger 
is  it  will  on  its  return  jump  off  its  pivot.  There  are  certain  people 
who  will  find  fault,  and  they  can  always  get  the  pretext;  but,  thank 
God,  I am  not  running  for  an  office,  and  am  not  concerned  because  the 
rising  generation  will  believe  that  I burned  500  niggers  at  one  pop  in 

* General  Halleck’s  copy  is  dated  December  30,  18G4;  see  Yol.  XLIV,  j).  836. 
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Atlanta,  or  any  such  nonsense.  I profess  to  be  tlie  best  kind  of  a 
friend  to  Sambo,  and  think  that  on  such  a question  Sambo  should  be 
consulted. 

They  gather  round  me  in  crowds,  and  I can’t  find  out  whether  I am 
Moses  or  Aaron,  or  which  of  the  prophets;  but  surely  I am  rated  as  one 
of  the  congregation,  and  it  is  hard  to  tell  in  what  sense  I am  most  ap- 
preciated by  Sambo — in  saving  him  from  his  master,  or  the  new  master 
that  threatens  him  with  a new  species  of  slavery.  I mean  State  recruit- 
ing agents.  Poor  negro — Lo,  the  poor  Indian!  Of  course,  sensible 
men  understand  such  humbug,  but  some  x)Ower  must  be  invested  in 
our  Government  to  check  these  wild  oscillations  of  public  opinion. 

The  South  deserves  all  she  has  got  for  her  injustice  to  the  negro,  but 
that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  go  to  the  other  extreme. 

I do  and  will  do  the  best  I can  for  negroes,  and  feel  sure  that  the 
problem  is  solving  itself  slowly  and  naturally.  It  needs  nothing  more 
than  our  fostering  care.  I thank  you  for  the  kind  hint  and  will  heed 
it  so  far  as  mere  ai^pearances  go,  but,  not  being  dependent  on  votes,  I 
can  afford  to  act,  as  far  as  my  influence  goes,  as  a fly  wheel  instead  of  a 
mainspring. 

With  respect,  &c.,  yours, 


W.  T.  SHEEMAN. 


War  Department, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  12,  1865, 

Brevet  Major-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  assume  the  charge  ot 
the  captured  cotton  in  this  city  and  x>rovidefor  its  xiroper  care  and  xires- 
ervation  until  further  orders.  You  will  consider  yourself  charged  with 
the  duty  of  having  sufficient  guards  and  xnecautions  for  its  security, 
and  will  apxfly  to  the  commanding  general  for  any  force  required.  You 
will  also  detail  a competent  quartermaster  for  the  special  duty  of  seeing 
to  its  being  turned  over  and  receipted  for  by  agents  of  the  Treasury 
Dexiartment. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Minutes  of  an  interview  hetiveen  the  colored  ministers  and  church  officers 
at  Savannah  with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major-General  Sherman. 

Headquarters  of  Major-General  Sherman, 

In  the  City  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  Thursday  evenina, 

January  12,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  January,  1805,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  of  African  descent  met,  by  appointment,  to  hold  an 
interview  with  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Major-General 
Sherman,  to  have  a conference  upon  matters  relating  to  the  freedmen  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  to  wit: 

1.  William  J.  Cam})bell.  aged  fifty-one  years,  born  in  Savannah; 
slave  until  1849,  and  then  liberated  by  will  of  his  mistress,  Mrs.  Mary 
Maxwell;  for  ten  years  x)astor  of  the  First  Bax>tist  Church  of  Savannah, 
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numbering  about  1,800  members;  average  congregation,  1,900;  the 
church  property,  belonging  to  the  congregation  (trustees  white),  worth 
$18,000. 

2.  John  Gox,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  born  in  Savannah;  slave  until 
1849,  when  he  bought  his  freedom  for  $1,100;  pastor  of  the  Second 
African  Baptist  Church;  in  the  ministry  fifteen  years;  congregation, 
1,222  persons;  church  property,  worth  $10,000,  belonging  to  the  con- 
gregation. 

3.  Ulysses  L.  Houston,  aged  forty-one  years,  born  in  Graham ville, 
S.  C.;  slave  ‘‘until  the  Uuion  army  entered  Savannah;’’  owned  by 
Moses  Henderson,  Savannah,  and  pastor  of  Third  African  Baptist 
Church,  congregation  numbering  400;  church  property,  worth  $5,000, 
belongs  to  congregation;  in  the  ministry  about  eight  years. 

4.  William  Bentley,  aged  seventy-two  years,  born  in  Savannah; 
slave  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  his  master,  John  Waters, 
emancipated  him  by  will;  x)astor  of  Andrew’s  Chapel,  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  (only  one  of  that  denomination  in  Savannah),  congrega- 
tion numbering  300  members;  church  property  worth  about  $20,000, 
and  is  owned  by  the  congregation;  been  iu  the  ministry  about  twenty 
years;  a member  of  Georgia  conference. 

5.  Charles  Bradwell,  aged  forty  years,  born  in  Liberty  County,  Ga.; 
slave  until  1851;  einancix^ated  by  will  of  his  master,  J.  L.  Bradwell; 
local  x^reacher,  in  charge  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  congregation 
(Andrew’s  Chax^el)  in  the  absence  of  the  minister;  in  the  ministry  ten 
years. 

0.  William  Gaines,  aged  forty-one  years,  born  in  Wills  County,  Ga. ; 
slave  “until  the  Union  forces  freed  me;”  owned  by  Bobert  Toombs, 
formerly  U.  S.  Senator,  and  his  brother,  Gabriel  Toombs;  local  preacher 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (Andrew’s  Chapel);  in  the  ministry 
sixteen  years. 

7.  James  Hill,  aged  fifty  two  years,  born  in  Bryan  County,  Ga. ; 
slave  “ux^  to  the  time  the  Union  army  come  in;”  owned  by  H.  E. 
Willings,  of  Savannah;  in  the  ministry  sixteen  years. 

8.  Glasgow  Taylor,  aged  seventy-two  years,  born  in  Wilkes  County, 
Ga. ; slave  “until  the  Union  army  come;”  owned  by  A.  B.  Wetter;  is 
a local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Exnscopal  Church  (Andrew’s  Chax^el) ; 
iu  the  ministry  thirty-five  years. 

9.  Garrison  Frazier,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  born  in  Granville  County, 
N.  C. ; slave  until  eight  years  ago,  when  he  bought  himself  and  wife, 
Xmying  $1,000  in  gold  and  silver;  is  an  ordained  minister  iu  the  Baptist 
Church,  but,  his  health  failing,  has  now  charge  of  no  congregation;  has 
been  in  the  ministry  thirty-five  years. 

10.  James  Mills,  aged  fifty-six  years,  born  in  Savannah;  freeborn, 
and  is  a licensed  preacher  of  the  First  Baptist  Church;  has  been  eight 
years  in  the  ministry. 

11.  Abraham  Burke,  aged  forty-eight  years,  born  in  Bryan  County, 
Ga. ; slave  until  twenty  years  ago,  when  he  bought  himself  for  $800; 
has  been  in  the  ministry  about  ten  years. 

12.  Arthur  Warded,  aged  forty-four  years,  born  in  Liberty  County, 
Ga. ; slave  until  “freed  by  the  Union  army;”  owned  by  A.  A.  Solo- 
mons, Savannah,  and  is  a licensed  minister  in  the  Baxdist  Church;  has 
been  in  tlie  ministry  six  years. 

13.  Alexander  llarris,  aged  forty-seven  years,  born  in  Savannah; 
freeborn;  licensed  minister  of  Third  African  Baptist  Church;  licensed 
about  one  month  ago. 
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14.  Andrew  N^eal,  aged  sixty-one  years,  born  in  Savannah;  slave 

until  the  Union  army  liberated  me;’’  owned  by  Mr.  William  Gib- 
bons, and  has  been  deacon  in  the  Third  Baptist  Church  for  ten  years. 

15.  James  Porter,  aged  thirty-nine  years,  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C.; 
freeborn,  his  mother  having  jmrchased  her  freedom;  is  lay  reader  and 
president  of  the  board  of  wardens  and  vestry  of  Saint  Stephen’s  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Colored  Church  in  Savannah;  has  been  in  communion 
nine  years;  the  congregation  numbers  about  200  persons;  the  church 
property  is  worth  about  $10,000,  and  is  owned  by  the  congregation. 

16.  Adolphus  Delmotte,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  born  in  Savannah; 
freeborn  ; is  a licensed  minister  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of 
Milledgeville,  congregation  numbering  about  300  or  400  persons ; has 
been  in  the  ministry  about  two  years. 

17.  Jacob  Godfrey,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  born  in  Marion,  S.  C. ; slave 
‘Cintil  the  Union  army  freed  me;”  owned  by  James  E.  Godfrey,  Meth- 
odist preacher,  now  in  the  rebel  army;  is  a class  leader  and  steward 
of  Andrew’s  Chapel  since  1836. 

18.  John  Johnson,  aged  fifty-one  years,  born  in  Bryan  County,  Ga.; 
slave  ‘‘up  to  the  time  the  Union  army  came  here;”  owned  by  W.  W. 
Lincoln,  of  Savannah;  is  class  leader  and  treasurer  of  Andrew’s 
Chapel  for  sixteen  years. 

19.  Eobert  Taylor,  aged  fifty-one  years,  born  in  Wilkes  County, 
Ga. ; slave  “to  the  time  the  Union  army  come;”  was  owned  by 
Augustus  P.  Wetter,  Savannah,  and  is  class  leader  in  Andrew’s 
Chapel  for  nine  years. 

20.  James  Lynch,  aged  twenty-six  years,  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.; 
freeborn;  is  jn’esiding  elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
missionary  to  the  Department  of  the  South;  has  been  seven  years  in 
the  ministry  and  two  years  in  the  South. 

Garrison  Frazier,  being  chosen  by  the  persons  present  to  express 
their  common  sentiments  ui)on  the  matters  of  inquiry,  makes  answers 
to  inquiries  as  follows : 

First.  State  what  your  understanding  is  in  regard  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress and  President  Lincoln’s  proclamation  touching  the  condition  of 
the  colored  people  in  the  rebel  States. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I understand  President  Lincoln’s  proclamation  to  the  rebellions 
States,  it  is,  that  if  they  would  lay  down  their  arms  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  before  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  all  should  be  well,  but  if  they  did  not, 
then  all  the  slaves  in  the  rebel  States  should  be  free,  henceforth  and  forever.  That 
is  what  1 understood. 

Second.  State  what  you  understand  by  slavery,  and  the  freedom  that 
was  to  be  given  by  the  President’s  proclamation. 

Aifsw^er.  Slavery  is  receiving  by  irresistible  power  the  work  of  another  man,  and 
not  by  his  consent.  The  freedom,  as  I understand  it,  promised  by  the  proclamation 
is  taking  us  from  under  the  yoke  of  bondage  and  })lacing  us  where  we  could  reap 
the  fruit  of  our  own  labor  and  take  care  of  ourselves  and  assist  the  Government  in 
maintaining  our  freedom. 

Third.  State  in  what  manner  you  think  you  can  take  care  of  your- 
selves, and  how  can  you  best  assist  the  Government  in  maintaining 
your  freedom. 

Answer.  The  way  we  can  best  take  care  of  ourselves  is  to  have  land,  and  turn 
in  and  till  it  by  our  labor — that  is,  by  the  labor  of  the  women,  and  children,  and  old 
men — and  we  can  soon  maintain  ourselves  and  have  something  to  spare ; and  to  assist 
the  Government  the  young  men  should  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  (government,  and 
serve  in  such  manner  as  they  may  be  wanted.  (The  rebels  told  us  that  they  x>iled 
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them  up  and  made  batteries  of  them,  and  sold  them  to  Cuba,  but  we  don’t  believe 
that.)  We  want  to  be  placed  on  land  until  we  are  able  to  buy  it  and  make  it  our 
own. 

Fourth.  State  in  what  manner  you  would  rather  live,  whether  scat- 
tered among  the  whites  or  in  colonies  by  yourselves  ? 

Answer.  I would  prefer  to  live  by  ourselves,  for  there  is  a prejudice  against  us  in 
the  South  that  Avill  take  years  to  get  over,  but  I do  not  know  that  I can  answer  for 
my  brethren. 

(Mr.  Lynch  says  he  thinks  they  should  not  be  separated,  but  live 
together.  All  the  other  persons  present  being  questioned,  one  by  one, 
answer  that  they  agree  with  Brother  Frazier.”) 

Fifth.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  intelligence  enough  among  the 
slaves  of  the  South  to  maintain  themselves  under  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  equal  protection  of  its  laws,  and  maintain 
good  and  peaceable  relations  among  yourselves  and  with  your  neigh- 
bors'? 

Answer.  I thiuk  there  is  sufficient  intelligence  among  us  to  do  so. 

Sixth.  State  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  black  population  of  the  South 
toward  the  Government  of  the  United  States  j what  is  the  understand- 
ing in  respect  to  the  present  war,  its  causes  and  object,  and  their  dis- 
position to  aid  either  side.  State  fully  your  views. 

Answer.  I think  you  will  find  there  is  thousands  that  are  willing  to  make  any 
sacrifice  to  assist  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  while  there  is  also  many  that 
are  not  willing  to  take  up  arms.  I do  not  suppose  there  is  a dozen  men  that  is  opposed 
to  the  Government.  I understand  as  to  the  war  that  the  South  is  the  aggressor. 
President  Lincoln  was  elected  President  by  a majority  of  the  United  States,  which 
guaranteed  him  the  right  of  holding  the  office  and  exercising  that  right  ov'er  the 
whole  United  States.  The  South,  without  knowing  what  he  would  do,  rebelled. 
The  war  was  commenced  by  the  rebels  before  he  came  into  the  office.  The  object  of 
the  war  was  not,  at  first,  to  give  the  slaves  their  freedom,  but  the  sole  object  of  the 
war  was,  at  first,  to  bring  the  rebellious  States  back  into  the  Union  and  their  loyalty 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Afterward,  knowing  the  value  that  was  set  on  the 
slaves  by  the  rebels,  the  President  thought  that  his  proclamation  would  stimulate 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  reduce  them  to  obedience,  and  help  to  bring  back  the 
rebel  States,  and  their  not  doing  so  has  now  made  the  freedom  of  the  slaves  a part  of 
the  war.  It  is  my  opinion  that  there  is  not  a man  in  this  city  that  could  be  started 
to  help  the  rebels  one  inch,' for  that  would  be  suicide.  There  was  two  black  men 
left  with  the  rebels,  because  they  had  taken  an  active  part  for  the  rebels,  and  thought 
something  might  befall  them  if  they  staid  behind,  but  there  is  not  another  man.  If 
the  prayers  that  have  gone  u^^  for  the  Union  army  could  be  read  out  you  would  not 
get  through  them  these  two  weeks. 

Seventh.  State  whether  the  sentiments  yon  now  express  are  those 
only  of  the  colored  people  in  the  city,  or  do  they  extend  to  the  colored 
population  through  the  country,  and  what  are  your  means  of  knowing 
the  sentiments  of  those  living  in  the  country. 

Answer.  I think  the  sentiments  are  the  same  among  the  colored  people  of  the  State. 
My  opinion  is  formed  by  personal  communication  in  the  course  of  my  ministry,  and 
also  from  the  thousands  that  followed  the  Union  army,  leaving  their  homes  and 
undergoing  suffering.  I did  not  thiuk  there  would  be  so  many;  the  number  sur- 
passed my  expectation. 

Eighth.  If  the  rebel  leaders  were  to  arm  the  slaves  what  would  be  its 
effect'? 

Answer.  I think  they  would  fight  as  long  as  they  were  before  the  bayonet,  and 
just  as  soon  as  they  could  get  away  they  would  desert,  in  my  opinion. 

Ninth.  What,  in  your  oi)inion,  is  the  feeliug  of  the  colored  peoxde 
about  enlisting  and  serving  as  soldiers  of  the  United  States,  and  what 
kind  of  military  service  do  they  prefer? 
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Answer.  A large  number  have  gone  as  soldiers  to  Port  Royal  to  be  drilled  and  put 
in  the  service,  and  I think  there  is  thousands  of  the  young  men  that  will  enlist; 
there  is  something  about  them  that,  perhaps,  is  wrong ; they  have  sulfered  so  long 
from  the  rebels  that  they  want  to  meet  and  have  a chance  with  them  in  the  field. 
Some  of  them  want  to  shoulder  the  musket,  others  want  to  go  into  the  quartermaster 
or  the  commissary’s  service. 

Tenth.  Do  you  understand  the  mode  of  enlistment  of  colored  persons 
in  the  rebel  States,  by  State  agents,  under  the  act  of  Congress'?  If  yea, 
state  what  your  understanding  is. 

Answer.  My  understanding  is  that  colored  persons  enlisted  by  State  agents  are 
enlisted  as  substitutes,  and  give  credit  to  the  States,  and  do  not  swell  the  army, 
because  every  black  man  enlisted  by  a State  agent  leaves  a white  man  at  home ; and 
also,  that  larger  bounties  are  given  or  promised  by  the  State  agents  than  are  given 
by  the  States.  The  great  object  shoukl  be  to  push  through  this  rebellion  the  shortest 
way,  and  there  seems  to  be  something  wanting  in  tbe  enlistment  by  State  agents, 
for  it  don’t  strengthen  the  army,  but  takes  one  away  for  every  colored  man  enlisted. 

Eleventh.  State  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  best  way  to  enlist  col- 
ored men  for  soldiers. 

Answer.  I think,  sir,  that'all  compulsory  operations  should  be  put  a stop  to.  The 
ministers  would  talk  to  them,  and  the  young  men  would  enlist.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  State  agents  to  stay  at  home,  and  the  enlistments 
to  be  made  for  the  United  States  under  the  direction  of  General  Sherman. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Shermaii  the  following  question  was  asked: 

Twelfth.  State  what  is  the  feeling  of  the  colored  people  in  regard  to 
General  Sherman,  and  how  far  do  they  regard  his  sentiments  and 
actions  as  friendly  to  their  rights  and  interests,  or  otherwise. 

Answer.  We  looked  upon  General  Sherman,  prior  to  his  arrival,  as  a man,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  specially  set  apart  to  accomplish  this  work,  and  we  unanimously 
felt  inexpressible  gratitude  to  him,  looking  upon  him  as  a man  that  should  be  hon- 
ored for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty.  Some  of  us  called  upon  him  immedi- 
ately upon  his  arrival,  and  it  is  probable  he  did  not  meet  the  Secretary  with  more 
courtesy  than  he  met  us.  His  conduct  and  deportment  toward  us  eharacterized  him 
as  a friend  and  a gentleman.  We  have  confidence  in  General  Sherman,  and  think 
that  what  concerns  us  could  not  be  under  better  hands.  This  is  our  opinion  now 
from  the  short  acquaintance  and  intercourse  we  have  had. 

(Mr.  Lyncb  states  that,  with  bis  limited  acquaintance  with  General 
Sherman,  he  is  unwilling  to  express  an  opinion.  All  others  present 
declare  their  agreement  with  Mr.  Frazier  about  General  Sherman.) 

Some  conversation  upon  general  subjects  relating  to  General  Sher- 
man’s march  then  ensued,  of  which  no  note  Avas  taken. 

War  Department,  Ad.jut ant- General’s  Office, 

Washington^  February  1,  1865. 

I do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  and  hxithful  report  of 
the  (luestions  and  answers  made  by  the  colored  ministers  and  church 
members  of  Savannah  in  my  presence  and  hearing  at  the  chambers  of 
Major-General  Sherman,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of 
January,  18G5.  The  questions  of  General  Sherman  and  the  Secretary 
of  AVar  Avere  reduced  to  writing  and  read  to  the  persons  present.  The 
ansAA^ers  were  made  by  tlie  reverend  Garrison  Frazier,  who  AAms  selected 
by  the  other  ministers  and  church  members  to  ansAver  for  them.  The 
ansAvers  Avere  Avritten  down  in  his  exact  Avords,  and  read  oA^er  to  the 
others,  who,  one  by  one,  expressed  his  concurrence  or  dissent,  as  above 
set  forth. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) War  Department, 

Ko.  — . ( Savannah^  Ga.,  January  12^  1865. 

The  following  officers  are,  by  direction  of  the  President,  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  according  to  their  brevet  rank: 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  It.  Woods,  JJ.  S.  Yolnnteers;  Bvt.  Alaj.  Gen. 
John  M.  Corse,  IT.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  U.  S. 
Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  AVilliams,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Judson 
Kilpatrick,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary,  U.  S. 
Volunteers;  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T. 
Clark,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods,  U.  S. 
Volunteers  (colonel  Seventy* sixth  Ohio  Volunteers);  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen. 
Ario  Pardee,  jr.,  U.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers) ; Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Barnum, 
G.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers); Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  P.  Buell,  G.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel 
Eifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers);  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Ketcham, 
G.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Kew  York  Volun- 
teers); Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Cogswell,  G.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel 
Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers);  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  C.  Hobart,  G. 
S.  volunteers  (colonel  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers);  Bvt.  Brig. 
Gen.  B.  D.  Fearing,  G.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel  Mnety-second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers); Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Smith  D.  Atkins,  G.  S.  Volunteers  (colonel 
Kinety-second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry). 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWKSEND, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Gen eral. 


General  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  4.  ) Beaufort^  S.  0.,  January  12,  1865. 

Capt.  P.  A.  Taylor,  Signal  Corps,  G.  S.  Army,  having  reported  to 
the  major-general  commanding,  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  Ko. 
343,  VVar  Department,  October  12,  1864,  will  immediately  assume  com- 
mand and  direction  of  the  signal  detachment  of  this  army,  relieving 
Capt.  J.  M.  McClintock,  acting  chief  signal  officer,  therefrom.  The 
major-general  commanding  desires  to  express  to  Captain  McClintock 
his  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  him  during  the  late  cam- 
paign in  Georgia. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAIML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  1 Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  5.  ) Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  12,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  takes  great 
pleasure  in  ])romulgating  tlie  following  congratulatory  order  of  Vlajor- 
General  Slierman,  and  in  connection  with  it  he  wishes  to  renew  the 
expressions  of  grateful  acknowledgment  due  the  officers  and  soldiers 
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of  this  command  for  the  prominent  part  they  have  so  successfully  borne 
in  the  extensive  and  important  operations  referred  to  by  the  com- 
inander-in-chief.* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  j 
Field  Orders, 
No.  10.  : 

# * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort^  S.  0.,  January  12^  1865. 

* , * * * # 


HI.  The  movement  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  as  ordered  by 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  9,  from  these  head{piarters,  is  postponed  one 
(lay. 

Major-General  Blair. will  cause  his  command  to  be  moved  to  the 
vicinity  of  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  to-morrow  and  the  preparations  for  cross- 
ing will  be  completed  by  the  day  after. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Thunderbolt,  January  12,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Ma.ior:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  still  remains  here 
ready  for  embarkation  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  about  as  follows : 
General  Blair’s  headquarters,  25  wagons,  2.')()  animals;  Fourth  Division, 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  10  wagons,  1,150  animals,  50  ambulances, 
six-gun  battery  (equal  to  12  wagons),  100  animals;  department  head- 
quarters, 110  animals;  signal  corps,  25  animals;  pontoon  train,  110 
animals;  total,  103  wagons,  1,745  animals.  1 am  advised  by  officers  of 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  now  here,  that  at  the  average  rate  of  shij)- 
ment  they  will  not  all  embark  before  to-morrow  night  or  next  day  morn- 
ing, alter  which  we  can  commence  on  the  transportation  of  the  First 
Division  of  our  corps.  About  one-third  of  General  Woods’  troops  are 
gone  and  others  embarking  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps  transportation, 
some  without  taking  their  r.egimental  wagons;  others  do  not  get  even 
it  on  board.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  can  all  go  at  once  if 
directed,  and  commence  on  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division  to-morrow 
afternoon,  if  necessary.  Hardly  any  of  these  vessels  but  would  carry  a 
brigade  of  men  after  all  transportation  is  on  board.  The  great  trouble 
is  to  store  the  animals  on  these  little  boats.  I do  not  believe  we  can 
ship  any  of  the  Second  Division  transportation  before  Sunday  after- 
noon or  Monday,  if  then.  Please  advise  the  general  that  I will  be  in 
Savannah  again  to-night,  and  may  be  able  to  give  him  more  satisfactory 
information  then. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FOET, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Beaufort^  8.  C.,  January  12^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Le&gett, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  the  movement  for  to-morrow  is  countermanded,  and  will 
not  be  made  until  to-morrow  night. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division.) 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  ] Beaufort^  8.  0.,  January  12^  1865. 

###**** 

lY.  The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at 
any  time  during  the  night  at  twenty  minutes’  notice.  The  Second  Bri- 
gade, Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  have  the  advance.  The  regi- 
ments of  this  brigade  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  ten  minutes’ 
notice. 

The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieutenant  Bailey  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Second  Brigade. 

The  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery.  Ambulances  and  two  ammunition  wagons 
will  follow  each  brigade. 

The  transportation  will  follow  in  same  order  as  the  troops. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  \ War  Department, 

No.  7.  i 8avannali^  Ga.,  January  12^  1865. 

The  limits  of  the  Department  of  the  South  are  extended  so  as  to 
embrace  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  The  headquarters  will  remain 
at  Hilton  Head.  The  department  will,  until  further  instructions,  be 
subject  to  the  orders  and  control  of  Major-General  Sherman. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  10.  ) Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  12,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox,  commanding  Fifty-fifth  Kegiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  to  Thunderbolt 
Battery,  near  Savannah,  Ga.,  with  his  command  and  disembark  at  that 
place  without  delay.  Tlie  quartermaster’s  departmeut  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

#**♦##* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

THOKNDIKE  D.  HODGES, 

Capt.,  35th  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen, 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island^  8.  (7.,  January  12^  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I would  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  facts 
relative  to  the  flag  of  truce  which  took  place  in  Charleston  Harbor  this 
day: 

At  9 a.  m.  I received  a signal  dispatch  from  Captain  Scott,  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  fleet,  stating  that  a Captain  Audenried  was  at 
the  fleet  with  some  citizens  of  Savannah  to  be  sent  through  our  lines 
by  a flag  of  truce  at  Cole’s  Island.  I immediately  sent  one  of  my 
aides  to  Captain  Scott  to  obtain  more  particular  information  of  the 
matter.  He  reported  to  me  that  my  signal  sergeant  had  made  an 
error  in  the  dispatch,  which  should  have  read  Charleston  Harbor 
instead  of  Cole’s  Island;  that  Captain  Audenried  represented  himself 
as  being  one  of  General  Sherman’s  staft,  and  that  he  was  sent  here  for 
the  above-mentioned  business  by  the  order  of  General  Sherman. 
Captain  Scott  was  unable  to  inform  me  whether  the  officer  had  any 
written  authority  or  instructions,  but  suffered  the  steamer  to  pass  the 
picket  monitor  to  the  rendezvous  of  exchange.  As  I had  received  no 
instructions  from  Major-General  Foster  in  regard  to  the  truce  I acted 
upon  my  previous  orders,  and  at  once  stopped  the  steamer  in  its 
Iirogress  before  it  had  communicated  with  the  rebel  tug.  I then  dis- 
patched my  aide  to  confer  with  Captain  Audenried,  and  to  discover 
whether  he  was  clothed  with  any  written  authority.  If  he  Avere  not 
my  orders  were  to  suspend  the  flag  of  truce.  Not  having  such  creden- 
tials, Captain  Audenried  came  ashore  to  me  at  Fort  Strong,  and  stated 
that  his  orders  were  verbal  from  General  Sherman  to  transfer  the 
parties.  Upon  such  authority  I told  him  I could  not  permit  it,  but 
while  conversing  with  him  I unexpectedly  received  the  desired  instruc- 
tions from  Major-General  Foster,  and  at  once  allowed  him  to  proceed. 
I regret  to  say  that  the  dispatch  referred  to  was  culpably  delayed  in 
being  forwarded  to  me  by  some  now  unknown  parties,  who,  when  dis- 
covered, will  be  severely  punished.  The  unfortunate  delay  caused  by 
this  neglect  of  the  quartermaster  or  captain  of  the  steamer  lasted 
about  one  hour. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCITIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern,  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island^  8.  0.,  January  12,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  8outh : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a com- 
munication of  the  11th  instant  from  Major  Anderson,  aide-de-camp, 
containing  information  relative  to  a flag  of-truce  boat  sent  here  by 
order  of  General  Sherman,  and  also  apprising  me  of  the  intended  visit 
of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  island.  The  instruc- 
tions therein  contained  Avill  be  fully  carried  out.  I have  also  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  7th  instant. 
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clisapproviDg  of  the  firing  in  the  channel,  and  also  announcing  the  fact 
that  a regiment  of  infantry  will  be  sent  to  report  to  me  before  the  expi- 
ration of  many  days.  With  regard  to  the  firing,  I have  to  report  that 
during  two  nights  twenty  shots  were  fired  by  my  batteries  since  my 
last  communication.  During  the  remaining  nights  the  moon  was  so 
bright  that  the  enemy’s  movements  could  be  fully  i)erceived,  and  as 
they  attempted  nothing  there  was  no  further  firing.  Eegarding  the 
arrival  of  the  regiment,  I have  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  much 
needed;  not  from  the  fact  that  I apprehend  an  attack  from  the  enemy, 
but  on  account  of  the  necessity  by  which  I am  compelled  to  maintain 
a long  outpost  line.  My  men  are  often  on  duty  for  several  nights  in 
succession  without  sleep.  This  hard  duty  accounts  for  the  increase  in 
my  sick  list. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

Cl£iT*f7Q  T1  "i" 

’ A.  SOHIMMELFENNIG, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commandmg. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Oa.,  January  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yours  in  reference  to  promotions  and  your  movement.  He 
also  directs  me  to  say  he  wishes  you  to  move  on  Pocotaligo  as  soon  as 
you  can  be  well  prepared,  and  that  success  maybe  assured  he  does  not 
wish  you  to  hurry  matters  to  the  expense  or  endangering  of  success. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders.  > In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  11.  ; January  13,  1865. 

I.  Surg.  W.  0.  Bennett,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  as  medical  inspector  of  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  and  is  assigned  to 
the  charge  of  hospitals  of  the  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia,  in  and 
around  the  city  of  Savannah. 

**«=**  * * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  1 Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  11.  ) Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  13, 1865. 

1.  Ool.  M.  C.  Garber,  senior  chief  quartermaster.  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  is  relieved  from  such  duty,  and  will  forthwith 
proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  report  to  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Army. 
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IX.  A force  equal  to  a brigade,  from  the  troops  present  of  the  First 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  in  command  of  Ool.  Thomas  Guriy, 
Twenty-seventh  Missouri  Infantry,  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning, 
the  14th  instant,  following  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  to  Port  Poyal  Ferry, 
at  which  point  they  will  receive  further  orders  from  the  major-general 
commanding. 

#*#**#* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

i^avannalij  Ga.^  January  13^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  no  alteration  to  make  in  my  statements  to  you  last 
night  in  relation  to  the  embarkation  of  the  First  Division.  I do  not 
think  that  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  will  complete  its  embarkation 
before  some  time  to  morrow,  but  will  advise  you  as  soon  as  I can  find 
out.  I do  not  think  any  of  the  Second  Division  can  be  embarked  before 
Monday  morning,  unless  you  desire  to  send  the  troops  before  the  trans- 
portation. I will  see  you  to-night,  and  may  know  more  about  it  then. 
I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FORT, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thunderholf  Ga.,  January  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I sent  oft*  three  regiments 
this  morning.  I have  now  left  one  small  regiment  from  each  brigade 
wdiich  I have  retained  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  details  to  load  the 
wagons.  If  the  Second  Division  comes  down  to-morrow  morning  they 
will  be  able  to  commence  sending  troops  off.-  I have  two  additional 
wharves  built  which  will  facilitate  the  shipment  of  the  corps  very 
much. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CPIAS.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  MoW'ER, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you,  in  sending  the  inclosed  order,  that  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  laid 
the  command  will  commence  crossing.  Colonel  Kirby  will  make  his 
movement  for  the  capture  of  the  pickets  as  soon  as  it  is  dark,  and 
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when  he  succeeds  in  driving  the  enemy  away  the  bridge  will  be  laid. 
The  forward  movement  on  Pocotaligo  will  commence  at  daylight 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant. 

0.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  i Beaufort^  S.  (7.,  January  13,  1865. 

**###** 

II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-day: 

1.  At  3 o’clock  this  p.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding 
Third  Division,  will  move  his  command  to  a point  to  be  designated  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirby,  picket  officer,  near  the  Port  Koyal  Ferry. 

2.  At  4 p.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division, 
will  move  his  command  to  a i>osition  in  rear  of  General  Leggett. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  5 p.  m.  and  encamp  near  the  river. 

4.  The  pontoon  train.  Major  Hill  commanding,  will  move  out  at  1 
o’clock  this  p.  m.  on  the  Port  Poyal  Ferry  road. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett  will  detail  from  his  command  one  regiment 
as  guard  to  the  pontoon  train.  This  regiment  will  be  prepared  to  move 
when  the  train  passes  the  camp. 

Brigadier-General  Leggett  will  furnish  such  details  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kirby  may  wish  to  effect  a crossing.  As  soon  as  the  crossing 
has  been  secured  Brigadier-General  Leggett  will  throw  over  the  river 
in  boats  two  regiments,  who  will  at  once  throw  up  a bridge-head  at  the 
proper  point  to  protect  the  bridge.  The  bridge  will  then  be  laid  and 
the  command  crossed  over  and  placed  in  camp  until  daylight  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  the  forward  movement  on  Pocotaligo  will  be  com- 
menced. 

The  command  will  be  provided  with  three  days’  rations  from  to-mor- 
row morning. 

##***## 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  January  13,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  the  South  : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  according  to  information  re- 
ceived from  deserters,  the  observations  of  my  outposts,  and  the  enemy’s 
intercepted  signal  dispatches,  there  is  now  in  my  front  about  the  same 
force  of  the  enemy  as  was  reported  by  me  in  a communication  dated 
August  16,  1864,  and  of  Avhicli  a copy  is  herewith  inclosed.*  As  far  as 
changes  have  taken  place  to  my  knowledge  I have  marked  them  in  red 
ink.  Not  only  is  the  strength  the  same,  but  the  identical  regiments 
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and  companies  are  liere  now.  The  only  troops  reported  last  August  of 
which  I have  lost  track  are  the  Fifth  Georgia  Infantry  and  some  com- 
panies of  the  Thirty-second  Georgia  Infantry.  More  recent  and  specific 
information  having  been  received  with  regard  to  the  batteries,  garrisons, 
&c.,  of  Sullivan’s  Island,  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Fort  Sumter,  I herewith 
inclose  the  reports  of  Captain  Luttwitz,  of  my  staff,  on  these  three  points. 
I also  inclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Kozlay,  commanding  post  of  Folly 
Island,  on  the  new  batteries  erected  on  John’s  Island,  near  Stono  Eiver. 
These  latter  have  all  been  armed  since  Colonel  Kozlay’s  report.  From 
intercepted  signal  messages  I have  the  following  given  as  the  arma- 
ment of  the  city  batteries : Battery  Eamsey,  one  12|-inch  Blakely  gun, 
one  11-inch  Dahlgren,  three  10-inch  columbiads,  one  42-pounder  rifle, 
one  11-inch  Brooke j Battery  Waring,  two  10-inch  columbiads;  Cal- 
houn Street  Battery,  one  8-inch  rifle;  Lawrence  Street  Battery,  one 
10-inch  columbiad;  Blakely  Gun  Battery,  one  12|-inch  Blakely  gun; 
Vander hors t’s  Wharf  Battery,  one  42-pounder  rifle,  one  10-inch  colum- 
biad; Castle  Pinckney,  three  10-inch  columbiads,  one  8-inch  Brooke 
rifle.  Another  message  states  that  1,100  Austrian  rifles  have  been 
drawn  for  the  Second  South  Carolina  Artillery.  Another  message 
speaks  of  500  Enfield  rifles  and  150  Springfield  rifle  muskets  being 
drawn  for  the  First  South  Carolina  Artillery. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  January  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

; Savannah,  Ga.: 

I My  Dear  General:  I have  just  sent  a letter  to  Admiral  Porter, 
giving  him  the  information  you  ask  for  in  your  letter  to  Admiral  Dahl- 
gren of  the  7th  instant.  When  you  get  into  this  State,  where  I think 
you  will  be  joyfully  received  by  the  mass  of  the  population,  I hope  to 
be  able  to  assist  in  some  way.  My  force  in  this  district  is  some  9,000, 
and  of  these  scarcely  more  than  6,000  effective.  Everything  that  could 
be  spared  was  sent  to  Virginia.  I can  worry  the  rebels  on  the  railroad 
between  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough,  if  you  think  that  advisable. 
Do  you  wish  that  road  destroyed  ? I have  1,000,000  rounds  of  small 
ammunition  and  a good  supply  of  other.  When  you  get  near  me  I can 
furnish  you  supplies.  Please  suggest  to  me,  if  you  have  time  to  do  so, 
what  you  would  like  to  have  me  do  and  what  preparations  you  would 
like  to  have  me  make  here  for  you.  If  you  wish  the  railroad  put  in 
order  I must  have  iron  and  workmen,  &c.  If  you  are  going  to  need 
su])plies  I must  prepare  for  that,  and  if  more  cars  or  engines,  or 
more  river  transportation,  &c.,  is  to  be  needed  I would  like  to  know 
it.  I hoj)e  you  will  find  time  to  write  to  me.  We  are  all  throwing  up  our 
hats  for  Sherman  and  his  army,  and  the  whole  country  is  rubbing  its 
hands  over  you. 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMEPv, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Special  ')  Hdqrs..Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  >•  Jn  the  Fields  Savannah^  Ga., 

No.  12.  ) January  14^  1865, 

It  beiug  represented  that  the  Confederate  army  and  armed  bands  of 
robbers,  acting  professedly  under  the  authority  of  the  Confederate 
Government,  are  harassing  the  people  of  Georgia  and  endeavoring  to 
intimidate  them  in  the  efforts  they  are  making  to  secure  to  themselves 
provisions,  clothing,  security  to  life  and  property,  and  the  restoration 
of  law  and  good  government  in  the  State,  it  is  hereby  ordered  and 
made  public : 

I.  That  the  farmers  of  Georgia  may  bring  into  Savannah,  Fernan- 
dina,  or  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  marketing,  such  as  beef,  pork,  mutton, 
vegetables  of  any  kind,  fish,  &c.,  as  well  as  cotton  in  smalf  quantities, 
and  sell  the  same  in  open  market,  except  the  cotton,  which  must  be 
sold  by  or  through  the  Treasury  agents,  and  may  invest  the  proceeds 
in  family  stores,  such  as  bacon  and  flour  in  reasonable  quantities,  gro- 
ceries, shoes,  and  clothing,  and  articles  not  contraband  of  war,  and 
carry  the  same  back  to  their  families.  No  trade  stores  will  be 
attempted  in  the  interior,  or  stocks  of  goods  sold  for  them,  but  families 
may  club  together  for  mutual  assistance  and  protection  in  coming  and 
going. 

II.  The  people  are  encouraged  to  meet  together  in  peaceful  assem- 
blage to  discuss  measures  looking  to  their  safety  and  good  government 
and  the  restoration  of  State  and  National  authority,  and  will  be  pro- 
tected by  the  National  army  when  so  doing,  and  all  peaceable  inhab- 
itants who  satisfy  the  commanding  officers  that  they  are  earnestly 
laboring  to  that  end  must  not  only  be  left  undisturbed  in  property  and 
lierson,  but  must  be  protected  as  far  as  possible,  consistent  with  the 
military  operations.  If  any  farmer  or  peaceable  inhabitant  is  molested 
by  the  enemy,  viz,  the  Confederate  army  or  guerrillas,  because  of  his 
friendship  for  the  National  Government,  the  perpetrator,  if  caught, 
will  be  summarily  punished  or  his  family  made  to  suffer  for  the  outrage; 
but  if  the  crime  cannot  be  traced  to  the  actual  party  then  retaliation 
will  be  made  on  the  adherents  to  the  cause  of  the  rebellion.  Should  a 
Union  man  be  murdered  then  a rebel  selected  by  lot  will  be  shot,  or  if  a 
Union  family  be  persecuted  on  account  of  the  cause  a rebel  family  will 
be  banished  to  a foreign  land.  In  aggravated  cases  retaliation  will  be 
extended  as  high  as  five  for  one.  All  commanding  officers  will  act 
promptly  in  such  cases  and  report  their  action  after  the  retaliation  is 
done. 

****### 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[January  14,  18G5. — For  Howard  to  Sherman,  reporting  advance  to 
Pocotaligo,  &c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  192.] 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  12. 

* # 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort^  S.  C.,  January  14,  1865. 
# # * * # 


VII.  The  following  movement  of  the  army  is  directed  for  to-morrow: 
Major-General  Blair  will  intrench  a division  strongly  confronting 
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Pocotaligo,  and  witli  the  other  two  divisions  make  a detour  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  left.  The  brigade  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  now  near  Garden’s 
Corners  will  move  to  near  {Stony  Creek  and  be  ready  to  support  the 
division  in  front  of  Pocotaligo.  In  case  the  enemy  is  gone  in  the 
morning  General  Blair  will  secure  some  point  on  the  railroad  and  com- 
municate with  General  Hatch  on  the  Coosawhatchie.  Kations  and 
forage  will  be  brought  forward  for  the  troops  this  side  of  Port  Boyal 
as  fast  as  they  can  be  procured  at  Beaufort  and  transported. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen,  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  11.  ) Near  Pocotaligo^  S.  0.,  January  14, 1865, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  at  once 
proceed  to  intrench  the  position  he  now  occupies  and  to-morrow  will 
attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy  and  annoy  him  as  much  as  possible. 

At  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  General  G.  A.  Smith  will  move  his  command 
out  on  the  road  just  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division,  running  in  a north- 
east direction. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division.  The  intention  of  the  movement  is  to  strike  the  rail- 
road north  of  Pocotaligo,  and  further  directions  will  be  given  for  the 
movement  to-morrow. 

Ten  ordnance  teams  and  ambulance  train  will  accompany  each 
division;  the  remainder  of  the  train  will  be  parked  in  rear  of  the  Third 
Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair; 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  ) Port  Boyal  Island,  January  14,  1865. 

I.  This  command  will  move  across  the  river  promptly  at  daylight 
(6.30  a.  111.),  moving  in  same  order  as  before. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Leggett: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  €.,  January  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  TI.  S.  Armies,  present : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  request  respectfully  that  the  follow- 
ing-named officers  may  be  brevetted  for  gallant  conduct  on  the  field  of 
battle,  viz:  Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
(colored),  to  be  brevetted  brigadier- general  for  gallant  conduct  at  the 
engagement  of  Honey  Hill,  S.  C.,  December  30,  1864.  Capt.  George 
E,  Gouraud,  aide-de-camp,  to  be  brevetted  major  for  gallantry  in  the 
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engagement  of  Honey  Hill,  S.  0.,  December  30, 1864.  Colonel  Hartwell 
gallantly  led  his  brigade  against  the  enemy’s  Avorks  and  fell  pierced 
with  three  wounds,  his  horse  being  shot  under  him.  Captain  Gouraud 
was  much  exposed  and  very  efficient  during  the  engagement,  and  upon 
the  fall  of  Colonel  Hartwell  rallied  and  reformed  his  regiment.  Both 
are  earnestly  recommended  for  the  above  promotion  as  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  their  merit  and  a reward  for  their  gallant  conduct. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  14,  1865. 

Major  Strong: 

(Of  General  Foster’s  staff.) 

Major:  My  bridge  is  laid  and  the  forces  are  crossing,  but  the  can- 
vas is  rotten.  I want  your  bridge,  boats  and  all,  sent  me  by  Avater  as 
soon  as  possible  by  Broad  Eiver  and  Whale  Branch  to  Port  Boyal 
Ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  (7.,  January  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Hivision : 

General:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  the 
major-general  commanding,  dated  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  13,  1865: 

Send  word  to  General  Hatch  at  once  that  he  will  keep  all  his  force  with  him  and 
prepare  to  move  on  the  offensive  in  co-operation  with  General  Howard  as  soon  as  a 
forward  movement  is  made.  It  is  not  the  present  purpose  to  withdraw  General 
Hatch  and  his  forces  from  their  present  position.  If  the  regiment  that  Avas  to  go  to 
Florida  has  not  gone  detain  it  where  it  is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  8avannah,  Ga., 

No.  13.  ) January  15,  1865. 

The  Department  of  the  South  having  been  placed  within  the  sphere 
of  this  command,  and  it  being  highly  desirable  that  one  uniform  policy 
prevail  touching  commerce  and  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South,  the  following  general  rules  and  principles  will  be  adhered  to 
unless  modified  by  law  or  the  orders  of  the  War  Department. 

I.  Commerce  with  foreign  nations  or  in  an  enlarged  sense  cannot  be 
permitted  or  undertaken  until  the  National  authority  is  established  to 
an  extent  that  Avill  give  the  necessary  courts  and  offices  to  control  and 
manage  such  matters.  Trade  Avill  be  confined  to  a limited  barter  and 
sale  proportioned  to  the  necessary  AA^ants  of  the  army  and  ot  the 
inhabitants  dependent  on  it  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  even  that 
trade  must  be  kei)t  subject  to  strict  military  control  or  surveillance. 
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II.  Trade  stores  will  be  permitted  at  Beaufort,  Hilton  Head,  Savan- 
nab,  Fernandina,  Saint  Augustine,  and  Jacksonville,  in  all  articles  of 
clothing  and  food,  groceries,  ladies’  and  children’s  goods  generally,  and 
articles  not  contraband  of  war. 

III.  To  trade  is  a privilege,  and  no  person  will  be  allowed  to  buy  and 
sell  for  profit  unless  he  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  subscribe 
to  any  legal  oath  or  obligation  that  is  or  maybe  prescribed  by  law,  and 
at  i^oints  threatened  by  an  enemy  the  officer  commanding  may  further 
exact  as  a condition  that  the  trader  shall  himself  engage  to  serve  in 
some  military  capacity  to  aid  in  defense  of  the  place. 

lY.  Persons  desiring  to  trade  will  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  post  and  obtain  his  written  consent,  specifying  the  kind,  nature, 
and  extent  of  the  trade,  and  when  he  requires  importations  from  North- 
ern  cities  he  will  in  like  manner  apply  for  his  permit.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  the  post  may  appoint  some  good  officer  to  supervise  these 
matters,  who  will  frequently  inspect  the  stores,  and  when  there  is  not 
sufficient  competition  will  fix  the  prices  of  sale.  These  stores  will  in 
like  manner  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  commanding  general 
of  the  Department  of  the  South  by  himself  or  an  inspector-general. 

V.  In  order  that  purchases  may  be  made  with  economy  the  com- 
manding officer  of  each  post  will  make  reports  of  his  action  in  regard 
to  trade,  with  the  names  of  traders,  amounts  of  goods  desired  for  sale, 
&c.,  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  who  will  in  like 
manner  make  full  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  to  the 
end  that  he  may  instruct  the  collectors  of  ports  from  which  shipments 
are  expected  as  to  the  necessary  permits  and  clearances.  It  being 
utterly  impracticable  that  a general  commanding  military  operations 
should  give  his  personal  attention  to  such  matters,  it  is  desirable  that 
as  much  power  as  possible  should  be  delegated  to  post  commanders, 
and  they  should  be  held  to  the  strictest  account  that  no  trade  is  per- 
mitted injurious  to  the  military  interests  of  the  United  States. 

VI.  Sales  of  cotton  will  be  restricted  absolutely  to  the  U.  S.  Treasury 
agents,  and  no  title  in  cotton  or  bill  of  sale  will  be  respected  until  after 
the  cotton  is  sold  at  Hew  York.  Country  people  having  small  lots  of 
cotton  are  permitted  to  bring  the  same  in  to  be  exchanged  for  food  and 
clothing  for  their  families.  The  quartermaster  will  set  aside  a store  or 
warehouse  to  which  each  wagon  bearing  cotton  will,  after  entering  the 
military  lines,  proceed  direct,  where  an  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment will  receive  and  weigh  the  same  and  pay  for  it  the  price  fixed  in 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  2,  1864,  viz: 

Tliree-fonrtlis  the  value  of  cotton  as  quoted  in  the  New  York  market ; and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  lierehy  requested  to  make  appointments  of  agents  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  said  act  at  the  posts  of  Hilton  Head,  Savannah,  Eernan- 
dina,  and  .Jacksonville. 

VII.  In  order  that  the  duties  hereby  imposed  on  commanding  officers 
of  posts  may  not  be  neglected  or  slighted  by  the  changes  incident  to 
rank  and  changes  of  troops,  the  commanding  general  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South  will  appoint  a special  officer  to  command  at  each  of 
said  posts,  with  a small  garrison,  not  to  be  changed  without  his  order; 
and  when  other  troops,  commanded  by  a senior  are  added  or  arrive 
the  command  of  the  post  will  not  change,  but  the  additional  troops 
will  be  encamfied  near  by  and  act  according  to  special  instructions. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Cen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTOH, 

A ssistant  A djutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beavfortj  S,  C.,  January  15,  1865 — 5.15  p.  on. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Coononanding  Militao'y  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : The  enemy  abandoned  the  strong  works  in  our  front  dur- 
ing the  night.  General  Blair’s  corps  occupies  a strong  position  across 
the  railroad,  covering  all  the  approaches  eastward  to  Pocotaligo. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Slocum.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C.,  Januao'y  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  The  enemy  continued  a heavy  artillery  fire  last  night 
until  it  was  quite  dark.  This  morning  at  daybreak  we  found  he  had 
abandoned  the  works  in  our  front  and  gone.  I was  very  much  obliged, 
for  the  position  was  a very  strong  one  to  carry  and  thoroughly  forti- 
fied. The  main  fort  had  twenty-four  embrasures  and  the  marsh  was 
impassable.  Again  I had  tried  to  avoid  fighting  on  Sunday,  but  last 
night  did  not  see  how  it  could  well  be  avoided.  Three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  found  newly  buried  at  Garden’s  Corners.  All  information 
goes  to  show  that  the  enemy  has  gone  to  Salkehatchie.  General  Blair 
is  strongly  posted  on  high  ground  across  the  railroad  and  covering  all 
approaches  to  Pocotaligo.  He  has  as  many  as  eight  days’  rations  and 
considerable  forage  with  him  and  en  route.  I directed  him  to  recon- 
noiter  toward  Salkehatchie  and  toward  Robertsville,  in  order  to  com- 
municate with  Slocum,  and  also  to  open  communication  with  General 
Poster’s  troops,  and  feel  the  way  back  along  the  Union  Causeway.  By 
combining  different  escorts  of  headquarters  he  will  be  able  to  do  this 
without  using  infantry.  Not  much  is  left  in  the  country  in  that  vicin- 
ity. We  have  a few  large  stacks  of  rice  and  a good  mill.  The  boats 
of  General  Foster’s  bridge  have  reached  the  Port  Royal  Ferry,  but  not 
the  other  material.  As  soon  as  communication  is  open  along  Union 
Causeway  I will  have  our  remaining  animals  at  least  sent  that  way.  I 
inclose  you  some  late  rebel  papers. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I neglected  to  state  that  the  enemy  destroyed  three  bridges 
and  partially  destroyed  a fourth  in  front  of  General  Blair  yesterday, 
but  he  quickly  repaired  them  by  using  abandoned  buildings. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

[Indorse  jaent.] 


General  Slocum: 

From  Howard.  Push  Ward’s  division  up  to  Hardeeville  and  meet 
any  of  Howard’s  i)eople  coming  from  the  direction  of  Coosawhatchie; 
also  let  another  division  of  the  Twentieth  cross  on  to  Ward’s  rear. 

SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  15 ^ 1865. 

Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Tbe  movement  on  Pocotaligo  has  been  completely  suc- 
cessful. I have  just  returned  from  the  railroad  station  near  that  place. 
I only  used  one  brigade  (Colonel  Smith’s)  of  your  corps,  and  kept  that 
in  reserve.  It  is  now  at  Garden’s  Corners.  The  road  from  here  to 
Pocotaligo  is  quite  good.  I have  directed  General  Blair  to  recoiinoiter 
back  toward  Savannah  via  Hardeeville  and  the  Union  Causeway.  As 
soon  as  you  get  this  dispatch  please  order  your  mounted  infantry  and 
general  officers’  headquarters  escorts,  that  they  don’t  need,  to  push  out 
and  see  if  they  cannot  push  through  to  Pocotaligo,  sending  word  back 
to  you  as  to  the  practicability  of  that  route  for  transportation  or 
animals.  The  steamers  are  slower  in  bringing  animals  than  anything 
else.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  ordered  forward  at 
the  same  time. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, . 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo^  8.  (7.,  January  15 j 1865. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Department  and  Anny  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain  : There  is  a good  road,  and  I think  two  of  them,  from  this 
point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tullifinny  River,  on  Broad  River.  The  dis- 
tance is  twelve  miles.  If  supplies  can  be  brought  up  in  steamers  to 
that  point  my  command  can  be  supplied  much  easier  than  by  Port 
Royal  Ferry,  besides  leaving  that  road  for  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
My  command  is  in  good  position  and  can  withstand  any  force  in  the 
State  or  out  of  it.  I will  send  you  a sketch  of  the  position  as  soon  as 
it  can  be  made.  I have  sent  a small  force  toward  Salkehatchie  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I forward  report  of  the  reconnaissance  to  Salkehatchie  just 
received. 


[Inclosure.] 

Mason’s  Bridge,  January  15,  1865. 

Major-General  Blair: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I reached  this  bridge  at  3 p.  m. 
and  found  General  Hatch  here.  The  bridge  is  destroyed  and  cannot 
cross  until  repaired.  The  engineers  say  it  will  be  completed  by  morn- 
ing, when  I will  proceed  as  directed. 

Very  respectfully, 

j.  A.  McQueen, 

Lieutemant,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo  Station^  January  15,  1865. 

Captain  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  By  advice  of  my  surgeon,  and  with  the  consent  of  Major- 
General  Blair,  I have  temporarily  turned  over  my  command  to  General 
M.  F.  Force,  hopiug  that  a few  days’  entire  rest  may  refit  me  for  duty. 
1 am  feeling  very  poorly  to- day. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  LEGGETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Focotaligoj  JS.  (7.,  January  15,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutarit- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  reconnaissance  I sent 
out  this  p.  m.  found  a good  road  leading  to  the  landing  on  the  Tulli- 
finny — on  the  opposite  side,  however,  from  where  the  fleet  lands  sup- 
plies for  General  Foster’s  command.  The  landing  is  seven  miles  from 
this  place  5 needs  a wharf  to  enable  supplies  to  be  landed.  The  road 
is  the  first  left  hand  one  after  crossing  the  Pocotaligo  bridge  on  the 
Coosawhatchie  road. 

I am,  captain,  very  truly  yours, 

M.  F.  FOKCE, 
Brigadier- General. 

[Iiulorseuieut.] 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Focotaligo,  8.  C.,  January  15,  1865. 
Kespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding. 


FBANK  P.  BLAIB,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  \ Savannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865. 

Division  commanders  making  all  necessary  preparations  for  a new 
campaign  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  march  from  Savan- 
nah on  Wednesday  next,  tbe  18th  instant.  Ten  days’  rations  of  hard 
bread,  cofiee,  sugar,  and  salt,  and  four  days’  rations  of  salt  meat  will 
be  carried,  each  wagon  being  loaded  with  from  1,800  to  2,000  pounds. 
All  surplus  wagons  must  be  loaded  with  forage.  One  wagon  only  will 
be  allowed  to  division  commissaries  for  scales,  measures,  paulins,  broken 
packages,  &c.,  and  all  wagons  appropriated  to  the  commissary  depart- 
ment above  this  number  will  be  counted  as  loaded  with  rations  for  the 
men.  Begimental,  brigade,  and  division  headquarters  wngons  and  ord- 
nance and  ambulance  trains  will  haul  at  least  three  days’  rations  of 
forage  for  their  animals;  the  batteries  four  days’.  The  ordnance  trains 
will  be  loaded  with  the  same  complement  of  infantry  and  artillery 
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ammunition  as  they  carried  upon  leaving  Atlanta.  The  trains  will  be 
apportioned  and  loaded  under  the  supervision  of  the  corps  and  division 
quartermasters. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutencmt- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Washington,  D.  January  15,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Hilton  Head : 

General:  Your  letters  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant  are  just  received. 
The  Secretary  of  War  must  have  reached  Savannah  by  the  9th  or 
10th,  and  I presume  has  decided  all  questions  asked  in  your  communi- 
cations. 

Very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Hilton  Head,  January  15,  1865, 

General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Howard,  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  crossed  at  Port  Eoyal 
night  before  last  without  opposition.  He  had  a skirmish  a few  miles 
out  from  the  ferry.  He  expected  to  encamj)  at  Pocotaligo  last  night. 
No  news  from  him  this  morning.  The  Secretary  is  here  and  thinks  he 
will  start  for  Morris  Island  and  the  North  this  evening.  I will  go  as 
far  as  Morris  Island.  The  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Colored  were  sent 
to  Thunderbolt  before  the  order  to  remain  at  Pocotaligo  reached  Gen- 
eral Hatch.  Shall  I send  and  bring  them  back  or  suffer  it  to  remain 
at  Thunderbolt  for  the  present? 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C,,  January  15,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  The  enemy  abandoned  his  strong  works  in  our  front 
during  the  night.  General  Blair’s  corps  now  occui)ies  a strong  posi- 
tion across  the  railroad  and  covering  all  approaches  to  Pocotaligo.  He 
has  been  directed  to  communicate  with  your  forces.  The  boats  had 
arrived  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  when  I passed,  but  not  the  rest  of  the 
bridge. 

Very  res^iectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWAED, 

Major-  General, 
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New  York,  January  15 , 1865. 

Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

Dear  Sir  : During  General  Gillmore’s  command  of  the  department 
you  now  control  I was  instrumental  in  sending,  through  the  influence  of 
the  President,  some  500  of  Berney’s  Greek-fire  shells  for  the  200-pounder 
Parrotts.  I do  know  that  three  of  those  shells  were  thrown  from  the 
Swamp  Angel  into  Charleston  on  the  first  night  of  the  bombardment. 
Those  three  shells  caused  Beauregard  to  squeal  like  a stuck  pig. 
Those  shells  were  confounded  with  a worthless  shell  known  as  the  short 
shell,  which  I predicted  a failure  in  advance.  Berney’s  shells  were 
known  as  the  green-top  shell  down  there,  and,  with  proper  fuses,  I will 
guarantee  seven  out  of  ten.  From  some  unaccountable  reason  the 
incendiary  shell  used,  or  attempted  to  be  used  on  Charleston,  with 
the  exception  of  the  three  first  thrown,  have  been  failures,  yet  I do 
know  that  the  Berney  incendiary  shell,  when  properly  prepared  and 
fitted  with  proper  fuses,  is  certain  to  accomplish  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it. 

Having  lately  given  a series  of  experiments  to  Generals  Grant,  But- 
ler, Meade,  and  others,  which  were  entirely  successful;  having  with 
100-pounder  shells  burned  every  house  struck  with  a single  shell,  and 
knowing  that  you  can  burn  Charleston  whenever  you  please  with  these 
shells,  and,  having  learned  that  a large  number  of  the  200  pounders 
still  remain  with  your  command,  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing 
directly  to  you  to  say  that  if  it  be  true  that  any  number  of  those  shells 
are  on  hand,  and  it  be  desired,  I will  come,  or  send  Mr.  Berney,  examine 
the  shell,  where  necessary  refill  them,  insert  proper  fuses,  and  guarantee 
seven  out  of  ten  shall  explode  and  set  fire  to  any  combustible  matter  in 
Charleston,  provided  your  guns  will  throw  them  there.  If  the  general 
will  be  kind  enough  to  let  his  chief  of  ordnance  ascertain  how  many  of 
the  200  green-top  shells  remain,  and,  if  agreeable,  will  say  that  an 
opportunity  such  as  indicated  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Berney  or  myself, 
one  or  both,  I will  undertake  to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  burn- 
ing Charleston  or  any  other  city  which  can  be  reached  by  any  gun  yet 
in  service.  Nothing  would  suit  the  people  so  entirely  just  now  as  to 
hear  that  General  Foster  had  burned  that  hot  bed  of  rebeldom — Charles- 
ton. Nothing  would  so  certainly  immortalize  General  Foster  as  such  a 
desired  result  so  accomplished. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  HALSTED,  Jr., 
Willardh  Hotel j Washington^  D.  C. 

[Memoranda.] 


Write.  Answer  that  none  of  the  shells  are  here.  If  he  will  send  or 
bring  some  we  will  fire  them  on  Charleston  with  pleasure. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ^ Savannah^  Ga.j  January  16 j 1865. 
General  U.  S.  Grant  : 

Dear  General:  I have  written  you  less  than  I had  designed;  but 
I have  had  visits  from  many,  including  General  Barnard  and  Mr.  Stan- 
ton, who  will  tell  you  all  matters  of  interest.  General  Barnard  staid 
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over  one  steamer,  at  my  reqnest,  to  study  the  relation  of  the  parts  of 
this  coast,  and  will  explain  things  clearly.  I don’t  want  to  assume 
the  control  of  matters  here  further  than  to  give  uniformity  of  action, 
though  it  was  well  to  place  the  Department  of  the  South  subject  to 
my  command.  This  (Monday)  is  the  day  for  Howard  to  put  his  Eight 
Wing  at  Pocotaligo  and  fortify.  He  was  across  Port  Eoyal  with  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  and  out  some  four  miles  when  I last  heard.  The 
Fifteenth  Corps  is  now  passing  from  Thunderbolt  to  Port  Koyal.  The 
Twentieth  Corps  is  across  the  Union  Causeway,  and  Davis  and  Kil- 
patrick will  move  up  to  Sister’s  Ferry,  and  I will  get  all  my  army  in 
hand  on  a line  from  Sister’s  Ferry  to  Pocotaligo.  1 have  not  heard 
from  you  since  Colonel  Ewing  went  up,  but  suppose  the  route  indicated 
will  be  the  best.  I now  take  it.  Some,  if  not  all,  of  Hood’s  army  will 
be  worked  over  this  way,  and  Thomas  should  be  pressed  down  to 
Selma.  If  Thomas  would  ])refer  to  watch  Tennessee,  order  him  to 
send  a small  force  from  Chattanooga  down  toward  Pome,  and  detach 
Schofield,  with  35,000  men,  including  Wilson,  to  Selma,  via  Tuscaloosa, 
and  to  return  via  Talladega  and  Pome.  That  circuit  would  be  easy  to 
make,  and  would  tear  out  the  heart  of  Alabama  and  prevent  the 
farmers  planting  corn,  because  all  rails  would  be  burned,  horses  and 
mules  taken,  and  corn  eaten  up.  I would  risk  that  inarch  with  just 
enough  wagons  to  carry  the  command  across  Sand  Mountain.  I tliink 
the  farmers  of  Georgia  are  organizing  against  Jeft.  Davis,  but  don’t 
build  any  castles  on  that  hope. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEPMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field^  Savannah^  January  16^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Citij  Point: 

General  : Since  my  letter  of  this  morning  I have  official  reports 
from  General  Howard,  commanding  Pight  Wing.  He  crossed  from 
Beaufort  Island  on  Saturday,  the  14th,  by  Port  Poyal  Ferry  to  the 
mainland  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  General  Blair,  and  marched  for 
Pocotaligo.  They  encountered  the  enemy  near  Garden’s  Corners,  but 
soon  outflanked  him,  and  followed,  dislodging  him  from  xiosition  to 
position,  till  he  took  refuge  in  a strong  fort  at  Pocotaligo.  This  is 
described  as  a well-constructed,  inclosed  work,  xiierced  for  twenty- four 
guns,  and  the  approaches  covered  by  the  peculiar  salt  marsh  points 
that  guard  this  coast.  Night  overtook  the  command  there,  and  Sun- 
day morning  the  enemy  was  gone.  Howard  expresses  great  satisfac- 
tion thereat,  as  it  was  Sunday,  and  it  saved  him  an  assault  which 
might  have  cost  him  some  valuable  lives.  As  it  was,  he  lost  Lieutenant 
Chandler,  of  General  Leggett’s  staff,  killed,  and  Captain  Kellogg,  of 
General  Giles  A.  Smith’s  staff’,  wounded.  He  writes  that  8 or  10  will 
cover  his  loss.  He  reports  three  guns  captured  at  Garden’s  Corners. 
We  are  therefore  nowin  xiossession  of  good  high  ground  on  the  rail- 
road at  Pocotaligo,  with  a good  road  back  twenty-live  miles  to  Beau- 
fort. I will  order  Howard  to  forage  toward  Charleston,  but  ])roceed  to 
get  my  army  and  trains  across,  and  can  start  north  the  moment  I can 
get  my  wagons  loaded.  The  weather  at  sea  has  been  so  stormy  that 
vessels  are  behind,  and  it  has  been  touch  and  go  to  get  daily  food.  1 
have  ordered  Slocum  to  x)nsh  a division  up  to  Hardeeville  and  Purys- 
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burg,  and  think  I can  use  the  Savannah  Eiver  up  to  that  point.  We 
are  hard  at  work  corduroying  the  roads  across  the  rice  fields  by  the 
Union  Causeway.  The  Secretary  told  me  I would  surely  receive  4,000 
men  from  Baltimore  to  garrison  Savannah.  They  are  not  heard  of 
here  yet. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah^  January  [13-16]^  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  As  our  mail  facilities  form  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
events  now  transpiring,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  note  the  peculiar 
energy  which  characterizes  the  agents  of  the  department  under  the 
charge  of  Col.  A.  H.  Markland.  Colonel  Markland  has  managed  this 
department  in  connection  with  my  army  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and 
with  a kindly  interest  that  shows  a devotion  to  our  cause  that  takes 
him  with  the  advance  of  our  army,  has  won  its  respect  and  my  con- 
fidence. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMA5T, 

Major- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  Savannah^  Ga., 

No.  14.  ) January  16^  1865, 

#***##* 

II.  Surg.  J.  C.  Morgan,  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Missouri  Infantry 
Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  duty  with  his  regiment  and  assigned  to 
duty  as  health  officer  of  the  city  of  Savannah.  It  will  be  his  duty  to 
see  to  the  prompt  removal  to  the  proper  hospital  of  all  contagious  dis- 
eases, and  also  that  the  carcasses  of  dead  animals  and  all  offal  or  other 
matter  either  offensive  or  detrimental  to  health  be  removed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  To  facilitate  the  execution  of  these  duties  he 
will  at  once  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  general  command- 
ing the  post. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > Fi  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  15.  S January  16,  1865. 

I.  The  islands  from  Charleston  south,  the  abandoned  rice- fields  along 
the  rivers  for  thirty  miles  back  from  the  sea,  and  the  country  border- 
ing the  Saint  John’s  Eiver,  Fla.,  are  reserved  and  set  apart  for  the 
settlement  of  the  negroes  now  made  free  by  the  acts  of  war  and  the 
imoclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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II.  At  Beaufort,  Hilton  Head,  Savannah,  Fernandina,  Saint  Augustine, 
and  Jacksonville  the  blacks  may  remain  in  their  chosen  or  accustomed 
vocations ; but  on  the  islands,  and  in  the  settlements  hereafter  to  be 
established,  no  white  i)erson  whatever,  unless  military  officers  and 
soldiers  detailed  for  duty,  will  be  permitted  to  reside  5 and  the  sole  and 
exclusive  management  of  affairs  will  be  left  to  the  freed  people  them- 
selves, subject  only  to  the  United  States  military  authority  and  the 
acts  of  Congress.  By  the  laws  of  war  and  orders  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  negro  is  free,  and  must  be  dealt  with  as  such. 
He  cannot  be  subjected  to  conscription  or  forced  military  service,  save 
by  the  written  orders  of  the  highest  military  authority  of  the  Depart- 
ment, under  such  regulations  as  the  President  or  Congress  may  pre- 
scribe; domestic  servants,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  and  other  mechan- 
ics will  be  free  to  select  their  own  work  and  residence,  but  the  young 
and  able-bodied  negroes  must  be  encouraged  to  enlist  as  soldiers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  contribute  their  share  toward  main- 
taining their  own  freedom  and  securing  their  rights  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Uegroes  so  enlisted  will  be  organized  into  companies, 
battalions,  and  regiments,  under  the  orders  of  the  United  States  mil- 
itary authorities,  and  will  be  paid,  fed,  and  clothed  according  to  law. 
The  bounties  paid  on  enlistment  may,  with  the  consent  of  the  recruit, 
go  to  assist  his  family  and  settlement  in  procuring  agricultural  imple- 
plements,  seed,  tools,  boats,  clothing,  and  other  articles  necessary  for 
their  livelihood. 

III.  Whenever  three  respectable  negroes,  heads  of  families,  shall  de- 
sire to  settle  on  land,  and  shall  have  selected  for  that  purpose  an  island, 
or  a locality  clearly  defined  within  the  limits  above  designated,  the 
inspector  of  settlements  and  plantations  will  himself,  or  by  such  sub- 
ordinate officer  as  he  may  appoint,  give  them  a license  to  settle  such 
island  or  district,  and  afford  them  such  assistance  as  he  can  to  enable 
them  to  establish  a peaceable  agricultural  settlement.  The  three 
parties  named  will  subdivide  the  land,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
inspector,  among  themselves  and  such  others  as  may  choose  to  settle 
near  them,  so  that  each  family  shall  have  a plot  of  not  more  than  forty 
acres  of  tillable  ground,  and  when  it  borders  on  some  water  channel 
with  not  more  than  800  feet  water  front,  in  the  possession  of  which  land 
the  military  authorities  will  afford  them  protection  until  such  time 
as  they  can  protect  themselves  or  until  Congress  shall  regulate  their 
title.  The  quartermaster  may,  on  the  requisition  of  the  inspector  of 
settlements  and  plantations,  place  at  the  disiiosal  of  the  inspector  one 
or  more  ot  the  captured  steamers  to  ply  between  the  settlements  and 
one  or  more  of  the  commercial  i)oints,  heretofore  named  in  orders,  to 
afford  the  settlers  the  opportunity  to  supply  their  necessary  wants 
and  to  sell  the  products  of  their  land  and  labor. 

IV.  Whenever  a negro  has  eidisted  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  he  may  locate  his  family  in  any  one  of  the  settlements  at 
pleasure  and  acquire  a homestead  and  all  other  rights  and  privileges 
of  a settler  as  though  present  in  person.  In  like  manner  negroes 
may  settle  their  families  and  engage  on  board  the  gun-boats,  or  in  fish- 
ing, or  in  the  navigation  of  the  inland  waters,  without  losing  any 
claim  to  land  or  other  advantages  derived  from  this  system.  But  no 
one,  unless  an  actual  settler  as  above  defined,  or  unless  absent  on  Gov- 
ernment service,  will  be  entitled  to  claim  any  right  to  land  or  property 
in  any  settlement  by  virtue  of  these  orders. 

V.  In  order  to  carry  out  tliis  system  of  settlement  a general  officer 
will  be  detailed  as  inspector  of  settlements  and  plantations,  whose 
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duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  settlements,  to  regulate  their  police  and 
general  management,  and  who  will  furnish  personally  to  each  head  of 
a family,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
a possessory  title  in  writing,  giving  as  near  as  possible  the  description 
of  boundaries,  and  who  shall  adjust  all  claims  or  conflicts  that  may 
arise  under  the  same,  subject  to  the  like  approval,  treating  such  titles 
altogether  as  possessory.  The  same  general  officer  will  also  be  charged 
with  the  enlistment  and  organization  of  the  negro  recruits  and  ijrotect- 
ing  their  interests  while  absent  from  their  settlements,  and  will  be 
governed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  such  purpose. 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  K.  Saxton  is  hereby  appointed  inspector  of  settlements 
and  plantations  and  will  at  once  enter  on  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
No  change  is  intended  or  desired  in  the  settlement  now  on  Beaufort 
Island,  nor  will  any  rights  to  property  heretofore  acquired  be  affected 
thereby. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j Savannah^  Ga.,  January  16^  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing^  Beaufort : 

General:  I have  your  reports  of  Saturday  and  yesterday,  and  am 
glad  you  got  the  position  of  Pocotaligo  so  cheaply.  It  is  of  great 
value  to  us  in  the  future,  and  I wish  you  to  have  it  thoroughly  strength- 
ened, and  all  water  channels  to  its  south  and  east  reconnoitered.  Don’t 
seem  to  feel  up  the  peninsula,  but  rather  toward  the  Salkehatchie.  Go 
on  and  accumulate  supplies  and  stores,  and  get  ready  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble to  sally  forth  with  your  whole  wing  supplied  as  well  as  possible. 

I have  ordered  Slocum  to  push  one  division  to  Hardeeville  and 
Purysburg,  and  to  open  ui3  communication  with  you.  I will  try  and 
get  Davis  started  by  Wednesday,  but  cannot  hear  of  the  troops  from 
Baltimore  to  relieve  Geary  here.  I will  not  move  from  Pocotaligo  till 
we  get  a good  supply  in  our  wagons,  as  that  is  the  great  point. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  by  General  Howard  to  General  Blair.) 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  14. 

* ^ 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 
***** 


II.  Leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  under  provisions  of  Section  II, 
act  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  lilC,  War  Department,  series  1864, 
is  hereby  granted  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  B.  Eaum,  Second  Brigade, 
Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  with  permission  to  proceed 
North. 
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YI.  The  major-general  commanding  not  desiring  to  displace  any  of 
his  present  division  or  brigade  commanders,  Brig.  Gen.  William  Yan- 
dever,  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  wbo  has  reported  to  these  headquarters  for 
assignment,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  for  orders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGABT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

FocotaligOj  January  16 , 1865. 

Captain  Taggart, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : General  Blair  requests  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
communication  from  General  Howard  in  reference  to  a base  for  suiiplies 
for  this  corps,  and  to  say  that  he  has  already  sent  detachments  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  McQueen  and  Ca])tain  Henley  to  open  communi- 
cation with  the  Left  Y^ing.  A report  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they 
return.  The  general  has  positive  information  that  a good  wharf  can 
be  built,  with  nine  or  ten  feet  of  water  at  low  tide.  There  is  also  a 
good  landing  at  or  near  Jenkins’  plantation,  on  the  Tullifinny  Eiver, 
about  live  miles  above  its  mouth,  where  boats  can  laud  and  discharge 
during  four  hours  each  tide.  General  Hatch  has  also  tendered  the  use 
of  his  wharf,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tullifinny,  where  boats 
can  and  do  land  and  discharge  during  high  tide.  The  distance  from 
this  point  to  General  Hatch’s  wharf  is  about  ten  miles,  about  eight 
miles  to  Mackay’s  Point,  and  about  six  miles  to  Jenkins’  Landing.  As 
the  distance  to  Beaufort  is  about  twenty-two  miles,  only  one  bridge 
over  the  Whale  Branch,  and  the  road  liable  to  become  impassable  by 
heavy  rains,  and  at  the  same  time  it  being  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  the  general  would  most  respectfully  request  per- 
mission to  build  a wharf  or  dock  at  Mackay’s  Point,  and  have  the  sup- 
plies for  his  command  landed  there.  While  this  work  is  being  built 
boats  can  land  and  discharge  at  the  other  wharf  and  landing  on  the 
Tullifinny. 

I inclose  a sketch  of  the  position  of  the  different  wharves,  &c.*  I 
also  inclose  a letter  which  General  Hatch  requested  the  general  to  send 
to  General  Howard. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HICKENLOOPEE, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Asst.  Insp.  Gen.^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.' 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  S.  0.,  January  16,  1865. 

Major-General  Blair  : 

General  : Your  dispatches  are  just  received,  and  I am  pleased  at 
the  state  of  things  there,  but  am  anxious  to  open  communication  with 
Savannah.  With  reference  to  supplies,  General  Easton  says  that  there 
is  but  four  feet  of  water  in  the  mouth  of  the  Tullifinny  Eiver,  and  as 
the  boats  would  be  continually  running  on  sand-bars  I think  for  the 


Not  found. 
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present  we  liad  better  make  tbe  depot  of  supplies  here,  at  least  till  the 
roads  are  badly  cut  up.  If  the  wagons  would  not  run  always  in  the 
same  ruts,  but  take  different  tracks  in  the  road,  they  would  not  be  so 
quickly  cut  up.  Please  have  your  brigade  commanders  order  the 
wagon-masters  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Ro.  17.  ) Sarannah^  Ga..  January  16.^  1865. 

*#***## 

II.  The  following  officers  assigned,  by  brevet  rank,  to  duty  by  tne 
President,  will  report  for  duty  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  command- 
ing Fourteenth  Army  Corps:  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Absalom  Baird,  U.  S. 
Volunteers j Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  P.  Buell,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  col- 
onel Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers;  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  C.  Hobart, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers;  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  D.  Fearing,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  colonel  NTinety-second  Ohio 
Volunteers. 

*****#«• 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah.  Ga..,  January  16,  1865. 

Commanders  of  divisions  and  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps  will 
order  an  inspection  of  the  wagon  trains  of  their  commands  with  the 
view  of  excluding  from  the  wagons  all  unauthorized  baggage.  They  will 
see  that  the  trains  of  the  headquarters  of  their  commands  are  not  in 
excess  of  allowance  made  by  existing  orders. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  January  16,  1865.  (Received  1.40  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

' General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  division  across  the  river  to-morrow  morning  and  occupy  the 
ground  now  held  by  the  Third  Division.  You  will  call  in  all  details  for 
fatigue  duty  except  those  at  work  corduroying  the  road  across  the 
islands  and  the  regiments  with  General  Easton.  Your  men  should 
start  with  three  days’  rations  and  what  forage  you  can  get.  The 
wagons  at  work  on  the  road  must  continue  on  that  duty  till  it  is  com- 
pleted. In  crossing  the  river  by  your  troops  and  trains  the  work  on 
the  road  should  be  hindered  as  little  as  possible. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 

A ss i Stan  t A dju  ta n t-  Genera  1. ' 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  Jaifuary  16,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  : The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  to-day  if  it  is  in  readiness,  if  not,  at  an  early  hour 
to-morrow  morning,  and  occupy  Hardeeville  and  Purysburg.  Take 
with  you  all  of  your  loaded  wagons,  leaving  the  empty  ones  to  follow 
as  soon  as  stores  can  be  obtained  to  fill  them.  A guard  of  at  least  two 
regiments  should  be  left  for  the  trains  left  behind.  Your  commissary 
ought  also  to  remain  to  forward  the  supplies.  You  will  want  with  you 
two  days’  forage,  which,  with  what  you  can  get  from  the  country,  should 
be  made  to  last  four  days.  General  Howard’s  troops  are  marching 
down  the  railroad  and  will  make  connection  with  you.  You  should 
take  with  you  three  days’  rations.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Asmussen  will 
accompany  you.  Application  has  been  made  to  have  your  regiment 
now  with  General  Easton  relieved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Signal  Department,  Army  of  Georgia, 

' • Hilton  Head,  January  16,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Telegram  received.  Will  hurry  up  the  steamers.  Did  not  go  to 
Morris  Island  with  the  Secretary.  General  Howard  telegraphed  last 
night  that  General  Blair’s  corps  was  on  the  railroad,  and  thus  cut  off 
Fort  Pocotaligo  from  re-enforcements  from  toward  Charleston.  I 
immediately  sent  orders  to  General  Hatch  to  advance  and  attack  from 
his  side,  and  in  every  way  co-operate  with  General  Howard,  with 
whom  he  is  in  communication.  I will  send  a boat  for  your  mail 
to-night. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic- Blochading  Squadron  : 

Admiral:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a copy  of  a statement*  of 
Steinborn  Fritz,  a deserter  from  the  rebel  iron-clad  Palmetto  State  in 
Charleston  Harbor.  The  latest  information  received  from  General 
Hatch  states  on  the  authority  of  deserters  that  three  of  the  iron  clads 
in  Charleston  Harbor  have  disappeared,  and  one  supposed  to  have  been 
sunk  in  the  Cooper  River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

* Not  found. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  4.  ( Hilton  Head,  8.  0.,  January  16,  1865. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  having  been  attached  to  this  depart- 
ment, the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  same.  It  will 
in  future  be  designated  the  District  ot  North  Carolina,  Department  ot 
the  South. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  North  Carolina  will  make 
the  usual  returns  and  reports  required  by  regulations  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- Geyieral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  communications  of  the  15th 
instant,  reporting  the  evacuation  of  the  enemy  from  your  front  j also 
your  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  the  troops  com- 
posing your  division.  The  following  disposition  of  your  command  will 
be  made  by  you  as  soon  as  you  have  the  order  to  leave  your  present 
locality  for  operations  elsewhere:  The  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  to  remain  at  Beaufort,  the  Twenty  sixth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to 
be  sent  to  Morris  Island,  the  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  be 
ordered  to  l eport  to  General  Saxton  for  duty  on  Edisto  Island.  The 
detachment  of  the  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  now 
at  Beaufort,  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  once  for  duty  in  the  field. 
Orders  will  be  issued  for  the  detachments  of  the  other  regiments  to  join 
their  respective  commands.  Your  whole  force  will  be  re-embarked  at 
Beaufort  when  it  moves. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUKGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox, 

Com^nanding  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  in  compli- 
ance with  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  you  will  leave  Thunder- 
bolt Battery  with  your  command,  and  relieve  the  garrisons  at  Forts 
Jackson  and  Bartow  at  once,  showing  these  instructions  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  each  of  the  above-named  forts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Steamer  S.  E.  Spaulding,  January  16,  1865. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding,  &e. : 

Sir:  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  commanding  U.  S.  forces,  now 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  desires  the  inclosed  important  dispatches  to  be 
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delivered  to  you,  with  the  request  that  you  have  them  forwarded  imme- 
diately to  the  general  commanding  our  forces  in  JS^ortli  Carolina,  and 
his  reply  forwarded  by  you  to  General  Sherman  at  Savannah.  The 
Secretary  of  War,  now  on  board  this  ship,  adds  his  request  that  you 
will  cause  the  dispatches  to  be  sent,  and  also  facilitate,  if  in  your 
power,  the  forwarding  of  the  reply.  Inclosed  is  an  order  placing  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Sherman, 
with  a view  to  future  military  operations.  A portion  of  General  Sher- 
man^s  forces  have  moved  from  Savannah  against  the  enemy  at  Poco- 
taligo,  and  yevSterday  occupied  the  railroad  at  that  place.  The  residue 
of  the  command  will  move  speedily,  leaving  a force  to  occupy  Savannah. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Inclosure.] 


On  Board  Steamer  S.  E.  Spauldino, 

At  Sea,  January  16 j 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  or 
Commanding!  Officer  IJ.  S.  Forces  in  North  Carolina, 

New  Bertie.,  N.  C. : 


Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  is  just  returning  North  from  Savannah 
on  board  this  ship.  I inclose  herewith  his  general  orders*  of  January 
12,  annexing  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the  Department  of  the 
South,  and  placing  that  department  under  the  orders  of  Major-General 
Sherman.  I have  also  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  instructions 
from  Major-General  Sherman,  to  which  you  will  please  give  immediate 
attention:  Send  at  once  by  return  to  General  Sherman  at  Savannah 
all  data  concerning  the  command  in  North  Carolina  j numbers  and 
stations  of  troops,  names  of  commanders,  and  how  far  out  your  line 
extends.  General  Sherman  also  directs  that  you  now,  at  once,  secure 
the  crossing  of  the  Neuse,  near  Kinston. 

I am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A djuta^it- General. 


[January  17,  1865. — For  Stanton  to  Lincoln  and  Stanton  to  Grant, 
referring  to  Sherman’s  operations  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  &c., 
see  Yol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  pp.  155, 157.] 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field^  iSavannah,  January  17,  1865. 
Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Gommandiny  South  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Charleston: 

Dear  Admiral:  I have  this  moment  received  your  note  of  the  16th 
instant,  with  the  letter  and  roll  of  charts  from  Admiral  Porter.  I send 
you  herewith  a letter  to  Admiral  I^orter,  which  I beg  you  will  send  him 
at  your  earliest  convenience,  but  it  is  not  of  enough  importance  to 
detach  a ship.  I regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  monitor  Patapsco, . 

^ See  x>.  tt. 
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especially  that  sbe  carried  down  so  many  valuable  lives.  Admiral 
Porter  thinks  be  and  General  Terry  can  take  Fort  Fisher,  or  at  all 
events  occupy  the  peninsula  above  it  and  cut  it  oif  from  Wilmington. 
Of  this  we  shall  hear  soon,  as  he  proposed  to  renew  the  attack  on  the 
13th  or  14th,  and  in  case  of  taking  Fort  Fisher  he  would  send  to  Charles 
ton  all  his  fleet,  save  enough  to  blockade  Wilmington  and  keep  up 
communications  for  the  troops  on  shore.  Otherwise  he  could  hold  on 
there  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  enemy  about  there,  to  keep  them 
from  me.  You  will  have  heard  that  we  took  Pocotaligo  on  the  15th, 
according  to  my  plans,  and  we  now  have  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Gen- 
eral Blair,  strongly  intrenched  on  the  railroad.  I would  by  this  time 
also  have  had  my  Left  Wing  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  but  have  been,  and  still 
am,  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  our  stores  necessary  to  fill  our  wagons. 
I will  get  all  the  army  in  motion.  The  first  installment  of  General 
Grover’s  division,  which  is  to  garrison  Savannah,  has  just  arrived  and 
all  will  be  in  to-morrow.  I would  prefer  you  should  run  no  risk  at  all. 
When  we  are  known  to  be  in  rear  of  Charleston,  about  Branchville  and 
Orangeburg,  it  will  be  well  to  watch  if  the  enemy  lets  go  of  Charleston, 
in  which  case  Foster  will  occupy  it,  otherwise  the  feint  should  be  about 
Bull’s  Bay.  We  will  need  no  cover  about  Port  Eoyal;  nothing  but  the 
usual  guard  ships.  I think  you  will  concur  with  me  that,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  movement  of  my  army  to  the  rear  of  the  coast,  it  will  be 
unwise  to  subject  your  ships  to  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy  or  his 
sunken  torpedoes.  I will  instruct  Foster,  when  he  knows  I have  got 
near  Branchville,  to  make  a landing  of  a small  force  at  Bull’s  Bay,  to 
threaten,  and  it  may  be  occupy,  the  road  from  Mount  Pleasant  to  George- 
town. This  will  make  the  enemy  believe  I design  to  turn  down  against 
Charleston  and  give  me  a good  offing  for  Wilmington.  I will  write  you 
again  fully  on  the  eve  of  starting  in  person. 

Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


[Inclosure-l 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savayinah,  January  17,  1865. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington : 

Dear  Admiral  : I am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Jan- 
uary 12,  with  the  roll  of  maps,  for  which  I am  much  obliged.  I hope 
you  will  succeed  at  Fisher,  as  it  will  set  free  much  of  your  fleet  for 
other  purposes ; but  if  Terry  does  not  assault  he  should  occupy  the 
peninsula  at  the  narrow  neck  represented  on  the  map,  about  four  miles 
north  of  Fisher,  with  a strong  line  looking  to  the  rear,  and  a battery  of 
20-pounder  Parrotts  commanding  the  channel  of  Cape  Fear  River.  I 
know  that  the  enemy  would  not  naturally  keep  in  Fort  Fisher  to  exceed 
500  or  GOO  men,  and  they  could  be  held  there.  Still,  if  he  takes  it,  it 
settles  that  matter,  and  the  majority  of  his  troops  (;ould  return  to 
Grant  or  re-enforce  New  Berne  and  work  out  toward  Kinston.  I will 
send  my  railroad  man,  W.  W.  Wright,  up  to  New  Berne,  and  can  send 
any  number  of  cars  and  locomotives,  so  that  we  can  use  that  road  back 
to  Kinston  and  Goldsborough.  We  have  also  a good  deal  of  railroad 
iron.  Pursuant  to  my  plan,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  got  Pocotaligo 
and  railroad  on  the  1 5th,  and  I would  now  be  in  motion  for  Branch- 
ville and  Orangeburg,  only  stores  have  been  delayed  by  the  storms  of 
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the  past  month.  But  the  possession  of  Poeotaligo  and  road  back  to 
Beaufort,  and  also  from  here  forward  to  Hardeeville,  gives  me  a clear 
start  and  I will  be  oft*  as  soon  as  I can  get  bread  enough  to  load  my 
wagons.  The  division  of  Grover,  sent  by  Grant  to  hold  Savannah,  has 
begun  to  arrive,  so  I can  take  with  me  my  entire  army. 

I have  studied  the  maps  well  and  like  the  appearance  of  New  Berne 
and  Goldsborough  and  would  like  New  Berne  held  with  all  tenacity. 
If  Lee  sees  the  points  he  may  try  to  checkmate  me  there,  and  if  you 
have  anything  to  do  with  it  hold  fast  to  New  Berne  with  the  tenacity 
of  life.  I explained  its  importance  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  prom- 
ised to  run  in  there  and  attend  to  it.  I am  rejoiced  that  the  current 
of  events  has  carried  Butler  to  Lowell,  where  he  should  have  stayed 
and  confined  his  bellicose  operations  to  the  factory  girls.  He  always 
struck  me  as  a mighty  man  of  words  but  little  in  deeds  of  personal 
valor.  We  will  be  along  soon  and  the  braggart  Carolinians  will  find  in 
our  Western  boys  a difi'erent  kind  of  metal.  See  how  easy  we  took 
McAllister  and  Pocotaligo,  that  have  defied  the  East.  The  latter  cost 
us  less  than  ten  lives.  I will  make  a 'good  ready,  and  then  stand  from 
under.  I shall  account  it  a happy  day  if  I stand  once  more  on  your  deck. 
The  world  shall  not  be  grieved  at  little  jealousies,  for  we  feel  a just 
pride  in  the  pure  courage  and  patriotism  of  each  other.  I will  write 
you  again  before  I again  dive  out  of  sight  and  hearing, 
y ery  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Department  of  the  South, 

Office  Superintendent  Military  Telegraph, 

Hilton  Headj  tS.  0.,  January  17,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mil.  JJiv.  of  the  Mississippi,  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  for  your 
information  and  to  request  that  measures  be  taken  to  remedy  the  evil 
referred  to  without  delay,  or  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  render  the 
telegrai)h  lines  serviceable  to  the  staff  departments  of  the  army.  At 
the  request  of  Major-General  Howard  a line  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  in  length  was  repaired  and  extended  and  communication  opened 
with  Rosedew.  This  line  was  cut  down  repeatedly  during  the  few 
days  that  General  Howard  required  service  from  it  and  the  labor 
ex])ended  upon  it  thrown  away.  By  order  of  the  major  general  com- 
manding another  line  was  in  like  manner  repaired  and  extended  to 
lieadquarters  of  the  cavalry  division,  a distance  of  nine  miles.  This 
line  also  has  been  repeatedly  cut  down  and  rendered  useless j on 
one  occasion  two  miles  being  utterly  destroyed,  the  soldiers  using  the 
])oles  for  fuel.  The  engineer  corps  destroyed  one  mile  and  a half  of 
the  same  line,  evincing  gross  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  ofticer  hav- 
ing the  business  in  charge.  The  chiefs  of  the  quartermaster’s  and 
commissary  departments  have  urgently  requested  that  telegraphic 
communication  be  established  with  this  point.  With  infinite  labor  a 
line  was  built  between  Savannah  and  Fort  Pulaski,  which,  with  our 
other  connections,  enabled  us  to  transmit  divspatches  between  General 
Howard’s  army  and  headquarters  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Within  forty- 
eight  hours  this  line  has  been  twice  cut  down.  The  nature  of  the 
country  renders  it  almost  inqmssible  to  build  these  lines  and  erpially 
difficult  to  repair  them.  I will  have  the  line  to  Pulaski  repaired  as 
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speedily  as  possible,  but,  as  the  services  of  my  construct! ug-  ])arty  are 
required  elsewhere,  other  means  of  communication  must  be  resorted  to 
if  the  line  is  again  destroyed. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAME8  11.  GILMORE, 

Capt.,  Asst.  Quartermaster j and  Supt.  Mil.  Tel.^  Dept,  of  the  Sonth. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort.^  tS.  (7.,  January  17^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : I inclose  you  reports  of  reconnaissances  made  from  Poco- 
taligo.  If  Slocum  is  at  Robertsville,  as  proposed,  will  he  not  feel  for- 
ward toward  my  troops  or  Foster’s?  Ton  will  notice  Blair’s  requests 
regarding  supplies.  I have  directed  him  to  build  a wharf,  as  he  desired, 
but  cannot  well  throw  up  supplies  there  till  we  get  through  transport- 
ing the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

From  some  information  I have  received  I am  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  the  enemy  will  draw  off  from  Charleston.  One  road  is  pretty 
good  from  here  to  Pocotaligo,  but  likely  to  rut  badly  in  places  and 
break  through  the  crust  if  it  rains.  I have  sent  you  Vandever  and 
Harrow.  I do  not  wish  to  displace  our  young  officers  who  have  borne 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.”  I think  they  had  better  retire  from 
the  service,  in  order  that  these  young  men  may  have  their  places.  Har- 
row is  a brave  man,  but  he  left  us.  Sweeny  has  been  cleared,  but  I 
don’t  want  him  or  Yeatch.  They,  too,  might  be  mustered  out,  with  a 
view  to  the  interest  of  the  service,  and  in  order  to  promote  efficient, 
true,  and  hard-working  men. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No,  15. 

* # 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort j >8.  C.,  January  17.,  1865. 


III.  The  major-general  commanding,  not  desiring  to  displace  any  of 
his  present  division  or  brigade  commanders.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Har- 
row, U.  S.  Volunteers,  wdio  has  reported  to  these  headquarters  for 
assignment,  will  rejmrt  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Slierman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  orders. 

***#*## 


By  order  of  Ma].  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

A ssistan  t A djuta  n t-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  pF  the  Tennessee, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Coimn  an  ding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  tbe  embarkation  of  your  command  will  cease  to-day.  You 
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will  please  move  tlie  balance  of  your  commaucl  by  slow  and  easy 
marches  to  Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  via  the  Union  Causeway  turnpike,  cross- 
ing New  Kiver  bridge,  and  taking  the  old  Charleston  road,  passing 
through  or  near  Grahamville  and  Coosawhatchie.  You  will,  if  practi- 
cable, move  your  command  on  Thursday,  the  19th  instant,  the  hour  of 
starting  to  be  designated  by  you,  and  will  cause  all  the  wagons  of 
your  command  to  be  lightly  loaded  with  rations  and  forage,  not  taking 
more  than  1,000  pounds  in  each  wagon.  On  your  arrival  at  Pocotaligo 
you  will  take  up  a defensive  position  and  report  to  the  major-general 
commanding  for  further  orders.  The  Engineer  Eegiment,  with  its  trans- 
portation, and  the  cattle  belonging  to  this  army,  in  charge  of  the  chief 
commissary  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  follow  your  command. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  ) Savannah.^  Ga.,  January  17^  1865. 

* * * * # * # 

III.  All  details  from  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  of  this  corps 
are  hereby  relieved,  and  will  rejoin  their  commands  preparatory  to  an 
early  movement  from  this  city. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  January  17,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  JJivision,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request 
you  to  prepare  your  division  to  move  at  an  early  moment.  You  will 
take  in  your  wagons  as  much  forage  and  as  many  days’  rations  as  you 
can  obtain,  but  not  to  load  them  too  heavily.  The  men  will  carry  three 
days’  rations  in  their  haversacks.  Orders  have  been  issued  relieving 
details  from  your  division ; they  will  rejoin  their  commands  at  once. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain  : Tlie  enemy  are  reported  to  have  abandoned  their  position 
at  Salkehatchie  bridge.  1 have  sent  a force  theie  to  ascertain.  As 
soon  as  they  return  T will  forward  their  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

PocotaligOj  (7.,  January  17^  1865, 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  Lieutenant  McQueen  lias  returned,  and  reports  that  he 
met  Colonel  Gage,  with  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  and  Seventh  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  at  Kew  River  bridge,  about  ten  miles  from  Savan- 
nah, and  that  the  bridge  was  destroyed  so  that  he  could  not  cross. 
Colonel  Gage  reports  that  a portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  were  in 
camp  about  live  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  and  that  they  had  orders 
to  move  iUt  8 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  but  had  not  moved  when  he  left  them. 
Two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  were  ordered  to  move  by 
the  same  route,  but  had  not  yet  started.  They  had  heard  of  the  taking 
of  Pocotaligo  througli  General  Howard’s  dispatch.  The  bridges  on  the 
road  from  Grahamville  to  New  River  bridge  are  all  destroyed.  Lieu- 
tenant McQueen  reports  that  General  Hatch’s  command  are  destroying 
the  railroad. 

I forward  a note  received  from  Colonel  Gage. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  Geyieral. 


[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Volunteers  Mounted, 

Neic  River  Bridge. 

Major-General  Blair  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I met  the  bearer  at  the 
New  River  bridge.  I have  acommand  of  all  the  detachments  of  mounted 
men  from  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  This  is  the  only  bridge  of  any 
importance  on  the  road.  It  has  been  burned,  biit  I shall  be  able  to 
cross  by  2 p.  m.  January  17,  1865. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  S.  GAGE. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo.,  S.  6\,  January  17,  1865. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my 
attempt  to  open  communication  with  General  Slocum  via  Robertsville : 

Capt.  William  Henley,  of  my  staff,  started  yesterday  morning  with 
about  seventy-five  mounted  men  on  the  Coosawhatchie  road  reaching 
a point  about  six  miles  beyond  Gillisonville.  He  found  there  a strong 
force  of  artillery  and  cavalry  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  Coosaw- 
hatchie, capturing,  however,  a lieutenant,  a surgeon,  and  ten  men  of 
the  enemy.  He  then  went,  via  Grahamville  and  Bradham’s,  to  within 
eight  miles  of  Robertsville,  where  he  found  the  enemy’s  pickets.  He 
had  captured  a man  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry  at  Brad- 
ham’s,  who  reported  that  one  division  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  and  Kana- 
paux’s  battery  of  seven  pieces  were  at  Robertsville.  The  people  along 
the  road  confirmed  this  statement.  He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to 
return.  Citizens  on  the  road  report  our  force  at  Purysville  and  Har- 
risonville,  on  the  Savannah  River.  Wheeler’s  command  left  Graham- 
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ville  on  Sunday,  morning,  moving  toward  Robertsville.  Lieutenant 
McQueen  passed  through  Grab  am  ville  about  noon  yesterday  and  his 
road  was  reported  free  from  obstructions. 

If  you  think  best  I will  send  a force  of  infantry  adequate  to  open 
the  road  to  Eobertsville.  Tlie  force  I sent  this  p.  m.  to  Salkehatchie 
have  returned  and  report  the  enemy  still  there  with  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  in  sight  from  the  road  and  they  strengthening  their  works. 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah.,  Ga..,  January  17^  1865. 

[Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers:] 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  pre- 
vious instructions  my  command  has  been  preparing  for  the  coming 
campaign,  with  the  following  success:  All  the  divisions  are  wanting  in 
ammunition,  which  they  will  be  able  to  procure  probably  by  to-morrow 
evening.  All  the  divisions  are  still  deficient  in  cJothing,  but  expecting 
it  daily.  My  quartermaster  reports  but  two  days’  forage  in  the  corps, 
and  is  informed  that  the  forage  intended  to  fill  up  our  trains  cannot  be 
gotten  to-night;  that  it  is  on  transports  on  the  river  and  may  be 
expected  at  any  time.  The  corps  cannot  move  to-morrow  as  expected, 
without  great  inconvenience  arising  from  leaving  these  things  behind. 
Please  lay  this  report  without  delay  before  the  general  commanding 
the  wing  for  his  information  and  instructions. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major- Ge^ieral^  Coynmanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

January  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  unload  sixty  wagons 
and  send  them  to  report  at  General  Williams’  headquarters  at  8 o’clock 
this  evening.  The  wagons  ordered  from  you  this  morning  did  not 
report.  You  can  delay  your  movement  until  Thursday  morning  (the 
19th),  and  in  the  meantime  do  what  you  can  to  complete  your  supplies. 
It  is  very  important  that  these  wagons  report  promptly  this  evening  to 
aid  in  repairing  the  road  across  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17.  1865. 

Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Corps: 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  your  circular,  asking  whether  my  division 
will  be  ready  to  move  to-morrow  morning,  I have  to  state  that  every- 
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thing  has  been  done  that  I or  my  officers  can  do,  and  that  with  the 
exception  of  certain  very  necessary  supplies  we  are  ready.  I have  on 
hand  forage  for  to-morrow  and  the  next  day.  More,  it  is  said,  will 
arrive  during  the  night.  My  ammunition  is  short  about  80,000  rounds 
or  one-fourth  the  amount  we  can  carry.  This,  we  are  told,  is  expected 
momentarily.  I also  lack  several  articles  of  clothing,  particularly 
stockings  and  pants,  but  these  are  also  on  their  way  and  may  arrive  at 
any  moment. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIRD, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commaiiding  Division, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,,  8.  (7.,  January  17,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  XJ.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  request  that  brevets 
may  be  given  to  the  following-named  officers  of  my  command  for  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  services  in  the  field,  viz,  Brig.  Gen.  John  P. 
Hatch,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major-general  for  long  and  con- 
tinued services  in  this  department,  uniform  bravery,  and  gallant  con- 
duct, particularly  at  the  action  of  Honey  Hill,  on  30th  of  November, 
1864,  and  for  valuable  and  efficient  services  from  that  battle  up  to  his 
occupation  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  and  the  works 
at  Coosawhatchie,  Tullifinny,  Dawson’s  Bluft‘,  and  Bee’s  Creek ; Brig. 
Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  major-general 
for  long  and  efficient  service  in  North  Carolina;  also  for  his  bravery, 
gallant  conduct,  and  valuable  services  rendered  at  the  action  of  Honey 
Hill,  and  in  all  the  operations  of  the  Coast  Division,  under  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch,  to  the  occupation  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road and  the  batteries  above-named;  Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell,  Fifty -fifth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  to  be  brevet  brigadier- general  for  distin- 
guished and  valuable  service  at  the  action  of  Honey  Hill,  where  he 
received  three  severe  wounds. 

I earnestly  recommend  that  the  above-named  officers  may  be  brevet- 
ted  to  date  from  November  30,  1864,  the  date  of  the  action  at  Honey 
Hill,  S.  C.,  as  a mark  of  reward  to  these  gallant  officers  and  a compli- 
ment to  the  brave  men  they  command. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Commandin g. 


Hilton  Head,  Jannary  17,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

Fort  Fisher  was  taken  at  10  p.  m.  on  the  15th  by  assault;  1,780  well 
prisoners  and  72  guns.  Have  dispatches  for  you.  1 will  start  with 
them  at  once. 

FOSTER, 

General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  (7.,  J amtary  17,  1665. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Comdg.  l)ept.  and  Army  of  the  Temiessee,  Beaufort,  G. : 
General  : I have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion, a condensed  report  made  up  from  the  statements  of  rebel 
deserters,  refugees,  and  escaped  Union  officers  of  the  enemy’s  defen- 
sive works,  &c.,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  from  the 
Edisto  River  to  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Report  of  rebel  defensive  worlds  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road from  the  Edisto  to  the  marshes  on  the  Savannah  River. 

Edisto. — At  the  crossing  of  the  Edisto,  no  works  known;  bridge, 
350  feet  in  length;  no  troops  near  the  river  above  the  bridge,  and  no 
manned  batteries  believed  to  be  below  it.  November,  1864. 

Ashepoo. — Bridge,  300  feet  long;  country  open ; earth- work  at  railroad 
station  north  of  the  river.  On  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  a short 
distance  above  the  bridge,  is  a slight  epaulement  without  guns. 
Between  Ashepoo  and  Pocotaligo  lives  a man  named  Butler,  who,  in 
November,  1864,  had  captured  more  than  seventy  escaped  Union 
officers  by  dogs. 

Sallcehatchie. — Bridge,  200  feet  long;  no  works  there  or  between 
there  and  Pocotaligo. 

Comhahee.—BdtteYj  at  Combahee  Ferry,  behind  a creek  and  between 
the  creek  and  road,  made  to  run  earth  works  into.  The  ferry  is  three 
miles  from  the  railroad,  and  in  September  an  infantry  company  was 
stationed  there.  Small  battery  with  one  iron  gun  on  Tar  Bluff;  another 
battery,  not  large,  on  Field’s  l^oint,  at  tbe  mouth  of  the  Combahee; 
small  work  with  one  large  iron  gun  at  the  near  side  of  the  ferry  on 
Williman’s  (William’s’ ?)  Island.  Bull  River  navigable.  The  creek  run- 
ning by  Kean’s  Neck  (sometimes  called  Summer  House  Island)  is  not 
for  steam-boats.  Four  miles  from  Combahee  Ferry,  on  a creek  running 
into  Combahee  RiVer,  are  salt-works  at  which  fifty  men  are  employed. 

Pocotaligo. — No  troops  at  Pocotaligo,  except  at  the  station;  two  cav- 
alry companies  at  New  Station;  five  men  at  Pocotaligo  Station  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864;  militia  regiment  under  Major  Sorwin  at  Pocotaligo 
Station;  three  companies  South  Carolina  cavalry  at  Pocotaligo  in  Sep- 
tember, 1864.  The  depot  for  troops  is  at  Pocotaligo  and  all  stores  were 
issued  thence  in  July,  1864.  The  station  is  a mile  and  a half  from 
Pocotaligo.  The  railroad  bridge  is  only  ten  yards  long.  An  inclosed 
work  at  the  old  bridge  with  three  large  guns,  the  ditch  about  five  feet 
dee]);  no  force  stationed  at  the  battery;  very  heavy  works.  At  Po- 
cotaligo, to  the  right  of  the  main-road  bridge,  are  works  with  seven 
guns.  The  works  extend  from  the  bridge  all  the  way  down  to  the  Union 
road.  At  Pocotaligo  and  Port  Royal  Ferry  in  July,  1864,  were  part  of 
Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry  (500),  two  companies  Third  South  Carolina 
Cavalry  (150),  Bachman’s  and  Stuart’s  batteries  (250). 

McPlterso7iville. — Not  fortified;  two  batteries  of  light  artillery  there, 
but  no  infantry,  in  September,  1864. 

P\om  Pocotaligo  to  Port  Royal  Ferry. — The  country  is  open  with  back 
water  for  rice  i)laj’tations;  it  is  easy  to  go  through;  but  few  troops  on 
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the  road.  When  you  pass  Garden’s  Corners  to  the  left  (going  from  the 
ferry  to  Pocotaligo)  on  the  Union  road  there  are  obstructions  and  a 
field-work  commanding  the  main  road;  and  still  farther  to  the  left  near 
Bridge  Church  is  another  work.  On  the  Union  road  above  Sheldon 
Church  are  more  obstructions  (abatis),  but  no  works.  Above  where 
Stony  Creek  crosses  the  Pocotaligo  road  there  is  an  earth-work.  Stony 
Creek  is  not  fordable  below  the  road,  but  is  above,  where  there  are  rice 
fields  with  water  standing  about  knee  deej).  Seven  miles  from  the  ferry 
is  a mud  fort  with  two  guns  (apparently  same  captured  by  Captain 
Gouraud  December  5,  1864) ; cannon  broken  and  lying  by  road  about  a 
mile  and  a quarter  from  ferry.  From  the  cannon  on  a line  toward  the 
creek  in  open  woods,  a negro  says,  there  were  torpedoes,  kind  unknown, 
in  August,  1864. 

Port  Royal  Ferry. — Picket  of  lieutenant  and  five  men  in  Septem- 
ber, 1864;  picket  relieved  from  Pocotaligo;  slight  earth- works,  fallen  to 
decay  ; about  ICO  yards  from  causeway,  west  of  road,  in  the  brush  on 
heavy,  hard  ground,  about  thirty  yards  from  marsh,  nearly  oi)posite 
where  the  ambulance  wagon  stops  is  a heavy  mine,  got  at  by  a trap- 
door; it  is  close  to  the  major’s  quarters.  An  extra  guard  is  stationed 
ten  or  fifteen  yards  beyond  it,  evidently  intended  to  watch  it.  Noth- 
ing of  the  kind  was  seen  by  the  reconnaissance  of  December  5,  1864. 

Coupons  Bluff. — Below  Page’s  Point;  a good  landing,  and  no  works 
on  the  road  till  you  reach  Stony  Creek  Church. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Macliay''s  Bluff. — Breast-works  at  Heuston’s  place 
with  places  for  light  guns;  also  at  the  bridge  at  Causton’s,  and  at  the 
bridge  near  Frampton’s.  Both  these  creeks  can  be  forded  above  the 
bridge,  but  not  below. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Tullifinny  River. — No  works  either  on  the  rail- 
road or  the  dirt  road,  except  works  facing  Mackay’s  Point.  (See 
above.) 

Tullifinny  River. — Eailroad  bridge,  150  yards  long;  dirt-road  (?) 
bridge,  75  to  100  yards  long;  no  works  at  railroad  bridge.  On  dirt 
road  at  Mason’s  Bridge,  on  Pocotaligo  side  of  the  creek,  is  a battery 
for  field  pieces.  The  existence  of  such  battery  is  denied. 

Peninsula  between  Tullifinny  and  Coosawhatchie  Rivers. — Intrench- 
ments  along  line  of  road  alleged  to  exist  do  not  exist.  From  lower 
landing  to  cross-roads,  four  miles,  and  from  upper  landing  to  cross- 
roads, three  miles  and  three-quarters;  from  cross-road  to  railroad,  one- 
quarter  of  a mile  (this  is  wrong ; it  is  at  least  half  a mile,  probably  more) ; 
from  cross-roads  to  either  bridge  on  the  dirt  road,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  No  works  on  road  leading  up  the  peninsula;  country  mostly  open, 
with  some  belts  of  woods  till  reaching  cross-roads,  thence  thick  wood 
with  some  openings,  but  no  beaten  road  to  railroad;  rivers  fringed  by 
woods;  sixteen  men  from  Kanapaux’s  company  on  picket  at  Gregory’s. 

Coosaivhatchie  River. — Railroad  bridge  on  trestles  fifty  feet  (?)  long; 
fifty  yards  long,  no  trestle-work ; in  three  sections,  200, 150,  and  100  yards 
long,  respectively.  Dirt  road  runs  along  railroad;  bridge  is  the  same 
(wrong);  two  i)lanks  run  along  middle  of  railroad  bridge;  dirt  road 
bridge,  75  or  100  yards  long.  On  December  6 regiment  of  Georgia 
Eeserves  (300  or  400)  near  bridge;  artillery  said  to  be  there.  Country 
between  railroad  and  dirt  road  open,  with  woods  in  a bend  of  river  on 
north  side,  houses  on  south  side.  On  south  side  of  Coosawhatchie  are 
heavy  works  for  six  guns,  with  rifle-pits;  works  not  closed  (?).  The 
railroad  runs  through  the  batteries;  one  large  and  one  small  battery 
on  either  side  of  the  railroad;  they  look  south  and  down  the  river. 
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Dawsonh  Landing, — Good  landing j open,  hard  ground;  no  woods  or 
marsh;  two  bridges  of  about  fifteen  feet  each  not  far  from  landing. 
You  can  go  round  the  bridges.  The  bottom  is  hard.  Battery  with 
two  guns,  one  a 32-pounder,  near  the  house. 

From  Coosawhatchie  to  Grahamville. — No  batteries  on  railroad. 

From  Boyd^s  Neck  to  Coosawhatchie  and  Grahamville. — From  land- 
ing to  cross-roads,  two  and  a quarter  miles  ; on  Coosawhatchie  road, 
from  cross-road  to  Newhall  Church,  about  one  mile  and  a half;  two  small 
earth  works  across  the  road,  one  on  either  side  of  the  Newhall  Church; 
from  Newhall  Church  to  the  swamp.  Bee  Creek,  a mile  and  a half.  Two 
hundred  yards  from  swamp.  Bee  Creek,  toward  the  cross-roads,  is  a 
battery  covering  also  the  Grahamville  and  Coosawhatchie  road.  On 
the  5th  of  December  there  were  in  this  battery  two  6-pounders  and  one 
12-pounder.  There  is  a cross-road  from  the  Boyd’s  Neck  to  the  Graham- 
ville road  before  reaching  this  battery.  The  road  leading  from  the  cross- 
roads to  Grahamville  is  disused  and  partly  overgrown.  From  battery 
at  fork  of  the  roads  to  Grahamville  is  five  miles.  On  Coosawhatchie 
and  Grahamville  road,  two  miles  from  Grahamville,  is  a stout  little  bat- 
tery. From  cross-roads  to  the  church  where  the  road  turns  to  Graham- 
ville is  one  mile  (rather  more).  From  church  to  Honey  Hill  is  three 
miles.  At  Honey  Hill  is  battery  with  no  guns  permanently  in  it; 
infantry  intrenchments  in  woods  on  either  side  of  battery;  battery  500 
yards  from  sharp  turn  of  the  road  in  densely  wooded  country  (Cai^tain 
Gouraud,  aide  de-camp) ; 200  yards  (Colonel  Gurney,  One  hundred  and 
twenty- seventh  New  York) ; battery  on  thirty  feet  rise  of  ground  (Brig.^ 
Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gurney);  from  battery  at 
Honey  Hill  to  Grahamville  two  miles;  no  battery  between  Honey  Hill 
and  Grahamville. 

Grahamville. — In  September  no  work  at  Grahamville;  in  July  eight 
companies  of  cavalry  and  battery  of  artillery;  in  September  Captains 
Peeples’  and  Howard’s  companies  of  cavalry  and  Lieutenant  Johnson’s 
section  of  rifled  brass  guns,  the  same  which  were  used  at  Chimney 
Point. 

From  Grahamville  to  Savannah  River. — No  batteries  between  Gra- 
hamville and  Ferebeeville.  On  the  road  leading  from  Ferebeeville  to 
the  Coosawhatchie  and  Bluffton  road  are  two  works,  one  on  each  side  of 
the  road,  about  three  miles  from  Ferebeeville.  At  New  Eiver  is  a good 
railroad  bridge  150  yards  long.  At  Hardeeville  in  August,  1864,  was 
a battery  of  artillery.  At  Bluffton  in  September,  1864,  was  Captain 
Kirkland’s  cavalry  company  and  some  artillery. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  5.  j Hilton  Head.,  S.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

A military  tax  of  one  per  cent  will  be  levied  on  all  goods  brought 
into  this  department,  except  the  District  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
purpose  of  trade,  on  and  after  this  date.  The  value  of  such  goods  will 
be  determined  by  the  invoices  passed  through  the  custom-house  at  Hil- 
ton Head.  The  fund  accruing  from  this  tax  shall  be  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  steam  and  other  fire  engines,  repairing  wharves, 
roads,  imblic  buildings,  and  other  necessary  civil  exi)enses  for  the  sev- 
eral cities  and  towns  within  the  limits  of  this  department.  Lieut.  Col. 
James  H.  Strong,  First  North  Carolina  Union  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
detailed  to  attend  to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  this  fund, 
under  the  direction  of  tlie  major-general  commanding.  Li(‘ut.  Col.  S. 
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L.  Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  Kew  York  Volnuteers, 
will  act  for  Lieutenant- Colonel  Strong  until  the  arrival  of  that  officer 
from  North  Carolina. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  6.  ) Hilton  Heady  8.  0.,  January  17 y 1865. 

#*##*** 

II.  Capt.  James  E.  Gilmore,  assistant  quartermaster,  having  reported 
to  these  headquarters  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  War 
Department,  is  hereby  announced  as  superintendent  of  military  tele- 
graphs in  this  department,  and  will  be  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

No,  35.  ) Heveaux’s  Nechy- 8.  C.,  January  17 y 1865. 

The  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  are  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  with  this  division,  and  will  proceed  as  soon  as  transportation  can 
be  furnished  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  there  report  to  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral Saxton  for  duty. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.y  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.y  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  8.  (7.,  January  17 y 1865. 

General  Scammon, 

Commanding^  &c.y  Florida: 

General  : Now  that  Fort  Fisher  is  captured  and  General  Sherman 
moving,  I think  it  a good  time  to  get  together  all  of  your  available 
men  and  advance  into  the  country  on  a sort  of  Union  march,  as  far  as 
you  judge  safe  and  prudent  or  desirable.  Select  your  point  of  attack 
and  route.  Stimulate  the  Union  sentiment  in  the  manner  of  General 
Sherman  at  Savannah.  The  ]iews  is  glorious. 

Truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General y Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Neiv  Berney  N.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

8avannahy  Ga. : 

General:  I have  just  received  a letter  from  Brig.  Gen.  E.  D. 
Townsend,  assistant  adjutant-general,  written  on  the  Kith  instant, 
from  on  board  the  steamer  S.  E.  Spaulding,  and  inclosing  to  me  the 
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order  aiinexiug  tlie  District  of  i^orth  Carolina  to  the  Department  of 
the  South,  and  directing  me  to  furnish  you  certain  information  con- 
cerning the  command  in  North  Carolina. 

In  a communication  to  Eear- Admiral  Porter,  and  in  a private  letter 
written  to  you  on  the  13th  instant,  both  of  which  you  have  doubtless 
ere  this  received,  I gave  you  in  general  terms  the  information  called 
for  in  the  letter  of  General  Townsend.  I shall,  however,  inclose  here- 
with rei)orts  from  my  own  headquarters,  together  with  those  in  detail 
from  the  sub-districts  and  stations  under  my  command  up  to  the  10th 
instant.  I believe  they  explain  themselves.  Since  that  date  no  material 
chauges  have  taken  place.  I shall  also  inclose  a report  of  the  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores  on  hand  in  the  arsenal  here,  together  with  a state- 
ment of  the  armament  of  the  various  works  in  this  command,  since  the 
date  of  which  no  particular  changes  have  taken  place.  I will  also  state 
that  we  keep  constantly  on  hand  at  least  ninety  days’  rations  for  all 
the  troops  in  the  district. 

For  fear  that  you  may  not  have  received  the  communication  already 
referi-ed  to  as  having  been  sent  you  by  Admiral  Porter,  I will  state: 

1.  The  railroad. — This  is  in  tolerable  running  order  from  Morehead 
City  to  Batchelder’s  Creek,  which  is  our  extreme  outpost  on  the  railroad 
toward  Kinston,  and  with  little  trouble  I can  place  it  in  order  as  far  as 
Core  Creek,  ten  miles  farther.  From  Core  Creek  to  Kinston,  a dis- 
tance of  about  eighteen  miles,  the  road  has  been  in  a great  measure 
destroyed,  but,  as  the  grade  is  still  preserved,  it  could  be  easily  relaid. 
I have,  however,  no  iron  here  to  do  this.  There  are  now  on  the  road 
four  engines,  two  passenger  cars,  about  ten  each  of  box-cars  and  crates, 
and  twenty  platform-cars  in  order,  and  twenty  which  can  be  repaired. 

A Water  transportation. — This  consists  of  eight  small  steamers,  fit 
only  for  the  rivers  and  sounds,  and  two  tugs.  None  of  these  are  in 
very  good  order,  and  barely  sufficient  to  transact  business  about  the 
sounds. 

3.  Outposts. — These  extend  in  a line  toward  Kinston,  from  the  Trent 
to  the  Neuse  Kiver,  a distance  of  about  twelve  miles  5 all  the  points 
of  this  line  being  about  eight  miles  from  New  Berne. 

The  number  of  troops  at  the  different  stations,  as  shown  by  the 
returns  inclosed,  are  barely  sufficient  to  hold  them.  All  the  troops  that 
could  iiossibly  be  spared  from  this  district  were  sent  to  Virginia  early 
in  the  spring  of  1864.  I have,  however,  been  able  from  time  to  time  to 
send  oft  various  expeditions  into  the  interior,  which  I flatter  myself 
had  the  effect  to  hold  no  inconsiderable  force  of  the  enemy  in  this 
State,  and  away  from  other  scenes  of  active  operations. 

4.  Fortifications. — The  different  fortifications  and  field-works  are  in 
good  condition,  well  armed  and  supplied,  but  weakly  garrisoned. 

In  General  Townsend’s  letter  he  informs  me  that  you  direct  that  the 
crossing  of  the  Neuse  at  Kinston  be  at  once  secured.  With  regard  to 
this,  I would  state  that  the  Neuse  liiver  can  be  forded  at  one  or  more 
points  a few  miles  above  and  below  Kinston  at  the  ordinary  stage  of 
the  river.  To  secure  the  railroad  crossing  of  the  Neuse  Kiver  at  Kin- 
ston it  will  be  necessary  to  capture  and  hold  securely  that  place.  Two 
of  my  vscouts  have  this  morning  returned  from  near  Kinston,  and  I am 
satisfied  from  the  information  1 have  obtained  from  them  that  there  is 
only  a small  force,  not  to  exceed  two  or  three  regiments,  with  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  pieces  of  light  artillery,  in  and  about  Kinston.  But 
the  bridge  on  the  south  and  east  side  of  the  Neuse  is  defended  by  field- 
works with  some  heavy  guns.  Now,  while  I think  it  possible,  with  the 
force  which  I can  collect,  to  capture  Kinston,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
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it  could  be  held,  and  I was  just  on  the  point  of  making  a visit  to  Lieu- 
tenant General  Grant  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a small  additional 
force,  say  four  regiments  of  infantry,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  and 
holding  that  town  until  I could  put  the  railroad  in  order  from  that 
place  to  this,  as  I have  calculated  that  you  would  certainly  very  soon 
send  a force  through  Korth  Carolina,  when  it  will  be  all  important  for 
you  to  have  your  communication  with  the  coast  complete. 

Now,  general,  I take  it  for  granted  that  you  will  approve  of  my  send- 
ing direct  to  General  Grant  to  ask  for  this  additional  force,  and  to  beg 
of  him  to  send  here  as  soon  as  possible  the  necessary  material  and  men 
to  finish  the  road  from  here  to  Kinston;  conseq[uently  I shall  do  so. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  I shall  organize  as  quietly  as  possible  as 
strong  a force  as  I can,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Kinston,  and  if 
you  think  the  attempt  had  better  be  made  whether  we  can  hold  it  or 
not,  it  shall  be  done. 

I do  not  know  whether  the  rebels  can  spare  any  troops  to  re-enforce 
Kinston  at  this  time,  but  in  all  former  expeditions  to  that  place  we 
have  found  that  they  could  quickly  pour  down  from  Goldsborough  a 
force  far  superior  in  numbers  to  any  we  could  bring  against  them. 

I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  is  now  in  Goldsborough,  but 
it  is  my  impression  that  all  the  force  they  could  possibly  spare  has  been 
sent  toward  Wilmington.  As  our  army  and  fleet  will  in  all  probability 
capture  Wilmington  in  a few  days,  if  they  have  not  already  done  so, 
it  will  have  the  effect  to  liberate  a large  number  of  their  troops  that 
can  readily  move  up  the  railroad  toward  Kinston,  and  not  only  drive 
out  any  small  force  I might  have  there,  but  also  menace  New  Berne 
itself.  1 only  mention  this  matter  as  something  to  consider  in  my  cal- 
culations. I hope  that  some  regular  means  of  communication  with  you 
will  be  established  without  delay.  Will  you  please  recollect  that  I have 
no  boats  that  I can  send,  and  I am  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Navy 
for  means  of  communication. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah,  January  18,  1865. 

Hon.  Simeon  Draper, 

Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  Major-General  Sherman  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  the  17th  instant,  inclosing  a coinmiinication  from  the  mayor 
of  the  city  with  reference  to  the  rice  captured  in  this  city.  General 
Sherman  desires  me  to  say  that  the  subject  of  your  letter  will  be  at  once 
referred  to  General  Beckwith,  his  chief  commissary,  who  has  charge  of 
this  whole  matter.  He  thinks  it  probable,  however,  that  it  will  be 
found  necessary  to  retain  all  the  rice  in  the  hands  of  the  army,  in  order 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  soldiers  and  other  persons  dependent  on  us 
for  subsistence,  and  therefore  he  prefers  that  no  part  of  it  should  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  Treasury  Department. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,^ 

II.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  and  xlssistant  Adjutaiit- General. 
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Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  Savannah^  Oa., 

’ No.  17.  ) January  18,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Harrow,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  reporting  to  the 
general  commanding,  by  order  of  Major-General  Howard,  command- 
ing Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  will  report  in  person  to 
the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0.,  for  assignment. 
The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  William  Vandever,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  trans- 
ferred from  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee  to  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  will  report  in  person  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis 
for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  ^’he  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga., 

No.  18.  ) January  18,  1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  will  to  morrow, 
January  19,  turn  over  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  the  command  and  charge  of  the  city  of  Savannah, 
Ga. 

II.  Major-General  Foster  will  thereon  relieve  the  guards,  patrols,  and 
fatigue  parties  belonging  to  General  Geary’s  command  and  assign  a 
commander  for  the  post  and  city  of  Savannah,  to  be  governed  by  exist- 
ing orders  and  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  18, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  Ifith  instant  relative  to  movements,  &c.  I had  already 
directed  a scouting  party  to  reconnoiter  toward  Gillisonville.  General 
Blair  reports  that  the  party  found  the  enemy  (artillery  and  cavalry) 
about  six  miles  beyond  Gillisonville.  They  were  obliged  to  return  to 
Coosawhatchie,  capturing,  however,  a surgeon,  lieutenant,  and  ten  men 
of  the  enemy.  The  officer  in  command  then  struck  off  via  Graham- 
ville  toward  Kobertsville.  When  within  eight  miles  of  that  point  they 
ran  upon  the  enemy’s  picket.  They  learned  from  a prisoner  captured 
from  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry  that  one  division  of  Wlieeler’s 
cavalry,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  was  at  Kobertsville.  Citizens 
on  the  road  confirm  this  statement.  General  Blair  further  reports  that 
a party  sent  last  evening  (17th)  to  Salkehatchie  found  the  enemy  still 
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there,  with  seven  pieces  of  artillery  in  sight  from  the  road,  and 
strengthening  their  works.  I have  directed  General  Blair  to  keep  up 
his  reconnaissances  toward  Salkehatchie. 

Very  respectfully , your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah^  Ga.^  January  18,  1865. 

General  Howard: 

Dear  General  : Your  note  of  JanuarylT,  with  inclosures,  is  received. 
It  is  best  that  all  the  Fifteenth  Corps  not  yet  off  should  march,  and 
that  you  get  your  whole  command  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pocotaligo 
and  Coosawhatchie  and  make  as  many  wharves  as  possible,  that  you 
may  accumulate  stores  in  your  wagons.  Slocum  has  two  divisions  at 
Hardeeville  and  Purysburg,  and  to-day  a gun-boat  and  two  transports 
move  up  to  that  point,  and  it  will  be  five  days  before  Slocnm  can  have 
Sister’s  Ferry  and  Kobertsville.  The  division  of  Cuvier  Grover  is  now 
arriving  and  will  occupy  Savannah.  This  will  relieve  Geary’s  division. 
Davis  will  start  to-morrow  for  Sister’s  Ferry  on  the  west  bank  of 
Savannah,  with  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry.  I now  have  official  notice  that 
General  Terry  carried  Fort  Fisher  by  assault,  capturing  72  guns  and 
1,780  prisoners.  This  closes  up  Cape  Fear  River  and  helps  us.  I want 
them  also  to  strengthen  Kew  Berne,  and  work  out  the  railroad  toward 
Goldsborough.  Get  your  command  so  as  to  move  north  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  get  all  the  bread  and  forage  accumulated  you  can.  As 
soon  as  possible  we  will  cast  off,  and  then  for  another  cruise  that  will, 
in  my  judgment,  do  more  to  bring  matters  to  a crisis  than  the  last. 
Choose  the  best  points  you  can  find  to  land  stores  for  Pocotaligo. 
Don’t  cross  the  Salkehatchie,  but  hold  all  the  ground  uj)  to  it,  as  though 
we  intended  to  break  across.  The  next  movement  I want  the  enemy  to 
feel  is  from  the  left  Hank.  Purysburg  is  reported  as  a fine  point,  with 
deep  river  and  a good  bluff'. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

January  18,  1865.  (Via  Hilton  Head.) 

General  Sherman: 

Lieutenant  McQueen,  of  my  escort,  has  just  returned  from  a recon- 
naissance. He  communicated  with  a regiment  of  General  Logan’s 
mounted  infantry  at  New  River  bridge  yesterday  a.  m.  The  small 
bridges  are  destroyed;  the  road  otherwise  good.  He  brings  from 
General  Blair  fifteen  prisoners,  including  two  commissioned  otficers. 
Do  you  wish  the  railroad  destroyed? 

HOWARD, 

General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

January  18^  1865.  (Via  Hilton  Head.) 

General  Sherman: 

General  Blair  finds  the  enemy’s  camp  at  Eobertsville.  Was  not 
Slocum  to  occupy  that  place  on  the  15th? 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  18,  1865.  (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
General  Howard: 

Slocum  is  not  yet  up  at  Eobertsville  but  is  at  Hardeeville.  It  will  be 
four  days  before  he  gets  to  Eobertsville. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  18, 1865. 

The  major-general  commanding  with  great  pleasure  publishes  to  the 
command  the  following  telegram : 


Hilton  Head,  January  17,  1865. 

General  Meigs: 

The  steamer  Russia  has  just  arrived  from  Wilmington  with  dispatches  which 
will  be  forwarded  immediately.  Fort  Fisher  was  captured  last  Sunday  evening  by 
General  Terry.  Our  loss  about  500  men;  1 major-general,  2,000  prisoners,  and  75 
guns  captured. 

C.  W.  THOMAS. 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAME.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  10. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  18,  1865. 
***** 


III.  So  much  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  11,  of  date  January  13, 
1865,  from  these  headquarters,  as  relieves  Col.  M.  0.  Garber  as  chief 
quartermaster,  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  being  inconsistent  with 
orders  from  the  War  Department,  is  liereby  revoked  and  made  void. 

IV.  The  necessities  of  the  service  require  that  the  negroes  employed 
in  the  engineer,  commissary,  and  quartermaster’s  departments  of  this 
army  should  not  be  molested  by  recruiting  parties  for  colored  organiza- 
tions. Eecruiting  parties  are,  therefore,  expressly  prohibited  from 
recruiting  any  such  emi)loye  in  this  army.  If  taken  in  violation  of 
these  orders  he  will  be  reclaimed,  and  the  person  recruiting  him  arrested 
and  dealt  with  accordingly.  To  prevent  mistakes  officers  employing 
negroes  will  furnish  them  with  certificates  showing  by  whom  and  how 
employed. 

V.  The  Seventieth  Eegiment  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers  will  -for  the 
present  remain  in  town  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  details  for  guard 
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and  fatigue  duty,  relieving  the  Thirty-first  Iowa  and  Twenty- sixth 
Illinois  Infantry  therefrom,  which  regiments,  on  being  relieved,  will 
report  to  their  respective  brigade  commanders.  The  commanding- 
officers  Seventieth  Ohio  will  at  once  ascertain  from  Captain  Bogert, 
provost-marshal  of  the  district,  the  detail  required  for  provost  duty 
and  furnish  the  same,  holding  the  balance  of  his  command  subject  to 
detail  from  these  headquarters,  or  Captain  Woodward,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster,  for  fatigue  duty. 

**##**# 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Thunderbolt^  Ga.^  January  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant-  General : 

In  obedience  to  instructions  embarkation  of  my  division  has  been 
stopped,  excepting  my  headquarters.  The  supply  train  and  De  Gress^ 
battery,  with  the  division  pioneer  corps  and  two  regiments  for  guard, 
is  all  of  the  division  left  to  go  by  land.  This,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Black,  One  hundred  and  eleventh  Illinois,  is  already 
on  its  way.  I have  directed  Colonel  Black  to  report  at  your  head- 
quarters, and  also  if  possible  to  pass  the  causeway  to-night. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  i Savannah^  Ga.,  January  18 ^ 1865. 

* * ^?  * * * * 

X.  This  command  will  move  out  from  its  present  camp  at  8.30  a.  m. 
to-morrow  (the  19th  instant)  in  the  following  order  on  the  road  leading 
into  the  city,  viz: 

1.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brigadier- General  Rice  commanding,  with 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  the  center  of  his  com- 
mand or  following  the  first  two  regiments. 

2.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding. 

3.  All  trains  of  the  division  as  follows : First,  ordnance  train  followed 
by  ambulance  train ; second,  brigade  trains  in  order  of  their  respective 
brigades;  third,  division  supply  trains,  well  closed  up. 

4.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding.  Colonel 
Hurlbut  will  keep  out  a sufficient  rear  guard,  and  will  see  that  no 
straggling  is  permitted,  arresting  all  men  straying  from  their  com- 
mands without  proper  authority. 

**##**# 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 

A ssistan t Adjutant-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  8.  C.,  January  18 ^ 1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Your  dispatches  of  last  night  respecting  reconnaissances 
have  just  been  received.  I think  from  General  Sherman’s  letter  that 
General  Slocum  has  not  pushed  any  force  to  Bober tsville  yet,  and  prob- 
ably the  Fourteenth  Corps  will  start  for  that  place  from  Savannah 
to-day.  Your  reconnaissances  toward  Salkehatchie  are  useful,  and  had 
better  be  kept  up  with  a view  to  keeping  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity. 
It  would  be  well  to  make  him  destroy  his  bridges,  pontoons,  &c.,  if 
possible.  Please  send  me  word  as  to  the  state  of  your  rations  and 
forage  frequently. 

Yery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-General. 


P.  S. — It  is  best  not  to  push  an  infantry  reconnaissance  toward 
Robert sville  at  present. 


O.  O.  H., 


Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah.,  Ga.^  January  18,  1865. 

Col.  H.  C.  Rodgers, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Left  Wing : 

Colonel:  My  quartermaster  reports  great  doubt  as  to  his  being 
able  to  procure  the  forage  required  to  fill  his  trains  by  to  morrow  morn- 
ing. The  forage  is  down  the  river  on  transports,  and  tug  boats  have 
gone  to  tow  them  up,  but  when  they  will  be  up  he  is  unable  to  report. 
To-morrow  night  our  animals  are  out  again. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Com^nanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  18,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General  : As  soon  as  the  troops  of  your  division  now  on  post  duty 
are  relieved  you  will  rejoin  the  cori)s  at  Purysburg,  or  wherever  they 
may  be,  marching  by  the  same  route  taken  by  the  other  divisions.  The 
headquarters  of  the  corps  will  be  moved  to  Purysburg  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Actmg  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Diy.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Puryslmrg^  iS.  (7.,  January  18,  1865. 

Gapt.  John  Speed, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General^  Third  Division: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  general  commanding: 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  I started  out  two  scouting  parties, 
each  attended  by  a staff  officer,  to  explore  the  country,  examine  woods, 
bridges,  communications,  &c.,  in  our  front,  and  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  information,  which  they  report: 

One  of  these  parties,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Brown,  from  my 
headquarters,  moved  out  upon  a road  running  nearly  east  from  Purys- 
burg  and  crossing  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad.  At  the 
point  of  crossing  he  left  this  road,  moving  nearly  directly  north  through 
the  swamp,  there  being  no  road  near  that  point,  striking  the  Graham- 
ville  road  about  three  or  three  miles  and  a half  from  Purysburg; 
moving  out  upon  that  road  toward  Grahamville  about  two  miles,  and 
to  within  ten  miles  of  Grahamville  and  two  of  Great  Swamii  bridge, 
about  five  miles  from  Purysburg,  on  the  Grahamville  road,  he  found  a 
low,  swampy  piece  of  road,  considerably  obstructed  by  fallen  timber; 
besides  clearing  out  this  timber,  the  road,  for  perhaps  a quarter  of  a 
mile,  will  have  to  be  corduroyed  to  make  it  passable  for  trains.  Besides 
this,  there  are  no  serious  obstructions  in  the  road,  except  an  occasional 
fallen  tree  or  small  bridge  torn  away,  except  within  half  a mile  of 
Purysburg,  where  the  road  is  impassable  in  its  present  condition,  being 
flooded  with  about  three  feet  of  water  and  intersected  by  an  uncovered 
ditch.  There  was  a family  living  at  the  point  on  the  Grahamville 
road  where  Lieutenant  Brown  stopped,  but  none  between  that  point 
and  Purysburg.  At  this  house  Lieutenant  Brown  was  told  that  a party 
of  five  rebels  had  passed  there  about  two  hours  before,  which  would 
have  been  about  11  a.  m.  They  said  they  belonged  to  Wheeler’s  cav- 
alry. The  country  through  which  he  passed  is  a low  pine  swamp; 
there  are  no  plantations  and  no  forage. 

The  other  party,  with  Captain  Easton,  started  upon  the  Augusta  road, 
but,  on  account  of  the  water  covering  it,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  all 
of  his  party  not  mounted,  and  went  forward  to  Bushing’s,  about  three 
miles  from  Purysburg.  The  entire  length  of  this  road  is  covered  with 
water,  and  Captain  Easton  reports  it  at  present  impassable  for  trains. 
I propose  to  send  a party  out  as  far  as  Great  Swamp  bridge  to-morrow. 
No  steam  boat  has  yet  come  up  the  river  as  far  as  this  place.  The  water 
in  the  river  is  still  rising. 

I am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  el.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General:  I understand  that  General  Hatch  is  destroying  the  rail- 
road. 1 had  not  done  so  because  1 thought  we  might  want  to  use  it. 
Had  you  given  orders  to  that  effect'? 

Bespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  18,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  K.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  detach- 
ment of  the  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  now  at 
Beaufort,  be  directed  to  report  at  once  to  the  headquarters  of  their 
regiment,  now  serving  with  the  Coast  Division  under  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P. 
Hatch.  The  necessary  pickets  for  your  district  will  be  taken  from  the 
regiments  and  detachments  in  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

No.  36.  j Deveaux’s  Nech,  S.  G.,  January  18,  1865. 

###*#*«■ 

VII.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  chief 
of  artillery,  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South,  and  ordered  to 
report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  headquarters  Department  of  the 
South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty -fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M,  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Sir  : When  you  left  Savannah  a few  days  ago  you  forgot  the  map 
which  General  Geary  had  prepared  for  you,  showing  the  route  by  which 
his  division  entered  the  city  of  Savannah,  being  the  first  troops  to 
occupy  that  city.  I now  send  it  to  you.  I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
also  to  inclose  you  copies  of  all  my  official  orders  touching  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  people  of  Georgia,  as  well  as  for  the  establishment 
of  the  negro  settlements.  Delegations  of  the  peo])le  of  Georgia  con- 
tinue to  come  in  and  I am  satisfied  that,  with  a little  judicious  hand- 
ling and  by  a little  respect  being  paid  to  their  prejudices  we  can  create 
a schism  in  Jefi‘.  Davis^  dominions.  All  that  1 have  conversed  with 
realize  the  truth  that  slavery  as  an  institution  is  defunct,  and  the  only 
question  that  remains  is,  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  negroes 
themselves.  I confess  myself  unable  to  offer  a comi)lete  solution  of 
this  question,  and  prefer  to  leave  it  to  the  slower  operations  of  time. 
We  have  given  an  initiative  and  can  afford  to  await  the  working  of  the 
ex])eriment.  As  to  trade  matters,  I also  think  that  it  is  to  our  interest 
to  keep  the  people  somewhat  dependent  upon  the  articles  of  commerce 
to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  accustomed. 

General  Grover  is  now  here  and  will,  I think,  be  able  to  manage  this 
matter  judiciously,  and  may  gradually  relax  and  invite  cotton  to  come 
in  in  larger  quantities.  But  at  first  we  should  manifest  no  undue 
anxiety  on  that  score,  for  the  rebels  would  at  once  make  use  of  it  as  a 
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power  against  us.  We  should  assume  a tone  of  perfect  contempt  for 
cotton  and  everything  else  in  comparison  with  the  great  object  of  the 
war — the  restoration  of  the  Union  with  all  its  rights  and  power.  If  the 
rebels  burn  cotton  as  a war  measure,  they  simply  play  into  our  hands 
by  taking  away  the  only  product  of  value  they  now  have  to  exchange 
in  foreign  ports  for  Avar  ships  and  munitions.  By  such  a course,  also, 
they  alienate  the  feelings  of  the  large  class  of  small  farmers  that  look 
to  their  little  parcels  of  cotton  to  exchange  for  food  and  clothing  for 
their  families.  I hope  the  Government  will  not  manifest  too  much 
anxiety  to  obtain  cotton  in  large  quantities,  and  especially  that  the 
President  will  not  indorse  the  contracts  for  the  purchase  of  large 
quantities  of  cotton.  Several  contracts,  involving  from  0,000  to  10,000 
bales,  indorsed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  have  been  shown  me,  but  were  not  in 
such  a form  as  to  amount  to  an  order  for  me  to  facilitate  their  execution. 
As  to  Treasury  trade  agents  and  agents  to  take  charge  of  confiscated 
and  abandoned  property,  whose  salaries  depend  upon  their  fees,  I can 
only  say,  that  as  a general  rule  they  are  mischievous  and  disturbing  ele- 
ments to  a military  government.  And  it  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to 
study  the  law  and  regulations  so  as  to  understand  fully  their  powers 
and  duties.  I rather  think  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  of  the 
Army  could  better  fulfill  all  their  duties  and  accomplish  all  that  is 
aimed  at  by  the  law.  Yet  on  this  subject  I will  leave  General  Foster 
and  General  Gro\^er  to  do  the  best  they  can. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  1865. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Fessenden, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  you  copies  of  my  Special 
Field  Orders,  Uos.  12  and  13,*  the  only  ones  I have  issued  touching 
matters  of  trade  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I beg  to  invite  your  atten- 
tion to  them.  I desire  to  pay  every  possible  respect  to  the  regulations 
of  your  Department  and  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
the  furthest  extent;  but  I know  that  we  can  derive  but  little  revenue 
from  the  South,  because  no  one  will  buy  confiscated  lands,  and  if  Ave  strip 
the  inhabitants  of  all  personal  property  they  at  once  fall  back  upon  us 
with  claims  of  humanity  aa  hich  cannot  be  disregarded.  1 think  that  both 
General  Grant  and  myself  are  as  seA^ere  to  secessionists  as  men  could 
be,  but  each  of  us  has  been  forced  to  feed  the  inhabitants  of  the  con- 
quered country  after  they  have  fallen  helpless  in  our  power.  Without 
any  clearly-defined  rule,  our  practice  has  been  harsh  enough  as  long 
as  resistance  lasted;  but  the  moment  resistance  ceased  we  could  not 
see  people  round  our  camps  perish  of  hunger.  Immense  quantities  of 
])rovisions  were  issued  by  the  commissary  department  round  about 
Vicksburg  and  in  East  Tennessee;  but  I liav^  forbidden  my  commis- 
sary to  issue  proAusions  to  the  people  direct,  but  liaA^e  set  aside  cap- 
tured rice  to  be  converted,  under  the  direction  of  my  commissary,  into 
food  for  the  inhabitants. 


See  pp.  50,  52. 
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In  like  manner  I propose  to  invite  the  people  to  bring  into  Savannah 
for  exchange  such  things  as  cotton,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  &c.,  which  had 
not  fallen  into  our  hands  before  Savannah  surrendered.  I think,  also, 
that  cotton  may  be  brought  into  Savannah,  Fernandina,  and  Jackson- 
ville in  some  considerable  quantities;  but  it  is  very  important  that  we 
keep  away  the  sharks  and  rascals  that  hang  round  an  army  like  birds 
of  prey,  and,  therefore,  I shall  insist  that  in  no  event  shall  private  citi- 
zens be  allowed  to  purchase  cotton  anywhere  in  this  neighborhood.  It 
is  impossible  for  you  in  Washington  to  know  the  rascalities  they  per- 
petrate to  get  hold  of  cotton  cheap,  utterly  regardless  of  honesty  or  the 
military  interests  of  our  country.  As  to  shipments  to  Savannah  and 
elsewhere  of  innocent  goods,  I am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  this  to  the 
discretion  of  the  collectors  of  Northern  ports,  with  the  simple  military 
check  which  post  commanders  can  readily  apply  under  my  orders. 
When  it  is  well  understood  that  every  trader  in  our  lines  engages  to  do 
military  service,  we  will  be  rid  of  the  worst  class  of  characters.  Also, 
so  far  as  I am  concerned,  I have  no  objection  to  the  collector  in  New 
York  or  elsewhere  clearing  for  Port  Eoyal  any  cargo  of  goods  not  con- 
traband, when  post  commanders  can  regulate  the  amounts  to  be  brought 
to  other  points  indicated  in  my  orders.  1 expect,  in  a day  or  two,  to 
take  my  departure  hence,  after  which  General  Foster  will  have  supreme 
control. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Hilton  Head,  January  19^  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  the  senior  naval 
officer  here : 


Wilmington  is  in  onr  possession.  Will  send  the  news  in  detail  as  soon  as  I can  get 
it  from  the  gun-boat  that  has  just  arrived. 


ANDEESON, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


[Indorsement.] 


Slocum: 

Order  a salute  of  thirty-four  guns. 


SHEEMAN, 
Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Savannah.,  Ga.y  January  19 y 1865. 

Major  Anderson, 

Aide-de-Gamp^  Hilton  Head: 

In  reporting  us  in  possession  of  Wilmington  did  you  refer  to  the 
news  brought  by  the  gun-boat  Monticello?  My  dispatclies  by  her 
merely  refer  to  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 
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CONFIDENTIAL.] 

Special  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  Savannah^  Ga., 

Xo.  19.  ) January  19^  1865. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  commanding  Department  of  the  South, 
will  occupy  in  force  the  city  of  Savannah  and  river  defenses  and  main- 
tain a good,  strong  picket  in  connection  with  the  gun-boats  at  or  near 
Purysburg.  He  will  also  establish  an  intrenched  camp  at  or  near 
Pocotaligo,  covering  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  and  the  road  back  to  Broad 
Kiver. 

II.  Major-General  Howard,  commanding  Eight  Wing,  Array  in  the 
Field,  will  group  his  army  in  front  of  Coosawhatchie  and  Pocotaligo, 
prepared  to  move  inland  with  his  wagons  containing  five  days’  forage 
and  provisions  and  ammunition  to  the  full  capacity  of  his  wagons  in 
about  the  same  proportion  as  when  the  army  left  Atlanta.  He  will  con- 
tinue to  draw  supplies  from  the  head  of  Broad  Eiver  up  to  the  last 
moment  before  departure. 

III.  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  Array  in  the 
Field,  will  in  like  manner  conduct  his  wing  to  convenient  camps  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Eobertsville,  extending  toward  Coosawhatchie,  loading 
his  wagons  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  Eight  Wing  and  drawing 
his  supplies  up  to  the  last  moment  from  Purysburg  and  Sister’s  Ferry 
on  the  Savannah  Eiver. 

IV.  Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick  will  move  his  cavalry  in  concert 
with  the  Left  Wing,  cross  the  Savannah  Eiver  at  Sister’s  Ferry  and 
picket  the  roads  in  front  of  the  Left  Wing  and  ojien  communication  with 
Coosawhatchie,  drawing  his  supplies  also  from  the  depot  at  Sister’s 
Ferry. 

V.  Headquarters  of  the  army  will  be  established  first  at  Coosawhat- 
chie, to  which  point  army  commanders  will  report  all  matters  of  interest 
and  the  earliest  moment  possible  that  they  will  be  ready  to  move  inland. 

The  Eight  Wing  will  establish  a depot  for  sick  and  property  at 
Hilton  Head;  the  Left  Wing  and  cavalry  corps  the  same  at  Savannah, 
and  each  corps  will  leave  behind  all  unnecessary  servants  and  non- 
combatants,  all  tents  save  one  for  headquarters  of  brigade  and  upwards, 
tlies  to  shelter  from  the  weather,  and  tents  necessary  for  hospital  pur- 
poses; also  all  chests  for  office  papers  and  other  baggage  not  neces- 
sary for  use  in  battle,  with  orders  for  their  office  papers  and  necessary 
baggage  to  follow  them  by  water. 

Vi.  The  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  Army  in  the 
Field  will  use  all  possible  exertion  to  push  forward  supplies  to  the  points 
named  in  this  order,  and  will  be  prepared  to  follow  the  movements  of 
the  army  by  water,  with  the  provisions,  forage,  and  stores  necessary 
for  a resupply. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  IMississippi, 

Savannah,  January  19,  1865.  (Via  Hilton  Head.) 
Major-General  Howard: 

Dispatch  received.  Break  up  railroad  at  leisure  and  either  send 
away  the  iron  or  disable  it  absolutely.  General  Grover  arrived  yester- 
day and  to-day  I install  him  m command.  Accumulate  food  and  forage 
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at  Pocotaligo  and  establish  a depot  at  Hilton  Head  for  your  suite  and 
the  baggage  and  officers  to  be  left  behind.  It  Avill  be  some  days  before 
Jeff.  Davis  gets  up  to  Eobertsville  or  Logan  gets  to  Pocotaligo,  but  I 
will  push  matters  as  fast  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  17. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  19,  I860. 
* * * * # 


VII.  To  facilitate  the  supplying  of  this  command  with  quartermas* 
ter’s  and  commissary  stores,  the  following  depots  will  be  established 
under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  and  the  chief  commis- 
sary of  subsistence. 

1.  For  the  Seventeenth  Corps  at  Mack  ay’s  Point  and  the  landing  at 
Tullifinny. 

2.  For  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  at 
Beaufort,  S.  C. ; for  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions,  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  at  General  Hatch’s  wharf. 

3.  Colonel  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster,  will  accumulate  supplies 
at  the  points  above  named,  making  Beaufort,  however,  the  iirincipal 
depot.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Remick,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
will  supply  the  command  with  at  least  thirty  days’  rations  of  small 
stores  and  all  the  hard  bread  and  other  stores  which  the  transportation 
of  the  army  will  admit  of.  He  will  alsc  accumulate  at  the  points  above 
mentioned,  especially  at  Beaufort,  aL  the  stores  possible. 

4.  Whenever  supplies  can  be  accumulated  more  rapidly  by  any 
change  in  the  points  herein  indicated  the  chief  quartermaster  will  act 
accordingly,  and  notify  the  command  to  be  affected  by  the  change,  the 
object  being  to  secure  to  the  army  the  largest  possible  amount  of 
supplies. 

VIII.  So  much  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  207,  extract  5,  series 
1864,  and  No.  3,  extract  1,  current  series,  as  relieves  Oapt.  Fred.  F. 
Whitehead,  assistant  adjutant- general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  from  further 
duty  in  this  army,  is  hereby  revoked.  Captain  Whitehead  will  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for 
assignment  to  duty. 

IX.  Lieut.  Col.  R.  R.  Townes,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  having  returned  to  duty,  Maj.  Maxwell  Woodhull,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  from  further  duty  in 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  and  will  forthwith  report  in  person  to  the 
major-general  commanding  for  assignment. 

X.  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will 
break  up  the  railroad  from  Pocotaligo  to  the  Salkehatchie,  destroying 
it  absolutely,  sending  away  the  iron  or  rendering  it  worthless  to  the 
road. 

XI.  1.  The  sick  and  wounded  of  this  army  will,  under  the  direction 
of  the  medical  dii  ector,  be  taken  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  there  provided 
for. 

2.  All  unnecessary  baggage  and  articles  not  absolutely  required  in 
the  present  campaign  will  be  taken  to  the  depot  at  Beaul'ort,  S.  C.,  and 
there  stored  in  charge  of  proper  officers. 
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XY.  Oapt.  G.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer,  will  proceed  to  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C.,  to  procure  material  for  the  pontoon  train.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  without  delay  the  necessary  transportation  for 
such  material  as  Captain  Reese  may  procure. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Major-General  Howard  directs  me  to  say  that  upon 
reflection  he  does  not  deem  it  advisable  to  destroy  the  rails  upon  the 
road  as  required  in  the  order  to-day,  provided  you  can  procure  cars 
with  which  to  take  them  down  to  Pocotaligo  and  there  pile  them  up  for 
future  use.  Should  you  be  unable,  however,  to  get  the  cars,  you  will 
please  go  on  and  destroy  the  road  as  indicated  in  the  order. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 
Brigadier- G eneral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo.,  8.  C.,  January  19,  1865, 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  Colonel  Gage,  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry, 
reached  here  with  his  command  this  morning.  He  found  no  enemy  on 
the  road,  and  heard  that  a part  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  were  at  Hardee- 
ville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  January  19,  1865. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : I need  my  pioneers  at  this  point  very  much  for  repairing 
roads,  building  works,  &c.  They  can  be  much  better  cared  for  and 
worked  to  better  advantage  than  where  they  now  are.  Besides,  I hear 
that  recruiting  agents  from  the  States  are  tampering  with  them  at 
every  opportunity  and  persuading  them  to  desert.  I desire  to  have 
the  organization  near  enough  to  me  to  be  able  to  make  an  example  of 
any  of  these  gentlemen  I might  chance  to  catch  enticing  my  men  away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

PocotaligOj  S.  (7.,  January  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  to 
you  that  General  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  has  been  directed 
to  place  two  regiments  in  the  position  occupied  by  the  brigade  of  your 
command  on  his  left  and  to  relieve  your  pickets  as  soon  as  you  move 
out  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  he  has  directed  two  regiments  from  the  Fourth  Division  to 
move  out  after  you  to  morrow  and  take  position  to  cover  the  roads  as 
you  desire.  Captain  Henley,  of  the  general’s  staff,  will  accompany 
them  and  post  them  as  you  may  direct.  General  Blair  has  examined 
the  two  deserters  brought  in  by  Colonel  Gage,  but  considers  their 
knowledge  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  very  indefinite.  He  directs 
me  to  say  that  if  any  large  body  of  the  enemy  oppose  your  movements 
you  will  use  your  own  discretion  in  regard  to  attacking  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  19,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

General:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  extend  your  picket-line  on  your  left  until  it  connects 
with  the  right  of  the  Third  Division  line.  This  will  be  done  at  day- 
light to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wtno,  Army  of  Georoia, 

No.  5.  ( Sava7inah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865. 

Capt.  Robert  P.  Dechert,  Twenty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  announced  on  the  staff*  of  the  major-general  commanding  as 
acting  assistant  adjutant- general.  He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865, 

The  following  movements  are  ordered  and  will  take  place  at  the 
earliest  moment  practicable:  The  Fourteenth  Corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J. 
C.  Davis  commanding,  will  move  via  Springfield,  cross  the  river  at  or 
near  Sister’s  Ferry,  and  concentrate  at  that  point.  The  Twentieth 
Corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams  commanding,  will  cross  the  river 
at  Savannah  and  concentrate  at  Purysburg.  The  corps  will  be  pre- 
pared to  move  from  the  above  points  with  five  days’  forage  and  provis- 
ions, and  ammunition  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  wagons,  in  about  the 
same  proportion  as  when  the  army  left  Atlanta.  To  accomplish  this, 
each  corps  commander  will  leave  at  Savannah  a competent  officer  of 
the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments  to  forward  the  sup- 
plies by  river  to  the  above  points  of  concentration,  and  they  will  see 
that  supplies  are  promptly  forwarded  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  command  while  there,  and  at  the  same  time  enable 
them  to  start  with  a full  supply  of  both  rations  and  forage.  All  sur- 
plus baggage,  servants,  and  non-combatants,  and  all  tents,  save  one 
for  headquarters  of  brigades  and  superior  commands,  will  be  left 
behind,  with  orders  for  the  necessary  baggage,  office  papers,  and  furni- 
ture to  follow  by  water. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

H.  C.  RODGEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div., 

V Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865. 

I.  In  pursuance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  10,  extract,  paragraph  I, 
dated  headquarters  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  January 
17, 1865,  I hereby  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

GEO.  P.  BUELL, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  6.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  [19],  1865. 

This  division  will  move  promptly  at  7 a.  m.,  January  20, 1865,  in  the 
following  order  of  march:  First  Brigade,  battery,  division  headquar- 
ters wagons.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Brigade,  ambulances,  ordnance 
and  general  supply  train,  rear  guard;  regimental  and  brigade  head- 
quarters wagons  and  pack  animals  in  rear  of  their  respective  brigades 
in  the  order  of  march.  Brigades  will  alternate  daily  (when  marching) 
from  right  to  left.  The  brigade  marching  in  rear  will  be  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  the  train.  From  two  to  three  regiments  must  march 
on  the  flanks  of  the  train  and  not  only  protect  it,  but  assist  wagons 
over  bad  roads.  Brigade  quartermasters  will  see  that  their  trains  are 
always  well  closed  up  while  on  the  march.  By  11  a.  m.  each  day,  when 
marching,  a staft'  officer  from  each  brigade,  a sergeant  from  the  bat- 
tery, and  a lieutenant  from  the  general  supply  train  will  report  at  the 
head  ot  the  column  to  Captain  Wiseman,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
as  a camping  party.  Brigade  commanders  will  see  that  the  pioneer 
parties  in  their  commands  are  properly  organized  in  charge  of  a sub- 
altern or  good,  efficient  sergeant.  The  party  will  be  provided  with 
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tools  sufficient  to  repair  bad  roads  or  bridges  and  march  on  the  right 
of  their  respective  brigades.  No  foraging  parties  will  be  sent  out  till 
ordered  from  division  or  corps  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan: 

T.  WISEMAN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Cheves’’  House,  8.  C.,  January  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  The  rain  of  to-day  has  made  the  roads  so  bad  that  I 
respectfully  request  that  Geary’s  division  and  the  headquarters  supply 
trains  of  this  corps  may  be  permitted  to  march  with  General  Davis’ 
column.  All  of  the  roads  on  this  side  of  the  river,  including  the  cause- 
way, are  almost  impassable,  and  if  the  rain  continues  Avill  be  entirely 
so.  The  most  of  the  trains  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  are  still  behind  here 
in  the  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Gartswayh  Plantation,  January  19,  1865. 

Capt.  F.  K.  Buttrick, 

First  Division: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I moved  the  division  for- 
ward yesterday  to  a point  four  miles  from  Hardeeville  and  seven  miles 
from  Purysburg.  On  last  evening  I ordered  the  brigade  commanders 
to  issue  to  their  regiments  three  days’  rations  from  this  morning  and 
directed  that  all  the  wagons  thus  emptied  bo  sent  back  to  Screven’s 
Ferry  for  additional  supplies.  Having  learned  that  the  road  was  bad 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  ferry,  I ordered  a detail  of  150  men  from  the 
Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers  to  repair  it.  I have  sent  to  this  detail 
the  intrenching  tools  necessary  for  doing  the  work  and  have  directed 
that  Captain  Livezey,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  division,  furnish  the 
detail  with  rations.  Uiion  consultation  with  Major  Francis  this  morn- 
ing I have  concluded  to  move  the  division  forward  to  Purysburg  in 
order  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  troops  (coming  up  in  the  rear. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  KOBINSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Special  I Headquarters  .Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  v Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  19,  1865. 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  by  to-morrow  morning. 
The  hour  will  be  designated  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  that  the  road 
is  clear  of  other  troops. 

* # * * # # 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOKBFS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

Purysburg^  8.  0.,  January  19,  1865. 

Captain  Speed, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Div.,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  information 
of  the  general  commanding : 

Early  this  morning  a party  of  eighteen  mounted  men  under  charge 
of  Captains  Easton  and  Kellam,  of  my  staff,  started  out  to  examine  the 
Graham ville  road;  they  returned  this  evening  and  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing information:  Meeting  with  no  resistance  they  moved  out  as  far 
as  Grahamville,  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  from  this  place.  There  are  no 
troops  stationed  there,  though  Colonel  Bennett  with  a detachment  from 
General  Hatclfs  command  was  there  temporarily  and  returned  to  Gen- 
eral Hatch’s  headquarters  at  Dubois  Neck,  eight  miles  from  Graham- 
ville, while  my  scouting  party  was  there.  As  appeared  by  my  report  of 
last  evening,  there  is  a low  place  a quarter  of  a mile  in  length,  about 
five  miles  from  this  place,  which  will  need  to  be  corduroyed  before  the 
trains  can  pass.  There  are  also  two  or  three  small  bridges  torn  away 
still  farther  on,  but  which  the  pioneer  corps  can  easily  replace.  About 
a mile  this  side  of  Ferebeeville,  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Graham- 
ville road,  there  is  nearly  a mile  of  road  entirely  impassable  for  trains 
in  its  present  condition,  and  will  require  much  thorough  work  to  make 
serviceable.  The  steamer  General  Lee,  with  100,000  rations  for  the 
corps,  convoyed  by  gun-boat  Pontiac,  arrived  this  evening. 

I am,  captain,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANE.  DUSTIN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  January  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Comma7iding  Department  of  the  South  : 

General  : At  my  suggestion  your  command  has  been  re-enforced  by 
the  troops  serving  in  North  Carolina  and  a division  under  command  of 
Major-General  Grover.  I have  also  turned  over  to  you  the  city  of 
Savannah  and  forts  dependent,  and  beg  now  to  indicate  in  general 
terms  the  course  which  I propose  to  pursue,  and  your  share  of  the 
undertaking.  I propose  to  march,  as  soon  as  my  wagons  are  loaded 
with  forage  and  provisions,  to  the  railroad  leading  from  Augusta  to 
Charleston,  striking  it  to  the  west  of  Branchville,  breaking  up  that 
road  effectually.  I will  then  move  in  compact  order  and  occupy  that 
space  of  country  lying  in  the  triangle  formed  by  Kinston,  Columbia, 
and  Camden.  There  I propose  to  devote  some  attention  to  Columbia 
and  the  railroads  in  that  neighborhood.  If  I find  sufficient  forage  and 
subsistence  lor  my  army  and  meet  with  no  reverse,  I may  move  with 
rapidity  to  Florence,  S.  C.,  in  hopes  to  rescue  some  10,000  prisoners 
confined  there.  At  all  events,  breaking  up  the  road  there,  I will  move 
direct  for  Smithland  [Smith ville],  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  or 
to  New  Berne,  N.  (h,  according  to  the  condition  of  my  army  at  the  time. 
When  you  hear  of  our  being  in  motion  about  Coosawhatchie,  toward 
Barnwell,  I want  a diversion  created  at  Bull’s  Bay,  against  the  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Georgetown  road,  about  the  Twenty-four  Mile  Post,  to 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


97 


create  the  impression  that  my  purpose  is  to  swing  down  against 
Gharlestou  by  the  peninsula  between  the  Ashley  and  Cooper.  I think 
1,000  men,  with  the  co  operation  of  the  navy,  will  be  sufficient  to 
accomplish  that  end.  At  the  same  time,  the  command  at  iVIorris  Island 
should  feel  the  forces  on  James  Island,  either  to  detect  the  diminution 
of  the  enemy’s  forces  there,  or  to  compel  the  enemy  to  keep  as  many 
troops  there  as  possible. 

I regard  any  attempt  to  enter  Charleston  Harbor  by  its  direct  chan- 
nel or  to  carry  it  by  storm  or  James  Island  as  too  hazardous  to  warrant 
the  attempt.  Therefore,  any  demonstrations  in  that  quarter  should  be 
merely  diversions,  or  to  take  advantage  of  anything  they  may  neglect 
by  l easorr  of  my  appearance  in  their  rear.  After  1 have  passed  the 
Santee  similar  diversions  should  be  made  about  Georgetown,  and  if 
the  opportunity  presents  itself  the  fort  there  might  be  carried  and  dis- 
mantled; and  I would  like  to  have  a good  lookout  kept  by  the  navy 
for  any  boat  or  message  I might  send  down  the  Santee  or  Pedee  with  a 
cipher  dispatch.  I have  already  furnished  Admiral  Dahlgren  with  the 
key,  which  is  the  same  used  by  our  telegraphic  operators,  a copy  of 
which  you  had  better  procure  at  once  from  Washington  through  the 
War  Department.  In  whatever  you  may  do  to  aid  me  along  the  coast 
by  diversions,  I must  leave  you  in  a great  measure  to  be  guided  by 
such  information  as  reaches  you  from  sources  controlled  by  the  enemy, 
of  which  you  must  be  duly  suspicious.  But  bearing  in  mind  the  fore- 
going, and  knowing  the  strength  and  temper  of  my  army,  you  can 
arrive  at  a pretty  fair  conclusion.  I take  it  for  granted  that  Fort  Fisher 
and  Macon,  on  the  ll^^orth  Carolina  coast,  will  be  held  secure;  and  it 
would  be  well  that  you  [give]  to  each  commanding  officer  from  time  to 
time  such  instructions  as  will  make  them  co- operate  with  the  general 
movement  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  I attach  great  importance  to 
the  point  at  New  Berne,  and  think  you  had  better  send  to  that  point  an 
inspector- general. 

Notify  the  commanding  officer  of  the  importance  of  the  position,  and 
if  need  be  re-enforce  him.  Notify  him  further  that  the  railroad  from 
Morehead  City  to  New  Berne  must  be  looked  to  with  great  care.  I pro- 
pose to  send  to  New  Berne  an  officer  in  whom  I have  great  confidence. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  to  examine  the  railroad,  to  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  rolling-stock,  and  to  convey  there  by  the  time  I can  arrive  increased 
railroad  stock  and  iron,  with  the  necessary  operatives  to  extend  the 
road  to  Kinston  and  Goldsborough.  But,  as  a matter  of  course,  these 
preliminary  preparations  should  be  made  so  as  to  attract  as  little 
attention  as  possible.  In  this  connection  I would  caution  you  and 
beg  you  to  caution  others  against  the  mischievous  newspaper  men, 
who  would  sacrifice  the  whole  army  for  a little  personal  notoriety.  If 
any  of  them  are  about  and  likely  to  divulge  so  important  a secret 
don’t  risk  them,  but  imprison  them  till  the  time  is  past.  At  this 
moment  we  have  learned  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  which  may  mod- 
ify matters  somewhat,  but  the  general  principles  above  indicated  will 
be  still  applicable  and  sufficient  for  your  guidance.  I would  like  to 
have  you  confer  frequently  with  Admirals  Dahlgren  and  Porter,  apprise 
them  of  all  movements,  and  call  upon  them  for  any  assistance  in  the 
way  of  gun-boats,  &c. 

1 am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SriEEMAN, 

Major-  Ge7ieral,  Commanding, 
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General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 

> ' Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  3.  ) Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  20,  1865. 

Ool.  James  Wilsou,  Thirteenth  Regiment  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers, 
is  announced  as  provost-marshal-general  of  this  department  and  army. 
He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  20,  1865. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  The  dikes  along  the  Union  Causeway  turnpike  have  been 
broken  during  the  late  storm,  and  the  road  is  several  feet  under  water 
and  totally  impassable  for  wagons  or  troops.  The  movement  will  there- 
fore be  delayed  until  other  arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  this 
column  can  be  made.  General  Logan  is  now  absent  from  the  city,  seek- 
ing some  other  route.  Unless  the  road  indicated  in  your  order  for  the 
movement  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  of  this  corps  can  be  made 
passable  for  wagons,  or  some  other  route  to  Pocotaligo  be  discovered, 
the  rest  of  the  corps,  with  its  transportation,  will  have  to  be  shipped 
by  sea  to  Beaufort. 

General  Logan  has  put  himself  in  communication  with  General  Sher- 
man, and  is  now  acting  in  pursuance  of  instructions  received  from  him. 

These  headquarters  will  remain  in  Savannah  for  several  days,  until 
arrangements  are  completed  for  the  movement  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions. 

Major  Houghtaling,  who  carries  this  dispatch,  will  be  able  to  give 
the  general  commanding  all  additional  information  he  may  desire. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — I will  try  and  keep  the  general  posted  as  to  our  movements. 

M.  W., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular,  ) Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  ) Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  20,  1865. 

Commanding  officers  are  directed  to  make  all  necessary  preparations 
for  an  immediate  campaign.  The  division  will  remain  at  or  near  its 
present  position  till  the  army  moves,  which  will  not  be  for  several 
days.  The  same  allowance  of  transportation  as  on  the  last  campaign, 
viz,  1 wagon  per  regiment,  2 per  brigade,  and  3 per  division,  will 
probably  be  given.  No  negro  women  or  children  will  be  permitted  to 
leave  this  point  with  the  troops.  Commanders  will  see  that  on  leaving 
here  each  of  their  enlisted  men  carry  one  shelter-tent.  While  lying  at 
this  point,  the  weather  permitting,  each  regiment  will  be  exercised  in 
the  drill  of  battalion  from  9.20  to  11  a.  m.  each  day,  and  in  evolutions 
of  the  line  from  2.30  to  4 p.  m.  each  day. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Focotaligo^  8.  0.,  January  20^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commayiding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  I have  addressed  an  official  note  to  Captain  Taggart 
requesting  that  my  negro  pioneers,  under  Captain  Davis  and  Lieutenant 
Dixon,  he  relieved  from  duty  at  Beaufort  and  ordered  to  join  this  com- 
mand. I have  fatigue  duty  enough  to  occupy  them  here  in  making 
roads,  wharves,  &c.,  in  which  I am  now  compelled  to  employ  my  troops. 
But  I wish  to  say  candidly  to  you  that  I have  other  very  strong  motives 
to  desire  to  get  these  men  out  of  the  hands  of  the  recruiting  agents  of 
the  different  States,  who  are  tampering  with  the  men  and  officers,  offer- 
ing them  bribes  to  enlist  for  particular  States.  The  result,  if  this 
should  succeed,  would  be  to  deprive  me  and  my  corps  of  a good  body 
of  pioneers  and  encumber  the  Government  with  another  regiment  of 
idle  negroes  to  lay  around  in  barracks.  It  would  also  be  credited  to 
the  quota  of  some  Northern  State,  and  we  should  lose  a regiment  of 
white  soldiers  whose  place  it  would  take.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
General  Littlefield  or  anybody  else  should  muster  them  into  the  service 
and  give  credit  to  this  or  that  State.  The  men  can  continue  to  perform 
the  services  for  which  they  were  recruited  until  authority  comes  from 
Washington  to  muster  them  into  service  without  losing  by  the  opera- 
tion 1,000  good  white  soldiers  and  without  any  bounty  or  pay  except 
that  which  will  properly  come  to  them  on  the  contract  under  which 
they  have  already  engaged  to  serve.  A large  number  have  already 
been  inveigled  and  seduced  away  by  promises  and  bounties  held  out  to 
them,  and  I desire  to  relieve  myself  and  officers  of  all  further  contact 
with  those  people. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army -Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  (7.,  January  20^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  General  Mower  has  moved  out  this  morning  with  the 
intention  of  crossing  the  Salkehatchie  River,  about  three  miles  above 
the  bridge,  and  coming  down  behind  the  enemy  if  possible. 

Tlie  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  a regiment  out 
on  the  road  to  tlie  bridge  at  once,  with  instructions  not  to  expose  them- 
selves too  much  to  the  enemy’s  fire,  but  to  make  a demonstration  to 
attract  their  attention.  Send  your  mounted  infantry  with  the  regi- 
ment, and  let  them  bring  back  reports  of  any  movements  of  the  enemy 
or  anything  of  importance  that  the  commanding  officer  may  learn  from 
time  to  time.  Let  the  regiment  remain  out  during  the  day  or  until 
something  definite  is  heard  from  General  Mower. 

V^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

PoGotaligOy  S.  0.,  January  20^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  may  withdraw  the  regiment  sent  to  Salkehatchie  bridge  this 
morning,  General  Mower  having  found  it  impossible  to  cross  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  (7.,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  Wager  Swayne, 

Forty-third  Ohio  Volunteers  : 

Colonel  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you, 
in  forwarding  the  inclosed  order  for  the  destruction  of  the  railroad, 
that  he  wishes  it  done  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  every  tie  burned  and 
every  rail  warped  and  bent.  It  is  five  miles  to  the  river,  but  I hardly 
suppose  you  can  quite  reach  the  river  on  account  of  the  enemy.  You 
will  continue  your  work  from  day  to  day  until  finished. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Biv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  January  20,  1865, 

Captain  Ware, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I have  just  returned  from  the  front  with  my  command.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hibbets  reports  that  his  regiment  was  attacked  by  about 
300  cavalry.  Colonel  Colcock,  Third  South  Carolina.  Three  rebels 
are  known  to  be  killed  and  probably  more.  The  Thirty-second  Ohio 
Infantry  lost  I lieutenant  captured,  and  1 man  slightly  wounded. 
Major-General  Mower  is  still  out,  but  will  return  to-night.  He  could 
not  eflect  a crossing  of  the  river  on  account  of  the  rain  raising  the 
stream.  The  First  Bivision  met  no  enemy.  The  ambulances  and 
ammunition  returned  with  me. 

I am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  POTTS, 

Brigadier- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

8avannah,  Ga.,  January  20,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Bavis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
you  had  better  arrest  the  movement  of  your  corps  for  the  present  until 
the  storm  subsides.  He  will  send  you  further  orders  should  he  desire 
you  to  resume  the  march. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

liOBT.  P.  BECHEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

On  the  Causeivay^  Three  Miles  from  Screven^s  Ferry ^ 

January  20^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing^  Army  of  Georgia: 

General  : The  whole  country  on  this  side  of  the  river  is  entirely 
submerged  by  the  freshet  in  the  river.  I attempted  to  get  back  to  my 
headquarters  trains,  but  found  it  impossible.  The  water  has  broken 
away  the  dikes  and  washed  away  the  corduroy.  It  is  utterly  imi)os- 
sible  for  the  trains  now  on  the  island  to  come  through  this  way.  The 
causeway  is  not  as  yet  flooded,  but  from  this  point  to  the  river  is  worn 
out,  and  impassable  even  for  empty  wagons.  I shall  put  on  men  and 
pull  through  the  wagons  between  here  and  the  ferry  (thirty-eight 
wagons),  but  the  supplies  now  at  the  ferry  1 shall  be  obliged  to  leave 
there  to  be  taken  from  there  by  boat.  The  water  is  rising  rapidly,  and 
the  negroes  here  say  that  the  causeway  also  will  be  flooded.  I shall  go 
on  at  once  to  Purysburg  and  make  headquarters  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Ma/jor-Generalj  CommoMding. 


Washington,  H.  0.,  January  21,  1865. 

(iieceived  29th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comma7iding  Military  Divisio^i  of  the  Mississippi  : 

Your  letters  brought  by  General  Barnard  were  receivedat  City  Point 
and  read  with  interest.  Yot  having  them  with  me,  however,  I cannot 
say  that  in  this  I will  be  able  to  satisfy  you  on  all  points  of  recommen- 
dation. As  I arrived  here  at  1 p.  m.  and  must  leave  at  C j).  m.,  having 
in  the  meantime  spent  over  three  hours  with  the  Secretary  and  General 
Halleck,  I must  be  brief.  Before  your  last  request  to  have  Thomas 
make  a campaign  into  the  heart  of  Alabama,  I had  ordered  Schofield  to 
Annapolis,  Md.,  with  his  corjis.  The  advance,  6,000,  will  reach  sea- 
board by  the  23d,  the  remainder  following  as  rapidly  as  railroad  trans- 
portation can  be  procured  from  Cincinnati.  The  corps  numbers  over 
21,000  men.  I was  induced  to  do  this  because  I did  not  believe  Thomas 
could  possibly  be  got  ofl'  before  spring.  His  pursuit  of  Hood  indicated 
a sluggishness  that  satisfied  me  that  he  would  never  do  to  conduct  one 
of  your  campaigns.  The  command  of  the  advance  of  the  pursuit  was 
left  to  the  subordinates,  whilst  Thomas  followed  far  behind.  When 
Hood  had  crossed  the  Tennessee,  and  those  in  pursuit  had  reached  it, 
Tliomas  had  not  much  more  than  half  crossed  the  State,  from  whence 
he  returned  to  Nashville  to  take  steamer  for  Eastport.  He  is  i)ossessed 
of  excellent  judgment,  great  coolness,  and  honesty,  but  he  is  not  good 
on  a pursuit.  He  also  reported  his  troops  fagged,  and  tbatit  was  neces- 
sary to  equip  up. 

This  report  and  a determination  to  give  the  enemy  no  rest  deter- 
mined me  to  use  his  surplus  troops  elsewhere.  Thomas  is  still  left  with 
sufficient  force,  surxflus,  to  go  to  Selma  under  an  energetic  leader.  He 
has  been  telegraphed  to  to  know  whether  he  could  go,  and,  if  so,  by  which 
of  the  several  routes  he  would  select.  No  reply  is  yet  received.  Canby 
has  been  ordered  to  act  offensively  from  the  sea  coast  to  the  interior 
toward  Montgomery  and  Selma.  Thomas’  forces  will  move  from  the 
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nortli  at  an  early  day,  or  some  of  his  troops  will  be  sent  to  Oanby. 
Without  further  re- enforcement  Canby  will  have  a moving  column  of 

20.000  men.  Fort  Fisher,  you  are  aware,  has  been  captured.  We 
have  a force  there  of  8,000  effective.  At  New  Berne  about  half  that 
number.  It  is  rumored  through  deserters  that  Wilmington  also  has 
fallen.  I am  inclined  to  believe  the  rumor,  because  on  the  17th  we  knew 
the  enemy  were  blowing  up  their  works  about  Fort  Caswell,  and  that  on 
the  18th  Terry  moved  on  Wilmington.  If  Wilmington  is  captured 
Schofield  will  go  there.  If  not,  he  will  be  sent  to  New  Berne.  In 
either  event  all  the  surplus  force  at  the  two  points  will  move  to  the 
interior  toward  Goldsborough  in  co-operation  with  your  movement. 
From  either  point  railroad  communication  can  be  run  out,  there  being 
here  abundance  of  rolling-stock  suited  to  the  gauge  of  those  roads. 

There  have  been  about  16,000  men  sent  from  Lee’s  army  south.  Of 
these  you  will  have  against  you,  if  Wilmington  is  not  held  by  the 
enemy,  about  14,000,  casualties  at  Fort  Fisher  having  overtaken  about 
2,000.  All  these  troops  are  subject  to  your  orders  as  you  come  in  com- 
munication with  them.  They  will  be  so  instructed.  From  about  Bich- 
mond  I will  watch  Lee  closely,  and  if  he  detaches  much  more  or  attempts 
to  evacuate,  will  pitch  in.  In  the  meantime  should  you  be  brought  to 
a halt  anywhere,  I can  send  two  corps  of  30,000  effective  men  to  your 
support  from  the  troops  about  Kichmond. 

To  resume : Canby  is  ordered  to  operate  to  the  interior  from  the  gulf. 
A.  J.  Smith  may  go  from  the  north,  but  I think  it  doubtful.  A force  of 

28.000  or  30,000  men  will  co-operate  with  you  from  New  Berne  or  Wil- 
mington, or  both.  You  can  call  for  re-enforcements.  This  will  be 
handed  to  you  by  Captain  Hudson  of  my  staff,  who  will  return  with 
any  message  you  may  have  for  me.  If  there  is  anything  I can  do  for 
you  in  the  way  of  having  sux)plies  on  shipboard  at  any  point  on  the  sea 
coast  ready  for  you  let  me  know  it. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  8avan7iahj  January  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Pointj  Ya.: 

General  : In  fulfillment  of  my  projet*  General  Howard  moved  the 
Seventeenth  Corps,  General  Blair,  from  Thunderbolt  to  Beaufort,  S. 
C.,  and  on  the  14th  by  a rapid  movement  secured  the  Port  Boyal 
Ferry  and  moved  against  Pocotaligo,  which  he  gained  on  the  15th,  the 
day  appointed.  By  that  course  he  secured  the  use  of  the  ground  in 
South  Carolina  up  to  the  Salkehatchie  (Saltkatcher),  and  General 
Slocum  was  ordered  in  like  manner  to  get  his  wing  uj)  about  Boberts- 
ville  by  the  way  of  the  Savannah  liiver  and  the  Union  Causeway.  The 
transfer  of  men,  animals,  and  wagons  by  steamer  is  a very  slow  process, 
and  on  the  19th  General  Slocum  had  only  two  divisions  of  the  Twen- 
tieth at  Purysburg  and  Hardeeville  with  open  communications  with 
Howard.  John  E.  Smith  crossed  by  the  Union  Causeway,  on  which 
Slocum  had  put  ten  days’  hard  work,  but  the  hard  rains  had  raised  the 
Savannah  Biver  so  that  the  whole  country  was  under  water,  and  the 
corduroy  road  on  the  Union  Causeway  was  carried  away,  cutting  off’  one 


See  Shermftii  to  Grant,  January  2,  p.  7. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


103 


brigade  of  John  E.  Smith,  one  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  (Corse’s), 
and  all  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Davis.  All  were  ordered  to 
move  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Savannah  to  cross  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  but 
the  rains  have  so  flooded  the  country  that  we  have  been  brought  to  a 
standstill ; but  I will  persevere  and  get  the  army  as  soon  as  possible 
up  to  the  line  from  Sister’s  Ferry  to  Pocotaligo,  where  we  will  have  terra 
firma  to  work  on.  Our  supplies  have  come  daily,  that  is,  we  have  never 
had  four  days’  forage  ahead,  but  I will  depend  on  enough  coming  to  get 
me  out  to  the  neighborhood  of  Barnwell,  where  we  will  find  some. 

General  Grover’s  division  now  occupies  Savannah,  which  1 had 
refortified,  and  I have  turned  over  everything  to  General  Foster,  so  that 
nothing  now  hinders  me  but  water.  I rather  think  the  heavy  rains  in 
January  will  give  us  good  weather  in  February  and  March.  You 
cannot  do  much  in  Virginia  till  April  or  May,  and  when  I am  at 
Goldsborough  and  move  against  Baleigh,  Lee  will  be  forced  to  divide 
his  command  or  give  ui)  Kichmond. 

I am  rejoiced  that  Terry  took  Fisher,  because  it  silences  Butler,  who 
was  to  you  a dangerous  man.  His  address*  to  his  troops  on  being 
relieved  was  a direct,  mean,  and  malicious  attack  on  you,  and  I amired 
the  patience  and  skill  by  which  you  relieved  yourself  and  the  country 
of  him.  If  you  want  some  new  and  fresh  men,  able  to  handle  large 
armies,  I will  offer  you  Charles  E.  Woods,  Hazen,  and  Mower,  all  good 
and  capable  officers  for  an  army  of  any  size.  Of  course,  I i)refer  to 
have  them  myself,  but  would  give  them  up  if  you  can  do  better  by 
them. 

As  soon  as  possible,  if  I were  in  your  plaCe,  I would  break  up  the 
Department  of  the  James,  make  the  Eichmoiid  army  one  5 then  when 
I get  to  Goldsborough  you  will  have  a force  to  watch  Lee,  and  I can 
be  directed  to  gradually  close  in,  cutting  all  communications.  In  the 
meantime  Thomas’  army  should  not  be  reduced  too  much,  but  he 
should  hold  Chattanooga,  Decatur,  and  Eastport,  collect  supplies,  and 
in  all  February  and  March  move  on  Tuscaloosa,  Selma,  Montgomery, 
and  back  to  Eome,  Ga.,  when  he  could  be  met  from  Chattanooga. 

I take  it  for  granted  that  Beauregard  will  bring,  as  fast  as  he  can, 
such  part  of  Hood’s  army  as  can  be  moved  over  to  Augusta  to  hit  me 
ill  flank  as  I swing  round  Charleston.  To  cover  the  withdrawal  Forrest 
will  be  left  in  Mississippi  and  West  Tennessee,  to  divert  attention  by 
threatening  the  boats  on  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Eivers.  This 
should  be  disregarded  and  Thomas  should  break  through  the  shell, 
expose  the  trick,  and  prevent  the  planting  of  corn  this  spring  in  Middle 
Alabama.  The  people  of  Georgia,  like  those  of  Mississippi,  are  worn 
out  with  care,  but  they  are  so  afraid  of  their  own  leaders  that  they  fear 
to  organize  for  jiositive  resistance.  Their  motives  of  “honor  ” and  “fair 
play”  are,  that  by  abandoning  the  cause  now  they  would  be  construed 
as  “mean”  for  leaving  their  commands  in  the  scrape.  I have  met  the 
overtures  of  the  people  frankly,  and  given  them  the  best  advice  I knew 
how. 

I inclose  copies  of  orders  issued  for  the  guidance  of  General  Foster 
and  other  officers  on  this  coast.t  These  orders  are  made  on  conference 
with  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I have  been  told  that  Congress  meditates  a bill  to  make  another 
lieutenant-general  for  me.  I have  written  to  John  Sherman  to  stop  it, 
if  it  is  designed  for  me.  It  would  be  mischievous,  for  there  are  enough 

^ Sec  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  II,  p.  70. 

+ See  Special  Field  Orders,  Nos.  13,  15,  18  and  19,  pp.  52,  60,  81,  90. 
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rascals  who  would  try  to  sow  differences  between  ns,  whereas  you  and 
I now  are  in  perfect  understanding.  I would  rather  have  you  in  com- 
mand than  anybody  else,  for  you  are  fair,  honest,  and  have  at  heart 
the  same  purpose  that  should  animate  all.  I should  emphatically 
decline  any  commission  calculated  to  bring  us  into  rivalry,  and  I ask 
you  to  advise  all  your  friends  in  Congress  to  this  effect,  especially  Mr. 
Washburne.  I doubt  if  men  in  Congress  fully  realize  that  you  and  I 
are  honest  in  our  professions  of  want  of  ambition.  I know  I feel  none, 
and  to-day  will  gladly  surrender  my  position  and  influence  to  any  other 
who  is  better  able  to  wield  the  power.  The  flurry  attending  my  recent 
success  will  soon  blow  over,  and  give  place  to  new  developments. 

I inclose  a letter  of  general  instructions  to  General  Thomas,*  which  I 
beg  you  to  revise  and  indorse  or  modify. 

I am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAIT, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

hi  the  Field,  Savannah.,  January  21^  1865.  ' 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Wihnington : 

Dear  Admiral  : I wrote  you  yesterday  by  Captain  Ammen,  and  have 
this  moment  received  a package,  giving  me  very  full  reports  from  Gen- 
eral Palmer  of  matters  in  Korth  Carolina,  which  I am  very  glad  to  have 
received. 

The  weather  has  been  villainous,  and  all  the  country  is  under  water, 
and  retards  me  much.  It  may  be  some  days  yet  before  I can  cast  off', 
as  the  roads  are  under  water,  and  my  men  are  not  exactly  amphibious 
yet,  nor  the  mules  either.  1 shall  spare  no  efforts  to  be  off’,  and  the 
foul  weather  of  January  may  be  a guarantee  for  better  in  February 
and  March.  In  the  present  attitude  of  things  I would  not  deem  it  wise 
to  push  your  gun-boats  up  to  Wilmington,  unless  it  could  be  done 
quick,  for  they  will  surelj^  remove  everything  of  value.  You  already 
have  all  that  is  of  any  value  to  you.  As  to  the  town,  the  land  forces 
should  watch  it  close,  and  slip  in  when  it  is  discovered  that  I am 
approaching.  I have  been  much  embarrassed  by  the  want  of  shoal- 
water  craft,  five  or  six  feet  draft,  and  would  ask  to  borrow  some  of  you, 
but  suppose  all  of  yours  are  deep-sea  craft,  but  if  you  have  any  short 
and  shallow  boats  to  spare  for  a few  days  it  would  help  me  much,  both 
in  Broad  Eiver  and  the  Savannah.  The  deep  boats  get  aground  all 
the  time,  and  the  long  ones  cannot  make  the  bends.  You  know,  of 
course,  that  I am  going  to  load  up  finally  at  Pocotaligo  and  Sister’s 
Ferry,  on  the  Savannah.  I have  turned  over  everything  to  General 
Foster  and  General  Grover,  the  latter  commands  the  city  and  former  the 
department,  made  to  extend  up  the  coast  to  the  Chesapeake.  It  Avouhl 
be  well  if  the  Navy  Department  would  unite  yours  and  Dahlgren’s 
jurisdiction,  or  shoA^e  the  line  of  demarkation. 

The  admiral  here  is  A^ery  kind,  indeet],  and  does  for  me  eAmrything 
possible. 

The  best  part  of  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher  was  the  killing  of  Butler. 
He  has  no  blood  on  his  skirts,  and,  judging  from  the  past,  it  Avill  be 
long  before  his  blood  stains  anything.  His  solicitude  for  the  blood  of 

*See  A'ol.  XLV,  Part  II,  p.  621. 
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his  men  is  moonshine,  and  liis  whole  bombastic  order  was  designed 
as  a ding  at  Grant.  The  latter  has  quietly  and  completely  laid  him 
low  forever.  Even  the  nigger  cannot  resurrect  him.  I may  write  you 
again  from  camp  about  Ooosawhatchie,  but  I now  consider  myself 
afloat. 

With  sincere  respect,  as  ever,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal-General, 

Beaufort.,  January  21,  1865. 

Statement  of  two  negroes  who  escaped  from  Charleston  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th  of  January,  1865. 

Alfred,  belonging  to  Dr.  Francis  Willis,  of  Savannah,  and  Tom, 
belonging  to  George  H.  Waring,  of  Savannah,  were  employed  on  the 
telegraph  lines  in  and  about  Charleston,  the  former  in  the  office  of 
Willie  Willis,  telegraph  operator  at  Charleston.  They  escaped  from 
Charleston  before  daylight  on  the  19th,  and  state  that  General  Hardee 
is  in  command  of  Charleston,  General  Johnston  in  command  of  the 
district.  There  is  one  division  (General  Wright’s)  in  and  about  Charles- 
ton, two  brigades  being  inside  the  works  at  Charleston,  one  brigade  at 
Adams’  Run,  about  twenty-seven  miles  from  Charleston,  between  here 
and  there,  and  one  brigade  at  John’s  Island.  There  are  two  brigades 
one  mile  and  a half  beyond  the  ferry  across  the  Combahee  River  and 
a masked  battery  of  field  artillery  on  the  left  of  the  road  three-fourths 
of  a mile  beyond  the  ferry.  At  Rantowles  the  road  forks,  one  road 
leading  to  John’s  Island.  It  is  ten  miles  by  the  dirt  road  and  twelve 
miles  by  the  railroad  from  Rantowles  to  Charleston.  There  are  two 
small  forts  on  the  dirt  road  (the  Charleston  and  Savannah  State  road) 
two  miles  beyond  Rantowles,  near  where  two  large  factory  chimneys 
are  left  standing,  the  building  being  burned.  There  were  no  guns  in 
them  when  these  men  passed.  Toward  Charleston  from  this  place  is 
the  Five-Mile  Fort,  being  two  works,  one  on  each  side  of  the  road,  each 
mounting  about  four  guns.  The  guns  are  black  and  they  think  are  not 
field  pieces.  There  are  no  rifle-pits  near  these  forts.  They  both  cover 
the  dirt  road,  the  one  on  the  right  going  to  Charleston  also  covering 
the  railroad.  Two  miles  and  a half  from  Charleston  there  are  rifle-pits 
crossing  the  dirt  road,  extending  on  the  right  going  from  here  about 
half  a mile  to  a marsh,  and  on  the  left  about  half  a mile,  inclosing  a 
iflantation  house,  but  do  not  know  Avliere  they  terminate.  They  can  be 
seen  distinctly  for  some  distance,  being  on  high  ground. 

Beyond  this,  near  the  new  bridge,  going  into  town,  are  two  large  forts, 
having  no  guns  with  the  excei)tion  of  one  very  large  one.  The  guns 
for  the  defense  of  the  i)lace  are  all  on  the  other  side  toward  the  bay. 
The  troops  mentioned  are  all  Browne’s  Georgia  lieserves.  All  the  old 
troops  that  were  there  before  the  fall  of  Savannah  have  been  sent  to 
Branchville;  also  troops  from  Augusta  and  those  that  escaped  from 
Savannah.  There  are  about  ten  warehouses  filled  with  cotton  at 
Charleston.  The  i^eople  wish  to  get  it  away,  but  General  Hardee  says 
he  cannot  give  them  trans] Mutation.  All  the  engines  and  cars  have 
been  sent  off  excei)ting  just  enough  for  the  use  of  the  troops  on  the 
Savannah  railroad.  The  people  expect  C/harleston  to  be  evacuated. 
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Colonel  Roy,  General  Hardee’s  adjutant- general,  told  Mr.  Willis  that 
they  expected  to  have  to  evacuate  and  make  a stand  at  Branchville. 
Colonel  Roy  also  said  that  General  Lee  could  not  spare  any  troops  from 
Richmond,  as  he  had  barely  enough  to  hold  it.  Some  troops  were  sent 
down  to  Branchville  from  Richmond,  but  afterward  ordered  back. 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Col.  and  Frovost-Marshal- General,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn. 


Special  Orders,  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  33.  ) Washington,  January  21,  1865. 

* * * # # * # . 

29.  The  telegraphic  order  aated  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  January  6, 
1865,  directing  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  McCallum,  superintendent  mili- 
tary railroads,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  report  in  person  to  Major- 
General  Sherman,  at  Savannah,  or  wherever  he  might  be  found,  is  hereby 
confirmed. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  19.  3 Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  21,  1865. 

I.  The  pioneer  battalion  (colored)  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Capt.  J.  H.  Davis  commanding,  is  relieved  from  further  duty  at  this 
point  and  will  forthwith  join  the  corps  at  or  near  Pocotaligo. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  ) Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  21,  1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods,  having,  by  direction  of  the 
major-general  commanding  the  army,  reported  for  duty  in  accordance 
with  his  brevet  rank,  is  hereby  assigned  to  command  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade of  this  division.  He  will  at  once  assume  command  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutarit- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Boeotaligo,  JS.  C.,  January  21,  1865. 

Capt.  S.  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  In  accordance  with  instructions  to  make  demonstrations 
toward  the  Salkehatchie  River,  I sent  General  Mower,  with  his  entire 
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commaud,  yesterday  iiiorDing  to  endeavor  to  cross  about  three  miles 
above  the  bridge  and  get  in  rear  of  the  force  stationed  there.  He 
reached  the  river  without  difficulty,  finding  no  pickets  on  either  side. 
During  dry  weather  the  river  is  fordable,  and  in  this  way  General 
Mower  expected  to  cross,  but  the  recent  rains  had  so  swollen  the 
stream  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  get  over  without  boats.  He  was 
therefore  obliged  to  return.  In  order  to  protect  General  Mower’s  rear 
I sent  in  the  morning  to  the  forks  of  the  road,  about  six  miles  from 
here,  two  regiments  from  the  Fourth  Division.  They  took  up  a posi- 
tion covering  the  roads  as  soon  as  General  Mower  had  passed.  During 
the  morning  they  were  attacked  by  a force  of  cavalry,  supposed  to  be 
one  South  Carolina  regiment.  After  a lively  skirmish  they  repulsed 
them,  leaving  three  rebels  dead  on  the  field  and  as  many  wounded.  Our 
loss  was  1 captured  and  1 wounded.  I am  convinced  that  if  General 
Mower  had  had  the  means  of  crossing  he  would  at  least  have  captured 
their  artillery. 

Eespectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


P.  S. — General  Mower  thinks  that  he  withdrew  without  the  enemy 
being  aware  of  his  presence. 


F.  P.  B., 
Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort j S.  C.,  January  31,  1865. 

Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 

General  : I shall  be  at  Pocotaligo  myself  shortly,  and  until  I arrive 
I would  prefer  that  you  remain  there.  General  Sherman  particularly 
requested  me  not  to  reconnoiter  beyond  the  Salkehatchie,  and  I am 
glad  that  General  Mower  did  not  cross  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savamiah,  Jainiayp  21,  1865. 

General  Kilpatrick: 

Move  in  conformity  with  General  Davis’  column,  letting  him  get  one- 
day’s  start  of  you.  The  advance  of  his  column  is  about  seven  miles 
from  the  city,  stuck  fast  in  the  mud.  This  will  delay  your  moving  till 
Monday  morning  at  best. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Major  ami  Assistant  Ad j^itant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  7.  ) Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  Jamiary  21,  1865. 

The  command  and  charge  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  dependencies 
having,  by  the  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  been  assigned  to  me  as  a portion  of 
the  Department  of  the  South,  I hereby  assume  command  thereof. 
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This  district  of  the  department  will  be  designated  the  District  of 
Savannahj  and  will  embrace  the  city  of  Savannah,  with  its  forts,  lines 
of  defense  and  communication,  Fort  Pulaski,  and  the  islands  and 
country  adjacent,  to  the  extent  of  the  military  control  of  the  garrison. 

Bvt.  MaJ.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Savannah. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  8.  ) Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  21,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  Saxton,  having  been  assigned  by  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  15,  current  series,  dated,  In  the  field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Jan- 
uary 16,  1865,”  to  the  duties  of  ]wovidiiig  for  the  well  being  of  the 
negroes,  and  their  location  upon  the  plantations,  as  inspector  of  set- 
tlements and  plantations,”  is  hereby  announced  as  such,  and  will  be 
respected  accordingly. 

District  commanders  are  hereby  directed  to  afford  the  necessary  mili- 
tary protection,  in  accordance  with  the  above-named  special  field 
orders,  copies  of  which  are  furnished. 

The  limits  of  the  districts,  within  which  this  protection  is  to  be 
afforded,  are  defined  as  follows : 

The  commandant  of  the  Northern  District,  to  settlements  on  the 
islands  and  coast,  as  far  south  as  the  North  Edisto  Elver. 

The  commandant  of  the  District  of  Beaufort,  from  the  North  Edisto 
Elver  to  Broad  Eiver. 

The  conimaiKlant  of  the  District  of  Hilton  Head,  to  the  islands  lying 
between  Broad  and  the  Savannah  Elvers. 

The  commandant  of  the  District  of  Savannah,  to  the  islands  between 
the  Savannah  Eiver  and  Saint  Mary’s  Sound. 

The  commandant  of  the  District  of  Florida,  to  the  settlements  from 
Saint  Mary’s  Sound,  southward  to  Jupiter  Inlet,  including  those  upon 
the  Saint  John’s  Eiver. 

The  points  at  which  the  negro  settlers  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
supplying  their  necessary  wants  and  selling  the  products  of  their  lands 
and  labor,  as  prescribed  in  the  above-mentioned  special  field  orders,  will 
be  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  Fernandina,  Fla.,  and  such  other  points  as  may 
hereafter  be  designated. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  will  relieve  Brigadier-General  Saxton  of  the 
military  command  of  the  District  of  Beaufort,  which  is  hereby  enlarged 
to  include  the  intrenched  camp  near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BHEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  21,  1865. 
CoMDG.  Officer  Detach.  32d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.  : 

Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  rejoin  your 
regiment  immediately  with  your  command  and  with  the  camp  equip- 
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age  of  tlie  regiment.  General  Saxton  will  send  a steamer  to  Seabrook 
for  your  command.  Yon  will  hold  your  men  in  readiness  to  embark 
with  rations,  &c.,  and  see  that  you  are  immediately  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  the  steamer. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOEYDIKE  1).  HODGES, 

Capt.j  Thirty-fifth  U.  N.  Colored  Troops^  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  6'.,  January  21^  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Comdg.  Northern  Hist.,  Hept.  of  the  South,  3fo7'ris  Island,  S.  C. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
reports  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant,  giving  information  in  regard  to 
the  enemy’s  force,  operations,  and  garrisons,  and  of  the  operations  in 
your  own  district.  I am  directed  by  the  ma  jor-general  commanding  to 
state  that  all  such  information  is  very  valuable  to  him,  and  he  requests 
that  you  will  keep  him  fully  posted  from  time  to  time  on  all  such 
information.  Active  operations  will  soon  take  place  in  your  district. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

January  21,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 

General:  The  general  commanding  has  granted  your  request. 
The  detachment  of  the  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  with  camp 
equipage,  has  been  ordered  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  embark  on  the 
steamer  at  Seabrook  and  rejoin  its  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOEOTHKE  D.  HODGES, 

Capt.,  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headc^uarters  Departmen'p  of  the  South, 

Hilto7i  Head,  S.  C.,  January  21,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division,  Deveaux-s  Neele : 

General:  I have  the  orders  of  General  Sherman  to  establish  an 
intrenched  camp  at  or  near  Eocotaligo,  to  cover  the  roads  to  Port 
Eoyal  Ferry  and  also  to  the  head  of  Broad  Eiver.  This  camp  is  to  be 
a position  where  there  can  be  room  for  5,000  men  to  maneuver  and 
fight,  but  capable  of  being  held  by  fi  om  500  to  1,000  men  in  a citadel 
or  small  field  work.  It  is  also  to  be  such  a position  as  to  enable  troops 
to  debouch  from  it  in  various  directions  for  operations  in  the  country 
when  desirable.  It  strikes  me  that  the  fort  at  Pocotaligo  is  .just  the 
position  desired,  and  that  its  present  condition  gives  us  the  advantage 
of  having  a work  constructed  to  our  hands.  I have  sent  Captain 
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Suter  to  consult  with  you  about  this,  and  to  carefully  reconnoiter  all 
other  positions.  As  soon  as  you  have  decided  upon  the  point,  let  me 
have  your  recommendation  at  once,  so  as  to  be  able  to  decide.  I have 
assigned  Brigadier-General  Potter  to  the  military  command  of  the 
District  of  Beaufort.  He  will,  however,  be  subject  to  your  orders  as 
long  as  you  are  in  his  vicinity.  It  is  intended  to  move  your  division  to 
the  IsTortherii  District  after  General  Sherman  moves,  and  to  operate  as 
hereafter  directed.  General  Schiinmelfennig  and  his  force  will,  while 
you  are  there,  be  under  your  orders.  A portion  of  Admiral  Porter’s 
fleet  has  already  arrived  at  Charleston  bar.  Please  push  the  work  on 
the  landings  at  Whale  Branch  and  Mackay’s  Point;  also  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  intrenched  position  as  soon  as  selected. 

Bespectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-General^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Engineer’s  Office, 
Savannah^  Ga.j  Jamiary  21  ^ 1865. 

Major-General  Grover, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces^  Savannah : 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
following  memoranda  with  reference  to  the  defense  of  the  city  ol 
Savannah: 

First.  The  defense  of  the  city  itself:  This  is  accomplished  by  the  line 
of  works  now  in  process  of  construction  after  the  plan  indicated  in  my 
letter  to  Major-General  Sherman,  dated  December  26,  1864.*  These 
works  are  now  ready  to  receive  sixty  guns,  partly  siege  and  partly  field 
artillery,  and,  in  my  opinion,  are  in  a condition  which  would  warrant 
their  defense  by  the  garrison  estimated  for.  Captain  Suter,  U.  S. 
Engineers,  and  chief  engineer,  Department  of  the  South,  has  been  fur- 
nished with  a trace  of  this  line  on  which  the  several  positions  of  the 
guns,  composing  tlie  complete  armament,  are  indicated.  Caiitain  Suter 
has  also  been  furnished  with  those  maps,  captured  at  this  city,  which 
relate  to  the  defense.  Opposite  the  city  on  the  main  Carolina  shore 
two  small  works  should  be  built  to  command  the  Union  Causeway  and 
the  Huger  Causeway. 

The  above  contemplates  an  attack  by  a much  larger  force  than  the 
garrison,  and,  in  my  opinion,  will  never  be  made. 

Second.  The  defense  of  the  approaches : Three  main  roads  lead  into 
the  city  from  inland,  viz,  the  Ogeechee  plank  road  (Darien),  the  Louis- 
ville stage  road,  the  Augusta  stage  road.  The  last  two  join  within  one 
mile  and  a half  of  the  city.  The  points  where  the  enemy’s  late  lines 
crossed  these  roads  furnish  the  best  defense.  When  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  obstacles  formed  by  opening  the  sluice  gates  at  high 
tide  the  positions  are  strong.  If  the  bridge  across  the  Ogeechee  at 
King’s  is  destroyed  it  effectually  cuts  off’  direct  approach  by  that  road, 
and  it  can  only  be  reached  by  crossing  the  river  above  and  getting  to 
it  by  some  of  the  numerous  cross-roads.  An  enemy  would  not  be  likley 
to  do  this  unless  he  were  in  largely  superior  force,  since  he  would 
necessarily  put  himself  in  a pocket.” 

Third.  The  defense  of  the  river  navigation  : This  is  best  accomplished 
by  a force  stationed  at  this  city  large  enough  to  go  out  and  fight 
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any  enemy  that  would  be  likely  to  approach.  In  order  that  our  oppo- 
nents might  reach  any  of  the  points  where  they  could  injure  us  much, 
they  would  be  compelled  to  thrust  themselves  soDje  miles  beyond  us, 
leaving  whatever  garrison  there  might  be  in  Savannah  on  their  flank 
and  in  rear.  They  could  not  interrupt  navigation  without  establishing 
themselves  in  inclosed  works  upon  the  bank  of  Saint,  Augustine  Creek 
(we  hold  Fort  Jackson),  and  very  short  time  would  suffice  for  the  capture 
of  any  enemy  having  temerity  enough  to  do  this.  With  all  our  great 
resources  of  water  transportation  I regard  it  impossible  for  our  enemy 
to  make  a successful  lodgment  on  Saint  Augustine  Creek. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 

Captain  of  Engmeers^  Brevet  Colonef  JJ.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

A map  is  in  course  of  preparation  and  under  my  direction,  which  will 
clearly  show  the  topography  of  Savannah  and  vicinity,  the  works  of 
attack  and  defense,  the  new  lines  constructed  during  our  occupation  of 
the  city,  and  the  lines  of  1814.  As  soon  as  completed  it  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  Engineer  Department.  * 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  21,  1865. 
General  Innis  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne: 

Dear  General  : I have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the 
17th,  inclosing  the  very  full  and  complete  returns  which  give  me  all 
the  data,  save  only  the  gauge  of  your  railroad,  of  which  we  are  in 
doubt.  One  of  my  charts  represent  the  gauge  as  four  feet  ten  inches 
and  the  other  at  five  feet.  I shall  send  up  my  principal  railroad  man. 
Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  to  look  at  it  and  accummulate  at  Morehead  City 
and  New  Berne  iron  and  cars  ready  for  use  when  the  time  comes. 
We  can  supply  all  these,  if*  of  the  five-feet  gauge,  out  of  captured 
stock.  I don’t  want  you  to  risk  New  Berne  or  Morehead  City,  and  to 
take  Kinston  now  would  attract  attention  and  lengthen  your  line  too 
much  to  be  held  with  any  degree  of  security.  Therefore  don’t  attemx)t 
to  hold  more  than  you  now  have  until  you  know  I am  near  at  hand, 
and  you  can  discover  the  effect  of  my  approach. 

1 shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsborough,  the  eff'ect  of  which  will  be  three- 
fold: First.  With  my  army  at  Goldsborough  the  enemy  could  not 
remain  at  Wilmington.  Second.  I would  have  two  railroads  to  the 
coast  for  supplies,  viz,  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington  Third. 
Goldsborough  is  the  point  from  which  to  strike  Baleigh. 

If  my  army  can  fight  its  way  across  South  Carolina  and  reach  Golds- 
borough these  results  will  be  certain. 

1 have  already  secured  Pocotaligo  and  am  moving  my  army  into 
position  on  a line  from  Sister’s  Ferry,  on  the  Sav^annah,  across  to  Poco- 
taligo, whence  I will  move  around  Charleston  and  across  the  country 
to  Fayetteville  and  Goldsborough  or  Wilmington  according  to  thesup- 
I)lies  1 find.  General  Foster  will  hold  Savannah,  &c.,  and  will  have  a 
small  force  in  hand  to  take  advantage  of  any  let-go  the  enemy  may 
venture  to  make.  I would  have  been  off  before  this,  but  I am  delayed 
by  the  rains,  which  have  flooded  the  whole  country.  Don’t  attract 

See  Plate  LXX,  Map  2 of  the  Atlas. 


112 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.^  AND  N.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


attention,  but  hold  New  Berne  and  Morehead  City  (Fort  Macon)  secure 
as  points  for  me  to  depend  on.  Don’t  risk  anything;  let  me  run  the 
risk,  but  stand  prepared  to  aid  me  as  I approach.  I leave  my  chief 
quartermaster  and  commissary  here  to  follow  me  up  with  boats  and 
supplies. 

1 do  not  think  Grant  will  spare  you  any  more  men,  nor  do  I suppose 
them  necessary  for  the  simply  defensive  position  you  should  maintain. 
As  I approach  you  I may  aim  tor  the  railroad,  near  where  it  crosses 
the  Neuse  near  Kinston,  as  I suppose  there  the  enemy  will  oppose  me, 
and  it  may  be  prudent  to  open  communication  with  you  before  I cross 
and  attack  the  position  at  Kinston  or  Goldsborough,  but  Goldsboroiigh 
is  the  strategic  point  I shall  aim  to  secure  in  North  Carolina. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  (7.,  January  21^  1865, 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  or 

Commanding  Officer  District  of  North  Carolina; 


The  District  of  North  Carolina  having  been  added  to  my  command 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  request  of  General  Sherman,  in  order 
to  concentrate  more  effectually  the  resources  of  tlie  seaboard  in  co-oper- 
ating with  the  movements  of  his  army  inland,  I have  the  honor  to 
inclose  you  confidential  instructions  for  your  guidance.  It  is  possible 
that  I may  not  be  iiresent  at  the  time  your  services  are  needed,  in 
which  case  you  will  be  prepared  to  act  with  promptitude  in  obedience 
to  any  orders  which  you  may  receive  from  General  Sherman.  General 
Sherman,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  orders,*  has  command  over 
this  department  as  well  as  those  within  his  Military  Division  of  the 
West. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hiltoyi  Head,  C.,  January  21,  1865. 

Brigadier- General  Palmer,  or 

Commanding  Officer  District  of  North  Carolina: 

The  present  plans  of  General  Sherman  contemplate  a devastating 
march  through  South  Carolina  and  into  North  Carolina.  Gpon  arriv- 
ing in  North  Carolina  he  will  draw  his  supplies  from  New  Berne  by 
striking  the  railroad  at  Goldsborough.  He  may  also  before  reaching 
Goldsborough  obtain  supplies  by  striking  the  coast  at  Wilmington. 
There  is  more  certainty,  however,  of  his  striking  the  railroad  at  Golds- 
borough. You  will,  therefore,  make  every  preparation,  not  only  to  aid 
Iiromptly  and  efficiently  the  forwarding  of  supplies  when  General 
Sherman  reaches  that  point,  but  also  to  have  your  position  perfectly 
secure  against  any  attempts  that  may  possibly  be  made  against  you,  by 
detachments  from  Lee’s  army,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  attain- 
ment of  the  very  purpose  sought  to  be  secured  by  these  orders.  In  the 
first  place  be  sure  and  watch  the  enemy,  and  prevent  any  attempt  to 
destroy  the  railroad  within  the  limits  of  your  extreme  outer  pickets, 
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and  as  much  beyond  as  yon  possibly  can  defend.  Secondly.  Prepare 
for  landing  and  forwarding,  either  from  Kew  Berne  or  Beaufort,  princi- 
pally from  Beaufort,  supplies  for  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals.  (These 
supplies  are  to  coiue  from  here  in  transports).  The  wharves  at  Beaufort 
must  be  put  in  order,  and  all  the  facilities  for  landing  supj)lies  made 
perfect.  Accurate  information  must  also  be  obtained  of  the  extent  of 
railroad  between  BatcheldePs  Creek  and  Kinston,  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  rebuild.  Also  the  condition  of  the  bridge  over  the  Trent 
at  Kinston.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wright,  of  General  Sherman’s  army, 
will  be  sent  up  to  ascertain  all  the  wants  of  the  railroad,  rolling-stock, 
construction,  &c.  General  McCallum,  the  railroad  constructor,  is  here 
and  at  the  proper  time  will  be  there  ready  for  immediate  work. 

What  I want  to  know  from  you  is,  exactly  what  is  wanted,  so  that  it 
may  be  provided  and  brought  there  at  the  moment  for  operations. 
The  object  is  not  to  divulge  the  important  fact  that  anew  base  is  to  be 
made  at  that  point  until  the  last  moment.  I want  also  to  know  how 
much  of  the  railroad  from  Beaufort  to  Goldsborough  you  can  protect 
after  General  Sherman  has  reached  Goldsborough,  and  the  exact  force 
you  can  concentrate  for  this  or  any  other  purpose.  Of  course  no  move- 
ment of  any  description  will  be  made  until  you  receive  orders  from 
General  Sherman  or  myself.  General  Sherman  will  probably  be  at 
Goldsborough,  or  in  communication. with  you,  by  the  22d  of  February. 
The  greatest  secrecy  must  be  observed  by  yourself  to  prevent  the 
enemy  ascertaining  the  fact  that  General  Sherman  will  draw  his  sup- 
plies over  the  railroad  to  Goldsborough.  If  they  penetrate  the  secret 
they  will,  of  course,  destroy  the  railroad.  You  will  divulge  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  this  confidential  letter  to  no  one,  but  make  all  the 
preparations  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  January  21,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  or 
COMMANDINO  OFFICER  U.  S.  FORCES, 

Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

The  District  of  Korth  Carolina  having  been  added  to  my  department 
by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  request  of  Major-General 
Sherman,  in  order  to  facilitate  concentration  of  resources  to  supxilyhis 
army  while  marching  inland,  I inclose  to  you  the  following  confidential 
instructions,  which  you  will  carry  out  if  you  are  to  remain  there,  and 
if  you  are  removed  you  will  turn  over  to  your  successor,  with  the 
prox)er  cautions  as  to  secrecy.  I may  not  be  i)resent  at  the  time  for 
action,  in  which  case  you  will  dei)endui)on  instructions  from  Brigadier- 
General  Hatch  or  General  Sherman  direct.  General  Sherman,  as  you 
will  see  from  general  orders  inclosed,*  has  entire  command  of  this  as 
well  as  the  departments  forming  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  lespectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

* See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  13,  .Taniiary  15,  p.  52. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  aV.  C.,  Jamiary  21,  1865. 

Confidential  instruetions  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  or  the  Commanding 
Officer  TJ.  8.  Forces,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

General  Sherman’s  plans  contemplate  a devastating  march  through 
South  Carolina  and  into  North  Carolina.  He  will  draw  his  supplies 
from  the  coast,  receiving  them  by  different  rivers  in  South  Carolina, 
and  when  he  arrives  in  North  Carolina,  from  Wilmington  and  from 
New  Berne.  His  army  has  now  commenced  moving.  Full  and  definite 
instructions  have  been  given  to  General  Palmer,  at  New  Berne.  Less 
definite  instructions  are  given  to  you,  because  it  is  not  certain  that 
AYilinington  may  be  taken  at  the  time  General  Sherman  arrives  in 
North  Carolina,  and  also  that  you  be  prepared  to  take  efficient  inde- 
pendent action.  What  I wish  attained  by  this  information  is  a vigilant 
watch  for  General  Sherman’s  appearance  in  your  vicinity  about  the 
15th  of  February,  and  as  great  a preparation  on  your  part  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  him.  The  supplies  for  his  army  ivill  come  from  here  in 
transports  loaded  for  the  purpose.  There  are  many  things,  however, 
which  you  can  do  to  facilitate  the  transmission  of  these  supplies  to 
his  army  when  it  arrives.  These  preparations  should  have  in  view 
the  fact  that  his  army  numbers  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals.  If 
Wilmington  be  taken  you  will  occupy  as  much  of  the  railroad  toward 
Manchester  as  possible,  and  guard  as  many  of  the  bridges  in  that  direc- 
tion as  you  can.  In  fact,  the  same  order  holds  good  in  regard  to  the 
Goldsborough  railroad  and  the  railroad  through  Lumberton  and  Bock- 
ingham  toward  Charlotte.  If  Wilmington  be  not  taken  of  course  you 
can  do  nothing  of  this  kind,  but  must  be  on  the  watch  and  ready  to  act 
when  required.  The  utmost  secrecy  must  be  observed  in  regard  to 
this.  The  enemy  may  suspect  the  locality  of  General  Sherman’s  route, 
but  nothing  should  transpire  to  lead  them  to  any  conclusion  as  to  his 
real  objects  or  the  points  at  which  he  is  to  get  supplies. 

Belying  upon  your  discretion  in  this  matter,  I am,  general,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTFB, 

Major- General,  Comm anding. 


Hilton  Head,  January  22,  1865. 

General  Howard: 

I am  at  Hilton  Head.  Will  be  up  to-morrow.  My  staff  and  horses 
on  the  steamer  Coit  will  be  up  in  an  hour.  Let  some  officer  look  out 
for  their  comfort,  as  I want  the  boat  to  return  to  Savannah  early 
to-morrow  to  bring  another  load.  I have  ordered  the  balance  of  John 
E.  Smith’s  division  and  Logan’s  headquarters  to  come  to  you  by  water. 
Corse  will  come  by  Sister’s  Ferry.  I will  be  up  to-morrow. 

SHEBMAN, 

Major- General. 
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Hilton  Head,  Jcmuary  22^  1865. 

General  Howard  : 

I ordered  all  mules  whose  wagons  had  come  to  Beaufort  to  be  sent; 
also  the  remaining  wagons  and  mules  of  John  E.  Smith’s.  I had  a 
long  talk  with  Logan  and  arranged  for  three  conijilete  divisions  of  his 
corps  to  come  to  Pocotaligo,  leaving  only  Corse  to  come  by  Sister’s 
Ferry.  The  present  storms  will  delay  us  much.  I wanted  the  boat 
Coit  to  discharge,  so  as  not  to  lose  to-morrow’s  tide,  but  as  the  rain  will 
delay  us  there  is  no  need  of  such  hurry. 

SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  1(>,  ( Savannah.,  Ga.,  January  22^  1865. 

Col.  J.  B.  McCown,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  with  his  command  and  the  trans- 
portation of  his  division  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  by  water,  without  delay, 
reporting  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith,  commanding  Third  Division. 

Colonel  McCown  will  report  in  person  to  Lieut.  Col.  G.  L.  Fort,  chief 
quartermaster  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  who  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

A.  W.  EDWARDS, 

Captain  a^id  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  S.  C.,  January  22,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Saxton,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Beaufort,  8.  C. : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inclose  you  Major  General  Sherman’s  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  15,* 
appointing  you  inspector  of  negro  settlements  and  plantations  in  this 
department;  also  General  Orders,  No.  8,t  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  placing  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter  in  command  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Beaufort.  Major-General  Sherman  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  General  Foster  a large  number  of  animals,  partially  broken  down, 
that  will  be  loaned  to  the  negroes  to  be  used  by  them  on  the  planta- 
tions until  they  are  sufficiently  recuperated  for  active  service,  when 
they  will  be  called  for.  Please  send  word  to  these  headquarters  about 
how  many  of  these  animals  you  desire,  and  they  will  be  sent  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  January  23,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  ji.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

Please  have  all  transports  collected  for  the  transportation  of  Scho- 
field’s command  coaled  and  watered  and  rations  loaded.  The  troops 

* See  p.  52.  t See  p.  108. 
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should  start  with  five  days’  issued,  and  from  200,000  to  250,000  rations 
stored  in  the  holds  of  the  vessels.  This  will  give  a supply  that  will  last 
until  more  could  be  got  to  them.  As  soon  as  transports  for  a division 
are  ready  they  might  be  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  to  report  by  telegraph 
for  orders. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  January  23. 1865 — 3.50  p.  m, 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

Some  time  since  orders  were  sent  to  General  Thomas  to  forward  to 
Savannah,  via  New  York,  all  fractions  of  regiments^ &c.,  belonging  to 
tlie  corps  under  General  Sherman.  General  Meagher  telegraphs  to-day 
from  Pittsburg  that  he  has  7,000  men  and  wants  transports  ready  in 
New  York,  but  General  Van  Yliet  says  that  he  cannot  furnish  them  if 
he  sends  transports  here  to  meet  Schofield’s  corps.  To  which  shall  the 
transports  be  given  first?  If  Meagher’s  command  stops  in  New  York 
it  is  feared  that  very  many  will  desert,  and  there  are  no  quarters  for 
them  on  Governor’s  Island.  Please  reply  immediately. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major- Ge7ieral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  January  23,  1865 — 7 p.  in. 

(Received  7.30  p.  m.) 


Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

Order  Meagher  to  Alexandria.  We  will  send  Schofield’s  corps  first, 
and  add  this  detachment  to  it  until  such  time  as  it  can  be  got  to  Sher- 
man. It  is  too  late  now  for  it  to  reach  Sherman  from  Pocotaligo. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 


Lieutenant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  Jamiary  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Poe, 

Chief  Engineer,  Savannah : 

General  Sherman  directs  that  you  join  him  via  this  place  and  order 
the  First  Michigan  Engineer  Regiment  to  follow  you  in  like  manner. 
Apply  to  General  Easton  lor  such  transportation  as  may  be  required. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Lx  the  Field.,  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  23,  1865. 

Bvt.  Col.  O.  M.  Poe, 

Chief  Engineer,  Militayp  Division  of  the  Mis.nssqxpi  : 

Colonel:  By  direction  of  IMajor-General  Sherman  I have  tele- 
graphed you  to  join  him  via  this  place,  and  now  repeat  the  instruc- 
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tioiis,  as  also  tlie  further  instructions  for  you  to  direct  the  engineer 
regiment  (First  Michigan  Engineers)  to  come  this  way  also.  Ajiply  to 
General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  for  such  transportation  as  you 
may  require  in  conforming  to  this  order. 

I am,  with  respect. 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.;  Beaufort^  8.  0.,  January  23 ^ 1865. 


General  Easton, 

Savannah : 


Transport  to  Beaufort,  by  boats,  all  of  HoAvard’s  troops,  wagons, 
and  mules,  except  Corse’s  division,  which  can  move  with  the  Left 
Wing.  I have  sent  you  every  boat  available  from  this  quarter  and 
would  like  you  to  push  this  job  at  one  trip. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Genera^. 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort,  8.  0.,  January  23 ^ 1865. 


I.  The  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  having  the  most  trans- 
portation, the  quartermaster  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army,  will  turn  over  to  Lieutenant 
Brown,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  pontoon  train,  five  six-mule 
teams  Avith  harness  and  wagons  complete  for  the  use  of  that  organiza- 
tion. As  good  teams  are  required  the  present  ones  in  the  division  will 
not  be  selected  for  this  purpose. 

II.  As  directed  by  Major-General  Sherman,  upon  the  advance  of  this 
army  all  unnecessary  servants  and  non-combatants  will  be  left  behind. 
All  chests  for  office  papers  and  baggage  not  strictly  necessary  in  the 
field,  and  all  tents  save  one  for  headquarters  of  each  brigade,  division, 
corps,  or  army,  and  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  hospital  purposes, 
will  be  sent  to  Beaufort  or  Hilton  Head  and  left  in  charge  of  proper 
persons  until  such  time  as  they  can  follow  by  water.  Flies  only  will 
be  used  for  shelter.  The  inspector-general’s  department  is  charged 
with  the  requirements  of  this  order. 

******* 

VII.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Clark,  IT.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  to  Maj. 
Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  for  assign- 
ment to  tlie  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

‘Beaufort,  S.  0.,  January  23^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  send  you 
tlie  inclosed  copy  of  telegram  from  General  Sherman  to  General  Easton,* 
and  to  say  that  you  will  give  orders  to  General  Corse  to  move  his 
division  (entire)  with  the  Left  Wing  of  the  army,  sending  the  remainder 
of  your  command  to  this  point  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Geaernl. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort.,  S.  (7.,  January  23,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General;  General  Sherman  says  he  cannot  possibly  spare  the 
steamers  from  carrying  supplies  to  Rurysburg  and  Pocotaligo,  in  order 
to  transport  General  Corse’s  division.  Please  direct  General  Corse  to 
move  back  over  the  route  he  came,  between  the  Big  and  Little  Ogeechee 
Rivers,  keeping  up  as  high  as,  or  liigher,  than  the  Twenty-Mile  Station. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  take  General  Blair’s  old  route  from 
Station  Ao.  2 back  to  Guyton,  or  No.  3,  and  thence  via  Springtield  to 
Sister’s  Ferry.  He  should  proceed  thence  by  some  route  parallel  to 
Davis’  line  of  march  to  Hickory  Hill.  At  that  point  you  will  be  able  to 
unite  your  corps.  This  march  General  Corse  can  make  easily  in  seven 
days,  but  he  will  have  to  be  exceedingly  careful  of  forage  until  he 
crosses  the  Savannah.  If  General  Corse  should  happen  to  fall  one  or 
even  two  days  in  rear  of  your  other  divisions  at  Hickory  Hill  it  will 
not  matter. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — I do  not  make  the  order  imperative  as  to  the  route,  but  rather 
suggestive. 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo.,  S.  C.,  January  23,  1865. 

^ Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

A.sst.  Adjt.  Geiiy  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennes.^ee : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  at  12 
m.  to-day.  1 left  Savannah  at  6 a.  m.  on  the  19th  instant,  in  compli- 
ance with  orders  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (the  Fourth 
Division  and  animals  of  Second  Division  were  to  follow).  The  road 
across  Hutchinson’s  Island  and  the  levees  between  the  island  and  the 
Union  Causeway,  although  badly  cut  up,  were  passable  up  to  12  m.  of 
the  19th,  when  the  rain  and  sudden  rise  of  water  made  them  impass- 
able. 1 had  gone  forward  to  New  River  bridge,  fourteen  miles  from 
Savannah,  to  see  if  it  was  in  readiness  to  cross,  but,  finding  it  would 

* See  p.  117. 
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not  be  completed  until  about  4 p.  m.,  I made  my  arrangements  to  camp 
at  the  junction  of  tbe  Hardeeville  and  Charleston  roads.  At  about  2 
p.  m.  the  head  of  my  column  arrived,  and  the  ammunition  and  part  of 
the  supply  trains  following  closely.  I expected  the  remainder  of  my 
division  would  arrive  without  serious  difficulty.  About  this  time  I 
received  a communication  from  Major-General  Logan  directing  me  to 
assume  command  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions,  when  the  orderly 
informed  me  that  the  balance  of  the  troops  were  on  the  island  and 
could  not  come  forward,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads. 

I sent  a staff*  officer  to  communicate  with  General  Corse,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  sent  the  pioneer  corps  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions,  but  they  found  it  impossible  to  join  the  troops  on  the  island, 
the  road  between  the  rice  fields  and  them  being  covered  with  water  to 
the  depth  of  four  feet.  I rode  back,  intending  to  reach  Savannah  by 
Screven’s  Ferry,  but  found  it  impossible  to  get  nearer  than  two  miles. 
I had,  however,  upon  learning  the  situation  of  the  troops  on  the  island, 
ordered  Colonel  McCown,  commanding  First  Brigade,  that  if  he  could 
not  get  the  wagons  out  to  abandon  them  and  return  with  the  men  and 
animals  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Upon  my  return  from  my  attempt  to  communicate  by  way  of  Scre- 
ven’s Ferry  I met  Captain  Wellman,  whom  I had  sent  to  General  Corse. 
He  informed  me  that  the  troops  had  been  ordered  to  return  to  Savan- 
nah by  Major-General  Logan,  and  that  he  thought  but  few  wagons 
would  have  to  be  abandoned.  He  also  brought  directions  from  Major- 
General  Logan  to  push  through  to  this  place  the  best  I coaid.  I 
accordingly  broke  camp  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  marching 
through  water  not  deep  enough  for  navigation,  but  too  deep  to  say  we 
came  by  land. 

It  has  rained  incessantly  from  12  m.  of  the  19th  to  10  a.  m.  this 
date. 

The  officers  and  men  were  very  patient  5 to  be  cheerful  was  beyond 
human  nature.  I have  with  me  the  Second  Brigade,  composed  of  three 
regiments;  Battery  B,  First  Michigan  Artillery,  and  all  of  supply 
trains  except  twenty- seven  wagons. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  23^  1865— 9.10  ;p.  m. 
General  Meagher, 

Pittsburg^  Pa.: 

Bring  ail  your  command  to  Washington,  instead  of  Kew  York,  and 
report  to  General  Augur  for  transports  and  orders. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copies  to  General  Augur  and  General  Charles  Thomas.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort^  S.  C.,  January  23^  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  IIazen, 

Commanding  Seeond  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
wishes  you  to  detail  about  400  men  to  work  on  the  road  between  this 
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point  and  the  bridge  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry.  He  also  wishes  you  to  send 
in  a quartermaster  to  receipt  for  and  take  out  some  200  axes,  to  be  used 
by  a portion  of  your  detail  in  cutting  material  for  corduroying  the 
road,  the  axes  to  be  returned  to  the  depot  quartermaster  when  the 
work  shall  have  been  done.  The  road  is  in  very  bad  condition,  and 
the  general  is  anxious  to  have  it  put  in  as  good  repair  as  possible. 
Should  you  not  have  sufficient  teams  with  your  command  to  enable  you 
to  push  the  work  rapidly,  you  can  borrow  from  General  Woods’ division. 
Please  place  the  detail  in  charge  of  a driving  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Beaufort.)  S.  0.,  January  23.,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  in 
accordance  with  General  Sherman’s  desire  to  threaten  Charleston,  he 
wishes  your  demonstration  of  the  20th  instant  to  the  Salkehatchie 
repeated  and,  if  possible,  a lodgment  effected  on  the  other  side.  He 
suggests  that  you  make  a trestle  or  floating  bridge  out  of  such  material 
as  may  be  most  convenient  for  crossing  infantry  only.  The  general 
also  directs  me  to  say  you  had  better  not  attempt  to  send  in  any  more 
wagons  than  you  can  possibly  help  for  the  present,  as  the  road  is  bad 
enough  now  and  trains  passing  over  it  would  cut  it  up  so  much  as  to 
render  it  impassable  for  some  time  to  come.  General  Hazen  and  Gen- 
eral Woods  are  at  work  corduroying  and  repairing  it  from  here  to 
Garden’s  Corners.  You  must  make  it  good  the  rest  of  the  way. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  2d  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  7.  ) In  the  Field)  Ga.,  January  23)  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  announced  to  serve  on  the  staff  of 
the  general  commanding:  Capt.  Eobert  B.  Stinson,  Sixtieth  Illinois 
Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt. 
Hiram  Craft,  Ninety-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost-marshal. 
They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan : 

T.  WISEMAN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  20th  Army  Corps, 

PurysburQ)  S.  (7.,  January  23)  1865. 

Captain  Speed, 

'Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  suggestions  for  the 
information  of  the  general  commanding,  received  from  Captain  Webber 
from  General  Sherman’s  headquarters:  About  2 o’clock  yesterday 
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afterDOon  tlie  gun-boat  Pontiac  and  transport  General  Lee  moved  up 
the  river  from  this  j)oint  nearl}^  to  Ebenezer  Church,  on  the  Georgia 
side  of  the  river,  where  the  gun-boat  halted,  and  the  General  Lee  went 
on  two  or  three  miles  farther  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Captain  Webber, 
ten  miles  this  side  of  Sister’s  Ferry.  At  Ebenezer  Church  he  saw  a 
number  of  rebel  cavalry  and  indications  which  led  him  to  believe  there 
was  quite  a force  in  that  vicinity.  Captain  Webber  thinks  it  is  forty 
miles  from  this  point  to  Sister’s  Ferry  by  the  river. 

I am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  DUSTIN, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Coast  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

No.  3.  j Beveaux’s  JVeclij  8.  C.,  January  23,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  District  of  Beaufort,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  this 
division. 

II.  Col.  Charles  H.  Yan  Wyck,  Fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers, 
will  relieve  Brigadier-General  Potter  of  the  command  of  the  First 
Brigade  of  this  division. 

III.  The  two  companies  of  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  V^olunteers 
now  on  duty  with  this  division  are  hereby  relieved,  and  will  proceed 
to,  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished,  the  Northern  District, 
Department  of  the  South. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.Yols.,  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  January  24, 1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  11  a.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Washington,  I).  G. : 

I shall  probably  leave  here  by  12  noon  to-morrow  for  Fort  Fisher. 
All  the  troops  of  Schotield’s  command  may  be  forwarded  directly  to 
that  point.  Meagher’s  command  will  go  in  the  same  way  in  the  absence 
of  further  directions.  If  Schofield  reaches  Washington  in  time  I would 
like  to  have  him  accomi)any  me. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

lAeutenant-  General. 


Washington,  1).  C.,  January  24,  1865 — 12  m. 
Lieu  ten  ant-  Gen  er  al  G ran  t , 

City  Foint: 

If  General  Schofield  does  not  arrive  in  time  to  join  you  I Avill  send 
liim  forward  on  the  first  transport. 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 

Afajor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865, 

Brigadier- General  Ingalls, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 

As  rapidly  as  it  can  be  sent  in  addition  to  previous  calls,  I want 
fifteen  miles  of  railroad  iron  sent  from  I^orfolk  or  elsewhere  to  Beaufort, 
N.  C.  Men  will  also  be  required  to  lay  the  track  from  New  Berne  to 
Kinston.  The  steamer  Escort,  or  one  of  like  draught  and  capacity, 
will  be  wanted  at  Beaufort  for  permanent  use. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Li  the  Field,  Beaufort,  8.  €.,  January  24,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

General  : I was  directed  this  morning  by  General  Sherman  to  write 
you  by  steamer  Arago,  as  follows:  He  reached  here  yesterday  from 
Savannah  aild  this  morning  went  up  to  Pocotaligo  to  look  to  matters 
in  person,  and  proposes  to-morrow  to  secure  Salkehatchie  bridge  as  a 
demonstration,  and  also  to  then  reconnoiter  until  Slocum  gets  out  to 
high  ground  from  Sister’s  Ferry.  The  storm  has  been  severe  and  con- 
tinuous for  several  days,  delaying  movements  by  bad  roads,  but  now 
it  is  clear;  the  roads  are  improving  rapidly  and  it  bids  fair  for  good 
weather.  I may  hear  from  the  general  during  the  night  and  will  then 
dispatch  you  further. 

I am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  8.  C.,  January  24,  1865. 

Admiral  Dahloren: 

Dear  Admiral  : Weather  is  now  fine  and  promises  us  dry  land.  I 
will  go  to  day  to  Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie.  To-morrow  will  demon- 
strate on  Salkehatchie,  and  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  feel  up 
Edisto  or  Stono,  just  to  make  the  enemy  uneasy  on  that  flank,  and  to 
develop  if  he  intends  to  hold  fast  to  Charleston  and  Columbia  both. 
It  will  take  five  days  for  Slocum  to  get  out  of  the  savannas  of  Savan- 
nah, and  during  that  time  I will  keep  Howard  seemingly  moving  direct 
on  Charleston,  though  with  no  iiuriiose  of  going  beyond  the  Salke- 
hatchie. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  Genei^al. 


Hilton  Head,  January  24,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

This  iiorthAvest  wind  will  dry  up  the  roads  and  drain  the  swamps. 
The  Sonoma  is  in  the  North  Edisto;  the  Dai  Ching  in  the  Combahee, 
with  orders  to  annoy  the  rebels  as  much  as  ])ossible;  to  land  and  drive 
in  their  iiickets.  The  Pawnee  is  just  leaving  for  the  South  Edisto.  I 
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hear  that  a battery  and  obstructions  have  been  felt  on  the  Ashepoo, 
and  much  alarm  at  our  recoimaissaiice.  The  Pawnee  will  go  there  and 
try  to  knock  it  down.  It  is  said  to  be  twenty  miles  up  the  Ashepoo. 
If  General  Howard’s  men  feel  that  way  it  might  prove  of  interest. 

J.  A.  DAHLGBEK, 

Rear-Admiral,  IT.  S.  Navy. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Beaufort,  S.  0.,  January  24,  1865. 
General  Easton,  Savannah : 

You  may  employ  any  vessels  suitable  for  deep  water,  carrying  sol- 
diers, wagons,  or  ammunition  of  the  Bight  Wing  as  long  as  General 
Logan  wants  you,  but  do  not  relax  your  efforts  to  get  food  and  forage 
up  to  Sister’s  Ferry  by  the  time  Davis  gets  there.  Weather  is  now  fine, 
and  if  it  lasts  will  make  our  roads  fine  in  a very  short  while.  On  this 
clear  spell  we  must  reach  Barnwell  and  the  Augusta  road.  Keep  things 
moving  night  and  day.  I go  to  Pocotaligo  to-day. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  24,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

Your  telegram  received.  Thje  Fifteenth  Corps  still  have  here,  to  go 
by  water,  about  3,400  men,  2,400  animals,  280  wagons,  and  16  ambu- 
lances. I will  get  them  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

L.  C.  EASTOK, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  24,  1865. 

Major  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

In  the  absence  of  any  orders  or  instructions  I directed  the  Michigan 
Engineers  to  accom])any  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  which  column  seemed 
to  need  their  services.  They  marched  yesterday  about  1 o’clock.  Shall 
I recall  them? 

O.  M.  POE, 

Capt.,  and  Chief  Engineer  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  24,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Col.  O.  M.  Poe, 

Chief  Engineer,  Savannah,  Ga. : 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  The  general  has  gone  to  Pocotaligo  an 
hour  since,  but  I will  overtake  him  with  courier  for  answer. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.  Beaufort.  S.  C.,  January  24.  1865. 

Col.  O.  M.  Poe, 

Chief  Engineer.,  Savannah : 

Let  the  Michigan  Engineers  go  as  yon  have  ordered  them.  They 
will  not  be  needed  here. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 

[■  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  4.  ) Beaufort,  S.  (7.,  January  24,  1865. 

The  following  awards  of  medals  of  honor  have  been  made  to  the 
enlisted  men  herein  mentioned  for  distinguished  service  in  the  field 
and  other  soldier  like  qualities: 

To  August  Stehr,  sergeant.  Company  F,  Fifty-eighth  Kegiment,  Illi- 
nois Infantry  Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed:  “Faithful  and 
efficient  service  in  the  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  Department  and  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.”  To  Oliver  E.  Slusser,  private.  Company  E,  Forty- 
eighth  Indiana  Infantry  Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed:  “Siege 
of  Corinth,  battles  of  Corinth,  luka,  Eaymond,  Jackson,  Champion’s  Hill, 
Vicksburg  (July  4, 1803).  Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  the  Adjutant- 
General’s  Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee.”  To  Will- 
iam H.  Pritchard,  private.  Tenth  Ohio  Battery,  medal  of  silver  inscribed: 
“Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta.  Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  the 
Adjutant-General’s  Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee.” 
To  Albert  B.  Wilcox,  private.  Battery  A,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery, 
medal  of  silver  inscribed : “ Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post,  Cham- 
pion’s Hill,  Vicksburg  (July  4,  1863),  Mission  Kidge,  Kesaca,  Dallas. 
lAithful  and  efficient  service  in  the  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  De])art- 
inent  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee.”  To  Isaac  A.Bemis,  private.  Company 
F,  Sixteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry  Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed: 
“Atlanta,  Savannah.  Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee.”  To  James  K. 
Beniff,  private.  Company  H,  Seventy-second  Eegiment  Illinois  Infantry 
Volunteers,  medal  of  silver  inscribed:  “Vicksburg  (July  4,  1863). 
Atlanta,  Savannah.  Faithful  and  efficient  service  in  Adjutant-Generals 
Office,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee.” 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligb,  S.  €.,  January  24,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General  : The  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  is  completed.  No 
more  details  will  report  to  Colonel  Swayne. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j Beaufort^  S.  (7.,  January  2d^  1865. 


General  Slocum, 

Left  ^^Hng : 

Dear  General:  Weather  is  now  magnificent,  and  we  must  take  all 
advantage  possible  of  it.  The  roads  here  cut  deep  also,  and  your  best 
plan  is  to  move  rapidly  to  Eobertsville  via  Sister’s  Ferry,  and  don’t 
lose  an  hour  of  time.  See  Easton,  that  he  gets  boats  to  that  point  also, 
and  we  must  get  up  on  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road  in  this  spell  of 
good  weather.  I go  to  Pocotaligo  to-day,  and  will  secure  the  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge,  and  make  Hardee  believe  I am  coming  straight  for 
Charleston.  I shall  expect  to  hear  of  you  about  Sister’s  Ferry  in  four 
days — say  29th. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAY, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ] Savannah^  Ga.,  January  24,  1865. 

The  following  officers  are  hereby  announced  upon  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding:  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Litchfield,  assistant 
inspect  or- general  5 Capt.  G.  W.  Smith,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  aide- 
de-camp. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

- In  the  Field,  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  24,  1865. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Hilton  Head: 

General  Sherman  desires  that  you  complete  the  telegraph  line  from 
this  place  to  Pocotaligo. 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hilton  Head,  January  24,  1865 — 11.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

The  steamer  brings  dates  of  the  20th  from  New  York  with  recruits 
which  I send  up  on  tlie  Louise.  I wdl  at  once  get  the  men  at  work  on 
the  telegraph  line  to  Pocotaligo. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  Ge^ieral. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  tile  South, 

No.  11.  ) Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  24,  1865. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  F.  Hall,  First 
New  York  V olunteer  Engineers,  provost-marshal-general  of  this  dei)art- 
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nient,  Lieut.  Col.  StewartL.  Woodford,  One  liuudredand  twenty- seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  will  perform  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  G.,  Jamiary  24,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  Grover, 

Commanding,  ffic..  Savannah.,  Ga.: 

General  : In  regard  to  the  stores  to  be  assigned  to  traders,  as  well 
as  other  buildings  and  other  property  to  be  rented,  I wish  to  state  to 
you  that  in  order  to  carry  out  the  idea  of  General  Sherman,  of  every- 
thing being  captures  of  war  and  belonging  as  such  to  the  United 
States,  you  will  collect  rents  from  all  traders  and  others  allowed  to 
occupy  vacant  stores  or  buildings  until  such  times  as  the  presumed 
owners  thereof  satisfy  you  of  their  loyalty,  and  also  of  their  title  to  the 
property.  No  oaths  of  allegiance  must  be  required  or  even  received 
until  you  are  satisfied  of  the  entire  faithfulness  of  the  person  wishing 
to  take  the  oath.  After  you  are  satisfied,  and  have  allowed  the  person 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  you  must  also  allow  him  to  receive 
the  rents  of  his  property.  Whatever  quartermaster  you  direct  to 
receive  rents  or  other  moneys  must  be  required  to  keep  a separate 
account  of  the  same  as  a civil  fund  and  have  said  account  audited 
monthly  by  you.  Tbe  proper  expenses  to  be  charged  to  this  fund  are 
repairs  of  wharves,  roads,  streets,  cleaning  streets,  steam  fire  engine, 
extra  clerks,  &c.  It  must  not  become  known  that  the  taking  the  oath 
will  weigh  in  favor  of  the  claimants  to  property,  although  it  will  in 
reality  as  soon  as  you  are  satisfied  of  the  purity  of  intention  of  the 
persons  desiring  to  take  it. 

Eespectfully,  yours. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Alajor-  General,  Commanding. 


New  York,  January  24,  1865. 

(Eeceived  2.55  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army : 

Arrived  here  last  night  from  Pittsburg  to  make  arrangements  for 
proceeding  with  all  practicable  speed  to  Savannah.  This  moment 
received  your  dispatch.  My  division,  close  upon  0,500  strong,  coming 
up  by  river  to  Pittsburg,  cannot  reach  there  before  Thursday,  owing 
to  the  ice  and  deficiency  of  water  transportation  at  Nashville  on  arrival 
of  the  troops  from  Chattanooga  last  Sunday  week.  First  Brigade  at 
Louisville  before  I left  for  Pittsburg.  Have  telegraphed  my  quarter- 
master at  Pittsburg  to  secure  the  necessary  transportation  to  Wash- 
ington via  Harrisburg  and  Baltimore,  instead  of  to  New  York,  as  pre- 
viously ordered,  subject  to  your  instructions.  I shall  proceed  without 
delay  to  Baltimore  and  await  the  division  there. 

THOMAS  FEANCIS  MEAGHEE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Pittsburg,  January  24^  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  2.20  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  telegram  to  General  Meagher  has  been  shown  to  me.*  Ke  left 
here  yesterday.  Orders  have  been  given  as  directed  by  you.  Troops 
have  not  arrived  and  I am  unable  to  say  where  they  are. 

O.  OEOSS, 

Colonel  and  Deputy  Quartermaster -General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  January  25^  1865 — 12  noon. 
Brevet  Major-General  Meigs,  Quartermaster  - G ener  al : 

I have  received  orders  to  furnish  transportation  to  North  Carolina 
for  some  1,500  troops,  300  artillery  horses,  a pontoon  train  of  30  boats, 
including  44  teams — making  about  500  animals — and  also  350  employes 
of  the  railroad,  with  iron,  &c.  Y^ou  will  observe  that  we  shall  require 
all  the  transportation  of  a suitable  character  that  is  here  now  or  that 
will  arrive  to-day.  I am  expecting  the  Neptune  and  Warrior,  both  of 
which  will  be  required.  Should  the  construction  corps  at  Alexandria 
call  on  you  for  transi)ortation  to  New  Berne  for  men  and  material  I 
request  you  will  furnish  it. 

E.  INGALLS, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Poeotaligo,  S.  (7.,  Jamiary  25,  1865. 

Col.  J.  T.  Conklin, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  Tennessee  : 

Colonel  : I have  ordered  General  Logan  to  move  Friday  morning, 
with  the  wagons  loaded,  from  Beaufort  with  the  portion  of  his  corps 
there,  viz,  Hazen’s,  Woods’,  and  a brigade  of  John  E.  Smith’s ; also  Engi- 
neer Eegiment.  Now,  if  they  don’t  have  enough  supplies  there  they 
can  send  their  supply  wagons  to  Blair’s  landing  and  till  up.  General 
Smith  (John  E.)  will  draw  from  Hatch’s  landing.  Don’t  fear  to  send 
up  too  large  a quantity,  for  Hatch  will  stay  here  and  can  live  on  what 
they  leave.  Thirty  days’  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
days’  hard  bread,  what  meat  we  can  get  in,  five  days’  forage.  I mean 
either  that  or  the  nearest  approximation.  My  headquarters  will  be  at 
Blair’s  landing.  We  must  leave  here  all  right  Monday  next  (this  suh 
rosa). 

Eespectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  1 Headquarters  Department  and 

> Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No  5.  ) Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  25,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  instructions  of  the  major-general  commanding 
relative  to  his  staff  and  headquarters,  in  view  of  the  coming  canq)aign, 
viz : 

I.  The  headquarters  for  the  field  will  be  strii)ped  of  every  article 
not  strictly  necessary  in  tlie  field.  Officers’  baggage  and  office  furni- 


See  p.  119. 
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ture  will  be  reduced  as  mucli  as  possible,  and  so  arranged  as  to  occupy 
but  little  room.  Flys  will  be  used  for  shelter,  one  tent  for  office  pur- 
poses only  being  allowed.  All  surplus  baggage,  boxes,  and  office  furni- 
ture will  remain  with  the  established  headquarters  in  charge  of  a 
proper  officer,  ready  for  shipment  to  a new  base,  when  orders  to  such 
effect  shall  be  given.  Maj.  E.  Whittlesey , judge- advocate,  is  announced 
as  commandant  of  headquarters  in  the  field,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly.  The  following-named  officers  of  the  staff'  will 
accompany  and  be  with  the  major-general  commanding  in  the  field: 
Col.  James  Wilson,  provost-marshal-general;  CoL  J.  T.  Conklin,  chief 
quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  assistant  insjjector- gen- 
eral; Lieut.  Col.  D.  Eemick,  chief  commissary;  Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 
assistant  adjutant- general;  Maj.  T.  W.  Osborn,  chief  of  artillery;  Maj. 
E.  Whittlesey,  judge  advocate;  Capt.  C.  B.  Eeese,  chief  engineer; 
Capt.  D.  H.  Buel,  chief  ordnance  officer;  Capt.  E.  P.  Pearson,  jr.,  chief 
commissary  of  musters;  Capt.  F.  W.  Gilbreth,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  P. 
A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer;  First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Sampson,  Signal  Corps, 
U.  S.  Army;  First  Lieut.  William  N.  Taylor,  First  Illinois  Light  Artil- 
lery, acting  aide  de-camp;  First  Lieut.  Amos  Stickney,  Engineer  Corps, 
U.  S.  Army;  First  Lieut.  John  A.  Mills,  acting  assistant  quartermas- 
ter; Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Sladen,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general;  Asst. 
Surg.  D.  L.  Huntington,  U.  S.  Army,  assistant  medical  director;  Actg. 
Asst.  Surg.  E.  A.  Duncan,  U.  S.  Army,  staff'  and  escort  surgeon. 

II.  The  following-named  will  remain  at  the  established  headquarters: 
Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart,  assistant  adjutant- general,  in  charge  of  office 
and  headquarters;  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Boss,  First  Michigan  Artillery, 
in  charge  of  artillery  department;  Capt.  W.  C.  Ide,  Thirteenth  Infantry, 
assistant  chief  commissary  of  musters;  Actg.  Asst.  Surg.  I.  L.  Hoo- 
ver, U.  S.  Army;  First  Lieut.  L.  T.  Wilms,  Thirty-seventh  Ohio 
Infantry,  acting  assistant  quartermaster. 

III.  Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  author- 
ized to  perform  all  duties  pertaining  to  his  office,  and  to  act  and  sign 
by  order  of  the  major-general  commanding  in  his  absence,  the  same  as 
if  he  were  present. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 


SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assist a7it  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  and 


Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Beaufort^  S.  C.,  January  25^  1865. 


# # * * * 


III.  The  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry  and  detachment 
of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  now  in  camp  near  this  point, 
will  forthwith  proceed  to  Pocotaligo  and  report  to  Major-General  Blair, 
commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Cor[)S,  for  duty  until  the  corps  to 
which  they  belong  joins  the  army  in  the  field. 

******* 

IX.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Cori)S, 
will  on  Friday  morning,  the  27th  instant,  mov^e  such  portion  of  his 
command  as  may  then  be  at  this  point,  with  wagons  loaded  with  as 
much  forage  and  subsistence  as  can  be  obtained,  to  Garden’s  Corners, 
where  he  will  rei)ort  to  the  major-general  commanding  for  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  6.  Howard: 


SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Pocotaligo  Landing^  S.  (7.,  January  25^  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Woods, 

Commanding  Brigade^  Garden's  Corners: 

General:  Keeonnaissances  are  being  made  toward- Salkehatchie, 
and  it  is  imi)ortant  tliat  you  should  keep  up  the  movement  from  Gar- 
den’s Corners.  Continue  it  until  further  orders.  If  you  can  procure 
boats  you  will  make  an  effort  to  cross  at  or  near  Combahee  Ferry,  but 
the  general  does  not  wish  it  done  at  the  loss  of  life.  It  is  merely  to 
attract  the  enemy’s  attention. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

JOS.  A.  SLADE^I, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutaiit- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Pocotaligo.^  8.  C.,  January  25.,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division j Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  cause 
two  regiments  from  your  command  to  report  at  tlie  railroad  depot  at 
daylight  to-morrow.  Captain  Henley,  aide-de-camp,  will  take  them  to 
the  point  they  are  expected  to  occu]:)y.  General  Mower  will  endeavor 
to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  above  the  bridge,  and  these  regiments  are 
intended  to  cover  certain  roads  in  his  rear.  Send  with  them  one  wagon 
of  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HeADQI  ARTERS  SEVENTEENTH  ArMY  CoRPS, 

Pocotaligo^  S.  C.,  January  25^  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
one  brigade  from  your  command  to  Salkehatchie  bridge,  starting  at  7 
a.  111.  to-morrow,  with  instructions  to  make  a demonstration  against 
the  enemy  at  that  iioint  and  feign  an  attemjit  to  force  a crossing,  so  as 
to  draw  their  attention  from  General  Mower’s  attempt  at  crossing  above. 
The  general  wishes  the  skirmish  line  pushed  up  as  close  to  the  river  as 
])ossible,  but  care  mnst  be  taken  to  prevent  loss.  He  wishes  the  posi- 
tion taken  intrenched  and  held  until  your  brigade  is  relieved  by  forces 
from  General  Hatch’s  command.  Should  General  Mower’s  movements 
cause  the  enemy  to  evacuate,  your  brigade  will  push  across  and  occupy 
the  works. 

A'ery  resjiectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GADLE,  Jr., 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing, 
tSavannah^  Ga.^  January  25^  1865, 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Dear  General:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  lias  just  come  to  hand. 
I ordered  Davis  yesterday  to  resume  his  inarch  this  morning  at  day- 
light, and  directed  Williams  to  push  a division,  if  possible,  from 
Purysburg  toward  the  ferry.  These  orders  are  now  being  executed. 
Davis  has  gone  with  Morgan’s  division.  I shall  order  Geary  forward 
to-morrow,  and  shall  advise  Corse  to  move  at  the  same  time  on  one  of 
the  other  roads.  I shall  send  my  headquarters  teams  with  Geary’s 
division  and  go  up  the  river  on  one  of  the  transports.  This  will  give 
me  an  opportunity  to  stop  at  Purysburg  and  give  whatever  new  orders 
may  be  necessary;  also  to  see  the  gun-boat  and  send  it  above  the 
ferry.  I shall  probably  arrive  at  Sister’s  Ferry  as  soon  as  the  head  of 
Davis’  column  can  reach  there.  I shall  hear  from  Davis  this  evening 
as  to  the  jirogress  made  to-day,  and  will  write  you  again  before  leaving 
here. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  January  25^  1865, 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second,  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  move  with  your  command,  to-morrow  morning,  for  Sister’s  Ferry, 
following  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  You  can  march  on  either  of  the  roads, 
selecting  the  best.  The  general  directs  that  you  take  charge  of  all  the 
trains  of  the  corps  now  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  march  them  with 
your  column.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  starts  to-day,  and  will  march  on 
three  roads.  Upon  arriving  at  Sister’s  Ferry  you  will  cross  your  com- 
mand and  rejoin  the  corps. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  25,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  8 a.  m.  Further  instructions 
will  be  issued  this  afternoon. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  January  25,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding,  Ac.,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 

General:  The  provisions,  Ac.,  sent  on  the  Greyhound  and  Daniel 
Webster  should  be  received  and  turned  over  to  the  mayor,  Mr.  Arnold, 
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and  facilities,  &c.,  afforded  in  getting  the  vessels  to  the  dock.  There 
are  some  private  goods  on  both  these  vessels  which  I am  willing  to  have 
landed  and  sold  at  Savannah.  The  persons  owning  them  have  given 
the  freight  of  the  provisions  for  the  poor  of  Savannah. 

Eespectfiilly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  25,  1865, 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Willardh  Hotel: 

General  : Your  corps  will  embark  at  Alexandria  as  rapidly  as  trans- 
ports can  be  prepared.  The  first  division  will  proceed  to  the  vicinity 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  landing  at  Federal  Point  or  up  Gape  Fear  Eiver, 
as  may  be  deemed  best  on  their  arrival.  The  second  division  will 
proceed  to  Beaufort,  landing  at  that  place,  unless  orders  to  the  con- 
trary are  received  there.  The  remainder  will  touch  at  Fort  Monroe  for 
orders,  and  are  expected  to  land  near  Wilmington  or  Beaufort,  as  Gen- 
eral Grant  may  direct.  General  Meagher’s  provisional  division  will 
be  ordered  to  report  to  you  till  it  can  join  General  Sherman. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Washington,  D.  0.,  January  25,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Warren,  Ohio: 

The  commanding- general  directs  that  you  reiiort  in  person  without 
delay  for  duty  with  your  command. 


J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  Depot, 
Washington,  I).  C.,  January  25,  1865,  (Eeceived  10.16  a.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

First  train  ot  troops  arrived  about  3 this  a.  m.  and  was  run  direct  to 
Alexandria.  The  cars  have  been  returned,  and  are  now  on  the  way 
west.  Two  trains  are  east  of  Monocacy,  one  having  passed  that  point 
at  7.35  and  one  at  8.08  this  a.  m. 

GEO.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Depot, 
Washington,  J),  C,,  January  25,  1865,  (Eeceived  10.35  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Second  train  of  troops  arrived  at  7.15,  third  train  at  7.20,  and  fourth 
at  7.30.  They  have  been  started  for  Alexandria. 


G.  S.  KOONTZ. 
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Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

I arrived  here  last  evening. 


New  YorKj  January  25^  1865. 

(Eeceived  10.25  a.  m.) 


Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General. 


Nev/  Y^ork,  January  26,  1865. 

(Received  12  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Just  arrived  after  a rough  passage  on  steamer  Monterey.  Gould  not 
land  at  Cape  Fear.  Left  Savannah  lOth,  Port  Royal  22d.  Wet  and 
stormy  weather.  General  Sherman  still  at  Savannah.  Cotton  being 
shipped  at  rate  of  800  to  1,000  bales  per  day.  Treasury  and  War 
Departments  working  smoothly  and  harmoniously. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Ficldj  Pocotaligo^  S.  C.,  January  26 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Aryny  of  the  Tennessee  : 

General:  General  Mower  is  still  maneuvering  against  the  Salke- 
hatchie  bridge  and  it  is  important  the  movement  from  Garden’s  Cor- 
ners should  be  kept  up.  Continue  it  until  you  receive  further  orders.  If 
boats  can  be  obtained,  let  an  effort  be  made  to  cross,  but  I do  not  wish 
it  done  at  the  risk  of  loss  of  life — merely  to  attract  the  enemy’s  atten- 
tion. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-Genera f Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  } Hdors.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.’ 17.  . ] Beaufort,  S.  C.,  January  26,  1865. 

# 

III.  The  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division  will  move  from 
their  present  camp  toward  Garden’s  Corners  at  8 o’clock  to-morrow 
morning,  the  brigade  and  regimental  teams  following  in  rear  of  their 
respective  brigades.  The  division  train,  under  direction  of  the  offi- 
cers in  the  quartermaster’s  and  ordnance  departments,  will  follow  the 
division  to  Garden’s  Corners,  the  wagons  loaded  with  all  the  forage 
and  supplies  that  can  be  taken. 

IV.  Brigade  commanders  will  send  into  Beaufort  forthwith  all  bag- 
gage, boxes,  Ac.,  to  be  lel't  in  accordance  with  orders  from  department 
headquarters  to  be  stored  with  thejiost  quartermaster,  who  is  ready  to 
give  memorandum  receipts  for  such  property  as  may  be  left  under  his 
control. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  11.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Brio.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Beaufort^  0.,  January  26^  1865. 

Oapt.  S.  M.  Budlono, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Captain  : I am  here  with  my  command  under  orders  from  Major-Gen- 
eral Logan  to  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Smith,  at  Pocotaligo. 
Have  wagons  and  baggage  of  brigade,  also  ambulances  aud  wagons 
left  behind  of  Third  Division,  but  no  teams.  Transportation  could 
not  be  furnished  for  them  when  I came.  Lieutenant  Gorgas  is  behind 
with  detail  to  bring  them  forward  as  soon  as  possible.  Lieutenant 
Gorgas  will  endeavor  also  to  bring  up  the  wagons  of  train  that  were 
abandoned  in  the  march  at  Savannah. 

. I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  McCOVfN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

iSavamiah,  Ga.,  January  26,  1865. 

Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbuj', 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
out  with  your  entire  command  on  the  road  designated  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instruction  s sent  you  yesterday.  The  general  desires  that 
you  inspect  and  thoroughly  repair  the  road  as  far  as  you  move,  so  that 
the  supply  trains  can  move  without  impediment.  You  will  move  eight 
or  not  to  exceed  ten  miles  and  await  there  the  arrival  of  the  division, 
when  you  will  take  the  advance,  with  such  instructions  as  will  be  given 
you  hereafter.  The  general  wishes  you  to  move  by  8 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
the  27th  instant,  irrespective  of  the  Twentieth  Corps.  A staff  officer 
from  these  headquarters  will  accompany  you  to  designate  the  l oute. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  EVEKTS, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  23.  J Poeotaligo,  tS.  C.,  January  26,  1865. 

******* 

II.  The  extra  baggage,  tents,  &c.,  of  this  command  will  be  sent  to 
the  wharf  on  Pocotaligo  River  to-morrow,  for  shipment  to  Hilton  Head, 
instead  of  being  taken  to  Beaufort,  as  ordered  in  Special  Orders,  No. 
23,  of  this  date.  Lieut.  William  E.  Ware,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Seventeenth  Army  Cori)s,  will  have  charge  of  the  storing  and 
direction  of  the  future  movements  of  the  baggage. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  26, 1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Dicision  of  the  Alississqypi  : 

Dear  General:  Davis  made  a good  march  yesterday  and  found 
the  roads  in  fair  condition.  I have  heard  nothing  from  Williams.  I 
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leave  here  on  transport  to-morrow  morning  and  shall  stop  at  Purys- 
burg.  I think  we  shall  be  at  Sister’s  Ferry  on  the  day  mentioned  in 
your  letter — the  29th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Springfield^  Ua.,  January  26,,  1865 — 11.15  a,  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staffs  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  The  head  of  my  division  passing  through  Springfield.  I 
shall  move  about  a mile  to  the  first  gooh  camping  ground.  I hear 
nothing  from  General  Baird.  Iverson’s  cavalry  are  said  to  be  seven 
miles  from  here.  A few  of  the  enemy’s  pickets  have  been  struck.  I 
await  further  orders.  Koad  about  Ebenezer  Creek  is  badj  from  there 
to  this  point,  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  26,  1865, 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  to-morrow  morning  to  Sister’s  Ferry.  He  directs  that 
you  take  charge  of  and  conduct  to  that  place  all  trains  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  now  here.  Captain  Whittelsey,  acting  chief  quartermaster,  will 
be  instructed  to  report  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  3.  ) Savannah,  Ga.,  January  26,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow.  Order  of  brigades: 
First,  Second,  Third.  Knap’s  battery  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade. 
*#*«:*** 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


POCOTALIGO  River,  January  26,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General  : I went  over  the  defenses  at  Pocotaligo  to-day,  and  waited 
as  long  as  I could  on  account  of  the  falling  tide  in  hopes  of  seeing  you. 
I wished  to  ask  you  if  you  would  not  consider  the  advisability  of 
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vacating  the  intrenched  camp  that  you  have  ordered  to  be  established 
after  you  have  passed  so  far  on  your  march  as  to  have  entirely  cut 
loose  from  any  connection  by  the  way  of  Pocotaligo.  The  force  to  hold 
such  a camp  will  require  to  be  larger  than  I at  first  supposed — say  3,000 
men — while  if  the  object  be  to  secure  debouching  avenues  it  will  be 
defeated,  probably,  by  the  enemy  by  his  blocking  the  roads  at  defiles 
or  other  good  defensible  points.  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
force  be  retained  in  such  a position  only  until  a positive  result  has 
been  obtained  from  your  march  and  you  are  entirely  beyond  Columbia. 
Then,  if  Charleston  be  taken,  to  allow  the  force  to  guard  the  railroad 
for  our  future  use;  but  if  that  city  does  not  fall,  to  have  this  force 
destroy  this  road  as  far  as  possible  and  then  retire  to  Port  Eoyal 
Island,  to  be  used  in  attacks,  as  at  Bull’s  Bay  and  Georgetown,  or  other 
places  that  have  to  be  assailed  as  demonstrations.  I beg  that  you  will 
pardon  me  for  my  suggestions.  I only  desire  to  make  myself  as  useful 
as  possible,  and  therefore  to  have  available  as  large  a force  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,'  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — We  found^only  seven  inches  in  Pocotaligo  Creek  at  low  tide. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Washington.,  B.  C.,  January  26^  1865. 

The  corps  will  embark  at  Alexandria  as  soon  as  practicable  and 
move  as  follows,  viz,  the  Third  Division,  Major-General  Cox  command- 
ing, will  embark  first  and  move  at  once  to  the  vicinity  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  landing  at  Federal  Point  or  higher  up  the  river,  as  may  be  found 
expedient.  The  Second  Division,  Major-General  Couch  commanding, 
will  move  to  Beaufort  and  land  there  unless  contrary  orders  be  received 
at  that  place.  The  First  Division,  Brigadier-General  Ruger  command- 
ing, will  touch  at  Fortress  Monroe  for  orders  from  the  major-general 
commanding  or  Lieutenant-General  Grant.  It  is  expected  the  division 
will  go  to  Beaufort  or  Wilmington.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyd,  chief 
quartermaster,  will  confer  with  Brigadier- General  Rucker,  assistant 
chief  quartermaster,  in  reference  to  transportation,  and  inform  the 
division  commanders,  who  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore  and  Ohio  Depot, 
January  26,  1865.  (Received  8.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Fifth  train  of  troops  arrived  at  5 o’clock,  and  the  sixth  train  at  7 
o’clock  this  p.  m.  Troops  unloaded  and  put  in  barracks. 

G.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  8.  G.,  January  27,  1865. 
Alaj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  I).  G. : 

General:  We  had  heavy  and  continuous  rains  up  to  and  including 
the  24th  instant,  causing  all  tlie  rivers,  the  Savannah  included,  to  over- 
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flow  their  banks,  and  making  the  roads  simply  impassable.  I came  up 
to  this  point  on  the  25th,  and  with  the  troops  here.  Seventeenth  Corps, 
have  been  demonstrating  against  the  Salkehatchie,  but  that  stream  is 
out  of  its  banks  and  we  cannot  cross.  1 only  aim  to  drive  the  enemy 
over  toward  Edisto,  a little  farther  from  our  flank,  when  I move  against 
the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road.  I have  in  person  reconnoitered  the 
ground  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  Coosawhatchie,  and  And  the 
country  very  low  and  intersected  by  creeks  and  points  of  salt  marsh, 
making  roads  very  bad,  but  I am  pushing  to  get  the  Eight  Wing  here, 
and  have  official  notice  from  General  Slocum  that  he  had  the  Twen- 
tieth Corps,  General  Williams,,  on  this  side  the  Savannah  at  Purys- 
burg,  and  on  the  25th  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Davis,  would 
resume  his  march  from  Cherokee  Hill,  ten  miles  out  of  Savannah, 
where  he  was  caught  by  the  rain-storm,  so  that  I expect  to  hear  of  the 
Lelt  Wing  and  cavalry  reaching  Sister’s  Ferry  to-morrow.  A gun- 
boat and  fleet  of  transports  will  attend  the  Left  Wing  up  the  Savan- 
nah Eiver,  and  General  Slocum  is  ordered  to  replenish  his  wagons, 
rendezvous  at  Eobertsville,  and  report  his  readiness  to  me. 

I expect  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  viz,  February  1,  to  be  all  ready, 
when  I will  move  rapidly  up  toward  Barnwell  and  wheel  to  the  right 
on  the  railroad  at  Midway,  leaving  Branchville  to  the  right;  after 
destroying  that  road  I will  move  on  Orangeburg,  and  so  on  to  Colum- 
bia, avoiding  any  works  the  enemy  may  construct  in  my  path,  and 
forcing  him  to  tight  me  in  oi)en  ground,  if  he  risk  battle.  I will  use 
Hatch’s  division,  of  Foster’s  command  (4,000),  to  cover  my  movement  by 
posting  it  between  this  and  Salkehatchie  bridge.  You  will  note  that 
our  position  is  now  nearer  Branchville  than  from  Charleston.  I get 
a lew  deserters  and  have  made  some  prisoners,  who  report  cavalry  only 
between  me  and  Barnwell  and  infantry  between  me  and  Charleston. 

Of  course,  I shall  keep  up  the  delusion  of  an  attack  on  Charleston 
always,  and  have  instructed  General  Foster  to  watch  the  harbor  close 
from  Morris  Island,  and  when  he  hears  of  my  being  on  the  railroad 
near  Branchville  to  make  a landing  at  Bull’s  Bay,  and  occupy  the 
Georgetown  road,  twenty-four  miles  east  of  Charleston.  Admiral 
Dahlgren  will  also  keep  up  the  demonstration  on  Charleston.  My 
chief  difficulty  will  be  to  supply  my  army,  but  on  this  point  I must 
risk  a good  deal,  based  upon  the  idea  that  w here  other  people  live  we 
can,  even  if  they  have  to  starve  or  move  away. 

Weather  is  now  cold  and  clear.  1 will  write  again. 

I am,  with  respect,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAY, 
ilfu/or-  (hmeral,  Commandhu], 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Focotaligo^  S.  C.,  January  27, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff j Washington,  J).  C.: 

General:  In  making  up  our  list  for  brevets  in  Savannah  I am  sat- 
isfied we  did  an  act  of  injustice  to  a most  worthy  brigade  commander. 
Colonel  Fste,  of  an  Ohio  regiment,  whose  name  and  credentials  you 
will  tind  in  the  list  accompanying  the  official  re])orts.  I would  respect- 
fully urge  that  he  be  brevetted  brigadier-general  on  a perfect  footing 
with  those  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Savannah.  I am  afraid 
the  lists  are  made  so  extensive  that  the  Army  will  be  over-burdened 
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with,  brevets,  aud  would  infinitely  prefer  that  vacancies  be  created  by 
mustering  out  absentees  and  giving  the  real  rank  to  the  worthy  men 
actually  present  on  duty. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  PocotaMgo,  January  27,  1805.  (Received  29th.) 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron: 

Dear  Admiral  : I have  now  reconnoitered  all  the  country  from  the 
Salkehatchie  bridge  back  to  and  including  Coosawhatchie.  The 
enemy  had  fortified  every  path  leading  from  the  various  landings  to 
the  railroad,  and  could  have  bothered  us  a good  deal  had  we  not  got 
Pocotaligo  in  the  way  we  did  by  the  several  diversions  and  the  quick, 
prompt  attack.  From  here  we  will  find  no  trouble  in  getting  an  offing. 

I have  official  reports  that  Slocum  got  off  for  Sister’s  Ferry  on  the 
2oth,  and  he  should  be  there  to  morrow. 

It  will  take  him  till  Monday  or  Tuesday  to  cross  over,  load  his 
wagons,  and  rendezvous  at  Robertsville,  when  we  will  be  off.  I hope 
this  cold,  clear  weather  will  last  for  that  time,  as  the  roads  here  would 
cut  to  the  hub  after  an  hour’s  rain. 

I have  been  feeling  the  Oombahee  Ferry  and  also  at  the  bridge,  but 
the  river  is  over  its  banks  and  fills  the  swamps  for  a mile  back,  too 
deep  at  points  to  wade  and  too  shallow  at  others  to  use  boats.  I can 
only  see  a few  rebels  on  the  other  bank,  but  a prisoner  captured  says 
there  is  a brigade  back  a short  distance  and  a considerable  force  about 
Green  Pond,  ten  miles  east  of  this.  We  find  no  enemy  this  side  of  the 
Salkehatchie,  except  cavalry,  which  is  simply  watching  us,  but  I will 
clear  it  away  in  a hurry  when  we  are  ready  to  move.  I will  be  sure  to 
let  you  know  the  moment  we  are  off,  and  will  leave  Hatch’s  division, 
of  Foster’s  command,  here  to  cover  our  movement. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  27,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

General  : General  Logan  moved  one  division  (Hazen’s)  to  the  vicinity 
of  Port  Royal  Ferry  and  another  (General  Woods’)  to  Garden’s  Corners. 
Supplies  had  not  arrived  at  Beaufort  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  the 
wagons  when  the  divisions  left.  Hazen’s  transportation,  however,  is 
still  at  Beaufort,  and  1 understand  that  supplies  have  arrived,  so  that 
he  will  be  able  to  fill  up.  General  Logan  says  that  General  Easton 
would  not  allow  him  boats,  so  that  there  are  some  (>00  mules  not  yet 
over.  General  Slocum  had  not  left  Savannah  yesterday  afternoon  at 
2 o’clock.  Corse  will  follow  Geary’s  division.  1 perceive  by  General 
Foster’s  note  that  we  will  have  i)lenty  of  supplies  now.  General  Logan 
was  here  in  person  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

NOo  2.  ) Bemifort,  8.  0.,  January  27^  1865. 

******* 

III.  The  First  Regiment  Engineers  Missouri  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 
William  Tweeddale  commanding,  having  arrived  at  this  point,  will,  as 
soon  as  its  transportation  can  he  made  ready,  i)roceed  to  Blair’s  land- 
ing on  Pocotaligo  River,  and  encamp  as  near  thereto  as  practicable, 
reporting  arrival  toCapt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.  ) Beaufort^  8.  (7.,  January  27^  1865. 

******* 

V.  Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  is  hereby  established  at 
Beaufort,  S.  C.  Capt.  H.  N.  Wheeler,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  is  assigned  as  in  charge.  All  office  desks  and  records  not 
taken  with  the  command  in  the  field  will  be  left  in  his  charge.  Captain 
Wheeler  with  headquarters  will  rejoin  the  corps  at  such  points  as  may 
be  hereafter  designated. 

******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div., 

C Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ) Beaufort^  8.  0.,  January  27^  1865. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  26,  of  date  January  26,  1865, 
from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  the  undersigned  hereby 
assumes  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps.  Your  general  congratulates  himself  on  his  assignment 
to  troops  whose  discipline  is  so  marked,  whose  valor  has  been  so  well 
tried,  and  who  have  won  by  heroic  deeds  so  brilliant  a name  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  war.  Your  career  is  well  known  to  him.  He  was  an  eye- 
witness to  your  proud  achievements  at  Jackson,  Chami)ion’s  Hill,  and 
Vicksburg.  At  Mission  Ridge,  Allatoona,  and  Resaca  you  nobly  sus- 
tained your  title  as  heroes  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  It  was  our 
division,  which,  under  its  gallant  commander,  by  sleepless  vigilance 
and  determined  bravery,  preserved  intact  our  long  line  of  communica- 
tion during  the  tedious,  bloody,  but  at  last  triumphant  campaign  of 
Atlanta.  Let  us  not  abate  our  ardor.  The  end  of  the  conflict  is  near. 
Let  us  be  found  at  the  final  victory  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  friends 
of  truth,  justice,  and  constitutional  liberty,  the  champions  and  vindi- 
cators of  an  American  nationality. 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ) Savannah^  Ga.,  January  27^  1865. 

The  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  this  division  will  inarch  at  7 a.  m. 
to-morrow,  the  28th  instant,  the  men  carrying  three  days’  rations  in 
haversacks,  in  the  following  order,  taking  the  Louisville  pike,  viz: 

I.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brigadier- General  Bice  commanding,  with 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  the  center  of  his  com- 
mand and  throwing  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  ordnance  train. 

IL  Trains  in  following  order:  First,  ambulance;  second,  ordnance; 
third,  brigade  trains;  fourth,  division  supply  trains. 

III.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  which 
will  form  the  rear  of  the  column  and  keep  well  closed  u]).  In  setting 
forth  on  another  long  and  arduous  campaign  the  general  commanding 
desires  to  impress  upon  all  commanding  officers  the  necessity  of  hus- 
banding and  using  the  utmost  economy  in  regard  to  supplies,  as  the 
country  through  which  we  are  to  pass  will  afford  but  little  if  any  of  the 
necessities  of  an  army,  either  provisions  or  animals,  and  he  trusts  that 
the  experience  of  the  veteran  and  tried  troops  of  this  command,  who 
have  become  so  familiar  with  the  marches  and  fatigues  of  the  field,  will 
be  sufficient  to  restrain  them  from  a wanton  waste  of  anything  which 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  their  comfort  and  ultimate  success. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Springfield,  Ga.^  January  27.,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  the  pontoniers,  is  now  at 
work  bridging  Ebenezer  Creek.  He  expects  to  have  it  finished  so  that 
your  remaining  wagons  can  cross  soon  after  daylight.  The  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  delay  your  column  until  you  can  close  up 
these  wagons  and  then  at  once  push  forward  to  the  ferry.  He  desires 
you  to  encamp  upon  the  Augusta  road,  on  the  first  favorable  ground, 
at  least  one  mile  above  Sister’s  Ferry,  establishing  your  line  facing 
northward,  your  right  resting  on  or  near  the  Savannah  River. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  27 j 1865 — 3 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staffs  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel:  My  division  in  camp  five  miles  from  Sister’s  Ferry.  Road 
first  rate  from  the  creek  to  this  point  and  two  miles  beyond,  having 
been  out  that  far,  and  said  to  be  good  to  the  river.  One  of  our  gun- 
boats at  the  ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Second  Division, 

^ Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  4.  ) Monteith  Station^  Ga.,  January  27^  1865. 

This  command  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow.  Order  of  brigades: 
Second,  Third,  First.  Sloan’s  battery  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade 
in  line.  * * * 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Purysburg,  8.  C.,  January  27 j 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that 
you  move  your  command  day  after  to-morrow  morning  as  early  as  pos- 
sible up  the  causeway  as  far  as  Bradham’s  house,  halting  there  unless 
you  receive  further  orders.  He  also  directs  that  you  leave  all  surplus 
stores,  after  loading  all  your  wagons  at  this  place,  and  also  that  you 
leave  one  regiment  to  guard  the  suridus  commissary  stores  that  will 
be  left  here  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Harbert,  acting  commissary.  The 
general  directs  that  you  start  from  here  with  your  wagons  filled  with 
stores  and  with  three  days’  full  rations  in  the  men’s  haversacks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W,  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  18.  C.,  January  27,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Coynmanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Pocotaligo: 

General  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  Admiral  Dahlgren  informs 
me  that  in  obedience  to  your  request,  by  telegram,  he  has  sent  the  fol- 
lowing vessels  to  make  the  demonstrations  requested  by  you,  viz:  To 
the  Combahee  River,  the  gun-boat  Dai  Ching  and  one  armed  tug;  to 
the  South  Edisto,  the  Pawnee  and  one  armed  tug;  to  the  North  Edisto, 
the  Sonoma;  to  the  Stono,  the  Wissahickon,  the  McDonough,  and  two 
mortar  schooners.  In  addition,  I have  directed  General  Potter  to  pro- 
ceed to  Edisto  Island,  and  with  the  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
already  landed  there,  to  make  a strong  demonstration  toward  Willstown, 
on  the  South  Edisto  River,  co  operating  with  the  navy.  I will,  if 
re(piired,  re-enforce  him  as  far  as  necessary.  The  enemy  have  always 
kept  a force  at  Willstown  guarding  the  roads  to  Adams’  INin  and  Jack- 
sonborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Northern  District, 

Dept,  of  the  South,  First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island,  >8.  C.,  January  27,  1865. 
Capt.  G.  H.  Scott,  Comdg.  Blochading  Fleet  off  Charleston : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  eight  deserters  from 
the  Confederate  navy  came  in  last  night  from  Charleston  Harbor. 
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They  possess  valuable  information  regarding-  the  laying  down  of  tor- 
pedoes, and  connected  with  the  sinking  of  the  monitor  Patapsco. 
They  are  at  your  disposal  when  it  suits  your  convenience. 

Very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-  General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hiltoyi  Headj  S.  0.,  January  27.,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ])ut 
. in  writing  the  verbal  instructions  given  to  you  by  him  in  person.  You 
will  x)roceed  at  once  to  Edisto  Island,  and  with  the  military  force  there 
demonstrate  strongly  against  the  enemy  in  co-operation  with  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUKGEK, 

A ssistan t A dj utant-G enera  1. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Coast  Division, 

Department  of  the  South, 

Xo.  44.  ) Deveaux’s  Neck,  8.  (7.,  January  27, 1865. 

##**#** 

II.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  E.  X.  Hallowell,  will  move  to-morrow 
as  soon  after  daylight  as  possible  to  a new  position  near  Pocotaligo. 
The  men  will  carry  in  tbeir  knapsacks  and  haversacks  five  days’  rations. 
All  property  belonging  to  the  brigade  that  cannot  be  readily  carried 
by  the  troops  will  lie  left  in  camp  under  a small  guard  and  will  be 
shipped  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  for  storage.  Two  wagons  will  report  to 
Colonel  Hallowell  for  transportation  of  the  necessary  baggage  of  the 
brigade  and  headquarters  to  its  new  camp. 

III.  The  Artillery  Brigade  will  move  to  morrow  morning  in  rear  of 
the  Second  Brigade  to  a new  iiosition  near  Pocotaligo,  which  will  be 
designated.  Five  days’  rations  and  as  much  forage  as  can  be  carried 
on  the  carriages  will  be  taken.  Cannoneers  will  march.  One  wagon 
will  be  ordered  to  report  for  transportation  of  the  actually  necessary 
baggage  and  foriige.  A small  guard  will  be  left  to  move  and  ship  to 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  such  property  as  cannot  be  transported. 

IV.  The  First  Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Xew 
York  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Coosawhatchie,  will  move  as  early  as 
possible  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  to  a position  to  be  designated  near 
Pocotaligo.  Five  days’  rations  will  be  carried  by  the  men  in  their  haver- 
sacks and  knapsacks.  Two  wagons  will  report  to  brigade  headquar- 
ters to-morrow  evening  for  transportation  of  the  necessary  baggage. 
All  heavy  baggage  will  be  sent  to-morrow  to  the  landing  to  be  shipped 
to  Hilton  Head  for  storage. 

V.  The  cavalry  will  move  to  morrow  at  an  early  hour.  Three  days’ 
rations  and  forage  will  be  carried.  One  wagon  will  report  to  the  cav- 
alry for  trans])ortation  of  for  age  and  necessary  heavy  baggage. 

VI.  In  the  new  movement  brigade  commanders  will  be  allowed  to 
transport  two  wall  tents  each.  Xo  other  tents  except  shelter-tents  will 
be  allowed  in  the  command. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  4.  P.  Hatch: 

LEOXAKD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Florida,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 
Jacksonville^  Fla.j  January  27^  1865, 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  South  : 

Captain:  Yesterday  I went  up  the  Saint  John's  fifteen  miles  on  the 
steamer  Hale.  On  my  return  I was  informed  that  a small  party,  some 
forty  men,  were  sent  out  by  Colonel  Tilghman  to  bring  in  a family  and 
household  goods,  and  hoping  to  capture  a rebel  soldier  lurking  about 
the  neighborhood  of  the  house  to  which  the  party  was  sent.  Colonel 
Tilghman’s  report  is  forwarded  with  the  report  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  party.  Probably  more  of  the  squad  will  come  in,  but  still 
there  is  enough  of  the  disaster  to  give  some  force  to  the  application 
made  for  cavalry  in  this  district.  As  such  application  was  approved, 
by  the  general  commanding  the  department,  I trust  they  may  be  sent 
without  delay.  There  are  so  many  facilities  for  giving  information  of 
our  slightest  movements  to  the  enemy,  that,  without  horses  to  make 
rapid  movements  possible,  we  are  subject  to  such  petty  disgraces  at 
any  time. 

I visited  Saint  Augustine  on  Sunday  last.  I found  the  command  in 
as  good  condition  as  I expected,  but  that  was  anything  but  satisfactory. 

Colonel  Wilcoxson’s  report  will  exhibit  the  necessity  for  additional 
force.  I can  only  renew  my  application  for  more  troops.  Two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  with  a light  battery,  ought  to  be 
sent  here  as  soon  as  practicable.  With  such  a force  I could,  I believe, 
clean  this  part  of  Florida  of  all  rebel  forces  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 


Washington  Depot,  January  27,  1865, 

(Keceived  11.55  a.  m.) 


Seventh  train  of  troops  arrived  at  7 this  a.  m. 

GEO.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 


Washington  Depot,  January  27,  1865, 

(Received  4 p.  m.) 


Eighth  train  of  troops  arrived  at  2,  and  ninth  at  2.30,  this  p.  m. 

G.  S.  KOONTZ. 


Flag- SHIP  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  Fiver,  ISf.  C.,  January  28,  1865, 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Dear  General:  I don’t  know  that  this  will  reach  you  for  some 
time,  but  I write  at  a venture.  We  have  settled  down  at  Fort  Fisher 
and  have  almost  forgotten  that  it  ever  belonged  to  the  rebels.  We 
don’t  propose  to  do  anything  more,  but  hold  on  for  you  to  come  here 
and  bag  these  fellows.  They  are  working  like  beavers  at  their  forts  on 
the  river.  They  hold  some  heavy  positions  and  have  some  fifty  guns 
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at  different  points  to  keep  ns  out.  I have  no  doubt  I could  go  up  when 
I please,  but  there  is  no  object  in  doing  so.  The  rebels  would  only 
burn  and  destroy  everything,  and  alter  their  panic  is  over  they  may 
think  it  best  to  save  the  cotton  until  your  coming,  which  at  present  they 
know  nothing  about.  In  the  meantime  I am  maneuvering  to  make  them 
believe  we  are  going  to  attack  them,  and  keep  them  on  the  alert,  add- 
ing to  present  works  and  building  others.  We  have  a strong  double 
line  of  defense  across  the  neck,  where  stands  Fort  Fisher.  This  line  is 
three  miles  from  the  fort  and  protected  by  about  thirty  gun-boats, 
with  heavy  guns.  Bragg  talks  of  retaking  the  fort.  I hope  he  may 
try  it.  I have  made  arrangements  for  your  transports,  when  they 
come  here,  to  go  to  Smith ville  and  await  your  coming  in.  In  case  the 
Cape  Fear  Kiver  is  obstructed  (which  it  is)  you  can  immediately  get 
supplies  from  Smith  ville.  There  is  a good  road  leading  out  to  about 
where  you  will  come  in.  General  Grant  said  he  would  send  provisions 
for  you  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.  I keep  vessels  there,  and  have  directed  the 
officer  in  command  to  have  them  ready  to  send  here  at  a moment’s 
notice.  They  can  be  here  in  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  I send 
for  them.  There  will  be  enough  here  for  a small  portion  of  your  troops. 
I have  dispatch-boats  along  the  coast  to  bring  tidings  of  your  approach, 
and  there  is  one  at  Georgetown,  where  I suppose  some  of  your  folks 
will  drop  in  to  tea. 

I think  the  rebels  are  fortifying  between  this  and  Wilmington,  think- 
ing that  Terry  is  going  to  advance,  and  they  have  assembled  here,  all 
told,  about  10, 000  men,  all  of  whom  you  will  gobble  up  (together  with 
their  artillery  ) when  you  come.  The  chart,  on  tracing  paper,  which  I 
sent  you,  is  correct  up  to  the  1st  of  this  month.  We  are  having  dread- 
ful cold  weather  here.  I hope  you  don’t  feel  it,  although  your  boys 
don’t  mind  it  much. 

Hoping  soon  to  see  you  along  this  way,  when  I will  stop  to  shake 
hands  with  you,  and  then  take  a run  home  for  a few  days,  I remain, 
sincerely  and  truly  yours, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE. 


Special  Orders,  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  45.  ) Washington^  January  28,  1865, 

**##*#* 

32.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Bvt.  Col.  O.  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Army, 
is  hereby  assigned  to  duty,  with  pay  and  emoluments  according  to  his 
brevet  rank,  from  January  13,  1805. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IlDQRS.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Focotaligo,  January  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  Yours  of  yesterday  came  at  night.  If  Easton  did  not 
give  vessels  to  carry  Logan’s  mules  it  was  for  a most  excellent  reason — 
that  he  did  not  have  them.  Slocum  reports  that  he  had  ordered  Davis 
to  move  on  the  25th,  and  he  should  reach  Sister’s  Ferry  to-day;  the 
rear  can  close  on  him  whilst  he  lays  his  bridge.  Slocum  was  to  go 
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by  river  so  as  to  meet  Davis  and  Williami^  there.  I confide  in  his 
energy  and  judgment  to  get  his  command  across  by  Monday.  You 
may  now  let  Foster’s  troops  occupy  tlie  old  fort  at  Pocotaligo  bridge, 
where  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  turnpike  road  crosses.  They  will 
also  hold  Ooosawhatchie  fort,  but  the  main  body  moves  to-day  to  a 
camp  covering  the  Salkehatchie  bridge,  prepared  to  fall  back  on  Poco- 
taligo fort  and  the  works  at  the  depot  now  occupied  by  Mower  and 
Leggett.  You  may  now  move  your  two  corps  to  points  in  front,  north 
of  the  railroad,  and  be  ready  to  march  by  all  the  roads  leading  north 
between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Salkehatchie,  with  yonr  wagons  to 
close  up  the  moment  they  are  loaded.  Eoads  are  now  comparatively 
good.  Giles  Smith’s  division  should  make  room  for  Hatch,  but  Mower 
and  Leggett  can  start  from  their  present  camps. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  should  take  position  to  the  left  or  right  front, 
according  to  yonr  intention  cf  giving  one  or  the  other  the  right  of  your 
movement.  You  will  have  to  get  nearly  up  to  Barnwell  before  turning 
toward  Midway.  The  point  marked  Heywardsville  looks  like  a good 
point  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps  and  could  be  reached  from  the  position  of 
John  E.  Smith’s  cami).  Giles  Smith  could  move  to  the  point  about 
four  miles  north  and  west  of  the  Salkehatchie  bridge,  when  you  would 
have  your  two  corps  all  ready  to  move  by  separate  roads,  viz,  one  fol- 
lowing substantially  the  Salkehatchie  and  the  other  the  Coosawhatchie, 
leaving  Corse  to  make  his  junction  as  arranged  at  Hickory  Hill.  Hatch 
can  supply  his  command  by  boats  altogether,  so  as  not  to  occupy  our 
road  at  all.  You  had  better  begin  this  movement  to-morrow. 

I am,  sir, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo^  January  28 , 1865 — 12  m. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  Your  note  just  received.  I have  given  all  my  officers  to 
understand  that  they  would  not  move  till  Mondaj^,  and  there  is  some 
little  shortness  of  clothing  that  I was  hoping  to  get  distributed  in  the 
present  camps.  If  you  will  permit  me  I think  T can  accomplish  your 
wishes,  limiting  the  movement  simply  to  General  Giles  A.  Smith’s 
division.  General  John  E.  Smith’s  brigade  at  Beaufort,  I think,  will 
get  closed  up  to-day,  but  I fear  not  before  to-morrow^  night.  I had 
intended,  with -your  sanction,  to  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  by  the 
right-hand  road,  and  the  Fifteenth  by  roads  to  the  left  of  it.  Will  it 
be  i)racticable  to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  before  reaching  Walker’s  or 
Rivers’  Bridge!  I mean  by  the  right  corps. 

V ery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  January  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  IVing: 

General:  The  modifications  you  suggest  in  my  general  directions 
are  approved,  and  the  movements  ordered  for  to  morrow-  w ill  be  deferred 
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to  Monday,  provided  the  weather  does  not  change.  You  should  push 
matters  now  that  weather  is  fair,  and  better  leave  behind  those  who  are 
not  ready,  as  do  what  you  may  some  will  not  be  ready.  You  cannot 
count  on  crossing  Salkehatchie  till  you  are  in  Barnwell  District,  nor  is 
it  advisable.  Your  right  flank  should  aim  for  Midway  and  Columbia. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAX, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  3.  \ Beaufort^  8.  C.,  January  28^  1865, 

I.  Maj..  G.  J.  Stolbrand,  Second  Regiment  Illinois  Light  Artillery 
Volunteers,  is  at  his  own  request  relieved  from  further  duty  as  chief 
of  artillery.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  his  term  of  service  (three  years 
in  present  grade)  having  expired  he  will  forthwith  proceed  to  Spring- 
field,  111.,  to  arrange  and  close  his  business  with  the  Government, 
preparatory  to  muster  out  of  the  service.  Quartermaster’s  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

******* 

VI.  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ross,  First  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  is 
relieved  from  further  duty  at  these  headquarters,  and  assigned  as  chief 
of  artillery.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  vice  Major  Stolbrand  relieved,  and 
will  forthwith  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGART, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  25. 

* m 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Near  Pocotaligo^  8.  (7.,  January  28 j 1865. 
* # * # * 


II.  The  following  preliminary  movements  will  take  place  to-morrow: 

1.  The  division  of  General  Giles  A.  Smith  will  move  toward  the 
road  which  runs  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie  and  encamp 
preparatory  to  a forward  movement  on  that  road  Monday  morning.  All 
wagons  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  will  be  so  moved  and  parked  as  to 
leave  the  road  from  Pocotaligo  to  McPhersonville  clear  for  the  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corj)s  by  9 a.  m.  Monday.  The  bridge  train  will  move 
to-morrow,  following  General  Giles  A.  Smith,  and  encamp  in  rear  of  him. 

2.  Movement  for  Monday:  The  Seventeenth  Corps,  Major-General 
Blair,  will  commence  the  forward  movement  by  7 a.  m.,  ascending  the 
Salkehatchie  on  the  west  bank,  making  if  possible  fifteen  miles  from 
Pocotaligo.  The  Fifteenth  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan,  will  move 
forward  to  Heywardsville,  moving  General  John  E.  Smith’s  divis- 
ion by  the  Ridge  road  between  the  Pocotaligo  and  the  Tullifinny,  if 
practicable.  Department  headtpiarters  will  follow  the  leading  divis- 
ion of  the  Seventeenth  Army  0)rx)s.  Whenever  it  is  practicable  corps 
commanders  will  subdivide  their  columns,  moving  on  x)arallel  roads, 
particularly  when  not  in  the  X)resence  of  a large  force;  and  after  the 
leading  division  on  a road  has  taken  u])  a strong  position  for  the  night 
the  succeeding  divisions  need  not  close  ux>  to  nearer  than  two  miles 
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interval  for  each.  The  corps  commanders  will  deviate  from  this  when- 
ever the  presence  of  a large  force  or  other  apparent  necessity  may 
require  it.  Particular  pains  will  be  taken  to  organize  foraging  parties 
for  each  brigade,  battery,  headquarters,  and  detachment,  not  to  exceed 
in  numbers  an  absolute  necessity.  A more  uniform  system  of  distribu- 
tion of  forage  and  rations  than  was  had  during  the  last  campaign  must 
be  secured,  and  every  i)ossible  economy  in  the  issue  of  hard  bread  is 
demanded.  The  Engineer  Kegiment,  after  reaching  Garden’s  Corners, 
will  take  right-hand  road  and  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The 
bridge  train  will  be  kept  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps  for  the  present. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen,  O.  O.  Howard: 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 

Lieutenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  } Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  i Garden'^s  Corners^  S.  0.,  January  28,  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  hereby  announced  as  on  the  staff  of 
the  major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly:  Lieut.  Col.  L.  E.  Yorke,  assistant  inspector-general  and 
chief  of  staff;  Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  L.  Fort,  chief  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Maj.  B.  Niccolls,  medical  director;  Maj.  J. 
M.  Woodworth,  medical  inspector ; Maj.  F.  C.  Gillette,  provost-marshal; 
Capt.  J.  S.  Hoover,  senior  aide-de  camp;  Capt.  William  B.  Pratt,  aide- 
de  camp;  Lieut.  L.  B.  Mitchell,  aide-de-camp  and  chief  ordnance  offi- 
cer; Maj.  A.  C.  Perry,  acting  aide-de-cam]);  Capt.  F.  F.  Whitehead, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Cajit.  H. 
Klostermann,  chief  engineer. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  AVOOHHULL, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Port  Royal  Ferry,  January  28,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

Assistant  Ad,jtttant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

1 inclose  a note  just  received  from  Colonel  Remick,  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  department.  My  reconnoitering  party  on  the  roads 
leading  to  Blair’s  landing  reports  that  before  a loaded  train  can  be 
taken  over  it  as  much  work  will  be  necessary  as  has  been  done  between 
this  point  and  Beaufort.  My  own  opinion  coincides  with  Colonel 
Remick’s,  that  my  trains  should  be  loaded  at  Beaufort,  both  on  the 
score  of  economy  of  time  and  availability  of  roads,  which  are  now  per- 
fectly serviceable  for  loaded  trains  from  Beaufort  to  Garden’s  Corners. 
Not  a moment  shall  be  lost  in  loading  the  stores.  Could  anything  be 
gained  in  already  commencing  the  repairs  of  the  roads  beyond  that 
Xioint? 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Commissary, 

Pocotaligo^  January  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Dear  General:  Captain  Galvin  was  here  to  know  how  many 
stores,  &c.,  you  can  get  from  this  landing.  1 intend  to  have  enough 
here  for  all.  I have  now  150,000  rations  for  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  will  probably  have  more  this  afternoon,  but  at  the  same  time  if  I 
were  in  your  place  I would  load  up  my  train  to  its  full  capacity  at  Beau- 
fort, as  follows : Thirty  days’  sugar  and  coffee,  twelve  to  twenty  days’ 
hard  bread,  two  to  four  days’  salt  meat,  thirty  to  forty  days’  salt,  and 
all  beef  cattle  that  can  be  obtained  at  Beaufort,  and  then  if  you  have 
empty  wagons  (made  so  by  issue)  when  you  get  up  here  I will  load  them 
here  for  you.  A large  lot  of  stores  went  to  Beaufort  yesterday  with 
orders  to  furnish  your  troops  all  they  wanted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  truly,  &c., 

D.  BEMICK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Please  say  to  Colonel  Carpenter  to  do  the  same  with  all  the  trains 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  at  or  near  Beaufort,  as  this  letter  advises 
you  to  do,  and  oblige, 

D.  R. 

Copy  sent  to  Colonel  Carpenter. 

W.  B.  H[AZEN]. 


Special  i Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [ Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  ) In  the  Field,  Old  Eden,  Ga.,  Jajiuary  28,  1865. 

I.  This  command  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  29th  instant, 
on  the  Springfield  road,  via  Springfield,  in  the  following  order: 

First.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  following  his  second  regi- 
ment. 

Second.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding. 

Third.  Trains  as  follows:  First,  ambulance ; second,  ordnance;  third, 
brigade  trains  in  the  order  of  their  brigades,  respectively;  fourth, 
suyiply  trains  of  the  division. 

Fourth.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Rice  commanding. 

Colonel  Adams  will  supply  one  of  his  regiments  with  spades  and  axes 
and  ])ush  it  forward  to  prepare  the  roads  for  trains.  Colonel  Hurlbut 
will  throw  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  ordnance  train.  The  command 
will  move  out  promptly  at  the  hour  designated. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  25.  ) Poeotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  28,  1865. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  25,  extract  II,  depart- 
ment headquarters,  this  date,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith  will  move 
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his  coiniDaiid  at  11  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  a point  on  the  north  side  of  the 
railroad  on  the  road  running-  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie 
Eiver. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower  and  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  will  to-morrow 
cause  their  trains  to  be  parked  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad  and 
east  side  of  the  McPhersonville  road  so  as  to  leave  the  last-named  road 
clear  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps  on  Monday  morning. 

Further  directions  for  the  movements  of  this  command  will  be  given 
to-morrow. 

#***#*# 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Afisistmit  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

j^o.  9.  ) Pocotaligo,  S.  (7.,  January  28^  1865. 

I.  The  movement  contemplated  for  Monday,  the  30th  instant,  will 
commence  to-morrow.  This  division  will  move  at  1 p.  m.  Sunday,  the 
29th  instant,  about  five  miles  on  the  road  running  parallel  to  and  west 
of  the  Salkehatchie  Kiver. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  will  have 
the  advance.  He  will  move  uj)  the  Eleventh  and  Thirteenth  [Iowa] 
Kegiments  in  the  forenoon.  The  Sixteenth  [Iowa]  has  already  been 
ordered  to  report  in  the  morning. 

III.  Until  further  orders  regimental  and  headquarters  trains  will  fol- 
low their  respective  brigades,  ambulances  their  regiments,  and  divis- 
ion headquarters  train  the  headquarters  train  of  the  leading  brigade; 
the  pioneer  train  between  the  brigades;  the  supply  train  in  the  rear  of 
the  division;  the  First  Minnesota  Battery  in  advance  of  the  rear  regi- 
ment of  the  leading  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

AD.  WAEE,  Jr., 
Ai^sistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Focotaliyo  Depot j January  28 j 1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Right  [Left]  Wing : 

General:  General  Williams  reports  to  me  to-daj^  from  Purysburg 
that  you  have  passed  up  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  Sister’s  Ferry  and 
therefore  I infer  you  will  be  there,  and  that  Davis  can  get  out  to 
Eobertsville  by  Monday.  On  that  day  Howard  will  have  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  at  IMcPliersonville  and  tlie  Seventeenth  at  a point  north  of  the 
Salkehatchie  bridge  ready  to  start  the  moment  you  are  ready.  Eemem- 
ber  that  every  day’s  delay  takes  away  one  day’s  rations  from  Howard, 
and,  if  possible,  be  all  ready  to  start  on  Tuesday  from  Eobertsville. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  keep  along  the  east  of  Coosawhatchie,  the 
Seventeenth  along  the  Salkehatchie,  and  will  cross  it  at  Eivers’  Bridge, 
in  Barnwell  District. 

The  order  of  march  and  general  orders  will  be  the  same  as  on  the 
Georgia  march.  Lntil  we  reacli  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  road  1 
want  the  most  rapid  possible  movement — Kilpatrick  to  keep  to  your 
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left  front.  Corse  should  cross  to  your  rear  to  Hickory  Hill  and  fall  in 
with  his  corps  there.  Work  hard  to  load  your  wagons,  and  report  to 
me  here  at  Pocotaligo  Dei)ot  your  readiness  to  move  on  Tuesday  if 
possible.  I think  you  can  hud  two  or  more  good  roads  and  these  will 
improve  as  we  go  north,  unless  the  weather  changes.  It  is  very  impor- 
tant that  we  hurry  to  our  first  point  before  Hood  gets  across  and  makes 
junction  about  Columbia. 

If  you  are  all  ready  on  Tuesday  you  may  act  on  the  supposition  that 
Howard  is  equally  so. 

Let  Kilpatrick  see  this  letter.  I will  shift  over  to  see  you,  up  about 
the  edge  of  Barnwell  District. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  G en era  /,  Commanding/. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Furysburg,  S.  C.,  January  28^  1865. 

Major  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera^  Army  of  Georgia: 

Major  : In  compliance  with  request  of  Major-General  Slocum,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  on 
this  side  of  the  river  have  reached,  with  the  head  of  the  column,  the 
crossing  of  Cypress  Swamp,  where  a bridge  about  seventy-five  feet 
long  has  been  destroyed.  This  will  be  repaired  to-day  and  we  shall 
reach  Sister’s  Ferry  to-morrow.  We  find  as  yet  nothing  but  scouting 
parties  of  the  enemy.  The  roads  are  all  obstructed  by  felled  timber. 
The  Fourteenth  Corps  night  before  last  were  twenty  miles  out  from 
Savannah  and  getting  along  well.  Geary’s  division  of  my  corps  is 
with  it.  General  Slocum  went  up  from  this  point  on  steamer  to  Sister’s 
Ferry  at  daylight  this  morning.  The  roads  require  much  repairing, 
but  we  shall  get  over  them  very  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Command  mg. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Foeotaligo^  Saturday.,  January  28^  1865. 

General  Williams, 

Commanding  Tiventieth  Corps  : 

General:  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.  I inclose  you  an  open 
letter,*  which  please  read  and  forward  to  (ieneral  Slocum.  We  are  all 
well  on  this  flank  and  anxious  for  you  to  get  all  things  in  shape  for  a 
fair  stai  t. 

Truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Sec  Hccoiid,  ante. 
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Special  J Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  ^ Twentieth  Army  Corp,s, 

5.  ) In  the  Fields  Ga.^  January  28^  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m.  Order  of  brigades : 
Third,  First,  Second.  Sloan’s  battery  will  march  as  usual  behind  the 
second  brigade  in  line. 

Colonel  Mindil  with  his  brigade  will  bring  the  trains  through.  The 
pioneer  corps  of  the  First  Brigade  will  report  to  him  for  duty. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Bradham^s  House^  January  28,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
finds  the  road  from  this  place  to  Sister’s  Ferry  entirely  impracticable, 
and  that  he  has  directed  the  First  Division  to  push  on  as  far  as  possible 
to-night  toward  Eobertsville.  It  will  get  probably  about  four  miles 
from  here  to-night.  He  desires  that  you  will  start  jmur  command  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning,  following  the  First  Division  on  the  road 
to  Eobertsville,  and  push  on  as  near  that  place  as  possible.  The  citi- 
zens here  state  that  the  river  is  again  rising,  and  the  direct  road  from 
here  to  Sister’s  Ferry  is  flooded.  The  general,  therefore,  desires  to  have 
you  come  on  as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  that  in  case  the  road  between 
here  and  Purysburg  should  be  Hooded  your  command  will  not  be  cut 
oft‘.  He  desires  that  you  will  have  all  of  your  wagons  loaded  at  Purys- 
burg before  starting.  The  wagons  we  borrowed  to  move  corps  head- 
quarters will  be  sent  back  to-night  to  Purysburg,  where  they  can  be 
loaded  with  supplies.  Forage  is  scarce,  and  after  leaving  Purysburg 
you  will  have  to  feed  light.  The  general  wishes  that  you  would  have 
Lieutenant  Harbert  send  by  you  a report  of  the  subsistence  stores  left 
at  Purysburg  after  your  command  is  furnished  and  wagons  loaded. 
You  will  leave  one  regiment  behind  to  guard  the  surplus  stores. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Poeotaliyo,  S.  C.,  January  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head : 

General  : Yours  of  the  27th  is  received  and  I am  pushing  my  efforts 
to  secure  a departure  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.  1 have  in  person 
reconnoitered  the  country  from  Salkehatchie  bridge  to  Coosawhatchie. 
The  country  is  very  low  and  swampy  and  impassalile  save  by  the  roads 
marked  on  our  maps.  I liave  no  doubt  this  whole  belt  of  laud  once 
formed  the  sea  coast  with  its  sound  islands  and  marsh,  which  by  the 
progress  seaward  of  the  beach  is  left  inland,  but  still  iiossessing  its 
character  of  sound  islands,  surrounded  by  fresh  water  marsh.  This  is 
the  first  point  of  terra  firma,  and  has  better  connections  inland.  As 
near  as  1 can  learn  Gillisonville,  on  the  south  of  Coosawhatchie,  is  a 
corresponding  point  of  the  mainland  and  Eobertsville  of  course.  There- 
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fore,  until  I am  surely  between  Augusta  and  Charleston,  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  let  go  this  point.  I have  ordered  General  Hatch  to  move 
to  a camp  between  this  place  (which  is  near  Pocotaligo  Depot)  and 
iSalkehatchie  bridge,  and  to  picket  Coosawhatchie  fort  and  the  fort 
back  at  Pocotaligo  bridge.  The  latter  is  the  key  point  for  defense,  but 
for  offense  the  line  of  the  railroad  is  the  proper  one.  I would,  there- 
fore, not  reduce  Hatch’s  force  here  till  you  have  asdertaiiied  the  effect 
on  Charleston,  by  my  api)earance  west  of  Branch ville.  All  Salke- 
hatchie  is  under  water  for  a mile  on  either  side  of  the  regular  bed,  and 
it  s almost  impossible  to  get  to  it.  The  bridges  have  been  burned  by 
the  enemy,  who  seems  to  occupy  the  opposite  bank,  but  his  force,  if 
amounting  to  anything,  is  kept  Avell  back.  I could  see  a few  men  at  the 
railroad  bank,  and  what  seemed  a gun  in  embrasure,  but  it  was  not 
fired,  although  our  men  stood  in  tempting  groups  on  the  railroad  bank, 
this  side,  in  easy  six-pounder  range.  We  find  cavalry  to  our  front 
toward  Barnwell,  and  hear  of  some  infantry,  but  I suppose  the  enemy 
simply  is  watching  me  and  keeps  his  main  force  where  it  can  be  thrown 
rapidly  on  exposed  points.  Your  demonstration  on  Willstown  is  right, 
but  should  not  be  more  than  a demonstration,  that  is  a lodgment  seem- 
ingly to  cover  the  disembarkation  of  a large  body.  The  admiral’s  feel- 
ing up  the  Edisto  and  Stono  is  well,  but  my  movement  to  the  rear  of 
Charleston  is  the  principal,  and  all  others  should  be  accessory — merely 
to  take  advantage  of  any  let-go.  Try  and  keep  me  well  advised  of 
Slocum’s  progress.  He  reports  that  Davis  would  move  on  the  25 th, 
and  he  should  be  at  Sister’s  Ferry  to-day.  I shall  cause  him  to  be  felt 
for  to-morrow. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAY, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  0.,  January  28 j 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Grand  Army^  Pocotaligo: 

General  : I send  you  the  only  two  late  papers  brought  by  the  Baltic, 
which  arrived  this  a.  m.  Major  Strong,  whom  I sent  with  a letter  to 
Admiral  Dahlgren,  reports  that  the  admiral  has  gone  to  the  northward, 
probably  to  the  Combahee  or  Edisto  Rivers.  He  reports  that  the  Dai 
Ching  was  sunk  in  the  Combahee  River  on  the  26th.  She  grounded  in 
consequence  of  the  very  low  water  in  the  river  caused  by  the  strong 
westerly  winds,  and  a rebel  battery  situated  below  the  ferry  riddled 
her  with  shot.  She  was  finally  abandoned  and  burned.  The  crew 
escaped  aca  oss  the  land,  and  en  route  captured  a schooner  with  seventy 
bales  of  cotton.  Her  captain  says  he  has  not  been  in  Charleston  for 
nearly  one  month,  and  knows  little  of  the  military  situation.  The 
Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  has  landed  at  Edisto  Island  since 
the  loss  of  the  Dai  Ching,  which  will  induce  the  belief  that  a flank 
movement  on  the  position  at  Combahee  is  designed,  particularly  as 
General  Rotter  will  push  up  to  Jeliossee  Island  and  make  a show  of 
crossing.  If  you  desire  I will  run  up  there  and  make  a tremendous  stir 
and  show  of  intention  to  land  and  cut  the  railroad  and  retreat  of  the 
troops  from  the  Combahee.  I can  take  a few  hundred  men  from  here 
and  a regiment  or  two  from  Savannah.  1 have  sent  100  men  to  King’s 
Bridge,  Ogeechee  River,  from  here,  to  get  the  machinery  of  a mill  there. 
The  steamer  first  sent  without  guard  reported  small  bodies  of  Wheeler’s 
cavalry  in  the  vicinity. 
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Be  SO  kind  as  to  direct  General  Hatch  in  liis  movements  so  that  he 
may  be  able  to  carry  out  yonr  wishes  in  case  I may  have  to  go  to  the 
northward  to  look  after  matters  at  the  Combahee,  Edisto,  and  Stono 
Bivers,  and  at  Morris  Island.  He  has  already  reported  that  he  is  to 
move  to  the  Combahee,  and  1 have  made  arrangements  to  suj^ply  his 
wants  of  wagons,  scows,  &c. 

General  Schimmelfennig  reports  from  tlie  Northern  District  that  the 
enemy  are  making  continued  preparations  to  take  the  field.  Their  force 
is  still  strong  in  his  front,  and  some  new  troops  have  arrived.  The 
enemy’s  working  parties  are  discontinued  on  all  the  works  except 
Castle  Pinckney,  where  they  are  at  work  on  the  earth  covering  the 
scarp,  at  low  water.  The  light  guns  have  been  moved  from  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  apparently  most  of  the  light  guns  from  John’s  and  James 
Islands.  The  enemy  exhibits  nervousness,  but  not  so  much  of  a panic 
as  existed  after  the  fall  of  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilto7i  Headj  IS.  €.,  January  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Divisio^i: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  27th  instant  relative  to  the  movement  of  your  command  in 
accordance  with  instructions  received  by  you  from  Major-General  Sher- 
man. I have  referred  your  letter  to  Major  Thomas,  chief  quartermas- 
ter, with  instructions  to  render  you  all  the  assistance  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major-  Generaf  Comnumding. 


Headquarters  Depar^iment  of  the  South, 

Hiltoyi  Head.;  8.  (7.,  January  38,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding,  (Vc. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  that  Captain  Hudson, 
aide-de-camp  on  the  statf  of  Lientenant-General  Grant,  arrived  here 
this  evening  on  the  Fulton  with  dispatches  for  you,  and  that  1 forward 
him  at  once  to  you  under  the  escort  of  Major  Anderson.  I also  send 
you  the  paper  of  the  25th.  Brig.  Gen.  1 1 enry  Prince  also  arrived  on  the 
Fulton  and  is  coming  up  to  report  to  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

j.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  January  28,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  8arannah,  Department  of  the  8otith: 
General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inclose 
to  you  a copy  of  a letter  to  iMr.  T.  C.  Severance,  assistant  Treasury 
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a^^ent  at  Hilton  Head,  relative  to  trade  permits.  Also  a form  that  he 
requests  may  be  i)ut  upon  all  permits  for  traders  to  brin^>'  goods  to 
Savannah  on  private  vessels,  after  you  have  approved  of  said  permits. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Soutpi, 

Hilton  Head^  8.  0.,  January  38^  1865. 

Mr.  T.  0.  Severance, 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent,  Hilto7i  Head,  8.  C.  : 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  the  conversation  of  yesterday  on  matters  concern- 
ing trade,  I have  to  state  in  writing  the  substance  thereof  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  misunderstanding.  I desire  that  all  permits  to  take 
goods  into  the  different  districts  of  this  command,  signed  by  myself 
as  a military  necessity,  may,  after  the  payment  of  the  proper  charges, 
be  cleared  at  once  for  their  destination  and  that  goods  may  not  be 
cleared  under  any  other  circumstances.  Whenever  lists  of  trade  stores 
allowed  in  either  of  the  districts  are  made  out,  approved  by  me,  and 
submitted  to  you,  with  the  amount  of  trade  per  month  to  be  allowed 
each  store,  I request  that  you  may  allow  this  amount  to  be  introduced 
monthly  without  further  permits  being  required,  but  not  to  allow  the 
parties  to  exceed  the  limit  prescribed.  Anything  beyond  this  limit 
must  have  a separate  permit  approved  by  me.  It  is  understood  that  the 
trade  stores  in  Beaufort  and  Hilton  Head  are  to  have  the  limit  of  $6,000 
per  month  for  January  and  February.  Thereafter  they  will  be 
restricted  to  the  old  limit.  The  limit  for  the  trade  stores  at  Savannah 
is  yet  to  be  established,  and  until  this  is  done  goods  are  to  be  admitted 
on  special  permits.  With  regard  to  the  vessels  for  conveying  goods  to 
the  diherent  blockading  points  in  the  department,  as  the  Treasury 
Department  requires  me  to  certify  that  the  shipments  are  to  be  on  the 
same  footing  as  Government  stores  on  Government  transports  (see  Form 
A),  I desire  that  whenever  such  a certificate  is  made  by  me  the  vessel 
be  cleared  without  delay,  and  that  if  there  be  any  infraction  of  the 
Treasury  regulations  which  makes  it  necessary  for  you  to  inflict  proper 
])unishment  in  the  way  of  seizure,  this  may  be  done  without  interfer- 
ing with  the  passage  of  such  vessels  or  the  conveyance  of  the  necessar}^ 
supplies.  Whenever  I sign  a permit  for  goods  to  be  sent  to  any  part 
of  the  department  as  a military  necessity  I expect  such  permit  to  be 
resi)ected  and  the  goods  to  be  cleared  without  unnecessary  delay. 

ATwy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Ja^iuary  .98,  1865 — 8.30  j).  m. 

(Eeceived  9.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  8eereta7^y  of  War: 

Since  my  telegram  of  the  25th,  furnishing  particulars  of  shipments  of 
troops  from  Benwood,  including  train  No.  17,  avc  have  forwarded  from 
that  point,  prior  to  19  last  p.  m.,  additional  trains  with  an  aggregate 
of  247  cars  troops,  horses,  baggage,  and  artillery.  The  weather  is  still 
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intensely  cold,  materially  affecting  and  damaging  machinery,  but  the 
movement  has  continued,  on  the  whole,  exceedingly  successful,  in  view 
of  the  surrounding  difficulties,  and  with  favorable  prospects  of  the 
entire  transportation  being  accomplished  without  delay. 

J.  W.  GAKRETT, 

President. 


City  Point,  Y a.,  January  28,  1805 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Rucker, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 

We  require  transports  to  send  to  North  Carolina.  Those  already  sent 
are  not  promptly  returned.  There  are  two  vessels  now  at  Fort  Monroe, 
which  you  had  ordered  to  Washington.  As  the  Potomac  is  closed  may 
these  vessels  be  ordered  here'?  If  so,  please  telegraph  Colonel  Web- 
ster or  Captain  James  at  Fort  Monroe.  Try  and  keep  Annapolis  open 
at  all  hazards.  There  is  only  some  six  days’  cattle  on  hand,  but,  if 
necessary,  they  will  last  a longer  time.  It  is  colder  than  yesterday, 
though  this  river  is  free  of  ice  to-day.  We  have  some  eleven  days’ 
grain  and  one  and  a half  of  hay  and  i)lenty  of  subsistence. 

R.  INGALLS, 

Brigadier -General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  January  29,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya.: 

Dear  General:  Captain  Hudson  has  this  moment  arrived  with 
your  letter  of  January  21,  which  I have  read  with  interest.  The  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Fisher  has  a most  important  bearing  on  my  campaign  and 
I rejoice  in  it  for  many  reasons,  because  of  its  intrinsic  importance  and 
because  it  gives  me  another  point  of  security  on  the  sea-board.  I hope 
General  Terry  will  follow  it  up  by  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  although 
I do  not  look  for  it  from  Admiral  Porter’s  dispatch  to  me.  I rejoiced 
that  Terry  was  not  a West  Pointer,  that  he  belonged  to  your  army,  and 
that  he  had  the  same  troops  with  which  Butler  feared  to  make  the 
attempt.  Porter  is  in  high  glee. 

Admiral  Dahlgren,  whose  ff  eet  is  re-enforced  by  some  more  iron- clads, 
wants  to  make  an  assault  a la  Fisher  on  Fort  Moultrie,  but  I withliold 
my  consent  for  the  reason  that  the  capture  of  all  Sullivan’s  Island  is 
not  conclusive  as  to  Charleston.  The  capture  of  James  Island  would 
be,  but  all  pronounce  that  impossible  at  this  time;  therefore,  I am  mov- 
ing, as  hitherto  designed,  for  the  railroad  west  of  Branch ville;  then 
swing  across  to  Orangeburg,  which  will  interpose  my  army  between 
Charleston  and  the  interior.  Contemporaneous  with  this  Foster  will 
demonstrate  up  the  Edisto  and  afterward  make  a lodgment  at  Bull’s 
Bay  and  occupy  the  common  road  which  leads  from  Mount  Pleasant 
toward  Georgetown.  When  I get  to  Columbia  I think  I shall  move 
straight  for  Goldsborough,  via  Fayetteville.  By  this  circuit  I cut  all 
roads  and  devastate  the  land,  and  the  forces  along  the  coast,  com- 
manded by  Foster,  will  follow  my  movement,  taking  anything  the 
enemy  lets  go,  or  so  occupies  his  attention  that  he  cannot  detach  all 
his  forces  against  me.  1 1‘eel  sure  of  getting  Wilmington  and  may  be 
Charleston,  and  being  at  Goldsborough,  with  its  railroads  finished 
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back  to  Morebead  City  and  Wilmington,  I can  easily  take  Ealeigii, 
when  it  seems  that  Lee  must  come  out  of  his  trenches  or  allow  his 
army  to  be  absolutely  invested.  If  Schofield  comes  to  Beaufort  he 
should  be  pushed  out  to  Kinston  on  the  Keuse,  and  may  be  Golds- 
borough,  or  rather  a point  on  the  Wilmington  road  south  of  Golds- 
borough.  It  is  not  necessary  to  storm  Goldsborough,  because  it  is  in 
a distant  region  of  no  importance  in  itself,  and  if  its  garrison  is  forced 
to  draw  supplies  from  its  north  it  will  be  eating  up  the  same  stores  on 
which  Lee  depends  for  his  command.  I have  no  doubt  Hood  will  bring 
his  army  to  Augusta,  and  Canby  and  Thomas  should  penetrate  Ala- 
bama as  far  as  possible  to  keep  employed,  at  least,  a part  of  Hood’s 
army,  or  what  would  accomplish  the  same  thing,  Thomas  might  reoc- 
cupy the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  forward  to  the  Etowah,  viz, 
Borne,  Kingston,  and  Allatoona,  thereby  threatening  Georgia.  I know 
that  the  Georgia  troops  are  disaffected.  At  Savannah  I met  delegates 
from  several  counties  to  the  southwest  that  manifested  a decidedly 
hostile  spirit  to  the  Confederate  cause.  I nursed  it  along  as  far  as 
possible  and  instructed  Grover  to  keep  it  up.  My  Left  Wing  must 
now  be  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  crossing  the  Savannah  Kiver  to  the  east 
bank.  Slocum  has  orders  to  be  at  Eobertsville  to-morrow,  prepared  to 
move  on  Barnwell.  Howard  is  here,  all  ready  to  start  for  the  Augusta 
railroad  at  Midway. 

We  find  the  enemy  on  the  east  side  of  the  Salkehatchie  and  cavalry 
in  our  front,  but  all  give  ground  on  our  approach,  and  seem  to  be 
merely  watching  us.  If  I start  on  Tuesday,  in  one  week  I will  be  near 
Orangeburg,  having  broken  up  the  Augusta  road,  from  the  Edisto 
westward  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles.  I will  be  sure  that  every  rail  is 
twisted.  Should  I encounter  too  much  opposition  near  Orangeburg, 
then  I will  for  a time  neglect  that  branch  and  rapidly  move  on  Columbia 
and  fill  up  the  triangle  formed  by  the  Congaree  and  Wateree,  tributaries 
of  the  Santee,  breaking  up  that  great  center  of  the  Carolina  roads.  Up 
to  that  point  I feel  full  confidence,  but  from  there  I may  have  to  maneuver 
some,  and  will  be  guided  by  the  questions  of  weather  and  supplies.  You 
remember  I had  fine  weather  all  February  for  my  Meridian  trip,  and  my 
memory  of  the  weather  at  Charleston  is  that  February  is  usually  a fine 
month.  Before  the  March  storms  come  I should  be  within  striking  dis- 
tance of  the  coast.  The  months  of  April  and  May  will  be  the  best  for 
operations  from  Goldsborough  to  Ealeigh  and  the  Eoanoke.  You  may 
rest  assured  that  I will  keep  my  troops  well  in  hand,  and  if  I get  worsted 
will  aim  to  make  the  enemy  pay  so  dearly  that  you  will  have  less  to  do. 
I know  this  trip  is  necessary  to  the  war.  It  must  be  made  sooner  or 
later,  and  I am  on  time  and  in  the  right  iiosition  for  it.  My  army  is 
large  enough  for  the  ])urpose,  and  I ask  no  re -enforcement,  but  simply 
wish  the  utmost  activity  at  all  other  ])oints,  so  that  concentration 
against  me  may  not  be  universal. 

I expe(;t  Davis  will  move  Heaven  and  earth  to  catch  me,  for  suc- 
cess to  my  column  is  fatal  to  his  dream  of  emi)ire.  Eichmond  is 
not  more  vital  to  his  cause  than  Columbia  and  the  heart  of  8outh  Caro- 
lina. If  Thomas  will  not  move  on  Selma,  order  him  to  occui)y  Eome, 
Kingston,  and  Allatoona,  and  again  threaten  Georgia  in  the  direction 
of  Athens.  I think  the  x)oor  white  trash  of  the  South  are  falling  out  of 
their  ranks  by  sickness,  desertion,  and  every  available  means;  but 
there  is  a large  class  of  vindictive  Southerners  Avho  will  light  to  the 
last.  The  squabbles  in  Eichmond,  the  howls  in  (Jharleston,  and  the 
disintegration  elsewhere  are  all  good  omens  to  us,  but  we  must  not 
relax  one  iota,  but  on  the  contrary  jhle  up  our  efforts. 
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I would  ere  this  have  been  off,  but  we  had  terrific  rains  which  caught 
me  in  motion  and  nearly  drowned  some  of  my  columns  in  the  rice  fields 
of  the  Savannah^  swept  away  our  causeway,  which  had  been  carefully 
corduroyed,  aud  made  the  swamps  hereabout  mere  lakes  of  slimy  mud, 
but  the  weather  is  now  good  and  I have  my  army  on  terra  firma. 
Supplies,  too,  came  for  a long  time  by  daily  driblets  instead  of  in  bulk; 
but  this  is  now  all  remedied,  and  I hope  to  start  on  Tuesday. 

I will  issue  instructions  to  Foster,  based  on  the  re-enforcements  of 
North  Carolina,  and  if  Schofield  comes  you  had  better  relieve  Foster, 
who  cannot  takd  the  field,  and  needs  an  operation  on  his  leg,  and  let 
Schofield  take  command  with  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and 
orders  to  secure,  if  possible,  Goldsborough,  with  railroad  connections 
back  to  Beaufort  and  Wilmington.  If  Lee  lets  us  get  that  position 
he  is  gone  up. 

I will  start  with  my  Atlanta  army,  00,000;  supplied  as  before  and 
depending  on  the  country  for  all  in  excess  of  thirty  days.  I will  have 
less  cattle  on  the  hoof,  but  1 hear  of  hogs,  cows  and  calves  in  Barnwell 
and  the  Columbia  Districts ; even  here  we  found  some  forage.  Of  course 
the  enemy  will  carry  off  and  destroy  some  forage  but  I will  burn  the 
houses  where  the  people  burn  forage  and  they  will  get  tii  ed  of  that. 

I must  risk  Hood,  and  trust  to  you  to  hold  Lee,  or  be  on  his  heels  if 
he  comes  south.  I observe  that  the  enemy  has  some  i-espect  foV  my  men, 
for  they  gave  up  Pocotaligo  quick  when  they  heard  that  the  attacking 
force  belonged  to  me.  I will  try  and  keep  up  that  feeling,  which  is  a 
real  power. 

With  respect,  your  friend. 


W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-  Genera  I , Co  mm  an  din g. 


I leave  my  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  behind  to  follow 
coastwise. 


Flag-ship  Hara-est  Moon, 

Fort  Boy  a I,  January  29^  186/). 

General  ISherman,  Commanding^  &c.: 

Dear  General:  1 was  very  glad  to  hear  by  your  note  of  the  27th, 
just  receded,  that  everything  was  going  so  much  to  your  satisfaction. 
I wish  I could  say  so  for  myself,  but  first  the  Patapsco  would  be  blown 
up  by  a torpedo,  and  now  the  Dai  Ching  gets  foul  of  a battery,  gets 
aground,  can’t  get  off*,  and  is  destroyed.  One  thing  was  right,  she  was 
defended  for  seven  hours  and  abandoned  to  the  flames  only  Avhen  her 
pivot  gun  was  disabled  by  a shot.  All  the  officers  and  men  brought  off* 
but  four  captured  in  a boat  by  pickets,  so  the  rebels  did  not  gain  much. 
A contraband  from  Charleston  says  they  have  drawn  off*  nearly  all  the 
troops  from  about  the  city  toward  Branchville,  where  they  look  for 
‘‘Mr.  Sherman.”  1 had  no  gun -boat  to  replace  the  Dai  Ching  in  the 
Combahee,  and  sent  the  Pawnee  from  the  Ashepoo  to  North  Edisto, 
because  I understood  General  Foster  that  he  was  sending  a detach- 
ment there  for  a diversion.  The  Sonoma  was  there  already.  Very 
sorry,  general,  that  I cannot  do  any  more  for  you,  but  the  consolation 
is  that  you  do  not  need  it.  The  cipher  is  all  right,  and  its  (*hief  merit 
seems  to  me  that  Avhen  once  written  it  may  be  inscrutable  to  everybody. 

With  my  heartiest  wishes,  dear  general,  1 am,  most  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  DAIILGEEN. 

p.  s. — When  you  get  to  Eichmond  I wish  to  be  there,  for  I have  yet 
to  bury  my  boy. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Pocotaligo,  January  29,  1865. 

General  McOallum, 

Railroad  Department,  Savannah : 

(In  his  absence.  Col.  W.  W.  Wright.) 

General:  I have  well  reconnoitered  the  country  hereabouts,  and 
am  satished  that  it  is  not  to  our  interest  to  reconstruct,  at  this  time, 
any  of  the  railroads  out  of  Savannah.  After  securing  all  the  property 
there,  I wish  you  to  transfer  your  men  and  tools  to  North  Carolina — 
New  Berne,  unless  Wilmington’  should  fall  into  our  possession — and 
prepare  to  make  railroad  communication  to  Goldsborough  by  the  mid- 
dle of  March.  You  need  not  build  the  bridge  over  Port  Eoyal,  which 
I requested  of  you  at  Savannah;  that  can  be  done  by  Poster’s  com- 
mand. General  Grant  advises  me  of  heavy  re-enforcements  being  sent 
to  North  Carolina.  You  may,  therefore,  at  once,  transport  Colonel 
Wright  and  his  operatives  to  New  Berne,  or  Wilmington,  if  that  place 
be  in  our  possession,  and  prepare  timber,  irons,  cars  and  locomotives 
adapted  to  the  road  of  North  Carolina,  enough  to  build  out  to  Golds 
borough,  when  you  can  get  possession  of  the  road.  Let  Colonel  Wriglit 
report  to  General  Schofield,  or  other  commanding  officer  he  may  find, 
wlio,  on  presenting  this  letter,  will  furnish  all  aid.  General  Easton  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Special  j Hdc^rs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > Di  the  Field,  PocotaUgo,  8.  C., 

No.  23.  ) Jan  uary  29,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  ])ur- 
suant  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  327,  headquarters  Department  of 
the  Cumberland,  series  1864,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  South,  for  special  assignment  to  duty. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


H])qrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  PocotaUgo.  January  29,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

General  : General  John  E.  Smith  made  a reconnaissance  to  McPher- 
son ville  to-day;  reports  a good  road  fiom  his  canq)  to  that  place. 
McPhersonville  is  deserted.  Heard  of  two  or  tliree  scouting  parties, 
but  no  force.  I have  received  your  message  by  (yolonel  Strong,  and 
will  arrest  tlie  movement  to-morrow  niglit,  as  you  desire,  and  not  push 
forward  farther  till  ordered.  To-morrow’s  move,  if  we  should  not  luish 
farther,  might  convey  tbe  idea  of  turning  on  (’hai  leston,  particularly 
if  I seek  a good  point  for  crossing  tlie  Salkehatchie,  and  act  as  if  intend- 
ing to  throw  a bridge. 

Very  respectfully. 


O.  O.  HO  WARD, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Focotaligo^  S.  (7.,  January  29^  1S65. 

Col.  J.  T.  Conklin, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
after  to-day’s  march  this  army  will  probably  delay  further  movements 
for  a day  or  two  to  await  the  moving  up  of  General  Slocum’s  column. 
Do  not,  therefore,  send  back  any  stores  you  may  have  on  hand  or  com- 
ing u]),  as  in  any  event  the  forces  of  General  Hatch  will  remain  in  this 
vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 

Lieutenant  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  0.  j Near  Focotaligo,  S.  (7.,  January  29 , 1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Y an  Dyke,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  hereby  announced 
as  assistant  adjutant- general  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  be  obeyed  . 
and  respected  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

JOS.  A.  SLADEN, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

No.  4.  \ Beaufort^  S.  (7.,  January  29,  1865. 

* * * * * * # 

lY.  The  steamer  Savannah  having,  in  accordance  with  orders,  arrived 
at  this  post  with  several  hundred  recruits,  &c.,  for  the  army  under 
General  Sherman,  is  ordered  to  jiroceed  with  same  to  Blair’s  landing, 
on  the  Pocotaligo  Biver,  where  they  will,  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Lomax,  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  in  charge,  be  disembarked  and 
turned  over  for  distribution  to  their  several  commands.  Captain  Low, 
assistant  quartermaster,  will  give  the  commander  of  the  Savannah 
orders  to  this  effect. 

##****# 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TACtGABT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ') 

Field  Orders,  > 
No.  26.  ) 

# * 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  18.  C., 

January  29,  1865. 

***** 


lY.  The  major-general  commanding  Fifteenth  Corps,  having  ex])ressed 
a desire  to  retain  Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  assistant  adjutant- general,  as 
his  adjutant,  so  much  of  extract  IX,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  17,  as 
relieves  him  from  duty  with  the  Fifteenth  Cori)s  and  ordering  him  to 
report  to  the  major-general  commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  is  hereby  revoked. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

40S.  A.  SLADEN, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Focotaligoj  S.  (7.,  January  29^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : Captain  Gadle,  of  General  Blair’s  staff,  informed  me  that 
everything  belonging  to  the  Seventeenth  Corps  would  be  out  of  the 
way  to-day,  so  I will  be  glad  if  you  will  start  your  leading  division 
as  early  as  G a.  m.,  so  as  to  reach  Pocotaligo  Station  by  8 o’clock.  I 
will  inform  General  Sherman  that  he  may  have  his  headquarters  enter 
your  column  wherever  you  or  he  may  wish.  I am  sorry  that  Clark  has 
not  closed  up.  He  probably  will  be  able  to  do  so  in  the  morning.  If 
you  hnd  it  practicable  you  can  push  your  column  as  far  beyond  Hey- 
wardsville  as  you  can,  communicating  with  me  from  that  place  by  any 
cross-roads  leading  to  the  river.  I will  draw  up  an  order  for  Tuesday 
so  soon  as  I can  learn  the  place  of  your  halting.  1 shall  look  to  you,  gen- 
eral, daily  for  any  information  of  the  whereabouts  or  intentions  of  the 
enemy. 

V ery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  1st  Briu.,  3d  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ca  mp^  Six  Miles  from  Pocotaligo^  S.  C.,  January  29,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  with  my 
brigade  at  6.30  p.  m.  this  day.  Under  Major-General  Logan’s  directions 
I encamped  here  Avith  instructions  to  move  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow 
to  join  tbe  division.  I received  this  morning  for  my  brigade  ninety-eight 
recruits  assigned  to  Forty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  only  about  ten 
of  Avhom  are  armed  with  muskets  left  by  sick  men  sent  to  Beaufort 
under  existing  orders.  I expect  to  reach  the  command  by  8 o’clock  or 
8.30  to-morrow  morning.  Your  quartermastei*.  Captain  Skinner,  has 
doubtless  already  informed  you  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  my 
arriving  before  Avith  my  command.  Colonel  Tourtellotte,  of  Fourth 
Minnesota,  has  been  left  in  charge  of  all  transportation,  detachments, 
&c.,  belonging  to  this  corps,  with  instructions  to  come  up  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  From  all  the  information  I could  obtain  he  Avill  be 
able  to  leave  to-morroAv  morning  and,  by  a forced  march,  join  us  to-mor- 
row night. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 
Brigadier-  Gefieral,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Springfield,  Ga.,  January  29,  1865. 
Col.  R.  N.  Adams, 

Commanding  Seeoyid  Brigade : 

You  Avill  move  your  command  into  Springfield  to-morrow,  starting  at 
7 a.  m.  prompt.  You  will  make  a detail  from  your  brigade  sufficient  to 
carry  all  your  s])ades  and  axes  and  prei)are  the  road  as  you  march.  Col- 
onel Hurlbut  Avill  make  a similar  detail  and  prepare  the  roads  as  much  as 
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possible  and  keep  out  of  your  way.  It  is  desirable  that  you  complete 
the  road  for  the  passage  of  tlie  trains.  The  battery  and  your  own  train 
to  accompany  you,  the  former  in  position  in  rear  of  your  first  regiment. 
The  working  detail  will  have  their  knapsacks  carried  in  the  wagons 
from  which  the  tools  were  taken.  Upon  arriving  at  Springfield  you 
will  halt  until  the  remainder  of  the  division  shab  have  passed,  when 
you  will  take  position  in  rear  and  follow  the  First  Brigade,  the  battery 
being  transferred  to  the  same.  After  leaving  Springfield  the  trains 
will  move  the  same  as  to-day,  brigade  trains  in  the  order  of  their 
respective  brigades,  &c. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Springfield.,  Ga..,  January  ^9,  1865. 
Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  in  the  Field : 

You  will  move  your  command  into  the  village  of  Springfield,  start- 
ing at  0 a.  in.  to-morrow,  the  30th  instant.  Before  starting  you  will 
make  a detail  from  your  command,  sufficient  to  use  all  your  spades  and 
axes,  who  will  prepare  the  road  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  your  own 
command  and  its  trains,  and,  in  fact,  preparing  the  roads  as  well  as  you 
can,  and  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  troops  to  follow.  The  men  detailed 
to  prepare  roads  will  have  their  knapsacks  deposited  in  the  wagons 
from  which  the  tools  are  taken,  as  much  delay  is  occasioned  by  the  men 
having  to  unsling  them  at  every  halt  for  work.  Upon  arriving  at 
Springfield  you  will  halt  your  command  and  wait  until  the  remainder 
of  the  division  has  passed,  when  you  will  take  your  position  in  rear  of 
the  column  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistaiit  A djiitant-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  26.  ] Focotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  1865. 

******* 

XII.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  tx.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
forward  at  8 a.  m.  on  the  road  designated  in  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
25,  extract  II,  from  department  headquarters. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  3.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  his 
command  at  7 a.  m.  out  on  the  road  taken  by  him  in  his  demonstrations 
against  the  Salkehatchie  River,  taking  care  to  keep  to  the  right  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division. 

4.  The  pontoon  train  now  encamped  near  the  Fourth  Division  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

5.  The  train  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  ^Mounted  Infantry  will  follow  the 
train  of  the  First  Division. 
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The  train  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters  will 
move  after  the  advance  brigade  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutaiit-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  ) Focotaligoj  S.  0.,  January  39^  1865. 

**##*-** 

VIII.  This  command  will  march  to-morrow  in  the  following  order: 
First,  Second  Brigade;  second.  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio;  third,  First 
Brigade. 

Two  ammunition  wagons  will  follow  immediately  in  rear  of  troops 
of  each  brigade.  Ambulances  for  brigades  following  in  rear  of  same. 

Division,  brigade,  and  regimental  wagons  will  follow  the  ambulances 
of  the  rear  brigade.  The  hospital  train  (six  wagons)  will  follow  regi- 
mental wagons.  The  ordnance  trains  will  follow  the  hospital  trains. 
The  supply  trains  will  follow  the  ordnance  train.  The  iiioneer  corps 
with  its  tool-teams  will  habitually  precede  the  command.  The  other 
pioneer  wagons,  Twentieth  Illinois  wagons,  and  ambulance  wagon  will 
follow  immediately  in  rear  of  division  headquarters  train. 

This  order  of  march  for  trains  will  be  observed  during  the  campaign 
unless  otherwise  ordered. 

The  hour  of  starting  will  be  indicated  hereafter. 

* * # # # # * 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  G.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  Fourth  Division, 

Five  Miles  from  Poeotaligo^  January  29 ^ 1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I am  encamped  about  four  miles  from  the  railroad  where  the  road 
forks,  the  left-hand  one  going  to  McPhersonville,  and  the  other  along 
the  Salkehatchie  Kiver.  The  proper  route  for  the  First  and  Third 
Divisions  is  the  road  General  Mower  took  the  day  he  came  out  here  to 
cross  the  river.  We  are  now  where  he  made  some  rail  barricades  at  or 
near  the  forks  of  the  road.  A citizen  here  says  that  will  not  interfere 
with  the  column  on  the  McPhersonville  road.  The  road  we  came  on  is 
badly  cut  up  and  is  two  miles  farther.  The  road  General  Mower  came 
out  comes  into  this  about  one  mile  back.  The  enemy  are  reported  by 
the  negroes  to  be  intrenching  at  Kadesh  Church,  six  miles  from  here,  but 
from  what  I learn  about  the  country  around  there  it  can  be  approached 
from  any  direction.  According  to  a very  reliable-looking  white  man 
who  lives  here  McPhersonville  is  only  three  miles  from  here,  and  it  is 
the  same  distance  from  the  station  where  the  other  divisions  are 
encamped.  Tliis  point  is  five  miles  from  the  station  the  way  General 
Mower  came,  and  about  seven  the  way  we  came.  I shall  send  this  the 
road  we  came  u]),  as  I do  not  consider  the  other  safe  for  single  horse- 
men. Colonel  Hibbets  just  informed  me  that  the  works  I spoke  of  were 
11  R R — VOL  XLVII,  PT  II 
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thrown  up  by  his  regiment  and  the  Twenty-third  Indiana  the  first  day 
General  Mower  was  out,  so  Captain  Henley  will  know  just  where  we 
are,  and  the  road  to  come  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j Focotaligo^  January  29^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  I have  your  letter  of  yesterday.  Tell  Admiral  Dahlgren 
I regret  the  loss  of  the  Dai  Ching,  but  can  quote  Admiral  Porter,  who 
told  me  once  that  ships  were  made  to  be  lost.”  Your  movement  by 
Edisto  is  good,  but  understand  me  as  of  opinion  that  if  the  enemy 
mans  his  works  facing  the  sea  you  cannot  gain  them  save  at  a disad- 
vantage, but  by  demonstrating  at  points  of  land  from  which  troops  can 
move  against  the  railroad  by  a rapid,  quick  march,  you  compel  him  to 
keep  the  entire  railroad  guarded  from  Charleston  to  Salkehatchie,  but 
I donT  care  about  the  road  being  actually  broken  until  the  latter  part 
of  next  week.  If  you  know  that  the  enemy  falls  behind  the  Edisto 
you  should  break  the  railroad  anywhere  this  side  of  him  and  then  you 
could  reduce  Hatch’s  command  here  to  the  number  you  calculated,  viz, 
1,000  men,  but  so  long  as  McLaws  (rebel)  has  the  railroad  by  which  he 
can  handle  4,000  or  5,000  men  rajiidly  it  will  be  imprudent  to  leave 
Hatch  too  weak.  There  is  no  use  in  a force  here  at  all,  unless  it  is  on 
the  railroad.  This  x^oiiit,  Pocotaligo,  is  most  salient,  and  therefore 
best,  but  if  deemed  unsafe  at  any  time  the  fort  at  Coosawhatchie  would 
fulfill  the  same  conditions,  and  its  river  is  deeper  and  better.  I have 
no  doubt  a steam-boat  could  work  up  to  the  Coosawhatchie  fort  at  high 
tide.  Flats  drawn  by  barges  could  certainly.  I merely  want  a point 
of  security  here  till  I am  surely  beyond  the  Santee,  and  by  a force  here 
you  better  cover  your  island  and  the  Savannah  Kiver  than  by  any  other 
disposition  of  your  troo^is. 

1 expect  from  Tennessee  a force  of  some  5,000  to  8,000  men  belonging 
to  the  four  corps  with  me  here.  Stop  them  at  Hilton  Head  and  use 
them  unless  they  get  there  in  time  to  reach  me,  which  is  very  imjirob- 
able.  Out  of  them  you  can  make  up  a good  command  to  demonstrate  on 
Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  from  Smithville,  Cape  Fear  Eiver  as  I 
progress,  aiming  to  join  their  respective  commands  when  we  touch  the 
sea-board.  If  I break  the  railroad  to  Augusta  and  Columbia,  it  will  be 
well  to  strike  that  to  Wilmington  unless  AVilmington  in  the  meantime 
be  taken  by  Terry.  The  easiest  point  to  reach  that  railroad  will  be 
from  Cape  Fear  Kiver  to  the  south  and  west  of  Wilmington. 

You  may  make  as  much  display  on  Edisto,  and  about  Stono,  next 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  as  i)Ossible,  and  cause  the  troops  at  Morris 
Island  to  make  a lodgment  on  James  Island  if  ])ossible.  That  is  the 
vital  part  of  Charleston. 

I am,  Ac., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General j Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Pocotaligoj  January  29^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General:  I have  just  received  dispatches  from  General  Grant  stat- 
ing that  SchohekUs  corps,  the  Twenty-third,  21,000  strong,  is  ordered 
east  from  Tennessee,  and  will  be  sent  to  Beaufort,  0.  That  is  well. 
1 Avant  that  force  to  secure  a point  on  the  railroad  about  Goldsborough 
and  then  to  build  the  road  out  to  that  point.  If  Goldsborough  be  too 
strong  to  carry  by  a rapid  movement,  then  a point  near  the  Neuse, 
south  of  Goldsborough,  but  holding  the  bridge  and  position  about 
Kinston  and  fortify  strong.  The  movement  should  be  masked  by  the 
troops  already  at  Hew  Berne.  Please  notify  General  Palmer  that  these 
troops  are  coming  and  for  him  to  prepare  to  receive  them.  Major-Gen- 
eral Schofield  will  command  them  in  person,  and  is  admirably  adapted 
for  the  work.  If  it  is  possible  i want  him  to  secure  Goldsborough  with 
the  railroad  back  to  Morehead  City  and  Wilmington.  As  soon  as 
General  Schofield  reaches  Fort  Macon,  have  him  to  meet  some  one  of 
your  staff  to  explain  in  full  detail  the  situation  of  afiairs  with  me,  and 
you  can  give  him  chief  command  of  all  troops  at  Cape  Fear  and  in 
Korth  Carolina.  If  he  finds  the  enemy  has  all  turned  south  against 
me  he  need  not  follow,  but  turn  his  attention  against  Kaleigh.  But  if 
he  can  secure  Goldsborough  and  Wilmington  it  will  be  as  much  as  I 
expect  before  I have  passed  the  Santee.  Send  him  all  detachments  of 
men  that  have  come  to  join  my  army.  They  can  be  so  organized  and 
ofticered  as  to  be  more  efficient,  for  they  are  nearly  all  old  soldiers  who 
have  been  detached  or  on  furlough.  Until  I pass  the  Santee  you  can 
better  use  these  detachments  at  Bulks  Bay,  Georgetown,  &c. 

I will  instruct  General  McCallum,  of  the  railroad  department,  to  take 
his  men  up  to  Beaufort,  K.  C.,  and  use  them  on  the  road  out.  I do  not 
know  that  he  can  employ  them  on  any  road  here.  I did  instruct  him, 
whilst  waiting  information  from  Korth  Carolina,  to  employ  them  in 
building  a good  trestle  bridge  across  Port  Poyal  Ferry,  but  I now  suji- 
l)Ose  the  pontoon  bridge  will  do.  If  you  move  the  pontoons  be  sure  to 
make  a good  road  out  to  Garden’s  Corners  and  mark  it  with  sign  board, 
obstructing  the  old  road  so  that  should  I send  back  any  detachments 
they  will  not  be  misled.  I prefer  that  Hatch’s  forces  hereabout  should 
not  be  materially  weakened  until  I am  near  Columbia,  when  you  may 
be  governed  by  the  situation  of  affairs  about  Charleston.  If  you  can 
break  the  railroad  between  this  and  Charleston  then  this  force  could 
be  reduced. 

I am,  Avith  resxiect, 

W.  T.  SIIERMAK, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


llHQRs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Foeotaligo^  January  29 ^ 1865. 

General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Division  : 

General:  I v/ish  you  to-morrow  to  send  a detachment  to  the  forks 
of  the  road  this  side  of  the  8alkehatchie,  and  then  make  demonstra- 
tions as  though  i)reparatory  to  cross  over  to  the  east  side.  Try  and 
make  a pathway  of  fallen  timber  through  the  swamp,  so  as  to  enable 
skirmishers  to  apx)ear  near  the  river-bank  at  the  railroad  and  wagon 
road  bridges.  Also,  if  possible,  let  one  or  more  horsemen  try  to  pass 
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through  the  water  along  the  wagon  road.  1 think  the  water  must 
have  subsided  enough  .for  this.  Also  let  a party  take  tools  and  prepare 
on  the  railroad  causeway  a place  (countersunk)  for  two  guns  in  embras- 
ure. Iteport  to  me  what  is  seen  by  night.  I will  remain  here  till  I hear 
from  General  Slocum  about  Kobertsville,  when  the  whole  army  will 
move  north,  leaving  you  to  cover  this  iioint.  I deem  it  important  to 
hold  the  ])osition  on  the  railroad  for  some  time,  say  ten  days,  after  I 
leave,  and  during  that  time  to  feel 'across  the  Salkehatchie  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Charleston,  so  as  to  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  toward  the 
Edisto  as  possible.  As  long  as  the  railroad  is  intact  up  to  Salkehatchie 
you  will  see  an  enemy  may  rapidly  interpose  between  here  and  Port 
Koval,  which  jiiight  incommode  us.  At  the  same  time  General  Foster 
will  try  and  cut  the  road  between  this  and  Charleston,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  make  the  enemy  guard  the  road  in  its  whole  length. 
After  I have  reached  the  Augusta  road  I do  not  think  this  road  will 
be  of  much  use  to  the  enemy. 

I am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Huqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Near  Focotaligo,  C.,  January  29^  1865. 

Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers  be  ready  to  march  to-morrow  morning 
in  light- marching  order  at  8.30  o’clock. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut. ^ Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Fo^s.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Near  Pocotaligo^  8.  C.,  January  29,  1865. 

Captain  Hamner, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade: 

Captain:  You  will  move  your  command  and  take  position  in  the  fort 
on  this  side  of  the  Pocotaligo  bridge  to-morrow  morning. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Alass.  Vols.,  and  A ctg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Near  Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  January  29,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops: 

The  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  take  position  inside  of  the 
fort  at  Pocotaligo  to-morrow  morning.  One  company  will  be  sent  to 
guard  stores  at  Blair’s  landing  early  in  the  morning. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut,,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  C.,  January  29^  1865. 

Brig.  Geu.  E.  P.  Scammon, 

Commanding  District  of  Florid  a , Jaclcsonville,  Fla. : 

General:  I liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
report  of  the  27th  instant  giving  details  of  an  engagement  of  a small 
party  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  with  a cavalry  force 
of  the  enemy.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
he  regrets  exceedingly  that  so  small  a force  should  have  been  sent. 
He  requests  that  hereafter  no  party  be  sent  out  less  than  1,000  strong, 
except  when  scouts  are  sent  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
The  general  also  regrets  that  Colonel  Tilghman  should  have  sent  out 
such  a small  force  so  far  into  the  country  for  i)urposes  not  strictly  mili- 
tary. The  Thirty-fourth  TJ.  S.  Colored  Trooi)S  will  be  sent  to  your 
district  as  soon  as  possible.  They  will  have  to  be  taken  from  active 
duty  with  the  Coast  Division  for  this  purpose.  No  more  cavalry  can 
be  sent  to  your  district,  as  we  have  none  in  the  department  that  can 
be  spared.  The  general  desires  that  as  soon  as  the  Thirty-fourth  U. 
S.  Colored  Troops  arrive  in  your  district  they  be  put  immediately  at 
work,  or  a sufficient  number  of  them,  on  the  defenses  of  the  inland  cut 
between  Eernandina  and  the  Saint  John’s  Kiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assista7it  Adjutaiit- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Jamiary  29,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

Dear  Foster:  Major  Gouraud  will  take  the  papers,  which  will  show 
exactly  how  we  stand  here.  In  a letter  written  to  me  by  Townsend  on 
the  10th  he  directed  me  to  send  all  this  information  to  General  Sher- 
man, and  I did  so.  Sherman  writes  me  that  he  has  received  them,  and 
that  they  are  very  complete,  the  only  thing  not  mentioned  being  the 
gauge  of  our  railroad.  Tliis  gauge  is  four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches, 
as  the  superintendent  tells  me.  Major  Gouraud  will  examine  this  very 
carefully  to-day.  Things  in  Nortli  Carolina  are  in  a very  snug  shape. 
Last  spring  Butler  ordered  everything  that  could  be  spared  from  here 
to  go  to  Virginia.  Large  quantities  of  ordnance,  or  rather  small 
ammunition,  is  coming  here,  and  we  will  have  to  work  like  beavers  to 
get  everything  in  order  for  movements  from  here.  It  is  ‘Hn  the  air” 
that  Sherinan  is  coming  through  North  Carolina.  The  people  generally 
seem  to  think  this  is  so,  and  they  are  making  their  preparations 
accordingly.  I shall  deceive  them  as  to  the  programme  as  far  as  I can. 
General  Grant  lias  just  arrived  at  Morehead,  and  he  has  telegraphed 
me  to  come  down,  and  I go  down  with  Gouraud.* 

Uastily,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER. 


Unofficial.]  Morehead  City,  N.  C., 

Sunday,  January  29,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

My  Dear  Foster:  I came  here  this  a.  m.  to  see  General  Grant. 
Schofield  and  General  Rawlins,  likewise  Fox  (Navy  Department),  were 
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with  hiin.  Grant  told  me  to  write  to  you  and  say  to  you  that  since  your 
last  letter  Avas  Avritten  to  me  some  considerable  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  programme.  Schofield’s  corps  comes  to  the  Department  of 
the  South,  and  one  division  otitis  to  deleft  herewith  me,  so  when 
you  have  anything  for  me  to  do  you  may  calculate  upon  my  being  some- 
Avhat  stronger  than  we  are  now  here.  You  will  probably  hear  from 
General  Grant  very  soon.  I think  he  went  only  as  far  as  Wilmington. 
I hope  and  believe  that  we  will  be  in  good  condition  here  to  help  the 
cause.  When  you  get  Charleston  can’t  you  Avrite  me  to  come  and  see 
the  town  before  it  is  burned  up"? 

Sincerely,  yours, 

I.  PALMER. 


Washington,  January  29^  1865 — 12.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  Gillmore  : 

(Care  of  D.  Van  Nostrand,  192  Broadway,  New  York.) 

When  Avill  you  be  ready  for  assignment  to  a command? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  January  29,  1865. 

(Receded  ().2()  p.  m.) 


Major-General  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  I am  ready  for  assignment  to  command 
noAv.  I write  by  this  mail. 


Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General. 


* Savannah,  January  30,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  the  Military  Department  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  official  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Sa\"annah  held  on  the  25th 
instant.  They  so  fully  exxilain  themselves  that  it  would  be  tautology 
in  me  to  add  anything  more,  a hearty  participant  as  I Avas  in  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  D.  ARNOLD, 

Mayor  of  Savannah. 


[Incloauro.] 


Proceedings  of  a public  meeting  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Savannah, 

January  25,  1865. 

In  response  to  a call  made  in  i)ursuance  to  the  folloAving  resolution  of 
the  city  council,  viz — 

Hesolved,  That  his  lionor  Ma^'or  Arnold  be  requested  to  convene  a meeting  of  onr 
citizens  at  the  Exchange  at  12  o’clock  on  the  25th  instant,  for  tlie  pnr])ose  of  giving 
ex])ression  to  their  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston  for  the 
very  large,  valuable,  and  timely  contributions  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  of 
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life  which  have  heen  received  and  are  now  on  their  way  to  this  city,  and  that  his 
honor  the  mayor  invite  the  several  committees  from  New  York  and  Boston,  includ- 
ing the  owners  and  the  commander  of  the  Rebecca  Clyde,  with  Captain  Veale,  of 
General  Geary’s  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Chariot,  U.  S.  Army,  all  of  whom  have 
co-operated  with  ns  in  the  good  work,  to  attend  the  meeting — 

A large  meeting  of  tlie  citizens  met  this  day  at  the  Exchange.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  H.  Brigham,  his  honor  Mayor  Arnold  was  called,  to  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  John  Gammell  was  requested  to  act  as  se<Tetary.  The 
mayor  on  taking  the  chair  made  the  following  remarks : 

Fellow-Citizexs  : For  the  second  time  since  the  capture  of  our  city  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  summon  you  to  meet  together  in  public  assembly.  The  occasion  which 
brings  you  together  to-day  is  one  which  will  be  ever  remarkable,  even  in  the  annals 
of  the  last  few  weeks,  so  pregnant  as  they  have  been  with  events  whieh  make  epochs 
in  history,  and  which  almost  condense  a lifetime  in  a day.  A brief  review  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  we  were  placed  will  be  necessary  for  a clearer  under- 
standing of  our  present  condition.  The  capture  of  Savannah  on  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  xiroduced  greater  alterations  in  our  condition  than  mere  military  jmssession 
and  military  government.  The  Contederate  currency,  already  iuffated  to  an  almost 
nominal  value,  was  still  the  medium  of  exchange  while  Savannah  was  in  the  Con- 
federacy, but  the  moment  the  United  States  regained  Savannah  Confederate  money 
was  literally  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  was  jirinted,  and  all,  all  of  us,  indi- 
viduals and  the  city  government,  were  reduced  to  a dead  level  of  iioverty.  Cut  off 
from  all  communication  with  the  external  vmrld,  with  no  means  to  xmrchase  jiro- 
visions  and  no  provisions  to  purchase,  I did  not  exaggerate  your  condition  in  my 
opening  remarks  on  the  28th  of  December.  The  want  of  fuel  was  supplied  as  far  as 
practicable  by  the  direction  of  the  noble  Geary,  and  I am  hapjiy  to  state  that  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period  his  successor,  Major-General  Grover,  will  take  measures 
to  furnish  Avood  to  our  inhabitants.  The  statements  made  at  the  meeting  of  the 
citizens,  and  the  observations  of  eye-witnesses  from  the  North,  struck  a sympathetic 
cord  in  the  breasts  of  many  generous  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston,  and  recollect- 
ing the  time-honored  adage,  his  dat  qui  cito  dat  (he  gives  doubly  Avho  gives  quickly), 
in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  at  the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year,  behold 
the  noble  steam-ships  wending  their  way  southward  freighted  with  provisions,  accom- 
panied by  the  committees,  AA^hose  whole-souled  philanthropy  has  been  their  only 
guide.  These  shii)s,  this  acceptable  freight,  these  philanthropic  gentlemen  of  the 
committees  of  New  York  and  Boston  are  here,  and  it  is  to  give  you  an  opx)ortunity 
of  expressing  your  heartfelt  gratitude  that  you  liaA'e  met  together  this  day.  I do 
not  envy  the  man  who  is  not  willing  to  join  heartily  and  sincerely  in  this  expression 
of  feeling,  but  I do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  within  the  sound  of  my  voice.  I 
hope  that  this  day  will  ])rove  that  the  citizens  of  Savannah  justly  api)reciate  the 
generosity  of  New  York  and  Boston,  and  that  they  will  further  show  that  they  look 
upon  the  action  as  the  olive  branch  of  jicace,  and  that  they  will  meet  it  on  their  part 
by  the  fairest,  frankest  accejitance  of  it  as  such.  Such,  from  what  I have  seen,  I 
believe  to  be  the  prevalent  sentiment  of  our  j^eople.  War  stirs  up  the  A^ery  founda- 
tions of  society.  We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  jarring  elements,  but  a ray  of  light  is 
daAvning.  We  may  exi)ect  that  it  will  lead  to  a more  perfect  day,  and  we  must  in 
the  meantime  endeavor  to  profit  by  the  words  of  Saint  Paul : Tribulation  worketh 
patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope.” 

He  then  introduced  to  tLe  meeting  the  following  gentlemen : Messrs. 
Archibald  Baxter,  O.  H.  B.  Babcock,  Frank  Lathrop,  representatives 
of  the  city  of  ]New  York;  Messrs.  H.  O.  Briggs,  W.  H.  Baldwin,  II.  H. 
Hyde,  refuesentatives  of  the  city  of  Boston;  Mr.  L.  E.  Chittenden,  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Kebecca  Clyde;  Mr.  John  M.  Glidden, 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Greyhound;  Captain  Veale,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  Lieutenant  Chariot,  IJ.  S.  Army,  acting  with  the  relief  com- 
mittee on  part  of  the  military  authorities. 

On  motion,  the  chair  appointed  the  following  committee  of  thirteen 
gentlemen  to  report  resolutions,  viz:  Wylly  Woodbridge,  N.  B.  Knap]), 
T.  B.  Mills,  William  Hunter,  G.W.  Wylly,  E.  Padelford,  A.  Champion, 
A.  A.  Solomons,  John  McMahon,  Isaac  Cohen,  T.  J.  Walsh,  John  K. 
Wilder,  H.  A.  Crane. 

During  the  absence  of  the  committee,  by  invitation  of  the  chairman, 
the  meeting  was  elocinently  and  appropriately  addressed  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  viz:  Messrs.  Baxter,  Chittenden,  Briggs,  Baldwin,  and 
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Hyde,  and  Captain  Y eale,  IJ.  S.  Army.  The  committee  having  returned, 
reported,  through  their  chairman,  Wylly  Woodbridge,  esq.,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

The  spontaneous  and  unsolicited  liberality  and  benevolence  of  the  citizens  of  New 
York  and  Boston,  in  raising  contributions  and  purchasing  and  forwarding  provis- 
ions for  the  use  of  the  destitute  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  call  for  no  ordinary  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  its  citizens.  Deprived  for  years  of  all  external  trade,  cut  off 
from  the  commercial  world  by  a rigid  blockade,  the  resources  of  the  town  were 
gradually  wasted  away,  until  we  had  reached  the  point  of  almost  positive  starva- 
tion when  the  occupation  by  the  army  of  General  Sherman  took  place.  This  transi- 
tion state  of  society  complicates  our  situation.  The  military  power  must  obtain, 
so  long  as  any  portion  of  the  Southern  States  maintain  an  armed  resistance  to  the 
Union.  Civil  government  cannot  be  established  nor  the  channels  of  ordinary  inter- 
course be  opened.  While  this  lasts  the  people  are  comparatively  helpless.  Such  is 
the  situation  of  Savannah,  and  such,  in  succession,  will  be  the  condition  of  the  vari- 
ous portions  of  the  country  as  they  again  fall  into  possession  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. The  hand  of  sympathy  and  fellowship  so  generously  extended  to  us  by 
the  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston,  affords  the  most  gratifying  evidence  that 
a large  portion  of  our  Northern  fellow-citizens  are  desirous  of  re-establishing  the 
amicable  relations  which  formerly  exisited  between  the  various  sections  of  our  wide- 
spread Republic,  and  ought  to  carry  conviction  to  every  unprejudiced  mind  that  there 
is  but  one  course  to  pursue,  and  that  is  to  aim  at  a speedy  termination  of  the  unfor- 
tunate strife  which  has  been  devastating  the  country  for  nearly  four  years.  Having 
appealed  to  arms  to  decide  the  question,  the  weaker  party  in  such  a contest  must 
abide  the  issue  of  events  and  cannot  dictate  terms.  But  the  proclamation  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  has  pointed  out  the  only  way  in  which  the  United  States,  with  their 
unexhausted  and  inexhaustible  materials  of  war,  will  consent  to  peace,  and  one  of 
the  largest  meetings  ever  held  in  this  city,  on  the  28th  of  December,  placed  the  peo- 
ple of  Savannah  in  the  category  presented  by  the  Chief  Magistrate.  The  meeting 
called  to-day  to  convey  the  thanks  of  our  citizens  to  the  generous  donors  of  the  pro- 
visions which  are  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  to  the  needy  is  the  direct  fruit  of 
this  action,  dictated  as  it  was  by  the  reasonable  hope  of  retrieving  the  mistakes  of 
the  past  and  re-establishing  as  far  as  possible  the  prosperity  which  once  blessed  our 
land.  Whatever  may  be  the  action  of  the  United  States  Government  in  the  future, 
this  meeting  has  to-day  a duty  to  perform  to  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston 
in  giving  expression  to  the  sentiment  of  the  town  in  relation  to  the  munificent 
bounty  of  which  it  is  the  grateful  recipient.  The  city  is  in  the  same  condition  as  it 
was  when  the  meeting  of  the  28th  of  December  was  held.  The  great  difficulty  is  in 
the  fact  that  the  people  are  without  remunerative  industrial  occupation,  which  the 
early  opening  of  our  port  would  speedily  relieve.  Let  us  hope  that  this  may  be 
remedied  in  reasonable  time.  Meanwhile  the  contributions  of  our  generous  donors 
are  literally  a Godsend,  for,  as  the  scanty  resources  of  living  which  were  in  the  city 
when  captured  have  been  gradually  consumed,  literal  starvation  stared  us  in  the 
face.  We  are  now  relieved  from  any  immediate  fear  of  this  calamity,  and  have  at 
least  respite  until  the  present  chaotic  elements  of  our  situation  shall  subside  into 
order.  Be  it,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Savannah  tender  their  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  to  the  New  York  Commercial  Association  of  the 
Produce  Exchange,  and  all  the  liberal  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who  con- 
tributed means  to  purchase  provisions,  and  also  to  the  New  York  and  Washington 
Steamship  Company,  which  so  generously  placed  the  steam-ship  Rebecca  Clyde  at 
the  service  of  the  committee  for  the  transportation  of  the  provisions  hither. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  acknowledgment  is  due  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  for  their 
prompt  and  liberal  action  in  raising  contributions  and  sending  out  provisions  for 
the  relief  of  our  citizens,  and  also  to  the  owners  of  the  steam-shiii  Greyhound  for 
their  generosity  in  furnishing  transportation  for  the  provisions;  and  that  the  place 
of  their  meeting  in  Faueuil  Hall,  the  cradle  of  American  Liberty  in  the  days  of  our 
common  struggle  for  independence,  was  an  appropriate  one  for  the  renewal  of  those 
ties  which  then  bound  MassachuseHs  and  Georgia  in  a common  bond.  The  eloquent 
and  touching  letter  of  the  Boston  Relief  Committee  to  an  unfortunate  people  is 
treasured  for  the  children  of  many  a family. 

Resolved,  That  these  expressions  are  not  alone  an  ofi'ering  from  those  whose  neces- 
sities may  induce  them  to  accept  the  bounty  so  liberally  bestowed,  but  are  the  wide 
utterance  of  a grateful  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  are  cminenlly  due,  and  are 
hereby  gratefully  returned,  to  Col.  .Julian  Allen,  of  New  York,  for  his  kindness  in 
ottering  to  advance  the  funds  and  to  make  purchases  lor  the  corporate  authorities 
of  the  city  of  Savannah,  until  he  could  be  reimbursed  by  shipments  of  rice,  and  also 
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for  his  philantrophic  exertions  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  citizens  of  New  York 
and  Boston  the  destitute  condition  of  our  people,  of  which  he  became  personally 
cognizant  while  among  us. 

Resolved,  That  our  most  cordial  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  returned,  to  Messrs. 
Archibald  Baxter,  H.  P.  Babcock,  and  Frank  Lathrop,  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  New  York  contributors,  and  to  Mr.  L.  E.  Chittenden,  and  the  other  owners  of 
the  Rebecca  Clyde;  and  to  Messrs.  H.  O.  Briggs,  W.  H.  Baldwin,  and  Henry  D. 
Hyde,  committee  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  who  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year  have  sacrificed  the  comforts  of  home  and  braved  the  privations  of  a 
winter  voyage  to  fulfill  their  mission  of  mercy,  and  also  to  Mr.  Glidden,  and  the 
other  owners  of  the  steamer  Greyhound,  for  her  gratuitous  use  in  conveying  the  pro- 
visions. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Savannah  heard  with  profound  regret  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett.  His  name  and  fame  are  the  common  pride  of  the 
country,  but  the  city  of  Savannah  will  claim  to  hold  in  especial  remembrance  the 
fact  that  the  last  public  act  of  his  life  was  in  behalf  of  her  suftering  people,  and 
under  circumstances  which  evinced  that  the  kindness  of  his  heart  was  not  even 
exceeded  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  intellect.  They  knew  he  was  great,  they  feel  he 
was  good. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Wilbur,  the  followiog  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  special  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  forwarded  to 
his  honor  the  mayor;  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  the  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York;  the  president  of  the  Produce 
Exchange  of  New  York;  to  General  W.  T.  Sherman;  to  Albert  G.  Browne,  esq.. 
Treasury  agent;  to  Col.  Julian  Allen,  of  New  York;  to  his  honor  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  and  the  president  of  the  Board  of  T.rade  of  Boston. 

On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

E.  D.  ARNOLD, 

Mayor  of  Savannah, 
JOHN  GAMMELL, 

Secretary, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  op  the  Tennessee, 

January  30^  1865 — 11  a.  m, 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

General  : My  headquarters  are  out  five  miles  from  yours.  I find 
the  road  excellent,  for  the  most  part  high  and  sandy,  very  much  like 
the  road  you  traveled  from  Milieu  to  Station  No.  2.  The  road  was 
obstructed  about  a mile  ahead,  and  about  four  miles  farther  on  the 
milldam  (McTieEs)  was  cut  and  the  road  said  to  be  flooded.  Just  in 
my  rear  is  the  cross  road  to  McPhersonville.  We  have  picked  up 
about  forty  head  of  cattle;  scarcely  any  forage,  however.  General 
Blair’s  corps  is  now  going  into  camp. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Fields  S.  (7.,  January  30^  1865, 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  a party  of  rebels,  some 
twenty  in  number,  have  been  seen  on  the  road  between  this  [dace  and 
Pocotaligo  or  Salkehatchie.  One  man  was  fired  upon  and  his  horse 
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shot,  and  I fear  an  ambulance  captured.  If  you  send  me  any  dis- 
patches please  send  them  well  escorted.  I shall  patrol  and  picket  well 
to  the  rear. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


IIdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field.,  8.  6\,  January  30,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : General  Logan  has  gone  into  camp,  his  head  of  column 
being  in  McPhersonville.  General  Blair’s  escort  in  reconnoiteiing  the 
country  came  upon  some  forty  rebels  at  Tennant’s  Branch,  drove 
them  off  and  crossed  the  creek.  The  report  I made  to  you  concerning 
the  breaking  of  the  dam  was  a mistake.  The  rebels  made  an  attempt  to 
break  it  but  failed.  The  rebels  are  reported  in  force  at  Broxton’s 
Bridge  (the  next  this  side  of  Rivers’  Post-Office  Bridge),  with  some 
works  beyond  the  Salkehatchie.  Inclosed  please  find  the  Charleston 
Mercury  for  January  23,  1865. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  30,  1865. 
Major-General  Ho^yard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  The  general-in-chief  desires  me  to  say  that  he  is  waiting 
anxiously  to  hear  from  Major-General  Slocum,  in  order  that  he  may 
know  that  all  is  ready,  and  will  then  make  orders  for  moving.  General 
Slocum  has  orders  to  report  his  readiness.  The  general  wishes  you  to 
hold  your  command  in  readiness  and  prepared  to  reach  Hickory  Hill 
Post-Office  the  next  march;  also  to  have  General  Blair  reconnoiter,  with 
a view  of  learning  if  there  be  a practicable  road  for  communication  and 
marching  from  JMcPhersonville  to  Robertsville.  There  are  a lot  of 
recruits,  &c.,  here  that  will  report  to  you  to-night  or  in  the  morning. 
The  general  says  if  you  have  arms  you  may  put  them  to  duty,  but  if 
not  and  cannot  make  good  use  of  them,  you  may  return  them  to  Beaufort 
if  you  wish.  The  general  does  not  wish  you  to  move  beyond  your 
present  position  until  all  are  ready  and  orders  made. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOil, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C.,  January  30,  1865. 

Capt.  Samuel  L.  Taggart, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  Inclosed  please  find  recommendation  concerning  Captain 
Bedford.  1 like  your  General  Orders,  No.  5,  except  tlie  last  paragraph, 
to  which  I am  afraid  the  War  Department  will  make  some  objections. 
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It  would  liave  been  better  to  have  stopped  with  the  word  absence.  I 
have,  however,  such  coufideiice  in  you,  captain,  as  to  believe  you  will 
in  no  case  exceed  the  authority  necessary  to  the  public  service.  I have 
recommended  Captain  Bedford  to  be  mustered  out  of  service,  because 
he  did  not  come  straight  to  me,  and  I understand  has  intimated  his 
wish  to  leave  the  service  sooner  than  come  in  the  field.  From  what  1 
have  heard,  I presume  General  Meagher  will  be  down  with  about  8,000 
men  belonging  to  our  army.  Please  consult  with  General  Foster  as  to 
a place  for  encamping  them,  and  hold  them  ready  to  join  me  at  the 
first  opportunity.  Ask  General  Meagher  to  look  particularly  as  to 
comxfieteness  in  equipment,  discipline,  and  drill.  Please  write  me  a 
note  whenever  you  send  any  papers,  communicating  with  me  freely 
and  confidentially  as  you  choose. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General, 


[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Focotaligo^  S.  January  29^  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Geii.  E,  D.  Townsend, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General^  U.  8.  Army^  Washington.,  D.  G.: 
General:  I have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  Capt.  Wimer  Bed- 
fordj  assistant  adjutant  general,  be  mustered  out  of  the  U.  S.  service. 
Captain  Bedford  lias  done  his  duty  well,  but  now,  I understand,  pre- 
fers some  other  than  field  service.  There  is  no  necessity  for  his  serv- 
ices in  my  adjutant’s  office,  except  in  the  field. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


General  * Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  V Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

1^0.  7.  ) In  the  Field,  8.  €.,  January  30,  1865. 

Corps  commanders  will  issue  stringent  orders  with  reference  to  for- 
aging during  the  campaign,  a copy  of  which  will  be  sent  to  these  head- 
quarters, limiting  the  number  of  foragers  and  reporting  daily  the  name 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  foraging  party  of  each  brigade,  who  will 
be  held  strictly  accountable  for  all  abuses  of  his  authority  or  improper 
conduct  of  the  men  under  his  command.  All  firing  by  foraging  parties 
other  than  that  against  the  enemy  must  be  jirohibited,  as  it  would  be 
iirqiossible  to  determine  whether  it  was  occasioned  by  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  or  the  shooting  of  hogs,  cattle,  &c. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

l7i  the  Field,  8.  0.,  January  30,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dejyartment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain : A mnn  just  reiiorts  that  the  rebels  arc  on  our  road  in  the 
rear  near  the  forks  of  the  road  leading  to  McPherson ville;  they  cap- 
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tured  a wagon  and  killed  the  horse  of  this  man;  they  are  dressed  in 
our  uniform.  I have  sent  General  Smith’s  mounted  men  after  theiin 
My  understanding  was  that  John  E.  Smith’s  division  was  at  McPher 
sonville;  he  certainly  cannot  be,  or  the  rebels  c.ould  not  be  on  this  road 
Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field.,  January  30,  1865. 

[Maj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps:] 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Logan’s  headquarters  are  at  McPherson ville.  Several  com- 
munications have  been  received  from  there  this  afternoon.  He  suggests 
that  these  depredations  may  have  been  committed  by  some  of  our  own 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C.,  January  30,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  General  Force  reports  that  he  sent  two  regiments  to  the 
Salkehatchie,  which  they  succeeded  in  reaching  by  wading  through  a 
swamp  four  feet  deep.  They  built  fires  and  chopped  timber,  making  as 
much  noise  as  possible  to  attract  the  enemy’s  attention,  but  failed  to 
see  any  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major- Geyieral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

January  30,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong, 

Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Staff : 

Colonel:  General  Blair  requests  me  to  give  you  the  result  of  the 
reconnaissance  sent  to  McTier’s  Mill,  about  three  miles  in  advance 
of  our  present  position.  The  advance  (cavalry)  first  struck  the  enemy 
about  half  a mile  this  side  of  the  mill,  and  drove  them  without  any 
trouble  beyond  the  stream  and  swamp.  As  near  as  I could  determine 
from  information  given  by  citizens  there  were  less  than  100  rebels  all 
told;  we  did  not  see  more  than  twenty  or  thirty.  There  has  been  a 
force  of  about  100  encamped  near  that  place  for  some  time,  consis  jing 
of  three  companies  of  South  Carolina  cavalry  and  one  company  of 
Wheeler’s  scouts,  under  Captains  Smart,  Lowry,  and  Campbell;  all 
under  Colonel  Colcock.  They  were  under  orders  to  cross  the  river 
at  Broxton’s  Bridge,  about  twenty  miles  above  this  point,  and  move 
down  the  river  toward  Salkehatchie  bridge,  whenever  we  attempted 
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to  cross  at  that  point.  This  citizen  is  now  under  the  impression  they 
will  cross  at  this  bridge  and  attempt  to  hold  it.  They  had  two  pieces 
of  artillery  with  them,  but  it  was  sent  away  some  days  ago.  He  has 
not  heard  of  any  infantry  on  this  side  of  the  river;  thinks  Wheeler  is 
over  to  our  front  and  left.  He  says  they  all  talked  as  though  they 
expected  us  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  Charleston.  A small  bridge 
across  the  creek  was  burned,  but  will  be  repaired  before  morning.  We 
have  two  regiments  out  there  to  hold  the  position.  The  general  sent 
two  regiments  to  make  a demonstration  at  the  river,  but  we  have  not 
received  any  report  from  them  yet. 

A.  HICKENLOOPER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

January  30^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  : Major-General  Blair  directs  that  you  picket  well  down 
the  road  leading  to  the  Salkehatchie  River,  a short  distance  beyond 
your  camp.  About  twenty  rebels  are  lurking  round  the  forks  of  that 
road  and  you  may  be  able  to  catch  some  of  them  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Biv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  23.  ) In  the  Field,  8.  C.,  January  30,  1865. 

****### 

HI.  This  command  will  move  forward  at  — o’clock  to-morrow  in  the 
following  order:  First,  First  Brigade;  second.  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio; 
third.  Second  Brigade;  ambulances  and  trains  in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  BOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Biv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  ) In  the  Field,  January  30,  1865. 

I.  During  the  present  campaign  all  orders  regulating  the  march 
from  Atlanta  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  will  remain  in  force.  Foraging  par- 
ties will  be  at  once  organized  by  brigade  commanders,  but  greater 
precaution  will  be  necessary  for  their  safety.  They  will  receive  their 
instructions  each  morning  from  brigade  commanders,  to  whom  they 
must  report  on  their  return  at  night  with  their  whole  number  of  men. 
Rations  will  be  issued  in  x)roportion  to  the  amount  brought  in  by  the 
foragers. 

II.  The  idea  that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  are  any  different  or 
any  more  hostile  to  our  Government  than  those  of  any  other  State  is, 
I have  no  doubt,  by  this  time  dispelled.  We  hud  here  about  the  same 
class  of  peoi)le  as  in  Georgia,  and  1 am  sure  all  good  soldiers  who  have 
wives,  sisters,  and  mothers  at  home  wdl  leave  a fair  share  of  provis- 
ions for  their  maintenance. 
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III.  The  firing  of  guns  must  at  once  be  stopped.  A general  court- 
martial  will  be  convened  and  will  be  caliecl  together  nightly,  or  as 
often  as  necessary,  and  men  found  firing  guns,  straggling,  entering- 
houses,  pillaging,  or  committing  any  other  misdemeanors  will  be  sum- 
marily punished.  The  importance  of  carefully  husbanding  our  rations 
cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all.  Better  to  go 
a little  short  all  the  time  than  be  entirely  without  at  the  close.  All 
orders  issued  on  the  march  in  which  the  troops  are  interested  should 
be  read,  either  at  halts  or.,  which  is  i)referabie,  before  starting  on  the 
morning  after  their  reception. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

AD.  WAKE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Kohertsville.,  8.  (7.,  Jamiary  30,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Jackson: 

The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  send 
at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  the  whole  of  Colonel  Selfridge’s  bri- 
gade to  assist  in  repairing  the  road  from  the  upper  landing,  on  the 
Savannah  Kiver,  to  the  bridge  (along  the  river). 

^ # 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Dept,  of  the  South,  1st  Sep.  Brig., 

No.  2.  ) Morris  Island,  8.  G.,  January  30,  1865. 

Brigadier-general  commanding  thanks  Capt.  John  A.  Hennessy, 
Fifty- second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his 
command  for  their  energetic  and  efficient  service  in  Charleston  Harbor 
during  the  past  two  months.  The  brigadier-general  especially  com- 
mends the  bold  and  spirited  enterprise  of  the  night  of  January  19,  by 
which  rebel  steamer  was  driven  aground  near  Fort  Sumter,  in  a posi- 
tion Avhich  enabled  our  batteries  to  destroy  her. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Capt.,  21st  U.  8.  Colored  Troops  andActy.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

8avannah,  Ga.,  January  30,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  8avannah,  Department  of  the  8outh : 
General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  he  desires  the  recruiting  of  negroes  in  this  city  to  be  vigorously 
pushed  forward,  and  that  you  offer  every  facility  to  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Littlefield,  general  superintendent  volunteer  recruiting  service 
of  the  department,  in  the  establishment  of  recruiting  ofiices  here  for 
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that  purpose.  General  Littlefield  lias  been  instructed  to  take  no  men 
from  any  of  the  departments  of  the  army,  those  connected  with  the  fire 
department  of  this  city,  nor  those  now  engaged  in  the  forwarding  of  sup- 
plies for  General  Sherman’s  army,  left  behind  by  him;  but  he  is  not  to 
refuse  to  receive  any  who  present  themselves  and  desire  to  be  enlisted. 
If  any  trouble  arises  from  men  so  presenting  themselves  for  enlistment, 
in  consequence  of  their  services  being  required  in  the  department  Avhere 
employed,  their  places  must  be  supplied  by  able-bodied  negroes  who 
are  now  in  the  city,  apparently  idle.  If  necessary  these  men  must  be 
pressed  into  the  service  as  laborers,  &c. 

Very  respecitfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannahy  Ga.,  January  30^  1865, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield, 

General  Superintendent  Volmiteer  Recruiting  Service^ 

Department  of  the  South,  Savannah,  Ga. : ■ 
General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that,  having  come  to  this  city  on  his  verbal  orders  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  negroes  for  the  new  regiments  now  being  organized  in  this 
department,  you  will  limit  the  enlistment  somewhat  until  the  suiiplies 
for  Major-General  Sherman’s  army,  left  behind  by  him,  are  all  for- 
warded, merely  making  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  recruiting  offices  in  the  city,  when  the  enlistments  will  be  vig- 
orously pushed  forward.  You  have  authority  to  go  so  far  at  present  as 
to  enlist  all  able-bodied  negroes  that  are  not  in  the  employ  of  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  army  or  connected  with  the  fire  department  of 
this  city.  You  are  not,  however,  to  refuse  any  who  come  forward  and 
request  to  be  enlisted. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Ga,,  January  30,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

General:  Major-General  Schofield,  with  the  Avhole  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corx)s,  has  been  ordered  east  from  Tennessee  to  operate  in  North 
Carolina,  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  Beaufort,  N.  G.  His  force  consists 
of  21,000  effectives;  you  will  at  once  prepare  to  receive  them.  General 
Schofield  while  operating  in  North  Carolina  is  to  have  command  of  all 
the  troo])S  in  that  State.  His  operations  will  be  directed  up  the  rail- 
road toward  Goldsborough  and  Raleigh,  and  also  ])robably  toward 
NVilmington.  1 wish  you  to  have  as  full  and  complete  information  as 
you  can  procure  in  n^.spect  to  the  enemy’s  force,  condition  of  the  roads 
toward  Goldsborough,  and  the  best  way  to  get  possession  of  the  rail- 
road without  affording  the  enemy  a chance  to  destroy  it.  A construc- 
tion corps,  under  General  McCallum,  will  be  ordered  from  here  to  put 
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the  railroad  in  perfect  order,  to  change  the  gauge  to  five  feet,  and  to 
supply  it  with  locomotives  and  cars.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
have  all  your  force  ready  to  take  the  field  immediately  on  General 
Schofield’s  arrival.  I send  fuller  instructions  for  General  Schofield, 
which  I desire  you  will  deliver  as  soon  as  you  arrive  at  Beaufort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Oa.,  January  30,  1865. 
Commanding  General  U.  S.  Forces, 

Mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Scho- 
field, with  the  whole  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  has  been  ordered  east 
from  Tennessee,  and  is  now  on  his  way  for  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He  will 
operate  in  North  Carolina.  This  is  to  inform  you  of  this  fact,  and  that 
Major-General  Schofield  is  to  have  command  of  all  the  forces  in  North 
Carolina,  operating  in  connection  with  General  Sherman’s  movements, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  orders.  Until  such  times  as  you  receive  orders 
from  General  Schofield  you  will  act  upon  your  present  orders,  and  in 
case  any  new  circumstances  arise  to  vary  them  you  will  act  according 
to  your  best  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Department  of  the  South. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  30,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a copy  of  a letter  of 
instruction  from  Major-General  Sherman  to  me.*  By  it  you  will  see 
that  you  are  to  operate  in  North  Carolina,  in  connection  with  the  move- 
ments of  General  Sherman  through  South  Carolina,  and  to  be  prepared 
to  receive  him  at  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  having  the  railroad  from  Beau- 
fort up  in  perfect  order,  so  that  his  army  may  be  quickly  supplied  while 
operating  in  North  Carolina.  You  are  to  have  command  of  all  the 
troops  in  the  State.  These  include  General  Palmer’s  forces,  originally 
in  the  District  of  North  Carolina,  and  General  Terry’s  force,  at  the 
mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River.  General  Palmer  has  been  ordered  to  pre- 
pare for  the  reception  of  your  force,  and  to  obtain  all  the  necessary 
information  respecting  the  enemy’s  force,  the  condition  of  the  roads 
toward  Goldsborough  and  the  best  way  to  get  possession  of  the  railroad 
without  giving  the  enemy  a chance  to  destroy  it.  When  I marched  to 
Goldsborough  to  destroy  the  railroad  there  in  13ecember,  18G3  [1862],  my 
force  consisted  of  12,000  men,  and  I succeeded  in  accomplishing  the 
object  against  superior  forces  by  deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  tlie  route. 
I marched  about  half  the  way  to  Kinston  upon  the  direct  road,  then 
throwing  forward  a cavalry  force  directly  toward  Kinston  to  conceal 
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the  iLOvemeiit,  I struck  off  to  the  left,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
passage  of  the  Southwest  Creek,  at  what  is  called  the  fourth  crossing, 
before  the  enemy  could  concentrate  to  oppose  it.  Southwest  Creek  has 
four  crossings,  one  between  the  main  road  and  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 
The  creek  here  has  firm  banks,  and  is  favorable  for  throwing  a bridge 
across  and  forcing  a passage.  The  second  crossing  is  where  the  main 
road  to  Kinston  crosses,  and  is  very  unfavorable,  as  the  enemy  can  hold 
the  narrow  causeway,  which  is  a milldam,  along  which  the  road  passes, 
with  a comparatively  small  force.  In  forcing  a passage  in  this  vicinity 
the  crossing  should  be  made  below  the  dam,  between  that  and  the 
mouth  of  the  creek.  The  crossings,  three  and  four,  higher  uj)  the 
stream,  are  more  unfavorable,  unless  secured  by  surprise,  on  account  of 
the  marshy  nature  of  the  banks  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

We  fought  the  battle  of  Kinston  between  the  creek  and  the  river, 
and  pursued  so  rapidly  after  breaking  the  enemy  as  to  secure  the  bridge 
crossing  the  river  into  the  town  of  Kinston.  I then  made  a feint  to 
advance  up  the  road  to  Goldsborough,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
This,  hoAvever,  is  a difficult  route  to  take  if  the  enemy  be  in  strong 
force,  as  the  road  crosses  three  or  four  creeks,  behind  which  the  enemy 
had,  even  at  that  time,  provided  strong  defenses.  After  feinting,  there- 
fore, toward  Goldsborough,  on  the  north  side,  I recrossed  the  bridge  and 
advanced  rapidly  up  the  south  bank.  The  road  here  is  higher,  sandier, 
and  altogether  better  than  that  on  the  north  bank.  There  are  no  bridges 
on  the  river  until  between  Kinston  and  Goldsborough,  and  only  one 
ford  at  extreme  low  water  a feAV  miles  beloAV  White  Hall.  There  are 
no  defiles  on  the  road  that  cannot  readily  be  forced.  The  country  is 
open  and  good.  Upon  arriving  at  Goldsborough  the  river  can  be  crossed 
either  on  the  railroad  bridge,  to  be  in  possession  of  the  town,  or  by  the 
country  bridge,  which  is  about  half  a mile  above  the  railroad  bridge. 
I have  ascertained  since  that  time  the  enemy  have  erected  stronger 
works  at  Kinston,  and  they  may  also  have  erected  works  to  defend  the 
bridges  at  Goldsborough.  Both,  however,  can  be  turned  by  taking  a 
more  circuitous  march  in  attacking  either  place.  The  railroad  bridge 
at  Kinston  was  partially  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  and  about  two  miles 
and  a half  of  the  railroad  between  it  and  Core  Creek  was  taken  up. 
The  bridge  at  Core  Creek  was  destroyed  by  our  troops,  but  General 
Palmer  ought  to  be  able  to  rebuild  it  by  the  time  you  get  there.  Gen- 
eral ]\IcCallum,  with  a corps  of  several  hundred  railroad  construction- 
ists, lias  been  ordered  to  North  Carolina  to  put  the  road  from  Beaufort 
to  Goldsborough  in  i)erfect  repair,  to  cliange  the  gauge  to  five  feet,  and 
to  provide  new  locomotives  and  cars.  While  engaged  in  this  work  he 
must  have  the  whole  control  of  the  management  of  the  road  and  of  the 
shops  from  which  he  will  have  to  depend  for  the  necessary  repairs.  If 
General  McCallum  be  absent.  Colonel  Wright,  his  assistant,  will  exer- 
cise a like  control,  under  your  orders.  The  object  is  to  have  the  road 
repaired  and  fitted  in  every  resjiect,  so  as  to  convey  rapidly  sufficient 
supplies  to  Goldsborough  for  General  Sherman’s  army  when  it  arrives 
tliere.  The  extension  will  eventually  be  made  to  Baleigh,  also  toward 
Wilmington  and  Weldon. 

General  Sherman  expects  you  to  get  ])ossession  of  the  railroad  to 
Goldsborough  as  soon  as  possible,  and  have  its  reconstruction  com- 
menced and  completed.  If  you  cannot  occupy  the  whole  road,  by 
reason  of  the  enemy’s  strength,  you  must  occuiiy  as  high  up  as  pos- 
sible— at  any  rate,  to  get  iiossession  of  it  as  far  as  Kinston.  If  the 
enemy’s  force  has  moved  down  in  South  Carolina  to  meet  General  Sher- 
man you  will  not  follow,  but  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
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to  seize  both  Raleigh  and  Wilmington.  General  Sherman  has  moved 
to-day  from  Poeotaligo  with  the  Eight  Wing  of  his  army.  The  Left 
Wing  also  marches  to  day  from  the  vicinity  of  Sister’s  Ferry,  on  the 
Savannah  River.  His  army  is  as  strong  in  every  way  and  in  as  good 
spirits  as  when  it  left  Savannah.  He  will  move  toward  Columbia, 
turning  Branchville,  and  cut  all  the  railroad  around  about  Columbia 
and  Camden.  He  may  or  may  not  attack  Branchville.  After  devas- 
tating the  State  as  much  as  he  intends  he  will  strike  for  Goldsborough 
or  Raleigh  if  you  succeed  in  getting  them.  I hardly  think  he  will  come 
in  at  Wilmington,  although  circumstances  may  induce  him  to  do  so. 
He  may  also  possibly  touch  sea  coast  at  Georgetown  before  going  into 
Rorth  Carolina.  He  will  probably  be  at  Goldsborough  or  in  communi- 
cation with  you  between  the  5th  and  15th  of  March.  While  he  is  mov- 
ing in  the  interior  1 shall  operate  with  all  the  movable  force  that  I have 
along  the  coast  in  the  form  of  demonstrations,  and  if  the  enemy  are 
fools  enough  to  leave  any  point  unguarded  we  hope  to  be  wise  enough 
to  profit  by  it.  My  force,  however,  is  very  small,  only  15,000  effectives, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  absorbed  in  garrisons.  I can  only  move  a small 
division  of  3,000  men,  under  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  in  his  co  operating 
movements  along  the  coast.  I send  Major  Anderson,  of  my  staff',  who 
will  explain  to  you  any  details  that  1 have  omitted  to  Avrite  with 
respect  to  your  movements,  my  own  force.  General  Sherman’s  intended 
movements,  and  my  own. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers^  Comdg.  Department  of  the  South. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  January  1865. 

(Received  10  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  came  too  late  for  reply  by  mail.  I 
wished  to  say  that  the  board  I am  on  has  nothing  to  do  now,  as  Ames’ 
guns  will  not  be  ready  for  some  weeks.  I Avould  like  to  be  relieved 
from  it  for  more  important  duty. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  30,  1865 — 11.50  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Brooldyn,  N.  Y. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  repair  to  Hilton  Head  and 
relieve  General  Foster  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South. 
General  Foster  has  a leave  of  absence. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Brooklyn,  R.  Y.,  January  30,  1865. 

(Received  2.46  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  ordering  me  to  the  Department  of  the  South  is 
received. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  January  31^  1865 — 7 a.  m, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

Please  iiifonn  General  Scliotield  that  since  my  absence  Mahone’s 
division,  about  5,000  strong,  has  gone  soiPh.  My  opinion  is,  liowever, 
they  will  not  stop  at  Wilmington.  It  is  important  that  Schoheld 
should  move  without  delay. 

U.  S.  GPANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865 — 11.30  a.  ni. 

(Eeceived  1.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Please  constitute  North  Carolina  a department  for  iiresent  purposes, 
Major-General  Schofield  in  command,  subject  to  ShermaiUs  orders.  It 
is  impossible  for  Foster  to  give  orders  from  Hilton  Head  as  well  as  I 
can  from  here.  I will  give  General  Schofield  all  his  orders  and  instruc- 
tions until  Sherman  gets  in  reach  of  him. 


U.  S.  GEANT, 


Lieutenant-  General, 


Washington,  January  31, 1865 — 5.30  p.  m, 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

The  Department  of  Norfli  Carolina,  with  Schofield  in  command,  has 
been  ordered  as  you  requested. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


General  Orders,  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  12.  i Washington,  January  31,  1865. 

The  Military  Department  of  North  Carolina  is  hereby  constituted  to 
consist  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  whicli  is  detached  from  the 
Department  of  the  South.  Major-General  Schofield  is  assigned  to  the 
(command.  Tlie  department  will,  until  further  instructions,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  and  control  of  Major-General  Sherman. 

Ey  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Wa.r  Dept.,  Ad.jt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  49.  } W ashington,  January  31,  1865. 

# * * * * * * • 

47.  The  telegraphic  order  of  January  30,  1865,  from  this  Department, 
directing  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  IJ.  S.  Volunteers,  to  repair  to  Hil- 
ton Head,  S.  C.,  and  relieve  Major-General  Foster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  is  hereby  confirmed. 
***##*# 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City^  January  31^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  ISavannah,  Ga.: 

General:  The  arrival  of  your  army  on  tlie  Atlantic  coast  increases 
very  considerably  the  water  transportation  required  of  this  department, 
and  in  view  of  this  fact  I beg  to  suggest  that  your  chief  quartermaster 
be  reminded  of  the  importance  of  ordering  to  Koav  York  all  sea  steam- 
ers at  the  earliest  moment  they  can  be  spared.  I am  satisfied  that  ves- 
sels are  detained  at  difierent  points,  unloading  and  from  other  causes, 
longer  than  they  should  be.  I would  also  respectfully  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  great  saving  that  could  be  made  on  freights  if  a reasonable 
notice  could  be  given  to  the  department  of  the  stores  required  to  be 
shipiied.  The  commissary  department  should  give  thirty  days’  notice 
of  the  amount  of  subsistence  stores  required  for  your  army,  when  they 
could  be  sent  in  sailing  vessels  at  half  the  expense.  At  present  nearly 
every  requisition  is  accompanied  by  an  urgent  request  that  the  stores 
or  troops  be  sent  forward  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  when,  of  course, 
steamers  have  to  be  employed.  Very  large  coastwise  movements  of 
troops  during  the  past  month  and  at  the  present  time  absorb  nearly 
every  sea  going  steamer  of  the  Northern  ports.  No  sooner  is  a steamer 
built  by  private  enterprise  for  a particular  line  than,  under  urgent 
demand,  it  is  taken  up  by  the  Quartermaster’s  Department. 

As  an  instance  of  the  great  expenditures  arising  from  these  sudden 
movements  I refer  to  the  steamer  Monterey,  which  Avas  ordered  to  the 
Department  of  the  South  with  cargo  of  commissary  stores.  She  is  of 
1,030  tons  burden,  and  was  absent  over  fifty  days  at  an  expense  of 
about  $25,000,  besides  the  cost  of  the  coal  she  consumed.  She  lay 
many  days  idle  in  the  harbors  and  rivers  of  the  coast  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  made  cue  or  two  trips  from  Savannah  to  Beaufort  with 
wagons  and  ambulances,  and  cost  the  United  States  for  her  service 
some  $25,000.  Every  idle  day  cost  $403. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster  and  Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  January  31,  1865. 

General  Howard: 

General  Slocum  has  not  yet  reported.  I don’t  see  how  any  of  the 
enemy  can  be  to  your  rear.  If  so,  they  should  be  caught;  for  there  is 
no  escape  for  them  except  into  swamps,  where  our  men  can  follow  on 
foot.  The  commanding  officer  at  Coosawhatchie  says  negroes  just 
from  Barnwell  report  that  our  troops  engaged  the  enemy  over  about 
Lawtonville  and  were  driving  them  rapidly  beyond.  We  will  start 
to-morrow,  anyhow. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Comdg.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  hfississippi : 

General  : General  Force  has  been  continuing  a reconnaissance  with 
two  regiments  to  my  right  rear,  along  the  Salkehatchie,  By  cutting 
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trees  and  other  demonstrations  he  has  succeeded  in  drawing  the  fire  of 
a rebel  battery,  which  will  account  for  the  occasional  firing.  General 
Logan  finds  his  road  badly  obstructed.  He  has  cleared  out  about  five 
miles  of  it  to-day.  He  hnds  a road  leading  to  the  left  from  Brailsford- 
ville,  but  it  is  swampy  and  bad.  A road  to  the  left  of  General  Blair’s 
front  has  a bridge  destroyed.  I have  concluded  to  keep  the  detach- 
ment of  recruits,  mostly  for  Kilpatrick,  though  but  few  of  them  have 
arms.  I will  use  them  for  fatigue  duty,  clearing  away  obstructions,  &c. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  8.  ] In  the  Fields  8.  C.,  January  31,  I860. 

General  Orders,  Ko.  4,  dated  from  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  S.  0., 
January  24,  1865,  was  issued  under  a misapprehension  of  the  wishes  of 
the  commanding  general.  While  he  entertains  a high  regard  for  the 
young  men  to  whom  the  medals  of  honor  are  awarded,  and  believes 
they  deserve  substantial  reward,  yet,  as  there  is  no  established  method 
of  extending  the  same  principle  of  distribution  from  his  own  head- 
quarters to  the  entire  army,  the  said  order  is  suspended  until  the  mat- 
ter has  been  further  considered. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  AN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  27.  ) l7i  the  Field,  Janua^^y  31,  1865. 

I.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  to-morrow,  commencing 
at  7 a.  m.:  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan  com- 
manding, will  march  to  Hickory  Hill  Post-OfQce,  the  head  of  his  column 
reaching  to  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading  to  Whippy  Swamp  Post- 
Office.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  command- 
ing, will  move  along  the  Salkehatchie  road,  crossing  Whippy  Swamp 
with  at  least  one  division.  The  wagon  train  of  these  headquarters  will 
follow  the  leading  division  of  General  Blair’s  corps.  The  bridge  train 
Avill  follow  the  division  second  in  column  of  General  Blair’s  corps.  In 
case  anything  should  interrupt  communication  with  Major-General 
Logan’s  command,  he  will  endeavor  to  reach  Angley’s  Post-Office  in 
the  next  day’s  march,  to  wffiich  there  are  two  routes  open  to  him,  one 
by  the  way  of  Whippy  Swamp  Post-Office  and  the  Whippy  Swamp 
road,  the  other  by  the  Coosawhatchie  Swamp  road  and  the  road  leading 
from  Duck  Branch  Post  Office  to  Angley’s  Post-Office. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Special  Orders, 
No.  22. 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

McFhersoyiville,  8.  C.,  January  31,  1865. 
***** 


V.  The  march  will  be  resumed  by  this  division  in  the  direction  of 
Hickory  Hill  Post-Office  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  February  1,  the  Second 
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Brigade  Laving  the  advance.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods  (whose 
brigade  marches  in  rear)  will  detail  a rear  guard  and  escort  for  the 
trains  as  required  by  Special  Orders,  No.  20,  January  29,  from  these 
headquarters.  Lieutenant  MacCahill  will  move  five  of  his  ordnance 
wagons  immediately  in  rear  of  the  troops,  four  to  be  loaded  with 
infantry  ammunition,  the  remaining  one  with  artillery. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gemeral. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  iS.  (7.,  January  31 , 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Clark, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  one  regi- 
ment infantry  in  readiness  to  move,  at  a moment’s  notice,  out  on 
road  with  pioneer  corjis,  under  direction  of  Captain  Klostermann, 
chief  engineer  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Near  McPhersonville^  8.  0.,  January  31,  1865. 

Capt.  S.  M.  Budlong, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Tourtel- 
lotte,  in  charge  of  all  trail siDortation,  detachments,  &c.,  left  at  Beau- 
fort, S.  C. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  T.  CLARK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : Some  recruits  belonging  to  the  cavalry,  Twentieth  and 
Fourteenth  Corps,  have  just  arrived.  I will  assign  officers  to  command 
them,  and  wish  you  would  assign  them  to  one  of  your  divisions  until 
we  can  turn  them  over  to  their  respective  commands.  You  can  draw 
on  them  for  fatigue  duty,  &c. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  28.  ( In  the  Field,  8.  C.,  January  31,  1865. 

* * ^ ^ * * * 

III.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow: 
First.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  in  advance. 
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starting  at  7 a.  m.  Second.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  his  command  forward  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  direct  road. 
Third.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
General  Mower,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8 o’clock.  Fourth.  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen..G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow  Gen- 
eral Force,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock.  Fifth.  The  bridge 
train  will  move  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  Sixth.  The  train  of  these 
headquarters  and  of  department  headquarters  will  follow  the  First 
Division. 

ly.  The  train  of  the  Mnth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  until 
further  orders  move  with  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 
****** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

January  31,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I took  at  noon  two  regi- 
ments to  make  a demonstration  before  the  rebel  works  guarding  the 
crossing  at  the  burnt  pontoons.  The  work  appears  to  stand  nearly  700 
yards  beyond  the  river.  The  space  between  it  and  the  river,  and  for 
100  yards  on  this  side,  has  been  cleared  by  felling  timber.  Going  iu 
advance  with  a staff  officer  and  half  a dozen  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois 
into  this  open  space  we  drew  their  fire,  and  found  they  had  one  gun 
and  apparently  less  than  100  men.  I then  pushed  forward  two  com- 
panies of  sharjishooters  (one  each  from  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Wis- 
consin) to  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  rebels  promptly  re-enforced  the 
fort  with  another  gun  and  a regiment  with  its  colors.  Silencing  their 
tire,  I set  forty  axmeii  to  work  felling  large  trees  on  the  edge  of  the  open 
space,  but  out  of  sight  of  the  work.  At  the  sound  of  the  axes  the  rebels 
opened  again  with  their  two  guns  and  extended  their  musketry  farther 
down  the  river.  Their  aim,  however,  was  made  uncertain  by  our  skir- 
mish fire.  At  3.30  1 recalled  the  skirmishers  and  sent  them  and  the 
axmen  back  to  camp,  as  they  had  to  wade  up  to  their  hips  to  get  to 
the  river.  The  regiments  meanwhile,  remaining  on  tlie  bank  in  an 
open  field,  nearly  a mile  fi*om  the  river,  had  made  two  i)iles  of  rails  in 
lines  to  represent  a division  camp  in  two  lines.  I sent  a company  down 
to  the  river  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing  over  and  learning  the 
deception.  I then  returned  to  camp  at  sunset,  leaving  instructions  to 
light  the  fires  at  dark,  to  move  back  to  camp  at  (>.30,  and  as  tlie  troops 
move  to  sound  tattoo  with  bugles  and  field  music  disiiosed  along  the 
lines  so  as  to  represent  the  position  of  such  music  in  a division  camp. 
I left  Captain  Adams  of  my  staff  with  the  two  regiments.  No  one  was 
hurt. 

I am,  caiitain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commandiny  Division. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Pocotaligo^  January  31,  1865 — 9 a.  ni. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Sisterh  Ferry: 

Howard  moves  Wednesday  morning  via  Hickory  Hill  and  Rivers’ 
Bridge.  Communicate  witli  me  at  Hickory  Hill  and  follow  as  raiiidly 
as  possible  by  tbe  old  Orangeburg  road,  by  Lawton ville.  Duck  Branch 
Post-Office,  and  Buford’s  Bridge.  Let  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  keep  on 
your  left  front.  I have  not  heard  of  your  crossing  the  Savannah  yet, 
but  negroes  report  you  pushing  the  enemy  through  Lawtonville.  Make 
the  most  possible  of  this  fine  weather. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Eohertsville,  8.  (7.,  January  31,  1865. 

Maj.  L,  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Ma.jor:  My  command,  excepting  Geary’s  division  with  the  Four- 
teenth Corps,  arrived  at  this  place  day  before  yesterday.  Your  dis- 
patch was  received  the  same  night,  and  by  much  effort  I got  it  through 
to  General  Slocum,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  bluff  on  the  river  five 
miles  below.  I found  the  road  from  this  to  the  river  under  water  from 
one  to  three  feet  deep  for  one  mile  and  a half,  with  four  bridges  gone. 
The  iioint  where  the  road  from  the  Georgia  side  rea(*hes  the  river  is 
about  three  miles  below  the  point  where  the  road  from  this  side  strikes 
the  river,  and  from  that  down  the  road  is  through  low  ground,  now 
overflowed  the  whole  distance,  and  for  three-eighths  of  a mile  at  least 
four  to  six  feet  deep.  The  pontoon  bridge  is  laid  below,  and  parties  on 
both  ends  are  at  Avork  on  the  road.  It  cannot  be  made  passable,  in  the 
opinion  of  General  Slocum,  within  four  days.  The  river  is  under  a 
second  freshet,  AAdiich  has  been  A^ery  high,  but  is  subsiding.  I was  at 
General  Slocum’s  headquarters  yesterday.  All  the  troops  had  reached 
the  high  ground  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  in  good  condition,  and 
the  transports  Avere  up  with  abundant  supplies. 

1 found  a portion  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  here,  but  drove  them  out 
without  difficulty.  Prisoners  and  deserters  report  that  he  has  three 
divisions  near  us,  aboA^e,  with  his  headquarters  at  LaAvton ville.  I 
attempted  to  communicate  with  you  on  Sunday,  but  my  messenger 
could  not  get  through. 

This  dispatch  is  sent  at  the  instance  of  General  Slocum. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General.  Commanding. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Eohertsville,  8.  C.,  January  31,  1865. 

The  indiscriminate  pillage  of  houses  is  disgraceful  and  demoralizing 
to  this  army.  The  houses  in  this  vicinity,  of  free  negroes  even,  have 
been  stripped  of  the  necessaiy  bedclothes  and  of  family  apparel.  Bri- 
gade commanders  Avill  at  once  take  measures  to  i)ut  a stop  to  these 
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infamous  practices.  No  foraging  or  other  parties  will  be' permitted  to 
leave  camp,  except  in  charge  of  a commissioned  officer,  who  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  men  under  his  charge. 

To  secure  the  observance  of  this  order  the  regular  daily  company 
roll  calls  will  be  rigidly  enforced  and  every  man  absent  without  per- 
mission will  be  reported  through  regimental  and  brigade  commanders 
to  division  commanders,  and  will  be  placed  in  arrest  by  his  regimental 
commander  for  punishment.  No  department  staff*  officer  will  jiermit 
an  enlisted  man  or  employe  in  his  department  to  leave  cami)  without  a 
pass  countersigned  by  the  brigade  or  division  commander.  All  strag- 
glers without  written  permits  will  be  turned  over  to  the  provost- 
marshal  for  immediate  i)unishmeiit. 

The  brevet  maior-geueral  commanding  the  corps  expects  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  ail  officers  to  put  a stop  to  practices  disgraceful  to  our 
arms  and  shocking  to  humanity. 

This  order  will  be  communicated  not  only  to  die  troops  of  the  line,  but 
all  quartermasters,  commissaries,  ordnance,  ambulance,  and  all  other 
officers,  and  to  all  men  under  their  charge,  whether  civilians  or  enlisted 
men,  and  they  will  be  held  responsible  that  not  a man  of  their  com- 
mands leaves  camp  without  the  permits  of  their  respective  military 
commanders. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEKKTNS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Bivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  January  31,  1865. 

COMMANDINO  OFFICER, 

Coosawhatchie : 

Sir  : I send  you  four  cipher  dispatches*  for  General  Slocum.  Send 
one  via  Purysburg,  another  by  some  other  route,  and  keep  two,  one  of 
which  to  be  sent  back  to  him  by  the  first  courier  who  comes  from  him, 
and  the  last  by  another  who  may  follow.  Slocum  should  now  be  at 
Kobertsville.  His  troops  left  Savannah  on  the  25th,  and  two  divisions 
were  then  on  this  side,  at  Purysburg.  I may  move  to-morroAV  for 
Hickory  Hill  Post-Office. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEPMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

llilt07i  Head,  tS.  6\,  January  31,  1865. 

MaJ.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding,  (be. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  just  returned 
from  Savannah,  where  I saw  an  officer  just  from  Sister’s  Perry  and 
obtained  from  him  the  following  report: 

The  bridge  across  the  Savannah  Piver  at  Sister’s  Ferry  was  com- 
])leted  on  the  night  of  the  50th  and  a few  men  crossed  over  it.  A new 
api)roach  had  to  be  made,  the  old  ai)proach  having  been  much  washed 
by  the  water,  and  the  causeway  filled  with  torpedoes.  On  the  north 
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side  of  the  river  the  marsh  extended  for  a mile  and  three-quarters, 
which  will  ha.ve  to  be  corduroyed.  This  General  Slocum  expected  to 
accomplish  to-day,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  cross  General  Kilpatrick’s 
cavalry  to  the  north  side  to-morrow  (February  1).  He  had  communi- 
cated with  General  Williams  on  the  30th  instant  in  the  direction  of 
Kobertsville,  and  obtained  the  report  that  the  enemy  was  in  slight 
force  in  that  direction,  only  small  bodies  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  being- 
encountered.  General  Slocum  had  encountered  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  only  Iverson’s  brigade  of  cavalry.  General  Slocum  proposed 
to  advance  to-morrowq  Kilj)atrick’s  cavalry  leading,  provided  the  cause- 
way on,  the  north  side  of  the  marsh  could  be  completed  in  time.  I 
learned  that  the  supplies  were  reaching  Sister’s  Ferry,  but,  owing  to 
bad  management  somew^here,  rather  slowly.  General  Easton  complains 
that  it  is  owing  to  his  lack  of  boats.  I immediately  sent  the  Is  aushon, 
and  also  gave  him  the  Golden  Gate,  although  at  serious  inconvenience. 
Brevet  Major  Gouraud  has  just  returned  from  Korth  Carolina.  He 
met  Generals  Grant,  Schofield,  and  Eawlins  at  Morehead  City.  None 
of  General  Schofield’s  corps  had  yet  arrived.  Several  hundred  of  the 
construction  corps  had  arrived.  I shall  also,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  send  forward  the  construction  corps  from  here  immediately.  I 
v/ill  also  carry  out  your  directions  with  regard  to  demonstrations  as 
completely  as  possible.  I do  not  propose  to  withdraw  any  of  General 
Hatch’s  commaiid  at  present,  but  to  send  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  a few  hundred  men  from  this  place  under  General  Pot- 
ter to  do  all  he  can  in  demonstrations  toward  the  railroad,  and  also, 
finally,  to  advance  on  James  Island.  I send  also  a paper  of  the  26tli 
instant,  one  of  the  latest  received.  General  Hatch  will  give  any  details 
I may  have  omitted  to  write. 

Y ery  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  8.  (7.,  January  3f  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division.  &e.: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  the 
orders  and  instructions  received  from  the  W ar  Department  with  respect 
to  the  colored  recruiting  rendezvous  in  this  department,  and  to  ask 
respectfully  that  you  may  change  paragraph  5,  Special  Field  Orders, 
No.  15,  current  series,  &c.,  so  as  to  leave  the  duties  of  enlistments  and 
organization  of  negro  troops  as  they  were  established  by  the  above 
orders  and  instructions.  The  reasons  for  the  above  are  as  follows: 

First.  The  orders  from  the  War  Department,  copies  of  which  are 
inclosed,  from  Nos.  1 to  0,*  show  that  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Little- 
field is  regularly  appointed  as  general  su])erintendept  of  volunteer 
recruiting  service  for  tliis  department,  and  has  his  rendezvous  estab- 
lished at  Hilton  Head,  in  accordance  with  above  orders  from  the  War 
Department. 

Second.  That  by  said  orders  and  by  the  letter  of  Major-General  Hal- 
leck,  of  December  21,  1804,  a copy  of  which  is  inclosed,*  the  pow  er  is 
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conferred  upon  me  to  organize  all  the  colored  men  in  the  department 
into  regiments,  and  to  appoint  their  officers  for  confirmation  by  the 
President,  and  to  have  them  carefully  drilled  and  exercised. 

Third.  Acting  under  your  Special  Field  Orders,  FTo.  15,  Brevet 
Major-General  Saxton  has  assumed  control  of  all  the  recruiting,  and  is 
disposed  to  question  the  power  delegated  to  me  by  the  above  orders. 
He  has  taken  action  in  the  calling  of  a mass  meeting  of  the  colored  men 
in  Savannah  antagonistic  to  the  wishes  that  I understood  you  to 
express  with  regard  to  delaying  such  action  until  after  all  the  quarter- 
masters and  commissary^s  work  necessary  to  the  forwarding  of  your 
supplies  had  been  completed.  By  haranguing  said  meeting,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Eev.  Mr.  French,  and  informing  the  blacks  that  he 
intended  establishing  a camp  of  instruction  for  negro  regiments  in 
Savannah,  he  has  tended  to  produce  confusion,  excitement,  and  an  erro- 
neous impression  upon  the  colored  people  and  upon  the  white  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  good  order  and  well-being  of 
the  city.  General  Grover  objects  to  it  as  tending  to  confusion  and 
affording  opportunities,  under  cover  of  which  incendiary  attempts  of 
secret  spies  may  be  made. 

In  addition  to  the  above.  General  Saxton,  also  in  opposition  to  Gen- 
eral Grover’s  wishes,  has  appointed  another  mass-meeting  of  the  negroes 
in  Savannah  on  Thursday  next.  One  consequence  of  this  ili-judged 
action  on  General  Saxton’s  x)art  is,  that  the  negroes  generally  i)refer 
idleness  to  either  work  or  enlisting,  and  only  about  450  recruits  have 
i;>resented  themselves  thus  far.  It  is  reported  that  in  private  conver- 
sation General  Saxton  expressed  a determination  to  carry  out  fully  his 
ill-judged  course,  and  that  he  could  have  the  head  cut  off  of  any  officer 
who  ojqDOsed  him.  I would  earnestly  and  resx)ectfully  urge  ux)on  the 
major-general  commanding,  the  necessity  of  changing  xoaragrajoh  5 in 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  15,  by  omitting  the  last  sentence,  so  as  to 
leave  the  whole  subject  of  recruiting  where  it  was  i)laced  by  the  orders 
and  instructions  inclosed. 

I cannot  avoid  expressing  the  conviction  that  this  course  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  serious  interference  on  thei^art  of  General  Saxton 
with  the  duties  and  prerogatives  both  of  myself  and  the  general  officers 
under  me. 

Again  earnestly  soliciting  your  favorable  attention  to  the  above 
request,  at  your  earliest  convenience, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTFB, 

Major- Geyieral^  Gommandinff  Department  of  the  South, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  (7.,  January  31^  1835. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield, 

Gommandiny  Hilton  Head  Distriet : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
order  300  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teers to  be  in  readiness  to  embark  at  a moment’s  notice  with  ten  days’ 
rations,  blankets,  overcoats,  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  the 
person  of  each  soldier,  and  forty  rounds  extra  in  cartridge-boxes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUBGFK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Reacl^  8.  0.,  January  31^  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Fox, 

Commanding  Fifty -fifth  Massachusetts  VoJs.,  Fort  Jachson: 
Colonel:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  a steamer  will  be  sent  for  your  entire  command  to-morrow.  You 
will  have  your  command  in  readiness  to  embark  without  delay.  You 
are  to  proceed  to  Morris  Island  and  will  be  required  to  i^articipate  at 
once  in  active  operations. 

Yery  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligoy  S.  C.,  January  3f  1865. 

Col.  C.  H.  Yan  Wyck, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

Colonel:  You  will  break  up  camp  and  move  within  the  intrench- 
ments  near  General  Sherman’s  headquarters  this  morning.  The  left 
regiment  will  rest  near  the  road  leading  to  Barnwell,  the  right  regi- 
ment at  a iioint  designated  this  morning.  You  will  picket  the  road 
leading  toward  Barnwell,  the  railroad,  and  the  high  ground  near  the 
right  regiment.  You  will  establish  your  headquarters  at  General 
Sherman’s  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch : 

LEOKAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut. ^ Fifty-fifth  2Lass.  Vols.^  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Focotaligoj  S.  C.,  January  31^  1865. 

Maj.  M.  F.  Webster, 

Commanding  Battalion  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 

Major:  You  will  establish  your  camp  near  the  Pocotaligo  railroad 
station. 

By  command  of  Bria'.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEOYAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut..,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Fo/s.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo.,  8'.  C.,  January  31^  1865. 

Lieut.  E.  H.  Titus  : 

Lieutenant:  You  will  establish  the  camp  of  your  battery  at  the 
intreuchments  made  by  General  Sherman’s  army,  between  Colonel 
Hallowell’s  present  lieadquarters,  near  Pocotaligo. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEOXAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut. F'ifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  January  31,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South : 

General:  In  order  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  December  29, 1864,  a copy  of  which  will  be  sent  you  from  Hilton 
Head,  I desire  that  yon  make  arrangements  to  send  beyond  the  lines 
the  families  of  rebel  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  this  city.  Yon  will 
actually  commence  to  send  them  as  soon  as  you  can  make  it  convenient 
to  do  so  and  a proper  understanding  has  been  had  as  to  where  they 
may  be  delivered.  I shall  write  to  General  Hardee  and  request  his 
decision  upon  the  latter  point.  I shall  suggest  to  him  some  point  on  the 
Savannah  River,  near  Sister’s  Ferry,  or  as  high  up  as  the  boats  can  go 
with  safety. 

Yon  will  also  make  arrangements  to  send  over  the  lines,  whenever  it 
becomes  necessary,  any  i^erson  who  by  word  or  act  disjilays  a treason- 
able disposition  or  any  intention  to  insult  the  officers,  soldiers,  or  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  I prefer  in  all  cases,  after  making 
arrangements  for  sending  xiarties  beyond  the  lines,  that  before  actually 
doing  so  you  submit  for  my  approval  a list  of  all  such  persons,  with 
the  reasons  for  their  being  sent  beyond  the  lines.  These  reasons  should 
be  stated  in  full,  so  that  the  X3ai)ers  and  files  of  my  office  shall  give  a 
complete  history  of  the  whole  transaction. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General,  Co^nmanding. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington  : 

Please  inform  me  when  General  Schofield  will  leave  Washington. 
I want  to  send  his  instructions  to  Fort  Monroe  by  a staff  officer  to 
deliver  them  as  the  general  iiasses. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  January  31,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point : 

General  Schofield  will  leave  with  first  detachmeiit  from  Alexandria* 
We  shall  attempt  to  0])eu  passage  to-morrow.  Will  telegraph  in  time 
to  have  dispatches  reach  Schofield  at  Fort  Monroe. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio  : 

I have  requested  by  telegraph  that  for  present  purposes  North  Caro- 
lina be  erected  into  a department,  and  that  you  be  placed  in  command 
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of  it,  subject  to  Major-Geueral  Sherman’s  orders.  Of  course  you  will 
receive  orders  from  me  direct  until  such  time  as  General  Sherman  gets 
within  communicating  distance  of  you.  This  obviates  the  necessity  of 
my  publishing  the  order  which  I informed  you  would  meet  you  at 
Fortress  Monroe.  If  the  order  referred  to  should  not  be  published 
from  the  Adjutant-General’s  Office,  you  will  regard  these  instructions 
as  your  authority  to  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  North  Caro- 
lina, dating  all  official  communications  “ Headquarters  Army  of  the 
Ohio.”  Your  headquarters  will  be  in  the  field  and  with  the  portion  of 
the  army  where  you  feel  yourself  most  needed.  In  the  first  move  you 
will  go  to  Cape  Fear  Fiver.  Your  movements  are  intended  as  co-oper- 
ative with  Sherman  through  the  States  of  South  and  North  Carolina. 
The  first  point  to  be  attained  is  to  secure  Wilmington.  Goldsborough 
will  then  be  your  objective  point,  moving  either  from  Wilmington  or 
New  Berne,  or  both,  as  you  deem  best.  Should  you  not  be  able  to 
reach  Goldsborough,  you  will  advance  on  the  line  or  lines  of  railway 
connecting  that  jfiace  with  the  sea  coast,  as  near  to  it  as  you  can, 
building  the  road  behind  you. 

The  enterprise  under  you  has  two  objects.  The  first  is  to  give  Gen- 
eral Sherman  material  aid,  if  needed,  in  his  march  north;  the  second, 
to  open  a base  of  supplies  for  him  on  his  line  of  march.  As  soon,  there- 
fore, as  you  can  determine  which  of  the  two  points,  Wilmington  or  New 
Berne,  you  can  best  use  for  throwing  supplies  from,  to  the  interior,  you 
will  commence  the  accumulation  of  twenty  days’  rations  and  forage 
for  60,000  men  and  20,000  animals.  YMu  will  get  of  these  as  many  as 
you  can  house  and  protect  to  such  point  in  the  interior  as  you  may  be 
able  to  occupy.  I believe  General  Palmer  has  received  some  instruc- 
tions directly  from  General  Sherman  on  the  subject  of  securing  supplies 
for  his  army.  You  can  learn  what  steps  he  nas  taken  and  be  governed 
in  your  requisitions  accordingly.  A suppl}^  of  ordnance  stores  will  also 
be  necessary.  Make  all  of  your  requisitions  upon  the  chiefs  of  their 
respective  departments  in  the  field  with  me  at  City  Point.  Communi- 
cate with  me  by  every  opportunity,  and,  should  you  deem  it  necessary 
at  any  time,  send  a special  boat  to  F ortress  Monroe,  from  which  point 
you  can  communicate  by  telegraph.  The  supplies  referred  to  in  these 
instructions  are  exclusive  of  those  required  by  your  own  command. 
The  movements  of  the  enemy  may  justify  you,  or  even  make  it  your 
imperative  duty,  to  cut  loose  from  your  base  and  strike  for  the  interior 
to  aid  Sherman.  In  such  case  you  will  act  on  your  own  judgment, 
without  waiting  for  instructions.  You  will  report,  however,  what  you 
propose  doing.  The  details  for  carrying  out  these  instructions  are 
necessarily  left  to  you.  I would  urge,  however,  if  I did  not  know  that 
you  are  already  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  it,  prompt  action. 
Sherman  may  be  looked  for  in  the  neighborhood  of  Goldsborough  any 
time  from  the  22d  to  the  28th  of  February.  This  limits  your  time  very 
materially.  If  rolling-stock  is  not  secured  in  the  capture  of  Wilming- 
ton it  can  be  supplied  from  Washington.  A large  force  of  railroad 
men  have  already  been  sent  to  Beaufort,  and  other  mechanics  will  go 
to  Fort  Fisher  in  a day  or  two.  On  this  point  I have  informed  you  by 
telegraph. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

(Received  1.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Schofield,  Washington: 

There  are  about  5,000  troops  here  belonging  to  Terry’s  command, 
which  will  be  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Mechanics  have  already 
gone  to  Beaufort.  They  can  be  transferred  to  Fort  Fisher  if  you  deem 
it  advisable.  A pile  driver  will  leave  Annapolis  on  Thursday  for  Fort 
Fisher,  with  a sufficient  force  to  work  it.  The  pontoon  train  left  here 
on  Sunday. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Jjieut  mant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Washmgton,  D.  C.,  January  31,  1865 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point,  Ya.: 

I have  received  your  dispatch  of  10  a.  m.  to  the  Secretary  of  War.* 
General  Rucker  thinks  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  out  of  the  Potomac 
before  Friday  or  Saturday,  but  will  try  to  break  the  ice  to-morrow. 
General  Meagher’s  detachment,  about  5,500  strong,  is  ordered  to 
Annapolis,  where  there  will  be  transports  enough  for  it.  I propose  to 
send  all  of  General  Meagher’s  troops  to  New  Berne  and  take  the 
Twenty-third  Corps  to  Cape  Fear  River.  Meagher  will  probably  get 
down  first,  but  will,  1 presume,  not  be  strong  enough  lor  the  move 
against  Wilmington.  Please  inform  me  if  you  approve  of  this  arrange- 
ment. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  31,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 

(Received  7.50  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield,  Washmgton,  I).  C. : 

The  arrangement  you  have  made  to  send  Meagher’s  command  to 
New  Berne  is  satisfactory. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  10.  ( Washington,  J).  C.,  January  31,  1865. 

# -if  * * * * * 

III.  The  One  hundred  and  eightieth  Ohio  Infantry  is  hereby  assigned 
to  tlie  First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  the  commanding 
officer  will  report  for  orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger  command- 
ing. 

IV.  The  Twenty-eighth  Michigan  Infantry  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
First  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  tlie  commanding  officer 
will  report  for  orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  II.  Ruger  commanding. 

**#*##* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
jlfajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


* See  Grant  to  Stanton,  7 a,  in.,  j).  179, 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  Jayiuary  31^  1865. 

Major-General  Auauiti 

Send  General  Meagher’s  division  to  Annapolis  to  embark  for  Fort 
Fisher,  calling  at  Fort  Monroe  to  inquire  for  orders  from  General 
Grant. 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Ben  WOOD,  January  31,  1865. 

(Received  5.10  p.  m.) 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

The  last  car  is  loaded  and  on  the  way  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad.  I am  just  leaving  for  Washington.  There  is  not  a word  of 
truth  in  any  report  relative  to  the  freezing  of  soldiers  in  Ohio,  as  far 
as  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  is  concerned.  If  at  all  it  only  applies 
to  some  2,000  or  3,000  arriving  some  days  after  from  Nashville  and 
going  to  New  York  via  Pittsburg. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel,  in  Charge. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  U.  S.  Forces  under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  for  January  31,  1865. 


Command. 


Present  for 
duty.* 


General  and  staff 

7th  Company  Ohio  Sharpshooters 

1st  Michigan  Engineers  (ten  companies). 

1st  Missouri  Engineers  (five  companies) 

Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

(General  and  staff 

Escort 

Signal  detachment 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Logan) 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps  (Blair) 

Total  Eight  Wing  (Howard) 

Army  of  Georgia: 

General  and  staff 

Pontoniers  (Downey) 

Fourteenfh  Army  Corps  (Davis) 

Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Williams) 

Total  Loft  Wing  (Slocum) 

Cavalry  (Kilpatrick) 

Grand  total 


21 

3 

3 

760 

f.'iO 


1,246 


5 

25 

578 

638 


1,246 

lU 


68 

897 

371 


63 
24 
15,  330 
11,851 


27,  268 


459 
14, 150 
13,432 


2,  744 


28,  041 
4,  289 
60,934 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


1,141 

529 


21 

115 

27 

18,  405 
13,  642 


17 

98 

1,444 

618 


27 

143 

31 

28,  472 
25,  302 


32,  210  53,  975 


5 

730 
16.255 
15,  778 


7 

910 
27, 653 
28,  546 


32, 768 
5,  204 


57, 116 


9,  314 


71,946  122,582 


32 


For  the  effective  strength,  see  Part  I,  p.  42. 
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Ahsiract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  Map  Gen.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  8, 
Army,  commanding,  for  January  SI,  1865. 


[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.] 


Commarid. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present,  j 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

1 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

' Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

.... 

G4 

7 

59 

28 

69 

40 

195 

239 

80 
557 
2,  340 
946 

2,  024 
1,330 

3,  981 
6,  423 

125 
585 
3,374 
1,244 
2,  711 
1,680 
4,  832 
8,  356 

151 
600 
6,  543 
1,  947 
3,  285 
3,  999 
9,  038 
12,  387 

1st  New  York  Kiigiiieers  (b.attalion.  Place) 

First  Separate  Brigade  (Scbimmelfeunig) 

Second  Separate  Brigade  (Potter) 

Third  Separate  Brigade  (Brown) 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade  (Scainmon) 

District  of  Savannah  (G-rover) . ... 

12 

12 

2 

District  of  North  Carolina  (Palmer) 

Total* 

101 

68 

641 

17,681 

22,  907 

37, 950 

113 

82 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  1,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  3[ilitary  Division  of  the  Mississipfti : 

Without  much  exxiectatioii  of  its  readiing  you  in  time  to  he  of  any 
service,  I haYC  mailed  to  you  copies  of  instructions  to  Schofield  and 
Thomas. t 1 have  informed  Schofield  by  telegraph  of  the  de])artnre  of 
Mahoue’s  division  south  from  the  Petersburg  front.  The  troops 
marched  down  the  Weldon  road,  and  as  they  apparently  went  without 
baggage,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  have  not  returned.  I was  absent 
from  here  when  they  left.  Just  returned  yesterday  morning  from 
Cape  Fear  River.  I went  there  to  determine  where  Schofield’s  corps 
had  better  go  to  operate  against  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough.  Tlie 
instructions  with  this  will  inform  you  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at. 
Schofield  was  with  me  and  the  plan  of  the  movement  against  Wilming- 
ton fully  determined  before  we  started  back;  hence  the  absence  of  more 
detailed  instructions  to  him.  He  will  land  one  division  at  Smifchville 
and  move  rapidly  up  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  secure  the  Yfil- 
mington  and  Goldsborough  Railroad,  and  with  his  pontoon  ti’ain  cross 
into  the  island  south  of  the  city  if  he  can.  With  the  aid  of  the  gun- 
boats there  is  no  doubt  but  this  move  will  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
position,  eight  miles  east  of  the  city,  either  back  to  their  inner  line  or 
away  altogether.  There  will  be  a large  force  on  the  north  bank  of 
Cape  Fear  ready  to  follow  up  and  resist  the  garrison  if  tliey  should  go 
inside.  The  railroads  of  North  Carolina  are  four  feet  eight  inches  and 
a half  gauge.  I have  sent  large  x)arties  of  railroad  men  there  to  build 
them  u]),  and  have  ordered  stock  to  run  them.  We  have  abundance  of 
it  idle  from  the  non-use  of  the  Virginia  roads.  I have  taken  every 
precaution  to  have  supplies  ready  for  you  wherever  you  may  turn  up. 
1 did  this  before,  v/nen  you  left  Atlanta,  and  regret  that  they  did  not 
reach  you  promjdly  when  you  arrived  at  salt-water.  Tlie  fact  is, 
Foster,  from  idiysical  disability,  is  entirely  unfit  for  his  command.  1 

*Of  the  present  for  duty,  lierc  re]»orted,  195  officers  and  .3,860  men  constituted 
the  Coast  Division,  commanded  hy  Ih’ig.  Gen.  .John  P.  TTatch. 

t For  Grant  to  .Schofield,  January  31, 1865,  see  p.  189,  and  for  Grant  to  Thomas,  Janu- 
ary 31, 1865,  see  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  I. 
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would  like  to  change  him  for  a man  wlio  can  get  about  and  see  for  him- 
self. Alexander  H.  Stephens,  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  Judge  Campbell 
are  now  at  my  headquarters  very  desirous  of  going  to  Washington  to 
see  Mr.  Lincoln  informally  on  the  subject  of  peace.  The  peace  feeling 
within  the  rebel  lines  is  gaining  ground  rapidly.  This,  however,  should 
not  relax  our  energies  in  the  least,  but  should  stimulate  us  to  greater 
activity.  I have  received  your  very  kind  letter*  in  which  you  say  you 
would  decline,  or  are  opposed  to,  promotion.  Ko  one  would  be  more 
pleased  at  your  advancement  than  I,  and  if  you  should  be  placed  in 
my  position,  and  I put  subordinate,  it  would  not  change  our  relations  in 
the  least.  I would  make  the  same  exertions  to  support  you  that  you 
have  ever  done  to  support  me,  and  I would  do  all  in  my  power  to  make 
our  cause  win. 

TJ.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  } War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  51.  f Washington.,  February  1,  1865. 

* * * * * * # 

G3.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Bay- 
lor, IT.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet 
rank,  from  December  21, 1864. 

***#*## 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Hichory  Hill^  February  1,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 
General  Howard: 

Slocum  is  a little  behind.  I don’t  want  Logan  to  get  farther  to-mor- 
row than  the  jilace  marked  “ Store”  near  Duck  Branch  Post-Office.  I 
want  to  make  slow  marches  till  Slocum  gets  up,  or  nearly  so.  Please 
make  your  orders  accordingly. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Whippy  Sicamp,  S.  C\,  February  1,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Dear  General:  Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  The  road  has 
been  badly  obstructed,  but  we  cleared  it  out  without  difficulty  till  we 
came  to  Whippy  Swam])  Creek.  The  road  here  for  a quarter  of  a mile 
was  tilled  with  felled  trees  and  six  bridges  destroyed.  The  obstruc- 
tions have  been  cleared,  the  bridges  rebuilt,  the  swamp  corduroyed  in 
part,  and  one  division  (Mower’s)  on  the  other  side  with  all  its  material. 

I think  if  you  were  here  and  saw  the  country  and  the  difliculties  in 
clearing  away  the  obstructions  across  Whippy  Swamp,  that  [you] 


^ See  January  21,  p.  102. 
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would  prefer  me  to  push  on  to  Elvers’  Bridge  by  this  route.  I expected 
General  Logan  would  send  two  divisions  via  Whippy  Swamp  Post- 
Office  and  two  by  the  lower  route,  all  to  meet  at  Angley’s  Post-Office, 
crossing  Whippy  Swamp  at  that  iilace.  I can  push  one  division  of 
the  Seventeenth  Corps  by  the  route  you  suggest,  and  not  be  obliged  to 
return;  otherwise  I shall  have  to  march  back  some  distance  and  take 
the  other  route.  ^ 

I will  inclose  you  a copy  of  my  order  of  march  as  issued,  and  will 
send  you  an  officer  that  you  may  modify  my  instructions  and  let  me 
know. 

Lieutenant  Taylor  was  wounded  in  the  skirmish  to-day  quite  severely, 
but  I think  not  dangerously.  The  enemy  had  about  600  cavalry  in  our 
front.  They  took  the  route  to  Whippy  Swamp  Post-Office.  We  found 
some  forty  guarding  the  crossing  here. 

V ery  resxiectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Special  ^ Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  28.  ) In  the  Field,  JS.  0.,  February  i,  1865. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  to-morrow,  commencing 
at  7 a.  m. : The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan  com- 
manding, will  move  to  Angley’s  Post-Office,  as  indicated  in  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  27.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P. 
Blair  commanding,  will  march  to  Eivers’  Bridge,  and  if  possible  effect 
a lodgment  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  wagon  train  of  these 
headquarters  will  move  in  rear  of  the  leading  division  of  General 
Blair’s  corps.  The  bridge  train  will  move  in  rear  of  the  division 
second  in  column  of  General  Blair’s  corps.  These  headquarters  will 
be  established  at  or  near  Eivers’  Bridge. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Whippy  Swamp,  8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  General  Sherman, 
you  will  take  the  lower  route  by  the  way  of  Duck  Creek,  and  halt  at 
the  place  marked  “ Store,”  instead  of  proceeding  to  Angley’s  Post-Office 
as  directed. 

With  the  general’s  consent,  you  may  push  a division  up  to  Eice’s 
house,  a point  some  two  miles  short  of  AVhippy  Swauq)  Creek. 

I will  send  a division  of  General  Blair  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
creek  to  form  a junction  with  your  division,  and  move  the  other  two 
divisions  on  to  the  same  roacl,  east  of  the  creek,  and  open  communi- 
cation across. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  32.  \ Biclcory  Hill  Post-Office^  8.  (7.,  February  i,  1865. 

*#***## 

II.  Whenever  practicable,  division  commanders  will  move  their  troops 
alongside  of  their  trains,  studying  always  to  give  the  road  to  their 
wagons.  The  column  in  marching  must  be  kept  closed  up,  and  no 
division  should  occupy  more  than  its  legitimate  space  in  the  road  when 
everything  is  well  closed  up.  A detachment  of  the  pioneer  corps  will 
precede  the  infantry  column  and  clear  away  a road  for  its  passage 
alongside  of  that  on  which  the  wagon  train  is  moving.  Division  com- 
manders will  invariably  march  their  commands  in  four-rank  formation; 
moving  in  column  of  twos  will  only  be  allowed  when  necessary  to  pass 
a defile  or  to  turn  temporary  obstructions. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


IIdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Hickory  Hill  Post-Office^  8.  (7.,  February  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  skirmishing  at 
Hickory  Hill  Post-Office  to-day,  one  man  of  the  Ninth  Iowa  Veteran 
Infantry  (Third  Brigade),  Sergt.  Marshall  House,  Company  F,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  thigh;  leg  since  amputated.  No  other  casual- 
ties in  this  division. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

8and  Hill  Churchy  8.  C.,  February  I,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Major  WooDHULL,  &c.: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  night  overtaking  me  here  with  the 
division  in  my  front  still  passing,  I encamped  my  division  at  this  point, 
five  miles  from  Hickory  Hill  Post-Office.  I must  ask  pardon  for  refer- 
ring to  the  method  of  marching  tlie  foot  troo])S  on  the  flanks  of  the 
artillery  and  trains.  My  own  division  was  marched  by  this  method  all 
the  distance,  excepting  one  day  from  Atlanta  to  the  Ogeechee  Biver, 
and  found  it  at  all  times  entirely  practicable,  by  so  doing  shortening 
the  column  by  one-half.  Thirty  men  with  axes  and  fifteen  without  in 
front  of  the  leading  troops  can  always  iirepare  the  roads  as  fast  as 
troops  will  march.  The  infantry  in  my  front  to-day  was  marched,  with 
the  exception  of  a few  regiments,  in  two  ranks  with  long  intervals,  at 
same  time  prolonging  the  column  of  one  division  to  five  miles,  all  of 
whffih  Avould  not  interfere  with  the  jirogress  of  the  troops  in  rear  if 
this  method  was  used.  It  also  adds  greatly  to  the  protection  of  the 
trains. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  IIAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  29.  j In  ilie  Field^  S.  C.,  February  i,  1865. 

The  following  are  tie  orders  for  the  inovein.ent  to-morrow: 

1.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes 
commanding,  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m,  on  the  l oad  tliey  are  now  on 
to  Whippy  [Swamp]  Post-Office,  there  taking  the  road  leading  to  the 
road  the  column  is  now  on. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move 
his  train  across  the  swamp  at  G a.  m.,  and  will  move  his  command 
forward  at  7 a.  m.,  having  the  advance. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
forward  at  7 a.  m.,  following  the  First  Division. 

4.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  forward  at  7 a.  m.,  following  the  Third  Division. 

5.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prei)ared  to 
move  at  7 o’clock. 

The  train  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  follow  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

llarrisonbs  Plantation,  >8.  0.,  February  i,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Cor]ys: 

Sir  : I have  endeavored  to  obtain  information  since  coming  over  here 
with  regard  to  the  enemy’s  position  on  the  northeast  bank  of  the 
Salkehatchie.  I have  seen  but  one  man  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
their  position.  He  states  that  the  rebels  have  twelve  pieces  of  artillery 
at  Broxton’s  Bridge,  and  are  fortified  there.  He  also  says  that  ten 
miles  beyond,  at  Buford’s  Bridge,  they  have  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I 
will  do  all  I can  to  obtain  further  information. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 

Alajor- General.)  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Whippy  Sicamp)  8.  G.,  February  1,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Com^nanding  Third  Division Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  bring  the  brigade  of  your  command  that  is  on  the 
Whipiiy  Swamp  Post-Office  road  across  to  this  road  at  a sufficiently 
early  liour  to-morrow  to  enable  them  to  march  with  the  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssistan  t A djutan  t-  Gen  era  1. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field)  on  Whippy  Sir  amp,  S.  C.,  February  1,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  I am  instructed  by  Major-General  Blair  to  inform  you  that 
the  brigade  from  your  command  ordered  up  with  the  mounted  infantry 
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on  the  left-hand  road  will  continue  on  that  road  to-morrow  to  Whippy 
Swamp  Post-Office,  and  from  there  strike  across  to  our  road. 

Instructions  will  be  sent  them  to-night  for  their  movement.  Please 
inform  me  which  brigade  it  is. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sister’s  Ferry,  February  I,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

Your  communication  of  yesterday  received.  I directed  Williams  to 
communicate  to  you  our  situation.  The  Savannah  Kiver  is  ten  feet 
above  its  usual  depth.  The  country  on  each  bank  is  flooded.  I have  a 
bridge  across  the  river  and  a large  force  at  work  on  bridges,  but  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  cross  even  a cavalryman  to  the  high  land.  I can 
now  reach  within  half  a mile  of  it,  and  river  is  falling.  I hope  to  get 
Kilpatrick  over  this  evening.  My  efforts  shall  be  made  to  push  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Our  road  from  the  ferry  is  lined  with  torpedoes  as 
far  as  we  have  gone.  Two  men  were  killed  yesterday,  and  over  thirty 
torpedoes  were  dug  up  yesterday  by  working  party. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Hiclcory  Hill,  S.  €.,  February  1,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General:  I have  a letter  from  General  Williams  detailing  your 
difficulties.  I think  you  had  better  dispatch  Williams  with  his  two 
divisions  and  Kilpatrick^s  cavalry,  by  the  road  leading  through  Duck 
Branch  Post-Office,  to  Buford’s  Bridge,  and  overtake  us  and  follow  as 
soon  as  possible  with  the  balance.  I deem  it  important  to  get  on  the 
railroad  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  will  march  slowly,  say  ten  or  twelve  miles  a day,  toward  Mid- 
way, and  I want  you  to  come  up  on  our  left,  say  at  Blackville  or  Gra- 
ham’s. 

You  will  find  some  meat  and  forage.  We  have  already  found  some. 

Wheeler  had  a division  of  fsavalry  here,  but  they  ran;  they  had 
obstructed  the  roads,  but  they  were  cleaned  out  without  delay.  Tell 
Corse  he  may  come  by  Hickory  Hill  or  Duck  Branch,  as  he  finds  most 
convenient.  You  might  occupy  roads  to  the  left  for  convenience. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

CamiJ  at  Focotaligo,  February  1,  1865 — 3.30  j).  on. 
Major-General  Slocum,  Conidg.  Army  of  the  Cmnbeodand : 

General:  I have  just  received  a note  from  General  Sherman,  writ- 
ten at  a point  four  miles  south  of  Hickory  Hill,  at  1 p.  m.  to-day.  The 
following  is  an  extract: 

All  right.  Get  word  over  toSlocnm  that  I have  started  and  will  he  opposite  Riv- 
ers’ Bridge  to-morrow.  I may  await  him  there,  or  go  on  to  the  railroad  about  Mid- 
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Avay.  He  should  push  cavalry  first,  and  cross  by  corps  as  fast  as  ready.  * * * 

Roads  are  very  fair;  obstructed  at  the  swamps,  but  we  cut  a way  about  as  fast  as  a 
column  marches.  We  find  some  hogs,  bacon,  and  corn,  but  much  has  been  carried 
off  by  Wheeler,  who  is  ahead.  Open  communication  with  Slocum  to-night  from 
Coosawhatchie  to  Robertsville. 

I send  this  as  soon  after  its  recei])t  as  my  cavalry  can  saddle.  The 
commander  has  orders  to  deliver  it  to  General  Williams,  if  you  are  not 
at  Eobertsville,  and  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Sister^s  Ferry,  Ga.,  February  1,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
details  from  your  command  as  usual  to-morrow  morning  to  resume  work 
on  the  road  in  South  Carolina. 

Very  respectfulljL  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

February  1,  1865. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing,  d^c.  : 

General  : Captain  Luce,  of  steamer  Pontiac,  suggests  that  he  can 
ferry  the  troops  of  this  corps  to  the  bluff,  where  his  ship  now  lies.  He 
can  bring  over  the  wagons,  but  not  the  horses.  The  other  transports 
could  easily  take  the  horses.  Or  if  this  cannot  be  done  the  two  regi- 
ments of  First  Division  might  be  sent  forward  (Sixty-first  Ohio  and 
Thirteenth  New  Jersey).  I shall  move  short  of  forage,  but  I think  we 
shall  find  enough.  My  men  are  very  short  of  stockings,  especially. 
If  they  can  be  got  forward  it  will  save  a great  many  disabled  feet.  I 
left  a regiment  of -Ward^s  division  at  Purysburg  to  come  up  with  the 
transport  which  was  to  bring  the  supplies.  My  command  is  now  reduced 
to  about  a division  and  a half.  If  I can  get  the  scattering  regiments 
over  it  will  be  an  important  accjuisition  to  our  train  guard.  I leave 
Selfridge  at  the  river,  and  hope  to  be  in  Lawtonville  to-morrow  night. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Robertsville,  S.  C.,  February  1,  1865. 

No  buildings  or  other  property  will  be  burned  without  orders  from 
these  or  superior  headquarters.  Quartermasters,  commissaries,  ambu- 
lance and  ordnance  officers,  and  all  other  officers  will  see  that  this 
order  is  communicated  to  the  enlisted  men  and  civilians  under  their 
charge,  and  they  will  be  held  resi)onsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  their 
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respective  commands.  Department  staff  officers  will  remain  with  their 
proper  commands  and  will  see  that  straggling  is  prohibited.  They  will 
have  regular  roll-calls  and  inspections  after  every  halt.  Unauthorized 
absentees  will  be  reported  for  punishment.  All  animals  taken  on  the 
march  will  be  reported  through  regular  channels  to  the  proper  chief 
departmental  staff*  officer  of  the  corps.  All  cotton  and  other  property 
destroyed  will  be  reported  to  the  proves fc-marshal  of  the  corps.  The 
prompt  publication  of  this  order  by  line  and  staff  officers  is  required. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Itobertsville,  S.  February  1^  1865. 

That  portion  of  this  coit)s  now  on  this  side  of  the  Savannah  Eiver, 
except  the  First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  will  move  to-morrow 
toward  Lawtonville  as  follows:  The  Third  Division  at  7 a.  m.,  the 
First  Division  at  8 a.  m.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  with  the 
Third  Division,  one  immediately  in  rea^i?  of  it,  and  one  with  the  First 
Division.  General  Ward  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in 
advance  of  the  trains,  and  General  Jackson  one  in  the  rear.  The  balance 
of  the  troops  will  be  distributed  along  the  trains  so  as  to  afford  the 
most  ready  protection  and  assistance.  The  trains  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, First  Division,  will  be  left  with  that  brigade,  which  is  to  remain 
in  its  present  position,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Slocum. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Robertsville,  iS.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  that  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  now  on  this  side 
of  the  river  (except  one  brigade)  will  march  to-moi;rov/  morning,  and 
that  x^robably  we  shall  not  keep  communication  with  you.  He  there- 
fore directs  that  you  report  to  Major-General  Slocum  for  orders  for  the 
movement  of  your  command  until  you  rejoin  the  corps  again.  He  also 
desires  that  you  will  assume  the  control  of  all  the  troops  and  trains  of 
this  corps  now  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  bring  them  on  with  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Washington.,  I).  C.,  February  f,  1865. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  1 liave  the  honor  to  recommend  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Euger, 
commanding  First  Division,  Twenty- third  Army  Corps,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  brevet  major-general  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in 
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the  battle  of  Franklin,  Tenu.,  NTovember  30,  1864.  Also,  Col.  Thomas 
J.  Henderson,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
for  the  appointment  of  brevet  brigadier- general  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious services  during  the  late  campaigns  in  Georgia  and  Tennessee, 
and  especially  at  the  battle  of  Franklin,  ilovember  30,  1864. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

NTo.  5.  ] Fort  Fisher^  V.  C.,  February  1,  1865. 

I.  Until  further  orders  no  commissioned  officer  or  enlisted  man  of 
this  command  will  leave  Federal  Point  to  visit  any  vessel  of  the  Navy, 
or  any  other  i)oint  occupied  by  our  troops,  without  permission  from 
these  headquarters. 

II.  The  major-general  commanding  regrets  that  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  commanding  officers  to  the  unauthorized  dis- 
charge of  firearms  in  the  command,  which  have  of  late  been  so  fre- 
quent as  to  imperil  the  lives  of  both  officers  and  men.  No  firearms 
will  hereafter  be  discharged,  except  in  action,  without  permission  from 
these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEERY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Four  Miles  south  of  Richory  Rill, 

February  1,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

General  Foster, 

CommandHing  Department  of  the  South : 

General  : Your  letters  of  January  31  are  received.  I cannot  modify 
my  orders  relative  to  General  Saxton  having  the  charge  of  recruiting- 
blacks.  The  Secretary  made  that  a point. 

I think  the  impression  at  Washington  is  that  both  you  and  I are 
inimical  to  the  policy  of  arming  negroes,  and  all  know  that  Saxton  is 
not,  and  his  appointment  reconciles  that  difficulty.  If  anything  seri- 
ous occurs  correspond  directly  with  Mr.  Stanton  and  make  your  points. 
Let  Grant  know  that  I am  in  motion,  and  telegraph  to  Easton  that  if 
Slocum  has  to  wait  for  provisions  it  will  be  dead  loss,  as  we  are  eat- 
ing up  ours.  Let  Hatcli  continually  feel  the  Salkehatchie,  and  the 
moment  the  enemy  lets  go  get  the  railroad  broken  back  to  the  Edisto. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Read,  S.  C.,  February  1,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  I regret  to  learn  that  reports  have  been  made  to  you  by 
General  Easton  to  the  eftect  that  the  cause  of  non-arrival  of  supplies 
for  the  Left  Wing  of  the  army  was  my  failing  to  sui)ply  him  with 
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steamers.  I desire  to  place  myself  in  the  pro])er  light  in  this  matter, 
for  I have  earnestly  striven  to  do  all  that  I conld  to  aid  in  supplies 
reaching  the  army.  I therefore  inclose  a report  of  the  occupation  of 
every  steamer  in  the  department.  By  it  it  will  he  seen  that  sixteen 
steamers  are  under  General  Easton’s  orders,  besides  others  that  have 
at  various  times  been  under  his  orders,  while  to  convey  General  How- 
ard’s army  to  Beaufort,  to  supply  it  there,  to  supply  General  Hatch’s 
division,  and  to  do  all  the  work  of  the  whole  department,  twenty-one 
steamers  only  are  in  use.  I inclose  a late  paper,  the  27th,  brought  by 
a steamer  just  in  from  the  Xorth.  Major  Gray  takes  both  the  paper 
and  this  letter  to  you. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


[Inclosure.] 

Report  of  Steamers  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  February  1,  1865. 

Under  orders  of  General  Easton,  at  Savannah,  Ga. — Oanonicus, 
Golden  Gate,  Planter,  Mayflower,  Guide,  Mary  Benton,  Philadelphia, 
Crescent,  Standish,  Sylph,  Naushon,  Pountain,  General  Lee,  Beaure- 
gard, Jeii*.  Davis,  and  Starlight  (tug),  16.  I^orthern  District — Charles 
Houghton  and  Frazier,  2.  Coast  Division — General  Hooker,  1.  Dis- 
patch boat — W.  W.  Coit,  1.  Towing  schooners  to  dismantled  Forts 
Beaulieu  and  Eosedew — Plato  (tug),l.  Used  by  engineers — Wyoming, 
1.  Used  by  telegraph  operators  laying  and  repairing  cable — Edwin 
Lewis,  1.  Supplying  Edisto  Island — Anna  Maria,  1.  Transporting 
troops  to  Folly  Island — Cosmopolitan  and  Uellie  Baker,  2.  Sent  to 
North  Carolina  and  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya. — George  Leary,  1.  Employed 
in  transporting  General  Howard’s  army,  now  awaiting  orders — Louis- 
burg,  Matagorda,  Delaware,  Boardman,  and  Fannie,  5.  Under  orders 
of  Colonel  Conklin,  chief  quartermaster.  Army  of  the  Tennessee — 
Louise,  1.  Under  orders  of  General  Saxton — Enoch  Dean,  1.  Load- 
ing with  supplies  for  Savannah,  Ga. — Loyalist,  1.  Towing  in  harbor 
at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. — Eescue  and  Kelief  (tugs),  2.  Eepairing  at 
machine-shop — Achilles  (tug).  Savannah,  Augusta,  Hudson,  Croton, 
Eesolute,  Island  City,  and  Neptune,  8.  Unfit  for  service — Nantasket, 
Oneoto,  and  John  Adams,  3. 

C.  W.  THOMAS, 

Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Department  of  the  South. 


Camp  at  Intrenchments, 

February  1,  1865. 

Items  for  General  Sherman: 

General  Foster  just  arrived  from  Savannah.  All  up  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  Slocum  found  torpedoes  in  the  road  and  road  damaged  by 
water;  was  obliged  to  make  a new  road.  Bridge  was  completed  and 
some  men  thrown  over  on  the  night  of  the  30th. 

Has  one  mile  and  three-quarters  to  corduroy  on  this  side;  expects  to 
complete  it  on  the  31st.  Kilpatrick  will  probably  cross  on  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary. Iverson’s  cavalry,  one  brigade,  is  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Savannah  Elver. 
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General  Foster  requests  that  paragraph  5,  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
15,  the  last  sentence,  be  annulled,  so  that  General  Saxton  shall  have 
nothing  to  do  with  recruiting.  General  Hardee  writes  General  Saxton 
that  he  has  authority  to  allow  cotton  to  be  sold  and  cross  the  lines. 

Major  Gouraud  arrived  from  North  Carolina.  Generals  Grant, 
Schoheld,  and  Rawlins  were  at  Morehead  City  on  the  29th;  returned 
to  Fort  Monroe  on  that  day. 

On  the  30th  a dense  black  smoke  arose  from  Wilmington ; occasional 
explosions  heard. 

General  Terry^s  advance  line  is  about  four  miles  from  Fisher,  his 
original  line. 

Newspaper  of  the  26th  sent  by  General  Foster. 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier- General. 

I left  General  Foster  at  2 a.  m. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  1,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  p.  ni.) 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 

General:  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  All  right.  Get 
word  over  to  Slocum  that  I have  started  and  will  be  opposite  Rivers’ 
Bridge  to-morrow.  I may  await  him  there,  or  go  on  to  the  railroad 
about  Midway.  He  should  push  cavalry  first, 'and  cross  by  corps  as 
fast  as  ready.  Keep  feeling  at  the  Salkehatchie  bridge  and  the  ferry, 
and  if  the  enemy  lets  go  follow  up  as  far  as  Edisto.  Let’s  coop  him  in 
Charleston  close.  Foster  will  demonstrate  about  Edisto  Island. 

Roads  are  very  fair;  obstructed  at  the  swamps,  but  we  cut  away 
about  as  fast  as  a column  marches.  We  find  some  hogs,  bacon,  and 
corn,  but  much  has  been  carried  off  by  Wheeler,  who  is  ahead.  Open 
communication  with  Slocum  to-night  from  Coosawhatchie  to  Roberts- 
ville. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  February  1,  1865. 

Col.  E.  N.  Hallowell, 

Commanding  Seeond  Brigade: 

Colonel:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  take 
one  regiment  of  your  command  (the  one  now  on  Heyward’s  road),  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery  (Napoleons)  and  i)roceed  to  Garden’s  Corners, 
where  you  will  take  all  but  two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and 
seventh  Ohio  Volunteers  and  proceed  down  the  Combahee  Ferry  road 
and  make  a reconnaissance  of  the  enemy’s  position  on  this  side  of  tlie 
river.  If  you  are  confident  that  you  can  carry  the  work  without  serious 
loss  you  will  do  so. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Kew  Berne,  February  1^  1865. 

Major  Slosson: 

(Care  of  Cai:)taiii  Wheeler,  Morehead  City.) 

General  Grant  directed  that  the  pontoon  train  should  not  be  disem- 
barked here  at  present.  He  said  let  it  remain  on  the  vessels  in  the 
harbor  at  Beaufort  until  the  arrival  of  General  Schofield,  who  is  expected 
very  soon.  If  it  is  necessary  to  put  the  animals  ashore  a place  must  be 
provided  for  them.  The  probability  is  that  the  train  will  go  on  to  Wil- 
mington, to  return  here,  perhaps,  after  awhile. 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  I,  1865 — 12  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher, 

Commanding  Provisional  I)ivisio7i, 

Armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland^  AnnajyoliSj  Md.  : 
You  will  please  move  your  command  to  Rew  Berne,  N.  C.,  instead  ot 
Fort  Fisher,  as  heretofore  ordered.  Your  troops  will  debark  at  Beau- 
tort  and  move  thence  by  rail  to  New  Berne.  You  will  report  for  further 
orders  to  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  at  New  Berne. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- Ge^ieral. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  I,  1865. 

(Received  9.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War  : 

Since  my  telegram  of  the  28th  ultimo,  reporting  the  progress  of 
troops  from  Benwood,  we  have  forwarded  from  that  iioint,  up  to  1.25 
p.  m.  yesterday,  twenty  additional  trains,  with  an  aggregate  of  226 
cars,  troops,  &c.  We  have  succeeded,  surrounded  by  unusual  difficul- 
ties and  through  a season  of  unprecedentedly  severe  weather,  in  trans- 
porting promptly  and  with  regularity  this  great  movement,  which 
required  from  the  river,  and  over  each  division  of  the  road,  54  locomo- 
tives and  750  cars. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 

President  of  Baltimore  a7id  Ohio  Railroad. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  2^  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  Wur,  Washingtooi  : 

I am  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  General  Sherman.*  He  expected  to 
move  from  Pocotaligo  on  Tuesday  last.  He  asks  to  have  Foster  relieved 
and  Schofield  succeed  him;  headquarters  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.  He  was 
not  aware  of  North  Carolina  being  taken  from  Foster’s  command,  how- 
ever. I would  favor  the  removal  of  Foster  on  the  ground  of  physical 
disability.  We  want  a man  who  is  not  confined  to  his  quarters.  Terry 
Avould  suit  me  for  that  command,  now  that  Schofield  goes  to  North  Caro- 
lina. Two  of  his  division  commanders  rank  Terry. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


See  .January  ^9,  p.  154. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  24.  ) City  Point.,  Fa.,  February  2,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  acting  inspector-general,  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Department  of  the 
South,  and  make  a thorough  inspection  of  military  affairs  in  that 
department.  All  military  authorities  are  required  to  afford  him  every 
facility  in  the  execution  of  this  order. 

On  the  completion  of  said  inspection  General  Williams  will  report 
in  person  to  these  headquarters. 

* # * * * # 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oener at. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

February  2,  1865. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Richmond  Sentinel,  of  February  2,  contains  the  following; 


The  attention  of  all  is  called  to  the  appeal  of  General  Lee,  in  another  column,  urg- 
ing the  delivery  to  Confederate  States  officers  of  all  arms  and  cavalry  equipments  in 
the  hands  of  citizens. 


SOUTH  CAKOLINA. 

The  news  from  Charleston  of  the  enemy’s  movements  indicates  that  Augusta  and 
Branchville  are  the  points  aimed  at.  The  Twentieth  Army  Corps  is  at  Rohertsville, 
fifty  miles  above  Savannah,  and  five  miles  from  the  river.  A heavy  force  of  infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  believed  to  be  composed  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  [Seven- 
teenth] Army  Corps,  is  said  to  be  encamped  near  the  junction  of  the  Salkehatchie 
and  old  Union  road.  On  the  30th  the  enemy,  with  artillery  and  infantry,  advanced 
from  White  Point  and  drove  in  our  skirmish  line  three  miles,  to  King’s  Creek.  Our 
infantry  afterward  advanced  and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  White  Point,  re-establish- 
ing the  picket-line.  On  the  31st  the  enemy  made  a demonstration  on  the  position 
defending  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie,  but  without  result.  It  is 
reported  that  they  burned  the  village  of  McPhersonville,  five  miles  southwest  of 
Pocotaligo,  on  the  night  of  the  30th. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  2,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

(Received  2.15  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Steamer  George  Leary  just  arrived  from  Savannab.  Major  Ander- 
son, bearer  of  dispatclies  from  (reneral  Sherman  to  General  Schofield, 
leaves  for  Annapolis  on  mail-boat  Webster  this  p.  m.  No  news  of 
imx)ortance  beyond  dispatches.  Captain  Hudson,  of  General  Grant’s 
staff,  also  arrived  by  same  boat,  with  detailed  dispatch  for  General 
Grant. 


T.  T.  ECKERT. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Hichory  Post- Office^  February  2^  1865 — 3.45  a.  m. 
General  Howard  ; 

I have  just  received  yoiir  dispatch.  You  may  go  on  with  two  divis- 
ions and  secure,  if  possible,  Elvers’  Bridge.  Let  one  division  keep  [on] 
to  Angley’s  Post-Office  by  the  south  of  Whippy.  Logan  will  move  so 
as  to  get  his  head  of  column  on  the  road  leading  from  Duck  Branch 
Post-Office  to  Angley’s.  That  road,  the  old  Orangeburg  road,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  on  good,  firm  ground,  and  is  an  old  road  leading  to  Buford’s 
Bridge,  which  is  the  one  I expect  to  use.  Wheeler’s  cavalry  is  mostly 
to  our  left.  At  Elvers’  you  will  find  infantry  and  artillery  in  position. 
Slocum  is  unable  to  cross  the  Savannah  by  reason  of  water  over  the 
banks  5 will  have  to  bridge  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  four  to  six 
feet  of  water.  We  may  have  to  go  to  the  railroad  without  him.  I 
have  a cipher  dispatch  from  him,  the  contents  of  which,  when  trans- 
lated, I will  tell  the  bearer  of  this. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Fear  Rivers’  Bridge^  8.  (7.,  February  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : General  Blair  crossed  his  Pourth  Division  to  this  side  of 
Whippy  Swanq)  and  imshed  on,  skirmishing  constantly  with  some 
300  rebel  cavalry.  General  Mower  had  the  advance.  On  reaching  the 
road  leading  to  Broxton’s  Bridge  he  pushed  a reconnaissance  to  the 
river  and  found  the  bridge  thoroughly  destroyed. 

The  enemy  had  a long  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  other  side,  who 
wounded  two  or  three  of  our  men.  We  left  a regiment  to  continue  the 
demonstration,  and  moved  on  rapidly  to  Eivers’  Bridge.  General 
Mower  succeeded  in  preventing  the  rebels  from  destroying  it,  but  dis- 
covered an  eartli-work  iqion  the  other  shore  with  two  pieces  of  artillery 
bearing  on  the  road ; the  rebels  opened  fire  as  soon  as  our  men  appeared. 
Colonel  Swayne,  of  the  Forty-third  Ohio,  commanding  brigade,  lost  his 
leg,  and  the  adjutant  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin,  Lieutenant  Fitz- 
gerald, was  killed.*  Several  (five  or  six)  were  wounded  by  the  shell- 
ing. The  skirmish  line  got  through  the  swamp  as  far  as  the  Salke- 
hatchie  Eiver,  and  at  dark  the  pioneers  were  felling  trees  across  the 
river  for  foot  bridges.  General  Force,  with  the  Third  Division,  Seven- 
teenth Corps,  was  three  or  four  miles  from  Angley’s  Post-Office  when 
last  heard  from. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  led  the  skirmish  line  during 
part  of  the  day ; they  made  several  gallant  charges,  in  one  of  which 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirby,  of  General  Blair’s  staff,  was  wounded  and 
had  his  horse  killed. 

I send  you  copy  of  my  order  for  to-morrow. 

I am  anxious  to  have  more  force  here  so  as  to  (control  Buford’s  Bridge. 

The  enemy  seem  to  have  considerable  force  opposite  us  at  this  point, 
enough  to  furnish  quite  an  extended  skirmish  line. 


A mistake. 
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In  case  you  wish  to  detain  General  Logan  longer  for  the  Left  Wing, 
I hope  you  will  allow  one  division  at  least  to  move  up  to  Angley’s 
Post-Office  to-morrow. 

Broxton’s  Bridge  is  near  Williams’  (marked  on  the  map),  and  Kivers’ 
Bridge  is  five  miles  above. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Special  ) Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

FTo.  29.  ) Near  Rivers’  Bridge^  S.  (7.,  February  3,  1865. 

The  following  disposition  of  troops  will  be  made  for  to-morrow : The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
move  to  Angley’s  Post  Office,  and  sending  forward  a reconnaissance 
Avill  endeavor  to  take  and  hold  possession  of  Buford’s  Bridge.  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  cause  his 
Tliird  Division  to  close  in  with  the  corps  and  reconnoiter  the  line  of  the 
river,  with  a view  of  turning  the  enemy’s  position  at  Eivers’  Bridge  in 
case  it  is  not  turned  during  the  night. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Snyder’s  Store ^ February  .2,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
send  a couple  of  regiments  up  the  road  leading  to  Angley’s  Post- 
Office  about  one  mile.  Let  them  take  position  covering  the  approaches 
from  that  direction  and  intrench. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — General  Sherman  requests  that  the  officer  in  command  may 
look  out  for  couriers  from  General  Howard. 


M.  W., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

February  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I don’t  feel  quite  satisfied  about  our  north  face.  I 
think  you  had  better  have  General  Giles  Smith  move  up  his  smallest 
brigade  entire,  and  extend  your  line  to  the  left,  facing  north;  and  as 
soon  as  it  is  dark  bring  back  the  main  line  of  General  Mower  to  the 
high  ground,  and  cover  the  north  front  by  a good  skirmish  line. 
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Please  liave  tlie  Nintli  Illinois  send  out  good  road  pickets. 
Should  the  enemy  be  able  to  comprehend  our  position,  and  had  he 
force  enough,  he  might  give  us  annoyance  by  turning  our  left  by  the 
way  of  Buford’s  Bridge. 

Very  respectfully. 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  30.  ) Near  Rivers^  Bridge,  8.  C.,  February  2^  1865. 

#*##*** 

II,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  his 
command  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  on  the  Angley’s  Post-Office  and  Rivers’ 
Bridge  road  to  a camp  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  First  Division. 
*#*#**# 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

^Y]lippy  Swamp  Post-Office,  February  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  instead  of 
moving  on  this  road  you  will  move  your  entire  command  on  the  road 
the  First  Brigade  is  on,  and  proceed  via  Whippy  Swamp  Post-Office 
to  Angley’s  Post-Office,  crossing  Whippy  Swamp  at  the  latter  place 
and  remaining  there  until  you  receive  orders.  The  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  move  in  your  advance  up  to  Whipx^y  Swamp 
Post  Office,  when  they  will  leave  that  road  and  cross  over  to  this  one. 
Move  at  7 o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Lawtonville,  8.  0.,  February  1865. 

Tills  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Duck  Brandi  Post- 
Office,  as  follows:  The  First  Division  at  0.30  a.  in.j  Third  Division  at 
7.30  a.  m.  The  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy  requires  that  two 
unencumbered  brigades  with  one  battery  of  artillery  should  xirecede 
the  trains.  General  Jackson  will,  therefore,  march  his  two  brigades  in 
front  of  all  the  trains.  General  Ward  will  distribute  his  troops  along 
the  whole  train,  so  as  to  assist  and  protect  them.  A rear  guard  of  two 
regiments  will  be  sufficient. 

The  artillery  will  march,  one  battery  with  the  advanced  brigades, 
one  immediately  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  trains,  and  one  with  the 
Third  Division. 

General  Jackson  will  have  as  strong  a ])ioneer  force  as  xiossible  at  the 
head  of  the  column. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  2,  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  my  letter  to  General  Sherman  of  the 
31st  ultimo,*  with  his  indorsement  thereon;  also  copies  of  the  orders 
and  instructions  referred  to  in  such  letter,  with  copy  of  Brevet  Briga- 
dier-General Littlefield’s  letter  to  me,  dated  30th  of  January.  These 
inclosures  are  marked,  respectively,  1,  2,  3,  &c.,  to  No.  9.  I would 
respectfully  ask  tha  t the  last  sentence  of  paragraph  V,  of  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  15,  from  General  Sherman’s  headquarters,  may  be  annulled, 
so  as  to  leave  the  recruiting  and  organization  of  colored  men  in  my 
hands  and  those  of  Brevet  Brigadier- General  Littlefield,  where  it  was 
left  by  previous  instructions  of  the  War  Department.  I respectfully 
submit  that  the  proposed  change  would  disorganize  the  machinery  now 
established,  and  would  produce  confusion  and  consequently  necessary 
* delay.  By  the  orders  inclosed  you  will  see  that  I am  directed  to 
appoint  officers  provisionally.  Numbers  have  been  assigned  to  the 
new  regiments  by  the  bureau  of  which  Colonel  Foster  is  chief,  to  wit, 
the  One  hundred  and  third,  the  One  hundred  and  fourth,  the  One 
hundred  and  fifth,  and  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth.  I have 
ai)pointed  officers  in  the  One  hundred  and  third,  and  the  regiment  is 
being  efficiently  organized.  I am  pushing  this  matter  of  enlistments, 
and  shall,  in  any  event,  do  all  in  my  power  to  further  the  wishes  of  the 
Department.  I would  also  suggest  that  to  place  this  matter  of 
organizing  these  regiments  in  other  hands  than  those  of  the  department 
commander  might  produce  unnecessary  complications.  General  Sax- 
ton’s important  duties  as  inspector  under  General  Sherman’s  order  will 
of  necessity  occux)y  much  time  and  demand  his  constant  care.  In  them 
he  will  receive  my  thorough  sujjport.  The  interests  at  stake  are  so 
great  that  they  should  be  furthered  by  a hearty  and  soldierly  co-oper- 
ation between  us.  1 ask  this  respectfully,  as  General  Sherman  informs 
me  that  the  change  specified  in  the  above-mentioned  paragraph  of  his 
order  Avas  made  by  your  directions.  I regret  that  there  should  seem  to 
be  any  doubt  of  my  interest  in  the  arming  of  the  colored  race.  I have 
since  the  first  order  on  this  subject  was  issued  by  the  War  Department 
been  one  of  the  most  active  in  encouraging  and  enforcing  the  enlist- 
ment of  these  men.  Every  officer  Avho  has  served  with  me  will  bear 
testimony  to  this.  Among  the  earliest  colored  regiments  organized 
were  the  First  and  Second  North  Carolina  regiments;  you  Avill  remem- 
ber that  they  Avere  raised  under  my  personal  supervision  by  Brigadier- 
General  Wild.  As  a soldier,  I Avish  to  see  our  armies  strengthened;  as 
a citizen,  to  do  that  which  will  most  benefit  this  unfortunate  race,  and 
fit  them  to  rightly  use  that  liberty  Avith  which  the  Avar  has  blessed  them. 
Begarding  the  discipline  which  they  v/ill  receive  in  the  army  as  the 
greatest  and  most  Avidely  spread  educational  influence  which  can  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  making  sol- 
diers of  them  commends  itself  alike  to  my  judgment  and  my  humanity. 
I need  not  say  that  Avhatever  may  be  your  decision,  it  will  receive 
from  me  a soldier’s  ac(iuiescence. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

M ajor- General,  Comm anding. 


* See  ]).  186. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  0.,  February  2^  1865. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe  Gth,  3.30  p.  m.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 

General:  I liave  received  dispatch  from  General  Sherman,  who 
was  at  a point  four  miles  south  of  Hickory  Springs  last  night  (1st). 
He  expected  to  be  at  Eivers’  Bridge  to-nigiit  (2d),  and  at  a point  mid- 
way between  Branchville  and  Augusta  to-morrow  night.  . The  roads 
were  fair.  General  Hatches  division  is  demonstrating  toward  Oom- 
bahee  and  fei  going  to  attempt  forcing  a crossing.  General  E.  E.  Potter 
with  three  regiments  is  demonstrating  from  Edisto  Island  toward  Wills- 
town.  In  two  days  this  force  will  be  added  to  that  on  Folly  Island  to 
demonstrate  against  James  Island.  I shall  keep  things  active  and 
strive  to  aid  General  Sherman  in  every  way  in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  (7.,  February  2^  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staffs  U.  S.  Armies  : 

General  : The  experience  of  the  past  tew  weeks  has  shown  that 
volunteering  among  the  colored  men  in  this  department  is  very  slow 
and  may  not  for  a long  time  furnish  the  number  so  much  needed  for 
garrison  and  other  duties.  These  men,  just  freed  from  long  servitude, 
are,  of  necessity,  ignorant  and  improvident.  Their  idea  of  liberty  is 
exemi)tion  alike  from  work  and  care.  The  streets  of  Savannah  are  full 
of  them,  lying  in  the  sun  and  waiting  for  bread  without  labor.  Heed- 
ing their  services  as  soldiers,  I respectfully  ask  that  the  Department 
will  fix  a quota  for  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  allow 
me  to  fill  it  by  conscripting  the  able-bodied  young  colored  men,  under 
such  restrictions  and  exemptions  as  may  be  deemed  most  wise  by 
the  Department.  Such  as  are  imposed  by  the  existing  U.  S.  conscrip- 
tion law  might  be  designated  with  an  order  that  one-half  or  one- third 
of  the  number  liable  should  be  drafted.  I have  consulted  with  colored 
pastors  on  this  subject  and  they  agree  with  me  in  advising  the  pro- 
posed course.  The  future  of  the  race  is  a matter  of  serious  moment. 
Education  is  necessary  to  make  freedom  truly  beneficial.  The  training 
of  the  army  will  do  more  to  educate  these  men  than  any  other  scheme 
which  can  be  devised 5 it  will  make  them  self-reliant  and  will  develop 
their  manhood.  The  camp  is  to-day  the  school-house  of  this  race;  it 
may  be  that  in  the  future  the  soldierly  training  of  these  people  will  be 
their  protection  against  local  injustice,  while  the  habits  of  care  and 
economy  so  learned  will  make  them  self-supporting. 

Alike,  therefore,  upon  military  and  humane  grounds,  I ask  the  care- 
ful attention  of  the  Department  to  the  suggestions  of  this  letter,  and 
am,  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
ill ajor-  Genera Z,  Comman din g. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  at  a i)oint  2^  Miles  north  ofDuch  Braneh  Post- Office^ 

3^  Miles  from  PocotaligOj  February  2^  1865 — 7_p.  m. 

General  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General  : I wrote  you  on  the  road  ^^esterday  touching  the  matter  of 
General  Saxton,  and  gave  you  my  reasons  for  not  changing  my  orders. 
I still  adhere  to  that  conclusion,  but  have  no  objection  whatever  that 
you  should  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  direct  and  leave  him  to  judge. 
But  as  to  military  discipline,  I decide  that  General  Saxton  cannot 
go  to  a military  post  and  do  anything  which  in  the  judgment  of  its 
commander  is  calculated  to  produce  confusion  or  disorder.  The  com- 
manding officer  of  a post  is  the  proper  person  to  see  that  it  does  not 
become  encumbered  with  idle  or  worthless  vagabonds  of  any  color,  sex, 
or  kind.  You  may  sustain  General  Grover  in  anything  he  may  do  as  to 
maintaining  good  order  and  government  at  Savannah. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  charged  by  Congress  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  war  policy,  and  are  bound  to  respect  his  authority  and 
wishes,  and  these  are  contained  in  my  orders.  If  General  Saxton  pre- 
sumes on  any  specind  influence  let  him  alone  and  he  will  commit  some 
breach  of  military  propriety, when  you  will  take  action.  I consider  he 
has  no  more  control  over  organizations  of  colored  troops  after  they  are 
mustered  and  paid  than  the  superintendent  of  tlie  general  recruiting 
service  for  white  troops.  During  the  inchoate  existence  of  a regiment 
or  company  he  may  use  it  about  his*  rendezvous  for  guard  and  police; 
but  after  troops  are  organized  as  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments, 
mustered  in  and  paid  by  the  United  States,  they  at  once  become,  like 
any  other  part  of  your  command,  subject  to  your  orders  and  detail. 
Indeed,  were  I in  your  place,  I would  i)refer  this  disposition,  as  it 
relieves  you  of  all  the  details  of  organization.  As  to  Littlefield’s  duties, 
you  can  ]jut  him  subject  to  Saxton,  or  you  can  give  him  the  detail  of 
any  other  officers  and  men  of  your  command  at  your  own  option.  You 
may  require  him  to  apply  for  such  details  as  he  wants,  and  you  can 
make  them  just  as  you  would  for  the  quartermaster. 

As  to  the  nomination  of  officers  for  negro  regiments,  that  purely 
belongs  to  the  appointing  power,  the  President,  who  may  delegate  it 
to  wliom  he  sees  fit. 


As  to  steam-boats,  I don’t  think  General  Easton  has  any  feeling  as 
to  you;  but  I think  he  lias  an  idea  that  Major  Thomas,  much  his  junior, 
is  left  to  judge.  If  he  knows  that  you  give  the  subject  your  personal 
attention,  he  will  be  content.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  confer  with 
him,  for  I have  given  him  carte  hlanche  and  hold  him  accountable  as 
to  my  immediate  army. 

My  movements  now  will  depend  for  a day  or  so  on  Slocum ; but  you 
had  better  be  all  ready  for  the  steps  I indicated. 

We  find  a good  deal  of  cavalry  on  all  the  roads,  but  they  do  not  delay 
our  march. 


The  infantry  is  behind  the  Salkehatchie,  which  is  a swampy,  ugly 
stream  all  the  way  up  to  Barnwell. 

I am  much  obliged  for  the  papers.  All  well. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 
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Hdqrs.  Coast  Diyision,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo^  February  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : I neglected  to  mention  in  tlie  items  sent  you  yesterday 
that  General  Foster  wished  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  considers  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  General  Saxton  shall  be  relieved  from  superin- 
tending the  recruiting  colored  troops.  He  is  crazy  on  the  subject,  has 
harangued  meetings,  and  had  an  appointment  for  a mass-meeting  in 
Savannah  yesterday.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  General  Grover 
yesterday  forbid  the  mass-meeting.  The  negroes  misunderstand  their 
recently  acquired  freedoju,  and  will  neither  work  nor  enlist.  General 
Saxton’s  course  is  thought  to  encourage  them  in  their  opinions.  Gen- 
eral Littlefield  is  considered  capable  of  managing  and  organizing  the 
recruiting  of  blacks. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

I shall  cross  at  Combahee  Ferry  as  soon  as  I can  get  boats  to  that 
point. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

'Pocotaligo,  S.  (7.,  February  2,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Engineers  at  Port  Poyal  Ferry: 

Sir:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your 
command  to  the  mainland  on  this  side  of  the  causeway,  and  erect 
there  a tete-de-pont  arranged  for  two  or  more  guns.  He  also  directs 
you  to  send  word  as  to  the  number  of  pontoon  boats  you  have  at  that 
point. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEOKAED  B.  PEKEY, 

First  Lieut.j  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.^  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Few  Berne j F.  C.,  February  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General  TJ.  8.  Army.,  Washington : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  direct  to  you  a letter  written 
by  the  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  this  district  to  the  cliief  quarter- 
master at  Fort  Monroe,  concerning  some  transportation. 

To  send  this  requisition  through  the  ordinary  channels  would  occupy 
too  much  time,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  sent  direct  to  you. 

I have  received  letters  (confidential)  from  both  General  Sherman  and 
General  Foster  informing  me  of  General  Sherman’s  jdans,  and  I am 
preparing  everything  here  for  the  advance  of  Sherman’s  army  into  this 
State.  The  force  for  placing  the  railroad  in  order  from  our  outposts  to 
Kinston  has  arrived,  and  a portion  of  Schofield’s  corps  is  hourly 
expected  here.  This  additional  force  will  probably  arrive  without 
wagons,  and  I wish  to  place  them  in  immediate  condition  to  march, 
with  twenty  days’  su])ply  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  to  Golds- 
borough,  where  I exx)ect  to  join  General  Sherman  by  the  latter  part  of 
this  month. 
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Our  wagons  now  here  are  barely  sufficient  to  perform  the  labor  here. 
In  May  last  every  wagon,  horse,  and  mule  that  could  be  spared  from 
this  district  was  sent  to  Virginia,  and  none  of  them  have  ever  been 
returned. 

If  this  requisition  can  be  filled  I think  I will  be  able  to  co-operate 
with  General  Sherman  in  the  manner  directed  by  him. 

As  I have  said,  the  i)lans  for  future  operations  have  been  given  to 
me  confidentially,  and  I therefore  send  this  to  you  in  the  same  way.  It 
is  my  impression,  however,  that  it  is  the  general  belief  in  all  this  region 
that  Sherman  is  coming  through  this  State,  and  it  appears  to  be  spoken 
of  as  a matter  of  course. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


General  Schofield  : 


City  Point,  February  2^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.) 


Mahon e’s  division,  which  was  reported  to  have  gone  south,  has 
returned  to  Petersburg.  They  did  go  south  near  or  quite  to  Weldon, 
lirobably  to  meet  a raid  sent  by  General  Palmer  to  destroy  the  ram 
which  is  being  built  in  the  Roanoke. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

February  2^  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Pointy  Ya.: 

I expect  to  get  off  to-morrow  with  one  division  besides  General 
Meagher’s  command.  I will  go  with  the  advance  and  will  stop  at  Fort 
Monroe  for  your  orders.  I will  telegraph  you  when  I start. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  Generaly  Commanding. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  February  2y  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Washingtony  J).  C. : 

I arrived  here  to-day  with  dispatches  for  you  from  Major-General 
Sherman.  Will  be  in  Annapolis  to-morrow  morning  (Friday). 

JOHN  F.  ANDERSON, 

Major  and.  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  18.  ( WashingtoUy  D.  6\,  February  2y  1865. 

1.  The  Special  Orders  of  January  2fi,  18()5,  from  these  headquarters, 
for  embarking  the  troops  of  this  command,  is  hereby  modified  as  fol- 
lows: The  First  and  Third  Brigades,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  will  embark  at  Alexandria  to-morrow  morning  and  move 
without  delay  to  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  The  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division 
(Colonel  Casement’s),  will  move  by  rail  to  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  embark 
at  that  point,  and  move  without  delay  to  Fort  Fisher.  This  brigade 
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will  take  precedence  of  all  other  troops  in  embarking’  at  Annapolis,  it 
being  important  that  it  reach  its  destination  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher’s  Provisional  Division  will  embark  at  Annap- 
olis withontunnecessary  delay  (giving  precedence  to  Colonel  Casement’s 
brigade),  and  move  to  Beaufort,  and  thence  by  rail  to  New  Berne,  N. 
C.,  and  join  the  command  of  Brig,  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  to  whom  General 
Meagher  will  report  on  his  arrival  at  Beaufort  for  further  orders.  The 
Second  and  First  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  will  embark  at 
Alexandria  or  Annapolis,  as  may  be  directed  by  Brigadier- General 
Eucker,  quartermaster,  as  soon  as  transports  shall  be  provided,  and 
will  move  without  delay  to  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  One  battery  will  move 
with  each  division,  if  practicable,  without  delaying  the  movement  of 
the  infantry.  The  remaining  artillery  wagons  and  animals  will  follow 
the  troops  as  soon  as  suitable  transports  can  be  provided.  Headquar- 
ters will  move  with  the  Third  Division  from  Alexandria  to-morrow. 

* * ^ * # * # 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Diy.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  ) Alexandria.,  Fa.,  February  1865. 

I.  Capt.  Hobart  Ford,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  is  hereby  detailed  for  duty  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  personal 
staff' of  the  general  commanding,  and  will  report  without  delay  to  these 
headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox  : 

THEO.  COX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  2^  1865 — 10  ]).  m. 

(Eeceived  11.30  p.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

About  1,000  of  General  Meagher’s  division  have  arrived  and  are  on 
board  transports.  Boats  ordered  to  Baltimore  to-day  for  troops  have 
failed  to  reach  that  city.  Another  attempt  will  be  made  at  daylight 
to-morrow.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  coaling  vessels  at  this 
point  and  in  supplying  them  with  water.  In  addition  to  steamers 
named  in  your  memoranda  the  Alliance  and  Hermann  Livingstone  have 
arrived.  The  first  will  carry  200  men  and  the  other  800. 


EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington  City,  D.  C.,  February  2^  1865. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  Mar: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
orders,  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  Major-General  Schofield  com- 
manding, has  been  transferred  from  Clifton,  on  the  Tennessee,  to  the 
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Potomac.  Under  tlie  instructions  of  the  Hon.  C.  A.  Dana,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  I left  this  city  on  the  11th  ultimo  to  take  the  general 
supervision  of  the  movement.  Anxious,  if  possible,  to  comply  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Department  and  those  of  the  lieutenant-general  in  mak- 
ing it  to  Parkersburg  by  water,  yet  knowing  by  experience  the  extreme 
uncertainties  of  winter  navigation  upon  the  Ohio,  I telegraphed  on  my 
departure  to  several  trustworthy  gentlemen  intimately  connected  with 
the  management  of  Western  railroads,  who  met  me  while  en  route  to 
Louisville,  and  with  whom  I arranged  for  a quiet  concentration  of 
machinery,  so  that  if  necessary  there  could  be,  on  twelve  to  twenty- 
four  hours’  notice,  at  either  Cairo,  Evansville,  Louisville,  or  Cincinnati, 
sufficient  to  move  the  corps  as  it  should  arrive  at  either  of  those  points, 
and  yet  in  such  manner  as  not  to  prove  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  different  roads  in  case  the  machinery  was  not  required. 

Arrangements  were  also  made  through  the  commissary  department, 
by  which  the  comfort  of  the  troops  should  be  cared  for  by  supplying, 
as  often  as  once  in  each  hundred  miles  of  railroad  transportation,  in 
addition  to  their  rations  an  abundance  of  hot  coffee. 

On  arriving  at  Louisville  and  not  finding  dispatches  from  Generals 
Thomas  or  Schofield,  as  was  anticipated,  advising  me  as  to  the  amount 
of  transportation  required,  or  the  time  when  the  troops  would  be  ready 
to  move,  on  consultation  with  General  Allen  it  was  deemed  best  to 
order  without  delay  the  assembling  at  Paducah,  the  mouth  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Eiver,  of  transports  amply  sufficient  to  make  the  required 
movement.  This  being  done  by  telegraph,  I left  Louisville  the  same 
evening  (14th)  and  reached  Paducah  the  following  night,  where  learn- 
ing that  Major-General  Schofield  had  but  a few  hours  previously  passed 
down  the  river  I proceeded  at  once  to  Cairo,  and  the  next  day  learning 
from  liiin  by  telegra|)h  that  only  transportation  for  10,000  men  would 
be  required,  in  addition  to  the  boats  already  up  the  river,  I returned 
to  Paducah  that  nigbt,  ordered  the  boats,  with  convoy,  to  be  in  read- 
iness as  soon  as  possible,  and  started  the  next  morning  at  daylight  up 
the  Tennessee. 

At  about  5 o’clock  the  same  evening  (17th)  meeting  General  McLean 
with  a division  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  coming  down  on 
transports  greatly  overloaded,  on  communication  with  him  it  was 
deemed  best  that  I should  return  to  Paducah,  sending  up  the  river  the 
transports  accompanying  me,  under  care  of  Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 
assistant  quartermaster. 

After  largely  increasing  at  Paducah  the  transportation  for  General 
McLean’s  command,  rendering  the  condition  of  the  troops  entirely 
comfortable  for  a long  trip,  this  portion  of  the  corps  proceeded  up  the 
Oliio  on  the  following  mornin.g  (18th)  and  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day,  having  completed  all  nectessary  arrangements  for  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  as  they  should  reach  that  place,  I left  via  Cairo  for 
Louisville  by  rail,  and  arrived  there  on  the  morning  of  the  2()thin 
advance  of  any  of  the  transi^orts. 

During  the  previous  night  the  weather  suddeidy  changed  from  the 
mild  and  genial  temperature  with  which  we  had  hitherto  been  favored, 
and  the  morning  brought  the  coldest  weather  as  yet  experienced  dur- 
ing the  winter,  so  that  on  arriving  at  the  Ohio  1 found  the  river  so  full 
of  floating  ice  as  to  give  serious  apprehensions  of  our  ability  to  pro- 
ceed by  boats  even  to  Cincinnati. 

On  consultation,  how^ever,  with  Major-General  Schofield,  General 
Allen,  and  the  best  advised  river  men,  1 ordered  forward  the  boats  to 
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Cincinnati,  and  telegraphed  as-  previously  arranged  for  the  collection 
at  that  place  of  the  necessary  cars  and  machinery  to  be  ready  on  the 
following  morning  to  receive  the  trooj^s  as  they  arrived. 

The  river  having  rapidly  fallen  over  twenty  feet  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  our  larger  boats  to  pass  above  the  falls,  producing  thereby 
considerable  detention,  as  we  were  obliged  to  transfer  the  troops  to  a 
smaller  class  of  boats  Avhich  could  pass  through  the  canal. 

Everything  progressing  satisfactorily  I again  took  the  cars  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  and  reached  Cincinnati  the  following  morning,  in 
advance  of  the  transports,  where  I found  all  necessary  preparations 
made  to  receive  the  troops  on  their  arrival.  During  the  same  day 
(21st)  about  3,000  men  were  disembarked,  loaded  on  the  cars  of  the 
Little  Miami  Railroad,  and  started  eastward. 

In  the  afternoon  a fog  arose,  so  dense  as  for  more  than  thirty  hours 
to  entirely  prevent  any  movement  of  boats,  and  resulting  in  the  deten- 
tion of  a large  part  of  the  fleet  for  that  length  of  time. 

On  the  22d  about  4,000  more  troops  were  transferred  from  the  boats 
to  the  cars  of  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad,  and  left  for  their 
destination.  During  the  evening  of  tliis  day  the  weather  again  greatly 
moderated,  and  being  advised  by  telegraph  from  Wheeling  and  Park- 
ersburg of  the  probabilities  of  an  immediate  resumption  of  navigation,  I 
directed,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  that  boats  containing  from  6,000 
to  8,000  troops  should  take  on  board  as  soon  as  possible  an  ample 
supply  of  fuel  and  be  ready  to  move  ujd  the  river. 

This  completed,  it  was  arranged  Avith  General  Couch,  commanding, 
that  the  transports  should  start  early  in  the  evening  (23d),  and  one 
had  already  departed  when  there  was  again  so  rapid  a change  in  the 
weather  as  to  render  it  [an]  unsafe  proceeding,  and  a boat  was  imme- 
diately dispatched  to  bring  back  the  transport  which  was  on  its  way 
to  Parkersburg,  and  all  were  ordered  to  remain  until  morning. 

During  the  23d  the  movement  by  land  Avas  continued,  and  about 
4,000  additional  troops  had  been  disembarked  and  transferred  to  the 
cars  of  the  Little  Miami  Railroad.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  the 
weather  having  greatly  increased  in  severity,  and  my  dispatches 
from  Parkersburg  advising  jne  that  the  river  AAms  so  full  of  ice  as  to 
render  navigation  imj)racticable,  I ordered  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
to  disembark  and  proceed  via  the  Little  Miami  Railroad,  which,  except- 
ing some  of  the  artillery  and  animals,  Avas  eflected  on  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Owing  to  the  embarrassments  and  delays  on  the  Ohio  Central,  result- 
ing from  broken  rails  and  machinery,  caused  by  the  uncommon  sever- 
ities of  the  weather,  and  by  which  cars  were  repeatedly  thrown  from 
the  track,  and  several  narrow  escapes  from  serious  disaster  encoun- 
tered, as  well  as  from  the  difficulties  of  crossing  the  Ohio,  I remained 
on  the  line  from  Columbus  to  Bellaire  until  the  31st,  taking  personal 
supervision  of  the  transfer  of  the  troops  until  the  last  car  Avas  loaded 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  on  its  way  over  the  moun- 
tains, when  at  12  m.  I took  the  train  and  reached  this  city  on  the  night 
of  the  1st  instant,  Avhere,  on  the  folloAving  day,  1 found  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Potomac  the  Twenty- third  Army  (ffirps  safely  encam])ed. 

The  distance  transported  is  nearly  1,400  miles,  about  equally  divided 
between  land  and  AAmter.  The  average  time  of  transportation,  from 
the  embarkation  on  the  Tennessee  to  the  arrival  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac,  Avas  not  exceeding  eleven  days  5 and  what  is  still  mor(T 
important,  is  the  fact  that  during  the  Avhole  movement  not  a single 
accident  has  happened  causing  loss  of  life,  limbs,  or  property,  except 
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in  the  single  instance  of  a soldier  improperly  jumping  from  the  car 
under  apprehension  of  danger,  by  which  he  lost  his  life,  Avlien,  had  he 
remained  quiet,  he  would  have  been  as  safe  as  were  his  comrades  of 
the  same  car. 

After  so  many  days  of  anxiety  and  suspense — a suspense  and  anxiety 
I know  fully  shared  by  yourself  and  many  others — may  I not  congrat- 
ulate you  upon  the  complete  and  entire  success  of  a movement  the  like 
of  which  I think  has  neither  its  parallel  in  this  eventful  war,  nor, 
indeed,  in  the  history  of  warfare,  the  only  similar  movement  being 
that  of  the  transfer  of  theTwelfth  and  Thirteenth  [Eleventh]  Army  Corps 
of  22,000  men.  General  Hooker  commanding, from  the. Potomac  to  Chat- 
tanooga, 200  miles  less  in  distance,  and  effected  in  the  mildest  autumn 
weather  in  about  the  same  time,  with  days,  if  not  weeks,  of  preparation, 
and  in  which  case  the  route  was  distinctly  understood  before  the  move- 
ment commenced.  The  difference  between  a movement  under  such  cir- 
cumstances and  one  under  Avhich  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  has  been 
transported,  with  greatly  multiplied  dangers  and  difficulties  attending 
it,  are  thoroughly  understood  by  all  familiar  with  Avinter  navigation 
and  land  transportation. 

The  transfer  of  so  large  an  army,  with  ample  time  and  jjreparation, 
for  so  great  a distance,  even  in  summer  Aveather,  Avould  of  itself  be  a 
marked  event.  But  when  it  is  understood  that  not  beyond  four  or  five 
days  had  elapsed  after  the  movement  was  decided  upon  in  Washington 
before  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  had  actually  commenced  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Tennessee,  nearly  1,400  miles  distant,  and  that  Avithin 
an  aA^erage  of  eleven  days  from  the  time  of  its  embarkation  so  large  an 
army,  Avith  its  artillery  and  animals,  was  quietly  encamped  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  the  transfer  has  been  made  along  riv- 
ers obstructed  by  fog  and  ice,  and  over  mountains,  during  violent 
snoAv- storms,  and  amid  the  unusual  severities  of  midAvinter  in  a north- 
ern climate,  with  all  the  doubts,  constant  uncertainties,  and  changes 
herein  mentioned  as  to  routes  and  points  of  transfer,  at  a period  of  the 
year,  too,  when  accidents  upon  railroads  arising  from  the  breaking  of 
machinery  or  rails  in  ordinary  transportation  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence, many  of  a serious  and  fatal  character  having  occurred  during 
this  time  on  other  roads,  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  comfort  of  the 
troops  has  been  so  careful] provided  for,  and  the  police  of  the  differ- 
ent roads  so  thoroughly  organized  that  during  the  whole  movement  not 
the  least  injury  of  person  or  loss  of  property  occurred, with  the  excei)tion 
of  the  soldier  above  alluded  to,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  troops  is 
to-day  in  all  resx)ects  as  good  for  meeting  the  enemies  of  their  country 
as  it  Avas  on  the  day  of  their  departure  from  the  banks  of  the  Tennes- 
see; under  such  circumstances,  am  I not  justified  in  characterizing 
this  movement  as  an  event  remarkable  in  design  and  successful  in  exe- 
cution, the  like  of  which  has  never  before  occurred,  and  as  being  most 
illustrative  of  the  great  |)hysical  advancement  and  resources  of  our 
country,  even  in  its  present  desolated  and  distracted  condition,  and 
shoAving  its  resistless  poAver  when  harmonious  and  united? 

I should  be  failing  in  justice  not  to  record  and  call  special  attention 
to  the  means  by  Avhi(^h  your  orders  have  been  so  successfully  executed. 
I refer  to  the  managers  of  our  railroad  and  river  transportation. 

The  earnest  efforts  of  those  controlling  the  different  lines  of  railroads 
used  in  making  this  movement  have  been  most  cons])icuous. 

Hoav  many  valuable  officers  and  soldiers  have  been  furnished  to  our 
army  from  this  department  of  business  is  Avell  known  to  yourself;  a 
business  commanding  as  it  does  a greater  number  in  x)roi)ortion  than 
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any  other  of  the  most  energetic  and  enterprising  portion  of  our 
citizens,  men  well  adapted  to  military  service  by  habits  of  command 
and  prompt  obedience,  hardened  by  exposure,  fertile  in  resources, 
vigorous  and  energetic  in  action,  and  accustomed  to  danger  where 
prompt  decision  is  required. 

It  is  to  this  class  of  men  that  the  Government  is  largely  indebted  for 
many  of  its  brilliant  triumphs  and  without  whose  services  your  order 
for  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army.  Corps  could  not  have 
been  executed.  Few  persons  are  aware  of  the  sui^erior  ability,  energy, 
and  unceasing  watchfulness  necessary  even  on  ordinary  occasions  to 
secure  the  movement  of  so  large  a force  over  a long  line  of  railroad, 
and  fewer  still  appreciate  the  great  increase  of  difficulties  and  dangers 
during  such  extraordinary  severe  weather  as  we  have  had  for  the  last 
month,  to  insure  safety  from  accident  and  disaster;  and  while  nothing 
that  I can  say  will  add  to  the  reputation  of  gentlemen  so  well  known  to  the 
community  as  are  most  of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  move- 
ment, yet  it  is  but  just  to  place  upon  record  the  fact  that  these  private 
citizens  have  spared  no  labor  and  omitted  no  efforts  to  accomplish  the 
desired  object;  that  from  the  highest  official  to  the  lowest  employe 
days  of  anxious  toil  and  nights  of  sleepless  vigilance  have  conclusively 
proved  that  all  were  fully  awake  to  the  importance  of  the  duty  devolv- 
ing upon  them,  and  felt  that  intense  interest  which  men  alone  feel  who 
are  thoroughly  conscious  of  their  personal  responsibility  for  the  lives 
of  thousands  and  the  success  of  an  important  enterprise. 

The  gentlemen  to  whom  I allude  are  William  H.  Clement,  president, 
and  E.  W.  Woodward,  superintendent  of  the  Little  Miami  Eailroad; 
D.  McLauren,  superintendent  of  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Eailroad; 
Thomas  Lough,  superintendent  Steubenville  and  Indiana  Eailroad; 
Hon.  H.  J.  Jewett,  president,  and  D.  W.  Caldwell,  superintendent 
Ohio  Central  Eailroad;  John  W.  Garrett,  i^resident,  and  W.  Prescott 
Smith,  master  of  transportation,  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eail- 
road, all  of  whom,  I think,  are  justly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  services  they  have  rendered.  The  circumstances,  I 
think,  render  it  not  invidious  that  I should  especially  refer  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  where  indomitable  will, 
energy,  and  superior  ability  have  been  so  often  and  so  conspicuously 
manifested,  and  where  such  invaluable  services  have  been  rendered  to 
the  Government,  a road  nearly  400  miles  in  length,  so  often  broken 
and  apparently  destroyed,  so  constantly  subjected  to  rebel  incursions, 
that  had  it  been  under  ordinary  management,  it  would  long  since  have 
ceased  operations;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  of  the 
severe  winter  season,  the  great  disorganization  of  employes  necessarily 
incident  to  a road  thus  situated,  its  most  extraordinary  curves,  grades, 
bridges,  tunnels,  and  the  mountain  heights  it  scales,  it  has  moved  this 
large  force  in  the  shortest  possible  time  with  almost  the  exactness  and 
regularity  of  ordinary  passenger  trains,  and  with  a freedom  from  acci- 
dent that,  I think,  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  paralleled. 

Much  credit  is  also  due  to  the  boatmen  of  the  West,  who  with  scarcely 
a day’s  notice  promptly  and  cheerfully  furnished  over  forty  transports 
for  this  service,  and  who  have  so  often  and  so  patiently  submitted  to 
the  seizure  of  their  trans])orts,  and  eftectively  assisted  in  securing  the 
success  of  our  armies.  During  the  last  four  years  it  has  olten  fallen  to 
my  lot  to  witness  the  cool  bravery  and  acts  of  daring  of  this  class  of 
men  in  the  passage  of  batteries,  or  the  sudden  and  unexpected  attack 
of  bands  of  guerrillas  while  navigating  our  Western  rivers;  and  Generals 
Grant  and  Sherman,  with  many  others,  will  bear  witness  that  none 
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liave  shown  greater  firmness  and  resolution  in  danger,  or  more  reckless 
daring  and  disregard  of  personal  safety,  and  I doubt  not  many  of  tlieir 
deeds  will  live  in  history  and  tradition  along  the  lines  of  our  Western 
rivers,  as  have  the  stories  and  deeds  of  partisan  chiefs  of  former  times. 

It  was  by  the  services  of  such  men  that  the  Government  was  enabled 
so  rapidly  to  concentrate  re-enforcements  at  Donelson  and  Shiloh;  that 
with  seven  days’  notice  it  was  enabled  to  embark  40,000  men  under 
Sherman  in  mid- win  ter  for  the  movement  against  Vicksburg,  and  sub- 
sequently to  precipitate  the  same  force  upon,  and  capture,  the  Post  of 
Arkansas.  It  was  their  courage  that  piloted  our  transports  past  the 
batteries  of  Island  ilo.  10,  Vicksburg,  and  numberless  other  places 
along  our  Western  waters;  and  all  who  have  seen  the  unblauched 
cheek  and  steady  arm  by  v/hich  the  pilot  at  the  wheel  or  the  captain 
on  the  hurricane  roof  have  discharged  their  duties  in  hours  of  danger, 
cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  they  justly  deserved  a page  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  events  of  the  war. 

I also  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  services  of  Oapt.  J.  V.  Lewis, 
assistant  quartermaster,  an  able  officer,  recently  in  charge  of  transporta- 
tion at  Cincinnati,  who,  at  my  solicitation,  though  he  had  tendered  his 
resignation  and  was  relieved  from  duty,  again  resumed  his  former  posi- 
tion and  labored  incessantly,  and  rendered  most  valuable  assistance  in 
effecting  the  transfer  at  Cincinnati  in  the  movement  by  rail. 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  very  valuable  assistance  rendered  by 
Capt.  Arthur  Edwards,  assistant  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
assistant  quartermaster;  Capt.  A.  C.  Woolfolk,  assistant  quartermaster, 
and  Capt.  Gus.  Artsmau,  assistant  quartermaster,  at  their  respective 
posts  of  duty. 

Herewith  I transmit  copies  of  all  orders,  instructions,  communica- 
tions, and  reports  of  the  superintendents  of  the  several  roads,  forming 
a complete  record  of  the  movement. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


[Inclosures.] 

Copies  of  orders^  letters,  and  telegrams. 

War  Department, 

1.]  January  11,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and,  River  Transportation,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Colonel:  It  having  been  decided  that  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  Mnjor-General  Schofield  commanding,  shall  be  transferred  from 
the  Tennessee  to  the  Chesapeake,  yon  will  immediately  proceed  west- 
ward, and  take  the  general  suxiervision  and  management  of  its  transjior- 
tation. 

If  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  will  admit,  it  is  deemed  best  that  the 
transportation  shall  be  by  boats  to  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  thence  by 
rail  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad.  Should  this  not  be  iiracti- 
cable,  the  trooiis  should  be  transported  by  rail  from  Cairo,  Evansville, 
fkdfersonville,  or  Cincinnati,  as  navigation  of  the  Ohio  will  permit, 
then  by  rail  to  Bellaire,  and  over  the  I Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  tSeeretary  of  War. 
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Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  - 
2.]  ' Washington,,  January  11,  1865. 

Hoi].  0.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  ISecretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir:  In  accordance  witli  your  instructions  I will  leave  here  so  as  to 
connect  with  the  first  train  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling.  I should 
arrive  at  Wheeling  about  5 o’clock  to-morrow  evening,  and  at  Cincin 
nati  via  Columbus  early  the  next  morning,  and  Louisville  the  next 
afternoon. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  advise  General  Allen  of  the  contemplated 
movement,  so  that  in  case  he  learns  General  Thomas  is  in  readiness  to 
move,  he  could  be  gathering  the  necessary  boats  at  Louisville,  and  also 
direct  him  to  open  any  dispatches  to  me. 

Yery  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

3.]  Washington,  January  11,  1865. 

Col.  J.  A.  Potter, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Chicago,  III.: 

We  may  want  200  or  300  cars  at  Cairo  within  three  or  four  days. 

See  the  Illinois  Central  that  they  may  have  it  in  view,  as  we  could 
not  probably  give  more  than  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours’  notice.  I go 
direct  to  Louisville;  answer  to  Wheeling,  care  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Eailroad. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOI^S, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


4.J  Chicago,  January  12,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation : 

The  Illinois  Central  says  everything  depends  on  the  speedy  unload- 
ing of  the  150  cars  already  en  route  to  Cairo,  as  they  would  have  to  be 
relied  on  to  fill  the  requisitions. 

J.  A.  POTTEE, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


5.]  Fairmont,  Va.,  January  12,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpt.  Baltimore  and,  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

Cannot  yon  consent  that  Mr.  Coffran  should  come  to  Louisville 
to-morrow  in  case  I telegraph  back  for  him?  He  is  willing  to  go  if  you 
think  proper.  I think  it  might  be  very  useful  to  your  road  by  giving 
you  early  and  correct  information. 

Have  you  no  leply  from  Gray  or  Lough? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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6.]  Baltimore,  Md.,  January  12,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

Gray  says  lie  arid  Lough  will  meet  you  at  Columbus  or  Ciuciiinati. 
Coffrau  can  go  with  you,  if  desired. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


7.]  Bailroad  near  Ben  wood,  January  12,  1865. 

Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  or 
Capt.  L.  S.  Metcalf, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Saint  Jjouis,  Mo. : 

Can  Captain  Edwards,  with  Mr.  Downs  and  Hendricks,  meet  me  at 
Louisville  day  after  to-morrow  in  case  I telegraph  for  them  to  do  sol 
Answer  care  of  General  Allen,  Louisville,  and  Captain  Lewis,  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Hail  and  River  Transportation. 


8.J  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  13,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Quartermaster : 

(Care  of  General  E.  Allen,  chief  quartermaster.) 

We  can  meet  you  any  place  you  may  direct. 

ARTHUR  EDWARDS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 

Received  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  10  a.  m.  January  14,  1865. 


0.]  Railroad  near  Cameron,  Ya.,  January  12,  1865. 

Mr.  Jewett, 

President  Ohio  Central  Railroad,  or 
Mr.  Caldwell, 

Supermtendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio: 

Could  not  Mr.  Caldwell  come  out  a few  miles  on  this  evening’s  train 
to  consult  with  me  about  a matter  of  importance  to  the  Government 
and  your  road  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


10.]  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  12,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons  : 

Your  dispatch  received  too  late  for  me  to  meet  you  on  the  road.  If 
vou  wish  I can  see  you  here,  when  train  arrives. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 


Received  at  Bellaire  8 x>.  ni.  January  12. 
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11.]  Eailroad  near  Benwood,  January  12,  1865. 

Col.  McKim,  or 

J.  y.  LewiSj  Quartermasters^  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

I desire  to  see  Captain  Levvds  and  some  representative  of  the  Little 
Miami  Kailroad,  on  important  business,  on  my  arrival  at  Cincinnati 
to  morrow  morning"  on  my  way  direct  to  Louisville. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


12.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13^  1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Cairo,  III.  : 

How  many  and  what  boats  could  you  furnish  on  from  twelve  to 
twenty-four  hours’  notice,  with  ten  days’  stores,  fuel  for  500  or  600  miles  *? 
What  boats  are  in  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland  ? Answer,  Louisville, 
care  General  Allen,  as  particularly  as  practicable.  How  many  cars 
could  you  furnish  at  Cairo  on  the  same  notice  if  necessary? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


13.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  li,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

(Care  General  Allen.) 

I can  furnish  transportation  for  the  10,000  men  asked  for  by  Gen- 
eral Allen,  without  material  damage  to  freiglitiug  up  Cumberland. 
The  Kennett,  Brilliant,  Marmora,  Decatur,  Des  Moines,  and  some  others 
in  Cumberland.  Izetta  and  others  in  Tennessee.  I am  assured  by 
railroad  agent  that  there  will  be  no  trouble  about  cars.  Let  me  know 
in  time.  Is  this  the  same  as  General  Allen’s? 

WOOLFOLK. 


14.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13,  1865. 

Capt.  L.  S.  Metcalf, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Is  the  river  open  to  Cairo?  ‘ If  so,  how  many,  and  what  boats  could 
you  furnish,  on  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours’  notice,  with  ten  days’ 
stores  and  fuel  for  600  miles  to  be  sent  to  Cairo? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


15.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky.  : 

I have  just  arrived,  and  leave  on  mail-boat  for  Louisville.  Please 
request  Captain  Ernst  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  boats  on  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland,  as  far  as  practicable. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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IG.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  13,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Afisistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  1).  C. : 

Missed  connection.  Leave  for  Louisville  at  noon.  River  at  Pitts- 
burg sixteen  feet,  falling-  Cincinnati  thirty-seven  feet,  rising. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


17.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

Thomas  Louoh,  Esq., 

Columbus,  Ohio  : 

No  assistance  required  for  some  da  vs  at  least. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  a7id  Biver  Transportation. 


18.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transportation,  Baltimore,  Md. : 

Shall  not  require  Mr.  Coffran  at  present.  Everything  looks  well  so 
far.  ■ 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


19.]  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  14,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

Hon.  0.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  JD.  C. : 

Arrived  here  last  night.  Nothing  here  from  General  Thomas  or 
Schofield.  The  telegraph  will  not  be  open  beyond  Nashville  till  to-mor- 
row. The  necessary  boats  are  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Paducah.  I go 
to  Paducah  to-night.  Will  be  there  to-morrow  night,  and  move  up 
Tuesday,  unless  counter  orders  come.  Is  it  decided  about  moving  artil- 
lery? The  horses  can  be  moved  so  far  as  the  boats  go  without  much 
(lifiiculty.  Rivers  all  high,  and  still  rising  slowly.  Present  jirospects 
good.  Telegrai)h  can  reacli  me  at  Paducah. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and,  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


20.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  If«r,  Washington,  I).  C.: 

Sir:  I inclose  herewith  copy  of  dispatch  sent  you  this  day.*  I am 
disappointed  in  finding  nothing  from  General  Thomas,  but  learn  from 
two  of  General  Schofield’s  stall  that  he  is  expecting  to  move,  and  on 
consultation  with  General  Allen  it  is  deemed  best  for  me  to  proceed  at 

* Probably  next,  ante. 
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once  to  Paducali.  We  liave  ordered  boats  from  Cairo  and  all  points 
sufficient  for  the  movement^  and  have  satisfactory  replies.  I hope  to 
leave  Paducah  by  Tuesday  and  be  at  General  Schofield’s  headquarters 
by  Wednesday  night  or  Thursday  morning.  Everything  now  looks 
favorable.  Will  telegraph  you  from  Paducah. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


21.]  Washington,  D.  0.,  January  12^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  Allen, 

Chief  Quarterynaster.)  Louisville^  Ky. : 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons  left  here  last  night  for  Louisville,  to  take  general 
direction  of  the  transportation  of  Major-General  Schofield’s  corps  from 
the  Tennessee  Eiver  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  just  ordered  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant.  The  movement  will  be  made  as  far  as  possible  by 
boats  from  Eastport.  If  the  state  of  navigation  will  allow,  the  troops 
will  not  be  debarked  till  they  reach  Parkersburg;  but  if  necessary,  they 
will  take  the  railroad,  either  at  Cairo,  Evansville,  Jeffersonville,  or 
Cincinnati.  Colonel  Parsons  cannot  reach  Louisville  before  Friday 
night;  meanwhile  please  open  any  dispatches  that  may  be  addressed  to 
him,  and  make  all  such  arrangements  respecting  steam-boats  as,  in 
your  judgment,  will  expedite  and  facilitate  the  movement.  The  troops 
only  will  be  moved,  leaving  their  transportation  behind. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


22.  J Louisville,  January  13,  1865. 

General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Nashville : 

General  Schofield’s  corps  is  ordered  East.  Instruct  all  boats  return- 
ing from  Nashville  to  go  to  Paducah,  and  there  wait  further  orders. 
Let  me  know  how  many  steamers  you  can  send  from  Nashville  within 
two  days.  Answer  immediately.  What  is  the  strength  of  General 
Schofield’s  coiqis'*? 

EOBEET  ALLEN, 

Brief  a dier- Gen  eral. 


23.]  Nashville,  January  12  [14 f],  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Allen  : 

Telegram  of  12.40  received.  I am  not  positive  as  to  the  strength  of 
Major-General  Schofield’s  command,  but  suppose  it  is  about  15,000 
men.  No  means  of  knowing  any  more  certainly  here.  There  are  but 
two  steamers  at  Nashville,  and  they  are  now  loading  for  Eastport. 
Everything  else  gone  to  Eastport  since  changed  to  that  base,  and 
nothing  returned  here.  Have  sent  twenty-six  steamers  from  here  in 
all  and  none  have  yet  returned,  excei)t  my  dispatch  boats,  which  are 
not  included  in  the  above.  All  of  them  ought  to  be  either  at  Eastport 
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or  down  Tennessee  witbin  reach.  Will  instruct  all  returning  steamers 
from  here  to  repair  to  Paducah  and  wait  orders  as  you  request.  You 
will  remember,  of  course,  that  General  Schofield’s  transportation 
remains  at  Eastport. 

J.  L.  DONALDSOi^^, 

Brigadier- General. 


24.]  Kashville,  January  14^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation  : 

Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  are  at  Eastport.  The  telegraph  will 
be  open  to  Johnsonville  to-day  and  the  road  by  the  1st  of  February. 
There  is  no  coal  at  Johnsonville;  some  ought  to  be  sent.  I send  Cap- 
tain Johnson,  assistant  quartermaster,  to  take  charge  there,  by  boat 
this  afternoon.  You  can  reach  General  Thomas  by  telegram  to  Padu- 
cah. I send  boats  from  here  tri-weekly  and  you  can  go  from  here  if 
you  please. 

J.  L.  DONALDSOiT, 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.^  Chief  Quartermaster  Dept,  of  the  Cumberland. 


25. ]  Louisville,  January  13,  1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  McKim, 

Cincinnati : 

General  Schofield’s  corps  is  ordered  to  Chesapeake  Bay.  It  is  to 
embark  from  Eastport,  Tenn.,  and  will,  if  practicable,  go  u})  the  Ohio 
to  Parkersburg.  All  of  the  steamers  at  Cincinnati  may  be  required 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  got  ready.  Colonel  Parsons  is  on  his  way  from 
Washington  to  superintend  the  movement.  He  will  probably  stop  to 
see  you.  I do  not  know  the  strength  of  General  Schofield’s  corps. 
How  many  boats  can  you  furnish Have  boats  here  for  about  5,000 
men.  Answer  immediately. 

EGBERT  ABLER, 

Brigadier- General. 

26. ]  Cincinnati,  January  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Egbert  Allen  : 

Telegram  received.  Can  furnish  transports  for  5,000  to  7,000  men,  if 
required,  by  imxiressing  some  boats. 

WM.  W.  McKIM, 
Colonel  and  Chief,  Quartermaster. 


27.]  Louisville,  January  13, 1865. 

Capt.  H.  Easin, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  8lmithland : 

Stop  all  steamers  returning  from  Rashville,  and  send  them  to  Padu- 
cali  to  wait  further- orders.  They  are  wanted  to  go  up  the  Tennessee 
to  Eastport,  to  bring  down  General  Schofield’s  corps. 

EGBERT  ABLER, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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28.]  Louisville,  Kal,  January  13,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo: 

I want  steamers  to  transport  10;000  men  from  Eastport,  Tenn.,  to 
tliis  place.  Can  I obtain  them  from  Cairo  without  stopping  the  trans- 
portation of  forage'?  Answer  immediately. 

EOBEKT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General, 


29.]  Cairo,  January  13,  1865. 

General  Allen: 

I can  furnish  boats  for  the  troops  required.  It  may  take  a little 
time  to  get  their  crews  together. 

A.  C.  WOOLFOLK. 


30.]  Louisville,  Jamiary  13,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah: 

I am  sending  all  the  hay  we  can  spare  direct  to  Eastport.  You 
require  hay  only  for  yonr  own  use.  The  steamers  returning  from 
Nashville  I am  sending  to  Paducah  to  wait  there  for  further  orders. 
Stop  all  steamers  returning  from  Eastjiort,  and  keep  them  there  for  the 
present.  We  Avant  boats  sufficient  to  bring  down  from  Eastport  Gen- 
eral Schofield’s  corps.  Will  give  further  instructions  in  time. 

ROBEET  ALLEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


31.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865 — 12  m, 

Capt.  A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III.: 

Send  all  the  boats  you  can  to  Paducah  by  Monday  morning  early; 
have  an  abundance  of  fuel  on  board;  will  require  but  small  crew. 
Colonel  Parsons  will  be  at  Paducah  to-morrow  night.  Advise  me 
immediately  the  boats  you  send  and  the  number  of  troops  they  will 
carrv.  No  animals,  wagons,  or  artillery  to  be  moved. 

ROBEET  ALLEN, 

Brigadier -General.  ' 


32.]  Louisville,  January  14,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky. : 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons  will  be  at  Paducah  to-morrow  night.  Have  a full 
sui)ply  of  fuel  on  board  of  all  the  boats  to  make  the  trii)  to  Eastport 
and  return,  as  I liaA^e  before  directed  to  stop  all  steamers  returning 
from  Eastport  and  all  that  come  to  you  from  Nashville,  and  hold  them 
in  readiness  to  go  to  Eastport. 

ROBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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33.]  Louisville,  January  14^  1865. 

General  J.  L.  Donaldson, 

Nashville : 

Colonel  Parsons  is  here,  sent  out  from  Washington,  to  superintend 
the  transportation  of  General  Schofteld’s  command.  He  will  leave  for 
Paducah  this  afternoon.  Transports  sufficient  will  assemble  at  Padu- 
cah from  Cincinnati,  this  place,  and  Cairo  in  three  or  four  days,  and 
will  proceed  to  Eastport.  If  practicable,  communicate  this  to  General 
Thomas  and  General  Schofield  as  soon  as  possible. 

EOBEET  ALLEK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


34.]  Louisville,  January  14 1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  McKim, 

Cincinnati : 

Send  to  report  to  me  six  good  transports  as  soon  as  possible,  with 
good  supply  of  coal  and  ten  days’  stores.  Only  a small  crew  will  be 
needed.  Telegraph  the  names  and  when  I may  expect  them. 

EOBEET  ALLEE^, 

Brigadier- General. 


35.]  Louisville,  January  14^  1865. 

General  Donaldson, 

Nashville : 

Do  you  know  where  Major-Generals  Thomas  and  Schofield  are?  Can 
you  reach  them  or  Johnson vflle  by  telegraph?  Is  the  railroad  work- 
ing to  Johnson ville?  Is  there  any  coal  tliere?* 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOI^S, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


3fi.]  Louisville,  January  14^  1865. 

Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 

Assistant  Quartermaster.,  or 
Capt.  L.  S.  Metcalf, 

Assistant  Quartermaster.,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Come  to  Cairo  and  Paducah  with  Hendricks  and  Downs,  or  any  otlier 
assistant  as  soon  as  you  can.  You  must  come  on  train  this  afternoon 
if  possible.  I exi)ect  to  be  there  to-morrow. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOIsrS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


37. J Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

(On  train  for  Saint  Louis — sent  to  Centralia,  111.) 
lam  out  by  orders  of  tlie  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to  assist  in 
moving  your  army.  He  said  that  I should  find  dispatches  from  Gen- 
eral Thomas  at  Louisville.  Finding  nothing  I came  to  Paducah  and 

For  reply,  see  No.  24,  p.  225. 
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here.  What  arrangements  are  made?  How  soon  will  the  troops  be 
ready  to  embark  ? Is  there  an  ample  number  of  boats  up  the  Ten- 
nessee? About  twenty-five  more  are  at  Paducah  and  here  under 
orders  to  be  ready  to  go  up  if  required,  and  can  start  to-night  if  neces- 
sary. Ho  you  take  all  your  artillery,  horses  and  guns?  Please  reply 
as  fully  as  consistent.  Say  where  another  dispatch  can  reach  you.  It 
is  best  to  take  enough  boats  to  make  the  troops  comfortable. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


38.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  IG^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportatioii^  Cairo^  III. : 

Major-General  Schofield  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  boats  now  at 
Clifton,  Tenn.,  can  bring  down  not  over  half  of  his  command.  He 
wishes  boats  enough  sent  up  to  accommodate  10,000  more.  There  are 
five  mounted  batteries  to  be  embarked.  Dispatches  will  reach  me 
here  until  7 p.  m. ; after  that  at  Louisville.  I am  on  my  way  to  Louis- 
ville to  make  arrangements  for  the  transportation  of  the  troops  from 
that  point  east. 

WM.  J.  TWINING, 
Captain  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


39.]  Louisville,  January  14^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

Please  telegraph  me  the  decision  in  regard  to  taking  mules  and 
horses. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 
Lieutenant- Colo7iel,  dee. 


40.  J Washington,  January  15,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

Major-General  Thomas  telegraphed  on  the  11th  that  he  would  have 
Major-General  Schofield’s  corps  assembled  at  Eastport  by  yesterday. 
Of  the  artillery,  the  men  alone  are  to  be  moved. 

C.  A.  DANA. 


41,]  Paducah,  January  16, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons: 

I am  directed,  by  command  of  Secretary  of  War,  to  send  a cipher 
operator  with  you  up  the  river.  Please  furnish  him  such  accommoda- 
tions as  you  can. 

S.  BRUCH, 

Captam  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Asst.  Supt.  U.  S.  Mil.  Tel.,  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
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42.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  16y  1865, 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Quartermaster^  CairOj  III.  : 

Colonel:  By  telegram  from  Captain  Brucli,  assistant  quarter- 
master and  assistant  superintendent  military  telegraph,  I am  ordered 
to  report  to  you  as  “ cipher  clerk  and  wait  your  further  instructions. 
I am,  colonel,  very  respectlully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  A.  CASSELL, 

United  States  Military  Telegraph  Operator. 


43.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  16,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Commodore  Livingston,  Commanding, 

Mound  City,  111. : 

Can  I have  a convoy  for  fifteen  transports  from  Paducah  to  Eastport 
this  evening*?  Time  is  important. 

By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


44.]  Mound  City,  January  16,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation,  Cairo,  III.  : 

Have  no  vessel  here  fit  to  convoy.  Apply  to  Lieutenant  Saltonstall, 
U.  S.  S.  Black  Hawk,  at  Paducah. 

J.  W.  LIVINGSTON, 
Commodore  and  Commandant  Naval  Station. 


45.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

Capt.  William  J.  Twining, 

Aide- de- Camp,  Odin,  III. : 

Vour  dispatch  is  received.  I start  for  Paducah  immediately.  Expect 
to  leave  there  in  the  morning.  Everything  looks  well  for  compliance 
with  your  dispatch. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


4().|  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

General  Robert  Allen, 

Supervising  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Yours  of  this  date  received.  I do  not  tliink  we  shall  require  all  tlie 
Cincinnati  boats,  but  for  i)eriect  safety  they  had  best  come  down  at 
once.  I hope  to  leave  Paducah  to-night. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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47.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

Hoii.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Arrived  here  this  morning.  Start  for  Paducah  immediately.  Will 
have  boats  enough  there  in  the  morning  for  the  movement,  and  start 
early  unless  detained  for  convoy.  Hope  to  be  at  Clifton  early  Wednes- 
day and  start  back  on  Thursday.  Weather  and  river  favorable.  A 
cipher  telegraph  operator  accompanies  me,  according  to  your  order. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


48.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson,  ’ 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky. : 

Have  all  the  boats  take  on  board  at  least  three  days’  fuel,  and  be 
ready  to  start  on  an  hour’s  notice  after  10  o’clock  to-night,  if  convoy 
arrive.  Eequest  convoy  as  soon  as  possible,  as  time  is  important. 
Will  be  up  this  evmiing. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


49.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transportation,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Everything  looks  well.  You  will  not  probably  hear  from  me  again 
for  three  days. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


50.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky. : 

I leave  here  at  3 o’clock  this  afternoon. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


51.]  Cairo,  January  16,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith,  Esq., 

Master  Transpt.,  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 

Dear  Sir  : I arrived  at  Paducah  last  night.  Expect  to  proceed  up 
the  Tennessee  to-night.  Hope  to  leave  Eastport  by  Thursday.  All 
will  probably  be  eml)arked  on  the  same  day;  hence,  I fear  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  going  up  the  Ohio  they  will  all  reach  Parkersburg  or  Wheeling 
within  two  days.  I have  endeavored  to  avoid  this  in  accordance  with 
your  request,  but  with  the  present  views  of  officers,  it  cannot  be  done. 
Hence,  in  case  we  reach  you  by  water,  it  will  be  of  importance  to  have 
the  largest  preparation  practicable.  As  soon  as  we  get  out  of  the 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


231 


mouth  I will  keep  you  advised  by  telegraph  of  our  progress  and  pros- 
pects. Would  it  not  be  well  to  prepare  for  drawing  on  the  Northern 
Central,  and  other  roads,  for  additional  machinery,  if  required*?  I 
trust  all  due  preparation  will  be  made  to  make  the  troops  as  comfort- 
able as  i^ossible,  as  I found  going  over  the  mountains  it  was  very  cold, 
and  without  tires  it  would  have  been  extremely  uncojnfortable.  The 
certified  report  to  me  is  3,000  more  than  was  supposed  by  the  Assistant 
Secretary. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


52.]  Cairo,  January  16\  1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  Esq., 

Columbus^  Ohio : 

I expect  to  start  up  the  Tennessee  to-morrow.  Shall  be  absent 
about  three  days,  unless  there  is  great  change  in  the  weather.  Shall 
not  require  assistance  at  present.  Please  advise  Gray  and  Woodward. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


53.]  Paducah,  Ja^iuary  16^  1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Assistant  (fiartermaster.,  or 
Capt.  H.  L.  Downs  : 

You  will  please  notify  all  the  boats  connected  with  the  fleet  to  be 
moved  up  the  Tennessee  River  that  they  are  expected  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  leave  promptly  on  a signal  from  the  gun- boat  at  the  hour  of  0 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  proceed  in  the  order  and  with  the  vessels 
to  which  they  have  severally  been  assigned. 

V ery  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and-  River  Transportalion. 


54.]  Paducah,  January  17,  1865 — ^ a.  m. 

lion.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Washington  City  : 

All  ready  to  start  at  daylight.  An  iron-clad  is  in  the  convoy  and 
it  will  take  two  days  to  reach  Clifton. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


35. 1 Louisville,  16,1865. 

C()].  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cairo,  III.  {thence  to  Paducah) : 

I received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Scdiofield:  Please 

send  to  Clifton  boats  for  10,000  men.  The  boats  up  the  river  will  bring 
down  the  balance.”  Two  boats  have  just  arrived  from  Cincinnati.  No 
dispatch  from  the  quartermaster. 

ROBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier- General. 
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[Coulidential.] 

56.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  i.>,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

Tlie  Messrs.  Jewett  liave  consented  to  my  absence.  If  desired  I will 
therefore  be  at  your  service. 

T.  LOUGH. 


57.]  On  Board  Steam  boat  Bertha, 

Tennessee  River.,  January  17,  1865. 

Major-General  Couch, 

Commanding  Twenty-third  Corps : 

General:  I am  commanded  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  to 
come  out  and  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps.  Receiving  no  definite  information  at  Louisville  from  General 
Thomas,  as  the  Assistant  Secretary  thought  would  certainly  be  the 
case,  I have  provided  such  boats  as  seemed  necessary,  and  have  now 
with  me  twenty  boats  moving  up.  Of  them  say  six  or  seven  are  loaded 
in  full  or  part  with  troops  or  stores.  If  they  can  be  unloaded  at  Clifton 
jmu  will  have,  I think,  ample  transportation.  If  they  cannot  be 
unloaded,  you  can,  I think,  ship  all  the  balance  of  your  army  as  far  as 
Paducah,  where  I will  prepare  an  ample  number  of  boats,  of  which 
you  can  take  what  you  require  to  make  your  army  comfortable.  I 
think  Captain  Edwards,  assistant  quartermaster,  can  render  all  the 
assistance  necessary  up  the  river  and  that  I had  best  go  to  prepare  for 
you  on  the  Ohio. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — If  this  meets  General  Couch  on  the  river,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  send  it  forward  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Clifton*? 


58.]  On  Board  Steam  boat  Bertha, 

Tennessee  River,  January  17,  1865. 

Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 

Assistant  (fiar  ter  master  : 

You  will  immediately  proceed  in  charge  of  the  fleet  now  moving  up  the 
river  for  the  transportation  of  the  remaining  portion  of  General  Scho- 
field’s army  corps,  now  at  Clifton.  You  will  have  unloaded  at  Clifton 
as  far  as  possible  the  five  or  six  boats  now  in  part  loaded  with  cattle 
and  stores,  with  all  the  dispatch  possible,  and  immediately  embark  the 
troops  thereon,  or  on  as  many  as  shall  be  necessary.  The  boats  will 
then  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where,  or  on  the  way  up,  they 
will  meet  with  five  to  seven  additional  transports  which  will  receive 
such  portions  of  the  corps  as  it  shall  be  thought  best  to  embark  thereon. 
Having  embarked  all  these  troops  you  will  immediately  proceed  up  the 
Ohio  until  the  commanding  general  shall  give  orders  for  disembarka- 
tion. You  will  take  great  care  to  guard  against  accident  by  fire  and 
otherwise.  You  will  advise  me  by  telegraph  from  Johnsouville,  Padu- 
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call,  Louisville,  aud  Cincinnati,  using  great  care  in  your  communication 
by  cipher  or  otherwise.  Should  you  find  it  necessary  on  your  arrival 
you  can  press  five  or  six  boats  into  the  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — You  will  take  with  you  Captains  Hendricks  and  Downs,  to 
render  you  such  assistance  as  you  may  require,  Avho  had  best  proceed 
as  far  as  Louisville  at  least. 

L.  B.  P. 


59.]  Office  of  the  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Louisville,  January  16,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons: 

Colonel  : I inclose  you  a copy  of  a dispatch  just  received  from  Gen- 
eral Schofield.  It  is  dated,  you  perceive,  at  Cairo,  but  I presume  it  was 
sent  there  from  Clifton,  as  General  Schofield  cannot  be  in  Cairo.  This 
is  about  as  we  expected,  that  there  were  boats  enough  up  or  on  the 
river  to  transport  5,000  or  G,000  men.  At  the  time  1 am  now  writing 
(11  o’clock)  only  two  boats  have  arrived  from  Cincinnati,  and  I have 
not  heard  from  Colonel  McKim  either  by  letter  or  dispatch,  although  I 
telegraphed  him  a second  time  yesterday.  A copy  of  the  dispatch  I 
inclose.  I telegraphed  you  this  morning  to  Paducah  and  also  Cairo. 
Although  you  have  ordered  boats  from  Cairo  to  transport  10,000  men, 
I think  it  best  to  send  you  also  the  Cincinnati  boats.  It  is  better  to 
have  a surplus  than  a deficiency,  and  the  surplus  need  not  go  farther 
than  Paducah  if  you  think  proper. 

V^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Inclosure.] 


60.]  Cairo,  January  15,  1865. 

General  R.  Allen, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Please  send  to  (31ifton  transportation  for  10,000  men.  The  boats 
now  up  the  river  will  bring  down  the  balance. 

SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


61.]  Paducah,  January  18,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Your  two  dispatches  of  yesterday  are  received.  In  accordance  with 
my  last  dispatch  Ave  left  yesterday  morning.  Last  night  we  met  the 
entire  Second  Division  and  two  brigades  of  the  Third,  General  McLean 
commanding,  9,000  strong  and  much  overloaded.  Ascertaining  that  I 
had  provided  transportation  ample  for  the  remainder  and  deeming  it 
more  important  that  I should  return  here,  I detailed  a very  comiietent 
officer,  Capt.  Arthur  Edwards,  to  jiroceed  and  supervise  tlie  embarka- 
tion at  Clifton.  General  McLean’s  command,  Avith  additional  boats, 
left  this  morning  at  8 o’clock,  and  should  reach  Louisville  on  Friday 
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morning.  After  perfecting  arrangements  here  I shall  take  rail  to-night 
at  Cairo  and  be  at  Louisville  to-morrow.  With  the  present  very  high 
water,  transports  come  from  Eastport  to  Paducah  in  sixteen  to  twenty 
hours,  from  Clifton  in  twelve  to  sixteen  hours,  from  Paducah  to  Louis- 
ville in  two  days,  Cincinnati  three  days,  Parkersburg  and  Wheeling 
five  to  six  days. 

The  remainder  of  the  corps  from  Clifton  should  be  here  between  this 
and  morning.  Transportation  is  required  for  18,000  to  20,000,  with 
five  batteries  of  mounted  artillery. 

Dispatches  will  reach  me  at  Cairo  until  midnight.  Please  advise 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio. 

LEWIS  B.  PAPvSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


62.1  Cairo,  Jamiary  18 ^ 1865.. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

I send  you  the  Florence  for  towing  purposes.  Will  send  you  the 
Lockwood  as  soon  as  I can  get  her  ready,  and  others  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  The  Emperor  will  be  at  Paducah  this  a.  m.,  I think,  out  of 
the  Cumberland  and  possibly  some  others.  1 will  report  from  time  to 
time. 

WOOLFOLK, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


63.]  Paducah,  Ky.,  January  18,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eobert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

Started  by  daylight  yesterday  with  twenty  boats..  Met  about  half 
the  corps  coming  down  last  night  much  overloaded.  Ascertaining  I 
had  sufficient  transportation  for  balance,  I detailed  Captain  Edwards 
to  proceed  and  supervise  transportation  from  Clifton.  Provided  addi- 
tional boats  for  and  started  the  fleet  for  Louisville  at  8 o’clock  this 
morning.  Transportation  is  required  for  nearly  20,000.  1 shall  perfect 

arrangements  here  to-day  and  leave  Cairo  for  Louisville  to-night  by 
rail.  Only  two  boats  in  from  Cincinnati.  Everything  looks  well  so 
far 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


64.]  Smithland,  January  18,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation  : 

Five  or  six  boats  at  this  place.  The  last  indorsement  on  their  orders 
is  to  proceed  to  Smithland  and  coal.  General  McLean  has  gone  ahead 
without  leaving  further  orders.  Shall  I order  the  boats  to  follow  him? 

II.  EASIN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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65.]  Paducah,  Ky.,  January  18,  1865. 

Capt.  H.  Easin, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Smithland,  Ky.  : 

All  boats  connected  with  tbe  Twenty-tliiid  Army  Corps  should  be 
ordered  to  follow  the  corj^s  up  the  river  as  rapidly  as  possible.  You 
will  direct  the  captains  of  the  transports  to  make  no  delays  not  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — Will  you  please  direct  Captain  Johnson  to  send  back  boat 
immediately  ? 

L.  B.  P. 


66.]  Paducah,  Ky.,  January  18,  1865. 

Capt.  H.  Easin, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Smithland,  Ky. : 

I shall  send  five  or  six  boats  for  coal  this  morning.  We  are  almost 
out  here.  Shall  also  send  you  fifteen  or  twenty  again  within  two  days. 
Send  word  by  any  opportunity  to  the  miners  to  get  out  all  the  coal  they 
can. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  a7id  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportatio^i. 


67.]  * Smithland,  January  18,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Paducah,  Ky. : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Will  provide  coal  for  such  boats  as  you 
may  send.  Have  sent  an  agent  to  the  mines  to  have  coal  in  readiness 
for  the  vessels  as  they  pass. 


H.  EASIN, 

Captain  and  Assistayit  Quarterynaster. 


68.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  18,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Paducah  : 

The  Henning,  Lockwood,  and  Julia  are  the  only  boats  that  are  in  port 
that  can  be  gotten  out  with  any  kind  of  dispatcli.  I think  I can  get 
tliein  to  you  by  midnight.  If  any  other  boats  get  in  from  below  I will 
send  you  one  or  two  more  there.  There  should  be  boats  out  of  the 
Cumberland,  as  the  Emperor  was  reported  to  have  left  Nashville  yes- 
terday morning.  The  Decatur,  Kennett,  and  others  are  due.  If  possi- 
ble let  the  Emperor  and  barge  come  on,  as  General  Allen  seems  to  be 
hurrying  forage  to  Eastport,  and  she  has  another  barge  waiting  her 
here.  The  Ih  ingle  is  also  to  be  at  Paducah  going  up  loaded  and  may 
possibly  be  used  to  return  troops  from  above.  Please  let  me  know  ine- 
cisely  how  you  are  fixed  and  what  is  the  best  you  can  do  with. 

WOOLEOLK, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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69.]  Paducah,  January  18,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III.: 

I have  ordered  the  Emperor  to  Cairo  as  you  desire,  though  she  has 
part  of  a load  for  Eastport.  Load  her  as  soon  and  as  fully  as  you  can. 
She  leaves  at  once.  Can’t  you  take  the  Florence  for  Eastport?  The 
Pringle  has  gone  up  the  river. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


70.]  Cairo,  III.,  January  18,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

The  Julia,  Lockwood,  and  Maria  Denning  are  getting  ready,  but 
cannot  possibly  be  at  Paducah  bel'ore  to-morrow  morning.  The  Flor- 
ence will  leave  in  half  an  hour. 

A.  C.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 


71.j  Paducah,  January  18,  1865. 

Captain  of  Steamer  Emperor, 

Paducah,  Ky.: 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  boats  necessarily  taken  to  move  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps  and  to  the  urgent  demands  of  General  Allen 
for  the  transportation  of  forage  from  Cairo  to  Eastport,  you  will  iiro- 
ceed  from  this  point  to  Cairo,  and  there  take  as  soon  as  possible  a load 
of  forage  and  proceed  at  once  to  Eastport,  on  your  regular  trips 
between  Nashville  and  Eastport.  This  diversion  to  Cairo,  if  due  dili- 
gence is  used,  should  not  interfere  with  your  weekly  trips  as  required 
by  General  Donaldson.  Captain  Woolfolk  will  delay  you  as  little  as 
possible  in  obtaining  your  load. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Tra7isportation. 


72.]  Paducah,  Jaiiuary  18,  1865. 

Capt.  Arthur  Edwards, 

Assistant  Quartermaster : 

I find  that  General  Couch  passed  you  last  night  without  you  seeing 
him  and  is  here  this  morning.  He  advises  me  there  are  not  exceeding 
7,000  men,  at  the  outside,  left,  and  that  there  will  be  two  or  three  large 
boats  from  Eastport  in  addition  to  those  you  have.  This  being  true, 
you  are  provided  amply  for  transportation.  Of  the  six  boats  ordered 
from  Cincinnati  I have  given  one  to  General  McLean  and  two  to  Gen- 
eral Couch,  leaving  three  that  will  be  here  to-night,  which  will  be  taken 
by  you  to  furnish  additional  transportation,  or  you  can  discharge  other 
boats,  and  take  these  in  place  of  them.  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
boats  which  came  down  with  me  connected  with  General  McLean’s 
command  : Bertha,  Swallow,  IMinnehaha,  Cora  S.,  Clara  Foe,  Charmer, 
Financier,  Leni  Leoti,  Bind  Levi,  Marmora,  A.  Baker,  Havana,  Echo, 
Mercury,  Baldwin,  Tyrone. 
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General  McLean  being  very  much  overcrowded,  at  his  request  I 
ga'  e him  the  following  boats  in  addition  : Navigator,  Omaha,  Bril- 
liant, Alex.  Speer,  and  Fannie  Brandies,  five  in  number,  making 
twenty-one  boats  attached  to  his  fleet,  and  one  barge  loaded  with  artil- 
lery. The  boats  which  came  down  with  General  Couch  are  the  Izetta, 
Palestine,  Huntsman,  Science  No.  2,  in  addition  to  which  I have  given 
him  here  the  W.  F.  Curtis  and  Kate  Eobinson.  Tliis  will  leave  for  you 
here  the  Blackford,  Majestic,  and  Iron  City.  Lt  does  not  seem  possible 
that  there  can  be  any  deficiency  in  transportation.  Should  I be  mis- 
taken, you  can  take  any  other  boat  you  think  proper.  You  will  take  the 
general  control  of  all  the  above  boats,  should  you  overtake  any  of 
them,  as  well  as  those  coming  down  with  you  subject,  of  course,  to  the 
orders  of  commanding  generals.  I fear  some  of  them  may  lag  behind; 
if  so  you  will  give  such  imperative  orders  as  shall  press  them  forward. 
I expect  to  be  in  Louisville  to-morrow  (Thursday)  night,  and  leave 
there  some  time  the  next  day.  On  arriving  here  you  will  telegraph 
me  fully,  to  be  sent  in  cipher,  to  care  of  General  Allen,  at  Louisville 
and  again  to  Cincinnati,  from  Evansville  and  Louisville.  If  I am  gone 
they  will  be  forwarded.  I may  telegraph  you  at  Evansville  and  Louis- 
ville through  the  quartermaster.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  keep  Captains 
Hendricks  and  Downs  with  you  as  far  as  you  go?  1 leave  it  for  your 
discretion.  When  you  cannot  telegraph  in  cipher,  telegraph  as  fully 
as  you  can  safely.  Be  sure  to  take  boats  enough  to  make  the  troops 
comfortable. 

Hoping  for  your  entire  success,  I am  sincerely,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


73.]  Washington,  D.  C.,  January  17\  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

Schofield’s  corps  is  to  be  taken  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  instead  of  Annap- 
olis, Md. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


7L]  Washington,  D.  C.,  January  17^  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons: 

C.  A.  Dana  directs  me  to  inquire  the  length  of  time  it  takes  loaded 
transiiorts  to  come  from  Eastport  to  Paducah  and  from  Paducah  to 
Cincinnati.  Please  answer. 

OPEKATOP. 


75.]  Odin,  III.,  January  19 j 1865. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Wilson, 

Assistant  Quartermaster.,  Paducah,  Ky.  : 

Please  S(‘e  they  get  boats  enough  to  be  comfortable,  and  advise  me 
here  if  Edwards  arrives  before  <S  o’clock. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  (Old  Chi<f  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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76.]  Paducah,  Ky.,  January  19,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Assista^it  Quartermaster,  Odin,  III. : 

Balance  of  the  corps  just  arrived  in  five  boats  under  General  Kuger. 
Boats  are  now  coaling.  Captain  Edwards  not  with  them. 

J.  H.  WILSON, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


77.]  Odin,  January  19,  1865. 

Quartermaster  at  Evansville,  III.  : 

Please  inform  at  4 o’clock  this  evening  whether  the  Brilliant  has 
passed  up,  and,  if  so,  the  hour.  Also  give  me  the  name  of  all  boats 
having  passed  up  since  10  o’clock  last  night.  Eeply  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


78.]  Evansville,  January  19,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation: 

The  Brilliant  passed  up  about  6 o’clock  this  morning.  The  following 
boats  have  passed  this  point  up  to  3 p.  m.,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained: Minnehaha,  Burd  Levi,  Cora  S.,  Charmer,  Bertha,  Leni  Leoti, 
Tyrone,  Fannie  Brandies,  Kate  Eobinson,  Swallov,^,  J.  H.  Baldwin, 
Clara  Poe,  Marmora,  Alex.  Speer,  Omaha,  Navigator,  Havana,  Pales- 
tine, Echo  No.  2,  A.  Baker,  Mercury,  Financier,  and  W.  E.  Curtis. 
Will  telegraph  the  remaining  this  evening. 

I.  W.  HAET, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


79.]  Odin,  January  19,  1865. 

General  Eobert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

Missed  connection;  cannot  get  to  Louisville  before  morning.  Dis- 
patches will  reach  me  here  until  8 o’clock.  Had  I best  push  on  to  Cin- 
cinnati or  go  to  L.  ? All  right  at  midnight  when  I left. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and.  River  Transportation. 


79 J.]  Louisville,  January  19,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

On  ]^o.  4,  Odin,  III. : 

No  transports  have  yet  arrived.  I think  you  had  better  come  this 
way.  You  will  be  in  tiine  to  go  up  with  the  troops. 

E.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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80.]  Odin,  January  19,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  0.  WOOLFOLK, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Cairo,  III.  : 

Missed  connection.  Advise  Captain  Wilson  and  request  him  to  send 
me  all  the  news  here  until  8 o’clock  to-night. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


81.]  Smithland,  January  18,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  (&c. : 

All  boats  left  here  soon  after  I telegraphed  you. 

H.  BASIN, 

Assistant  Quartermaster. 


82.]  Odin,  January  19,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  B.  C. : 

Missed  connection  here.  Will  be  in  Louisville  in  the  morning.  Dis- 
patches just  received  showing  about  half  the  corx)S  had  passed  Louis- 
ville by  3 o’clock  to-day,  and  all  the  balance  in  the  Ohio  at  that  hour. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


83.]  January  19,  1865. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

Balance  all  reached  Paducah  about  3 o’clock  this  afternoon.  I tele- 
graphed you  this  noon.  Did  you  get  it? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


84. 1 Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Colonel  McKim, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Please  see  Mr.  W.  H.  Clement,  president,  or  E.  W.  Woodward,  super- 
intendent, of  Little  Miami  Eailroad,  as  soon  as  possible  and  arrange 
for  transportation  of  10,000  to-morrow  and  10,000  Sunday.  The  utmost 
energy  and  prompt  attention  are  necessary.  They  are  arriving  here 
now.  01)tain  military  orders  for  taking  cars  at  all  i)oints  necessary. 
See  that  as  many  cars  as  i)ossible  liave  stoves  in  and  a large  supply  of 
straw  or  hay,  and  one  tier  of  seats  around  the  inside  of  the  car.  Mr. 
Woodward,  the  superintendent,  assured  me  he  would  make  all  arrange- 
ments required.  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  and  telegraph  me 
hourly  the  progress.  All  other  trains  on  the  road  must  necessarily 
yield  to  this  movement.  Say  to  these  gentlemen  that  I earnestly  solicit 
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their  every  effort  to  make  the  movement  a success.  Lough  and  Gray 
at  Columbus  will  give  every  assistance  they  can.  What  is  the  condition 
of  navigation  as  to  ice  at  Cincinnati? 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


85.]  Louisville,  January  20^  1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  or 
1).  S.  Gray, 

ColnmhuSy  Ohio : 

Now  arriving  here;  do  not  think  will  be  at  Cincinnati  to-morrow 
before  noon;  balance  next  day.  I have  telegraphed  Clement  that  you 
will  do  everything  you  can.  Please  act  with  your  accustomed  energy 
and  promiitiiess,  and  see  that  all  cars  are  os  comfortable  as  possible, 
supplied  with  stoves,  straw,  and  seats  around  tlie  inside.  Telegraph 
Clement  or  Woodward.  I suppose  all  trains  should  be  stopped  going 
from  the  East.  I go  to  Cincinnati  to-night  by  rail.  Telegraiih  Caldwell 
at  Zanesville  and  reply  here.  Answer  soon. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


86.]  Louisville,  January  19,  1865. 

W.  H.  Clement,  or 

Woodward, 

Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Have  telegraphed  Colonel  McKim  fulljL  See  him  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. Half  are  now  arriving  here.  Will  be  at  Cincinnati  to-morrow 
morning.  Please  doliot  have  an  hour’s  delay.  I ask  your  accustomed 
energy  in  making  the  movement  a success. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


87.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865, 

Capt.  I.  W.  Hart,  * 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Evansville,  Ind.: 

Telegraph  at  4 o’clock  all  boats  that  have  passed  up  since  your  dis- 
patch of  3 o’clock  yesterday,  and  telegraph  Sunday  morning  to  Cincin- 
nati, care  of  Colonel  McKim,  all  that  have  passed  u})  to  that  time. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


88.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Colonel  McKim, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

There  will  be  about  20,000  troops  and  800  animals.  Two  thousand 
will  arrive  at  Cincinnati  in  the  morning. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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89.]  Louisville,  Januarij  20^  1865. 

Hou.  0.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War^  Washington^  I).  C. : 

Fleet  LOW  arriving  here.  Weather  cold.  Ice  forming  in  the  river. 
Navigation  below  Pittsburg  reported  unsafe  by  ice.  All  well  advised 
boatmen  agree  that  it  would  be  entirely  unsafe  attempting  to  go  above 
Cincinnati  until  a change  of  weather  for  several  days.  Hence,  on  con- 
sultation with  General  Schofield  and  General  Allen,  have  ordered  trans- 
portation by  rail  from  Cincinnati.  They  will  begin  to  leave  from  Cin- 
cinnati to-morrow,  and  arrive  there  as  fast  as  the  roads  can  transport 
them. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


90.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith,  Esq., 

Master  of  Transpt.^  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

Now  arriving  here.  Owing  to  ice  in  the  river  will  be  compelled  to 
take  cars  at  Cincinnati.  About  one-third  to-morrow  noon  and  the 
balance  the  two  following  days.  The  number  is  about  one-third  more 
than  was  supposed  when  I left  W.  Will  you  see  that  cofiee  is  provided 
every  six  or  eight  hours  in  large  quantities  ? I go  to  Cincinnati  to-night. 
Let  me  hear  from  you.  Cannot  you  get  machinery  from  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Central  and  the  Northern  Cross  [Central?]  Railroad,  so  as  to 
move  more  than  you  suggested?  Please  see  cars  are  thoroughly  pro- 
vided with  hay  or  straw  and  stoves,  as  the  weather  threatens  to  be 
very  cold.  I would  suggest  one  tier  of  seats  around  the  inside  of  the 
car. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


91.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Quartermaster,  or 

Agent  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

Parhershurg,  Va. : 

Please  tell  me  the  condition  and  the  prospects  of  the  river  for  the 
next  three  days  as  to  ice  and  navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


92.]  Louisville,  January  20,  1865. 

Quartermaster,  or 

Agent  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

Wheeling,  Va. : 

Please  tell  me  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  river  for  the  next 
three  days  as  to  ice  and  navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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93.]  Louisville,  January  20^  1865, 

Capt.  Frank.  Ernst, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Louisville^  Ky. : 

Captain:  You  are  instructed  to  detain  the  steamers  (connected 
v’itli  the  mail  line  between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville)  at  Louisville 
until  detachments  of  troops  can  be  concentrated  and  taken  on  board. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


94.]  Louisville,  January  20^  1865. 

Capt.  Frank.  Ernst, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Louisville.^  Ky. : 

Captain  : You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  such  a period  of  time  as 
is  required  to  pass  the  fleet  of  transports  bearing  troops  to  this  city 
and  to  points  above. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


95.]  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  20^  1865. 

Capt.  Frank,  Ernst, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Louisville^  Ky. : 

Captain:  You  will  require  the  assistance  of  Captain  Yarble  and 
Capt.  B.  C.  Levi  to  assist  in  receiving  and  reshipping  troops  to  this 
post.  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  above-named  parties. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


96. ]  Louisville,  January  20^  1865. 

General  Schofield, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

' The  Cora  S.  came  up  here  with  sick,  who  have  been  taken  off  and 
- put  into  the  hospital  here.  I desire  to  put  300  or  400  troops  on  her 
and  send  to  Cincinnati  to-night.  The  physician  in  charge  desires 
some  order  before,  he  says,  he  can  properly  surrender  the  boat  for  such 
purposes.  He  says  he  sees  no  reason  why  it  could  not  be  so  used.  Will 
you  not  iflease  indorse  on  this  authority  for  me  to  use  this  boat  for 
this  purpose? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

[Indorsement.] 

97. ]  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville j January  20,  1865, 

Coloned  Parsons  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the 
steamer  Cora  S.  and  use  her  for  the  purpose  named  within. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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98.]  Baltimore,  January  20, 1805 . 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKira,  chief  quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 
Your  dispatch  from  Odiii  received  12  noon  Friday.  River  said  to  be 
closed  in  part.  How  Avill  you  send  to  us?  Answer. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


99.]  Cincinnati,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  of  General  Allen,  Louisville,  Ky.) 

Telegram  received.  Mr.  Clement  is  absent.  Mr.  Woodward  will  be 
here  this  evening.  Present  indications  are  not  more  than  3,000  men 
can  be  moved  to-morrow.  If  any  additional  transportation  can  be  had 
will  advise  you.  Weather  is  moderating,  but  canT  calculate  on  safe 
navigation  for  next  three  or  four  days  even  if  thaw  ensues.  Boats 
can  come  to  Cincinnati.  Will  telegraph  you  again  to-night.  I have  a 
dispatch  from  W.  P.  Smith,  Baltimore,  concerning  the  river,  and  have 
telegraphed  him  that  first  shipment  by  rail  to  Bellaire  will  start  in  the 
morning. 

W.  W.  McKIM, 

Colonel,  (fie. 


100.]  Evansville,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

The  following  boats  have  passed  this  point  since  3 o’clock  p.  m. 
yesterday : St.  Patrick,  Huntsman,  Science,  Hashville,  Sherman, 
Victory,  Tarascon,  Morning  Star,  Imperial,  Emerald,  Hora,  Fanny 
Gilbert,  Norman;  some  passed  up  during  the  night  without  stopping. 

I.  W.  HART, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


101.]  Evansville,  January  20,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

The  Stephen  Decatur  and  Champion  have  passed  ux)  since  my  last 
dispatch  at  2 ji.  m. 

I.  W.  HART, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


102.]  Louisville,  January  20, 1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washingto7i,  J).  C. : 

About  one-half  are  here  or  have  passed  up.  I go  to  Cincinnati  by 
rail. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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103.]  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  20^  1865. 

Colonel  McKim, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Cincinnatij  Ohio  : 

I regret  to  hear  progress  is  so  slow.  Can  you  not  put  on  force  and 
assist?  More  than  one- third  have  passed  up.  Advise  the  roads  that 
if  they  cannot  move  them  promptly  I will  stop  a part  to-morrow  and 
send  by  Indianapolis. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


104.]  Louisville,  January  20^  1865. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent  Little  Miami  Railroad^  Cincinnati.,  Ohio: 

I am  sorry  to  hear  so  few  can  be  moved  to-morrow.  If  yon  cannot 
move  them  promptly  I will  stop  a part  and  send  by  Indianapolis. 
More  than  one-third  have  passed  up. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


105.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

Colonel  Cross,  Quartermaster.,  or 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. : 

Please  advise  me  immediately  the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  ice  and 
navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSOBS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


lOG.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

Thomas  Lough,  or 
D.  S.  Gray, 

Columbus,  Ohio: 

It  is  reported  you  are  lacking  in  facilities  and  ability  to  make  the 
large  trail sjiortati on  desired,  and  as  you  thought  when  I saw  you  you 
would  be  able  to  do.  Please  advise  me  definitely  and  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. I will  give  any  orders  you  may  desire  for  taking  machinery 
at  any  point  for  the  use  of  your  road.  I know  there  are  no  difficulties 
not  insuperable  which  you  will  not  conquer.  Pray  give  every  instruc- 
tion and  use  every  means  to  secure  the  most  perfect  safety  in  passing 
from  Columbus  to  Wheeling;  also  keep  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  advised  of  your  progress. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


107.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  21,  1865. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons,  Colonel,  &c.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

We  are  prepared  to  move  all  the  trains  brought  us  promptly  to 
Wheeling.  Will  exercise  all  imaginable  care  for  safety  and  comfort  of 
the  soldiers.  AVe  have  a large  force  now  at  work  unloading  cars  to 
send  to  Cincinnati. 


T.  LOUGH. 
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108.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865, 

Quartermaster,  or 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

ParTcershurg,  Va.: 

Please  advise  me  immediately  the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  ice  and 
navigation.  I telegraphed  you  yesterday  and  got  no  reply. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 


109.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865, 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

One  train  started  last  night.  We  hope  to  get  off  from  5,000  to  6,000 
to- day  and  4,000  to  5,000  to-morrow.  It  is  reported  there  is  difficulty 
on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  preventing  a rapid  transportation. 
Please  ascertain  the  facts  from  Mr.  Garrett.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
direct  the  military  officers  commanding  along  that  road  to  use  extraor- 
dinary care  in  guarding  bridges,  &c.  ? Time  from  here  to  Wheeling 
will  be  about  twenty  hours.  I shall  remain  here  to  day  and  to-morrow. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 


110.]  Washington,  January  21,  1865 — 8 p,  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Mr.  Garrett  informs  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  cause  delay  on  any 
part  of  his  road. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


111.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865, 

Quartermaster,  or 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 

Wheeling,  Ya,  : 

Please  advise  me  immediately  the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  ice 
ami  navigation.  I telegraphed  you  yesterday  and  got  no  reply. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 


112.]  Wheeling,  Va.,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 

Five  feet  of  water  in  the  channel.  Navigation  is  entirely  suspended 
by  boating  ice. 

GUS.  ARTSMAN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
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113.]  Cincinnati,  January  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Macfeely, 

Cincinnati.,  Ohio  : 

In  the  present  movement  of  troops  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
ample  preparation  be  made  in  the  way  of  commissaries,  especially  in 
preparing  as  often  as  once  in  six  to  eight  hours  an  abundant  supply  of 
hot  coffee  to  be  given  to  each  train  as  it  passes.  The  arrangement 
should  be  made  as  perfect,  not  only  in  the  way  of  supply,  but  in  facili- 
ties for  furnishing  it  as  rapidly  as  is  practicable.  I have  therefore  to 
request  that  you  will  as  promptly  as  possible  make  such  arrangements 
by  telegraph  and  otherwise  as  will  secure  the  end  desired  and  prevent 
all  possibility  of  failure  in  so  important  a matter. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War: 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation.  . 


114.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpt.^  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 
To  whom  shall  I telegraph  to  Wheeling  and  Parkersburg?  I do  not 
get  replies  from  there.  One-third  left  to-day.  Can  I not  take  2,000  or 
3,000  daily  via  Marietta  road? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transjportation. 


115.]  Baltimore,  January  21,  1865 — 5.30  p,  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Telegraph  J.  B.  Ford,  Wheeling,  or  S.  C.  Gale,  Parkersburg.  Take 
1,000  per  day  at  least,  via  Marietta  road,  if  river  will  permit  their  trans- 
fer at  Parkersburg.  We  are  pressing  equipment  to  river  from  this  end, 
and  coffee  and  other  arrangements  fully  understood.  Advise  me  every 
five  hours. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


110.]  Louisville,  January  21,  1865..  j 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons:  ! 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.)  ' 

The  following-named  boats  have  passed  through  canal  since  you  left: 
Charmer,  Financier,  Marmora,  Alex.  Speer,  Mercury,  Havana,  Navi- 
gator, Palestine,  Huntsman,  Kate  Robinson,  W.  F.  Curtis,  Nightin- 
gale. As  soon  as  coaled  will  proceed  immediately. 

FRANK.  ERNST, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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117.]  Cincinnati,  Ja7iuary  21^  1865, 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpt.,  Baltmore  a7id  Ohio  Eailroadj  Baltwiore,  Md.: 

The  weather  is  changing  rapidly;  rain  is  commencing.  It  maybe 
safe  in  the  morning  to  start  boats  for  Parkersburg.  If  so,  I si i all  send 
more  than  one-half  that  way.  Will  keep  you  advised.  Has  there  been 
any  arrangement  for  coffee  on  your  road  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Hail  and  River  Transportation. 

(See  answer,  144.) 


118.]  Cincinnati,  Ja7inary  21,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washingto7i,  1).  C. : 

The  Aveather  is  becoming  much  warmer;  rain  commencing.  If  it  is 
deemed  safe  in  the  morning  I shall  start  more  than  one-half  for  Park- 
ersburg. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


119.]  Washington,  January  21, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cmcinnati,  Ohio : 

Cannot  you  use  the  Marietta  road"?  A great  deal  of  transportation 
was  accumulated  for  you  at  Parkersburg. 

c.  A.  da:n^a. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


120.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  Washinyt07i,  1).  C. : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  just  received.  I can  send  2,000  or  3,000 
to-morroAv  over  the  Marietta  road;  but  yesterday  it  was  reported  that 
even  a ferry-boat  could  not  cross  there.  I have  also  just  received  dis- 
I)atch  from  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  at  Parkers- 
burg as  follows:  “Navigation  suspended  at  this  point.  Prospects  are 
that  it  Avill  continue  for  three  or  four  days.”  I think  the  safest  way  is 
to  send  5,000  or  0,000  to-day  and  to  morrow  to  Wheeling  and  the  bal- 
ance up  tlie  river,  if  to-morrow  it  appears  safe  to  do  so. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colo7iel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportatio7i. 


121.]  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  January  20,  1865 — 5.15 p.  7n. 

W.  P.  Smith, 

Master  of  Transpt.,  Baltiniore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md.: 
Your  message  to  (Colonel  liaisons  received.  Troops  will  go  from 
here  by  rail;  expect  to  start  first  train  of  about  4,000  to  Bellaire 
to-morrow  morning. 

W.  W.  Me  KIM, 

Coloncv  and  Chief  Quarter7naster. 
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122.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  21,  1865. 

Oapt.  11.  Burr,  or 
Army  Quartermaster, 

Columbus,  Ohio: 

The  necessities  of  the  Government  require  several  hundred  cars  to 
move  troops  immediately.  You  will  therefore  make  requisitions  at 
once  on  such  roads  as  can  soonest  furnish  them  for  at  least  200  good, 
safe  cars,  suitable  for  moving  troops,  and  if  any  road  fails  or  refuses  to 
deliver  them  promptly  you  will  immediately  take  possession  of  the 
cars  and  deliver  them  to  Thomas  Lough  or  D.  S.  Gray  and  J.  W. 
Doherty,  with  whom  you  will  at  once  consult  before  further  action. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War : 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOilS, 

Colonel  a7id  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Trafisportation. 


123.  J Cincinnati,  Janua^^y  21,  1865.  ' 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

President  Central  Ohio  Railroad,  Zanesville,  Ohio : 

We  expect  to  send  over  400  cars  to  you  in  the  next  three  days.  Say 
200  to-morrow  morning.  It  seems  to  me  necessary  to  stop  all  other 
trains  after  to-night.  Do  you  not  concur  for  safety?  I would  suggest 
that  all  trains  be  limited  to  ten  to  twelve  miles  per  hour. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESO^IS, 

Colo7iel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


124.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

We  have  suspended  all  but  our  through  passenger  trains  and  will 
have  power  here  sufficient  to  move  the  trains  as  they  arrive  from  Cin- 
cinnati. We  have  reduced  the  rate  of  speed  to  the  maximum  of  ten 
miles  per  hour.  If  power  is  needed  will  also  suspend  passenger  trains. 

H.  J.  JEWETT. 


125.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  General  E.  Allen,  Louisville,  Ky.) 

Colonel:  The  following  is  a copy  of  telegram  sent  you  this  a.  m. 
in  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  viz : 

1 shall  probably  have  cars  enough  for  the  troops  as  they  arrive;  shall  know  posi- 
tively in  a few  hours. 

If  the  rain  now  falling  and  moderate  weather  continue,  as  appearances  indicate, 
the  boats  can  proceed  to  Parkersburg  by  to-morrow  night,  which  will  be  safer  and 
better  for  the  men. 

Will  you  authorize  me  to  order  the  boats  to  proceed,  if  deemed  judicious? 

Very  resfiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  Me  KIM, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 
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126.]  Paducah,  January  20^  1865 — 5 a.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons. 

(Care  General  Allen,  chief  quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky.) 

The  troops  are  all  on  their  way  up  the  Ohio  Eiver.  We  leave  with 
some  300  at  4 a.  m.  this  morning  and  will  overtake  them  to-day. 

AKTHUE  EDWAEDS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 


127.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  21^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati.)  Ohio : 

The  trains  which  left  here  this  a.  m.  for  Bellaire  are  stopped  at 
Zanesville  to  cook  their  rations.  Cannot  this  be  avoided  by  providing 
cooked  rations  at  those  places  by  the  military  authorities?  It  will 
avoid  great  delay. 

T.  LOUGH. 


128.]  Cincinnati,  January  21^  1865. 

Thomas  Louoh, 

Columbus,  Ohio  : 

The  trains  leaving  to-day  and  hereafter  will  all  have  five  days’  cooked 
rations.  The  commissary  has  assured  me  that  arrangements  should  be 
made  for  hot  coffee  at  Columbus  and  Bellaire. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


129.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  Parhershurg,  Va.: 

Please  telegraph  me  as  early  in  the  morning  as  consistent  whether 
there  is  any  change  in  the  prospect  for  navigation,  and  also  to-morrow 
evening. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


130.]  Parkersburg,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

N^avigation  suspended  at  this  point.  Prospects  are  that  it  will  con- 
tinue for  some  three  or  four  days. 

SAMUEL  C.  GALE. 


131.]  Baltimore,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinna  ti,  Ohio : 

I have  your  dispatch  from  Louisville,*  and  your  letter  from  Paducah  .t 
Increase  ot  numbers  with  ffve  sets  of  vehicies  is  a surprise  to  us,  but 

tSee  16tb,  p.  230. 


See  20th,  p.  241, 
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will  make  every  effort.  I fear  provision  of  coffee  not  witliin  onr  possi- 
bility, as  a commissary  officer  should  make  such  arrangement.  I will, 
however,  telegraph. 


W.  P.  SMITH. 


132.]  Evansville,  January  21^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  of  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 

The  following  have  passed  up  since  Thursday  morning,  as  near  as 
can  be  ascertained,  some  having  passed  up  during  the  night  without 
stopping:  Brilliant,  Kate  Eobinson,  Palestine,  Charmer,  Marmora, 
Fannie  Brandies,  Havana,  Cora  S.,  Clara  Poe,  Mercury,  Kavigator, 
Minnehaha,  Bind  Levi,  Swallow,  J.  H.  Baldwin,  Echo  Ko.  2,  A.  Baker, 
Bertha,  Leni  Leoti,  Alex.  Speer,  W.  F.  Curtis,  Huntsman,  Kashville, 
Tarascon,  Nora,  Stephen  Decatur,  Tyrone,  Science,  Nightingale,  Morn- 
ing Star,  Fanny  Gilbert,  Caroline,  Omaha,  Izetta,  Sherman,  Imperial, 
Norman,  Financier,  St.  Patrick,  Victory,  Emerald,  Champion. 

I.  W.  HAET, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


133.]  Columbus,  January  21.,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

How  many  men  do  yon  propose  to  move  each  day  positively'?  I 
understand  you  not  to  exceed  4,000,  as  that  would  be  the  limit  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  facilities.  This  can  be  done  without  large  demand 
from  other  roads  j while  200  cars,  which  would  carry  8,000  men,  will 
require  a great  number  of  extra  engines.  1 would  suggest  that  no 
more  men  be  started  from  Cincinnati  each  day  than  can  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  daily  at  Bellaire.  Please  answer. 

T.  LOUGH. 


134.]  Baltimore,  January  21^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati^  Ohio : 

Am  I to  understand  that  whole  movement  will  be  made  by  Ben- 
wood,  or  are  part  to  come  by  Marietta  road,  and  what  part? 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


135.]  Parkersburg,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 

Your  dispatch  just  received.  Did  not  receive  dispatch  of  20th 
instant.  The  weather  is  moderating,  and  ice  thawing  very  rapidly. 
Boats  left  here  for  Cincinnati  and  Wheeling  this  p.  ni. 

B.  F.  KELLEY,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
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136.]  Baltimore,  January  21^  1865 — 8,30  p.m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Tour  dispatch  of  2 p.  in.  received  8 p.  m.  I note  what  you  say  about 
expected  change  in  river.  Please  keep  us  advised.  Coffee  matters  all 
arranged.  I have  telegraphed  you  three  times  to-day. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


137.]  Cincinnati,  January  21,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Master  Transpt.^  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Baltimore,  Md. : 

From  4,000  to  5,000  left  to-day  by  rail  via  Columbus.  About  the 
same  number  will  probably  leave  to-morrow,  and  the  same  next  day. 
If  ice  will  admit  some  5,000  to  7,000  will  start  for  Parkersburg  on  boat 
to-morrow,  or  next  day.  If  not,  they  will  go  the  same  as  the  balance, 
unless  you  direct  by  rail  to  Marietta.  Your  agent  at  Parkersburg 
telegraphed  me  this  morning  that  navigation  was  entirely  suspended 
at  Parkersburg,  and  likely  to  be  for  three  or  four  days.  Captain  Kelley 
reports  late  this  evening  that  it  is  thawing  rapidly.  Do  not  blame  me 
for  sending  troops  so  fast,  or  that  there  are  so  many.  I could  not 
chaDge  it.  General  Schofield  expects  there  will  be  some  detention,  but 
is  anxious  to  get  them  along  as  fast  as  he  can.  He  does  not  expect 
anything  unreasonable  from  you.  Arrangements  for  coffee  have  been 
made  at  Wheeling  and  Columbus. 

LEWIS  B.  PAPSOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


138.]  Cincinnati,  January  21, 1865. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Boats  detained  somewhat  by  fog  last  night,  but  are  now  arriving 
rapidly.  We  have  arrangements  for  sending  7,000  to  8,000  a day. 
Navigation  at  Parkersburg  reported  as  suspended  and  not  likely  to  be 
open  for  two  or  three  days. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation 


139. 1 Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865. 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad, 

Wheeling,  Va.: 

General  Schofield  and  staff  and  about  200  guard  left  here  at  8 a.  m. 
via  Columbus  for  Wheeling  to  proceed  over  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eail- 
road to-night  by  your  regular  train  or  otherwise.  Be  prepared  and 
telegraph  to  General  Scliotield  stating  your  arrangements  by  my  request, 
and  answer  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


252 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA. 


[Chap.  LIX. 


140.]  Wheeling,  January  22 ^ I860.  ^ 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation^  Cincinnati^  Ohio : 

We  will  have  transportation  ready  for  General  Schofield  on  arrival 
at  Bellaire. 

J.  B.  FOED, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 


141.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  22j  1865. 

Captain  Kelley,  or 
Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Parhersburg^  Ya. : 

I telegraphed  you  Saturday  night  without  reply  asking  in  reference 
to  navigation  and  ice  this  morning.  Please  advise  me  immediately  and 
also  to-morrow  morning  early. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


142.]  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

Your  three  dispatches  of  yesterday  received.  I telegraphed  you 
fully  late  last  night.  A dense  fog  for  the  last  thirty  hours  suspended 
navigation  entirely,  hence  we  have  only  forwarded  to  6 p.  m.  this  day 
about  6,000 ; are  now  loading  and  ex^iect  to  get  off  to-night  2,000  more. 
Shall  probably  send  3,000  to  4,000  more  to-morrow,  all  by  Columbus. 
If  it  is  certainly  safe  to  send  by  river  shall  probably  send  6,000  to 
7,000  to  Parkersburg  by  boat  to-morrow  evening  or  next  day.  Will 
advise  you  in  the  morning.  I am  confident  we  are  acting  most  pru- 
dently in  the  course  we  are  pursuing — have  been  surrounded  by  doubt 
and  uncertainty.  Will  reserve  most  of  the  animals  and  artillery  for  the 
last. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


143.]  Cincinnati,  January  22^  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

I suppose  you  are  advised  that  the  destination  has  been  changed  to 
Alexandria.  Some  of  the  treojis  have  orders  for  Annapolis.  Please 
immediately  give  such  orders  as  will  prevent  going  to  Annapolis  and 
send  them  directly  to  Alexandria.  Columbus  is  instructed  to  promi)tly 
notify  your  agent  at  Wheeling  of  the  force  of  all  trains  passing. 
Answer. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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144. J Baltimore,  January  23 y 1865. 

(Received  9 a.  m.  24th.) 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Your  dispatches  of  8 and  10  p.  in.  Sunday  received,  three  in  number. 
Commissary- General  has  now  ttxed  about  coffee  matter.  I understand 
about  change  of  destination  to  Alexandria.  Weather  is  very  bad  in 
this  longitude  from  sleet,  snow,  and  rain,  but  we  are  on  the  alert  and 
hope  to  do  the  thing  effectively.  Please  keep  Wheeling  and  Parkers- 
burg constantly  advised  from  Cincinnati  and  Columbus. 

'W.  PRESCOTT  SMITH. 


145.]  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865—8  p.  m. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  Owing  to  the  dense  fog 
entirely  suspending  navigation  for  thirty  hours  boats  have  not  arrived 
as  fast  as  was  expected.  Have  sent  up  to  6 p.  m.,  via  Columbus,  about 
6,000.  Are  loading  and  expect  to  send  over  2,000  to-night  and  about 
4,000  to-morrow.  If  the  river  is  certainly  safe  shall  probably  send  bal- 
ance on  boats  to  Parkersburg,  to  arrive  by  the  time  the  others  are 
moved  from  Wheeling.  Have  been  surrounded  by  uncertainties  and 
taken  the  safest  course. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportatioii. 


146.]  Cincinnati,  January  22,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

Thomas  Lough,* 

Columhus,  Ohio  : 

Please  be  sure  and  promptly  notify  the  agent  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  at  Wheeling  of  the  number  of  troops  and  animals  in 
each  train  as  they  pass  Columbus.  Has  coffee  been  provided  for  all 
trains  by  the  commissary*?  Woodward  answered  your  dispatch  to  me 
last  night.  Are  all  trains  going  well  on  the  Central? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


147.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Colonel  and  Transportation  Quartermaster,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

I notify  J.  B.  Ford,  agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  Wheeling, 
immediately  upon  the  departure  from  here  of  the  number  of  cars,  ani- 
mals, cars  of  baggage,  and  cars  of  troops  on  each  train,  in  order  that 
they  may  furnish  the  same  facilities.  Our  trains  are  moving  very 
nicely  at  their  limited  si)eed  of  ten  miles  per  hour.  Coffee  is  prepared 
here  and  delivered  at  each  car  at  the  same  moment.  Captain  Goodrich 
is  here  watching  every  movement,  and  so  far  everything  has  gone  well. 

T.  LOUGH, 
Superintendent. 
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148.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  22^  1865. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltwiore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  Wheeling^  Ta.: 

Did  you  get  my  dispatch  of  this  morning,  stating  General  Schofield 
would  be  in  Wheeling  to-night  with  200  troops  to  go  immediately  east? 
Has  the  commissary  provided  abundance  of  coffee  for  troops  at  Bellaire? 
Do  you  receive  prompt  information  from  Columbus  of  the  force  of  trains 
passing  there?  How  are  you  getting  on? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation.. 


149.]  Wheeling,  January  23 y 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati.,  Ohio  : 

Yesj  to  all  your  inquiries.  We  telegraphed  you  and  General  Scho- 
field. We  have  special  trains  in  waiting  for  general,  staff,  and  guards. 
Dispatched  east,  from  the  river,  the  first  trains  at  5.10  a.  m.  Our 
arrangements  are  perfected  for  prompt  movement.  We  have  suspended 
one  of  our  jiassenger  trains,  and  will  suspend  both  if  necessary. 

J.  B.  FORD. 


150.]  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  22y  1865. 

General  J.  M.  Schofield  ; 

(Care  J.  B.  Ford,  agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheel- 
ing,  Ya.) 

I telegraphed  the  agent  at  Wheeling  early  this  morning  of  your  com- 
ing. Do  you  find  everything  satisfactory?  A dense  fog  has  prevailed 
all  day,  preventing  arrival  of  boats.  W e will,  however,  come  nearly  up 
to  my  dispatch  of  last  night.  How  about  the  river! 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


151.]  Benwood,  W.  Ya.,  January  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Transportationy  Cincinnatiy  Ohio : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  All  arrangements  seem 
very  satisfactory,  and  I think  the  troops  will  go  through  all  right.  I 
start  east  at  12  o’clock,  and  expect  to  go  through  on  passenger  time. 
I think  delay  on  Columbus  road  was  not  due  to  any  fault  of  the  super- 
intendent. but  to  that  of  the  conductors  and  local  agents. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  Ge^ieral. 


152.]  -Baltimore,  January  22y  1865 — 3.30 p.  ni. 

Col.  Lewis;  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnatiy  Ohio : 

We  are  providing  rapidly  to  meet'  exigency  botli  at  Benwood  and 
Wheeling.  Coffee  will  be  ready  at  Benwood,  but  have  had  to  telegraph 
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Commissary-General  at  Washington  to  give  specific  orders  to  Grafton, 
Cumberland,  Martinsburg,  and  Sandy  Hook.  Won’t  you  send  some  by 
Marietta  road  ^ 

W.  P.  SMITH, 
Master  Transportation. 


153. 1 Cincinnati,  January  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

W.  P.  Smith, 

Baltimore.^  Md. : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  received.  I regret  you  have  had  so  much 
trouble  about  coffee.  It  should  not  have  been  so.  I have  advised  you 
fully  to-night  at  8 o’clock  as  to  sending  to  Parkersburg.  I may  con- 
clude in  the  morning  to  send  some  by  the  Marietta  road. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


154.]  Parkersburg,  Ja7iuary  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Navigation  has  been  resumed  this  morning;  boats  leaving  here  for 
Wheeling  and  Pittsburg. 

SAME.  C.  GALE, 

Agent. 


155.]  Evansville,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 

Steamers  Emma  Floyd,  Naugatuck,  and  Argyle  have  passed  up  since 
my  dispatch  of  yesterday. 

I.  W.  HAET, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


150.]  Parkersburg,  Ja^iuary  23,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

When  may  I expect  the  troops  here?  Please  answer  quick. 

. SAM.  C.  GALE. 


157.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865 — 11.30  a.  w. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent.  Parlcershurg,  Va. : 

About  3, ()()()  Avill  start  this  evening  and  reach  you  in  from  two  to  two 
and  a half  days.  Will  advise  you  when  others  start. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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158.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent,  Faricershurg,  Va.  : 

Six  hundred  to  1,000  troops  left  Louisville  for  Parkersburg  nearly  a 
week  ago.  I can  hear  nothing  from  them.  Have  they  arrived?  If  so, 
they  are  to  proceed  immediately  with  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps. 
Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.  What  is  the  condition  of 
the  river?  I have  telegraphed  several  times  without  any  reply. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS. 


159.]  Parkersburg,  January  23,  1865 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

No  troops  have  arrived  here  yet.  River  full  of  floating  ice  and  but 
few  boats  running.  Your  dispatches  have  been  answered  daily. 

SAML.  C.  GALE, 

Agent. 


159 J.]  Evansville,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 

The  Des  Moines  passed  up  at  2 p.  m.  Said  to  be  the  last  of  the  fleet. 

1.  W.  HART, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


160.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

Over  8,000  had  left  by  12  o’clock  last  night  via  Columbus.  Twenty- 
five  hundred  more  are  now  loading  by  the  same  route.  Three  thousand 
will  start  this  evening  for  Parkersburg  on  boats,  and  reach  tliere  in 
from  fifty  to  sixty  hours.  Probably  about  1,500  more  will  start  to  day 
by  Columbus.  Ho  not  think  I shall  send  any  by  the  Marietta  railroad. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


161.]  Louisville,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons: 

(Care  Colonel  McKim,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.) 

Captain  Edwards  here.  The  last  of  the  boats  are  now  passing 
through  the  canal. 

FRANK.  ERNST, 
Captain  ami  Assistant  Quartermasier. 
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162.]  Cincinnati,  January  .25’,  1865, 

Major  Macfeely, 

Chief  Commissary  : 

Dear  Sir  : I regret  to  be  obliged  to  advise  you  that  there  are  about 
1,000  men  again  delayed  for  a lack  of  rations  at  the  Little  Miami  Kail- 
road  depot.  Is  it  not  possible  to  put  an  end  to  the  recurrence  of  these 
detentions'?  Will  you  not  give  such  orders  as  will  prevent  further 
delay?  There  are  some  eight  or  ten  boats  ordered  up  to  Parkersburg 
with  troops,  and  will  leave  as  soon  as  they  get  their  rations  and  fuel. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSOilS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  aiid  River  TransjyortaUon, 


163.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865, 

Captain  of  Steamer: 

Sir:  In  proceeding  to  Parkersburg  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of 
Captain  Lewis,  assistant  quartermaster,  you  will  move  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible consistent  with  the  utmost  safety  in  regard  to  the  troops  on  your 
boat.  Should  a change  of  the  weather  occur  whereby  it  should  become 
dangerous  to  proceed  owing  to  ice,  you  will,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  tlie  military  officers  in  command,  immediately  return  to  this  city. 
It  is  hoped  and  believed,  however,  by  promptness  you  will  be  able  to 
reach  Parkersburg  without  difficulty.  General  Couch  will  proceed  in 
command  of  all  boats  proceeding  up  the  river,  his  headquarters  being 
on  board  the  Major  Anderson. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESO^^S, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

(The  above  order  was  sent  to  the  following  boats,  viz : Marmora, 
Huntsman,  Alex.  Speer,  Baltimore,  Eose  Hite,  Nashville,  Norman,  Nav- 
igator, and  Havana.) 


164.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865. 

Samuel  C.  Gale, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Rarlcershurg : 

Your  dispatch  and  one  from  Captain  Kelley  (184)  just  received,  in 
consequence  of  which  1 have  ordered  boats  not  to  leave  till  further 
news  from  you  to-morrow.  Telegraph  me  as  early  in  the  morning  as 
possible  as  to  ice  and  navigation. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


165.]  Parkersburg,  January  21,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 

Weather  very  cold.  Eiver  rising.  A great  deal  of  ice  ])assing. 
Steamer  Telegraph  arrived  this  p.  m.  with  colored  troops  from  Catletts- 
burg. 
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166.]  Parkersburg,  January  23^  1865, 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Ice  run niBg heavy;  quite  a snow-storm;  no  boats  running  to-day. 

B.  F.  KELLEY,  Jr. 


167.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865 — 12  m. 

D.  W.  Caldwell, 

Stfperintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio : 

Are  all  trains  proceeding  safely  without  accident,  and  to  your  satis- 
faction ? Please  answer  definitely. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Trnnsportation. 


168.]  Zanesville,  January  24, 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Columhus,  Ohio : 

The  movement  thus  far  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Trains  are  being 
run  slowly  and  carefully,  but  witli  entire  freedom  from  accident. 

D.  W\  CALDWELL. 


169.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  AY.  W.  McKim, 

Cincinnati^  Ohio  : 

Dear  Colonel  : Captain  Lewis  has  just  shown  me  your  note  to 
him.  Owing  to  the  arrival  of  a large  number  of  boats  during  the  night, 
and  constant  arrival  this  morning,  together  Avith  the  presence  of  Gen- 
erals Cooper,  Couch,  and  Euger,  all  pressing  to  get  their  troops  for- 
ward as  fast  as  possible.  Captain  Lewis  and  myself  have  been  inces- 
santly occupied  in  arranging  the  troops — a iiortion  to  go  by  water  and 
a portion  by  rail — giving  orders  for  their  fuel,  rations,  &c.,  so  that  it 
has  been  absolutely  impossible  for  the  captain  to  do  anything  else. 

Feeling  assured  tliat  if  everything  was  going  well  you  would  not 
desire  so  many  boats  and  men  should  be  delayed  to  make  a formal 
report,  we  have  simply  confined  ourselves  to  pushing  forward  the 
troops.  Be  assured  there  has  been  no  intentional  lack  of  comifiiance 
with  your  wishes  in  giving  you  a prompt  report,  on  the  part  of  Captain 
Lewis,  and  it  is  only  from  the  circumstances  above  mentioned  that  it 
has  been  done.  As  soon  as  the  iiresent  pressing  requisitions  are  com- 
plied with,  theca])tain  will  send  you  up  a statement  of  everything  that 
has  been  done.  Under  such  circumstances  may  I not  ask  that  you  will 
temporarily  Avaive  his  reporting  to  you  in  person. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.'S. — As  soon  as  report  can  be  made  up  I Avill  bring  it  up  myself. 
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170.]  Cincinnati,  January  22^  1865. 

Capt.  J.  V.  Lewis, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Cincinnati^  Ohio: 

Colonel  McKim  having  expressed  a desire  that  you  should  take  super- 
vision of  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  from  this  place, 
and  also  a desire  that  proper  authority  should  be  given,  you  are  hereby 
instructed  to  take  general  supervision,  and  see  that  the  troops  are  prop- 
erly and  safely  shipped  on  cars  of  the  Hamilton  and  Dayton  or  Little 
Miami  Kailroad,  via  Columbus,  and  the  Central  Ohio  to  Bellaire.  You 
will  use  great  care  in  seeing  that  the  proper  orders  for  transportation 
are  given,  and  that  the  Government  receipts  for  no  more  transporta- 
tion than  is  received.  As  soon  as  the  entire  transportation  is  completed 
you  will  please  make  a report  to  me  at  Washington  of  the  number  of 
troops  and  time  moved,  and  everything  of  interest  pertaining  to  the 
expedition. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General : 

Very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


17L]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865 — 6 p.m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltwiore,  Md. : 

Following  dispatch  received  from  Captain  Kelley  at  2 o’clock:  ‘‘Ice 
running  heavy;  quite  a snow-storm;  no  boats  running  to  day.”  In 
consequence  of  which  I have  ordered  boats  not  to  start  till  farther  news 
from  Parkersburg.  Shall  get  off  4,000  to-day  by  rail,  and  probably  send 
as  many  more  to-morroAV.  Coming  at  this  rate  I presume  you  can  move 
them  without  trouble. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


172.]  Cincinnati,  January  23,  1865 — 6 p.m. 

C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washmgton,  D.  C. : 

Four  thousand  men  gone  by  rail  to-day,  making  over  12,000.  The 
folloAving  disjiatch  received  from  Cajitain  Kelley,  assistant  quarter- 
master at  Parkersburg,  to-day:  “Ice  running  heavy;  quite  a snow- 
storm; no  boats  running  to-day.”  In  consequence  of  which  I have 
ordered  boats  not  to  leave  till  further  orders.  I shall  keep  shipping 
by  rail  to-morroA\\  Trains  all  moving  well  through  Ohio. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


173.]  Cincinnati,  January  23, 1865 — 7 p.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Va.: 

The  ice  is  so  bad  I think  we  shall  keep  shipping  to-morrow  and  next 
day  by  Wheeling.  How  many  trains  have  arrived"^  Telegraph  me 
every  tAvelve  hours  how  matters  progress. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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174.]  Wheeling,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

We  have  dispatched  seven  trains  to  destination,  all  that  had 
arrived  at  Bellaire  to  9 p.  m.  Power  and  cars  in  waiting  to  take  troops, 
&c.,  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  Twenty- six  hundred  men  have  gone 
forward. 

J.  B.  FOKD. 


175.J  Little  Miami  and  Columbus  and  Xenia  E.  K.  Co., 

Superintendent’s  Department, 

Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons  : 

Dear  Sir  : The  Central  Ohio  road  is  probably  short  of  power.  Had 
you  not  best  telegraph  to  Lough,  or  quartermaster  at  Columbus,  author- 
ity to  take  if  necessary  two  engines  of  the  Piqua  railroad  and  two  of 
the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Eailroad.  Trains  are  going 
very  slowly  east  for  safety.  We  cleared  out  the  yesterday’s  lot  at  2 
a.  m.  this  morning.  My  impression  is  that  we  can  take  the  troops  to 
Columbus  as  fast  as  they  can  be  taken  away  from  there. 

E.  W.  WOODWAED. 


176.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Superintendent,  Columhus,  Ohio : 

Please  advise  me  why  it  is  trains  are  moving  so  slowly  over  the  Cen- 
tral Ohio.  Eeport  from  Wheeling  shows  the  arrival  of  a much  less 
number  of  troops  than  I had  expected,  and  that  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  was  waiting.  Are  you  short  of  engines?  If  so,  the  quartermas- 
ter at  Columbus  will  give  you  authority  to  make  requisition  or  take 
possession  of  as  many  as  are  necessary.  We  send  4,000  more  to  day, 
and  the  same  to-morrow,  making  about  20,000  in  all.  Pray  act 
promptly,  and  advise  me  fully.  Cannot  the  Piqua  furnish  you  engines 
if  required? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


176J.]  Office  Depot  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

[January  23,  1865.\ 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 

Burnet  House,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Colonel:  I am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this  date* 
informing  me  that  there  are  about  1,000  men  again  delayed  for  lack  of 
rations  at  the  Little  Miami  Eailroad  depot.  In  reply  I have  to  inform 
you  that  I found  but  one  regiment,  about  400  men,  at  the  Little  Miami 
de])ot;  that  rations  had  been  drawn  for  this  regiment  by  the  division 
commissary  of  subsistence  this  forenoon.  I have  kept  an  agent  at  the 
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depot  since  yesterday  to  ascertain  wliat  rations  are  required,  imme- 
diately on  the  arrival  of  each  detachment,  and  to  have  them  supplied 
without  a moment’s  delay.  I have  plenty  of  cooked  rations,  and  can 
supply  the  troops  as  rapidly  as  1 can  ascertain  what  they  require.  I 
assure  you  that  the  delay  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  failure  or  neglect 
of  the  subsistence  department  of  this  place. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  MAOFEELY, 

Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence^  JJ.  8.  Army. 


ll^.]  Wheeling,  January  25^  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Zanesville^  Ohio  : 

Just  received  the  following  from  our  agent  at  Benwood: 

We  have  been  ready  two  hours  to  start  train  No.  20.  Now  5.40  p.  m.,  but  the  men 
won’t  let  us  do  it  because  White,  the  officer  in  charge,  is  across  the  river  at  Bellaire. 
They  are  nearly  all  drunk,  and  threaten  to  shoot  us.  We  are  providing  the  cars 
with  straw;  very  many  of  them  have  stoves.  No  troops  laying  over  for  want  of 
transportation.  We  will  get  provost-marshal-general  to  remedy  the  difficulty  if 
possible  at  Benwood. 

Troops  are  coming  through  promptly  and  abundance  of  coffee  is  sup- 
plied at  Benwood  and  on  the  line,  and  in  case  there  should  be  a tem- 
porary delay  at  Bellaire  the  officers  should  be  requested  to  have  the 
men  leave  the  cars,  so  they  can  be  returned  to  Cincinnati.  We 
answered  your  message  last  night. 

J.  B.  FOED. 


177.)  Cincinnati,  January  2f  1865. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  TTur,  Washington.^  D.  C. : 

I shall  get  off  16,000  by  midnight.  There  will  be  about  3,000  or  4,000 
wdio  will  go  to-morrow.  I shall  be  at  Columbus  to-morrow.  Wheeling 
next  day. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS. 


177J.]  Cincinnati,  24,1865 — 3 p.m. 

W.  P.  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

It  is  so  cold  I fear  there  will  be  suffering  going  over  the  mountains 
unless  there  is  great  care  in  the  preparation  of  stoves,  &c.  I go  to 
Columbus  to-night,  remain  one  day,  and  then  to  Wheeling.  Every- 
thing works  well  so  far  as  I can  learn. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


178.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865. 

General  Egbert  Allen, 

Louisville,  Ky. : 

At  least  16,000  will  have  left  by  dark  to-night.  Balance  go  to-mor- 
row. I go  to  Columbus  and  Wheering,  to  remain  one  or  two  days.  All 
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go  by  rail,  and  everything  works  admirably.  Please  request  provost- 
marshal  to  send  stragglers  to  report  to  Captain  Lewis  as  soon  as 
possible. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transj^ortation. 


178|.]  Xenia,  January  24^  1865. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Ya. : 

It  is  so  severely  cold  I fear  troops  may  sufi'er  in  going  over  the  moun- 
tains. I hope  you  will  provide  stoves,  straw,  and  coffee,  and  make 
them  as  comfortable  as  possible.  I am  on  my  way  to  Columbus.  Tele- 
graph me  there  to-night  how  many  trains  have  gone  east  and  how 
many  are  waiting  to  go. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transjgortation. 


l79.]  Columbus,  January  24^  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

I find  trains  are  arriving  so  fast  at  Bellaire  that  I have  ordered  the 
trains  of  to-morrow  not  to  leave  Cincinnati  till  evening. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


179J]  Columbus,  January  25,  1865. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  afid  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling,  Va.  : 

Major-General  Couch,  commanding  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
has  issued  the  following  order,  which  please  promptly  furnish  by  copy 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  every  train,  and  send  to  such  other  places 
as  you  think  proper. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


180.] 

Order.]  Headquarters  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  January  25,  1865. 

All  commanding  officers  of  trains  will  have  company  officers  in  the 
trains  with  their  men.  All  commanding  officers  of  trains  will  have 
established  guards  at  stopping  places,  and  see  that  no  depredations 
are  committed  by  the  troojis,  and  that  all  liquor  shops  are  closed. 
Eailroad  officers  are  expected  to  report  to  me  the  regiment  guilty  of 
depredation. 

D.  X.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 
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Columbus,  January  25^  1865. 


180J.] 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.^  Wheeling.,  Va. : 

1 telegraphed  you  last  uiglit;  no  reply.  Please  let  me  hear  as  soon 
as  x)0ssible  how  many  cars  have  started  over  your  road,  and  how  they 
progress.  Also  how  many  are  waiting  at  Bellaire.  Major-General 
Couch,  commanding,  is  here,  and  anxious  to  know  before  he  goes  om 
Do  you  put  large  quantities  of  straw^  or  hay,  in  every  car?  This  is 
very  imimrtant.  You  can’t  put  in  too  much.  How  about  coffee? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


181.]  Columbus,  January  24.,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Please  direct  that  no  troops  leave  Cincinnati  before  to-morrow  even- 
ing. They  are  accumulating  too  rapidly  at  Bellaire.  It  is  better  that 
they  remain  on  the  boats  a few  hours,  than  at  that  place.  Advise  Cap- 
tain Lewis  of  this.  All  goes  well  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  arid  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


181J.J  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  24,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Columbus,  Ohio  : 

We  found  it  necessary  to  unload  a large  amount  of  freight  at  Colum- 
bus and  other  points  to  give  you  the  use  of  the  cars.  I regret  to  say 
the  soldiers  are  disposing  of  a considerable  amount  of  it.  Can’t  you 
l)rotect  us  ? 

H.  J.  JEWETT. 


181f.]  Columbus,  January  25,  1865. 

11.  J.  Jewett, 

Zanesville.,  Ohio : 

A guard  has  been  detailed  to  protect  property  here.  General 
Hooker  has  given  stringent  orders.  I have  requested  him  to  give  like 
orders  at  Bellaire,  and  to  close  all  liquor  shops  on  the  line.  Is  all 
going  well  at  Bellaire? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


182.]  Columbus,  January  25,  1865 — 12 p.  m. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

Zanesville,  Ohio : 

Major-General  Couch,  commanding  the  Twenty-third  Army  Cori)S, 
has  issued  the  following  order*,  which  please  furnish  by  copy  to  the 


Sec  No.  ISO,  ]).  202. 


264 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


coTomanding  officer  of  every  passing  train,  and  also  send  it  to  such 
places  as  you  think  best.  I will  send  a copy  to  Bellaire.  The  general 
will  go  up  this  afternoon. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Couch : 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


182J.]  COLUMRUS,  January  25^  1865. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

Zanesville  t 

Your  dispatch  received.  Mr.  Lough  is  doing  all  that  can  be  done 
here.  Are  tliere  other  points  where  damage  is  being  done? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOES, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


183.]  Cincinnati,  Jamiary  23j  1865 — 6.15  p.  m. 

Thomas  M.  Lowe, 

Maysville,  Ky. : 

The  Major  Anderson  left  here  in  pursuit  of  the  steamer  Eose  Hite. 
Please  hail  her  and  say  that  the  Eose  Hite  is  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOES, 

Colonel  a7id  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transporiatioii. 


183J.J  Cincinnati,  J actuary  24.,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore : 

Your  two  dispatches  of  1 and  8 p.  m.  yesterday  just  received.  I 
sent  you  two  dispatches  yesterday.  Weather  entirely  forbidding  send- 
ing troops  up  by  boat.  Have  sent  to  this  hour  12,000  by  Columbus. 
Have  about  8,000  here.  Shall  only  send,  say,  4,000  to-day  in  order  not 
to  cumber  you  too  much  at  Wheeling.  Balance  to-morrow.  As  we 
have  coffee  and  everything  arranged  and  running  well  by  Columbus, 
it  does  not  seem  best  to  send  any  to  Parkersburg  by  rail.  I hope  this 
will  not  disappoint  you.  Lough  has  been  instructed  and  informs  me  he 
does  constantly  advise  Wheeling  of  the  movement  of  every  train  pass- 
ing Columbus.  I hear  no  complaint  from  Mr.  Ford  of  any  lack  of 
information.  Considering  weather  and  everything,  we  are  getting  along 
wonderfully  well. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


184.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Please  instruct  one  of  your  agents  to  telegraph  Wheeling  of  the 
departure  of  every  train  with  the  number  of  cars  with  men  and  horses. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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184^.]  Cincinnati,  January  24^  1865 — 10.30  a.  in: 

Samuel  G.  Gale^ 

Farl:6fshurg : 

The  ice  and  weather  are  so  bad  I have  ordered  troops  to  disembark 
and  proceed  to  Bellaire  by  rail.  No  troops  will  be  sent  to  Parkersbhrg’ 
except  one  or  two  boats  that  left  some  days  since,  and  where  they  are  I- 
cannot  learn.  They  contain  about  600  troops.  If  they  have  not  arrived 
yon  need  not  keep  cars  waiting  for  them,  provided  they  are  wanting 
cars  at  Wheeling. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


185.]  Cincinnati,  January  24,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

heeling : 

Ice  and  weather  so  bad  have  ordered  troops  to  disembark  and  a41 
proceed  by  rail  via  Colmnbns.  About  12,000  have  left  to  this  hour,, 
4,000  more  to-day,  and  the  balance,  3,000  to  4,000,  to-morrow.  Do  you 
get  full  information  from  Ct)lumbus  of  passing  of  ail  trains  at  that 
point?  I hope  an  abundance  of  coffee  is  provided  on  arrival  of  troops. 
How  are  you  getting  on  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


185 J.]  Zanesville,  January  25,  1865. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus^  Ohio: 

Do  you  think  it  policy  to  allow  trains  to  be  detained  so  long  on  the 
road?  Would  it  not  be  belter  to  detain  them  at  Columbus  until  jt)ii 
can  send  them  directly  through  ? Wliy  not  take  engines  from  other 
1‘oads,  as  I have  requested  you  should  do,  while  you  are  so  short  ? It 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  better  to  entirely  stop  all  returning  trains,  the 
engines  only  coming  back.  I tliiidv  this  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Things  go  very  slowly  now. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


180.]  ( k)LUMBUS,  Ohio,  January  25,  1865.. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Zanesville,  Ohio : 

The  detentions  to  trains  at  Union  to-day  has  not  been  for  want  ol' 
power,  but  on  account  of  the  number  collected  at  that  station  and  meet- 
ing the  trains  eastward  [westward  ? ] bound.  It  would  certainly  be  easier 
for  ns  to  have  liad  the  trains  a little  slower,  but  as  it  was  desired  we 
should  ])ush  them  along,  we  have  made  our  best  efforts  to  secure  safety 
by  running  slow  and  be  diligent.  We  would  have  called  on  other  coni- 
panies  for  power,  but  the  bad  weather  has  broken  up  their  engines  and 
every  road  centering  here  is  very  short,  and,  as  you  determined  last 
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night,  I have  thought  we  could  fill  the  bill  at  Wheeling  without  calling 
upon  our  neighbors,  but  if  you  say  drive  them  along  I will  make  the 
requisition.  Answer  me  after  you  see  Caldwell  and  Jewett  at  Zanes- 
ville. I will  telegraph  you  the  time  of  departure  from  Cinciimati  and 
Columbus  and  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  trams  at  Bellaire. 

THUS.  LOUGH. 


X86J.]  Baltimore,  January  33,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Cincinnati  : 

Yours  of  11.30  received  7.40  p.  m.  First  3,000  left  Benwood  for 
Washington  from  5 to  10  this  m.  witli  officers  by  passenger  train,  and 
all  baggage  and  efiects  very  promptly.  We»  have  cars  there  for  4,000 
men  and  other  cars  in  good  reach  for  6,000  additional. 

W.  PRESCOTT  SMITH, 
Master  of  Transportation, 


187.]  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865 — 12.15'  a.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus : 

I have  received  your  dispatch.  I think  it  obviously  best  to  stop  all 
westbound  trains,  excejit  the  regular  passenger  trains,  until  all  the 
troops  have  jiassed,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  will  so  stop  them  by  my  request. 
You  have  more  cars  than  are  necessary  to  move  all  the  troops,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  right  to  have  trains  detained  all  along  the  line  for  so 
many  hours.  If  you  require  the  engines  they  can  go  back  by  several 
going  together.  Ford  says  there  are  no  troops  waiting  at  Bellaire. 
Tell  Woodward  to  start  all  troops,  animals,  and  artillery  as  soon  as 
possible.  Of  course  I only  desire  them  to  go  as  fast  as  is  consistent 
with  perfect  safety,  but  I do  not  see  how  eight  or  ten  hours’  detention 
by  trains  going  west  adds  to  safety.  Please  advise  me  of  all  trains 
leaving  Cincinnati  and  Columbus.  You  will  also  require  that  all 
trains  bound  east  shall  have  preference  over  all  trains  over  the  Steu- 
benville road. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSOYS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


187J.]  Columbus,  January  26,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zanesville : 

Your  dispatch  12.15  a.  m.  was  received.  I had  deferred  answering  till 
I should  know  what  the  morning  would  bring  forth.  I can  imagine 
your  anxiety  to  know  that  a slow  ride  to  Zanesville  on  a passenger 
train  would  make  you  feel  that  everything  else  was  moving  in  the  same 
way.  But  the  fact  is  the  delay  to  passenger  trains  is  intended,  as  we 
are  giving  the  soldiers’  trains  the  preference.  The  state  of  the  case 
this  morning  is  as  follows: 

No.  17  has  unloaded  at  Bellaire  and  transferred.  Nos.  18,  19,  and 
20  were  within  eighteen  miles  of  Bellaire  at  9 a.  m.  Mr.  Caldwell  can 
tell  you  where  21,  22,  23,  and  24  are.  No.  25  engine  failed  at  LTnion, 
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but  would  be  pushed  into  Newark  by  passenger  train,  by  which  time 
the  repairs  would  be  made,  as  the  stem  of  the  plunger  to  the  pump 
only  had  to  be  strengthened.  Nos.  27  and  28  are  ready  to  leave  here 
and  we  have  four  engines  here  which  are  being  made  ready  and  crew 
rested.  I see  no  difficulty  in  keeping  up  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
facilities,  and,  compared  with  the  movement  of  trains  on  the  other  road 
east  of  Columbus,  the  percentage  is  much  in  our  favor.  When  we  con- 
sider the  number  of  trains  and  all  irregular,  as  to  accidents  we  have 
escaped  beyond  my  anticipations  and  with  present  extraordinary  care. 

THOMAS  LOUGH. 


188.]  Zanesville,  January  36, 1865, 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio: 

Your  dispatch  received.  Ido  not  mean  to  find  faulty  on  the  con- 
trary I am  most  gratified  we  have  got  along  so  well,  and  without 
accident;  but  I can  but  think  it  would  have  been  still  better  if  all  west- 
bound trains  had  been  stopped  yesterday  morning,  and  only  engines 
gone  west,  and  in  this  I think  Mr,  Jewett  concurs.  However,  let  this 
pass,  and  if  we  can  only  get  all  along  safely  and  without  delay,  and 
the  soldiers  have  coffee  and  plenty  of  straw,  we  will  all  agree  that  the 
job  has  been  well  done.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  have  been  waiting 
since  last  evening  at  7 o’clock.  Let  me  hear  when  the  last  train  has 
left  Cincinnati  and  Columbus. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Tra^isportation. 


188  J.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  26,  1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zanesville : 

Have  just  got  in.  Some  men  will  have  to  lie  over  to-night.  I think 
this  will  be  the  place  for  you. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major- Oeneral. 


189.]  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865—12  m. 

Mr.  Cronan, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Bellaire: 

There  will  be  seven  trains  in  very  soon,  and  nearly  at  the  same  time. 
1 hope  tlie  commissary  will  have  a great  abundance  of  coffee,  as  the 
soldiers  have  been  long  out.  Please  push  the  trains  off*  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible with  safety.  Major-General  Couch  will  remain  with  you  for  a day 
or  more. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Trans})ortation. 
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190.]  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865 — 12.30  a.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Afjent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Uailroad,  Bellaire: 

Please  take  the  names  of  all  officers  behaving  improperly,  and  say 
that  Major-General  Couch  is  on  the  train  east  and  will  soon  be  in  Bell- 
aire  and  investigate  the  difficulties. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Tra7isportation. 


191.]  Zanesville,  January  26,  1865—2  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Zanesville : 

Track  clear  and  all  trains  moving.  Two  trains  from  the  west  due 
here  in  two  hours.  I have  ordered  coffee  for  their  men. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 


192.]  Wheeling,  January  26,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zanesville,  Ohio : 

Our  company  have  ordered  that  all  other  business  be  postponed, 
which  has  been  done,  for  the  speedy  movement  of  your  men.  I will  do 
myself  the  honor  to  call  on  you  in  the  a.  m.,  and  have  a comfortable  car 
provided  for  your  passage  east.  Our  trains  arrive  this  p.  m.,  bringing 
us  additional  means  for  your  army  transportation.  With  plenty  of  hay 
in  the  cars  and  good  warm  coffee  on  the  road,  we  trust  your  noble  men 
may  suffer  but  little  from  the  very  inclement  weather.  Have  just 
received  the  following  from  our  master  of  transportation,  which  will 
doubtless  interest  you : 

[J.  B.  FORD.] 


[InclosTire.] 

Baltimore,  January  26,  1865. 

^ J.  B.  Ford: 

Advise  General  Couch  and  Colonel  Parsons  that  up  to  ju’esent  writ- 
ing there  has  arrived  in  Washington,  not  including  General  Schofield 
and  party,  in  all  121  cars,  troops,  baggage,  &c.,  and  another  train 
reported  on  Washington  Branch  expected  to  make  in  shortly.  Other 
trains  working  satisfactorily,  as  well  as  could  have  been  anticipated, 
^considering  severe  weather.  Advise  them  further  that  empty  cars  of 
leaving  trains  have  been  turned  back,  and  doubtless  have  reached  or 
passed  Cumberland,  west  bound. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


193.]  Wheeling,  Ja^iuary  26, 1865. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Zaiiesville : 

Our  troop  trains  have  ail  passed  to  destination  without  the  slightest 
interruption  or  delay,  except  one  train,  which  was  detained  a short 
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time  by  the  breaking  of  tender  axle,  without  damage  to  cars  or  men. 
We  are  working  most  effectually  and  have  plenty  of  cars  and  power 
for  the  remainder  of  your  corps. 

J.  B.  FOKD. 


194.]  Zanesville,  January  26^  1865 — 9 p.  m, 

C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  TTur,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

All  goes  well  in  Ohio  and  also  east,  so  far  as  I can  hear.  Nearly 
everything  will  be  at  Bellaire  in  the  morning.  I go  on  to-night. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


195.]  Bellaire,  January  27,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Mr.  Caldwell, 

Superintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio : 

Nearly  everything  has  gone  east  from  here.  All  you  can  send  will 
be  taken  at  once  on  its  arrival.  Send  me  as  soon  as  possible  the  posi- 
tion of  all  trains  en  route  from  Cincinnati,  with  number  of  cars  and 
troops  and  animals,  and  advise  me  Avhen  they  all  leave  Cincinnati. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


196.]  Zanesville,  January  27,  1865 — 8.20  p.  m. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio  : 

Numbers  27,  28,  and  29  are  moving.  Numbers  30,  31,  32,  and  33  are 
detained  west  of  Newark  by  No.  30  being  off*  track.  I expect  every 
minute  to  hear  they  are  all  right.  There  is  no  one  injured. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL, 


197.]  Ben  WOOD,  January  27,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Mr.  Caldwell, 

Superintendent,  Zanesville,  Ohio : 

Can’t  you  do  something  at  once  to  prevent  the  delay  of  soldier  trains 
on  side  tracks'?  It  is  very  cold  and  I fear  they  must  suffer. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


198.]  Zanesville,  January  27,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

There  was  some  delay  last  night  because  of  one  train  getting  off*  the 
track  and  delaying  them.  No  damage  done  and  everything  will  be 
right  soon.  There  are  nine  trains  now  on  the  road,  and  I understand 
from  Mr.  Lough  he  expects  ffve  more  from  Cincinnati  by  noon,  which 
will  close  the  movement.  Excuse  me  for  again  calling  your  attention 
to  the  Newark  soldiers.  We  have  no  interest  in  the  movement,  but 
business  on  the  Steubenville  and  Indiana  road  has  been  virtually  sus- 
pended during  their  movement  on  ours.  Almost  their  entire  car  equij)- 
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Tiient  has  been  in  the  service,  and  if  at  all  compatible  with  the  public 
interest  I would  be  glad  to  have  you  favor  them  and  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reciprocating  to  them  by  giving  them  the  use  of  our  power. 

H.  J.  JEWETT. 


199.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  27^  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

H.  J.  Jewett, 

Presidentj  Zanesville^  Ohio : 

]No.  26  has  not  arrived.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay?  Is  there 
any  trouble  anywhere  now?  Your  dispatch  as  to  delay  last  night  is 
received.  I would  be  very  glad  to  oblige  the  Steubenville  and  Indiana 
and  to  comply  with  your  wishes,  but  with  the  little  actual  knowledge  I 
possess  at  this  distance,  would  not  think  it  judicious  for  me  to  inter- 
fere and  give  express  preference  over  other  roads  possessing  i^erhaps 
equal  advantages.  In  this  I am  confident  your  judgment  would  concur. 
Please  keep  me  fully  advised  as  to  the  progress  of  all  trains,  whether 
the  news  be  good  or  bad.  It  is  very  important  I know  all  the  facts  and 
when  to  expect  trains.  Please  answer  immediately. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


200.]  Belmont,  January  27^  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford,  and  also 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  at 

Bell  AIRE  and  Benwood: 

I hope  you  are  sending  out  no  trains  without  stoves  during  this  cold 
weather.  See  General  Couch  before  doing  so.  You  can  get  stoves 
from  trains  from  the  west  if  you  have  not  enough. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


201.]  Bellaire,  January  27,  1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 

D.  W.  Caldwell, 

Zanesville,  Ohio: 

I just  arrived.  All  trains  but  one  have  passed  over  the  river.  I 
think  every  car  you  can  send  will  be  very  promptly  taken  over.  Ask 
Lough  if  all  have  left  Cincinnati. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


202.]  Benwood,  January  27, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltwiore,  Md.  : 

Do  you  not  think  it  imprudent  to  allow  cars  to  go  east  without 
stoves  in  them?  Ilow  are  the  cars  arriving?  In  what  condition,  and 
what  is  their  contents?  I remain  here  for  a day  or  two.  Please  keej) 
me  advised  of  progress. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 
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203.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  27,  1865 — 5 jy.  m. 

Captain  Ford, 

Wheeling : 

There  are  153  cars  east  of  Columbus  which  should  be  here  by  morn- 
ing. I fear  you  will  be  lacking  in  cars. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


204.]  Wheeling,  January  27,  1865, 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

Be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  the  number  of  troops  yet  to  arrive  at 
Bellaire,  and  the  number  of  cars  of  artillery  and  horses,  and  when  we 
may  expect  the  latter  at  Bridgeport,  opposite  Wheeling. 

J.  B.  FOKD. 


205.]  Bellaire,  January  27,  1865, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling,  Ya, : 

Train  Eo.  27  will  be  in  about  midnight.  Contains  eleven  cars  of 
horses,  nine  of  artillery  and  baggage,  and  seven  of  troops.  I will  send 
the  entire  train  to  Bridgeport  early  in  the  morning.  1 suppose  it  will 
require  two  trains  on  your  road.  Please  have  all  in  readiness  early  to 
load  promptly.  Some  forage  to  be  required  of  Captain  Artsman. 
Pray  do  not  forget  an  abundance  of  straw  and  hay  for  the  troops. 
Answer.  No.  33  will  also  go  to  Bridgeport  to-morrow  as  it  contains 
eleven  cars  of  horses  and  artillery,  and  onlv  three  of  troops. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


206.]  Wheeling,  January  27, 1865 — 8 p,  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio: 

We  have  ami)le  cars  for  the  artillery  and  horses  that  may  arrive 
to-morrow.  AVill  give  special  attention  to  making  men  comfortable. 

J.  B.  FOED. 


207.]  Bellaire,  January  28, 1865, 

Capt.  J.  11.  Myers, 

Twenty-third  Indiana  Battery  {Battery  I),  First  Ohio), 

Bellaire,  Ohio : 

Your  horses  having  been  so  long  on  boat  and  cars  as  to  require  a 
change,  you  will  be  transshipped  at  Wheeling  instead  of  Bellaire,  where 
you  will  secure  sufficient  necessary  rations  for  your  men  and  horses, 
loading  and  being  ready  to  move  as  soon  thereafter  as  i)ossible.  You 
will  report  to  Capt.  Cus.  Artsman,  assistant  quartermaster;  also  to 
Capt.  3.  B.  Ford,  agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  for  transsliip- 
ment.  Eeport  to  Captain  Artsman  for  Avliat  is  necessary  in  way  of  for- 
age and  supplies. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  Riwjer  Transportatioin, 
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208,]  .Zanesville,  January  J28,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire  : 

Trains  are  all  right  now  and  have  orders  to  move. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 


209.]  Bellaire,  January  28,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling,  Va. : 

The  batteries  won’t  be  able  to  start  before  to-morrow,  and  perhaps 
'iiot  until  Monday  morning,  owing  to  causes  officers  will  explain.  I 
Qiopetbey  will  be  duly  cared  for,  and  go  as  soon  as  consistent.  I shall 
want  all  the  stoves,  army  and  all  others,  to  put  in  cars,  as  I cannot  think 
J-it  right  to  send  off  troops  without  them. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation. 


210.]  Grafton,  January  27,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire  : 

The  trains  are  running  very  well.  There  is  some  comiffaiuing  of  the 
cold,  and  if  the  weather  continues  as  it  is  I fear  there  will  be  more. 
I think  it  will  be  best,  unless  the  Aveather  moderates,  to  order  the  Sib- 
ley stoves  from  Wheeling. 

D.  E.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 

(Note. — Ordered  before  received.) 


211.]  Wheeling,  January  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Couch  : 

(On  passenger  train  bound  east  from  Wheeling.) 

Yesterday  noon  your  two  dispatches  received.  I had  already  ordered 
stoves  and  fuel  for  all  cars.  There  is  a great  delay  on  the  Ohio  Cen- 
tral. Only  two  trains  arrived  since  you  left.  They  are  off  the  track 
again  west  of  Zanesville.  I shan’t  get  away  before  Monday.  Please 
answer. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  gnd  River  Transportation. 


212.]  Cumberland,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Wheeling : 

No  trains  have  passed  here  since  12  noon  yesterday  Avitli  troops. 
Tiiey  wei^  reported  to  be  in  good  condition.  Three  more  are  expected 
before  noon  to-day.  There  are  three  at  Piedmont.  Weather  continues 
very  cold. 


D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-  General. 
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213.]  Wheeling,  January  28,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

I feel  anxious  to  know  the  progress  east.  Have  telegraphed  you 
there,  with  no  reply.  They  are  getting  on  very  slowly  on  the  Ohio 
Central. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOKS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


214.]  Zanesville,  January  27,  1865 — 4.20  p.  m. 

Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

No.  26  just  leaving  Belmont.  No.  27  just  leaving  Spencer’s.  No.  28 
now  at  Spencer’s.  No.  29  due  at  Concord  soon.  These  are  all  the 
trains  east  of  Newark.  There  is  some  delay  west  of  Newark,  the 
cause  of  which  I Avill  give  you  as  soon  as  I get  it.  In  the  matter  of 
the  movement  via  Steubenville  and  Indiana  road,  I of  course  yield  to 
your  better  judgment. 

H.  J.  JEWETT. 


215.]  Bellaire,  January  28,  1865. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio : 

In  Heaven’s  name  can’t  something  be  at  once  done  to  put  an  end  to 
such  extraordinary  delay?  It  is  most  unfortunate,  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  cause  very  great.  What  is  the  matter  ? Let  me  know  the 
facts.  Where  are  all  the  trains?  Everything  else  must  at  once  give 
way  to  move  these  troops.  Please  answer  immediately. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


216.]  Columbus,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio: 

The  delay  to  the  trains  yesterday  caused  by  breaking  of  driver  on 
engine  on  one  train,  which  set  the  tender  and  twelve  cars  off  the  rail; 
another  broken  rail  set  two  cars  off  the  rail  on  a bridge  and  broke  the 
cross-ties  in  bridge  for  about  thirty  feet.  This  caused  a delay  of  twelve 
hours,  but  the  trains  now  moved  from  Columbus  as  fast  as  power  could 
be  returned  here,  and  passenger  trains  suspended  to  do  it.  Last  night 
another  broken  rail  and  one  truck  of  car,  broken-down  car  off*  the  track, 
detained  train  from  Imre,  but  all  right  again  and  train  moving.  No.  36 
left  here  at  4 a.  m.,  and  we  will  have  the  two  rcmaiiiing  trains,  which 
make  all  of  your  command, to-day.  Other  troops  are  now  arriving  for 
New  York,  via  (hmstline  and  Steubenville.  I need  not  assure  you  that 
everything  that  can  be  done  is  done  to  keep  them  going,  but  we  can- 
not avoid  the  breaking  of  rails  and  engines.  Pease  says  there  will  be 
about  4,000  stragglers  to  come  along,  and  if  they  can  get  them  together 
will  send  on  one  train. 

T.  LOUGH, 
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217. J Bellaire,  January  28,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Wheeling: 

I must  again  call  the  attention  of  your  company  to  furnishing  stoves 
in  the  cars  moving  troops.  I am  not  willing  to  allow  the  movement  of 
troops  without  farther  protection  for  this  cold  weather  on  the  moun- 
tains. If  you  cannot  get  others  Captain  Artsman  will  let  you  have 
all  he  has.  Answer  as  soon  as  possible  by  telegraph.  How  many 
stoves  has  Captain  Artsman  ? 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


218.]  Wheeling,  January  28,  1865 — 10  a.  m, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling : 

We  have  only  full  reports  of  seven  more  trains,  being  from  27  to  33, 
both  inclusive.  These  contain  forty-four  cars  of  horses,  artillery,  and 
baggage,  and  eighty-seven  cars  of  soldiers.  There  are  five  or  six 
trains  more  at  least  behind  them.  N'o.  27  has  gone  to  Bridgeport  and 
will  not  be  able  to  move  before  to-morrow  evening.  I have  dispatch 
from  General  Couch  sustaining  what  I have  already  telegraphed  you 
in  regard  to  stoves.  I caupot  consent  that  cars  leave  here  without 
being  provided  therewith. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transjjortation. 


219.]  Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office,  U.  S.  Army, 

Wheeling,  W.  Ya.,  January  28,  1865. 

Capt.  Gus.  Artsman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster : 

You  will  please  immediately  deliver  to  Capt.  J.  B.  Ford,  agent  for 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  as  many  good  Sibley  tent 
stoves  as  he  may  require  for  warming  cars  transporting  troops  east, 
taking  the  receipt  of  said  company  therefor  and  reporting  the  same 
to  me  at  Washington  City  at  an  early  day. 

By  order  Qu arterm  aster- General : 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


220.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  28,  1865 — ip.  m. 

D.  W.  Caldwell, 

Zanesville  : 

Will  you  please  send  me,  to  care  of  Mr.  Morris,  a lull  report  of  the 
transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  showing  number  of 
cars  of  troops,  horses,  &c.,  with  time  of  leaving  Newark  and  arrival  at 
Bellaire.  Also  the  reason  for  the  several  delays  on  which  I can  base 
my  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I shall  not  leave  here  before  Mon- 
day. 

liEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 
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221.]  Bellaire,  January  28^  1865 — Ip.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Superintendent^  Columbus^  Ohio: 

Will  you  please  send  me  to-morrow  to  this  place,  care  of  the  Ohio 
Central,  a full  report  of  the  transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps, 
showing'  the  number  of  cars  of  troops,  horses,  &c.,  with  time  of  leaving 
Columbus  and  arrival  at  Newark;  also  the  reason  for  the  several 
delays,  on  which  I can  make  report  to  the  Secretary  of  W ar. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  River  Transportation, 


222.]  Columbus,  Ohio,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

I will  send  you  a full  report. 

THOS.  LOUGH. 


223.]  Bellaire,  January  28,  1865. 

E.  W.  Woodward, 

Superintendent  Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati : 

Will  you  please  send  me  at  once  to  Washington  a fall  report  of  the 
transportation  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  showing  the  number  of  cars 
of  troops,  &c.,  and  the  time  of  leaving  Cincinnati  and  arrival  at  Colum- 
bus. I remain  here  until  Monday.  Answer  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 


224.]  Cincinnati,  January  28,  1865, 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire  : 

Will  forward  at  once  to  Washington  the  report  you  wish. 

E.  W.  WOODWAED, 

Superintendent. 


225.]  Bellaire,  January  28,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

C.  A.  Dana, 

A.ssistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  1).  C. : 

We  have  had  great  detentions  and  a hard  time  on  the  Ohio  Central 
arising  from  broken  rails,  cars  off  the  track,  and  the  cold  weather,  but 
as  yet  no  injury  to  a single  person,  so  far  as  I can  learn.  There  are 
still  over  200  cars  between  here  and  Columbus,  but  the  track  is  now 
reported  all  clear,  aiid  I liope  all  will  be  in  very  speedily.  I am  put- 
ting stoves  and  large  quantities  of  straw  or  hay  in  every  car  and  fur- 
nishing an  abundance  of  hot  coffee.  We  have  had  a very  severe  time 
for  three  days,  and  if  we  get  through  all  safe  I shall  be  most  thankful, 
I canT  get  away  from  here  before  Monday. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 
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226.]  Baltimore,  January  28^  I860, 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire,  Ohio : 

We  fomul  it  impossible  to  get  the  550  stoves  necessary  for  cars. 
We  have  enough  for  300,  but  to  close  up  the  movement  properly  we  are 
hurrying  out  to  the  west  100  more  cars  that  have  stoves,  being  the  first 
hundred  that  left  river  for  east.  We  have  heard  of  no  sufieriug,  the 
cars  being  full  of  straw  or  hay  and  the  men  regaled  at  intervals  with 
hot  coftee  plentifully.  Movement  going  on  very  successfully,  we  think, 
and  especially  so  considering  weather  and  other  difficulties. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


227.]  Wheeling,  January  29 j 1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Parsons, 

Bellaire : 

We  have  the  first  battery,  guns,  &c.,  loaded.  The  captain  informs 
me  his  horses,  all  of  them,  only  arrived  last  night,  and  will  not  be  fit 
to  start  until  to  morrow,  and  Ave  are  ready  in  cars  and  power  any 
moment.  Will  carry  out  your  views  with  great  pleasure.  Before  you 
leave  make  an  order  on  me  to  push  forward  the  batteries  with  all  dis- 
patch, and  I will  use  it  in  discretion  Avith  the  officers  Avhich  may  aid  us. 
Ho  you  leave  this  a.  m.^  If  I had  known  it  would  have  gone  down 
to  see  you.  Hoav  many  cars  of  troops  yet  to  come? 

J.  B.  POKD. 


228.]  Benwood,  January  29^  1865 — 12.25  p.  m. 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent.,  Wheeling: 

Your  dispatch  received.  It  seems  to  me  the  first  battery  might  and 
ought  to  get  oft*  at  once.  There  will  be  three  more  artillery  trains  up 
to  day,  and  if  they  do  not  proceed  xiromptly  there  AAdllbe  delay  and  con- 
fusion. Ca])tain  Artsman  will  please  examine  into  each  case  and  direct 
that  they  proceed  just  as  soon  and  as  fast  as  he  thinks  they  can  prop- 
erly do  so,  and  you  can  load  them.  I shall  not  go  till  all  are  oft*.  If 
there  is  unavoidable  delay  telegraph  me  and  I Avill  come  up  if  you  and 
Captain  Artsman  desire.  I have  requested  Captain  Goodrich,  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  to  go  uji  and  to  consult  Avith  you.  We  are  getting 
on  well  here. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Tramportation, 


229.]  Bellaire,  January  29,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Thomas  Lough, 

Columbus,  Ohio  : 

Your  two  dispatches  of  yesterday  receiviM.  I am  glad  to  know  that 
our  work  is  so  near  done.  I hope  Pease  Avill  send  the  stragglers  along 
in  a body  (see  216)  as  soon  as  possible,  shoAving  the  number  coming. 
In  your  report  please  inake  similar  full  explanations  in  regard  to  the 
cause  of  detentions,  so  as  to  avoid  misapprehension. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSOXS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation, 
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230.]  Benwood,  January  39,  1865 — 10 AG  a.  m. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeli7ig: 

I have  telegraphed  Prescott  Smith  fully  as  to  loading  cars,  and  am 
sure  you  and  he  both  will  concur  with  me  even  as  a matter  of  policy. 
If  any  package  comes  for  me  after  I leave  please  send  it  to  me  at  Wash- 
ington, care  of  Quartermaster-General,  and  oblige, 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Tra^isportation. 


231.]  Benwood,  January  29,  1865 — 10 A5  a.  m. 

Gapt.  Gus.  Artsman, 

Wheelmg : 

Four  more  trains  of  artillery  go  up  to  Bridgeport  at  once.  Please 
see  them  well  cared  for  and  aid  Captain  Ford  in  loading  them. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


232.]  Benwood,  January  29,  1865 — 10.45  a.  m.' 

J.  B.  Ford, 

Agent,  Wheeling: 

Two  more  trains  of  artillery  are  in  and  go  to  Bridgeport  at  once. 
Two  more  will  be  in  soon  and  also  go  up.  I would  like  one  or  two 
cars  of  infantry  to  go  with  each  artillery  train  as  a guard.  How  soon 
will  the  first  train  be  ready  to  start*?  1 would  like  to  get  all  off  to-mor- 
row if  consistent. 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


233.]  Baltimore,  Jamiary  28,  1865. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons, 

Bemvood  : 

I telegraphed  you  an  answer  to  your  dispatch  last  night.  You  have 
my  message  now.  Secretary  of  War,  Halleck,  Dana,  and  Schofield 
all  gxeatly  iileased  Avitli  the  movement,  and  think  highly  of  your  efforts. 
Mr.  Garrett  saw  them  yesterday  and  they  were  full  of  praise.  Indeed 
they  have  good  cause  to  feel  well  considering  the  condition  before  us 
and  the  difficulties  overcome. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


234.]  Benwood,  January  29,  1865 — 11.20  a.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
know  the  difficulties  of  our  movement  are  appreciated  at  Washington. 
You  and  I know  full  Avidl  Avhat  they  are.  I venture  tlie  assertion  such 
long  movement  of  so  large  a force  in  severe  midwinter  was  never  so 
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rapidly  and  successfully  made  as  this  has  been  so  far,  and  if  we  can 
escape  all  accident  I shall  feel  most  thankful  and  relieved  of  an  almost 
fearful  responsibility.  These  brave  fellows  have  had  a hard  time  over 
the  Ohio  Central  for  two  to  three  days,  and  all  officers  and  men  com- 
plain of  being  too  close  pressed  for  room,  though  Clement  only  put 
thirty  to  thirty- five  in  liis  large  cars.  I feel  it  but  just  and  good  policy 
to  put  twenty-six  to  twenty  eight  in  your  small  and  thirty  in  yonr  large 
cars.  This  much  delights  all  and  makes  them  pleased  with  your  road 
and  everybody.  It  only  takes  a few  more  cars,  and  I feel  sure  you  will 
concur,  at  least  I hope  you  won’t  disapprove  my  action.  Nearly  all  will 
be  in  to-dav,  and  I hope  to  clear  out  to-morrow. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


235.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  30,  1865. 

E.  W.  Woodward,  Esq., 

Siiperintendent  Little  Miami  Railroad,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Dear  Sir  : I congratulate  you  on  the  completion  of  the  transporta- 
tion ot  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  so  far  as  your  road  is  concerned, 
and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  it  has  been  done  with  a 
remarkable  degree  of  success  and  satisfaction  to  the  Government,  con- 
sidering the  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  short  notice  I was  able  to 
give  you.  According  to  my  experience,  which  has  been,  as  you  know, 
pretty  extensive,  everything  considered  there  has  been  no  large  move- 
ment so  successful.  The  completion  of  the  transportation  of  20,000 
troops  with  all  its  artillery  from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Potomac,  a dis- 
tance of  nearly  1,500  miles,  over  rivers  and  mountains  in  the  midst  of 
a severe  winter,  is  no  ordinary  occurrence,  and  I venture  the  assertion 
that  nothing  equal  to  it  has  ever  occurred  either  in  Europe  or  America, 
and  its  success  will  certainly  be  a subject  for  pleasant  future  recollec- 
tion. I am  delighted  to  know  that  from  Eastport  to  Washington,  as 
far  as  heard  from,  there  have  been  no  accidents  causing  injury  to  life 
or  limb  of  any  person.  I exi)ect  to  leave  here  for  Washington  to-mor- 
row, where  I trust  I shall  find  your  full  reports,  in  which  I hope  you 
will  state  all  the  circumstances,  and  the  sudden  change  and  condition 
of  the  weather,  affecting  the  movement. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General : 

I remain,  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — In  case  there  are  any  complaints  or  misapprehension,  would 
it  not  be  well  for  you  to  see  your  city  papers  and  have  corrections  made 
and  the  facts  understood.  The  stories  about  freezing  of  men  are  pure 
fiction.  I have  inquired  fully  and  cannot  learn  a single  case,  though 
it  would  not  have  been  strange  if  some  drunken  man  had  exposed  him- 
self and  had  his  feet  frozen.  Don’t  let  this  movement  get  mixed  up  with 
that  from  Nashville.  After  all  my  intense  anxieties  and  effiorfs  I should 
be  sorry  to  have  unjust  complaints  made  when  I know  the  success  has 
been  wonderful,  all  things  considered;  but  it  would  not  be  the  first 
time  I have  been  blamed  when  the  contrary  was  justly  due.  The  aver- 
age time  of  movement  from  the  upper  Tennessee  will  not  exceed  ten 
days. 
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236.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  30,  1865. 

Thomas  Louoh,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Central  Ohio  Railroad: 

Dear  Sir  : T am  glad  to  learn  the  transportation  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  is  completed,  as  far  as  your  road  is  concerned,  and 
that,  while  accident  and  delays  have  occurred,  there  has  been,  as  far  as 
I can  learn,  no  injury  to  life  or  limb  of  any  person,  which  is  certainly  a 
cause  for  sincere  congratulation.  While  I have  felt  and  may  have 
expressed  momentary  annoyance  at  some  of  the  delays  arising,  as  you 
advise  me,  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  as  broken  rails  and  the  like, 
resulting  from  the  intense  cold  weather,  I beg  to  assure  you  tliat  ! 
fully  appreciate  the  energy,  earnest  labor,  and  efforts  you  have  made  to 
cause  the  movement  to  be  a perfect  success.  I should  be  extreme!}^ 
sorry  to  have  any  one  suppose  I would  make  the  least  unnecessary 
complaint,  t think  that  iierhaps  you  have  erred  a little  in  your  unwill- 
ingness to  incommode  other  roads  by  taking  their  machinery  in  accord- 
ance with  my  request  and  instructions;  but  as  I may  not  be  fully 
advised  of  the  facts  I should  hesitate  in  deciding,  without  further 
knowledge  and  until  I receive  your  report,  that  you  had  not  acted  best 
under  the  circumstances.  The  completion  of  the  transportation  of 
20,000  men,  with  all  their  artillery,  from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Potomac, 
a distance  of  nearly  1,500  miles,  over  rivers  and  mountains,  in  the  midst 
of  a severe  winter,  is  no  ordinary  occurrence,  and  1 venture  the  asser- 
tion that  nothing  equal  to  it  has  ever  occurred  either  in  Europe  or 
America,  and  its  success  will  be  a subject  for  future  pleasant  recollec- 
tion. 

Wishing  you  every  success  in  your  new  position  in  the  way  of  devel- 
oping your  road  to  the  full  extent  of  its  metal,  I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PABSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 

P.  S. — The  average  time  of  movement  will  not  exceed  ten  days. 


237.]  Bell  AIRE,  January  30  ^ 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

C.  A.  Dana,  ‘ 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

Ten  trains  left  yesterday.  I think  we  shall  get  off  everything  to-day. 
We  have  liad  a very  severe  time  over  the  Ohio  Central,  and  in  crossing 
tlie  Ohio;  been  off  the  track  on  the  Ohio  Central  several  times  by 
broken  rails  or  axles,  and  had  some  very  narrow  escapes  from  great 
disaster.  But  so  far,  thank  Heaven,  there  has  been  no  injury  or  loss  to 
life,  limb,  or  property,  and  the  troops  are  very  (dieerful  and  comfort- 
able. Weather  has  been  very  severe,  but  is  moderating  a little  to  day. 
Since  my  arrival  here  I have  had  stoves  and  straw  put  in  every  car. 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


238.]  Bellaike,  January  30,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

W.  Prescott  Smith, 

JRiltimore,  Md. : 

Thank  Ood,  nearly  everything  is  here  safe.  Ten  trains  left  yester- 
day; hope  to  get  off  the  balance  to-day.  Your  employes  have  worked 
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splendidly;  we  have  been  olf  the  track  on  the  Ohio  Central  several 
times  by  broken  rails  or  axles,  arising  from  severe  cold  weather,  occa- 
sioning much  delay,  and  had  some  narrow  escapes  from  great  disaster, 
but  so  far  there  has  been  no  injury  or  loss  of  life,  limb,  or  property. 
Stories  about  men  being  frozen  to  death  are  pure  fiction.  I have 
inquired  carefully  and  cannot  find  a single  case  of  even  a frozen  limb. 
Troops  are  cheerful  and  happy  in  being  sent  East  in  cars  not  over- 
crowded and  having  stoves. 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


239.]  Bellaire,  January  30j  1865. 

J.  W.  Garrett,  Esq., 

President., 

W.  Prescott  Smith,  Esq., 

Master  of  Transportation.,  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad : 

Gentlemen  : I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  transfer  of  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps  across  the  Ohio  from  Bellaire  to  your  cars 
at  Beiiwood  is  completed.  In  closing  it]  I should  feel  that  I were  lack- 
ing injustice  not  to  especially  acknowledge  the  services  rendered  by 
the  employes  of  your  road. 

As  you  are  aware,  before  our  arrival  here  the  weather  suddenly 
changed  and  became  and  has  continued  intensely  cold,  by  which,  all 
railroad  men  know,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  such  a movement 
become  trebled  and  quadrui^led.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that,  owing 
in  a great  extent  to  the  untiring  energy  and  perseverance  of  your 
emiiloyes,  the  work  has  been  completed  rapidly,  and  without  injury  or 
loss  to  person  or  property.  The  accomplishment  of  the  work  so  suc- 
cessfully is  mainly  owing  to  the  service  of  Mr.  John  Cronan,  your  agent 
here,  and  Mr,  James  K.  Shroder,  assistant  supervisor  of  trains,  who  for 
eight  days  have  been  ever  at  their  posts,  and  at  times  without  slee^)  or 
rest  for  two  and  three  days  ; also  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  McMurpliy, 
superintendent  of  transfer,  who  exerted  himself  with  like  energy  until 
he  became  ill ; as  also  to  the  aid  given  by  Mr.  Harvey,  temporarily 
assisting  Mr.  Oronan,  and  to  Captain  Snyder,  in  charge  of  the  transfer- 
boat  W.  H.  Harrison,  to  the  watchful  care  of  whom,  by  night  and  day, 
is  owing  the  fact  that  we  have  been  able  to  cross  at  all  through  the  ice. 
The  value  of  these  men,  I doubt  not,  is  well  known  to  you,  yet  I cannot 
but  think  for  their  services  in  this  case  they  are  worthy  of  special 
commendation,  and  that  with  such  employes  your  road  will  continue 
to  maintain  its  unsurpassed  reputation  for  safety  and  good  manage- 
ment. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bail  and  Biver  Transportation. 


240.]  Bellaire,  January  .30,  1865. 

Colonel  McKim, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  and 
Capt.  J.  V.  Lewis, 

Assistant  Quarterma.^ter,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Gentlemen:  I am  glad  to  inform  you  tliat  all  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps  have  arrived  here,  been  transfei  red,  and  that  a large  pro- 
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portion  of  them  have  already  arrived  at  their  destination.  I have  not 
seen  a Cincinnati  paper  for  some  days,  but  a gentleman  casually 
informed  me  that  there  had  been  some  complaint  in  reference  to  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  commissary  department,  though  we  thought  the  com- 
plaint only  applied  to  the  small  force  under  General  Meagher  i)roceed- 
ing  east  by  Pittsburg.  Tiiat  there  may  be  no  misapprehension,  would 
it  not  be  well  for  one  of  you  to  see  the  editors  of  your  papers  in  regard 
to  the  movement  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  letting  it  be  known 
that  the  small  force  moving  from  Nashville  have  no  connection  with  it, 
and  was  moving  without  your  own  or  my  authority  or  instructions.  As 
you  are  aware,  the  movement  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps  was  very 
hastily  decided  upon,  and  that  until  my  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tennessee  I had  no  express  instructions  in  regard  to  the  same,  further 
than  to  report  and  await  orders;  and  that  after  receiving  such  orders 
the  whole  force  within  three  days  was  embarked  at  Clifton,  and  the 
most  of  it  proceeding  up  the  Ohio.  The  transportation  until  we  arrived 
at  Cincinnati  was  every  way  satisfactory,  the  weather  being  compara- 
tively mild  and  pleasant.  At  Cincinnati  I heard  of  no  complaint,  unless 
it  was  owing  to  a few  hours  delay  in  proceeding  for  lack  of  rations,  and 
of  which  in  moving  so  large  a force  it  would  be  hardly  just  to  complain 
of  the  commissary.  The  cars  were  all  amply  provided  with  straw,  and 
many  of  them  with  stoves,  though  the  latter  were  not  deemed  necessary 
lor  the  short  trip  to  Bellaire,  in  weather  no  colder  than  it  was  when 
most  of  them  left  Cincinnati.  Unfortunately,  trains  being  thrown  off 
the  track  several  times  on  the  Ohio  Central,  there  have  been  very  con- 
siderable detentions  in  getting  them  through  to  this  point.  At  Colum- 
bus and  this  place  a most  ample  supply  of  coffee  was  furnished  to  all 
the  regiments  immediately  on  arrival,  as  also  at  four  different  points  on 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  and  I never  saw  a body  of  men  more 
satisfied  or  merry  than  were  these  troops  on  reaching  this  point. 
On  arriving  here  I immediately  took  steps  to  secure  an  ample  supply 
of  stoves  and  straw  to  make  the  troops  comfortable  in  passing  over  the 
mountains.  Most  of  the  corps  have  already  arrived  at  Washington, 
and  I am  in  receipt  of  dispatch  informing  me  that  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Generals  Halleck,  Schofield,  and  Couch  express  themselves  in  the  high- 
est degree  satisfied  and  ideased  with  the  rapidity  and  great  success  of 
the  movement  in  all  respects. 

There  have  been  some  reports  of  injury  to  persons  by  freezing  and 
otherwise,  but  after  the  most  careful  inquiry  in  every  direction  I have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  a single  man  has  suffered  in  life  or  limb  in 
any  respect,  and  I believe  such  statements  are  i)ure  fiction.  When  it  is 
considered  that  this  movement  w^as  so  suddenly  decided  and  so  promptly 
acted  upon,  and  that  20,000  men  will  have  been  transported  nearly 
1,500  miles  by  river  and  rail,  amid  the  constant  changes  and  severities 
of  midwinter,  I know  there  is  no  one  of  the  gentlemen  controlling  your 
pa])ers  who  will  not  regard  it  in  its  true  light,  as  one  of  the  remarkable 
events  of  this  most  remarkable  war;  the  like  of  which,  everything  con- 
sidered, has  not  been  before  accomplished.  The  movement  of  the 
Twenty-second  [Eleventh  and  Twelfth]  Army  Corps  of  22,000  men  from 
the  East  to  the  West  was  effected  in  delightful  autumn  weather,  and 
with  ample  time  for  previous  preparation,  and  the  route  distinctly  fixed 
upon.  One  thing  is  certain,  so  far  as  1 am  concerned,  that  no  consider- 
ation will  again  induce  me  voluntarily  to  assume  the  general  supervis- 
ion and  fearful  responsibility  of  such  a movement  in  such  a period  of 
the  year,  and  I am  sure  that  no  man  would  care  to  endure  the  ])ainful 
anxieties  and  dilliculties  through  which  I have  i)assed  for  the  last 
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fifteen  days.  The  average  time  of  movement  with  all  the  change  and 
difficulties  encountered  wdll  not  exceed  ten  days  from  the  time  troops 
leave  the  upper  Tennessee  to  their  arrival  at  their  destination.  To 
yourselves  I beg  leave  again  to  express  my  obligations  for  the  great 
promptness,  energy^  and  efficiency  of  your  services  in  so  rapidly  pro- 
viding the  necessary  cars  and  in  making  the  transfer  at  Cincinnati. 
Please  let  me  hear  from  you  at  Washington,  and  advise  me  if  anything 
is  said  anyway  relative  to  the  movement  or  injury  to  troops. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PAESOI^S, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


241.]  Bell  AIRE,  Jannary  30.,  1865. 

Hon.  H.  J.  Jewett,  Rresidenf  and 
D.  W.  Caldwell,  Superintendent: 

Gentlemen  : I know  you  a\  ill  rejoice  with  me  in  the  completion  of 
the  transportation  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Cori)s  so  far  as  your  road 
is  concerned.  Owing  to  the  sudden  change  and  severity  of  this  mid- 
winter weather  it  has  only  been  accomplished  with  untiring  and  perse- 
vering efforts,  and  while  some  accidents  and  detentions  have  occurred, 
I am  highly  pleased  to  know  that  there  has  been  no  injury  to  life  or 
limb  of  any  person;  and  while  I may  have  expressed  some  annoyance 
at  these  detentions,  1 beg  to  assure  you  that  I fully  appreciate  the 
energy  and  efforts  displayed  by  yourselves  in  making  the  movement  a 
complete  success.  Indeed,  I think  no  similar  movement  of  the  war, 
considering  the  distance  moved,  the  short  notice  given,  and  the  severity 
of  the  season,  has  been  so  successful,  notwithstanding  all  the  delays 
and  accidents  to  which  I have  alluded.  Under  such  circumstances  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  make  complaint,  at  least  until  I received  your 
report,  and  had  more  full  and  definite  information.  The  transportation 
of  20,000  men  with  all  their  artillery  from  the  upper  Tennessee  to  the 
Potomac,  a distance  of  nearly  1,500  miles,  over  rivers  and  mountains 
in  the  midst  of  a severe  winter  is  no  ordinary  occurrence,  and  I venture 
the  assertion  that  nothing  equal  to  it  has  ever  occurred,  either  in 
Europe  or  America.  Its  success  will  be  a subject  for  future  pleasant 
recollection. 

I remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


242.]  Benwood,  Ya.,  Jannary  30,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Bruner, 

Commanding  130th  Indiana  : 

Colonel:  Major-General  Couch  directed  that  an  infixntry  escort 
should  accompany  and  protect  the  artillery  of  the  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps.  I have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will,  with  the  420  under 
your  orders,  take  charge  of  the  three  battery  trains  now  ready  to  leave 
for  Washington  City,  and  safely  escort  them  in  such  manner  as  you 
shall  deem  best. 

Very  resi)ectfully, 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation, 
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243.]  Ben  WOOD,  January  30,  1865. 

Capt.  Gus.  Artsman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Wheeling,  Ya.  : 

Please  see  the  editor  of  the  Wheeling  Begister  and  inform  him  some 
one  has  given  him  false  information  and  led  him  to  state  in  paper  this 
morning  that  nine  soldiers  were  frozen  to  death  in  the  cars  on  the  Ohio 
Central.  It  is  entirely  untrue.  I have  made  and  caused  to  be  made 
the  most  careful  inquiry  for  days  past,  and  assure  him  not  a man  has 
been  frozen,  nor  even  a limb.  Indeed,  with  tlie  close  cars  so  full  of 
straw  and  stoves  such  a thing  was  impossible  unless  a man  was  intoxi- 
cated and  exposed  outside.  I am  sure  the  editor  will  correct  the  error, 
as  it  is  calculated  to  prejudice  our  cause.  Please  consult  with  Captain 
Ford,  and  answer.  Some  twelve  or  fifteen  cars  more  of  horses  arrived ; 
two  of  artillery  will  be  up  to-day.  Please  prepare  to  ship  them  as  soon 
as  possible. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


244.]  Bellaire,  January  29,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ford, 

Wheeling,  Va. : 

The  soldiers  and  officers  all  say  they  have  been  too  much  crowded  in 
coming  from  Cincinnati,  and  Mr.  Clement  only  put  thirty-five  in  their 
large  cars.  Bear  in  mind  the  services  of  these  brave  men,  the  sever- 
ity of  this  weather,  the  fact  that  most  of  your  cars  are  smaller  than 
those  in  Ohio,  and  thus  one  or  two  more  cars  to  a train  make  all  sat- 
isfied and  pleased  with  your  road;  and  I am  sure  you  will  yield  to  my 
wishes,  and  I will  agree  to  stand  between  you  and  all  blame,  as  I can- 
not, while  seeing  the  facts,  think  it  right  or  policy  to  put  over  twenty- 
six  or  twenty-eight  in  your  small  cars  and  thirty  in  the  large  ones. 
Again,  the  transportation  is  almost  comi^lete,  and  only  a few  extra 
cars  will  be  required. 

LEWIS  B.  PARSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


245.]  Wheeling,  January  29,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Benwood  : 

We  have  just  succeeded  in  getting  the  forage,  and  everything  will 
leave  immediately. 

J.  B.  FORD. 


246.]  . Wheeling,  January  30,  1865 — 12.25  p.  m. 

Colonel  Parsons, 

Benwood  : 

Please  stop  the  cars  which  are  loaded  with  guns  of  Fifteenth  Indi- 
ana Battery,  Nos.  278,  238,  2256,  2283,  2342,  and  2871;  the  horses  will 
be  loaded  as  soon  as  tlie  Tliird  Division  battery  get  out  of  the  way. 

ALONZO  I).  HARVEY, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Heeond  Division. 


284 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


247.]  Zanesville,  Ohio,  January  30,  1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Paesons,  Bellaire: 

The  last  train  is  about  leaving  Barnes ville.  We  will  send  it  for- 
ward as  fast  as  possible.  I am  glad  the  thing  is  about  over.  Good- 
bye. 

D.  W.  CALDWELL. 


248.] 

Orders.]  Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office,  U.  S.  A., 

Wheeling,  W.  Pn.,  January  30,  1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 

To  officers  in  charge  of  troops  or  animals  belonging  to  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  now  at  Bridgeport  or  Wheeling. 

All  animals  must  be  unloaded  to-night  and  placed  in  the  corral,  where 
they  must  be  fed,  watered,  and  ready  to  load  on  the  cars  by  7 o’clock 
in  the  morning.  All  troops  will  be  provided  with  four  days’  rations 
before  leaving  Columbus  or  Benwood.  All  troops  and  horses  will  be 
in  the  cars  and  leave  here  for  Benwood  by  9 o’clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. At  Benwood  the  trains  will  be  made  up  and  accompanied  by 
infantry  escort,  now  in  readiness  on  cars  at  that  place. 

By  order  Major-General  Couch: 

LEWIS  B.  PAKSONS, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Rail  and  River  Transportation. 


249.]  Baltimore,  Md.,  January  30,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Col.  Lewis  B.  Parsons,  Bellaire,  Ohio : 

Yours  of  11.30  a.  m.,  from  Bellaire,  received  9 p.  m.  Glad  to  hear 
favorably  from  you.  Two  thirds  of  the  entire  movement  now  in  Wash- 
ington, and  remainder  moving  successfully  over  line.  Many  of  our 
train  men  and  others  have  been  frost-bitten,  and  several  killed  by  acci- 
dent and  exhaustion,  but  no  soldier  frozen,  and  only  one  killed  by 
breakage  of  a United  States  car,  thirty  miles  from  Baltimore,  that 
threw  three  cars  off  the  track.  We  have  had  great  trouble  in  many 
ways  with  the  Government  cars.  They  are  not  adapted  to  onr  curves 
and  grades.  Weather  is  rapidly  moderating  here,  and  we  all  feel 
relieved  as  onr  heavy  and  responsible  contract  draws  nigh  its  trium- 
phant fnlffllment.  1 want  to  shake  hands  with  you  over  it  when  you 
return. 

W.  P.  SMITH. 


250.]  Wheeling,  January  31,  1865. 

Col.  L.  B.  Par.^ons,  Grafton: 

We  dispatched  the  last  of  the  troops  and  horses  from  Benwood  at 
1.35  p.  m.,  all  in  good  order. 

J.  Pv.  SHKODER. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  3,  1865 — 2 p.  ni. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  : 

I think  it  advisable  to  request  the  Navy  to  keep  two  or  three  vessels 
patrolling  between  Cape  Henry  and  Cape  Fear  during  tlie  transit  of 
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Schofield’s  troops.  It  is  barely  possible  for  one  of  the  enemy’s  priva- 
teers to  get  on  that  route  and  do  us  great  injury.  If  you  agree  with  me 
will  you  please  request  this  ? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  3,  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  Richmond  Whig  to-day  has  the  following  dispatch ; 

Charleston,  February  1. 

There  has  been  no  movemeut  of  importance  to-day.  Prisoners  taken  vary  in  their 
statements  of  Sherman’s  destination.  The  enemy,  it  is  reported,  are  burning  all  the 
good  houses  along  the  route  of  their  march. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Wilmington  represent  all  quiet  there.  It  is  generally 
believed  that  Mobile  is  soon  to  be  attacked. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fehriiary  3,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

General  Howard: 

Your  note  and  orders  of  last  night  were  not  received  till  a few 
moments  ago.  General  Logan  got  here  last  night,  and  to-day  drove 
the  enemy  from  a position  the  other  side  of  Duck  Creek.  General  Wil- 
liams brought  up  five  brigades  of  Slocum’s  troops,  but  no  late  news  of 
Slocum.  Thinks  he  will  have  a hard  time  to  get  across  Savannah  River 
at  all.  I ordered  Woods’  division  this  morning  to  Angley’s  Post-Office, 
and  John  E.  Smith  is  between.  To-morrow  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will 
move  on  Buford’s  Bridge,  which  is  also  strongly  defended,  and  I will 
order  Williams  toward  Barnwell  to  the  point  marked  Hayes.  I will 
myself  stop  at  Angley’s  Post-Office  till  I hear  what  progress  is  made 
to  effect  a lodgment  across  the  Salkehatchie.  General  Woods  is  now  at 
Aiigley’s,  and  will  lead  to  Buford’s  to-morrow.  If  Slocum  were  up  I 
would  move  him  to  Barnwell  at  once,  but  can  use  Williams  to  produce 
the  same  efiect. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Coynmanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers’  Bridge,  February  3,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Your  dispatch  just  received.  I was  just  on  the  point  ot 
starting  one  of  my  officers  to  you.  Your  disposition  of  the  Fifteenth 
Cor])s  is  just  as  I desired  it.  Prisoners  report  that  Stephen  D.  Lee’s 
corps  was  with  the  forces  over  against  us  to-day,  but  it  lacks  confirma- 
tion. 

Respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge^  S.  C'.,  February  3,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman,  Comdg.  Mil.  I)iv.  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Major-General  Mower,  under  General  Blair’s  direction, 
after  most  extraordinary  exertion,  opening  two  x>arallel  roads,  laying 
foot  bridges  a mile  and  a half  in  extent,  crossing  sixteen  streams,  suc- 
ceeded in  turning  the  position  of  the  enemy  with  two  brigades,  while 
he  made  a strong  demonstration  on  their  direct  front.  He  carried  the 
position,  taking  a few  prisoners.  Meanwhile  General  Giles  A.  Smith 
crossed  the  swamp  and  the  Salkehatchie  two  miles  south  of  this  xioint, 
creating  a diversion  and  x:)reventing  the  forces  at  Broxton’s  Bridge 
from  coming  uii. 

1 visited  the  field  this  evening  immediately  after  Mower  had  carried 
the  works.  It  is  the  strongest  position  I ever  saw  in  my  life,  and  I 
think  was  defended  by  about  2,000  men.  Some  eight  regimental  flags, 
accompanying  troox)s  in  motion  below  Giles  Smith,  moving  doAvn  the 
river,  where  seen  by  our  men  just  before  dark.  I took  them  to  be  re-en- 
forcements cut  off  by  General  Smith’s  movement.  Buford’s  Bridge  is 
rei)orted  destroyed,  and  was  abandoned  about  the  time  Bivers’  Bridge 
was  carried,  so  that  the  movement  of  to-day  has  given  us  the  line  of 
tlie  Salkehatchie,  and  as  the  x)eox)le  of  Barnwell  District  have  taken  all 
their  x^rovisions  over  this  river  we  xirobably  shall  not  suffer.  General 
Blair  has  found  sufficient  forage  thus  far.  I have  concluded  to  send 
back  my  em])ty  wagons  under  a small  escort,  and  have  them  return  to 
us  following  General  Logan’s  column.  It  is  a great  xnty  the  Left  Wing 
is  not  so  x)osted  as  to  enable  us  to  x)nsh  at  once  for  the  railroad.  It  is 
twenty-two  miles  Irom  here  to  Midway.  I will  sx:)end  the  time  till  you 
say  go  ahead  in  i)reparing  the  bridges  at  this  xioint  and  at  Buford’s 
Crossing.  General  Mower’s  loss,  the  doctor  says,  is  10  or  12  killed  and 
at  least  70  wounded.  I shall  send  back  all  the  wounded  I can  with 
the  returned  trains. 

Eesx3ectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  February  3j  1865. 
General  Logan,  Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps: 

General  : Move  your  command  to-morrow,  two  divisions  to  Buford’s 
Bridge  and  one  to  Angley’s  Post-Office.  Better  xiwrsue  the  same 
order  as  now  and  let  all  march,  say,  at  6 a.  m.  That  will  bring  the 
divisions  of  Woods  and  John  E.  Smith  at  Buford’s,  and  Hazen’s  at 
Angley’s.  I will  move  Williams  by  our  left  rear  around  to  Arnold 
Church  and  Haves’. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  Genera /,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
LopeCs  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  3,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  general  commanding,  that  the  three  divisions  of  this  corps  are 
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encaiiiped  as  follows : The  SecoucI  Division,  with  headquarters  of  the 
corps,  at  Loper’s  Oross-ltoads  5 the  Third  Division  at  Owens’ Cross- 
Konds;  the  First  Division  at  or  near  Angley’s  Post-Office,  covering  the 
bridge  over  Jackson’s  Branch,  which  General  Woods  is  instructed  to 
rebuild.  The  divisions,  it  will  be  seen,  are  all  encanq)ed  in  position 
along  the  road  running  from  Duck  Branch  Post-Office  to  Angley’s 
Post-Office,  between  Ooosawhatchie  Swamp  and  Jackson’s  Branch. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOim  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding . 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers’  Bridge^  S.  C'.,  Fehrnary  J,  18G5. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Blair’s  empty  wagons  will  leave  here  at  da^dight  to-morrow 
morning  for  Pocotaligo  Landing,  to  load  with  subsistence  stores.  He 
has  directed  General  Woods  to  send  all  his  empty  wagons  for  the  same 
purpose  at  Whippy  Swamp  or  Crockettville.  He  Avishes  you  to  send 
all  the  empty  wagons  of  the  other  divisions  of  your  command  for  tlie 
same  purpose.  One  regiment  from  General  Ilazen’s  division,  with  the 
one  from  General  AVoods’ division,  Avill  be  sufficient  guard.  General 
IMower  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  Elvers’  Bridge  this  even- 
ing, and  now  occupies  their  position.  It  is  reported  that  Buford’s 
Bridge  was  burned  this  evening,  and  the  enemy  evacuated  the  position. 
The  general  wishes  you  to  send  two  brigades  of  General  Woods’  divis- 
ion to  that  ])oint  to-morrow  morning  to  occupy  that  point  and  rebuild 
the  bridge,  leaving  one  brigade  at  Angley’s  Post-Office  until  you  come 
up,  Avhen  it  will  follow.  Angley’s  Post-Office  is  the  same  as  Barker’s 
Mill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Geyieral. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Corps, 

Bi  the  Field,  S.  G.,  February  3,  1865. 

Major  WooDiiULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  trans- 
portation belonging  to  tliis  corps  and  its  distribution,  in  compliance 
Avitli  your  request  of  the  2d  instant:  Corps  headquarters,  10  wagons, 
2 ambulances;  detachment  supply  train,  31  wagons  ; First  Division, 
109  wagons,  38  ambulances;  Second  Divivsion,  146  wagons,  32  ambu- 
lances; Third  Division,  153  wagons,  30  ambulances;  Fourth  Division, 
100  wagons,  40  ambulances;  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry, 
2 wagojis,  1 ambulance;  signal  corps,  2 wagons;  Artillery  Brigade,  58 
wagons,  1 ambulance.  Total,  704  Avagons,  144  ambulances.  Captain 
Lynch,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  been  ordered  to  transfer  the  Avagons 
of  the  ordnance  train  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  to  the  several  divisions, 
and  tlie  ambulance  to  the  ambulance  cor])s. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FOKT, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers’’  Bridge^  8.  C.,  February  3,  1865, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Geij.  0.  11.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  all 
your  empty  wagons  back  to  Pocotaligo  Landing,  to  load  with  subsist- 
ence stores.  General  Blair’s  train  will  leave  here  to-morrow  a.  m.  at 
daylight,  by  the  way  of  Crockettville  and  Hickory  Hill  Post-Office.  If 
your  train  arrives  first  it  will  wait  for  General  Blair.  If  his  arrives 
first  it  will  wait  for  yours,  and  the  two  proceed  together.  You  will 
send  one  regiment  as  a guard  for  the  train. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  YAIS^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Gefieral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers’’  Bridge^  8.  0.,  February  5,  1865, 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division j Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  to  Buford’s 
Bridge  to-morrow  with  two  brigades,  leaving  the  other  at  Angley’s 
Post-Office  to  follow  as  other  troops  arrive.  Secure  that  bridge  and 
l)ut  it  and  the  causeway  in  good  repair.  General  Mower  carried  the 
works  ill  our  front  this  evening,  so  that,  should  you  meet  with  any 
resistance  at  Buford’s  Bridge,  simply  make  a demonstration,  and  we 
will  turn  the  position  from  here, 
y ery  respectfully, 

A.  M.  VAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Duch  CreeJCj  February  5,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  troops  of  my  command  have 
taken  possession  of  opposite  bank  of  Duck  Creek  without  opposition. 
I have  established  my  camp  near  the  swam})  on  Allendale  road. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  in  the  Field,  8.  (7.,  February  3,  1865. 

(Japt.  S.  M.  Budlong, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Third  Division: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  scouting  iiarty  sent 
out  by  Colonel  Tourtellotte  succeeded  in  forming  a junction  with  Gen- 
eral Hazen,  and  learned  that  he  has  one  regiment  over  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  CLAKK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Rivers’’  Bridge^  S.  (7.,  February  5,  1865, 

Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  maij or- general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
when  he  was  down  toward  the  front  this  morning  he  observed  that 
the  main  road  to  the  river  was  in  very  bad  condition.  As  he  feels  con- 
fident that  we  will  use  the  road  soon,  he  wishes  you  to  send  the  pio- 
neers of  General  Force’s  division  and  have  it  corduroyed  wherever  it 
needs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VA]^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers’  Bridge^  S.  0.,  February  5,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  all 
your  empty  wagons  ready  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  return  to  Pocotaligo 
Landing  and  load  with  subsistence  stores,  and  rejoin  the  command  as 
soon  as  possible.  You  will  send  the  Kinth  Eegiment  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  as  a guard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  31.  ( Rivers’  Bridge^  S.  C.,  February  3,  1865, 

*»*#«:** 

IV.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  Avill 
move  his  command  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie  Kiver 
tomorrow  morning  and  join  on  to  the  right  of  the  First  Division  now 
in  position  at  Kivers’  Bridge. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Rivers’  Bridge^  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  place 
your  command  under  arms,  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General^ 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Tivo  Miles  from  Lawtonville^  S.  (7.,  February  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanfliny  Left  Wing: 

General  : I send  by  the  bearer  some  dispatches  that  arrived  in  the 
night  by  the  messenger  sent  by  me  to  General  Sherman.  We  reached 
this  point  last  night,  had  a smart  skirmish  with  about  a brigade  of 
Wheeler’s  cavalry,  and  a battery  of  artillery.  They  were  driven  away 
with  a loss  to  ns  of  1 killed  and  7 wounded.  My  advance  occupied 
Lawtonville  last  night.  We  found  the  roads  yesterday  in  fair  condi- 
tion, but  the  rain  of  to  day  may  make  them  worse.  We  shall  get  to 
Huck  Branch  Post-Oftice  to-day,  from  whence  I shall  communicate 
with  General  Sherman. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Cross-Roads,  February  3,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Tiventieth  Corps  : 

General:  I am  directed  by  General  Sherman  to  say  that  he  desires 
you  to  halt  in  the  vicinity,  or  at  Duck  Branch  Post-Office,  and  to 
reconnoiter  to  your  left,  awaiting  further  orders. 

With  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  YIississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  3,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

General  Williams, 

Commanding  Tiventieth  Corps: 

General  : You  may  move  your  command  by  Allendale  Post-Office  to 
a position  about  Hayes’,  depending  on  two  divisions  Fifteenth  Corps 
being  at  Buford’s  Bridge,  Seventeenth  Corps  at  Eivers’  Bridge,  and 
one  division  Fifteenth  Corps  at  Angley’s  Post-Office.  I will  be  at 
Angley’s.  I want  you  to  seem  to  be  moving  on  Barnwell.  Eeport 
to  me  as  often  as  possible  your  progress,  and  you  would  do  well  to 
march  your  men  on  the  flanks  of  your  train,  especially  when  abreast  of 
Erwinton. 

Y^ours. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Dnch  Branch  Post-Office,  S.  C.,  February  3,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  tomorrow  via  Smyrna  and  Allendale,  as 
follows:  Third  Division  at  7 a.  m.;  First  Division  at  8 a.  m.  The  artil- 
lery will  occupy  the  same  position  in  the  column  as  in  the  march  of 
to-day. 
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General  Ward  and  General  Jackson  will  each  send  out  at  daylight 
all  of  their  pioneers  to  repair  the  road. 

General  Jackson  will  dispose  of  his  troops  along  the  column,  so  as 
to  cover  the  trains  of  one  of  General  Ward’s  brigades.  General  Ward 
will  march  two  unencumbered  brigades  in  the  advance. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wino,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Sister^s  Ferry^  Ga.^  February  J,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Twentieth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  immediately  in  rear  of  the  cavalry  train,  and  that  you 
rejoin  the  Twentieth  Corps,  marching  steadily  night  and  day,  by  way 
of  Lawtonville  and  Duck  Branch  Post-Office.  The  cavalry  is  now 
crossing  the  i)ontoon  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHEKT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Duch  Branch  Post-Office.,  February  3,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  In  consideration  of  the  bad  weather,  the  general  has  sent 
word  to  your  pioneers  that  they  need  not  break  up  their  camp  to-night 
unless  they  have  already  done  so,  telling  them  at  the  same  time  to  be 
here  by  daylight  in  the  morning,  when  the  general  desires  to  have  them 
report  to  Major  Stephenson,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  who 
has  been  placed  in  charge  of  all  the  pioneers  for  the  day.  They  will 
report  at  the  cross-roads  just  back  from  these  headquarters,  the  one 
General  Kobinson  went  out  on. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEKICmS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge,  February  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General  : I send  you  some  seventy  or  eighty  wounded.  We  carried 
this  evening  the  works  in  our  front  at  this  jdace,  and  have  effected  a 
lodgment  on  the  other  bank  of  the  Salkehatchie.  The  work  was  done 
by  two  divisions  of  General  Blair’s  cori)s.  I think  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion at  this  bridge  the  strongest  I ever  saw.  Mower  and  his  men  have 
shown  indomitable  energy  as  well  as  confident  gallantry.  Giles  A. 
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Smitli  also  led  his  division  across  the  swamp  and  the  river  at  another 
place,  creating-  a diversion  that  enabled  Mower  to  succeed  without  the 
enemy  being  re-enforced.  Please  do  what  you  can  for  our  i)oor  fellows, 
y ery  truly,  yours, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

PocotaiigOy  C.,  February  3,  1865. 

Bear  Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Bloclcading  Squadron  : 

Admiral  : General  Potter  has  handed  me  a letter  received  by  him 
relative  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  l!s^aval  Brigade  from  this  command,  in 
which  Commander  Preble  is  censured  for  withdrawing  without  orders 
from  these  headquarters.  In  a letter  from  department  headquarters 
dated  December  13,  1864,  I was  informed  that  the  brigade  would  be 
called  for  for  other  service  and  directed  to  send  it  whenever  you 
expressed  a desire  for  its  return.  I only  regretted -that  by  leaving 
during  my  absence  I was  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  informing 
them  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  they  were  held,  not  only  by  myself 
but  the  entire  command.  You  will  confer  on  me  a favor  by  announcing 
to  the  brigade  that  its  gallantry  in  action  and  good  conduct  during  the 
irksome  life  in  camp  won  from  all  the  land  forces  with  which  it  served 
the  highest  praise.  The  officers,  for  their  gentlemanly  bearing  and 
strict  attention  to  duty,  received  from  all  the  credit  justly  their  due. 
The  harmony  that  prevailed  throughout  the  command  proved  that  it 
any  jealousy  had  iireviously  existed  between  the  different  branches  of 
the  service  all  that  was  wanting  to  efface  it  was  a better  knowledge  of 
each  other.  To  Commander  Preble,  Captains  Matthews,  O’Kane,  and 
Crosman  and  Lieutenant  Stoddard,  with  whom  I was  myself  more  imme- 
diately brought  in  contact,  I give  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  support 
rendered  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

Ko.  29.  ) Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  1865. 

* * ***** 

VI.  The  detachment  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry  now  on 
duty  at  this  post  will  proceed  at  once  to  Pocotaligo,  with  five  days’ 
rations,  and  report  to  General  Hatch  for  duty  in  the  field.  The  quarter- 
master’s department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

THORNDIKE  D.  HODGES, 

Capt.y  35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Focotaligo,  S.  C.,  February  3,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer,  Beaufort  District, 

Department  of  the  South: 

Sir:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he 
desires  you  to  place,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  one  regiment  of 
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troops  oil  the  mainland  at  the  end  of  the  causeway  at  Port  Poyal 
Ferry.  They  will  take  with  them  intrenching  tools,  to  be  used  in  con- 
structing a bridge-head.  You  will  please  return  by  bearer  an  answer 
to  this  communication,  stating  at  what  time  the  troops  will  be  at  the 
point  designated.  The  brigadier-general  commanding  also  directs  me 
to  say  that  if  you  doubt  his  authority  for  giving  these  instructions  you 
will  please  communicate  with  department  headquarters  on  the  subject. 
Please,  also,  to  furnish  these  headquarters  with  the  number  of  effective 
men  of  your  command,  not  including  those  actually  serving  on  Edisto 
Island. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAKD  B.  PEEPY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Washington,  1).  €.,  February  3,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Washington,  1).  C. : 

General  : You  will  please  proceed  without  delay  to  Annapolis,  Md., 
and  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher,  commanding  Pro- 
visional Division  of  the  Armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland.  If 
General  Meagher  be  not  at  Annapolis  you  will  assume  command  of  all 
the  troops  at  that  place  belonging  to  his  division  and  conduct  them  to 
New  Berne,  N.  C.,  reporting  on  arrival  at  Beaufort  to  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N. 
Palmer  for  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ’ 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  Geyieral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  6.  j Steamship  Atlantic,  February  3,  1865, 

I.  The  several  steamers  containing  the  portions  of  the  Third  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  now  lying  at  Alexandria,  will  sail  to-morrow 
morning,  4th  instant,  at  daylight.  The  commanding  officer  of  senior 
rank  will  be  responsible  for  all  the  troops  on  board  each  vessel  respect- 
ively, and  after  entering  Chesapeake  Bay  will  instruct  the  master  of 
the  vessel  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Cape  Fear  Inlet,  N.  C.,  where 
the  fleet  will  rendezvous  and  await  further  orders.  The  destination  of 
the  command  will  be  kept  secret  by  the  several  commanding  officers 
until  communicated  to  the  masters  of  vessels  as  above  ordered. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  3,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  4.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

According  to  the  estimate  of  Captain  Blodgett,  assistant  quarter- 
master, there  is  now  transportation  at  this  point  for  7,400  men  in  all, 
1,855  of  this  number  being  now  on  board.  A steamer  that  left  Balti 
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more  at  noon  yesterday  witli  450  men  put  back  on  account  of  ice. 
General  Meagher  went  to  Baltimore  yesterday.  If  troops  are  coming 
here  by  rail  I think  that  the  Government  should  take  entire  control  of 
the  road  from  Annapolis  Junction. 

EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  3,  1865. 

/Eeceived  9 a.  m.  4th.) 

Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

One  of  General  SchofiekVs  brigades  arrived  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  is 
being  embarked.  I understand  from  here  that  this  command  was  to 
be  shipped  separate  from  any  of  Meagher’s  troops,  and  I so  informed 
Captain  Blodgett.  Many  of  these  transports  have  no  bunks,  and  I do 
not  think  they  can  carry  the  number  of  men  estimated ; for  example, 
the  Creole  and  Nevada,  estimated  to  carry  1,000  men  each,  are  very 
much  crowded  with  700  men  each.  These  ships  were  selected  for 
Schofield’s  troops.  The  steamer  John  Eice  has  not  arrived.  Colonel 
Casement,  commanding  brigade  of  Schofield’s  corps,  expects  orders  as 
to  his  movements  after  embarkation.  His  troops  will  be  on  board  by 
12  o’clock  to-night. 


EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Major  a7id  Assistant  Adjuta^it- General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  4,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  following  dispatch  is  taken  from  to-day’s  Eichmond  Whig . 

Charleston,  February  2,  1865. 

A dispatcli  from  Broxton’s  Bridge,  dated  7.40  last  nigbt,  says  tlie  enemy  advanced 
to-day  across  Whippy  Swamp,  driving  in  our  cavalry  on  our  left, six  miles  from  this 
place.  They  are  supposed  to  he  in  heavy  force.  There  is  a column  of  cavalry  on  the 
Augusta  road  moving  rapidly  for  some  unknown  point.  Whippy  Swamp  is  about 
thirty  miles  northwest  of  Pocotaligo,  an4  about  the  same  distance  southwest  of 
Branchville.  Before  reaching  the  latter  place  Sherman’s  troops  will  have  to  cross 
several  tributaries  of  the  Combahee  as  well  as  the  Edisto  River. 

Later. — The  enemy  have  possession  of  McBride’s  Bridge,  and  skirmishing  is  going 
on  in  front  of  Broxton’s  Bridge.  The  enemy  are  certainly  moving  on  Branchville. 

A dispatch  from  Adams’ Run  says  that  the  enemy  came  u^)  in  two  barges  to  Young’s 
Island  yesterday  about  noon,  and  drove  in  our  pickets.  They  fired  several  bridges  on 
plantations,  and  retired  this  morning. 

Three  steamers  are  off  White  Point,  and  a landing  is  threatened. 

Adams’  Run  is  about  twenty  miles  southwest  of  Charleston. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

TAeuteiiant-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  31. 

*.  # 


PlEADQlTARTERS  DEPARTMENT  AND 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Fivers^  Bridge.,  S.  C.,  February  4.  1865. 

* # 4(!  * # 


III.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  for  to-morrow:  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  and  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
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cross  tlie  Salkehatchie,  the  former  at  Buford’s  Bridge  and  the  latter  at 
Eivers’  Bridge,  and  go  into  camp  on  each  side  of  the  road  on  the  first 
favorable  ground,  with  the  exception  of  one  division  of  each  corps, 
which  will  move  out  and  encamp  at  a distance  of  three  or  four  miles 
from  the  river.  The  movement  will  be  made  as  early  as  possible,  so  as 
to  enable  the  men  to  wash  and  that  those  regiments  that  desire  it  may 
have  divine  service. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

; A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular,  ) Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  12.  ] Angley^s  Post-Office,  8.  C.,  February  4,1865. 

This  campaign  will  bring  the  troops  of  the  army  in  constant  prox- 
imity to  the  light  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  the  utmost  caution  is 
enjoined  upon  the  entire  command  at  all  times.  Whenever  any  party 
of  any  size  is  on  or  oft*  picket  the  utmost  iirecaution  of  a regular  advance 
should  be  observed,  and  arms  ready  for  use  always  carried,  and  to  this 
end  the  riding  in  vehicles,  excepting  the  sick,  is  prohibited.  A strict 
observance  of  the  above  by  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  command 
will  save  the  division  many  valuable  men. 

To  be  read  to  every  regiment  and  detachment. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen: 

G.  LOFLAND, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865. 

Capt.  H.  B.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster : 

You  will  immediately  hitch  up  your  trains  preparatory  to  moving 
across  the  river,  and  will  move  without  further  orders  as  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Geary’s  command,  now  passing,  has  crossed,  following  directly  in 
his  rear.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  either  go  yourself  or  send 
one  of  your  officers  to  ascertain  when  his  command  is  out  of  your  way. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEKTS, 
Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tn  the  Field,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865. 

•Col.  B.  N.  Adams, 

Commanding  8eeond>  Brigade: 

You  will  instruct  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois 
Infantry  Volunteers  to  hold  his  regiment  in  readiness  to  move  to  the 
front  at  3 o’clock  this  ]).  m.,  armed  and  equipped,  and  sui)plied  with 
fifty  axes  and  twenty- five  spades. 

It  is  the  intention  to  throw  him  in  advance  of  the  trains. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEBTS, 

A ssistant  A djutaut- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Arma"  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge^  8.  (7.,  February  4,  186 5 > 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  BlAiR^ 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General-  Howard  to  request  you  to  send 
back  or  leave  one  small  brigade  to  guard  tlie  supplies  left  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  If  you  desire  to  move  General  Force’s  division  to  the 
front  a brigade  of  General  Mower’s  division  may  be  sent  back  after 
that  movement  is  completed.  Department  headquarters  will  remain 
here  till  Monday  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  WHITTLESEY, 

, Major  and  Judge- Advocate, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

32.  \ Rivers‘S  Bridge^  S.  0.,  February  4,  1865, 

* * # # * * • # 

III.  In  order  to  comply  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  31,  Extract  III, 
headquarters  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee  (copy  inclosed*). 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  his  com- 
mand across  Eivers’  Bridge  to  a point  about  four  miles  from  the  river. 
He  will  cause  the  road  he  moves  on  to  be  placed  in  good  condition. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  and  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  remain  in  their 
present  positions  to-morrow,  and  as  soon  as  General  Force  has  moved 
liis  command  across  the  river  will  move  over  such  portions  of  their 
trains  as  may  be  on  this  side. 

*###*** 

VI.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  send 
one  brigade  from  his  command  to  this  side  of  the  river  to-morrow  morn- 
ing as  soon  as  General  Force’s  command  has  crossed.  They  will  be 
placed  in  position  to  protect  the  stores  remaining  on  this  side,  and  the 
commanding  officer  will  report  at  these  headquarters  for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Rivers'^  Bridge.^  S.  0.,  February  1, 1865, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General  : 1 am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  sent  a staff  officer  to  move  your  brigade  (Colonel  Wiles), 
now  near  Broxton’s  Bridge,  back  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  Fourth 
Division  yesterday,  with  instructions  to  intrench.  The  point  they 
occupy  is  about  two  miles  from  these  headquarters  on  the  river  road. 
Your  mounted  Jiien  are  instructed  to  watch  the  roads  beyond  Colonel 
Wiles. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssi sta n t A d ju tant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.  ) Near  Rivers^  Bridge^  S.  (7.,  February  4,  1865, 

# * * * * * * # 

IV.  This  command  will  move  at  8 a.  m.  to  morrow  in  the  following 
order:  First,  Second  Brigade;  second,  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio ; third. 
First  Brigade,  excepting  one  regiment,  which  will  report  to  Capt.  J. 
B.  Pearce,  commissary  of  subsistence.  Third  Division,  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  stores.  Ambulances  and  trains  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Sister’’ s Ferry,,  February  1$65, 

Col.  M.  C.  Hunter, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,,  Third  Division^  14th  Army  Corps : 
Colonel  : I am  directed  by  General  Baird,  commanding  division,  to 
inform  you  that  the  division  will  probably  cross  the  river  to-morrow 
morning  at  9 or  10  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  ACHESON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  5.  ) Sister’s  Ferry,,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865. 

The  corps  will  cross  the  Savannah  Eiver  in  the  following  order: 

General  Carlin  will  cross  his  division  (the  wagon  trains  in  advance) 
to-morrow  as  soon  after  dawn  as  he  can  get  possession  of  the  bridge. 
He  will  encamp  in  a favorable  position  near  the  upper  landing  on  the 
South  Carolina  shore. 

General  Baird  will  cross  his  division  (trains  in  advance)  immediately 
in  rear  of  General  Carlin,  encamping  near  the  upper  landing. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  with  his  trains,  followed  by  the  reserve 
artillery  and  corps  headquarters,  will  cross  in  rear  of  General  Baird. 

General  Morgan  will  cross  his  command  (trains  in  advance)  in  rear 
of  corps  headquarters  and  encaini)  as  he  will  hereafter  be  directed. 

Each  division  commander  will  cause  his  trains  to  be  loaded  with 
commissary  and  quartermaster  stores  with  the  least  delay  possible 
after  his  wagons  or  any  of  them  have  reached  the  upper  landing.  ' 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  4,  1865 — 3 a,  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps : 

General:  Inclosed  1 send  you  a copy  of  report*  just  received  from 
Major-General  Howard,  his  operations  giving  full  i)ossession  of  the 
Salkehatchie.  General  Sherman  desires  you  will  move  slowly  to  the 


See  Howard  to  Sherman,  February  3,  n.  286. 
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point  indicated  in  the  instructions  sent  this  p.  in.,  these  operations 
giving  you  probably  a clear  road.  It  is  reported  that  Wheeler  has 
passed  around  our  front  across  the  Salkehatchie.  Please  communi- 
cate with  General  Slocum  the  progress  made,  and  our  present  situation, 
and  the  fact  of  our  being  in  possession  of  the  Salkehatchie,  given  by 
Mower’s  assault  to-day;  also  such  other  items  as  will  be  of  information 
for  him.  We  will  move  as  indicated. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Send  substance  of  this  to  Slocum.  I think  you  had  better  , 
send  the  bulk  of  your  train  under  small  escort  by  the  direct  road  to 
Buford’s  Bridge,  to  which  point  you  may  conduct  your  command  around 
by  Allendale  Post-Office  and  Arnold  Church,  making  as  much  display 
as  possible.  Take  enough  wagons  and  artillery  with  you  to  forage  good, 
and  try  and  be  at  Buford’s  Bridge  to  morrow  night,  so  as  you  can  joass 
the  Salkehatchie  then  without  fail.  There,  probably,  we  shall  move 
without  waiting  for  Slocum,  though  I want  Kilpatrick  up  as  quick  as 
possible,  but  he  should  swing  around  to  Barnwell,  but  not  farther  west 
without  orders. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Ducli  Branch  Fost- Office,  February  4,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing:  . 

General  : I send  herewith  copies  of  two  dispatches  just  received 
from  General  Sherman.*  They  give  the  orders  for  the  movements  of 
my  command.  We  arrived  at  this  place  at  2 p.  m.  yesterday,  and 
immediately  communicated  with  General  Sherman,  who  had  reached 
this  road  on  the  north  side  of  the  Coosawhatchie.  I send  with  these 
dispatches  Lieutenant  Mickle,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general  of  the 
Artillery  Brigade,  who  will  give  you  any  information  regarding  the 
roads,  &c.,  to  this  place.  We  found  them  better  than  expected,  and 
have,  repaired  all  the  bad  idaces.  We  have  no  ammunition  for  artillery, 
except  that  in  the  chests,  our  train  being  all  with  Geary’s  division.  I 
particularly  desire  that  you  will  have  a sufficient  number  of  wagons  of 
the  artillery  ammunition  train  crossed  to  supply  the  three  batteries  now 
with  me,  and  send  it  under  a strong  escort  of  the  Twentieth  Corps 
troops  to  join  me,  via  Buford’s  Bridge.  I would  like  to  have  my  head 
quarters  train  sent  forward  also.  Geary’s  division,  I suppose,  will 
rejoin  the  command  as  soon  as  he  can  be  crossed  over  the  (Savannah. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Allendale,  S.  C.,  February  4,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  via  Arnold  Church,  toward 
Buford’s  Bridge,  as  follows:  First  Division  at  7 a.  m.  Third  Division 


' See  Howard  to  Slierniaii,  February  3,  p.  283,  and  Dayton  to  Williams,  next,  ante. 
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at  7.30  a.  m.  The  artillery  in  the  same  place  in  the  column  as  in  the 
march  of  to-day  The  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division  will  march 
unencumbered  as  the  advance.  General  Ward  will  make  such  dispo- 
sition of  his  troops  as  to  protect  and  assist  the  whole  train. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  orders  already  published  to  the 
command,  in  the  march  of  to-day  stragglers  and  foraging  parties  were 
found  scattered  over  the  whole  country  far  in  advance  of  the  head  of 
the  column. 

Commanders  of  divisions  are  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  in  future  prevent  this  disobedience  of  orders. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

OHAS.  MOYEB, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Selfridge’s  Headquarters, 
Sister^s  Ferryj  February  4,  1865, 

[General  Geary  ? :] 

General:  I wish  to  have  Kilpatrick’s  train  move  with  you,  and 
when  you  reach  the  corps  tell  General  Williams  to  divide  it  ajnong  his 
three  divisions.  I am  very  anxious  to  get  your  division.  Selfridge’s 
brigade,  and  Kilpatrick’s  train  out  to  Kobertsville  to-night,  so  as  to  give 
room  for  the  trains  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Corps  to  move  to 
this  point  and  load.  Please  take  charge  of  matters  at  this  point,  and 
see  that  the  trains  here  do  not  block  up  the  road  and  that  no  time  is 
lost  in  loading.  Selfridge  reports  one  bad  piece  of  road  between  this 
l)oint  and  Eobertsville. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilto7i  Heady  S.  (7.,  February  4,  1865, 

Lieut,  (xen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States^  City  Foint,  Va. : 

General  : Major  Gray,  of  my  staff,  returned  last  night  from  General 
Slierman’s  headquarters  Avith  the  latest  information.  He  left  Gen- 
ei  al  Sherman  at  a place  called  The  Store,”  at  the  cross  roads  near 
Duck  Bridge,  over  Coosawhatchie  Kiver,  thirty-one  miles  and  a half 
from  Pocotaligo  Station,  on  the  evening  of  February  2.  He  had  with 
him  at  that  point  three  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  which  corps 
had  moved  out  from  Pocotaligo  on  the  1st,  marching  to  Hickory  Hill, 
eighteen  miles,  on  that  day,  and  twelve  miles  to  “ The  Store”  on  the 
second  day.  General  Howard,  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  was,  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d,  near  Whippy  Swamp,  near  tlie  Salkehatchie 
River.  He  had  also  marched  from  near  Pocotaligo  on  the  1st  instant, 
taking  the  right  hand  road  lying  near  the  Salkehatchie  River.  General 
Slocum,  with  the  main  body  of  the  Left  Wing,  Avhich  had  marched  up 
the  south  bank  of  tlie  Savannah  River,  has  been  at  Sister’s  Ferry  sev- 
eral days  constructing  a pontoon  bridge  across  the  river.  Two  divis- 
ions of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which  had  crossed  the  river  opposite 
Savannah,  marched  up  the  north  bank  and  were  at  Kobertsville.  The 
crossing  of  the  river  at  Sister’s  Ferry  has  been  found  to  be  more  diffi- 
cult than  was  expected,  on  account  of  the  long  distance  to  be  cordu- 
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royed  on  each  side,  and  I learned  at  Savannah  this  morning  that 
General  Slocum  will  hardly  be  able  to  get  his  troops  well  over  the  river 
ready  for  a start  before  to-morrow  (the  5th).  This  will  delay  General 
Sherman  a little.  Major  Gray  reports  the  roads  fair  and  all  the  wag- 
ons of  the  Right  Wing  up.  There  were  no  stragglers,  and  the  troops 
found  in  the  country  forage  enough  for  the  animals,  and  cattle  and 
hogs  for  the  army.  The  inhabitants  generally,  with  their  slaves  and 
movables,  had  moved  higher  up  the  country.  The  troops  burned  all 
buildings  and  fences  on  the  route.  There  was  nothing  but  cavalry 
encountered  thus  far.  General  Sherman  intended  breaking  the  rail- 
road near  Midway,  to  the  west  of  Branchville,  and  thought  after  that 
he  might  find  opposition  in  crossing  the  Edisto  River.  It  is  possible 
that  the  troops  in  his  front  may  receive  re-enforcements  from  Hood. 
General  Sherman  wished  me  to  press  upon  General  Schofield  the  neces- 
sity of  his  advance,  which  I have  done. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 

(Copy  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Washington,  T>.  C.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  4,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Rufus  Saxton, 

Inspector  of  8ettleme7its  and  Plantatio7is,  Dept,  of  the  South: 
General:  I left  Savannah  at  11.30  this  a.  m.,  at  which  time  I had 
not  received  the  official  statement  of  the  requests  made  by  you  in  our 
conversation  of  yesterday  morning,  which  I then  asked  you  to  present 
to  me  in  writing.  I have  now  to  again  request  that  you  will  indicate 
to  me  in  writing  what  action  you  desire  me  to  take  in  order  to  enable 
you  to  discharge  your  duties  under  General  Sherman’s  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  15,  current  series,  and  am. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Co7)imanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  30.  ) Hilto7i  Head,  S.  C.,  February  4,  1865. 

#*#***# 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  to 
these  headquarters,  in  comi)liance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  23, 
from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  dated  January 
29,  18G5,  is  hereby  ordered  to  take  charge  of  all  officers  and  men  arriv- 
ing at  this  port  for  General  Sherman’s  army,  and  place  them  in  camp 
between  Beaufort  and  Ih)cotaligo,  S.  0.  The  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment Avill  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

THORNDIKE  D.  HODGES, 

Capt,  35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Adji.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island^  8.  C.,  February  4,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.^  Deimrtment  of  the  South: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  repeat  niy  former  statement  with 
regard  to  the  reduced  number  of  the  garrison  of  this  district.  I have 
at  present  to  protect  an  exposed  outpost  line  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
miles  in  length  with  a force  of  less  than  2,500  men  for  duty,  and  that 
in  front  of  an  enemy  at  least  three  times  as  strong  as  myself.  My  men 
are  entirely  worn  out,  and  I can  now  hardly  hold  them  responsible  for 
the  exact  xierformance  of  their  duty.  Frequently  they  are  on  duty  two 
nights  out  of  three.  It  is  evidently  to  the  interest  of  the  enemy  to 
destroy  my  communication  on  Cole’s  Island.  This  he  is  enabled  to  do, 
if  enterprising,  from  the  fact  that  they  consist  of  a number  of  bridges 
and  extended  plank  walks,  which  I cannot  properly  guard  with  my 
present  force.  Four  men  have  deserted  yesterday  from  the  mortar 
schooner  stationed  at  the  White  House,  and  they  will  doubtless  furnish 
the  enemy  with  all  the  information  which  he  may  require  for  such  an 
enterx^rise.  I therefore  respectfully  beg  that  the  200  men  of  the  Fifty- 
fourth  New  York  Yoluuteers,  and  the  300  men  of  the  Thirty-third  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  now  absent  with  the  Coast  Division,  may  be  ordered 
back  to  this  district. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  cax)tain,  very  resxiectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commandmg. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island^  8.  C.,  February  4,  1865. 
Capt.  William  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral,  Department  of  the  South: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  suggest  that  it  may  be 
desirable  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks  to  send  spies  into  Charles- 
ton. If  this  should  be  desired,  it  would  be  necessary  to  hold  out  induce- 
ments in  the  way  of  a reward,  and  also  to  fit  out  any  such  persons  with 
gold  and  silver  currency.  As  I have  no  funds  at  my  disposal  that 
could  be  thus  appropriated,  I ask  for  the  instructions  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  on  the  subject.  If  the  general  axiproves  the 
measure,  I beg  to  be  informed  what  inducements  may  be  offered,  and 
also  to  be  supx)lied  with  a certain  amount  of  sxiecie  for  this  purpose. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  cax)tain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- Geyieraf  Coynmanding. 


Headquarters  Coast  Division, 
Bocotaligo,  8.  (7.,  February  4,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain:  In  the  absence  of  the  brigadier  general  commanding  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  are 
at  present  absent  on  an  expedition  to  the  Combahee  River.  The 
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steamer  Louise  has  arrived  for  the  purpose  of  transferriug  it  to  Florida, 
aud  as  the  regiment  will  be  near  Port  Eoyal  Ferry,  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  thought  best  to  use  the  steamer  Louise  to  transfer 
the  wounded  who  have  arrived  from  General  Sherman’s  front  to  the 
hospital  at  Beaufort,  there  being  no  suitable  accommodations  here. 
The  Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  ordered  to  march  to 
Beaufort. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty  fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  4,  1665. 

Commanding  Officer, 

District  of  Beaufort,  S.  C. : 

Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  furnish  from 
the  force  under  your  command  to  Brigadier-General  Hatch,  command- 
ing Coast  Division,  such  companies  as  he  may  need  for  military  opera- 
tions. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  HODGES, 

Capt.,  35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G.,  February  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Tiventy-third  Army  Corps,  Beaufort,  N.  C. : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Sherman, 
with  the  Eight  Wing  of  his  army,  moved  from  Pocotaligo  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  instant,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  taking  the  road  to 
the  right,  nearest  the  Salkehatchie,  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps  the  road  to 
the  left.  This  wing  made  thirty-two  miles  in  two  days,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  2d  instant  General  Sherman’s  headquarters  were  at  The 
Store,  at  the  cross-roads  near  Duck  Bridge,  over  the  Coosawhatchie. 
General  Slocum,  who  had  marched  from  Savannah  with  the  Left  Wing, 
had  not,  up  to  yesterday  (the  3d),  succeeded  in  completing  his  bridge 
across  the  Savannah  Eiver  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
ing by  the  way  of  Eobertsville  and  Duck  Bridge.  This  may  delay 
General  Sherman  somewhat.  He  will,  however,  in  a day  or  two  strike 
the  railroad  west  of  Branchville,  and  after  destroying  it  will  cross  the 
Edisto.  There  he  will  probably  meet  with  opposition,  and  it  is  possi- 
ble that  he  may  find  a portion  of  Hood’s  army  in  his  front.  General 
Sherman  desires  me  to  press  upon  you  again  the  necessity  of  carrying 
out  your  iDart  of  the  programme  as  soon  as  you  can  do  so  effectively.  He 
wants  you  to  take  Goldsborough  and  hold  it  if  possible.  If  you  can- 
not do  this,  to  hold  Kinston  and  as  much  of  the  railroad  beyond  as 
possible.  Circumstances  favoring  you,  he  hopes  you  may  be  also  able 
to  take  Ealeigh  and  Wilmington.  He  does  not  want  you  to  wait  for 
his  movements  in  your  advance,  but  to  commence  your  movements  as 
soon  as  you  can  get  ready.  General  Sherman  attaches  great  impor- 
tance to  the  effect  that  your  advance  will  i)roduce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  19.  f Steamsliii)  Atlantic,  February  4,  1865. 

*#####* 

II.  Maj.  T.  J.  MilbollaDcl,  One  Imndrecl  and  seventh  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  assistant  inspec- 
tor-general, Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and  will 
report  to  his  regimental  commander  for  duty.  This  order  to  date  Jan- 
uary 13,  1865. 

III.  Capt.  L.  A.  Burke,  Ninety-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  is 
hereby  appointed  acting  assistant  inspector-general.  Second  Division, 
Twenty- third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  January  13,  1865. 

IV.  Capt.  John  Corbin,  Ninety-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  is 
hereb}^  appointed  acting  assistant  in  spec  tor- general,  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  Januarv  13, 
1865. 

* ^ # # * # * 

VII.  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Schofield,  chief  of  artillery.  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  will  establish  his  office  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  the 
purpose  of  reorganizing  and  refitting  the  field  artillery  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps  and  will  remain  there  until  further  orders.  This 
order  to  date  from  January  24,  1865. 

VIII.  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Schofield,  chief  of  artillery,  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  will  proceed  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  the  city  of  New  York  on 
business  connected  with  the  artillery  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
on  the  completion  of  which  he  will  return  to  Washington  City.  This 
order  to  date  from  February  2,  1865. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Alajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  ( Steamship  Atlantic^  February  4,  1865. 

The  following  regulations  will  be  strictly  observed  by  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  command  during  the  present  voyage: 

1.  No  open  lights  will  be  allowed  in  any  part  of  the  ship  occupied  by 
troops.  The  ship’s  lanterns  will  be  arranged  by  the  officers  of  the 
vessel  in  such  way  as  to  light  the  decks  during  the  night,  and  must 
not  be  opened  or  interfered  with  by  the  men. 

2.  No  smoking  will  be  allowed  in  any  part  of  the  vessel  used  for 
sleeping,  except  the  open  decks.  The  men  may  smoke  in  the  open  air 
upon  the  upper  decks,  and  the  brigade  commander  will  provide  for 
giving  proper  airing  and  opportunity  to  smoke  to  the  men  quartered 
below.  Officers  will  smoke  either  upon  deck  or  in  the  smoking-room, 
near  the  water-closets. 

3.  The  division  and  brigade  commissaries  will  make  arrangements 
with  the  steward  of  the  ship  for  cooking  the  men’s  coffee  and  doing 
other  necessary  cooking  for  the  command,  and  for  serving  the  same  out 
at  regular  hours. 

4.  The  canteens  of  the  men  may  be  filled  with  drinking  water  once 
each  day,  the  men  being  marched  by  companies  under  their  proper 
officers  to  the  punq)  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship  for  that  purpose. 

5.  The  brigade  commander,  in  consultation  with  the  commander  of 
the  ship,  will  arrange  for  the  perfect  and  regular  policing  of  the  quar- 
ters, sinks,  Ac. 
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6.  The.  starboard  side  of  the  upper  and  main  decks,  abaft  the  engine, 
will  be  kept  clear  of  men  and  reserved  for  the  use  of  officers,  both  of 
the  command  and  of  the  ship,  during  the  day,  and  such  portion  of  this 
space  as  may  necessarily  be  occupied  by  the  men  for  sleeping  at  night 
will  have  a passage  kept  entirely  clear  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  vessel  in  working  her  at  night.  No  men  will  at  any  time 
be  allowed  to  go  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  on  the  upx^er  deck. 

7.  Proper  roll-calls  will  be  established,  and  the  line  officers  will  be 
strictly  required  to  attend  them  and  to  make  close  personal  inspections 
daily  of  the  condition  of  their  men,  and  to  be  personally  in  command  of 
them  when  marched  out  for  water  or  coffee,  or  when  on  duty. 

8.  An  officer  of  the  day  will  be  daily  appointed  by  the  brigade  com- 
manders, and  shall  have  full  charge  of  the  execution  of  this  order  and 
supervision  of  all  the  police  arrangements  of  the  command.  Proper 
line  officers  will  be  detailed  on  guard  duty,  and  sentries  will  be  regu- 
larly posted  at  the  bulkhead  of  the  ship  stoie-room  on  the  forward 
lower  deck,  at  the  sinks,  over  the  lights  at  night,  and  on  the  middle 
line  of  the  decks  reserved  under  paragraph  6. 

9.  The  officer  of  the  day,  after  reporting  at  brigade  headquarters 
each  day,  will  report  to  the  captain  of  the  ship,  in  order  that  the  ship’s 
officers  may  know  to  whom  to  apply  for  any  enforcement  of  these  regu- 
lations. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Captaiii  and  Assistant  Adjutarit- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  4,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  Casement, 

An7iapoliSy  Aid. : 

Your  brigade  will  go  to  Fort  Fisher  or  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  laud,  and 
send  back  the  transports. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Major-General  Schofield: 

The  brigade  is  embarked, 
shall  I do? 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  T,  1865. 

I have  no  further  instructions.  What 

J.  S.  CASEMENT, 

Co  Ion  e ?,  Com  man  diny. 


Alexandria,  February  4,  1865. 

Col.  J.  S.  Casement, 

Coinmanding  Brigade^  Annapolis  : 

Written  orders  were  given  Captain  Rhodes.  If  you  have  not  them 
report  with  your  command  at  mouth  of  Potomac  for  further  orders. 
Steamer  Atlantic, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Washington,  D.  G.,  Fehruary  4,  1865 — 12  m. 

Maj.  K.  N.  Scott, 

Annapolis^  Md. : 

If  tbe  conimaiiders  of  troops  and  transports  liave  not  received  Gen* 
eral  Schofield’s  orders  give  them  in  my  name.  Each  transport  must 
start  as  soon  as  it  is  loaded.  Those  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  will  go 
to  Fort  Fisher  or  Cape  Fear  Kiver.  Meagher’s  Provisional  Division 
will  go  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  reporting  to  General  Palmer,  at  New  Berne. 
The  troops  must  not  be  mixed.  As  soon  as  transports  are  discharged 
they  will  return  to  Point  Lookout  and  report  by  telegram  to  General 
Eucker.  Orders  to  this  effect  were  issued  several  days  ago  by  General 
Schofield,  but  there  may  have  been  some  neglect  in  distributing  them, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  IStaff, 


Maj 


Annapolis,  Md,,  Fehruary  4,  1865. 

(Eeceived  3.30  p.  m.) 


. Gen.  If.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  /Staff: 


General  Meagher  expects  to  come  here  to-morrow,  and  to  leave  here 
with  his  command  on  Monday,  Cth  instant.  Colonel  Casement  has 
received  your  order  of  to-day.  No  one  here  knows  just  how  many  men 
Meagher  expects  to  take  with  him. 

EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Fehruary  4, 1865 — 6 p.  ni. 

Maj.  E.  N.  Scott, 

Annapolis j Md.  : 

Order  Meagher’s  troops  aboard  transports  as  fast  as  they  are  ready 
and  the  troops  arrive.  And  as  fast  as  transports  are  loaded  order  them 
to  sea  as  directed.  They  will  not  wait  for  him,  nor  orders  from  him. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  Fehruary  4,  1865 — 9.30  p.m. 

(Eeceived  10.30  j).  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Under  authority  of  your  telegram  of  to-day,  I have  sent  off*  one  load 
of  Meagher’s  troops,  and  have  informed  him  that  I should  send  the 
other  vessels  as  soon  as  they  were  loaded.  I umlerstand  that  he  ])ro- 
posed  to  have  them  Avait  till  all  were  loaded,  and  that  he  proposes  to 
come  down  by  steamer  from  Baltimore  to-morroAV  afternoon.  Under 
that  arrangement  three  steamers  have  been  lying  here  partially  loaded, 
Avhen  one  or  tAvo  of  them  might  have  been  filled  and  started.  Meagher 
has  failed  to  notify  the  quartermaster  of  the  number  of  men  he  sends 
from  Baltimore,  or  when  they  leave  there.  1 had  suggested  to  him  the 
20  11  k_vol  xlvh,  pt  h 
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propriety  of  furnisliing  this  information.  He  has  selected  a steamer 
for  his  headquarters,  and  directed  her  to  be  kept  empty  till  certain 
troops  arrive.  I will  disregard  this  arrangement. 

EOBT.  I^.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  d,  1865 — 3.30  p.m. 

(Eeceived  4.10  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Please  inform  me  what  portion  of  General  Schoheld’s  command,  if 
any,  has  sailed. 


U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


AYasiiington,  D.  C.,  February  5,  1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

One  division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  sailed  yesterday,  numbering 
5,000  or  6,000.  Also  over  2,000  of  Meagher’s  division  are  off.  The 
remainder  of  his  force  will  embark  as  soon  as  they  can  be  collected. 
They  are  in  utter  confusion,  and  he  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  what  troops 
he  has,  or  where  they  are.  It  is  strange  that  General  Thomas  should 
have  intrusted  men  to  such  an  officer. 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Port  Fisher,  February  5,  1865. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  9.30  a.  m.,  7th.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

A dispatch  from  one  of  General  Foster’s  staff'  to  Schofield,  dated 
February  2,  states  that  Sherman  with  his  troops  started  February  1 to 
move  rapidly  into  the  interior  of  South  Carolina.  Other  information 
is  that  he  had  previously  been  at  Pocotaligo.  None  of  Schofield’s  troops 
have  yet  arrived,  and  all  quiet  except  that  the  navy  occasionally  shell 
Fort  Anderson.  Loud  cheering  last  night  along  the  rebel  line  was 
thought  by  General  Paine  to  indicate  re-enforcements.  All  quiet,  and 
warm  weather. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK. 


Hhqrs.  Hepartment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

lUvers''  Bridye.,  S.  (■.,  February  5,  1865. 

IVIaj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  }Filitary  Division  of  the  5Fississippi : 

General  : I have  delayed  issuing  an  order,  hoping  to  hear  from  you, 
but  thinking  you  might  have  depended  on  Avhat  you  said  to  me  yester- 
day, I have  now  issued  it.  In  case  you  A\dsh  to  suspend  or  modify, 
please  do  so  to  General  Logan  and  send  me  word  by  my  staff  officer. 
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Lieutenant  McQueen  found  the  bridges  burned  across  the  Little  Salke- 
hatchie  and  swamps,  and  the  enemy  on  the  other  side.  It  was  this 
information  that  determined  me  only  to  attempt  the  Little  Salkehatchie 
to-morrow. 

y ery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General, 


P. 


S. — General  Blair  moved  over  to-day  as  directed. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  H., 
Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Buford’s  Bridge,  S,  C,,  February  5,  1865, 
General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing : 

General  : General  Kilpatrick  is  now  up  to  Allendale  Post-Office, 
and  will  move  to-morrow  on  Barnwell,  and  thence  to  join  us  about  Bam- 
berg. I wish  your  wing  to  move  now  with  all  exiiedition  consistent 
with  due  caution  and  make  a strong  lodgment  on  the  South  Carolina 
road  anywhere  from  Graham’s  to  the  Edisto.  I will  instruct  General 
Williams  to  cross  here  and  move  four  miles  toward  Barnwell,  and 
thence  follow  cross-roads  in  the  direction  of  Graham’s  Station.  I sup- 
pose you  will  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  direct  on  Midway  and  the 
Fifteenth  on  Bamberg.  I will  attend  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Special  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  32.  ) Rivers’  Bridge,  S,  C,,  February  5,  1865, 

I.  There  being  an  insufficient  number  of  maps  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  for  distribution  to  the  army,  all  captured  maps  of  the  State, 
or  any  part  of  it,  or  those  that  may  be  hereafter  captured,  will  be 
turned  over  to  division  commanders,  and  by  them  forwarded  to  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  department  at  these  headquarters,  unless  abso- 
lutely required  for  their  own  use,  that  they  may  be  properly  distributed. 

II.  The  object  of  to-morrow’s  movement,  which  will  commence  at  7 
a.  m.,  will  be  to  secure  the  line  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie  River.  The 
Fifteentli  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
move  on  the  Buford’s  Bridge  and  Lowry’s  Station  or  Bamberg  road, 
the  head  of  column  reaching  to  the  cross-roads  at  Duncanville,  securing, 
if  possible,  the  crossings  of  both  branches  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie. 
The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will 
move  on  the  road  on  Avhich  tlie  command  is  now  encamped,  cross  the 
Little  Salkehatchie,  and  take  up  a strong  i)osition  beyond.  It  will  be 
well  to  move  to  the  river  by  two  routes,  one  division,  followed  by  depart- 
ment headquarters  and  bridge  train,  by  the  direct  route,  and  the  other 
two  divisions  by  a cross-road  to  the  right,  to  the  Broxton’s  Bridge 
and  Midway  road,  The  two  routes  come  together  at  the  Little  Salke- 
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liatcliie  bridge.  The  bridge  or  bridges  above  referred  to  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  he  has  some  force  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  The  headquarters  of  the  department  will  be  near  the  head  of 
column  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  probably  at  Millersville  Post-Office. 
The  First  Eegiment  Engineers  Missouri  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  W. 
Tweeddale  commanding,  will  move  as  rear  guard  behind  the  bridge 
train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  BuforWs  Bridge,  February  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps  : 

General  : I have  instructed  General  Howard  to  move  the  Eight 
Wing  and  make  a lodgment  on  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Bamberg,  You  may  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  the 
movement,  make  orders  for  the  Fifteenth  Corps  to  take  the  direct 
road  by  Duncanville.  Kiliiatrick  will  move  by  Barnwell,  and  I have 
ordered  General  Williams  to  cross  the  Big  Salkehatchie  by  this  bridge, 
then  take  the  Barnwell  road  out  as  far  as  Ayers’,  where  a road  branches 
to  Blackville.  He  will  follow  that  to  about  Mmmons’,  trusting  to  find 
some  road  leading  up  to  Graham’s  or  Duncanville.  I would  like,  if 
possible,  that  Hazen  should  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  Barmvell  [road] 
by  8 o’clock,  so  that  Williams  can  pass  him,  and  that  the  two  armies 
should  not  get  mixed  at  the  place  where  Hazen’s  camp  now  is. 

I am,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Dicldnson''s  Plantation,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General  : My  corps  is  encamped  at  the  points  indicated  by  your 
order  of  yesterday:  First  Division  at  Chitty’s,  Third  at  Moye’s,  and 
Second  at  Dr.  Hayes’.  I sent  out  to-day  to  Little  Salkehatchie  fifty 
mounted  men.  Found  the  bridge  burned  and  the  swamp,  some  300 
yards,  badly  obstructed,  with  the  enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  side, 
said  to  be  one  brigade.  There  is  an  abundance  of  meat,  forage,  &c., 
in  the  country. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Alajor-  General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  ) In  the  Field,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

T.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  sliarp, 
in  the  following  order,  viz: 

First.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with 
the  battery  moving  in  rear  of  its  second  regiment. 
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Second.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Eice  commanding. 

Third.  Trains  in  the  same  order  as  to-day. 

Fourth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding. 
Brigadier-General  Eice  will  throw  one  regiment  directly  in  rear  of 
the  ordnance  train. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EYEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  8.  0.,  February  5,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

Captain;  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  casualties 
in  this  command  on  the  2d  and  3d  instant,  all  of  which  are  in  the 
First  Division:  One  officer  and  17  enlisted  men  killed;  3 officers 
and  103  men  wounded.  General  Mower  estimates  the  losses  of  the 
enemy  at  about  200.  There  were  16  of  their  dead  on  the  field  and  a 
hospital  with  17  wounded  found  in  rear  of  their  position.  The  number 
of  prisoners  taken  is  10,  and  of  deserters  17. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANTK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


[ludorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rivers^  Bridge^  8.  6\,  February  5,  1865. 

I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  within  report.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  number  of  wounded  difiers  from  estimate,  but  1 understand 
that  not  more  than  seventy  were  sent  back;  the  rest,  being  slightly 
wounded,  have  joined  their  regiments.  The  number  engaged,  as  near 
as  we  can  ascertain,  defending  the  works  was  2,700,  composed,  as  near 
as  can  be  learned,  of  the  Fifth  Georgia  Eeserves,  Thirty- second  and 
Forty-seventh  Georgia  Eegiments,  two  companies  Texas  Cavalry, 
Twenty- second  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  and  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry. 

Yery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


[February  5,  1865. — For  complimentary  letter  from  Howard  to 
Blair,  see  Part  I,  p.  385.] 


Special  Orders,  ] Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  33.  ] In  the  Fieldy  8.  (7.,  February  5,  1865. 

##**•*** 

Yin.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
his  command  at  7 a.  m.,  taking  the  right-hand  road  at  his  camp  and 
marching  on  the  Broxton’s  Bridge  and  Midway  road. 
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2.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smitli,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  his  command  forward  at  7 a.  in.  on  the  direct  Eivers’  Bridge 
and  Midway  road.  The  train  of  department  headquarters  and  the 
bridge  train  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  pre- 
pared to  move  at  8 a.  m.  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division  to  the 
point  where  the  Third  Division  is  now  encamped,  where  he  will  take 
the  right-hand  road  and  follow  that  division.  A staff  officer  will  be 
left  at  this  point  to  direct  him. 

4.  The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  troops  of  the 
Third  Division. 

5.  The  detachment  of  the  Kinth  Illinois  Cavalry,*  now  in  camp,  will 
move  in  advance  of  the  Third  Division,  scouting  well  down  all  roads 
leading  to  the  right. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  28.  ) In  the  Field.,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  following 
order:  First,  First  Brigade j second.  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio;  third, 
Second  Brigade.  Ambulances  and  trains  as  usual. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  ) In  the  Field,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

I.  The  attention  of  brigade  commanders  is  called  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  their  men  indulge  in  the  unmilitary  and  disgraceful  habit  of 
straggling.  We  are  now  enteriog  upon  another  campaign  into  the 
enemy’s  country,  where  our  own  safety  and  that  of  the  whole  army 
depends  upon  the  men  being  kept  together  and  under  their  proper 
officers.  When  forage  details  are  sent  out  they  must  be  in  charge  of 
competent  commissioned  officers,  and  in  no  case  will  forage  details 
be  sent  from  any  regiment  or  brigade  of  this  command  without  such 
officer  in  command.  Brigade  commanders  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  prevent  straggling,  enforce  obedience  to  this  order,  and  will  be 
held  strictly  responsible  for  every  man  lost  through  neglect  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin: 

J.  E.  EDMONDS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Bufordh  Bridge,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 
General  A.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Ticentieth  Corps: 

General  : The  Bight  Wing  of  the  army  will  move  early  to-morrow 
against  the  South  Carolina  Bailroad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bamberg. 

* Mounted  inl'autrj". 


Chap.LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


311 


I wish  you  to  cross  the  Salkehatchie  and  move  toward  the  same 
point,  hut  for  convenience  of  movement  suggest  you  take  tlie  Barnwell 
road  to  Ayers’,  where  a road  leads  to  Blackville,  which  intersects  one 
coming  into  the  direct  Bamberg  road  from  here  at  Little  Salkehatchie. 
As  you  approach  the  Little  Salkehatchie  I think  you  can  find  some  road 
to  Bamberg  without  coming  into  collision  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps  that 
will  occupy  ten  miles  of  that  road. 

I think  such  a road  will  be  found  from  Nimmons’  to  Duncanville, 
crossing  Little  Salkehatchie  above  or  at  Dowling’s  Mill.  I will  be  near 
the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  Kilpatrick  will  be  about 
Barnwell  to-morrow  night  and  will  strike  the  railroad  next  day  between 
Blackville  and  Graham’s.  If  you  can  find  any  other  road  than  the  one 
I suggest,  which  is  nearly  parallel  with  the  road  traveled  by  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps,  and  not  more  than  six  or  seven  miles  off,  you  can  take  it, 
always  sending  me  word,  and  in  case  of  hearing  the  sound  of  serious 
battle  change  your  course  toward  it. 

I am  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Sallcehatchie  Hirer,  S.  G.,  February  5,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  toward  the  South  Carolina  Kail- 
road  as  follows:  The  Third  Division  at  7 a.  m. 5 the  First  Division  at 
8 a.  m.  Each  division  will  protect  and  assist  its  own  trains.  General 
Ward  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  advance.  Two  batter- 
ies of  artillery  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced  brigade, 
and  one  battery  will  march  with  the  First  Division.  General  Ward 
will  send  his  pioneers  in  advance  of  his  column  to  repair  the  road  across 
the  swamp,  in  our  immediate  front. 

Bv  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ITdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fu/ord^s  Bridge^  Fehriiary  d,  1865. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  AUe^idale: 

General:  Cajdain  Kewton  has  Just  arrived,  and  I am  glad  you  are 
up.  The  enemy  is  all  in  the  mist  as  to  our  movement,  save  they  think 
Hlocum’s  command  has  gone  up  to  Augusta,  and  that  I am  moving  on 
Branch ville.  AVe  carried  the  position  at  Elvers’  yesterday,  and  to-day 
have  passed  both  cor])s  across — Seventeenth  at  Eivers’  and  Fifteenth 
here  at  Buford’s.  1 sent  Williams  round  by  Allendale  to  make  a 
feint  on  Barnwell.  To-morrow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  will  move  rap- 
idly on  Midway  and  the  Fifteenth  on  Bamberg.  Williams  will  follow 
in  reserve.  The  enemy  intended  to  defend  the  line  of  Salkehatchie, 
but  are  now  falling  back  to  the  Edisto.  Eresuming  you  get  to-day  to 
Allendale  Post-Office,  I want  you  to-morrow  to  move  rapidly  on  Barn- 
Avell,  kee])ing  up  any  feint  you  may  ])lease  in  the  direction  of  Augusta. 
Kext  day  strike  the  railroad  where  you  please  Ifom  Blackville  to 
Lowry’s.  If  you  can,  get  and  destroy  cars,  locomotives,  and  depots, 
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blit  don’t  delay  long,  but  effectually  destroy  some  piece  of  tlie  track, 
enongli  to  cut  communication,  and  then  turn  to  ns  about  Duncanville 
and  Bamberg.  You  will  find  plenty  of  corn  and  bacon.  I think 
Wheeler’s  forces  are  scattered,  and  he  has  no  idea  where  you  are  up  to 
this  moment,  so  you  can  act  with  a rush.  Some  cavalry  retreated 
before  General  Williams  to  the  northwest  toward  Augusta  and  other 
parts  across  the  bridges  of  Salkehatchie.  I don’t  care  about  your 
going  into  Barnwell,  and  only  refer  to  it  as  the  point  where  you  will 
likely  find  cleared  roads  across  the  swamp.  The  bridges  amount  to 
nothing;  the  swamp  is  the  worst,  and  you  may  cross  it  wherever  you 
please.  I shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  on  the  night  of  February  7 or 
morning  of  the  8th,  when  I will  be  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  not  far 
from  Duncanville  or  Bamberg.  On  this  side  the  Salkehatchie  we  find 
the  roads  fine,  with  farms  and  abundance  of  forage.  None  has  been 
destroyed.  The  farmers  west  of  Salkehatchie  were  ordered  to  move 
their  forage  and  stock  to  the  east  of  Salkehatchie,  expecting  to  hold 
that  line.  Mystify  the  enemy  all  you  can,  but  break  that  road  whilst 
I move  straight  on  it  about  Lowry’s. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Genera  /,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  6\,  Felyruary  5,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding j &c.: 

General  : I have  to  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  letter  of 
instructions,  and  also  the  good  advice  it  contained.  I am  almost 
ashamed  of  myself  for  having  troubled  you  with  such  matters  while 
your  attention  is  occupied  with  things  of  so  much  greater  importance. 
I shall  try  to  keep  things  straight  as  far  as  possible.  I have  made  a 
respectful  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  the  recruiting  and 
organizing  of  negroes  left  in  the  hands  where  it  previously  rested  by 
orders  and  instructions  of  the  War  Department.  I have  backed  the 
request  by  copies  of  orders,  &c.  I have  also  respectfully  asked  that 
General  William  Birney  may  be  detailed  to  relieve  General  Saxton  of 
his  duties  in  this  department.  If  both  or  either  of  these  be  granted  there 
will  be  no  further  trouble,  and  everything  will  go  on  smoothly.  The 
enemy  having  left  General  Hatch’s  front,  that  officer  is  preparing  to 
cross  the  Gombahee.  I have  sent  two  companies  to  build  a tete-de- 
pont  at  Port  Royal  Ferry.  General  Prince  is  ordered  to  form  a camp 
at  Blair’s  landing  on  the  Pocotaligo  River  (he  has  several  hundred 
men  already  arrived  from  the  North).  He  is  to  do  all  he  can  to  for- 
ward supplies,  and  to  aid  in  communicating  with  your  army,  and  to 
support  General  Hatch,  if  needed.  I am  going  to  start  this  morning 
for  Morris  Island  to  do  all  I can  in  the  way  of  demonstrations,  and  to 
land  in  Bull’s  Bay,  as  you  requested,  at  the  time  specified  to  Major 
Gray.  I forwarded  intelligence  of  your  movement  to  General  Grant 
and  General  Halleck.  I also  sent  further  information  yesterday  of  your 
arrival  at  ^‘The  Store,”  and  wrote  again  in  full  to  General  Schofield,  tell- 
ing him  of  the  importance  you  attached  to  his  movement,  and  that  he 
was  to  go  ahead  and  take  Goldsborough  as  soon  as  he  was  ready,  and 
to  take  and  hold  all  he  could.  I returned  from  Savannah  yesterday. 
It  was  reported  that  the  bridge  at  Sister’s  Ferry  would  not  be  ready  for 
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crossing*  the  main  body  before  to-day.  I sent  information  to  General 
Slocum  tliroiigh  General  Easton  this  morning  of  the  taking  of  Eivers’ 
Bridge  by  Blair’s  corps. 

With  great  respect,  and  kindest  regards,  ever  yours,  most  truly, 

J.  G.  FOSTEE. 


Beaufort,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  4th  instant.  In  rei)ly  I have  to  say  that  I understood 
you  to  refuse  all  the  verbal  requests  I made  of  you  during  our  inter- 
view. As  they  are  all  I have  to  make  at  present,  I could  see  no  object 
in  placing  them  before  you  in  writing,  and  I had  decided  not  to  do  so. 
As  you  request  them  in  writing,  I respectfully  submit  them: 

First.  I have  the  honor  to  request  the  detail  of  two  officers  to  assist 
me  in  the  colonization  of  the  freedmen.  Second.  That  an  order  may 
be  issued  to  the  district  commanders  in  the  department  instructing 
them  to  honor  my  passes  to  my  assistants  and  the  freedmen  to  go  to 
different  points  in  the  department,  given  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
under  this  order,  and  also  on  the  Government  transports  when  it  can 
be  done  Avithout  injury  to  the  service.  Third.  The  organization  and 
enlistment  of  colored  recruits  having  been  placed  in  my  hands,  that 
I may  be  recognized  as  charged  with  this  duty.  Your  order  of  Jan- 
uary 30,  1865,  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield  places  the  matter 
entirely  in  his  hands.  I respectfully  request  that  he  be  ordered  to 
report  to  me. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  SAXTON, 

Brevet  Major-General  of  Volunteers, 

[Indorsement.] 

February  9,  1865. 

Eeferred  to  Major-General  Gillmore  for  his  action. 

J.  G.  FOSTEE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  tee  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  C..  February  5.  1865. 

Maj.  G.  W.  Thomas, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Department  of  the  South: 

Ma.tor  : The  major-general  commanding  has  left  with  me  the  folloW' 
ing  instructions,  and  directs  that  tliey  be  sent  to  you  for  your  informa- 
tion and  guidance:  First.  The  steamers  Savannah  and  Augusta  are  to 
be  turned  over  to  Ensign  Neil  for  temporary  duty  as  picket  boats  and 
in  landing  troops  as  soon  as  possible.  These  boats  are  to  follow  to 
Folly  Island.  Second.  Send  mail  to  General  Foster 'at  Morris  Island, 
or  beyond,  as  soon  as  it  arrives.  Third.  Use  every  exertion  to  fill 
I)romptly  all  the  requirements  of  General  Sherman’s  army.  Fourth. 
See  that  the  schooner,  with  the  30-pounder  Parrotts  on  board,  is  towed 
to  Folly  Island  as  soon  as  the  ammunition  is  on  board.  Fifth.  The 
Delaware  to  be  sent  to  re])oit  to  General  Foster  as  soon  as  ready. 

Very  resi)e(;tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 

A ssistant  Adjutan t-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  0.,  February  5,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  G.  : 

General:  1 am  directed  by  tlie  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  you  are  expected  to  render  all  the  assistance  you  can  in  the  trans- 
portation of  supplies  to  General  Sherman’s  army.  You  are  also  directed 
to  re-enforce  General  Hatch,  or  to  aid  him  in  any  way,  should  he  require  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adj utant-  General, 


Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Forces, 

Folly  Island.^  8.  (7.,  February  5, 1865. 

Oapt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General^  Department  of  the  South: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a telegram  from  headquar- 
ters IN'orthern  District,  Department  of  the  South,  dated  February  o,  2.15 
p.  m.,  as  follows: 

Headquarters  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1805. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Sorith: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  taken  place 
since  my  report  of  yesterday.  Fatigue  parties  continue  as  before  mentioned  on  Cas- 
tle Pinckney  and  other  of  the  enemy’s  works.  It  being  very  clear  last  evening  the 
enemy’s  pickets  on  James  Island  conid  be  more  distinctly  seen  than  usual,  and  showed 
almost  double  their  former  numbers.  Cheering  has  been  heard  this  morning  along 
the  rebel  line  on  James  Island.  A blockade  runner  passed  in  safely  last  night.  The 
steamer  Cosmopolitan  arrived  this  a.  m.  with  the  detachment  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  from  General  Hatch’s  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District. 


This  telegraphic  letter  I was  ordered  to  send  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 


E.  A.  KOZLAY, 

Colonel  Fifty-fourth  Neic  York  Veteran  Yolunteers. 

Commanding  Post.,  Folly  Island. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I to-day  effected  a cross- 
ing of  the  Salkehatchie  at  two  points.  The  up])er  jioint  where  the  rail- 
road crosses  was  without  o])position.  At  Coinbahee  Ferry  we  met  with 
some  resistance,  but  succeeded  in  forcing  the  iiassage  without  loss  on 
our  side.  One  lieutenant  of  artillery  was  captured  at  the  latter  point. 
I shall  cross  in  force  at  one  of  these  points  as  soon  as  the  bridges  are 
built  so  that  artillery  can  be  got  over.  At  present  I have  foot  bridges 
at  both  points. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

5.  R.  HATCH, 

Briga  d i er-( fen  era  /,  Com  m a n di  n g. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  fur- 
nish you  with  the  following  extract  from  a letter  of  General  Sherman, 
dated  February  2,  1865 : 

As  to  military  discipline,  I decide  that  General  Saxton  cannot  go  to  a military 
post  and  do  anything  which  in  the  judgment  of  its  commander  is  calculated  to  pro- 
duce disorder  or  confusion.  The  commanding  officer  of  a post  is  the  proper  person 
to  see  that  it  does  not  become  embarrassed  with  idle  or  worthless  vagabonds  of  any 
color,  sex,  or  kind.  You  may  sustain  General  Grover  in  anything  he  may  do  as  to 
maintaining  good  order  and  government  at  Savannah. 

I am  instructed  by  General  Foster  to  state  that  the  letter  of  General 
Sherman,  from  which  the  above  is  an  extract,  is  of  a confidential  nature, 
else  a copy  of  the  whole  letter  would  be  sent  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  Florida,  Fourth  Separate  Brig., 

Department  of  the  South, 
Jachsonville,  Fla.,  February  5,  1865. 

Capt.  Charles  A.  Keith, 

Commanding  Detachment  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 
Captain:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  orders  you  to  cross  to 
the  east  bank  of  the  Saint  John’s  at  7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  with  all  your 
available  mounted  men  for  the  purpose  of  making  a reconnaissance. 
You  will  first  report  to  these  headquarters  for  instructions. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon : 

HEKEY  SETOK, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Fort  Monroe,  February  5,  1865. 

(Eeceived  7.05  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

1 have  just  arrived  here  with  my  advance.  Have  you  any  instruc- 
tions for  mef 


J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Alajor- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  5,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Fort  Afonroe,  Va.: 

Your  instructions  were  left  with  Colonel  Webster,  quartermaster, 
have  no  further  instructions. 


U.  S.  GEAKT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Steamship  Atlantic^  February  5,  1865. 
Captain  Steamship  Atlantic: 

Sir:  Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  you  put  in  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  you  will  receive  on  board  your  vessel  a quantity  of 
ammunition;  after  Avhich  you  will  proceed  to  Fort  Fisher,  N.O., debark 
your  troops  and  cargo,  and  report  to  the  general  quartermaster,  as 
directed  in  your  order  of  February  3,  from  office  of  depot  quartermas- 
ter at  Alexandria,  Ya. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Fort  Monroe,  February  5,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.  : 

General:  I inclose  a copy  of  an  order  constituting  the  Depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina.*  I will  issue  an  order  assuming  command 
after  my  arrival  at  Fort  Fisher,  for  Avhich  ifiace  I will  start  to-morrow 
morning.  My  headquarters  will  be  in  the  field  with  the  troops  operat- 
ing against  Wilmington.  I have  ordered  to  New  Berne,  to  report  to 
you,  a division  under  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher,  about  5,000  strong.  It 
has  probably  started  from  Annapolis  by  this  time.  That  division  is 
composed  of  detachments  from  General  Sherman’s  army.  If  any  troops 
of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  stop  at  Beaufort  send  them  forward  to 
Fort  Fisher.  I Avill  run  up  and  see  you  or  send  you  further  instructions 
in  a few  days.  Meanwhile  make  all  iireparations  to  advance  to  Kinston 
and  repair  the  railroad  between  that  place  and  New  Berne.  Send  the 
pontoon  train  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Annapolis,  February  5,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  2 p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  AY.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  Casement’s  brigade  left  yesterday.  Two  steamers  with  Gen- 
eral Meagher’s  men  will  be  oft*  this  forenoon.  The  senior  officer  has 
orders  from  Meagher  to  proceed  with  these  troops  to  Beaui'ort  and  to 
wait  there  for  his  arrival.  Shall  they  wait  at  Beaufort,  or  shall  each 
load  proceed  from  Beaufort  to  New  Berne"?  General  Schofield’s  orders 
say  that  Meagher’s  Provisional  Division  will ‘‘move  to  Beaufort,  and 
thence  by  rail  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  and  join  the  command  of  General 
Palmer,  to  whom  General  Meagher  will  report,  on  his  arrival  at  Beau- 
fort, for  further  orders.”  There  are  about  200  convalescents  and  strag- 
glers in  Camp  Parole  belonging  to  Twenty- third  Corps. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Chap.  LIX.] 


317 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

Annapolis,  February  5,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

(Eeceived  2 p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

The  Catawba  and  Alhambra  are  getting  under  way,  1,932  men  on 
board,  making  in  all  2,167  of  his  [Meagher’s]  men  that  have  been  started ; 
800  men  are  on  the  steamer  New  York,  and  I understand  that  1,000  are 
now  en  route  from  Baltimore.  We  do  not  know  how  many  more  are 
at  Baltimore. 

BOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  5,  1865 — i p.  m, 

Maj.  Iv.  N.  Scott, 

Annapolis : 

Y"ou  will  direct,  in  my  name,  the  commanding  officer  on  each  trans- 
port to  report  by  telegraph  to  General  Palmer  at  New  Berne,  and  to 
proceed  to  that  place  by  railroad  as  rapidly  as  transportation  can  be 
obtained.  No  one  will  Avait  for  General  Meagher’s  arrival,  and  if  such 
orders  have  been  given  they  will  be  countermanded.  New  Berne  is 
the  destination  of  these  troops,  not  Beaufort,  and  there  must  be  no 
unnecessary  delay  at  the  latter  place.  Give  the  proper  orders  to  the 
commander  of  each  transport  without  regard  to  any  orders  of  General 
Meagher. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Annapolis,  February  o,  1865 — i p.  m. 

(Eecewed  5 p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Eight  hundred  and  fifty  men  have  just  arrived  by  railroad  from  Balti- 
more. Have  been  twenty-four  hours  en  route.  Steamer  New  York  will 
be  fitted  up  and  started  as  soon  as  possible.  In  addition  to  his  own 
brigade.  Colonel  Casement  took  about  100  stragglers  and  conAmlescents 
found  here  belonging  to  his  division.  There  are  still  about  200  such 
men  here  belonging  to  Twenty-third  Corps,  and  one  or  tAvo  officers. 

EOBT.  N.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  6‘,  1865, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  Eichmond  Disi)atch  to-day  says  that  a rumor  Avas  current  yes- 
terday that  Sherman  had  reached  and  was  destroying  the  railroad  at 
Midway,  ten  miles  west  of  Branchville.  The  Whig,  liowever,  says  that 
the  rumor  Avas  Avithout  foundation,  as  the  tenor  of  official  dispatches 
received  at  the  War  Department  last  evening  renders  it  certain  that 
such  Avas  not  the  case.  On  Saturday  telegTa[)hic  communication  was 
temporarily  suspended  with  Augusta,  but  Avas  resumed  on  yesterday. 
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Tlie  Whig  remarks  that  a repulse  of  Sherman,  who  is  now  apparently 
presumptuous  on  account  of  his  unimpeded  march  through  Georgia, 
would  work  wonders  in  bringing  the  North  to  its  senses.  The  Confed- 
erate generals  and  the  men  under  their  commands  on  his  front  are 
commissioners  to  whose  pacific  exertions  the  country  may  well  look 
with  anxious  and  prayerful  solicitude.* 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  6,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  11.15  a.  m.) 


Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

^Yasllington  : 

If  Meagher  has  lost  his  men  it  will  be  well  to  send  some  officer  from 
Washington  to  look  after  them  and  relieve  Meagher.  If  he  has  lost 
his  men  it  will  afford  a favorable  pretext  for  doing  what  the  service 
would  have  lost  nothing  by  having  done  long  ago — dismissing  him. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  6’,  1865 — 2.35  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Pohitj  Ya. : 

General  Ord  is  assigned  as  requested.!  Before  your  telegram  to  the 
Secretary,  General  Gillmore  had  been  sent  South  to  relieve  General 
Foster.  I think  his  familiarity  with  that  part  of  the  coast  and  the 
defenses  of  Charleston  render  him  most  suitable  for  that  command.f 

H.  AY.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  aiid  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Hivision  of  the  Mississippi, 

l7i  the  Field,  February  6,  1865. 

Colonel  Poe  : 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  moves  early  to-morrow  on  Lowry’s  Station. 
Please  see  that  the  engineer  regiment  falls  in  with  the  leading  division, 
provided  with  one  wagon  load  of  their  tools  for  destroying  road.  After 
a breach  is  made  I will  give  orders  for  parties  to  work  right  and  left, 
and  desire  the  engineers  to  confine  their  attention  to  the  twist.  The 
two  leading  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  move  without  wagons, 
other  than  ambulances  and  a few  with  cartridges. 

Yours,  ♦S:c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


* For  ])art  of  dispatcli  here  omitted,  see  Vol,  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  414. 
t To  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

t For  ])ortion  of  dispatch  here  omitted,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  415, 
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CowPEN  Ford,  Fehruanj  6‘,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  We  have  possession  of  east  bank  of  the  Little  Salke- 
hatchie  and  the  enemy’s  rifle-pits,  after  a slight  skirmish.  Seven 
bridges  are  destroyed,  but  we  can  repair  them  in  a short  time,  i)robably 
two  hours. 

F.espectfiiily, 

' O.  O.  HOWAFD, 

Major-General. 


Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
to  you  that  upon  further  inspection  he  is  satisfied  that  it  will  take  much 
longer  to  repair  the  bridges  across  the  Little  Salkehatchie  than  stated 
above.  It  will  be  all  we  can  do  to  get  the  command  across  to-day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  STROi^G, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  6,  1865. 

General  Howard: 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  crossing  Little  Salkehatchie,  and  will  move 
out  to  the  forks  of  the  road  marked  Duncanville.  To-morrow  early 
will  move  on  the  railroad  about  Bamberg.  Move  early  on  the  same 
point.  It  has  just  begun  to  rain.  Williams  will  be  at  this  crossing, 
and  I expect  Kilpatrick  to  strike  the  road  about  8 a.  m.  to-morrow 
about  Black ville.  All  well. 

SHEBMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cotvpen  Ford,  S.  C.,  February  6,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  The  march  to-day  has  been  delayed  on  account  of  the 
bridges  at  this  point.  They  were  absolutely  destroyed,  every  stringer 
being  either  burned  or  cut  in  two.  The  longest  bridge  was  sixty-six 
feet  in  length.  Total  amount  rebuilt,  202  feet.  I have  pushed  but  one 
division  over,  keeping  the  other  two  on  this  side.  From  the  former 
reconnaissances  have  been  pushed  out  to  Lemon’s  Greek.  It  took  us 
five  hours  to  rebuild  the  bridges.  Inclosed  please  find  a copy  of  my 
order  of  march  for  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major-  General. 

F.  S. — The  bridges  at  Lemon’s  Greek  and  Swamp  are  reported 
destroyed,  and  some  forc(*,  i)robably  tliat  which  left  here  to-day,  on  the 
other  side. 
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[Inclosnro.] 

Special  ) Headquarters  Department  and 
-Eield  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  33.  ) Cowpen  Ford,  S.  (7.,  February  6,  I860. 

The  niovemeut  for  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7 a.  m.  The  Fifteeiitli 
Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  march  as  rapidly  as 
possible  to  Bamberg,  pass  -the  railroad,  and  take  up  a strong  position 
and  intrench  at  least  two  divisions.  The  Seventeenth  Corjis,  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  push  to  Midway,  cross  the  railroad 
at  that  i)oint,  and  intrench  strongly,  making  a strong  right  flank. 
Department  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Corps.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  second  division  in 
the  order  of  march.  The  trains  to-morrow  night  will  be  closely  and 
carefully  parked.  The  pickets  of  the  two  corps  must  connect.  A 
strong  force  of  pioneers  must  be  kept  at  the  head  of  each  column,  so 
as  to  repair  bridges  and  clear  away  obstructions  with  the  greatest  rapid- 
ity. All  foraging  parties  will  be  kept  well  in  hand,  and  all  straggling 
completely  repressed. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lane’s  Bridge,  February  6,  1865 — 2.40  [p.  wn]. 

General  Howard: 

At  1.30  o’clock  we  drove  the  enemy  from  his  works  on  the  other  bank 
of  Little  Salkehatchie,  and  now  have  possession  of  the  two  roads,  two 
miles  beyond,  leading  to  Bamberg  and  Graham’s,  one  division  occupy- 
ing same.  Will  have  all  my  command  over  the  river  to-night,  but  it 
will  be  late,  as  we  have  to  finish  a bridge  some  100  feet  long.  Will 
take  possession  of  the  crossing  over  the  next  stream  to-night. 
Respectfully, 

J.  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Five  Miles  from  Bamberg,  February  6,  1865. 
General  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps  : 

General:  You  may  make  your  orders  and  march  to-morrow  on 
Lowry’s  Station,  South  Carolina  Railroad,  and  make  a strong  lodgment 
and  break  up  the  road.  Inasmuch  as  the  enemy  must  by  this  time 
have  detected  our  plan,  you  should  be  prepared  for  battle.  You  know 
that  the  Seventeenth  Corps  is  approaching  Midway  by  the  road  from 
Rivers’  Bridge  and  should  now  be  within  eiglit  miles.  You  have  only 
five  miles  to  Bamberg  and  one  to  Lowry’s.  Williams  is  just  behind 
you,  and  Kilpatrick  is  supposed  to  be  at  Barnwell  and  has  orders  to 
strike  the  railroad  about  Blackville  and  turn  to  Bamberg.  Williams 
is  ordered  to  move  straight  on  Graham’s  Station  unless  he  hears  you 
engaged,  when  he  will  turn  to  your  left  flank.  You  had  better  march 
with  two  divisions,  disencumbered  of  all  wagons  save  a few  with  car- 
tridges and  the  ambulances,  and  let  your  train  follow  to  any  point  you 
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may  select  about  Bamberg  or  Lowry’s,  to  be  parked.  As  soon  as  you 
reach  the  railroad  set  to  work  to  destroy  it  eifectually,  viz,  every  rail 
must  be  twisted.  Your  advance  should  push  out  a mile  or  so  beyond 
the  railroad  toward  South  Edisto,  on  the  Cannon’s  Bridge  road.  If 
you  hear  Howard  engaged  lean  toward  Midway,  but  get  the  road 
broken  anyhow.  I will  be  with  you,  but  want  you  to  fight  your  own 
battles,  as  I am  a non-combatant.  The  enemy  ought  to  fight  us,  but  I 
don’t  believe  he  will. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


P.  S. — Have  the  left-hand  road  at  the  church  clear  for  Williams  by 
8 a.  m. 


S. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  ) In  the  Field,  S.  G.,  February  6,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  7th 
instant,  in  the  following  order,  viz : 

1.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Rice  commanding,  with  one  regi- 
ment thrown  in  rear  of  the  battery. 

2.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  who  will 
direct  the  regiments  of  his  command  to  march  by  the  side  of  the  ord- 
nance and  supply  trains  of  the  division,  inclosing  these  trains  if  possi- 
ble. 

3.  Trains  as  follows:  First,  ambulance;  second,  ordnance;  third, 
supply  train  (the  two  latter  to  be  moved  within  the  Second  Brigade 
Infantry,  as  herein  directed) ; fourth,  brigade  trains  in  same  order  as 
brigades. 

4.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  who  will 
keep  the  column  well  closed  up,  bringing  forward  all  stragglers. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C.,  February  6,  1865. 
Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Commanding  Third  Brigade : 

Colonel  : The  road  upon  which  the  troops  will  move  to-morrow  will 
be  the  direct  one  to  Hickory  Hill.  You  will  therefore  countermarch 
your  troops  and  trains,  taking  the  left  at  the  Four  Corners,  about  a 
mile  back. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  34.  i Gowpen  Ford,  S.  C.,  February  6,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith  will  have  the  advance,  and  will 
move  forward  on  the  direct  Midway  road  at  7 a.  m, 
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2.  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8 a.  m. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 a.  m. 

4.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  trains  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  follow  the  troops  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

6.  In  addition  to  his  pioneer  corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  will 
move  near  the  head  of  his  column  two  companies  of  the  pioneer  battalion 
serving  with  him. 

7.  Forage  parties  will  be  kept  well  together  and  all  possible  precau- 
tions taken  to  prevent  straggling. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Millersville  Post-Offiee,  S.  (7.,  February  6,  1865. 

Oapt.  G.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Being  instructed  by  General  Howard,  as  I was  about 
moving  the  division  over,  to  reconnoiter  well  to  the  front  on  the  Mid- 
way road  and  prevent  the  burning  of  any  more  bridges,  I at  once  sent 
out  the  Twelfth  Wisconsin  (Colonel  Proudfit)  and  Captain  Munson,  of 
my  staff.  They  reached  Lemon’s  Swamp,  about  five  miles  out,  after 
dark.  The  four  small  bridges  were  already  in  flames,  and  the  road 
through  the  swamp  obstructed  by  felled  trees.  An  observing  force  of 
the  enemy  appear  to  be  posted  beyond  the  swamp.  The  road  between 
this  and  the  swamp  requires  corduroying  in  several  places.  The 
Twelfth  Wisconsin  is  returning  to  camp.  It  is  said  that  there  is  a 
work  on  this  side  of  the  Edisto  defending  the  railroad  bridge.  No 
other  works  on  the  railroad  between  the  Edisto  and  Midway.  General 
Hardee  was  in  Augusta  last  Thursday. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Six  Miles  North  of  Bobertsville.  8.  C.,  February  6,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  the  road  on  this  side  of  Robertsville  is  good.  General  Geary  will 
get  within  a few  miles  of  Lawtonville  to-night.  There  are  no  supplies 
on  this  road,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  are  any  on  roads  to  the 
left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Field  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  6.  ) Sister'S  Ferry,  8.  0.,  February  6,  1865. 

Movements  for  to-morrow,  February  7 : 

General  Carlin  will  march  from  Brighton,  his  present  position,  by 
the  most  direct  route  to  Lawtonville. 

General  Baird  will  move  from  his  present  position  to  Brighton. 

General  Morgan  will  remain  in  his  present  position  at  Sister’s  Ferry 
until  his  trains  are  properly  loaded.  He  will,  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
relieve  the  battery  of  reserve  artillery  now  in  position  on  the  bank  of 
tlie  river  with  the  battery  attached  to  his  command. 

Major  Houghtaling,  chief  of  artillery,  will  move  his  command  for 
Brighton  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  in  rear  of  Genefal  Baird. 

Colonel  Moore  will  at  once  take  up  his  pontoons  and  move  his  com- 
mand in  the  rear  of  Major  Houghtaling  in  the  morning  to  Brighton. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  to-morrow  night  at  Brighton. 

All  wagons  not  now  loaded  will  remain  and  come  forward  with  Gen- 
eral Morgan’s  command. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sister’’ s Ferry,  S.  C.,  February  6,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  march  at  once,  taking  the 
direct  road  to  Eobertsville ; there  you  will  take  the  left-hand  road 
toward  Brighton,  and  encamp  to-night  at  or  near  that  point.  From 
there  it  is  the  desire  of  the  general  commanding  to  advance  in  the  gen- 
eral direction  of  Barnwell  and  Buford’s  Bridge.  He  desires  you  to 
obtain  all  the  information  possible  in  regard  to  the  two  roads  from 
Brighton  to  those  points  with  a view  to  deciding  which  it  will  be  pref- 
erable for  the  main  column  to  pursue.  You  will  thoroughly  repair  the 
roads  upon  your  line  of  march,  and  in  case  the  pontoons  should  be 
required  send  back  word  immediately. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Little  Sallcehatehie  River,  S.  C.,  February  6, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  toward  Graham’s  Station  on  the  South 
Carolina  Kailroad,  as  follows:  First  Division  at  7 a.  m.  5 Third  Divis- 
ion at  7.30  a.  m.  The  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  with  one 
brigade  of  the  Third  Division,  will  march  unencumbered  in  the  advance. 
The  other  two  brigades  of  the  Third  Division  will  cover  the  whole  corps 
train.  The  trains,  which  to-day  marched  in  rear  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
will  rejoin  their  respective  divisions.  One  battery  of  artillery  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  leading  brigade,  one  in  rear  of  the  center  one  of 
the  advanced  brigades,  one  section  in  rear  of  the  third  of  the  advanced 
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brigades,  and  one  section  near  the  rear  of  the  train.  The  wagons 
belonging  to  the  batteries  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced 
infantry.  This  corps  being  the  extreme  left  of  the  army  makes  it  neces- 
sary that  the  trains  should  be  kex)t  well  closed  up,  and  the  troops  well 
in  hand  and  ready  for  instant  action. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

OHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > . Twentieth  Army  Oorps, 

No.  7.  ; Near  Beech  Brayich,  8.  (7.,  February  6,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m.  Order  of  brigades : 
Third,  First,  Second,  Selfridge’s. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Fisher^  February  6,  1865. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron  : 

Admiral  : The  rebels  at  one  time  had  the  guns  of  Fort  Caswell  in 
casemates  of  wood  to  lire  through  sloping  embrasures,  but  subse- 
quently, doubting  if  these  embrasures  would  stand  navy  fire,  took  the 
guns  out  of  the  main  work  and  placed  them  on  the  covered  way.  The 
question  whether  guns  en  barbette  or  in  embrasure  are  most  service- 
able and  reliable  is  a very  important  one  in  our  harbor  defenses,  and 
General  R.  Delafield,  chief  engineer,  U.  S.  Army,  is  desirous  of  hav- 
ing it  tested  on  the  embrasures  of  Fort  Caswell.  If  you  can  spare  a 
vessel  for  several  hours’  practice  I should  be  happy  to  accompany  it 
and  arrange  with  the  commander  the  details  of  the  experiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier -General.,  Chief  Engmeer. 


Circular,  ) Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  2.  ) Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  1865. 

Commissioned  officers  at  Hilton  Head  and  Beaufort,  en  route  for 
Sherman’s  army,  will  forthwith  report  in  person  to  Brig.  Gen.  Henry 
Prince,  at  Hilton  Head,  for  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assis.tant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  DepartjMent  of  the  South, 

Focotaligo,  8.  C.,  February  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  The  enemy  have  evacuated  their  works  at  Salkehatchie 
bridge.  I am  rebuilding  the  turnpike  bridge,  and  will  cross  a column 
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to-morrow  morning  and  move  toward  Asliepoo.  I have  also  crossed  at 
Combahee  Ferry  and  occupy  the  causeway  for  about  half  a mile  from 
the  river.  There  is  in  the  works  there  some  artillery  and  some  militia. 
We  will  drive  them  out  to-morrow.  The  troops  that  have  been  occu- 
pying the  works  at  Salkehatchie  was  a brigade  of  South  Carolina 
veterans,  who  came  from  Eichmond.  They  formerly  belonged  to  Early’s 
army 5 were  in  Eichmond  a few  Aveeks;  came  here  three  weeks  ago. 
They  marched  toward  Charleston,  on  the  dirt  road.  A pass  from  a 
deserter  states  that  he  will  rejoin  his  company  at  Adams’  Eun,  a point 
between  the  Ashepoo  and  the  Edisto. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligoj  8.  0.,  February  1865. 

Captain  Mesereau, 

Chief  of  Artillery : 

Captain:  You  will  move  with  two  Napoleons  in  rear  of  cavalry  to- 
morrow morning  at  8.30  o’clock  on  the  Salkehatchie  road,  taking  two 
days’  rations  and  forage. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut..,  Fifty -fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  Fehrtiary  6',  1865. 

The  One  hundred  and  second  Eegiment  H.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  the 
Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  Hallowell,  will 
move  from  camp  to-morrow  morning  at  8 o’clock,  taking  two  days’ 
rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  The  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers  Avill  move  down  the  railroad  to  the  Salke- 
hatchie bridge  and  cross.  The  One  hundred  and  second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  will  move  down  the  Union  road,  on  which  our  advance  pickets 
are  now  stationed,  to  the  railroad  and  cross  the  river. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  8.  C.,  February  6‘,  1865. 

MaJ.  M.  F.  Webster, 

Commanding  Battalion,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 

Major:  You  will  move  Avith  all  your  available  men  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  8 o’clock,  passing  through  the  old  Pocotaligo  fort  and  down 
Salkehatchie  road  to  the  bridge  across  the  river.  You  Avill  take  two 
days’  rations  and  forage. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut,,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island^  S.  (7.,  February  6,  1865, 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistajit  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  the  South: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  suggest  that  a small  num- 
ber of  marine  boat  howitzers  (Dahlgren)  would  be  exceedingly  valuable 
in  this  command.  If  this  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  and  the  howitzers  can  be  obtained  from  the  navy  depot 
at  Hilton  Head,  I would  request  that  they  be  sent  up  here  with  the 
requisite  supply  of  ammunition  (shell  and  canister)  as  soon  as  possible. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island^  February  6^  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding j Morris  Island^  S.  C. : 

Colonel:  The  section  of  Third  New  York  Artillery  will  bo  held  in 
readiness  after  dusk  to-morrow  evening  at  the  dock  for  transportation 
across  the  inlet  to  Folly  Island,  S.  C.  They  will  take  with  them  one 
wagon,  three  days’  rations,  and  forage.  They  wall  proceed  to  the  site 
of  the  former  headquarters  of  General  Gillmore,  where  they  will  cam[) 
and  await  further  orders,  taking  the  precaution  to  choose  a spot  where 
they  cannot  be  perceived  by  the  enemy’s  lookout  on  James  Island. 
Lieutenant  Quinn,  commanding  Fort  Shaw,  will  designate  a sergeant 
to  be  sent  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning  to  Folly  Island,  where 
the  indicated  locality  will  be  pointed  out  to  him. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island^  S.  C.,  February  6,  1865. 

Colonel  Kozlay, 

Commanding  Post,  Folly  Island^  S.  C. : 

Colonel  : You  will  comply  with  your  orders  relative  to  the  lauding 
of  the  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  as  soon  as  practicable.  Should  Colo- 
nel Fox  refuse  to  obey  you  you  will  immediately  idace  him  under  arrest 
and  give  the  command  of  the  regiment  to  another  officer. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  6.  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Beceived  12.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Steamer  New  York  getting  under  way  with  1,500  men.  There  are 
000  on  steamer  Ariel.  All  of  Aleagher’s  battalions  have  arrived, 
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except  oue  that  was  frozen  up  at  mouth  of  Kanawha  Kiver.  That  one 
is  expected  to  arrive  at  Baltimore  in  a day  or  two.  Shall  the  Ariel 
wait  for  them  or  sail  at  once  as  Meagher  proposes?  I have  counter- 
manded Meagher’s  orders  for  troops  to  wait  for  him  at  Beaufort. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  6^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  12  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I have  just  learned  that  700  men  in  all  of  Twenty-third  Corps  have 
been  turned  over  to  provost- marshal  at  this  point.  It  will  be  difficult 
to  keep  these  men  here.  The  barracks  that  they  now  occupy  will  be 
required  for  1,000  exchanged  prisoners  who  are  expected  here  to-mor- 
row morning.  If  the  Ariel  is  to  leave  partially  filled  with  men  she 
can  leave  immediately.  There  is  great  uncertainty  as  to  arrival  of 
battalion  alluded  to  this  morning  as  being  behind.  General  Meagher 
could  give  me  no  information  last  night. 

ROBT.  N.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  6^  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  R.  K.  Scott,  Annapolis.,  Md.: 

If  not  enough  of  General  Meagher’s  men  to  fill  up  Ariel,  put  on  the 
stragglers  of  the  Twenty-third  Oor^is,  with  orders  to  first  land  Meagher’s 
men  at  Beaufort  and  then  the  men  of  Twenty -third  Corps  at  Fort 
Fisher  or  Cape  Fear  River.  See  that  the  Ariel  is  supplied  for  the 
additional  voyage. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Annapolis,  Md.,  February  1865. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Enough  stragglers  are  in  to  make  800  men  on  board  steamer  Ariel, 
aud  I have  sent  her  off.  The  only  transport  left  (the  Glaucus)  is  loaded 
with  forage,  and  it  will  take  two  or  three  days  to  unload  her.  There 
are  no  other  troops  here  than  those  of  Twenty-third  Corps  alluded  to 
in  former  dispatch. 

R.  N.  SCOTT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  6 1865— 4.28  p.  m. 
.Maj.  R.  K.  Scott,  Annapolis,  Md. : 

The  men  and  officers  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  will  join  the  divisions 
of  the  corps  here.  The  men  of  Meagher’s  command  as  they  arrive  will 
go  into  barracks  there  and  await  transportation.  You  can  return  by 
Baltimore. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  Eichmond  Dispatch  to-day  says: 


City  Point,  February  7,  1865. 


We  have  no  official  intelligence  of  importance  from  South  Carolina.  The  reports 
of  the  flanking  of  our  forces  at  Branchville  and  the  capture  of  that  place  by  Sher- 
man are  contradicted  hy  official  advices,* 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Lowry Station,  S.  0.,  February  7,  1865. 

Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C.: 

We  are  on  the  South  Carolina  road,  at  Midway,  and  will  break  fifty 
miles,  from  Edisto  toward  Augusta,  and  then  cross  toward  Columbia. 
Weather  is  bad  and  country  full  of  water.  This  'cause  may  force  me 
to  turn  against  Charleston.  I have  ordered  Foster  to  move  Hatch  up 
to  the  Edisto,  about  Jacksonborough  and  Willstown.  Also  to  make 
that  lodgment  about  Bull’s  Bay.  Watch  Charleston  close.  I think 
Davis  will  order  it  to  be  abandoned,  lest  he  lose  its  garrison  as  well  as 
guns.  We  are  all  well  and  the  enemy  retreats  before  us.  Send  word 
to  New  Berne  that  you  have  heard  from  me,  and  the  probabilities  are 
that  high  waters  may  force  me  to  the  coast  before  I reach  North  Caro- 
lina, but  to  keep  Wilmington  busy. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry^s,  February  7,  1865. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing,  Midway  : 

General:  We  are  on  the  road  here  and  will  get  to  work  at  once 
westward.  Be  careful  to  instruct  each  rail  to  be  twisted,  even  if  it 
takes  more  time.  I want  you,  if  possible,  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn 
his  own  bridge  across  Edisto  at  the  railroad  crossing,  also  at  Walker’s 
Bridge.  From  here  we  will  move  westward  some  fifty  miles.  Dispose 
of  your  trains  accordingly. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- Genera  I,  Com  m an  ding . 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midtvay,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Your  note  is  just  received.  General  Blair  sent  a recon- 
naissance to  Cannon’s  Bridge  this  evening,  and  found  that  the  enemy 
had  destroyed  the  larger  and  one  of  the  smaller  bridges,  and  withdrawn 
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to  tlie  otlier  side  of  the  river.  The  other  smaller  bridge  can  be 
destroyed  at  any  time.  A reconnaissance  was  also  sent  to  the  railroad 
bridge,  but  it  has  not  been  heard, from.  It  is  understood,  however, 
tliat  the  enemy  lias  had  it  prepared  to  be  destroyed  for  several  days 
[last.  At  daylight  to-morrow  morning  I will  send  a force  to  Walker^s 
Bridge.  Prisoners  from  S.  D.  Lee’s  corps  say  that  Hood  went  through 
to  Kichmond  on  a train.  I write  you  before  hearing  from  the  other 
reconnaissance,  thinking  that  you  might  wish  to  modify  General 
Logan’s  order  to  move  on  Cannon’s  Bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway^  S.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  General  Blair’s  head  of  column  reached  here  about  2 p. 
m.  He  found  three  large  bridges  destroyed  and  the  roads  made  hor- 
rible by  the  rain,  so  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  up  the  trains,  though 
the  obstructions  have  been  removed,  the  bridges  rebuilt,  and  the  troops 
are  getting  through.  I have  two  prisoners  from  Palmer’s  brigade,  Ste- 
venson’s division,  Lee’s  corps.  They  don’t  know  whether  their  whole 
division  is  through  to  Augusta  or  not.  A part  of  it  is  at  Branchville. 
Please  open  communication  by  telegraph,  as  the  wires  are  in  order.  A 
prisoner  from  Hampton’s  command  wants  to  see  you,  and  I send  him 
up.  Your  dispatch  is  just  translated.  I will  comply  with  your  request. 
How  much  time  can  you  afford  me  to  do  tlie  work  in  this  vicinity 
before  moving 

Yery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Loivrfs,  February  7,  1865. 


General  Howard: 


I have  just  received  your  note.  We  will  stay  here  all  day  to-morrow 
and  until  I can  get  all  the  army  up  within  ordering  distance.  Williams 
is  at  Graham’s,  so  we  have  full  i)ossession  of  the  road  for  fifteen  miles. 
Break  to  the  river  good  and  burn  the  bridge,  if  possible.  Its  guard  is 
shiall ; only  a part  of  Lee’s  corps  has  come ; we  have  divided  the  enemy. 
1 do  not  propose  to  cross  Edisto  until  we  are  up  abreast  of  Blackville 
and  W^liite  Pond  or  Windsor.  Put  in  a good  day’s  work  to-morrow 
and  have  an  inspector-general  to  see  that  every  rail  is  bent  around  a 
post  or  is  twisted  by  the  process  a la  Poe. 

Logan  will  maneuver  on  Cannon’s  Bridge  and  Williams  will  on 
Binnaker’s.  I want  all  these  broken  or  burned  good. 

Yours, 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- G enteral,  Co77imandmg. 
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Graham’s,  S.  C., 
February  7,  1865. 


Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding j <&c. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  propose  that  if  the  troops  of  your 
army  be  required  to  discontinue  burning  the  houses  of  our  citizens  I 
will  discontinue  burning  cotton.  As  an  earnest  of  the  good  faith  in 
which  my  proposition  is  tendered  I leave  at  this  place  about  300  bales 
cotton  unburned,  worth,  in  New  York,  over  a quarter  of  a million,  and 
in  our  currency  one  million  and  a half.  I trust  my  having  commenced 
will  cause  you  to  use  your  influence  to  insure  the  acceptance  of  the 
proposition  by  your  whole  army.  I trust  that  you  will  not  deem  it 
improper  for  me  to  ask  that  you  will  require  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  discontinue  the  wanton  destruction  of  property  not  neces- 
sary for  their  sustenance. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General^  C.  8.  Army. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg j 8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I effected  a lodg- 
ment on  the  railroad  at  9.30  a.  ni.;  that  I have  four  brigades  in  camp, 
covering  the  Cannon’s  Bridgev  road  and  the  approaches  to  the  Edisto 
River,  with  two  brigades  tearing  up  railroad.  The  otker  division  is 
moving  into  camp,  covering  the  trains. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway^  8.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  is  very  much  pleased  that 
you  did  your  work  so  quickly  to-day.  General  Blair  had  three  large 
bridges  to  build,  very  bad  obstructions  to  clear  away,  and  will  have  at 
least  a third  of  the  way  to  corduroy.  The  enemy  seem  to  have  a little 
force  from  Virginia,  a little  from  Hood,  almost  a division,  but  his 
troops  do  not  seem  to  be  concentrated,  being  at  Columbia,  Branch- 
ville,  Augusta,  and  probably  still  at  Charleston.  A great  many  barri- 
cades were  made  across  the  road,  but  they  were  all  abandoned  before 
our  approach. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Chief  Enoineer’s  Office, 
Lowryhj  8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps^  Loivryh: 

General  : In  order  that  all  our  working  forces  may  be  directed  to  the 
best  advantange  in  destroying  railroads,  I would  respectfully  request 
you  to  order  as  follows  to  the  troops  under  your  command,  viz,  that 
“the  infantry  details  shall  tear  up  the  track  and  pile  the  superstructure 
after  this  manner:  Three  ties  in  the  roadbed  as  they  lie,  one  tie  across 
these  at  each  end,  at  right  angles;  six  ties  crosswise  with  these  (right 
angles)  with  intervals  to  allow  their  being  fired;  then  the  iron  laid  on 
top,  parallel  with  the  railroad,  and  kindling  wood  and  surplus  ties  on 
top  of  all.  The  piles  to  be  fired  by  the  infantry  details,  and  the  heated 
iron  will  then  be  twisted  by  the  engineer  troops.  The  piles  should  be 
about  thirty-five  feet  apart.”  By  systematizing  in  this  way  the  engi- 
neer regiment  can  twist  all  the  iron  that  can  be  taken  up  by  your 
corps. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 

Brevet  Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  38.  3 Bamberg^  8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

*###*** 

III.  The  interests  of  the  service  require  that  hereafter  all  flour  or 
meal  obtained  from  the  country  by  forage  or  other  details  should  be 
turned  in  to  the  division  commissaries,  and  by  them  regularly  issued  as 
a part  of  the  ration.  Division  commanders  are  charged  with  the  pro- 
mulgation and  enforcement  of  this  order. 

IV.  Instances  of  pillaging  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  general 
commanding.  The  practice  is  disgraceful  in  the  extreme.  No  man 
will  be  permitted  to  enter  an  occupied  dwelling  house  or  molest  in  any 
way  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  particularly  are  they  forbidden 
from  wantonly  taking  the  few  rags  belonging  to  the  poor  negroes,  who 
have  in  so  many  instances  befriended  our  soldiers  on  their  escape  from 
rebel  prisons.  This  order  will  be  read  to  every  regiment,  battery,  and 
detachment  in  the  command,  and  every  man  found  disobeying  the  same 
will  be  arrested  and  punished  in  such  manner  as  may  seem  best  to  his 
division  commander,  who  will  please  report  the  fact  of  the  arrest  and 
])unishment  after  both  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

**#**## 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Ansistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Lowryhj  February  7, 1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  8econd  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  You  will  please  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt 
of  this  have  one  of  your  brigades  make  a reconnaissance  as  far  as  Can- 
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non’s. Bridge,  if  practicable,  the  object  being  to  discover  whether  the 
bridge  is  burned  or  not,  what  force  of  the  enemy  is  there,  and  in  what 
position,  and  how  much  work  will  be  necessary  to  effect  a crossing. 
Captain  Klostermann,  corps  engineer  officer,  will  accompany  the  brigade. 
Your  brigade,  which  is  now  on  the  railroad,  can  be  withdrawn  and 
ordered  to  camp.  You  will  please  make  a report  of  the  reconnaissance 
promptly,  if  possible. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Logan : 

L.  E.  YOEKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg j S.  0.,  February  7,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Oliver, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 
General  : In  accordance  with  a request  from  Major-General  Howard, 
the  general  commanding  desires  you  to  destroy  a mile  and  a half  of  rail- 
road from  Bamberg  toward  Midway  and  the  Edisto  River. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Hichory  Hill,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

[General  Sherman:] 

Dear  General:  I know  not  how  anxious  you  may  be  to  have  me 
with  you,  but  I assure  you  not  more  so  than  I am.  Our  roads  have 
proven  execrable.  I worked  all  one  day  on  a swamp  about  three  and 
a half  miles  long.  If  I can  get  this  bridge  done  to-day  I will  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  join  you  day  after  to-morrow,  if  you  are  not  too 
far  from  me.  Please  let  me  know  of  your  whereabouts  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  reception  of  this.  Slocum  is  to-day  about  Duck 
Branch  Post-Office  with  Geary;  Davis  is — God  knows  where,  for  the 
roads  are  such  I have  no  doubt  he  is  nearer  the  infernal  regions  than 
he  ever  was  before.  I hope  you  have  a few  green  leaves  of  all  the  fresh 
wreaths  you  are  winning  left  for 
Devotedly,  yours, 

CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Loivrfs,  February  7,  1865. 

General  Corse  : 

Dear  General:  We  are  on  the  railroad  and  the  enemy  has 
retreated  across  the  Edisto.  After  crossing  the  Little  Salkehatchie 
you  had  better  send  forward  an  officer  to  report,  as  you  will  save  dis- 
tance by  moving  to  the  northwest,  as  I propose  breaking  up  a wide 
gap  in  this  road  from  Edisto  toward  Augusta.  This  column  meets  no 
resistance  worth  mentioning.  The  Seventeenth  Corps,  or  Mower’s 
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divisiou,  liad  a smart  fight  to  secure  Kivers’  Bridge  across  Big  Salke- 
hatchie  and  whipped  the  enemy  handsomely.  Boads  are  bad  and  water 
abundant,  above,  below,  and  all  around. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major-General. 


Special  1 Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  ) In  the  Field.,  8,  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
8th  instant,  in  the  following  order,  on  the  road  to  Bivers’  Bridge, 
viz:  First.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes,  commanding  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry,  as  an  advance.  Second.  Second  Brigade  Infantry, 
Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with  one  regiment  thrown  in  rear  of 
Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery,  which  will  invariably  move  within 
the  advance  brigade.  Third.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut 
commanding,  who  will  extend  his  regiments  to  inclose  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  ordnance  and  supply  trains,  the  troops  marching  by  the 
side  of  same.  Fourth.  Trains  in  same  order  as  to-day,  viz:  1st,  ambu- 
lancej  2d,  ordnance;  3d,  supply  train;  4th,  brigade  trains  in  the  same 
order  as  brigades.  Fifth.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Bice  com- 
manding. The  troops  and  trains  will  be  prompt,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  no  delay  in  moving  out  on  the  road  at  the  hour  designated. 

Commanding  officers  will  give  their  j[)ersonal  attention  to  preventing 
all  soldiers  from  leaving  their  commands  or  foraging,  except  they  be 
properly  detailed,  as  heretofore  directed. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEBTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway,  8.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
General  Logan  is  now  engaged  destroying  the  railroad.  He  has  been 
instructed  to  destroy  it  as  far  down  as  half  way  between  this  place 
and  Bam.berg.  He  wishes  you  to  commence  at  as  early  an  hour  as 
possible  to-morrow  morning  and  destroy  it,  twisting  every  rail  from 
the  point  to  which  General  Logan  will  come  down  to  the  bridge  over 
the  Edisto. 

Y ery  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  35.  \ Midivay,  8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

I.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  one  brigade  and  one  section  of  artillery  of  his  command  at  day- 
light to-morrow  morning  toward  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Edisto 
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Kiver,  and  if  the  bridge  is  not  already  burned  he  will  make  such  dem- 
onstrations as  will  cause  the  enemy  to  destroy  it,  or,  if  practicable, 
destroy  it  himself.  He  will  then  destroy  the  railroad  from  the  bridge, 
or  as  near  as  practicable  to  it,  to  a point  three  mi  les  and  a half  this 
side. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
forward  the  brigade  of  his  command  at  Little  Salkehatchie  Kiver  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning  and  encamp  at  the  saw  mill  half  a mile 
south  of  this  point,  where  two  brigades  of  General  Mower’s  command 
are  now  encamped. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  cause 
one  brigade  of  his  command  to  be  moved  to  this  point  from  the  saw- 
mill at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  and  set  at  work  destroying  the  railroad,  com- 
mencing at  the  depot  and  working  to  a point  one  mile  and  a half  west 
of  here.  As  soon  as  the  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  has  reached 
the  saw-mill  he  will  move  the  brigade  remaining  there  to  this  point, 
and  cause  it  to  destroy  from  the  depot  east  a distance  of  two  miles. 

4.  The  destruction  of  the  road  must  be  complete.  Every  tie  must 
be  burned  and  every  rail  twisted. 

General  Sherman  intends  to  have  the  road  inspected  by  the  inspec- 
tor-general’s department  after  the  work  is  done. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P,  Blair: 

0.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway^  S.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  the  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry  was  ordered  to  the 
railroad  bridge,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beach  commanding  reports  as 
follows : 

He  moved  his  regiment  to  the  bridge,  exchanged  a few  shots  with 
the  enemy,  who  immediately  tired  the  bridge.  He  then  returned  to 
camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  — . ) Midtvay,  8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  corps  headquarters,  the  Third 
Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap  commanding,  and  one  section  of 
First  Minnesota  Battery  will  move  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning 
toward  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Edisto  Kiver,  and  if  the  bridge  is  not 
already  burned  he  will  make  such  demonstrations  as  will  cause  the 
enemy  to  destroy  it,  or,  if  practicable,  destroy  it  himself.  He  will  then 
thoroughly  destroy  the  railroad  three  miles  and  a half  this  side,  burn- 
ing every  tie  and  twisting  every  rail.  Further  orders  will  be  furnished 
him  before  the  completion  of  the  work. 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Brio.,  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

February  7,  1865. 

lu  pursuance  of  tlie  within  order,  this  command  will  move  at  7 a.  m. 
to-morrow.  The  pickets  of  the  Sixteenth  Iowa  will  remain  where  they 
are  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Belknap : 

O.  D.  KINSMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Lowry^s^  February  7,  1865. 

General  Slocum, 

On  the  Road  : 

General:  We  are  on  the  railroad  and  the  enemy  has  retreated 
across  the  Edisto.  I propose  to  break  up  road  westward,  so  you  may 
let  Geary  join  Williams  about  Graham’s,  and  let  Davis  take  any  road 
you  may  prefer  to  the  left  to  reach  the  neighborhood  of  Blackville.  You 
may  send  that  corps  (Fourteenth)  through  Barnwell  for  the  sake  of 
forage.  We  find  plenty,  but  I fear  we  leave  little  behind  us.  Weather 
is  villainous,  but  we  can’t  help  it  and  must  do  the  best  we  can.  Send 
back  to  Ooosawhatchie  fort,  or  any  other  point  you  may  think  best, 
the  inclosed  cipher  messages  to  General  Foster  and  Admiral  Dahl- 
gren.*  Send  by  several  messengers  and  by  secure  roads. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN^, 

Ilajor- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  7.  ( Brighton^  8.  C.,  February  7, 1865. 

The  corps  will  move  upon  the  Salkehatchie  River  as  follows: 

General  Carlin  will  remain  in  his  iiresent  position  at  or  near  Lawton - 
ville  until  he  is  joined  by  the  other  trains  of  the  command  under  the 
charge  of  Captain  Remington,  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition 
trains  under  Major  Houghtaling,  and  pontoon  train  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Moore.  He  will  then  take  charge  of  the  entire  train  of  the 
corj)s,  and  at  once  move  by  the  most  direct  and  practicable  roads,  via 
Duck  Branch  Post-Office  and  Angley’s  Post-Office,  upon  Buford’s 
Bridge  across  the  Salkehatchie  River,  which  point  he  will  endeavor  to 
reach  as  soon  as  practicable.  There  he  will  receive  further  orders. 

General  Baird,  sending  his  trains  to  report  to  General  Carlin,  will 
march  to-morrow  a.  m.  with  two  companies  of  the  pontoniers  (which 
will  be  sent  to  report  to  him  by  Colonel  Moore)  and  a battery  of  artil- 
lery, by  the  most  direct  road  to  Ingrain’s,  near  which  point  he  will 
encamp  to-morrow  night.  He  will  thoroughly  repair  the  roads  as  he 
passes  over  them. 

General  Morgan  will  march  early  to-morrow  a.  m.  from  his  present 
position  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  via  this  point,  and  here  detaching  his  trains, 
to  report  to  General  Carlin,  will  follow  General  Baird. 

^See  Sherman  to  Dahlgreu,  p.  328,  and  Sherman  to  Foster,  p.  338. 


336  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

Major  Houglitaliiig,  detachiug  one  battery  with  orders  to  report  to 
General  Baird,  will  move  the  remainder  of  his  command  at  7 a.  m. 
to-morrow,  and  will  report  to  General  Carlin  at  Lawtonville. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  with  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions 
antil  a junction  is  effected. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  General  Davis  that  I shall 
take  the  right-hand  road  from  this  to  Lawtonville  in  consequence  of 
the  rain.  The  streams  on  the  left-hand  road  are  more  numerous  than 
on  the  right-hand  road,  but  they  are  both  good  roads  so  far  as  I can 
learn.  Forage  is  more  abundant  on  the  left-hand  road.  ' Ordinarily  I 
would  prefer  the  left-hand  or  Augusta  road,  and  it  would  probably  be 
the  best  for  the  main  column. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CAELIN, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Brighton^  8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865 — 4.30  x).  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  forward 
from  the  ferry  to  this  point,  on  the  left-hand  or  direct  road  (the  road 
taken  by  him  this  afternoon).  It  is  better  than  the  other  road,  but 
will  need  a good  deal  of  working  before  your  trains  can  pass  over  rap- 
idly. The  worst  part  of  the  road  is  about  two  miles  from  the  ferry  and 
about  half  a mile  in  length.  The  bearer  will  remain  with  you  and  give 
you  more  definite  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■ A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

^ Hayilterry  Cross-Roads,  February  7,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Army  of  Georgia : 

General:  My  advance  is  within  two  miles  of  the  railroad.  My 
column  is  badly  stretched  out,  owing  to  the  swollen  condition  of  the 
streams.  I have  tliree  brigades  in  hand  and  shall  move  on  the  railroad 
at  once,  and  shall  bring  up  my  whole  command  to  that  point  to-night. 
1 am  satisfied  from  the  report  of  prisoners  that  there  is  nothing  but  one 
brigade  of  cavalry  (perhaps  more)  in  my  front.  Tliej’^  are  withdrawing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  2lajor- General,  Commanding. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

l^ear  Graham’s  Station^  S,  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

This  command  will  spend  the  day  to-morrow  destroying  the  railroad. 

The  troops  of  the  First  Division  will  move  at  7 a.  m.  to  Graham^s 
Station,  and  commence  the  destruction  of  the  road  there,  working  west. 
The  Third  Division  will  commence  at  this  point,  and  work  toward  Gra- 
ham^s  Station.  The  work  must  be  thoroughly  donej  each  rail  so 
destroyed  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  use  it  again.  The  trains  will  be 
left  at  this  point,  and  General  Ward  will  detail  two  regiments  to  remain 
with  them  as  guards.  Corps  headquarters  will  be  at  Graham’s  Station 
to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  ' 

In  the  Fields  Lowry’s  Station,  February  7,  1865. 

General  Geary  : 

We  are  on  the  railroad  here.  Williams  took  the  road  at  Duncanville 
for  Graham’s.  Our  maps  are  right,  and  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in 
following  him.  It  is  the  straight  or  left-hand  road,  about  two  miles 
out  from  Little  Salkehatchie.  Howard  is  at  Midway  and  the  Edisto. 
Enemy  has  retreated  across  the  Edisto. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wino,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Coosawhatchie  Swamp,  February  7,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  to-morrow  morning  by  at  least  6 o’clock,  and  that  you 
reach  and  cross  Buford’s  Bridge  to-morrow  if  possible.  He  has  infor- 
mation that  General  Sherman  has  reached  a point  where  he  cannot 
do  without  us,  and  is  awaiting  our  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Blaclcville,  S.  G.,  February  7,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
[Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding : ] 

General  : I crossed  Salkehatchie  at  2 p.  m.  yesterday  with  little 
opposition.  We  drove  a rebel  cavalry  brigade  out  of  and  occupied 
this  place  at  1 p.  m.  to-day.  Wheeler  was  near  Graham’s  last  night. 
I learn  now  that  a large  portion  of  his  force  is  between  me  and  the 
Edisto.  I will  remain  here  until  morning,  destroying  track,  and  then 
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inarcti  to  Graham’s  or  direct  on  Duncanville.  At  any  moment  you 
desire  I can  drive  Wheeler  into  the  Edisto,  and  I think  save  any  bridge 
you  may  name.  Yesterday  about  200  rebels  made  an  effort  to  hold  the 
Salkehatchie  till  the  bridge  was  burnt,  but  the  Ninety-second  Illinois 
dismounted,  charged  over  the  bridge,  ail  on  lire,  drove  off  the  rebels, 
and  saved  the  bridge.  I only  mention  this  to  show  you  the  spirit  of 
my  men. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Loivry^s  Station, 

SoutJi  Carolina  Railroad,  February  7,  1865, 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General  : Your  note  of  2 p.  m^is  received.  We  are  all  on  the  road 
and  will  break  road  all  to-morrow,  and  then  move  up  toward  Augusta. 
You  can  remain  where  you  are  and  try  and  secure  the  bridge  at  the 
head  of  Young’s  Island.  I will  pass  the  Edisto  above  that  point  and 
as  high  as  Guignard’s  Bridge.  Make  a good  break  whilst  you  are  about 
it.  If  you  feel  confident  you  may  move  up  the  road,  making  occasional 
breaks,  and  meet  us  on  your  return  about  White  Pond  in  two  days  after 
to  morrow.  I will  order  Davis’  corps  to  come  round  through  Barnwell 
to  White  Pond  or  Windsor.  Don’t  risk  much,  but  keep  your  horses 
and  men  well  in  hand. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Co^nmandmg, 


Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Lowry^s  Station,  February  7,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Hilton  Head: 

We  are  on  therailroad  at  Midway ; weather  bad,  waters  high,  and  roads 
bad.  These  may  force  me  to  turn  against  Charleston  before  crossing 
the  Santee.  Enemy  have  retreated  east  and  north  across  the  Edisto. 
We  will  break  up  fifty  miles  of  this  road  toward  Augusta  and  then 
move  over  toward  Columbia.  Watch  Charleston  close  and  threaten  at 
Bull’s  Bay.  Hatch’s  force  should  now  get  across  to  the  Edisto  about 
Jacksonborough  and  Willstowu.  Slocum  is  not  yet  up. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  Generul,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  14.  ) Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

The  major-general  commanding  being  compelled  by  wounds  to  relin- 
quish for  the  present  the  command  of  the  department,  takes  this 
opportunity  to  express  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Coast  Division, 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


339 


under  Brig.  Geu.  John  P.  Hatch,  his  approbation  of  their  good  conduct 
during  the  operations  on  the  line  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Kail- 
road  since  November  last. 

At  the  battle  of  Honey  Hill,  on  November  30,  although  unsuccessful 
in  the  attempt  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  forts,  the  division  still  main- 
tained the  fight  with  unwavering  steadiness  during  the  day,  and  retired 
from  the  field  after  nightfall  in  good  order  and  unpursued.  Their  losses 
attest  alik#  their  courage  and  discipline. 

At  Deveaux’s  Neck,  near  the  Coosawhatchie  turnpike,  on  December  6, 
tlie  advance,  in  number  much  inferior  to  the  opposing  force,  met  the 
rebels  in  an  open  field,  and  drove  them  from  the  ground,  captured  one 
flag,  forced  them  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded 
in  our  hands,  and  thus  occupied  a position  from  which  the  railroad 
was  under  the  easy  fire  of  our  guns. 

On  December  9 the  skirmish  line  forced  its  way  to  within  a few  yards 
of  the  railroad  and  the  forts  which  guarded  it,  remaining  there  under  a 
most  galling  fire  until  an  opening  had  been  cut  through  the  woods 
between  our  batteries  and  the  road,  and  thus  perfected  the  work  so 
gallantly  begun  upon  the  6th. 

The  division  has  obeyed  all  orders  promptly  and  cheerfully,  and  since 
its  co-operative  movements  with  General  Sherman’s  army  has  vigilantly 
watched  the  enemy  at  its  front,  has  promptly  seized  each  fortified 
position  upon  the  first  indication  of  a proposed  AvithdraAval  on  the  part 
of  the  rebels,  and  has  thus  inspired  the  commanding  general  with  the 
belief  that  it  will  continue  to  do  faithfully  and  well  the  work  allotted  to 
it  in  the  great  campaign  which  is  being  prosecuted  in  South  Carolina. 

To  Brigadier-Generals  Hatch  and  Potter,  who  have  commanded  this 
force,  and  to  all  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  them,  the  major- 
general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  for  the  past  and  his  earnest 
wishes  for  their  continued  success. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligo,  C.,  February  7, 1865, 

Col.  N.  Hauohton, 

Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers : 

Colonel:  We  have  advanced  to-day  two  miles  and  a half  or  three 
miles  on  the  railroad,  and  a little  farther  on  the  turniiike,  and 
intrenched  for  the  night,  but  understanding  that  tliere  are  some  vet- 
eran troops  in  front  of  us,  1 have  concluded  that  we  need  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio.  If  at  daybreak  the  enemy  have  not  evacuated  the  works 
in  your  front,  move  by  the  shortest  route  to  the  Salkehatchie  bridge, 
where  you  will  receive  orders  from  me.  If  the  enemy  have  evacuated 
at  that  hour  follow  them  up  cautiously,  and  communicate  the  informa- 
tion to  me  at  Pocotaligo.  Direct  tlie  One  hundred  and  seventh  Ohio 
to  move  by  the  shortest  road,  which  will  be  up  the  river  from  the 
church  to  tlie  intrenchments  at  the  railroad  depot. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division, 
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Hdqks.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Pocotaligoj  S.  0.,  February  7,  1865, 

Col.  W.  W.  Marple, 

Thirty-fourth  TJ.  8.  Colored  Troops : 

Colonel  : By  direction  of  the  brigadier- general  commanding,  yon 
will  move  to -night,  leaving  two  companies  in  your  present  camp.  At 
daybreak  to-morrow  morning  you  will  relieve  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio, 
which  has  other  orders.  You  will  keep  your  pickets  welt  advanced, 
and  if  the  enemy  evacuate  the  forts  in  your  front  you  will  occupy  them 
immediately,  putting  their  present  rear  in  condition  of  defense.  You 
will  communicate  to  these  headquarters  at  least  three  times  in  each 
twenty-four  hours.  The  four  mounted  orderlies  will  be  distributed, 
two  at  your  headquarters  and  two  at  Garden’s  Corners,  for  use  of  tele- 
graph. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAED  B.  PEERY, 

First  Lieut.^  Fifty-fifth  Mass,  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island 8.  (7.,  February  7,  1865. 

Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell, 

Commanding  Brigade  U.  8.  Forces : 

Colonel  : In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  received  from  the 
major-general  commanding  the  department,  your  brigade  will  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  this  district  during  the 
contemplated  movement  now  on  foot. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig : 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,,  8.  0.,  February  7,  1865. 

Col.  A.  S.  Hartwell, 

Commanding  Brigade  TJ.  8.  Forces,  Folly  Island,  8.  C. : 
Colonel  : The  detachment  of  engineers  at  this  post  has  been 
ordered  to  report  to  you  this  evening  after  dark.  They  will  be  attached 
to  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  bridge  on  the 
right  of  Cole’s  Island. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  February  7,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon,  or 
Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Forces, 

J achsonvillCi  Fla. : 

General:  I am  informed  that  on  the  1st  instant  Lieut.  Col.  A.  H. 
IMcCormick  of  the  C.  S.  service,  Avent  to  your  lines  near  Jacksonville, 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  met  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  service  also  under 
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flag  of  truce.  The  U.  S.  officer  not  feeling  authorized  to  accord  to  the 
proposition  made  to  him  by  Lieutenant-Oolonel  McCormick  informed 
him  that  he  would  refer  the  matter  to  you,  and  the  two  officers  agreed 
to  meet  the  next  day  at  Price’s,  near  Cedar  Creek. 

It  was  mutually  agreed  between  the  two  officers  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McCormick  should  encamp  that  night  beyond  our  picket-line, 
at  a place  known  as  the  White  House.  The.  next  day  he  met  the  U.  S. 
officer,  agreeably  to  appointment,  at  Price’s,  and  after  transacting  the 
business  on  which  they  met,  the  U.  S.  officer  informed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McCormick  that  about  7 p.  m.  on  the  day  before  (the  1st)  a 
party  of  U.  S.  troops  had  captured  two  of  our  scouts.  Privates  Massey 
and  Beckham,  at  Turknett’s  Point  very  near  the  White  House.  As 
this  capture  was  made  pending  the  flag  of  truce,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCormick’s  camp,  I must  suppose  it 
was  made  without  your  authority,  and  was  unauthorized  and  unjusti- 
flable  under  the  circumstances.  I have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you 
will  cause  the  two  men,  Massey  and  Beckham,  to  be  returned  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel McCormick.  I will  add  that  in  May  last,  whilst  a flag  of 
truce  was  i)ending  on  the  Baldwin  road,  a party  of  our  troops  captured 
your  pickets,  to  the  eastward,  on  the  King’s  road.  As  soon  as  the  cir- 
cumstances came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  C.  S.  officer  commanding  in 
that  vicinity  the  men  captured  were  promptly  returned  to  their  com- 
mand within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces.  And  more  recently,  when 
I was  in  command  at  Charleston,  a corporal  and  private  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  were  captured  near  Port  Eoyal  under  circumstances  which,  in 
my  opinion,  rendered  the  capture  unjustifiable.  I promptly  returned 
them  to  their  command  without  waiting  for  any  representation  of  the 
case  by  the  U.  S.  commander  in  that  quarter. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JOKES, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne N.  (7.,  February  7,  ^865, 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster -General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington: 

A few  days  since,  by  the  breaking  down  of  two  of  our  small  steamers 
and  the  sinking  of  another  while  on  an  expedition  up  the  Chowan 
River,  I found  there  was  not  a single  steamer  that  could  be  used  for 
the  ordinary  work  in  this  harbor.  A small  steamer  called  the  Ulysses 
was  lying  in  the  harbor  at  Beaufort,  and  as  we  were  very  much  in  need 
of  her  I authorized  her  charter  at  the  usual  Government  rates.  This 
was  at  the  time  a positive  necessity.  The  recent  movements  of  General 
Sherman  and  the  orders  received  from  him  have  changed  the  face  of 
matters  here  very  much,  and  it  is  probable  that  our  transportation  of 
all  kinds  will  have  to  be  materially  increased.  My  instructions  are  to 
prepare  to  forward  supplies  for  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals.  These 
instructions  are  confidential  to  me.  In  view  of  all  this  I hope  you  will 
consider-  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service  to  confirm  the  contract 
with  the  Ulysses,  and  to  emj)ower  me  to  secure  such  transportation  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  call  for  from  time  to  time.  1 am 
obliged  at  such  a time  as  this  to  communicate  with  you  direct,  as  uj)  to 
this  time  I have  no  regular  communication  with  either  General  Slier- 
man  or  General  Poster.  A railroad  construction  party  of  1,200  men. 
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under  command  of  Colonel  Wright,  has  just  arrived.  Another  party 
of  the  same  arrived  last  week  from  the  North.  These  last  were  350. 
The  former  command  came  from  General  Sherman’s  army. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Annapolis,  February  7,  1865. 

(Received  12.35  p.  m.) 

Colonel  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I arrived  here  an  hour  after  Brigadier-General  Meagher  sailed  with 
Iiis  troops.  I was  under  orders  to  report  to  him.  Shall  I wait  for  the 
arrival  of  rest  of  the  Provisional  Division,  or  go  to  some  other  point  for 
transportation  ? 


S.  P.  CARTER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  7, 1865 — 3.40  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Annapolis^  Md. : 

The  chief  of  staff  directs  that  you  remain  at  Annapolis  in  charge  of 
troops  of  the  Provisional  Division  whicli  may  arrive  there,  seeing  them 
properly  provided  for  until  transportation  is  furnished,  and  will  then 
report  to  General  Meagher,  at  New  Berne,  via  Beaufort. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  . 

, In  the  Field j February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  G^n.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps^  Confederate  Army: 

General:  Yours  addressed  to  General  Howard  is  received  by  me.=^ 
I hope  you  will  burn  all  cotton  and  save  us  the  trouble.  We  don’t 
want  it,  and  it  has  proven  a curse  to  our  country.  All  you  don’t  burn 
I will.  As  to  private  houses  occupied  by  peaceful  families,  my  orders 
are  not  to  molest  or  disturb  them,  and  I think  my  orders  are  obeyed. 
Vacant  houses  being  of  no  use  to  anybody,  I care  little  about,  as  the 
owners  have  thought  them  of  no  use  to  themselves.  I don’t  want  them 
destroyed,  but  do  not  take  much  care  to  preserve  them. 

I am,  with  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General.,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) War  Dept..  Ad.jt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  18.  ) Washington^  February  8,  1865. 

Hospital  transports  and  hospital  boats,  after  being  properly  assigned 
as  such,  will  be  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Depart- 


See  Wheeler  to  Howard,  February  7,  p.  330. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


343 


ment,  and  will  not  be  diverted  from  their  special  purposes  by  orders 
of  local  or  department  commanders,  or  of  officers  of  other  staff  depart- 
ments. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  Lowry^s, 

No.  25.  ) ‘ February  8,  1865. 

The  next  movement  will  be  against  the  railroad  at  any  point  between 
Orangeburg  and  the  Con  gar ee,  as  near  Orangeburg  as  possible. 

I.  The  Right  Wing  is  charged  with  the  destruction  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Railroad  from  and  including  the  Edisto  bridge  to  Blackville,  and 
the  Left  Wing  with  the  engineer  regiment  and  the  cavalry  will  destroy 

, from  Blackville  west  as  far  as  possible. 

II.  Major-General  Howard  will  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  by  the 
State  road  to  Binnaker’s  and  Holman’s  Bridges,  feign  at  one  and  cross 
at  the  other,  and  move  on  Orangeburg. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps  will  move  up  the  railroad  to  a point  about  four 
miles  west  of  Graham’s  Station,  and  after  having  finished  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railroad  to  Blackville  will  cross  the  Edisto  by  Holman’s 
Bridge  or  the  head  of  Young’s  Island  and  move  in  support  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps. 

III.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  move  to  Blackville  and  continue  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  westward,  and  the  Fourteenth  Corps  will 
come  up  on  the  road  about  Wh*ite  Pond  or  Williston  and  as  soon  as  the 
destruction  of  the  road  is  complete  will  cross  the  Edisto  at  the  head  of 
Young’s  Island  or  at  Guignard’s  Bridge,  and  push  out  to  the  Orange- 
burg and  Edgefield  road,  ready  to  move  on  Orangeburg  or  Columbia, 
according  to  developments. 

lY.  The  cavalry  will  continue  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Left  Wing, 
will  burn  the  railroad  as  far  west  as  possible,  and  cross  the  Edisto  to 
the  Edgefield  road  at  the  same  time  with  the  Left  Wing.  All  troops 
will  lean  toward  Orangeburg  until  it  is  known  that  the  Right  Wing  has 
made  a secure  lodgment  at  or  near  Orangeburg. 

By  order  of  Maj,  Gen.  W,  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  February  S,  1865. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing : 

General:  I would  like  to  hear  from  the  Edisto  bridge.  It  is  very 
important  that  it  be  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  else  by  ourselves.  Better 
send  word  back  to  any  wagons  that  have  followed  your  track  to  join 
you  via  Graham’s,  crossing  the  Salkehatchie  at  Buford’s.  I sent  a 
courier  back  last  night  to  Corse  and  Slocum,  but  have  not  heard  of 
them  to-day.  Kilpatrick  will  start  from  Blackville  to-morrow  for 
Aiken  to  break  road  as  near  Augusta  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway j 8.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : Captain  Henley,  of  General  Blair’s  staff,  who  conducted 
a reconnaissance  to  Walker’s  or  Valley  Bridge,  has  just  returned.  He 
drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  to  their  bridge-head  and  forced  them  to  aban- 
don it  and  cross  the  river.  The  rebels  then  fired  the  bridge,  already 
prepared  for  burning,  and  opened  on  him  with  artillery.  He  says  they 
have  good  works  on  the  other  side,  and  at  least  a section  of  artillery. 
He  saw  a force  that  he  estimated  at  the  strength  of  two  regiments. 
This  bank  of  the  river  is  swampy,  with  a single  causeway  approaching 
the  bridge.  The  reconnaissance  late  last  evening  by  a regiment  of 
infantry  caused  the  rebels  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge,  so  that  the  bridges 
across  the  Edisto  are  all  destroyed  in  this  vicinity.  General  Blair  has 
nearly  completed  the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  railroad  assigned 
to  his  command.  General  Logan  reports  that  his  work  is  done,  and  , 
well  done.  The  road  is  now  destroyed  from  Graham’s  to  the  Edisto, 
including  the  railroad  bridge.  I believe  the  distance  is  twelve  miles. 

A negro,  who  came  from  Branchville  last  night,  says  there  were  only 
about  forty  soldiers  there;  that  the  rebels  were  being  transported 
toward  Columbia  on  the  cars,  and  that  some  few  had  been  sent  toward 
Charleston. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Special  ) Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  34.  ) Midway,  8.  €.,  February  8,  1865. 

I.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, will  move  as  follows,  commencing  to-morrow ; One  division  by  the 
most  direct  route  across  Sikes’  Creek  to  cross-roads  nearest  to  Holman’s 
Bridge.  The  division  will  take  up  a strong  position  here  and  push  for- 
ward a reconnaissance  to  Holman’s  Bridge;  hold  this  point  as  an  out- 
post till  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  corps.  The  other  two  divisions 
will  move  via  Graham’s  by  the  road  south  of  the  railroad  to  the  Barn- 
well and  Orangeburg  road  ; remain  at  that  point  until  they  have 
destroyed  the  railroad  between  Graham’s  and  Blackville,  then  move  on 
and  join  the  leading  division. 

II.  .The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding, 
will  move  by  the  most  direct  route,  starting  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow,  to 
Binnaker’s  Bridge;  secure  a lodgment  on  the  other  side  of  the  Edisto 
and  lay  the  bridge  preparatory  to  moving  forward.  The  bridge  train 
and  dei)artment  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Headquarters  will  move  to-night  at  the 
point  easiest  of  access  between  Holman’s  and  Binnaker’s  Bridges. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Lowry^s  Station^  S.  (7.,  February  8j  1865. 

Major-General  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  general -in-chief  desires  that  yon  will  make  a recon- 
naissance to  Cannon’s  Bridge,  ascertaining  thereby  the  nature  and  con- 
dition of  the  crossing  at  that  place. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M,  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  iS.  0.,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  commanding  general  requests  that  you  will  hold  one 
brigade  of  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  on  a reconnaissance  in 
the  direction  of  Cannon’s  Bridge,  subject  to  further  orders;  men  to 
carry  one  day’s  rations  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  8.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Capt.  Gordon  Lofland, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  2d  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  ‘order 
of  General  Hazen,  I marched  my  brigade  this  afternoon  to  Cannon’s 
Bridge  on  the  Edisto  River  ; I found  no  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
but  found  him  in  works  on  the  north  bank.  At  the  point  where  the 
works  are,  and  for  a long  distance  both  below  and  above  the  bridge, 
there  is  a swamp  about  600  yards  wide  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
1 threw  forward  a line  of  skirmishers  through  the  swamp  to  the  main 
stream  and  found  that  [thej  bridge  had  been  burned,  that  there  was  a 
line  of  works  along  the  bank  of  the  river  several  hundred  yards  in 
length  with  an  embrasure  in  it,  covering  the  road;  the  works  seemed  to 
be  well  manned;  the  men  could  be  seen  and  heard  all  along  them.  I 
think  that  a crossing  might  be  effected  here  without  very  much  diffi- 
culty, as  the  main  stream  does  not  seem  to. be  very  large;  the  distance 
from  this  camp  to  the  bridge  is  about  five  miles;  the  road  is  a very  bad 
one;  I believe  that  one-fourth  of  it  is  covered  with  water.  After 
exchanging  some  shots  with  the  enemy,  having  learned  all  that  could 
be  learned  about  his  i)osition  and  strength  without  making  a positive 
attack,  I withdrew  my  line  and  returned  to  camii. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  JONES, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bamberg,  8.  0.,  February  8,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  division  along  the  direct  road,  via  Angley’s  Post-Office, 
Buford’s  Bridge,  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie  at  Spriagtown 
Meeting  House,  and  the  Little  Salkehatchie  Eiver  road,  to  the  point 
of  intersection  of  that  road  with  the  Barnwell  and  Orangeburg  road, 
just  south  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad.  Corps  headquarters  will 
be  to-morrow  night  at  that  point,  and  the  whole  command  will  move 
the  next  day  to  the  Edisto  Eiver,  with  a view  to  crossing.  Should  you 
not  overtake  the  rest  of  the  corps  at  the  river,  please  cross  at  such 
point  as  we  may  have  crossed  and  join  the  general  commanding  with 
your  division  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  11.  ) In  the  Fields  8.  (7.,  February  8,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  to-morrow,  the  9th  instant, 
as  follows,  viz  : 

First.  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Colonel  Hughes,  as  an 
advance. 

Second.  Third  Brigade  Infantry  at  7 a.  m.  with  one  regiment  in 
rear  of  battery  and  one  regiment  with  tool  wagon,  to  be  thrown  for- 
ward at  6 a.  m.,  if  possible,  as  far  as  Cowpen  Branch,  to  repair  roads 
at  this  point  sufficient  to  pass  teams,  when  it  will  move  on  to  Eivers’ 
Bridge,  halting  there  until  the  column  shall  have  come  up. 

Third.  First  Brigade  Infantry  at  6 a.  m.  with  its  regiments  march- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  division  ordnance  and  supply  trains,  extending 
so  as  to  invest  them  as  much  as  possible. 

Fourth.  Trains  at  6 a.  m.  as  follows:  First,  train  of  Third  Brigade; 
second,  ambulances;  third,  trains  of  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps;  fourth,  ordnance  and  supply  trains; 
fifth,  trains  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades. 

Fifth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  which  will  march  as  soon  as  the 
trains  shall  have  passed,  forming  the  rear  of  the  column. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen,  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Midway.)  8.  0.,  February  <9,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Commanding  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Inclosed  I send  you  a copy  of  General  Sherman’s  order 
of  march.*  The  general  suggests  that,  although  the  time  of  moving  is 
not  indicated,  you  make  preparations  to  move  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


See  p. 343. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  36.  ) Midway^  S.  0.,  February  5,  1865. 

###**** 

VI.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  the  movement  to-morrow: 

1.  Maj.  Geo.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  his  command  forward  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  Augusta 
road. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division,  moving  forward  from  his  present  position  at  8 a.  m. 

3.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 a.  m. 

4.  The  train  of  department  headquarters  and  of  these  headquarters 
will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  bridge  train  will  move  next  after  the  train  of  the  Third 
Division. 

###**** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  S.  0.,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General  : I send  you  an  escaped  prisoner  who  has  some  information 
that  may  be  of  importance.  If  what  he  states  is  true  I think  we  might 
be  able  to  capture  some  of  the  heavy  artillery  of  the  enemy. 

I remain,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWEE, 
Major-General,  U.  S,  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw 
the  two  regiments  of  your  command  now  on  the  railroad  and  place  them 
in  the  position  assigned  last  night  in  your  line.  The  First  Division  is 
waiting  for  their  movement  in  order  to  take  the  line  assigned  them. 

V ery  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Midway,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

In  compliance  with  the  within  order  you  will  bring  the  Eleventh 
Iowa  and  the  Thirty-second  Illinois  up  and  place  them  in  the  position 
assigned  last  night. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith: 

AD.  WAEE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Nine  Miles  North  of  Brighton^  February  <9,  1865, 

Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Note  received.  Will  push  to  Barnwell  as  directed.  Baird 
crossing  Dry  Gall  Creek.  Carlin  in  charge  of  trains,  &c.,  at  Lawton- 
ville.  Morgan  left  Sister’s  Ferry  this  morning.  Was  delayed  by  non- 
arrival of  provisions.  Will  make  twenty  miles  with  whole  corps 
to-morrow.  Advance  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Erwinton  or  Allendale 
Post-Office.  Eoads  almost  impassable  yesterday,  but  improving  rap- 
idly to-day. 

V ery  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Six  Miles  North  of  Brighton,  8,  C,,  February  8,  1865, 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you-  push  on  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  by  this  road  (the  road  to  Ingram’s),  with  all 
your  trains,  instead  of  sending  them  to  report  to  General  Carlin.  This 
road  is  splendid  so  far. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

A.  C.  McCLHRG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowrfs  Station,  8.  C.,  February  8,  1865, 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps : 

General:  1 am  directed  by  General  Sherman  to  say  he  desires 
you  to  place  your  entire  command  at  Graham’s,  and  use  all  possible 
force  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad,  doing  the  work  thoroughly  by 
twisting  rails  and  burning  ties.  Accomplish  as  much  of  this,  work- 
ing toward  Augusta,  as  you  can.  Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to 
move  to  Blackville  to-morrow,  awaiting  further  orders  therefor. 

I am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Communicate  with  General  Geary  and  get  him  up  if  possible. 

L.  M.  D. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Grahani’s  Station,  February  8,  1865. 

Major  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I inclose  herewith  a note*  from  General  Wheeler  to  Gen- 
eral Howard,  which  the  lady  delivering  it  said  was  to  be  opened  by 
the  first  general  officer  who  came  up;  General  Jackson  therefore 
opened  it. 

* See  Wheeler  to  Howard,  February  7,  p.  330. 
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I am  burning  and  destroying  railroad  track  from  the  road  cross- 
ing one  mile  and  a half  east  of  this  point  (where  my  advance  struck 
the  railroad  west),  and  shall  do  all  I can  to-day.  My  headquarters  will 
be  here.  I find  over  350  bales  of  cotton  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Lowry^s  Station,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

General  A.  S.  Williams, 

Grahands : 

General  : Yours  of  this  date  is  received.  Burn  all  cotton.  The 
Confederate  Congress  has  appropriated  all  cotton  to  its  own  use.  It 
is  the  only  cash  article  left  to  the  enemy.  I send  you  a letter  * to 
Wheeler,  in  answer  to  his,  which  you  can  leave  with  the  lady  to  be  sent 
to  Wheeler  as  she  best  can.  Destroy  all  the  railroad  and  its  attach- 
ments, tanks,  sheds,  sewers,  everything  that  facilitates  its  use.  I will 
send  you  orders  for  to-morrow,  which  amount  to  moving  up  to  Black- 
ville.  If  you  hear  of  Geary  to-day  in  reach,  turn  him  at  once  to  Black- 
ville.  Slocum  should  move  the  Fourteenth  Corps  toward  Williston. 
I think  the  Left  Wing  will  cross  the  Edisto  at  about  Guignard^s  and 
Pine  Log  Bridges.  I want  to  get  the  Left  Wing  on  the  Orangeburg  and 
Edgefield  road  as  soon  as  possible.  We  are  twisting  the  iron  here 
beautifully.  I will  send  the  engineers  up  to  you  to-morrow ; they  do 
the  work  best. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Grahamls  Station,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Blackville,  as  follows:  Third 
Division  at  7 a.  m.;  First  Division  at  8 a.  m.  Each  division  will  take 
care  of  its  own  trains.  All  detachments  will  be  called  in  and  march 
with  their  commands.  The  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  is  to  be 
commenced  at  Blackville  and  continued  west,  this  part  of  the  road  to 
be  finished  by  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  General  Ward  will  march  one 
unencumbered  brigade  in  advance,  and  General  Jackson  will  march 
two  regiments  as  a rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  march 
with  the  rear  guard.  The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear 
of  the  advanced  brigade. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

On  the  March,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  : Your  dispatches  were  received  by  me  at  6.30  this  morn- 
ing about  three  miles  north  of  the  Coosa whatchie  Swamp.  Tliose  for 

* See  p.  342.  - - 
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Generals  Slocum  and  Corse  I forwarded  immediately.  I expect  to 
encamp  to-nigbt  at  Buford’s  Bridge.  General  Slocum  is  several  miles 
to  the  rear.  All  getting  along  well. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 

Brevet  Major-General, 

[Indorsement.] 

General  Williams: 

I send  you  this  note  from  General  Geary,  which  will  indicate  to  you 
his  position  and  that  of  General  Slocum,  who  has  orders  to  turn  up 
toward  you.  Please  send  back  the  inclosed  order  to  General  Slocum.* 
I am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Graham’s  Station^  February  8,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
march  your  command  to  Blackville  to-morrow,  via  Ayers’  and  Mmmons’ 
plantations.  The  bearer,  one  of  our  scouts,  will  guide  you.  You  will 
find  the  roads  good,  and  the  general  wishes  you  to  reach  Blackville 
to-morrow  night.  The  distance  will  be  about  eighteen  miles.  We  are 
at  work  destroying  the  railroad,  and  the  whole  command  will  get  to 
Blackville  to-morrow  night.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  at  Lowry’s ; the 
Seventeenth,  farther-east.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  is  to  go  to  Wjlliston. 
Corps  headquarters  will  be  at  Blackville  to-morrow  night. 

Yery  .respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Gener  1. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  ; Buford’s  Bridge^  S.  (7.,  February  5, 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6 a.  m.  Order  of  brigades: 
Second,  Selfridge’s,  Third,  First.  Artillery  and  trains  will  march  in 
their  usual  relative  order. 

General  Pardee  with  his  brigade  will  take  charge  of  the  trains. 
**##**# 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Graham’ Sj  S.  (7.,  February  <9,  1865. 

[General  J.  W.  Geary:] 

General:  I send  you  a scout  to  show  you  the  road  from  Buford’s 
Bridge  by  Ayers’  to  Nimmons’.  That  is  as  far  as  he  has  been.  But  I 


See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  25,  p.  343. 
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know  there  is  a good  road  from  there  to  Blackville,  which  any  negro 
can  show  you.  The  corps  marched  from  Nimmons^  to  Springtown  Meet- 
ing House.  The  road  as  far  as  we  have  been  over  it  is  good. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  W.  ASMUSSEN, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Blackville.)  February  8,  1865 — 12  m. 


Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  I will  encamp  to-night  at  Williston  and  destroy  some 
tr^ck;  February  9,  at*or  before  Windsor,  and  all  the  following  day  make 
demonstrations  toward  Augusta.  Will,  if  prudent,  destroy  Govern- 
ment property  at  Aiken,  and  as  much  railroad  as  possible  and  return 
to  Windsor.  I will  be  prudent,  bold,  but  not  rash. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  February  8,  1865, 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Blackville : 

General  : I have  just  received  your  note  in  cipher.  I send  you  a copy 
of  orders  for  the  next  move,  which  will  give  you  the  key  to  the  whole.* 
Wheeler  writes  to  General  Howard  offering  not  to  burn  cotton  if  we 
don’t  burn  houses.  I assured  him  that  he  would  oblige  me  by  burning 
cotton,  for  it  saves  us  the  trouble;  that  we  don’t  burn  occupied  houses, 
but  if  people  vacate  their  own  houses  I don’t  think  they  should  expect 
us  to  protect  them.  You  may  burn  all  cotton;  spare  dwelling  houses 
that  are  occupied,  and  teach  your  men  to  be  courteous  to  women ; it 
goes  a great  ways;  but  take  all  provisions  and  forage  you  need.  Act 
as  though  you  are  to  be  followed  by  infantry.  I expect  Hood’s  army 
will  try  and  join  the  South  Carolina  army  about  Columbia  and  I will 
try  and  interpose  again  at  Orangeburg.  I will  order  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  to  Williston  and  Guignard’s  Bridge  or  Pine  Log  Bridge.  Edisto 
is  narrow  and  easily  passed  up  there.  The  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield 
road  is  the  ‘‘key  line”  of  South  Carolina. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major- General)  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 

Williston)  S.  0.,  February  <9,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.)  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi)  in  the  field: 
Ma.tor  : I arrived  at  this  point  at  4 p.  m.  to-day  and  am  now  destroy- 
ing the  track.  I can  find  no  force  of  the  enemy  between  the  railroad 

* See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  25,  p.  343. 
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and  tlie  Edisto,  save  small  picket  posts.  I understand  that  all  the 
bridges  on  the  Edisto  are  strongly  guarded.  After  i^osting  my  pick- 
ets about  the  town,  an  attack  was  made  ui)on  a portion  of  the  First 
Alabama  Cavalry,  holding  the  direct  road  to  Augusta.  Colonel 
Spencer  was  sent  out  with  his  brigade  to  feel  of  the  enemy,  and  ascer- 
tain his  strength.  A fight  ensued,  in  which  six  regiments  of  Allen’s 
division.  First,  Third,  Seventh,  Mnth,  Twelfth,  and  Fifty- first  Alabama, 
were  totally  routed.  Colonel  Spencer  alone  conducted  the  fight,  dis- 
playing much  skill  and  great  gallantry.  Several  hundred  stand  of 
arms  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  left  scattered  along  the  road. 
One  officer  and  many  men  were  killed,  and  a large  number  wounded; 
several  prisoners  have  been  taken,  and  are  still  coming  in.  Colonel 
Spencer  pursued  the  enemy  nine  miles  in  direction  of  Augusta  from 
this  point,  and  brought  back  to  me  as  trophies  the  flags  belonging  to 
the  Twelfth  and  Ninth  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  General  Hagan’s  battle- 
flag.  From  prisoners  I learn  that  Wheeler’s  command  is  very  much 
scattered;  that  he  has  with  him  Anderson’s  division  and  Young’s  Vir- 
ginia brigade  only.  Allen’s  division  is  picketing  the  country  between 
the  Edisto  and  the  Salkehatchie.  Iverson’s  division  is  upon  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  Ferguson’s  division  is  between  Brier 
Creek  and  the  Ogeechee.  I find  plenty  of  corn  for  my  command,  and 
I think  you  will  have  no  trouble  in  subsisting  the  animals  of  your 
whole  army  by  foraging  upon  each  side  of  the  railroad.  I trust  that 
I am  now  carrying  out  your  instructions,  and  that  my  operations  will 
be  satisfactory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — There  are  rumors  that  portions  of  Hood’s  army,  and  some  dis- 
mounted cavalry,  independent  of  Lee’s  corps,  are  between  this  point 
and  Augusta.  I can  learn  nothing  reliable. 

J.  KILPATEICK. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  (7.,  February  8,  1865. 

Eear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

Admiral  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  received  a 
leave  of  absence  from  the  War  Department,  and  that  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A. 
Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  has  arrived  here  from  the  North,  with 
instructions  to  relieve  me,  temporarily,  of  the  command  of  this  depart- 
ment. In  consequence  of  which,  I regret  to  state  that  I shall  not  be 
able  to  meet  you  according  to  agreement  during  the  demonstration.  I 
am  requested  by  Major-General  Gillmore  to  say  that  he  will  do  himself 
the  honor  of  making  you  an  official  visit  as  soon  after  assuming  com- 
mand as  he  possibly  can.  If  you  are  not  within  this  harbor  at  the  time, 
he  will  follow  you  to  Charleston  Harbor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEK, 

^^ajor- General.,  Commanding^ 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brioade, 
Morris  Island^  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Oapt.  G.  H.  Scott, 

Commandiny  Fleet,  off  Charleston: 

Captain:  I am  requested  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hartwell, 
tlirougli  bis  aide,  now  commanding  U.  S.  forces.  Folly  Island,  S.  C.,  to 
ask  you  to  send,  if  possible,  two  monitors  without  delay  to  Stouo  to-day 
for  co-operation  with  the  land  forces.  General  Schimmelfennig  is  on 
his  way  to  Stono  and  cannot  be  referred  to  in  this  matter,  but  feel  fully 
justified  in  asking  you,  in  his  name,  to  accede  to  this  request.  I have 
the  honor  to  forward  a copy  of  dispatches  received  for  your  informa- 
tion. If  possible,  please  send  a navy  tug  also  to  Stono  without  delay 
to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  light  artillery. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  John  Adams, 

Off'  Morris  Island,  IS.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Capt.  d.  W.  Dickinson, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C.: 

Sir:  Yours  of  this  date  is  received,  and  in  reply  I have  to  inform 
you  that  it  will  not  be  possible  to  send  two  monitors  to  Stono  as  you 
desire.  I do  not,  in  the  first  place,  feel  authorized  to  move  them  from 
their  anchorage  without  the  admiral’s  order,  and  this  evening  neither 
the  weather  nor  tide  will  admit  of  their  going.  I have  ordered  a tug 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Stono  and  report  to  the  commanding  army 
officer  as  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  SCOTT, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Comdg.  First  Sep((rate  Brigade,  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  I have  received  a leave  of  absence  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  IVlaj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  now  here  to 
relieve  me  temporarily  of  the  command  of  the  department.  In  conse- 
(juence  of  which  I shall  not  be  able  to  see  you  again  in  regard  to  the 
(lemonstration  jiroposed  to  be  made  on  dames  Island.  I desire  that  as 
sti'ong  a demonstration  be  made  as  possible  without  loss  of  life,  and 
that  you  co-operate  with  Admiral  Dahlgren  in  connection  with  the 
same.  General  Gillmore  will  make  you  a visit  as  soon  as  possible 
after  assuming  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  (1.  FOSTER. 

Majin  - General,  (Jonnnanding. 
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Hdqks.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island,  8.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig, 

Folly  Island,  8. 

General  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  witli  a 
request  received  through  Captain  Walton  from  Brigadier-General 
Hartwell,  I have  asked  of  Captain  Scott  in  your  name  that  he  send 
two  monitors  to  Stono  without  delay  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  land  forces.  This  dispatch  was  sent  by  boat  to  the  fleet  and 
has  already  arrived  there.  I had  previously  signaled  to  Captain  Scott 
at  2.30  o'clock,  in  accordance  with  a like  request  received  earlier,  to' 
“send  a tug  to  Stono  if  possible.’’  The  dispatch  was  limited  to  these 
words.  He  lias  answereil  me  that  he  will  do  so  when  the  tide  serves. 
In  the  letter  sent  by  boat  1 explained  to  him  what  this  tug  was  needed 
for,  viz,  for  facilitating  the  transportation  of  light  artillery. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captam  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Alorris  Island,  8.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding,  &c..  Folly  Island,  8.  C. : 

General  : 1 have  the  honor  to  forward  a copy  of  Captain  Scott’s 
reply^^  to  my  letter,  and  I beg  leave  to  state  that  at  the  time  General 
Hartwell  sent  his  request  through  Captain  Walton,  to  which  this  letter 
refers,  he  was  aware  of  your  being  on  your  way  down  to  Stono.  I con- 
sidered, therefore,  that  if  the  general  being  on  the  spot,  and  knowing 
(as  I could  not)  the  urgency  of  the  case,  saw  lit  to  make  this  request 
in  such  a way  as  to  leave  me  to  infer  that  great  haste  in  the  matter 
was  absolutely  necessary,  I did  not  consider  that  I would  be  justilied 
in  hesitating  as  to  my  action. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  Wo  DICKINSON, 

Capt((hi  aud.  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge7ieral. 


Hdqr!^.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  Sox  tii. 

First  Separate  Brigade, 

Morris  Island,  8.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

General  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding,  cf'c..  Folly  Island,  8.  C.  : 

Generai.:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  message  in  tlie  case 
of  the  Frazier  to  Captain  Scott  was: 

'the  Frazier  appear.'^  to  te  disabled,  and  it  is  feared  her  rudder  is  gone.  She  is 
lying  outside  the  bar.  Will  yon  ])leaso  send  a tug  and  see  what  is  the  matter,  and 
it  she  needs  assistance  to  tow  her  in  ? It  is  very  important  that  she  ))e  not  delayed 
longer  outside;  if  not  disabhal,  she  will  immediately  come  inside  to  Ihe  dock. 
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This  was  signaled.  The  last  clause  was  a postscript,  and  was  added 
to  save  the  time  it  would  have  taken  to  send  a boat  with  orders  to  same 
effect.  The  Delaware  started  at  5.30  for  Stono,  having  the  hard  bread 
on  board.  The  Frazier  came  in  at  5.45,  landed  the  baggage  and  horses 
on  Folly  Island  dock,  and  proceeded  to  Stono.  The  baggage  was  sent 
down  in  an  ambulance  which  I had  ordered  up.  Your  orderly  attended 
to  it.  I sent  him  over  for  the  purpose,  and  he  reports  all  right.  The 
corporal  with  the  horses  and  the  other  orderlies  went  down  with  it. 
The  orders  as  to  the  hard  bread  were  given  last  night  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bennett.  The  term  telegraphing  in  the  connection  used  meant 
signaling. 

Verv  respectfully, 

J.  VV.  DICKIYSOY, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adpitant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Focotaligo,  S.  G.,  February  8,  1865. 
Captain  Bridgeford,  One  hundred  and  second  Illinois : 

Captain  : The  brigadier-general  commanding  was  not  aware  at  the 
time  the  order  was  sent  you  that  your  command  was  unarmed.  He 
therefore  directs  that  you  establish  your  camp  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  Blair’s  landing.  In  regard  to  conflict  with  orders  from  General 
Prince,  he  holds  all  troops  in  this  vicinity  as  in  liis  command. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut. ^ Fifty-Jifth  Mass,  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  8,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Fort  Fisher^  N.  G.  : 

For  the  last  three  days  there  have  been  many  troops  arriving  in 
Richmond  from  the  Valley  or  Southwest  Virginia.  This  is  evidently  a 
movement  to  get  troops  to  send  south  and  to  enable  the  enemy  to  hold 
AVilmington  also.  I have  no  doubt  but  that  the  quicker  you  can  bring 
your  troops  against  AVilmington  the  smaller  the  force  you  will  have  to 
contend  against. 

L.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Quartermaster  at  Fort  Monroe  will  send  the  above  dispatch  aboard 
the  llrst  tiaijsport  going  to  Cape  Fear  River,  and  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  a commissioned  oflicer  to  be  delivered  to  General  Schofield.  Trans- 
ports must  now  be  i)assing  hourly,  but  not  touching  at  Fort  Alonroe. 
You  can  send  this  on  a tug-boat  to  go  until  they  meet  one. 

ri.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Federal  Faint,  V.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  5 ]).  m.,  1 1th.  Received  <>  ]).  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

I arrived  here  this  morning  with,  on(‘.  division;  have  had  very  I'ough 
weather  and  been  much  d(‘]ity<Ml  by  it.  I hope  to  get  the  troops  all 
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landed  by  to-morrow  iiigiit  and  send  the  transports  back  for  the  other 
divisions.  There  is  no  apparent  change  in  the  situation  since  you  were 
liere.  I propose  to  commence  operations  at  once  without  waiting  for 
the  other  troops,  as  time  is  important.  I tliink  I can  take  Fort  Ander- 
son, and  i)ossibly  Wilmington,  with  the  force  I now  liave. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


New  Bekne,  N.  C.,  February  8,  1865. 

(Keceived  0.25  a.  m.  11th.) 

General  D.  C.  McCallum, 

Manager  Railroads : 

Gauge  of  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Kailroad  is  the  same  as  the  New 
Berne  Kailroad.  1 have  therefore  concluded  to  adopt  that  gauge  for  this 
system  of  railroads,  namely,  four  feet  eight  and  one-half  inches,  and 
will  require  rolling  stock  accordingly.  Please  direct  Captain  Stark- 
weather to  report  at  New  Berne  instead  of  Savannah,  and  as  soon  as 
Xiossible. 

W.  W.  WEIGHT, 


Colonel  and  Chief  of  Construction  Corps. 


Confidential.]  Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne.,  N.  (7.,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  1).  C. : 

General:  In  several  confidential  communications  I have  recently 
forwarded  to  you  1 have  mentioned  the  fact  of  my  having  received 
instructions  from  both  General  Sherman  and  General  Foster  concern- 
ing the  contemi)lated  future  operations  in  this  State,  but  I am  fearful 
that  unless  these  plans  have  been  made  known  to  you  inj"  letters  will 
not  be  perfectly  understood.  1 have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
make  some  extracts  from  my  instructions.  General  Foster  writes  me 
on  the  21st  ultimo,  speaking  of  General  Sherman,  as  follows: 

He  will  draw  liis  supplies  from  New  Berne  by  striking  the  railroad  at  Goldsbor- 
ougb,  and  yon  (General  Palmer)  will,  therefore,  make  every  ])reparation,  not  only  to 
aid  promptly  and  eftieiently  the  forwarding  of  supplies  when  General  Sherman 
reaches  that  point,  but  also,  Ac. 

Again  he  writes: 

Prepare  for  lauding  and  forwarding,  either  from  New  Perne  or  Beaufort,  supplies 
for  70,000  men  and  40,000  animals. 

And  a note  is  added  that  these  sup])lies  are  to  (Mine  from  here  (Hilton 
Head)  in  transports. 

Now,  if  the  railroad  is  put  in  order  it  can  do  the  work,  but  should 
we  not  make  our  calculations  to  forward  these  supplies  by  the  roads 
and  rivers,  in  case  the  enemy  destroys  the  railroad,  now  beyond  our 
reach?  With  all  the  secrecy  that  can  be  observed,  it  is  ‘Gii  tiie  air”  in 
all  this  part  of  the  country  that  Sherman’s  army  will  march  through 
this  State,  and  it  will  surely  be  known  very  soon  that  his  sui)plies  mu.'it 
come  from  here.  If  the  wagons  are  to  come  witli  the  40,000  animal.'^, 
we  will  be  prepaivd,  but  nothing  is  said  in  my  letter  from  General 
Foster  of  wagons,  and  even  if  the  last  rcipiisitions  tor  them  from  here 
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are  filled  we  will  Rave  barely  sulRcieiit  to  supply  tbe  troops  now  here. 
You  will  recollect  that  in  the  S])ring  of  last  year  every  wagon,  mule, 
and  horse  that  could  possibly  be  spared  was  sent  to  Virginia.  We 
had  here,  I presume,  the  finest  land  transportation  in  the  country  at 
that  time. 

Kinston  is  thirty  miles  from  this  x>laee  by  the  railroad  and  a few 
miles  farther  by  the  country  road.  It  is  still  farther  by  the  river,  but 
I could  easily  send  supplies  by  road  or  boats  if  the  proper  light  draft 
steamers  could  be  furnished.  The  stern-wheel  steamers  drawing  not 
more  than  three  feet  could  easily  x)erform  the  work.  Goldsborough  is 
about  thirty  miles  from  Kinston,  and  if  the  enemy  i^erceive  that  our 
base  of  supplies  is  here  they  will  surely  destroy  as  much  of  the  road 
between  these  two  places  as  they  may  have  time  to  destroy.  You  will 
perceive,  therefore,  that  the  matter  of  transportation  (wagons  and 
small  steamers)  and  forage  is  one  for  serious  thought, 

I shall  forward  with  this  a requisition  for  an  additional  sux)ply  of 
ambulances,  with  horses  and  harness.  The  requisitions  inclosed  will 
call  for  other  articles,  the  necessity  for  which  is  apparent,  if  the  force 
here  is  to  be  materially  increased.  I would  resx)ectfully  but  urgently 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a quartermaster  to  take  the  x^osition 
of  chief  of  his  department  is  very  much  needed  here.  A short  time 
since  I addressed  a communication  on  this  subject  to  you,  but  I have 
received  no  rexdy.  A man  of  thorough  business  habits  and  more  expe- 
rience IS  necessary  here  at  such  a time  as  this.  If  the  interest  of  the 
service  will  admit  of  Col.  George  W.  Bradley’s  coming  here,  even  for  a 
short  time,  1 make  an  earnest  ax^plication  for  him.  Colonel  Bradley  is 
energetic,  industrious,  intelligent,  and  he  has  the  hax)py  faculty  of 
infusing  his  spirit  into  all  of  his  subordinates.  I feel  assured  that 
Colonel  Bradley  would  be  pleased  to  take  this  position,  even  tempo- 
rarily. At  all  events,  1 trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  me  with 
a quartermaster  senior  to  any  of  those  here,  x^rovided  always,  he  is  a 
man  of  energy,  &c.  It  is  x>roper  for  me  here  to  remark  that  the  assist- 
ant quarterjiiaster  now  here,  acting  as  chief  quartermaster,  is  a very 
correct,  intelligent  ofiQcer,  but  he  is  junior  to  some  of  his  department 
now  serving  in  the  district. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  K.  PALMER, 

Brigadier- Geiieralj  U.  S.  Volunteers^  Co^nmanding. 


Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Hixth  Street  Wharf\  Washington^  February  8,  J865. 

Assistant  Ad.tutant-General, 

Second  JHvision^  Ttventy-third  Corps: 

Sir:  J have  been  directed  by  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Rucker,  chief  quar- 
termaster, de})ot  of  Washington,  to  embark  about  2,550  men  of  your 
command  from  Alexandria  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  lOtli 
instant.  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  furnish  me  with  the  roster 
of  your  command  from  this  day’s  report,  that  the  x>rexier  assignment 
of  the  troops  can  be  made.  I would  also  request  you  to  inform  me  if 
the  lieadquarters  of  the  division  will  leave  with  the  first  transports  or 
remain  until  the  entire  division  has  embarked.  Unless  other  trans- 
X)orts  arrive  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  the  horses  of  the  troops  which 
embark  on  the  10th  instant  will  have  to  remain  at  Alexandria  until 
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the  lltli  or  12tli  instant,  at  which  time  the  remainder  of  tlie  division 
will  be  shipped.  The  horses  can  be  stabled  by  the  (|uartermaster  at 
Alexandria  until  they  can  be  shipped.  Please  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  to  break  camp  at  8 a.  m. 
to-morrow.  I will  have  boats  at  Giesborough,  at  the  lower  wharf,  to 
convey  them  to  Alexandria,  where  they  will  draw  live  days’  cooked 
rations,  and  will  be  quartered  at  the  Soldiers’  Pest  until  the  next 
morning.  Ten  days’  rations  in  bulk  have  been  placed  on  each  vessel. 
jMy  reason  for  naming  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  is  that  their 
strength  amounts  to  about  the  number  which  the  vessels  now  at  Alex- 
andria will  carry.  If  the  freezing  of  the  river  should  jirevent  a steamer 
from  running  from  Giesborough  to  Alexandria,  the  command  will  have 
to  march  over  by  way  of  Long  Bridge.  If  convenient,  I would  like  to 
see  the  division  quartermaster  at  my  office  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. Gapt.  L.  L.  Moore,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Giesborough,  will 
send  him  over  on  a tug. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  ALLEN, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  30.  S City  Faint ^ Va.^  February  9,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  aide-de-camp,  will  proceed  without  delay 
and  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield,  at  Fort  Fisher  or  vicinity,  for 
temporary  duty  as  per  verbal  instructions  given  him  by  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  instructions  he  will 
rejoin  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant:  ■ 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  WalheFs  House,  near  Railroad,  February  9,  1865. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing  : 

General:  An  officer  has  just  left  me  for  Blackville,  where  Slocum 
will  arrive  with  Geary’s  division,  which  completes  the  Twentieth  Corps 
at  Blackville. 

Davis  is  moving  for  Barnwell  and  will  come  up  to  the  west  of  Black- 
ville about  Williston.  I have  ordered  Slocum  to  put  in  to-morrow  good 
on  the  railroad  and  then  look  to  crossing  the  Edisto  at  the  head  of 
Young’s  Island  and  at  Guignard’s.  I want  you  to  efiect  a crossing  at  or 
between  Binnaker’s  and  Holman’s  Bridges.  Do  it  in  your  own  way, 
using  all  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Fifteenth  sent 
by  Logan  to  Holman’s  Bridge.  If  you  can  secure  a lodgment 
to-morrow  and  get  to  work  on  a bridge  at  Binnaker’s  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  cross  the  day  after  to-morrow.  All  accounts  agree  that  the 
load  from  Binnaker’s  to  Orangeburg  is  better  than  from  Holman’s.  I 
am  seven  miles  from  Binnaker’s,  five  from  Holman’s,  and  six  from  Black- 
ville. I Avill  probably  go  up  to  Blackville  to-morrow  to  see  Slocum. 
Keep  me  Avell  advised  of  your  progress.  As  soon  as  Logan  coiiqiletes 
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the  (lestnictioii  of  the  i-oad  to  Blaekville  he  can  move  Ids  two  other 
divisions  down  to  Holman’s,  or  Avherever  you  need  him.  It  is  to  me 
])atent  that  the  enemy  has  only  cavalry  at  the  Edisto,  and  we  must 
keep  it  busy  that  Kilpatrick  may  encounter  less  about  Aiken.  His 
movement  on  Aiken  besides  the  substantial  damage  will  disconnect 
the  part  of  Lee’s  corps  that  did  not  get  over  the  railroad.  Proceed  to 
effect  a lodgment  on  the  north  of  the  Edisto  by  cautious  but  persistent 
efforts.  Once  across,  the  enemy  will  fall  behind  the  Santee. 

Yours. 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  BirmakeCs  Bridge^  February  .9,  :1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  Major-General  Mower  effected  a crossing  of  the  Edisto 
this  evening  about  6 o’clock.  He  laid  a pontoon  to  an  island,  and  as 
soon  as  he  had  got  one  brigade  over  he  pressed  on  across  the  island  and 
waded  the  swamp  beyond  and  effected  a lodgment  on  what  appeared  to 
be  the  mainland.  He  met,  however,  a skirmish  line  about  8 p.  m.  and, 
as  it  was  night,  concluded  to  intrench  and  wait  for  daylight.  The 
island  is  marshy,  and  the  water  in  the  main  swamp  between  two  and 
three  feet  deep.  The  men  swung  their  cartridge-boxes  around  their 
necks. 

I am  inclined  to  think  the  crossing  at  Holman’s  Bridge  is  no  worse 
than  this.  General  Hazeii  has  crossed  some  men  over  a half  mile 
above  the  bridge  and  cut  his  way  nearly  through  the  swamp.  Word 
has  just  come  that  Mower  has  driven  the  enemy  off‘,  sent  back  a regi- 
ment along  the  main  road,  and  has  taken  up  a strong  position  a mile 
and  a half  from  the  river.  The  bridge  on  the  main  road  is  being  laid. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  WalkeCs  House,  February  9,  1865 — lip.  m. 

.Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  Your  note  is  just  received.  General  Sherman  directs  me 
to  answer  saying  he  is  very  much  gratified  that  General  Mower  has 
effected  a crossing  and  a lodgment.  It  is  of  great  importance  and  he 
wishes  it  held  beyond  a possibility  of  loss,  but  does  not  wish  General 
.Mow^er  to  go  farther  at  present.  Complete  your  crossing  facilities, 
getting  bridges,  &c.,  in  good  order  for  use.  Tomorrow  he  will  go  to 
see  General  Slocum  at  Blaekville  and  hurry  up  matters  on  that  wing. 
Have  you  any  news  yet  from  the  wagon  train  sent  back  from  Rivers’ 
for  bread,  &c.?  Let  Hazen  also  make  good  crossings,  looking  to  the 
move  on  Orangeburg  day  after  to-morrow  (11th). 

1 am,  i&c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

A ssistani  Adjuiaut- General. 
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General  j Headouarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  [ Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  P.  ) Near  Binnalcer^s  Bridge,  C.,  February  9,  1865. 

I.  The  attention  of  the  general  coinnianding  lias  been  called  by  offi- 
cers of  our  own  army  to  the  AYanton  and  indiscriminate  destruction  of 
private  property,  burning  of  dwelling  houses,  plundering  and  pillaging 
tlie  houses  of  the  few  poor  people  Avho  have  remained  at  home,  &c. 
There  are  circumstances  under  which  it  is  proper  to  burn  the  houses 
and  other  property  of  citizens.  In  all  such  cases,  corps,  division,  and 
brigade  commanders  will  order  its  destruction  and  report  their  action 
and  their  reasons  for  it  to  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  or  to  these 
headquarters. 

II.  Individual  foragers  are  seen  every  day  roaming  about  the  coun- 
try, often  mounted  on  some  worthless  ‘‘picked-up’^  animal,  and  with- 
out other  authority  than  that  of  their  company  commander.  The  atten- 
tion of  commanding  officers  is  called  to  this  discouraging  practice,  and 
renewed  efforts  are  demanded  to  regulate  the  system  of  foraging. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  HoAvard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Arma^  Corps, 

Railroad,  7iear  Cross-Roads,  Februay^y  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard  : 

General:  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  are  in  camp  north  of  the 
railroad;  Woods  across  the  Holman’s  Bridge  road,  with  Smith  upon  his 
right.  I have  tAAD  brigades  at  work  destroying  the  railroad,  one  Avork- 
ing  toward  Blackvilleand  the  other  from  that  point  back  to  camp.  As 
soon  as  they  return  will  notify  you.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  rail- 
road at  the  Fogle  plantation,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Holman’s  Bridge 
road. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Binnalcer^s  Bridge,  Februay'y  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan^ 

Coymiumding  Fifteenth  Aryny  Corps:  . 

General:  Your  note  was  just  shown  to  the  general.  He  desires  me 
to  inform  you  that  General  Mower  is  across  the  ri\"er  below  the  enemy’s 
])Osition;  has  (*rossed  about  a mile  of  swamp,  and  is  intrenching  on  the 
high  ground.  After  some  skirmishing  the  enemy  fell  back  from  Ids 
line  nearest  the  river,  but  is  thought  to  be  in  another  line  in  the  rear 
of  this.  Nothing  has  been  heard  from  General  Hazen.  The  general 
is  anxious  to  hear  from  him,  whether  he  succeeded  in  effecting  a cross- 
ing or  not. 

Very  respectfully,  your  .obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistayit  Adjyitant- Geyieral. 

P.  S. — Have  just  heard  from  General  Hazen.  He  is  across.  The 
general  has  directed  five  boats  be  sent  him  in  the  morning,  and  desires 
that  you  direct  him  to  make  a reconnaissance  in  the  morning  with  a 
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strong-  skirmish  line,  and  that  if  he  finds  the  enemy  gone  to  take  posi- 
tion on  the  mainland  and  build  foot  bridges  through  the  swamp. 
General  Mower  has  succeeded  in  driving  off  the  enemy  and  is  intrench- 
ing a mile  and  a half  beyond  the  river.  If  the  enemy  has  not  left 
General  Hazen^s  front  their  position  can  be  turned  by  General  Mower. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Orangeburg  and  Barnwell  Cross-Roads,  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

IMa.tor  : I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  brigade  of  my 
command,  ordered  to  Blackville  to  destroy  the  railroad,  has  just  returned 
to  camp.  Colonel  Stone  reports  to  have  destroyed  from  1,200  yards  to 
a mile  of  the  road  this  side  of  Blackville.  There  are  still  about  three 
miles  of  road  remaining  imdestroyed.  No  other  troops  were  at  work 
between  this  place  and  Blackville. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Holmards  Bridge,  tS.  C.,  February  9,  1865. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 

I have  my  skirmish  line  at  the  river  bank,  which  is  bluff  on  this 
side;  on  the  one  opposite  a cypress  swamp  extends  for  half  a mile,  and 
the  road  runs  through  it  in  a straight  line.  The  enemy  have  a few 
sharpshooters  posted  on  this  road  about  100  yards  from  the  river.  1 can 
form  no  conjecture  of  their  force  beyond  the  swamp.  1 have  a cross- 
ing of  felled  trees  and  a way  cleared  nearly  through  the  swamii  about 
half  a mile  above  the  bridge  and  a raft  completed  beloAV  it,  and  will 
to-night  put  in  a ])iece  of  artillery,  sweeping  the  road.  If  it  is  desired 
1 will  cross  a brigade  in  the  moridng  and  endeavor  to  force  away  what- 
ever may  be  beyond,  or  will  clear  the  road  with  artillery  and  push  a 
skirmish  line  or  light  force  tlirough  the  swamp.  1 would  be  glad  if 
the  wishes  of  the  general  commanding  might  be  sent  me  by  the  bearer 
of  this.  It  will  require  four  boats  to  put  a ])ontoon  bridge  across  here, 
or  by  more  labor  one  could  be  made  without  boats. 

I am,  resi)ectfully, 

W.  B.  IIAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


This  note  is  sent  direct,  as  I do  not  know  where  to  find  corps  head 
quarters. 

\V.  B.  H. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Xear  Binnal^erh  Bridge,  S.  February  9,  1865. 
Maj.  Geii.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Bivision,  Fifteenth  Army  Corjgs: 

General:  Your  note  is  received.  The  general  eomiiianding  directs 
me  to  say  that  he  has  ordered  hve  boats  to  be  sent  you  in  the  morning, 
witli  which  you  can  cross  the  main  stream  witli  one  brigade.  He  does 
not  wish  you  to  use  the  brigade  further  than  to  make  a demonstration 
at  present.  General  Mower  lias  succeeded  in  crosvsing  the  main  stream 
and  has  waded  the  swamp  for  a mile  beyond  and  is  intrenching  him- 
self on  the  mainland. 

Very  resi)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  seryant, 

A.  M.  VAY  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  8. — General  Mower  has  succeeded  in  driying  the  enemy  off  and  is 
now  intrenching  on  the  mainland  a mile  and  a half  from  the  riyer. 
The  enemy  will  probably  leave  your  front  during  the  night. 
Eespectfully, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

A ss istan t A dju tant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Graliands^  8.  C.,  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corjjs : 

Major:  In  reply  to  communication  of  date,  I have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  detail  of  one  brigade  from  my  command  has  destroyed 
about  one  mile  of  the  railroad  track,  completing  work  commenced  by 
the  Twentieth  Army  Corps.  I cannot  state  Avhether  the  track  has 
been  destroyed  as  far  as  Blackville,  as  I have  not  been  there. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  8.  C., 

No.  12.  ) February  9,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
the  10th  instant,  to  Lane’s  plantation  (or  Springtield  [Springtown]  Meet- 
ing House)  in  the  following  order,  viz: 

First.  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  as  an  advance,  following 
verbal  instructions  already  received.  Second.  First  Brigade  Infantry, 
with  its  train,  and  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  one  regi- 
ment to  be  thrown  in  rear  of  train  and  battery.  General  Bice  will 
move  at  precisely  5.30  a.  m.,  this  being  an  exception  to  the  hour  above 
designated.  Third.  Trains  as  follows:  First,  supply  train;  second, 
ambulances;  third,  trains  of  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  and  Ninth  Illi- 
nois Mounted  Infan tiy;  fourth,  trains  Second  and  Third  Brigades;  fifth, 
ordnance  train.  Fourth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams, 
who  will  )io  disiiose  of  his  regiments  as  to  have  them  guard  the  greatest 
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number  of  wagons;  tbe  supply  and  ordnance  | trains]  being  of  the  most 
imjjortanoe  will  require  to  be  more  closely  watched.  Fifth.  Third  Bri- 
gade Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding. 

* * * * # * * 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jolin  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEBTS, 
A,ssistant  AdjvAcmt- General. 


Headc^uarters  Seventeenth  Army  (Jorps, 

Binnalxcrh  Bridge,  C.,  Fehruarij  .9,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

A ssista  nt  A dj  u taut-  Genera  I : 

One  regiment  of  the  First  Division  has  crossed  the  main  stream 
about  300  yards  below  the  road,  and  General  Mower  is  now  laying  a pon- 
toon bridge.  The  enemy  have  not  yet  discovered  him,  and  are  still  in 
position.  There  is  a swamp  between  where  he  landed  and  the  enemy, 
which  he  thinks  passable. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  R.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army^  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  BinnakerK^  Bridge,  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen,  F.  R.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : The  general  commanding  wishes  you  to  effect  a lodg- 
ment on  the  other  side  of  the  river  by  making  a detour  sufficiently  far 
to  your  left  to  turn  the  enemy’s  position  without  loss.  He  is  satisfied 
that  the  enemy  has  nothing  but  two  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by 
cavalry  in  small  force,  and  thinks  that  he  may  be  driven  off*  by  iiersist- 
ent  and  continued  efforts,  though  there  is  no  immediate  hurry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

BinnaJceCs,  8.  C.,  Febrxiary  9,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Capt.  A.  jM.  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Ad j^it ant- General.,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  : General  Mower  has  crossed  the  river  with  his  entire  com- 
mand, and  thinks  he  is  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  Avho  are  supposed  to  still 
be  in  ])osition.  I have  ordered  the  Third  Division  to  his  supi)ort,  one 
brigade  to  cross  and  one  to  remain  on  this  side. 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  R.  BLAIR,  jR., 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing, 
SaJkehatchie  Bive)\  February  .9,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aide- de- Camp : 

Ma.jor  : Geary’s  division  leaving  here  at  6 a.  in.  to-day  and  will  reach 
Blackville  to-night.  I ordered  the  Fourteenth  Corps  to  Blackville,  but 
in  view  of  the  movements  of  the  Twentieth  Coips  I shall  direct  Davis 
to  some  point  west  of  Blackville.  Before  leaving  Savannah  I applied 
for  a regiment  of  cavalry,  also  for  one  of  the  engineer  regiments.  I 
understood  that  both  applications  were  approved  by  General  Sherman, 
yet  I have  not  had  an  engineer  soldier  Avith  me  and  have  had  but  six 
mounted  men.  All  my  messages  haA^e  been  sent  by  footmen.  I cannot 
to-day  send  a mounted  man  to  the  general-in-chief  nor  to  either  of  the 
coi’ps  commanders  under  me.  1 have  had  bridges  to  construct  in  Avater 
from  eight  to  fifteen  feet  in  depth  and  have  not  had  a man  of  experience 
Avith  me.  If  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  retain  all  the  engineer 
troops  with  the  Eight  Wing,  I earnestly  hope  that  at  least  one  com- 
pany of  the  First  Michigan  may  be  sent  to  this  AAing.  I also  ask  that 
at  least  100  good  cavalrymen,  under  good  officers,  may  be  permanently 
assigned  to  duty  with  me.  I AA^onld  like  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ^ Grahands  Station.,  February  9,  1865 — 12  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Blackville : 

Dear  General:  Your  note  of  this  morning  is  received.  Williams 
moved  hence  for  Blackville  this  a.  m.  The  Michigan  Engineers  have 
been  ordered  to  your  Hank  to  tAvist  railroad.  Tell  Williams  I have 
inspected  his  Avork  here,  and  the  bars  ijre  not  twisted;  better  do  half 
the  quantity,  but  do  it  thoroughly;  unless  there  be  a warp,  the  bar 
can  be  straightened  again.  All  the  cavalry  is  now  and  has  been  on 
your  flank.  Kilpatrick  Avas  last  night  up  at  Williston,  where  he 
AAdiipped  a division  of  cavalry,  and  is  moving  to  break  up  railroad  par- 
tially as  far  as  Aiken.  I Avas  in  hopes  you  Avould  turn  Davis  off  beloAv 
CoosaAvhatchie  Swamp,  through  BariiAvell,  to  Williston  or  White  Pond. 
Get  him,  as  soon  as  possible,  at  work  on  the  railroad  from  Williston 
Avest,  and  in  the  meantime  have  the  bridges  at  Guignard’s  and  Pine  Log 
examined,  so  as  to  cross  there,  or  at  the  head  of  Young’s  Island.  3Iy 
orders  of  yesterday  give  the  next  movement.  To-day,  HoAvard,  with 
the  Seventeenth  Corps,  is  moving  to  Binnaker’s  Bridge.  Tavo  divis- 
ions of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  are  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  west  of  this, 
and  the  other  at  Holman’s  Bridge.  Don’t  take  any  of  Kilpatrick’s 
cavalry  to  make  escorts  or  orderlies,  for  he  has  to  fight  and  contend 
noAv  Avith  double  and  nearly  treble  his  numbers.  For  courier  duty 
and  orderlies,  pick  up  horses  and  mount  drummers  and  non-combatants. 
If  necessary  to  get  horses,  break  up  teams  and  use  mules  for  ambu- 
lances, burning  up  the  empty  Avagons.  Howard  has  no  cavalry  save 
one  fragment  of  mounted  infantry.  By  keeping  on  our  left  you  will 
have  henceforth  good  foraging  ground,  and  may  pick  up  horses  and 
l)lenty  of  forage.  Pine  Log  Ford  Avill  be  the  place  for  Kilpatrick  to 
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cross  over  the  Soutli  Edisto.  Your  best  points  will  be  the  head  of 
Young’s  Island  and  Guiguard’s.  We  must  all  turn  amphibious,  for  the 
country  is  half  under  water.  Mower  had  to  fight  at  the  Salkehatchie 
Avith  his  men  up  to  their  armpits,  he  setting  the  example.  I think  we 
can  spend  all  of  to-morrow  on  railroad  breaking,  but  next  day  we 
must  be  across  Edisto.  You  can  gain  time  on  Howard  as  he  swings 
against  Orangeburg.  Your  wing  Avill  move  on  Columbia. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General, 


Headquarteks  Left  Wingt,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Blaekville,  S.  (7.,  Fehrimry  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  moA^e 
your  cori)s  through  Barnwell  to  Williston,  on  the  Augusta  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad.  He  wishes  the  railroad  destroyed  from  that  point  west 
as  far  as  possible,  until  you  receive  further  orders.  Williston  is  the 
first  station  west  of  Blackville. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DEOHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mims''  Farm.,  February  9,  1865. 

Col.  A.  C.  McCluro, 

Assistant  Adjutan t-  General : 

Colonel:  Please  say  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  I have 
gone  into  camp  at  this  place,  which  is  twenty-nine  miles  from  Barn- 
Avell  and  two  miles  from  the  forks  of  the  road,  marked  on  the  maps  as 
Gillett’s  Church.  (I  get  these  distances  from  the  negroes.)  This  is  as 
far  as  1 thought  the  rear  of  the  command  could  reach,  and  as  the  last 
Avagons  have  just  only  got  into  camp  at  0.30  o’clock,  I think  I Avas 
right.  Unless  I receive  other  orders  1 Avill  march  toward  Barnwell  at 
0.30  o’clock  in  the  morning  (prompt),  and  if  the  roads  are  fixir  will  get 
Avithin  a mile  of  it  to-morroAv  night.  The  town  itself  was  burned  by 
our  cavalry  three  days  ago.  I lost  three  hours  to  day  in  building  cross- 
ings over  streams.  The  last  one  turned  out  badly,  I learn,  although  I 
loAvered  the  water  on  the  road  nine  inches  by  clearing  out  the  dam 
caused  by  the  fence  Avhen  I built  my  foot  bridge.  I Avill  move  as  I have 
stated  unless  1 receive  other  orders. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIKM), 

lirevcl  Major-Gener((h  Commanding  Jtivision. 


I lEAIRiUARTERS  TWENTIETH  ArM  Y CoRPS, 

Claekrille.,  iV.  C.,  February  ,9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

•Commanding  Left  Wing^  Army  of  Georgia  : 

General:  1 ])ro])ose  to  move  Geary ’s  diAusion  and  Michigan  Engi- 
neers along  tlie  railroad  to-morroAV  toward  Williston  Station  and 
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encamp  the  corps  at  that  place  to-morrow  night.  I shall  use  the  Mich- 
igan Engineers  to  twist  the  railroad  iron;  the  infantry  to  pile  and 
burn.  If  this  meets  your  views  please  inform  me,  that  I may  make  the 
necessary  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Blacliville^  S.  C.,  February  ,9,  1865, 

Col.  J.  L.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  First  Division: 

Colonel;  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  a recon- 
naissance Avith  your  brigade  to-morrow,  starting  at  7 a.  m.,  to  Duncaif  s 
Bridge  over  the  Edisto  River,  at  the  head  of  Young’s  Island.  Gen- 
eral Slocum  is  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  crossing 
at  that  x>oint,  the  force  of  the  enemy  there,  if  any,  the  state  of  the 
roads,  &c.  If  possible  General  Sherman  wishes  the  Left  Wing  to 
cross  there.  Major  Parks  Avill  accompany  you;  more  detailed  instruc- 
tions have  been  given  him  for  transmittal  to  you.  Lieutenant  Ludlow, 
chief  of  engineers.  Left  Wing,  will  also  accompany  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKIKS, 
AssistoMt  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Blaclcville,  8.  (7.,  February  9,  1865. 

Brevet  Ma;jor-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Becond  Division: 

General:  In  accordance  Avith  directions  from  Major-General 
Slocum,  your  division  is  to  remain  at  this  place  to-morrow  to  protect 
the  trains  of  the  corps,  Avhich  are  to  be  left  here  to  await  the  result  of 
a reconnaissance  which  Avill  be  made  to-morrow  by  Colonel  Selfridge’s 
brigade  toAA^ard  Huncan’s  Bridge.  The  general  commanding  desires 
that  you  Avill  send  one  of  your  brigades  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing to  take  the  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  railroad,  now  occupied 
by  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division.  The  balance  of  your 
troops  Avili  be  disposed  so  as  to  protect  the  trains.  Your  orderly  has 
been  detained  here  to  await  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Special  i Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [ Taventieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  ) Near  Blaclcville,  B.  C.,  February  .9,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morroAv  at  7 a.  m.  Order  of  brigades: 
Third,  First,  Second.  Colonel  Mindil  Avill  leave  two  regiments  as  rear 
guard  to  coA^er  the  ti*ains. 

Bv  command  of  Bvt.  .Vaj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

.^Lv.v ista n t Adjutant- Geyiera  1. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  S.  (7.,  February  9^  1866. 

3Iaj.  Geu.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

General:  In  turning’  over  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
South  to  you  I herewith  place  in  your  hands  the  instructions,  both 
imblic  and  confidential,  received  from  the  War  Department  and  from 
General  Sherman.  General  Sherman’s  written  instructions  may  be 
modified  in  execution,  if  the  circumstances  warrant  it;  for  instance,  if 
the  enemy  show  a disposition  to  evacuate  Charleston  he  may  be  felt 
strongly,  and  if  the  evacuation  actually  takes  place  the  works  are  to 
be  occupied  and  the  diversion  in  Bull’s  Bay  may  not  then  be  made. 
Secondly.  After  carrying  out  the  instructions  regarding  the  operation 
at  Bull’s  Ba3%  if,  in  the  judgment  ot  the  commander  of  the  department, 
an  additional  operation  may  be  attempted  on  Sullivan’s  Island,  as  the 
admiral  desires,  he  may  undertake  it  if  circumstances  be  favorable. 
This  must  not,  however,  be  to  the  prejudice  of  anything  specially 
directed  by  General  Sherman.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch  is  to  follow  the 
enemy  toward  Charleston  with  his  whole  division  and  destroy  com- 
pletely the  railroad  as  far  as  he  can  go.  This  ought  to  be  done  as  far 
as  the  Ashepoo  if  possible,  and  under  very  favorable  circumstances  to 
the  Edisto.  He  is  at  the  same  time  aided  by  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 
commanding  camp  of  detachments  for  General  Sherman’s  army  at 
Blair’s  landing,  on  the  Pocotaligo  Kiver,  to  guard  General  Sherman’s 
communication  back  to  Port  Eoyal,  at  least  from  the  railroad  back  to 
that  place.  General  Prince  is  under  command  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  department.  If  the  city  of  Charleston  be  evacuated  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  is  to  be  stopped,  as  we  may  need  it  for  use. 
General  Hatch  may  then  be  withdrawn,  leaving  a sufficient  guard  at 
Port  Boyal  Ferry,  Pocotaligo,  &c.  As  soon  as  General  Sherman 
reaches  the  triangle  betw^een  Columbia,  Camden,  and  Kinston,  this 
same  force  may  also  be  withdrawn,  then  be  used  elsewhere.  The 
orders  Irom  General  Grant  are  to  maintain  a camp  at  or  near  Pocotal- 
igo, and  no  limit  is  fixed  to  this  maintenance.  General  Sherman 
desired  a picket  to  be  kept  at  Coosawhatchie,  Salkehatchie  bridge,  and 
Combahee  Ferry,  with  a reserve  at  Garden’s  Corners,  and  wherever 
else  necessary,  with  main  body  at  camp  at  or  near  Pocotaligo.  As  far 
as  operations  in  Charleston  Harbor  is  concerned,  the  commander  of 
the  department  may  co-operate  with  the  admiral  in  any  way  that  he 
may  judge  proper,  provided  the  written  instructions  be  first  fully 
carried  out.  General  Sherman  did  not  favor  any  serious  operation 
about  Charleston  Harbor,  but  was  willing  to  yield  Ids  objections  if  the 
commanding  ofticer,  after  carrying  out  his  essential  directions,  judged 
he  had  an  o[)portunity  favorable  enough  to  warrant  the  risk  of  a serious 
attack.  General  Sherman  attached  more  importance  to  the  flank  move- 
ment at  Bull’s  Bay  and  Georgetown.  Major  Gray  infoianed  me  that 
General  Sherman  desired  the  operation  at  Bull’s  Pay  to  be  made  six 
days  from  that  day  (the  8th  instant).  The  force  for  this  is  assembled 
at  the  Stono.  The  present  position  of  affairs  with  respect  to  General 
Saxton  is  seen  by  reference  to  letters  on  fde.  General  Saxton  has 
to-day  replied  to  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  requesting  that  ho  state 
officially  what  aid  and  assistance  he  requires  to  enable  him  to  perform 
his  duties.  This  letter  is  left  for  your  action.  I have  also  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  liave  the  last  sentence  of  ])aragraph 
V,  of  Special  I'deld  Orders,  No.  15,  issued  by  General  Sherman, 
annulled,  so  as  to  leave  the  recridting  and  organization  of  the  negroes 
where  it  rested  by  tuevious  orders  and  instructions  of  the  War  De])art- 
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nieiit.  This  application  was  made  with  the  sanction  of  General  Sher- 
man. I have  also  applied  for  the  detail  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney 
to  relieve  Brevet  Major-General  Saxton  of  all  duties  in  this  department. 
V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-  General j Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  S.  (7.,  February  P,  1865. 
Bvt.  MaJ.  Gen.  Rufus  Saxton,  U.  S.  Yolunteers, 

Inspector  of  Settlements  and  Plantations : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  5th  instant  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  4th,  and  would  state  in  answer 
that,  being  about  to  go  Yorth  on  leave  of  absence,  I have  turned  over 
your  requests,  as  contained  therein,  to  Major-General  Gillmore,  who 
relieves  me,  for  his  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarg'ers  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  8.  (7.,  February  .9,  1865.  (Via  Pocotaligo.) 
Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

Telegram  received.  I telegraphed  you  that  it  was  necessary  to  follow 
np  the  enemy  and  destroy  as  much  of  the  railroad  as  possible.  This 
was  in  answer  to  your  dispatch  stating  that  the  enemy  had  fallen  back 
from  your  front,  and  had  his  main  force  at  Adams’  Run.  I have  been 
granted  a leave  of  absence  and  shall  leave  on  the  Arago  to-morrow. 
Major-General  Gillmore  relieves  me. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  9,  1865. 
Brig.  Geii.  E.  E.  Potter,  Beaufort,  8.  C.: 

Major-General  Foster  authorizes  Brigadier-General  Hatch  to  take 
troops  from  your  district  for  the  purpose  of  building  a tete-de-pont  at 
Port  Royal  Ferry.  Two  companies  have  been  ordered  there  for  that 
purpose  from  Beaufort.  No  other  authority  has  been  granted  to  Gen- 
eral Hatch. 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutan  t-  Genera  1. 


Headquaijters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  (7.,  February  .9,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potier,  Beaufort,  8.  C. : 

Prepare  to  go  to  the  Northern  District  to  take  charge  of  an  offensiv^e 
operation.  I will  send  tlie  Coit  for  you.  Come  down  here  as  soon  as 
she  nrrives  at  Beaufort.  Leave  the  command  of  the  district  tem- 
porarily in  th(‘,  hands  of  th(‘  lu^xt  senior  oflicer. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-Gener((l,  Commanding. 
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Special  Orders,  \ War  Dept.,  Ad.jt.  General’s  Office, 

No.  64.  \ Washington^  Fehniary  9^  1805. 

**#*#*# 

28.  Bvt.  Brig.  Geii.  Milton  S.  Littletield,  colonel  Twenty-first  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  the 
South  and  will  report  in  person,  wdthoiit  delay,  to  Major-General 
Canby,  commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  for  duty. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assista7it  A djutan t-  Gen eral. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No  15.  \ Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  .9,  1865. 

Having  been  granted  leave  of  absence,  on  account  of  disability  from 
wounds,  I hereby  transfer  the  command  of  this  department  during  my 
absence  to  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  the  War  Department. 

J.  G.  EOSTEK, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  16.  ) Hilton  Head^  8.  G.,  February  .9,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  at 
Washington,  D.  G.,  January  30,  1865,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  De])artment  of  the  South. 

All  existing  orders  and  regulations  will  remain  in  force  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  17.  Hilton  Head^  8.  0.,  February  .9,  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  hereby  announced  on  the  staff  of 
tlie  major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly: 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Ca])t.  Thorndike  D.  Hodges,  Thirty-fifth  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant-general. 

Col.  C.  L.  Kilbiirn,  assistant  commissary-general  of  subsistence,  11. 
S.  Army,  chief  commissary. 

Maj.  C.  V7.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  quartermaster. 

Maj.  J.  C.  Gray,  jr.,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  judge-advocate. 

Burg.  M.  Olymer,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  medical  director. 

iMaj.  A.  V.  Elliott,  additional  paymaster,  TJ.  S,  Army,  chief  paymaster. 

Bvt.  Maj.  George  E.  Gouraud,  aide-d(i-camp,  acting  assistant  insi)ec- 
tor  general. 

Capt.  Cdiarles  K.  8nter,  U.  S.  Ihigineer  (Jorps,  chief  engineer. 

I'h'i  st  Lieut.  Isaac  Arnold,  jr.,  (T.  S.  Army,  chi(‘f  of  ordnance. 
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Lieut.  Col.  S.  L.  Woodford,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  Xew 
York  Volunteers,  provost-inarshal-general. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames,  Third  Ehode  Island  Volunteer  Artillery, 
chief  of  artillery. 

Capt.  Leslie  Smith,  First  U.  S.  Infantry,  commissary  of  musters. 
Capt.  Jesse  Merrill,  chief  signal  officer. 

Capt.  Henry  M.  Bragg,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  James  E.  Gilmore,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
superintendent  military  telegraphs. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


LIdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Folly  Island j >S'.  C.,  Fehrnary  9,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Departmetd  of  the  South: 

Captain  : In  pursuance  to  verbal  instructions  received  February  G 
from  Major-General  Foster,  and  no  orders  to  the  contrary  having  been 
received  up  to  this  moment  (3.30  p.  m.,  February  9,  1865),  the  movement 
ordered  will  be  carried  outto-night  and  to-morrow.  The  only  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  navy  I have  been  able  to  secure  is  the  action  of 
tlie  naval  force  commonly  posted  in  Stono  Inlet,  viz,  two  gun-boats  and 
two  mortar  schooners.  Ensign  Neil  has  arrived  with  the  military  gun- 
boats Augusta  and  Savannah,  but  has  not  yet  reported  to  me.  No 
rations  have  yet  arrived.  There  are  at  present  no  indications  of  an 
intended  evacuation  of  Charleston  by  the  enemy.  There  seems  to  be 
in  part  new  troops  around  Charleston,  as  the  intercepted  signal  dis- 
patches constantly  show  new  names.  Yesterday,  February  8,  certain 
officers  at  Mount  Pleasant  were  ordered  to  report  themselves  for  duty 
at  Jacksonborouglu 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Bistriet. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[ Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  1.  ) Federal  Pointy  V.  C.,  February  9,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  orders  of  the  War  Department,  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Department  headquarters  will  be  with  the  army  in  the  field. 

The  following  staff  officers  are  on  duty  at  these  headquarters: 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Maj.  William  M.  Wherry,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  William  J.  Twining,  aide-de-cam]). 

Capt.  William  A.  Lord,  aide-de-camp. 

A.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  ^^orth  Carolina, 

Arma"  of  the  Ohio, 

February  9,  1865. 

Kear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding^  c&c.,  Cape  Fear  River : 

Sir:  Preparatory  to  operations  against  Wilmington,  I desire  to 
advance  General  Terry’s  line  so  as  to  threaten  the  enemy’s  position 
east  of  Cape  Fear  River.  It  will  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  to 
have  for  a short  time  previous  to  the  advance  a strong  fire  from  the 
gun  boats  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  viz,  immediately  opposite 
Fort  Anderson.  Possibly  the  efiect  of  this  may  be  so  great  as  to  enable 
the  troops  to  take  possession  of  Sugar  Loaf  Hill,  and  thus  obviate  the 
necessity  of  the  proposed  operations  west  of  the  river.  The  fleet  outside 
may  also  render  some  assistance,  though  the  fire  will  be  at  long  range 
and  inaccurate  on  account  of  the  intervening  woods.  I would  like  to 
make  the  advance  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day  at  the  latest,  if  you  can 
be  prepared  to  co-operate  so  soon.  If  this  movement  results  in  a decided 
success,  which  I do  not  count  upon,  I will  push  for  Wilmington  at  once. 
If  not,  I will  then  be  prepared  to  transfer  troops  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  and  threaten  in  like  manner  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  line, 
preparatory  to  the  more  extended  movement  to  turn  the  enemy’s  position. 
These  initiatory  movements  can  be  made  while  I am  getting  up  the  rest 
of  my  troops  and  materials,  and  preparing  for  an  extended  movement, 
if  that  iirove  to  be  necessary.  I hope  thus  to  save  several  days’  time, 
which  is  important.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  when  you  can 
co-operate  in  the  movement  I propose. 

I am,  admiral,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  February  9,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  C.  Hayes, 

Aeting  Provost-Marshal^  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

Please  say  to  General  Schofield  that  I have  nothing  of  importance 
to  communicate.  The  various  preparations  for  co-operation  with  other 
forces  are  going  on  quietly.  Should  General  Schofield  come  to  More- 
liead  I shall  see  him.  Where  is  he  now,  and  can  I expect  him  here 
soon  ? 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Morehead  City,  February  .9,  1865. 

Brigadier-Genernl  Palmer, 

Neiv  Berney  N.  C. : 

General:  I arrived  at  this  point  tliis  morning  at  8 o’clock  with 
about  5,000  troops,  and  am  ordered  to  move  directly  to  New  Berne.  I 
await  transportation. 

THUS.  F.  MEAGHER, 

Brig.  Gen..,  Comdg.  Provisional  iJivision^  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
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Fort  Fisher,  Fehruarif  .9,  1865. 

General  K.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engiyieer.,  JJ.  S.  Army^  Washington.,  D.  C. : 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a sketch  of  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fisher.* 
The  department  letter  of  January  28  is  received,  and  in  a day  or  two 
Admiral  Porter  will  place  a vessel  at  my  disposal  for  the  experiments 
referred  to  therein. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

G.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^  Aide-de-Campj  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  10^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Washington^  B.  C.  : 

The  Dispatch  to-day  has  the  following: 

FR03I  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  enemy  are  in  possession  of  the  railroad  west  of  Branchville.  A dispatch  from 
General  Wheeler,  dated  Holman’s  P)ridoe,  February  7,  received  in  Charleston  on  Wed- 
nesday, says : 

My  pickets  near  Blackville  this  morning  were  charged  by  three  brigades  of 
cavalry,  which  drove  them  beyond  the  village.  Dibrell’s  (Tennessee)  brigade,  being  in 
the  vicinity,  met  and  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  back  into  the  village.  Black- 
ville is  on  the  line  of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad,  twenty-eight  miles  west  of  Branch- 
ville and  forty-nine  miles  southwest  of  Columbia.” 

A dispatch  from  Branchville,  received  in  Charleston  the  same  day,  states: 

‘‘The  enemy  have  made  their  appearance  along  the  South  Carolina  Railroad 
beyond  the  Edisto  River,  and  have  burned  a house  within  a mile  and  a half  of  the 
railroad  bridge.  About  7 o’clock  yesterday  evening  our  troops  were  withdrawn  to 
this  side  of  the  bridge  and  the  bridge  burned.  Thus  railroad  connection  with 
Augusta  is  severed.” 

No  official  dispatches  from  this  quarter  were  given  to  the  press  yesterday ; whether 
any  were  received  we  do  not  know.  It  is  an  error,  however,  to  suppose  that  because 
any  point  on  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  that  we  can 
no  longer  draw  sui»plies  from  Georgia.  It  would  be  unwise  to  explain  the  matter  at 
this  time. 

There  was  a report  yesterday  that  Charleston  had  been  evacuated.  We  find  in 
official  circles  no  confirmation  of  the  report. 

From  tliu  Whig: 

Charleston,  February  9. — A dispatch  from  Orangeburg  to-day  says  that  the 
enemy  are  in  front  of  the  Edisto  line  from  near  New  Bridge  to  Duncan’s  Bridge. 
The  main  force  is  said  to  be  near  the  railroad.  There  has  been  skirmishing  to-day 
at  Binnakers  Bridge.  Our  troops  are  guarding  the  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy 
show  no  disposition  to  force  a crossing.  A dispatch  from  General  AVheeler,  dated 
February  8,  3.30 p.  m.,  says: 

‘‘A  largo  column  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  struck  the  railroad  at  Graham’s  and 
Blackville.  Kilpatrick  is  at  Plackville  with  three  brigades.” 

I’RO.n  PETERSBURG. 

ItESIT/rS  OF  TUESDAY’S  FIGHTING. — THE  ENEMY  ERECTING  OBSERVATORIES. — BOTH 
SIDES  STRENGTHENING  THE  NEW  LINES. 

Petersburg,  February  8. — There  was  no  lighting  to-day  and  quiet  was  once  more 
resumed.  The  enemy  still  holds  his  position  on  Hatcher’s  Run.  His  linos  have 
thereby  been  extended,  but  not  advanced.  General  Sorrel  was  wounded  in  the 
lungs,  but  the  wound  is  not  considered  mortal.  Colonel  Hoffiman,  of  Virginia,  was 
killed  ill  the  light  Monday.  Our  loss  will  not  reach  500;  the  enemy’s  loss  is  esti- 
mated to  be,  treble  that  number.  The  dead  have  all  been  buried,  and  the  wounded 
brought' from  the  (iebl.  'I'he  miemy  are  (u-ecting  observatories  on  our  right. 

* See  Plate  LXXV,  Ma])  1 of  the  Atlas. 
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The  heavj’^  cannonading  yesterday  afternoon  was  caused  hy  our  artillery  shelling 
the  enemy's  lines.  Both  sides  were  engaged  to-day  in  strengtliening  their  new  lines. 

The  Montgomeiy  Mail  learns  that  the  Federals  are  concentrating  their  forces  at 
Eastport  and  Decatur,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  on  Selma  and  Montgomery  as  soon 
as  the  roads  are  in  a snitahre  condition.  Vice-President  Stephens  left  Richmond 
Wednesday  evening  for  Georgia. 

T.  S.  BOWEKS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  AHHiniant  Adjutant -Cot  era  I . 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  BinnakeCs  Bridge^  S.  6'.,  Fehruary  10,  JcSO'j. 

]\lai.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  j\Iississi2)2)i  : 

General:  Your  note  of  last  niglit  received.  J will  liave  a good 
bridge-Lead  at  eacli  place,  and  govern  myself  by  your  dii*ections.  I 
sent  a lienteuant  with  six  mounted  men  to  meet  the  supi)ly  train  and 
turn  it  so  as  to  follow  General  Corse.  There  is  no  doubt  but  Avhat  it  is 
with  him.  It  has  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  for  a guard.  It 
may  be  in  rear  of  Davis.  I am  going  over  the  Edisto  now  to  recon- 
noiter.  The  casualties  in  yesterday’s  skirmish  were  1 man  killed,  1 
mortally  wounded,  and  3 others  wounded.  The  enemy  commanded  the 
road  with  his  artillery. 

Very  respectfullv, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Near  Grahands,  S.  C.,  Fehruary  j(}^  1865. 
General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  I have  just  returned  from  Blackville,  where  I saw  Gen- 
eral Sloc-um.  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  ail  u])  and  at  work  destroying- 
railroad.  The  Fourteenth,  General  Slocum  thinks,  will  reach  Williston 
to-night.  I also  learn  that  General  Corse  is  close  at  hand,  so  all  things 
are  in  readiness  for  the  move  on  Orangeburg.  General  Slocum  will 
have  his  two  corps  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Edgefield  road,  opposite 
the  Ne^v  Bridge,  at  the  head  of  Fair’s  Island,  and  Guignard’s  by  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  You  had  better  move  the  Seventeenth  Corps  straight 
on  Orangeburg,  aiming  to  get  within  two  or  three  miles,  ready  the  next 
day  to  cross  by  pontoons  above  Orangeburg  and  make  a lodgment  on 
the  road.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  .should  move  to-morrow  to  Bull  Fight 
Fond,  and  the  next  day  to  North  Edisto,  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Branch 
(Jreek  or  Caw  Caw,  according  to  the  appearances  about  Orangeburg. 
I will  accomi)any  the  Fifteenth  Corps  and  camp-  with  it  to  morrow' 
night.  I want  to  have  the  road  broken  up  good  from  about  Orange- 
burg u])  above  the  State  road,  Mathews’  l^ost- Office,  but  would  prefer 
that  one  corps  should  do  the  work,  leaving  the  Fitteenth  to  follow  a 
cour.se  more  to  the  -we.st  in  support  of  the  Left  Wing,  in  the  event  of 
Dick  Taylor  having  got  to  Augusta  with  Hood’s  old  army.  Slocum’s 
orders  will  take  him  by  the  most  direct  road  pos.sible  to  Columbia,  but 
making  to  his  left  about  tlie  Sand  Hills  in  case  he  comes  in  contact  with 
one  of  your  columns.  1 hav(i  nothing  from  Kilj)atrick  to-day.  Jf 
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to- morrow  or  uext  day  we  obser\'e  a eoiiceiitratioii  of  forces  about 
Orangeburg  I can  draw  from  Slocum  by  the  Edgetield  road.  I will 
notify  General  Logan  to  put  bis  corps  in  motion  to-morrow  to  Bull 
Figbt  Pond. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- Genera],  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  I^epaetaient  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

year  BinnalxeCs  Bridge,  February  10,  1800. 

Major-Genei  al  Sherman  : 

General:  Your  letter  is  just  received.  J sent  a little  time  ago  an 
order  for  your  approval.  The  only  difference  will  be  the  stopping  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  a, little  short  of  where  I ordered  it.  I am  inclined  to 
think  one  division  had  better  follow  the  Seventeenth  Corps  till  opposite 
Bull  Fight  Pond. 

Bespectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  BinnakeCs  Bridge,  A C.,  February  10,  1800. 

]\Iaj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  : 

General:  One  of  our  men  captured  the  other  day  near  Graham’s 
escaped  from  his  guard  near  Orangeburg.  He  says  he  crossed  the 
river  at  Holman’s  Bridge  on  the  7th.  He  says  he  saw  quite  large 
camps  on  the  north  side  of  the  Edisto,  and  understood  that  the  troops 
were  of  Lee’s  corps,  and  had  marched  all  the  way  from  Augusta. 
Stovall’s  brigade  was  in  front  of  Mower  last  night,  of  Stevenson’s  divis- 
ion, said  to  be  400  strong.  They  took  the  first  left-hand  road  and  went 
toward  Columbia.  The  force  in  front  of  Hazen  was  infantry,  and  took 
the  Columbia  road.  My  scouts  have  been  over  this  road  across  Hol- 
man’s Bridge  as  fiir  as  it  intercepts  the  left-hand  road  from  Biunaker’s 
Bridge,  that  is,  five  or  six  miles  out.  Tiie  road  is  reported  good  and 
the  country  full  of  provisions.  Eveiything  is  in  readiness  now  to 
advance  on  Orangeburg.  1 have  directed  General  Logan  to  send  three 
divisions  by  Holman’s  Bridge  and  one  by  Binnaker’s.  Tlie  latter  will 
be  the  nearest  for  Corse  from  Graham’s.  I hardly  think  Corse  will  reach 
Graham’s  to-night.  The  supply  train  you  inquired  about  is  with  him. 

A^erv  respectfullv, 

().  ().  HOWAilD, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Corse  has  deviated  toward  your  camj),  and  must  be  within  six 
miles  of  you  to-night.  1 send  yon  some  mail  just  arrived  by  Captain 
Gilbreth. 

\’'erv  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-Ge7ieral. 
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General  j Readquakter.s  J)ep4rtment  and 
Field  Order s,  [ Army  of  the  ‘Tennessee, 

No.  10.  ) Near  Binnaker\s  Bridge^  B.  C.,  February  10^  1865. 

The  coiiimanding  general  lias  noticed  quite  an  amount  of  provisions 
taken  from  the  country  in  the  camps  after  the  troops  have  left.  It  is 
directed  that  the  empty  wagons  be  filled  with  commissary  supplies  j for- 
aged noAv  while  there  is  an  abundance.  This  work  had  better  be  care- 
fully proportioned  to  each  brigade  by  the  division  commissary.  Fill  the 
wagons  first  and  keep  them  filled  with  meal,  flour,  bacon,  sweet  potatoes, 
&c.  In  this  way  the  command  will  be  prepared  to  encounter  a few  days’ 
march  through  a barren  country.  Corps  and  division  commanders  will 
see  that  a fair  amount  of  forage  is  taken  along,  but  in  filling  the  empty 
wagons  as  above  ordered  they  will  give  the  preference  to  commissary 
supplies. 

B\'  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Hov/ard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
AsFisian t A djutant- Gen eral. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  35. 

^ * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Near  BlnnakeBs  Bridge.,  S.  0.,  February  10^  1865. 
* # # 


II.  The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march,  commencing  to-morrow 
at  7 a.  m. : The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  command- 
ing, will  move  directly  along  the  Binnaker  Bridge  road  on  Orangeburg; 
take  up  a strong  position  west  of  the  North  Fork,  pushing  forward  a 
reconnaissance  of  at  least  one  brigade,  without  wagons,  to  secure  and 
hold  the  bridge  at  that  point  (Orangeburg),  if  possible.  Pen’s  Branch 
will  probably  afford  a position  for  the  right  fiaiik.  Maj.  Gen.  John  A. 
Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  march  three  of  his 
divisions  via  Holman’s  Bridge  and  endeavor  to  reach  the  point  marked 
Poi)lar  Spring  with  his  head  of  column.  He  will  nntrch  his  other  divis- 
ion via  Binnaker’s  Bridge  toward  Orangeburg  until  it  forms  a junction 
with  the  rest  of  his  command  opposite  Poplar  Spring.  Fie  will  care- 
fully examine  all  roads  and  crossings  of  the  North  Fork  to  the  north  of 
Orangeburg.  The  trains  of  department  headquarters  will  follow  the 
leading  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The  section  of  the 
bridge  with  General  Logan  will  follow  and  encamp  near  his  rear  divis- 
ion. The  section  with  (leneral  Bhiir  will  follow  and  encamp  near  the 
rear  division  on  Binnaker’s  Bridge  road.  Headquarters  to-morrow 
night  will  be  near  the  advance  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

A ssistant  A djutan  t-  G enera  /. 


Headqt^arters  Fii'teenth  Army  Corps, 

Fogle\s  Plantation,  8,  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Ij.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Ma.tcr  : 1 liave  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the. 
gemual-in-cliief,  tlmt  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from 
.Major-General  Howaid,  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps  has  been 
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])uslie<l  across  the  Edisto  Kiver  at  Holman’s  Bridge,  .and  the  Third 
Division,  Major-General  Smith  commanding,  has  been  ordered  to  move 
forward  this  afternoon  to  occupy  the  position  formerly  held  by  General 
Hazen,  near  Holman’s  Bridge,  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOim  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- Genera]. 


Hdqks.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  WalleFs  Honse,  February  10^ 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Corps : 

General  : I have  this  moment  written  to  General  Howard  that  he 
may  begin  his  movement  on  Orangeburg.  You  may,  therefore,  in  the 
morning  early  put  your  corps  in  motion  for  Bull  Fight  Pond,  on  the 
Edgefield  and  Orangeburg  road,  and  then  await  orders  from  General 
Howard  or  myself.  I will  accompany  you,  going  from  here  direct  to 
Holman’s  Bridge. 

I am,  L^c.,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major  ■^General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Fear  Bvmialcer^s  Bridge^  8.  0.,  February  10^  :18f)5. 


Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Please  reconuoiter  as  soon,  as  you  can  across  Holman’s 
Bridge  and  as  far  as  Bull  Fight  Pond,  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  have 
any  force  on  the  road,  and  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  road  that 
far. 


\Ary  respectfully, 


O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquartep.s  Fifteenth  Araiy  Corps, 

Fogle's  Plantationj  8.  0.,  February  JO,  J86~). 

]Maj.  Gen.  0.0.  Homard, 

Commanding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  1 have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Corse  with 
his  division  is  about  six  miles  back  on  the  direct  road  from  Springtown 
^Meeting  House  to  this  point,  crossing  the  railroad  in  front  of  my  head- 
{piarters.  I have  sent  a staff  officer  back  to  meet  him. 

J am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 
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]1])(>KS.  l^^iRST  J>i VISION,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Orangeburg  and  Barmrell  Cross-Roads,  N'.  C., 

Feb rua ry  1 0,  :18d'> . 

.Mil).  Max.  AVoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteentti  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  ]ias  elfectiially 
destroyed  the  following  amount  of  the  Charleston  and  Augusta  Rail- 
road: First  Brigade,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods  commanding, 
four  miles  at  aud  near  Bamberg  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant;  one  mile, 
near  our  present  location,  to-day,  the  10th.  This  was  road  that  had 
already  been  torn  up,  and  I was  obliged  to  get  the  fuel.  Second 
Brigade,  Col.  R.  F.  (hitterson,  Ninety-seventh  Indiana,  commanding, 
two  miles  near  our  present  camp  to-day,  the  10th  instant.  Third 
Brigade,  Col.  George  A.  Stone,  Twenty-tifth  Iowa,  commanding,  one 
mile  and  three-quarters  near  our  present  camp  to-day  and  yesterday; 
l)art  of  this  had  already  been  torn  up.  This  brigade  marched  to  Black- 
^ ille  yesterday,  the  Otli,  after  having  made  the  march  from  Bamberg 
to  the  present  camp,  and  destroyed  one  mile  of  the  track  as  above 
reported.  Total  amount  of  track  torn  up,  eight  miles  and  three- 
quarters.  The  work  was  all  thoroughly  done,  the  ties  being  burned 
and  the  rails  so  twisted  they  can  be  made  of  no  service,  and  are 
worthless. 

I am,  major,  verv  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Ma/jor- Genera  L 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fogleh  Plantation,  R.  C.,  February  yo,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  Third  Division  will  move  this  afternoon  to  the  ])osi- 
tion  now  occupied  by  Major-General  Hazen,  preparatory  to  crossing 
the  river  in  the  morning.  Please  extend  your  pickets  around  on  the 
right  liank,  beyond  where  General  John  E.  Smitlds  camp  was,  so  as  to 
cov(‘r  that  flank  and  the  headquarters  of  General  Sherman.  General 
Smith  Avill  move  out  at  3 o’clock,  and  the  general  commanding  desires 
you  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  road,  as  the  working  parties  from 
the  Third  Division  will  be  withdrawn  at  that  hour. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Field  Orders.]  Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  (F)RPS, 

In  the  Field,  H.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 
This  division  will  leav(i  cam])  at  0 a.  m.  to-morrow,  February  11. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Woods  will  move  out  in  the  advance  on  the 
Holman’s  Bridge  road  (the  one  leading  through  the  camp  of  the  divis 
ion),  followed  l)y  the  battery,  usual  trains,  and  the  Second  Brigade. 
Colonel  Stone,  commanding  tlie  Third  Brigade,  will  protect  the  trains 
with  two  of  his  regiments,  marching  tlie  remaining  three  in  rear.  He 
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will  also  send  a com]:)any  to  these  headquarters  one-half  hour  before 
the  column  moves  out  (5.30)  to  receive  instructions  for  provost  duty 
during  the  day. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSOX, 

Acting  Assintant  Afljutant- Genernl. 

Reveille  will  sound  at  these  headquarters  at  3.30  a.  m. 


Head(2UArters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fogle’ Plantation,  8.  C.,  Fehniary  10^  ISGo. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Conwianding  Second  IMvision,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major-General  How- 
ard, you  Avill  please  cross  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry 
over  Holman’s  Bridge  as  soon  as  possible,  and  push  them  out  on  the 
direct  road  as  far  as  Bull  Figlit  Pond,  to  ascertain  if  the  enejuy  have 
any  force  on  the  road,  and  the  character  of  the  road  itself  that  far. 
When  this  information  is  obtained  you  may  withdraw  the  mounted 
infantry. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division, 
Holmards  Bridge^  S.  C.,  Fehrnary  Id,  J8(J5 — 7 m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  1 moved  my 
division  across  the  South  Edisto  at  4 ]).  in.  to-day,  after  preparing  the 
crossing,  and  am  now  camped  with  earth- works  covering  the  front  on 
the  Columbia  road  half  a mile  from  the  swamii.  1 have  two  regiments 
on  the  Orangeburg  road,  also  intrenched.  My  headquarters  is  on  the 
( 'olumbia  road. 

1 am,  resnectfullv, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

M ajor-Crcner((l . 


Hdqrs,  Third  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
HohnaFs  Bridge  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  JO,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  AVoodhull, 

Assistcnit  Adjutant  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  In  comiiliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  dated  head- 
quarters Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  February  10, 1805,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  ojierations  of  this  command  this  day: 
The  First  Brigade,  General  AV.  T\  Clark  commanding,  being  charged 
with  the  destruction  of  a portion  of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  track, 
completely  destroyed  two  and  a half  miles  of  the  same  east  of  Black 
ville.  The  division  broke  camp  at  3 o’clock  this  ]).  m.,  and  marched 
three  and  a half  miles  to  this  point,  and  is  now  situated  as  follows: 
The  First  Brigade  is  encamped  in  line  north  of  and  parallel  with  the 
main  ('Imrleston  and  Savannah  I'oad,  its  right  resting  on  the  direct 
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Holman’s  Bridge  road.  The  Second  Brigade  is  eiicainped  in  line  east 
of  and  parallel  with  the  direct  Holman’s  Bridge  road,  its  left  resting 
on  the  main  Charleston  and  Savannah  road.  These  headquarters  are 
established  on  the  Holman’s  Bridge  road,  about  200  yards  south  of  the 
intersection  of  the  same  with  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  road. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jm).  E.  SMITH, 

Bre ref  Major-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fogle^s  Flantation,  fS.  Februanj  10^  1865, 
IB’t.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  object  of  to-morrow’s  movement  will  be  to  reach 
Bull  Fight  Pond  with  the  whole  corps.  The  general  commanding 
requests  that  you  will  break  camp  at  5 a.  m.  (the  11th  instant)  and  move 
on  the  direct  road  to  Holman’s  Bridge.  There  cross  the  Edisto  Kiver 
and  make  as  many  miles  as  you  can  in  the  direction  of  the  point  indi- 
cated. You  will  follow  General  Woods’  column,  and  will  have  a good 
road  from  the  railroad  to  the  river. 

I am.  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Getter  a 1. 


Special  i Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [ Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  13.  ) In  the  Field,  S.  C.,  Fehruary  10,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
11th  instant,  on  the  Blackville  road,  in  the  following  order,  viz; 

1.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  its  train,  throwing  one  regiment 
in  rear  of  battery  and  train. 

2.  Trains  in  same  order  as  directed  for  the  lOth  instant. 

3.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  who  will 
move  his  regiments  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  so  disposed  as  to  guard 
closely  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains. 

4.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  General  Eice  commanding,  who  will  take 
the  necessary  precaution  to  prevent  straggling,  and  esi)ecially  the 
unauthorized  firing  by  soldiers. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 

A ss  istant  A d jut  an  t-  Gen  era  1. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  BinnaheBs  Bridge,  8.  C.,  Fehruary  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General;  The  general  desires  you  to  reconnoiter  up  the  first  Icft- 
hand  road  as  far  as  the  road  leading  back  to  Holman’s  Bi  idge,  if  ])ossi- 
ble,  and  rei)ort  the  character  of  the  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAX  DYKE, 

A ssistant  A djutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Araey  Corps, 

Xear  Binnaker\^  Bridge,  B.  C., 
iS’o.  G7.  ) Fehrnary  7c,  7(S’6V;. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-iuorrow  : 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have  the 
advance,  and  will  move  his  (K)mmand  forward  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  Binna- 
ker’s  Bridge  and  Orangeburg  road. 

2.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  moving  forward  at  7.30  a.  m. 

2).  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 a.  m. 

4.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes 
commanding,  will  move  in  advance  of  tiie  column,  crossing  the  river 
at  0.30  a.  m. 

5.  Department  and  corps  headquarters  trains  Avill  follow  the  troops 
of  the  Third  Division,  provided  they  are  across  the  river  in  time. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
AHHiatant  AdjutanB Ge)ier(iJ. 


General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

[ Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  12.  ) In  the  Fields  C.,  February  7C,  1865. 

I.  All  men  whose  term  of  service  expires  while  the  army  is  without 
communication  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  sent  home,  are  advised  to 
remain  on  duty  as  usual,  thus  drawing  pay,  rations,  &c.,  until  such 
time  as  they  can  be  mustered  out  and  sent  home.  Those  who  have 
already  been  mustered  out,  or  may  be  hereafter,  Avill  report  at  these 
headquarters,  to  be  organized  and  fed  and  used  for  such  duty  as  the 
general  commanding  may  direct. 

II.  Brigade  and  regimental  commanders  may  put  such  soldiers  as 
desire  it,  whose  term  of  service  has  exjiired  but  who  still  continue  on 
duty,  on  such  detached  service  as  requires  a soldier  to  till,  relieving 
them  from  further  duty  as  combatants. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

AD.  WAKE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A djutant-iieneral. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Sallcehatchie  Kiver^  8.  C.,  February  10,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Deciiert, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Left  ^ying: 

Captain:  Your  communication  conveying  the  general’s  order  for  my 
corps  to  move  from  Barnwell  to  Williston  ivas  received  at  dark.  IMy 
troops,  after  completing  their  second  day’s  march  of  twenty  miles,  are 
encamped  as  follows:  Baird  at  Barnwell,  Carlin  four,  and  Morgan 
seven  miles  south  of  this  jdace.  I shall  make  every  eftbrt  to  reach  the 
railroad  by  to-morrow  night,  and  will  commence  destroying  it  at  once. 
The  orderlies  directed  to  be  detailed  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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1 ])ave  heard  of  no  mail  for  your  headquarters  with  my  command,  but 
will  make  special  inquiry,  and  should  any  be  found  it  will  be  forwarded 
at  once. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEF.  0.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commandiiui. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Barnwell,  Fehruary  10,  1805. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McCluro, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ac.: 

Colonel  : Please  say  to  the  general  commanding  that  I have  two 
brigades  beyond  Turkey  Creek,  about  half  a mile  from  this  town,  and 
one  this  side  of  the  creek.  I have  also  Colonel  Bishop  and  his  reg- 
iment in  town  keeping  order  and  guarding  the  families  that  remain. 
All  is  very  quiet  and  orderly.  The  rascally  proceeding  of  some  strag- 
glers in  opening  the  dam  above  pur  crossing  caused  my  last  brigade  to 
wade  over  in  quite  deep  water,  but  I think  it  will  run  down  during  the 
night.  I think  my  road  to  AVilliston  should  be  the  one  beyond  Turkey 
Creek.  The  roads  on  both  sides  of  the  creek  are  good;  distance  to 
AVilliston,  thirteen  miles.  I am  out  of  rations  to-night,  and  would  like 
to  have  a few  wagons  Avith  bread  and  coffee  come  forward  to  join  me 
during  the  day  to-morrow,  if  I march  before  the  whole  train  arrives.  1 
Avill  be  on  hand  to  receive  your  orders  in  the  morning. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIED, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Blackville.  S.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

The  movements  of  this  command  to-morrow  Avill  be  as  follows: 

The  First  Division  will  suspend  work  on  the  railroad  and  march  at 
an  early  liour  to  Duncan’s  Bridge  over  the  Edisto  Kiver,  and  will  cross 
and  camp  on  the  north  side.  The  Second  Division,  with  the  engineer 
troops,  will,  after  completing  the  work  on  the  bridge,  cross  the  river 
and  encamp.  The  trains  in  the  following  order,  viz:  First  Division; 
cori)s  supply  train.  Third  Division  cavalry  train  will  march,  starting 
at  7 a.  m.,  and  cross  the  river  at  Duncan’s  Bridge.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Second  J)ivision,  will  escort  the  trains.  The  Third  Division,  with  the 
five  comT)anies  of  engineer  troops,  will  continue  the  work  of  destroy- 
ing the  railroad  until  they  are  relieved  by  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  when 
tlwi  engineer  troops  will  report  to  Alajor- General  Davis  for  duty  with 
the  Fourteenth  Corps,  and  General  AA^ard  will  march  Ids  troops  by  the 
most  direct  road  to  Duncan’s  Bridge,  crossing  the  river  there,  and 
rejoin  the  corps.  If  the  corps  should  liave  moved  from  there  he  will 
follow,  and  rejoin  it  as  soon  as  i)ossible.  The  artillery  will  march  at  the 
head  of  the  ti  ains. 

By  command  of  Brevet  ATa joi-General  Williams: 

IT.  W.  PERKINS, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

BlaeJcvilley  8,  6\,  February  10^  1865. 

Brig.  Geu.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commandinff  Third  Division  : 

General:  Tbe  inclosed  order^  is  modified  as  follows:  The  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  march  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morn- 
ing to  Guignard’s  Bridge  over  the  Edisto  River,  taking  with  you  the  five 
companies  of  engineer  troops  now  with  you,  repair  the  bridge  at  that 
point,  cross  your  command,  and  march  down  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river  to  join  the  corps.  After  completing  the  bridge  the  engineer 
troops  are  to  be  sent  back  to  Williston,  to  report  for  duty  to  General 
Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps.  That  part  of  the  corps  now 
here  will  cross  the  river  to-morrow  at  Duncan’s  Bridge  and  push  for- 
ward to  the  N'orth  Fork  of  the  Edisto.  The  general  desires  that  you 
will  follow  the  corps  as  fast  as  possible,  and  rejoin  it  as  soon  as  you 
possibly  can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistaiit  A dj utant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Johnson's  Turnout.  February  10^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Military  Dirisioii  of  the  Mississippi : 

Major:  I have  advanced  as  far  as  this  point  in  direction  of  Aiken. 
Have  just  driven  out  a brigade  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  find  that  Wheeler 
has  concentrated  the  majority  of  his  troops  at  Aiken,  and  is  now  in 
line  of  battle,  barricading  his  position  two  miles  this  side  of  Aiken. 
V/ e have  had  considerable  skirmishing,  but  nothing  more.  This  is  a 
splendid  country;  plenty  of  forage  and  supplies.  The  enemy  now 
believe  that  we  are  marching  on  Augusta;  such,  at  least,  is  the 
impression  among  the  citizens.  Anderson’s  division  crossed  Cook’s 
Bridge  last  evening,  and  passed  this  point.  Wheeler’s  command  is  at 
this  moment  passing  up  from  the  direction  of  the  river  to  my  front  and 
forming  lines  at  a trot.  1 will  not  attack  until  I hear  further  from  you. 
No  better  opportunity  ever  offered  to  break  Wheeler  up;  but  as  he 
may  have  supports  of  infantry  I do  not  consider  it  prudent  to  attack. 
Could  he  now  be  driven  back  and  Aiken  captured  we  could  secure  a 
large  amount  of  provisions,  needed  by  my  command,  and  I think  a 
wrong  [impression]  be  produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  enemy  which 
he  could  not  correct  until  it  would  be  entirely  too  late.  If  you  will 
send  me  a brigade  of  infantry  from  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  which 
must  now  be  this  side  of  Blackville  and  consequently  less  than  a day’s 
march  from  this  point,  I will  render  Wheeler  powerless  to  even  annoy 
your  fiank  or  wagon  trains  again  during  the  campaign.  Major-General 
Slocum  offered  me  a brigade  of  infantry  when  I left  him  at  Sister’s 
Ferry.  I wish  now  that  I had  taken  it.  The  brigade  asked  for  will 
not  delay  or  interfere  at  aT  with  your  plans  already  mentioned.  I can 
march  at  any  moment  with  it  to  the  Edgefield  road,  via  Cook’s  Bridge, 
and  be  in  constant  communication  with  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
which  I understand  will  not  reach  White  l^ond  for  two  or  three  days. 


" See  next,  ante. 
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I liope,  general,  that  the  suggestion  in  this  communication  contained 
will  meet  with  your  approval,  and  that  you  will  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  disposing  of  Wheeler’s  command.  I will  break  road  until  I am 
attacked,  in  which  case  you  can  rest  easy  as  to  the  result. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 

Brevet  Major-General^  (Jommandimj. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field ^ February  10,  1865. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commandiuy  Cavalry : 

General:  Your  note  from  Johnson’s  is  just  receivetl.  I cannot 
change  my  plans  now,  as  they  are  in  progress.  1 don^t  care  about 
Aiken,  unless  you  can  take  it  by  a dash,  and  as  Wheeler’s  attention  is 
drawn  to  that  quarter  you  can  let  it  work.  To-morrow  the  Eight 
Wing  moves  on  Orangeburg,  and  after  breaking  that  railroad  good  we 
will  proceed  as  heretofore  indicated.  Davis  shoukl  be  at  Williston  to- 
night or  early  to-morrow;  keep  in  communication  with  him  and  con- 
form to  his  movements.  It  won’t  pay  to  have  infantry  chasing  Wheel- 
er’s cavalry;  it  is  always  a bad  plan,  and  is  injurious  to  detach  infantry, 
save  for  a day  or  a single  occasion.  You  can  see  Davis  when  he  comes 
up,  and  he  can  spare  a brigade  for  a day  or  so,  but  I don’t  want  a bri- 
gade of  infantry  to  go  off  to  the  flank  when  the  whole  army  would 
have  to  wait  for  it,  or  it  would  be  marched  to  death  to  catch  up. 
Wheeler,  or  a part  of  his  command,  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  vSouth 
Edisto  yesterday,  and  the  concentration  of  tlie  enemy  is  being  made 
at  Columbia,  though  I have  no  doubt  that  attention  has  been  drawn 
toward  Augusta,  but  I will  not  delay  the  main  move  an  hour,  and 
therefore  want  Davis  to  move  on  as  soon  as  he  can  repair  the  bridge. 
Slocum  will  give  him  his  orders,  and  I wish  you  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  the  left  corps;  give  it  notice  of  danger  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Augusta,  and  only  attack  Wheeler  when  he  exposes  himself. 
When  operating  near  General  Davis’  corps  he  will  doubtless  let  you 
have  a brigade  of  infantry  from  time  to  time,  but  not  as  a permanent 
thing. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMA^i, 

M(fjor- General.  Command i n<j. 


Fort  Monroe,  V a.,  February  10,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

(Eeceived  9.30  a.  m.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Wa shin ff  ton  : 

The  following  has  just  been  received  from  General  Palmer,  addressed 
to  you : 

EiciuiUAKY  8,  1865 — 9 ]>.  rn. 

The  troops  of  Meaglier's  division  are  just  arriving  ;ifc  Horehoad.  They  liave  no 
transportation. 


E.  C.  WEBSTEE, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Pointy  N.  (7.,  Fehruary  10^  1865. 

Colonel  Wright, 

Comdg.  Railroad  Construction  Gorjjs,  Beaufort  Harbor^  W C.: 

Colonel  : I liave  learned  since  my  arrival  here  that  you  were  here  a 
few  days  ago,  and  I presume  you  have  gone  to  Beaufort,  which  is  well. 
General  Palmer  will  advance  on  the  New  Berne  and  Goldsborough 
Kailroad  very  soon,  and  endeavor  to  get  possession  of  the  crossings  of 
the  Neuse  Eiver.  Please  confer  with  General  Palmer  and  be  prepared 
to  put  the  railroad  in  running  order  as  far  as  he  may  advance,  and  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  Tlie  necessary  rolling  stock  will  probably  have 
to  be  brought  from  Washington.  I shall  endeavor  to  get  possession 
of  Wilmington  and  the  railroad  from  that  place  to  Goldsborough  by  the 
5th  of  March,  or  earlier  if  possible.  I hope  to  be  able  to  use  both  the 
railroad  from  Wilmington  and  also  the  one  from  Beaufort.  Most 
l)robably  the  Wilmington  road  will  require  repairs  as  soon  as  we  get 
possession  of  it,  so  please  be  prepared  to  bring  a force  here  on  short 
notice. 

y ery  respectfully, 

eT.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point N.  (7.,  February  10,  1865. 

Colonel  Dodge, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster : 

^ /OLONEL:  You  will  at  once  make  requisition  upon  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General for  400,000  rations  of  forage  for  the  use  of  General  Sher- 
maifs  army.  Also  20,000  iiairs  of  shoes.  These  supxilies  will  be 
shipped  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  C.,  where  the  vessels  will  await  orders. 
The  vessels  should  be  of  light  draft,  so  as  to  be  able  to  enter  Beau- 
fort Harbor  or  Cape  Fear  Iliver,  as  may  be  desired.  They  should  be 
at  Beaufort  by  the  25th  of  this  month.  ITiese  supplies  will  be  in  addi- 
tion to  those  required  by  the  troops  of  this  department.  Send  dupli- 
cates of  your  requisitions  to  the  chief  quartermaster  at  General  Grant’s 
headquarters,  City  Point,  Ya. 

Very  respectfully, 

J:  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Alajor- General. 


Special  Orders,  j Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[ Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  1.  ) Federal  Point,  K.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

1.  The  following  movements  will  be  made  to-morrow,  commencing 
at  8 a.  m.,  a4z: 

General  Terry  will  advance  liis  line  and  make  a strong  demonstration 
upon  the  enemy’s  position  east  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver. 

General  Cox  will  support  General  Terry,  and  be  prei)ared  to  take 
advantage  of  any  success  which  may  be  gained. 

It  is  not  expected  to  gain  possession  of  the  enemy’s  works.  Never- 
theless, if  the  demonstration  develops  such  weakness  at  any  point  of 
the  enemy’s  line  as  to  indicate  that  an  attack  would  be  successful  it 
will  be  made  at  one(‘. 
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The  troops  will  be  provided  with  three  days’  rations  and  a supply  of 
ammunition;  and,  in  the  event  of  success,  the  enemy  will  be  pushed 
back  as  far  as  Wilmington  with  vigor. 

If  it  be  found  impracticable  to  carry  the  enemy’s  line  in  front  of 
General  Terry,  the  troops  will  be  intrenched  near  enough  to  the 
enemy  to  threaten  his  position  and  maintain  a skirmish  line  in  close 
proximity  to  the  enemy’s  works.  At  the  same  time  our  own  line  will 
be  kept  as  much  out  of  the  enemy’s  view  as  practicable. 

The  new  line  will  be  made  strong  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the 
troops  not  required  to  hold  it  will  be  prepared  for  other  operations. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  II,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

The  following,  contained  in  the  Dispatch,  is  all  the  news  from  Eich- 
mond  papers  to-day : 

The  Edisto  River  is  now  the  line  held  by  General  Hardee,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Branch ville.  Nearer  the  coast  we  hold  the  line  of  the  Combahee  River,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad.  From  the  most  recent  authentic 
intelligence  it  appears  that  while  a part  of  Sherman’s  army  is  making  active  demon- 
strations against  Combahee  Ferry,  near  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad,  as  if 
with  the  design  of  marching  on  Charleston,  the  rest  of  his  forces  has  appeared  at 
four  points  on  the  Edisto,  viz : At  New  Bridge,  five  miles  below  Branchville ; at  Bin- 
naker’s  and  Holman’s  Bridges  above  and  at  the  railroad  bridge  opposite  that  place. 

Our  troops  that  hold  the  bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie,  west  of  Branchville,  were 
driven  in  on  last  Wednesday.  If  he  succeeds  in  forcing  a passage  of  the  Edisto  above 
and  below  Branchville,  he  will  tap  the  railroad  running  thence  to  Columbia  and 
compel  our  troops  to  fall  back  from  Branchville,  but  they  will  most  probably  evacu- 
ate it,  if  at  any  time  it  shall  appear  that  Sherman  cannot  be  prevented  from  crossing 
the  river. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Fear  the  OrangeMirg  Bridge,  February  11,  1865 — I p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  : General  Blair’s  head  of  column  reached  here  about  11  a.  m. 
He  drove  a regiment  of  rebels  across  the  river.  He  has  confronted 
them  with  a skirmish  line.  They  have  a line  of  works  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery  covering  the  road.  General  Force  is  recon noitering  with  a 
view  to  turning  the  fiosition.  General  Blair  has  sent  his  mounted 
infantry  to  a crossing  below.  I have  directed  General  Logan  to  take 
care  of  the  one  six  miles  above,  called  Shilling’s  Bridge.  The  rebels 
have  given  out  that  they  expect  to  meet  us  here  with  the  whole  of  S.  D. 
Lee’s  corps.  We  have  not  yet  discovered  any  great  force. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- Genera  1. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Orangeburg  Bridge^  February  11,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  : General  Force  has  reconnoitered  the  swamps,  both  above 
and  below.  He  has  discovered  the  extent  of  the  enemy’s  pickets  below, 
and  about  a quarter  of  a mile  farther  down  the  river  makes  over  to 
this  side  of  the  swamp.  He  will  prepare  a roadway  down  to  the  river 
to-night  and  throw  a pontoon  over  in  the  morning.  I have  directed 
General  Blair  to  support  his  batteries  with  one  division,  and  pushover 
a column,  two  divisions  strong.  General  Force  thinks  the  enemy  have 
considerable  force  here,  but  the  demonstration  of  the  mounted 
infantry  at  Eowe’s  Bridge  and  General  Logan’s  resolute  operations 
above  will,  I think,  enable  us  to  succeed  at  this  point.  I send  you  a 
paper  of  the  9th  which  contains  some  items  of  interest.  Slocum’s 
movement  on  Columbia,  if  he  really  makes  it,  will  make  them  let  go 
here  or  there. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General, 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  36.  ) Near  Poplar  Spring,  8.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

The  following  movements  of  this  command  will  commence  at  7 a.  m. 
to-morrow:  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  continuing  his  reconnaissance  at  Eowe’s  Bridge,  will  force  a 
passage  of  the  North  Fork  at  whatever  point  from  reports  received 
from  reconnaissances  above  or  below  the  road  that  he  may  think  best. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move 
to  Shilling’s  Bridge,  endeavor  to  effect  a crossing  of  the  South  Fork 
in  that  vicinity,  and  will  move  across  Caw  Caw  Swamp  directly  upon 
Orangeburg.  The  bridge  train  will  move  at  daylight,  and  closing  up 
will  park  in  this  vicinity  ready  for  use.  The  section  with  General 
Logan  will  remain  with  his  column. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Poplar  Spring,  February  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
order  directing  the  movement  on  Shilling’s  Bridge,  and  the  passage  of 
the  Edisto  at  that  point,  and  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  it  is 
designed  to  cross  my  command  with  all  my  transportation,  or  whether 
I shall  make  the  movement  in  light  order,  leaving  suitable  camp  and 
train  guards  on  this  side  of  the  river  with  my  wagons  until  the  success 
of  the  crossing  and  movement  on  Orangeburg  is  ascertained?  The 
section  of  the  bridge  train  is  not  yet  up,  and  I do  not  expect  it  to-night. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Chat.  LIX.J 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


387 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Poplar  Spring^  8.  6'.,  February  llj  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Your  note  is  received.  In  reply  the  general  desires  me 
to  say  that  you  may  use  your  own  judgment  in  regard  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  your  trains,  but  thinks  that  it  will  probably  be  better  to  leave 
them  on  this  side  until  the  passage  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp  is  effected, 
except  such  portion  of  your  ammunition  train  as  you  think  might  be 
needed.  The  pontoon  train  is  probably  on  the  way  up,  but  may  stop 
with  the  main  portion  of  the  train  which  followed  General  Corse  over 
from  Holman’s  Bridge  to  Poplar  Spring.  The  general  desires  you  to 
send  back  and  find  it,  and  unless  it  is  already  on  the  road  to  order 
such  portion  of  it  as  you  require  to  join  you  as  soon  as  you  may  need  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hayden'’ s Plantation^  8,  C.,  February  If  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  .Adjutant-  General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  Ko.  41,  headquarters 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I respectfully  report  the  operations  of  my 
division  to-day,  the  11th,  as  follows:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I 
broke  camp  at  6 a.  m.,  and,  moving  forward  on  the  Holman’s  Bridge 
road,  struck  General  John  E.  Smith’s  column  about  9 a.  m.  Following 
the  Third  Division  over  very  bad  roads,  and  crossing  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Edisto  River,  I went  into  camp  at  6 o’clock  this  p.  m.  at  Hayden’s 
plantation,  near  the  Four  Mile  Swamp,  on  the  road  to  Orangeburg,  and 
within  one  mile  of  Poplar  Spring.  My  troops  are  camped  two  brigades 
front,  one  on  either  side  the  road,  facing  toward  Poplar  Spring.  My 
headquarters  are  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hayden,  on  the  main  road,  near 
the  Four  Mile  Swamp. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Poplar  8pring,  8.  (7.,  February  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  at  7 a.  m. 
to-day  and  arrived  here  at  2 p.  m.,  and  is  now  encamped  on  the  left  of 
the  road.  My  headquarters  are  at  a house  about  200  yards  to  the  rear 
of  corps  headquarters.  I have  not  previously  reported  that  on  the 
9th,  while  skirmishing  in  front  of  Holman’s  Bridge,  1 had  1 man  killed 
and  1 wounded. 

1 am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEK, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Foplar  Sprmg,  S.  C,,  February  llj  1865. . 

Mej.  M.  AVoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.ior:  111  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  current  series, 
headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I have  the  honor  to  re[)ort  that  this 
command  broke  camp  at  intersection  of  Holman’s  Bridge  and  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  roads  at  6.30  o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched,  crossing 
the  Edisto  (South  Fork)  at  Holman’s  Bridge,  to  this  point,  the  advance 
of  the  column  arriving  at  4.30  p.  m.  The  division  is  encamped  in  line 
on  the  right  of  and  covering  the  Orangeburg  road. 

I am,  major,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Cooper'^s  Plantation,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  to-day  to  be  as 
follows:  I left  Lee’s  plantation  this  morning  at  6 o’clock,  moved  to  the 
point  on  the  Branchville  and  Augusta  Railroad  where  headquarters 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  were,  and  received  orders  to  cross  Binuaker’s 
Bridge  instead  of  Holman’s,  our  destination.  Over  fair  roads  I arrived 
at  Biunaker’s  Bridge  at  10.30  a.  m.;  found  the  Seventeenth  Corps  not 
yet  crossed;  awaited  until  about  1 p.  m.,when  I commenced  crossing, 
and  finding  the  road  to  Orangeburg  filled  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
train,  moved  to  the  left  in  order  to  get  on  the  Holman’s  Bridge  road  to 
Poiilar  Spring,  where  I struck  the  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps, 
at  3.30  p.  in.  Learning  that  the  First  Division  was  still  in  its  rear 
I placed  the  division  in  bivouac,  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice. 
The  rear  of  the  First  Division  did  not  pass  until  about  6.30  p.  m.,  when 
it  became  so  dark  that,  I concluded  it  impracticable  to  move  unless  I 
received  further  orders  from  corps  headquarters.  I have  marched  about 
eighteen  miles  and  built  800  yards  of  corduroy.  My  pioneer  corps 
joined  me  late  this  evening  with  a loss  ot  15  men.  I await  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  Cooper^  Plantation,  tS.  C., 

No.  14.  ) February  11,  1865. 

1.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  the  following- 
named  officers  are  hereby  detailed  to  take  charge  of  permanent  details 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  forage  and  subsistence  from  the  country 
for  the  use  of  this  command  during  the  ])resent  campaign  or  until 
further  orders:  For  the  First  Brigade — Maj.  Samuel  Mahon,  Seventh 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  Ca])t.  1).  C.  Smith,  Fifty-second  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry.  For  the  Second  Brigade — Cajd.  David  S.  Van 
Pelt,  Eighty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  Perry  F. 
Miller,  Twelfth  Illinois  A^olunteer  Infantry.  For  the  Third  Brigade — 
Capt.  Henry  Ahern,  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry;  First  Lieut. 
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F.  R.  Thurber,  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  Brigade  com- 
manders Avill  make  details  of  enlisted  men  as  follows,  selecting  the  best 
disciplined  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  for  the  duty,  to 
report  to  the  senior  officer  detailed  for  their  respective  commands,  viz: 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Rice  (First  Brigade),  4 sergeants,  8 corporals,  and  88 
privates;  Col.  R.  N.  Adams  (Second  Brigade),  3 sergeants,  6 corporals, 
and  51  privates;  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut  (Third  Brigade),  3 sergeants,  7 
corporals,  and  70  privates.  The  officers  detailed  for  this  duty  will  be 
held  strictly  accountable  for  the  acts  of  their  men.  They  will  be  fur- 
nished with  copies  of  all  orders  issued  from  these  and  superior  head- 
cpiarters  in  regard  to  foraging,  discharge  of  firearms,  &c.,  by  their 
I espective  brigade  commanders.  The  object  of  this  order  is  to  organize 
a system  of  foraging  by  which  our  men  can  be  supplied  with  what  they 
actually  need  without  the  destruction  of  private  property  or  the 
unauthorized  burning  of  houses,  fences,  &c.  The  numerous  orders  on 
this  subject  will  be  sufficient  to  guide  officers  in  all  cases. 

II.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  sharp 
to-morrow,  the  12th  instant,  to  Poplar  Spring,  in  the  following  order, 
viz: 

1.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with  the 
battery  and  his  own  train,  one  regiment  being  thrown  in  rear  of  same. 

2.  Trains  in  same  order  as  to-day,  the  11th  instant,  with  above 
exception. 

3.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Rice  commanding,  who 
will  move  his  troops  b.y  the  side  of  the  supply  and  ordnance  trains, 
instructing  his  regimental  commanders  to  render  every  assistance  to 
officers  in  charge  of  trains  repairing  roads  as  they  may  require,  &c. 

4.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Col.  R.  H.  Adams  commanding,  who  will 
carry  out  instructions  in  regard  to  stragglers. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Poplar  Spring ^ February  77,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  wishes  to  know  when 
you  will  be  ready  to  use  the  iiontoon  bridge.  It  will  be  ordered  up  to 
the  front  to-night,  and  lie  would  like  to  have  you  designate  some  point 
for  it  to  park,  so  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  get  at  whenever  it  may 
be  needed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

W.  E.  STRONG, 

Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  38.  ) Near  Orangeburg^  S.  C.,  February  If  1865. 

I.  In  order  to  provide  against  a scarcity  of  provisions  and  forage  here- 
after division  coinmanders  will  cause  their  wagons,  as  fast  as  they 
become  empty,  to  be  filled  with  meal,  tiour,  potatoes,  and  meat,  and  a 
small  proportion  of  forage  for  animals. 
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The  amount  of  subsistence  left  in  each  camp  during  this  march,  if 
saved,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  subsist  the  corps  for  a day.  With 
proper  care  and  attention  the  wagons  can  be  kept  continually  full. 
One  additional  wagon  will  be  given  to  the  battery  in  each  division  for 
hauling  forage  and  the  rest  filled  as  above  ordered. 

II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
relieve  the  skirmishers  of  the  Third  Division  at  daylight,  and  at  the 
same  hour  move  forward  his  command  to  the  nearest  high  ground  to 
the  bridge,  placing  one  regiment  in  position  as  support  to  the  battery. 
He  will  demonstrate  strongly  against  the  enemy,  as  though  he  intended 
to  force  a crossing. 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move 
his  command  at  an  early  hour  to  a point  already  designated  below  the 
bridge  and  endeavor  to  effect  a crossing. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  pre- 
pared to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Force  at  7 a.  m. 

4.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hughes 
commanding,  will  move  at  daylight  to  Eowe’s  Bridge,  and  make  a 
strong  demonstration  against  the  forces  there,  as  if  he  intended  to 
cross. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

North  Fork  Fdisto^  February  11,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  bridge  is  burned. 
The  pickets  heard  the  rebels  at  work,  but  could  see  nothing,  and  their 
fire  was  ineffective,  as  the  rebels  appear  to  have  worked  under  the 
bridge.  The  bridge  burst  into  a sudden  flame,  as  if  combustibles  had 
been  previously  prepared.  When  it  was  lighted,  one  of  the  party  leaped 
upon  the  bridge,  and  was  immediately  shot.  Besides  this,  at  least  three 
other  rebels  were  killed  to-day;  one  near  the  bridge  on  the  advance  and 
two  in  the  swamp.  At  least  one  other  was  seriously  wounded. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FOBCE, 

Brigadier- General. 

A captain  and  seventeen  men,  wading  half  a mile  of  swamp,  felled  a 
tree  at  a narrow  place  and  crossed  the  river  to  dry  land.  I am  inclined 
to  think  they  crossed  above  Caw  Caw. 


WiLLiSTON,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Major-General  Davis  : 

General:  I have  been  sent  to  this  place  by  General  Kilpatrick  to 
request  of  the  officer  in  command  of  the  infantry,  which  he  supposed  I 
Avould  find  at  this  point,  to  move  up  as  far  as  Windsor  Station  to  his 
support.  He  has  been  engaged  to-day  with  a large  portion  of  Wheeler’s 
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command.  I find  that  that  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  which  was 
at  this  place  left  this  morning,  and  yours  is  probably  at  present  the 
nearest  infantry  which  can  be  brought  to  General  Kilpatrick’s  support, 
l^rovided  he  needs  it.  A staff  officer  of  General  Slocum’s  requests  me 
to  say  that  he  is  here  with  orders  for  you.  How  soon  do  you  think 
your  column  will  reach  this  place  ? 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  DAY, 

Captain  and  Frovost- Marshal^  Third  Cavalry  Division* 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Duncan"’ s Bridge^  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Jeffcoat’s  Bridge,  over 
the  Korth  Fork  of  the  Edisto  Eiver,  as  follows:  Second  Division  at  7 
a.  m..  Third  Division  and  cavalry  train  at  8 a.  m..  First  Division  at  9 a.  m. 
In  case  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division  and  cavalry  should  not  cross 
the  river  to-night  this  order  of  march  will  be  changed  and  these  trains 
will  march  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  First  Division.  The  corps  sup- 
ply train  will  hereafter,  without  orders  to  the  contrary,  march  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  leading  division,  and  the  artillery 
ammunition  trains  of  the  leading  division  and  the  artillery  ammuni- 
tion train  immediately  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  center  division. 
To-morrow  General  Geary  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  as 
the  advance,  and  General  Jackson  will  detail  three  regiments  as  a rear 
guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  the  rear  guard.  The 
balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade. 
General  Geary  will  so  dispose  of  his  two  brigades  as  to  cover  the 
artillery,  his  own  train,  and  the  corps  supply  train.  General  Jackson 
with  his  division  will  cover  the  balance  of  the  train.  As  soon  as  pos- 
sible the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps  will  subdivide  the  cavalry 
train  and  assign  one-third  of  it  to  each  division,  which  portions,  as 
long  as  that  train  remains  with  us,  will  form  part  of  the  trains  of  the 
respective  divisions.  The  engineer  troops  with  their  trains  will  march 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  starting  at  7 a.  m. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Stono  Inlet,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chief  of  8tajf,  U.  xV.  Army^  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General:  I have  to  report  that  I assumed  command  of  this  depart- 
ment on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant.  The  only  operations  going  on 
here  are  diversions  ordered  by  Major-General  Sherman,  one  from 
Bocotaligo  toward  Charleston,  and  the  other  now  about  starting  from 
this  point  to  land  in  Bull’s  Bay.  Brigadier-General  Hatch  commands  the 
former  and  Brigadier-General  Potter  the  latter.  General  Hatch  has  less 
than  4,000  men,  and  the  most  I can  scrape  together  for  General  Potter 
are  1,300.  For  raids  and  small  expeditions  along  the  coast  I desire  to 
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arm  a small  brigade  of  about  2,000  men  with  Spencer  rifles,  or  if  the 
rifles  cannot  be  procured,  with  Spencer  carbines,  and  I request  that 
the  arms  may  be  forwarded  to  me  without  delay.  I will  cause  a requi- 
sition for  them  to  be  made  by  the  ordnance  officer  as  soon  as  I return 
to  Hilton  Head.  1 had  a brigade  thus  armed  in  the  Tenth  Corps,  and 
I never  hesitated  to  set  them  against  two  to  three  times  their  number. 
If  the  entire  2,000  arms  cannot  be  sent  at  once,  a part  will  answer, 
even  if  the  lot  contains  a mixture  of  rifles  and  carbines.  I attach  con- 
siderable importance  to  this  matter  in  the  present  reduced  state  of  this 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Hist,  of  Florida,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade, 
Jacksonville.)  Fla.j  February  II,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General  : I beg  respectfully  to  lay  before  you  the  following  par- 
ticulars, viz:  A few  days  ago  a party  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wil- 
coxson.  Seventeenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  went  out  after  cotton 
with  ten  4-horse  teams,  and  numbering  in  all  48  men,  4 officers,  and  40 
horses,  all  of  which,  were  captured,  and  1 officer  (Lieutenant  Chatfield), 
killed.  Since  hearing  of  this  report  the  brigadier-general  command- 
ing, on  whose  staff  I have  the  honor  to  be  serving,  has  been  extremely 
ill,  and  I deem  it  proper  to  state  the  fact  to  you  thus  privatelj^  Colonel 
Tilghman  has  been  ordered  to  Saint  Augustine  and  it  leaves  the  troops 
at  this  place  for  the  present  under  command  of  a captain.  Should 
anything  occur  requiring  prompt  attention  I do  not  believe  the  general 
would  be  capable  for  at  least  one  week  of  attending  to  it.  I hope  you 
will  pardon  the  manner  of  thus  informing  you  of  this,  but  the  extreme 
urgency  of  the  case  and  the  responsible  position  which  I hold  here 
compel  me  so  to  do. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  EOBH^SOK, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Fisher,  C.,  February  II,  1865. 

(Eeceived  0.30  a.  m.,  16th.) 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

. Quartermaster -General: 

1 am  directed  by  Major-General  Schofield  to  make  requisitions  for 
400,000  rations  of  forage  and  20,000  pairs  of  shoes  for  the  use  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  army.  These  supplies  will  be  shipped  to  Beaufort 
Harbor,  where,  according  to  the  general’s  directions,  the  vessels  will 
await  orders.  The  vessels  should  be  of  eleven  feet  draft,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  enter  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  if  desired,  and  should  be  at  Beau- 
fort by  the  25th  of  this  month.  These  supplies  will  be  in  addition  to 
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those  required  by  the  troops  of  this  department.  I have  written  more 
particularly  in  a communication  addressed  to  you,  and  which  you  will 
probably  receive  shortly  after  this  is  handed  to  you. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Note. — The  above  dispatch  was  addressed  to  ^‘Telegraph  Operator,” 
and  instead  of  being  delivered  at  Fort  Monroe,  was  brought  to  the 
telegraph  office.  War  Department. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

THOS.  T.  ECKERT, 

Major  and  Assistant  Superintendent  IT.  S.  Military  Telegraph. 


Chief  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Fort  Fisher j N.  (7.,  February  11,  1865. 

P>vt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- Oeneral  IT.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a copy  of  an  order 
received  from  General  Schofield,*  in  which  he  desires  that  400,000 
rations  of  forage  and  20,000  pairs  of  shoes  be  forwarded  to  Beaufort 
Harbor,  for  the  use  of  General  Sherman’s  army.  As  the  general  sug- 
gests, these  stores  should  be  shipped  only  in  such  light- draft  vessels  as 
will  be  competent  to  enter  the  Cape  Fear  River  or  Beaufort  Harbor,  as 
may  [be]  deemed  advisable.  The  bar  at  Beaufort  will  admit  vessels 
drawing  fourteen  feet  of  water,  while  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape 
Fear  River  will  allow  no  vessel  of  heavier  draft  than  eleven  feet  to 
come  over  it.  It  would  be  advisable,  therefore,  to  limit  the  draft  of 
the  vessels  in  which  the  above-mentioned  supplies  will  be  sent  to 
eleven  feet,  so  as  to  prevent  any  detention  at  the  bar  of  Cape  Fear. 
In  addition  to  such  supplies  of  forage  and  shoes  as  General  Schofield 
has  directed,  would  it  not  be  as  well  to  send  a vessel  having  an 
assorted  cargo  of  whatever  clothing,  &c.,  may  probably  be  needed  in 
the  army  of  General  Sherman.  Please  cause  these  supplies  to  be  for- 
warded in  season  to  reach  Beaufort  by  the  25th  of  the  present  month, 
and  direct  that  they  remain  there,  subject  to  the  order  of  General 
Schofield  or  myself.  I respectfully  request  that  these  articles  be 
invoiced  in  blank  for  the  present,  until  the  arrival  of  the  jiroper  officer 
to  receipt  for  them.  I have  this  day  telegraphed  you,  via  Fortress 
Monroe,  to  the  same  effect  as  above,  and  forward  this  communication 
as  explanatory  of  my  action. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  S.  DODGE, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Signal  Stai'ion,  February  11, 1865 — 8.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Colonel  Dodge  has  gone  to  see  you.  If  no  troops  are  landed  to-night 
in  the  steamers  the  mules  can  be  landed  by  the  steamer  Howard. 

LAMB, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 


See  lOtb,  j).  384. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  I^orth  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  2.  ) Federal  Pointy  N.  C.,  February  1:1,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  R.  B.  Treat,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  as  acting 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  this  department. 

##*#**# 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Boyd,  chief  quartermaster  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  will  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
izing field  transportation  for  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  and  for- 
warding necessary  quartermasters  supplies.  Colonel  Boyd  will  return 
to  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  he  has  completed  the  duty  assigned 
him. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBPML, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  New  Berne,  N.  G. : 

General:  I hope  General  Meagher’s  troops  have  reached  you  by 
this  time,  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  advance  very  soon.  I shall 
commence  operations  here  immediately,  without  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  the  remainder  of  my  troops.  The  object  to  be  accomplished  is  to 
secure  a new  base  and  depot  of  supplies  for  General  Sherman.  This 
must  be  accomplished  by  the  5th,  or  if  possible  by  the  1st,  of  March. 
He  desires  it  at  Goldsborough,  or  as  near  that  point  as  possible.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  take  Wilmington  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then 
advance  rapidly  toward  Goldsborough,  so  as  to  secure  possession  of 
the  railroad  before  the  enemy  can  destroy  it.  I desire  you  at  the  same 
time  to  get  possession  of  the  railroad  crossing  of  Neuse  River,  when 
we  wiU  operate  in  concert  against  Goldsborough,  if  it  be  deemed  prac- 
ticable to  take  that  place  before  General  Sherman  arrives.  Make  your 
advance  as  soon  as  you  can  get  ready,  and  if  you  succeed  in  getting 
possession  of  the  river  crossing  intrench  it  strongly.  In  any  event, 
intrench  and  hold  the  most  advanced  point  you  find  practicable,  and 
have  the  railroad  repaired  from  New  Berne  to  your  advanced  position 
as  soon  as  possible.  General  Sherman’s  railroad  construction  corps, 
under  Colonel  Wright, was  here  on  the  steamer  Baltic  a short  time  before 
I arrived.  I presume  they  have  gone  to  Beaufort.  I will  send  Colonel 
Wright  instructions  to  confer  with  you,  and  commence  his  work  as 
soon  as  you  are  ready  for  him.  My  chief  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary have  been  ordered  to  provide  supplies  for  General  Sherman’s 
army,  to  be  shij)ped  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  but  to  remain  on  board  the 
vessels  until  we  determine,  by  the  result  of  operations,  whether  to  use 
this  harbor  or  Beaufort,  or  both.  I sent  you  a brief  dispatch  contain- 
ing the  substance  of  this  from  Fort  Monroe  by  the  steamer  Nereus.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  from  her,  and  fear  some  accident  has  befallen  her. 
At  the  same  time  I also  ordered  a pontoon  train  to  come  to  this  place. 
If  it  has  not  already  started,  please  send  it  at  once.  Please  keep  me 
advised  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General, 
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[February  12,  1865] — 1.50  p.  m. 

[Major  Dayton:] 

Seventeenth  Corps  has  just  carried  the  crossing  of  North  Edisto  and 
I am  waiting  for  the  bridge  to  be  repaired  to  go  into  Orangeburg. 
Notify  Logan.  Write  to  Slocum  as  soon  as  Davis  communicates  with 
Kilpatrick  to  move  on  Columbia.  Let  him  secure  at  once  the  crossing 
of  North  Edisto. 

SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  12^  1865. 

Major  Dayton: 

I will  stay  at  Howard’s  headquarters  to-night  and  overtake  you  in 
the  morning.  Logan  will  move  straight  for  Columbia.  The  Seven- 
teenth Corps  will  break  railroad  to-morrow  up  as  far  as  the  State  road 
and  then  turn  toward  Columbia.  Keep  behind  Logan’s  leading  divis- 
ion and  I will  overtake  you. 

SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


[February  12,  1865.] 

[Major  Dayton:] 

Follow  leading  division  Fifteenth  Corps.  We  are  not  certain  as  to 
the  road — whether  there  is  a road  to  the  west  of  Caw  Caw.  I will  see 
Howard  in  the  morning  and  get  to  the  head  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 


Hilton  Head,  February  12^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Honorable  Sir  : I arrived  inside  the  Federal  lines  Thursday,  9th 
instant,  7 p.  m.  I will  write  you  the  most  important  news  I know.  I 
left  Milledgeville  the  25th  of  November  last  on  horseback.  1 came  as 
far  as  Mayfield  (on  Ogeechee  River,  in  the  edge  of  Warren  County), 
and  there  got  on  board  the  cars  and  came  to  Augusta.  I arrived  at 
that  place  the  28th  of  November.  Augusta  was  in  a great  excitement 
at  that  time.  They  moved  all  the  machinery  and  powder  works  over 
to  South  Carolina,  and  General  Fry,  in  command  of  Augusta,  stopped 
all  the  factories,  and  sent  the  men,  with  the  rest  of  the  home  guards, 
down  on  Brier  Creek,  twenty  miles  from  Augusta,  to  defend  the  city 
at  that  place,  and  if  they  were  repulsed  there,  Augusta  was  to  be 
evacuated  and  then  surrendered.  There  were  3,000  men  sent  on  Brier 
Creek  at  Ellison’s  Bridge,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  forces  were  sent 
through  South  Carolina  to  Savannah,  which  was  about  5,000.  The 
powder  works  are  one  mile  and  a half  up  the  river  from  Augusta. 
They  wet  all  the  powder  at  the  powder  works  during  the  excitement. 
There  is  a breast-work  for  infantry  thrown  up  a mile  long  out  around 
the  powder  works,  and  at  each  end  of  it  is  a battery  thrown  up,  and 
lour  guns  on  each  battery.  There  is  but  one  battery  ranging  across 
the  river  toward  South  Carolina  ; that  is  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  to 
protect  it;  it  has  four  guns.  There  are  four  other  batteries  planted 
about  one-fourth  of  a mile  outside  the  city,  extending  from  the  factory 
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out  around  the  Waynesborough  and  Atlanta  depot  and  other  Govern- 
ment shops  and  beyond  the  cemetery.  The  cemetery  is  below  the 
city,  in  the  edge  of  the  suburbs.  All  the  batteries  have  four  guns  on 
them.  The  authorities  said  they  would  not  let  the  city  be  burned,  and 
for  that  reason  they  defend  the  city  at  Brier  Creek  and  Branchville, 
and  if  repulsed,  will  surrender  the  city  sooner  than  have  it  burned. 

I remained  in  Augusta  and  out  fifteen  miles  on  the  Waynesborough 
road,  at  first  one  place  and  then  another,  for  two  weeks.  Then  I came 
to  Warren  County  and  remained  until  the  1st  of  January,  18G5.  I 
went  to  Milledgeville  and  remained  there  three  days.  During  tliat 
time  I saw  about  200  wagons  or  more,  all  going  to  Gordon  to  haul  sup- 
plies to  Mayfield  to  be  sent  by  railroad  to  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia. They  say  if  Branchville  is  taken  the  armies  in  that  section  of 
the  country  will  sutler  greatly  for  provisions.  I saw  about  1,000  or 
1,200  infantry  under  General  D.  H.  Hill  and  himself  and  staft*  pass 
through  Milledgeville;  they  said  they  were  going  to  West  Georgia. 
On  the  5th  of  January  1 came  to  Jefferson  County,  near  the  edge 
of  Warren  County;  20th  of  January  1 returned  to  Augusta  in  a 
country  wagon  with  some  neighbors.  I crossed  at  Ellison’s  Bridge 
over  Brier  Creek.  It  is  fortified  on  the  north  side.  There  is  a long  row 
of  breast-works  thrown  up  for  infantry.  About  100  yards  from  the 
swamp  (the  swamp  is  half  a mile  wide)  I saw  eight  pieces  of  artillery 
standing  beyond  the  infantry  battery.  There  are  about  1,000  or  1,200 
soldiers  there.  General  Thomas  was  in  command  at  Ellison’s  Bridge 
when  I crossed  on  20th  January.  I returned  to  Jefferson  County, 
and  on  the  30th  January  my  son,  twelve  years  old,  and  myself 
started  out  on  foot  for  Savannah.  Where  1 started  from  was  six  miles 
beyond  Fenn’s  Bridge,  in  Jefferson  County  (which  you  burned  on  Sun- 
day after  you  left  Milledgeville),  to  Louisville,  then  to  Waynesbor- 
ough, then  to  Thomas’  Bridge  on  Brier  Creek.  The  next  crossing 
below  Ellison’s  is  Thomas’  Bridge.  It  is  torn  up.  There  is  a fortifica- 
tion on  the  upper  side  only  for  cannon.  They  have  nine  guns  mounted 
there  and  about  200  men.  The  pickets  set  me  across  the  creek  in  a 
skiff.  Then  I took  the  lower  Savannah  and  Augusta  road  and  went 
to  Mill  Haven,  eighteen  miles.  There  is  a pontoon  bridge  there.  It 
is  fortified  with  both  artillery  and  infantry.  There  are  about  1,200 
or  1,500  soldiers  here  in  all.  They  have  an  infantry  breast-works 
thrown  up  on  each  side  the  road.  The  breast- works  are  very  high, 
and  beyond  that  I counted  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The  pickets  told 
me  they  were  looking  for  the  Yankees  hourly,  and  I had  best  put 
off*  going  over  home.  After  I crossed  over  I recrossed  again  and  told 
them  I was  afraid  to  go  any  farther.  Then  I came  ten  miles  up  to 
Godfrey’s  Bridge.  It  is  torn  up  also.  There  is  a high  breast- work 
for  infantry,  near  one-fourth  of  a mile  long,  and  just  beyond  that  is 
the  artillery.  I saw  nine  pieces  of  artillery  there.  There  are  about 
1,200  soldiers  there.  General  Williams  is  in  command.  The  pickets 
set  me  over  in  a skiff.  I kept  the  lower  road  until  I crossed  Beaver 
Dam,  a small  creek.  I took  the  Middle  Ground  road  to  Sylvania.  At 
Sylvania  there  are  1,200  soldiers.  General  Iverson  is  in  command. 
They  are  stationed  there  and  sent  out  in  squads  of  25  or  100  to  do 
])icket  duty.  The  last  line  of  pickets  is  stationed  on  Copper  Branch, 
ten  miles  from  Whitesville  and  twenty  miles  from  Sylvania.  All  his 
force  is  cavalry.  All  the  soldiers  in  this  part  of  the  countiy  are  men 
from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama.  They  came  to 
those  points,  they  say,  to  prevent  being  cut  off  from  their  homes  and 
supplies.  General  Ferguson  is  in  command  at  Mill  Haven.  His  men 
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are  cavalry,  thoiigli  tlie  most  of  them  are  dismounted.  When  I was 
at  Augusta  last  there  were  two  gun-boats  anchored  just  below  the 
bridge.  1 heard  it  rumored  that  Hood’s  army  was  near  Augusta  and 
coming  on.  I did  not  see  a man  from  Hood’s  army.  I saw  and  read  a 
letter  myself  from  one  of  Hood’s  men  to  his  wife,  an  acquaintance 
of  mine.  It  was  dated  January  5,  1865,  from  Tupelo,  Miss.  He 
wrote  that  Hood’s  army  was  cut  all  to  pieces.  There  was  not  a 
horse  saved.  They  lost  all  their  cannon,  but  saved  the  carriages 
which  bore  up  the  guns.  He  also  said  Hood  had  given  up  his  com- 
mand to  Hick  Taylor.  He  said  he  had  a plenty  of  everything  to  eat, 
aud  their  winter  quarters  was  at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  and  she  should  address 
him  there.  That  is  the  last  true  account  I have.  The  railroad  between 
Macon  aud  Mayfield  is  being  rapidly  repaired.  When  I came  within  a 
mile  of  Copper  Branch,  where  the  pickets  were,  I cut  across  to  the 
Forty-four  Mile  Post  on  railroad  and  came  to  Savannah. 

NOBA  WINHEB  ANH  HEE  SON. 

General  : I am  very  sorry  I could  [not]  come  to  you  sooner.  The 
young  man  who  was  to  hand  me  the  money  the  day  I left  Milledgeville 
forgot  to  do  so,  and  consequently  I had  to  work  my  way  a part  of  the 
time.  Weaving  pays  well  in  the  Confederacy,  and  I am  a splendid 
weaver;  so  I stopped  in  Warren  County  and  Jefterson  County  and  wove 
for  families,  and  by  that  means  I paid  my  son’s  and  my  own  way  to 
Savannah,  though  we  had  to  walk;  though  if  we  had  been  riding  we 
would  have  been  suspected  by  the  pickets,  and  as  we  were  walking 
we  were  never  suspected  to  be  going  farther  than  five  or  seven  miles. 
I came  to  you  soon  as  I could  under  those  circumstances,  having  to  work 
my  way  back.  I would  like  to  go  to  New  Orleans  as  soon  as  possible. 
1 cannot  go  until  the  commander  of  the  post  at  this  place  hears  from 
you.  I have  no  means  to  go  on.  I have  my  only  child  with  me.  He 
is  in  his  twelfth  year.  I want  him  to  go  to  New  Orleans  with  me. 

Your  obedient, 

NOEA  WINDEE. 

N.  B. — Wheeler’s  cavalry  is  in  South  Carolina,  following  after  you  as 
they  did  in  Georgia. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  37. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  February  12^  1865. 
***** 


II.  The  next  movement  of  this  command  will  be  as  follows:  The  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  mar(*h 
toward  Sandy  Eun  Post-office,  making  sufficient  distance  so  as  to  reach 
that  point  on  the  14th  instant.  He  will  take  roads  on  either  side,  or 
both  ifpracticable,  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  will  break  the  railroad  as  far  north  as  the  State 
road  and  send  his  mounted  infantry  to  burn  trestle-work  and  culverts 
beyond  and  endeavor  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Congaree  Eiver.  On  reaching  the  State  road  he  will  turn  to 
the  left  and  marcli  toward  Sandy  Eun  Post-Ofiice,  endeavoring  to  be 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  thati)oint  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  instant. 
The  bridge  train  will  continue  as  at  i)resent.  That  part  of  it  with  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  follow  one  of  the  divisions  of  that  corps;  that 
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part  of  it  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  will  follow  one  ot  the  divis- 
ions of  that  corps.  Department  headquarters  will  move  with  the  Fif 
teenth  Army  Corps,  leaving  here  at  9 a.  m.  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  12,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  Howard: 

1 am  trying  to  cross  Hazen  at  Shilling’s,  demonstrating  at  a point 
one  mile  and  a half  above  and  the  same  distance  below.  The  enemy 
seem  to  be  strong  enough  to  make  strong  resistance.  We  are  making 
rafts  under  fire. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  12,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

General:  We  have  one  regiment  across  the  river  one  mile  and  a 
half  below  Shilling’s  Bridge,  and  I am  crossing  other  troops  at  that 
point. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Orangeburg,  8.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteerdli  Army  Corps: 

General  : I wish  to  move  your  corps  to  the  point  marked  Sandy 
Bun  Post-Office  (on  some  maps,  Sandy  Eun  Meeting  House)  by  a two 
days’  march.  The  direct  road  on  the  eastern  bauk  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp 
from  Orangeburg  is  open  to  you,  and  I think  you  can  find  another  road 
between  Ca^  Caw  Swamp  and  Livingstone  Creek,  running  into  the 
other.  You  can  use  both  roads  if  you  wish.  General  Blair  will  break 
the  railroad  as  far  as  the  State  road,  and  turning  to  the  left  will  pro- 
ceed to  Sandy  Eun  Post-Office.  Send  one  division  at  least  by  the  most 
direct  route  you  can  find  to  the  road  above  mentioned  on  the  east 
side  of  Caw  Caw  Swamp.  I wish  to  follow  that  division  with  my  head- 
quarters. I will  send  an  officer  to  you  to  consult  with  you  in  order 
that  my  headquarters  may  start  at  the  right  time.  I will  issue  a field 
order  this  evening,  but  do  not  wait  for  it.  Base  your  order  of  march 
on  this  letter. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Shilling's  Bridge,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865, 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Ariny  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  this  division  left  camp  at  7 o’clock 
this  morning,  expecting  to  follow  Brig.  Gen.  John  E,  Smith’s  command, 
but  taking  a different  and  out-of-the-way  road  it  went  into  camp  about 
1 o’clock  this  p.  m.,  within  three-quarters  of  a mile  of  Shilling’s  Bridge 
over  the  North  Edisto,  on  the  road  leading  to  that  crossing.  My  com- 
mand is  camped  on  the  right  of  the  road  looking  toward  the  river,  with 
one  brigade  back  on  the  Orangeburg.  My  headquarters  are  near  the 
road. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  at  7 a.  m. 
to-day  and  marched  four  miles  to  the  South  Edisto  Eiver,  where  two 
regiments  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  pushed  down  to  the  river 
bank,  and  one  sent  above  and  one  below  that  point  to  find  crossings. 
An  enemy  was  found  at  the  point  first  approached,  which  proved  to  be 
a small  brigade.  Trees  were  felled  in  the  river  and  a crossing  effected, 
when  four  regiments  were  pushed  over  under  command  of  Col.  Wells 
Jones,  Fifty-third  Ohio,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  and  moving  upon 
the  right  flank  of  the  enemy  drove  them  from  their  works,  capturing 
fifty-three  ofticers  and  men.  Several  others  were  cut  olf  from  their 
commands  and  picked  up  by  other  commands.  Both  of  the  other  regi- 
ments succeeded  perfectly  in  efiecting  crossings.  The  division  was 
pushed  over  and  moved  to  a point  near  the  Orangeburg  and  Columbia 
road,  about  five  miles  from  the  latter  place,  where  it  camped  for  the 
night.  My  headquarters  are  with  the  troops.  My  losses  to-day  were 
1 killed  and  3 wounded. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Keitfs  Plantation,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 11.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  headquarters 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division 
broke  camp  at  J’oplar  Spring  at  8.30  o’clock  this  a.  ml,  and  marched, 
crossing  North  Fork  Edisto  Eiver  at  Shilling’s  Bridge,  to  this  point. 
The  command  is  encamped  in  line,  the  First  Brigade,  battery,  and  trains 
on  the  right  and  tlie  Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  the  Orangeburg  road, 
fronting  northeast. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Meld,  North  Bank  Edisto  River,  8.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  during  the  12th  instant.  Pursuant  to  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  I moved  my  division  at  7 a.  m., 
following  the  First  Division  of  this  corps  for  a distance  of  seven  miles, 
when  I met  Captain  Klostermann,  chief  engineer  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  who  had  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  to  direct  my 
column  upon  a road  to  the  left.  I followed  this  road  for  about  five 
miles  and  bivouacked,  with  troops  well  in  hand,  on  the  left  of  the  road 
one  mile  and  a half  from  North  Branch  Edisto  Eiver,  on  the  left  of  the 
First  Division  of  this  corps,  and  in  support  of  Major-General  Hazen’s 
command,  at  this  time  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  opposite  bank  of 
the  river,  remaining  in  this  position  during  the  day.  My  command 
has  made  a quick  march  of  twelve  miles,  besides  placing  considerable 
corduroy,  which,  however,  did  not  retard  the  march  of  the  troops,  and 
made  camp  at  12  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  39.  ) Orangeburg,  8.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
move  his  command  forward  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  road  running  along  the 
railroad  to  a point  seven  miles  and  a half  from  Orangeburg,  where 
he  will  begin  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and  continue  it  until  he 
strikes  the  State  road. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division  until  he  reaches  a point  three  miles  and  a half 
from  Orangeburg,  from  whence  he  will  destroy  the  railroad  to  where 
General  Smith  commences.  After  completing  the  work  assigned  he 
will  move  forward  and  encamp  near  the  junction  of  the  State  road  and 
the  railroad. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  com- 
mence the  destruc  mn  of  the  road  in  the  town  and  destroy  up  to  the 
point  where  General  Mower  commences,  burning  the  depot  and  railroad 
buildings,  if  not  already  done.  He  will  leave  the  regiment  now  doing 
provost  duty  in  the  town  until  everything  has  moved  out,  with  instruc- 
tions to  arrest  all  stragglers  and  hold  them  for  punishment.  After 
completing  his  work  he  will  move  forward  and  encamp  with  the  com- 
mand. 

4.  The  bridge  train  will  move  next  after  the  First  Division. 

5.  The  destruction  of  the  road  will  be  as  complete  as  possible. 

6.  Each  division  commander  will  move  his  train  forward  to  the 
designated  camp  with  a guard  of  two  regiments. 

7.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  across  the  river  at 
daylight  and  will  protect  the  right  fiank  of  the  line  of  march. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  B.  Blair: 

G.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assista nt  Adjuta nt-  Genera  1. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Shilling's  Bridge^  February  12^  1865. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  : 

General  : I am  just  in  receipt  of  a dispatch  from  General  Sherman, 
who  is  at  the  crossing  of  Orangeburg,  and  says  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
has  effected  a lodgment,  and  he  is  waiting  for  the  bridge  to  be  laid  in 
order  to  go  into  Orangeburg.  He  also  directs  that  as  soon  as  General 
Davis  communicates  with  Kilpatrick  you  will  move  on  Columbia.  He 
wants  you  to  secure  a crossing  of  Korth  Edisto  at  once.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps  has  a crossing  at  this  place  now. 

I am,  <&c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 
Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Orangeburg,  February  12,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  : Move  on  Columbia  with  your  two  cori)S.  Keep  to  the 
left  of  the  Sand  Hills.  Howard  will  reach  railroad  to-morrow  toward 
Columbia,  and  follow.  I will  attend  the  Fifteenth  Corps  west  of  Caw 
Caw  Swamp.  Ko  road  is  laid  down,  but  there  must  be  one.  We  Avill 
all  be  across  Edisto  to-night.  Try  and  communicate  with  me  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  Get  your  left  flank  on  Saluda  about  the  factory. 
Y^ours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Weatherston^ s Plantation,  S.  C., 

Ko.  8.  ) February  12,  1865 — 5 a.  m. 

General  Baird  will  at  once  move  his  division  by  the  most  direct  road 
to  Johnson’s  Station  (leaving  the  poutoniers  now  with  him  at  this 
point),  and  will  then  commence  and  proceed  east,  tearing  up  the  rail- 
road. 

General  Kilpatrick  (unless  otherwise  ordered)  will  support  and  cover 
General  Baird  while  engaged  in  this  work. 

General  Carlin  will  move  immediately  upon  the  railroad  at  a point 
about  six  or  seven  miles  west  of  Williston,  and  will  destroy  the  road 
to  that  place. 

General  Morgan  will  conduct  his  division,  with  the  trains  of  the 
corps,  direct  through  Williston,  and  push  on  toward  Guignard’s 
Bridge. 

The  detachment  First  Michigan  Plngineers,  now  on  the  railroad,  will 
report  to  Generals  Carlin  and  Baird,  and  assist  them  in  the  destruction 
of  the  railroad.  - 

Tiie  greatest  possible  dispatch  will  be  used  in  the  execution  of  these 
movements,  as  it  is  important  that  the  commands  press  on  immediately. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  along  the  railroad  during  the  day,  and 
to-night  at  Williston. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieuienafit-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Willistonj  S.  C.,  February  12^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division.^  Fourtee^itli  Army  Corps  : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  push  on  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning  and  park  all  your  trains  in  a good  and  secure 
position  on  the  other  side  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Edisto  and  there 
await  orders.  General  Davis,  with  General  Carlin’s  division,  will  reach 
you  during  the  morning.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  necessity  of 
closely  guarding  tne  dam  above  the  bridge,  which  you  are  probably 
already  doing. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

February  12.,  1865. 

Major-General  Slocum: 

General  : The  bridge  is  finished  and  the  Second  Division  is  moving 
forward.  The  enemy  have  withdrawn.  We  will  commence  crossing 
the  trains  as  soon  as  Geary  has  pushed  out  far  enough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major- Oeneralj  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Focotaligo,  S.  0.,  February  12.^  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department : 

The  enemy,  fearing  a fiank  attack,  evacuated  the  works  at  Combahee 
Ferry  last  night.  They  were  occupied  by  Colonel  Marple  at  8 a.  m. 
My  aavajLiC3  had  reached  Combahee  Creek,  where  the  enemy  are  pre- 
paring to  make  a stout  resistance.  I did  not  intend  going  fartlier,  as 
I was  compelled  to  guard  both  flaidis,  and  my  command  is  so  small 
that  it  was  very  dangerous  should  an  enemy  appear  in  force.  I made 
day  before  yesterday  and  yesterday  a demonstration  toward  crossing 
Cuckold  Creek  at  two  different  ])oints.  The  route  from  Combahee  is 
only  two  miles  farther  than  Ashepoo  than  from  Cuckold  Creek.  By 
night  I will  have  finished  the  complete  destruction  of  the  railroad  and 
trestles  for  six  miles.  I shall  fall  back  part  of  the  way  to-night, 
re-enforce  Combahee  Ferry,  and  make  my  next  advance  from  there. 
The  work  at  Salkehatchie  bridge  I am  having  changed  to  a tete-de-pont, 
and  will  hold  it.  I should  have  more  troops  to  make  this  demonstra- 
tion effective. 

JNO.  r.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General^  Com manding. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island^  S.  (7.,  February  12^  1865. 

Lieutenaiit-Coloiiel  Bennett, 

Commandmy  Post,  Morris  Island,  S.  C. : 

Colonel:  You  will  lire  ten  shots  at  the  city  during  this  afternoon 
and  twenty  during  the  night.  You  will  give  orders  that  all  of  the 
enemy’s  steamers  in  Charleston  Harbor  which  can  be  reached  by  our 
artillery,  or  which  may  appear  at  the  Mount  Pleasant  Wharf,  shall  be 
fired  upon.  The  latter  place  and  Mount  Pleasant  itself  will  be  care- 
fully watched. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

eT.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron: 

Admiral:  If  the  wind  continues  favorable  I intend  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  position  to-night  by  crossing  Masonborough  Sound,  about  two 
miles  below  the  inlet.  I propose  to  send  a brigade  of  troops  outside, 
in  small  steamers,  with  my  pontoon  boats  and  such  small  boats  as  you 
can  furnish  me.  Let  them  land  and  haul  the  boats  over  the  beach  into 
the  sound  and  thus  cross  to  the  mainland.  The  main  iiortion  of  the 
troops  will  march  up  the  beach  to  the  point  of  crossing.  I* would  like 
about  thirty  boats  from  the  navy  with  strong  crews,  also  the  steam  tug 
Wilderness,  with  the  pilot  who  went  with  General  Comstock  yesterday. 
It  is  also  important  to  have  a strong  naval  force  outside  to  cover  the 
landing.  I Avould  like  to  have  the  boats  report  to  General  Comstock 
at  the  wharf  at  4 o’clock  this  p.  m.  The  men  should  be  provided  with 
two  or  three  days’  rations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General,  Coynmanding. 


Special  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  3.  ) Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

I.  The  following  movement  will  be  made  with  a view  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  xiosition  east  of  Cape  Fear  River,  and  open  the  way  to  Wil- 
mington : 

One  brigade  of  General  Ames’  division  of  General  Terry’s  corps  will 
embark  on  light-draft  steamers  at  the  Federal  Point  Whaaf,  and 
move  outside  to  a i)oint  on  the  beach  about  two  miles  south  of  Mason- 
borough  Inlet,  where  the  troops  will  land.  The  remainder  of  General 
Ames’  division,  and  General  Cox’s  division  of  the  Twenty-third  Coips, 
will  march  along  the  sea-beach  to  the  point  of  landing. 

The  i>ontoons,  thirty  in  number,  and  about  the  same  number  of  navy 
boats,  will  be  towed  by  the  steamers  to  the  point  of  landing,  when  they 
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will  be  landed  and  hauled  across  the  beach  into  Masonborough  Sound. 
This  being  accomplished,  the  troops  will  cross  in  the  small  boats  to  the 
mainland. 

The  portion  of  the  expedition  which  moves  by  sea  is  placed  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier-General  Comstock,  whose  orders 
will  be  strictly  obeyed  by  all.  The  commanding  general  Avill  accompany 
the  main  body  of  the  troops,  and  will  give  orders  for  movements 
against  the  enemy  after  a landing  is  effected. 

The  boats  will  all  be  at  the  wharf  at  4 o’clock  this  p.  m.  and  report  to 
General  Comstock  for  orders.  The  troops  to  move  by  boat  will  report 
at  the  wharf  at  dark.  The  main  body  of  the  troops  will  march  as  soon 
as  it  is  dark  enough  to  conceal  their  movements  from  the  enemy. 

The  utmost  silence  must  be  preserved  by  the  troops  during  the  move- 
ment, and  on  no  account  will  fires  be  made  or  lights  exhibited,  either 
in  the  boats  or  ashore,  by  which  the  enemy  might  detect  the  movement. 
No  straggling  must  be  permitted. 

The  men  will  be  supplied  with  three  days’  rations,  and  as  much 
ammunition  as  they  can  carry  on  their  persons.  The  officers  should 
also  carry  with  them  three  days’  rations. 

General  Terry  with  the  portion  of  his  troops  not  included  in  this 
expedition  will  press  the  enemy  closely,  commencing  at  daylight  in 
the  morning,  and  will  follow  him  vigorously  if  he  gives  way,  or  attack 
him  if  he  weakens  his  line  so  much  as  to  justify  it. 

The  troops  will  carry  with  them  a jod  supply  of  intrenching  tools. 
*#*#**# 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Memorandum.]  Fort  Fisher,  February  12^  1865. 

First.  It  is  proposed  to-night  to  send  Daggett’s  brigade  and  Slos- 
son’s  engineers,  thirty  pontoons,  and  some  navy  boats,  to  a point  three 
miles  south  of  Masonborough  Inlet,  called  Big  Hill  5 land  them,  haul 
the  boats  across  to  Myrtle  Sound  by  hand;  launch  them  and  ferry 
across  a column  of  troops  which  will  move  along  beach  to  the  same 
point.  The  gun-boat  Wilderness  will  lead.  The  engineer  troops  must 
be  afloat  by  dusk  and  follow  her;  the  other  troops  to  get  afloat  as 
soon  as  possible  after  dusk  and  follow,  without  other  orders,  the 
Wilderness  to  the  point  mentioned.  Each  steamer  will  tow  some 
pontoons.  The  commanding  officer  will  watch  the  pontoons  carefully 
to  see  they  are  not  injured.  Will  allow  no  lights  on  steamers,  and  no 
noise  or  lights  whatever  after  landing.  On  arriving  at  Big  Hill  the 
navy  boats,  if  on  hand,  will  disembark  the  troops  at  once,  the  engi- 
neers going  in  the  pontoons;  if  not,  the  pontoons  will  be  used  for  all 
the  troops. 

Second.  The  troops  will  be  formed  on  the  shore,  excepting  engineers, 
as  fast  as  they  land.  If  pontoons  are  not  needed  for  disembarking,  as 
soon  as  some  companies  are  formed  the  pontoons  will  be  moved  back 
from  the  beach  firmly  on  to  the  marsh  grass,  the  landing  being  made 
near  a hole  tlirough  the  sand-hill.  It  is  expected  everybody  will  get 
wet. 

Third.  Before  starting  across  marsh  a line  of  guides  must  be  placed; 
then  move  pontoons,  hauling  them  by  ropes  half  way  across  marsh. 
Number  of  men  to  a boat  to  be  found  by  trial. 
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Fourth.  Move  pontoons  to  edge  of  sand  and  launch  them,  building 
wharf,  if  needed,  of  pontoon  boats. 

Fifth.  Send  first  detachment  across,  manning  pontoons  with  engineer 
soldiers,  who  will  return  at  once  for  another  load.  Soldiers'must,  if 
banks  are  shoal,  wade  to  get  into  and  out  of  boats,  and  there  must  be 
no  delay.  An  engineer  officer  must  see  to  this  on  each  shore.  If  haul- 
ing lines  would  save  time,  put  two  across — one  for  boats  going,  the 
other  returning. 

G.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutentant- Colonel j Aid e-de- Camp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  13,  1865 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Eichmond  Whig  of  to-day  contains  the  following: 

Charleston,  February  10. 

A force  of  the  enemy,  believed  to  be  from  2,000  to  3,000  strong,  landed  at  Grim- 
ball’s,  James  Island,  at  8 o’clock  this  morning,  and  drove  in  our  pickets.  Some 
skirmishing  took  place,  but  no  general  engagement.  Grimball’s  is  on  the  Stono 
River,  about  two  miles  southwest  of  Charleston,  the  Ashley  River,  2,000  yards  wide, 
intervening.  The  enemy  are  making  active  demonstrations  at  various  points,  but 
they  are  believed  to  bo  feints.  A force  attacked  our  troops  on  the  Salkehatchie  this 
morning,  but  were  easily  repulsed.  They  also  advanced  upon  the  Charleston  road 
near  the  Blue  House,  and  opened  with  artillery,  but  made  no  impression  on  our  lines. 
Intelligence  from  the  road  to-day  reports  that  the  enemy  crossed  the  Edisto  at 
Binnaker’s  Bridge.  The  enemy  are  moving  on  Edisto. 

THE  LATEST  FROM  THE  SOUTH. — SHERMAN’S  MOVEMENT. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  on  Friday,  the  4th  instant,  Sherman  crossed  the  Salke- 
hatchie, between  Blackstone  and  Rivers’  Bridge,  thereby  completely  outflanking  our 
forces  and  compelling  them  to  fall  back  to  Branchville.  We  have  since  learned  that 
the  Yankees  forded  the  river  through  water  waist-deep  at  Rivers’  Bridge.  A sharp 
engagement  took  place,  which  lasted  several  hours,  in  which  General  Wheeler’s 
cavalry  inflicted  severe  injury  upon  the  enemy.  On  the  8th  a heavy  column  of  his 
infantry  struck  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  at  Grahamville,  about  eighteen  miles 
Avest  of  Branchville,  while  Kilpatrick,  Avith  a cavalry  force,  occupied  Blackville,  on 
the  same  road,  about  nine  miles  a little  nortlnvest  of  Grahamville.  Then  a portion 
of  Sherman’s  column,  it  was  rumored  yesterday,  moved  forward,  crossing  the  South 
Edisto  and  flanking  Branchville  on  the  west,  and  advanced  to  Orangeburg,  on  the 
Columbia  and  BranchAulle  road,  sixteen  miles  north  of  the  latter  point.  Orangeburg 
is  a beautiful  village  of  about  1,000  inliabitauts,  and  has  been  a favorite  retreat  of 
refugees  from  Charleston.'  It  was  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  indigo 
before  the  war. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Crotchpen  Creek,  8.  0.,  February  13,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman  ; 

General:  General  Blair  lias  destroyed  the  railroad  to  where  the 
State  road  crosses  the  same,  and  also  the  trestle-work  a little  farther, 
lie  encamps  at  that  intersection  to-night.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
have  not  destroyed  forage,  cotton,  &c.,  on  his  road.  I have  directed 
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liiiii  to  let  one  division  work  on  tlie  railroad  till  12m.  to-morrow,  and 
then  follow  the  other  two  divisions,  which  will  start  in  the  morning 
with  the  train. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Crotchpen  Swamp  Creek,  8.  0.,  February  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  Comdg.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I arrived  here  1.15  p.  m.  The  column  is  not  far  behind. 
My  headquarters  will  be  near  a church  about  twelve  miles  from  Orange- 
burg and  thirteen  miles  from  Sandy  Run  Post-Office,  I think,  near  Big 
Crotch  Swamp,  as  marked  on  the  map.  Captain  Reese  will  reconnoiter 
and  try  to  strike  your  column.  The  enemy  is  burning  forage,  cotton, 
&c.,  in  our  front.  If  he  leaves  any  cotton  don’t  fail  to  burn  it.  I will 
meet  you  to-morrow  morning  at  Sandy  Run  Post-Office,  but  should  you 
arrive  first,  please  push  a division  across  Sandy  Creek  so  as  to  give  us 
possession  of  the  mills  if  the  rebels  have  not  destroyed  them.  I received 
your  report  of  operations  this  morning,  and  congratulate  you  heartily 
on  your  success.* 

Yours,  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

RuekeFs  Flantation,  8.  C.,  February  13, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  I left  camp  near  Shilling’s  Bridge 
at  10  o’clock  this  a.  m.  (I  crossed  to  the  side  of  the  North  Edisto  during 
the  night),  and  following  General  Corse  on  the  road  toward  Sandy 
Run  Post-Office  until  within  about  one  mile  and  a half  from  my  present 
camp,  I took  a road  leading  me  to  Rucker’s  plantation,  where  I am  in 
camp,  about  one  mile  to  the  left  of  the  main  road,  facing  northwest. 
My  headquarters  are  near  the  house  of  Mrs.  Rucker. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Big  Crotehpen  Creek,  8.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  10  a.  m. 
to-day  and  arrived  at  this  point  at  4 p.  m.  My  headquarters  are  on 
the  main  Columbia  road,  half  a mile  south  of  Big  Crotchpen  Creek. 
In  the  affair  of  yesterday  2 men  were  killed  and  4 wounded.  Our 
captures  were  57,  com])rising  several  ofiicers. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


See  extract,  Part  1,  p.  225, 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Big  Crotchpen  Branchy  JS.  (7.,  February  13,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
Keitt’s  plantation,  near  North  Edisto  lliver,  at  6.30  this  a.  m.  and 
marched,  crossing  Caw  Caw  Swamp  on  the  Orangeburg  to  Orangeburg 
and  Sandy  Kun  Tost  Office  road,  thence  north  to  this  point,  encamping 
at  about  4 p.  m.  inline  of  battle,  tlie  First  Brigade  on  east  side  of.road, 
fronting  north,  and  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  west  side,  fronting  north- 
west. These  headquarters  are  established  upon  the  west  side  of  the 
road  immediately  in  rear  of  Second  Brigade;  distance  marched,  seven- 
teen miles. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Little  Beaver  Creek,  8.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  A djutaiit- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to 
the  movements  of  this  division  to-day,  the  13th  instant: 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding,  I broke 
canij)  at  5 a.  m.,  crossing  North  Branch  Edisto  Eiver,  and  jiassing  the 
First  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  in  bivouac;  made  a short  halt  to 
close  my  column  and  admit  headquarters  teams  of  the  Military  Divis- 
ion of  the  Mississippi  and  corps.  From  this  point  I moved  forward 
upon  good  roads  to  Little  Beaver  Creek,  a distance  of  seventeen  miles 
from  my  point  of  departure,  and  where  my  troops  are  now  in  bivouac 
in  a defensible  position  and  strongly  picketed. 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  "j  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  16.  3 In  the  Field,  8.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

**#-**#* 

ir.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  5 o’clock  this 
a.  m.  on  the  direct  road  to  Sandy  Eun  Post-Office  in  the  following  order: 

1.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  (xcneral  Eice  commanding,  with  its  train 
and  Battery  H,  one  regiment  thrown  in  rear  of  the  same. 

2.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with  his 
regiments  marching  by  the  side  of  train,  extending  them  so  as  to  best 
guard  the  same. 

3.  Trains  in  tlie  following  order:  First,  ambulances;  second,  five 
Avagons  of  ordnance  train;  tliird,  supply  train;  fourth,  ordnance  train; 
fifth,  brigade  trains. 

4.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  vrith  three 
regiments  in  rear  of  the  column  and  one  regiment  by  the  side  of  the 
supply  train. 
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The  pioneer  corps  will  move  invariably  in  advance  of  the  infantry. 
Commanding  officers  of  troops  and  officers  in  charge  of  trains  will 
exert  themselves  to  keep  the  column  close  and  compact  during  the 
march. 

#**#.*#* 

IV.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, the  14th  instant,  on  the  direct  Orangeburg  and  Columbia  road,  in 
the  following  order: 

1.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Adams  commanding,  with  its 
train  and  Battery  H,  one  regiment  thrown  in  rear  of  the  same. 

2.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut  commanding,  with  his 
regiments  marching  by  the  side  of  train,  extending  them  so  as  to  best 
guard  the  same. 

3.  Trains  in  the  following  order:  First,  ambulances;  second,  five 
wagons  of  ordnance  train;  third,  supply  train;  fourth,  ordnance  train; 
fifth,  brigade  trains. 

4.  First  Brigade  Infantry,  Brigadier-General  Bice  commanding, 
with  three  regiments  thrown  in  rear  of  the  column,  and  one  regiment 
by  the  side  of  the  supply  train. 

The  pioneer  corps  will  move  out  in  advance  a few  moments  before 
the  hour  designated. 

******* 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEBTS, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Whaley"^ s,  February  13,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asfiistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

Captain:  My  command  is  encamped  two  miles  northwest  of  the 
intersection  of  the  State  road  and  railroad.  The  road  has-been  com- 
pletely destroyed  up  to  the  State  road.  The  rebels  are  not  burning 
forage  or  cotton  on  our  line.  We  destroy  all  the  latter. 

Bespectfully, 

FBANK  P.  BLAIB,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  xVrmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Crotchpen  Greek,  S.  (7.,  February  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  General  Sherman  desires  that  more  work  be  done  on  the 
railroad.  The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  continue  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railroad  up  to  noon  to-morrow,  and  for  that  purpose  you 
detach  one  division,  allowing  it  to  work  up  to  noon  to-morrow,  and 
allowing  its  transportation  to  move  forward  with  the  other  two  divisions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  40.  ) Whaley^s  Plantation^  8.  0.,  February  13,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move 
forward  his  command  at  7 a.  m.  on  the  Sandy  Kun  Post-Office  road. 

2.  The  train  of  the  Third  Division,  with  a guard  of  one  regiment, 
will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

3.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
follow  the  train  of  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 
o’clock. 

4.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  com- 
mence work  on  the  railroad  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  at  the  point  where  the 
Fourth  Division  left  off  to-day,  and  will  destroy  until  12  m.,  at  which 
hour  he  will  move  by  the  most  practicable  route  to  Big  Beaver  Greek, 
on  the  State  road,  where  the  command  will  encamp  to-morrow  night. 
He  will  effectually  burn  all  trestle-work  and  culverts  that  may  be  on 
the  portion  of  the  road  destroyed. 

5.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  proceed  up  the  railroad 
to  a point  four  miles  from  this  place,  where  they  will  commence  to  burn 
all  culverts  and  trestle-work  they  may  strike  up  to  the  Congaree,  and 
upon  reaching  the  river  they  will  demonstrate  strongly  against  the 
bridge,  so  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  burn  it,  or,  if  practicable,  burn  it 
themselves.  Having  accomplished  this,  they  will  proceed  by  the  river 
road  to  camp  on  Big  Beaver  Creek. 

G.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


North  Edisto,  February  13,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi:  - 
We  secured  the  bridge  last  night  and  have  already  rebuilt  it.  We 
lost  fifteen  men,  killed  aifd  wounded.  Shall  move  forward  to-day  about 
ten  miles.  Davis  is  not  up.  I shall  send  a party  to  build  the  bridge 
over  North  Fork  for  him.  Kilpatrick  is  at  Johnson’s,  the  first  station 
east  of  Aiken.  He  had  skirmish  on  Saturday,  in  which  he  lost  fifty 
men.  I shall  communicate  with  you  to-morrow. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Guignardls  Bridge,  8.  C., 

No.  9.  3 February  13,  1865. 

General  Morgan  will  move  to-morrow  at  0 a.  m.  from  his  present 
I)osition  by  the  direct  road  to  Horsey’s  Bridge,  over  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Edisto. 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  G a.  m.,  and  will  follow  General  Morgan. 

General  Baird  will  take  charge  of  all  the  trains  now  at  this  point, 
and  will  follow  the  column,  marching  at  G a.  m. 

The  cavalry  will  cross  South  Fork  of  Edisto  in  rear  of  General  Baird. 
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The  pontoniers  and  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  be  reported  by 
their  commanding  officer  to  General  Morgan,  and  will  march  under  his 
direction  until  further  orders. 

Corps  headquarters  will  move  in  rear  of  General  Morgan. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  G.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

GuignarWs  Bridge^  S.  6\,  February  13,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  at  once  order  a brigade  of 
your  division  to  relieve  the  brigade  of  General  Mitchell  (Morgan’s  divis- 
ion), which  is  now  guarding  the  trains  of  the  corps  at  this  point.  This 
brigade  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  trains  until  it  is  relieved  by  further 
orders,  which  will  probably  be  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning.  A com- 
pany will  at  once  relieve  the  company  of  General  Mitchell’s  brigade 
now  guarding  the  mill  and  dam.  Very  close  watch  will  be  kept  upon 
the  latter,  as  its  destruction  involves  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
crossing  of  the  Edisto.  You  will  cross  the  remainder  of  your  command 
in  rear  of  General  Mitchell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

No.  4.  S Near  Jones’  Cross-  Roads,  February  13, 1865. 

Hereafter  foraging  parties  sent  out  must  not  consist  of  less  than  fifty 
men,  under  command  of  a commissioned  officer  (without  especial  per- 
mission from  these  headquarters),  who  will  at  all  times  keep  his  men 
well  in  hand,  and  will  under  no  pretense  allow  them  to  enter  houses 
for  purpose  of  plunder.  Within  the  last  few  days  several  men  have 
been  captured  by  straggling  from  parties  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
foraging.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  will  make  it  their  especial 
attention  to  see  that  this  order  is  promulgated  through  quartermasters, 
commissaries,  surgeons,  ordnance,  and  all  other  officers,  to  all  men 
under  their  command. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

No.  5.  ) Near  Jones’  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  13, 1865. 

Hereafter  cattle  herds,  in  crossing  swamps,  rivers,  &c.,  where  it  is 
impossible  for  them  to  be  marched  on  the  flanks  of  the  column,  will  be 
driven  in  rear  of  their  respective  brigades,  and  where  division  herds 
are  formed,  in  rear  of  the  division.  Captain  Bickford  will  cause  his 
herd  to  be  driven  in  the  rear  of  the  cori)S  supply  train. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Jones’  Cross-Roads^  8.  (7.,  February  13,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  toward  Lexington,  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  7 a.  m..  Second  Division  at  8 a.  m..  Third  Division 
at  9 a.  m.  General  Jackson  will  march  his  entire  command,  unencum- 
hered,  in  advance.  General  Geary  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to 
cover  and  effectually  protect  the  trains  of  his  own  and  GeneT^al  Jack- 
son’s division.  The  batteries  will  march  in  the  same  order  as  to-day. 
General  Ward  will  march  three  regiments  in  rear  of  the  train,  as  a rear 
guard.  Division  commanders  will  promulgate  this  order  to  their 
division  quartermasters,  and  will  see  that  the  trains  march  in  their 
proper  places.  The'  following  is  the  assignment  of  the  cavalry  train: 
Second  Brigade  and  ambulance  train  with  the  train  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion; First  and  Third  Brigades  with  the  Second  Division;  cavalry 
supply  train  with  the  Third  Division.  The  train  of  the  Michigan 
Engineers  will  march  at  the  head  of  the  train  of  the  leading  division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General . 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

February  13,  1865.  (Received  4.30  p.  m.  17th.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  The  inclosed  dispatch*  contains  the  latest  information 
from  General  Sherman’s  army.  His  instructions  in  regard  to  Bull’s 
Bay  are  now  being  carried  out.  General  Hatch  is  north  of  the  Com- 
bahee  River,  and  will  push  forward.  1 shall  visit  him  to  morrow  and 
remain  with  him  some  days,  if  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Conmianding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  J have  the  honor  to  report  that  I assumed  command  of 
this  department  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant.  I started  the  same 
night  to  set  on  foot  a demonstration  which  General  Sherman  had 
'ordered  to  be  made  on  the  8th  at  Bull’s  Bay,  S.  C.,  but  which  General 
Foster  delayed  because  General  Sherman’s  advance  had  been  some- 
what retarded  by  bad  roads.  Before  the  troo])s  were  ready  to  embark 
from  Folly  Island,  where  they  had  be(‘n  rendezvonscHl,  1 ascertained 
that  my  presence  was  required  at  llilron  Head,  and  therefore  left 
Brigadier-General  Potter  to  take  charge  of  the  demonstration,  in  co  op- 
eration with  a suitable  force  I'rom  the  navy.  I have  since  learned  that 
the  landing  would  ])robably  be  effected  yesterday.  General  Potter’s 
orders  were  to  seize  the  princijial  roads  leading  to  the  interior,  throw 
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lip  works,  and  give  tlie  affair  the  appearance  of  a permanent  lodgment, 
for  the  purpose  of  co  operating  with  General  Sherman.  General  Potter 
has  but  1,300  men,  and  I can  spare  him  no  more.  General  Hatch,  with 
3,500  men,  is  north  of  the  Combahee  Eiver.  He  has  destroyed  several 
miles  of  the  railroad  north  of  Pocotaligo,  including  some  important 
trestle  bridges.  I will  at  once  push  him  forward,  as  General  Sherman 
directs,  toward  the  Edisto  Eiver,  if  it  be  a possible  thing  to  do  so.  I 
shall  visit  him  to-morrow.  A package  of  dispatches  from  your  head- 
quarters for  General  Sherman  was  turned  over  to  me  by  General  Foster 
to  be  forwarded.  They  are  now  in  General  Hatch’s  possession,  who  has 
directions  to  send  them,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety;  otherwise  their 
contents  will  be  communicated  verbally  to  two  or  three  trusty  scouts, 
who  will  try  and  find  their  way  to  General  Sherman’s  headquarters. 
General  Hatch  may  not  be  able  to  spare  a suitable  escort  for  such  a 
purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  A 0.,  February  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : A dispatch*  in  cipher  and  in  triplicate  has  been  received 
from  General  Sherman’s  headquarters,  which  no  one  here  familiar  with 
such  matters  has  been  able  to  translate.  I have  therefore  directed  a 
steamer,  which  is  now  ready  to  start  north,  to  touch  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  have  the  dispatch  telegraphed  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
Admiral  Dahlgren  has  what  purports  to  be  a key  to  the  cipher,  left 
with  him  by  General  Sherman,  but  something  appears  to  be  wanting 
on  it,  for  it  has  not  been  of  any  use  to  us.  I am  informed  that  the 
admiral  also  has  a cipher  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  which  he 
has  not  been  able  to  translate.  I respectfully  request  that  I may  be 
furnished  with  a key  to  the  cipher  used  by  General  Sherman,  with  full 
explanations  for  its  use. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Alajor- General,  Commanding. 

E.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  dispatch  has  been  deciphered  and 
an  original  copy  sent  to  General  Grant  and  yourself  by  telegraph. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General:  There  are  in  my  custody  495  rebel  officers,  prisoners  of 
war.  They  were  sent  to  this  department  in  August,  1864,  by  your 
order,  to  be  placed  under  fire,  in  retaliation  for  the  Union  officers  held 
by  the  rebels  under  fire  at  Charleston,  S.  0.  On  October  13,  1864, 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  commanding  at  Charleston,  notified  Gen- 
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eral  Foster  that  our  officers  had  been  removed  from  Charleston,  and 
the  rebel  prisoners  were  accordingly  removed  from  Morris  Island, 
where  they  had  been  placed  to  carry  out  the  above  order;  313  men  are 
now  confined  at  Fort  Pulaski,  Ga.,  and  182  in  the  barracks  of  the  pro- 
vost-guard house  at  Hilton  Head.  I respectfully  ask  permission  to 
return  these  prisoners  to  a military  prison  at  the  NTorth,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing grounds:  With  the  small  number  of  troops  in  this  department 
available  at  present  for  garrison  and  guard  duty,  the  only  places  where 
I can  keep  them  without  danger  of  escaping  are  Fort  Pulaski  and  the 
provost  barracks  here.  Fort  Pulaski  is  needed  for  use  as  a military 
prison  by  General  Grover,  commanding  the  District  of  Savannah,  and 
for  the  detention  of  spies  and  doubtful  characters,  who  are  being  sent 
back  by  General  Sherman.  The  barracks  here  are  overcrowded  with 
stragglers,  convalescents,  and  recruits,  continually  arriving  at  this  point 
in  large  numbers  en  route  for  General  Sherman’s  army.  The  presence 
of  these  prisoners  subjects  our  own  soldiers  of  the  above  classes  to 
great  inconvenience  and  apparent  neglect.  These  barracks  are  also 
the  receptacle  of  numerous  refugees  and  rebel  deserters,  who  are  arriv- 
ing from  General  Sherman’s  rear  in  considerable  numbers.  Besides, 
the  retaliatory  object  for  which  they  were  originally  sent  here  having 
been  accomplished,  by  compelling  the  rebels  to  withdraw  our  prisoners 
from  under  our  fire  at  Charleston,  I would  suggest  that  these  men  can  be 
kept  by  the  Government  at  less  expense  and  with  fewer  guards  at  one 
of  the  regularly  organized  prison  camps  at  the  Korth. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 

Major-  General j Commanding. 


Flag-Ship  Harvest  Moon, 

Fort  Boyal^  February  13,  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

General  : I received  by  your  aide  a dispatch  in  cipher  from  General 
Sherman,*  and  I send  you  by  my  fleet  captain  the  key  to  the  cipher  sent 
me  by  General  Sherman.  As  it  was  given  under  injunction  of  strict 
confidence,  I have  to  request  that  you  will  not  permit  any  but  yourself 
to  see  it;  that  no  copy  of  it  will  be  taken,  and  that  it  will  be  returned 
to  me  by  Fleet  Captain  Bradford. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island,  S.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 
Captain  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forees,  Stono  Inlet : 

Captain:  Allow  me  to  convey  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
hearty  and  very  eflective  co-operation  in  the  late  demonstration  on 
James  Island,  From  the  intercepted  dispatches  and  the  testimony  of 
prisoners  it  is  evident  that  the  object  in  view  was  fully  attained,  viz, 
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to  prevent  the  enemy  from  sending  troops  away  from  the  defenses  of 
Charleston  to  re-enforce  those  engaged  against  General  Sherman.  It 
wonld  appear  that  the  enemy  would  not  have  dared  to  withdraw  trooi)s 
from  my  front  even  without  this  demonstration.  My  further  object  was 
to  make  the  enemy  withdraw  troops  from  his  right  and  left  wings,  that 
is,  from  Adams’  Kan  and  Andersonville  and  Mount  Pleasant,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  operations  of  General  Hatch  and  General  Potter.  What 
forces,  if  any,  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  from  Adams’  Kun  I do  not  yet 
know*.  General  Hardee  is,  however,  now  personally  commanding  in 
Charleston.  As  to  the  left  wing  ot  the  enemy,  we  have  fully  succeeded 
by  this  demonstration  on  James  Island  and  in  the  harbor  in  causing 
him  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Andersonville,  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
to  a great  extent  from  Sullivan’s  Island,  and  General. Potter  will  prob- 
ably have  met  with  little  or  no  resistance  yesterday.  It  is  my  intention 
to  keep  up  these  demonstrations  and  keep  the  enemy  in  and  around 
Charleston  as  uneasy  as  possible.  I therefore  beg  you  to  advance  again 
to-morrow  morning  (Tuesday,  February  14),  in  about  the  same  manner 
as  on  February  10,  and  support  my  infantry,  a small  force  of  which  will 
again  cross  over  to  James  Island.  I have  sent  a copy  of  this  letter  to 
Captain  Scott,  commanding  naval  forces  off  Charleston.  Colonel  Koz- 
lay  will  call  on  you  and  make  all  necessary  arrangements  with  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENOTG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  District. 


General  Orders,^  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

1 Department  of  the  South, 

( First  Separate  Brigade, 

No.  3.  J Morris  Island j 8.  C.,  February  13j  1865. 

I hereby  tender  my  thanks  to  the  commanders  of  posts  and  to  the 
officers  and  enlisted  men  of  this  command  for  the  hearty  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  orders  have  been  executed  by  them  during  the  past 
week  on  James  Island,  as  well  as  in  Charleston  Harbor.  The  cheerful 
l)erformance  of  their  duty  on  the  part  of  the  men  is  so  much  the  more ' 
deserving  of  high  credit,  as  they  w^ere  worn  out  by  months  of  hard 
fatigue  and  outpost  duty.  The  brilliant  conduct  of  the  skirmishers  of 
the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  the  skillful  command  of 
Capt.  Gustav  Blau,  of  that  regiment,  elicits  my  especial  admiration. 
Soldiers,  we  have  yet  a few  days  of  hard  work  before  us.  Keep  up, 
therefore,  your  good  will  and  clieerful  spirits,  as  you  have  done,  and 
your  exertions  will  soon  find  their  reward. 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- Genera /,  Comm anding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Morris  Island^  8.  0.,  February  13,  1865. 

Col.  E.  A.  Kozlay, 

Commanding  Post,  Folly  Island,  8.  C.  : 

Colonel:  The  enemy  has  ordered  artillery  and  infantry  back  to 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Christ  Church  against  (General  Potter.  We  must 
try  to  keep  as  many  of  them  in  our  front  as  possible,  and  you  will 
therefore  again  demonstrate  on  or  against  James  Island.  If  the 
navy  supports  you,  you  will  cross  over  to-morrow,  February  14,  in 
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the  forenoon  from  the  left  of  Cole’s  Island  to  Battery  and  James 
Islands  after  the  artillery  has  cleared  the  ground.  You  will  cross  over 
with  infantry  only,  and  not  advance  your  skirmishers  farther  than 
the  line  of  rifle-pits  extending  from  the  bridge  on  the  right  of  Cole’s 
Island  in  a northerly  direction.  Your  patrols  may  advance  farther. 
Your  line  will  remain  in  the  rifle-pits  in  the  rear  and  to  the  west  of  the 
line  of  rifle-pits  before  mentioned.  You  will  make  a show  of  your  force. 
You  will  retire  from  James  Island  before  dark,  from  Battery  Island 
after  dark.  You  will  have  men  work  on  the  bridge  on  the  right  of 
Cole’s  Island  for  at  least  four  hours,  but  lay  it  only  half  way  and  take 
the  planks  back  again  after  dark.  Should  the  navy  not  be  able  to 
co-operate  with  you,  you  will  cross  over  to  Battery  Island  in  the  after- 
noon and  send  a small  party  only  over  to  James  Island,  and  retire  after 
dark.  The  battery  on  Long  Island  and  the  right  of  Cole’s  Island 
and  the  mortar  schooner  will  open  fire  after  sunrise  to-morrow.  The 
detachment  of  the  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  and  such  other 
troops  as  can  be  sj)ared  should  march  at  once  noisily  to  the  right 
of  Cole’s  Island  so  that  they  can  be  seen  and  heard;  march  back  to  the 
left  silently  after  dark  and  again  noisily  to  the  right.  Th'e  same  orders 
you  will  give  to  the  Fifty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers  when  they 
arrive.  This  regiment  will  need  a guide.  All  this  will  make  the 
enerny  believe  that  a large  force  is  gathering  on  our  outpost  line.  The 
men  may  light  fires  and  cook  on  James  Island  as  well  as  on  Cole’s 
Island.  If  you  meet  with  resistance  you  may  retire.  Have  mock  guns 
placed  in  the  battery  on  the  left  of  Cole’s  Island  until  the  guns  for  that 
battery  arrive. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig : 

EDW.  W.  SCHAUFFLER, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Morris  Island,  8.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Post,  Morris  Island,  8.  C. : 

Colonel  : You  will  order  at  once  without  delay  all  the  available  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Fifty  sixth  New  York  Volunteers  to  report  forthwith 
to  Colonel  Kozlay,  at  Stono  Landing.  They  will  be  provided  with  three 
days’  rations,  &c.,  in  accordance  with  former  orders  on  this  subject. 
The  detailed  men  in  the  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  departments 
will  remain. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W,  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  February  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

8avannah.  Ga. : 

General:  Your  letter  of  January  21*  I received  a few  days  after  it 
was  written,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I shall  not  neglect  any  of 
the  instructions  therein  contained.  General  Grant,  accompanied  by 
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General  Schofield,  was  at  Morehead  City  two  weeks  since,  and  from 
him  I learned  that  a force  of  6,000  men  was  to  come  here.  I under- 
stood that  it  was  to  be  one  division  of  Schofield’s  corps.  This  arrange- 
ment must  have  been  changed,  however,  for  the  Provisional  Division 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  the  command  of  General  T.  F. 
Meagher,  has  just  arrived.  This  consists  of  about  5,000  men,  com- 
posed of  squads  or  detachments  from  nearly  every  regiment  of  your 
army,  and  no  complete  organization  of  any  kind.  There  are  with  this 
some  fifty  officers  only,  and  after  taking  out  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  brigades  with  the  staff  officers  there  is  scarcely  one  officer  to 
each  200  men,  and  the  whole  command  is  but  a mob  of  men  in  uniform. 
However,  general,  1 shall  try  to  put  this  force  in  a shape  that  will  be 
useful.  In  the  first  place,  I have  determined  to  take  all  of  the  recruits, 
substitutes,  and  drafted  men  of  the  command  and  place  them  in  the 
old  organizations  now  serving  here.  These  compose  nearly  one-half 
of  the  entire  force.  The  remainder  will  then  be  in  better  shape  to 
handle,  and  I shall  try  to  find  some  more  officers  to  attach  temporarily 
to  the  division.  At  any  rate,  general,  we  will  do  the  best  with  the 
force  we  have,  and  I have  no  complaints  to  make.  I thought  it  proper 
to  inform  you,  however,  of  the  condition  of  affairs.  The  railroad  con- 
struction corps  has  arrived,  and  I fancy  that  their  mission  is  no  secret. 
It  is  pretty  well  understood  among  the  people  of  these  parts  that,  your 
army  will  march  northward  through  this  State.  I neglected  to  state 
that  no  wmgons  or  transportation  of  any  kind  arrived  with  General 
Meagher’s  command.  The  Quartermaster-General  informs  me  that  in 
answer  to  my  request  he  has  ordered  100  wagons  to  be  sent  here.  He 
says  he  presumes  that  General  Schofield  sent  transportation  wdth  the 
troops  lately  arrived.  This  is  not  the  case,  and  if  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  move  very  soon  we  would  be  badly  off*,  but  we  will  do  the  best 
we  can. 

I amj  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  14^  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  Richmond  Dispatch  to-day  has  the  following : 

SHERMAN^S  MOVEMENTS. — THE  SITUATION  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA. — OFFICIAL  DISPATCH 

FROM  GENERAL  HARDEE. 

The  military  operations  now  going  on  in  South  Carolina  are  of  the  first  importance 
to  our  cause,  and  naturally  engross  the  attention  of  our  people,  to  the  exclusion  of 
movements  reported  to  he  taking  place  elsewhere.  Sherman  has  run  through  Georgia 
without  meeting  with  any  obstruction,  and  it  is  expected,  if  he  is  to  be  checked  at 
all,  it  must  be  done  quickly.  It  is  only  within  the  past  week  that  his  movement 
against  Branchville  was  clearly  developed.  Previous  to  that  time  it  was  not  yet 
known  certainly  that  he  would  not  concentrate  against  Augusta  or  Charleston.  It 
is  now  reported  by  telegraph  that  he  has  a column  moving  on  Augusta,  but  this 
must  be  received  as  an  unconfirmed  rumor.  We  cannot  contradict  it,  though  at  the 
same  time  we  do  not  know  that  it  is  tine.  For  the  present  all  communication  with 
Augusta  is  cut  off,  and  we  do  not  know  what  is  going  on  there  or  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

As  concerns  matters  at  Charleston  and  in  the  direction  of  Columbia  our  informa- 
tion is  more  definite.  The  enemy  with  a force  of  3,000  men  lauded  at  GrimbalPs,  on 
James  Island,  last  Friday,  and  drove  in  our  pickets.  Some  skirmishing  followed. 
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but  there  was  no  general  engagement.  GrimbalFs  is  on  the  Stono  River,  two  miles 
southwest  of  Charleston,  and  the  Ashley  River,  a wide  stream,  lies  between  it  and 
the  city.  This  demonstration  of  the  enemy  is  believed  to  be  a feint. 

The  following  dispatch,  received  late  Sunday  night,  is  the  official  report  of  this. 
affair.  It  contains  also  other  interesting  intelligence : 

“Charleston,  February  11. 

“General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and,  Inspector  General: 

“The  enemy  last  evening  drove  in  our  pickets  on  James  Island.  The  lines  have 
been  re-established  to-day.  The  enemy  are  still  in  strong  force  on  the  island,  but 
the  movement  is  believed  to  be  only  a demonstration.  There  is  an  increase  to-day 
of  eighteen  steamers  olf  the  bar.  A barge  attack  made  to-night  upon  Battery 
Tompkins  [Simkins]  was  repulsed. 

“W.  J.  HARDEE, 

“ Lieutenant-General.” 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  above  we  are  without  advices  from  Charleston. 

On  Saturday  a column  of  Sherman’s  infantry  and  cavalry  crossed  the  Edisto  to 
the  west  of  and  above  Brauchville,  and  advanced  on  the  Columbia  Branch  Railroad. 
Our  troops  at  Brauchville  withdrew  toward  Columbia.  According  to  the  last 
official  accounts,  received  yesterday,  the  enemy  were  at  Orangeburg,  some  twenty 
mih  s north  of  Brauchville,  and  on  the  road  to  Columbia. 

During  our  retreat  there  has  been  continual  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  but  no 
general  engagement.  It  was  said  here  yesterday  that  Beauregard  intended  to  make 
an  attack,  but  we  think  from  present  indications  it  is  more  likely  he  will  fall  back 
beyond  the  Santee  and  defend  the  line  of  that  river.  He  is  said  to  have  an  adequate 
force  for  either  an  offensive  or  defensive  policy,  whichever  he  may  find  it  expedient 
to  adopt.  Columbia  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Santee,  about  fifty  miles  west  of 
north  of  Orangeburg. 

IMPORTANT  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. — A HEAVY  YANKEE  COLUMN  THREATENING  AN 

ADVANCE  ON  RALEIGH. 

Unofficial  intelligence  has  been  received  here  that  a force  of  the  enemy,  estimated  at 
20,000  men,  have  landed  at  New  Berne.  It  is  believed  to  be  their  object  to  advance 
at  once  upon  Raleigh,  or  at  least  upon  our  lines  of  railroad  in  North  Carolina.  They 
are  said  to  have  brought  with  them  five  locomotives  and  railroad  iron  sufficient  to 
lay  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  track. 

FROM  EAST  TENNESSEE. 

The  report  reached  us  yesterday  that  Stoneman  and  Burbridge  were  preparing  to 
make  a raid  from  Tennessee  into  North  Carolina,  in  the  direction  of  Raleigh,  with 
the  hope  of  co-operating  with  the  column  now  said  to  bo  on  foot  to  invade  the  State 
from  the  Atlantic  coast.  We  give  this  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 

From  the  Whig: 


FROM  WILMINGTON,  FEBRUARY  13. 

There  has  been  considerable  skirmishing  on  our  lines  at  Sugar  Loaf.  On  Satur- 
day the  enemy  made  three  attacks  in  force,  which  were  handsomely  repulsed.  Dur- 
ing the  attack  the  enemy’s  whole  fleet  opened  on  Hoke’s  left.  Ohr  casualties  are 
about  twenty  men.  The  same  day  one  monitor  threw  several  shells  at  Fort  Ander- 
sou,  killing  1 and  wounding  1.  All  quiet  since. 

EXCHANGE  OF  PRISONERS. 


We  learn  that  1,0.50  of  our  prisoners  have  been  brought  under  the  Yankee  flag  of 
truce  to  Aiken’s  Landing,  aud  are  awaiting  transportation  thence  to  Richmond, 
which  could  not  be  eflected  yesterday  on  account  of  the  ice  in  the  river. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 
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Special  Orders^  ) War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  73.  ) Washington^  February  14^  1865, 

******* 

60.  First  Lieut.  Isaac  S.  Lyon,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  in 
])ersoii  witliout  delay  to  the  chief  signal  officer  serving  with  General 
Sherman,  commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  for  assign- 
ment to  duty. 

61.  The  foliowing-named  officers  are  hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay 
to  Capt.  Charles  L.  Davis,  chief  signal  olficer,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
for  assignment  to  duty:  Second  Lieut.  E.  S.  Moffatt,  Signal  Corps,  U. 
S.  Army;  Second  Lieut.  Eobert  E.  Duvall,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army, 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Sandy  Run,  S,  February  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  Lieutenant  McQueen,  with  several  scouts,  went  yester- 
day to  Fort  Motte.  He  heard  that  the  enemy  had  the  railroad  bridge 
all  ready  to  set  fire  to  on  the  approach  of  our  troops.  He  picked  up 
near  the  State  road  two  prisoners  who  belong  to  Conner’s  brigade  of 
Longstreet’s  corps.  Their  brigade,  1,500  strong,  had  been  guarding  a 
bridge  over  Four-Hole  Swamp,  in  the  expectation  that  we  would 
advance  on  Charleston  from  Orangeburg.  They  did  not  know  of  any 
more  troops  being  here  from  their  corps  other  than  Conner’s  brigade. 
Citizens  report  that  the  enemy  is  making  works  about  three  miles 
beyond  the  railroad  bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — A scout  just  in  reports  that  the  enemy  burned  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Congaree  on  the  approach  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  (at  1 p.  m.).  The  scout  went  up  to  the  bridge.  There  appearea 
to  be  about  a regiment  on  the  other  side. 

O.  O.  H., 

Major- General, 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  > Near  Sandy  R^in  Post-Office,  S,  C., 

No.  38.  ) February  14,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7 a.  m.  Maj.  Gen. 
John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteentli  Army  Corps,  will  move  by 
the  State  road  toward  Columbia  witli  three  of  his  divisions,  carefully 
reconnoiter  the  enemy’s  works  across  the  Congaree  Creek,  being  care- 
ful not  to  expose  his  column  to  the  enemy’s  artillery.  With  his  other 
division  he  will  make  a demonstration  at  Bates’  Ferry,  and,  if  it  can 
be  done,  throw  a pontoon  across  at  that  point.  The  Seventeentli 
Army  Corps,  Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will  close  up  on  the 
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Fifteenth  Army  Corps  as  far  as  Seven  Hunt  Eiin,  and  await  orders' 
His  movement  will  begin  at  8.30  a.  in.  Each  corps  commander  will 
endeavor  to  shorten  his  column  during  halts  as  much  as  possible  by 
massing  the  troops.  General  Blair  will  reconnoiter  with  his  mounted 
infantry  well  to  the  left,  to  ascertain  a practicable  crossing  of  Con- 
garee  Creek  to  the  left  of  the  State  road.  In  case  the  enemy  give  way 
from  General  Slocum’s  movement,  the  command  will  move  straight  on 
Columbia,  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corjis  leading.  Headquarters  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  will  follow  the  second  division  in  order  of  march. 
Capt.  C.  B.  Eeese,  chief  engineer  of  the  department,  will  direct  the 
bridge  train  to  move  to  Bates’  Ferry  at  the  time  it  may  be  required. 

II.  Capt.  William  C.  Palmer,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  Illinois 
Infantry  Volunteers,  is  hereby  detailed  for  special  service  as  acting 
commissary  of  subsistence  and  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  and  will 
report  for  duty  to  Lieut.  Col.  D.  Eemick,  chief  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAE  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  10.  ) Baker^s  Plantation^  S.  0.,  February  14^  1865. 

I.  The  following  is  announced  as  the  badge  of  this  corps:  A minia- 
ture cartiidge-box,  black,  one-eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  fifteen-sixteenths 
of  an  inch  wide,  and  thirteen-sixteenths  of  an  inch  deep,  set  transversely 
on  a field  of  cloth  or  metal  one  and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  square;  above 
the  cartridge-box  plate  will  be  stamped  or  marked  in  a curve  the  motto, 
‘‘Forty  Bounds.”  The  field  on  which  the  cartridge-box  is  set  will  be 
red  for  the  First  Division,  white  for  the  Second  Division,  blue  for  the 
Third  Division,  and  yellow  for  the  Fourth  Division.  For  the  head- 
quarters of  the  corps  the  field  will  be  parti- colored,  of  red,  white,  blue, 
and  yellow. 

II.  The  badge  will  invariably  be  worn  upon  the  hat  or  cap. 

III.  It  is  expected  that  this  badge  will  be  worn  constantly  by  every 
officer  and  soldier  in  the  corps.  If  any  corps  in  the  army  has  a right 
to  take  pride  in  its  badge,  surely  that  has  which  looks  back  through  the 
long  and  glorious  line  of  Wilson’s  Creek,  Henry,  Donelson,  Shiloh, 
Eussell  House,  Corinth,  luka.  Town  Creek,  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas 
Post,  Champion’s  Hill,  Big  Black,  Snyder’s  Bluff,  Vicksburg,  Jackson, 
Cherokee  Station,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Eidge,  Einggold, 
Knoxville,  Eesaca,  Kingston,  Dallas,  New  Hope  Church,  Big  Shanty, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Nickajack,  Decatur,  the  22d  and  28th  of  July  before 
Atlanta,  Jonesborough,  Lovejoy’s,  Allatoona  Pass,  Graham ville.  Fort 
McAllister,  and  scores  of  minor  struggles;  the  corps  which  had  its  birth 
under  Grant  and  Sherman  in  the  darker  days  of  our  struggle;  the  corps 
which  will  keep  on  striking  until  the  death  of  the  rebellion. 

IV.  For  the  present,  good  temporary  badges  can  be  made  easily  by 
any  soldier  in  the  corps.  When  communication  is  re-established  with 
the  North  commanders  can  procure  very  handsome  ones  for  their  men 
at  a nominal  cost. 

V.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  are  requested  to  examine  plans 
for  division  and  brigade  flags  at  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan : 

MAX.  WOODHHLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

JVear  Wolf’s  Plantation,  8.  0.,  February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I broke 
camp  at  7 this  a.  m.,  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Sandy  Fun  Post- 
Office.  Striking  the  main  State  road  at  that  point, I proceeded  some 
three  miles  and  a half  farther,  going  into  camp  near  Wolf’s  plantation. 
On  reaching  the  creek  at  this  place  I discovered  a small  party  of  the 
enemy  on  the  opposite  side.  They,  however,  retreated  at  once  before 
my  skirmishers.  My  position  is  good,  being  on  a high  ridg(‘;  just  beyond 
the  creek,  two  brigades  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
with  the  battery  directly  in  the  road.  The  troops  are  intrenched,  with 
good  works.  To-night  the  rebel  cavalry  made  a dash  on  my  picket-line 
capturing  three  of  the  vedettes.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  south  side 
of  the  creek  near  the  bridge. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assista7it  Adjutant- General  : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  7 a.  m. 
to-day,  and  marched  to  a point  where  it  is  now  camped,  two  miles  north 
of  the  Sandy  Creek  crossing,  near  corps  headquarters,  a distance  of 
fifteen  miles.  My  headquarters  are  at  a farm  house  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road  at  the  point  above  mentioned. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEi7, 

Majo7'-  Ge^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Arma"  Corps, 

Near  Saiidy  Run  Post-Office,  8.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  A^nny  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  9.15  o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  present  camp,  one  mile  north 
of  Sandy  Run  Post-Office;  distance,  twelve  miles.  The  division  is 
encamped  in  column  by  regiments,  on  the  left  of  Orangeburg  and  Colum- 
bia road,  fronting  north.  Headquarters  are  established  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  immediately  in  rear  of  command. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Four  Aliles  from  Sandy  Run  Post-Office,  S.  C., 

Februa^'y  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  movements  of  my 
command  during  this  day:  I broke  camp  on  the  State  road  at  7 a.  m. 
and  moved  to  Sandy  Run  Post-Office  (five  miles),  and  from  thence  to 
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tlie  left  on  the  Orangeburg  and  Oolninbia  road,  a distance  of  four  miles, 
when  I placed  my  command  in  bivouac  on  the  right  and  left  of  road, 
having  marched  nine  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  18  ) February  14^  1865. 

******* 

YI.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  to-mor- 
row, the  15th  instant,  on  Congaree  Creek,  in  the  following  order,  and 
as  the  road  is  of  sufficient  width  to  admit  of  the  train  and  troops  to 
march  abreast,  the  troops  will  therefore  move  by  the  side  of  the  trains, 
giving  the  best  track  to  the  latter;  battery  to  move  at  the  head  of 
trains. 

First.  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  Colonel  Hurlbut;  second,  First  Bri- 
gade, General  Rice;  third.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Adams.  Trains  to 
move  in  the  same  order  as  to-day,  the  14th  instant,  with  exception  of  five 
wagons,  which  will  follow  battery,  and  the  advance  brigade  train  follow 
ambulances. 

******* 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Sandy  Bun  Post-Office^  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  A.  A.  G.,  J)ept.  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry,  and  General  Potts’  brigade  (Fourth  Division),  proceeded  up 
the  railroad  to  the  Congaree  River  this  morning.  The  enemy  were 
found  in  a strong  position,  with  rifle  pits  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and 
numbered  about  300.  A small  skirmish  line  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  (the 
infantry  being  some  distance  to  the  rear)  advanced  on  them  and 
stampeded  them  toward  the  bridge.  Tliey  were  in  such  haste  that 
they  set  fire  to  the  bridge  (which  had  been  prepared  for  burning  with 
turpentine)  before  the  whole  force  was  over.  Those  who  were  cut  off, 
except  two  of  the  Forty-third  Georgia,  who  were  captured,  took  to  the 
swami)  and  could  not  be  followed.  Tlie  enemy  after  crossing  continued 
their  retreat,  and  the  Ninth  Illinois  moved  up  to  the  bank  and  stood 
on  the  bridge  without  being  molested.  A iiontoon  could  liave  been 
laid  there  easily.  The  Ninth  Illinois  have  returned  to  camp.  General 
Potts’  brigade  is  encamped  about  ten  miles  from  here,  and  will  move 
forward  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  The  trestle  and  culverts  outlie 
railroad  were  all  d(‘-stroyed,  and  the  Third  Division  worked  on  the  road 
from  the  State  road  north  until  12  m.,  completely  destroying  the  part 
passed  over.  I estimate  the  destruction  of  the  road,  including  the  two 
miles  below  Orangeburg,  and  the  trestle  and  culverts,  at  twenty  miles. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — This  report  would  have  been  sent  in  sooner  had  General 
Potts’  brigade  and  the  Third  Division  been  heard  from. 

F.  P.  B., 
Major-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  41.  f Near  Sandy  Rttn  Post- Office,  February  14^  1865. 

I.  The  orders  for  to-morrow  are  as  follows: 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Th.rd  Division,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  on  the  State  road  at  8.30  a.  m. 

2.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  DivivSion,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9.30  o’clock. 

3.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  Fir^^t  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10.30  o’clock. 

4.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at 
8 o’clock,  and  will  receive  directions  from  Captain  Henley,  aide-de- 
camp. 

5.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  rear  division. 

6.  During  a halt  division  commanders  will  close  up  by  massing  the 
troops  and  doubling  the  trains. 

II.  In  order  to  provide  against  a scarcity  of  provisions  hereafter,  no 
more  hard  bread  will  be  issued  until  further  orders. 

Full  rations  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt,  will  be  issued,  and  the  troops 
will  depend  on  foraging  parties  for  subsistence. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

February  14.,  1865. 

Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

Dear  General  : The  Twentieth  Corps  is  at  the  junction  of  the  road 
leading  from  Horsey’s  Bridge  to  the  mouth  of  Congaree  Creek  with  the 
road  from  Lexington  to  Big  Bull  Swamp.  It  is  the  cross-roads  just 
south  of  Sand  Hills.  It  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  cross-roads  just 

- over  Red  Branch.  I wish  you  to  move  forward  as  early  as  possible  to 
Lexington,  taking  the  Barnwell  road,  passing  near  Bethel  Church. 
You  will  be  very  near  me  when  you  cross  the  Two  Notch  road,  and  I 
wish  you  would  call  and  see  me  at  that  point.  If  you  reach  there 
before  I do  please  wait  until  I arrive.  Kilpatrick  should  protect  your 

- left  and  rear. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Hutton'’s  House,  S.  (7., 

No.  10.  ) February  14,  1865. 

The  troops  of  the  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows: 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  ui)on  Lexington  by  the  direct 
road  running  through  his  camp  toward  Mims’  and  Horse  Creek  Post- 
Office  and  the  Barnwell  road,  via  Bethel  Church  and  Lybrand’s.  He 
will  b(*.  accompanied  by  and  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  pon- 
toniers  and  First  JMichigan  Engineers,  who  will  be  reported  to  him 
to-night  by  their  commanding  officers. 

Corps  headquarters,  with  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train,  will 
move  in  rear  of  General  Carlin. 
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General  Morgan  will  move  immediately  in  rear  of  reserve  artillery. 
General  Baird,  marching  at  0 a.  m.  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  will 
conduct  them  via  this  point  and  follow  the  column  on  the  road  indicated. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis: 

A.  0.  McCLUBG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Columbia  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Lexington,  as  follows: 
Second  Division,  at  7 a.  m. ; Third  Division,  at  8 a.  m.;  First  Division, 
at  9 a.  m.  General  Geary  will  march  the  troops  of  his  division,  unen- 
cumbered, as  the  advance.  General  Jackson  will  detail  three  regiments 
to  march  as  rear  guard.  A section  of  artillery  will  accompany  it. 
One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  General  Geary’s  advanced 
brigade.  The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  trooi)S  of  the  Second  Division.  The  Michigan  Engineers,  with 
their  train,  will  march  at  the  head  of  the  trains  of  the  Second  Division, 
starting  at  7 a.  m.  General  W ard  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  trains  of  his  own  and  General  Geary’s  divisions.  As  we  are  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy  commanding  officers  are  enjoined 
to  exercise  great  caution  in  sending  out  foraging  jiarties.  Neither  officers 
nor  men  should  be  permitted  to  leave  the  column,  except  in  parties 
strong  enough  to  protect  themselves. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  February  14,  1865, 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I left  Hilton  Head  on  the  11th  instant 
on  the  steamship  Arago,  and  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads  last  night, 
having  experienced  a northeasterly  gale  off  Hatteras.  Major^General 
Gillmore  relieved  me  of  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South 
on  the  9th  instant.  The  military  news  that  I bring  is  not  important. 
A report  had  reached  Hilton  Head  as  I was  leaving  that  Sherman  had 
taken  Branchville,  but  I could  not  trace  it  to  any  reliable  source.  The 
rebels  had  fallen  back  from  the  Combahee  River,  and  General  Hatch 
had  orders  to  follow  and  destroy  the  railroad.  He  had  crossed  the 
Combahee,  advancing  toward  the  Ashepoo  River.  General  E.  E.  Pot- 
ter, with  a small  brigade,  had  demonstrated  from  Edisto  Island  toward 
Willstown,  but  found  the  enemy  in  force.  On  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  he 
demonstrated,  supported  by  General  Schimmelfennig,  on  James  Island, 
but  found  the  enemy  still  in  force  there.  The  force  then  had  orders  to 
proceed  to  Bull’s  Bay,  and  hold  the  roads  by  which  the  enemy  might 
escape  from  Mount  Pleasant.  I am  to  leave  for  Baltimore  to-night,  to 
obtain  surgical  relief  from  my  in  esent  disability. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major-General. 


(Same  to  Major-General  Halleck.) 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.^  February  14^  1865. 

Maj.  Geii.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  T have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  direction  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  the  headquarters  of  tlie  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi  are  this  day  established  at  tlje  city  of  Savannah, 
under  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster,  chief  of  staff  to  the 
major-general  commanding.  An  office  for  the  transaction  of  the  gen- 
eral business  of  the  command  is  this  day  opened  at  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  in  this  city,  with  the  following-named  officers  on  duty 
therein:  Lieut.  Ool.  R.  M.  Sawyer,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  M. 
Rochester,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Oapt.  E.  L.  Anderson,  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Brevet  Major-General  Grover,  commanding  District  of 
Savannah.) 


Flag- STEAMER  Harvest  Moon, 

Port  Royal  Harbor^  S.  C.,  February  14^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  South,  Headquarters  Hilton  Head: 

Sir:  I have  just  received  your  communication  of  the  14th,  stating 
that  “ a naval  demonstration  up  the  Edisto  would  aid  General  Hatch, 
and  might  open  communication  with  him  if  made  to-morrow  or  next 
day.”  You  ask  if  it  will  be  in  my  power  ‘‘  to  afford  any  co  operation  in 
that  quarter?”  With  little  exception,  the  only  vessels  of  the  squadron 
that  could  ascend  the  Edisto  so  far  as  to  give  the  apxjearance  of  reality 
to  any  demonstration  are  now  absent  at  Bull’s  Bay,  co  operating  with 
your  detachment  at  that  place.  When  you  will  inform  me  that  they 
can  be  spared  from  that  service  I will  direct  them  to  the  Edisto  with- 
'out  delay.  The  Pontiac,  now  remaining  at  Savannah  by  request  of 
General  Grover,  could  also  be  used  if  she  could  be  S]3ared.  The  iireseut 
weather  will  unavoidably  retard  all  naval  movements  whilst  it  lasts. 
1 send  herewith,  for  your  information,  a deci^ffiered  copy  of  General 
Sherman’s  dispatch  to  me.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREY, 

Real-Admiral,  Comdg.  South  Atlantie  Blochading  Squadron. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

Ro.  20.  i Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  Saxton,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  announced  as 
suiierintendent  of  the  volunteer  recruiting  service  tor  the  Department 
of  the  South,  and  will  be  obe^^ed  and  respected  accordingly. 


See  7tli,  p.  328. 
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Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  S.  Littlefield,  U.  S.  Yoluiiteers,  will  continue  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  for  the 
department,  under  the  regulations  established  by  the  War  Dei^art- 
ment,  reporting  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  (7.,  February  14,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Poeotaligo,  8.  C.: 

Your  letter  of  the  12th  and  telegrams  of  the  12th  and  13th  instant 
are  received.  General  Prince’s  command  will  get  their  arms  to-day. 
He  is  short  of  officers  and  has  no  transportation.  You  can  probably 
get  1 ,000  or  1,200  men  from  him  to-morrow  morning.  Take  all  that 
can  be  of  service.  General  Sherman’s  orders  of  the  7th  are  for  you  to 
push  forward  to  the  Edisto.  I do  not  think  any  enemy  will  remain  on 
your  right  flank  as  you  advance.  I will  ask  the  admiral  to  feel  up  the 
Ashepoo  and  Edisto. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Savannah, 

8avannah,  Ga.,  February  14^  1865. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  8outh : 

I have  just  received  the  order  to  hold  1,000  men  in  readiness  for 
detached  service.  In  reply  I have  to  state  that  I have  but  3,910 
enlisted  men  iiresent  for  duty.  Of  that  number  1,900  are  necessary 
for  duty  in  the  town  for  the  safety  of  public  property  and  the  city. 
With  the  remaining  2,000  I have  to  guard  a line  five  miles  in  length 
and  furnish  all  details,  which  are  at  this  post  very  heavy.  I therefore 
cannot,  consistently  with  the  safety  of  this  city  and  the  public  property 
here,  spare  the  force  ordered.  If  desired  I can  make  a full  explanation 
of  all  the  duties  required  here,  which  will  strengthen  the  foregoing 
statement.  I consider  it  my  duty,  therefore,  as  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  district  and  post,  and  therefore  responsible  for  its  safety,  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  to  protest  against  the  taking  away  of  any  force,  at 
least  at  present. 

C.  GEOYEE, 

Brevet  Major-  Generalj  Commanding. 


Hi':adquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  (7.,  February  14 j 1865. 
Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  8quadron : 

Admiral:  The  movement  ordered  on  the  12th  will  be  made  to-night, 
except  that  the  pontoon  boats  will  be  hauled  on  wagons.  Please  order 
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the  g[un-boats  outside  to  be  ready  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  sound  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  and  to  land  their  small  boats  at  the  point  of 
crossing  about  midnight,  if  the  weather  will  permit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  14.^  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Our  pilots  say  it  is  too  rough  on  the  bar  to  take  the  small  steamers 
across  now.  1 will  send  orders  to  the  vessels  outside  to  do  as  you 
have  wished. 

D.  D.  POETER, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point ^ N.  (7.,  February  14 ^ 1865. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  : 

I do  not  expect  to  make  any  movement  outside,  only  to  have  the 
gun-boats  near  enough  to  cover  the  crossing  of  the  sound  at  daylight 
tomorrow  morning,  and  keep  open  signal  communication  between  me 
and  General  Terry. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  5.  ) Federal  Pointy  N.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

**#*##* 

II.  The  movement  ordered  in  Special  Orders,  No.  3,  of  February  12, 
1865,  will  be  made  to-night  with  the  following  modifications,  viz:  The 
pontoon  boats  will  be  hauled  upon  their  wagons  along  the  beach  instead 
of  being  sent  by  sea.  If  the  weather  will  permit  the  navy  boats  will 
be  landed  at  the  point  designated  in  the  order  of  the  12th.  If  not  the 
pontoon  boats  will  be  relied  upon  to  carry  the  troops  across  the  sound. 

The  brigade  detailed  to  accompany  the  boats  will  constitute  the 
advance  guard  of  the  column  and  Avill  march  at  dark,  followed  immedi- 
ately by  the  train  aiid  then  by  the  troops,  General  Ames’  division  in 
advance. 

Brigadier-General  Comstock  will  have  command  of  the  train  audits 
guard,  and  will  have  immediate  control  of  the  operations  in  crossing  the 
sound. 

**#*### 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Pointy  N.  (7.,  February  14  1865, 
COMMANDINO  OFFICER  IT.  S.  TrOOPS,  23d  ARMY  CORPS, 

Smithvillej  A.  G.  {debarhing  at  Smithville)  : 

Sir:  Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  you  put  all  the  troops 
landing  from  the  vessels  at  Smith  ville  in  camp  near  that  place  and  have 
them  prepared  for  active  field  service  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Pointy  V.  C.,  February  14^  1865. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Smithvillej  N.  C.  : 

Colonel  : A division,  or  part  of  one,  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  will 
land  at  Smithville  to-night  or  early  in  the  morning.  I want  you  at 
daylight  in  the  morning  to  start  a reconnaissance  on  both  of  the  roads 
leading  out  from  Smithville.  Take  about  300  men  on  the  road  to  Fort 
Anderson.  A smaller  force  will  be  sufficient  on  the  other  road.  Push 
out  about  five  or  six  miles,  or  more  if  practicable,  and  remain  out  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day.  Get  all  the  information  that  you  can  of  the 
position,  strength,  movements,  &c.,  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  roads  and 
country  toward  Wilmington.  Your  reconnaissance  will  also  serve  as  a 
diversion  in  favor  of  a movement  I ])ropose  to  make  on  this  side  of  the 
river.  If  you  need  assistance  during  the  day  call  on  the  officer  com- 
manding the  troops  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps.  Show  him  this  order 
as  your  authority  for  doing  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


General  Terry’s  Headquarters, 

Fort  Fisher^  February  14^  1865. 

Colonel  Granger, 

Commanding  Brigade: 

Sir:  It  is  proposed  to-night  to  move  a pontoon  train  and  a body  of 
troops  up  the  beach  to  a i)oint  about  seven  miles  in  front  of  the  right 
of  our  present  line;  then  to  unload  tlie  pontoons,  haul  them  by  hand 
nearly  a mile  across  the  marsh  to  Myrtle  Sound,  and  then  to  ferry  the 
whole  column  across  the  sound,  believed  to  be  about  200  yards  wide  at 
the  i)oint  selected  for  lerrying.  Your  brigade  has  been  selected  for  the 
advance,  i)reccding  the  pontoon  train,  and  Avhen  the  pontoon  wagons 
have  gone  as  far  as  they  c:)n  to  assist  the  engineers,  of  whom  there 
will  be  about  ten  to  each  pontoon,  in  unloading  the  pontoons,  and  then 
to  haul  them  by  a route  which  will  be  designated  to  Myrtle  Sound. 
You  will  before  starting  divide  your  command  into  thirty  parties,  of 
about  fifty  men  each,  properly  commanded,  and  when  the  unloading 
begins  will  assign  eacli  party  to  a pontoon,  with  orders  to  stay  with  it 
till  relieved.  The  officer  in  command  of  each  party  will  be  held 
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responsible  that  liis  pontoon  is  got  to  the  point  of  ferriage.  Possibly 
there  may  be  water  enough  in  some  of  the  creeks  which  intersect  the 
marsh  to  float  the  pontoons  a part  of  the  way.  In  this  case  the  party 
of  engineers  accompaDyiiig  each  pontoon  will  manage  it  while  afloat, 
the  infantry  moving  along  the  marsh  near  it  to  assist  if  necessary. 
When  all  the  pontoons  have  reached  the  point  of  ferriage  further 
orders  will  be  given.  It  is  expected  that  every  man  in  the  command 
will  get  wet.  Strict  orders  should  be  given  to  prevent  either  lights  or 
noise,  as  either  would  give  the  alarm  to  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  15^  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  liichmond  Dispatch  to-day  has  the  following: 

AFFAIRS  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA— WHEELER  liEATS  KILPATRICK  NEAR  AUGUSTA. 

We  have  for  some  days  been  in  doubt  as  to  what  force  Sherman  had  sent  in  the 
direction  of  Augusta.  This  doubt  has  at  length  been  solved.  It  seems  that  while 
his  main  army  advanced  toward  Brauchville  and  Charleston  he  sent  Kilpatrick  and 
his  cavalry  to  demonstrate  against  Augusta,  and  to  break  up  the  Charleston  and 
Augusta  Railroad.  From  official  dispatches  received  at  the  War  Department  we 
learn  that  on  last  Friday  General  Wheeler  attacked  Kilpatrick  at  Aiken,  on  the 
Charleston  and  Augusta  Railroad,  twenty  miles  northeast  of  Augusta,  and  after  a 
considerable  engagement  drove  him  five  miles  in  the  direction  of  Brauchville. 

An  official  dispatch  received  from  Columbia  yesterday  states  that  in  consequence 
of  the  enemy  having  occupied  Orangeburg  in  force  our  troops  have  abandoned 
Brauchville.  This  is  in  efi'ect  the  same  statement  made  by  us  yesterday.  Our 
troops  have  by  this  time,  no  doubt,  fallen  back  to  the  Congaree  River,  which,  with 
the  Wateree,  forms  the  Santee.  Columbia  is  situated  immediately  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Congaree,  thirty  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Wateree.  If  our 
troops  fall  back  behind  the  Congaree  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  shell  Columbia  from 
the  south  bank  of  that  stream.  We  also  learn  that  the  Congaree  and  its  tribu- 
tary, the  Saluda,  are  both  easily  fordable  above  the  city.  This  disposes  us  to 
believe  that  our  troops  will  seek  to  give  battle  before  crossing  the  Congaree. 

The  "Whig  says: 

We  learn  upon  good  authority  that  our  forces  are  falling  back  before  Sherman’s 
advancing  columns  in  the  direction  of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  will  probably  make  a 
stand  on  the  Santee. 


A NAVAL  FORCE  CAPTURED. 

We  learn  that  a naval  party,  consisting  of  12  officers  and  100  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  (Tacony)  Read,  were  recently  captured  by  the  Yankees  near 
Smithfield,  Isleof  Wight  County.  Amougthei)arty  was  AssistantEngineerTomlinson, 
of  the  James  River  fleet,  who  was  married  the  night  before  his  departure.  We  do  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  give  any  information  as  to  the  object  of  their  expedition,  and 
think  we  are  sufficiently  explicit  when  we  say  that  they  started  for  a purpose, 
failed  in  accomplishing  it,  and  are  now  no  doubt  in  a Yankee  prison  doing  any- 
thing else  than  blessing  their  luck.  A heavy  fire  occurred  at  Danville  on  Wednes- 
day last.  The  estimated  loss  exceeds  $2,000,000.  General  Braxton  Bragg  is  at  present 
in  Richmond. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  tenan  t-  Genera  1. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  21  Miles  from  Columbia^  February  15^  1865. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing : 

General:  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.*  I would  like  to  have 
Blair  try  and  stampede  the  guard  at  the  Congaree  bridge  by  a sem- 
blance of  attack,  for  which  purpose  one  division  to  therear  of  his  trains 
would  cover  them  all,  leaving  one  to  advance  on  the  bridge,  burning 
only  the  trestles,  whilst  the  other  confines  its  attention  to  twisting 
bars.  Corse  and  Woods  are  now  witliin  five  or  six  miles  of  Sandy 
Bun.  I think  you  can  put  all  the  Fifteenth  across  Sandy  Bun  to-mor- 
row, and  Blair’s  train  and  division  to  Sandy  Creek  Post-Office,  where 
the  Orangebuig  and  State  roads  meet.  One  more  march,  viz,  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  will  bring  us  easily  up  abreast  of  Columbia.  Cap- 
tain Audeuried  in  riding  ahead  to  day  captured  a rebel  lieutenant  just 
out  of  Columbia,  and,  passing  himself  off  as  a rebel,  extracted  from  him 
much  information.  The  force  now  at  Columbia  is  small  and  the  people 
are  not  expecting  us  now,  thinking  that  Augusta  or  Charleston  are  our 
objectives.  I think  Slocum  will  be  abreast  of  Columbia  to-morrow.  I 
will  keep  Avith  the  leading  division  of  this  corps. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 

P.  S. — If  you  want  more  roads  beyond  Sandy  Creek  you  can  depend 
on  any' number  to  the  left.  The  country  is  poor  pine  land  and  full  of 
farm  roads.  To-day  the  road  was  perfect  and  there  seemed  any  num- 
ber running  to  every  point  of  the  compass. 

S. 


General  ^ Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No  11.  ) Near  Congaree  Creelc,  S.  C.,  February  15^  1865. 

In  consideration  of  the  hardships  and  exposures  cheerfully  sub- 
mitted to  by  officers  of  this  command  in  general,  in  their  strict  compli- 
ance with  orders,  which  is  characteristic  of  all  faithful  and  efficient 
soldiers,  the  general  commanding  deems  it  due  them  that  Capt.  John 
W.  Cornyn,  commissary  of  subsistence.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  be  publicly  reprimanded  for  transporting  and  using  for 
his  own  private  comfort  a number  of  wall-tents  in  direct  violation  of 
orders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  1 Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  39.  ) Near  Congaree  Creek,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  a continuation  of  to-day’s  opera- 
tions. The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  com- 
manding, Avill  hold  tlie  right  and  Avork  forward  toward  (Columbia.  The 
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Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
bridge  the  Oongaree  Creek  near  his  present  position  and  close  up  on 
the  left  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  All  trains  Avill  close  up  on  their 
respective  corps  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  in  readiness.  The  pontoon 
train  will  move  forward  and  park  near  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Oongaree  Creeh^  February  15^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Oonwianding  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  I have  established  my  head- 
quarters south  of  Congaree  Creek,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road 
just  at  the  bridge.  The  corps  is  in  camp,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions 
in  line  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  and  the  Fourth  Division  in  reserve, 
one  brigade  across  the  creek.  The  trains  of  the  corps  are  in  park  about 
two  miles  back,  with  the  Third  Division  in  position  covering  the  park. 
I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAK, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  40.  S On  Congaree  CreeJc,  S.  (7.,  February  15,  1865. 

>!<  :}£  ^ 

II.  Should  the  enemy  leave  our  front  during  the  night  the  move- 
ments on  Columbia,  S.  C.,  will  be  continued  to-morrow  morning  in  the 
following  orders  Major-General  Hazen,  commanding  Second  Division, 
having  the  right,  will  move  at  8 a,  m.  along  the  State  road  to  that  point; 
the  First  Division  will  follow  the  Second  Division;  the  Fourth  Divis- 
ion will  follow  the  First  Division.  The  troops  will  move  in  light  order; 
trains  to  be  parked  in  the  fields  just  this  side  of  Congaree  Creek.  The 
ambulance  trains  and  ordnance  wagons,  with  ammunition  to  make 
100  rounds  per  man,  will  move  with  the  troops;  the  rest  of  the  trains 
will  remain  in  xiark.  The  result  of  the  demonstration  ordered  for  day- 
light to-morrow  will  be  reported  as  soon  as  anything  may  be  ascer- 
tained. The  Third  Division,  Major-General  Smith  commanding,  will 
break  camp  at  7 a.  m.,  moving  forward  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division. 
His  train  will  park  with  the  other  trains  of  the  corx)S,  except  the  ambu- 
lance train  and  a sufficient  number  of  ordnance  wagons. 

******* 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutayit-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Little  Congaree  River ^ S.  (7.,  February  15 j 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodiiull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  at  7 a.  m.  I started  out  of  camp, 
taking  the  direct  road  toward  Columbia.  Within  less  than  a mile  from 
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my  camp  I began  skirmisbing  with  the  rebels,  who  resisted  my  advance 
with  much  stubbornness.  Upon  nearing  the  Little  Congaree  the 
enemy  was  developed  in  considerable  force  with  artillery,  Avhich  they 
used  freely.  Two  of  my  brigades  were  very  soon  deployed,  the  one  to 
the  right  and  the  other  to  the  left  of  the  road,  with  orders  to  endeavor 
to  effect  a crossing  over  the  stream.  My  skirmishers  succeeded  in  get- 
ting over  a short  time  before  dark,  the  rebels  withdrawing  as  soon  as 
it  was  discovered  that  I was  obtaining  d foothold  on  their  side  of  the 
creek.  1 am  now  in  position  about  one  mile  from  the  bridge,  my  line 
intrenched,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  river  and  the  right  connecting 
with  the  Second  Division.  The  casualties  in  my  command  to-day  were : 
Killed,  5 enlisted  men ; wounded,  12;  total,  17  enlisted  men.  My  head- 
quarters are  in  rear  of  center  of  my  line. 

I am,  major,  very  resj^ectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General, 


Headqu/  rters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  15^  1865. 

Major-General  Woods, 

Commanding,  (&c.: 

General  : The  enemy  have  been  using  artillery  for  some  time  past. 
Have  you  been  able  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this  demonstration  on  his 
part!  Have  you  noticed  any  changes  on  your  front!  The  command- 
ing general  is  anxious  to  know  the  occasion  of  their  firing. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I cannot  tell  the  reason  of  this  demonstration  on  part  of  the 
euemy,  unless  it  be  solely  for  our  annoyance.  They  are  all  quiet  in 
front  of  me.  The  firing  is  on  my  right,  and  does  not  reach  my  camp. 
Xo  changes  in  my  front  as  far  as  I can  discover. 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : Inclosed  i)lease  find  report*  of  Colonel  Catterson  concerning 
the  fire  of  the  rebel  battery.  From  the  position  of  the  battery  1 
fear  it  will  annoy  us  very  much  as  soon  as  it  becomes  daylight,  being 
on  our  right  rear  and  across  the  river.  Should  the  rebels  have  much 
artillery  over  there,  I fear  it  would  render  the  right  of  our  line  unten- 
able. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

O/i  Congaree  Creels,  (7.,  February  15^  1865. 
[General  0.  II.  Woods:] 

General  : I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  push  forward  your  skirmish  line  at  daylight  to-morrow 
morning,  to  ascertain  whether  the  rebels  are  still  in  our  front,  and  if  so, 
to  develop  their  position,  and  as  far  as  possible  the  cliaracter  of  the 
force  occupying  their  works.  Please  report  the  result  of  the  demon- 
stration as  soon  as  anything  may  be  ascertained. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


(Same  to  General  Hazen.) 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Congaree  Creelc,  S.  (7.,  February  15^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I broke  camp  this  morning  at  8.30  a. 
m.,  marching  to  a i)oint  about  two  miles  north  of  the  Congaree  Creek 
near  the  Congaree  River,  where  the  division  went  into  position  in  line 
of  battle,  making  works  in  its  front,  the  right  resting  on  the  Congaree 
River.  During  the  night  the  enemy  from  across  the  river  fired  artil- 
lery into  the  camp  at  regular  intervals,  killing  1 and  wounding  2.  My 
headquarters  are  with  the  division. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Toni’s  Creelc,  8.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
7 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  but  was  unable,  owing  to  the  roads  being  occupied 
by  the  trains  of  other  divisions,  to  move  to  exceed  half  a mile  until  11 
o’clock,  when  it  moved  to  Bates’  Ferry,  on  Congaree  River,  at  which 
place,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  a demonstra- 
tion was  made  by  both  artillery  and  infantry.  About  twenty- five  or 
thirty  of  the  enemy,  apparently  a picket  guard,  were  discovered  upon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  who  fled  upon  their  being  fired  upon.  In 
compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters,  one  regiment  has  been  left 
at  the  ferry  as  picket  guard.  The  remainder  of  the  command  is 
encamped  at  this  place,  the  trains  upon  the  right  and  the  troops  upon 
the  left  of  the  main  Columbia  road.  These  headquarters  are  established 
upon  the  left  of  the  road  and  about  100  yards  south  of  Tom’s  Creek. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Congaree  Creek,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.tor:  I have  the  honor  to  detail  the  movements  of  my  command 
during  the  day,  as  follows:  I broke  camp  at  8 a.  m.  sharp,  and  moved 
in  rear  of  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps  on  the  Orangeburg  and 
Columbia  road,  making  repeated  halts,  owing  to  the  detention  of  the 
advance  division  by  the  enemy’s  skirmishers,  which  were  struck  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  morning.  At  4.30  p.  m.  I had  reached  a point  two 
miles  from  the  Congaree  Creek,  and  commenced  placing  my  command 
in  bivouac,  when  I received  orders  from  corps  headquarters  to  move  my 
command  forward  upon  the  above-named  creek,  where  I arrived  at  0 
j).  m.,  and  placed  my  command  in  position,  as  follows:  Third  Brigade 
across  the  creek  and  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road,  and  the  remain- 
ing two  brigades  on  the  right  bank  of  the  creek  on  either  side  of  the 
road,  remaining  in  this  position  during  the  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Congaree  Creek,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Tweeddale, 

Commanding  First  Missouri  Engineers  : 

Colonel:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  request 
you  to  move  your  command  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps, 
which  will  break  camp  to-morrow  morning  at  7 a.  m. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  near  Columbia,  February  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  8eve7iteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  to-morrow  morn- 
ing you  cross  Congaree  Creek  at  either  of  the  bridges  in  your  front, 
and  reconnoiter  the  second  line  of  the  enemy  with  a view  to  the 
passage  of  Congaree  River,  and  the  movement  on  Columbia.  General 
Logan  broke  their  line  at  the  crossing  of  the  Congaree  Creek,  and 
moving  forward  found  a second  line  about  a mile  in  advance  of  the 
first  and  along  the  heights  this  side  of  the  river,  and  within  full  view 
of  the  city.  Tlie  general  desires  that  you  keep  him  informed  during 
the  day  of  the  success  of  your  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAX  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  42.  ) Near  Taylor^s  Bridge^  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

The  orders  for  to-morrow  are : 

1.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will 
have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m. 

2.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  follow 
General  Smith,  being  prepared  to  move  at  8 o’clock. 

3.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock. 

4.  The  trains  will  move  in  rear  of  the  troops  in  the  same  order  as 
the  divisions.  Each  division  commander  will  leave  two  regiments 
with  his  train. 

The  Ninth  Dlinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  7 
o’clock,  and  will  receive  orders  from  Captain  Henley,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Cross-Roads,  Two  Miles  South  of  Lexington,  8.  C., 

February  15,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  corps  on  the  road  to  Columbia,  marching  through  Lexington, 
starting  to-morrow  morning  at  6 o’clock.  When  you  reach  Leaphart’s 
he  wishes  you  to  report  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

BoozeFs  House,  February  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  First  Division.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

From  the  best  information  that  can  be  obtained  Wheeler’s  cavalry 
is  now  passing  through  Lexington  toward  Columbia.  The  general 
commanding  directs  that  you  get  your  division  under  arms  immedi- 
ately and  push  on  into  Lexington,  getting  possession  of  the  Columbia 
road  and  remaining  there  to-night.  One  brigade  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  has  been  ordered  forward,  but  may  not  have  reached  the  town. 
You  will  take  command  of  this  brigade  in  addition  to  your  own  force, 
by  order  of  General  Slocum  through  General  Davis.  General  Wheeler 
has  been  driven  by  Generals  Morgan  and  Kilpatrick  in  much  confusion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Boozer’’ s House,  February  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  yon  move  yonr 
command  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow  via  the  cross-roads  at  this  point  and 
through  Lexington  by  Leaphart’s,  upon  Columbia. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Lexington,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Columbia,  as  follows: 
Third  Division  at  7 a.  m.,  First  Division  at  7.30  a.  m..  Second  Division 
at  8 a.  m.  The  troops  of  the  Third  and  First  Divisions  will  march 
unencumbered  in  the  advance.  The  Second  Division  will  cover  the 
whole  trains  of  the  corps.  General  Geary  will  also  march  on-e  brigade 
as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  the  rear  guard. 
One  battery  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  advanced  brigade 
of  the  Third  Division;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  The  wagons,  battery  wagons,  and 
forges  of  the  artillery  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the 
Michigan  Engineers,  who  will  march  with  their  troops  and  trains  im- 
mediately in  rear  of  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  starting  at  8 a.  m. 
All  foraging  to-morrow  must  be  done  along  the  road  over  which  we 
march;  no  foraging  parties  will  be  sent  from  the  column. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEB, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Lexington,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  : The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
that  you  send  at  once  a brigade  of  infantry  from  your  command  to 
occupy  and  hold  Lexington.  A battery  of  artillery  has  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you  to  accompany  the  brigade.  The  general  thinks  the 
brigade  should  be  pushed  through  the  town  and  intrenched  on  the 
opposite  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Lexington,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commandmg  Second  Division : 

General:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
me  to  inform  you  that  a division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  has  been 
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ordered  to  Lexington,  to  hold  the  town.  They  will  arrive  there  prob- 
ably within  the  next  hour.  They  will  relieve  your  brigade.  As  soon 
as  relieved  the  general  desires  that  you  will  bring  back  both  the 
infantry  and  artillery  and  have  them  join  their  respective  commands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  Savannah : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  call 
your  attention  to  a letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  bearing  date 
of  December  31,  1864,  a copy  of  which  I inclose,*  directing  that  the 
wives  and  families  of  officers  in  the  rebel  armies  now  residing  in  Savan- 
nah be  sent  from  that  city  into  the  rebel  lines.  You  will  please  have  a 
correct  and  complete  list  of  all  such  parties  forwarded  to  these  head- 
quarters on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February,  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Savannah,  February  15,  1865. 

Assistant  Adjutant -General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South : 

Your  telegram,  ordering  me  to  hold  a regiment  in  readiness  to  relieve 
the  garrison  at  Fort  Pulaski  is  received.  In  reply,  I would  respect- 
fully refer  to  my  telegram  with  regard  to  the  detachment  of  1,000 
men. 

0.  GEOVEE, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point,  February  15,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya. : 

General  : General  Sherman’s  instructions  to  me,  through  General 
Foster,  a copy  of  which  I inclose,!  make  the  capture  of  Kinston  of 
primary  imi^ortance,  and  seem  to  regard  that  of  Wilmington  as  second- 
ary, while  your  instructions,  under  which  I am  acting,  make  the  cap- 
ture of  Wilmington  the  first  object.  The  difference  will  be  immaterial 
if  I succeed  in  making  any  considerable  advance  along  the  Wilming- 
ton and  Goldsborough  Eailroad  before  General  Sherman  comes  up.  If 
not,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  may  embarrass  General  Sherman  if  he  does 
not  know  exactly  what  I am  doing  and  to  what  point  he  must  look  for 


* Sec  Vol.  XLIY,  p.  846. 
t See  Sherman  to  Foster,  January  29,  p.  163. 
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supplies.  My  object  is  simply  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter  in 
case  it  may  have  escaped  your  notice,  so  that  if  practicable  to  commu- 
nicate with  General  Sherman  he  may  be  informed.  I think  with  you 
that  Wilmington  should  be  taken  first,  for  I cannot  safely  calculate  on 
making  a junction  with  General  Sherman  at  any  point  farther  north. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Federal  Point j February  15^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point.,  Ya. : 

General  : On  the  11th,  after  lauding  one  division  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  I pushed  forward  General  Terry’s  line  east  of  Cape  Fear 
Fiver  and  found  the  enemy  in  a strongly  intrenched  position  opposite 
Fort  Anderson,  running  from  the  river  to  Masonborough  Sound.  In 
the  advance  we  lost  about  60  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  captured  54 
prisoners.  Information  obtained  by  General  Comstock  after  you  were 
here  shows  that  the  enemy’s  line  west  of  the  river  runs  from  Fort 
Anderson  to  a pond,  formed  by  damming  Orton  Creek,  and  running  back 
into  a swamp  some  eight  or  nine  miles  in  length,  so  that  Fort  Ander- 
son cannot  be  turned  without  going  around  that  swamp.  Not  deeming 
the  force  I then  had  sufficient  for  such  a move,  I directed  my  attention 
to  the  possibility  of  turning  the  enemy’s  position  by  crossing  Mason- 
borough  Sound.  General  Comstock  made  a reconnaissance  on  the 
11th,  from  which  the  move  seemed  quite  practicable.  The  plan  was  to 
land  pontoons  and  Navy  small  boats  on  the  beach  about  two  miles 
south  of  Masonborough  Inlet,  haul  them  across  the  peninsula  to  the 
sound  at  a place  where  it  is  only  about  300  yards  wide,  march 
the  troops  along  the  beach  to  the  point  of  crossing,  and  transfer 
them  to  the  mainland  before  daylight  in  the  morning.  All  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  executing  the  plan  on  the  12th,  but  in  the  after- 
noon a northeast  wind  sprung  up,  which  rendered  such  operations 
impossible.  The  wind  has  continued  to  blow  from  the  sea  since  that 
time.  Yesterday  I succeeded,  after  much  difficulty,  in  getting  the 
pontoon  wagons  ashore,  and  determined  to  make  the  attempt  to  haul 
them  along  the  beach  to  the  point  where  we  could  cross  the  sound. 
The  teams  made  such  slow  progress  that  at  midnight  I became  satis- 
fied we  could  not  reach  the  point  in  time  to  commence  the  crossing 
before  daylight,  and  hence  could  not  reasonably  expect  success.  I 
therefore  abandoned  the  enterprise.  This  ifian  was  a favorite  one  with 
General  Comstock,  and  I believe,  had  the  wind  been  favorable,  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  successful.  At  all  events  we  have  lost  noth- 
ing by  making  the  attempt.  My  second  division  commenced  to  arrive 
yesterday,  and  I can  now  commence  operations  west  of  the  river  with- 
out further  delay.  The  enemy’s  camps  indicate  some  increase  of  his 
force  since  I arrived  here,  but  I have  no  definite  information  on  the 
subject.  I have  no  information  from  General  Palmer  later  than  the 
lOtii.  He  ought  to  be  moving  about  this  time. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  A.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Ya.  : 

The  pontoon  train  I now  have  is  so  heavy  that  I fear  it  will  cause 
serious  delays  in  operations  over  the  had  roads  which  prevail  in  this 
country.  If  you  can  send  me  some  of  the  cloth  bateaux  I think  it 
will  facilitate  my  operations. 

Very  respectfullj^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron: 

I failed  to  get  my  boats  up  the  beach  and  shall  return  to  the  origi- 
nal plan.  I would  like  to  use  your  tugs  to  carry  troops  across  the 
river  to-morrow. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Colonel  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  (to-night)  how  many 
troops  can  be  carried  to  Smithville  at  one  trip  by  all  the  boats,  includ- 
ing the  navy  tugs  Nansemond,  Eolus,  Wilderness,  and  Moccasin.  The 
general  directs  that  you  have  all  the  boats  for  carrying  troops  to 
Smithville  ready  at  the  Federal  Point  wharf  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chief  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Major:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I can  transport  2,500  troops  at  one  trip  to 
Smithville.  I hope  to  be  able  to  ship  all  the  land  transportation  dur- 
ing the  night.  I shall  also  transport  the  One  hundred  and  eleventh 
Ohio  Regiment  to-night.  The  brigade  that  has  arrived  at  Smithville  is 
Colonel  Moore’s  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 
Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Pointy  N.  (7.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  your 
command  to  Smithville  to-morrow.  Have  your  advance  at  the  Federal 
Point  wharf  at  8 a.  m.  The  commanding  general  will  inform  you 
to-night  how  many  men  the  boats  can  carry  at  once.  Transportation 
for  the  luggage  will  be  furnished  by  the  quartermaster’s  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  111th  Eegiment  Ohio  Infantry  : 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed  with  your 
command  by  steamer  this  p.  m.  to  Smithville.  Colonel  Dodge,  chief 
quartermaster,  will  designate  the  steamer  on  which  you  will  embark. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Afajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Headquarters  Third  Division, 

y Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  ) Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

I.  The  command  will  move  to  Smithville  to-morrow  morning.  The 
Second  Brigade,  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Casement  commanding, 
will  move  at  7 a.  m.  to  the  landing  at  the  point. 

The  First  and  Third  Brigades  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move,  and 
await  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Smithville  and  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C., 

February  15,  1865. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

De2>artment  of  North  Carolina  : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  Major-General  Schofield,  I made  a reconnaissance  from  this  point 
to-day.  I took  300  infantry,  and  with  it  proceeded  up  the  road  run- 
ning to  Foi  t Anderson.  About  three  miles  from  this  point  encoun- 
tered about  forty  cavalry,  who  retired  before  us.  About  five  miles  from 
here,  at  White  Springs,  again  met  cavaliy  re-enforced  to  about  100.  I 
was  informed  by  citizens  and  negroes  that  tliese  troops  belonged  to  a 
South  Carolina  regiment  which  was  encamped  about  three  miles  above 
White  Springs.  I found  the  roads  in  good  condition  and  nearly  all  of 
the  citizens  living  at  home.  There  has  been  no  force  of  the  enemy  this 
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side  of  Eeeves’  Point,  except  scouting  parties,  since  the  fall  of  Fort 
Phsher.  I sent  about  100  men  down  the  Lockwood’s  Folly  road,  under 
command  of  Major  Jones,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York 
State  Volunteers,  who  advanced  six  aud  a half  miles,  meeting  but  four 
rebels,  and  fiuding  the  road  good.  I append  an  imperfect  sketch*  of 
the  country  so  far  as  surveyed. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  BAENEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  142d  Neiv  York  State  Vols.^  Commanding  Post. 


Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washmgto7i,  D.  (7.,  February  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  North  Carolina,  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 

General:  I have  received  your  letters  of  2d,  7th,  and  8th  instant, 
relating  to  confidential  instructions  and  inclosing  requisitions.  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  general  plans,  so  far  as  he  had  himself  elaborated  them, 
were  communicated  to  me  in  conversation  at  Savannah.  The  animals 
referred  to  will  bring  their  own  wagons  with  them  to  whatever  point 
on  the  sea  coast  he  may  touch.  He  sent  requisitions  North  for  supplies 
to  be  collected  at  Port  Eoyal,  and  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  his  use 
whenever  he,  by  communicating  with  the  navy  on  the  coast,  should 
call  for  them.  Steamers  are  at  Port  Eoyal,  to  be  used  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  his  supplies.  The  railroad  repair  corps  was  sent  by  him  to 
North  Carolina.  The  stores,  w^agons,  &c.,  which  you  ask  for  local  use 
have  been  ordered,  and  will  be  forw^arded  as  they  can  be  obtained. 
Heavy  demands  have  lately  been  made  upon  our  Eastern  depots  by  the 
sudden  movement  of  troops  from  the  West,  requiring  a new  outfit  here, 
and  we  are  short  of  ambulances  and  some  of  the  things  for  which  you 
ask.  The  steamers  of  very  light  draft  in  the  possession  of  the  depart- 
ment are  either  within  your  reach  in  North  Carolina  or  are  at  Savannah, 
with  the  exception  of  Western  river  boats,  and  are  sent  from  Maine  to 
Mobile.  General  Easton,  General  Sherman’s  chief  quartermaster, 
remained  at  Savannah  to  regulate  the  question  of  sux>plies,  and,  as 
General  Sherman’s  command  includes  the  Department  of  the  South,  he 
has  control  of  the  river  steamers  captured  at  Savannah  aud  of  the  light- 
draft  steamers  sent  to  Port  Eoyal  and  Savannah  to  aid  in  supplying 
General  Sherman’s  troojis,  as  well  as  of  those  which  have  heretofore  eon- 
stituted  the  transportation  of  the  Department  of  the  South.  So  many 
of  these  as  he  finds  necessary  he  will,  if  the  ocean  will  i^ermit,  take  to 
the  new  base.  I do  not  think  that  we  shall  be  able  to  send  you  a 
steamer  of  30-inch  draft,  but  the  chief  of  the  division  of  army  transpor- 
tation has  had  his  attention  called  to  your  request,  and  it  will  be  done, 
it  i)racticable.  The  charter  of  the  Ulysses,  if  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  terms  and  the  law,  will  be  approved.  The  law  requires  certain 
inspection.  General  Schofield  is  in  command  in  North  Carolina,  to 
co-ojierate  with  General  Sherman,  and  General  Gillmore  has  gone  to 
Hilton  Head,  Foster  being  lame  and  coming  North  to  submit  to  another 
operation. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  1 am,  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obe- 
dient servant  aiid  friend, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General,  Brevet  Major-  General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  February  16,  1865. 

Hoii.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  ^Yar: 

The  Eichmond  Whig  of  to-day  has  the  following: 

FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Express  Comjiany  for  Augusta  papers  of  the  10th,  from 
which  we  learn  that  the  Yankees  on  Thursday  morning  were  at  Windsor,  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Aiken ; it  is  not  known  in  what  force.  No  movements  were  made 
by  them  on  Thursday;  cause  of  this  not  ascertained.  The  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
Windsor  are  Kilpatrick’s  corps.  It  is  reported  that  Generals  Hampton  and  Wheeler 
engaged  the  enemy  on  the  7th  and  8th,  repulsing  them  at  all  points.  Our  loss  is 
about  seventy,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  that  of  the  enemy  much  greater. 
The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  massing  toward  the  Congaree  River.  A gentleman 
from  Columbia  states  that  Slocum’s  corps  is  moving  on  that  city  on  this  side  of  the 
Edisto.  His  main  line,  when  last  heard  from,  was  on  the  railroad.  It  is  stated  in 
Columbia  that  Kilpatrick’s  corps  is  protecting  Slocum’s  left.  It  is  ascertained  that 
Potter  is  again  moving  on  Charleston.  When  last  heard  from  he  was  at  Green  Pond. 
It  is  not  known  where  Slierman  himself  is.  Barnwell  Court-House  was  burned  on 
Monday  night.  The  roads  are  teeming  with  vehicles,  stock,  and  all  kinds  of  mov- 
able property,  fleeing  for  Georgia  and  iqiper  Carolina. 

SHERMAN’S  MOVEMENTS. 

The  Express  of  yesterday  says  that — 

Parties  who  left  Columbia  on  Friday  evening  last  represent  it  as  the  belief  in 
Columbia  that  Sherman  had  cut  loose  entirely  from  the  various  points  upon  which 
he  had  demonstated,  and  was  hastening  with  all  possible  rajiidity  toward  Kings- 
ville or  Columbia,  possibly  both.  All  movements  toward  Branchville,  Charleston, 
and  Augusta  seem  to  have  been  abandoned.  From  Blackville  and  Orangeburg  there 
is  an  excellent  country  road,  and  as  Sherman  appears  to  have  got  somewhat  tlie 
start  of  our  forces,  considerable  apprehensions  were  felt  at  Columbia  that  he  would 
reach  there  before  he  could  be  overtaken. 

The  Congaree,  a considerable  stream,  has  to  be  crossed  before  reaching  either 
Kingsville  or  Columbia,  but  Sherman  has  pontoon  trains  and  an  efficient  engineer 
corps  with  him,  and  crosses  streams  with  surprising  facility.  Extensive  prepa- 
rations were  being  made  at  Columbia  to  receive  the  great  flanker,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  he  would  at  least  be  held  in  check  until  our  forces  could  come  up. 

Sherman  is  said  to  have  a very  large  army,  and  he  may  divide,  sending  one  column 
lo  Kingsville  and  the  other  to  Columbia.  This  would  enable  him  to  destroy  the 
Columbia  and  Charlotte  and  Wilmington  and  Manchester  railroads  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  provided  he  is  not  checked.  It  is  also  stated  that  Sherman  is  but  little 
encumbered  with  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  trains.  Relying  upon  his  great 
success  in  Georgia,  he  feeds  his  men  and  horses  off  the  country  as  he  moves,  and  all 
that  they  do  not  consume  he  destroys. 

FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  AVilmington  paper  says  that  the  usually  quiet  citizens  of  Little  River  and  the 
surrounding  country  have  been  recently  disturbed  by  the  landing  of  a considerable 
force  of  Yankees  in  their  midst.  It  is  understood  that  the  object  is  to  strike  the  Man- 
chester railroad  at  a point  in  the  vicinity  of  Whiteville,  in  Columbus  County. 

The  samepaper  says : The  air  in  our  own  town  yesterday  seemed  very  much  impreg- 
nated with  some  whisperings  in  relation  to  important  movements  which  wo  decline 
publishing,  as  we  are  in  secret  session  and  officially  reticent. 

NOT  CAPTURED. 

It  affords  us  mucli  pleasure  to  be  abl(5  to  state  that  the  naval  ])arty  supposed  to  bo 
ca))tured  are  now  known  to  be  safe. 

FROM  CHARLESTON. 

The  Courier  of  the  9th  says:  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  schooners,  supposed  to  bosup- 
I)ly-ves8el8  for  Sherman’s  army,  passed  tiie  bar  Wednesday  morning  going  north. 
About  dark  last  evening  there  was  an  unusual  dis])lay  of  signals  between  the  fleet 
and  the  land  batteries.  No  change  in  the  fleet  is  reported. 
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THE  EXCHANGE  OF  PRISONERS. 

The  general  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  resumed,  and  the  understanding  is,  we 
believe,  that  it  will  be  continued  until  all  the  prison-houses  on  both  sides  are  emptied 
and  the  captives  liberated.  Humanity  may  smile  again.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
conceive  the  joy  which  this  announcement  and  the  return  of  absent  loved  ones  will 
convey  to  thousands  of  households,  and  the  prisoners  themselves,  Confederates  and 
Yankees,  will  rejoice  as  they  have  never  rejoiced  before.  We  learn  that  the  exchange 
will  go  on  at  the  rate  of  about  1,000  per  day. 

The  Examiner  says : 

We  learned  at  a late  hour  last  night  that  a dispatch  had  been  received  in  one  of 
the  offices  of  the  Government,  stating  that  the  local  force  in  Columbia  had  been 
ordered  out,  and  that  skirmishing  had  been  going  on  with  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  city.  The  dispatch  is  dated  the  14th  instant.  General  Echols  succeeds  Breck- 
inridge in  Southwestern  Virginia.  Hampton  has  been  made  lieutenant-general,  and 
now  commands  all  the  cavalry  fronting  Sherman. 

The  Dispatch  says: 

It  was  reported  yesterday  morning  that  our  troops  were  evacuating  Wilmington. 
The  report  is  not  confirmed  by  official  dispatches  received  yesterday.  General 
Baker,  in  command  of  our  forces  at  Goldsborough,  reports  to  the  War  Department 
that  he  has  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  are  concentrating  at  New  Berne,  and  that 
they  have  with  them  materials  for  repairing  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston. 
Gideon  J.  Pillow  has  been  appointed  commissary-general  of  prisoners. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  16 ^ 1865 — 5 p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point: 

I have  just  learned  from  General  Meigs  and  the  Commissary- General 
that  requisitions  for  sixty  days’  supplies  are  being  filled  and  sent  to 
Port  Royal,  and  that  similar  requisitions  have  just  been  received  from 
General  Schofield  to  be  sent  to  Beaufort,  N.  (3.  This  does  not  agree 
with  my  understanding  with  General  Sherman.  I understood  from 
him  that  shipments  to  Port  Royal  for  his  army  were  to  cease  as  soon  as 
he  should  reach  the  interior  of  South  Carolina,  and  that  the  remainder 
of  his  supplies  should  be  ready  to  meet  him  at  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  Cape 
Fear  River,  or  New  Berne,  N.  C.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  accumulate 
sufficient  supplies  at  all  these  points,  nor  will  it  be  possible  to  keep 
supplies  on  ocean  transports,  as  they  are  exceedingly  scarce.  More- 
over, supplies  can  be  sent  from  New  York  and  Fort  Monroe  to  any 
point  north  of  Georgetown  much  sooner  than  from  Port  Royal.  We 
shall  hear  of  Sherman’s  whereabouts  much  sooner  than  they  will  at 
Port  Royal,  and  can  send  him  supplies  sooner  than  we  can  send  word 
to  Port  Royal.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  to  send  such  a large 
amount  to  Port  Royal  now  will  result  in  enormous  expense  and  great 
inconvenience.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I refer  this  mat- 
ter for  your  instructions. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CiTY^  Point,  Va.,  February  16, 1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  10.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck,  5Vashington  : 

There  is  no  necessity  for  sending  supplies  to  Port  Royal  for  the  use  of 
Sherman’s  army.  There  is  scarcely  a possibility  of  Sherman’s  requir- 
ing supplies  from  Port  Royal,  and  if  he  should  we  would  hear  through 
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rebel  sources  in  time  to  send  those  on  shipboard  intended  for  George- 
town to  him.  By  having  a good  supply  on  hand  for  the  troops  in  the 
Department  of  the  South  they  could  always  supply  Sherman  for  a few 
days  until  more  could  reach  him. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  furnished  by  Halleck  to  Quartermaster-General,  Commissary- 
General,  and  Ordnance  Department.) 


Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

^¥ashington^  D.  (7.,  February  16^  1865. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff" : 

General:  On  the  30th  December  and  2d  January  last,  General 
Easton,  chief  quartermaster  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  addressed  to 
this  office  letters,  of  which  I inclose  copies*,  asking  that  sixty  days 
grain  for  35,000  animals,  sixty  days’  rations  for  70,000  men,  and  six 
light-draft  steamers,  clothing,  and  other  stores,  should  be  shipped  on 
as  light  vessels  as  possible  to  Savannah  and  Hilton  Head  for  the 
use  of  General  Sherman’s  army.  He  also  asked  for  six  light-draft 
steamers.  The  wants  of  General  Sherman  had  been  anticipated  and 
most  of  the  supplies  asked  for  had  been  ordered  and  were  on  the 
coast  or  on  the  way  to  Savannah  when  he  reached  that  city.  During 
his  halt  at  Savannah,  however,  he  consumed  the  forage  and  rations, 
and  daily  shipments  replaced  the  stores  thus  consumed.  While  in 
Savannah  about  the  middle  of  January  I saw  General  Sherman,  Gen- 
eral Easton,  his  chief  quartermaster,  and  General  Beckwith,  chief 
commissary,  and  discussed  the  mode  of  supply.  General  Sherman 
made  me  acquainted  with  his  general  plan  of  campaign,  and  appeared 
to  dwell  upon  the  possibility  of  being  strongly  opposed  at  the  Santee 
Eiver.  He  several  times  remarked  that  if  disaiipointed  in  crossing 
this  river  he  might  be  obliged  to  make  for  the  coast  near  its  mouth, 
and  said  he  wished  the  navy  to  keep  a careful  lookout  about  George- 
town. General  Easton  and  General  Beckwith,  acting  under  orders  ot 
General  Sherman,  expected  to  remain  at  Savannah  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  supplies  and  forward  them  to  whatever  point  on  the  coast 
General  Sherman  should  ultimately  order.  General  Easton  oi)  4th 
February  sends  me  a letter  with  requisitions  for  clothing  to  be  sent  to 
Savannah  for  General  Sherman’s  army,  and  for  the  large  re-enforce- 
ment which  that  army  is  to  receive  under  command  of  General  Scho- 
field. To-day  I have,  however,  requests  from  General  Schofield  to  send 
400,000  rations  of  forage  and  20,000  pairs  of  shoes  to  Beaufort  for 
General  Sherman’s  army.  The  shoes  I have  ordered  there.  They  will 
be  useful  in  North  Carolina,  even  if  not  needed  by  General  Sherman. 
Whether  to  sto^)  sending  forage  to  be  held  under  General  Easton  at 
Port  Koyal  and  Savannah,  and  to  turn  the  shipments  into  Beaufort, 
or  no,  I am  now  doubtful.  It  is  of  so  much  importance  that  there  be 
no  confusion  as  to  the  means  and  route  of  supplies  for  General  Sher- 
man that  I desire  to  have  definite  information.  General  Schofield,  I 
l)resume,  has  his  orders  under  which  he  asks  this  forage.  General 
Easton’s  action  is  in  conformity  with  all  that  I have  heard  from  him 
and  from  General  Sherman  himself  at  Savannah  up  to  the  19th  of 
January,  the  day  I left  there.  Whenever  the  rebel  iiapers  or  their 

* See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  837,  and  p.  8,  ant^ 
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inforinatiou  show  that  General  Sherman  is  approaching  any  port  on  the 
coast,  supplies  from  hTew  York  and  the  northern  depots  will  be  at  once 
turned  in  that  direction,  but  until  definite  information  reaches  us,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  proper  to  continue  accumulating  these  sup- 
plies at  Port  Eoyal,  according  to  the  requests  of  his  chief  supply  officers 
and  my  knowledge  of  his  own  expressed  wishes.  General  Sherman’s 
staff  officers  were  clear  in  their  expressions  to  me  of  a desire  to  have 
complete  control  of  the  supplies  and  means  of  moving  them,  and  for 
this  purpose  desired  that  they  should  be  collected  at  Port  Eoyal  and 
Savannah,  and  be  subject  to  their  orders.  This  seemed  to  be  also  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  object  in  some  degree  in  having  them  sent  to  that  point. 
Another  one  seemed  to  be  the  possibility  which  he  entertained  of  his 
going  to  Georgetown.  This  he  contemplated  only  as  the  result  of  a 
check  in  his  operations.  Georgetown,  Cape  Fear,  and  Beaufort  are 
all  south  of  Hatteras.  Supplies  from  Port  Boyal  for  these  ports  will 
not  be  exposed  to  detention  by  storms  off*  that  cape  when  put  in  motion. 
Since  writing  the  above  I have  your  copy  of  a dispatch  Irom  General 
Grant,  that  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  sending  General  Sherman’s 
supplies  to  Port  Eoyal,  and  will  prepare  to  ship  supplies  to  Beaufort 
unless  otherwise  advised.  Yet  I apprehend  some  derangement  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  scheme  of  supply  from  the  change. 

Eespectfully, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General. 


Special  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  near  Columbia.,  S.  (7., 

Ko.  26.  ) February  16,  1865. 

The  next  series  of  movements  will  be  on  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  and 
thence  to  Wilmington  or  Goldsborough,  according  to  events.  Great 
care  must  be  exercised  in  collecting  forage  and  food,  and  at  the  same 
time  in  covering  the  wagon  trains  from  cavalry  dashes. 

I.  General  Howard  will  cross  the  Saluda  and  Broad  Eivers  as  near 
their  mouths  as  possible,  occupy  Columbia,  destroy  the  public  build- 
ings, railroad  property,  manufacturing  and  machine  shops,  but  will 
spare  libraries  and  asylums  and  private  dwellings.  He  will  then  move 
to  Winnsborough,  destroying  en  route  utterly  that  section  of  the  rail- 
road. He  will  also  cause  all  bridges,  trestles,  water-tanks,  and  depots 
on  the  railroad  back  to  the  Wateree  to  be  burned,  switches  broken,  and 
such  other  destruction  as  he  can  find  time  to  accomplish  consistent  with 
the  proper  celerity.  For  movements  of  his  army  he  will  select  roads 
that  cross  the  Wateree  to  the  south  of  Lancaster. 

II.  Generals  Slocum  and  Kilpatrick  will  cross  the  Saluda  Eiver  near 
Mount  Zion,  and  the  Broad  Eiver  below  or  at  Alston,  and  will  cause 
the  destruction  of  the  bridge  at  Alston  and  the  railroad  back  toward 
Columbia  as  far  as  possible,  aiming  to  be  in  communication  with  Winns- 
borough by  the  time  General  Howard  reaches  that  point.  They  will 
study  to  get  roads  in  the  direction  of  Lancaster,  and  should  they  have 
any  spare  time  on  reaching  the  Great  Korthern  Eailroad  they  will  pro- 
long the  break  in  the  direction  north  of  Winnsborough. 

III.  Col.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  will  cause  the  First  Eegiment  Mich- 
igan Engineers  to  accompany  the  Eight  Wing,  and  have  it  destroy  as 
much  of  the  railroad  from  Columbia  northward  through  and  beyond 
Winnsborough  as  ])ossible,  working  in  concert  with  any  troops  he  may 
find  employed  at  that  work. 
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lY.  The  general- in- chief  will  be  with  the  left  division  of  the  Eight 
Wing,  or  right  division  of  the  Left  Wing,  or  as  near  the  center  of  the 
army  as  possible,  and  will  from  time  to  time  advise  commanding  offi- 
cers of  his  whereabouts.  He  also  expects  the  fullest  possible  reports  of 
subordinate  commanders.  In  the  absence  of  S])ecilic  orders  the  Eight 
Wing  will  be  the  “ column  of  direction,’^  and  will  aim  for  Winnsborough, 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  &c. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  February  16 y 1865. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

Dear  General  : I see  the  bridge  over  Broad  burning.  It  is  very 
important  that  you  effect  a crossing  to-night.  If  necessary,  get  over 
the  Saluda  the  bulk  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  then  take  up  enough  pon- 
toons to  finish  one  across  the  Broad.  Send  an  officer  with  the  inclosed 
note  to  General  Slocum,  who  can  send  you  ten  before  daylight.  Slo- 
cum can  cross  Broad  Elver  as  high  up  as  Alston  and  thereby  use  his 
bridges  at  one  day’s  interval. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 

Send  the  inclosed  by  an  officer  to  conduct  the  pontoons. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

l7i  the  Fieldy  February  16 y 1865. 

Major-General  Slocum  : 

General  : General  Howard  has  to  pass  Saluda  and  Broad  Eivers 
at  the  same  time,  requiring  more  bridging  than  he  has.  I send  this 
through  him  that  he  may  note  on  it  how  many  he  wants.  I suppose 
you  can  spare  ten,  as  you  will  be  able  to  remove  that  over  the  Saluda 
before  you  pass  the  Broad.  In  case  Howard  calls  for  any  pontoons  he 
will  conduct  them  to  the  point  where  he  needs  them. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- Generaly  Comma^idiny. 


Special  Orders,  I Headquarters  Department  and 

> Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  17.  ) Beanfo7dy  A (7.,  February  16,  1865. 

* * # * * * --^ 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  H.  Howard,  aide-de  camp,  staff  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  will  immediately  proceed  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  on 
public  business^  which  completed,  he  will,  should  the  opportunity  be 
afforded,  proceed  to  the  army  in  the  field  and  report  to  the  major- 
general  commanding.  If  the  way  is  not  open,  he  will  return  to  these 
headquarters.  Government  transports  will  furnish  him  the  necessary 
transportation. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

SAML.  L.  TAGGAET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  40. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
J^car  Cougar ee  Greek,  S.  G.,  February  16,  1865, 

# 


V.  The  following  will  be  the  movements  of  this  command  to-morrow: 
The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  cross  the  Broad  Eiver  and  take  up  position  beyond  the  Charlotte 
and  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  facing  eastward,  and  be  ]3repared  to 
destroy  the  road  from  the  city  fifteen  miles  southward.  The  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  following  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  take  up  position  on  the  west  side  of  the 
railroad,  facing  northward,  and  be  prepared  to  destroy  the  railroad 
from  the  city  toward  Winnsborough.  The  trains  of  department  head- 
quarters will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
Department  cattle  lierd  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Gongaree  Creek j S.  G.,  February  16,  1*865. 

Major  Burkhardt, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry : 

Major  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you  to 
move  your  command  to  this  point.  Leave  about  one-third  of  your 
mounted  men  on  this  side  of  the  river  to  picket  the  different  roads 
leading  into  our  park,  and  with  the  rest  of  your  command  cross  the  creek 
and  j)ush  oft*  to  the  left  to  make  connection  with  the  other  corps  moving 
in  that  direction. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Gongaree  Greek,  8.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  BeparOnent  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  note  from  Major- 
General  Woods  with  reference  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  for  the 
information  of  the  major-general  commanding.  As  will  be  seen,  we 
have  advanced  our  skirmish  line  and  now  occupy  the  works  of  the 
rebels  discovered  in  our  front  last  night.  The  general  has  gone  to  the 
front. 

1 am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  First  Division, 

February  16^  1865, 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : In  obedience  to  your  orders  I advanced  iny  skirmishers  at 
daylight  this  a.  ra.  There  is  no  enemy  in  my  front.  My  skirmishers 
are  in  the  deserted  rebel  works  on  the  left. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Broad  River ^ S.  (7.,  February  16^  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I want  you  to  put  one  of  your  brigades  across  the  river 
in  small  boats  as  rapidly  as  possible.  When  across  they  will  throw  up 
a bridge-head,  so  as  to  completely  protect  the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  laid, 
and  push  their  skirmishers  out  as  far  as  they  can  without  endangering 
them  too  much ; also,  have  your  pioneers  at  work  fixing  the  road  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  and  assist  in  laying  the  bridge.  Please  give 
this  your  personal  attention  and  the  laying  of  the  bridge  your  suiter- 
vision,  so  that  you  may  cross  early  in  the  morning  into  Columbia. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Broad  River ^ 8.  (7.,  February  16^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Ar7ny  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  at  daylight  this  morning  I pushed 
my  skirmishers  forward,  as  was  directed  in  your  communication  last 
night,  but  found  no  enemy  in  my  front.  Moving  during  the  morning 
ill  rear  of  the  Second  Division  T halted  for  a short  time  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  State  road,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Congaree,  when  receiving 
orders  I again  moved  out  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division.  The  road, 
however,  was  so  crowded  with  trains  I was  unable  to  reach  the  ground 
assigned  me  until  after  dark.  My  troops  are  encamped,  two  brigades 
front,  on  the  river  bluft,  just  above  the  Factory  road.  One  of  my 
brigades,  the  Third,  is  crossing  over  in  the  pontoon  boats,  intending  to 
cover  the  laying  of  the  pontoons  at  this  point.  My  headquarters  are 
near  the  right  of  my  line. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  JWoad  River ^ 8.  C.,  February  16 y 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Comynayiding  First  BivisioUy  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  General  Logan  having  received  instructions  from  Major- 
General  Howard  to  efiect  a crossing  of  the  Broad  Eiver  as  soon  as  pos- 


448  OPEKATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.j  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

sible  and  to  push  a brigade  into  Columbia  to-night  directs  me  to  request 
you  to  push  one  of  your  brigades  across  the  stream  and  throw  up  a 
bridge-head  covering  the  crossing.  Leaving  a sufficient  guard  in  this 
work,  you  will  please  push  this  brigade  into  Columbia  along  the  direct 
road,  so  that  the  city  may  be  occupied  by  daylight.  In  making  this 
movement  you  Avill  please  instruct  the  commanding  officer  of  your 
advance  brigade  to  move  cautiously  on  the  city  with  a good  advance 
guard  and  flankers  thrown  out  along  the  column.  Should  he  meet  with 
too  serious  opposition  he  will  fall  back  slowly  on  the  bridge-head  and 
there  hold  his  position.  It  will  be  understood,  however,  that  the  oppo- 
sition must  be  serious,  as  it  is  necessary  to  occupy  the  city  by  an  early 
hour  to-morrow.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  has  been  laid  you  will  please 
cross  the  rest  of  your  command  and  move  in  supxiort  of  your  advance 
brigade. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia^  tS.  C.,  February  16^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I sent  for- 
ward my  skirmish  line  at  daylight  this  morning,  and  that  they  found 
the  country  west  of  the  Congaree  and  Saluda  Eivers  evacuated  by  the 
enemy.  At  8 a.  m.  the  division  moved  opposite  Columbia,  and  soon 
after  to  the  crossing  of  the  Saluda,  near  Saluda  Factory,  where  two 
regiments  were  crossed  in  boats,  driving  away  the  enemy,  and  after- 
wards the  entire  division  crossed  and  pushed  on  to  the  Broad,  but 
failed  to  save  the  bridge.  Early  this  morning  two  men  were  wounded 
from  the  shots  of  the  enemy  across  the  Congaree  Eiver.  My  head- 
quarters are  at  the  white  house,  about  a half  mile  west  of  the  Broad 
Eiver. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-  Ge^ieral. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  43.  ] Near  Columbia^  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  their  white  pioneer  corps  to  report  at 
once  to  Captain  Kossak,  chief  engineer,  at  the  houses  that  are  near  the 
battery  that  is  playing  on  the  city. 

II.  Division  commanders  will  cause  all  animals  in  their  commands 
ridden  by  unauthorized  xiersons  to  be  seized  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Broad  Eiver.  They  will  dispose  of  the  serviceable  animals  in  their 
batteries,  escort  companies,  trains,  and  quartermaster’s  department. 
The  worthless  ones  will  be  shot. 

III.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  in  crossing  the  river,  and  will  be  jirepared  to  move  at  day- 
light, but  will  not  move  until  he  receives  orders. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at  7 o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 


Chap.  LIX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  449 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smitli,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  be 
prepared  to  move  at  8 o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 

The  trains  will  move  with  their  respective  divisions. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


{Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Zion  Churchy  S.  0., 

No.  11.  ; February  16^  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows: 

General  Carlin  will  move  at  6 a.  m.,  taking  the  main  road  from 
Columbia  up  the  Saluda  Kiver  via  the  Dutch  Church;  at  that  point 
taking  the  right-hand  road  until  nearly  opposite  Eleazar  or  Eockville 
Post-Office,  and  thence  striking  across  to  that  point. 

General  Morgan  will  move  at  6 a.  m.,  crossing  the  Saluda  River,  and 
taking  the  road  via  South  Oakville  Post-Office  and  Metis’,  and  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  Wateree  Creek,  or  Freshly ’s,  at  which  point  he  will 
receive  further  instructions. 

General  Baird,  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  will  move  at  7 a.  m.  on 
the  direct  road  to  Columbia  until  he  reaches  Draft’s  house  ; thence 
take  the  left-hand  road,  via  this  point,  and,  crossing  the  river,  will  take 
the  road  used  by  General  Morgan’s  division. 

Corps  headquarters  train,  with  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition 
train,  the  First  Michigan  Engineers,  and  the  pontoon  train,  will  move 
at  7 in  the  rear  of  General  Morgan’s  division. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Columbia^  8.  0.,  February  16^  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Zion  Church  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  8 a.  m.,  Second  Division  at  9 a.  m.,  Third  Division  at 
10  a.  m.  Each  division  will  cover  its  own  train.  General  Jackson  will 
march  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  the  advance.  General  Ward  will 
march  two  regiments  as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will 
accompany  the  rear  guard;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  advance  brigade.  The  Michigan  Engineers, 
with  their  trains,  will  follow  the  artillery,  starting  at  8 a.  m. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CIIAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

In  the  Field^  Lejcington^  8.  0.,  February  16 j 1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  I have  at  my  headquarters  a discharged  Confederate 
soldier,  who  left  Richmond  Saturday  evening  last  at  0 p.  m.  He  left 
Columbia  yesterday  evening.  He  reports  R.  E.  Lee  and  Longstreet 
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stopping  at  the  Palmetto  House.  He  thinks  that,  all  told,  militia  and 
regular  troops,  the  enemy  has  not  over  20,000  effective  men.  Only  a 
portion  of  S.  H.  Lee’s  corps  is  in  Columbia.  Longstreet’s  corps,  or  a 
portion  of  it,  was  expected,  but  Grant’s  attack  on  Burgess’  and  Arm- 
strong’s Mills,  near  Petersburg,  delayed  the  departure.  A large  portion 
of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  is  now  in  and  around  Columbia;  the  remaining 
portion  was  in  my  rear  at  noon  to-day,  but  is  at  this  present  moment 
crossing  the  river  about  fifteen  miles  above  this  point.  Major-General 
Hampton  is  in  Columbia,  with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  Butler’s  and 
Young’s,  but  not  mounted.  Their  horses  are  now  up  in  Fairfield  Dis- 
trict; have  been  sent  for,  and  are  not  expected  before  Sunday.  Seven- 
teen hundred  Federal  officers  were  yesterday  at  noon  still  in  Columbia, 
confined  near  the  asylum.  Kearly  20,000  of  our  prisoners  he  reports 
now  in  a large  stockade  on  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  Eailroad  ten 
miles  from  Columbia.  I don’t  fear  Wheeler  and  Hampton  combined, 
even  without  supports.  Wheeler’s  men  have  thrown  away  and  I have 
destroyed  upward  of  1,500  stand  of  arms  in  the  various  stampedes 
my  people  have  given  different  portions  of  his  command  since  leaving 
Sister’s  Ferry.  In  the  fight  near  Aiken,  in  which  one  of  my  regiments 
(the  Mnety-second  Illinois),  one  company  of  the  Mnth  Michigan,  and 
small  detachments  from  the  Hinth  and  Tenth  Ohio,  and  my  staff  and 
escort,  were  alone  engaged  against  Humes’  and  Allen’s  divisions,  com- 
manded by  Wheeler  in  person,  I lost  but  25  men  killed  and  wounded 
and  less  than  20  taken  prisoners.  It  was  not  a general  fight,  but 
simply  a reconnaissance.  This  party  fell  slowly  back  from  Aiken 
before  these  two  divisions,  and  at  11  a.  m.  Wheeler,  with  one  brigade, 
feigned  upon  my  left  flank  and  charged  me,  mounted,  with  his  entire 
command.  I occupied  a strong  position,  had  no  flanks,  and  he  Avas 
most  handsomely  repulsed.  His  loss  before  he  reached  my  barricades, 
in  Allen’s  division  alone,  according  to  his  official  report,  was  31  killed 
and  upward  of  160  wounded.  I took  upward  of  60  prisoners,  and  have 
in  my  possession  5 battle-flags  as  proof  of  our  superiority  over  his 
cavalry.  I am  now  guarding  the  country  from  Wise’s  Ferry  across  to 
and  beyond  the  Two  Notch  road,  and  I am  scouting  the  country  farther 
south.  I can  hear  of  no  force  of  the  enemy  in  our  rear.  If  I could  be 
thrown  across  the  Saluda  I could  capture  a large  number  of  horses,  and 
should  be  only  too  happy  to  be  thrown  even  across  Broad  Eiver,  when 
it  will  take  more  than  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  assisted  by  Hampton,  to  keep 
me  off  of  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  Eailroad.  I write  you  this  in 
detail  and  fully,  that  you  may  have  the  facts  in  the  case.  Wheeler 
has,  as  usual,  reported  a victory  over  my  people,  whose  backs  lie  never 
yet  has  seen,  and  from  all  that  I can  learn  a portion  of  our  army  seems 
only  too  willing  to  believe  such  reports.  Unfortunately  for  me,  Wheeler 
did  not  this  time  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  and  rout,  as  at  Waynes- 
borough,  one  of  our  infantry  corps. 

I am  ready,  general,  for  any  orders  you  may  have  to  send  me. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade  Cavalry, 

Bober ts^  House.,  8.  0.,  February  16 ^ 1865. 

Maj.  L.  G.  Estes, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  Colonel  Jones  reports  that  the  banks  of  the  Saluda  at 
Wise’s  Ferry,  on  this  side,  are  low  and  swampy,  and  that  a muddy 
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creek  has  to  be  passed  before  reaching  it,  which  would  require  a bridge. 
He  thinks  it  a bad  place  to  attempt  a crossing.  The  enemy  have  a 
picket  on  the  opposite  bank,  on  the  bluff  which  overlooks  the  ferry  and 
which  commands  the  low  lands  on  this  side.  He  also  reports  a ferry 
about  one  mile  and  a half  below,  at  Swygert’s  Mill,  where  the  road  is 
good  to  the  water,  with  the  bluff*  on  this  side  commanding  the  low 
lands  on  the  opposite.  The  enemy  also  have  a picket  at  this  point,  but 
the  colonel- says  they  can  be  easily  dislodged.  The  river  is  about  400 
feet  wide,  and  may  be  500.  Forage  is  plenty.  The  colonel  has  cap- 
tured thirty  horses  and  mules  and  the  men  are  constantly  bringing 
them  in.  There  is  a ford  on  the  Saluda  at  Dreher’s  Mills,  about  four 
miles  from  this  point,  but  whether  it  could  be  now  forded  is  doubted  by 
the  people  here.  I have  just  been  informed  of  it,  and  will  send  a scout 
to  that  [ijoint]  to  determine  the  matter.  I have  left  Colonel  Jones 
encamped  near  the  ferry,  which  I suppose  is  correct.  If  not,  let  me 
hear  from  you.  Captain  MacKnight,  of  my  staff,  accompanied  Colonel 
Jones,  and  fully  corroborates  his  statements.  Captain  MacKnight 
thinks  the  Saluda  250  yards  wide., 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  JORDAN, 
Colonely  Commanding  Brigade. 

[First  iuclorsement.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

February  15  [16],  1865—3.30  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  Major-General  Davis. 
Only  about  1,500  of  Wheeler’s  people  found  through  Lexington;  the 
remaining  portion  of  his  command  is  now  crossing  ten  miles  above  this 
point.  If  500  feet  of  pontoon  bridging  can  be  spared  me  I can  cross  at 
the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Jones,  scatter  and  break  Wheeler  up. 
The  entire  country  in  our  rear  is  now  free  of  the  enemy,  and  I can 
leave  this  point,  so  far  as  the  enemy  is  concerned.  I need  horses  and 
can  capture  them  on  the  opposite  side.  The  country  is  rich.  My 
orderly  will  bring  reply. 

Very  respectfully. 


J.  KILPATRICK, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


[Second  indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Zion  Chur  eh  J February  16,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com- 
manding.Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia. 


JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Cormnanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Webster, 

JSavamiah  : 

I am  this  moment  in  receii)t  of  your  dispatch  of  the  14th  in  reference 
to  General  Grover’s  command.  His  force  is  ami)ly  sufficient  to  garri- 
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son  Savannah  City  and  Fort  Pulaski,  and  I want  the  garrison  of  that 
fort  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  with  certainty  the  orders  from  General 
Sherman.  A part  of  the  regiment  is  already  with  General  Hatch*  250 
men  will  be  enough  for  Pulaski. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  8.  (7.,  February  16\  1865. 
Commanding  General  Confederate  Forces, 

Department  of  South  Carolina,  &c.. 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  author- 
ized by  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  commanding  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  to  exchange  all  the  Confederate  officers  and  men  now 
held  as  prisoners  of  war  within  the  limits  of  my  command.  These 
number  at  present  about  500,  and  are  mostly  officers.  I propose  to 
exchange  them  rank  for  rank,  and  where  officers  of  equal  rank  cannot  be 
obtained,  to  be  governed  by  the  cartel  agreed  upon  in  1862  regulating 
equivalents.  Should  this  proposition  be  favorably  entertained  by  you, 
I request  you  to  appoint  an  officer  to  meet  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
ford, of  my  staff*,  and  arrange  the  necessary  details.  Lieutenant- Col- 
onel Woodford  is  authorized  by  me  to  act  in  my  behalf  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  proposed  exchange. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,- 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  (7.,  February  16,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

8avannah,  Ga. : 

You  will  at  once  send  a force  to  relieve  the  present  garrison  at  Fort 
Pulaski.  The  relief  must  be  between  200  and  300  strong,  commanded 
by  a good  officer.  Order  the  regiment  now  at  Fort  Pulaski  to  proceed 
to  Combahee  Ferry,  with  three  days^  cooked  rations  and  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  and  report  to  General  Hatch.  The  regiment  must  not 
leave  any  effective  officers  or  men  behind. 

Q.  A GILLMOEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Eobinson, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jaclcsonmlle,  Fla.  : 
Lieutenant:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  to  Major-General  Fos- 
ter, informing  him  of  the  capture  of  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wilcoxson,  and  also  of  the  serious  illness  of  General  Scammon, 
was  duly  received.  I am  directed  by  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  com- 
manding the  department,  to  extend  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  informa- 
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tion,  and  to  state  that  you  acted  properly  in  sending  the  information 
in  the  manner  you  did.  Colonel  Tilghman  has  been  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Jacksonville  from  Saint  Augustine  to  report  to  district 
headquarters  for  duty.  He  is  to  assume  command  of  the  district 
should  General  Scammon  still  continue  to  be  unlit  for  duty.  Major- 
General  Gillmore  directs  that  you  send  to  these  headquarters  by  return 
steamer  copies  of  the  orders  issued  ordering  the  expedition  under 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Wilcoxson  to  go  after  cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  tS.  (7.,  Fehruary  16 y 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Sc Ammon, 

Commanding  Histriet  of  Floriday  Department  of  the  South : 

General:  I am  directed  by  Major-General  Gillmore,  commanding 
department,  to  state  that  he  regrets  that  another  disaster  should  have 
happened  to  our  troops  in  Florida  after  so  many  cautions  to  the  con- 
trary. The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  call  your  atten- 
tion particularly  to  a letter  from  these  headquarters,  dated  January  29, 
1865,  which  distinctly  says  that  hereafter  no  party  shall  be  sent  out 
less  than  1,000  strong,  except  when  scouts  are  sent  to  ascertain  the 
position  of  the  enemy.  The  report  received  from  your  headquarters 
states  that  the  party  captured  lately,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wil- 
coxson in  command,  numbered  only  forty-eight  men,  with  ten  wagons, 
and  that  the  entire  party  was  captured.  This,  besides  being  a violation 
of  instructions,  certainly  shows  that  either  parties  are  sent  out  in 
your  district  without  a sufficient  knowledge  of  the  strength  of  the 
enemy,  or  that,  knowing  their  strength,  the  parties  are  invariably  too 
small.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  a full  report  of  this 
disaster  be  made  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  accompanied  by  copies  of 
the  orders  under  which  the  expedition  went  out,  the  object,  and  at  whose 
instigation  they  were  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  S.  (7.,  Fehruary  16,  1865. 

Col.  B.  C.  Tiloiiman, 

Third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Saint  Augustine,  Fla. : 

Colonel:  Reports  from  Jacksonville  contain  the  information  that 
Brigadier- General  Scammon  is  so  seriously  ill  as  to  be  unfit  for  any 
duty.  Unless  you  have  reliable  information  of  his  recovery  before 
you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  proceed  by  the  earliest  conveyance  to 
Jacksonville  and  report  to  district  headquarters  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  ITorth  Carolina, 

Federal  Pointy  N.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  Comdg.  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with 
you  since  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  from  General  Sherman,  and 
now  avail  myself  of  your  dispatch  boat  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  orders,  inclosing  those  of  General  Sherman,  and  also  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  4th  instant  informing  me  of  his  progress.  My  troops  have 
been  much  delayed  in  getting  transportation  from  Washington.  Less 
than  half  of  them  have  yet  arrived.  Hence,  I have  been  able  to  do 
very  little.  I shall,  however,  move  against  Fort  Anderson  to-morrow, 
and  hope  to  get  Wilmington  in  a few  days.  If  I succeed  in  this  I will 
then  open  the  railroad  toward  Goldsborougli  as  far  and  as  rapidly  as 
practicable.  Should  I fail  to  get  Wilmington,  which  is  possible,  if  it 
be  re-enforced  from  Eichmond,  I would  then  secure  possession  of  the 
west  bank  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  and  open  communication  with  General 
Sherman  in  the  direction  of  Florence.  In  any  event,  I will  have  sup- 
plies for  General  Sherman^s  army  at  the  best  point  attainable.  Gen- 
eral Grant  came  here  with  me  and  gave  me  the  orders  under  which  I 
am  acting,  which  differ  somewhat  from  those  sent  by  General  Sherman. 
If  you  are  in  safe  communication  with  General  Sherman  please  explain 
this  to  him,  and  inform  him  what  I am  doing.  In  addition  to  my 
movement  against  Wilmington,  I have  increased  General  Palmer’s 
force  at  New  Berne  by  5,000  men,  and  ordered  him  to  take  Kinston,  or 
at  least  the  railroad  crossing  of  Keuse  Eiver.  You  have  doubtless 
received  the  War  Department  orders  creating  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  3.  ) Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

The  following  officers  are  assigned  to  duty  as  members  of  the  depart- 
mental staff.  Eeports  will  be  made  and  business  transacted  through 
them,  in  accordance  with  existing  orders  and  regulations: 

Col.  George  S.  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Col.  E.  B.  Treat, 
acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence;  Surg.  Edward  Shippen,  acting 
medical  director;  Capt.  William  J.  Twining,  aide-de-camp,  chief  engi- 
neer. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Ijdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

V Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  4.  ) Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  E.  H.  Eussell,  Signal  Corps  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters  in  compliance  witli  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  announced  as  chief  signal  officer  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

4.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


455 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Smithvillej  A^.  C.,  February  16j  1865. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I find  no  rations  are  here  yet,  and  it  may  he  late  before  they 
get  here.  In  that  case  I suppose  it  will  be  the  commanding  generaPs 
desire  that  we  supply  ourselves  before  starting  to-morrow.  Please 
inform  me  if  it  is  otherwise.  If  we  go  round  Fort  Anderson  the  road 
will  take  us  to  the  left  immediately  after  leaving  town,  and  it  will  be 
out  of  the  way  to  go  to  Peeves’  Point. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 

AFajor-  Ge7ieralj  Coymnaiiding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Federal  Fomt,  A.  (7.,  February  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Oen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Gonimanding  Third  Division,  Tiventy -third  Army  Corps: 
General  : Your  note  of  this  date  is  just  received.  Patious  are  on  the 
way  to  Smith ville,  and  the  commanding  general  desires  you  to  supply 
your  command  with  rations  before  you  start,  but  to  go  to  Fort  Ander- 
son to-morrow  as  previously  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Ad j%dant- General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  17,  1865. 
Hon  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

The  Pichmond  Examiner  of  to-day  says: 

A dispatcli  received  at  the  Treasury  Department  from  one  of  its  agents  in  Colum- 
bia reports  the  local  forces  there  under  arms,  and  that  some  skirmishing  had  taken 
place  with  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  It  is  not  stated  that  the  enemy 
was  inconsiderable  force  there,  and  something  may  he  allowed  for  exaggeration  and 
alarm.  We  have  from  a gentleman  who  left  Columbia  as  late  as  Tuesday  last,  and 
who  arrived  here  last  night,  some  interesting  news  from  the  military  situation  there. 
From  this  source  we  have  confirmation  of  a fight  on  the  11th  instant  between 
Wheeler  and  Kilpatrick,  near  Aiken.  It  appears  that  General  Wheeler,  after  enticing 
him  [from]  behind  his  intrenchments,  charged  with  his  whole  command  and  routed 
the  enemy  with  confusion,  driving  him  hack  a distance  of  about  five  miles.  Ammu- 
nition giving  out  it  was  impossible  for  our‘meu  to  push  Kilpatrick  farther,  and  the 
contest  there  ceased.  We  took  a considerable  number  of  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  a portion  of  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  which  had  taken  Orangeburg  was  said  to  he  about  12,000 
strong. 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  made  the  following  report: 

“ The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  impressed  with  the  importance  of  calling  into 
active  service  the  whole  physical  strength  of  the  Confederate  States  in  this  momen- 
tous erisis,  and  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  highest  military  authority  that  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  army  may  be  greatly  increased  by  the  enlistment  of  negroes : Therefore, 
“liesolved  hij  the  (ieneral  Assemhhf,  That  the  Confederate  States  is  authorized, 
and  the  consent  of  this  State  is  hereby  given,  to  enlist  such  number  of  able-bodied 
slaves  for  military  service  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  ujion  such  terms  and  under 
such  limitations  ns  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Confederate  Government  and 
the  owners  of  such  slaves.^' 

U.  S.  GPAXT, 

Lieutenant-  Getieral. 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

1^0. 41.  ) Columbia,  8.  0.,  February  17,  1865. 

The  following  operations  of  this  command  will  take  place  to-mor- 
row: The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, commencing  at  7 a.  m.,  will  complete  the  destruction  of  the  Southern 
Branch  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad  as  far  south  as  possible,  detail- 
ing for  that  purpose  two  divisions  of  his  corps.  The  Seventeenth  Corps, 
Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will  commence  at  7 a.  m.  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  northward  toward  Winnsborough, 
using  as  far  as  practicable  the  entire  strength  of  his  corps.  The  track 
and  ties  will  be  torn  up  and  fired,  and  the  First  Regiment  Engineers 
Michigan  Volunteers,  following,  will  twist  the  rails.  All  trains  of  the 
army  will  close  up  with  their  respective  corps,  and  as  soon  as  every- 
thing is  across  Broad  River  the  pontoon  bridge  will  be  taken  up. 
That  part  of  it  belonging  to  the  Left  Wing  will  return,  iiassing  up  the 
west  bank  of  the  Broad  River.  The  department  cattle  herd  will  cross 
Broad  River  to-night.  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  chief  of  staff, 
will  superintend  the  destruction  of  the  i)ublic  buildings,  cotton,  rail- 
road depots,  machine-shops,  and  manufacturing  establishments. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YA^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Zion  Church,  S.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General  : If  you  can  spare  the  ten  sections  of  pontoon  I would  like 
to  have  them  returned  to-night.  If  you  are  not  through  with  them 
please  let  me  know  what  time  to-morrow  you  will  be  through  with  them, 
as  the  Twentieth  Corps  crosses  here  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Alajor- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865—1.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  The  engineers  have  thus  far  been  unable  to  throw  aline 
across  the  river  owing  to  the  very  rapid  current.  The  Third  Brigade 
is  ready  at  the  river  bank,  and  will  cross  over  as  soon  as  the  line  can 
be  made  fast  to  the  other  shore.  The  officer  in  command  of  engineer 
regiment  has  tried  every  expedient  to  throw  a line  over,  but  thus  far 
without  effect.  Before  I left  camp  I made  out  and  sent  you  the  gen- 
eral’s daily  report.  It  was  then  thought  that  the  Third  Brigade  was 
crossing  in  small  boats.  The  colonel  of  the  engineer  regiment  thinks 
that  by  means  of  anchoring  in  center  of  the  stream  he  may  be  able  to 
get  the  line  over.  Just  as  soon  as  the  boats  can  pass  I will  send  you 
word. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSOK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


457 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865 — 5 a.  m. 

Maj.  Max.  Wood  hull. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major  : The  Third  Brigade  is  now  crossing  over  the  river  in  boats. 
There  are  some  200  of  our  troo^is  now  on  the  opposite  shore.  They 
are  throwing  up  works  to  protect  the  crossing.  As  soon  as  the  balance 
of  the  brigade  is  over  Colonel  Stone  will  immediately  move  on  to 
Columbia.  His  brigade  will  scarcely  be  able  to  get  started  from  the 
other  side  before  daylight. 

By  order  of  Brevet  Maior-General  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  tS.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  at  3 o’clock  this  morning  I began 
crossing  the  Third  Brigade  of  my  division  (Colonel  Stone  com- 
manding) over  the  Broad  River,  using  three  pontoon  boats  for  the 
purpose.  The  process  was  so  difficult  that  it  was  7 o’clock  before  the 
brigade  reached  the  opposite  shore.  Passing  through  the  swamps, 
with  skirmishers  well  thrown  forward,  the  brigade  soon  reached  the 
high  land,  and  at  once  took  position  on  a range  of  hills  looking  toward 
the  city.  The  opposition  was  but  slight.  The  city  soon  surrendering, 
Colonel  Stone  moved  forward  and  occupied  the  place,  the  remainder  of 
my  division  following  as  soon  as  the  pontoon  bridge  was  laid.  I moved 
beyond  the  city,  encamihng  on  the  east  side  of  the  Charlotte  and  South 
Carolina  Railroad,  facing  eastward.  The  troops  first  entering  Colum- 
bia were  met  on  the  roadside  by  citizens  of  every  grade,  who  most 
unwisely  furnished  them  with  great  quantities  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
bringing  it  out  in  buckets,  cups,  and  vessels  of  all  description.  As  a 
result  the  confusion  prevailing  throughout  the  town  was  increased  ten- 
fold, and  at  night,  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  corps  com- 
mander, the  brigade  on  duty  as  guards  in  the  town  was  relieved  by  the 
First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods,  and 
every  practicable  measure  was  promptly  adopted  to  iMevent  the  spread- 
ing of  the  confiagration  that  was  rapidly  extending  over  the  entire  town 
and  to  arrest  the  countless  villains  of  every  command  that  were  roam- 
ing over  the  streets.  As  strong  patrols  as  could  be  furnished  by  the 
brigade  were  distributed  throughout  the  town.  My  headquarters  are 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Stark,  at  the  east  end  of  Senate  street. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  t8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  The  troops  first  entering  Columbia  were  met  on  the  road- 
side by  citizens  of  every  grade,  who  most  unwisely  furnished  them  with 
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great  quantities  of  intoxicating  liquors,  bringing  it  out  in  buckets, 
cups,  and  vessels  of  every  description.  As  a result  the  confusion  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  town  was  increased  tenfold,  and  at  night,  in 
obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  corps  commander,  the  brigade  on  duty 
as  guards  in  the  town  was  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  commanded 
by  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods,  and  every  practicable  measure 
was  promptly  adopted  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  conflagration 
that  was  rapidly  extending  over  the  entire  town,  and  to  arrest  the 
countless  villains  of  every  command  that  were  roaming  over  the  streets. 
As  strong  patrols  as  could  be  furnished  by  the  brigade  were  distrib- 
uted throughout  the  town. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Colimhia,  8.  C.,  February  18j  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general.  Depart- 
ment and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general.  In  addition  to  the  brigade  under  command  of  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Woods  ordered  into  town  to  relieve  that  commanded 
by  Colonel  Stone,  one  from  the  Second  Division  was  placed  on  provost 
duty. 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(In  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general.) 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  31.  j Near  Broad  Biver^  8.  (7.,  February  17^  1865. 

Upon  the  laying  of  the  pontoons  the  balance  of  the  division  will  imme- 
diately cross  Broad  River,  closing  up  with  the  advance  brigade  that 
is  now  moving  over  by  means  of  boats.  The  order  of  march  will  be 
the  same  as  of  yesterday,  the  Third  Brigade  leading,  followed  by  the 
battery.  First,  and  Second  Brigades.  To-day  and  hereafter  during  the 
campaign,  unless  it  be  otherwise  ordered,  regimental  trains  will  invari- 
ably march  in  rear  of  their  respective  regiments,  the  brigade  headquar- 
ters teams  following  their  brigades.  The  wagons  of  extra  ammunition 
will  move  with  division  headquarters  just  after  the  battery ; the  ambu- 
lance train  following  the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brevet  Briga- 
dier-General Woods,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  8econd  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Yesterday  the  general  commanding  requested  Colonel 
Jones  to  place  a guard  over  the  factory  buildings,  as  it  was  anticipated 
that  we  should  use  the  flooring  thereof  in  constructing  the  bridge.  As 
there  is  now  no  necessity  for  the  guard  remaining  you  may  withdraw  it. 
By  order: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia^  8,  C.,  February  17^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at  3 
p.  m.  to-day  in  rear  of  the  corps  with  baggage  train,  crossing  Broad 
River  half  a mile  from  camp  on  pontoon  bridge  and  reached  Columbia 
at  G.30  p.  m.  Took  a position  one  mile  from  the  city  on  the  Charlotte 
and  South  Carolina  Railroad,  having  marched  five  miles. 

^ ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  16  [17],  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  and  crossed 
the  Broad  River  at  4 i).  m.  to-day,  and  passing  through  this  city  camped 
one  mile  below  it  My  headquarters  are  at  a small  wood-colored  build- 
ing at  about  the  center  of  my  troops. 

I am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Broad  River,  8.  G.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  command 
for  yesterday,  the  16th  instant,  as  follows:  Broke  camj)  at  7 a.  m.  and 
moved  across  Congaree  Creek;  halted  until  near  noon,  then  moved  to 
ground  occupied  in  the  morning  by  Pfirst  Division.  Remained  at  that 
point  until  2 p.  m.,  and  then  moved  to  bank  of  Congaree  River,  oppo- 
site Columbia.  At  4 p.  m.  received  orders  to  follow  Fourth  Division 
and  cross  Saluda  River  at  Saluda  Factory;  commenced  crossing  at  the 
earliest  i)ossible  moment  (11  p.  m.).  The  last  of  the  command  (except 
supply  trains)  arrived  at  camp  near  bridge  across  Broad  River  at  2 
o’clock  this  p.  m.  These  headquarters  are  established  on  the  east  side 
of  the  main  road,  opposite  the  left  of  the  division.  The  troops  were, 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  encamped  with  reference  to  their 
comfort. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  command  for 
the  day,  as  follows:  Broke  camp  on  Broad  River  at  3 o’clock  this  p.  m.. 
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crossed  Broad  Eiver  at  4 p.  m.,  and  marched  through  the  city  of  Colum- 
bia to  a position  east  of  the  city  and  railroad  and  near  the  latter.  The 
First  Brigade  is  encamped  in  line,  the  right  connecting  with  the  Fourth 
and  its  left  with  the  First  Division.  The  Second  Brigade  is  in  line  in 
rear  of  and  parallel  with  the  First  as  a reserve.  The  artillery  is  in 
rear  of  Second  Brigade.  These  headquarters  are  established  on  the 
railroad  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  on  Broad  River,  S.  (7.,  February  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  detailed  [report  of 
the]  movements  and  operations  of  my  command  during  the  16th  instant: 
Pursuant  to  orders  received  from  the  major-general  commanding,  I 
moved  from  my  position  on  Congaree  Creek  at  10.30  a.  m.,  and  diverg- 
ing from  the  main  traveled  road  crossed  the  large  open  field,  marching 
nearly  abreast  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  and  halted  on  the 
hill  near  a cluster  of  deserted  buildings.  At  12  m.  I received  orders 
from  the  general  commanding,  transmitted  through  a staff  officer,  to 
move  my  division  forward  by  the  road  and  occupy  the  position  just 
vacated  by  Major-General  Hazen,  which  I reached  and  occupied  at  1.30 
p.  m.  without  resistance  from  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  a field 
battery  which  directed  its  fire  against  my  right,  while  taking  the  posi- 
tion assigned,  and  the  wagon  trains  of  the  corps  (both  of  which  were 
in  easy  range  and  plainly  visible  to  the  enemy’s  guns) ; their  shot,  how- 
ever, were  directed  too  low  to  produce  any  evil  effects,  and  the  guns 
were  in  a very  short  time  completely  silenced  by  a few  well-directed 
and  rapid  shots  from  Captain  Callahan’s  battery  (H,  First  Missouri 
Light  Artillery),  attached  to  this  division,  besides  driving  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  from  the  river  bank  on  my  right.  At  4 p.  m.  I received 
orders  to  move  my  command  across  the  Saluda  Eiver,  which  I suc- 
ceeded in  doing,  and  bivouacked  with  my  infantry  and  artillery  mid- 
way between  Saluda  and  Broad  Eivers,  known  as  Dutch  Fork,  at  10.30 
p.  m.  My  train  did  not  all  get  in  until  6.30  a.  m.,  the  17th  instant. 
Owing  to  the  darkness  and  crowded  condition  of  the  roads  by  the  troops 
and  trains,  a portion  of  my  command  crossed  the  Saluda  Eiver  in 
advance  of  the  trains  of  the  First  Division,  which  was  evidently 
through  ignorance  on  the  part  of  brigade  commander,  supposing  that 
they  were  passing  the  trains  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  44.  i Near  Colunihia,  >8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  the  carpenters  of  the  pioneer  corps 
to  report  forthwith  with  tools  to  Captain  Klostermann,  engineer.  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps,  at  the  bridge  at  Saluda  Factory,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  pontoon  boats. 
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II.  The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Each  division  will  destroy  three  miles  of  road.  The  First  Division 
will  commence  at  the  depot  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad  at  7 a.  m. 
and  destroy  three  miles  toward  Winiisborough.  It  will  then  move  for- 
ward to  a camp  to  be  selected  six  miles  from  the  city.  The  Fourth 
Division  will  commence  three  miles  from  the  city  and  destroy  three  miles 
north.  The  Third  Division  will  move  to  a point  six  miles  north  of  the 
city  and  destroy  three  miles,  after  which  it  will  move  back  to  the  camp, 
six  miles  from  the  city.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  twist  or  bend  the 
rails,  as  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  and  do  it.  The  ties 
will  be  piled  up  with  the  rails  on  them  and  fired. 

Two  regiments  will  be  left  to  come  up  with  the  train  of  each  division 
as  guard,  and  the  trains  will  move  forward  to  the  camp  as  soon  as  they 
cross  to-morrow. 

The  Third  Division  will  move  at  7 o’clock  and  the  Fourth  Division 
at  8 a.  m. 

Headquarters  of  the  corps  will  remain  in  the  city  to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Columbia.,  8.  (7.,  February  17,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  we  will  remain  in  our  present  camp  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  : General  Sherman  has  ordered  the  bridge  relaid  and  we 
will  move  according  to  last  night’s  order,  the  First  Division  moving 
about  10  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  Third  Division  will  be  ready  to  move  about  noon. 

DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Force, 

Commayiding  Third  Division : 

General  : General  Blair  directs  that  after  crossing  the  Saluda  Kiver 
you  will  park  all  your  train  about  one  mile  and  a half  from  the 
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Saluda,  at  a point  to  be  indicated  by  Captain  Steele,  aide-de-camp, 
with  the  exception  of  fifteen  ammunition  wagons  and  ambulances, 
wliicli  will  be  taken  with  your  division  across  Broad  Eiver.  The 
artillery  will  accompany  your  column. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  HICKE^TLOOPEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia.  8.  C..  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  : 

The  colors  of  the  Thirteenth  Iowa  were  suspended  over  the  capitol 
at  11  o’clock  this  forenoon.  National  salute  is  now  being  fired  by 
Captain  Clayton,  First  Minnesota  Battery,  to  commemorate  this  event. 
Very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865. 

[Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg:] 

Colonel:  I regret  to  have  to  inform  the  general  commanding  the 
corps  that  I have  missed  the  road  he  ordered  me  to  take,  and  am  now 
on  the  Newberry  road.  I marched  up  the  road  along  Saluda  Eiver  to 
a road  leading  by  a church,  which  I was  informed  by  a negro  resident 
of  the  vicinity  was  Dutch  Church.  But  this  proved  erroneous,  and 
the  road  brought  me  into  this  road  ahead  of  General  Morgan.  I still 
thought  I was  right  till  I had  marched  several  miles,  and  then  con- 
cluded that  the  loss  of  time  would  not  justify  a return  to  the  other 
road.  I hope  no  inconvenience  will  result  from  the  mistake. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CAELIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Corps, 

Near  Metis’’  House,  February  17,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel;  Say  to  the  general  commanding  that  on  reaching  this 
point,  after  much  detention  at  the  bridge  and  much  labor  on  the  road, 
Captain  Eemington  reported  to  me  that  his  trains  could  not  get  this 
far  and  park  before  10  p.  m.  I therefore  put  the  leading  brigade  in 
camp  and  am  camping  the  trains  as  they  come  in.  My  troops  alone  or 
with  the  trains  can  march  at  any  hour  in  the  morning.  I think,  how- 
ever, we  have  gained  by  making  a little  interval  and  letting  the  trains 
close  up. 

Most  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BAIED, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding  Division. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Pakula  River ^ 8.  0.,  February  17,  1865. 

This  commaDcl  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Alston  in  the  following 
order:  Second  Division,  Third  Division,  First  Division.  If  the  wagon 
trains  of  the  corps  shall  have  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river  during  the 
night,  as  ordered.  General  Geary  will  break  camp  at  daybreak,  cross 
the  river  with  his  troops,  and  take  the  advance.  General  Ward,  with 
his  troops,  will  follow  the  Second  Division.  The  batteries  now  with 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  march  with  those  divisions  until 
after  crossing  the  river.  After  crossing  the  river  General  Ward  will 
put  his  troops  and  battery  in  iiosition  to  cover  the  taking  up  of  the 
pontoon  bridge.  The  pontoon  train,  after  the  bridge  is  taken  up,  will 
pass  the  Third  Division,  and  take  its  place  in  the  column  at  the  head 
of  the  train  of  the  Second  Division.  After  crossing  the  Saluda  E-iver, 
General  Geary  will  march  one  unencumbered  brigade  as  the  advance. 
Three  batteries  of  artillery  will  follow  the  advanced  brigade,  one  bat- 
tery marching  with  the  rear  guard,  which  will  consist  of  one  brigade  of 
the  First  Division.  Each  division  commander  will  dispose  of  his  troops 
so  as  to  cover  his  own  trains.  General  Geary  will  keep  himself  informed 
as  to  the  success  of  the  trains  in  crossing  the  river,  and  he  will  not 
leave  his  present  camp  until  the  train  has  so  far  crossed  the  river  that 
he  will  have  the  road  unobstructed  to  the  bridge. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  8.  0.,  February  17 y 1865, 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Pointy  Va. : 

General:  I send  you  by  mail  Charleston  newspapers  of  the  8th, 
0th,  10th,  and  11th,  which  give  the  latest  news  from  General  Sherman. 
They  state  that  he  crossed  the  South  Fork  of  the  Edisto  at  BinnakeFs 
Bridge  on  the  9th.  I have  possession  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah 
Bailroad  as  far  as  the  Edisto.  The  enemy  are  on  the  line  of  the  Edisto 
at  Jacksonborough  and  Willstown.  General  Hatch’s  division  captured 
6 guns  on  the  15th.  The  road  has  been  so  thoroughly  destroyed  that 
there  is  no  use  of  keeping  up  the  intrenched  camp  at  Pocotaligo  Sta- 
tion. I can  make  much  better  use  of  the  troops  elsewhere,  and  ask 
authority  to  use  my  discretion  in  the  matter.  The  place  can  at  any 
time  be  reoccupied  in  a few  hours.  I have  co  dispatches  from  Bull’s 
Bay  later  than  the  12th.  General  Potter  expected  to  land  there  on  the 
13th.  I shall  go  up  there  to-morrow. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOPE, 

Major- Genera  /,  Commanding. 


War  Department, 
Washmgton  Cityy  February  17 y 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  8outh: 

General:  The  application  of  It.  D.  Arnold,  mayor  of  Savannah,  for 
permission  for  himself  and  two  other  persons  to  proceed  to  Washington 
City  by  way  of  New  York,  has  been  forwarded  to  this  Department  by 
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Major-General  Foster,  who  states  that  he  has  given  the  three  gentle- 
men permission  to  go  to  Xew  York  to  await  the  decision  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  permission  they  desire  cannot  be  granted,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  directs  that  no  deputations  of  this  kind  be  allowed  to  go 
North  from  Savannah.  All  matters  which  need  to  be  considered  and 
decided  here  can  be  submitted  in  writing  through  tlie  proper  channels. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Armies,  Washington,  H.  C.  : 

General  : I have  had  time  enough  to  look  about  me,  and  am  now 
enabled  to  state  what  the  most  pressing  wants  of  this  department  are. 
I shall  confine  myself  in  this  letter  to  one  single  point.  The  Union 
sentiment  in  Georgia  is  in  danger  of  dying  out  for  want  of  nourish- 
ment. It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  foster  it  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
people  will  be  induced  to  give  free  expression  to  it  themselves.  With 
the  exception  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  its  environs  within  the 
picket-line,  we  hold  no  more  territory  in  that  State  than  we  did  before 
General  Sherman’s  march  through  it.  I want  a few  more  troops,  say 
4,000  or  5,000,  1,000  of  which  should  be  cavalry  or  mounted  infantry. 
1 firmly  believe  that  they  couid  be  of  more  service  here  than  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  country.  I wish  to  operate  in  Georgia  in  a manner 
l)artly  civil  and  partly  military  before  the  people  have  time  to  recover 
from  the  panic  and  the  sense  of  subjugation  which  now  exists.  During 
the  progress  of  extensive  military  operations  in  South  Carolina  and 
North  Carolina  great  things  could  be  accomplished  in  Georgia  with  a 
very  small  force  of  mounted  troops.  I respectfully  request  that  this 
matter  may  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
recommended  to  his  favorable  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

February  -22,  1865. 

Kespectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  with  the  remark 
that  General  Gillmore  has  been  ordered,  as  directed,  to  send  all  white 
troops  not  required  to  hold  the  sea  ports  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver. 

II.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  February  25,  1865. 

Please  inform  General  Gillmore  that  he  will  comply  wdth  orders  sent 
to  him  to  send  his  surplus  troops  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  We  want  to 
use  our  troops  in  putting  dowm  those  in  arms  against  us  and  not  in 
what  has  always  proven  a useless  attempt,  to  get  up  Union  sentiment 
by  a show  of  strength  and  diplomacy  where  there  is  no  resistance. 
Mounted  men  at  Savannah  may  be  necessary,  but  to  get  them  they 
must  be  mounted  in  the  country. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South^ 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  H.  C. : 

General:  I Rave  received  a special  order  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment relieving  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Littlefield  from  duty  in  this 
department,  and  directing  him  to  report  to  Major-General  Canby  for 
duty.  General  Littlefield  being  mustering  and  disbursing  officer  of 
this  department,  and  in  charge  of  the  funds  pertaining  to  that  office, 
will  not  be  able  to  complete  his  preparations  for  leaving  in  time  to 
take  the  steamer  Fulton,  which  sails  to-morrow,  but  will  be  in  readi- 
ness probably  to  go  in  the  Arago  on  her  next  trip.  I desire  to  make 
an  earnest  appeal  for  the  suspension,  temporarily  at  least,  of  the  order 
relieving  General  Littlefield,  for  the  reason  that  he  understands  and 
can  conduct  the  business  of  recruiting  and  organizing  colored  troops 
better  than  any  officer  in  this  command,  and  better,  indeed,  than  any 
one  I could  expect  to  have  sent  here  to  take  his  place.  If  Brigadier- 
General  Birney  is  ordered  here  in  compliance  with  General  Foster’s 
application,  I request  that  he  may  not  be  assigned  to  any  special  duties 
in  the  order.  I may  desire  to  put  him  in  command  of  the  District  of 
Florida,  as  General  Scammon  is  quite  ill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General^  Go^nmanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  TI.  8.  Armies,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  official  copy  of 
intercepted  signal  dispatches  of  the  enemy,  in  and  around  Charleston 
Harbor. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Co7nmanding. 


[Incloaure.] 

Intercepted  signal  dispatches  relative  to  demonstrations  on  James  Island. 

(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 


Colonel  Riiett: 


Febkuaby  10,  1865—7  p.  m. 


Have  the  steamers  returned  from  carrying  troops  to  James  Island? 

PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 


Colonel  Riiett: 


February  10,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 


Bend  Captain  Le  Gardenr  to  .Tames  Island.  Send  to  McCormick’s  Landing  at  once 
and  stop  the  steamer  for  him,  if  it  is  still  there. 


TALIAFERRO, 

__  General. 
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(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 


Colonel  Rhett: 


February  10,  1865—12  p.  m. 


Order  Young’s  dismounted  men  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Elliott,  James  Island,  at 
once.  A steamer  will  be  at  Mount  Pleasant  for  them. 


PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 


February  11,  1865—7  a.  m. 

Land  Le  Gardeur’s  battery  as  soon  as  possible. 

PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 


Colonel  R., 

Corner  Vanderhorst  and  Thomas  Streets: 


February  11, 1865—4.15  p.  m. 
General  Pemberton  will  be  at  Fort  Sumter  at  dark  this  p.  m. 

PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


(City  to  Ram,  Charleston.) 

February  11,  1865—10.15  p.  m. 

Fleet  Officer  Tucker: 

Enemy  attacked  Simkins  to-night.  Barges  reported  between  Morris  Island  and 
Fort  Johnson.  Please  send  out  your  iron-clads  and  drive  them  off. 

HARDEE, 

General. 


Dispatches  relative  to  expedition  to  BulVs  Bay. 


(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 


February  12,  1865—1  p.  m. 


Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Thirteen  steamers  arrived  in  Bull’s  Bay  at  8 o’clock  this  a.  m. 

BOYLSTON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  12,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Two  or  three  more  steamers  have  entered  Bull’s  Bay,  one  in  creek  in  front  of 
Andersonville,  and  two  in  lower  end  of  the  bay. 

BOYLSTON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 


February  12,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 


Lieutenant  Boylston, 

Acting  Assistant  Adj utan t- General: 

Order  Captain  Parker’s  battery  back  to  Andersonville  at  once. 


(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  12,  1865 — 9.25  p.  m. 

Colonel  Grtefix, 

First  Regiment  State  Troops,  Royal's  JTouse,  James  Island: 

On  way  to  join  the  regiment,  but  see  troops  returning  liere  from  there.  Must  I 
go  on  or  return  to  camp  ? Answer. 

DOZIER, 
Assistant  Surgeon. 
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(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  12,  1865 — 9.25  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Another  report  just  from  Andersonville.  Twelve  vessels  of  different  kinds  are 
quietly  anchored  in  the  hay:  two  or  three  gone  in  the  direction  of  McClellan  ville. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 


(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  13,  1865—1.25  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Boylston: 

Young’s  dismounted  men  and  400  of  Conner’s  brigade  have  been  ordered  to  McCor- 
mick’s Landing.  Colonel  Rhett  is  to  send  Parker’s  battery  to  T. 

PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 

February  13,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

All  quiet  on  this  island.  Colonel  Rhett  is  now  in  the  Christ  Church  lines. 

JONES, 

Lieutenant. 


(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  13,  1865 — 6.45  p.  m.  (Received  8.30  a.  m.) 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

No  further  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Young’s  men  and  the 
Fire  Brigade  have  not  reported.  Le  Gardeur’s  battery  is  at  the  church.  Horses 
have  been  in  harness  for  sixty  hours.  Parker’s  battery  gone  forward.  I have 
ordered  two  20-pouuder  Parrotts  from  Sullivan’s  Island  to  the  lines,  * * * is  to 

be  in  readiness  to  march.  Have  now  500  men  in  the  lines;  want  2,000. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 


(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

February  13,  [1865]— 7.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

The  last  report  received  from  Pull’s  Bay  was  forwarded,  stating  that  there  are 
twelve  vessels  of  different  kinds  in  the  bay.  The  kind  is  not  designated.  One  or 
two  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  McClellan  ville.  Will  forward  reports  as  they 
come  in. 

1.  JONES, 

Aide- de- Camp. 

Lieut.  John  Sykes, 

Calhoun  Light  Battery:  * 

Appear  here  as  a witness  in  the  case  of  Private  George  Taylor  to-morrow  at  10 
a.  m.,  at  Colonel  Rhett’s  headquarters. 

N.  0.  LOWE, 

Judge- Advocate. 

Captain  Lamar, 

Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Mount  Pleasant: 

I send  you  an  important  communication  by  boat  to-night. 

BULKLEY, 

Major. 

Major  Vardei.l, 

Quartermaster,  Mount  Pleasant : 

I send  you  an  important  communication  by  boat  to-night. 


BULKLEY, 

Major. 
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(City  to  Battery  Bee.) 

February  14,  1865 — 1.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Rhett: 

1 have  received  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  the  enemy’s  troops.  Why  has  it 
not  been  sent?  Why  has  Blake  not  reported?  It  is  important  to  keep  me 
advised,  and  must  be  done.  Send  if  necessary  special  courier  to-night  to  ascer- 
tain facts.  Use  artillery  horses  if  you  have  no  cavalry.  Will  send  engineers  in  the 
morning.  Stop  Quirk’s  company  engineer  troops  now  at  McCormick’s  Landing  to 
do  the  work  at  the  lines.  They  will  leave  for  the  city  in  the  morning,  unless  you 
stop  them  to-night.  Signal  men  will  be  sent. 

TALIAFERRO, 

General, 


R.  North: 

We  called  you  since  2 o’clock  this  a.  m.  to  send  the  above  message. 

RUSKILL, 

Sergeant. 


Sergeant  Metard: 

Proceed  at  once  to  Palmetto  Battery  and  open  communications  with  Battery  Mar- 
shall. 


HARRISON, 

Lieutenant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 

Captain  Page, 

Assistan t Adjutant- General : 

No  attack  up  to  11.20  last  p.  m,  Conner’s  men  have  arrived,  and  Ahdersonville 
reported  safe.  No  bring  heard  during  the  night.  Will  inform  you  promptly  if  any- 
thing occurs. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 

(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 


Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

All  quiet  at  Anderson ville.  Colonel  Rhett 
engineer  company  to  the  lines. 


February  14,  [1865]— 4.10  p.  m. 


wishes  to  know  if  you  have  ordered  an 

JONES, 

Lieutenant. 


Captain  Lamar, 

Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Fort  Sumter: 
Stores  will  be  down  to-night. 


(Battery  Bee  to  Sumter.) 


PRINGLE, 

Major. 


Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 


February  15,  1865—6  a.  m. 


I think  that  if  the  whole  of  Parker’s  battery  be  left  at  Anderson  ville,  one  gun  of 
Le  Gardeur’s  battery  be  sent  to  Gioham’s,  and  another  to  Buck  Hall,  with  a support 
of  100  men,  that  it  would  render  the  position  secure.  Have’not  made  the  arrange- 
ments, nor  shall  not  do  it  unless  I receive  orders  from  General  Taliaferro,  as  the  hr* 
ing  on  Stono  renders  it  possible  Le  Gardeur’s  will  be  needed  there. 


RHETT, 

Colonel. 


February  15,  1865—6  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Your  dispatch  just  received,  2.10  p.  m.  The  information  you  ask  for  has  been  sent 
you  in  repeated  dispatches.  I will  leave  Mount  Pleasant  immediately  to  see  the  gen- 
eral. I should  like  to  send  two  Parrott  guns.now  on  the  lines  to  Andersonville  and 
send  on  a section  of  Parker’s  battery  to  McClellanville. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 
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February  15,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 

Captain  King  : 

Please  send  immediately  to  the  city^  to  Major  Echols,  hy  small  boat,  all  tools  in  good 
condition  except  wheelbarrows. 

CLARKE, 

Colonel, 


(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 


February  16, 1865—1  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  Anderson ville : The  number  of  the 
fleet  remains  the  same  at  12  this  m.  as  at  11.10  last  p.  m.  Two  barges  are  quite  busy 
sounding  in  front  of  Palmetto  Point.  One  came  in  quite  near  the  shore,  but  a party  of 
six  men  fired  on  her.  She  moved  ofl*.  During  the  time  they  were  sounding  signal- 
ing was  kept  up  between  barges  and  a tug,  their  distance  about  one  mile  from  shore. 
Dispatch  from  Gioham’s,  just  receh^ed,  says  that  a barge  has  been  moving  about  mouth 
of  creek,  also  engaged  in  sounding.  One  of  the  steamers  has  just  gone  up  to  mouth 
of  creek.  Reply. 

M.  J.  KIRK, 

Cajotain. 

Dispatches  indicative  of  an  evacuation. 

(Battery  Marshall  to  Palmetto  Battery.) 

February  16,  1865—2.20  p.  m. 

Signal  Operators: 

Be  ready  to  move  at  a moments  notice.  Save  all  the  most  valuable  Government 
property.  Orders  and  messages  burnt. 

METARD, 

Sergeant. 

(Battery  Marshall  to  Palmetto  Battery.) 

February  16,  1865—2.45  p.  m. 

Signal  Operator  at  Battery  P.  : 

Keep  an  extraordinary  good  watch  on  G.  Destroy  all  papers.  Keep  none. 

METARD, 

Sergeant, 

(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 


February  16,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Seabrook, 

Ordnance  Officer : 

For  want  of  wagons  only  part  of  the  small-arms  ammunition  was  sent.  The 
remainder,  about  60,000  rounds,  is  now  on  the  wharf. 

CRESWELL, 

Lieutenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 
(Battery  Bee  to  City.) 


February  16,  1865—5  p.  m. 

Sergeant  Ruskill: 

Send  stores  by  Rice  or  Carson.  Send  signal  haversacks  for  carrying  torches,  flags, 
&c. 

METARD, 

Sergeant. 

(Battery  Bee  to  Fort  Johnson.) 


February  16,  1865—6.30  p.  m. 

Signal  Operators  on  James  Island  : 

Operators  will  receive  orders  to  retire  from  the  commanders  of  their  posts  when 
Gei^eral  Taliaferro’s  division  is  formed.  The  operators  will  report  to  mo  in  person. 
Place  Government  property  and  all  cooking  utensils  in  quartermaster’s  charge. 

HARRISON, 

Lieutenant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  IsroRTH  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron  : 

General  Cox  will  move  against  Fort  Anderson  early  in  tlie  morning„ 
Please  give  it  a good  slielling. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  7.  ) Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

**#>:?*** 

XTI.  The  Fourth  and  Fifth  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
will  be  dropped  from  the  returns  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to 
date  from  January  20,  1865. 

XIII.  General  Cox  will  advance  his  line  early  to-morrow  morning 
and  threaten  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  line.  He  will  attack  or 
not,  as  may  seem  advisable  after  reconnaissance.  If  he  do  not  attack, 
he  will  intrench  a line  confronting  that  of  the  enemy  and  running 
from  the  river  to  the  swamp.  If  possible,  the  line  should  be  strong 
enough  to  be  held  by  two  brigades. 

The  above  being  accomplished,  General  Cox  will  leave  two  brigades 
to  hold  his  line,  and  move  with  his  remaining  force  by  a cross-road  to 
the  Wilmington  and  Lockwood’s  Folly  road,  where  he  will  be  joined 
by  General  Ames’  division  of  General  Terry’s  corps,  which  is  placed 
temporarily  under  the  command  of  General  Cox. 

With  this  combined  force  General  Cox  will  move  around  the  swamp 
which  covers  the  enemy’s  right,  and  attack  him  in  rear  or  force  him  to 
abandon  his  position.  If  the  enemy  retreat.  General  Cox  will  attack 
him  in  flank  or,  if  practicable,  cut  oft’  his  retreat. 

General  Ames,  after  landing  at  Smithville,  will  supply  his  troops 
with  three  days’  rations  in  haversacks,  and  sixty  or  seventy  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  man,  and  march  to-morrow  p.  m.  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  on  the  western  Wilmington  road  to  the  point  where  he  is  to  join 
General  Cox,  where  he  will  await  the  arrival  of  General  Cox  and 
report  to  him  for  further  orders.  All  the  wagons  which  can  be  fur- 
nished by  the  quartermaster,  “ not  to  exceed  thirty-five,”  will  be  loaded 
with  commissary  stores  at  Smithville,  and  move  with  General  Ames  to 
the  point  where  he  joins  General  Cox.  There  the  haversacks  of  the 
men  will  be  filled,  and  the  emptied  wagons  sent  back  to  Smithville. 
The  loaded  ones  will  accompany  the  expedition. 

General  Cox  has  full  discretionary  x)ower  in  all  contingencies  not  now 
foreseen.  He  Avill  communicate  frequently  by  signals  and  couriers,  and 
in  the  event  of  success  will  efiect  a junction  with  the  forces  pursuing 
the  enemy  near  tlie  river  as  soon  as  practicable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Federal  Pointy  N.  (7.,  February  17,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. : 

General  : I expect  General  Cox  to  advance  against  Fort  Anderson 
this  afternoon  and  attack  or  invest  it  as  far  as  practicable,  as  may 
seem  advisable  after  a reconnaissance. 

Please  be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  any  success  that  may  be 
gained;  also  have  a division  ready  to  cross  the  river  to-night,  if  it 
becomes  necessary,  which  1 expect  it  will.  Let  the  men  have  three 
days’  rations  in  haversacks,  and  their  intrenching  tools.  I will  be  in 
communication  with  you  by  signal  from  Beeves’  Point. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  34.  j Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hawley,  TJ.  S.  Yolunteers,  is  announced  as 
chief  of  staff  at  these  headquarters,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

#*##*** 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 


A.  TEEEY, 


Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular  ) Headquarters  North  Line  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  5.  ] Federal  Point,  A.  C.,  February  17, 1865. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  with  three  days’  cooked  rations  and  at  least  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  upon  their  persons. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine: 

SOLON  A.  CAETEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Smithviile,  A.  C.,  February  17,  1865 — 7,30  a.  m. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
Eations  have  arrived  and  are  issuing.  We  shall  be  off  in  an  hour. 
The  road  to  Fort  Anderson  from  here  leaves  Beeves’  Point  three  miles 
to  the  right.  Shall  I move  more  than  one  brigade  down  to  the  Point*? 

4.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

I have  struck  the  river  some  two  miles  above  Beeves’  Point.  One 
brigade  here;  the  others  on  the  direct  road  from  Smithviile  to  Fort 
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Anderson,  about  a mile  to  my  left.  My  present  position  is  supposed 
to  be  about  two  miles  or  less  from  the  fort.  It  was  nearer  to  come 
here  than  to  the  Point,  and  I think  will  do  equally  well  for  communica- 
tion. The  signal  officer  remained  at  Smithville  to  get  off  a dispatch, 
and  has  not  yet  overtaken  me.  I await  further  orders,  whilst  I am 
trying  to  connect  my  line  from  road  to  road  continuously.  Have  skir-. 
mished  with  a battalion  of  cavalry  for  the  last  six  miles.  The  troops 
have  marched  nine. 

J.  H.  COX, 

Major- Ge7ieral,  Cominanding. 


Hdqes.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  17,  1865 — 7 p.  7n, 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geoieral : 

The  road  to  Peeves’  Point  seems  pretty  good,  and  if  forage  and 
stores  and  some  ammunition  can  be  landed  there  we  can  get  them 
easier  than  by  sending  to  Smithville.  Let  me  know  as  early  as  pos- 
sible which  place  we  must  send  to. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  18,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  Richmond  Dispatch  of  this  morning  says  Sherman  entered 
Columbia  yesterday  morning,  and  its  fall  necessitates,  it  presumes,  the 
fall  of  Charleston,  which  it  thinks  likely  is  already  being  evacuated. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Geiieral. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  18,  1865, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton  : 

The  following  is  taken  from  to  day’s  Richmond  Dispatch: 

THE  FALL  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Columbia  lias  fallen.  Sherman  marched  into  and  took  possession  of  the  city  yes 
terday  morning.  This  intelligence  was  communicated  yesterday  by  General  Beau- 
regard in  an  official  dispatch.  Columbia  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Con- 
garee  River,  just  below  the  confluence  of  the  Saluda  and  Broad  Rivers.  From 
General  Beauregard’s  dispatch  it  appears  that  on  Thursday  the  enemy  approached 
the  south  bank  of  the  Congaree  and  threw  a number  of  shells  into  the  city.  During 
the  night  they  moved  up  the  river,  and  yesterday  morning  forded  the  Saluda  and 
Broad.  While  they  were  crossing  these  rivers  our  troops,  under  General  Beauregard, 
evacuated  Columbia.  The  enemy  soon  after  took  possession. 

Through  private  sources  we  learn  that  two  days  ago,  when  it  was  decided  not  to 
attempt  the  defense  of  Columbia,  a large  quantity  of  medical  stores,  which  it  was 
thought  impossible  to  remove,  were  destroyed.  The  female  eraployds  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  had  been  previously  sent  off  to  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  a hundred  miles 
north  of  Columbia.  Wo  presume  the  Treasury  lithographic  establishment  was  also 
removed,  though  as  to  this  we  have  no  positive  information.  The  fall  of  Columbia 
necessitates,  we  presume,  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  which  we  think  likely  is 
already  in  process  of  execution.  It  is  impossible  to  say  where  Sherman  will  next 
direct  his  columns.  The  general  opinion  is  that  he  will  go  to  Charleston  and  estab- 
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lisli  a base,  but  we  confess  we  do  not  see  what  need  ho  has  of  a base.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  he  is  subsisting  on  the  country,  and  he  has  had  no  battle  to  exhaust  his 
ammunition.  Before  leaving  Savannah  he  declared  his  intention  to  march  to  Colum- 
bia, thence  to  Augusta,  and  thence  to  Charleston.  This  was  uttered  as  a boast,  aud 
to  hide  his. designs.  We  are  disposed  to  believe  that  he  will  next  strike  at  Char- 
lotte, which  is  100  miles  north  of  Columbia,  on  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  Rail- 
road, or  at  Florence,  S.  C.,  the  junction  of  the  Columbia  and  Wilmington  aud  the 
‘Charleston  and  Wilmington  Railroads,  some  ninety  miles  east  of  Columbia.  There 
was  a report  yesterday  that  Augusta  had  also  been  taken  by  the  enemy.  This  we 
do  not  believe.  We  have  reason  to  feel  assured  that  nearly  the  whole  of  Sherman’s 
army  is  together  at  Columbia,  and  that  the  report  that  Schoheld  was  advancing  on 
Augusta  was  untrue. 

From  the  Whig : 

REMOVED. 

The  Charleston  Mercury  of  Saturday  announces  a brief  suspension  of  that  paper, 
with  a view  to  its  temporary  removal  to  another  point.  This  is  rendered  necessary 
by  the  progress  of  military  events  cutting  it  off  from  the  mail  facilities  for  distribut- 
ing its  paper  to  a large  portion  of  its  subscribers,  while  the  lack  of  transportation 
renders  its  supply  of  paper  precarious. 

Semmes  has  been  made  rear-admiral,  and  will  take  command  of  the  James  River 
Squadron. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Flag-ship  Harvest  Moon, 

Rebellion  Roads,  Charleston  Harbor,  February  18,  1865. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  7 p.  m.  20th.  Received  7.20  p.  m.) 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Sir  : Charleston  was  abandoned  this  morning  by  the  rebels.  I am 
now  on  my  way  to  the  city,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Rear-Admiral. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  18,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

(Received  5 p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

With  Charleston  in  our  hands,  which  I now  believe  assured  to  us, 
Gillmore  will.be  able  to  spare  a large  part  of  his  force.  Direct  him  the 
moment  that  takes  place  to  garrison  the  seaport  harbors  he  deems 
most  important  for  us  to  hold,  with  minimum  numbers,  and  send  all 
surplus  troops  to  Cape  Fear  River.  If  he  should  receive  other  instruc- 
tions from  Sherman  he  will  be  guided  by  them.  He  should  send  none 
but  white  troops  out  of  his  department. 


U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


On  Roard  U.  S.  Steamer  Crescent, 

Off  Fo7't  Fisher,  N.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quarte7'master- General  U.  S.  Army: 

General:  I have  been  up  to  Morehead  City  and  New  Berne,  and 
am  now  on  my  return  to  Savannah.  Vessels  loaded  with  supplies  for 
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Morehead  City  should  not  draw  over  fourteen  feet  and  a half  of  water, 
if  they  can  be  had.  If  they  draw  more  than  that  it  will  involve  the 
necessity  of  their  lying  outside  the  bar  and  being  lightened  up  by 
smaller  vessels.  There  is  no  safe  anchorage  outside  the  bar,  particularly 
at  this  season  of  the  year.  We  can  use  to  advantage,  up  to  New  Berne 
and  about  Morehead  City,  some  twelve  barges;  and  I wish  you  would 
send  that  number  to  Morehead  City.  I presume  they  can  come  down 
through  canal,  and  by  that  means  avoid  going  out  to  sea.  Colonel 
Wright  informs  me  that  he  is  very  much  in  want  of  100  wagons  for 
Avork  on  the  railroad.  It  will  be  well  to  send  him  that  number.  He 
has  made  arrangements  for  oxen  for  teams.  I shall  want  at  New  Berne 
and  Morehead  City,  for  hauling  saw  logs,  wood,  etc.,  100  wagons,  with 
0-mule  teams  complete.  Please  order  that  number  to  Morehead  City 
as  soon  as  you  can. ' I am  going  on  the  supposition  that  Morehead  City 
is  to  be  the  depot,  but  the  wagons  and  teams  and  barges  will  be  useful 
to  us  at  most  any  depot  we  may  establish.  There  are  poor  facilities 
at  Morehead  City  for  a depot.  There  is  but  one  small  storehouse,  and 
the  wharf  is  very  contracted.  Colonel  Wright  will  enlarge  the  wharf 
as  soon  as  he  can  get  the  two  steam  pile-drivers  from  the  North.  The 
barges  asked  for  should  be  of  a character  to  carry  a large  freight  on  as 
little  water  as  possible. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Bvf.  Brig.  Gen.^  Chief  Quartermaster  Mil.  Miv»  of  the  Miss. 


Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City^  February  18,  1865. 

Colonel  Perry  : 

All  supplies  for  General  Sherman’s  army  from  this  date  will  be 
directed  on  Beaufort  Harbor,  with  orders  to  the  vessels  to  discharge 
their  cargoes  and  return  north  for  further  service.  I have  telegraphed 
such  orders  to  General  Van  Vliet  and  to  Colonel  Biggs,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  General  Kucker  is  advised  also.  Below  is  copy  of  dis- 
patch I have  sent  to  these  three  officers. 

Eespectfully, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 

(Copies  to  Colonels  Wise,  Brown,  and  Card.) 


General  Van  Yliet: 

All  supplies  for  General  Sherman’s  army  not  gone  to  sea  should  be 
hereafter  directed  on  Beaufort  Harbor,  with  orders  to  transports  to 
discharge  their  cargoes  with  all  speed  and  return  north,  so  as  to  be 
available  for  further  services  if  needed.  This  applies  to  both  sail  and 
steam  transports.  Vessels  now  in  harbor  should  be  notified  of  this 
change.  Ship  to  Savannah  and  Port  Koyal  only  for  local  wants. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major-General. 

(Copies  to  Colonel  Biggs  and  General  Pucker.) 
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Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington.  February  18j  1865. 


Capt.  H.  G.  Hodges, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Buffalo,  F.  Y. : 

You  will  proceed  without  delay,  via  Yew  l^ork,  consulting’  with  Gen- 
eral Van  Vliet,  to  Beaufort  Harbor  and  assume  charge  of  the  supplies 
collecting  there  for  General  Sherman’s  army,  to  carry  out  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  may  receive  from  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  or  from  General  Schofield, 
but  until  the  arrival  of  General  Easton,  to  be  specially  in  charge  of  the 
depot,  near  Beaufort,  for  General  Sherman’s  supplies.  You  will  take 
with  you  some  clerks  and  workmen  to  establish  the  depot  immediately 
on  your  arrival  at  Beaufort  Harbor. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

l7i  the  Field,  Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Whig : 

General  : The  general-in-chief  desires  you  to  direct  two  regiments, 
whose  combined  effective  strength  shall  be  500  men,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Baylor,  chief  of  ordnance  at  the  Confederate  arsenal,  to  act  under  his 
instructions  until  relieved.  With  them  you  will  send  twenty-five 
wagons  for  the  purpose  of  hauling  ammunition  to  the  river.  He  also 
wishes  you  to  prosecute  the  destruction  of  railroad  with  as  much  vigor 
as  possible  during  to-day  and  to-morrow. 

1 am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  42. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  18,  1865, 


II.  It  having  been  brought  to  tlie  attention  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral that  certain  lawless  and  evil-disposed  soldiers  of  this  command 
have  threatened  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  this  city  with  fire,  it  is 
ordered  that  all  commanding  officers  and  provost-marshals  use  the 
utmost  vigilance  by  establishing  sufficient  guards  and  patrols  to  pre- 
vent at  all  cost,  even  to  the  taking  the  life  of  any  refractory  soldier,  a 
recurrence  of  the  horrors  of  last  night.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  jBlair,  com- 
manding the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  assign  an  officer  to  com- 
mand of  that  part  of  the  city  northeast  of  Taylor  street.  To  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Woods  is  assigned  the  command  of  that  portion  of 
the  city  southwest  of  Taylor  street.  They  will  appoint  provost-mar- 
shals, who  will  be  authorized  to  call  upon  the  cori)s  commander  for 
sufficient  force  to  prevent  burning,  pillaging,  and  all  other  acts  sub- 
versive of  good  order  and  military  discipline. 

III.  Capt.  E.  N.  Carpenter,  Sixth  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
Volunteers,  is  hereby  announced  as  acting  aide-de-camp  to  the  major- 
general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
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IV.  The  work  of  to-day  will  be  continued  to-morrow.  The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  employ  two 
divisions  in  breaking  the  railroad,  and  will  continue  to  furnish  similar 
details  as  those  of  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  destruction 
of  public  property.  Care  will  be  taken  that  every  part  of  the  rolling- 
stock  is  rendered  perfectly  useless.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  continue  the  work  on  the  same 
road  and  be  careful  to  complete  the  destruction  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town.  Before  the  destruction  of  the  store  buildings  at  the  depot  the 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  department  will  supply  the 
army  with  such  stores  as  he  may  find,  such  as  salt,  wheat,  &c.  He 
will  furnish  what  salt  is  necessary  for  the  Columbia  Hospital,  and  the 
surplus  he  will  have  saved  for  the  poorer  citizens  who  have  been 
burned  out.  The  bridge  train  will  be  moved  up  during  the  day  and 
parked  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  city. 

i By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columhia^  8.  (7.,  February  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  no  change  has  occurred  in  my  line 
to-day.  The  brigade  first  on  provost  duty  in  the  city  has  been  again 
strengthened,  as  I have  just  ordered  Colonel  Catterson,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  to  send  another  regiment  to  Brevet  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Woods,  thus  giving  eight  regiments  from  my  division  on  guard 
duty  in  the  town.  I have  ordered  that  every  enlisted  man  found  on 
the  streets  after  5 o’clock  this  evening  (unless  on  duty)  without  the 
written  pass  of  his  division  commander  to  be  arrested  and  jfiaced  in 
confinement,  directing  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods  to  suffer  no 
resistance  in  the  least  to  his  guards.  I am  confident  the  scenes  of  last 
night  will  not  be  repeated. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  3 a.  m.  General  Oliver’s 
brigade  (the  Third)  was,  by  direction  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  corps,  sent  to  patrol  the  city,  arresting  all  men  found  in  the 
streets.  The  duty  was  performed  promptly,  and,  so  far  as  I could 
learn,  efficiently.  At  7 a.  m.  the  troops  of  this  division  were  disposed 
along  the  Columbia  Branch  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  and  have  effec- 
tually destroyed  to-day  six  miles  of  it.  My  headquarters  are  where 
they  were  last  report. 

I am,  respectfully, 

B.  HAZE]!7, 
Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia^  S.  (7.,  February  18,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  depart- 
ment headquarters,  the  minimum  limit  of  destruction  of  the  railroad 
south  of  the  city  will  be  fifteen  miles.  Should  this  work  not  be  accom- 
plished to-night  by  the  two  divisions  assigned  to  that  duty,  they  will 
bivouac  near  the  point  at  which  they  may  be  working  when  night  over- 
takes them,  and  commence  on  the  road  by  daylight  to-morrow.  As 
soon  as  fifteen  miles  of  road  have  been  destroyed  the  divisions  will 
return  to  camp  near  this  city.* 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assista7it  Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Col.  Theodore  Jones,  having  many  side-tracks  to  destroy,  will  not  be 
required  to  proceed  beyond  the  first  mile  to-day.  To-morrow  he  will 
finish  the  second  mile.  Also,  to-morrow  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades 
will  proceed  and  destroy  to  the  fifteen-mile  point,  and  on  the  same  day 
return  to  this  point.  Mr.  Scupham  and  Captain  Earnest  are  charged 
with  seeing  this  order  executed. 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

I have  in  charge,  at  the  citadel  where  the  South  Carolina  Military 
School  was  kept,  a large  quantity  of  infantry  and  artillery  ammunition; 
parts  of  gun  carriages;  guns,  large  and  small;  cavalry  equipments; 
tools,  and  a large  amount  of  other  property  useful  to  the  service,  which 
all  portions  of  the  army  needing  the  same  are  requested  to  call  for  and 
appropriate.  The  officer  in  charge  is  directed  to  recognize  all  requisi- 
tions, however  informal. 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  S,  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  change  has  been  made  in 
the  disposition  of  this  command  since  my  report  of  the  17th  instant, 
and  that  nothing  unusual  has  transpired  during  the  day. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Same  to  Brigadier-General  Corse,  commanding  Fourth  Division. 
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Special  ^ Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  on  Broad  River,  8.  0., 

No.  19.  ) February  18,  1865. 

I.  Brigade  commanders  will  Fold  their  men  under  arms  ready  to 
move  at  a moment’s  notice,  the  men  to  be  supplied  with  forty  rounds 
of  ammunition  full  per  man  and  two  days’  full  rations,  which  must  last 
four.  One  ambulance  will  follow  each  regiment,  no  other  wagons  to 
accompany  the  command,  except  ordnance.  The  First  Brigade  will  take 
the  advance,  the  Second  Brigade  will  hold  the  center,  and  the  Third 
Brigade  the  rear. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EYEKTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Major  Burkhardt, 

Commandmg  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry: 

Major:  Major-Generals  Hazen  and  Smith  have  been  ordered  to 
destroy  the  railroad  running  from  Columbia  to  Branchville  for  fifteen 
miles  below  the  city.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  pro- 
ceed with  your  command  to  that  point  and  thence  to  the  Wateree 
Eiver,  destroying  all  bridges,  trestles,  water- tanks,  depots,  and  other 
buildings  along  the  railroad.  On  completing  this  task  you  will  rejoin 
the  command.  In  the  execution  of  the  order  you  will  observe  the 
greatest  caution,  as  you  will  be  some  distance  from  any  infantry  sup- 
ports. When  engaged  on  the  work  of  destruction  you  will  establish 
pickets  to  guard  against  a surprise  or  sudden  dashes  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry.  You  will  not  allow  any  of  your  men  to  obtain  liquor,  and  will 
destroy  any  that  they  may  now  have  that  you  can  discover. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  45.  ) Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

The  destruction  of  the  road  will  be  continued  to-morrow. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  commence 
at  a point  nine  miles  from  tbe  city  and  destroy  three  miles. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  commence 
at  the  end  of  the  Third  Division  assignment  and  destroy  two  miles. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  com- 
mence at  the  end  of  the  First  Division  assignment  and  destroy  one  mile. 

Division  commanders  will  send  out  such  details  as  they  think  proper 
to  do  the  work,  leaving,  however,  a sufficient  force  to  protect  their 
present  camp. 

Brevet  Major-General  Smith  will  move  out  his  working  party  at  7 
o’clock. 

The  AYorking  party  of  the  First  Division  will  follow  that  of  the  Fourth 
Division. 

The  working  party  of  the  Third  Division  will  follow  that  of  the  First 
Division. 
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The  details  will  return  to  camp  as  soon  as  the- work  is  finished. 

In  the  destruction  the  rails  will  be  bent  and  twisted. 

Corps  headquarters  will  remain  in  the  city  to-morrow. 

The  brigade  from  the  First  Division  now  doing  provost  duty  will 
remain  in  the  city  to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr,, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  39.  ) In  the  Fields  8.  6\,  February  18,  1865. 

I.  This  command  will  move  forward  to-morrow  at  8 a.  m.  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  to  destroy  railroad : 

First,  Second  Brigade,  excepting  one  regiment  to  guard  camp; 
second.  First  Brigade;  third,  artillery  trains  and  ambulances  will 
remain  in  present  camp. 

The  command  will  return  to  camp  when  the  work  assigned  is  com- 
pleted. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  6.  \ In  the  Field,  February  18,  1865. 

The  attention  of  all  officers  is  called  to  Special  Field  Orders  from 
headquarters  of  the  army,  prohibiting  the  transportation  of  tents, 
except  one  for  brigade  headquarters  and  upward.  An  immediate  and 
rigid  enforcement  of  this  order  is  expected.  All  surplus  tents  and  every 
pound  of  baggage  not  authorized  by  regulations  and  existing  orders, 
will  at  once  be  burned  or  abandoned.  A portion  of  the  army  has 
recently  marched  ten  days  through  a country  yielding  but  little  forage, 
and  following  this  march  it  has  b^een  compelled  to  remain  at  one  point 
nearly  two  days.  The  result  has  been  that  portions  of  the  command 
have  been  utterly  destitute  of  forage  and  the  animals  have  suffered 
severely.  We  have  got  a long  and  arduous  march  to  make  with 
almost  an  absolute  certainty  of  being  delayed  several  days  at  one  point 
on  our  line,  and  that,  too,  in  a section  which  will  probably  yield  but 
small  supplies  for  either  man  or  animals.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  importance  of  collecting  supplies  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  of 
making  an  economical  use  of  them,  must  be  apparent  to  all.  The 
stores  now  on  hand  will  be  placed  in  as  few  wagons  as  possible,  and 
all  wagons  obtained  either  by  this  method  or  by  the  abandonment  of 
tents  and  private  baggage,  will  at  once  be  loaded  with  such  subsist- 
ence stores  and  forage  as  can  be  obtained  in  the  country.  At  least  six 
days’  forage  should,  if  possible,  be  kept  constantly  on  hand.  All  dis- 
abled and  worthless  mules  and  horses  will  at  once  be  shot.  No  person, 
white  or  black,  not  connected  with  the  army  will  be  permitted  to 
accompany  either  coluirin  at  the  slightest  risk  of  embarrassment  to  our 
future  ox)erations. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum : 

BOBT.  P.  DECHEPT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Freshly’’ s Ferry j Water ee  Creelc^  February  18 ^ 1865— Darh, 
Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Please  inform  the  general  that  I am  completely  disap- 
pointed and  thoroughly  disgusted.  The  bridge  is  not  yet  done,  and 
the  commander  of  the  pontoon  train  (Major  Downey)  has  proved  him- 
self a complete  failure.  The  boats,  as  I before  informed  yon,  have  run 
out  before  reaching  the  opposite  shore,  and  now  (the  eleventh  hour) 
this  of&cer  is  in  doubt  whether  or  not  the  remaining  distance  can  be 
trestled.  Please  ask  the  general  to  have  about  ten  boats  forwarded 
from  the  rear  as  soon  as  possible.  Nothing  further  from  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Co^nmanding. 

[IndorsemeBt.] 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  18,  1865. 

I sent  a dispatch  this  afternoon  informing  the  general  commanding 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  above  us  on  the  river.  I see  by  the 
dispatch  just  received  that  it  has  not  been  received.  Cheatham  is 
crossing  with  a force  estimated  at  13,000  men.  Kilpatrick  is  at  Alston, 
and  reports  the  enemy  crossing  above  Alston. 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Five  Miles  South  of  Freshly’s,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Davis, 

Coynmanding  Fourteeyith  Corps: 

General:  TJie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication,  and  to  say  that  he  will  send 
a division  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the  position  now  occupied  by 
General  Carlin.  He  directs  that  you  commence  destroying  the  railroad 
toward  Alston  as  soon  as  you  cross  the  river,  and  if  possible  destroy  the 
railroad  bridge  below  Alston.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  cross  the  river 
as  soon  as  your  corps  is  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Freshlifs  Mills,  S.  C., 

No.  12.  ; February  18,  1865. 

The  movements  of  the  corps  to-day  will  be  as  follows  : 

General  Baird  will  cross  the  Broad  River,  and,  moving  up  the  river 
to  a point  two  miles  this  side  of  Alston,  will  destroy  the  railroad  to 
that  point  (together  with  the  railroad  bridge  at  that  place  if  not  already 
destroyed),  and  will  encamp  to-night  at  Larkin’s  Mill,  near  Pearson’s 
Island. 
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General  Carlin,  crossing  in  rear  of  General  Baird,  will  destroy  three 
miles  of  the  railroad  this  side  of  Avhere  General  Baird  destroys  it.  He 
will  encamp  at  the  point  Avhere  the  left-hand  road  from  Thompson’s 
Post-Office  to  Monticello  intersects  with  the  road  from  Alston. 

General  Morgan  will  superintend  the  crossing  of  the  trains  of  the 
corps  in  the  rear  of  General  Carlin,  and  will  destroy  the  railroad  from 
the  pontoon  bridge  to  where  it  is  destroyed  by  General  Carlin.  He  will 
encamp  with  the  trains  to-night  at  Thompson’s  Post-Office. 

Corps  headquarters,  with  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train, 
will  move  in  rear  of  General  Carlin. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  MaJ.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis. 

. A.  C.  McCLUBG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Fields  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Ticentietli  Corps : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  General  Davis  has  effected  a crossing  over  the  Broad  Biver  at 
Preshly’s,  just  below  the  month  of  Wateree  Creek.  He  will  commence 
crossing  his  trains  to-day  about  12  m.  General  Slocum  would  like  you 
to  get  as  near  that  point  to-day  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Oalcville,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  across  Broad  River  at  the  mouth 
of  Wateree  Creek  in  the  following  order:  Third  Division,  First  Division, 
Second  Division.  The  Third  Division  will  start  at  6.30  a.  m.,  the  others 
following.  General  Ward  will  march  one  brigade  in  advance.  Gen- 
eral Geary  will  cover  the  rear  of  the  column  with  one  brigade  (or  more 
should  there  be  any  demonstration  by  the  enemy).  The  Third  and 
First  Divisions  and  all  trains  will  cross  Broad  River,  and  the  troops 
be  massed  and  trains  parked  at  least  two  miles  beyond.  The  Second 
Division  will  halt  and  form  a line,  faced  to  the  rear,  at  least  one  mile  this 
side  of  the  bridge,  and  cover  the  crossing.  As  soon  as  all  troops  and 
trains  have  crossed  General  Geary  will  follow,  and  he  will  deploy  two 
regiments  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  to  cover  the  taking  up  of  the 
bridge.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  with  the  rear  guard.  This 
battery  upon  crossing  the  river  will  be  put  in  position  with  General 
deary’s  regiments  to  cover  the  rear,  and  will  come  forward  with  them. 
The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advanced  brigade. 
The  pontoon  train  will  precede  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division,  start- 
ing at  7 a.  m. 

By  coininand  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

February  18,  1865. 

General  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to  inform 
yon  that  the  order  of  march  for  to-morrow  is  suspended,  and  that  you 
will  not  break  camp  until  further  orders;  also,  that  when  you  do  move 
it  will  be  in  the  order  of  march  already  published. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Armi"  Corps, 

February  18,  1865 — 4 jy.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commandmg,  Ac.: 

I have  met  a quartermaster  from  Smith ville,  who  says  the  train  had 
not  started  two  hours  ago.  From  this  I infer  that  Ames  could  not 
have  moved  his  column  at  noon.  I am  satisfied  the  road  my  guide 
spoke  of  is  the  best,  and  have  therefore  sent  this  guide  with  a staff 
officer  to  bring  Ames  to  the  point  where  we  turn  the  pond  by  the 
nearest  and  best  route.  If  he  is  not  far  from  Smith  ville,  they  will  bring 
him  on  the  route  I mentioned  to  you,  but  if  he  has  gone  on  toward 
Russell’s,  they  will  bring  him  by  the  best  cross-road. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Moore^s  Creek,  February  18,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  reached  the  point  where  the  road  turns  Orton  Pond.  The 
creek  makes  into  the  pond,  and  the  crossing  is  a very  difficult  one. 
We  ran  into  a cavalry  picket  a mile  before  reaching  here,  and  found  a 
considerable  cavalry  detachment  holding  the  crossing.  They  were 
inclined  to  be  obstinate,  and  made  a brisk  skirmishing  resistance,  our 
men  being  forced  to  cross  a narrow  causeway  under  their  fire.  They 
are  slowly  retiring  by  the  road  I purpose  taking,  which  shows  that  we 
could  gain  nothing  by  taking  the  longer  route.  1 have  sent  for  Ames 
to  meet  me  here  by  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route,  sending 
him  my  guide.  We  have  one  more  difficult  creek  to  cross  a short  dis- 
tance ahead.  It  is  doubtful  if  we  get  over  it  before  dark.  I have  one 
officer  and  several  men  wounded  in  the  crossing.  I shall  send  them 
back  to  Smithville  in  the  wagons  when  they  come  up.  I will  send  you 
another  dispatch  when  I start  in  the  morning.  Just  as  I write  the 
above  I learn  that  Ames  is  within  lialf  a mile  of  here.  They  came  by 
some  good  fortune  the  road  my  guide  told  the  commanding  general 
they  should  take,  i.  e.,  that  we  came  on  yesterday,  till  they  got  nearly 
five  miles  from  Smithville,  and  my  staff  officer  and  guide  met  them  just 
before  they  reached  the  proper  place  to  turn  oft*.  If  the  wagons  get 
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up  to-night  we  shall  get  an  early  start  in  the  morning.  My  dispatch 
will  tell  you  the  hour  we  start  in  the  morning,  and  the  best  estimate  I 
can  make  of  our  probable  time  of  reaching  the  foot  of  the  pond. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Oommandmg. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

February  18,  1865 — 10.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Cox: 

Your  dispatches  of  4 and  5.30  [5.45]  p.  m.  are  received.  All  right. 
In  your  morning  dispatch  please  send  me  a rough  sketch  showing  your 
position  and  the  route  you  have  to  travel  as  nearly  as  you  can.  If  you 
find  it  impracticable  to  get  through  on  account  of  the  enemy’s  force, 
and  deem  it  prudent  to  do  so,  hold  on  until  you  report  and  hear  from 
me  again  before  coming  back.  General  Terry  reports  an  apparent 
diminution  of  the  force  in  his  front  to-day.  This  indicates  a iirobable 
increase  in  that  which  will  meet  you,  yet  I think  you  will  be  able  to 
overcome  it  if  you  have  room  to  operate  in. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


February  18, 1805. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

A deserter  just  arrived  informs  me  that  last  night  a Wilmington 
paper  contained  news  that  Sherman  was  within  three  miles  of  Colum- 
bia, and  that  he  was  told  last  night  he  had  taken  the  citv. 

TERKY, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  35.  ( Fort  Fisher,  Y.  G.,  February  18,  1865. 

***###* 

VII.  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  is  relieved  from  duty 
with  this  command,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  headquarters 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  and  will  proceed  to  City  Point,  Va.,  with- 
out delay,  reporting  to  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment  upon  arrival 
at  that  point.  The  quartermaster  is  to  furnish  transportation. 

P>y  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  1).  C. : 
General:  Tlie  city  of  Charleston  and  its  defenses  came  into  our 
possession  this  morning,  with  over  200  pieces  of  good  artillery  and  a 
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supply  of  fine  ammunitiou.  The  enemy  commenced  evacuating  all  the 
works  last  night,  and  Mayor  Macbeth  surrendered  the  city  to  the  troops 
of  General  Schimmelfennig  at  9 o’clock  this  morning,  at  which  time  it 
was  occupied  by  our  forces.  Our  advance  on  the  Edisto  and  from 
Bull’s  Bay  hastened  the  retreat.  The  cotton  warehouses,  arsenal, 
quartermasters’  stores,  railroad  bridges,  and  two  iron-clads  were  burned 
by  the  enemy.  Some  vessels  in  the  ship-yard  were  also  burned.  Nearly 
all  the  inhabitants  remaining  in  the  city  belong  to  the  poorer  classes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General^  Co^nmandimj. 


Hdqrs.  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South, 

Comhaliee^  S.  (7.,  February  18 j 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Co7nmanding  Depart^nent  of  the  South: 

General  : The  enemy  last  night  burned  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Edisto.  Are  apparently  not  in  force  on  its  bank.  A contraband  from 
vicinity  of  Charleston  reports  the  enemy  evacuating.  He  reports 
Sumter  and  Moultrie  as  already  abandoned.  I will  do  my  best  to  cross 
the  Edisto  to  morrow.  Will  be  obliged  to  transport  boats,  unless  a 
gun-boat  can  be  got  to  go  up  the  Edisto  and  cross  us. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  A.  ) Charles t07i,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

I.  The  city  of  Charleston  and  its  dependencies  will  form  part  of  the 
Northern  District  of  this  department,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Schimmelfennig,  who  will  take  all  necessary  measures  for  its 
safety  and  security.  The  headquarters  will,  until  further  orders,  be 
located  in  the  city. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  with  the  troops  and  transports  operating 
from  Bull’s  Bay,  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General. 


War  Department, 
Washmgton  City,  Februa^'y  19,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  ; 

I congratulate  you  on  the  news  from  South  Carolina.  I have  directed 
your  order  in  respect  to  deserters  to  be  printed  in  large  handbills  and 
posted  in  everv  camp  and  distributed  on  the  boats. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  February  19,  1865 — 5.15  p.  m. 

(lieceivecl  6 j).  m.) 


Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

If  there  are  any  canvas  pontoons  in  Washington  or  New  York  iilease 
send  General  Schofield  enough  for  about  800  feet  of  bridging.  The 
pontoons  he  has  are  too  heavy  for  the  roads  at  this  season. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 


Lieutenant-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Doctor  Goodwyn, 

Mayor  of  Columbia^  8.  C. : 

Dear  Sir:  I have  directed  the  salt  and  the  other  provisions  at  the 
depot  to  be  hauled  to  the  new  capitol  and  to  be  put  under  your  charge. 
I will  also  send  you  some  cattle  to  morrow  at  6.30  o’clock  and  will  leave 
them  in  the  campus  of  the  college  hospital,  where  you  must  have  them 
guarded.  You  will  do  well  to  advise  the  destitute  citizens  to  leave 
Columbia  for  the  country  as  far  as  possible.  You  had  better  organize 
foraging  parties,  under  the  direction  of  reliable  citizens,  that  will  go 
into  the  country  and  take  provisions  in  your  name,  giving  a receipt. 
Some  such  forced  loans  will  be  necessary  to  relieve  the  present  neces- 
sities by  the  fire.  I will  furnish  you  500  head  of  cattle,  and  expect  you 
to  provide  for  destitute  citizens,  and  particularly  the  negroes  that  are 
now  here  and  helpless. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  43. 

# 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 


II.  Major  Reynolds,  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  escaped  Union  officers  and  sol- 
diers, and  will  also  take  charge  of  all  refugees  and  their  conveyances 
accompanying  the  army.  These  officers  and  soldiers  will  move  with 
the  refugee  train  as  an  escort,  and  from  them  will  be  organized  a for- 
aging party.  One  officer  will  be  selected  to  act  as  quartermaster  and 
commissary.  The  train  will  be  assigned  its  position  in  the  column 
from  day  to  day.  Major  Reynolds  will  report  to  these  headquarters 
for  instructions. 

HI.  The  movement  for  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7 a.  m.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
march  via  Davis’  house  and  cross-roads  near  Roberts’  to  Muddy 
Sjiriiigs.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  com- 
manding, will  march  along  the  railroad,  making  a distance  of  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Columbia,  completing  the  destruction  of  the  railroad 
to  that  point,  if  not  already  done.  Headquarters  will  follow  the  lead- 
ing division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  will  be  near  Muddy 
Springs  to  morrow  night.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  second 
division  in  order  of  march  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The 
refugee  train  will  follow  the  rear  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
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Corps  along  the  line  of  the  Winnsborongh  road.  A brigade  from  each 
corps  will  constitute  the  rear  guard,  and  the  brigade  commander  will 
be  held  responsible  that  every  soldier  and  army  attache  is  out  of  town 
when  he  begins  his  march.  The  brigades  that  are  now  guarding  the 
town  are  preferred  for  this  duty. 

* * # # * * * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia^  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  no  change  has  occurred  in  my  com- 
mand to-day.  I am  still  encamped  near  Columbia,  with  one  brigade  in 
the  city. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  A rmy  Corps : 

General  : 1 am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that  as 
soon  as  you  have  destroyed  the  proportion  of  railroad  allotted  to  you, 
you  will  return  to  your  present  camp  near  this  city. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  with  the  Fourth  to-day 
completed  the  destruction  of  the  fifteen  miles  of  the  Columbia  Branch 
of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  and  has  returned  to  its  camp  at  this 
point.  My  headquarters  remain  as  at  last  report. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remains  in 
the  same  position  as  mentioned  in  last  report.  An  explosion  took  place 
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near  the  State  arsenal  this  p.  m.,  by  which  1 commissioned  officer  and 
3 enlisted  men  were  killed,  1 enlisted  man  mortally,  12  seriously,  and  7 
slightly  wounded.  Inclosed  I forward  copy  of  Col.  J.  B.  McCowu’s 
report  relative  to  the  affair.* 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia^  8.  0.,  February  19,  1865, 

Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  point  of  concentration  for  the  corps  to-morrow  night 
is  Muddy  Springs.  The  general  comnianding  instructs  me  to  direct  you 
to  move  your  command  to  that  point  on  such  roads  as  you  may  select, 
passing  through  or  near  Tompkins’  [Hopkins’]  house  or  plantation. 
Your  train  will  be  moved  with  the  main  column. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Columbia,  8,  C,,  February  19,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  8eventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  the  refugee  train, 
instead  of  following  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  as  directed  in  the 
order  of  march  for  to-morrow,  will  follow  in  advance  of  the  rear  guard 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  Col.  James  Wilson,  provost-marshal-gen- 
eral, will  take  charge  of  it  until  it  is  fully  organized. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient, 

A.  M.  VAX  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps.) 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  I(>.  ) Columbia,  8.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

******* 

II.  Tlie  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow  : 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have 
the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.  along  the  railroad. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at  9 a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  be  prepared 
to  move  at. 10  a.  m.,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

The  First  Ilegiment  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  Third  Divis- 
ion train. 


Not  found  as  an  inclosure. 
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The  refugee  train  will  follow  the  First  Fegiment  Michigan  Engi- 
neers. 

The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  now  doing  provost  duty  in  the 
city,  will  act  as  rear  guard  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  7 o’clock, 
and  Col.  M.  Montgomery,  commanding,  will  see  that  all  soldiers  and 
persons  connected  with  the  army  are  out  of  his  district  before  he  leaves 
the  city.  He  will  act  in  this  matter  in  concert  with  General  Woods, 
commanding  the  northwestern  district. 

The  train  of  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  Colonel  Montgomery’s  brigade. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  Avill  be  prepared  to  move  at  7 
o’clock,  and  will  await  orders. 

#*#*#** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  : 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia^  8.  0.,  February  19j  1865. 

In  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Columbia,  I,  T.  J.  Good- 
wyn,  mayor  of  the  city,  do  pledge  my  honor  that  a certain  lot  of  arms 
and  accouterments,  to-wit,  100  stand  of  arms,  with  the  ammunition 
thereto  belonging,  to  be  turned  over  to  me  by  the  U.  S.  military 
authorities,  shall  be  used  in  preserving  the  peace  in  the  city,  and  shall 
never  be  employed  in  any  way  against  the  United  States  Government 
or  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy. 

T.  J.  GOODWYN, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Columbia^  8.  C. 

Attest : 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assista^it  Adjutafit-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

In  the  Field,  Freshlfs  Mill^  February  19j  1865 — 9 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Davis  has  crossed  the  Broad  River  and  Williams  will  cross  to-morrow. 
We  have  been  much  delayed  by  lack  of  pontoon  boats,  not  having 
sufficient  to  bridge  both  rivers.  "Kilpatrick  Avill  cross  to-night  at  this 
point.  To-morrow  night  the  Fourteenth  Corps  will  be  at  Ebenezer 
Meeting  House,  on  Little  River ; the  Twentieth  wdll  be  at  about  two  miles 
southeast  of  that  point,  at  the  crossing  one  mile  southeast  of  Kincaid’s. 
On  Tuesday  morning  the  corps  will,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  you, 
advance  to  Winnsborough.  You  will  see  from  the  map  that  the  roads 
taken  by  the  two  corps  are  not  over  two  miles  apart.  My  headquarters 
will  be  with  the  Twentieth.  We  have  destroyed  eight  miles  railroad 
to-day. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  7.  ) In  the  Field.,  February  19,  1865. 

Pleasures  must  at  once  be  taken  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  forage 
in  advance  of  the  army.  No  foraging  will  be  allowed  in  advance  of 
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the  troops,  and  any  person  found  in  front  of  the  advance  guard  will 
be  arrested  and  severely  punished.  No  property  will  be  burned  except 
by  the  rear  guard  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  a corps  or  division  com- 
mander. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHEPT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  j Mrs.  Sanders’  House.,  February  19,  1865. 

The  coiT)s  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows  : 

General  Baird,  marching  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  taking  the  road  by  A. 
JohnstoiUs,  will  encamp  near  Ebenezer  Meeting  House.  If  in  advance 
of  General  Carlin,  he  will  cross  the  Little  River  and  encamp  at  tlie 
forks  of  the  road  beyond. 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  6.30  a.  m.  by  the  way  of  A.  Johnston’s 
to  the  same  point.  If  in  advance  of  General  Baird,  he  will  cross 
Little  River  and  encamj)  at  the  forks  of  the  road  beyond. 

General  Morgan  will  march  at  6.30  a.  m.  with  the  trains  by  the  left- 
hand  road,  via  Gibsoifs  Meeting  House  and  McMeekins’  Post-Office, 
and  will  encamp  near  Ebenezer  Meeting  House. 

Corps  headquarters,  with  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  train, 
will  move  in  the  rear  of  General  Carlin. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis; 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieuteyiant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Freshly’ s Ferry,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

The  order  of  march  for  to-morrow  will  be:  First  Division,  Second 
Division,  Third  Division.  The  First  Division  will  start  at  daylight,  or 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corjis,  cross  the  river  with 
the  troops,  and  march  to  the  vicinity  of  Thompson’s  Post-Office,  halt- 
ing there  for  the  trains  to  close  up.  General  Jackson  will  picket  the 
roads  and  dispose  of  his  troops  at  that  point  to  cover  the  park  of  the 
trains.  The  Second  Division  will  follow  the  trains  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion. Two  brigades  of  the  Third  Division,  with  all  of  the  division 
trains,  will  follow  the  Second  Division.  Immediately  upon  the  with- 
drawal of  the  troops  of  the  Second  Division  General  Ward  will  i)ut  a 
brigade  in  position  on  this  side  of  the  river,  at  least  a mile  from  the 
bridge.  This  brigade  will  cover  all  roads  and  approaches  to  tlie 
bridge,  and  remain  in  position  until  all  the  trains  have  crossed,  when 
it  will  be  withdrawal  and  cross  the  river.  General  Ward  will  then  put 
two  regiments  from  his  rear  brigade  and  a battery  of  artillery  in  posi- 
tion on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  to  cover  the  taking  up  of  the  bridge. 
The  pontoon  train,  after  the  bridge  is  taken  up,  will  be  pushed  to  the 
liead  of  the  column  as  rapidly  as  possible,  division  commanders  giving 
it,  whenever  the  tiffins  are  parked,  opportunities  to  get  as  far  ahead 
as  xiossible.  Major  Reynolds,  chief  of  i rtillery,  will  order  one  battery 
to  reiiort  to  General  Ward,  to  march  with  the  rear.  The  balance  of 
the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  troops  of  the  First  Division. 
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From  Thompson’s  Post-Office  the  column  will  march  on  the  most  direct 
road  to  the  junction  of  the  roads  near  Kincaid’s  house,  on  the  north 
side  of  Little  Kiver. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Tw^^ntieth  Corps, 

Broad  River ^ February  19,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : It  has  been  ascertained  that  there  is  no  practicable  road 
leading  direct  from  Thompson’s  Post-Office  to  Kincaid’s.  It  is  there- 
fore necessary  for  us  to  move  down  on  the  Columbia  road  to  cross 
Little  Eiver  near  its  mouth.  The  general  commanding  therefore 
desires  that  after  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge,  instead  of  taking  the 
road  to  the  left  leading  to  Thom^ison’s  Post-Office,  you  take  the  one 
leading  to  the  right,  which  strikes  the  Columbia  road  at  McConnell’s 
farm,  about  four  miles  east  of  Thompson’s  Post-Office. 

If  you  will  send  to  these  headquarters  before  leaving  camp  in  the 
morning,  we  will  send  you  one  of  our  scouts  who  has  been  over  the  road 
and  can  guide  you.  The  general  wishes  you  to  halt  and  have  the 
wagons  parked  on  the  McConnell  farm,  as  near  the  Columbia  road  as 
possible. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEKKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins, 

AssistoMt  Adjutant- General,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  : My  division  is  massed  in  rear  of  General  Carlin.  He  has 
no  orders  to  move,  and  I am  waiting  on  him. 

Yery  respectfully, 

W.  T.  WAED, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


" Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Alston  Bridge,  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

[General  W.  T.  Sherman  : ) 

General:  My  people  have  just  burned  Pomaria  Station.  Cheat- 
ham’s corps  Avas  receiving  rations  at  12  m.  to-day  at  Frog  Level.  He 
has  about  5,000  men  and  one  brigade  of  cavalry.  Other  troops  are 
following  him.  One  hundred  and  hfty  thousand  rations  were  at  Abbe- 
ville for  a large  force  reported  on  the  march  from  Washington,  in 
Georgia,  forty-five  miles  from  AbbeAulle.  My  scouts  report  infiintry 
and  some  cavalry  at  or  ])assing  tlirongh  Kewberry.  I will  closely  watch 
all  movements  of  the  enemy  and  report  everything  of  im])ortance. 
Cheatham  has  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  He  is  not  moving  to  day, 
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but  receiving  rations  and  resting.  I cannot  learn  that  he  has  a pon- 
toon train.  (Frog  Level  is  Prosperity  Station  on  the  map.)  The  rail- 
road has  several  bridges  from  that  point  to  the  river.  We  have 
burned  them  all.  One  of  my  brigades  is  crossing  tbe  river,  and  will 
push  well  up  the  country  and  give  timely  notice  of  any  danger.  My 
entire  command  will  cross  in  the  morning,  when  I will  push  well  up 
and  on  the  left  flank.  Cheatham  will  cross  at  Ashford’s  Ferry,  I 
think  5 at  least  his  scouting  parties  have  made  inquiries  about  that 
point.  My  people  were  on  Heller’s  Creek  to-day,  and  the  country  is 
clear.  I reached  Alston  Bridge  yesterday  at  12  m.,  but  could  not  save 
the  bridge.  We  are  capturing  some  prisoners  and  doing  very  well.  I 
would  give  a year’s  pay  to  cross  the  river  to-night  at  this  lioint. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington,  February  19,  1865 — 12  noon. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Hilt07i  Head,  S.  C. : 

General:  General  Grant  directs  that  the  moment  Charleston  falls 
into  our  hands  you  will  garrison  with  minimum  force  such  sea-port  places 
as  you  may  deem  most  important  for  us  to  hold,  and  send  all  surplus 
white  troops  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  If,  however,  you  should  in  the  mean- 
time receive  other  instructions  from  General  Sherman  you  will  be  guided 
by  them.  Eichmond  papers  of  yesterday  contain  an  account  of  Sher- 
man’s capture  of  Columbia. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  20.  ) Charleston,  8.  C.,  Feiruary  19.,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is 
hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  city  of  Charleston  and  announced  as 
provost-marshal  of  this  district.  He  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

ED.  W.  SCHAHFFLEE, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

The  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery  will  relieve  at  once  all  the  detach- 
ments of  this  command  in  the  different  forts  and  batteries.  These 
detachments  will  report  to  these  headquarters  without  delay  in  order 
to  be  sent  to  their  regiments. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South,  . 

Hilton  Head.,  8.  0.,  February  19, 1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  Grover, 

'Commanding  at  Savannah: 

Fire  a national  salute  at  noon  to-day  in  honor  of  the  capture  of 
Charleston. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  commanding  officer  Hilton  Head  District.) 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

Your  two  letters  of  the  15th  instant  are  just  received.  Sherman’s 
instructions  were  probably  given  before  he  knew  what  force  we  would 
have  to  operate  with  in  North  Carolina.  At  all  events,  in  pursuing 
the  course  directed  by  me  you  accomplish  what  Sherman  directs.  ‘The 
object  is  to  open  communication  between  the  sea-coast  and  Golds- 
borough  by  rail,  so  as  to  meet  Sherman  with  supplies  for  his  army  and 
to  put  at  his  disposal  an  available  force.  If  you  succeed  iu  the  cap- 
ture of  Wilmington  you  will  probably  secure  the  road  almost  complete. 
From  New  Berne  it  would  have  to  be  rebuilt  entire.  At  the  former 
place  you  would  be  better  supplied  with  storage.  It  also  gives  you  the 
advantage  of  a road  bearing  southwest,  which,  after  all,  might  prove 
the  one  necessary  to  open  first.  It  will  be  well  to  have  Palmer  push 
on,  in  pursuance  of  Slierman’s  instructions,  and  at  the  same  time  direct 
your  attention  to  Wilmington.  You  will  either  capture  the  place  or 
hold  a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  from  Sherman’s  front.  The  last 
news  from  Sherman  direct  was  on  the  7th  instant.  I directed  a copy 
of  that  dispatch  sent  to  you.  He  was  then  encountering  bad  roads 
and  much  water  and  was  not  certain  but  these  causes  would  force  him 
to  turn  upon  Charleston.  In  that  case  he  would  want  his  supplies  sent 
to  Bull’s  Bay.  Richmond  papers  of  yesterday,  however,  announce  his 
capture  of  Columbia  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.  As  he  was  then 
across  the  Congaree  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will  turn  back.  This  suc- 
cess will  probably  force  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  In  that  case 
Gillmore  will  have  a disposable  force  of  10,000  or  12,000  men,  which  I 
have  directed  him  to  send  to  you.  Should  you  find  an  advance  on 
Wilmington  impracticable,  keep  up  such  a threatening  attitude  that 
the  enemy  will  be  compelled  to  retain  there  all  the  force  he  now  has, 
and  push  on  the  column  from  New  Berne.  I will  send  you  a canvas 
pontoon  train  immediately,  if  it  can  be  raised. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson^  February  19,  1865. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  9 a.  m.,  23d.  Received  10.55  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va.: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  success  of  our  operations 
against  Fort  Anderson  and  the  adjacent  works  on  both  sides  of  Cape 
Fear  River.  Yesterday,  while  the  gun-boats  maintained  a heavy  fire 
upon  Fort  Anderson,  i pressed  the  enemy  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
and  sent  a force  under  General  Cox  about  sixteen  miles  around  a swamp 
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to  turn  tlie  enemy^s  right.  This  force  made  its  way  along  a narrow 
defile  between  two  swamps  and  completely  turned  the  enemy^s  position. 
As  soon  as  the  movement  became  known  to  the  enemy  he  abandoned 
his  works  and  retreated  toward  Wilmington.  W^e  captured  ten  guns 
uninjured  and  a considerable  amount  of  ammunition.  We  have  about 
fifty  prisoners.  The  loss  in  killed  or  wounded  is  small  on  either  side. 
The  troops  are  pursuing  the  enemy  and  the  gun-boats  are  moving  up 
the  river.  Fort  Anderson  and  its  collateral  works  are  very  strong  and 
rendered  almost  inaccessible  by  swamps.  A small  force  could  have 
held  them  until  their  supplies  were  exhausted.  My  information  is  that 
the  rebels  have  a line  of  defense  behind  Town  Greek,  where  they  propose 
to  make  a stand.  If  so,  it  can  probably  be  only  a short  one.  Only  four 
brigades  of  my  troops  have  arrived  from  Washington,  and  no  trans- 
portation, but  I will  keep  at  work  with  what  I have. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson.,  N.  €.,  February  19,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General  : I now  begin  to  feel  the  need  of  cavalry,  and  will  probably 
feel  it  mnch  more  soon.  I therefore  respectfully  request  that  a regi- 
ment at  least  be  sent  me  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

February  19,  1865. 

(Via  Fort  Monroe,  9 a.  m.,  23d.  Received  10.55  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Day  before  yesterday  Cox’s  division  moved  to  Smithville  and  then 
toward  Fort  Anderson.  Yesterday  it  closed  up  on  Fort  Anderson  and 
intrenched  a line,  under  navy  fire,  close  to  the  enemy’s,  to  be  held  by  two 
brigades.  With  the  balance  of  his  command  and  Ames’  division,  which 
had  been  sent  to  Smithville,  Cox  then  was  started  on  the  fiank  move- 
ment for  the  rear  of  Fort  Anderson,  making  about  ten  miles  by  dark. 
The  enemy  evacuated  Fort  Anderson  during  the  night  and  the  lines  in 
front  of  Terry  this  morning.  They  will  at  once  be  followed  toward 
Wilmington. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[■  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

; Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

I.  Tlie  Third  Tennessee  Infantry  is  liereby  dropped  from  the  returns 
of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  January  20,  1805. 

* ^ * m * * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  ) Washington^  I).  C.,  February  19^  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to  Alexandria  by  boat  to-morrow,  the  20th 
instant,  as  follows : Two  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  will  be  at 
Giesborough  Wharf  and  embark  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and  the  remaining  two 
regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  at  9.30  a.  m.  The  horses  of  the  brigade 
will  go  with  the  brigade.  The  entire  baggage  of  the  brigade  will  be 
placed  on  barges  at  Giesborongh  Wharf  at  8 a.  m.  Two  regiments  of 
the  First  Brigade  will  embark  at  Giesborongh  Wharf  at  12  in.  and  two 
at  1 p.  m.  The  horses  will  accompany  the  brigade.  The  baggage  of 
the  brigade  will  be  placed  on  barges  at  Giesborongh  Wharf  at  12  m. 
On  arrival  at  Alexandria  brigade  commanders  will  report  to  Captain 
Lee,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  assignment  to  transports.  Five  days’ 
rations  in  bulk  have  been  placed  on  board  the  transports  and  five  days’ 
cooked  rations  will  be  drawn  at  Alexandria  in  addition.  The  horses 
will  be  iilaced  on  boats  designated  for  that  purpose,  and  each  brigade 
commander  will  detail  one  regimental  quartermaster  to  go  in  charge  of 
the  horses  of  his  brigade.  Forage  will  be  suiiplied  by  Captain  Lee  at 
Alexandria.  The  commanding  officers  on  board  the  transports  will  see 
that  the  rules  of  the  ships  are  obeyed  by  the  men  under  their  command, 
and  that  the  requirements  of  the  Revised  Army  Regulations  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  troops  on  transports  are  observed  is  essential  to  good 
order  on  board  the  transports  and  the  safety  of  the  command  from  fire  or 
other  dangers.  On  the  arrival  at  the  destination  of  the  command  each 
commanding  officer  will  report  to  his  next  proper  superior  officer,  if 
there.  If  not  there,  to  the  next  that  is  there. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Rnger: 

J.  E.  CRAVENS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Hivison,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19 j 1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  train  has  not  yet  got  up,  and  General  Ames  has  report  from  an 
orderly  that  the  train  got  scattered  within  three  miles  of  Smithville 
and  went  back  to  reform  and  start  again.  I have  sent  back  my  quar- 
termaster with  peremptory  orders  to  bring  the  train  up  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  As  we  are  at  the  cross-roads,  where  our  intention  as 
to  route  is  not  entirely  apparent  to  the  enemy,  I have  thought  it  advis- 
able to  wait  till  we  hear  more  definitely  from  the  train,  as  it  cannot 
get  back  to  Smithville  to-day  if  it  follows  us  farther;  and  I understand 
that  it  will  have  to  be  relied  on  to  get  food  for  Moore’s  and  Hender- 
son’s men,  they  also  being  out  to-night.  I should  push  one  division 
right  on,  but  tliink  it  better  to  make  a demonstration  with  a regiment 
on  the  Lockwood’s  Folly  road,  and  give  their  cavalry  there  the  idea 
that  we  mean  to  move  in  that  direction,  and  then,  when  we  get  or  defi- 
nitely hear  from  the  train,  push  rapidly  with  our  whole  force  upon  the 
rear  of  Anderson.  We  have  about  eight  miles  to  go.  I shall  expect  to 
hear  from  my  messengers  to  the  train  in  tAvo  hours  and  a half.  If  you 
have  auy  other  way  of  feeding  Moore  and  Henderson  than  by  this 
train  please  let  me  knoAv  by  courier,  as  I shall  then  feel  at  liberty  to 
move  Avithout  aAA^aitiiig  it. 

A rough  sketch  is  on  the  other  side. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  tram  has  just  corue  within  reach.  I move  out  with  Ames’  division, 
leaving  the  two  brigades  of  my  own  to  draw  rations  and  follow.  Have 
no  answer  as  yet  to  my  dispatch  of  6.30  this  morning. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

February  19,  1865 — 10.45  a.  m. 

Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding  Division: 

General:  The  enemy  has  evacuated  Fort  Anderson  and  retired 
from  Terry’s  front.  The  general  is  aboard  the  admiral’s  flag-shii)  and 
I cannot  send  him  your  message.  Moore  and  Henderson  were  supplied 
with  rations  last  night  from  boats,  so  that  they  will  not  have  to  rely 
on  that  train  to  feed  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

My  advance  brigade  occupies  the  commanding  ground  on  this  side 
of  Town  Creek.  The  other  brigades  are  echeloned  in  rear.  The  enemy 
made  but  slight  resistance  until  they  reached  the  creek.  They  have  a 
line  of  infantry  trench  on  the  upper  bank,  and  are  believed  to  have 
destroyed  the  bridge.  They  fired  a few  cannon  shot  at  Henderson  as 
he  advanced.  The  creek  is  very  crooked  and  deep.  The  water  is  said 
to  be  thirty  or  forty  feet  deep,  being  deeper  than  the  river.  I learned 
of  a flat-boat,  capable  of  carrying  near  100  men,  a short  distance  below 
our  camp,  and  ordered  it  secured  and  carefully  protected.  Xo  detour 
can  be  made  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cross  the  creek  by  fording,  short  of 
fifteen  miles  above.  The  next  bridge  was  ten  miles  above,  and  that  is 
I)robably  destroyed.  If  the  enemy  resist  stubbornly  and  in  force  on 
the  road,  1 think  our  only  feasible  way  of  crossing  will  be  by  the  flat 
under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  gun-boats.  I cannot  learn  that  any  force 
but  Hagood’s  brigade  is  in  front  of  us.  The  colored  people  say  they 
commenced  their  retreat  early  in  the  night,  the  rear  guard  leaving  Fort 
Anderson  about  daybreak.  They  undoubtedly  began  the  movement 
immediately  after  learning  that  their  cavalry  were  driven  from  the  head 
of  Orton  Pond  by  our  advancing  column.  Iflease  inform  me  early  as  to 
the  commanding  general’s  desires  in  regard  to  pushing  my  movement 
on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  1).  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Fort  Anderson,  February  19,  1865. 

[General  Oox:] 

General  : I desire  you  to  move  against  the  enemy  toward  Wilming- 
ton early  to-morrow  with  your  entire  force,  except  one  regiment  of 
Colonel  Moore’s  brigade,  which  is  temporarily  stationed  at  Fort  Ander- 
son. If  you  find  the  enemy  in  position  behind  Town  Creek  or  else- 
where this  side  of  Wilmington  endeavor  to  turn  his  right  and  force 
him  back.  You  may  even  cut  him  off  from  crossing  the  river  at  Wil- 
mington. From  the  best  information  I can  get  his  force  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  is  only  about  2,000  men,  and  he  cannot  well  send  over 
more  while  General  Terry  is  pressing  him  on  the  other  side.  If  the 
enemy  fall  back  to  Wilmington  try  to  get  possession  of  all  the 
approaches  to  the  town  from  the  west  side  of  the  river  and  prepare  to 
hold  them  with  the  smallest  force  practicable,  so  that  a portion  of  your 
troops  may  be  transferred  to  the  east  side  of  the  river.  I will  move  up 
the  river  in  the  {Spaulding,  so  as  to  keep  in  communication  with  the 
troops  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Inform  me  frequently  by  signal  or 
otherwise  of  your  progress. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department ^of  North  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson,  February  19,  1865 — 11.30 1^.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

Your  note  of  8.30  p.  m.  just  received.  The  commanding  general 
directs  that  if  you  have  to  make  a circuit  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  as  you 
suppose,  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right,  you  need  not  make  the 
attempt.  See  what  can  be  done  with  the  flat-boat,  as  you  suggest. 
The  general  will  be  in  communication  with  you  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  general  desires  you  to  ascertain  whether  pontoons  can  be 
landed  near  you  in  the  river  and  drawn  u})  so  as  to  cross  the  creek 
near  its  mouth. 

J.  A.  C., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19,  1865. 

Colonel  Henderson, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 

You  may  advance  toward  Town  Creek  cautiously,  collecting  such 
information  as  you  can  and  approaching  as  near  the  enemy  as  you  find 
practicable  before  dark.  I will  bring  up  the  other  brigades  as  soon  as 
they  reach  here.  Keiiort  anything  of  importance  you  may  learn  before 
I reach  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

February  19^  1865, 

Colonel  Moore, 

Commanding  Brigade^  <&c. : 

I have  ordered  Colonel  Henderson  to  push  his  reconnaissance  far- 
ther toward  Town  Creek.  Please  support  him  if  he  needs  it,  and  I 
will  be  up  shortly  with  the  other  brigades. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina, 

Fort  Anderson.,  N.  0.,  February  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Comdg.  Detachments  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-ffth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I have  ordered  General  Ames  to  cross  the  river  at  Fort 
Anderson  and  report  to  you  this  evening.  In  the  morning  I want  you 
to  move  forward  against  the  enemy,  east  of  the  river,  while  General 
Cox  will  move  up  the  west  bank.  If  you  find  the  enemy  in  a fortified 
position  this  side  of  Wilmington,  try  to  turn  his  left  and  force  him  back 
upon  Wilmington,  or  you  may  endeavor  to  cut  him  off  from  that  place 
if  your  force  appears  sufficient.  If  the  enemy  fall  back  to  the  defenses 
of  Wilmington  invest  the  place  as  far  as  practicable.  In  any  other 
event  act  as  may  seem  for  the  best.  Communicate  with  me  frequently, 
by  signal  or  otherwise.  I will  move  up  the  river  in  the  Spaulding,  so 
as  to  keep  in  communication  with  the  troops  on  both  sides. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Federal  Point,  X.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

My  advance  is  about  eight  miles  from  Wilmington,  close  to  the 
enemy’s  outposts.  Unless  I receive  contrary  orders  from  you  I shall 
camp  for  the  night  at  about  nine  miles  from  the  city  and  await  re-en- 
forcements. Can  they  reach  me  before  daylight? 

A.  H.  TEERY, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Comdg.  Detachments  Twenty -fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps : 
General:  Your  dispatch  by  signal  is  received.  General  Ames^ 
division  will  re-enforce  you  to-night  and  act  under  your  orders  in  the 
morning.  He  is  going  to  land  near  where  your  troops  now  are.  The 
commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  he  will  make  no  reply  to 
the  communication  by  flag  of  truce. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullj^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  A djutant-Gcfieral, 
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Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  37.  ) Sugar  Loaf^  N.  (7.,  February  19,  1865, 

I.  The  special  order  directing  Company  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery, 
to  proceed  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  is  countermanded.  Capt.  William  G. 
Pride,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  will  withdraw  from  the  north  line 
of  works  the  company  of  his  detachment  now  stationed  there,  leaving 
only  a guard  for  the  guns,  and  will  assume  the  command  of  Captain 
Everett’s  company  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  now 
encamped  at  the  fort.  With  these  four  heavy  artillery  companies,  viz. 
Companies  B,  L,  and  G,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Company  [A],  Sec- 
ond Pennsylvania  Artillery,  Captain  Pride  will  garrison  Fort  Fisher 
and  take  every  precaution  for  its  defense  during  the  present  movement 
to  the  front.  Colonel  Coan,  Forty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  will 
have  the  command  of  the  infantry  detachment  left  at  the  rear.  As  soon 
as  transportation  can  be  procured  from  the  quartermaster’s  department 
the  guns  on  the  northern  line  will  be  moved  to  the  fort. 


# 


* 


* 


* 


* 


# 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 


A.  TEEPY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Fort  Anderson,  V.  C.,  February  19,  1865 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty -fourth  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  march  at  once  to 
the  wharf  at  this  place,  where  you  will  embark  your  command  on  the 
steamers  now  here,  cross  the  river,  and  report  for  further  orders  to 
Major-General  Terry. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Alajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  19,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Netv  Berne,  N.  C. : 

You  will  immediately  relieve  the  two  companies  (commanded  by 
Major  Laughlin)  belonging  to  regiments  serving  in  the  Department  of 
Virginia,  and  order  them  to  report  at  once  to  Brigadier-General  Gordon, 
at  Norfolk,  Va. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


Morehead  City,  February  19,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

• Neiv  Berne : 

Have  arrived  on  Creole  with  some  800  men  of  Provisional  Division, 
and  await  orders. 

S.  P.  CARTER, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 
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Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Morehead  City: 


Pebruary  19,  1865. 


I am  informed  that  there  is  now  an  extra  train  at  Morehead  which 
can  bring  up  a portion,  if  not  all,  of  your  command.  Please  let  them 
come  at  once.  If  all  cannot  come  now,  leave  the  remainder  under  a 
judicious  officer  until  to-morrow.  Perhaps  we  will  be  able  to  send  for 
all  to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

I.  K.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Oi)erator  inform  Captain  Wheeler  of  this. 

I.  N.  P. 


War  Department, 

Washington  City,  February  19j  1865. 

Governor  Curtin, 

Harrisburg^  Fa.: 

Last  night  this  Department  received  the  gratifying  intelligence  of 
the  occupation  of  Columbia,  the  cai)ital  of  South  Carolina,  by  General 
Sherman,  and  the  probable  evacuation  of  Charleston  by  the  enemy. 
Hasten  on  recruiting  to  fill  up  the  Army,  and  the  rebellion  must  receive 
its  final  blow  in  this  spring  campaign. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Governor  Brough,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Governor  Morton, 
Indianapolis,  Ind;  Governor  Lewis,  Madison,  Wis. ; Governor  Cony, 
Augusta,  Me. ; Governor  Smith,  Saint  Albans,  Vt. ; Governor  Andrew, 
Boston,  Mass. ; Governor  Gilmore,  Concord,  N.  H. ; Governor  Fenton, 
Albany,  N.  Y. ; Governor  Fletcher,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ; Governor  Carney, 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  Governor  Bramlette,  Frankfort,  Ky.) 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  20,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  following  paragraphs  are  extracted  from  the  Richmond  papers 
of  to-day: 

We  now  know  that  Charleston  was  evaciiatecl  on  Tuesday  last,  and  that  on  Friday 
the  enemy  took  possession  of  Columbia.  It  is  reported  that  our  forces  under  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  are  moving  in  the  direction  of  Charlotte.  Official  intelligence  was 
received  at  the  War  Office  last  night  that  Sherman  was  on  yesterday  morning 
advancing  toward  and  was  near  Winnsborongh,  a x>oint  on  the  railroad  leading  to 
Charlotte,  and  thirty  miles  north  of  Columbia. 

Charlotte  is  thronged  with  refugees  from  Columbia,  who  report  that  some  of 
Wheeler’s  cavalry  plundered  the  city  before  the  evacuation. 

Up  to  Tuesday  last  it  was  uncertain  whether  Columbia  would  come  within  the 
immediate  range  of  Sherman’s  proposed  route,  and  consequently  the  x)ublic  mind  was 
not  prepared  for  such  an  early  solution  of  tlie  question.  The  Government  had,  how- 
ever, just  two  weeks  ago,  taken  the  precaution  to  remove  its  specie  deposited  there, 
amounting  to  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  within  the  past  few  days  all  the  dies 
and  plates  belonging  to  the  Treasury  Dei)artment,  together  with  the  supplies  of 
treasury  notes  on  hand,  were  safely  conveyed  away. 

The  enemy  being  in  possession  of  Branchville,  Orangeburg,  and  Kingsville,  pre- 
cluded movements  on  the  roads  leading  to  Charleston,  and  an  unfortunate  accident 
upon  the  Charlotte  road,  cutting  olf  nearly  all  the  rolling-stock  of  the  road  from 
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Columbia,  prevented  the  authorities  from  making  use  of  that  avenue  to  save  other 
valuable  materials  in  the  city.  A large  quantity  of  medical  stores  belonging  to  the 
Governmeut  were  there,  one-half  of  which  were  saved,  and  the  rest,  for  want  of  time 
and  transportation,  destroyed.  The  presses  and  fixtures  for  printing  treasury  notes 
in  the  establishments  of  Evans  & Cogswell  and  Keatinge  & Ball  were  necessarily 
abandoned,  together  with  the  other  extensive  machinery  of  those  well-known  firms. 
The  first-named  establishment  alone  had  102  printing  presses,  and  was  unquestion- 
ably the  largest  and  best  equipped  publishing  house  in  the  South. 

The  enemy’s  forces  operating  west  of  Columbia  reached  the  banks  of  the  Congaree 
opposite  the  city  on  Thursday  evening,  and  threw  in  a number  of  shells,  to  which 
our  batteries  responded.  A portion  of  this  column  moved  up  the  river  during  the 
night  and  crossed  the  Saluda  and  Broad  Rivers,  the  main  tributaries  of  the  Conga- 
ree, which  meet  near  Columbia,  a few  miles  above  the  city.  During  this  movement 
General  Beauregard  evacuated  the  city,  and  on  Friday  morning  the  enemy  entered 
and  took  possession  without  opposition.  Our  troops  were  withdrawn  to  a position 
some  twenty  miles  from  Columbia,  where  they  remained  on  yesterday.  The  enemy’s 
force  entering  Columbia  consisted  of  Sherman’s  main  army,  a large  portion  of  which 
immediately  moved  up  the  Charlotte  road,  while  another  portion  has  moved  down 
in  the  direction  of  Charleston.  The  latter  city  has  doubtless  ere  this  been  evacuated. 

FROM  CHARLESTON. 

Charleston,  February  14. 

The  enemy’s  gun-boats  and  one  monitor  have  been  shelling  our  picket-lines  on 
James  Island  all  day.  All  quiet  in  our  immediate  front.  Nothing  definite  from 
above.  The  enemy  keep  up  a steady  shelling  of  the  city. 

Charleston,  February  15. 

All  quiet  along  our  lines.  The  enemy  are  reported  this  morning  to  be  moving  in 
force  near  Columbia,  on  the  Lexington  road.  It  is  reported  that  they  crossed  the 
Congaree  to-day. 

FROM  WILMINGTON.— FURIOUS  CANNONADING  OF  FORT  ANDERSON. 

Wilmington,  February  18. 

The  enemy  shelled  Fort  Anderson  furiously  yesterday  afternoon,  nearly  all  night, 
and  this  morning  it  is  reported  that  a land  force  also  attacked  our  forces  at  Ander- 
son, but  were  repulsed.  Cannonading  is  still  going  on  at  1 p.  m.  We  have  no  par- 
ticulars. A dispatch  has  been  received  here  stating  that  a force  of  the  enemy,  4,000 
strong,  2,000  of  it  cavalry,  are  advancing  from  Knoxville,  and  had  reached  Greene- 
ville,  which  is  fifty-four  miles  from  Bristol.  This  expedition  is  supposed  to  be 
another  raid  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 

Tbe  telegraph  operator  at  Weldon  reported  yesterday  that  a raid  from  Washing- 
ton or  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  was  in  progress,  the  supposed  destination  of  the  raiders 
being  Rocky  Mount  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  road,  in  Edgecombe  County.  The 
wires  continued  to  work  during  yesterday  morning  through  to  Wilmington,  however, 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  they  had  not  then  struck  the  road. 

A movement  of  the  enemy  was  reported  yesterday  in  heavy  force  upon  Kinston, 
N.  C.,  and  it  was  supposed  in  official  quarters  that  Foster’s  forces  had  been  moved 
up  to  New  Berne.  A cavalry  raid  was  also  reported  in  tbe  direction  of  Tarborough. 
The  force  moving  from  New  Berne  has  fifty  or  sixty  pieces  of  artillery.  We  shall 
hear  more  of  these  movements  in  a few  days.  We  are  quite  certain  that  they  are  in 
progress  as  we  write. 

Colonel  Hatch,  one  of  our  commissioners  of  exchange,  has  gone  to  Wilmington, 
at  which  place  he  will,  during  the  week,  exchange  10,000  prisoners.  We  may  remark 
here  that  the  exchange  of  prisoners  on  Janies  River  will  at  the  same  time  go  on 
uninterruptedly. 

A desperate  affair  occurred  last  Tuesday  in  Lunenburg  County  between  some 
deserters  from  the  Confederate  army  and  some  of  the  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry,  aided 
by  citizens.  Several  on  both  sides  were  wounded.  The  deserters  were  finally  cap- 
tured. 

General  Ewell,  commanding  Department  of  Henrico,  reports  a wholesale  robbery 
of  nearly  100  returned  paroled  prisoners  on  Saturday  night  between  Camp  Lee  and 
the  city.  Other  robberies  of  returned  prisoners  are  reported  as  occurring  in  the 
streets  of  Richmond. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  February  20^  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  10.10  a.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck,  Washington: 

Has  General  Meagher  been  dismissed!  If  he  has  not,  I think  it  will 
be  well  to  relieve  him  from  duty.  Brig.  Gen.  Hugh  Ewing,  now  on  his 
wav  to  Washington,  might  be  ordered  to  take  his  place. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  O.,  February  20^  1865—11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point : 

The  last  of  Schofield’s  troops  will  get  off  to-day.  Canvas  pontoons 
will  be  sent  from  here  and  New  York.  Deficiency  in  length  of  bridg- 
ing will  be  supplied  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff'. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  20,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point: 

The  President  has  not  acted  on  Meagher.  The  Secretary  of  War 
thinks  you  had  better  order  General  Schofield  to  relieve  and  send  him 
home. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  20,  1865. 

His  Excellency  R.  E,  Fenton, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Yorh : 

Governor:  In  the  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding  in  the 
field,  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  these  headquarters 
of  the  joint  resolutions  passed  by  the  senate  and  assembly  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  commendatory  of  the  conduct  and  service  of  the  general 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.*  The  resolutions  and 
letter  of  transmittal  will  be  forwarded  to  the  general  as  soon  as  com- 
munication is  opened  to  him. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  SAWYER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  February  20,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  The  command  moved  in  good  order  to  Muddy  Springs. 
On  our  arrival  at  that  point  1 found  a scarcity  of  water  and  moved  on 
about  two  miles  and  a half  north  of  the  Muddy  Springs  and  the 
command  (Fifteenth  Army  Corps)  is  now  in  camp  here.  My  head- 
quarters are  near  the  crossing  of  the  Winnsborough  and  upper  Camden 


See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  18. 


502  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


roads.  The  rear  guard  swept  everything  clear  of  Columbia,  and  at 
2 p.  m.,  when  some  of  my  staff  officers  left,  the  city  was  clear  of  all 
stragglers  and  very  quiet.  A small  squad  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry, 
about  100,  appeared  on  our  right  flank,  but  were  driven  off  without  dis- 
turbing our  march.  I send  you  a copy  of  my  order  of  march  for  to- 
morrow.* 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


P.  S. — The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  is  encamped  along  the  line  of 
the  railroad. 


O.  O.  H., 

Major- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  44.  ) Eiee  Greelc  Springs,  February  20,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7 a.  m.  ^ The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  forward 
on  the  same  road,  crossing  Twenty-five  Mile  Creek.  He  will  make  as 
much  distance  as  imssible  toward  Poplar  Spring,  but  will  at  least 
arrive  at  the  cross-roads  at  Harrison’s.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  continue  to  move  along  the 
railroad,  occupy  Winnsborough,  completing  the  destruction  of  the  rail- 
road ux)  to  that  point.  The  bridge  train  will  continue  to  follow  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  The  refugee  train  will  follow  the  rear  divis-- 
ion  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corxis.  Dexiartment  headquarters  will  follow 
the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  will  be  to-morrow 
night  near  the  cross-roads  at  Harrison’s. 

II.  Capt.  P.  A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer,  will  organize  a detective 
force  to  operate  under  his  temporary  direction  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
covering the  authors  of  the  numerous  outrages  that  have  been  commit- 
ted by  xiersons  of  this  command.  He  will  particularly  endeavor  to 
discover  those  who  have  taken  or  may  take  such  articles  as  watches, 
jewelry,  money,  &c.,  from  the  persons  or  houses  of  citizens. 

III.  Paragraxih  2,  Sxiecial  Field  Orders,  No.  43,  from  these  head- 
quarters, is  so  modified  as  to  direct  Maj.  F.  C.  Gillette,  provost-marshal- 
general  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  to  take  charge  of  the  refugees  accom- 
X)anying  this  command.  Major  Gillette  will  see  that  all  citizens 
accomxianying  this  army  as  refugees  improperly,  as  well  as  surplus 
baggage  belonging  to  refugees,  are  sent  to  Winnsborough.  He  will  be 
authorized  also  to  impress  from  citizens  the  necessary  transportation 
and  animals  to  provide  for  the  train. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
destruction  of  xn’oi)erty  in  and  about  Columbia,  S.  C.,  done  in  comxili- 
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ance  with  written  instructions  from  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong, 
assistant  inspector-general,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  dated  February 
18, 1865.  Owing  to  the  great  variety  of  articles  and  property  destroyed 
and  the  general  confusion  they  were  in,  it  has  been  impossible  to  make 
actual  inventories.  The  following'  are  estimates,  and  I believe  them  to 
be  in  most  cases  rather  under  than  above  the  actual  amount:  1,000 
bales  of  cotton,  19  locomotives  (these  comprised  all  the  locomotives  in 
and  about  the  city,  they  were  destroyed  by  burning  the  wood  work  and 
breaking  everything  breakable  about  their  machinery  and  punching 
holes  in  their  boilers  and  tenders) ; 20  box-cars  (all  that  were  left  of  a 
large  number  destroyed  by  the  incendiary  fires  of  the  17th  instant) ; 
all  the  buildings  not  previously  burned  belonging  to  the  South  Carolina 
Railroad  and  depot,* 2 large  freight  sheds  being  included;  in  these 
freight  sheds  were  destroyed  60  sets  complete  of  six-mule  team  harness, 
1,000  pounds  of  trace  chains,  40  kegs  of  nails,  25  kegs  railroad  iron 
spikes,  5 tons  of  railroad  machinery  of  various  kinds,  and  a large  mis- 
cellaneous collections  of, articles  valuable  to  the  enemy,  which  it  was 
im])racticable  under  the  circumstances  to  classify  and  make  an  inven- 
tory of;  650  car  wheels  (destroyed  by  sledging  oli‘  the  flanges) ; 2 build- 
ings filled  with  stationery  belonging  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
consisting  of  note,  cap,  letter,  and  envelope  paper,  envelopes,  steel  pens, 
penholders,  ink,  and  quartermasters’  and  other  blanks.  These  things 
were  mixed  up  in  a heterogeneous  mass.  The  only  way  I can  convey 
an  idea  of  the  amount  is  to  estimate  them  at  two  tons’  weight.  Twenty- 
five  powder  mills.  These  comprised  all  the  i)owder  mills  along  the 
Congaree  River;  the  machinery  was  destroyed  and  the  mills  blown  up. 
The  so-called  Confederate  States  armory,  situated  on  the  Congaree 
River,  comprising  warehouses,  machine  shops,  foundry,  and  offices;  the 
machinery  of  the  shops  and  a large  amount  of  other  machinery  which 
had  not  been  taken  out  of  the  original  packages  was  broken  thoroughly 
by  sledging,  and  the  ruin  completed  afterwards  by  burning  the  build- 
ings. A large  amount,  probably  half  a ton,  of  all  varieties  of  files  and 
other  gun-making  tools  in  the  original  packages  were  destroyed;  the 
gunstocks  and  barrels  and  muskets  destroyed  here  have  been  reported 
by  the  ordnance  officers.  The  smoke-stacks  of  six  manufactories  of  vari- 
ous kinds  were  thrown  over  or  blown  up.  Ten  tons  of  machinery,  said 
to  belong  to  the  Confederate  States,  found  packed  in  boxes  under  a 
shed  on  the  common,  was  destroyed,  consisting  of  a stationary  engine 
and  lathe  and  other  machinery,  the  use  of  which  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. The  destruction  of  all  property  mentioned  in  the  directions  is 
believed  to  be  entire  and  complete.  The  above  list  does  not  include 
the  entire  amount,  but  is  as  accurate  as  the  circumstances  will  admit. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  YORKE, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Af^st.  Inspector- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


IIdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Muddy  Springs^  tS.  C.,  February  30,  I860. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodiiull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Ma.jor:  1 res])ectfully  report  that  I left  camp  at  Columbia  at  1 p.  m. 
to-day,  marching  out  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  Fourth  Division,  on 
the  direct  Camden  road,  encamping  at  9 p,  m.  about  thirteen  miles 
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from  Columbia,  with  my  troops  facing  north  and  south.  My  head- 
quarters are  near  the  springs,  and  but  a short  distance  from  the  road- 
side. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Muddy  Bun,  S.  (7.,  February  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  broke  camp  at  9 a.  m. 
to-day,  marching  to  this  point,  where  it  arrived  at  5 p.  m.  and  is  now 
all  here. 

My  headquarters  are  about  300  yards  west  of  the  main  road. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

* Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Three  Miles  North  of  Muddy  Springs,  S.  €.,  February  20,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
on  Charlotte  Eailroad,  near  Columbia,  at  7 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and 
marched  on  neighborhood  roads  to  main  Camden  road,  striking  same 
four  miles  from  Columbia;  thence  on  Camden  road  to  near  Eoberts’, 
and  then  north  on  Winnsborough  road  to  intersection  of  Winnsborough, 
Columbia  and  Camden  roads,  the  advance  reaching  camp  at  4 p.  m. 
Distance  marched,  twenty- two  miles.  The  position  of  the  division  is 
as  follows:  The  left  of  the  First  Brigade  rests  upon  the  Winnsborough 
and  its  right  upon  the  Camden  road,  fronting  northeast.  The  right  of 
the  Second  Brigade  rests  upon  the  Columbia  road,  and  fronts  in  a 
northerly  direction.  These  headquarters  are  established  on  the  left  of 
the  Winnsborough  road,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special*  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  near  Muddy  Springs,  S.  C., 

No.  21.  ) February  20,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
sharp,  on  the  Winnsborough  road,  crossing  Twenty-five  Mile  Creek, 
past  Bound  Top;  thence  across  the  Winnsborough  and  Camden  road 
toward  Poplar  Springs,  the  formation  of  the  column  as  follows,  viz.  First, 
Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Artillery, 
with  one  regiment  in  rear.  Second,  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  moving  by 
the  side  of  the  trains,  extended  so  as  to  guard  them  in  the  best  possible 
manner.  Third,  trains  in  the  following  order:  1,  Ten  wagons  of  ord- 
nance; 2,  ambulances;  3,  train  of  advanced  brigade;  4,  ordnance  train; 
5,  supply  train.  Fourth,  First  Brigade  Infantry,  with  one  regiment 
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thrown  by  the  side  of  the  supply  train.  The  pioneer  corps  will  move 
in  advance,  and  its  train  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance  and  supply  trains, 
until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry, 

Columbia^  S.  C..  February  20^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : Pursuant  to  orders  I left  camp  Saturday,  the  18th  instant, 
at  3 p.  m.,  and  marched  on  the  Bluff  road  to  OhappelPs  iffautation,  ten 
miles  from  Columbia,  where  I encamped  for  the  night.  The  morning 
of  the  19th  I struck  camp  at  6 a.  m.,  rode  to  Gadsden  Station,  where 
I found  the  depot  and  rebel  commissary  burned.  From  Gadsden  Sta- 
tion I marched  to  Kingsville  and  destroyed  the  rebel  warehouses  which 
were  filled  with  rebel  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores;  also,  the 
depot  and  other  railroad  buildings.  At  this  place  we  captured  a tele- 
graph operator  in  the  act  of  firing  the  Goverument  stores.  I sent  the 
Twenty-ninth  Missouri  to  the  Wateree  River,  holding  the  Seventh 
Illinois  in  reserve  near  Kingsville.  At  the* river  we  destroyed  the  rail- 
road bridge  and  the  trestle-work  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  former 
was  about  375  ieet  long;  the  latter  three  miles  in  length.  The  bridge 
was  completely  destroyed  and  the  trestle-work  fired  in  twenty  differ- 
ent places.  Having  burned  the  bridge  I returned,  destroying  the 
bridges  and  culverts  in  my  rear.  All  this  was  accomplished  without 
opposition.  We  met  with  only  five  rebels,  who  ran  upon  the  approach  of 
the  command.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  destroyed  ten  or  twelve 
railroad  cars  and  about  300  bales  of  cotton.  Returning,  camped  last 
night,  the  19th  instant,  at  Adams’ plantation;  struck  camp  at  12  p.  m. 
and  marched  to  this  place,  where  I arrived  at  6 o’clock  this  a.  m. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  BURKHARDT, 

Major  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Rice  Creek  Springs^  S.  (7.,  February  20^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Blair,  Jr., 

Comdg.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Arrny  of  the  Tennessee : 

• General  : I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  some  of 
our  soldiers  have  been  commiJtting  the  most  outrageous  robberies  of 
watches,  jewelry,  &c.  A case  lias  come  to  my  notice  where  a watch 
and  several  articles  of  jewelry  were  stolen  by  a foraging  xiarty  under 
the  eye  of  the  commissioned  officer  in  charge.  Another,  where  a brute 
had  violently  assaulted  a lady  by  striking  her,  and  had  then  robbed  her 
of  a valuable  gold  watch.  In  one  instance  money  was  stolen  to  the 
amount  of  $150,  and  another,  where  an  officer  with  a foraging  party  had 
allowed  his  men  to  take  rings  off  the  fingers  of  ladies  in  his  i)resence. 
To-day  a soldier  was  found  i)lundering,  arrested,  placed  under  the 
guard  of  one  of  General  Corse’s  orderlies,  and  was  liberated  by  some  of 
his  comrades  who  had  arms  in  their  hands,  and  who  threatened  the  life 
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of  the  guard.  These  outrages  must  be  stopped  at  all  hazards,  and  the 
thieves  and  robbers  who  commit  them  be  dealt  with  severely  and  sum- 
marily. I am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  a regularly  organized 
banditti  who  commit  these  outrages  and  who  share  the  spoils.  I call 
upon  you  and  upon  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  you,  who  have 
one  spark  of  honor  or  respect  for  the  profession  which  they  follow,  to 
help  me  put  down  these  infamous  proceedings  and  to  arrest  tne  per- 
petrators. Please  furnish  to  every  inspector,  provost-marshal,  and 
officer  in  charge  of  a foraging  party  a copy  of  this  letter,  and  enjoin 
them  to  be  on  the  watch  to  stop  these  infamous  proceedings,  and  to 
bring  to  justice  the  individuals  who  commit  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


(Same  to  General  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Level  Fost-Officej  S.  (7.,  February  20,  1865, 

Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Adjt.  Oen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  My  command  is  encamped  on  the  railroad  fifteen  miles 
from  Columbia.  The  railroad  is  destroyed  two  miles  beyond  here.  I 
shall  occupy  Winnsborough  to-morrow  evening,  and  will  destroy  as 
much  of  the  road  as  possible. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Alajor- General, 


Special 'Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ro.  47.  } Doho,  8.  C..  February  20,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Maj.  Geii.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.  on  the  direct  road  to  Winns- 
borough. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  Avill  follow  the 
First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  fol- 
low the  Third  Division,  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  10  o’clock. 

Each  division  commander  will  detach  one  brigade  to  destroy  rail- 
road. The  brigade  from  the  Fourth  Division  will  move  at  8 o’clock, 
and  commencing  two  miles  from  their  present  camp  will  destroy  three 
miles.  The  brigade  from  the  Third  Division  will  move  at  7.30  o’clock, 
commencing  five  miles  from  General  Smith’s  camp  Avill  destroy  three 
miles.  The  brigade  from  the  First  Division  will  move  at  7 o’clock, 
and  commencing  eight  miles  from  General  Smith’s  camp  will  destroy 
three  miles. 

' Col.  J.  B.  Yates,  commanding  First  Michigan  Engineers,  will  assign 
three  companies  from  his  regiment  to  each  brigade  to  twist  the  rails, 
and  the  brigade  commander  v ill  pile  the  ties  and  rails  for  burning  in 
such  manner  as  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  engineers  may  direct.  As 
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soon  as  the  work  is  completed  the  brigades  will  proceed  via  Eidgeway 
to  camp,  which  will  be  on  the  railroad  within  about  five  miles  of 
Winnsborongh. 

The  train  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  move  next  after  the 
train  of  the  Third  Division  and  will  be  followed  by  the  bridge  train. 

The  train  of  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and 
of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  i)repared  to  move  at  7.30 
o^clock  and  will  await  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Mrs.  O^NeiVs  Rouse^ 

No.  14.  ) February  20.,  1865. 

The  movements  of  the  corps  to-morrow  will  be  as  follows : 

General  Garlin  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  from  his  present  position  upon 
the  main  road  toward  Winnsborongh,  endeavoring  to  keep  abreast 
with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which  will  move  in  the  same  direction  from 
S.  Owens’  in  the  morning. 

General  Baird  will  march  at  6 a.  m.,  crossing  Kinkish  Bridge,  over 
Little  Elver,  and  following  General  Garlin. 

General  Morgan  will  move  with  the  trains  of  the  corps  at  10  a.  m., 
and  will  follow  the  column. 

Corps  headquarters  and  the  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  trains 
will  move  in  rear  of  General  Baird. 

Further  orders  will  be  given  the  division  commanders  during  the 
day. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Owens’’  Farm,  February  20,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Winnsborongh,  as  fol- 
lows : Second  Division  at  6.30  a.  m..  Third  Division  at  7 a.  m.,  First  Divis- 
ion at  8 a.  m.  The  troops  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  march 
ill  advance,  unencumbered  with  wagons.  Ten  ammunition  wagons  to 
each  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  will  follow  the  Third  Division. 
The  First  Division  will  march  with  and  protect  the  wliole  train  of  the 
corps.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the  advanced 
brigade  of  the  Second  Division;  one  section  will  report  to  General 
Jackson,  to  march  with  the  rear;  the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  Second  Division.  The  wagons  of  the  artillery  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  twenty  ammunition  wagons.  The  pontoon  train 
will  follow  the  artillery  wagons,  starting  at  8 a.  m.  The  cattle  herds 
will  accompany  the  trains.  The  pack  train  of  the  two  advanced 
divisions  will  march  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

GIJAS.  MOYEE, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  30.  ) Charleston,  8.  (7.,  February  20,  1865, 

I.  The  post  of  Morris  Island  will  be  immediately  transferred  to 
Charleston  City.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  the 
transportation. 

*##**#* 

I V.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  O.  Bennett,  Twenty-first  TJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is 
hereby  placed  in  command  of  the  city  of  Charleston.  He  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

V.  Major  Willoughby,  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is  hereby 
appointed  provost-marshal-general  of  the  city  of  Charleston.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

******  ^ 

VII.  The  orders  creating  the  posts  of  Morris  and  Folly  Islands  are 
hereby  revoked. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8,  C.,  February  20,  1865, 
No  soldier  will  be  permitted  to  enter  Charleston  City  without  a pass 
from  his  commanding  officer.  None  but  regimental  commanders  and 
commanding  officers  of  detachments  will  give  such  permits.  Every 
man  without  a pass,  except  the  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Col- 
ored Trooi^s,  will  be  immediately  arrested  and  turned  over  to  the  pro- 
vost-guard. All  soldiers  detailed  in  the  staff  departments  will  be 
immediately  provided  with  passes.  These  passes  will  be  printed  and 
will  be  distinguished  by  a mark  easily  recognizable.  Blanks  will  be 
furnished  immediately. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

First  Separate  Brigade, 
Charleston,  8,  C,,  February  20,  1865, 

Lieutenant  Quinn, 

Commanding  Battery  B,  Third  Feiv  Yorlc  Artillery: 
Lieutenant:  Your  battery  will  move  out  to  the  j)icket-lines  and 
report  to  Colonel  Kozlay.  Lieutenant  Dodge,  Third  Rhode  Island 
Artillery,  will  command  the  same  until  further  orders.  The  Thirty- 
third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  detached  with  the  battery  is  hereby  relieved. 
Their  places  will  be  supplied  from  the  Third  New  York  Artillery, 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Capt.,  21st  TJ,  8,  Colored  Troops,  and  Actg,  Asst,  Adjt,  Gen. 
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City  Point,  Ya.,  February  20^  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Fort  Fisher: 

General  Halleck  telegraphed  me  at  11  a.  m.  to-day  that  the  last  of 
your  troops  will  get  off  to-day.  Canvas  pontoons  will  be  sent  from 
Washington  and  New  York,  and  the  deficiency  in  length  of  bridging 
will  be  supplied  as  soon  as  possible. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  ^0,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Fort  Fisher i N.  C.: 

The  rebel  Government  will  deliver  a large  number  of  our  ]irison- 
ers  to  us  near  Wilmington  during  the  present  and  ensuing  week.  If 
our  agent  of  exchange  is  not  there,  receive  them  and  forward  to 
Annapolis.  Bo  not  allow  this  exchange  of  prisoners  to  interfere  in  any 
manner  with  your  proposed  military  operations.  Eelieve  General 
Meagher,  to  proceed  to  his  place  of  residence  and  report  by  letter  to 
the  Adjutant- Gen  era!  for  orders.  Eichmond  papers  of  to-day  report 
that  Charleston  was  evacuated  on  the  14th  [17th].  General  Sherman 
is  in  possession  of  Columbia.  Beauregard  is  falling  back  toward  Char- 
lotte, N.  C.,  where  he  is  expected  by  the  enemy  to  make  a stand.  The 
advance  of  Sherman  is  reported  at  Winnsborough. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Town  Creehj  February  20^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

I have  one  brigade  across  the  creek  by  the  fiat-boat,  another  passing. 
They  will  soon  move  around  to  the  fiank  of  the  enemy’s  position. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Town  Creek,  February  20,  1865 — 6 j).  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding : 

After  great  labor  I succeeded  in  getting  three  brigades  across  the  ‘ 
creek  and  through  the  rice  fields,  and  about  4 o’clock  struck  the  Wil- 
mington road  nearest  the  river,  some  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  the 
rebel  position.  I ordered  Moore’s  brigade  across  to  the  Wilmington 
road  farthest  from  the  river,  and  with  Casement’s  and  SterPs  bri- 
gades came  straight  down  in  rear  of  the  rebels.  They  had  a light  line 
of  works  facing  the  rear  and  two  guns  in  position.  Our  men  charged, 
carrying  the  line,  capturing  the  artillery,  and  about  375  prisoners, 
including  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade.  I hope  Moore  has 
intercepted  others  who  fled  toward  the  Manchester  road  in  utter  con- 
fusion. My  casualties  are  about  thirty.  There  is  no  enemy  where  the 
fleet  are  exploding  shells. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
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February  20,  1865—7.30  a.  m. 


Major-General  Schofield  : 

I liave  not  yet  received  tlie  written  orders  sent  to  me  last  night. 

A.  H.  TEKKY, 

Major-  General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

No.  38.  ) Fort  Fisher^  N.  (7.,  February  20^  I860. 

The  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps, 
will  report  direct  to  these  headquarters  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEKBY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Marching  Orders.]  Headquarters  IJ.  S.  Forces, 

Federal  Point,  N.  (7.,  February  20, 1865. 

The  divisions  of  Generals  Ames  and  Paine  will  advance  up  the  main 
road,  Paine’s  division  leading.  Abbott’s  brigade  will  advance  up  the 
military  road.  Should  the  enemy  be  found  in  his  expected  position 
beyond  Mott’s  Creek,  the  main  body  will  attack  them  in  front,  while 
Abbott’s  brigade  attacks  his  left  flank  and  endeavors  to  turn  it. 
Myrick’s  battery  will  accompany  the  main  body;  Lee’s  battery  will 
accompany  General  Abbott.  General  Abbott  will  not,  without  further 
orders,  advance  more  than  two  miles  beyond  his  present  position  on 
the  military  road.  He  will  endeavor  to  keep  up  communication  with 
the  main  body  by  couriers  and  patrols,  and  will  keep  the  commanding 
general,  who  accompanies  the  main  body,  constantly  informed  of  his 
progress.  He  will  also  reconnoiter  all  roads  by  which  he  can  cross  to 
the  main  road. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Terry: 

A.  TEKBY, 

Assistant  Adjutaiit-  Ge^ieral. 


P'ebruary  20,  1865. 

Major  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I found  the  enemy  in  strong  force  behind  entirely  new  intrench- 
ments.  I shall  intrench  myself  for  to-night  in  this  position  unless  I 
receive  other  orders  from  General  Terry. 

AMES, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  51.  ( Neio  Berne,  A.  (7.,  February  20,  1865. 

***###* 

V.  In  view  of  the  very  extensive  operations  that  are  about  to  com- 
mence, and  Morehead  City  being  the  most  important  point  upon  the 
whole  line  of  sea  coast,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  the  headquarters 
of  the  Sub-District  of  Beaufort  and  the  quarters  of  all  the  officers 
connected  therewith  be  at  Morehead  City,  and  it  is  therefore  so 
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ordered.  The  garrisou  of  Beaufort  will  be  one  company  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Massachusetts  Volunteers.  All  other  troops  will  be  removed 
elsewhere.  The  headquarters  of  the  First  Korth  Carolina  (Union) 
Volunteers  will  be  at  Fort  Macon,  where  it  was  ordered  to  be  when 
that  regiment  was  first  sent  to  the  Sub-District  of  Beaufort.  The  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regiment  shall  be  the  commandant  of  that  fort. 
*##**#* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer : 

J.  A.  JUDSON^, 
Assista)i t A djiitant-  Genera  1. 


[February  21,  1865. — For  Grant  to  Meade,  relating  to  re-enforce- 
ments of  cavalry  for  Sherman,  &c.,  see  Vol.  XLVl,  Part  I,  p.  609.] 


City  Point,  February  21^  1865. 

(Beceived  3.30  p.  m.) 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  to-day’s  Kichmond  papers: 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. — CHARLESTON. 

Od  last  Thursday  night,  the  16th  instant,  our  forces  evacuated  Charleston,  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  enemy  took  possession  during  the  next  day.  Many  guns  must 
have  been  abandoned  by  our  troops,  but  it  is  consoling  to  know  that  the  Yankees 
got  little  else.  There  was  no  cotton  at  Charleston  to  gladden  Lincoln’s  heart,  and 
the  city  itself  was  little  better  than  a deserted  ruin.  Several  telegraph  operators, 
all  of  them  men  of  Northern  birth,  did  not  come  out  with  our  forces,  but  remained 
to  receive  the  Yankees. 

FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Winnsborough,  S.  C.,  is  thirty-seven  miles  this  side  of  Columbia,  and  it  is  rumored 
this  morning  that  the  enemy  have  occupied  it.  The  News,  published  there  on  the 
16th,  stated  that  the  day  before  a large  drove  of  Government  stock,  consisting  of 
about  460  head  of  cattle  and  the  same  amount  of  sheep,  passed  through  Winns- 
borough from  Anderson.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  another  large  lot  passed 
through,  bound  for  a point  out  of  the  reach  of  Sherman’s  scouts. 

Goldsrorough,  19th. 

A Yankee  force  from  New  Berne,  some  500  strong,  passed  through  Greenville  3^ester- 
day,  and  when  last  heard  from  were  advancing  on  Tarborough.  It  is  thought  to  be 
a mere  raiding  party.  General  Baker  is  after  them.  Another  party  is  reported  coin- 
ing up  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse.  This  needs  confirmation.  No  trouble  is  antici- 
pated. 


FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. — RAIDS  ON  TARBOROUGH  AND  GOLDSBOROUGII. 

It  is  said  that  a cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  was  advancing  on  Tarborough  on 
Tar  River,  near  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad.  A force  Guimbers  unknown) 
is  also  reported  as  moving  on  Goldsborough  from  New  Berne,  along  the  south  bank 
of  the  Neuse.  We  fear  there  is  much  truth  in  these  statements.  The  enemy  have 
for  several  weeks  been  coiu'entrating  at  New  Berne.  Raleigh  is  100  mileg  from  New 
Berne;  Goldsborough  is  midway  between  the  two  xilaces.  It  was  reported  that  a 
large  Yankee  cavalry  force  was  advancing  on  Salisbury  from  East  Tennessee,  but 
there  was  nothing  in  it.  The  Senate  bill  to  raise  200,000  negro  soldiers  will,  it  is 
understood,  be  pas.sed  to-daj^  in  secret  session.  It  is  said  a similar  bill  passed  the 
House  of  Renresentatives,  in  secret  session,  jmsterday. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City,  February  21^  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington.,  D.  C.  : 

Sir  : I have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a communica- 
tion from  Col.  James  A.  Hardie,  inspector-general  U.  S.  Army,  dated 
10th  instant,  furnishing  extracts  for  the  information  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General concerning  the  march  of  General  Sherman’s  army  to 
Savannah,  &c.  The  remarks  on  the  march  of  infantry  alongside  of  the 
trains  are  interesting.  The  Quartermaster- General  in  passing  over  the 
route  of  the  rebel  march  to  Gettysburg  noticed  that  this  had  been  the 
practice  of  that  army,  the  troops  marching  in  the  fields  on  each  side  of 
the  turnpike,  which  was  occupied  by  the  trains.  In  regard  to  the  suf- 
fering for  want  of  forage  after  the  arrival  of  General  Sherman’s 
army  at  Savannah,  from  all  that  the  Quartermaster-General  could  learn 
while  at  Savannah,  it  resulted  from  the  delay  in  opening  navigable 
communication  with  Hilton  Head,  to  which  point  all  the  forage  ordered 
by  the  military  authority  was  ordered  from  the  North,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a portion  sent  by  General  Grant’s  order  to  Pensacola.  Daily 
shipments  equivalent  to  35,000  rations  were  made  from  the  time  it  was 
evident  that  General  Sherman  would  strike  the  coast  at  Savannah,  and 
the  Quartermaster-General  believes  that  these  shipments  were  regularly 
made.  The  exceeding  roughness  of  the  weather  delayed  some  of  the 
vessels.  One  arrived  while  the  Quartermaster-General  was  at  Savan- 
nah, having  been  twenty-four  days  out  of  New  York.  All  that  was 
possible  was  done,  and  with  greater  success  than  is  recorded  of  such 
great  movements  in  other  countries.  General  Sherman  left  some  4,000 
animals  at  Savannah  and  informed  the  Quartermaster-General  that  he 
had  enough.  The  loss  appears  ‘to  have  fallen  principally  upon  the 
artillery  and  cavalry  which  remained  in  Savannah,  expecting  every  day 
that  the  obstructions  would  be  removed  and  supplies  brought  up. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quarter  master -General  TJ.  S.  Arniy^  and  Brevet  Major-General. 


General  Orders,  ')  War  Department, 

V Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

No.  24.  ) Washington.,  February  21.,  1865. 

Ordered,  That  a national  salute  be  fired  to-morrow  noon,  February 
22,  at  West  Point,  and  at  every  fort,  arsenal,  and  army  headquarters 
of  the  United  States,  in  honor  of  the  restoration  of  the  flag  of  the 
Union  upon  Fort  Sumter. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  to  hand.  This  column  is  moving  as 
per  your  orders  received  and  will  reach  the  point  designated.  Generals 
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Slocum  aucl  Kilpatrick  will  also  be  at  the  points  intended,  where  all 
will  be  in  communication  to-night,  and  you  can  also.  All  well. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Harrison’s  Cross-Roads,  S.  0.  (Dr.  Boyd’s), 

February  21^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Alississiypi : 

General:  I arrived  at  this  point  at  about  1 p.  m.  My  headquar- 
ters are  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Boyd,  near  the  cross-road  which  leads  to 
Poplar  Springs.  It  is  five  miles  from,  this  point  to  Poplar  Springs. 
General  Corse,  who  leads  to-day,  will  push  out  on  that  road  some 
distance. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — General  Woods’  division  was  marched  to  Longtown  with  a 
view  to  making  a demonstration  at  Mickles’  Ferry.  It  will  join  us  at 
Peay’s  Ferry,  the  next  ferry  north. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters,  &c., 
Winnshorough.,  February  21^  [1865] — 6 p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard  : 

Dear  General:  Generals  Slocum  and  Davis  are  here.  Slocum 
sends  his  pontoons  and  wagons  to-morrow  straight  for  the  ferry  at  Rocky 
Mount  Post-Office  by  Gladden’s  Grove.  He  will  keep  four  divisions 
breaking  road  up  as  far  as  the  Chester  District  line,  and  aim  to  cross 
his  whole  command  the  day  after  to-morrow.  Let  Blair  finish  up  the 
road  good  to  this  point,  and  then  assemble  at  Poplar  Springs  and 
efi'ect  a crossing  of  the  YCateree,  prepared  to  get  ail  across  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  Slocum  will  assemble  his  command  at  Gladden’s. 
Communicate  with  me  there  or  at  Rocky  Mount.  After  crossing,  Slo- 
cum and  the  cavalry  will  have  the  road  from  Lancaster  to  Chesterfield 
and  you  from  your  ferry  straight  for  Cheraw,  dipping  a little  south,  to 
get  on  the  Camden  road.  I will  kee^)  with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which 
is  Slocum’s  right. 

Y ours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Afajor- Genera  /,  Comm  anding. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  45.  ) Uarrison^s  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 

Tlie  movements  to-morrow  at  0.30  a.  m.:  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 
commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  march  his  First  Division,  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods  commanding,  to  Peay’s  Ferry,  causing  a sliglit 
demonstration  to  be  made  at  Mickles’  Ferry.  A small  force  will  also 
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be  sent  to  gnarcl  tbe  crossings  of  Wateree  Creek.  The  other  three 
divisions  of  the  corps  will  move  to  Peay’s  Ferry  via  Poplar  Spring. 
The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
move  to  Poplar  Spring.  The  bridge  train,  in  case  it  is  still  with  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  behind  the  ordnance  train  of  the 
leading  division  of  that  corps.  If  it  is  with  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
it  will  move  in  rear  of  the  leading  division  of  that  corps.  Department 
headquarters  Avill  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAF^  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Near  Longtoivn^  S.  (7.,  February  21.,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fiftee^itJi  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  I started  out  of  camp  about  9 
a.  m.  to-day,  following  out  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division.  Leaving  it, 
however,  after  having  gone  some  ten  miles,  I continued  with  my  com- 
mand in  the  direction  [of]  Longtown,  camping  within  one  mile  of  that 
place  at  8 in  the  evening,  two  brigades  looking  toward  it,  with  one 
facing  back  on  the  road  over  which  I had  marched.  My  headquarters 
are  within  one  mile  of  the  cross-roads  at  Longtown. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  B.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Alajor-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

J)utchma7i^s  CreeJc,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull. 

Assistant  A djuiant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  left  camp  this  morning 
at  9.30  o’clock,  closely  following  the  lYurth  Division,  marching  to  this 
point,  which  it  reached  a little  after  dark.  My  headquarters  are  about 
400  yards  east  of  the  crossing. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ilar7iso)ds  Cross-Roads,  tS.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  A^nny  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  intersection  of  Columbia,  Camden,  and  Winnsborough  roads  at  noon, 
and  marched  via  Pound  Top  and  Concord  Church  to  Harrison’s  Cross- 
Poads,  encamping  at  11.45  ]).  m.  The  ground  upon  which  the  com- 
mand is  encamped  was  chosen  with  reference  to  the  comfort  of  the 
troops  rather  than  for  defensive  purposes.  Head(iuarters  are  at  the 
fork  of  the  roads;  distance  marched,  seventeen  miles. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  on  Dutchman'’ s Creek,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  this  instant:  1 broke  camp  near  Muddy  Springs 
at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  moved  past  Found  Top  across  Twenty-five  Mile 
Creek  to  the  Camden  road,  striking  it  at  a point  about  three  miles  dis- 
tant from  Eidgeway,  and  thence  to  the  right  along  the  Camden  road 
to  the  intersection  by  the  Focky  Mount  road,  down  which  I have  moved 
my  command  two  miles  and  placed  it  in  position  and  bivouac  on  the 
south  bank  of  Dutchman’s  Creek. 

I have  marched  my  division  twenty-one  miles,  most  of  the  route 
traversed  being  by  private  roads. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COFSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  1 Hdqrs.  Fourth  Dw.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  on  Dutchman’s  Creek,  S.  C., 

No.  22.  ) February  21,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  7 a.  m. 
to-morrow,  the  22d  instant,  on  Wateree  Fiver,  taking  the  Focky  Mount 
road,  in  the  following  order : 

First,  Third  Brigade  Infantry  and  battery;  second,  trains  in  same 
order  as  the  21st  instant;  third,  First  Brigade  Infantry,  marching  by 
the  side  of  the  trains;  fourth.  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  strong 
rear  guard,  which  will  bring  forward  all  stragglers  of  whatever  com- 
mand. 

Inasmuch  as  this  division  will  probably  be  the  rear  of  the  column, 
the  troops  will  be  in  readiness,  but  will  not  move  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEFTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Simpson’s  Turnout,  8.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  : My  command  is  encamped  at  this  point,  six  miles  from 
Winnsborongh.  We  have  destroyed  thirteen  miles  of  railroad  to-day. 
I shall  move  to-morrow,  via  Winnsborongh,  to  Poplar  Spring,  destroy- 
ing the  road  to  Winnsborongh.  I am  obliged  to  go  by  the  latter 
place,  as  there  is  no  road  leading  direct  from  hereto  Poplar  Spring. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FFANK  P.  BLAIF,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Special- Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  48.  ( Simpson’s  Station,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 

The  march  to  morrow  will  be  via  Winnsborough  to  Po^ilar  Spring 
Post-Ofiice, 
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The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  j)repared  to  move  at  9 o’clock. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10  o’clock. 

The  train  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division  train. 

A brigade  from  each  division  will  be  detached  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road. The  First  Division  will  destroy  two  miles,  commencing  at  the 
station  and  working  north.  The  Fourth  Division  will  destroy  the  next ' 
two  miles,  and  the  Third  Division  the  next  two  miles.  The  work  will 
be  done  in  the  same  manner  as  to-day ; that  is,  the  rails  will  be  twisted 
by  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  and  Col.  J.  B.  Yates, 
commanding,  will  assign  three  companies  to  each  brigade  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  work  will  be  commenced  on  the  road  at  6 a.  m.,  and  as  soon 
as  finished  the  working  parties  will  move  forward,  following  the  com- 
mand. 

The  trains  of  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and. 
of  these  headquarters  will  move  next  after  the  troops  of  the  Third. 
Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair; 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

A ss  i s tan  t A dj u tcm  t-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Winnshorougli^  S.  (7.,  February  J21,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Army : 

General:  My  command  occupied  Winnsborough  this  morning  at 
10  o’clock.  A part  of  it  is  now  destroying  the  railroad  north  of  this 
place.  I shall  await  further  orders  from  you  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Special  I Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  24.  ) Winnsborough^  8.  (7.,  February  21,  1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  with  the 
trains  of  the  entire  corps  and  all  the  pontoon  trains,  will  move  at  6 
a.  m.  to-morrow  and  march  to  Bocky  Mount  Post-Office,  on  the  Catawba 
Biver.  General  Williams  will  endeavor  to  effect  a crossing  at  that 
point  and  lay  a pontoon  bridge.  The  Second  Division,  Twentieth 
Army  Corps,  will  be  emi)loyed  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  as  far 
north  as  White  Oak,  and  will  hold  Winnsborough  until  this  destruc- 
tion is  completed.  The  trains  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  under  one  divis- 
ion, will  encanq)  to-morrow  night  near  Wateree  Meeting  House.  The 
other  two  divisions  will  break  the  railroad  as  far  north  from  White 
Oak  as  possible,  and  will,  with  trains,  be  marched  on  the  23d  to  Bocky 
Mount  Post-Office,  on  the  Wateree  Biver. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

BOBT.  P.  DECHEBT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


517 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Near  Wmnsborough,  S.  (7., 

No.  15.  ) February  21^  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows: 

General  Carlin  will  move  at  G a.  m.  by  the  most  direct  road  from 
Adger’s  to  the  vicinity  of  Springwell  Post-Office,  and  will  destroy  the 
railroad  from  that  point  back  to  Youngsville. 

General  Baird,  marching  at  G.3()  a.  m.,  will  move  to  White  Oak  and 
will  destroy  the  road  from  that  point  to  Youngsville. 

General  Morgan,  with  the  trains  of  the  corps,  will  move  in  the  rear 
of  General  Baird  to  White  Oak  and  thence  to  Wateree  Meeting  House, 
and  will  park  the  trains  to-morrow  night  at  that  point,  on  the  left-hand 
side  of  the  road  from  Winnsborough  to  Gladden’s  Grove  Post-Office. 

The  reserve  artillery  and  ammunition  trains  will  move  at  G a.  m.  in 
the  rear  of  General  Baird  to  White  Oak,  and  thence  to  Wateree 
Meeting  House,  and  will  encamp  at  that  point. 

Corps  headquarters  will  be  with  General  Carlin’s  division. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

lAetitenanf- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  S.  (7., 

February  21,  1865, 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  this  corps  will  march  to-morrow 
toward  Eocky  Mount  Post-Office,  as  follows : 

Third  Division,  without  trains,  at  G.30  a.  m.;  First  Division  at  7 a.  m. 
General  Jackson  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover  all  the  trains 
of  the  corps.  He  will  detail  three  regiments  as  a rear  guard.  One 
section  of  artillery  will  march  with  the  rear;  one  battery  will  march  in 
rear  of  General  Ward’s  advance  brigade.  The  balance  of  the  artillery 
will  march  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division.  The  order  of  march  of  the 
trains  will  be:  Pontoon  train  immediately  behind  the  artillery.  Third 
Division  train.  First  Division  train.  Second  Division  train.  General 
Geary  will  leave  a sufficient  force  at  Winnsborough  to  hold  that  place, 
and  with  the  balance  of  his  command  will  continue  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  northward  to  White  Oak  Station.  As  soon  as  this  is  done  he 
will  march  his  whole  command,  via  Eocky  Mount  Post  Offiice,  to  rejoin 
the  corps. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Actinfi  Assisfeuit  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — This  order  will  supersede  the  former  order  given  for  to-mor- 
Tow’s  operations. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  S.  (7.,  February  21,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General:  The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you 
move  all  the  trains  of  tlie  corps  escorted  by  your  division  to  the  vicinity 
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of  Wateree  Creek,  near  Wateree  Church,  starting  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow. 
The  trains  will  move  in  the  following  order:  Artillery,  pontoon  train, 
Second  Division,  Third  Division,  First  Division.  An  advanced  guard 
of  three  regiments  will  be  sufficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Beaver  Bam  Creelc,  8.  (7.,  February  21.,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  : The  bre  vet  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  corps  will  march  from  here  to-morrow  to  the  vicinity  of 
Wateree  Meeting  House. 

In  the  absence  of  other  orders,  he  desires  that  as  soon  as  you  have 
completed  the  destruction  of  that  part  of  the  railroad  assigned  to  you 
that  you  rejoin  the  corps  with  your  command  at  the  above-mentioned 
point.  General  Ward  is  ordered  to  destroy  the  railroad  from  the  upper 
road  crossing  to  White  Oak  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  I Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  15.  j Winnshorough^  8.  C.,  February  21^  1865. 

During  to-morrow  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  this  division 
will  continue  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  northward  as  far  as  White 
Oak,  if  possible. 

The  destruction  must  be  performed  most  thoroughly.  One  mile  well 
destroyed  is  worth  two  half  done. 

The  First  Brigade  will  remain  on  duty  in  Winnsborough  and  vicinity. 

Orders  will  be  issued  to-morrow  indicating  at  what  point  the  bri- 
gades will  concentrate. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary. 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Winnsborough,  February  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  I presume  you  now  lobe  about  Lemon’s  or  Buckhead 
Post-Office,  and  base  my  present  calculations  on  that  supposition.  I 
would  like  you  to  move  with  your  whole  force  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Black  Stocks  Depot  or  Springwell  Post-Office,  taking  position  and 
maneuvering  so  as  to  seem  to  be  the  advance  of  the  whole  army  in  the 
direction  of  Chester ville  and  Charlotte,  and  to  cover  General  Davis’ 
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operations  in  breaking  up  the  railroad  as  far  as  he  can  during  to-morrow 
and  next  day.  As  soon  as  Davis  withdraws  to  cross  the  Catawba,  move 
with  him  and  cross  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Catawba  (or  Wateree)  on  Slo- 
cum’s pontoons,  which  will  be  laid  at  Rocky  Mount  Post-Office.  I would 
like  to  have  you  all  across  during  the  night  of  the.23d,  so  you  can  move 
next  day  on  Lancaster.  I would  like  to  have  the  railroad  bridge  across 
Bioad  River  at  the  mouth  of  Tiger  burned,  and  think  the  enemy  him- 
self will  burn  it  if  you  approach  it  or  send  a small  x)arty  to  threaten 
it;  also  several  of  the  bridges  and  trestles  on  the  same  railroad  below 
where  it  crosses  Broad  River  about  Ashford’s  Ferry  and  Dawkins’,  f 
hope  you  have  already  damaged  that  road  considerably.  I wish,  as  a 
rule,  whenever  you  are  near  a railroad,  you  will,  unless  cautioned  oth- 
erwise, have  your  men  burn  bridges,  depots,  and  water-tanks,  and 
break  switches;  also,  all  sawmills  should  be  destroyed,  not  only 
burned,  but  the  engines  and  boilers  disabled.  Davis  will  be  near  you 
and  will  be  at  hand  in  case  of  need,  but  I don’t  want  you  to  be  drawn 
off  so  that  you  can  not  have  your  trains  and  men  ready  to  pass  the 
pontoons  during  the  night  of  the  23d.  Better  caution  your  com- 
manders so  as  to  keep  in  the  foragers,  else  they  will  be  left  behind,  as 
some  were  about  Columbia.  I w^ill  be  with  this  wing  some  days,  and 
should  like  to  see  you  either  here,  or,  better,  at  the  bridge  in  crossing 
the  Catawffia.  I inclose  you  General  Slocum’s  orders  for  to-morrow 
and  next  day.*  General  Howard  will  be  at  Poplar  Spring  and  Peay’s 
Ferry. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN^, 

Major- Oeneralj  Co7nmanding. 


February  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

Scouts  have  been  from  General  Terry’s  left  to  the  river,  but  without 
meeting  the  enemy  or  head  of  General  Ames’ column.  They  struck 
the  river  at  a crib  wharf.  The  enemy’s  line  seems  not  to  reach  the 
river,  but  General  Ames  should  find  out. 


COMSTOCK, 


Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Ca^nphelVs  Island^  N.  (7.,  February  21^  1805. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

General  : The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  see  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  inclosed  order  t (Special  Orders,  No.  10,  paragraph  3). 
The  general  further  directs  that  you  have  all  troops  that  may  arrive 
landed  at  Fort  Fisher  (Federal  Point)  until  further  orders.  From 
there  they  will  march  to  join  their  respective  commands,  iirovidiiig 
themselves  with  three  days’  rations  when  they  start. 

Very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Ceneral. 

*See  Si)ecial  Field  Orders,  No.  21,  p.  516. 


t See  j).  520. 


520 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

CamphelVs  Island^  N.  0.,  February  21^  1865 — 5,15  p,  m, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  George  S.  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

General  : I have  decided  not  to  transfer  General  Cox’s  troops  to- 
night, and  may  not  do  it  at  all.  Hence  1 send  yon  the  Christopher,  to 
assist  in  unloading  the  troops  which  have  just  arrived.  As  soon  as 
yon  have  them  unloaded  bring  them  directly  to  this  place  and  land 
them  on  the  eavSt  bank.  I would  like  to  get  them  all  to  this  place  to- 
morrow, if  possible.  Laud  the  horses  at  the  Point  and  let  them 
march  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


r.  S. — Send  some  ambulance  horses  to  General  Terry  as  soon  as  you 
get  them. 


J.  M.  S. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  10.  ; CamphelVs  Island^  N.  (7.,  February  21,,  1865. 

*•*#*#** 

III.  All  the  pontoons,  flats,  and  navy  small  boats  will  be  ready  at  or 
near  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  by  4 o’clock  this  p.  m.  to  carry  troops 
across  the  river. 

The  lightest  draft  steamer  will  be  near  the  steamer  S.  K.  Spauld- 
ing to  render  any  assistance  that  maybe  necessar}^  Two  steamers 
will  be  at  Fort  Anderson  by  dark  this  evening  to  transfer  Major-Gen- 
eral Cox’s  artillery  horses  and  wagons  to  Federal  Point. 

IV.  The  steamer  Russia  will  proceed  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  C.,  with 
dispatches  to  be  delivered  at’Morehead  City.  She  will  await  dispatches 
from  General  Palmer  and  return  to  these  headquarters,bringing  a party 
of  operators  and  telegraph  repairers  for  duty  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  arid  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Campbell’s  Island,  N,  C.,  February  21,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Tiventy -third  Army  Corps : 

If  you  can  destroy  the  bridge  over  Brunswick  River  or  break  the 
railroad  to-day  do  so,  but  be  ready  to  cross  the  river  early  this  evening 
near  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

February  21^  1865. 

General  Cox : 

General  : My  last  report  from  General  Terry  indicates  that  he  will 
not  be  able  to  force  the  enemy  back  from  the  position  held  by  him  last 
evening.  General  Terry  thinks  Hoke  has  his  whole  force  in  his  front. 
It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  transfer  your  troops  to  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  to-night.  The  men  will  be  put  across  in  small  boats  near 
the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  unless  Terry  succeeds  in  effecting  a lodgment 
higher  up.  In  the  latter  event  I will  signal  you.  Otherwise,  move 
your  troops  to  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  without  further  orders.  Let 
your  artillery  and  animals  go  down  to  Fort  Anderson.  I will  have 
them  sent  from  that  place  by  steamers  to  Federal  Point  this  evening. 

If  you  can  destroy  the  bridges  over  the  Brunswick  River  to-day  do  so, 
but  in  any  event  be  ready  to  commence  crossing  the  river  by  dusk  or 
earlier  if  practicable.  You  might  perhaps  send  back  a brigade  or  two 
while  the  others  are  doing  the  work. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brunsivick  River  Ferry,  February  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commandmg : 

My  head  of  column  reached  this  jilace  about  1 o’clock.  The  rebels 
had  partially  destroyed  their  pontoon  bridge,  but  from  the  wreck  I 
got  several  boats  and  have  put  a regiment  over  on  the  island.  They 
got  most  of  the  way  across  when  the  enemy  opened  with  one  gun,  com- 
manding the  straight  road.  As  the  rest  of  the  island  seems  imprac- 
ticably swampy  this  checked  our  reconnaissance,  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  the  rebels  are  evacuating.  They  have  made  immense  fires, 
the  smoke  of  which  you  must  have  seen,  indicating  that  they  are 
destroying  turpentine,  &c.  A few  skirmishers  were  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Brunswick  River  when  we  reached  it,  but  they  ran  at  once. 
The  enemy  has  destroyed  all  flat-boats  within  reach,  but  I may  hunt 
some  up.  I am  i)ushing  a reconnaissance  farther  up  the  river  by  way 
ol  threatening  to  cross  above  the  island  and  so  hasten  their  move- 
ments. I shall  put  my  command  in  position  covering  the  crossing  and 
the  Georgetown  road,  and  watch  the  movements  in  the  town.  The 
railroad  bridge  across  Brunswick  River  is  partially  destroyed,  and  we 
hear  the  cars  on  the  other  side  of  the  town  from  here.  I cannot  doubt 
that  General  Terry  will  have  an  open  road  in  the  morning,  and  think 
from  the  general  indications  that  I am  entirely  secure  here.  I will 
face  in  all  directions  and  get  all  the  intelligence  I can  while  awaiting 
orders.  There  is  no  railroad  or  other  bridge  over  Cape  Fear  River. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 

M ajor-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Brunswick  Bridge,  February  21,  1865—6  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

Your  dispatch  directing  movement  is  only  just  received,  the  messen* 
ger  having  lost  his  way.  As  I am  eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Town 
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Creek,  and  it  is  already  dark,  your  directions  cannot  be  literally  fol- 
lowed, and  the  circumstances  impress  me  so  strongly  with  the  belief 
that  the  enemy  are  about  to  evacuate  Wilmington  to  night,  that  I 
venture  to  send  one  brigade  now  and  wait  farther  orders  before  with- 
drawing all.  It  will. take  all  night  to  get  the  whole  command  to  Town 
Creek,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  cross  them  all,  beginning  at  an  hour 
so  much  later  than  you  anticipated  when  sending  the  dispatch.  Some 
engineers  on  the  railroad  who  have  come  into  my  lines,  several  other 
citizens,  and  a number  of  slaves  all  agree  in  reporting  the  inten- 
tion of  evacuating  immediately.  The  destruction  of  immense  quan- 
tities of  property  since  I came  up  this  evening  looks  the  same  way.  I 
have  collected  and  repaired  nearly  all  of  the  pontoons  and  materials  of 
the  bridge,  and  had  begun  relaying  them  when  your  dispatch  came.  I 
cannot  retire  my  own  force  now  without  it  appearing  a retreat.  I 
would  be  entirely  willing  to  stay  here  with  one  brigade,  and  should 
feel  quite  confident  that  I could  at  any  time  bring  it  off  safely,  if  we 
remained  here  several  days  even.  Thinking  you  would  not  desire 
more  troops  at  Town  Creek  than  you  can  cross  to-night,  I have  there- 
fore thought  you  would,  if  you  knew  all  the  circumstances,  think  it 
right  to  send  the  one  brigade;  and  if  more  can  cross  I can  still  send 
them,  so  as  to  be  not  much  behind  the  others  if  the  messenger  makes 
reasonable  haste.  1 believe  I mentioned  in  a former  dispatch  that  the 
rebels  themselves  destroyed  the  Brunswick  Eiver  railroad  bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Heaix^uarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
February  21^  1865 — 7.15  p.  m. 


General  Cox : 


General  : My  orderlies  and  your  signal  officer  seem  to  have  got  lost, 
and  I have  heard  nothing  from  you  since  10.30  a.  m.  1 sent  an  order 
to  you  by  an  orderly  on  foot  about  noon,  but  do  not  feel  at  all  certain 
that  it  has  reached  you.  I want  you  to  move  back  abreast  of  the  fleet, 
just  above  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek,  to-night,  and  be  ready  to  cross 
the  river  at  dawn  of  day  in  the  morning.  Send  all  your  wagons  and 
horses  to  Fort  Anderson.  The  men  will  cross  in  small  boats.  Better 
send  a regiment  with  your  wagons,  horses,  and  artillery.  Should  the 
enemy  be  in  force  in  your  front  it  might,  be  necessary  to  cross  Town 
Creek  before  crossing  the  river.  About  this,  act  according  to  your 
judgment.  1 intended  you  to  cross  the  river  to-night,  but  it  is  now  too 
late. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

February  21^  1865 — 10.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty -third  Army  Corps : 
General:  Your  dispatch  of  0 p.  m.  is  Just  received  and  is  highly 
satisfactory.  The  one  of  an  earlier  date,  but  the  hour  not  given,  came 
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at  tlie  same  time.  About  7 o’clock  I sent  another  to  you  directing  you 
to  come  back.  I hope  this  will  reach  you  in  time  to  take  its  place.  My 
orders  were  based  upon  General  Terry’s  report  of  an  increase  of  the 
force  in  his  front,  and  that  of  prisoners  that  Hardee’s  forces  had  arrived 
from  Charleston.  I think  you  would  certainly  have  learned  it  if  the 
latter  were  true.  That  you  have  sent  one  brigade  back  is  well.  You 
may  send  another  as  soon  as  you  get  this  dispatch.  Keep  the  other 
two  where  you  are  until  daylight  in  the  morning.  Then  if  the  rebels 
have  gone  you  can  enter  the  town,  taking  care  to  hold  the  river  cross- 
ings. If  the  enemy  has  not  gone,  or  you  are  not  positive  that  he  is 
going,  then  move  back  and  cross  the  river  as  before  directed. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Kortii  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

CamphelVs  Island,  N.  C.,  February  31,  1865—10.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Tiventy -third  Army  Corps : 
General  : Send  back  another  brigade  as  soon  as  you  get  this  dis- 
patch. Keep  the  other  two  where  you  are  until  daylight  to-morrow. 
Then  if  the  enemy  has  gone  you  can  enter  the  town,  taking  care  to  hold 
the  river  crossing.  If  the  enemy  has  not  gone,  or  you  are  not  positive 
that  he  is  going,  then  come  back  and  cross  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brunstcieh  Ferry,  February  21,  1865 — 11.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

Your  dispatch  of  7.15  is  just  received.  That  sent  this  morning 
reached  me  at  dark.  I shall  jiut  the  Uest  of  the  command  in  motion 
immediately  in  accordance  with  your  orders. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brunswick  Ferry,  February  21,  1865 — Midnight. 
^laj or- General  Schofield, 

Commanding : 

Your  dispatch  of  10.20  received  in  time  to  stop  two  brigades.  Hen- 
derson’s and  Moore’s  have  gone  forward  and  will  rejiort  at  the  river 
above  Town  Creek.  1 will  inform  you  of  any  changes  in  the  morning. 
The  railroad  employes  who  came  in  to  me  informed  me  positively  that 
Hardee’s  troops  had  not  come  here. 

J.  D.  COX, 

ilf ajor- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Brtinstvich  Ferry^  February  21j  1805 — Midnight. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Henderson, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

I have  received  a dispatch  from  General  Schofield,  coiinterinandiDg 
in  part  my  movement.  You  will,  however,  follow  Moore  with  your 
brigade  according  to  former  orders.  The  rest  of  the  division  I will  keep 
here.  You  will  report  to  General  Schofield  and  please  deliver  or  send 
to  him  the  inclosed  dispatch.*  Your  horses  will  go  to  Fort  Anderson. 

Let  one  of  your  men  who  goes  with  them  notify  the  wagons  at  our  old 
camp  to  come  forward  according  to  first  order.  Your  regimental  bag- 
gage is  already  at  Fort  Anderson.  Communicate  with  General  Scho- 
field in  regard  to  getting  it  over  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

CamjybelVs  Island^  February  21,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commandmg  U.  8.  Forces  Fast  of  Cape  Fear  River : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  dispatch!  inclosing  one  from 
General  Ames.  I approve  of  your  determination  to  call  him  in  and 
concentrate  your  troops  to-night.  Hold  on  where  you  are  until  I can 
get  more  troops  on  that  side  of  the  river.  I have  not  heard  from  Cox 
since  10.30  a.  m.,  when  he  was  near  the  mouth  of  Brunswick  Eiver.  I 
will  send  him  across  the  river  to-morrow.  He  will  not  get  back  in 
time  to  cross  to-night. 

About  5,000  more  troops  have  arrived  oft  the  bar  and  are  now 
unloading.  I hope  to  get  them  up  to-morrow.  Please  show  this  to 
General  Comstock  if  he  is  still  with  you. 

V ery  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Before  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty -fourth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  with- 
draw your  force  from  your  present  position  to  the  ground  in  the  rear 
of  our  main  line,  where  Abbott’s  brigade  was  encamped  last  night, 
first  breaking  down  the  bridges  which  you  have  constructed  across 
Barnard’s  Creek.  He  desires  you  to  leave  a small  picket  at  the  mill- 
dam;  also  to  leave  pickets  for  observation  between  the  mill-pond  and 
the  swamp  on  the  lelt  of  our  main  line.  Your  withdrawal,  of  course, 
should  be  conducted  in  perfect  silence,  so  as  to  leave  the  enemy  with 
the  impression  that  you  are  still  there. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEBY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


See  uextj  ante. 


t Not  found. 
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Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  2F  1865. 

(Keceived  1.25  a.  m.  25tli.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Arrived  here  from  Charleston  this  morning  and  shall  return  there 
to-morrow,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Arago  with  Northern  mails.  There 
are  eight  locomotives  and  other  rolling-stock  in  Charleston,  but  I want 
some  engineers  to  run  them.  I also  want  two  good  railroad  superin- 
tendents and  some  workmen.  I am  already  advancing  on  the  Wilming- 
ton Eailroad,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  aid  General  Sherman  by  reaching 
the  Santee  River  with  supplies  for  him.  I have  no  news  from  Slierman 
later  than  his  reported  capture  of  Columbia.  1 hope  to  capture  George- 
town in  a few  days,  either  by  an  attack  from  the  sea  or  by  moving 
down  with  a force  north  of  the  Santee  River. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major- General.,  Commanding. 


(Copy  sent  by  Halleck  to  Grant,  February  25.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charlest07ij  S.  C.,  February  21.,  1865. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Admiral  : I am  moving  a force  out  on  the  Northeastern  Railroad 
toward  the  Santee  River,  in  order  to  have  supplies  there  for  General 
Sherman,  should  he  require  them.  If  it  be  practicable  to  ascend  the 
Santee  River  with  transports  it  would  cover  my  movement  and  open  up 
even  a better  line  for  sending  supplies  on  than  the  railroad.  Could  you 
send  some  gun-boats  up  on  a reconnaissance  in  order  to  get  information 
as  to  the  cliaracter  of  that  stream?  Deserters  report  the  battery  at 
Georgetown  to  be  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  I hope  to  be  able  to  send 
a few  hundred  men  there  to-morrow,  and  request,  if  convenient,  that  a 
couple  of  gun-boats  be  detailed  to  accompany  them.  Will  you  please 
inform  me  if  this  can  be  done? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Comynanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commayiding  District  of  Savannah,  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  I inclose  herewith  a communication*  to  the  commanding 
general  Confederate  forces  operating  near  this  department.  You  will 
have  it  xJaced,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  rebel  pickets  nearest  your  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

*See  Giliinore  to  Coinriianding  Geucral  Coufederate  Forces,  Department  of  Soutli 
Carolina,  &c.,  February  16,  p.  452. 
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War  Department, 

Washington  City,  February  21^  1865 — 2 p,  m. 

Major-General  Dix, 

Few  Yorh  : 

This  Department  has  received  the  official  report  of  Major-General 
Gillmore,  announcing  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  to 
the  U.  S.  forces  under  his  command,  at  9 o’clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
the  18th  instant.  Among  the  captured  property  are  200  pieces  of  good 
artillery  and  a supply  of  fine  ammunition.  The  enemy  burned  their 
cotton  warehouses,  arsenals,  quartermaster  stores,  railroad  bridges,  two 
iron-clads,  and  some  vessels  in  the  ship-yard. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Governor  Bradford, 
Annapolis,  Md. ; Governor  Fenton,  Albany,  N.  Y. ; Governor  Andrew, 
Boston,  Mass.;  Governor  Smith,  Providence,  E.  I.;  Governor  Bucking- 
ham, New  Haven,  Conn. ; Governor  Smith,  Saint  Albans,  Vt. ; Governor 
Gilmore,  Concord,  N.  H.;  Governor  Cony,  Augusta,  Me.;  Governor 
Brough,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Governor  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Gov- 
ernor Oglesby,  Springfield,  Ilk;  Governor  Stone,  Davenport,  Iowa; 
Governor  Lewis,  Madison,  Wis. ; Governor  of  Michigan,  Detroit;  Gov- 
ernor Fletcher,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. ; Governor  Carney,  Kansas  City,  Kans.) 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  22^  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  to-day’s  Eichmond  papers: 

Our  readers  will  cheerfully  forego  their  desire  to  be  ajiprised  of  the  pending  mili- 
tary movements  in  the  Carolinas  when  they  are  informed  that  our  reticence  is  in 
compliance  with  wishes  which  have  been  communicated  to  all  the  newspapers. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Engineer  Department, 

W ashmgton,  February  22,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Armies,  the.,  dtc..  City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  Your  order  of  the  10th  instant  for  a bridge  equipage  for 
General  Schofield,  communicated  to  this  department  by  General  Hal- 
leck,  chief  of  staft‘,  has  been  filled  as  follows:  Fifty  canvas  boats,  nine- 
teen boat  wagons  (16-feet  reach),  thirty  chess  wagons  (9-feet  reach), 
and  a full  supply  of  balks  and  chesses,  and  army  wagons  for  the  trans- 
])ortation  of  the  balks  and  chesses.  These  supplies  are  now  going  on 
board  the  transports  at  this  city  for  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EICH’D  DELAFIELD, 
General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 


For  portion  of  dispatch  here  omitted  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  628. 
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Confidential.]  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  D.  6’.,  February  22^  1865. 

Colonel  Card: 

General  Gillmore  has  orders,  as  soon  as  he  is  in  possession  of  Charles- 
ton, to  diminish  the  force  in  the  Department  of  the  South  to  what  will 
enable  him  to  hold  the  most  important  points  and  to  send  every  man 
he  can  spare  to  North  Carolina.  The  result  of  this  measure  will  be  to 
diminish  the  consumption  of  supplies  in  the  Department  of  the  South. 
The  transportation  wagons  and  animals  of  the  detachment  lately  sent 
by  General  Thomas  from  the  Tennessee  River  to  New  Orleans  will  fol- 
low the  troops  as  rapidly  as  steamers  can  be  provided  to  move  them. 
Please  read  and  sign  this  and  return  it. 

Respectfully, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General.,  Brevet  Major-General. 
(Same  to  Colonel  Brown.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Peayh  Ferry.,  8.  0.,  February  22^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  A negro  has  just  come  in  who  left  Charleston  on  Friday. 
The  rebels  all  left  Charleston  the  same  day  and  our  troops  immediately 
took  possession  of  the  city.  He  says  they  left  the  city  in  a great  hurry, 
leaving  several  light  batteries  for  want  of  horses,  all  their  heavy  guns, 
and  their  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores.  He  accompanied 
the  troops  as  far  as  Summerville  and  Laurence,  where  they  stopped. 
Another  negro  has  come  in,  who  was  employed  in  the  engineer  depart- 
ment on  James  Island.  He  left  that  place  one  week  ago  last  Monday. 
He  says  all  the  engineers  left  the  same-  day,  going  direct  through 
Charleston  north.  He  came  through  Camden  last  Monday.  Says  that 
General  Beauregard  was  there  then,  but  not  many  troops.  He  says 
the  people  are  not  going  to  destroy  the  bridge,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  be 
better  for  the  town  if  it  should  be  captured.  The  pontoon  bridge  at 
this  point  was  begun  at  1 p.  m.  There  was  only  a picket-post  here, 
which  ran  away  at  the  approach  of  our  soldiers. 

V ery  respectful  ly, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j Rocky  Mount  Fost-OffieCj  February  22^  1865 — Op.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  Yours  of  to-day  from  Peay’s  Ferry  has  just  been  re- 
ceived. General  Sherman  desires  me  to  say  he  would  like  to  have 
you  put  your  whole  command  over  the  river  witli  due  expedition,  and 
suggests  it  would  be  well  to  moveout  in  the  direction  intended  some  ten 
or  twelve  miles,  say  Russell  Place,  until  the  high  or  table  land  may  be 
reached.  He  also  wishes  you  to  reconnoiter  for  roads  toward  Cheraw 
well,  and  toward  Camden.  Two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  with 
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tlie  entire  train  of  this  wing  have  readied  this  point  and  are  mostly  in 
camp.  The  bridge  is  completed  ready  for  crossing.  The  balance  of 
the  command  are  destroying  railroad. 

I am,  general,  yours,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Depa_rtment  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  46.  ) Near  Peayh  Ferry ^ S.  C.,  February  22^  1865. 

I.  The  movements  to-morrow  will  commence  at  6.30  a.  m.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
cross  the  Wateree  at  Peay’s  Ferry  and  move  by  the  most  direct  route, 
via  Liberty  Hill  and  lied  Hill  Post-Office,  to  lower  Williams’  Cross- 
lioads.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  com- 
manding, crossing  the  Wateree  at  Pea^^’s  Ferry,  will  move  by  the  most 
direct  route,  via  Liberty  Gill  and  Bussell  Place,  to  the  cross  roads  at 
Williams’,  near  Copeland’s.  If,  in  any  way,  corps  commanders  can  facil- 
itate the  movement  of  the  refugee  train,  or  better  provide  for  those 
belonging  to  it,  the  order  from  these  headquarters  organizing  that 
train  can  be  so  far  modified  by  them  as  they  think  best.  As  soon  as 
the  Seventeenth  Arm;y  Corps  has  crossed  the  Wateree  the  bridge  will 
be  taken  up  and  will  follow  that  corps.  Department  headquarters 
will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

II.  All  foragers  and  others  not  authorized  to  be  mounted  will  be  dis- 
mounted at  the  crossing  of  the  Wateree,  and  the  worthless  animals 
will  be  abandoned  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Corps  commanders  will 
charge  their  chief  quartermaster  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Wateree  Biver^  8.  C.,  February  22^  1865. 

Major-General  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Owing  to  the  utter  impossibility  of  moving  the  refugee 
train  over  the  heavy  and  difficult  roads  of  the  country  with  any  pros- 
pect of  getting  it  into  camp  at  a reasonable  time  for  the  comfort  of  the 
refugees  themselves,  or  of  the  division  with  which  it  moves,  the  gen- 
eral commanding  has  decided  to  divide  the  train  proportionately  among 
the  respective  divisions  of  the  corps.  The  sections  will  report  for 
to-morrow’s  march  as  they  may  be  assigned,  and  division  commanders 
will  please  designate  an  appropriate  place  for  them  in  their  column 
and  see  that  they  (the  refugees)  are  rationed  and  properly  cared  for 
in  every  particular.  Should  any  brigade  or  division  commander  desire 
to  have  a refugee  family  move  with  his  headquarters,  he  will  be  allowed 
to  receive  them,  but  must  charge  himself  with  their  care  and  protec 
tion.  At  any  time  durii'g  the  campaign  should  improper  persons  be 
found  with  the  column  the  general  commanding  directs  they  be  at  once 
removed  from  the  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hazen,  J.  E.  Smith,  and  Corse.) 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cam]^  near  Feay^s  Ferry ^ 8.  (7.,  February  22^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  at  6.30  o’clock  this  morning  I 
received  orders  to  march  and  at  once  started  on  the  road  toward 
Mickles’  Ferry,  as  directed.  Turning  at  Harrison’s  to  the  left,  I sent 
forwa.’d  two  regiments  to  the  ferry  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  dem- 
onstration ordered.  No  evidence  of  the  enemy  was  found  at  the  ferry. 
Continuing  on  the  road  toward  Peay’s  Ferry,  I arrived  in  its  vicinity 
a^  4 p.  m.,  going  into  temporary  camp  with  my  troops,  where  I am  at 
present  awaiting  orders.  • My  headquarters  are  at  Peay’s  plantation. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  P.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Alajor- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  8.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 

Capt.  Fred.  H.  Wilson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Division,  15th  Army  Corps : 
Captain  : In  compliance  with  your  request,  I have  the  honor  to  for- 
ward the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  soldiers  captured  during 
the  night  of  the  fire  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  by  this  brigade:  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  136  enlisted  men;  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  260  enlisted 
men;  total,  396. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  . 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier -General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Liberty  Hill,  8.  C.,  February  22, 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  state  that  until  the  reception  of  Special  Orders, 
No.  53,  of  this  date,  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  I had 
supposed  the  mounting  of  foragers  authorized,  if  not  in  orders,  at 
least  from  custom  and  necessity.  Upon  this  supposition  I had  directed 
my  brigade  commanders  to  mount  about  5 per  cent,  of  their  com- 
mand for  the  purpose  of  gathering  food.  They  had  done  this  at  no 
little  trouble  and  had  just  reported  that  they  could  subsist  their  bri- 
gades with  but  little  assistance  from  the  commissary  of  subsistence. 
This  cannot  be  done  without  mounting  the  foragers,  and  as  our  main 
sui)plies  must  be  derived  this  way,  I would  most  respectfully  call  espe- 
cial attention  to  this  subject.  Late  orders  regulating  issues  from  the 
wagons  make  it  necessary  for  each  division  of  the  army  to  procure 
from  the  country  about  7,000  pounds  of  food  daily,  which  amounts  do 
not  exist  along  the  immediate  lines  of  march,  but  must  be  procured 
from  points  more  or  less  remote  along  the  flanks.  It  is  as  much  as 
footmen  can  do  to  make  long  marches  along  the  straight  line  of  the 
road.  I have  given  the  subject  of  loraging  my  closest  attention  since 
it  was  adopted  as  our  means  of  subsisting  the  army,  and  have  at  no 
time  permitted  more  than  the  minimum  number  necessary  to  perform 
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the  duty  to  be  mounted,  and  unless  they  are  so  authorized  or  mount 
themselves  without  authority  this  command  cannot  be  properly  fed. 
This  is  corroborated  by  all  my  brigade  commanders,  who,  with  myself, 
desire  only  the  best  interests  of  tlie  service.  On  the  late  campaign  in 
Georgia  I found  no  difficulty  in  supplying  my  command  and  furnished 
22,000  rations  to  needy  trooi^s,  but  at  no  time  had  a less  per  cent,  than 
5 of  my  men  mounted  and  never  had  any  of  them  dismounted.  Should 
this  arrangement  be  broken  up  my  supplies  will  fall  short  of  absolute 
necessity. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Aeur  Liberty  Rill.,  8.  C.,  February  22 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- 0 eneral : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  6.30  this 
morning,  marching  to  the  Wateree  Eiver  (Peay’s  Ferry),  making  that 
point  at  11  a.  m.,  and  after  waiting  till  3.30  p.  m.  it  crossed  the  pontoon 
bridge  and  marched  to  this  point,  making  it  at  about  sunset.  My 
headquarters  are  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  near  the  crossing  of 
Singleton  Creek. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Peay^s  Ferry ^ 8.  0.,  February  22.,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  Harrison’s  Cross-Eoads  at  7 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched  via  Pop- 
lar Springs ’to  Peay’s  Ferry,  crossing  the  Wateree  Eiver  after  dark  and 
encamping  with  reference  to  the  comfort  of  the  troops  near  the  river  at 
8.30  p.  m.  The  rear  of  the  command  did  not  arrive  in  camp  until  11.30 
p.  111.,  the  passage  of  the  column  being  frequently  interrupted  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  the  bridge.  Headquarters  are  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  south  of  the  main  road ; distance  marched,  eleven  miles. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fieldj  near  Wateree  Creeh^  8.  C.,  February  22^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  this  day:  I broke  camp  at  8 a.  m.  and  moved 
upon  the  Eocky  Mount  road  via  Poplar  Springs  and  the  intersection 
of  the  Carlyle  Court-House,  Winnsborougli,  and  Eocky  Mount  roads, 
taking  the  right-hand  and  direct  road  to  Peay’s  Feny  and  tlie  Wateree 
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Eiver.  near  wliicli  I have  placed  my  command  in  bivouac,  having 
marched  ten  miles.  One  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  cotton  were  burned 
by  my  orders  during  the  day. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-General, 


Circular  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

> In  the  Field,  near  Water ee  River,  S.  €., 

No.  5.  ) February  22,  1865. 

At  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  the  23d  instant,  this  command  will  be 
stripped  of  all  horses  and  mules  not  allowed  by  existing  orders  and 
regulations,  by  orders  from  corps  headquarters  j and  the  trains  of  this 
division,  especially  the  ordnance,  are  much  in  need  of  mules  to  haul 
them,  the  march  during  the  past  few  days  having  used  up  many  of  the 
animals.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  all  surplus  animals  in  this 
division,  including  those  used  by  forage  details,  be  turned  over  to 
Capt.  H.  R.  Benjamin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  before  march- 
ing to-morrow  morning.  After  crossing  the  river  a new  system  of 
foraging  will  be  inaugurated  and  twenty  animals  furnished  to  each 
brigade  to  mount  details  for  that  purpose  from  the  quartermaster’s 
department.  Officers  of  the  inspector-general’s  department  will  report 
any  officer  who  attempts  to  avoid  compliance  with  this  order. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Water  ee  River,  IS.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 

Major  Burkhardt, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Mounted  Infantry: 

Major:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you 
to  move  your  command  in  advance  of  the  leading  division,  which  will 
break  camp  at  6.30  o’clock.  You  will  please  reconnoiter  for  a road 
from  Liberty  Hill  to  Flat  Rock  Post-Office  via  either  Russell  Place  or 
Red  Hill  Post-Office,  and  will  start  your  parties  at  a sufficiently  early 
hour  to  accomplish  some  good. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

> Near  Poplar  Springs  Post-Office, 

No.  49.  ) February  22,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  forward  on  the  direct  road  to-morrow  and 
cross  the  Wateree  at  Peay’s  Ferry. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
have  the  advance  and  will  move  at  7 a.  m. 

The  First  Regiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  command- 
ing, with  their  tool  wagons,  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow 
the  engineer  regiment  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  8 o’clock. 
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The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  folloAv 
the  First  Division  and  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock. 

The  train  of  tbe  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  train  of  the 
First  Division. 

The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  follow  the  ordnance  wagons  of 
the  rear  brigade  of  the  Fourth  Division. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  forward  on  the  direct 
road  to  Peay’s  Ferry  at  6.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

G.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  22j  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  move  your  troops  on  the  left  of  your  train  to-morrow,  also  not 
to  let  any  foragers  go  out  until  we  cross  the  river,  and  to  dismount  all 
unauthorized  parties  at  the  bridge.  After  crossing  the  river  a brigade 
from  your  command  will  wait  unfcil  the  bridge  is  taken  up,  when  they 
will  move  forward,  covering  it. 

y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  16.  j Douglass^  Rouse,  February  22,  1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as 
follows : 

General  Carlin  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  upon  the  direct  road  toward 
Gladden’s  Grove  Post-Office.  Should  he  before  reaching  that  place  dis- 
cover any  good  road  leading  more  directly  to  Eocky  Mount  Post-Office 
via  Gladden’s  Grove  [sic]. 

General  Baird,  marching  at  6.30  a.  m.,  will  follow  General  Carlin. 

Corps  headquarters  will  move  between  the  two  divisions. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  i Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  16.  ) Water ee  Church,  S.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Eocky  Mount  Post-Office, 
starting  at  6.30  a.  m.  Order  of  brigades:  Second,  Third,  First. 

The  train  will  march  in  rear  of  the  leading  brigade. 

***»##* 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 
Douglass^  House,  near  Blaeh  Stocks  Station,  February  22,  1865. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton,  A.  A.  G.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississipjyi : 

Major:  I am  now  encamped  at  Springville  [Springwell],  on  rail- 
road, and  across  to  J.  Y.  Mills’  house,  on  Little  Eocky  Creek.  My 
advance  has  been  to  within  five  miles  of  Chesterville.  A portion  of 
Wheeler’s  cavalry  is  at  that  point,  but  he  and  Hampton  are  moving 
toward  Landsford.  General  Carlin  encamps  to-night  at  Youngsville. 
I will  move  at  an  early  hour  for  the  pontoon,  and  my  first  brigade  (Gen- 
eral Atkins)  will  be  at  the  river  ready  to  cross  at  3 i:>.  m.  to-morrow. 
By  rapid  marching  I can  reach  Lancaster  before  the  half  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  can  reach  that  point.  I think,  however,  they  are  marching  for 
Charlotte.  Cheatham  has  not  yet  crossed  Broad  Eiver;  was  making 
preparations  to  do  so  to-day.  The  bridges  you  wished  destroyed  were 
all  burned  by  Captain  Northrop  of  my  staff.  An  infantry  lieutenant 
and  seven  men  were  murdered  yesterday  by  the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry 
after  they  had  surrendered.  We  found  their  bodies  all  together  and 
mutilated,  with  paper  on  their  breasts,  saying,  Death  to  foragers.” 
Eighteen  of  my  men  were  killed  yesterday  and  some  had  their  throats 
cut.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this,  general,  and  I have  sent  Wheeler 
word  that  I intend  to  hang  eighteen  of  his  meo,  and  if  the  cowardly 
act  is  repeated,  will  burn  every  house  along  my  line  of  march,  and  that 
can  be  reached  by  my  scouting  parties.  I have  a number  of  prisoners, 
and  shall  take  a fearful  revenge.  My  people  were  deliberately  mur- 
dered and  by  a scouting  party  of  300  men  commanded  by  a lieutenant- 
colonel.  I will  try  and  see  the  general-in-chief  at  the  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Ojf  Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Comdg.  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  I am  just  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  to-day,* 
stating  that  you  are  about  to  move  a force  toward  the  Santee  Eiver, 
and  asking  if  I could  send  some  gun-boats  on  a reconnaissance  in  that 
river.  In  reply,  I am  able  to  inform  you  that  with  a view  to  some  com- 
munication with  General  Sherman  I had  already  placed  two  gun-boats 
inside  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  and  have  ordered  other  vessels  there, 
to  be  in  readiness  for  any  movement  that  might  be  of  use  to  General 
Sherman.  The  Santee  has  but  little  depth  at  its  bar,  and  I am  there- 
fore obliged  to  send  such  vessels  as  can  enter.  The  Geranium,  a tug  of 
about  six  or  seven  feet  draft,  was  sent  there,  with  two  howitzer 
launches,  to  pioneer  the  way  for  the  McDonough,  and  to  examine  the 
channel  as  well  as  the  road  to  Georgetown.  I just  learn  that  the  Gera- 
nium finds  it  too  rough,  and  is  now  at  Georgetown  awaiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  into  the  Santee,  but  she  will  no  doubt  obey  the  orders  as 
soon  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  Am  I to  understand  that  the  gun-boats 
are  to  accompany  the  troops  from  this  place  to  Georgetown  or  after 
they  reach  that  place?  Orders  for  either  will  be  given  if  you  will  please 
to  let  me  know  what  you  desire. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  South  Atlantie  Bloekading  Squadron. 


See  2l8t,p.525. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  S.  0.,  February  22^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division^  Department  of  the  South  : 

General  : I am  most  anxious  that  yon  should  reach  here,  so  that  I 
can  put  Colonel  Van  Wyck’s  brigade  under  the  control  of  General 
Schimmelfennig.  The  One  hundred  and  hfty-seventh  NTew  York  Eegi- 
ment,  if  not  a part  of  Van  Wyck’s  brigade,  must  be  sent  with  it.  If 
the  reports  from  Georgetown  be  confirmed,  a very  small  force  will  suf- 
fice for  that  diversion,  and  General  Schimmelfennig  will  make  it.  I 
shall  want  the  balance  of  your  command  very  soon  for  operations  else- 
where, and  want  them  in  good  condition. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  S.  C\,  February  22,  1865. 

Memorandum  for  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig: 

First.  Communication  should  be  opened  with  General  Hatch.  Sec- 
ond. Colonel  Van  Wyck’s  brigade  should  be  placed  on  the  Northeastern 
Eailroad  without  delay.  Third.  Colonel  Brown’s  regiment  (One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers)  to  make  a diversion  to 
Georgetown ; batteries  at  that  xjlace  to  be  dismantled.  Fourth.  If  x^rac- 
ticable.  Colonel  Brown’s  force  should  then  be  sent  up  the  Santee  to  the 
railroad  bridge,  to  join  General  Potter;  ascertain  the  practicability 
from  the  navy.  Fifth.  Eations  arriving  from  Hilton  Head  need  not  be 
unloaded. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennig, 

Commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  Admiral  Dahlgren  will  furnish  the  necessary  co-operation  for  the 
Georgetown  expedition,  and  you  are  therefore  requested  to  communicate 
with  him.  The  expedition  must  get  oft'  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you 
desire  any  action  upon  any  matters  of  especial  imx)ortance,  please  send 
word  to  the  major-general  commanding,  on  board  steamer  Diamond, 
any  time  this  evening.  The  major  general  commanding  directs  that 
your  provost-marshal  be  ordered  to  allow  no  citizen  to  land  here  with- 
out a pass  from  proxier  authority. 

Very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Nortpi  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  22^  1865. 

Lieutenant- General  Grant, 

City  Fointj  Va. : 

General:  I Lave  tlie  satisfaction  of  announcing  the  capture  of 
Wilmington.  On  the  19th,  after  the  capture  of  Fort  Anderson,  we 
found  the  enemy  in  position  behind  Town  Creek,  and  opposite  to  its 
mouth,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  During  the  night  I transferred 
General  Ames’  division,  which  had  been  operating  with  General  Cox 
against  Fort  Anderson,  to  the  east  bank,  to  rejoin  General  Terry.  On 
the  20th  General  Terry  pushed  the  enemy  back  to  a point  about  four 
miles  from  Wilmington,  where  he  appeared  in  force  behind  strong 
intrenchments.  General  Terry’s  loss  was  about  50  men  killed  and 
wounded.  General  Cox  crossed  Town  Creek  by  the  use  of  a single  flat- 
boat,  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  in  confusion  from  the  field,  captur- 
ing 375  prisoners  and  2 pieces  of  artillery.  Yesterday  the  enemy 
concentrated  nearly  his  entire  force  against  General  Terry  and  prevented 
any  farther  advance.  General  Cox  pushed  forward  to  the  crossing  of 
Brunswick  Eiver  and  secured  possession  of  the  main  portion  of  a 
pontoon  bridge,  which  the  enemy  fired  on  his  approach.  By  the  use  of 
the  boats  General  Cox  put  some  men  on  Eagle  Island  and  threatened 
to  cross  the  river  above  Wilmington.  The  enemy  at  once  set  fire  to 
his  military  and  naval  stores,  steamers,  boats,  cotton,  &c.,  and  com- 
menced his  retreat  at  dark.  Our  troops  entered  the  city  soon  after 
daylight  this  morning.  The  enemy  has  gone  toward  Goldsborough, 
and  General  Terry  is  in  pursuit.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  since 
we  left  Fort  Fisher  is  probably  only  about  200  men.  That  of  the  enemy 
is  not  much  larger  in  killed  and  wounded,  but  we  have  taken  about 
800  prisoners,  besides  a large  number  of  stragglers  and  deserters.  A 
large  amount  of  heavy  artillery  and  a few  field  pieces  have  fallen  into 
our  hands.  The  admiral  is  now  clearing  away  the  obstructions  in  the 
river,  and  we  hope  to  get  the  transports  up  to-day. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Diy.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Yo.  14.  ( Wilmington^  N.  C.,  February  22^  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  William  J.  Jordan,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  provost-marshal  of  Wil- 
mington during  the  temporary  stay  of  this  division,  and  will  issue  such 
orders  and  regulations  for  the  establishment  of  good  order  and  disci- 
pline in  this  vicinity  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

II.  During  the  temporary  stay  of  this  division  at  Wilmington  the 
One  luindred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  is  assigned  to  duty 
as  provost  guard. 

**##**# 


By  command  of  Major-Genernl  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Getter al. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Arma"  Corps, 

Right  Banh  Brunswick  River,  February  22,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier- General  Henderson,  Comdg.  Third  Brigade : 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  yon  move  your 
brigade  to  this  place  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning,  as  you  may  prefer. 
On  arriving  here  you  will  put  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  in 
position  on  this  bank  of  the  Bruns^t^ick  Biver,  as  guard  to  the  bridge, 
and  have  them  construct  works  for  its  protection.  The  other  regiments 
you  will  please  report  with  to  these  headquarters  in  Wilmington.  On 
leaving  your  present  position  you  will  relieve  the  guards  at  Town  Creek 
bridge  and  bring  them  with  you  to  their  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COX, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 
Near  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty -fourth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  will 
recall  the  brigade  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  plank  road,  and  follow  Gen- 
eral Paine  with  your  whole  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TEREY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Xew  York,  February  22,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

You  wished  me  some  time  ago  to  see  to  the  old  Sumter  flag.  I did 
see.  It  is  in  the  vault  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce.  Can  I send  it  back 
and  have  it  posted  in  its  old  place  ? 

JOHX  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  23,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

Deserters  to-day  report  Sherman  in  Charlotte.  The  Richmond 
papers  of  to-day,  true  to  their  word  of  yesterday,  give  no  news. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Army  of  the  James, 

February  23,  1865. 


Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point : 
The  Richmond  Examiner  of  this  morning  has  the  following: 


We  learned  officially  at  a late  hour  last  night  that  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was 
yesterday  ordered  hy  the  Government  to  report  to  General  Lee  for  duty.  It  is 
believed  that  General  Johnston  will  be  immediately  appointed  to  command  the  army 
in  front  of  Sherman. 


E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  Fehruary  23^  1863. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington : 

I see  by  the  papers  that  an  effort  is  being  made  to  induce  tbe  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  General  Butler  provost-marsbal  of  Charleston  and 
South  Carolina.  I cannot  believe  this  will  be  done,  but  write  to 
respectfully  enter  my  iirotest.  There  are  many  reasons  which  I might 
give  why  General  Butler  should  not  be  placed  on  duty  again,  but 
1 think  two  of  them  are  sufficient— his  order  to  his  troops  on  being 
relieved  from  duty,  and  his  Lowell  siieech. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Lieuteyiant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field^  Rochy  Mount,  Fehruary  23,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

* Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General:  I have  just  been  down  to  the  bridge.  It  will  take  all  of 
to-day  and  to-morrow  to  get  this  wing  across  and  out.  You  may  go 
aliead,  but  keep  communication  with  me.  I expect  Kilpatrick  here  this 
p.  m.  and  will  send  him  well  to  the  left.  He  reports  that  two  of  his 
foraging  parties  were  murdered  by  the  enemy  after  capture  and 
labeled,  Death  to  all  foragers.”  Now  it  is  clearly  our  war  right  to 
subsist  our  army  on  the  enemy.  Kaiioleon  always  did  it,  but  could 
avail  himself  of  the  civil  powers  he  found  in  existence  to  collect  forage 
and  provisions  by  regular  impressments.  We  cannot  do  that  here,  and 
I contend  if  the  enemy  fails  to  defend  his  country  we  may  rightfully 
appropriate  what  Tve  want.  If  our  foragers  act  under  mine,  yours,  or 
other  proper  orders  they  must  be  protected.  I have  ordered  Kilpat- 
rick to  select  of  his  prisoners  man  for  man,  shoot  them,  and  leave  them 
by  the  roadside  labeled,  so  that  our  enemy  will  see  that  for  every  man 
he  executes  he  takes  the  life  of  one  of  his  own.  I want  the  foragers, 
however,  to  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds  for  the  sake  of  disci- 
pline. 1 will  not  protect  them  when  they  enter  dwellings  and  commit 
want^)n  waste,  such  as  woman’s  apparel,  jewelry,  and  such  things  as 
are  not  needed  by  our  army;  but  they  may  destroy  cotton  or  tobacco, 
because  these  are  assumed  by  the  rebel  Government  to  belong  to  it, 
and  are  used  as  a valuable  source  of  revenue.  Kor  will  I consent  to 
our  enemy  taking  the  lives  of  our  men  on  their  judgment.  They  have 
Install  title  to  property,  and  can  lose  nothing  not  already  forfeited ; 
but  we  should  punish  for  a departure  from  our  orders,  and  if  the  people 
resist  our  foragers  I will  not  deem  it  wrong,  but  the  Confederate  army 
must  not  be  supposed  the  champion  of  any  people.  I lay  down  these 
general  rules  and  wish  you  to  be  governed  by  them.  If  any  of  your 
foragers  are  murdered,  take  life  for  life,  leaving  a record  of  each  case. 
I am,  with  respect, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Red  Hill  Post-Office,  February  23,  1865 — 12  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

General:  Captain  Dayton’s  dispatch  of  9 p.  m.  yesterday  is  just 
received.  General  Logan’s  head  of  column  is  already  near  Flat  Eock.  • 
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General  Blair  lias  been  directed  to  reach  Kussell  Place  with  his  head 
of  column  to-night.  I have  two  bridges,  a wagon  bridge  and  foot 
bridge,  across  the  river,  and  if  it  does  not  rain  expect  to  get  every- 
thing across  before  night.  The  roads  I have  marked  out  are  for  Gen- 
eral Blair  to  move  from  Bussell  Place  to  Williams’,  near  Copeland’s, 
thence  by  country  roads  to  Young’s  Bridge;  for  General  Logan  to  move 
from  Flat  Bock  to  lower  Williams’  Oross-Boads,  thence  to  Tillersville 
Post  Office.  The  two  corps  will  then  concentrate  at  Cheraw.  I found 
a good  road  directly  from  Liberty  Hill  to  Flat  Bock.  Two  of  General 
Logan’s  divisions  are  moving  on  a road  a little  farther  south.  There 
is  a road  also  from  Bussell  Place  to  Flat  Bock,  via  an  old  mill,  that  is 
shorter  than  any  laid  down  on  the  maps.  My  headquarters  will  be  at 
this  point  to-night,  viz,  at  Patterson’s  Oross-Boads,  so  as  to  be  within 
easy  communication  with  General  Blair  and  General  Logan. 

Bespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Rocky  Mount,  February  23,  1865. 

General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General:  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.  I don’t  see  as  we  can 
do  better  than  follow  the  roads  you  have  indicated,  although  they  carry 
you  too  far  south.  Davis  will  cross  to-morrow  and  get  on  the  road 
from  Lancaster  to  Cheraw  via  Chesterfield.  Williams  is  now  at  Colonel 
Ballard’s,  but  his  trains  are  not  yet  across.  Kilpatrick  will  cross  at  7 
p.  m.,  move  out  five  miles,  and  to-morrow  move  to  Lancaster,  and 
there  await  Davis’  coming.  I will  accompany  Williams,  and  expect 
to  be  about  Hanging  Bock  to-morrow  night,  thence  will  find  a road 
across  to  Chesterfield.  I fear  much  the  present  rain  will  make  the 
roads  very  bad.  You  will  have  better  roads  and  should  move  slower. 
If  circumstances  warrant,  you  might  send  a small  cavalry  force  into 
Camden  and  get  more  positive  news  of  Charleston.  It  might  save  you 
being  troubled  by  cavalry  to  burn  the  bridge.  If  you  should  calculate 
that  you  will  reach  Cheraw  much  in  advance  of  us  you  may  threaten 
Florence,  or  actually  break  the  railroad  near  there,  to  divert  attention 
from  our  real  course. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  47.  ) Pattersoii^s  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  commence  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  via 
the  lower  Williams’  Cross-Boads  to  the  cross-roads  at  West’s.  The 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
move  by  the  country  roads  via  Copeland’s  and  Williams’  Cross-Boads 
in  the  direction  of  Young’s  Bridge,  making  sufficient  distance  to  enable 
the  corps  to  reach  that  point  the  following  day.  Department  head- 
quarters will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
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One  section  of  the  bridge  train  will  move  by  the  direct  road  from  Lib- 
erty Hill  to  Flat  Eock  Post-Office  and  follow  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps;  the  other  section  will  follow  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  A 
rear  guard  from  each  corps  will  follow  the  section  of  the  bridge  train. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[February  23,  1865. — For  complimentary  letter  from  Howard  to 
Logan,  see  Part  I,  p.  241.] 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Flat  Roclc  Chureh^  8,  C.,  February  23j  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major;  I respectfully  report  that  I left  my  camp  near  Wateree 
Eiver  at  7 this  morning,  marching  toward  the  ferry,  crossing  on  the 
pontoon  boats.  I followed  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division  on  the  same 
road,  going  into  camp  at  5 in  the  evening  in  the  vicinity  of  Flat  Eock 
Church.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  1 left  one  brigade  of  my  division 
(the  Third,  Colonel  Stone  commanding)  back  at  Eed  Hill,  where  it 
now  is  awaiting  orders.  The  remaining  two  brigades  are  encamped  on 
the  Camden  road,  facing  southeast.  My  headquarters  are  near  the 
church. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Alajor-Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Roek  Churchy  8.  0.,  February  23 j 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  movement  will 
be  continued  to-morrow  on  West’s  Cross-Eoads,  via  the  lower  Wil- 
liams’ Cross-Eoads,  and  that  you  will  have  the  advance.  You  will 
please  make  your  dispositions  to  move  out  at  6.30  a.  m.,  on  such  roads 
as  may  be  indicated  in  the  morning,  by  one  of  the  staff  officers  of  the 
commanding  general. 

I am,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

White  Oak  Creek,  8.  6\,  February  23,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

A.'isi.stant  Adjutant- General  : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  iiassed  out  of  camp 
yesterday  at  12  m.,  reaching  this  x)oint  at  5 p.  m.  Aly  headcjuarters 

are  at  the ])lantation. 

1 am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major- Ge^ieral. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Rock  Churchy  S.  (7.,  February  23^  1865, 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I liave  tlie lionor  to  report  tliat  this  command  broke  camp 
at  Peay’s  Ferry  at  6.  30  o’clock  this  a.  m.  and  marched  in  advance,  via 
Liberty  Hill  on road  to  Flat  Eock  Church,  head  of  column  arriv- 

ing at  2 p.  m.  f distance  marched,  seventeen  miles.  The  division  is 
encamped  in  line,  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right  of  the  Lancaster  road 
fronting  northeast;  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  left  of  same  road,  front- 
ing north;  artillery  in  rear  of  First  Brigade.  These  headquarters  are 
at  Hunter’s  house. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Bock  Churchy  8.  (7.,  February  23,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  movement 
will  be  continued  to-morrow  on  West’s  Cross-Eoads  via  the  lower 
Williams’  Cross-Eoads.  You  will  please  follow  in  rear  of  General 
Woods’  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  White  Oak  Creek,  8.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 
[Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General :] 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  regard  to  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  during  this  day:  I broke  camp  at  7 a.  m.,  and 
crossing  the  Wateree  Eiver  moved  in  rear  of  the  Second  Division, 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  to  Liberty  Hill,  and  from  thence  to  the  right  on 
the  Camden  road,  a distance  of  three  miles,  where  I passed  to  the  left 
and  pursued  a field  road  to  its  intersection  with  another  road,  well 
traveled,  and  also  designated  as  the  Camden  road,  down  which  I moved 
as  far  as  White  Oak  Creek,  and  placed  my  command  in  bivouac  at  10 
p.  m.,  having  marched  fourteen  miles,  most  of  the  distance  after  2 p.  m. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M,  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  near  White  Oak  Creek, 

Xo.  24.  ) February  23,  1865. 

The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7.30  a.  m.  this  instant,  follow- 
ing the  First  Division,  the  movement  to  be  on  lower  Williams’  Cross- 
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Koads,  southeast  of  Flat  Eock  Post-Office,  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
The  First  Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  Brigade  (march- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  trains  as  heretofore),  and  the  Third  Brigade  in 
rear,  with  one  regiment  moving  by  the  side  of  the  supply  train. 

Trains  to  move  in  same  order  as  on  the  22d  instant,  following  the 
First  Brigade,  the  battery  moving  within  this  brigade. 

The  pioneer  corps  will  take  the  advance,  as  usual. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Patterson’s  Cross-Roads^  February  23^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeeyith  Army  Corps  : 

General  : Our  headquarters  are  at  this  point.  The  Fifteenth  Corps, 
instead  of  being  at  the  place  indicated  in  the  order  of  march,  will 
be  near  Flat  Eock.  The  general  wishes  you  to  get  one  division  as 
far  as  Eussell  Place  if  possible  j the  other  divisions  as  far  as  Liberty 
Hill,  as  in  case  a rain  should  come  on  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  get 
over  the  road.  There  is  a good  road  from  Eussell  Place  to  Flat  Eock 
Post-Office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAhl  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Patterson’s  Cross-Roads^  February  23,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  Your  note  by  Colonel  Hickenlooper  is  just  received.  I 
only  wished  you  to  get  your  head  of  column  to  Eussell  Place.  You  did 
have  an  independent  road  after  getting  to  Liberty  Hill,  and  your  road 
is  independent  all  the  way  to  Young’s  Bridge.  There  was  but  one  road 
that  I could  find  between  the  bridge  and  Liberty  Hill.  To-morrow  if 
you  will  make  Williams’  Cross-Roads,  near  Copeland’s,  I will  be  satis- 
fied. Please  take  one  section  of  the  bridge  train  along  with  you  and 
allow  the  other  to  come  straight  to  Flat  Eock.  The  roads  are  good 
after  reaching  the  table-land;  that  is,  good  before  the  rain.  There  is 
no  haste,  as  I find  it  will  take  all  day  to-morrow  for  the  Left  Wing  to 
get  across  the  Wateree.  Headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  at 
lower  Williams’  Cross-Roads. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  50.  ) Liberty  Hill,  S.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 

The  inovernent  to-morrow  will  be  via  Eussell  Place  and  Copeland’s 
in  the  diiection  of  Young’s  Bridge. 
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The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
move  forward  at  7 a.  m. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  6 a.  m.,  following  the  First  Michigan  Engineers. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  6 a.  m.,  following  the  First  Division. 

The  train  of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  First 
Division  train. 

If  practicable  the  troops  will  move  by  the  side  of  the  train,  keeping 
to  the  right. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  the  headquarters  train  of  the 
Fourth  Division. 

The  section  of  the  bridge  train  that  moves  with  this  corps  will  follow 
the  train  of  the  Third  Division,  and  General  Force  will  move  two  regi- 
ments in  rear  of  it  as  rear  guard. 

The  other  section  of  the  train  will  move  after  the  Third  Division 
train  until  it  reaches  Liberty  Hill,  where  it  will  take  the  road  to  Flat 
Kock  Post-OfiQce  and  move  with  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be  x)repared  to  move  at  6.30 

a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  44.  ) Catawba  Biver,  S.  C.,  February  23^  1865. 

This  command  will  move  for  ward  .to-morrow  at  6 a.  m.,  in  the  follow- 
ing order,  following  First  Division:  First,  First  Brigade;  second,  Bat- 
tery Fifteenth  Ohio ; third.  Second  Brigade.  Ambulances  and  trains 
in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Body  Mount  Post-Office,  S.  C.,  February  23,  1865, 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 


General:  The  general- in- chief  has  directed  General  Kilpatrick, 
who  is  here  with  his  command,  to  commence  crossing  at  7 p.  m. 
to-night,  and  occupy  the  bridge  until  his  command  is  entirely  over. 
In  the  meantime  he  wishes  you  to  push  your  train  over  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  as  soon  as  the  <iavalry  is  over  to  resume  the  use  of  the 
bridge  until  your  entire  command  is  over. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Eoclcy  Mounts  February  23^  1865 — 9 p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  Slocum,  j 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General  : General  Kilpatrick  is  now  waiting,  and  lias  been  since  7 
o’clock,  to  cross  tbe  bridge  with  his  command.  By  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman  a staff  officer  has  stopped  your  train  for  use  of  General 
Kiliiatrick. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Rocky  Mount  Post-Office^  February  23^  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  cross 
your  command  to-morrow  over  the  Catawba  Eiver  at  this  point  and 
move  to  Dry  Greek  Post-Office.  You  can  probably  find  a road  from 
near  Tillman’s  directly  across  to  the  post-of&ce.  On  the  following  day 
(the  25th)  he  wishes  you  to  move  to  Hickory  Head.  In  the  absence  of 
further  orders  you  will  continue  the  march  to  Chesterfield  Court-House 
by  the  road  leading  through  Blakeny’s  and  Mount  Croghan.  The  gen- 
eral hopes  both  corps  will  reach  near  Chesterfield  Court-House  on  the 
night  of  the  27th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Colonel  Ballard’s  Farm,  8.  0.,  February  23,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Chesterfield,  as  follows: 
First  Division  at  6.30  a.  m..  Third  Division  at  8 a.  m..  Second  Division 
at  9 a.  m.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  will  march  unencumbered 
in  the  advance.  General  Geary  will  detail  three  regiments  as  rear 
guard.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  follow  General  Jackson’s  advanced 
brigade  ; one  section  will  accompany  the  rear  guard.  The  balance  of 
the  artillery  will  follow  the  First  Division  troops.  General  Ward  will 
dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  his  own  and  General 
Jackson’s  divisions.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will  to-morrow 
march  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Rocky  Mouyit,  8.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 
Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  Yours  of  last  night  is  received  and  your  dispositions  of 
matters  are  all  right.  The  bridge  is  laid  and  troops  are  crossing.  I am 
anxious  to  get  the  wagons  across  and  up  on  high  ground  before  the  rain 
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comes.  I wish  you  would  keep  your  cavalry  on  roads  to  the  north  of 
the  direct  one  by  Gladden’s  Grove,  as  that  will ' be  needed  all  day  for 
infantry  and  wagons.  You  shall  have  the  bridge  as  fast  as  your  bri- 
gades come.  I regret  the  matter  you  report,  that  eighteen  of  your  men 
have  been  murdered  after  surrender,  and  marked  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  kill  all  foragers.  It  leaves  no  alternative ; you  must  retali- 
ate man  for  man  and  mark  them  in  like  manner.  Let  it  be  done  at 
once.  We  have  a perfect  war  right  to  the  products  of  the  country  we 
overrun,  and  may  collect  them  by  foragers  or  otherwise.  Let  the  whole 
people  know  that  the  war  is  now  against  them,  because  their  armies 
flee  before  us  and  do  not  defend  their  country  or  its  frontier  as  they 
should.  It  is  petty  nonsense  for  Wheeler  and  Beauregard  and  such 
vain  heroes  to  talk  of  our  warring  against  women  and  children.  If 
they  claim  to  be  men  they  should  defend  their  women  and  children  and 
prevent  us  reaching  their  homes.  Instead  of  maintaining  their  armies 
let  them  turn  their  attention  to  their  families,  or  we  will  follow  them  to 
the  death.  They  should  know  that  we  will  use  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try as  we  please.  I want  the  foragers  to  be  regulated  and  systematized 
so  as  not  to  degenerate  into  common  robbers,  but  foragers,  as  such,  to 
collect  corn,  bacon,  beef,  and  such  other  products  as  we  need,  are  as 
much  entitled  to  our  protection  as  our  skirmishers  and  flankers.  You 
will,  therefore,  at  once  shoot  and  leave  by  the  roadside  an  equal  num- 
ber of  their  prisoners,  and  append  a label  to  their  bodies  stating  that 
man  for  man  shall  be  killed  for  every  one  of  our  men  they  kill.  If  our 
foragers  commit  excesses  punish  them  yourself,  but  never  let  an 
enemy  judge  between  our  men  and  the  law.  For  my  part  I want 
the  people  of  the  South  to  realize  the  fact  that  they  shall  not  dictate 
laws  of  war  or  peace  to  us.  If  there  is  to  be  any  dictation  we  want 
our  full  share. 

Tours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  24.  ) Hilton  H^ead,  S.  (7.,  February  23,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  F.  Hall,  First  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers, 
having  been,  on  account  of  receiving  leave  of  absence,  temporarily 
relieved  as  provost-marshal- general  of  this  department  in  General 
Orders,  No.  11,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  and  having 
since  been  promoted  to  be  colonel  of  his  regiment  ]iow  serving  in  the 
Department  of  Virginia,  will  turn  over  all  records  and  property  per- 
taining to  the  office  of  provost-marshal-general,  which  he  may  have  in 
his  possession  to  his  successor,  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  One 
hundred  and  twenty- seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  proceed  to  the 
headquarters  of  his  regiment. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 

Captain  Barker, 

Commanding  Fort  8iro7ig,  Morris  Island,  8.  C. : 

You  are  hereby  placed  in  command  of  Morris  Island,  S.  C.  You 
will  see  that  the  public  property  is  preserved,  and  that  no  camps  are 
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injured  or  meddled  with.  The  latter  will  be  needed  immediately  as 
rendezvous  for  the  organization  of  colored  regiments. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig : 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  A cting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  February  23^  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Cape  Fear  River.,  Ff.  C. : 

General:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is 
informed  that  you  have  taken  for  your  headquarters  the  hospital  boat, 
the  Spaulding.  If  so,  your  action  is  disapproved,  and  you  will  imme- 
diately return  the  vessel  to  the  Medical  Department.  He  also  directs  me 
to  say  that  no  Government  vessel  will  be  diverted  from  its  proper  busi- 
ness and  used  as  the  headquarters  of  any  officer  without  the  permission 
of  the  War  Department,  and  th'at  an  application  for  such  use  must 
state  the  circumstances  rendering  it  necessary,  and  showing  that  head- 
quarters cannot  be  established  on  shore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  February  23^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Dept,  of  North  Carolina.,  off  Fort  Fisher,  N . C. : 
Sir:  The  Secretary  ot  War  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  your  occu- 
pation ot  the  hospital  transport  S.  K.  Spaulding  for  your  headquarters 
is  in  violation  of  General  Orders,  No.  18,  copy  herewith  inclosed,*  and 
is  disapproved  by  him.  The  Secretary  directs  that  you  immediately 
give  up  the  steamer  to  the  control  of  the  Medical  Department  again, 
and  that  you  conform  to  the  terms  of  the  general  order  referred  to. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  24,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

I would  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  Schofield  as 
brigadier-general  in  the  regular  army.  He  ought  to  have  had  it  from 
the  battle  of  Franklin. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- Gefieral. 


* See  February  8,  p.  342. 
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War  Department, 

W ashington  City^  February  2i^  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

The  Chief  of  Ordnance  sent  yesterday  an  ordnance  officer  to  Cape 
Fear  Eiver  to  secure  the  ca})tured  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  I 
liave  made  the  appointment  of  Schofield  brigadier-general  in  regular 
army. 

EDWI^^  M.  STANTOK, 

llecretary  of  War. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Sava7inah,  Ga.,  February  24^  1865. 

His  Excellency  J.  Y.  Smith, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island: 

Governor:  In  the  absence  of  Major-General  Sherman,  commanding 
in  the  field,  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  these  head- 
quarters of  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  ol  the  State  of 
Ehode  Island  commendatory  of  the  conduct  and  services  of  the  gen- 
eral and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command.  The  resolutions 
and  letter  of  transmittal  will  be  forwarded  to  the  general  as  soon  as 
communication  is  opened  to  him. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  Your  Excellencv’s  most  obedient  servant, 

'^E.  M.  SAWYEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field^  February  24,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Conimanding  Cavalry  Forces,  C.  S.  Army : 

General  : It  is  officially  reported  to  me  that  our  foraging  parties 
are  murdered  after  capture  and  labeled  ‘‘  Death  to  all  foragers.”  One 
instance  of  a lieutenant  and  seven  men  near  Chesterville,  and  another 
of  twenty  “near  a ravine  eighty  rods  from  the  main  road”  about  three 
miles  from  Eeasterville.  I have  ordered  a similar  number  of  xirisouers 
in  our  hands  to  be  disposed  of  in  like  manner.  I hold  about  1,000 
prisoners  captured  in  various  ways,  and  can  stand  it  as  long  as  you; 
but  I hardly  think  these  murders  are  committed  with  your  knowledge, 
and  would  suggest  that  you  give  notice  to  the  people  at  large  that 
every  life  taken  by  them  simply  results  in  the  death  of  one  of  your 
Confederates.  Of  course  you  cannot  question  my  right  to  “fora.ge  ou 
the  country.”  It  is  a war  right  as  old  as  history.  The  manner  of  exer- 
cising it  varies  with  circumstances,  and  if  the  civil  authorities  will 
supply  my  requisitions  I will  forbid  all  foraging.  But  I find  no  civil 
authorities  who  can  respond  to  calls  for  forage  or  provisions,  therefore 
must  collect  directly  of  the  people.  I have  no  doubt  this  is  the  occa- 
sion of  much  misbehavior  on  the  part  of  our  men,  but  I cannot  permit 
an  enemy  to  judge  or  punish  with  Avholesale  murder.  Personally  I 
regret  the  bitter  feelings  engendered  by  this  war,  but  they  were  to  be 
ex])ected,  and  I simply  allege  that  those  who  struck  the  first  blow  and 
made  war  inevitable  ought  not,  in  fairness,  to  reproach  us  for  the  natural 
consequences.  I merely  assert  our  war  right  to  forage  and  my  resolve 
to  protect  my  foragers  to  the  extent  of  life  for  life. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  One  mile  North  of  Warrentoids, 
Fifteen  South  of  Lancaster.,  February  24^  1865. 
Major-General  Howard,  Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General:  Jeff.  Davis  is  not  yet  across,  and  the  roads  are  so  very 
bad  that  I think  it  will  take  him  all  day  and  to-morrow  to  get  well  over 
and  up  on  high  ground.  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  here.  We  can  see 
the  Seventeenth  passing  eastward,  about  one  mile  south.  Davis  is 
ordered  to  take  roads  that  will  bring  him  into  the  direct  road  from 
Lancaster  to  Chesterfield,  and  the  Twentieth  will  move  by  Hanging 
Kock,  and  thence  by  roads  to  the  south  of  Davis.  Unless  the  rains 
cease  we  will ‘have  a hard  time.  Don’t  push  too  fast,  but  gather  as 
much  food  as  you  can  en  route.  I think  you  could  send  into  Camden 
with  safety,  but  there  is  no  object,  but  when  you  get  to  Lynch’s  Creek 
you  might  pass  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry^'  across  and  push  them  toward 
Florence  with  orders  to  break  two  or  three  bridges  about  Timmousville 
and  then  to  rejoin  you  at  CheraWr  I don’t  believe  there  is  any  cavalry 
of  the  enemy  down  there,  and  ours  might  pick  up  some  good  horses. 
The  only  object  would  be  to  jirevent  the  shipment  by  cars  of  the  garri- 
son of  Charleston  to  Fayetteville  or  Wilmington  to  oppose  us.  If  at 
the  time  you  suppose  all  of  the  Charleston  garrison  is  east  of  Florence 
the  expedition  would  not  be  advisable.  I ibelieve  Foster  is  in  posses- 
sion of  Charleston,  because  of  the  general  belief  to  that  effect  and  the 
reports  of  the  negroes  you  sent  me.  1 have  also  just  released  a prisoner 
captured  yesterday  by  the  Twentieth  Corps,  who  was  a bright  lad  six- 
teen years  old,  son  of  Richard  Bacot,  who  was  at  West  Point  with  me, 
and  whom  1 knew  well  at  Charleston.  This  boy  left  Charleston  last 
Thursday  at  12  m.,  at  which  time  he  says  our  troops  had  been  shelling 
the  city  for  twenty-four  hours  from  James  Island.  He  was  a hospital 
attendant  and  was  sent  along  with  the  sick  from  the  hospitals  to  Flor- 
ence, thence  to  be  conveyed  to  the  hospital  at  Cheraw.  He  said  the 
orders  for  evacuation  had  been  published,  and  the  garrisons  were  to  be 
rendezvoused  along  the  Florence  road  at  Porcher’s  and  Bonneau’s. 
He  said  they  were  removing  the  powder  and  ammunition,  but  would 
leave  the  heavy  guns.  The  gun-boats  were  to  be  blown  up.  He  says 
the  first  orders  were  to  go  to  Columbia,  but  these  were  changed.  If 
you  can  possibly  employ  a negro  to  go  through  to  Charleston,  make  a 
cipher  dis])atcli  telling  our  general  position  and  destination  and  an 
order  of  liberal  xiayment.  I think  you  will  have  good  roads,  and  that 
there  is  no  danger  in  our  spreading  out  this  side  of  Cheraw,  thence  to 
Fayetteville  roads  favor  us  as  also  from  Fayetteville  to  our  destina- 
tion. At  both  Cheraw  and  Fayetteville  are  bridges  that  we  can  secure 
by  holding  the  towns  responsible.  We  find  no  enemy  hereabouts,  and 
suppose  tliem  all  to  be  about  Charlotte  and  Salisbury.  Kilpatrick  must 
now  be  at  Lancaster;  he  crossed  last  night  and  was  off*  this  morning. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Genera  1,  Commanding. 


Special  t Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  > Near  Williams’’  Cross-Roads^  S.  0., 

No.  48.  ) February  24,  1865. 

***##*  * 

11.  Capt.  William  Duncan,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
will,  with  his  command  and  that  of  Capt.  flohn  L.  King,  commanding 

^Mounted  infantry. 


548 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.LIX. 


Fourth  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  as  many  men  as  can 
be  furnished  from  the  signal  corx^s,  scout  in  the  direction  of  Camden, 
and,  if  practicable,  enter  the  city  and  destroy  the  depot  and  other 
railroad  x)i'operty  and  whatever  army  supplies  may  be  found. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gren.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Williams’  Cross-Roads^  S.  (7.,  February  24^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  during  to-morrow 
you  close  up  your  command  ready  to  move  forward  the  next  day,  and 
that  you  send  your  mounted  infantry  forward  to  secure  and  hold  the 
bridge  at  Tillersville  until  the  arrival  of  the  column  at  that  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  YAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  West’s  Cross-Roads^  S.  C.,  February  24^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  in  accordance  with  orders,  I 
broke  camp  near  Flat  Kock  Church  at  7 a.  m.,  marching  by  way  of 
McDowell’s  and  Young’s  to  my  present  camp  at  West’s  Cross-Roads, 
making  a distance  of  fifteen  miles  over  the  heaviest  roads.  I was 
obliged  to  do  a great  deal  of  corduroying,  and  over  one  stream  on  the 
line  of  march  to  make  a bridge  some  fifty  feet  in  length.  The  Third 
Brigade  of  my  division  is  still -back  at  Red  Hill.  The  commanding 
officer  has  just  sent  me  word  that  he  will  probably  not  move  to-day, 
as  at  4 a.  m.  the  pontoon  boats  had  not  been  taken  up.  I saw  no  evi- 
dence of  the  enemy  to-day.  My  troops  are  encamped  looking  eastward, 
my  headquarters  being  near  to  the  cross-roads. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hughes’  Mills ^ S.  C.,  February  24 , 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division,  preceded  by  the  Fourth, 
arrived  here  at  4 p.  m.,  which  is  as  near  West’s  as  the  command  can 
well  be  put  to-night.  1 can  find  no  one  who  knows  anything  about 
West’s.  This  is  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  six  miles  from 
the  former  place  and  fourteen  from  the  crossing  of  Lynch’s  Creek  at 
Tiller’s.  The  roads  to-day  have  been  A^ery  good,  notwithstanding  the 
rain ; have  been  plain,  and  I have  kept  as  far  to  the  left  as  I could  find 
roads.  My  right  flank  brushed  Camden,  one  regiment  passing  through 
it.  The  road  to  Lynch’s  Creek  is  direct  and  good. 

1 am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEK, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Wesfs  Orofis-Roads^  R.  C’.,  February  24^  1865. 
Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Gener at ^ Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  7 o’clock  this  a.  m.  and  marched  via  Flat  Eock  PosbOffice  to  near 
West’s  Oross-Eoads.  The  division  is  encamped  in  line,  fronting  north 
and  northeast,  covering  neighborhood  roads.  These  headquarters 
are  on  West’s  plantation  j distance  marched,  sixteen  miles. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  near  Hughes'’  Mills^  S.  C.,  February  24^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant: 

I broke  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.,  and  moving  in  advance  of  the  Second 
Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  crossed  White  Oak  Creek  and  con- 
tinued on  the  Camden  road,  via  Eock  Spring  Church,  and  until  crossing 
Saunders’  Creek,  when,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Major-General  Hazen, 
I directed  my  column  on  a field  road  to  the  left,  via  Kirkwood’s,  and 
within  one  mile  and  a half  of  Camden.  Bearing  well  to  the  left,  I 
continued  on  this  road  until  striking  the  Cheraw  and  Camden  road, 
upon  which  I moved  as  far  as  Hughes’  Mills  on  Big  Pine  Tree  Creek, 
crossing  which  I placed  my  command  in  bivouac.  After  crossing  Saun- 
ders’ Creek,  by  consent  of  General  Hazen,  I sent  one  regiment  (Twelfth 
Illinois  Volunteers)  and  four  companies  of  another  (Sixty- sixth  Illi- 
nois Volunteers)  into  Camden,  with  proper  instructions  as  to  the 
destruction  of  Government  property,  stores,  &c.  This  detachment  of 
my  division,  under  Colonel  Adams,  met  the  enemy’s  cavalry  in  light 
force  and  drove  them  into  and  through  the  city,  wounding  two  men 
and  capturing  several  prisoners.  The  expedition  burned  1,000  bales  of 
cotton,  the  depot  buildings,  and  a large  building  filled  with  flour  and 
meal  (sacked),  several  hogslieads  of  sugar  and  rice,  besides  a flouring 
mill  filled  with  corn  and  wheat;  also  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  recap- 
tured and  released  seven  men  of  the  Second  Division  who  were  picked 
lip  by  tlie  enemy  while  foraging.  About  sixteen  prisoners,  including  a 
captain  and  commissary  of  subsistence,  were  picked  up  by  my  command 
in  and  around  Camden  while  passing.  My  command  has  marched  a 
distance  of  twenty  miles  over  heavy  roads. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourth  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Flat  Hock  Post-Office^  S.  C.,  February  24^  1865. 
The  division  will  move  at  7.30  a.  m.  in  following  order:  Second, 
Third,  and  First  Brigades,  the  central  brigade  marcliing  by  the  side 
of  the  trains  as  usual ; two  regiments  of  the  advance  brigade  in  rear  of 
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battery ; trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore,  one  regiment  of  the  rear 
brigade  being  thrown  forward  by  the  side  of  trains.  Command  to 
move  on  direct  Camden  road. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEBTS, 
Assistant  Adjtttant- General. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [ In  the  Field,  near  Hughes^  Mills, 

^^o.  25.  3 February  24^1865. 

#*#*#*# 

II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  7.30 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  25th  instant,  in  the  following  order: 

Third,  First,  and  Second  Brigades  guarding  trains,  according  to 
instructions  heretofore  given.  Trains  in  same  order  as  the  24th  instant, 
battery  to  move  within  the  advance  brigade.  The  pioneer  corps  in 
advance  as  usual. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

West’s  Cross-Roads^  S.  0.,  February  24,  1865. 

Major  Burkhardt, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry: 

Ma.tor:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you 
to  move  with  your  entire  command  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  on 
the  bridge  crossing  Lynch’s  Creek,  at  or  near  Tillersville  Post-Office, 
on  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  and  endeavor  to  save  the  same. 
Should  you  be  successful,  hold  the  bridge  and  report  at  once  the  result 
of  your  march  to  these  headquarters  in  order  that  a force  of  infantry 
may  be  sent  to  the  bridge. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  8.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  My  Fourth  Division  is  encamped  between  Patterson’s  and 
Flat  Rock,  five  miles  from  Flat  Rock.  The  First  Division  is  at  Pat- 
terson’s. The  Third  Division  will  encanq)  at  Russell  Place  to-night. 
I sent  back  orders  for  them  to  take  the  direct  road  from  Liberty  Hill 
to  Flat  Rock,  but  through  some  misunderstanding  they  followed  the 
First  Division. 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Russell  Place,  February  24,  1865 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  Comdg.  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Dear  General  : The  advance  of  Seventeenth  Corps  is  back  about 
two  miles  and  coming  up  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  7 this  a.  m.  the 
rear  of  Seventeenth  Corps,  General  Force’s  division,  was  still  at  the 
pontoon  bridge,  and  the  advance  of  Mower’s  division  was  just  pass- 
ing through  Liberty  Hill.  The  road  is  very  heavy  and  getting  worse 
all  the  time  and  will  have  to  be  corduroyed  nearly  all  the  way.  There 
is  a road  running  direct  from  this  place  to  Flat  Kock  Church,  but  it  is 
represented  as  being  very  swampy.  I have  sent  forward  to  have  it 
examined.  If  practicable,  General  Blair  will  take  it;  if  not,  will  move 
south  on  the  Camden  road  and  move  by  the  route  indicated  last  night. 
It  is  only  two  miles  farther.  General  Blair  will  have  his  head  of 
column  to-night  at  Flat  Kock  and  will  try  and  get  his  rear  as  far  as 
Bussell  Place.  The  other  division  will  be  at  some  point  between  the 
two.  The  Twentieth  Corps  struck  into  our  road  about  three  miles 
west  from  Bussell  Place.  They  were  looking  for  a road  to  Hanging 
Kock  and  came  into  ours.  They  will  be  compelled  to  countermarch  some 
three  miles  and  a half  or  wait  until  the  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
passes,  in  which  latter  case  they  won’t  march  far  to-day.  General 
Jackson,  who  has  the  advance,  seemed  surprised  to  find  us  moving  on 
Bussell  Place.  I saw  Asmussen  and  he  informed  me  the  Twentieth 
Corps  was  ordered  to  move  to  Chesterfield,  via  Hanging  Bock  and  Jef- 
ferson Post-Office.  I will  accompany  General  Blair  until  his  head  of 
column  reaches  Flat  Bock  and  will  then  join  you.  I am  inclined  to 
think  the  bridge  train  will  not  get  farther  than  Patterson’s  Cross- 
Boads  to-night.  It  will  have  some  trouble  in  getting  over  the  branch  of 
Beaver  Creek.  I found  it  very  much  swollen.  The  advance  of  Seven- 
teenth Corps  was  not  as  far  back  as  reported.  It  is  now  coming  up  to 
Bussell  Place.  It  will  mass  here  for  a short  time  till  we  decide  which 
road  to  take  to  Flat  Kock  Church. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  STBONG, 

lAeutena  nt-  Colonel. 

P.  S. — General  Force  was  directed  to  move  at  6 o’clock,  but  was 
waiting  for  the  pontoniers  to  take  up  the  bridge,  which  they  had  just 
commenced  to  do  at  7 o’clock. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  E.  STBONG, 

Lieutenaut-  Colonel. 

10.45  A.  M. 

P.  S. — W e have  just  learned  that  the  road  to  Flat  Bock  is  practicable 
and  we  will  move  by  that  road.  General  Blair  will  try  and  ])ush  Giles 
Smith  to  Williams’  Cross- Boads,  and  Mower  to  Flat  Bock.  The 
Twentieth  Corps  has  encamped  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  referred 
to.  Will  wait  till  our  column  x)asses. 

WM.  E.  STBONG. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

JVear  Williams'^  Cross-Roads,  iS.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Comdg.  SevejiteentJi  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed  by 
the  most  direct  route  to  Young’s  Bricige,  reaching  that  point  by  the 
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26th  instant.  Onr  headquarters  are  at  Young’s  house,  near  the  cross- 
roads. General  Logan’s  corps  will  close  up  in  this  vicinity  and  move 
forward  to  Tillersville  on  the  26th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
AsHistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) TTdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  51.  ) JS^ear  Flat  Foek,  8.  (7.,  February  34,  I860. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow: 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move 
forward  on  the  Flat  Eock  road  at  7 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  at  6 
a.  m.,  following  the  route  taken  by  the  Fourth  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  6 o’clock  and  march  as  far  as  practicable.  The  bridge  train 
will  move  as  General  Force  may  direct. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  move  next  after  the  troops  of  the 
Fourth  Division  with  tool  wagons  and  ambulances.  Their  train  will 
follow  the  First  Division. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  Avill  move  forward  at  6.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

G.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Wateree  River,  8.  February  34,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  is  still  await- 
ing the  crossing  of  the  pontoon  train  and  taking  up  of  the  bridge. 
Will  move  immediately  after  the  latter  is  completed.  Bridge  was 
broken  twice  in  the  night  by  wagons  going  into  the  river — one  of  the 
First  Michigan  Engineer  supply  train  and  one  of  my  supply  train. 

I am,  captain,  very  truly  yours, 

M.  F.  FOECE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  34,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Comynanding  Third.  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  move  forward  at  6 a.  m.,  following  the  other  divisions  to  Flat 
Eock  Post-Oftice.  Order  the  pontoon  train  to  move  with  you  and  place 
two  regiments  as  rear  guard.  You  can  send  your  foragers  ahead. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

45.  ] Russell  Place,  8.  C.,  Fehrnary  24,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  to-morrow  at  7 a.  m.  in  tlie  follow- 
ing order:  First,  Second  Brigade;  second,  Battery  Fifteenth  Ohio; 
third.  First  Brigade;  ambulances  and  trains  in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  8.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : General  Geary,  with  his  train,  is  up.  General  Davis  will 
be  able  to  cross  one  division  with  its  train  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Rocky  Alount  Post-Office,  February  24,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  8econd  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  cross  the 
trains  of  the  corps  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  remainder  of  the 
trains  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  (and  of  the  cavalry),  which  are  now 
crossing,  and  park  the  trains  near  Captain  Perry’s,  encamping  your 
troops  at  the  forks  of  the  road  beyond,  near  Dry  Creek.  It  is  the  gen- 
eral’s intention  to  relieve  you  of  the  care  of  the  trains  at  that  point. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Hilliard^s  Farm,  8.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  to  Hanging  Kock  as  follows: 
Third  Division  at  0.30  a.  m.;  Second  Division  at  7 a.  m.;  First  Division 
at  0 a.  m.  The  troops  of  the  Third  Division  will  march  unencumbered 
in  the  advance.  General  Geary  will  dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover 
his  own  and  the  train  in  advance  of  his.  One  battery  of  artillery  will 
follow  the  advanced  brigade,  one  section  march  with  the  rear  guard, 
the  balance  following  the  trooi)s  of  the  Third  Division.  The  artillery 
ammunition  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Third  Division.  Division 
commanders,  when  their  commands  are  marching  with  the  train,  will 
use  the  troops  in  repairing  the  roads.  General  Jackson  will  detail 
three  regiments  as  a rear  guard. 

By  command  of  Bvl.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 

Camp  Creek,  on  .Road  to  Hunter^s  Store,  S.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 
[General  Sherman:] 

General  : I readied  my  present  camp  at  daylight.  My  last  brigade, 
Colonel  Jordan’s,  will  not  get  into  camp  before  9 a.m.  This  road  is  hor- 
rible. If  the  Fourteenth  Corps  intends  to  move  on  it  the  greater  part 
will  have  to  be  corduroyed  as  far  as  Camp  Creek.  I did  not  get  the 
bridge  last  night  till  10.30  p.  m.  General  Williams  must  have  known 
that  I was  to  have  the  bridge  at  7 p.  ni.,  when  he  ordered  General 
Geary  (who  had  already  gone  into  camp)  forward  at  6 p.  m.  I am  sorry 
to  trouble  you  with  such  matters,  but  I know  of  no  other  way  of  prevent- 
ing a similar  occurrence  in  the  future.  Yesterday  five  of  my  people, 
detailed  to  forage  for  my  wounded  in  ambulances  with  Twentieth  Corps 
were  arrested  by  a provost-marshal  of  that  corps  and  strapped  to  a 
tree  and  there  kept  till  the  corps  marched  by,  with  inscriptions  on  their 
breasts  House-breakers.”  I do  not  recognize  General.  Williams’  right 
to  punish  my  people  or  disgrace  them.  I can  and  will  do  all  the  pun- 
ishment myself.  If  I liked,  I could  retaliate  every  hour.  Stragglers 
and  foraging  jiarties  of  the  Tw^entieth  Corps  w^ere  here  yesterday,  eight 
miles  from  their  command,  committing  actsmostdisgraceful.  Thishouse 
was  pillaged  at  10  a.  m.  yesterday  by  men  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 
General  Williams  will  have  all  he  can  do  to  maintain  discipline  in  his  own 
command.  I have  allowed  foragers  from  the  Left  Wing  to  jiass  through 
my  lines,  and  even  assisted  them.  Yesterday  a detail  sent  out  by 
Major  Dunbar,  my  quartermaster,  captured  ten  mules  and  four  horses 
for  his  wagon  train.  An  ofticer  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  arrested 
them  and  took  mules  and  horses  away.  I shall  now  allow  no  foraging 
parties  to  pass  through  or  out  of  my  lines,  and  I shall  dismount  and  seize 
all  horses  ridden  by  infantrymen  who  enter  my  column.  This  I shall 
continue  to  do,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  you  or  until  my  people  are 
treated  with  that  respect  and  courtesy  I feel  their  conduct  and  services 
demand.  I also  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Ibraging  parties  and  stragglers  from  Twentieth  .Army  Corps  burned 
sufiicient  forage  on  this  road  to  have  fed  my  entire  command.  I had 
occasion  to  mention  this  same  fact  to  General  Slocum  some  days  since. 
I shall  rest  here  till  I p.  m.,  when  I will  move  slowly  forward,  as  I 
leel  confident  that  General  Davis  can  move  but  a short  distance  to-day. 
Hampton  is  at  Lancaster  and  a small  portion  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry. 
The  country  is  rich  and  full  of  forage.  Until  the  rain  is  over,  unless 
the  roads  are  better  than  this  one,  our  progress  must  be  very  slow. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major-General.  Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  Georgia. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

[Fehniary  24,  1865.] 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Private  Charles  Wright, 
Ninth  Ohio  Yolunteer  Cavalry,  General  Atkins’  headquarters,  came  in 
last  evening  from  scout  near  Feasterville,  below  and  west  of  Chester- 
ville.  He  reports  having  found  twenty-one  of  our  infantrymen  in  a 
ravine,  about  eighty  rods  from  the  main  road  and  about  three  miles  from 
Feasterville,  with  their  throats  cut  and  stripped  of  their  clothing.  The 
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evidence  that  the  enemy  has  resolved  upon  murdering  our  men  is  fast 
accumulating.  Another  report  has  just  come  in  that  a soldier  belong- 
ing to  the  l^inety- second  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  was  found  hung  to 
the  limb  of  a tree  near  the  roadside.  I shall  retaliate  as  far  as  my  own 
people  are  concerned , as  you  have  directed  . Major-General  W ade  Hamp- 
ton is  now  at  Lancaster.  I can  forward  for  you  any  communication  to 
or  through  him  to  any  higher  rebel  authorities  you  may  desire  regarding 
the  facts  mentioned. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major- Ge^ieralj  Commanding, 


In  the  Field,  February  24^  1805. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  Jones, 

Commanding  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry: 

Sir:  I was  ordered  to  take  twenty  five  men  on  the  22d  instant  and 
proceed  to  the  Abbeville  Railroad  and  destroy  all  bridges  I could  find 
from  Black  Buck  Greek  to  Broad  River.  I struck  the  railroad  at  Black 
Creek  bridge,  which  I burned,  it  being  a trestle-work  of  about  120 
yards  in  length.  I then  moved  up  the  river  one  mile  and  burned  a 
gristmill  and  two  warehouses,  which  contained  1,500  bushels  of  shelled 
corn  in  sacks  and  100  bushels  of  wheat,  75  sacks  of  flour,  19  barrels 
of  molasses,  6 bales  of  cotton,  10  bales  of  hay,  and  a lot  of  tools,  such 
as  axes,  saws,  picks,  shovels,  &c.  We  found  a guard  of  some  25 
rebels,  a picket  of  3 men  being  at  the  mill,  which  we  drove  over  Broad 
River  at  the  ford  close  by.  We  remained  here  half  an  hour  to  prevent 
them  from  recrossing  and  extinguishing  the  fire  at  the  mill  and  rail- 
road bridge.  From  thence  I proceeded  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the 
railroad  bridge  across  Broad  River,  a distance  of  five  miles,  and  found 
about  300  yards  of  it  already  consumed,  having  been  fired  by  a 
foraging  party  of  Company  K of  our  regiment,  under  the  charge  of 
Sergeant  Thompson,  the  evening  before.  From  this  point  we  started 
on  our  return  to  the  command,  and  met  no  enemy  during  the  evening 
or  night,  arriving  within  seven  miles  of  Black  Stocks  at  12.30  o’clock 
at  night.  Our  horses  being  tired,  we  camped  for  the  night,  and  started 
for  our  command  at  daybreak,  which  we  joined  at  9 a.  m.  of  the  23d, 
after  traveling  fifty -five  miles. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Lieutenant,,  Company  (7,  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

[First  indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Eighth  Indiana  Cavalry, 

February  24,  1865. 

Res])ectfuJly  forwarded  to  brigade  headquarters.  First  Brigade,  Third 
Cavalry  Division. 


F.  A.  JONES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Eighth  India^ia  Cavalry. 


[Second  indorsemeiit.] 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Command, 

Tn  the  Field,  aV.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 


Respectfully  forwarded : 


TIIOS.  J.  JORDAN, 
Cokmel,  Commanding  Brigade, 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 
Lancaster^  February  25^  1865. 

Kespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  tbe  general- in -chief. 
I can  safely  say  that  all  bridges  and  culverts  on  that  railroad  have 
been  destroyed  as  far  out  as  the  railroad  bridge  over  Broad  Biver. 

J.  KILPATEIOK, 

Brevet  Major-General.,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah^  Ga.,  February  24^  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore  : 

It  is  desirable  to  keep  a lookout  at  Georgetown  for  communications 
from  General  Sherman.  Please  occupy  it  with  a small  force  and  keep 
a dispatch  boat  there  to  communicate  the  earliest  telegram  to  these 
headquarters.  General  Easton  is  here  with  no  later  intelligence  than 
you  had  yesterday.*  General  Grover  informs  me  that  a deserter  from 
Augusta  reports  that  the  last  of  Hood’s  army  on  its  way  to  Beaure- 
gard passed  through  Augusta  last  Sunday,  possibly  12,000.  Being 
cut  off  from  Beauregard,  may  they  not  turn  toward  Charleston  and 
molest  General  Potter  and  his  advance  on  the  railroad? 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

J.  D.  WEBSTEE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  February  24^  1865. 


General  Foster, 

Charleston : 


We  have  broken  railroad  from  Midway  to  Aiken,  from  Orangeburg 
to  the  Santee,  and  from  Columbia  to  Winnsborough.  No  fighting  of 
any  importance;  enemy  retreats  northward.  We  are  south  of  Lancas- 
ter and  east  of  the  Catawba,  moving  for  Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  andGolds- 
borough.  Eoads  are  bad,  but  we  find  forage  and  supplies.  We  hear 
Charleston  is  abandoned.  Push  operatious  in  North  Carolina,  and  at 
any  cost  break  the  railroad  below  Goldsborough  from  New  Berne. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  8.  0.,  February  24y  1865. 

Capt.  Charles  E.  Sitter, 

Chief  Engineer: 

Captain:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed 
to  Charleston  this  evening  by  steamer  Delaware  and  report  to  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch,  commanding  Northern  District,  Department  of  the 
South. 

A^ery  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Al.  BTTEGEE, 
Assistant  A dj utant-  General. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  27.  ) Hilton  Head^  S.  0.,  February  24,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  Cue  hundred  and  twenty- seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from  the  duties  of  provost- 
marshal-general  of  the  department,  and  is  announced  as  chief  of  staff 
to  the  major-general  commanding,  and  temporarily  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  post  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  which  post  will  consist 
of  the  city  proper  and  Castle  Pinckney. 

II.  In  compliance  with  paragraph  VII,  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  13, 
from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  the  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seventh  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  is  hereby 
designated  as  the  permanent  garrison  of  the  post  of  Charleston,  and 
Col.  William  Gurney,  of  that  regiment,  as  the  permanent  post  com- 
mander. Upon  his  return  to  the  department,  from  which  he  is  now 
absent  on  account  of  wounds,  he  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
ford of  the  command  of  that  post. 

III.  Maj.  Benjamin  W.  Thompson,  Thirty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  is  hereby  announced  as  provost-marshal-general  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  will  immediately  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodford, 
receipting  to  him  for  all  money  and  property  pertaining  to  the  office. 

IV.  Lieut.  Frank  Geise,  Thirty-second  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  assistant 
provost-marshal-general  of  the  department,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as 
such,  will  act  as  collector  of  the  department  military  tax  prescribed  by 
General  Orders,  No.  5,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  until 
the  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  H.  Strong,  First  North  Carolina  (Union) 
Volunteers,  heretofore  announced  as  military  tax  collector. 

Lieuteuant  Geise  will  immediately  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
ford as  acting  military  tax  collector,  receipting  to  him  for  all  money 
and  property  pertaining  to  the  office. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  proceed 
at  once  to  the  Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South,  and  assume 
command  of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  that  district. 

\^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  (7.,  February  24,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sc  Ammon, 

Commanding  Distriet  of  Florida,  Jaclcsonville,  Fla. : 

General:  Brig.  Gen.  Seth  Williams,  acting  inspector-general,  U.  S. 
Army,  suggests  that  the  small  garrison  and  tlie  Government  stores 
at  Saint  Augustine,  Fla.,  should  all  be  Avithin  Fort  Marion,  or  imme- 
diately outside  of  the  fort  and  under  its  guns,  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
the  capture  of  that  part  of  the  command  left  in  the  town  and  the  destruc- 
tion oi  the  Government  property  located  there.  The  major-general  com 
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nianding  directs  tliat  you  take  such  immediate  action  in  this  matter  as 
the  necessities  of  tlie  case,  in  your  judgment,  require,  reporting  the 
same  to  these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  February  24,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

Richmond  papers  have  ceased  to  give  information  of  Sherman^s  move- 
ments. I presume,  however,  he  is  now  past  Charlotte  with  his  advance 
and  moviDg  toward  Goldsborough  by  the  most  practicable  route.  He 
may  follow  the  railroad  north  for  some  distance  past  Charlotte,  but 
this  will  depend  on  the  movements  and  apparent  strength  of  the 
enemy.  I learn  of  nothing  leaving  here  recently,  except  three  brigades 
of  Battle’s  division,  numbering  possibly  3,500  men.  They  left  their 
l)osition  between  the  James  and  Appomattox  yesterday  morning.  I 
hope  and  know  you  will  push  out  and  form  a connection  with  Sher- 
man at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  If  you  reach  Goldsborough 
and  have  a fair  prospect  of  getting  your  road  finished  soon,  it  may  be 
unnecessary  for  Sherman  to  come  down  to  the  coast.  Make  every 
effort  to  communicate  with  Sherman  at  once.  You  will  probably  find 
some  citizen  who  can  be  trusted  to  carry  a note  in  cipher  to  Sherman. 
He  has,  I think,  a cipher  operator  with  him.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  get  your  troops  and  all  else  called  for  by  you  through,  but  the 
ice  has  kept  everything  back  very  much.  Teams  will  be  forwarded 
rapidly.  I have  also  ordered  one  regiment  of  cavalry  to  you,  number- 
ing about  600  effective.  I would  send  an  entire  division  from  Sheridan’s 
army,  but  I have  ordered  him  to  move  on  the  Virginia  Central  road 
and  James  River  Canal.  He  will  probably  go  to  Lynchburg,  and  if 
information  there  received  justifies  it  he  will  go  on  and  join  you  and 
Sherman.  If  you  and  Sherman  are  once  united  you  can  keep  as  far  in 
the  interior  of  North  Carolina  as  you  may  be  able  to  sui)ply  your- 
selves. With  your  large  force  you  will  have  united,  Raleigh  may  not 
be  found  too  far  ofi‘.  I congratulate  you  and  the  army  under  you  for 
the  brilliant  success  of  which  I have  as  yet  received  but  the  meager 
report  sent  by  Admiral  Porter.  On  receipt  of  the  news  I immediately 
telegraphed  asking  to  have  your  name  sent  in  to  the  Senate  for  the 
appointment  of  brigadier- general  in  the  regular  army,  stating  that  I 
thought  you  should  have  the  appointment  for  the  battle  of  Eranklin. 
I hope  within  a day  or  two  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  your  con- 
firmation. Deserters  from  the  rebel  army  are  growing  very  numerous. 
Many  are  now  bringing  their  arms  with  them.  This  morning  forty- 
five  came  in  a single  squad  and  from  a single  regiment — a South  Caro- 
lina regiment  at  that. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  - 

W ilmingto7i,  February  24,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
Genep^al:  After  the  capture  of  Wilmington  General  Terry  i)ur- 
sued  the  enemy  as  far  as  the  Northeast  River,  where  he  found  the 
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railroad  and  pontoon  bridges  destroyed.  The  bridge  over  Smith’s  Creek 
is  also  destroyed.  I have  not  learned  whether  any  damage  has  been 
done  to  the  railroad  beyond  the  river.  I shall  push  forward  as  soon 
as  1 can  get  any  means  of  transportation.  Wagons  are  beginning  to 
arrive,  and  I hoi)e  the  delay  will  not  be  long.  The  rebel  agent  of 
exchange  has  informed  me  that  he  will  deliver  10,000  of  our  prisoners 
at  the  point  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Northeast  River,  and  I 
have  agreed  to  receive  them  at  that  point.  I presume  he  will  com- 
mence to  deliver  them  to-day.  I am  making  all  possible  provision  for 
the  care  of  the  sick,  which  will  no  doubt  be  a large  proportion  of  the 
whole  number.  I have  sent  General  Ruger’s  division  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps  to  New  Berne,  and  shall  send  either  General  Terry  or  Gen- 
eral Cox  there  to  command  the  troops  oi)erating  from  that  point.  I 
will  go  there  or  remain  with  the  troops  operating  from  this  place,  as 
may  seem  advisable.  I will  also  keep  transports  enough  for  a short 
time  to  carry  a division  from  one  point  to  the  other,  if  it  becomes  nec- 
essary. I have  heard  nothing  yet  of  the  troops  you  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Gillmore  to  send  me,  but  presume  they  must  be  along  in  a very  few 
days.  I can  land  them  here  or  at  Beaufort,  according  to  circumstances. 
1 have  asked  for  the  assignment  of  General  Cox  and  General  Terry  to 
corps  commands,  both  because  the  strength  of  iny  command  renders 
it  desirable  and  because  it  will  enable  me  to  leave  either  the  one  or  the 
other  in  command  of  the  column  which  I may  not  be  with  at  any  time. 
Moreover,  it  will  make  the  organization  of  my  army  correspond  with 
that  of  General  Sherman’s  other  grand  divisions.  I hope,  for  these 
reasons,  my  request  may  be  complied  with.  I presume  General  Sher- 
man, ui)on  hearing  of  the  fall  of  Wilmington,  will  send  his  cavalry  this 
way  to  communicate  with  me  and  inform  me  of  his  progress.  I shall 
also  make  constant  efforts  to  communicate  with  him  by  means  of  scouts. 
I propose  to  repair  both  railroads  toward  Goldsborough  as  rapidly  as 
X)ossible.  I shall  also  make  such  preparation  as  I can  to  send  supplies 
to  General  Sherman  by  the  river  toward  Fayetteville  in  case  he  should 
call  for  them. 

I am,  general,  very  rest>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  N.  0.,  February  ^-i,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 
General  : I respectfully  request  that  the  troops  in  this  department 
whicli  do  ]iot  belong  to  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  may  be  organ- 
ized into  an  army  corps,  and  that  Maj.  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry  be  assigned 
to  its  command.  Also  that  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  may  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Fort  Monroe,  February  24,  1865 — 10  p.  in. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 

Our  trooi)S  entered  Wilmington  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Anderson,  General  Schofield  directed 
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Cox  to  follow  its  garrison  toward  Wilmington,  while  Terry  followed 
Hoke  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  latter  took  up  a new  line  four 
miles  from  Wilmington,  but  was  so  closely  pressed  by  Terry  that  he 
could  send  no  troops  to  the  west  side.  On  that  side  the  rebels  made  a 
stand  behind  Town  Creek,  but  on  the  20th  Cox  crossed  his  troops 
below  them  on  a flat-boat,  attacked  them  in  rear,  and  routed  them, 
Taking  2 guns  and  300  prisoners.  On  the  21st  Cox  pushed  to  tlie 
Brunswick  Eiver,  opposite  W^ilmington,  where  the  bridges  were  on  fire, 
and  on  his  arrival  the  rebels  began  burning  cotton  and  rosin  in  the 
city,  and  left  it  that  night.  Our  captures,  including  Fort  Anderson, 
amount  to  about  700  prisoners  and  30  guns.  Citizens  state  that' the 
rebels  burned  1,000  bales  of  cotton  and  15,000  barrels  of  rosin.  The 
Union  feeling  showed  itself  quite  strongly  in  the  city.  Terry  followed 
Hoke  northward. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  38.  \ City  Point,  Ya.,  February  24,  1865. 

The  Thirteenth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  Volunteers  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  Wilmington,  K.  C.,  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
J.  M.  Schofield,  commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina,  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

r Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  'C.  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  number  of  men 
required  ^o  fill  the  several  regiments  belonging  to  the  Second  and 
Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  the  maximum,  and 
respectfully  request  that  the  deficiency  be  supplied  by  drafted  men : 
Second  Division:  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  507;  One 
hundred  and  eleventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  303;  Sixth  Tennessee 
Volunteer  Infantry,  457 ; Twenty-third  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 
139;  Twenty-sixth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  22;  Ninety-first  Indi- 
ana Volunteer  Infantry,  482;  One  hundred  and  seventh  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  505;  One  hundred  and  eighty-third  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  79;  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  309; 
Oue  hundred  and  eighty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  147;  Eightieth 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  517 ; Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  110. 
Third  Division:  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  247 ; 
Sixty-fifth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  257;  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Vet- 
eran Volunteer  Infantry,  485;  One  hundred  and  seventy- seventh  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  130;  Twelfth  Kentucky  Veteran  Volunteer  Infan tr^q 
470;  Fifth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  333;  One  hundredth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  318;  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  207;  Eighth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  390;  Sixty- 
third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  250;  One  hundred  and  third  Ohio 
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Volunteer  lufaiitry,  362  j One  hundred  and  fortieth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  29;  Sixty-fifth  Illinois  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  434.  A 
report  of  the  number  required  to  fill  up  the  First  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  will  be- forwarded  in  a few  days. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  13.  ) Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

******* 

IV.  By  direction  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  Armies  of 
the  United  States,  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher  is  relieved  from  duty  in 
this  department.  He  will  repair  without  delay  to  his  x)lace  of  residence 
and  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army. 

#**##** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wilmington,  N.  G.,  February  24,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  let  Colonel 
Daggett’s  brigade  remain  where  it  is  for  the  jiresent,  picketing  the 
road,  &c.,  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

No.  41.  ] Northeast  Station,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

I.  Until  further  orders  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  will  be  attached  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C. 
J.  Paine,  commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps.  The 
light  batteries  of  this  command  will  hereafter  report  direct  to  these 
headquarters. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERKY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  February  25,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point: 

No  commander  for  the  Department  of  West  Virginia  has  yet  been 
appointed.  Hartsuff,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  fit  for  anything.  I will 
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suggest  to  you  a comiuauder  some  time  to-day  or  to-morrow.  Sclio- 
Reld’s  uomination  will  be  made,  as  requested,  subject,  however,  to  his 
obedience  to  orders.  I am  not  satisfied  with  his  conduct  in  seizing  the 
hospital  boat  Spaulding,  to  make  it  his  own  quarters.  I have  directed 
him  to  give  it  up.  If  he  obeys  the  order  promptly  I will  send  in  his 
nomination,  otherwise  I will  not.  I wish  you  would  instruct  him  as  to 
the  impropriety  of  an  officer  using  hospital  boats  for  their  own  j)er- 
soual  accommodation,  or  using  or  employing  transports  for  their  quar- 
ters at  a vast  expense  to  the  Government.  There  has  been  too  nwich 
of  such  practice  already,  and  he  takes  rather  an  early  start  in  such 
irregularities. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  25^  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington.)  D.  C.: 

General  Comstock  has  just  returned  from  Wilmington.  He  says 
that  General  Schofield  arrived  at  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  without  his 
transportation,  and  as  he  had  to  move  about  on  the  water  asked  the 
quartermaster  if  there  was  a boat  he  could  use  temporarily  as  well  as 
not.  He  was  told  the  Spaulding  was  doing  nothing.  When  General 
Comstock  left  the  Spaulding  was  to  be  loaded  with  wounded  and  some 
escaped  prisoners.  I will  have  an  order  made  prohibiting  the  use  of 
boats  for  headquarters. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  February  25,  1865 — 12.40  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

YoUr  letter  of  the  23d  received.  There  is  no  occasion  to  expect  the 
President  will  make  any  order  against  your  wishes.  The  reasons  men- 
tioned by  you  have  already  been  presented  and  are  conclusive. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  25,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Received  7 p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

One  of  my  staff  officers,  who  has  just  returned  from  Wilmington, 
says  nothing  has  been  done  to  save  the  large  amount  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  captured  in  (kape  Fear  River.  I think  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance  should  be  required  to  take  immediate  steps  to  secure  all  ord- 
nance stores  captured  on  the  coast. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  25,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point : 

On  the  19th  orders  were  sent  to  General  Gillmore  to  send  all  white 
troops  not  required  to  hold  most  important  sea  ports  to  Cape  Fear  River. 
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He  liad  not  received  it  when  he  wrote  his  dispatch  of  the  21st.*  I do 
not  see  the  policy  of  opening  any  railroads  from  Charleston,  but  will 
await  your  orders  on  Gillmore’s  requisition. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  25,  1865 — 1 p.  ni. 

(Peceived  2 p.  m.) 


Major-General  Halleck, 

WaMngton  : 

General  Gillmore’s  dispatch  of  the  21st  received.  I scarcely  see  a 
contingency  under  which  it  willlbe  necessary  at  present  to  open  railroad 
communication  in  South  Carolina.  It  is  well  enough  to  occuiiy  George- 
town until  Sherman  is  in  communication  from  the  seacoast.  It  is 
barely  possible,  though  not  probable,  that  he  may  require  supplies 
from  Georgetown.  I expect  nothing  of  the  kind,  however. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


New  York,  February  25,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Armies  in  the  Field,  Washington: 

General  : The  citizens  of  New  York  have  confided  to  us  the  grate- 
ful duty  of  transmitting  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  held  on  the  22d 
instant,  in  which  they  oifer  their  cordial  congratulations  to  the  country 
on  the  recent  successes  of  the  tJnion  arms.  In  the  performance  of  this 
duty  we  beg  to  assure  you  of  our  hearty  concurrence  in  the  sentiments 
of  the  resolutions  and  our  admiration  of  the  skill  and  gallantry  evinced 
by  the  forces  engaged  in  ujiholding  the  flag  of  the  nation. 

With  the  highest  respect,  we  remain,  your  obedient  servants, 

MOSES  TAYLOR, 

Chairman. 


[Inclosure.] 


SAM’L  SLOAN, 

S.  B.  CHITTENDEN, 

Seeretaries. 


NATIONAL  CELEBRATION  OF  UNION  VICTORIES. 


MEETING  OF  CITIZENS. 

New  York,  February  22,  1865. 

On  motion  of  Paul  Spofford,  esq.,  Mr.  Moses  Taylor  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Messrs.  S.  B.  Chittenden  and  Samuel  Sloan  were  appointed 
secretaries. 

The  chairman  announced  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  and  Mr.  Sloan 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Mr.  Charles 
11.  Russell: 


PROPOSED  CELEBRATION  OF  UNION  VICTORIES. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  war  to  quell  rebellion,  which  now  rapidly  approaches  its 
inevitable  conclusion,  involves  essentially  the  principles  of  self-government,  human 
freedom,  and  Christian  civilization;  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  abun- 
dant cause  for  congratulation  in  the  knowledge  that  while  successfully  maintain- 
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ing,  by  force  of  arms,  the  Government  of  their  choice  and  the  life  of  the  nation,  they 
are  at  the  same  time  elfectiially  asserting  the  inviolable  doctrine  that  this  continent 
is  forever  devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberal  institutions  and  republican  government. 

£.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  signal  victories  achieved  by  the  military  and  naval 
power  of  the  United  States  over  the  insurgent  forces  in  revolt  against  the  Govern- 
ment call  for  the  expression  of  cordial  congratulations  to  officers,  soldiers,  and  sea- 
men, who  share  in  the  renown  of  these  glorious  successes. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  armies  led  by  Generals  Grant,  Sherman,  Thomas,  Meade,  Sheri- 
dan, and  Terry,  and  the  naval  forces  serving  under  the  orders  of  Admirals  Farragut 
and  Porter,  have,  by  their  valor  and  devotion  to  duty,  maintained  the  integrity  of 
the  nation  and  upheld  the  honor  of  its  flag,  and  richly  deserve  the  applause  of  a 
grateful  people. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  brilliancy  of  design,  intrepid  energy  of  action,  inexorable 
determination  to  compel  success,  the  campaign  of  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  has  no 
example  in  military  history,  and  covers  the  names  of  Grant  and  Sherman  with  imper- 
ishable glory. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  treacherous  assault  upon  Sumter  has  been  fitly  expiated  in 
the  ignominious  flight  of  the  assailants  from  the  soil  they  had  desecrated  without  a 
shot  fired  in  defense  of  a city  dedicated  to  treason. 

6.  Resolved,  That  it  is  becoming  in  a free  and  enlightened  people  to  recognize  and 
applaud  distinguished  public  services  rendered  in  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  citizens  of  New  York  regard  it  as  a duty  to  give  public  expression  of  their  grati- 
tude to  the  heroic  men  who,  under  Divine  Providence,  have  defended  the  flag  and 
preserved  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

7.  Resolved,  That  a committee  of  citizens  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report,  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  to  be  called  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  in  regard  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  celebrating  the  recent  triumphs  of  the  Unioji  arms,  and  with  the 
purpose  of  uniting  in  a whole  community,  irrespective  of  all  other  considerations, 
in  a grand  ovation  to  the  principles  of  loyal  duty  to  the  country  and  its  Govern- 
ment. 

8.  Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  governor  of  this  State,  and  to  the  several  officers  named  therein, 
and  that  the  same  be  published. 

Brief  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  William  M.  Evarts,  Mr.  Wetmore, 
and  others,  and  the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Judge  Davies  olfered  the.  following  resolution,  which  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  E.  L.  Stuart,  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  send  a national  ship  to  Charleston 
Harbor  to  convey  thither  General  Robert  Anderson,  that  he  may  replace  upon  the 
flag-staif  of  Fort  Sumter  that  national  banner,  the  emblem  of  our  liberties  and  of 
our  Union,  which,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1861,  he  was  compelled  to  lower  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  the  traitors  of  South  Carolina. 


By  order  of  the  meeting : 


MOSES  TAYLOE, 

Chairman. 


S.  B.  CHITTENDEN, 
SAM’L  SLOAN, 

/Secretaries. 


Special  Orders, 
No.  93. 

* * 


War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General’s  Office, 

Washington,  February  25,  1865. 

***** 


53.  Brig.  Gen.  Hugh  Ewing,  TJ.  S.  Yoluuteers,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Major-General  Schofield,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers,  command- 
ing De])artmeiit  of  North  Carolina,  to  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  T.  F.  Meagher, 
U.  S.  Volunteers. 

******* 


By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Williams'’  Cross-Roads,  February  25,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Co7nmanding  Military  Divisiou  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  General 
Logan’s  head  of  column  reached  West’s  Cross-Roads,  near  De  Bruhl’s, 
where  he  encamped  two  divisions  last  night.  His  other  two  divisions 
are  heading  on  the  same  road,  having  moved  toward  Camden  as  far  as 
Saunders’  Creek,  and  then  taking  a cross-road  directly  toward  Tillers- 
ville.  I have  to-day  sent  my  headquarters  escort,  signal  party,  and 
scouts  with  instructions  to  go  to  Camden,  burn  the  depot  and  bridge, 
and  then  rejoin  us.  I also  directed  General  Logan  to  send  all  his 
mounted  men  to  secure  and  hold  Tiller’s  Bridge. 

The  rest  of  Logan’s  command  will  remain  in  camp  to-day.  General 
Blair’s  head  of  column  encamped  near  Flat  Rock  last  night.  As  soon 
as  he  gets  near  enough  he  will  send  his  mounted  infantry  straight  to 
Young’s  Bridge. 

Considering  the  rain  the  roads  in  this  quarter  are  not  bad,  though 
the  farms  are  not  very  productive,  and  a good  ways  apart.  My  scouts, 
day  before  yesterday,  under  Lieutenant  McQueen,  stampeded  a force 
of  the  enemy  near  Camden,  captured  three  prisoners,  and  broke  up 
twelve  or  fifteen  muskets.  General  Logan’s  scouts  were  near  Camden 
yesterday,  and  encountered  some  mounted  militia,  but  no  great  force. 
The  advance  yesterday  captured  some  50  or  60  refugee  w^agons  and  a 
large  number  of  fine  mules.  General  John  E.  Smith’s  foragers  captured 
about  70  militia.  It  is  said  they  gave  themselves  up.  General  Blair’s 
advance  encountered  a few  rebel  cavalry  near  Flat  Rock  last  night. 
We  have  a good  many  prisoners,  who  left  Charleston  Thursday.  The 
information  is  positive  that  Charleston  is  in  our  hands.  A dispatch 
was  received  in  Camden  yesterday  stating  that  Wilmington  was  in 
l)OSsession  of  our  forces. 

At  the  last  crossing  about  2,000  horses  and  mules  were  taken  from 
men  not  authorized  to  use  them.  The  unserviceable  were  killed. 
The  artillery  and  mounted  men  and  pontoon  trains  were  refitted.  I 
believe  1 understand  your  views  fully,  and  will  not  hasten  my  march 
too  much,  and  will  carefully  consider  the  propriety  of  sending  a force  to 
Florence.  I think  I might  at  least  secure  some  rolling-stock  above 
Black  Creek  by  tapping  the  railroad  near  Darlington.  I could  send  a 
division  light  to  Darlington  with  mounted  infantry.  Thence  the  latter 
could  move  down  to  Florence  and  vicinity,  burn  bridges,  trestle-work, 
&c.,  and  return.  This  could  be  accomplished  and  the  entire  expedi- 
tion reach  Cheraw  in  five  days,  causing  us  to  wait  at  Cheraw  about 
three  days.  Please  say  if  your  movements  on  the  left  will  admit  of 
that  amount  of  delay.  My  headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  at 
Tillersville  Post-Office.  Please  communicate  with  me  through  General 
Blair. 

This  will  probably  reach  you  in  time  to  answer  to-night,  as  the  rear 
of  General  Blair’s  column  Avill  not  be  farther  than  Williams’  Cross- 
Roads. 

Very  resi)ectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- Oeneral. 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Williams’  Cross-Roads^  8.  (7.,  February  25^  1805. 

The  general  believes  that  it  is  the  enemy’s  intention  to  kill  our  for- 
agers after  capture.  Two  were  found  murdered  the  other  day  and 
labeled  Death  to  foragers.”  Two  were  killed  this  morning  near 
General  John  E.  Smith’s  camp.  General  Sherman’s  directions  with 
regard  to  retaliation  will  be  strictly  carried  out  by  corps  and  division 
commanders;  yet  it  is  enjoined  again  upon  all  officers  to  prohibit  indi- 
vidual foraging.  The  party  must  be  big  enough  to  be  self-protecting. 
In  two  or  three  instances  of  late  trains  have  been  so  straggled  out  on 
the  march  that  a sudden  dash  of  the  enemy  might  capture  several 
wagons  without  difficulty,  and  frequently  wagons  are  sent  out  to  forage 
with  insufficient  guards  of  five  or  six  men.  Every  officer  who  cares  at 
all  for  our  safety  and  would  save  the  precious  lives  of  our  men  must  do 
his  part  to  prevent  these  irregularities.  If  not  already  done,  an  officer 
will  be  detailed  in  each  brigade  to  have  permanent  charge  of  the  forag- 
ing parties.  His  name  will  be  registered  at  division  and  corps  head- 
quarters. The  corps  chief  of  artillery  will  regulate  the  foraging  for 
the  Artillery  Brigade  of  the  corps;  the  chief  quartermaster  for  the 
trains  of  the  corps,  and  an  officer  be  appointed  to  the  same  duty  for 
each  headquarters.  Capt.  P.  A.  Taylor,  chief  signal  officer,  is  announced 
as  the  officer  for  these  headquarters.  Tlie  specific  directions  of  each 
corps  commander  will  be  republished. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  i Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  49.  S Near  Williams’’  Cross-Roads^  February  25.,  1865. 

The  movement  for  to-morrow  will  commence  at  7 a.  m.  The  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  to 
Young’s  Bridge.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan 
commanding,  will  move  to  Tiller’s  Bridge  and  cross  at  least  two  divisions. 
Each  of  the  pontoon  trains  will  be  located  daily  in  the  column  by  the 
cori)s  commander  and  its  commanding  officer  notified.  Headquarters 
will  be  to-morrow  night  at  Tiller’s  Bridge. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

West’s  Cross-Roads,  8.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : The  rebel  cavalry  are  moving  on  the  Porter  road,  down  on 
my  flank.  I have  had  a little  fight  with  them  and  drove  them  off  apjiar- 
ently.  What  they  may  have  behind  them  I eannot  say.  I have  had  2 
men  killed  and  several  wounded;  have  killed  and  w^ounded  some  10 
rebels.  Think  it  would  be  well  for  General  Blair  to  send  some  of  his 
advance  well  out  toward  this  (Porter’s)  road  to  see  what  is  in  his  front. 
Have  ])ossession  of  Tiller’s  Bridge  all  safe. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOOAN, 

Major-General. 
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[Indorsement.  J 

lJuQRS.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Williams^  Cross-Roads,  February  25,  1865 — 2.35  p.  m. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  for  his  information.  I think  the  road  referred  to  in  the 
within  communication  is  the  one  shown  on  the  map  as  running  direct 
from  West’s  to  Camden. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Howard : 

WM.  F.  STRONG, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  WesVs  Cross-Roads,  8.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
[Maj.  Max.  WooDHULL:] 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  I am  still  occupying  the  position 
as  reported  last  evening.  There  are  no  indications  of  the  enemy  in  my 
front.  To-day  there  was  one  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  my 
division  sent  out  on  the  road  toward  Camden  to  the  distance  of  four 
miles  and  a half  from  my  camp,  but  the  reconnaissance  discovered  no 
signs  of  the  enemy.  Some  of  my  foragers  have  been  captured  off  in 
tlie  direction  of  Camden,  though  I cannot  learn  of  their  being  any  body 
of  rebels  in  that  vicinity.  The  parties  have  all  been  well  cautioned 
against  separating  when  away  from  the  column.  One  of  my  regiments 
encamps  out  on  the  Camden  road  one  mile  to-night,  and  I have  a party 
of  eighty  men,  mounted,  sent  back  to  the  rear  this  evening,  jiartially 
with  a view  to  reconnoitering  in  that  direction. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesfs  Cross-Roads,  8.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Instances  of  brutality,  and  murder  even,  have  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  commanding  general,  committed,  it  is  presumed, 
by  the  citizens  of  the  country  upon  foragers  from  this  and  other  corps 
of  the  army.  Moving  through  an  enemy’s  country,  in  the  manner  and 
on  distant  marches  as  this  army  does,  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to 
this  means  of  obtaining  subsistence,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
rations  for  the  campaign  in  our  wagon  trains.  The  general  command- 
ing has  given  the  matter  his  attention,  and  would  have  issued  instruc- 
tions relative  to  a system  of  retaliation  had  not  the  commander-in-chief 
himself  prepared  a note  upon  the  subject.  I am  directed  to  communi- 
cate the  following  extract  from  General  Sherman’s  note  for  your  infor- 
mation and  guidance: 

[Extract.] 

He  (General  Kilpatrick)  reports  that  two  men  of  his  foraj^jincj  parties  were  mur- 
dered alter  capture  hy  the  enemy  and  labeled  Death  to  all  fora^rers.”  Now,  it  is 
clearly  our  war  right  to  subsist  our  army  on  the  enemy.  Napoleon  always  did  it, 
but  could  avail  himself  of  the  civil  powers  he  found  in  existence  to  collect  forage 
and  provisions  by  regular  impressments.  We  cannot  do  that  hero,  and  I contend  if 
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the  enemy  fails  to  defend  his  conntry  we  may  rightfully  appropriate  what  we  want. 
If  our  foragers  act  under  mine,  yours,  or  other  proper  authority,  they  must  be  pro- 
tected. 1 have  ordered  Kilpatrick  to  select  of  his  prisoners  man  for  man,  shoot 
them,  and  leave  them  by  the  roadside  labeled,  so  that  our  enemy  will  see  that  for 
every  man  he  executes  he  takes  the  life  of  one  of  his  own.  I want  the  foragers, 
however,  to  be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds  for  the  sake  of  discipline.  I will  not 
protect  them  when  they  enter  dwellings  and  commit  wanton  waste,  such  as  woman’s 
apparel,  jewelry,  and  such  things  as  are  not  needed  by  our  army.  They  may  destroy 
cotton  and  tobacco,  because  these  things  are  assumed  by  the  rebel  Government  to 
belong  to  it,  and  are  used  as  a valuable  source  of  revenue.  Nor  will  I consent  to  the 
enemy  taking  the  lives  of  our  men  on  their  judgment.  They  have  lost  all  title  to 
property  and  can  lose  nothing  not  already  forfeited,  but  we  should  punish  for  a 
departure  from  orders,  and  if  the  people  resist  our  foragers  I will  not  deem  it  wrong, 
but  the  Confederate  army  must  not  be  supposed  the  champions  of  any  people.  I 
laydown  these  general  rules  and  wish  you  to  be  governed  by  them.  If  any  of  your 
foragers  are  murdered,  take  life  for  life,  leaving  a record  of  each  case. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hazen,  John  E.  Smith,  and  Corse.) 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Westh  Cross-Roads.,  S.  0.,  February  25,  W65. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  push  a brigade  at  once  to  the  cross-roads  at  li.  McOaskill’s,  where 
they  will  please  go  into  camp  in  a defensive  position,  covering  the 
cross-roads.  General  Smith  has  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s 
cavalry,  and  a force  of  rebels  is  believed  to  be  in  this  vicinity. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

A ssista7it  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Sandy  Grove  Church,  February  25,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

A ssi slant  A djutan  t-  Genera  I : 

The  head  of  column  of  both  divisions  has  arrived  here  and  encamping* 
I sent  a force  of  mounted  foragers  early  this  morning  to  take  possession 
of  Tiller’s  Bridge.  As  soon  as  I hear  from  them  1 will  report  their 
success. 

1 am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

VCesfs  Cross-Roads,  February  25,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
written  at  1 p.  m.  I presume  ei  e this  you  have  received  instructions 
from  the  general  commamling  to  place  one  brigade  in  position  at  tlie 
cross-roads  at  B.  M(jCaskiirs,  and  to  send  another  to  Tiller’s  Bridge, 
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which  is  in  possession  of  our  mounted  infantry.  My  orderlies  left  with 
dispatches  to  that  effect  some  time  ago.  General  Smith  had  a skirmish 
with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  on  the  Roberts  road,  killing  and  wounding 
about  ten  of  their  men. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,' 

Sa7idy  Grove  Church,  IS.  6\,  February  25,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  .* 

I have,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  placed  a brigade  at  Tiller’s 
Bridge,  also  have  sent  two  regiments  to  Kelly’s  Bridge.  I have  thought 
best  to  do  so,  as  the  bridge  (Kelly’s)  is  in  our  hands,  is  in  serviceable 
condition,  and  would  be  available  for  use  should  it.be  thought  advisa- 
ble to  send  a column  across  there,  using  the  system  of  parallel  roads 
south  of  the  main  Cheraw  road.  In  a note,  just  received,  you  allude  to 
an  order  to  push  a brigade  to  McCaskill’s.  No  such  order  has  been 
received,  and  by  referring  to  the  map,  as  it  would  be  sending  troops  to 
the  rear  some  three  or  more  miles,  I presume  the  order  may  have 
been  given  to  some  troops  behind  that  position.  Be  pleased  to  reply  if 
it  is  still  expected  for  me  to  send  troops  to  McOaskill’s. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  25,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding,  cfc.  : 

General:  As  you  have  not  yet  received  my  note  requesting  you  to 
place  a brigade  at  McCaskill’s  Cross-Roads  I presume  my  orderly  has 
been  captured.  The  enemy  has  quite  a force  of  cavalry  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, and  we  have  lost  some  foragers  and  two  headquarters  order- 
lies. The  general  wants  a brigade  from  eitlier  the  Second  or  Fourth 
Division  placed  in  position  at  McCaskill’s,  as  indicated  in  my  note. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

' Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  A^rmy  Corps. 

Wesfs  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
[Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Conwianding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps:] 
General  : Major  Burkhardt  reports  that  the  bridge  over  Lynch’s 
Creek,  on  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  near  Tillersville  Post-Office, 
is  in  his  possession,  and  in  good  order.  Please  push  your  advanced  bri- 
gade to  the  bridge,  with  instructions  to  hold  the  same,  as  this  corps 
may  cross  at  that  jioint.  It  would  be  well  for  them  to  intrench. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

WefiVs  Plantation^  S,  0.,  February  25^  1865. 

liMaj.  Max.  Woodhull:] 

Major:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commauding  to. inform  you 
that  foragers  report  that  from  300  to  400  of  the  enemy  are  about  three 
miles  back  on  this  road  on  which  this  command  marched  yesterday,  and 
that  it  may  be  the  advance  of  a larger  force.  He  respectfully  suggests 
that  if  it  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the  major-general  commanding 
corps  tiiat  a brigade  be  sent  to  near  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade 
of  this  division,  the  point  designated  by  him  yesterday  for  one  brigade. 
General  Smith  has  started  out  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  founda- 
tion there  is  for  the  above  report. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  M.  BUDLONG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

West's  Cross- Roads j 8.  C.,  February  25.,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  It  has  been,  ascertained  that  the  enemy  have  quite  a 
force  of  cavalry  on  our  flanks  and  are  picking  up  a large  number  of 
our  foragers,  scouts,  and  stragglers.  Division  commanders  will  please 
call  the  attention  of  officers  in  charge  of  forage  details  to  the  necessity 
of  holding  their  men  well  in  hand  and  in  condition  to  meet  an  attack 
by  the  mounted  force  of  the  enemy.  A detachment  of  foragers  under 
command  of  an  intelligent  officer,  when  not  drunk  or  scattered,  have 
nothing  to  lear  from  cavalry  dashes,  but  can  make  good  their  retreat 
upon  the  main  column  should  they  encounter  a superior  force.  But 
when  scattered,  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  plunder,  rather  than  in 
gathering  subsistence  for  the  army,  they  render  themselves  an  easy 
prey  to- an  active  enemy.  In  this  connection  I have  the  honor  to  invite 
your  attention  to  a communication  from  these  headquarters  relative  to 
the  treatment  of  certain  foragers  captured  by  the  enemy  from  General 
Kilpatrick.* 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Woods,  Hazen,  and  John  E.  Smith.) 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Pine  Tree,  Church,  t8.  C'.,  February*  25,,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth-  Army>  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to- submit  the  following' as*^ a report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  this  instant:  I broke  camp  at  7.30  a.  m.  and 
moved  by  a cut  road  parallel  to  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  to  Fine 
Tree  Meeting-House,  a distance  of  eight  miles.  I.  have  ordered  three 
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regiments  to  move  to  McOaskilPs  Cross-ltoads,  four  miles  distant,  with 
instructions  to  hold  that  position.  The  remainder  of  my  command  is 
in  a defensible  position  and  in  bivouac  at  this  point. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  Fields  Pine  Tree  Meeting- Rouse^  February  25.,  1865. 
Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade : 

Colonel  : You  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  posting  of  your 
pickets  to-night,  connecting  on  the  right  with  those  of  General  Rice, 
and  instructing  them  to  be  on  the  alert  and  very  watchful  toward  morn- 
ing. Hampton’s  cavalry,  said  to  be  about  5,000  strong,  are  in  our 
vicinity,  and  captured  most  of  the  foragers  of  the  First  Division  to-day 
and  some  wagons. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Mounted  Infantry, 

Fear  Tillerh  Bridge,  8.  C.,  February  25,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : Pursuant  to  orders  from  headquarters  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps,  1 broke  camp  at  daybreak  this  a.  m.  and  marched  to  this  place, 
at  which  I arrived  at  9 a.  m.,  meeting  with  no  opposition  and  finding 
the  bridge  safe.  We  captured  10  guns,  7 kegs  of  powder,  and  20  pris- 
oners. There  is  another  bridge  four  miles  below.  The  road  is  good  to 
both  bridges  on  this  side.  On  the  opposite  side  the  roads  are  swampy 
for  about  a quarter  of  a mile.  I have  i:)icketed  the  road  at  both  bridges 
and  await  orders.  My  vedettes  have  just  brought  in  a company  of  State 
militia,  seventeen  strong. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CH.  BURKHARDT, 

Major  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  IlougWs  Bridge,  on  Little  Lynches  Creeh,  February  25,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Aryny  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  : The  Fourth  Division  of  my  command  is  encamped  one  mile 
and  a half  east  of  Little  Lynch’s  Creek.  The  First  Division  is  encamp- 
ing on  the  west  side  of  the  creek.  The  Third  Division  will  encamp  from 
three  to  five  miles  back.  I have  not  yet  heard  from  them. 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  FLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 
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^Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

> Rougli^s  Bridge^  Little  LyncJds  Creeh^ 

No.  52.  ) February  25^  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Young’s  Bridge: 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  6 a.  m.,  crossing  Little  Lynch’s  Creek. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
be  prepared  to  move  at  8.30  o’clock,  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  move  next  after  the  troops  of  the 
First  Division,  with  their  tool- wagons  and  ambulances. 

Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  daylight  and  will  march  as  far  as  practicable. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  forward  at  6.30  a.  m. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  follow  the  headquarters  train  of  the 
First  Division. 

Great  care  will  be  taken  that  the  foragers  are  kept  together,  as  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  are  hovering  on  our  flanks. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 

Note. — The  First  Division  not  getting  across  Little  Lynch’s  Creek 
in  time,  the  Fourth  Division  moved  in  advance. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Little  LjyncJds  Greek,  Houglds,  February  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Gommaiiding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  as 
far  as  you  can  to-day  and  go  into  camp.  He  wishes  you  to  send  him 
word  where  you  are.  The  Fourth  Division  will  encamp  on  the  east 
side  of  Little  Lynch’s  Creek,  crossing  at  Hough’s  Bridge;  First  Division 
on  west  side. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  HougFs  Bridge,  S.  €.,  February  25,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  you  will  move  forward  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  following 
the  road  taken  by  the  other  divisions,  crossing  Hough’s  Bridge  on  Little 
Lynch’s  Creek.  Order  the  i)ontoon  train  to  move  with  you.  The  road 
passed  over  to-day  has  been  good  and  I think  you  will  find  it  the  same 
to-morrow.  The  leading  division  will  make  Young’s  Bridge  to-morrow, 
and  the  general  wishes  you  to  make  as  near  that  point  as  practicable. 
Instruct  your  foragers  to  be  on  the  lookout,  as  che  enemy’s  cavalry  are 
scouting  round  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Copeland’s^  S.  (7.,  February  25^  1865, 

Capt.  0.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : 1 have  the  hoDor  to  report  that  this  command  camps  at 
Copeland’s  to-night.  The  advance  reached  it  at  7 p.  m.,  and  at  this 
writing,  8.30  p.  m.,  the  supply  train  and  bridge  train  are  still  to  come 
in.  The  roads  are  terrible.  At  the  least  calculation  1 have  built  four 
miles  of  corduroy  to-day.  Men  and  animals  are  both  extremely  tired. 
The  bridge  train  parked  three  miles  in  rear  of  my  division  last  night. 
Copeland’s  is  on  the  east  bank  of  Flat  Kock  Creek,  two  miles  north  of 
Flat  Rock  Post-Office. 

I am,  caiitain,  very  truly,  yours, 

M.  R.  FORCE, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  February  25 , 1865. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  : It  is  plain  that  we  must  reduce  our  trains.  If  you  will 
order  General  Davis  to  burn  his  trains  beyond  the  river  and  double  his 
teams  I can  make  up  100  or  200  wagons  out  of  the  headquarters  trains 
and  from  Howard  when  we  meet  at  Cberaw.  He  could  discriminate  as 
to  contents,  giving  the  preference  to  those  containing  salt,  sugar,  cof- 
fee, and  bread.  Of  course  the  iiontoon  train  must  be  carried  along. 

I am,  yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAII, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  February  25,  1865. 

General  Slocum,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  General  Sherman  would  like  to  know  if  General  Will- 
iams is  to  move  to-day.  If  he  is.  General  Sherman  would  like  to  see 
you,  but  he  counsels  lying  by  until  better  weather,  or  at  least  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

L.  M.  DAYTOTs^, 

A ssis tan t A dj utan t-  G enera  1. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  near  Warrenton,  8.  C.,  February  25,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gem  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  if  you  find  it  impossible  to  get  your  wagons  over  the  river  you  had 
better  destroy  them  and.  double  your  teams,  being  careful  to  preserve 
your  ammunition,  salt,  sugar,  coffee,  and  hard  bread,  and  the  pontoon 
train.  Should  you  find  it  necessary  to  destroy  any  of  your  wagons 
they  will  be  made  up  to  you  from  other  sources. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROUT.  W DECriERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  ) Hilliardh  Farm,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  order  as  was  ordered  for  to-day.  General  Pardee  will  take  charge 
of  250  teams.  Colonel  Mindil,  150,  and  General  Barnum  the  remainder. 

Each  regiment  will  march  in  a body  by  the  side  of  the  portion  of  the 
train  assigned  to  it,  and  will  be  used  whenever  necessary  to  repair  the 
roads  or  assist  the  teams  through  bad  places. 

The  pioneer  company  of  each  brigade  will  report  at  the  head  of  the 
column  to- General  Pardee,  who  will. use  them,  together  with  his  lead- 
ing regiment,  to  make  corduroy  road  and  other  repairs. 

No  troops  will  leave  the  trains  assigned  to  them  until  they  have 
brought  them  into  camp. 

Whenever  there  is  a halt  in  any  portion  of  the  train,  the  trains  in 
rear  must  move  up  into  park  whenever  the  ground  will  admit. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  February  25, 1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head : 

General:  I inclose  herewith  a copy  of  General  Grant’s  reply*  to 
your  dispatch  of  the  21st.  The  railroad  employes  asked  for  will  not 
be  sent,  at  least  for  the  present.  It  is  presumed  that  before  this  time 
you  have  received  my  dispatch  of  the  19th,  and  have  sent  all  your 
available  white. troops  to  Wilmington.  General  Grant  expects  to  open 
communication  with  General  Sherman  through  North  Carolina,  and 
all  our  efforts  are  to  be  made  in  that  direction.  It  is  hoped  that  you 
will  not  increase  the  number  of  your  military  posts,  and  will  send  as 
many  troops  as  you  possibly  can  to  Wilmington.  We  want  to  hold 
nothing  in  South  Carolina,  at  present  except  the  ports,  and  guns  can 
be  so  arranged  in  the  forts  as  to  command  the  city  of  Charleston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Savannah,  dec.  : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  extract 
from  a letter  to  you  from  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  Quartermaster- 
General  U.  S.  Army,  dated  Washington,  D.  C.,  February  14,  1865,  in 
regard  to  the  railroads  running  from  Savannah. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

M((jor- General,  Commanding. 


" See  Grant  to  Halleck,  1 p.  ni.,  p.  563, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  JS.  0.,  February  25^  1865. 

Col.  A.  Beckwith, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence.  Savannah: 

I ^ave  orders  to  have  Georgetown  occupied,  but  I fear  the  weather 
has  delayed  the  operation.  I go  up  to  Charleston  to-night.  The  navy 
are  in  the  inner  bay  at  Georgetown. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  (7.,  Febrtiary  25^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince, 

Blair^s  Landing^  S.  C.: 

It  is  reported  by  colored  people  that  Hood’s  army,  about  12,000 
strong,  passed  through  Augusta  some  days  since  to  join  Beauregard. 
Finding  himself  cut  off,  he  may  turn  upon  us.  Should  he  appear  on 
your  frojit  you  will  fall  back  to  Port  Royal  Ferry.  The  railroad  can 
l)e  of  no  use  to  him,  and  you  need  not  attempt  to  hold  it  against  a 
greatly  su[)erior  force. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  25^  1865 — 2 a.  m. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  South. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  as  follows:  A num- 
ber of  deserters  from  General  Hardee’s  army  were  brought  in  last  night. 
They  left  the  enemy’s  lines  on  the  21st,  22d,  and  21th  instant,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Santee  River.  It  seems  there  is  no  doubt  that  General 
Sherman  has  taken  Columbia  and  has  advanced  a good  distance  east- 
ward. The  rebel  officers  expressed  the  fear  that  they  were  already  cut 
off  by  General  Sherman’s  army.  General  Hardee  was  said  to  be  ordered 
to  take  with  his  army  the  route  from  Santee  River  along  the  railroad  to 
Florence  and  Cheraw,  S.  C.,  and  from  the  latter  place  to  march  to  Char- 
lotte, N.  C.  General  Hardee’s  army,  now  at  Santee  River,  numbers 
between  10,000  and  12,000,  with  about  forty  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
last  of  his  troops  will  cross  Santee  River  to-day.  General  Potter  was 
yesterday  morning  twenty- two  miles  from  Charleston  on  the  State  road, 
i ordered  him  to  advance  as  far  as  i>ossible  and  try  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  destroying  the  trestle-work  of  the  railroad  line  over  and 
near  Santee  River.  The  Northeastern  Railroad  is  repaired  as  far  as 
Goose  Creek,  and  trains  are  running.  The  repairs  of  the  trestle-work 
at  Goose  Creek  will  require  at  least  three  days.  Three  locomotives  and 
twenty-four  cars  were  ready  yesterday.  Another  train  will  be  furnished 
to-day.  Telegraph  communication  was  established  yesterday  between 
Goose  Creek  and  Charleston,  and  will  probably  be  established  between 
Charleston  and  General  Potter’s  command.  Major  Place  is  at  work  on 
the  State  road  bridge  over  Goose  Creek.  I am  informed  that  there  are 
between  six  and  seven  feet  of  water  in  Cooi)er  River  near  Santee  Canal 
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(Monk^s  Corner),  and  that  the  canal  may  be  passed  by  row-boats  and 
perhaps  light-draft  steamers.  The  Savannah,  with  100  men,  will 
leave  here  this  morning  at  9 o’clock,  accompanied  by  one  or  two  gun- 
boats, and  is  ordered  to  go  up  Cooper  River  to  the  head  of  navigation 
(Santee  Canal,  Monk’s  Corner).  The  vessels  will  make  as  much  noise  as 
possible,  firing  to  the  eastward,  and  try  to  connect  with  General  Potter 
as  soon  as  possible.  Should  the  river  prove  as  navigable  as  pilots 
report  it  to  be.  General  Potter  will  to-day  have  a new  and  more  simple 
base.  I shall  order  the  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with  a 
number  of  row-boats,  up  Cooper  River  to  try  to  pass  the  canal  and  to 
Santee  River.  Admiral  Dahlgren  was  to  land  yesterday  350  marines 
on  the  northern  shore  of  Santee  River,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  the 
gun-boats  against  the  Georgetown  battery.  I have  not  been  able  to 
send  any  force  to  Santee  River  up  to  this  moment.  The  One  hundred 
and  fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers  have  not  yet  arrived,  neither 
has  Colonel  Van  Wyck’s  brigade.  The  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, which  I ordered  in  from  General  Potter’s  command  for  that  pur- 
pose, has  not  yet  reported.  I have  therefore  been  obliged  to  order  300 
men  of  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  Santee  River  on  board  the 
Augusta.  Ensign  Neil,  commanding  the  Augusta,  will  leave  the  harbor 
at  daylight.  The  officers  have  full  instructions,  and  the  movement  will 
be  supported  by  the  navy.  I would  resx^ectfully  repeat  my  application 
for  the  appointment  of  a regular  and  able  commissary  for  this  district. 
I am  very  much  in  want  of  cavalry  saddles  and  bridles  and  of  artillery 
harness.  To  hasten  the  work  on  the- railroad  requires  a large  number 
of  axes’ and  spades,  wffich  are  not  to  be  had  in  this  district.  The  trestle- 
work  of  the  railroad  bridges  requires  a large  amount  of  lumber,  twelve 
by  twelve,  and  a supply  of  six-inch  spikes.  The  commissary  stores  have 
finally  arrived.  I have  ordered  about  400  deserters  and  prisoners  and 
some  cattle  to  be  sent  to  Hilton  Head  by  the  Loyalist. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General.  Gommanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  8.  (7.,  February  25^  1865. 

Brigadier- General  Hatch, 

Commanding  Coast  Division: 

General  : I have  the  honor'to  request  that  the  cavalry  from  under 
your  command  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  as  soon  as  practicable,  as  I 
wish  to  send  them  to  Brigadier-General  Potter. 

I am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  op  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 

Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  HatcJds  Division: 

Colonel:  As  soon  as  your  brigade  is  ready  it  will  cross  over  the 
Ashley  River  and  will  proceed  to  the  Northeastern  Railroad  depot,  from 
whence  it  will  take  the  cars  to  Goose  Creek.  Lieutenant  Hagens,  act- 
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lug’  assistant  quarfcerinaster  aud  chief  quartermaster  of  this  district  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation.  Captain  Blau,  acting  aide-de- 
camp  of  the  staff' of  the  brigadier- general  commanding,  will  guide  your 
command.  The  proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  straggling  in  the 
city.  The  troops  will  march  with  bands  playing  and  colors  flying. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Schimmelfennig: 

el.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  February  25.,  1865. 

Col.  B.  P.  Brown,  Jr., 

157th  New  York  Volunteers : 

Colonel:  You  will  cross  over  to  Charleston  City  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. Lieutenant  Hagens,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  will  fur- 
nish transportation.  Captain  Blau,  acting  aide  de  camp  of  the  briga- 
dier-general’s (commanding)  staff',  will  guide  your  command.  The 
proper  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  straggling  in  the  city.  Captain 
Blau  will  conduct  your  command  to  the  fortiflcation  outside  of  the  city. 
Your  regiment  will  have  their  colors  flying  and  band  playing  when 
mai*ching  through  the  city. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  8.  C.,  February  25, 1865 — 9 a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter: 

General  : Deserters  who  came  in  around  your  command  to-day  state 
that  the  enemy  had  outposts  on  this  (east)  side  of  Cooper  Biver,  oppo- 
site Strawberry  Ferry.  Others  state  that  the  last  of  the  enemy’s  infan- 
try will  cross  Santee  River  to-day,  aud  that  the  trestle-work  and  railroad 
bridge  are  not  yet  burned.  Try  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so.  I will 
furnish  you  to-morrow  with  another  base.  I understand  that  there  is 
from  five  to  seven  feet  of  water  in  Cooper  River  up  to  Santee  Canal, 
Monk’s  Corner.  The  tin-clad  Savannah  will  leave  here  to-day  at  1)  a.  m. 
with  100  men,  and  probably  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  gun-boats, 
and  is  ordered  to  proceed  up  Cooper  River  to  the  head  of  navigation 
(Santee  Canal,  Monk’s  Corner),  and  to  make  in  going  up  as  much  noise 
as  possible,  firing  eastward.  Tlie  officer  in  command  has  orders  to  con- 
nect with  you  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Augusta  will  leave  at  day- 
light this  morning  Avith  300  men  of  the  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  proceed  to  Santee  River,  ascend  the  river  to  the  railroad 
bridge  if  possible,  and  connect  with  you  in  that  neighborhood.  The 
navy  will  support  this  movement  Avith  gun-boats,  steam  and  other 
launclies.  Colonel  Van  Wyck’s  brigade  has  not  arrived,  nor  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-seventh  New  YT)rk  Volunteers,  nor  the  Fifty-second 
Pennsylvania.  I will  forward  Colonel  Van  Wyck’s  brigade  by  trains 
to  Goose  Creek  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  Guides  furnished  by  you  and 
your  orders  should  be  ready  for  them  there  to-day,  and  await  them. 
They  will  be  provided  with  three  days’  rations.  Yesterday  I ordered 
37  R R — VOL  XLVTI,  FT  II 
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200  men  of  the  Twenty-hrst  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  report  to  you. 
Telegraphic  communication  is  established  between  here  and  Goose 
Creek.  Yesterday  afternoon  Captain  Luttwitz  sent  a telegraph  oper- 
ator with  instrument,  &c.,  up  the  railroad  to  find  you.  Five  mounted 
orderlies  have  been  stationed  at  Goose^  Creek  to  convey  dispatches  to 
and  from  you.  After  telegraphic  communication  has  been  assured  they 
will  be  at  your  disposal  for  other  purposes.  Five  more  wagons  will  be 
sent  for  you  to  Goose  Creek  by  train  this  morning.  For  one  section  of 
artillery  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  horses  and  harness.  The  last 
report  received  from  you  was  given  to  me  verbally  by  Captain  Luttwitz 
after  he  had  seen  you  day  before  yesterday.  The  Fifty-second  Penn- 
sylvania, after  having  reported  to  these  headquarters,  will  take  up 
Cooper  River  a number  of  boats,  and  you  may  order  them  to  enter 
Santee  River  by  way  of  the  Santee  Canal,  if  the  latter  should  not  be 
passable  by  the  Savannah. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  jmur  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston.!  S.  0.,  February  25^  1865. 
CoMDG.  Officer  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops: 

Captain:  Your  command  Avill  immediately  march  in  from  the  lines 
to  the  Atlantic  Dock,  where  they  will  hold  tliemselves  in  readiness  to 
embark  Avithout  delay  on  the  tin-clad  Augusta.  They  will  draw  from 
the  chief  commissary  of  the  district  enough  rations  to  enable  them  to 
have  on  hand  ten  days’  rations  from  to-morrow  morning. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig: 

J.  W.  DICKINSON, 

CupL,  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  S.  C.,  February  25^  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Bavannali.,  Ga. : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  no  aban- 
doned or  captured  property  of  any  kind  whatever  be  put  on  board  any 
Government  transport  for  the  purpose  of  removing  it  from  your  district, 
without  proper  authority  from  the  U.  S.  Treasury  agent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Hatch.) 


(Tty  Point,  Va.,  February  25^  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Fortress  ^^o)lroe: 

Do  not  hesitate  about  making  any  clianges  in  commanders  you  may 
think  nece.^sary.  I supposed  Palmer  had  Kinston  before  this.  1 think 
by  all  means  you  should  get  Goldsboroiigh,  and  hold  and  su])ply  it  as 
soon  as  possible.  If  you  nave  information  of  Sh(*rman  coming  in  at 
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aoy  other  point,  you  will, of  course,  want  to  meet  him  with  supplies.  If 
lie  should  come  to  Fayetteville,  you  could  send  supplies  after  his  arrival 
there.  Prepare  to  send  supplies  forward  to  Fayetteville  the  moment 
you  know  Sherman  is  coming  in  there. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutcita  tit- General. 

(Sent  by  telegraph  to  Fort  Monroe  and  thence  by  boat  to  Wilming- 
ton.) 


W1L3I1NGTON,  N.  C.,  February  4?5,  1865. 

(Received  March  5.) 


Maj.  Gen.  M.  G.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

General:  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  we  are  in  Wilmington. 
The  enemy  evacuated  and  destroyed  all  Government  shops  and  mate- 
rial. I am  securing  all  the  iiroperty  that  will  be  of  service  to  the 
department.  I hope  the  engine  and  cars  will  be  forwarded  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  Please  direct  that  two  light-draft  propeller  tug- 
boats and  two  side-wheel  tug  boats  be  ordered  here  for  duty  as  soon 
as  possible.  This  department  is  deficient  in  assistant  quartermasters. 
Please  send  six  good  efficient  officers.  1 will  send  you  regular  reports 
and  estimates  as  soon  as  I get  the  department  organized.  The  army 
is  in  good  spirits.  We  have  been  crowned  with  success. 

I am,  general,  verj^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  DODGE, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster^  Dept,  of  North  Carolina. 


Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  25^  1865. 

(Received  4 p.  m.  March  5.) 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  McOallum, 

Washington : 

Wilmington  is  in  our  possession  and  General  Schofield  wishes  the 
railroad  leading  from  here  to  Goldsborough  opened  up  immediately.  I 
am  ready  to  commence  work  at  once,  but  have  not  received  a single 
car  or  locomotive  yet,  nor  any  of  the  supplies  which  I have  made 
requisitions  for.  Nothing  of  any  importance  can  be  done  here  until  we 
get  these  supplies  and  rolling-stock.  If  the  rolling  stock  has  not  been 
shipped,  would  it  not  be  well  to  send  some  from  City  Point  to  this 
point  at  once'?  I can  change  the  gauge  afterward,  but  1 must  have 
something  to  work  with  now.  I also  need  more  men.  OaiFt  you  send 
me  ])art  of  the  construction  force  in  Virginia  until  my  men  arrive  from 
the  West?  1 would  like  to  have  McAlnine  with  500  men  sent  here  as 
soon  as  it  is  possible  to  send  them. 

W.  W.  WRIGHT, 

Chief  Engineer  Government  Railroads.,  d)c. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  II.  ) Wilmington,  N C.,  February  25,  1865. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  I).  Cox  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
District  of  Beanfoid,  He  will  repair  without  delay  to  New  Rerne, 
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N.  0.,  and  assume  the  command  to  which  he  is  assigned.  Brig.  Gen. 
I.  N.  Palmer  will  report  to  Major  General  Cox  for  duty. 

* ^ * # * # * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjuta^it- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  25,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 

General:  Your  assignment  to  the  District  of  Beaufort  is  for  tem- 
porary purposes  only.  The  object  to  be  gained  by  your  operations  is 
the  possession  of  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough,  so  that 
it  may  be  put  in  order  for  the  use  of  the  army.  The  troops  moving 
from  this  place  will  at  the  same  time  open  the  Wilmington  and  Golds- 
borough road,  and,  if  necessary,  will  act  in  conjunction  with  you  in 
securing  the  crossing  of  the  Neuse  River  and  the  occupation  of  Kins- 
ton and  Goldsborough.  These  operations  are  to  be  begun  at  once  and 
pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  practicable,  so  that  the  workmen  may 
not  be  delayed  in  reconstructing  the  road.  The  details  of  your  oper- 
ations are  left  entirely  to  your  own  judgment.  Please  communicate 
with  me  frequently,  giving  me  full  information  of  the  situation  of 
affairs. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wilmington,  February  25,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beat  fort  : 

General  : The  vessels  cari  ying  General  Ruger’s  troops  were  ordered 
to  await  orders  from  me  in  Beaufort  Harbor.  Please  order  them  to 
return  to  Fort  Monroe  and  report  by  telegraph  to  Brigadier-General 
Rucker,  quartermaster  in  Washington,  for  orders. 

Very  respect  full  v, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  1).  N.  Couch, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  concentrate  your  division 
at  Wilmington,  where  Colonel  Moore’s  brigade  now  is.  The  troops  will 
march  and  the  baggage  be  brought  u])  by  boat. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  ca:mpbell. 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Gi:jseral  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  8.  ) WilmingtoH.f  K.  6’.,  February  25^  1865. 

1.  During  tlie  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding 
Biig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Eeilly,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army'  Corps, 

No.  17.  ) Wihninfiton,  N.  C.,  February  25.,  1865. 

I.  The  general  commanding  having  been  ordered  to  Beaufort,  N. 
C.,  the  following  officers  of  his  stall  will  accompany  him:  Maj.  T.  T. 
Dow,  acting  assistant  inspector- general;  Maj.  Theodore  Cox,  assistant 
adjutant -general;  Capt.  Hobert  Ford,  aide-de-camp;  Capt.  E.  E. 
Tracy,  aide- de  camp. 

II.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  Maj.  Theodore  Cox,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  Capt.  C.  I).  Ehodes,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, Second  Brigade,  will  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  these  heachpiarters. 

III.  Capt.  Levi  T.  Scofield,  Company  F,  One  hundred  and  third 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  hereby  detailed  as  topographical  engineer. 
Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  date  from  November  30, 
1801. 


By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 


THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Northeast  Station^  V.  C.,  February  25.,  1865. 

All  further  foraging  by  any  iiersons  of  this  command,  except  by  iier- 
inission  from  these  headquarters,  is  prohibited.  The  pickets  will  be 
instriuded  to  permit  none  to  pass  out  of  the  lines,  except  upon  passes  so 
approved. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department 

Washinyton  City,  February  25,  1865 — 12.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  Dix, 

New  Yorl'  : 

An  order  will  at  the  proper  time  be  issued  by  this  Department  to 
General  Anderson  to  replace  the  Hag  on  Sumter,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  you  to  issue  any  order. 

EDWIN  :\r.  STANTON, 

tSeeretary  of  War. 
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Washington  City, 
IjeiiteiiaDt-Geiieral  Grant  : 


War  DLrARTAIENT, 
February  1865 — 12.25  p.  w. 

(Received  ]>.  m.) 


Tlie  Chief  of  Ordnance  sent  yesterday  an  ordnance  officer  to  Cape 
I'ear  River  to  secure  the  captured  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  1 
liave  made  the  appointment  of  Schofield  brigadier-general  in  regular 
army. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


City  Point,  A^a.,  Fehrnary  26 ^ 1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I regretted  greatly  when  I learned  that  General  Gillmore  had  been 
assigned  to  tlie  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South.  He  proba- 
bly will  be  a suitable  officer  to  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
fortifications  on  the  seacoast,  but  on  that  dut}^  he  should  be  required 
to  have  all  his  requisitions  approved  by  General  Delafield  or  he  will 
expend  too  much.  Foreseeing  the  fall  of  Charleston,  1 sent  orders  to 
General  Gillmore  in  advance  of  hearing  of  the  event  to  occupy  the 
necessary  points  on  the  coast  for  us  to  hold  with  minimum  garrisons, 
and  send  the  balance  of  his  forces  to  the  Cape  Fear  River,  and  to  send 
all  white  troops,  leaving  the  colored  ones  where  they  have  been  raised 
and  where  their  families  are.  Before  he  received  that  order  I suppose  he 
sent  a letter  calling  for  from  4,000  to  5,000  more  troops,  1,000  mounted 
men,  with  which  he  expects,  by  uniting  the  civil  with  the  military,  to 
feed  and  foster  the  Union  sentiment.  1 feel  confident  that,  with  Gen- 
eral Terry  in  command  of  that  department,  instead  of  wanting  an 
addition  to  his  force,  he  will  spare  10,000  men  to  be  used  elsewhere, 
and  the  balance  will  be  much  more  economically  supported  and  use- 
fully employed.  He  will  administer  the  affairs  of  his  department  with 
sense  and  judgment,  and  will  not  talk  about  expeditions  and  conquests 
where  there  is  no  enemy  to  oppose  him.  He  will  also  prove  a most 
excellent  man  to  organize  colored  troops. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  ten  an  t-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Ingraliands  House,  S.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 
General  Howard: 

March  slow  and  in  order.  Send  to  break  the  railroad.  General 
Davis  is  not  yet  across  the  Catawba.  The  treshet  carried  away  his 
])ontoons,  and  1 think  he  will  have  to  burn  a part  of  his  trains.  The 
Twentieth  Corps  is  at  Hanging  Rock,  and  I think  General  Kilpatrick 
is  at  Lancaster.  I will  go  with  the  Twentieth  Corps  by  Horton’s 
Tavern  and  Blakenv’s  Bridge. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 
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Special  ^ Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  ■ Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  50.  ) Tillvr'H  Bridge^  B.  0.,  February  26,  1865. 

I.  The  command  will  move  tomorrow  at  7 a.  m.  on  Oheraw,  concen- 
trating? at  that  point  on  the  1st  of  March.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps? 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Log'an  commanding,  will  move  in  two  columns- 
The  right  column  will  cross  Lynch’s  Creek  at  Kelly’s  Bridge  and  move 
by  the  way  of  New  Market  and  Society  Hill.  A sufficient  force  of 
mounted  men  will  accompany  the  right  column  to  be  able  when  the 
column  has  approached  Society  Hill  to  break  the  railroad  below  that 
point  and  cut  offi  whatever  trains  may  be  above  Black  Creek.  The 
left  column  will  move  by  the  direct  route  crossing  Lynch’s  Creek  at 
Tiller’s  Bridge.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair 
commanding,  will  cross  Lynch’s  Creek  at  Young’s  Bridge  and  move 
upon  the  direct  route  via  McDonald’s.  Headquarters  of  the  depart- 
ment will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  left  column  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

A, vs istan  t Adjutan i- OeneraJ. 


[Indorsement  on  Generiil  Logan'.s  copy  ] 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

TiUer^s  Bridge,  8.  G.,  February  26,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

It  is  impossible  to  comply  with  this  order.  Lynch’s  Creek  is  now,  on 
account  of  the  freshet,  some  three-quarters  of  a mile  wide,  and,  for  some 
distance  in  many  places,  swimming  to  a horse.  I have  neither  pontoons 
nor  any  material  to  bridge  the  stream.  The  general  commanding  was 
over  the  stream  Avith  me  to-day  and  certainly  could  see  the  impractica- 
bility of  crossing  without  destroying  all  our  subsistence  and  ammuni- 
tion. If  that  is  desirable  I can  swim  my  men  and  animals  and  cross 
with  a destruction  of  ammunition  and  supplies.  It  is  an  easy  matter 
to  put  an  order  on  paper  that  cannot  be  obeyed,  and  then  place  the 
responsibility  on  those  Avho  fail  to  comiily.  I only  have  to  say  that  I 
cannot  cross  this  stream  Avith  my  command  under  all  the  circumstances 
until  the  water  subsides,  and  hereby  protest  against  the  order  as  being 
impossible  to  be  obeyed. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tillers  Bridge,  8.  €.,  February  26,  1865. 

'Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Bepartment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  We  ha\"e  attempted  to  cross  some  regimental  teams  over 
Lynch’s  Creek,  but  the  Avater  is  so  high  that  I have  ordered  the  trains 
to  go  into  park  on  this  side  of  the  stream,  as  I believe  it  will  beimpos- 
sible  to  pass  our  trains  over  without  damage  to  our  ammunition  and 
subsistcmce  supplies  until  the  water  subsides. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kear  Tiller^s  Bridge^  S.  0.,  February  26^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I left 
iny  camp  near  West’s  Cross-Koads  at  7 o’clock  this  morniug,  marching 
on  this  point  by  way  of  Pine  Tree  Church.  I am  now  encamped  within 
one  mile  of  Tiller’s  Bridge,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Camden  and  Cheraw 
road  with  the  Young’s  Bridge  and  Bishop ville  road,  with  one  brigade 
toward  Bishopville,  facing  south;  one  toward  Camden,  facing  west; 
one  toward  Young’s  Bridge,  facing  north.  My  headquarters  are  at  the 
cross-roads. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  DmsioN,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xear  Tillerh  Bridge,  8.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  A prisoner  brought  in  this  evening  reports  that  he  left 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee’s  army  yesterday  morning  at  Florence,  and 
that  it  is  now  marching  up  the  road  between  that  point  and  Cheraw, 
with  the  head  of  column,  as  the  prisoner  supposes,  at  Cheraw  to-night. 
The  enemy  he  reports  to  be  moving  with  the  intention  of  uniting  at 
Charlotte. 

I am,  major,  very  resnectfully, 

C.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wesfs  Cross-Roads,  8.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 
Col.  George  A.  Stone, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  15th  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  In  addition  to  the  instructions  you  have  doubtless 
received  from  Major-General  Woods,  your  immediate  commander,  you 
will  please  act  as  rearguard  to  the  column,  at  the  same  time  continuing 
and  affording  your  escort  to  the  pontoon  train. 

The  rebel  General  Plampton,  with  quite  a cavalry  force,  is  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  it  behooves  us  to  resort  to  every  means  to  preserve 
our  trains  and  the  column  from  sudden  dashes  of  cavalry. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistan t Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  PTfteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge,  February  26,  1865. 
General  Hazen,  Commanding  8econd  Division: 

Tlie  rebel  cavalry  that  were  on  this  side  of  the  river  have  moved 
dowji  in  the  direction  of  your  camp  on  the  road  on  which  we  encamped 
last  night.  Look  well  to  your  w^agons  and  foraging  parties. 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  Smith,  Third  Division.) 
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IIdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kelbfs  Brigdey  8.  (7.,  February  26 y 1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assist  an  t Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  arrived  at  this  point  at 
12  m.  to-day,  and  crossed  two  brigades  and  the  battery.  The  water  then 
rose  so  high  as  to  necessitate  the  construction  of  temporary  bridges  over 
several  deep  parts  of  the  stream.  The  condition  of  the  crossing  pre- 
vented the  crossing  of  the  trains.  The  water  is  now  reported  falling, 
wliich  will  enable  me  to  complete  the  work  early  to-morrow. 

About  seventy  rebel  cavalry  were  across  the  river  this  evening  and 
l)robably  captured  a few  of  the  First  Division  foragers. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 

I have  not  previously  reported  concerning  the  capture  of  Camden  on 
the  24th.  On  the  22d  and  23d  the  foragers  of  this  division  skirmished 
up  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  were  twice  repulsed,  but  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d  entered  the  town,  capturing  several  militiamen.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th  a party  of  foragers  approaching  the  left  of  the  town 
Avere  captured  by  a small  party  of  Hampton’s  cavalry,  but  those 
approaching  from  the  right  carried  the  town,  releasing  their  comrades 
and  killing  one  militiaman.  We  afterward  captured  the  post  com- 
missary and  chaplain.  There  was  found  in  town  50,000  rations  of 
corn  meal  and  several  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  all  of  which  was 
burned  before  the  fact  was  known  to  me.  Several  other  captures  have 
been  made  of  officers  and  men  driven  awa.y  from  the  place.  A regiment 
from  the  Fourth  Division  occupied  the  place  for  a short  time. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division, ’Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kelljfs  Ferryy  8.  (7.,  Febrtiary  26y  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistarit  Adjutant- General y Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  moved  at 
10.30  o’clock  this  a.  m.  (following  First  Division)  on  Camden  road  via 

line  Tree  and Churches  to  Kelly’s  Ferry,  encamping  at  4.30 

p.  m.  Distance  marched,  twelve  miles.  Uiion  arriving  at  

Church  I was  informed  by  foragers  and  negroes  that  about  250  rebel 
cavalry  had  been  seen  upon  and  near  the  road  after  the  Second  Division 
had  ])assed  over  it.  I sent  a small  force  of  my  escort  company  forward 
and  deidoyed  three  companies  of  infantry  as  skirmishers,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  developing  any  of  the  enemy.  A foraging  party  from  this 
command  went  to  Bishopville  this  morning  and  found  a small  force  of 
cavalry,  which  retreated.  The  division  is  encami)ed  in  line  about  one- 
quarter  of  a mile  west  of  Lynch’s  Creek,  covering  roads  to  the  rear. 
These  headquarters  are  at  Kelly’s  house. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

3 NO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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Hdqrs,  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Lynelds  Creek,  S.  C.,  February  SO,  18()5. 
MaJ.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjntant-Geyieral,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follo\viiij>’  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  iny  command  this. instant : I broke  camp  at  7 a.  in.  and  moved 
upon  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  to  Lynch’s  Creek,  seven  miles  dis- 
tant, viiere  I arrived  at  10.30  a.  m.,  and  found  tlie  low  land  contingent 
to  the  stream  submerged  with  water  to  a mean  depth  of  three  feet,  and 
extending  over  a flat  of  half  a mile  in  breadth,  and  although  the  bridge 
across  the  main  channel  was  intact,  the  roads  were  impracticable  for 
the  passing  of  army  trains,  and  the  water  rising  rapidly.  In  order  to 
secure  the  bridge  and  occupy  the  ])osition  designated  in  orders  from 
cor])s  headquarters,  I succeeded  in  crossing  one  brigade  of  infantry  and 
my  battery,  although  the  men  were  compelled  to  wade  in  the  water  to 
their  waists,  making  a lodgment  on  the  opposite  bank  at  12  m.  Prior 
to  the  crossing  of  this  force  the  foraging  details  from  my  own  com- 
mand, and  others  of  the  corps,  had  encountered  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and 
been  driven  in  toward  Tiller’s  Bridge,  but  were  checked  by  the  appear- 
ance of  my  infantry  and  the  addition  of  a few  mounted  men  of  the 
Seventh  Illinois  Veteran  Yolunteers  and  orderlies  attached  to  these 
headquarters.  It  is  impossible  to  state  definitely,  to-night,  the  losses 
or  casualties  incident  to  the  promiscuous  skirmishing  which  took  place. 
Nine  of  the  enemy  are  known  to  have  been  killed,  several  wounded 
brought  in,  and  five  taken  prisoners.  A list  of  the  casualties  of  my 
command  will  be  forwarded  in  due  time.  The  enemy’s  force  is  various^ 
estimated  at  from  500  to  2,000,  and  reported  as  passing  to  my  right 
toward  evening.  In  the  skirmishing  Avhich  took  iilace  I am  pleased 
to  mention  the  name  of  Corpl.  Elijah  G.  Davis,  Company  I,  Eighty- 
first  Ohio  Volunteers,  with  forage  detail,  who  distinguished  himself  by 
refusing  to  surrender  when  attacked  by  four  rebels,  and  fought  hand  to 
hand  with  them  until  he  received  seven  wounds,  and  finally  escaped 
death  on  the  spot  by  the  assistance  of  a comrade.  His  wounds,  it  is 
thought,  will  not  prove  fatal,  and  consist  mainly  of  saber  cuts.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon  I succeeded  in  crossing  the  remainder  of  my  infantry 
(except  five  companies  left  as  guard  to  train),  and  have  placed  my  com- 
mand in  a defensible  position,  strongly  picketing  all  apiiroaches  to  the 
bridge.  I have  not  been  able  to  cross  any  portion  of  my  sup])ly  or 
ordnance  train  except  thirty-six  boxes  ammunition  which  had  to  be 
brought  a portion  of  the  way  by  hand.  The  water,  up  to  9 ]).  m.,  is  still 
rising,  and  in  some  places  can  not  be  forded. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  ^ TIdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [ In  the  Field,  Bine  Tree  Meeting-House,  S.  C., 

No.  27.  ) February  26,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  this  instant  (the 
leading  brigade  moving  out  upon  the  road  at  G.30  a.  m.)  upon  the  direct 
road  to  Tiller’s  Bridge,  iii  the  following  order: 

The  First  Brigade  in  advance,  with  two  regiments  in  advance  and 
two  marcliing  by  the  side  of  the  battery;  Second  Brigade  in  the  cen- 
tei'  marching  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  in  two  ranks  on  each  side,  if 
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possible;  Third  Brigade  in  rear,  with  one  regimeut  as  rear  guard  and 
the  others  marching  by  the  side  of  the  t rains.  Trains  in  same  order  as 
yesterday. 

The  attention 'of  brigade  (commanders  andoflieers  in  (diarge  of  trains 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  we  shall  be  in  advance  of  the  entire  corps  and 
that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  is  in  strong  force  on  our  flanks,  and  it  is  there 
fore  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  division  column  is  moved  well 
closed  up  and  compact,  and  the  foragers  instructed  to  act  as  flankers. 

Let  the  movement  from  camp  be  ])rom])t.  The  regiments  now  absent 
from  the  division  will  rejoin  their  respective  commands  at  7 a.  m.  today. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  (fen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  XL  INVERTS, 
Assistan f A djufant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters ‘Seventeenth  Army  Corps., 
Youiufs  Bridfie^  S.  C.,  Fehrnary  26,  I860 — 2 p.  ni. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : My  advance  is  at  this  point.  I will  put  one  division  across 
to-night,  if  practicable.  The  bridge  all  right,  but  the  approach  on  both 
sides  is  very  bad.  I shall  have  to  corduroy  one-(]uarter  of  a mile  on  one 
side  and  about  one  mile  on  the  other.  Two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry 
crossed  here  this  a.  m.,  coming  from  our  right.  T expect  two  divisions 
up  to  night.  The  rear  division  within  five  miles. 

Itespectfuliy, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-Generat. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TiUersviUe  Bridye^  Fehrnary  26,  J865 — 3.P5  p,  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Dear  General:  General  Logan  has  the  most  of  Corse’s  division 
across  the  Lynch,  but  the  water  is  over  the  road  for  about  a mile.  1 
wish  you  to  move  from  Young’s  Bridge  to  Cheraw  direct  in  three  days, 
at  least.  Logan  will  do  the  same.  We  had  (piite  a skirmish  with  rebel 
cavalry  near  Woodham’s,  as  marked  on  the  map.  The  rebels  charged 
our  skirmish  line  and  foragers.  They  lost  a good  many  horses  and  a 
few  wounded  and  ])risoners.  General  Jjognn  took  about  100  prisoners 
yesterday  at  Tiller’s  Bridge. 

Very  res])ectfully, 

().  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-Generat. 

P.  S. — The  water  has  risen  considerably  within  the  last  two  hours, 
and  it  will  be  impossible  to  cross  any  more  of  the  train  until  the  water 
subsides.  I think  by  to-morrow  morning  the  water  will  fall  so  that  the 
wagons  can  be  crossed  without  difficulty. 

Respectfully, 

O.  ().  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Lyncli’s  Creel:,  Youn(/s  Bridge,  *8.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  : The  water  od  the  road  for  about  a mile  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Lyuch  is  from  two  to  four  feet  deep,  but  is  falling-  slowly.  I think 
I shall  be  able  to  cross  my  train  in  the  morning.  I am  building  a foot 
bridge  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  V.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  53.  i Young's  Bridge,  S.  G.,  February  26,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  in ‘the  direction  of  Cheraw. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  be  iire- 
pared  to  move  at  7 a.  m.,  and  if  the  water  is  low  enough  on  the  road 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  will  cross  at  that  hour. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
be  prepared  to  move  at  8.30  o’clock  and  will  follow  the  First  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  6 a.  m.  and  will  follow  the  route  of  the  corps.  He  will  move 
as  far  as  practicable  to  morrow,  endeavoring  to  close  up  to  the  rest  of 
the  command. 

The  bridge  train  will  move  as  General  Force  will  direct.  The  troops 
will  move  on  the  right  of  the  train. 

Division  commanders  will  take  all  possible  precautions  to  prevent 
dashes  of  the  enemy  on  the  trains. 

The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First 
Division  with  their  tool  wagons  and  ambulances.  Their  train  will  fol- 
low the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  move  with  the  train  of  First  Division 
headquarters. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  cross  the  river  at  6 a.  m. 
and  await  orders  on  the  oi)posite  side. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  26,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication.  I started  a dispatch  from  here 
about  8 o’clock  last  night,  directing  you  to  move  forward  at  daylight 
this  a.  m.  The  roads  are  good  between  your  camp  and  here. 
Respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 

Assist  an  t A djutan  t-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

HougWs  Bridge^  tS.  (7.,  February  26^  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  crossing  was  vacated 
for  my  command  at  5.45  p.  m.  to  day.  The  road  was  so  badly  destroyed 
as  to  make  it  impracticable  to  pass  my  train,  the  bottom  having  utterly 
given  out  in  some  places,  and  the  turns  necessary  to  keep  an  army 
wagon  from  going  out  of  sight,  rendered  it  impossible  to  get  a pontoon 
wagon  on  the  bridge.  I set  a heavy  force  at  work,  and  by  midnight 
will  have  a good  bridge  and  corduroy  entirely  across.  Will  move  at 
daylight. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  F.  FORCE, 

Brigadier- Genera Comm anding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Ingrahands  House^  8.  0.,  February  26,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General;  The  general-in-chief  would  like  to  hear  all  the  news  from 
General  Davis  which  you  get  during  the  night  as  soon  as  you  can  let 
him ; he  also  thinks  you  should  hold  the  Twentieth  Corps  in  its  present 
camp  until  General  Davis  has  crossed  the  river  and  began  his  march. 
I am,  general,  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fast  Bank  of  Cataivba  River ^ February  26,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 
Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Left  Wing: 

Captain:  Misfortunes  never  come  single.  The  work  of  crossing  the 
trains  was  continued  last  night  until  about  12.30  o’clock,  when  the 
bridge  gave  way  in  the  center.  All  the  boats  but  two  have  been  recov- 
ered. The  balking  and  planking  were  lost.  The  river  is  still  rising,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  the  anchors  will  hold  the  boats  in  their  places  against 
the  heavy  current.  Material  to  reconstruct  the  bridge  is  being  gath- 
ered from  houses,  and  an  attempt  to  relay  it  will  be  made  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  roads  still  continue  to  be  impassable,  and  corduroy  has 
to  be  made  in  every  direction  where  a wagon  is  to  be  driven.  The 
weather  seems  to  indicate  signs  of  clearing  off.  If  so,  the  river,  I 
think,  will  soon  run  down  and  the  roads  dry  up  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
get  on.  In  the  meantime  say  to  the  general  that  we  will  not  lose  one 
moment. 

1 am,  very  resi)ectfu)lv, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


590 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Headouarters  Left  Wjn(;, 

Febrnarij  20^  1865 — 10  i).  m. 

JMajoi-Geiieral  IJavis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  General  Sherman  lias  ordered  the  Twentieth  Corps  to 
remain  in  its  present  eamp  until  your  corps  crosses  the  river.  He  has 
also  sent  orders  to  Howard  to  advance  no  farther  until  further  orders. 
He  feels  extremely  anxious  about  your  situation.  I hope  you  will  suc- 
ceed in  crossing  to-morrow.  If  you  cannot  repair  your  present  bridge 
it  seems  to  me  that  your  best  course  will  be  to  start  at  daylight  and  lay 
the  bridge  at  Peay’s  Ferry,  where  Howard  crossed,  sending  the  trains 
already  over  with  Morgan’s  division  directly  to  this  point.  By  this 
course  1 think  you  can  get  everything  over  to-morrow,  and  can  then 
push  on  here  via  Liberty  Hill  and  Bussell  Place.  Please  let  me  hear 
from  you  as  often  as  ])ossible. 

Very  respectfullj^, 

H.  AV.  8LOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Ilanging  Rock  Post-Office.  February  26.  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  A^djt.  Gen.j  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  reply  to  the  com- 
munication of  General  Kilpatrick,  inclosed  herewith.*  General  Kilpat- 
rick has  been  misinformed,  and  has  had  his  feelings  strongly  excited 
by  false  statements.  General  Geary’s  division  with  his  train  and  about 
100  cavalry'wagons  were  held  in  readiness  to  cross  the  bridge  atBocky 
Mount  Ferry  all  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  instant.  The  train  of  Geary’s 
division  commenced  crossing  at  5 p.  m.  I was  with  it,  and  informed 
General  Geary  in  person  that  General  Kilpatrick  would  be  entitled  to 
the  bridge  at  7 o’clock,  unless  General  Sherman  postponed  the  hour 
for  which  application  had  been  made.  General  Kilpatrick  should  not 
forget  that  delay  of  General  Geary  was  caused  mainly  by  crossing  more 
than  2C0  of  his  own.  wagons  now  with  this  corps.  Under  General 
Sherman’s  order  General  Kilpatrick  could  have  taken  the  bridge  at  7 
o’clock.  No  order  or  instructions  of  mine  to  General  Geary  could  have 
prevented  it  of  course.  General  Geary  was  confident,  however,  that 
with  his  whole  division  to  assist  his  trains  he  could  complete  the  cross- 
ing by  7.30  to  8 o’clock.  The  five  cavalrymen  who  were  punished  by 
my  provost-marshal  (not  while  the  whole  corps  marched  by,  but  for 
fifteen  minutes,  as  the  provost-marshal  reports)  were  found  by  a commis- 
sioned officer  throwing  the  furniture  of  an  old  woman  into  the  streets  and 
threatening  to  burn  her  house.  They  were  a part  of  the  detail  attached 
to  the  cavalry  train,  which  is,  and  has  been  from  Sister’s  Ferry,  with  my 
command.  While  with  me  I take  it  for  granted  they  are  subject  to  my 
orders  and  to  such  discipline  as  I may  think  for  the  good  of  the  service. 
Still,  as  soon  as  I heard  of  the  case  I directed  the  provost-marshal  to 
return  them  to  Major  Dunbar,  assistant  quarterinaster,  in  charge  of  the 
cavalry  wagons,  with  a statement  of  their  offense. 

In  regard  to  the  detail  sent  out  by  Major  Dunbar,  assistant  (piarter- 
master  cavalry,  and  the  captured  ten  mules  and  four  horses,  1 have 
this  to  say:  Major  Duid)ar  is  now,  and  was  then,  temporarily  with  my 
command  and  subject  to  my  orders.  He  ^•iolated  an  order  which  pro- 
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liibited  any  foraging  party  from  preceding  tbe  head  of  my  column, 
under  i^enalty  of  arrest  and  forfeiture  of  all  animals  and  supplies  taken 
from  the  country.  Yet  in  this  case,  when  brought  to  my  notice,  I 
directed  the  animals  to  be  returned,  and  seventeen  mules  (the  horses 
could  not  be  recognized)  were  given  to  Major  Dunbar,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, as  an  equivalent  for  the  four  horses  and  ten  mules,  with 
which  arrangement,  I am  assured,  he  expressed  entire  satisfaction.  lu 
both  these  cases  I relaxed  a rule  which  I should  have  enforced  on  my 
own  command  (though  the  offenders  were  temporarily  under  my  com- 
mand) in  a sincere  and  earnest  spirit  of  conciliation,  courtesy,  and  good 
will  toward  General  Kilpatrick  and  his  valuable  command.  I do  not 
believe  that  any  man  of  my  command  has  intentionally  destroyed  for- 
age. In  the  marches  of  nearly  a year  through  Georgia  and  this  State, 
I have  never  found  an  instance  in  which  forage  has  been  destroyed  by 
my  men.  Besides,  my  corps  has  never  been  on  the  road  indicated  by 
General  Kilpatrick,  but  was  marching  directly  from  it.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I will  thank  General  Kilpatrick,  or  any  other  general  officer,  to 
punish  on  the  spot  any  man  of  this  command  found  burning  forage  or 
pillaging  the  houses  of  decrepit  old  women.  Or  if  he  will  return  them 
to  me  with  a statement  of  the  case,  I shall  most  assuredly  not  endeavor 
to  screen  them  on  the  denial  of  the  offenders  alone.  General  Kilpatrick 
speaks  of  his  ability  to  “ retaliate,”  as  though  I had  sent  out  men  to 
harass  his  column,  or  had  personally  endeavored  to  affront  him  in 
some  way.  It  would  be  puerile  in  me  to  disavow  any  such  intention, 
and  I really  must  protest  against  being  held  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  bummers  and  stragglers.  I have  the  most  kind  and  respectful 
feelings  toward  General  Kilpatrick  and  his  command,  and  I regret 
exceedingly  to  find  that  the  irritated  tone  of  his  communication  does 
not  indicate  a reciprocity  of  the  feeling  on  his  part.  I shall  endeavor, 
however,  to  take  good  care  of  his  250  wagons  and  his  small  detail  with 
it,  as  I have  done  for  the  last  month,  and  to  avoid  all  real  causes  of 
complaint  or  ill-feeling.  I earnestly  desire  to  cultivate  a feeling  of  har- 
mony and  good  feeling  between  the  different  commands,  and  in  that 
spirit  I respectfully  request  that  General  Kilpatrick  be  not  permitted 
to  ^^retaliate”  by  putting  in  force  the  order  he  announces  in  his  com- 
munication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commandmg. 


[Fir.st  iii(lor.«!emeiit.] 


Headquarters  Left  Wind,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Hanging  Roclc^  R.  0.,  February  27^  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 


H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


[Second  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Hanging  Roek,  H.  G.,  February  27,  1865. 
Referred  to  General  Kilpatrick  for  iierusal  and  return  to  this  ofiice. 
There  is  no  need  of  rejoinder.  I take  it  foi-  granted  all  general  officers 
will  accept  a disclaimer  without  discussion  or  question. 

W.  T.  SIIERMAIM, 

Ma  jor-  Gen  era  /,  ( Jonrtnan  d i ng. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Ranging  Rock  Post-Office^  S.  C.,  February  26 j 1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Lynch’s  Creek  in  the  fol- 
lowing order : Second  Division,  First  Division,  Third  Division.  Cfeueral 
Geary  will  start  his  command  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  other  divisions  will 
follow  in  the  above  order.  The  troops  of  the  Second  Division  will 
march  unencnmbered  in  the  advance,  and  will  repair  the  roads  so  as  to 
make  them  passable  for  the  trains.  General  Jackson  will  dispose  of 
his  troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  the  Second  and  First  Divisions. 
General  Ward  will  detail  three  regiments  as  rear  guard.  The  artillery 
will  march  in  the  same  positions  as  to-day,  viz,  one  section  Avith  the  rear 
guard,  one  battery  in  rear  of  General  Geary’s  advanced  brigade,  the 
balance  in  rear  of  the  troops  of  General  Geary’s  division.  The  artillery 
ammunition  train  will  march  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  Second  Division. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  advanced  division  to  make  the  roads 
passable  for  the  trains,  but  the  troops  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions 
must  be  used  to  make  such  repairs  as  the  passage  of  our  heavy  trains 
render  necessary,  and  will  be  kept  with  the  trains  to  Avhich  they  are 
assigned. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Hanging  Rock  Post-Office^  February  26 j 1665. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
me  to  inform  you  that  the  order  for  the  movement  of  this  corps  for 
to-morrow  is  suspended  until  further  orders.  This  delay  is  occasioned 
by  the  Fourteenth  Corps  not  coming  up  as  expected.  When  the  move- 
ment takes  place  it  will  be  in  order  heretofore  prescribed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Hanging  Rock  Post-Office^  8.  €.,  February  26,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Ward,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  the  move- 
ment of  this  corps  ordered  for  to-morrow  will  not  take  place  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Araiy  of  Invasion, 

In  the  Fields  Lancaster,  8.  0.,  February  26,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  lam  encamped  at  Lancaster.  The  roads  are  very  b;nl. 
and  the  streams  much  swollen.  Please  inform  me  where  you  will 
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encamp  to-night,  that  I may  protect  your  left  flank.  I cannot  move 
until  to-morrow  morning.  The  enemy  are  strongly  picketing  the  roads 
to  Charlotte  and  Monroe. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATKICK, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  0.  ) Charleston^  S.  (7.,  February  26^  1865. 

******* 

III.  BrigadieuGeneral  Schimmelfennig  is  assigned  temiiorarily  to 
the  command  of  the  Defenses  of  Charleston,  and  of  the  troops  hereto- 
fore constituting  the  First  Separate  Brigade,  except  such  as  have  been 
or  are  now  serving  with  the  Coast  Division. 

lY.  The  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers 
having  been  designated  by  the  department  commander  as  the  perma- 
nent garrison  of  Charleston  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the 
Coast  Division.  Its  commander  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  Stewart  L. 
Woodford  for  duty. 

V.  The  Twenty-tirst  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  as  soon  as  relieved 
from  its  present  duty  form  part  of  the  garrison  of  Charleston.  Its 
commander,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Woodford  in  accordance  with  this  order. 

YI.  The  headquarters  of  the  district  will  be  at  No.  13  King  street, 
Charleston. 

JOHN  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Comma^iding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  K.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C.: 

Sir:  I respectfully  request  that  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Schofleld 
may  be  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank  in  order  that  he 
may  be  i)laced  in  command  of  a brigade. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  Y.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 

i\laj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C.  : 

General:  I am  informed  tliat  a portion  of  my  supply  train  left  in 
Kentucky  has  been  ordered  to  Wasliington,  and  that  it  is  contemplated 
to  turn  it  into  tlie  general  depot,  and  re(piire  my  quartermaster  to 
draw  from  the  general  snpj>ly.  ! res[)e(dfully  re(piest  that  this  may 
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not  be  done.  My  train  was  gotten  np  with  great  pains.  The  teams 
are  good  and  well  broken  and  the  drivers  experienced.  I think  my 
staff  officers  and  the  troops  they  are  serving  should  have  the  benefit 
of  the  labor  they  have  expended  in  organizing  this  train.  We  will  at 
best  have  trouble  enough  with  the  raw  teams  drawn  in  Washington. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  'j  Hdqrs.  Dep'J’.  op  North  Carolina, 

[ Armv  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  15.  ) WilmivfiUm.  N.  0.,  Fehrnary  ,?6’,  .76'6'5. 

# * # * ^ 

HI.  Companies  B,  (I,  and  L,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  are  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  garrison  at  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  and  will  proceed  to 
Broadway  Landing,  James  Eiver,  Va.,  and  report  for  duty  with  their 
regiment.  Captain  Pride  will  turn  over  the  oO-pounder  cannon,  with 
equipments,  ammunition,  &c.,  for  which  he  is  responsible,  to  tlie  com- 
manding officer  of  Company  A,  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery. 
Proper  invoices  and  receipts  will  be  exchanged.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  all  necessary  transportation. 

T-  ^ -X-  * 

Nk  The  following  assignments  and  orders  made  by  Alaj.  (tcii.  J.  1). 
Cox,  on  the  !22d  instant,  are  aiaproved  and  confirmed:  Col.  O.  AY.  Steii, 
One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Infantry,  to  command  the  post  of  AVil- 
inington;  Lieut.  Col.  AA^illiam  J.  Jordan,  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Ohio  Infantry,  to  be  provost-marshal  of  Wilmington.  The  One  hun- 
dred and  fourth.  Ohio  Infantry  to  be  provost-guard  of  AYilmington. 

* * * 

X.  The  steamer  liussia  Avill  run  regularly  between  Wilmington  and 
Moreliead  City  to  carry  the  military  mails.  She  will  leave  Wilmington 
every  alternate  day,  commencing  February  20,  at  3 p.  m.,  and  return  on 
the  following  day,  starting  from  Morehead  City  habitually  at  5 p.  m. 

* .s  * * # ^ 

By  command  of  Major-Ceneral  Scliofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBFLL, 

] /tea tenant- Colonel  and  Assifitant  Adjntant- General. 


Headquaiiters  Department  oi<  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wihn  inf/ton,  N.  C.,  February  26,  1866. 

IlENHiv  AL  Drain, 

^Superintendent  Wilmiufjton  and  Manchester  Railroad: 

Sir:  You  arc  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  bring  to  Wilming-' 
ton  without  delay  all  rolling  stock  and  other  movable  property  belong- 
ing to  your  railroad  under  the  following  conditions,  viz : -Protection 
will  be  given  to  jmurself  and  all  employes  of  the  road  who  may  come  iii 
with  the  trains.  I will  take  possession  of  the  property  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  for  Covernment  use,  and  when  no  longer  required  by 
the  Covernment  will  cause  it  to  be  returned  to  the  railroad  company. 
The  property  and  general  interest  of  the  railroad  company  will  be  pro- 
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tected  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  requirements  of 
military  operations.  This  offer  is  extended  through  you  to  the  agents 
of  the  roads  connecting  with  yours  from  the  south. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  | Headquarters  Frovisional  Corps, 

No.  43.  ) Northeast  Station,  X.  (J.,  February  26,  1865, 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty- 
fifth  Army  Corps,  will  send  out  a force  of  200  good  infantry  to-morrow 
morning  to  reconnoiter  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Northeast  River 
and  ill  front  of  our  lines,  to  return  to-morrow  night.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Light  Battery  and  Light  Company 
E,  Third  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  will  each  send  with  the  expedition  one  com- 
missioned officer  and  twelve  enlisted  men  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
horses  for  their  batteries,  but  in  no  case  will  they  take  all  the  animals 
from  any  plantation,  leaving  at  least  one  horse  or  mule.  The  senior 
officer  of  the  whole  force  v/ill  have  command  of  the  reconnaissance  and 
will  receive  his  instructions  from  Brigadier-General  Paine. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terrv: 

A.  TERRY, 

IMajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  February  27,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  jM.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Following  from  Richmond  Examiner  : 

In  the  absence  of  official  information  of  military  affairs  in  the  Carolinas,  we  take 
nothing  from  other  sources  of  intelligence,  and  omit  the  usual  references  to  our  tile 
of  Southern  exchanges.  We  do  so  at  the  request  of  the  authorities,  and  witli  the 
understanding  that  ^he  other  city  journals  have  been  put  under  obligations  of  reti- 
cence to  the  extent  indicated  above.  The  public,  no  doubt,  will  bo  properlypatient 
in  this  interval  of  silence  and  not  take  it  as  discouragement,  for  we  are  assured 
that  there  are  good  icasons  for  it,  which  look  to  au  early  official  announcement  of 
favorable  results. 

Richmolid  Disifatcli : 

General  Joseph  E.  .Johnston  on  Thursday  evening  last  assumed  command  of  the 
army  in  Sherman’s  iront,  lately  commanded  by  General  Beauregard. 

Riclimoiid  Whig: 

Charlotte,  Fehruarjf  24. — We  are  indebted  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Southern  Ex]>ress 
(.'ompany  for  Augusta  papers  to  the  20th  instant.  No  important  military  movements 
ar(5  reported.  Ca])tain  Dickison  captured  several  officers  and  a considerable  num- 
Ix'T  of  enlisted  men  during  the  recent  Yankee  raid  in  Florida.  (ieneralN.  B.  Forrest 
has  b.een  placed  in  commaml  of  all  the  cavalry  in  the  Districts  of  Mississippi,  East 
Louisiana,  and  West  Tennessee.  Ilis  tirst  general  order  promises  the  reorganization 
of  the  cavalry,  with  the  restoration  of  discipline.  He  threatens  to  exterminate  all 
Confederate  stragglers,  robbers,  and  deserters.  General  Thomas^  troops  are  being 
mounted  for  a supposed  march  through  Alabama.  Raids  have  been  made  from 
Hernando,  Miss.,  toward  Senatobia.  Many  eomplaints  of  General  Kirby  Smith  are 
made  in  the  West.  General  Wofford  is  in  command  at  Atlanta.  Reorganization  in 
Georgia  has  already  commenced.  Re-enforcements  from  Northern  Mississi])pi  have 
been  sent  to  Grant.  Large  bo<lies  of  troops  are  moving  in  the  West,  and  important 
movements  arc  rei)orted.  J'he  Eegislat  ure  of  Mississippi  is  about  to  convene  in  extra 
session,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  said,  of  calling  a State  convention.  The  Georgia  Leg- 
islature convened  on  the  Mth  instant  at  Macon. 
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Charlotte,  Fehruari/  24. — There  is  no  alarm  here,  Tlie  enemy  are  reported  moving 

in  the  direction  of  , During  the  retreat  from  Colnmhia  a train  of  cars,  filled 

with  ladies,  broke  down,  exposing  them  to  the  danger  of  capture  by  Yankees. 
From  the  best  information  receive<l  here  it  appears  probable  that  a considerableicon- 
flagration  occurred  in  the  western  portion  of  Columbia,  occasioned,  it  is  supposed, 
l)y  the  cotton  ignited  in  the  streets.  It  is  reported  that  the  fire  extended  from  Main 
street  to  the  Charlotte  depot,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a mile.  The  information  is 
positive  as  to  the  occurrence  of  the  fire,  but  doubt  is  entertained  as  to  its  magnitude. 
Some  of  the  refugees  from  Columbia  are  preparing  to  return, 

Charlotte,  February  25. — No  addifional  news  from  the  front.  It  is  supposed  still 

that  the  enemy  are  making  their  way  to , The  news  from  Columbia  coitoIk)- 

rates  the  kind  treatment  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Ursuline  Convent  was  protected  by 
a guard.  No  public  property  was  allowed  to  be  burned  in  the  city.  Sherman’s 
headquarters  were  at  Nickerson^s  Hotel.  The  alarm  in  Charlotte  has  subsided. 
The  weather  is  bad  and  the  roads  heavy,  interfering  with  rapid  military  movements. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAett  tenant- General. 


Headquarters, 

I)i  the  Field.,  February  27^  WCd. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  xVriny: 

General:  Your  coniniuiiicatioii  of  the  24th  instant  reached  me 
to-day.  In  it  you  state  that  it  lias  been  officially  reported  that  your 
foraging  parties  are  murdered  ” after  capture.  You  go  on  to  say  that 
you  have  ordered  a similar  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  to  be 
disposed  of  in  like  manner  p’  that  is  to  say,  you  have  ordered  a number 
of  Confederate  soldiers  to  be  murdered.”  You  characterize  your  order 
in  proper  terms,  for  the  public  voice,  even  in  your  own  country,  where  it 
seldom  dares  to  express  itself  in  vindication  of  truth,  honor,  or  justice, 
will  surely  agree  with  you  in  pronouncing  you  guilty  of  murder  if  your 
order  is  carried  out.  Before  dismissing  this  fiortion  of  your  letter,  I beg 
to  assure  you  that  for  every  soldier  of  mine  ‘‘murdered”  by  you,  I shall 
have  executed  at  once  two  of  yours,  giving  in  all  cases  preference  to 
any  officers  who  may  be  in  my  hands. 

in  reference  to  the  statement  you  make  regarding  the  death  of  your 
foragers,  I have  only  to  say  that  1 know  nothing  of  it;  that  no  orders 
given  by  me  authorize  the  killing  of  prisoners  after  capture,  and  that 
I do  not  believe  my  men  killed  any  of  yours,  except  under  circum- 
stances in  which  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  and  proper  that  they  should 
kill  them.  It  is  a part  of  the  system  of  the  thieves  whom  you  desig- 
nate as  your  foragers  to  fire  the  dwellings  of  those  citizens  whom  they 
have  robbed.  To  check  this  iidiuman  system,  which  is  justly  execrated 
by  every  civilized  nation,  I have  directed  my  men  to  shoot  down  all  of 
your  men  who  are  caught  burning  houses.  This  order  shall  remain  in 
force  so  long  as  you  disgrace  the  profession  of  arms  by  allowing  your 
men  to  destroy  private  dwellings. 

You  say  that  I cannot,  of  course,  question  your  right  to  forage  on 
the  country — “It  is  a right  as  old  as  history.”  I do  not,  sir,  question 
this  right.  But  there  is  a right  older,  even,  than  this,  and  one  more 
inalienable — the  right  that  every  man  has  to  defend  his  home  and  to 
l)rotect  those  who  are  dependent  on  him ; and  from  my  heart  I wish  that 
every  old  man  and  boy  in  my  country  who  can  fire  a gun  would  shoot 
down,  as  he  Avould  a wild  beast,  the  men  who  are  desolating  their  land, 
burning  their  homes,  and  insidting  their  women. 

You  are  particular  in  defining  and  claiming  “war  rights.”  May  I 
ask  if  you  enumerate  among  these  the  right  to  fire  n])on  a defenseless 
city  without  notice;  to  burn  that  city  to  the  ground  after  it  had  l)een 
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surieudered  by  the  inbabitaiits  who  claimed,  though  in  vain,  that  ])ro- 
tection  which  is  always  accorded  in  civilized  warfare  to  non-combatants; 
to  fire  the  dwelling  houses  of  citizens  after  robbing  them;  and  to  per- 
petrate even  darker  crimes  than  these — crimes  too  black  to  be  men- 
tioned? 

You  have  permitted,  if  you  have  not  ordered,  the  commission  of  these 
offenses  against  humanity  and  the  rules  of  war;  you  fired  into  the  city 
of  Columbia  without  a word  of  warning;  after  its  surrender  by  the 
mayor,  who  demanded  protection  to  private  property,  you  laid  the 
whole  city  in  ashes,  leaving  amidst  its  ruins  thousands  of  old  men  and 
helpless  women  and  children,  who  are  likely  to  i)erish  of  starvation  and 
exposure.  Your  line  of  march  can  be  traced  by  the  lurid  light  of  burn- 
ing houses,  and  in  more  than  one  household  there  is  now  an  agony  far 
more  bitter  than  that  of  death.  The  Indian  scalped  his  victim  regard- 
less of  age  or  sex,  but  with  all  his  barbarity  he  always  respected  the 
persons  of- his  female  captives.  Your  soldiers,  more  savage  than  the 
Indian,  insult  those  whose  natural  protectors  are  absent. 

In  conclusion,  I have  only  to  request  that  whenever  you  have  any  of 
my  men  “murdered”  or  “disposed  of,”  for  the  terms  appear  to  be  syn- 
onymous with  you,  you  will  let  me  hear  of  it,  that  I may  know  what 
action  to  take  in  the  matter.  In  the  meantime  I shall  hold  fifty-six  of 
your  men  as  hostages  for  those  whom  you  have  ordered  to  be  executed. 

I am,  yours,  &c., 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tillerh  Bridge.^  8.  February  27.,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Your  disijatch  just  received.  I have,  just  sent  a cipher 
message  as  you  desired.  The  Lynch  is  over  its  banks  a mile  wide  and 
now  swimming  deep.  We  will  do  well  to  get  our  trains  across  to-day. 
I am  sorry  for  the  accident  at  the  Catawba.  They  should  make  plat- 
forms and  ferry  over  the  balance  of  their  wagons.  But  I suppose  they 
know  best. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

J\Iajor-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TilkFs  Bridge,  8.  C.,  February  27,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  Owing  to  the  freshet,  the  orders  of  march  for  to-day  are 
so  modified  as  to  make  the  first  stage,  to  get  everything  across  the 
Lynch  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  and  then  begin  the’march  on  Cheraw, 
for  which  three  days  Avill  be  designated, 
liespectfully, 

O.  O.  IIOWAIH), 

Major-General. 
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ILdqks.  P'irst  Division,  P'ifteentii  Army  Corps, 

Near  Tiller\s  Bridge^  N.  C.,  February  ^7,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assisiant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  my  division  is  still  occupying  tlie 
position  as  stated  in  communication  of  last  night.  My  pioneer 
corps,  as  v^ell  as  troops  ot  my  command,  have  been  busily  engaged 
during  the  day  in  constructing  an  infantry  crossing  over  Big  Lynch’s 
Creek.  They  have  been  much  interfered  vuth  by  the  engineer  jiarty 
tliere  at  Avork,  vso  that  my  labor  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  it  \vould 
otherwise  have  been. 

1 am,  major,  very  i espectfully, 

C.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Alajor- General. 


IJdi^rs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kell'fs  Bridge.,  *S'.  C.,  February  P7,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  has  remained  at  this 
point  to-day  waiting  subsidence  of  the  water.  The  river  at  this  point 
lias  fallen  about  three  inches,  and  I am  expecting  to  commence  crossing- 
early  to-morrow.  My  headquarters  are  at  the  bridge. 

1 am,  respectful Iv, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Alefjor- General. 


Hdqrs.  Depariaient  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TilleFs  Bridge^  S.  C.,  February  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  tSevenfeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  A letter  just  received  fiom  General  Sherman  directs  us 
to  move  slovdy,  on  account  of  some  unavoidable  delay  ol  the  Left 
Vibng,  so  that  the  march  to  Cheraw  can  be  extended  to  four  days 
instead  of  three.  The  general  directs  that  you  need  do  nothing 
further  to-day  than  cross  Lynch’s  Creek,  with  everything  in  readiness 
to  move  to  morrow.  When  you  move,  keep  the  column  well  closed 
ui).  It  is  re])orted  by  deserters  that  General  Hardee  is  moving  from 
Florence  toward  t.'harlotte  -with  100  guns  and  a long  train,  with  about 
4,000  or  5,000  men  guarding  them.  The  general  wishes  you  to  find  out 
all  you  can  in  regard  to  his  movements.  The  rear  of  his  column  was 
suxqiosed  to  be  at  Cheraw  last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


llDQRs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TilleFs  Bridge.,  t8.  C.,  February  27,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  ^Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  If  the  wat(*r  continues  to  fall  General  Logan  can  get  his 
trains  over  in  the  morning  at  this  jilace  and  at  Kelly’s,  and  tlie 
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moment  he  eau  do  it  I will  have  him  push  a division  to  the  Big  Bljick. 
Please,  therefore,  move  only  to  McDonald’s,  establishing  your  crossing; 
make  every  possible  effort  to  get  your  wagons  11  lied  with  bread  stutfs. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  IIOWAKD, 

Major- Geney^al. 


Bpecial  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

> Yonng'’s  Bridge^  maw  LyncldH  Creek^ 

No.  54.  ) February  v7,  1865. 

The  movemeiit  ou  Cheraw  will  be’ continued  to-morrow. 

Maj.  (ien.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have  the 
c.dvance  and  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m. 

The  First  Kegiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  com- 
manding, will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division  with  jtheir  ambu- 
lances and  tool-wagons.  Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  First 
iJivision. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  cninmandiug  Third  Division,  will  follow  the 
First  Division. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  fol- 
lo">v  the  Third  Division  and  be  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock. 

The  Ninth  Illinois  IMounted  Infantry,  Col.  S.  T.  Hughes  command- 
ing, will  move  forward  at  0.30  a.  m.  The  pontoon  train  will  follow  the 
train  of  the  Third  Division. 

The  troops  will  move  by  the  side  of  the  train,  keeping  to  the  right. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  move  with  the  train  of  First  Division 
headquarters.  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CxiDLE,  Jr., 

A .ssistan  t A djutan  t-  0 en  era  1. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

LyncFs  Creekj  C.,  February  27.  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Afishtant  Adjiit ant- General,  Sevenieentk  Army  Gorps  : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  in  camp  about 
tliree-(|uarters  of  a iiiile  from  tlie  bridge.  1 propose,  it  meeting  your 
approbation,  to  cross  all  my  train  to-night  and  let  the  trooi)s  remain 
this  side  until  morning.  In  tlie  event  of  a heavy  rain  and  the  v/ater 
rising  will  move  at  once. 

1 am,  captain,  very  truly,  yours, 

M.  F.  FOBCE, 

Brigadier- General,  Comma ndi ug. 


llEADQI  ARTERS  SEVENTEEN'JTI  ARMY  CoRPS, 

February  27^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  P'orce, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  your 
train  to  follow  the  Fourth  Division  train,  winch  will  cross  as  soon  as 
the  First  Division  train  is  over.  You  will  pai'k  your  ti-ain  and  the 
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pontoon  in  the  first  field  on  right  hand  side  of  road  coining  this  way, 
alter  crossing.  The  train  of  the  First  Division,  and  perliaps  part  of 
the  Fourth  Division,  will  be  in  the  same  field.  You  may  keep  your 
men  in  their  present  camp  to-night  and  move  them  over  early  in  the 
morning.  Your  position  will  be  second  in  column,  following  the  First 
Division,  which  will  start  at  7 a.  m. 

Yevy  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adj utant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

February  27^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Comma ndiny  Third  Fi vision  : 

General:  I sent  you  orders  this  evening  to  cross  your  trains 
to-night  and  leave  your  troops  in  their  present  camp  till  morning.  It 
will  be  late  before  you  have  the  bridge,  but  you  will  be  all  right  to 
take  your  place  in  the  morning  by  ijushing  your  train  over  to-nigiit. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  ITtii  Army  Corps, 

No.  48.  ) Lyneli’s  Creek^  N.  C.,  February  27^  1865. 

##*#*** 

II.  The  hour  of  marching  is  6.30  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the 
advance. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  AViles  commanding,  will  follow  the 
First  Brigade. 

The  artillery  and  trains  will  move  in  the  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  A djuta n t- Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Rocky  Mount  Crossiny^  Catawba  River 

February  27^  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Dechert, 

Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Captain:  Your  communication  is  just  received.  Major  Guindon 
dispatched  the  general  commanding  this  morning.  The  bridge  is  being 
laid  in  a new  place  and  bids  fair  of  being  a success.  /The  current  was 
thought  to  be  still  too  rapid  at  the  old  one  iiumediateiy  below  the  falls. 
The  bridge  will  probably  be  done  by  4 o’clock  this  evening,  and  1 shall 
make  every  exertion  to  cross  and  be  on  the  march  to-morrow  morning 
at  daylight.  This  is  the  best  that  can  possibly  be  hoped  for  under  the 
circumstances.  I am  doing  everything'that-man  can  do,  but  I cannot 
dry  up  the  river  that  sei)arates  my  command;  it  has  fallen  about  eight- 
een inches  and  is  still  falling.  I do  not  know  what  the  emergency  is  in 
the  front,  but  presume  it  must  be  very  great,  judging  l)y  the  general’s 
dispatches,  and  am  working  accordingly.  Kilpatrick  reported  to  me 
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from  Lancaster  yesterday,  but  has  not  rejxuted  to-day.  1 should  like 
him  to  remain  on  my  dank,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  march  more  securely 
and,  of  course,  more  rapidly. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

JEF.  0.  DAVIS, 

Tirerct  Major- General^  (UmimandhKj. 

[Iiidorsement.] 

Three  Miles  from  Kocky  Mount — 3.;10  p.  m. 

Piesjiectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Major-General  Sherman. 
I shall  go  to  the  bridge  and  see  that  no  time  is  lost.  I think  the  Twen- 
tieth Army  Corps  can  move  to-morrow  safely.  I will  press  the  Four- 
teenth forward  as  raj>idlv  as  ])ossible. 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

, Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Ingrahamh  House,  S.  February  27,  1805. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 

General:  The  general-iu-chief  directs  that  you  move  jmur  corps 
to-morrow,  February  28,  to  the  road  leading  from  Lancaster  to  Blake- 
ny’s  Bridge,  at  or  near  Horton’s  Tavern. 

I am,  general,  with  respect. 


L.  M.  DAYTOX, 
Assist  an  t Ad jut  a n t-  Genera  L 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 
Hanging  Rock  Post-Office,  aS'.  C.,  February  27,  1805. 
Capt.  K.  P.  Dechert, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Left  Wing: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Kirkwood,  Xine- 
teenth  Michigan  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  a foraging  party,  yesterday 
met  a party  of  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  foraging  about  four  miles  from  Lan- 
caster, who  stated  that  Kilxiatrick  had  two  brigades  encamped  at  Lan- 
caster. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Hanging  Rock  Creek,  18.  C.,  February  27,  1805. 

This  corps  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  vicinity  of  Horton’s  Tavern,  in 
the  same  order  and  under  the  same  directions  as  xirescribed  in  the  order 
l)ublished  from  these  headquarters  yesterday.  General  Geary  will  start 
at  (>.30  a.  m.  General  Jackson  following  will  disxmse  of  his  troox)s  to 
cover  his  own  and  General  Geary’s  trains. 

General  Ward  will  break  camx)  in  time  to  close  up  to  the  rear  of  the 
First  Division  trains. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MO  YEP, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


602 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LlN. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Hanging  Hod'  Creel',  X C.,  Fehruarg  27,  1S65. 
Fjievet  Major-General  Gear  A", 

Commanding  Second  Hiidsion: 

General  : The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  desires 
that  you  send  one  regiment  in  advance  of  your  column  to-morrow, 
starting  at  5.30  a.  m.,  to  push  on  as  rapidly  as  xiossible,  to  get  posses- 
sion and  liold  t'he  bridge  over  Little  Lynch’s  Creek.  The  bearer,  one 
of  our  scouts,  will  go  with  the  reginieid  and  guide  it. 

Xerv  res})ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  AV.  PERKINS, 
Assidajit  A dj'aiant-Ceneral. 


Since  writing  the  above  tlie 
stai't  at  4 a.  m. 

Itespectfvdly, 


genera]  lias  ordered  that  tlie  regiment 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
AfiKlstant  Adjutan  t- Genera  /. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [ Twentieth  Araiy  Corps, 

No.  18.  ; Hanging  Rock  Fost- Office,  February  27,  1865. 

This  command  will  change  camp  to  the  other  side  of  Hanging  Rock 
Creek,  moving  at  2 }>.  m.,in  the  same  order  as  the  next  march — Second, 
Thii  d Brigades. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  lolin  A'h  Geaiy: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 

A ssistant  Adjutan t- Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  ALil.  Div.  of  the  Miss., 

Lanc((,ster,  id.  C.,  February  27,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  jlilitary  .Dir ision  of  the  Mississipiyi : 

General:  1 am  still  encamxied  at  Lancaster,  holding  the  roads  run- 
ning in  the  direction  of  Charlotte  and  Monroe.  AA^heeler  is  holding  the 
country  in  that  direction.  Hampton  is  in  command.  Wheeler  reports 
to  him.  Such  is  my  information.  The  enemy  are  under  the  impression 
that  General  Davis,  Fourteenth. Army  Corps,  is  at  or  near  this  point, 
and  that  our  intention  is  tc  move  ujion  Charlotte  by  way  of  Monroe. 
The  enemy  is  now  intrenching,  to  hold  the  roads  in  that  direction.  1 
have  made  demonstrations  on  all  roads  in  that  direction,  and  have 
been-,  met  each  time  by  the  enemy  in  strong  force.  Hampton  has 
received  your  communication.  General  Butler’s  cavalry,  of  Hamilton’s 
command,  is  moving  on  your  immediate  front  in  direction  of,  1 think, 
Hickory  Head.  1 shall  move  parallel  to  Davis,  who  expects  to  be  at 
I’leasant  Hill  Post-Office  to  night.  I think  I shall  move  on  road  by 
V ay  of  Nelson’s,  Montgomery’s,  and,  unless  1 think  the  enemy  too 
strong,  by  Plyer’s,  and  thence  across  the  headwaters  of  Lynch’s  Creek; 
otherwise  cross  the  creek  at  French  Creek  Steam  Mill.  I shall  move 
rather  u]>on  the  left  and  rear  of  Davis,  that  the  enemy  may  be  deceived 
as  long  as  possible  as  to  our  real  direction  of  march  and  to  protect  his 
flanks  from  an  attack,  which  the  enemy  certainly  could  nnike  at  almost 
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iiijy  point,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  roads.  The  country  here  is 
good;  forage  plenty.  My  command  has  been  resting  lor  two  days, 
and  is  in  better  condition  tliaii  at  any  time  during  the  march.  We 
have  captured  a large  number  ot  mules  and  some  horses,  and  have 
mounted  all  my  dismounted  men,  save  300.  I thiidv  Hampton’s  and 
MTieeler’s  forces  combined  amount  to  about  6,000  tigliting  men.  Not- 
witlistnnding  this  superiority  of  numbers,  I shall  attack  if  a favorable 
opportunity  offers.  The  road  upon  Avhich  I shall  march  is  the  best  in 
the  country.  I will  keep  you  advised  dail}^  as  to  my  operations  and 
position. 

Very  resj)ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

d.  KILPATKIOK, 

J>re vet  T/u/o r- G enera /,  ( 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  IMississippi, 

In  the  Fields  lJ((n(fin</  Foci,  Febnianj  27^  7865. 
IMajor-General  Kilpatrick, 

Lancaster : 


General:  Your  letter  is  just  received.  It  is  all  important  that  you 
keep  me  advised.  Davis  was  slow  in  using  the  bridge  and  it  carried 
away  and  was  not  mended  until  to-day.  He  vrill  be  all  over  to-night. 

TTie  movement  you  describe  is  the  i)roper  one,  to  keep  on  the  left  rear 
of  the  left  infantry  corps.  I have  word  from  Howard  that  will  put  him 
near  Cheraw  to-morrow  night,  and  I shall  push  to  meet  him,  but  must 
wait  till  General  Davis  gets  along ; probably  will  be  about  Horton’s  Tav- 
ern to-morrow  night.  Kec])  feeling  the  different  roads  toAvard  Char- 
lotte till  you  hear  General  Davis  is  well  toward  the  head  of  Lynch’s 
Creek  and  then  draw  off.  General  Howard  captured  a good  many 
horses  and  mules  and  some  militia.  He  will  send  a division,  light,  to 
Florence  simply  to  break  that  road  and  })revent  the  removal  of  any 
more  railroad  stock.  There  is  little  doubt  our  troops  are  in  Charles- 
ton, and  General  Howard  reports  that  a dispatch  reached  Camden  yes- 
terday tlmt  Ave  also  had  taken  Wilmington.  In  that  event  the  enemy 
Avill  collect  all  his  forces  about  Italeigh  as  soon  as  he  sees  I am  not 
coming  to  Charlotte.  Keep  me  advised  daily;  a dispatch  sent  to  the 
nearest  cori)S,  to  be  forwarded,  will  a’nswer  the  ])urp()se,  but  I think 
Ham])ton  Avill  draAV  off  as  soon  as  he  feels  General  lloAvard’s  approach 
to  ClieraAv.  General  Howard  is  moving  on  the  tAvo  roads  from  Young’s 
and  Tillei'sville. 

General  81ocuni,  Twentieth  Corps,  will  ])robably  pass  at  Llakeny’s 
and  General  Davis  at  MciManus’.  You  Avill  have  no  troulde  AAuth 
J^ynch’s  Creek,  as  it  is  ])assable  anyAvhere  above  McManus’. 

Yours,  truly. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Cominandiiuj. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Field  Orders,  J-  Army  of  Invasion, 

No.  28.  ) In  the  Field,  Lancaster,  C.,  Februanj  27,  7865. 

1.  At  6 a.  m.  to-morrow,  February  28,  General  Atkins,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  Avill  send  a,  regiment  to  relieve  Colonel  Spencer’s  pick- 
ets and  Avill  remain  in  his  jiresent  position  until  12  m.,  Avhen  further 
orders  will  be  sent  him. 
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II.  Colonel  Spencer,  Third  Urigade,  upon  being  relieved  by  General 
Atkins,  will  move  with  his  coiumand  into  town  and  move  on  a road, 
which  will  be  indicated,  to  Nelson’s  Oross-Koads  and  take  post,  picket- 
ing Camp  Creek  and  road  to  Monroe.  Colonel  Spencer  will  so  manage 
his  command  as  to  induce  the  enemy  to  believe  we  are  moving  on  Char- 
lotte via  Monroe. 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Way,  commanding  dismounted  men,  will, 
with  his  command,  follow  Colonel  Spencer  and  co  operate  with  him. 

IV.  Colonel  Jordan,  commanding  First  Brigade,  will  remain  witli  his 
command  in  camp  till  12  m.,  when  further  orders  will  be  sent  him. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major  General  Kilpatrick: 

L.  G.  ESTES, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

^Yashington^  February  27^  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head : 

General  : Your  applications  for  more  troops  and  for  reorganization 
of  Tenth  Corps,  referred  to  General  Grant,  have  been  returned  disap- 
proved. General  Grant  says  that  the  orders  to  send  all  your  surplus 
white  troops  to  Wilmington  must  be  complied  with;  that  no  offensive 
operations  by  your  command  into  the  interior  is  contemplated,  and  that 
if  you  require  mounted  men  at  Savannah  you  must  get  the  horses  there, 
as  none  can  now  be  sent  from  here. 

Very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  AV.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  i^taff. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Charleston.)  8.  C.,  February  27 ^ 1865. 
C03IMANDING  OFFICER  OF  IT.  S.  SQUADRON, 

Charleston  Harbor : 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  the  city  of  Charleston  no  sol- 
diers are  allowed  to  go  about  without  a proper  pass  approved  by  their 
commanding  officers.  In  several  instances  sailors  have  been  found  in 
the  city  provided  with  no  passes  whatever,  and  I would  therefore  request 
that  you  will  direct  the  commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  of  your 
squadron  to  provide  all  sailors  with  passes  when  they  desire  them  to 
enter  the  city,  and  in  no  case  to  allow  any  sailor  to  be  in  the  city  after 
0 p.  m.  Your  early  attention  to  this  matter  and  reply  will  oblige. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

STEWAET  L.  WOODFORD, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  127th  New  Yorlc  Volunteers  and  Comdg.  Post. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  February  27,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter: 

Your  dispatch  to  General  Schimmelfennig  is  received.  The  Fourth 
IVIassachu setts  Cavalry  left  here  to-day  to  Join  you.  After  destroying 
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any  rice  mills  in  yonr  vicinity  yon  can  fall  back  to  Monk’s  Corner, 
where  you  Avill  be  joined  by  Colonel  Van  Wyck.  You  can  then  return 
to  this  place,  sweeping  the  whole  country  on  both  banks  of  the  Cooper 
Eiver.  Bring  in  with  you  all  means  of  transportation  you  find  in  that 
country.  Destroy  all  the  rice  mills  and  send  the  cotton  in  to  the  banks 
of  the  river,  where  steamers  can  reach  it.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a 
cavalry  force  near  the  Cainhoy,  on  the  Wando.  I resumed  command 
of  the  district  yesterday.  Eeports  from  the  IS'orth  confirm  the  evacu- 
ation of  Wilmington. 

Eesi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

S Department  oe  the  South, 

No.  7.  ) Charleston.^  8.  0.,  February  ^7,  1865. 

The  following-named  officers  are  nereby  appointed  on  the  staff  of  the 
brigadier  general  commanding  the  district: 

Capt.  Edgar  B.  Van  Winkle,  One  hundred  and  third  IT.  S.  Colored 
Trooxis,  aide-de-camp  and  chief  of  staff;  Capt.  W.  W.  Sampson,  Thirty- 
third  tJ.  S.  Colored  Troops,  acting  assistant  insxiector-general;  Capt. 
John  H.  Moore,  assistant  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster;  First 
Lieut.  F.  A.  Wilcoxson,  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  acting  assistant 
quartermaster;  Caiit.  F.  K.  Smith,  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge  of  rail- 
road transportation ; First  Lieut.  Henry  Hagens,  Fifty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  depot  quartermaster  in 
charge  of  water  transportation;  Capt.  Emil  Marthell,  chief  of  subsist- 
ence department  and  depot  commissary;  First  Lieut.  N.  M.  Edwards, 
First  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  chief  engineer;  Capt.  A.  von 
Luttwitz,  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  topographical  engineer; 
Second  Lieut.  S.  B.  Starbird,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
assistant  toxiographical  engineer;  Cax)t.  James  W.  Grace,  Fifty-fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  chief  ordnance  officer ; Capt.  Jeremiah  Lan- 
ahan.  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery;  Surg.  George  S. 
Burton,  Third  Ehode  Island  Artillery,  chief  medical  officer;  Capt. 
Thomas  L.  Apxileton,  Fifty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  XH’Ovost- 
inarshal ; First  Lieut.  T.  C.  Vidal,  U.  S.  Army,  chief  signal  officer;  First 
Lieut.  D.  George  McMartiu,  Twenty-first  U.  S.  Colored  Trooxis,  aide- 
de-camp;  Second  Lieut.  James  McMillan,  Thirty-fourth  IT.  S.  Colored 
Troops,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  V.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  UEEEY, 

First  Lieut. Fifty-fifth  ]\Iass.  Vols.j  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


General  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  8.  ' ) Wilmington.^  N.  6’.,  February  27^  1865. 

I.  Provost-marshals  in  this  dexiartment  will  administer  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  such  xR^rsons  as  come  within  the  x>i‘Ovisions  of  the 
amnesty  x)roclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  xu'ovided 
they  are  satisfied  that  snch  persons  desire  in  good  faith  to  aid  in 
restoring  the  national  authority,  and  that  they  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance cheerfully  and  voluntarily. 


606 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


IT.  Eeports  will  be  made  weekly  to  the  provost-marslial-general, 
giving  the  name,  age,  and  place  of  residence  of  every  person  who  slial] 
have  subscribed  to  the  oath  of  allegiance;  also  of  all  other  adult  white 
persons  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  each  provost-marshal,  to- 
gether with  such  information  as  can  be  obtained  touching  the  character 
and  conduct  of  each  individual. 

III.  Persons  of  known  disloyalty,  and  those  who  shall  by  their  lan- 
guage or  their  conduct  manifest  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  sent  beyond  the  lines  of  the  army  by  an  order 
from  the  provost-marsh al-general,^  or  be  brought  before  a military  com- 
mission for  trial  and  punishment,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offense. 

lY.  Officers  authorized  by  law  to  appoint  general  courts-martial  are 
empowered  to  appoint  military  commissions,  and  to  confirm  and  execute 
the  sentences  of  such  commissions  with  the  same  limitations  as  in  the 
case  of  general  courts-martial. 

Y.  Commercial  intercourse  within  the  limits  of  this  department  will 
be  governed  strictly  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  will  be  limited  to  that  which 
may  De  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  loyal  people  residing 
within  the  lines  of  military  occupation,  and  persons  in  the  employ 
of  the  Government.  None  but  persons  of  undoubted  loyalty  and 
good  character  will  be  permitted  to  trade  within  the  limits  of  the 
department. 

VI.  Intercourse  between  towns  occupied  by  the  army,  and  tlie 
surrounding  country  within  the  lines  of  military  occupation,  will 
be  permitted  under  regulations  to  be  established  by  the  provost- 
marshaUgeneral  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  inhabitants  to  supply 
themselves  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 

VII.  The  loyal  people  of  the  country  residing  within  the  lines  of  the 
army  will  be  permitted  to  bring  freely  to  market  the  products  of  their 
farms,  and  to  receive  in  payment  the  currency  of  the  United  States. 
They  will  also  be  permitted  to  purcliase  family  supplies  from  persons 
authorized  to  trade,  upon  permits  granted  by  the  local  provost- 
marshals. 

VIII.  Ivailroads  and  telegraph  lines  are  under  special  military  pro- 
tection. Any  person  who  shall  break,  injure,  or  in  any  manner  interfere 
witli  their  military  use,  or  shall  fire  into  any  railroad  train  or  vessels 
navigating  the  waters  of  this  department,  shall  be  punished  with  death 
or  otherwise  at  tiie  discretion  of  a-  military  commission. 

IX.  The  destruction  of  })roperty,  publi(;  or  private,  is  a waste  of  the 
national  wealth,  and  alike  injurious  to  the  people  and  the  Government. 
It  is,  therefore,  to  be  avoided,  except  where  military  operations  render 
it  necessary.  Tiie  highest  commander  present  must  alone  be  the  judge 
of  such  necessity. 

X.  The  troops  will  be  supplied  with  such  of  the  products  of  the 
country,  especially  vegetables,  as  are  necessary  for  their  health  and 
comfort.  This  must  be  done  by  the  proper  staff  officers,  acting  under 
the  orders  of  the  division  and  brigade  commanders. 

XI.  Straggling  and  irregular  foraging  by  individuals  are  prohibited 
and  will  be  severely  punislnHl. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  ('A3IPBELL, 
Assistant  A ({jntant-deneral. 
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Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  16.  ) Wilmington^  iY.  C.,  Fehruary  27^  1865. 

^ * * t-  # ■ 

II.  Hereafter,  and  until  further  orders,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch  will 
command  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps. 

* # * * =X'  # 

XVI.  The  provost-marshal  general,  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
will  take  possession  of  all  cotton,  rosin,  turpentine,  and  other  contraband 
property  in  the  country  under  control  of  the  army,  and  will  turn  the 
same  over  to  an  officer  of  the  quartermaster’s  department  to  bo  desig- 
nated by  the  chief  quartermaster,  who  will  receive  and  receipt  for  the 
same.  All  property  so  turned  over  will  be  stored  in  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington, and  held  subject  to  orders  from  these  headquarters.  The  pro- 
vost-marshal-general will  cause  an  exact  record  to  be  kept  of  the  time 
and  place,  where  and  when  such  property  may  be  taken,  and  of  its 
quantity,  quality,  and  condition.  Also  the  name  and  residence  of  the 
apparent  owners  or  claimants  in  each  case.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

XYII.  Colonel  McQuiston’s  brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  now  at  Fort. Anderson,  will  move  without  delay  to  More- 
head  City.  The  commanding  officer  will  report  by  telegraph  from  the 
latter  place  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  at  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  for  further 
orders.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation  by 
steamer. 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Schoheld: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  AHsistant  Adjutant- General. 


On  Board  Steamer  Escort, 
Federal  Pointy  February  27^  1865. 

3Iaj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I : 

A continuous  storm  has  as  yet  prevented  the  Escort  from  leaving 
here.  I should  have  insisted  upon  the  captain’s  trying  it,  but  the  ves- 
sels of  the  fleet  here,  which  tried  it  with  us,  have  been  obliged  to  return. 
I hope  we  shall  be  off  before  night. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  1).  COX, 
Major-General. 


General  Girders,  ) Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  2.3d  xVrmy  Corps, 

No.  7).  j Wilmington^  A.  C.,  February  27^  1865. 

I.  Col.  O.  H.  Mooi’c,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  will 
at  once  rcimrt  to  his  regiment  for  duty. 

II.  (Jol.  dohn  JM eh  ringer,  Ninety-first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
will  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division. 

* * m :)(• 

l>v  command  of  ^lajor-General  Couch: 

CLINTON  A.  (ALLEY, 

A ssistant  A d j u ta nt-  G en e ra  I . 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  February  27^  1865. 

Col.  J.  F.  Boyd, 

Chief  Quartermaster.,  Washington  City: 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  20th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  field  transportation,  &c.,  for 
this  army.  Ain  much  obliged  for  the  information  contained.  In  reply, 
I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that  he  desires 
arrangements  to  be  made  to  transport  nine  days’  supplies  in  wagons, 
160  rounds  per  man  infantry  ammunition,  and  one  wagon  for  each 
piece  of  artillery.  Do  not  let  the  Kentucky  train  be  deserted.  If  nec- 
essary take  the  inclosed  letter*  from  the  commanding  general  to  Gen- 
eral Halleck.  Keturn  yourself  as  soon  as  all  necessary  arrangemeiits 
for  the  shipment  of  transportation,  &c.,  are  made.  You  need  not  wait 
to  see  everything  off.  Have  everything  for  General  Euger’s  division 
shipped  to  Beaufort,  unless  you  have  already  started  them  to  this 
point,  in  which  case  you  need  make  no  change  in  your  orders;  they  can 
be  easily  sent  back  from  Cape  Fear.  If  you  cannot  procure  citizen 
teamsters,  arrangeinents  can  perhaps  be  made  here  to  iirocure  them,  or 
they  can  be  detailed. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Col  on  el  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TilleFs  Bridge.,  S.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Logan  is  not  yet  across  Lynch’s  Creek,  but  the  crossing  at  Kelly’s  is 
almost  ready,  where  he  has  two  divisions.  After  the  brigades  of 
infantry  were  thrown  over  the  water  rose  so  fast  that  it  could  not  be 
bridged.  It  is  now  subsiding  rapidly. 

Captain  Duncan  met  two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry  near  Mount  Eloii 
Post-Office,  had  a severe  skirmish,  and  returned  without  being  able  to 
strike  the  radroad.  Hampton’s  headquarters  are  reported  at  Darling- 
ton; Llardee  at  Cheraw,  where  a captured  letter  says  a fight  is 
expected  some  time  next  week.  What  force  Hardee  has  I am  unable 
to  determine. 

Eespectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


P.  S. — Blair  is  entirely  across  Lynch’s  Creek. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tiller\^  Bridge,  S.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 
Ad.jutant-General,  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  that  in  compliance  with 
Special  Orders,  No.  51,  I assumed  command  of  all  the  available 
mounted  forces  at  these  headquarters,  and  marched  south  on  the  west 
side  of  Lynch’s  Creek,  crossing  the  same  at  Dubose’s  Bridge,  and  pro- 
ceeded 111  the  direction  of  Simonsville,  on  tlie  Florence  and  (liarleston 
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Eailroad,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad  bridges  near  that 
place.  Lieut.  John  A.  McQueen,  commanding  scouts,  being  in  advance, 
struck  the  enemy’s  pickets,  eight  in  number,  two  miles  from  Dubose’s 
Bridge,  charged  and  drove  them  within  one  mile  and  a half  of  Mount 
Elon,  where  I learned  the  enemy,  700  strong,  was  encamped;  I also 
learned  that  Butler’s  division  of  cavalry  was  encamped  near  Wide 
Swamp.  My  information  was  received  from  negroes  and  citizens. 
Colonel  Aiken,  in  command  of  the  Fifth  [Sixth]  South  Carolina  Cav- 
alry, coming  from  the  direction  of  Mount  Elon,  being  advised  by  the 
citizens  of  the  strength  and  direction  of  our  party,  followed  us,  coming 
up  with  us  at  dark  at  the  cross-roads  three  miles  south  of  Mount  Elon, 
engaged  us  and  was  repulsed  after  a brisk  engagement,  which  was 
mostly  a hand  to  hand  conflict  on  account  of  the  darkness,  we  being 
unable  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  List  of  casualties:  Lieut.  John 
A.  McQueen,  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  commanding 
scouts,  shot  through  the  abdomen;  Henry  Irish,  private.  Company  K, 
Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  shot  through  the  abdomen;  William  G. 
Evans,  private,  Fourth  Independent  Company  Ohio  Cavalry,  shot 
through  the  leg.  Missing:  Albert  White,  Fourth  Independent  Com- 
pany Ohio  Cavalry;  Joseph Bedoll,  scout;  Dawson,  scout.  The 

enemy’s  loss  was  much  greater  than  ours;  among  the  number  Colonel 
Aiken  and  Lieutenant  Smith  were  wounded.  We  captured  I prisoner, 
a first  sergeant,  who  stated  that  their  force  was  125  or  150  strong.  We 
proceeded  south,  and  deeming  it  unsafe  to  remain  on  the  east  side  of 
Lynch’s  Creek,  recrossed  at  Fields’  Bridge  and  encamped  at  Bishopville, 
and  returned  to  camp  by  the  Lynch’s  Creek  road.  The  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  who  accompanied  me  was  unimpeachable. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DUNCAN, 

Captain,  Commanding  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

TilleFs  Bridge,  N.  0.,  February  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I have  just  received  a note  from  General  Blair,  written 
at  2.15  p.  m.  to-day.  He  was  at  that  time  thirteen  miles  from  Cheraw, 
and  going  into  camp.  He  found  the  bridge  over  the  Big  Black  all 
right.  Prisoners  captured  by  him  report  six  batteries  and  some  other 
troops  at  Cheraw — the  Charleston  garrison.  He  found  the  country 
very  barren,  and  collected  breadstuff. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller\s  Bridge,  S.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  my  ])osition  to  be  the  same  as  of  yesterr 
day.  My  pioneers  have  been  at  work  throughout  the  day  at  the  cros§: 
39  R R— VOL  XLVil,  PT  II 
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ing  over  the  river,  but  will  not  be  able  to  complete  their  task  before 
to-morrow.  A staff  officer  sent  this  forenoon  reports  the  route  by  way 
of  McOrougan’s  and  Young’s  Bridges  to  be  in  every  way  practicable, 
and  the  road  entirely  clear. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

TiUerh  Bridge^  S.  0.,  February  28.,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Seeond  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  On  effecting  a crossing  of  Lynch’s  Creek,  the  general 
commanding  desires  you  to  move  to  a good  position  and  await  further 
orders. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHCJLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

TilleCs  Bridge,  18.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  transmit 
herewith  a copy  of  a note*  just  received  from  Major-General  Howard 
relative  to  the  advanced  position  occupied  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and 
to  invite  your  attention  to  the  imperative  necessity  of  effecting  a cross- 
ing of  Lynch’s  Creek  with  your  whole  command  at  the  earliest  moment 
practicable  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  your  ammunition  and 
subsistence. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

171  the  Field,  LyncWs  (h'eeh,  S.  C.,  Febr7iary  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodiiull, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  A7'my  Co7'ps: 

Ma.tor:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  has  remained  in 
the  position  occupied  by  it  on  tlie  evening  of  the  26th  instant.  Most 
of  my  train,  as  you  are  aware,  being  cut  off*  from  the  division  by  the 
high  water,  is  the  reason  for  its  remaining  in  bivouac.  I have  had 
heavy  details  at  work  on  the  road  dui'ing  the  entire  day,  making  it 
passable  for  my  trains,  and  shall  attempt  to  cross  them  at  8 p.  m.  1 
have  imshed  my  mounted  foi*aging  details  well  to  the  front,  and  from 
different  reports  learn  that  no  very  important  1‘orceof  the  enemy  either 
threatens  or  is  in  close  ])r()ximity  to  my  front,  but  that  a force  simply 
sufticient  to  watch  our  movements  is  in  this  vicinity. 

1 am,  verv  r(\spectfnlly,  yoiii'  olxMlient  sei  vant, 

,1X0.  M.  CORSE, 

Hrevet  Major- General. 

^See  ^ an  Dyke  to  Logan,  p.  GOD, 
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Hdqks.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  LyneWs  Creek^  8.  C.,  February  28^  1865. 
Captain  Wilson, 

Act.  As  fit.  Adjt.  Gen.y  First  division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  The  trains  of  this  division  commenced  crossing  at  8.30 
p.  m.,  and  I think  Ave  shall  succeed  in  getting  them  over  during  the 
night,  although  it  is  quite  difficult  to  judge  of  ground  covered  with 
water. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Tiller’s  Bridge,  S.  C.,  February  28,  1865 — 5 a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  water  has  gone  down  very  sloAvly.  Corse  thinks  he 
will  be  able  to  commence  crossing  his  train  to-night.  I do  not  wish 
you  to  push  forward  beyond  Big  Black  Creek  unsupported,  as  I am 
uncertain  what  force  Hardee  has.  Do  you  hear  anything  from  the 
Twentieth  Corps?  Captain  Duncan  has  returned  without  striking  the 
railroad.  He  had  quite  a skirmish  near  Mount  Elon  Post-Office. 
Lieutenant  McQueen  was  badly  wounded.  Hampton’s  headquarters 
are  said  to  be  at  Darlington.  Do  you  find  any  supplies? 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Tillerh  Bridge^  8.  (7.,  February  28^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  to  say  that  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful Avhether  General  Logan  will  be  able  to  cross  with  any  of  his  wagons 
to-day.  A iiart  of  the  road  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  which  was 
thought  to  be  solid,  has  gwen  way  and  it  Avill  be  very  difficult  to  cor- 
duroy it,  as  it  is  under  water.  You  will  govern  your  moA^ements  accord- 
ingly. The  general  does  not  desire  you  to  move  out  too  far  to-day.  It 
may  be  that  we  will  liaA^e  to  take  advantage  of  your  crossing;  would 
do  it  immediately,  but  that  the  crossing  of  Little  Lynch  is  as  bad  as 
this. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  \ AN  DYKE, 
Assistan t Adjutan t- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraic^  S.  C.,  February  28, 1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt,  Gen.,  llepartment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  Butler’s  division  of  rebel  cavalry  i)assed  up  the  Camden 
and  CheraAv  road,  about  two  miles  and  a half  from  my  camj),  about  5 
o’clock  this  p.  m.  A ])risoncr,  taken  in  a skirmish  Avith  them,  reports 
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that  they  are  going  to  Oheraw  and  are  about  1,200  strong.  The  Ninth 
Illinois  found  tlie  enemy  (infantry)  in  line  about  four  miles  and  a half 
this  side  of  Chei  aw.  Their  line  was  over  half  a mile  long.  The  Ninth 
Illinois  skirmished  with  them  until  they  found  their  strength,  and  then 
returned  to  camp.  The  cars  have  been  running  in  and  out  of  Cheraw 
all  day,  and  the  whistle  blowing  continuall3^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Deserters  report  that  the  garrisons  of  Wilmington  and 
Charleston  collecting  at  Cheraw  are  strong,  and  that  they  expect  to 
make  a stand  there. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 

General  Joe  Johnston  is  in  command  at  Cheraw;  Beauregard  and 
Hardee  are  there  also. 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw^  8.  (7.,  Fehruary  28.,  I860. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  there  will  probably  be  no  movement  to  morrow.  He  wishes  you 
to  load  your  empty  wagons  with  corn  if  possible,  sending  strong  guards 
with  trains. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A djutant-  Gen eral. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw,  8.  C.,  Fehruary  28,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  intrench  your  front  line  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 

^1  ssistan t A dj utant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Hanging  Rock,  8.  C.,  February  28,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  Yours  of  10  p.  m.  27th  just  received.  General  Sherman 
instructs  me  to  say  General  Kilpatrick  is  still  at  Lancaster.  When 
General  Davis  passes  this  road  you  should  notify  General  Kilpatrick,  in 
order  that  he  may  conform  his  movements  to  General  Davis’. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
ssi slant  A dj  u tant-  Genera  l, 
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Circular.]  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Crossing  of  Cataivha  River ^ February  28^  1865. 

The  delay  at  this  point  renders  necessary  the  utmost  energy  to 
retrieve  lost  time.  Every  means  must  be  taken  to  prepare  the  command 
for  rapid  and  forced  marching.  All  carriages,  buggies,  forage  wagons, 
ox  teams,  and  other  unauthorized  vehicles,  must  be  immediately 
destroyed.  Any  mules  required  by  circular  of  February  19  to  be 
turned  over  to  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  pontoniers,  and  not  yet 
turned  over,  will  be  at  once  sent  to  him,  even  if  it  requires  the  aban- 
donment of  transportation,  and  if  any  additional  mules  can  be  sent  to 
him  from  any  command  it  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  the  corps  com- 
mander. The  mobility  and  the  efficiency  of  the  pontoon  train  is  of 
vital  importance  to  the  movements  of  the  army. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  1 Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Crossing  Cataivha  River ^ 8.  C., 

No.  17.  ) February  28,  1865. 

The  advance  will  be  resumed  to-day  as  follows: 

General  Morgan  will  march  immediately  upon  the  road  via  Warren - 
ton,  thoroughly  repairing  it  as  he  goes,  for  the  passage  of  the  trains  of 
tlie  corps,  and  will  advance  as  far  as  he  thinks  he  can  bring  up  .his 
trains  to-night.  His  trains  will  be  given  the  advance.  The  reserve 
artillery  and  ammunition  trains  will  be  reported  to  General  Morgan  and 
will  move  in  rear  of  his  division  and  under  his  orders. 

General  Baird  will  be  at  once  relieved  from  duty  on  the  roads  near 
the  river  by  General  Carlin,  and  will  move  to  a position  in  advance  of 
the  present  camp  of  General  Morgan.  As  «oon  as  the  fifth  chains  for 
his  wagons  can  be  obtained  from  the  bridge  he  will  push  on  with  his 
trains  in  rear  of  General  Morgan. 

General  Carlin,  relieving  General  Baird  with  two  of  his  brigades, 
will  urge  on  the  passage  of  the  trains  and  troops,  and  will  post  a bat- 
tery on  the  heights  to  cover  the  passage  of  his  rear  brigade  and  the 
raising  of  the  pontoon  bridge.  He  will  receive  further  orders  during 
the  day. 

The  delay  caused  by  the  breaking  of  the  bridge,  and  the  consequent 
wide  separation  of  the  coi  ])s  from  the  remainder  of  the  army,  makes 
it  imperative  upon  all  to  ])ush  the  advance  now  with  the  utmost  energy 
and  rapidity. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  [ Crossing  Catawba  River,  S.  C., 

No.  18.  ) February  28,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows: 

Genepl  Morgan,  marching  at  daybreak,  will  push  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible  on  the  road  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Corps. 

General  Baird,  marching  at  daylight,  will  follow  General  Morgan. 
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General  Carlin  will  follow  General  Baird. 

The  reserve  artillery  and  ainniunition  trains  will  niove  with  and  report 
to  General  Morgan  until  further  orders. 

Corps  headquarters  trains  Avill  move  in  the  rear  of  General  Baird. 

Hach  division  commander  will  take  charge  of  his  own  supply  train, 
and  until  further  orders,  starting  at  daylight  each  morning,  will  make 
the  greatest  distance  possible  each  day  (without  changing  the  order  of 
march),  reporting  position  to  the  corps  commander  every  evening. 

From  all  information  obtained  the  corps  commander  believes  that  no 
considerable  force  threatens  our  hanks.  Each  division  commander  will, 
therefore,  at  once  drive  off  any  bands  that  may  harass  his  march  and 
push  forward  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Mai.  J.  0.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

February  ^8,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McCluro, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 
Colonel:  I know  the  general  commanding  is  uneasy  about  the 
roads.  I have  reached  the  point  where  the  corduroying  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  commenced.  I see  no  difficulty  whatever  in  passing  the  trains 
of  the  corps  over  the  road  up  to  this  place.  I consider  it  a perfect 
God’s  country  compared  with  the  infernal  hills  about  the  Catawba 
River.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  push  forward  as  far  as  possible 
to  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Orders.]  FTeadquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Fear  Hortooi’s  Store,  S.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Miller’s  Bridge,  over  Lynch’s 
Creek,  in  the  following  order:  First  Division,  Third  Division,  Second 
Division.  General  Jackson  will  start  at  0.30  a.  m.  General  Ward  will 
leave  his  present  eamp  early  enough  to  close  up  to  the  rear  of  the  train 
of  the  First  Division.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  will  march 
unencumbered  in  the  advance.  General  Ward  will  distribute  his 
troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions. 
General  Jackson  will  use  his  troops  to  repair  all  the  bad  places  in  the 
road,  but  the  troops  of  the  other  divisions  must  be. kept  with  the  trains 
and  in  readiness  to  make  any  necessary  repairs  to  the  road.  General 
Geary  will  march  one  brigade  as  a rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery 
will  march  with  the  rear  guard,  the  balance  of  the  artillery  in  the  same 
order  as  in  the  march  of  to-day.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  train  of  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  AVilliams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 
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HdQRS.  OAVA.LEY  COMMAND,  .AIlL.  DiV.  OF  THE  MiSS., 

In  the  Fields  February  28^  I860 — 3 ]).  m. 

[Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississip;yi:] 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  you  General  Hampton’s 
reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday.*  1 still  hold  Lancaster, 
and  send  you  map  indicating  the  position  of  my  brigades.  Hamp- 
ton’s forces  seem  to  be  holding  Cane  Greek.  I am  pushing  a recon- 
naissance to-day  well  up  the  Charlotte  road,  and  in  direction  of  Mon- 
roe. My  people  have  been  as  far  ui)  as  the  cross-roads  at  Flyer’s,  Nel- 
son’s, and  Metier’s,  marked  by  stars  on  tlie  map,  and  driven  in  the 
enemy’s  pickets.  They  are  still  advancing,  with  orders  to  push  up  the 
country  as  far  as  possible.  Tip  to  last  evening  the  enemy  felt  certain 
that  we  were  moving  toward  Charlotte,  and  I think  my  demonstrations 
of  to-day  will  keep  him  of  that  opinion.  Davis’  stragglers  are  now 
coming  into  my  column.  I therefore  infer  that  he  is  past  Pleasant  Hill 
Post-Office  by  this  5 he  certainly  has  had  time.  I have  sent  out  scout- 
ing parties  to  find  out  what  progress  he  has  made.  I have  eaten  out 
the  country  about  Lancaster,  and  here  it  is  mighty  poor.  It  won’t  pay 
to  halt  long  at  one  place.  I hope  that  General  Davis  will  be  so  far 
advanced  as  to  allow  me  to  cross  Lynch’s  Creek  to-morrow.  Please 
indicate  to  me  the  road  ui^on  which  General  Davis  will  march  after 
crossing  Lynch’s  Creek.  I received  this  morning  twenty  of  my  pris- 
oners in  exchange  for  an  equal  number  sent  General  Wheeler  yester- 
day; in  all,  he  has  taken  from  me  but  one  officer  and  thirty  men  since 
entering  upon  the  present  campaign.  T have,  over  and  above  that 
number,  seventy  of  his  men  and  four  commissioned  officers.  As  I feel 
confident  that  I can  keep  even  with  him  or  Hampton  in  prisoners,  if 
you  will  give  permission,  and  any  of  the  corps  commanders  desire  it,  for 
inlantry  officers  and  soldiers  now  in  Wheeler’s  hands  I will  exchange 
the  prisoners  1 now  have  on  hand.  Three  infantry  soldiers  belonging 
to  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  represented  themselves  as  belonging  to 
my  cavalry,  and  were  exchanged  last  evening.  They  will  be  sent  to 
their  corps  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  (L  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding,  the.,  Hilton  Head  : 

Dear  General:  Your  dispatch, of  yesterday  is  just  received. 
General  Beckwith  thinks  we  cannot  depend  on  the  navy  to  furnish  us 
promptly  with  any  information  tliey  may  gather  of  General  Sherman’s 
mov^ements,  and  tlmt  on  this  account  it  would  be  very  well  to  keep  a 
dispatch  boat  at  Georgetown,  with  orders  to  report  without  delay.  We 
do  not  think  it  very  likely  that  General  Sherman  will  communicate 
through  Georgetown  ; but  as  he  distinctly  directed  a lookout  to  be  kept 
for  him  there  we  wish  not  to  lose  any  of  the  chances.  We  hear 
nothing  from  the  interior  or  from  Hood’s  army.  Please  inform  me  at 
once  of  any  news  from  Wilmington  or  other  point  on  the  coast  north 
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of  you.  The  break  in  the  telegraph  isolates  us.  Any  important  news 
might  be  sent  by  special  boat  from  Fort  Pulaski.  All  very  quiet  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  iS.  (7.,  February  ^8,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  Hist.,  Dept,  of  the  Souths  Charleston.,  S.  C.  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  another  regi- 
ment be  sent  to  Georgetown  without  delay,  so  that  that  place  shall  be 
occupied  by  from  600  to  800  men,  with  instructions  to  intrench  them- 
selves. The  major-general  commanding  also  directs  that  Colonel  Hal- 
lowelPs  brigade,  as  organized  in  the  return  of  the  Coast  Division  of 
February  4,  be  sent  at  once  to  Savannah,  to  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 
C.  Grover.  If  the  above  changes  render  it  necessary,  jmu  are  author- 
ized to  withdraw  General  Potter’s  brigade  from  the  front,  but  no  time 
must  be  lost  in  making  said  changes.  The  major-general  commanding 
further  directs  that  a dispatch  boat  be  sent  to  Georgetown  to  be  used 
in  carrying  information  or  dispatches  in  case  of  necessity.  It  is  imimr- 
tant  that  any  news  from  General  Sherman’s  army  requiring  action  on 
the  part  of  the  major-general  commanding  should  be  sent  to  him  with- 
out delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BERGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  T^orthern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

IS'o.  8.  j Charleston.,  8.  6’.,  February  28,  1865. 

I.  All  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Charleston  or 
its  vicinity  are  invited  to  call  at  the  office  of  the  post  provost-marshal 
and  register  their  names,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  receive  certificates  of  having  done  so. 

II.  Post  or  brigade  commanders  will  grant  no  passes  or  other  favors 
to  persons  (owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States)  who  have  not,  by 
taking' the  oath,  shown  their  loyalty  to  the  Government. 

HI.  No  guards  will  be  ]>laced  over  the  houses  of  citizens  for  the  pro- 
tection of  private  property.  Any  person  fearing  molestation  will  best 
secure  their  property  by  placing  in  some  conspicuous  position  on  the 
premises  the  fiag  of  the  United  States.  Persons  detected  in  depredat- 
ing on  houses  so  protected  will  be  punished  with  additional  severity. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

Fir.H  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South,, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Division  : 

Please  send  the  detachnumtof  the  Twenty-first  now  with  you  to  this 
city  to  report  to  Colonel  Woodford  as  soon  as  Colonel  Van  Wyck  has 
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joined  you.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  quite  a large  body  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  on  the  Halfway  Creek  road.  If  this  is  confirmed  by  reports 
you  may  receive  try  and  capture  or  disperse  them.  I will  try  to  ke(^p 
your  troops  supplied  with  rations  by  the  Cooper  and  Wando  Rivers. 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Division, 

In  the  Field,  Saint  Stephen’s  Station y S.  C., 

February  28 y 1865 — 8 a.  m. 

General  Schimmelfennig  : 

A railroad  employe  who  came  across  the  Santee  last  night  reports  that 
the  enemy  has  left  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  last  of  their  infantry 
was  about  leaving  Kingstree  j^er  rail  for  Cheraw.  The  cavalry  and 
artillery  marched  by  the  road;  He  also  reports  Sherman  forty  miles 
north  of  Columbia,  on  the  road  to  Charlotte,  Beauregard  is  in  his 
front,  endeavoring  to  check  him  until  the  rebel  forces  can  concentrate 
at  Charlotte.  The  report  of  the  capture  of  Wilmington  is  confirmed. 
I think  it  evident  that  Sherman  intends  to  move  directly  to  Raleigh 
without  making  any  base  at  Charleston  or  Georgetown.  In  this  event 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  overtake  and  communicate  with  him 
by  crossing  the  Santee  at  this  point  and  following  the  retreating  rebels. 
They  would  always  be  between  Sherman  and  this  force.  A more  xu^ob- 
able  means  of  communicating  with  him  would  be  by  following  his  route 
from  Columbia.  The  officer  in  charge  of  tbe  steamer  Bennett,  with 
rations  for  this  command,  reported  here  last  evening.  All  my  wagons, 
nine  in  number,  are  on  their  way  here  with  ammunition.  I have  ordered 
all  the  carts  to  go  to  the  landing  on  the  western  branch,  and  bring 
what  rations  they  can  from  the  Bennett.  Is  it  intended  that  the  rail- 
road bridges  and  trestles  should  be  rebuilt,  and  if  so,  when  will  that 
work  be  probably  finished'?  The  constant  rains  will  make  the  roads 
almost  impassable,  and  with  my  x^reseut  means  of  transportation  I shall 
not  be  able  to  bring  supx^lies,  even  from  the  western  branch  of  Cooper 
River.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  tin-dads  from  coming  up  the 
Santee  to  this  point.  I must  again  request  that  the  telegraph  operator 
be  sent  here  from  Goose  Creek.  I have  sent  orders  to  him  directly, 
but  hear  nothing  of  him.  The  telegraph  wire  is  broken  in  one  place 
only,  I believe,  between  Saint  Stephen’s  and  Monk’s  Corner,  and  I think 
it  is  very  little  injured  between  the  last  place  and  Goose  Creek.  I shall 
order  Major  Place  and  the  guard  which  was  left  at  Goose  Creek  to 
rejoin  their  command.  The  small  guard  which  is  needed  at  the  Goose 
Creek  bridge  can  better  be  furnished  from  Charleston.  If  it  be  the 
intention  to  reconstruct  the  trestle-works  below  Saint  Stephen’s  I can 
order  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fox,  Fifty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
who  is  a civil  engineer,  to  commence  the  work.  There  is  plenty  of  timber 
here  already  framed  for  the  trestles.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to 
forward  acox^y  of  this  disi)atch  to  the  major-general  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- Generaly  Commanding. 

P.  S. — A small  guard  from  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New 
York  Volunteers  was  left  at  Mount  Pleasant.  I should  like  to  have 
them  returned  to  their  regiment  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Hdqhs.  Northeen  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston.,  February  1865. 

Co].  C.  H.  V"AN  Wyck, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Goose  Creek  : 

Leave  three  companies  of  your  command  as  a guard  at  Goose  Creek. 
If  the  troops  now  there  as  a guard  belong  to  the  Twenty-first  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  order  them  to  report  to  Colonel  Woodford,  in  Charles- 
ton.' If  they  are  part  of  a regiment  with  General  Potter,  order  them 
to  report  to  him  at  Monk’s  Corner. 

dNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding: 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  B.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Col.  E.  N.  Hallo  WELL, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel:  You  will  send  early  this  morning  four  companies  of  the 
best  disciplined  troops  in  your  command  under  command  of  a discreet 
officer  on  the  road  toward  Goose  Creek  to  a point  known  as  Thirteen- 
Mile  Hill.  It  is  represented  that  the  blacks  there  are  committing  mur- 
ders. The  officer  in  command  will  be  directed  to  induce  the  lately 
freed  people  to  come  into  the  city.  He  is  authorized  to  seize  any  trans- 
portation he  may  find  to  convey  the  young,  and  those  unable  to  travel, 
and  the  necessary  baggage.  He  will  enforce  the  strictest  discipline  in 
his  own  command,  allowing  no  straggling  or  marauding.  If  necessary 
to  prevent  the  latter  he  will  make  immediate  example  of  such  men  as 
are  found  violating  these  orders,  even  to  the  extreme  penalty  of  death. 
A strict  guard  must  be  kept  over  camp  the  night  the  command  is  absent: 
One  day’s  rations  will  be  taken  and  the  command  will  return  the  follow- 
ing day. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAKD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Ge7i. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Division,  Sherman’s  Army^, 

BlaiFs  Landmg,  B.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Captain  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral,  Departnient  of  the  Bo  nth  : 

Captain  : I sent  a reconnoitering  party  some  thirty  miles  up  the  road 
from  Pocotaligo  Station  (Sherman’s  road),  which  was  unable  to  hear  of 
any  force  whatever  on  the  26th.  On  the  27th  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry, 
commanding  at  Pocotaligo  Station,  reports: 

I have  information  from  contrabands  of  a force  of  rebels  said  to  number  some  300 
to  500,  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Roberts  (of  Colonel 
< lolcock’s  command  of  cavalry)  and  Captain  Mickler,  with  a squad  of  inhintry.  They 
are  near  Beech  Branch  (twenty-live  miles  north  west  from  Coosawhatchie  Station)  and 
are  scouting  the  country  in  that  direction. 

The  sergeant  in  command  of  twenty-three  men  at  Garden’s  Corners 
reports  the  station  attacked  with  musketry  for  three  hours  night  before 
last-  No  loss.  I have  sent  a company  there  to  remain  and  reconnoiter. 

V'ery  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 

Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

11  Hi  on  llead^  S.  February  1805. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  Grover, 

Comdg.  Savannah  Dept,  of  the  Souths  Savannah^  Ga.  : 

General  : The  major-general  coinnmnding*  directs  that  you  hold  two 
brigades  of  your  command  that  can  be  best  spared  in  readiness  to 
embark,  to  be  sent  beyond  the  limits  of  this  department.  You  w ill  call 
in  all  detailed  men  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  these  brigades,  and 
report  by  letter  and  by  telegraph  the  brigades  thus  selected  and  their 
aggregate  strength.  Four  hundred  men  belonging  to  your  command 
arrived  to-day  from  the  North  and  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at  once.  A 
sufficient  force  necessary  to  replace  the  above  brigades  will  be  sent  to 
Savannah  without  delay.  Steamers  will  be  sent  to  Savannah  to-morrow 
to  receive  one  brigade  and  transportation  for  the  balance  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  28.,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  24th.  Please 
accept  my  thanks  for  your  generous  appreciation  of  our  success  in  the 
capture  of  Wilmington.  My  latest  information  of  General  Sherman  is 
that  on  the  24th  one  of  his  main  columns  was  about  midway  between 
Columbia  and  Charlotte,  and  the  other  seventeen  miles  from  Camden 
on  the  road  to  Fayetteville.  This  comes  from  the  mail  carrier  from 
Fayetteville,  and  is  thought  by  those  who  know  him  to  be  reliable.  I 
had  supposed  General  Sherman  farther  advanced,  but  the  roads  are  bad, 
and  he  probably  has  to  move  quite  slowly.  Very  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  lately.  The  roads  in  this  region  are  very  bad,  but  they  will  dry 
very  quickly  after  the  rain  ceases.  In  the  region  General  Sherman  is 
marching  through  the  mud  will  last  much  longer.  I have  men  out  to 
get  information  of  his  movements,  bat  I find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  any  one  at  all  trustworthy  who  is  willing  to  carry  a dispatch  to 
him;  but  I hope  to  get  one  to-morrow.  General  Sherman  can  send  to 
me  much  more  easily,  and  no  doubt  has  already  done  so.  Hardee  was 
ordered  to  this  place  from  Charleston,  but  we  came  in  just  in  time  to 
cut  him  off*.  He  then  turned  toward  Fayetteville.  1 think  Hoke  will 
go  in  the  same  direction,  and  both  try  to  unite  with  Beauregard  about 
Greensborough.  This  I derive  from  a telegraph  operator’s  report  of 
the  correspondence  between  Bragg  and  Hardee  the  day  before  we  got 
Wilmington.  My  wagons  and  animals  are  coming  very  slow  ly.  Storm 
and  fog  liave  made  it  inqiossible  to  cross  Cape  Fear  bar  for  nearly  all  the 
time  for  several  days.  It  must  be  four  or  five  days  yet  before  w^e  can 
fairly  begin  wmrk  on  the  railroad.  I had  hoped  much  more  from  Pal- 
mer’s movement,  but  he  has  done  nothing.  Instead  of  pushing  out  as 
ordered,  he  came  here  to  see  me  about  it,  and  was  detained  by  the  fog. 
He  ])robably  did  not  get  back  until  to-day.  I sent  Cox  back  with  him 
with  orders  to  take  command  and  move  forward  at  once,  so  that  the 
radroad  could  be  repaired.  1 intend  to  move  from  here  by  the  5th  or 
Oth  with  whatever  transportation  1 can  get  by  that  time.  It  the  rail- 


620  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

road  here  is  uot  ready  for  me  I will  push  through  and  unite  with  Cox, 
unless  I learn  that  Sherman  is  coming  this  way  to  get  supplies  here. 
His  instructions  to  Colonel  Wright  were  to  have  the  road  to  Golds- 
borough  ready  for  him  by  the  15th  of  March.  That  I think  we  can 
make,  and  will  do  more  if  possible.  I hope  when  General  Sherman 
hears  I have  Wilmington  he  will  come  in  as  far  as  Fayetteville.  Then 
we  will  be  all  right,  and  can  unite  whenever  we  please.  The  cavalry 
has  begun  to  arrive.  A regiment  will  do  very  well  for  the  present. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[>  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  9.  ) Wilmington,  A.  0.,  February  28,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Barriger,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  announced 
as  a member  of  the  departmental  staff,  and  will  relieve  Lieut.  Col.  B. 
B.  Treat,  commissary  of  subsistence,  as  chief  commissary  of  subsis- 
tence, Department  of  North  Carolina. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Gerieral. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wilmington,  N'.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox: 

General  : 1 am  sorry  for  your  detention  in  getting  started,  but  it 
was  unavoidable.  McQuiston’s  brigade  did  not  get  oft‘  until  to-day, 
but  do  not  wait  for  it.  Time  is  very  important.  General  Grant  is  very 
much  disappointed  at  Palmer’s  tardiness.  He  was  expected  to  have 
Kinston  by  the  time  we  got  Wilmington.  I rely  upon  you  to  regain 
what  lias  been  lost.  Let  nothing  detain  you. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Second  and  Third  Divisions, 

> Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ) Wilmington,  N.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  IG,  paragraph  2,  current 
series,  headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  the 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  Keports,  returns,  and  official  correspond- 
ence will  be  forwarded  through  these  headquarters. 

D.  N.  COUCH, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

No.  45.  i Northeast  Station,  N.  C.,  February  28,  1865. 

1.  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  ]\rajor-General  Schofield, 
commanding  the  department,  corjis  headquarters  will  be  temporarily 
established  at  Wilmington,  and  all  official  papers  from  the  command 
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will  be  forwarded  thither.  Division  commanders  are  authorized  to 
grant  passes  to  cross  our  lines  or  to  go  to  Wilmington.  In  the  event 
of  any  military  movement,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames  will  assume  com- 
mand of  the  troops  at  the  front  until  the  arrival  of  the  major-general 
commanding.  The  corps  officer  of  the  day  will  be  furnished  this  day 
from  General  Ames’  command,  to-morrow  and  the  day  following  from 
General  Paine’s  command,  and  again  in  the  same  succession  until 
further  orders,  the  detail  being  made  from  officers  above  the  rank  of 
major,  not  including  brigade  commanders.  The  old  and  new  officers  of 
the  day  will  meet  daily  at  3 p.  m.  at  headquarters  Second  Division, 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  instructions, 
and  will  communicate  immediately  to  division  commanders  all  matters 
of  importance  occurring  during  their  tour  of  duty.  They  will  forward, 
through  their  division  commanders,  a written  report  to  these  head- 
quarters. Until  further  orders  the  Sixteenth  hTew  York  Light  Battery 
will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames,  commanding  Second  Division, 
Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  and  Light  Company  E,  Third  U.  S.  Artil- 
lery, to  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  commanding  Third  Division, 
Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeyieral, 


Special  Orders,  j Hdqrs.  District  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  59.  \ New  Berne^  N.  C.,  February  28^  1865. 

***##*# 

VI.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  will  proceed  at  once  to  New 
Berne,  the  commanding  officer  reporting  on  arrival  at  these  headquar- 
ters. Quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

VII.  The  section  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery  now  serving  in  the 
Sub-District  of  Beaufort  will  proceed  at  once  to  join  their  regiment  at 
New  Berne.  Quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

VIII.  The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  will  proceed  at 
once  to  New  Berne,  the  commanding  officer  reporting  on  arrival  to 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter,  TT.  S.  Volunteers.  Quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment will  furnish  transportation. 

IX.  The  headquarters  of  the  First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volun- 
teers (this  includes  the  old  Second  North  Carolina  Volunteers  also) 
will  be  located  at  Morehead  City,  where  all  of  that  regiment,  including 
the  company  ordered  up  from  Hatteras,  will  at  once  be  concentrated 
and  encamped,  except  one  company,  which  will  be  stationed  at  Beau- 
fort and  which  will  constitute  the  only  garrison  of  that  place.  All 
other  troops  now  at  Beaufort  will  at  once  be  transferred  to  Morehead 
City. 

X.  The  commanding  officer  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery  will  send 
one  company  of  his  regiment  to  garrison  Fort  Macon.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  that  company  will  receive  from  the  officer  he  relieves  all 
the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  and  other  public  property  pertaining 
to  that  post.  The  jiresent  commanding  officer  is  directed  to  turn  over 
the  same,  as  of  such  condition  as  the  receiving  officer  may  see  fit  to 
determine. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen,  I,  N.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
j\.ssistayt  Adjutant^  (general, 
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Abstract  from  returns  of  the  U.  S.  forces  under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  for  February  28,  1865. 


Command. 


General  and  staff 

7tli  Company  Ohio  Sharpshooteivs 

Ist  Michigan  Engineers  (ten  companies) 
1st  Missouri  Engineers  (five  companies) 

Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

General  and  staff 

Escort 

Signal  detachment  (McClintock) 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps  (Logan) 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps  (Blair)  . . . 

Total  Eight  Wing  (Howard) 

Army  of  Georgia: 

General  and  staff 

Pontoniers  (Downey) 

Fourteenth  Army  (i’orps  (Davis)  . . . 
Twentieth  Army  Corps  (Williams)  . 

Total  Left  Wing  (Slocum) 

Cavalry  (Kilpatrick)  

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty.* 

t 

' Aggregate  present. 

1 Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of  field  artil-  j 

lery.  | 

! Oflicers.  1 

s 

17 

2 

37 

10 

17 

78 

1,354 

471 

17 

95 

1,740 

566 

66 

1,057 

310 

21 

21 

27 

4 

47 

94 

140 

3 

24 

27 

31 

773 

14, 739 

18, 320 

28,  714 

18 

448 

11, 142 

13,  067 

25,  099 

14 

1,249 

25,  952 

31,529  j 

54,011 

32 

6 

6 

8 

25 

457 

727 

909 

578 

13, 776 

16, 108 

27,  825 

16 

652 

13, 051 

15,  512 

28, 682 

16 

1,  261 

27,  284 

32,353 

57, 424 

32 

itP 

4,259 

5,156  1 

9,  354 

6 

2,  753 

58,  928 

70,958 

123, 207 

70 

* For  the  effective  streDgth,  see  Part  I,  p.  43. 


[ February  28,  1865.--For  organization  of  troops  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  covering  this  date, 
see  Part  I,  p.  46.] 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  February  28,  1865. 

[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.] 


(Jommaiid. 

Present  for 
duty. 

i 

Aggregate  present.  1 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

$ 

c 

% 

9 

3 

6 

706 

343 

248 

1 

j Men. 

Heavy. 

Field. 

( 1 fill p, fa-1  a.nd  staff 

9 

04 

23 

10,  389 
11,570 
8,  439 

10 
87 
141 
27, 196 
22, 798 
12,148 

Company  G,  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry  (Ashbury) 

Detachment  Signal  Corps  (Daniels) ’ 

Twenty-third  Army  Corps  (Schofield) 

Provisional  Army  Corps  (Terry) 

District  of  North  Carolina  (Palmer)  

Total 

Total  according  to  deiiartmmit  return 

64 

16 

13,781 
9,  815 
6,478 

101  , 

(*) 

10 

63 

1,315 

30, 1.54 

36, 494 

62,  380 

1 1 

73 

1,145 

28,  947 

34,003  1 01,701 

1 1 

1 

Not  reported. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  {Army  of 
the  Ohio),  commarided  hy  Alaj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  U.  S.  Army, 
February  28,  1865. 

ESCORT. 


7th  Ohio  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  John  A.  Ashbury. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Capt.  Nahum  Daniels. 
TWENTY-THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schobteld. 

ENGINEICR  BATTALION. 


Capt.  Oliver  S.  McClure. 


FIRST  division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  H.  Ruger. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  John  M.  Orr. 

120th  Indiana,  Col.  Allen  W.  Prather. 
124th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  H.  Neff. 
128th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Jasper  Pack- 
ard. 

180th  Ohio,  Col.  Willard  Warner. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  C.  McQuiston. 

123d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Dewitt  C.  Wal- 
ters. 

129th  Indiana,  Col.  Charles  A.  Zollinger. 
130th  Indiana,  Col.  Charles  S.  Parrish. 
28th9Mi  chi  gan,  Col.  William  W. 
Wheeler. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Minor  T.  Thomas. 

8th  Minnesota,  Capt.  George  F.  Pettit. 

174th  Ohio,  Col.  John  S.  Jones. 

178th  Ohio,  Col.  Joab  A.  Stafford. 

Artillery. 

Indiana  Light,  22d  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  W.  Nicholson. 

1st  Michigan  Light,  Battery  F,  Capt.  Byron  D.  Paddock. 

SECOND  DIVISION,  t 

Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  C.  McLean. 

First  Brigade.  Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.  Cooper.  Col.  John  Mehringer. 

26th  Kentucky,  Col.  Thomas  B.  Fair-  ' 107th  Illinois,  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Milholland. 

leigh.  80tfi  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  D. 

2.5th  Michigan,  Col.  Orlando  41.  Moore.  Owen. 

6th  Tennes8ee(seven  companies), Lieut.  23d  Michigan,  Col.  Oliver  L.  Spaulding. 
Col.  Edward  Maynard.  111th  Ohio,  Capt.  Henry  J.  McCord. 

; 118th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Edgar  Sowers. 

Third  Brigade. 

(!al.  Silas  A.  Strickland. 

91st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Butterfield. 

.50th  Ohio,  Capt.  .John  S.  Conahan. 

181st  Ohio,  Maj.  James  T.  Hickey. 

183d  Ohio,  Col.  (feorge  W.  Hogc. 

Artillery. 

Indiana  Light,  1.5th  Battery,  Cai>t.  Alonzo  D.  Harvey. 

Oliio  Light,  Ifffh  Battery,  (!a])t.  Frank  Wilson. 


* Composed  of  details  from  infantry  regiments. 

1Maj.  (ien.  Darius  N.  Coucli,  in  command  of  the  Second  and  'I'liird  Divisions, 


624 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  W.  Reilly. 


Provost 

100th  Ohio,  Company  F, 

First  Brigade. 

Col.  Oscar  W.  Sterl. 

12th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Laurence 
H.  Rousseau. 

16th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  John  S. 
White. 

100th  Ohio,  Capt.  Frank  Rundell. 

104th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  J.  Jordan. 
8th  Tennessee,  Capt.  James  W.  Berry. 


Guard. 

Lieut.  J{*hn  P.  Denny. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Arthur  T.  Wilcox. 

65th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William-  S. 
Stewart. 

65th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Ham- 
moud. 

103d  Ohio,  Capt.  Henry  S.  Pickaiids. 
177th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Zim- 
merman. 

5th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel 
Witt. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Henderson. 

112th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Emery  S.  Bond. 
63d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Morris. 
140th  Indiana,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Brady. 


Ar  till  erg. 


Indiana  Light,  23d  Battery,  Capt.  James  H.  Myers. 
Ist  Ohio  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Cecil  C.  Reed. 

PROVISIONAL  ARMY  CORPS. 

Maj,  Gen.  Alfred  H.  Terry. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 


Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Beardslee. 

ENGINEERS. 


15th  New  York,  Companies  A and  T,  Lieut.  Keefe  S.  O’Keefe. 

SECOND  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,  TWENTY-FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott. 

6th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Klein. 

7th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Seager  S.  Atwell. 

3d  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  James  F.  Randlett. 

7th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  W.  Rollins. 

16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (six  companies),  Maj.  Frederick  W.  Prince. 


.SECOND  DIVISION,  TWENTY-FOURTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Geu.  Adelbert  Ames. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Rufus  Daggett. 


Second  Brigade. 


IJeut.  Col.  James  A.  Colvin. 


3d  New  York,  Lieut.  George  E.  Avent. 
112th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Ephraim  A. 
Ludwick. 

117th  New  York,  Capt.  Edward  Downer. 
142d  New  York,  Col.  Albert  M.  Barney. 


j 47th  New  York,  Capt.  Frank  A.  Butts. 

I 48th  New  York,  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer  K. 
I Hilliard. 

j 76th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Charles  Knerr. 

97th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  William  H. 
I Martin. 

I 203d  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Amos  W. 
I Jlacbman.  ‘ 
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Third  Brigade. 

Col.  G.  Frederick  Granger. 

13th  Indiana  (seven  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  M.  Zent. 
9th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Noble. 

4th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  W.  Parker. 

115th  New  York,  Lieut,  Col.  Nathan  .1.  Johnson. 

169th  New  York,  Capt.  Edwin  R,  Smith. 


THIRD  DIVISION,  TWENTY-FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J,  Paine. 


First  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Delevan  Bates. 

Ist  IJ.  S,  Colored  Troops,  * Lieut.  Col. 
Giles  H.  Rich. 

30th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  \ Lieut.  Col. 
Hiram  A.  Oakmau. 

107th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  William 
H.  Revere,  jr. 


Second  Brigade. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuei,  A.  Duncan. 

4th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col. 
George  Rogers. 

6th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  W. 

39th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Ozora  P. 
Stearns. 


Third  Brigade. 

Col.  John  H.  Holman. 

5th  U.  S,  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  William  R.  Brazie. 

10th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  H.  Powell. 

27th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Donuellau. 

37th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Nathan  Goff,  jr, 

ARTILLERY. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy,  Companies  B,  G,  and  L,  Capt.  William  G.  Pride. 

2d  Pennsylvania  Heavy,  Company  A,  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Everett. 

New  York  Light,  16th  Battery,  Capt.  Richard  H.  Lee. 

3d  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  R.  Myrick. 

CAVALRY. 

20th  New  York,  Company  I,  Capt.  John  J.  Carroll. 

DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Brig,  Gen.  Innis  N.  Palmer. 

SUB- DISTRICT  OF  NEW  BERNE. 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harland. 

1.5th  Connecticut,  Col.  Charles  L.  Upliam. 

23d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Raymond. 

25th  Massachusetts  (four  companies),  Capt,  Samuel  Harrington. 

27th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  G.  Bartholomew. 

S New  \ Col.  Peter  J.  Claassen. 

Ist  North  Carolina  (two  companies),. Capt.  Richard  J.  Allen. 

12th  New  York  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Philip  G.  Vought. 

23d  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Ca^it.  Emory  Cummings. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery(detachment),  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  B,  R,  Sprague. 
3d  New  Yo/k  Light  Artillery  (detachment),  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  23d  Battery,  Capt.  Alfred  Ransom. 

5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Tew. 

’'Temporarily  attached  to  'Fliird  Brigade, 
t Temporarily  attached  to  Second  Brigade. 

40  R R— VOL  XLVII,  1»T  ir 
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ROANOKE  ISLAND. 

Col.  Theodore  F.  Lehmann. 

I6th  Connecticut  (detachment),  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Barnnni. 
lOlst  Pennsylvania  (two  companies),  Lieut.  Edgar  Lee. 

103d  Pennsylvania  (detachment),  Col.  Theodore  F.  Lehmann. 

.5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  D,  Lieut.  Moses  O.  Darling. 
5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery.  Company  K,  Capt.  Emelins  de  Menlen. 
New  York  Light  Artillery,  24th  Battery,  Lient.  William  S.  Camp. 

SUB-DISTRICT  OF  BEAUFORT. 

Col.  James  Stewart,  Jr. 

17th  Massachusetts,  Lient.  Col.  Henry  Splaine. 

9th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Samuel  Hufty. 

1st  North  Carolina  (detachment).  Col.  Joseph  M.  McChesney. 

Ist  North  Carolina  Colored  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  William  A.  Moore. 

3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C (section),  Lient.  Enoch  Jones. 

PLYMOUTH. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillerj'^  (four  companies),  Col.  Jones  Frankie. 
provisional  division,  army  of  the  tennessef.. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  F.  Meagher. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  Maj.  Gen.  Quincy  A.  Gillmore, 
U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  February  28,  1865. 

[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.] 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 
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be 

Aggregate  present  | 
and  absent.  ■ 

1 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

C5 
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o 

n 

> 

a 

2 

General  licad(iuartera 

59 

7 

60 
52 

82 
559 
2,  340 
1,  655 

142 
584 
3,  375 
1,925 

147 
600 
6,  543 
2,203 
1,854 
3,993 
8,816 

First  New  York  Engineers  (battalion,  Place) 

First  Separate  Brigade  (Hatch) 

Second  Separate  Brigade  (Guernsey) 

Third  Separate  Brigade  (Littlefield) 

Fourth  Separate  Brigade  (Scammon) 

District  of  Savannah  (Grover) 

47 

160 

1,336 
3,  856 

1,652 
5,  054 

Total 

385 

9,  828 

12,  732 

24, 188 

1 

Total  according  to  department  return 

j... 

384 

9,596 

12,  474 

23,881 

1 

1 

Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  South,  commanded  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Quincy  A.  Gillmore,  IT.  S.  Army,  February  28,  1865. 

FIRST  SEPARATE  BRIGADE.! 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch. 

54th  Massachusetts  (colored),  Maj.  George  Pope. 

55th  Massachusetts  (colored),  Lieut.  Coi.  Charles  B.  Fox. 

54th  New  York,  Maj.  Stephen  Kovacs. 

56th  New  York,  Maj.  Eliphas  Smith. 

.52d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  A.  Hennessy. 

21st  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Capt.  Henry  Sliarj). 

33d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Capt.  Niles  G.  Parker. 

3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Mesereau. 

3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  First  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Ames. 

" The  troops  constituting  the  Provisional  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Edward  E.  Potter,  are  not  indicated  on  the  returns. 

t Or  Northern  District.  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Schimmelfennig  commanding 
J.lefensos  of  Charleston. 
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Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Guernsey. f 

26tli  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Ira  Winaiis. 

32d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  George  W,  Baird. 

3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  A,  Capt,  William  H.  Hamner. 
2d  U.  S.  Colored  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Jeremiah  S.  Clark. 

THIRD  SEPARATE  BRIGADE  1 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Milton  S.  Littlefielo. 

144th  New  York,  Col.  .lames  Lewis. 

25th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Haiighton. 

FOURTH  SEPARATE  BRIGADE, 


Brig.  Gen.  Eliakim  P.  Scammon. 

17th  Connecticut,  Maj.  Henry  Allen. 

75th  Ohio  (two  companies),  Capt.  William  J.  Ranuels. 

107th  Ohio,  Capt.  Philip  Setzler. 

3d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Tilghmau. 

34th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Marple. 

35th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lieut.  Col.  Animiel  J.  Willard. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Second  Battalion,  Capt.  George  R.  Hurlbut. 
3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Capt.  Samuel  C.  Day. 

DISTRICT  OF  SAVANNAH. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover. 

SECOND  division,  NINETEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Birge. 

First  BrUjade. 

Col.  Henry  D.  Washburn. 

9th  Connecticut  (four  companies),  Capt.  William  A.  Lee. 
8th  Indiana,  Maj.  John  R.  Polk. 

18th  Indiana,  Capt.  Doil  R.  Bowden. 

12th  Maine  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  Ilsley. 

14th  Maine  (four  companies),  Capt.  John  K.  Laiug. 

14th  New  Hampshire,  Maj.  Flavel  L.  Tolman. 

75th  New  York  (hve  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  P.  York. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  Nicholas  W.  Day. 

13th  Connecticut  (five  companies),  Capt.  William  E.  Bradley. 
22d  Iowa,  Col.  Harvey  Graham. 

28th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Bartholomew  W.  Wilson. 

13l8t  New  York,  Capt.  Thomas  Tilestou. 

159th  New  York.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Waltermire. 


* Or  District  of  Beaufort. 

t Temporarily  commanding  in  absence  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  command- 
ing Provisional  Divivsiou  in  the  field. 

I Or  District  of  Hilton  Head. 

^ Or  District  of  Florida. 
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Third  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  P.  Richakdson. 

24 th  Iowa,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Wriglit. 

38lli  Massachusetts,  Capt.  William  H.  Jewell. 

128th  New  York,  Capt.  Henry  H.  Sincerbox. 

156th  New  York,  Capt.  Alfred  Cooley. 

175th  New  York  (five  companies),  Capt.  Charles  McCarthey. 
176th  New  York,  Maj.  Charles  Lewis. 

UNASSIGNED. 

1st  New  York  Engiueers,  First  Battalion,  Maj.  James  E.  Place. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Ferihfs  Bridge,  LyncFs  Greeh^  March  J,  1865, 
General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General  : Slocum  has  the  Twentieth  here  across  Lynch’s  Creek, 
and  a good  bridge.  Davis  is  across  the  Catawba,  and  ought  to  be 
about  fifteen  miles  behind  us.  To-morrow  all  will  move  forward  fifteen 
miles, which  will  bring  us  near  Chesterfield,  next  day  at  Cheraw,  Davis 
in  the  meantime  closing  his  gapj  push  Blair  straight  on  Cheraw;  with 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  move  on  the  same  point,  careful  to  reach  the  rail- 
road below  Cheraw  and  break  it,  then  on  Cheraw.  We  will  cross  to  the 
north  of  Cheraw.  The  enemy  cannot  hold  Cheraw  against  us,  because 
it  is  on  a branch  road  and  we  can  insulate  it.  Johnston,  if  there,  will 
not  fight  with  a bridge  behind  him.  We  may  have  to  crosii  the  Pedee 
with  a serious  enemy  in  front,  but  we  must  not  allow  the  Confederates 
time  to  fortify  Cheraw.  I know  Hampton  was  in  person  above  Lan- 
caster; also  Wheeler.  I had  an  original  communication  from  Wade 
Hampton  yesterday,  and  he-  is  still  watching  Kilpatrick,  who  is  at 
Lancaster  till  Davis  gets  past.  Push  with  all  energy  straight  on 
Cheraw,  cutting  its  road  below,  and  I will  be  up  on  the  3d  instant. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsements.] 

Please  read  and  return. 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Push  what  available  mounted  men  you  have  to  the  head  of  Ct  rse’s 
column. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tiller's  Bridge^  8.  (7.,  March  J,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Deimrtment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  In  the  event  of  my  being  able  to  cross  General  Woods’ 
division  at  this  bridge,  is  it  the  desire  of  the  general  commanding  to 
have  him  move  to  New  Market  to  fill  up  his  supply  train?  T have 
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directed  him  to  march  to  that  point  unless  he  shall  receive  other 
orders.  General  Corse  has  been  ordered  to  move  to  Black  Creek  on 
the  nniin  Camden  and  Cheraw  road. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Lynchh  Creeh,  S.  C.,  March  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..;  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  began  crossing 
this  afternoon,  and  passed  the  whole  of  General  Corse’s  train  and  one 
brigade  with  headquarters  of  the  First  Division.  The  place  where 
the  iiontoon  was  laid  has  cut  badly,  and  we  are  now  building  a bridge, 
but  will  have  it  completed  to-night,  and  everything  across  to-morrow. 
General  Corse  has  moved  out  and  is  now  on  Black  Creek,  where  he  will 
await  orders.  I shall  move  in  the  morning  with  this  division  to  New 
Market,  as  indicated  in  a previous  note.  My  headquarters  have  crossed 
the  creek. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — From  where  General  Corse  is  in  camp  to  New  Market  it  is 
but  six  miles,  with  good  roads  on  each  side  of  the  creek. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Tillerh  Bridge;  S.  C.,  March  i,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General;  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  one  of  my  brigades  is  now  over  the 
river,  and  that  the  balance  of  my  command  has  been  moved  down  to 
the  crossing  so  as  to  be  convenient  when  the  bridge,  which  I am  now 
building,  may  be  finished.  It  will  not  be  completed  before  12  o’clock. 
I shall  begin  crossing  as  soon  as  it  may  be  ready. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Bre^iet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

LyneFs  Creeh;  N.  0.,  March  1,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General;  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Second  and  Third  Bri- 
gades of  this  command  (General  Oliver  commanding)  moved  forward  to 
Kellytown  at  J p.  m.,  six  miles  and  a half.  The  First  Brigade  crossed 
the  creek  at  0 p.  m.,  the  crossing  having  been  much  interrupted  by  the 
breaking  of  the  bridge.  Lost  2 men  to-day  by  desertion;  captured  Ifi 
prisoners. 

Very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqks.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kelly toiciiy  March  1,  18()5. 

MaJ.  Geu.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  tSecoyid  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  he  will 
make  a reconnaissance  to-morrow  morning  to  New  Market  with  the 
cavalry,  but  will  detain  General  Oliver’s  brigade  at  this  point  till  you 
are  over. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Howard : 

J.  A.  SLADEN, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kellfs  Bridge,  S.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remains  in 
the  same  position  as  reported  on  the  26th  [ultimo],  waiting  for  the  Sec- 
ond Division  (it  being  in  the  advance)  to  build  a bridge  and  cross 
Lynch’s  Creek.  The  pioneer  corps  of  this  command  has  been  assisting 
that  of  the  Second  Division  in  building  the  bridge. 

I am,  major,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Black  Creek,  8.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  division  broke  camp 
at  1.30  p.  m.  (most  of  my  train  having  succeeded  in  crossing  Lynch’s 
Creek  at  this  hour),  and  moving  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheraw 
road,  made  Black  Creek  at  8.30  p.  m.,  where  I placed  my  command  in 
a defensible  position  with  reference  to  my  rear  and  hanks,  the  front 
being  protected  by  the  creek  and  swamp,  and  ordered  the  troops  into 
night  bivouac.  No  enemy  has  been  developed  in  my  front  thus  far. 

I am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COKSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  t Headquarters  Foitrtii  Division, 

Field  Orders,  [ Fifteenth  Ar?,iv  Corps, 

No.  30.  ) In  the  Field,  Lynclds  Creek,  8.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

I.  As  soon  as  the  trains  of  this  division  are  across  the  swamp  the 
troops  will  march.  Brigade  commanders  will  therefore  hold  their  men 
in  camp  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  The  route 
to  be  pursued  will  be  the  main  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  to  the  cross- 
ing of  Black  Creek,  twelve  miles  distant.  The  order  of  march  shall  be 
as  follows:  First,  Second  Brigade  Infantry,  with  two  regiments  in 
advance,  fVillowed  by  the  battery,  one  regiment  to  move  by  the  side  of 
battery  and  trains.  Second,  Third  Brigade  Infantry,  moving  by  the 
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side  of  trains.  Tliird,  tiuiiis  in  rear  of  battery,  in  following  order; 
First,  ten  wagons  ordnance^  second,  aml)ulances;  tliird,  train  of 
advance  brigade;  fourtli,  pioneer  train;  tiftli,  refugee  train;  sixth, 
ordnance  train;  seventh,  supply  train ; eighth,  trains  of  the  two  rear 
brigades,  m the  order  of  their  respective  coininands.  Fourth,  First  Bri- 
gade Infantry,  two  regiments  moving  in  rear  of  trains  and  two  by  the 
side  of  same.  The  entire  column,  trains  especially,  will  keei)  Avell  closed 
up  under  all  circumstances,  and  when  from  unavoidable  accident  or 
obstacle  the  troops  or  trains  are  retarded,  and  intervals  thereby  created, 
the  commanding  officer  or  officer  in  charge  of  same  will  report  the  fact 
to  the  head  of  the  column  at  once,  in  order  that  the  evil  may  be  reme- 
died. Wagons  of  these  headquarters  will  be  permitted  to  enter  the 
column  at  any  point  in  rear  of  battery,  but  not  to  separate  any  sub- 
division of  the  train.  This  order  will  be  final  so  far  as  the  movements 
of  the  trains  are  concerned,  and  followed  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Blach  Creek^  March  1,  1865. 

Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel:  You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  over 
Black  Creek  by  7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  2d  instant.  When  you  shall 
have  crossed  you  will  commence  on  the  opposite  bank  and  corduroy 
every  place  where  there  is  a doubt  exists  as  regards  the  trains  being 
able  to  pass  without  stalling. 

Bv  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse; 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  March  I,  1865. 

Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  8eve7iteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  be  to-morrow  night  at  or  near 
Chesterfield.  I want  the  Right  Wing  to  move  straight  on  Cheraw 
vigorously  and  secure  if  possible  the  bridge  across  Pedee.  You  need 
not  suppose  the  enemy  to  be  there  in  heavy  force.  Big  generals  may 
be  there  but  not  a large  force.  At  all  events  get  across  Thompson’s 
on  to-morrow  and  in  Cheraw  if  possible.  I will  liave  men  across 
tlie  same  stream  about  Chesterfield.  Communicate  with  me  there 
to-morrow  night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraiv,  S.  6’.,  March  f 1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

^ Captain  : All  prisoners  conlirm  the  statement  that  tlie  garrisons  of 
Charleston  and  Wilmington  are  at  Cheraw,  with  Joe  Johnston  in  com- 
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uiand,  and  that  they  were  en  route  for  Charlotte.  Deserters  and  pris- 
oners think  they  will  make  a stand  here.  They  have  a great  deal  ol 
field  artillery.  Day  before  yesterday  there  was  reported  to  be  eighteen 
batteries,  yesterday  twenty-three.  My  command  is  intrenched  in  a 
strong  natural  imsition,  and  I am  safe  against  anything  the  enemy  can 
bring.  Some  of  our  foragers  report  seeing  the  foragers  of  the  Twen 
lieth  Corps  on  this  side  of  Lynch’s  Creek,  and  they  report  the  cori)S 
crossing  at  a bridge  some  distance  above  Blakeny’s. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANK  R.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I have  not  considered  myself  authorized  to  advance  farther 
after  receiving  your  communication  yesterday  afternoon. 

F.  P.  B., 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Kelly town^  March  I,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commandmg  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  general  does  not  wish  you  to  move  forward  until  the 
Fifteenth  Corps  is  within  supporting  distance.  Two  brigades  of 
General  Hazen’s  division  reached  this  point  this  p.  m.,  but  the  bridge 
broke  down  with  the  first  wagon  and  will  delay  the  column  so  that  it 
will  probably  not  get  closed  up  to-night. 

General  Corse  is  probably  at  the  crossing  of  the  Big  Black  Creek 
to-night.  The  crossing  at  Tiller’s  was  so  bad  that  we  came  down  here, 
but  gained  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  55.  ] In  the  Fields  S.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

The  scarcity  of  forage  renders  it  necessary  that  all  worthless  animals 
in  this  command  should  be  at  once  disposed  of. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  an  inspection  to  be  made  of  their 
camps  and  all  foraging  animals  found  that  are  in  excess  of  the  number 
allowed  by  them  to  each  regiment  or  detachment  will  be  taken  to  a 
distance  from  the  camp  and  killed.  If,  however,  any  serviceable  ani- 
mals are  found  in  this  excess  they  will  be  delivered  to  the  division 
quartermaster. 

Division  commanders  are  specially  directed  to  reduce  the  number  of 
forage  animals  in  their  commands  to  as  small  a number  as  possible. 

11.  The  attention  of  division  commanders  is  called  to  existing  orders 
in  relation  to  forage  parties  passing  ahead  of  the  column.  The  great 
number  of  mounted  men  that  are  exploring  fhe  country  in  advance  of 
not  only  the  infantry  but  the  cavalry  renders  any  effort  of  the  latter  to 
obtain  information  concerning  the  enemy’s  movements  perfectly  futile. 

Foragers  are  captured  every  day,  and  every  one  captured  is  a source 
of  information  to  the  enemy.  The  most  stringent  measures  must  be 
taken  to  prevent  foraging  in  front  of  the  columns.  The  operations  of 
foraging  parties  can  be  extended  to  the  llank  as  far  as  the  commanding 
officer  may  see  proper  to  go. 
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Lieut.  Col.  S.  T.  Hughes,  commaudiiig  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry,  will  cause  all  foragers  he  may  find  in  advance  of  the  column 
to  be  dismounted  and  sent  back  in  arrest. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  their  x^ickets  to  be  instructed  to 
permit  no  foragers  to  pass  to  the  front  from  the  camx^. 

***##*# 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  : 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Bridge^  LyncJds  Creehj  S.  0.,  March  I,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  A rmy : 

General:  I have  just  heard  from  General  Davis;  at  11  o’clock  this 
morning  his  advance  had  reached  Hanging  Kock  and  the  corps  was 
coming  along  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

[March  I,  1865] — 8.15 1).  m. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Aidede-Camp: 

One  of  my  staff  officers  has  just  come  from  the  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps.  Morgan’s  division,  with  his  train,  is  in  camp  on  Little  Lynch’s 
Creek,  where  General  Ward  encamped  last  night.  The  other  two 
divisions  are  near  that  point.  I think  we  can  xmsh  the  Twentieth 
Corps  fifteen  miles  to-morrow.  Davis  will  very  soon  be  up  with  us. 
He  will  take  a road  to  the  left  after  reaching  this  point.  If  he  is  short 
of  forage  he  will  go  to  McManus’  Bridge  from  Horton’s  Tavern. 

Very  resiiectfullv, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Horton’s  Tavern,  March  I,  1865—6  a.  m. 

Major-General  Davis  : 

General:  The  Twentieth  Army  Corps  encamped  at  this  point  last 
night.  A force  was  sent  forward  to  Ferily’s  Ford.  A good  bridge 
was  found  at  that  point  which  we  now  hold.  This  corps  will  cross 
Lynch’s  Creek  to-day  and  move  over  to  Thompson’s  or  Johnson’s  on 
Pocky  Creek.  McManus’  Bridge  is  in  good  order,  and  when  you  reach 
tliis  point  you  move  to  that  bridge  via  Hickory  Head.  This  will  bring 
you  on  the  road  it  was  intended  you  should  take.  I hope  you  will  press 
forward  as  rapidly  as  x>ossible,  as  General  Sherman  is  extremely 
anxious  on  the  subject  and  has  good  reasons  for  his  anxiety.  Press 
your  command  as  hard  as  you  dare  to.  Howard  is  at  Clieraw. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 

I wish  you  to  report  to  me  at  least  once  a day,  and  if  possible 
oftener. 
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Miller’s  or  Ferily’s  Bridge, 

March  1,  1865^12  m . 

General  J.  C.  Day^is, 

Co^nmanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  First  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  is  now  in 
camp  at  Johnson’s,  on  the  main  road  to  Chesterfield.  The  road  from 
Horton’s  Tavern  to  that  point  is  excellent  and  the  bridge  at  this  point 
new  and  in  good  order.  If  you  have  sufticient  forage  on  hand  I think 
it  would  be  well  to  send  your  trains  direct  to  this  point,  after  which 
they  can  move  to  the  left  of  the  road  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps.  I wish  to  hear  from  you  to-night  so  that  I may  regulate  the 
movements  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  somewhat  by  yours.  I have 
heard  nothing  from  you  since  I left  you  yesterday  morning. 

Yours,  respectfully. 


H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Russell  Place.,  Five  Miles  of  Hanging  Boch,  March  1,  1865. 
[Major-General  Slocum,  Commanding:] 

General:  We  are  at  last  on  the  road  and  fairly  off  again.  The 
roads  improve  by  and  above  the  river,  but  are  bad  still.  We  are  push- 
ing, and  will  continue  to  do  so.  The  pontoon  bridge  could  not  be  got- 
ten out  until  last  night.  The  enemy  attacked  and  skirmished  quite 
sharply  the  rear  guard  while  taking  up  the  bridge.  I shall  report 
to-night  again.  My  advance  is  six  miles  beyond  this. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hayiging  Rock,  S.  0.,  March  1,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum,  Commanding : 

General:  Morgan  is  at  Horton’s j Baird  and  Carlin  here.  The  road 
over  the  hill  at  this  place  is  very  bad.  If  the  bridge  at  McManus’  is 
standing  I think  Morgan  can  reach  Blakeny’s  to-morrow  night.  The 
other  divisions  will  not  be  far  behind.  My  orders  are  to  march  at  day- 
light and  go  into  camp  at  dark.  I sent  a communication  to  you  this 
morning  by  return  messenger.  Ludlow  left  me  about  1 p.  m.,  and  must 
have  reported  to  you  by  this  time.  Make  your  calculations  upon  eveiy- 
thing  being  done  that  men  and  animals  can  accomplish  in  catching  up 
with  you.  I will  dispatch  you  in  the  morning  again. 

Yours,  verv  resjievtfnlly, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fot^rteentii  Army^  Corps, 

Glghurn's  Btorc,  S.  C.,  March  f,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Anng  Corpus: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  Ko.  18,  corps 
headquarters,  1 have  llie  honor  to  report  my  division  in  camp  at  this 
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poiut,  making  a marcli  of  full  twenty  miles;  m3"  train  will  be  somewhat 
late  getting  into  park,  owing  to  a breakdown  of  one  of  the  wagons 
of  the  reserve  artilleiy.  Koads  heavy.  The  rear  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps  left  this  place  at  12  m.  to-day,  and  are  reported  in  camp  to-night 
eleven  miles  in  my  front.  General  Sherman’s  headquarters  Avere  here 
yesterda3".  He  left  this  morning.  General  Kilpatrick’s  headquarters 
were  at  the  Gold  -Mines  last  night.  I Avill  push  on  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, taking  the  road  as  directed  in  your  dispatch  of  this  p.  in.  No  for- 
age for  animals,  and  the  same  may  be  said  for  the  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOKGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

LyncWs  Creeh,  S.  (7.,  March  7,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Chesterfield  in  the  same 
order  as  in  the  march  of  to-day.  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  will 
each  start  at  6.30  a.  m.  General  Geary  will  start  in  season  to  close  up 
to  the  rear  of  the  Third  Division  train.  General  Jackson  will  march 
two  brigades  in  advance,  leaving  one  Avith  his  trains.  General  Geary 
will  detail  one  brigade  as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will 
march  with  the  rear  guard.  The  balance  of  the  artillery  will  leave 
their  present  camp  in  time  to  take  their  positions  in  the  column,  Avhich 
will  be  the  same  as  to-day.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Field  Orders,  [ In  the  Fields  S.  C., 

No.  29.  ) March  7,  1865. 

I.  The  command  will  move  to  Blakeny’s  Cross-Roads,  six  miles  from 
and  east  of  Robinson’s  Ford,  to-morrow. 

II.  Colonel  Spencer,  Avith  Third  Brigade  and  dismounted  men,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel W" ay  commanding,  will  move  direct  from  his  camp  to 
the  point  indicated  at  7 o’clock,  obstructing  ford.  After  crossing 
L3’nch’s  Creek  he  will  encamp  north  of  and  east  of  Blakeny’s. 

III.  Colonel  Jordan,  Avith  First  Brigade,  Avill  move  at  6 a.  m.  via 
Robinson’s  Ford  to  Blakeny’s. 

I V.  General  Atkins,  Avith  Second  Brigade,  will  move  at  6 a.  m.,  follow- 
ing Colonel  Jordau,  and  obstructing  Robinson’s  Ford  after  crossing. 

V.  Brigade  commanders  Avill  see  that  the  command  moves  steadily 
forAvard  A\dthout  halting,  in  order  that  they  may  have  no  delay. 

Bv  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick: 

L.  G.  ESTES, 

Major  and  A.ssi.stant  Adjutant -General. 


Wilmington,  March  /,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

I captured  this  place  on  the  22d.  Hoke,  Avith  about  6,000  men,  Avent 
north;  Hardee  Avas  on  llie  Ava3"  from  Charleston,  but  turned  toward 
FayetteAulle  on  learning  of  tlie  fall  of  Wilmington.  1 have  been  unable 
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to  move  yet,  for  waut  of  transportation,  but  hope  to  start  for  Golds- 
borough  by  the  5th  or  6th  of  this  month.  The  force  at  New  Berne  has 
not  been  as  prompt  as  expected,  but  I have  sent  Cox  there  with  another 
division  and  ordered  him  to  push  out  at  once.  I think  we  can  get 
Goldsborough  by  the  15th  of  March,  and  have  the  railroad  completed  at 
least  as  far  as  Kinston.  It  will  take  some  time  longer  to  open  the  road 
from  this  place.  We  have  not  even  rolling-stock  to  commence  work 
with.  If  you  come  to  Fayetteville  I can  send  you  a moderate  supply 
of  commissary  stores  in  boats.  I hope  to  hear  from  you  directly  in  a 
few  days. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  I,  1865. 

(Beceived  9.30  p.  in.  5th.) 

William  H.  Whiton, 

TJ.  S.  Military  Railroads : 

Order  every  car  belonging  to  U.  S.  military  railroads  now  on  foreign 
roads  returned  to  Alexandria  immediately.  Direct  that  the  Potomac 
railroad  be  operated  separately  1‘rom  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  reshipping 
freight  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  Send  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  nar- 
row-gauge stock  as  follows:  Two  engines,  15  flat  and  15  boxcars  to 
Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  of  the  same  gauge  2 engines,  25  flat  and  25  box 
cars  to  Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  or,  if  possible  to  secure  vessels  of  proper 
draft,  to  New  Berne,  to  which  place  there  is  eight  and  a half  feet  of 
w ater  over  the  bar.  Do  not  fail  to  have  these  shipments  made  at  once; 
the  case  is  desperate.  Make  requisitions  upon  Quartermaster-General 
for  fifty  box-cars  (narrow-gauge),  and  have  Colonel  Robinson  see  that 
they  are  manufactured  as  early  as  possible.  On  receipt  of  this  tele- 
graph me  at  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 


D.  C.  McCALLUM, 

Brigadier- General  and  Super  intend  ent  U.  S.  Military  Railroads. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[■  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  18.  3 Wilmington,  A.  0.,  March  1,  1865, 

*#****-* 

IV.  Brigadier-General  Hawley  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  District  of  Wilmington,  which  w ill  embrace  all  the  territory  under 
military  control  in  rear  of  the  army  operating  from  Cape  Fear  River  as 
a base.  General  Hawley  will  be  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the 
depot  at  Wilmington,  Cape  Fear  Harbor,  and  the  line  of  railroad  in 
rear  of  the  army.  He  will  also  perform  the  duties  of  iirovost-marshal- 
general  for  the  district  under  his  command. 

V.  The  brigade  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  now  commanded  by 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Abbott  is  assigned  to  Brigadier-General  Hawley’s 
command,  and  w ill  at  once  relieve  all  other  troops  now  doing  garrison 
and  fatigue  duty  at  Wilmington.  The  troops  at  Smithville,  Fort  Fisher, 
and  Fort  Caswell  w ill  be  relieved  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  troops 
relieved  will  Join  their  ])roper  commands  without  delay. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

i Department  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  46.  3 March  i,  1865, 

#*##*** 

V.  It  being’  found  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  roads, 
to  subsist  all  the  troops  of  this  command  at  their  present  position, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames  will  move  the  two  brigades  of  his  division  now 
with  him  to  a position  just  north  of  Smith’s  Creek. 

***#*## 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEERY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  Second  Div., 

S Twenty- FOURTH  Army'  Corps, 

No.  3.  3 Northeast  Ferry,  Alarch  1,  1865, 

I.  This  brigade  will  be  ready  to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, March  2,  in  heavy  marching  order.  All  baggage  of  the  brigade 
will  be  taken  if  wagons  can  be  procured  in  the  morning.  If  not,  a suffi- 
cient guard  will  be  left  until  transportation  can  be  procured. 

##****# 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott: 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  1.  i New  Berne,  N,  C.,  March  1,  1865, 

1.  The  undersigned  having  been  assigned  to  command  of  the  District 
of  Beaufort,  including  all  the  posts  and  U.  S.  forces  in  the  Department 
of  North  Carolina  north  of  and  including  Fort  Macon,  by  Special 
Orders,  No.  14,  from  headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
hereby  assumes  command. 

2.  The  following  officers  of  the  staff  are  announced:  Maj.  Theodore 
Cox,  assistant  adjutant- general;  Maj.  Tris.  T.  Dow,  One  hundred  and 
twelfth  Illinois  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  inspector- general;  Capt. 
Hobart  Ford,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp; 
Capt.  Edward  E.  Tracy,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  aide- 
de-camp. 

3.  Headquarters  of  the  district  will  be  in  the  field. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  U,  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  2.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  1,  1865, 

1.  The  troops  within  this  district,  exclusive  of  post  garrisons  and  the 
First  Division  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  will  be  temiiorarily  organized 
into  two  divisions  as  follows:  First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  1.  N.  Palmer 
commanding,  will  consist  of  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry;  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry;  Ninth 
New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry;  Twenty-third  Massachu.setts  Volunteer 
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Infantry;  Second  Massacliusetts  Heavy  Artillery;  Batteries  C and  i), 
of  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery;  also  First  and  Third  Brigades  of 
the  Provisional  Division,  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Meagher.  Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter  commanding,  will 
consist  of  Fifteenth  Connecticut  V olunteer  Infantry ; Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteer  Infantry;  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Infantry;  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry;  Bat- 
teries A,  I,  and  G,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery;  also  Second  Pro- 
visional Brigade  and  the  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry 
from  the  Provisional  Division  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Meagher. 

II.  The  commandants  of  divisions  will  at  once  organize  their  com- 
mands into  three  brigades  each  for  field  service,  and  report  the  organ- 
ization by  division  general  orders. 

III.  The  garrisons  of  all  the  permanent  posts  of  the  district  will  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  and  will 
forward  reports  as  heretofore  to  the  office  of  the  adjutant-general  of 
that  division  at  New  Berne. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ( Hdqrs.  District  oe  Beaufort, 

No.  3.  j New  Berne j N.  (7.,  March  I,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  district  organized  for  field  service  will  move 
to-morrow  for  Core  Creek  crossing.  General  Buger’s  and  General 
Palmer’s  divisions  will  take  position  near  the  railroad  crossing  of  Core 
Creek,  and  General  Carter’s  division  at  the  DoA-er  road  crossing  of  the 
same  stream.  The  cavalry  of  the  command  will  cover  the  front  and 
left,  reconnoitering  carefully  in  the  direction  of  Kinston  and  {Sandy 
Foundation.  Pailroad  transportation  will  be  provided  by  the  quarter- 
master’s department  to  as  great  extent  as  possible,  but  such  portions 
of  the  command  as  cannot  be  moved  by  rail  to-morrow  will  march. 

II.  The  baggage  of  the  command  will  be  reduced  to  the  lightest 
standard  for  active  field  service  and  will  be  based  upon  the  following 
allowance  of  wagons,  viz:  To  ench  400  enlisted  men  one  wagon,  to  each 
brigade  headquarters  one  wagon,  and  to  each  division  headquarters 
two  wagons.  At  present  these  wagons  cannot  be  permanently  assigned, 
but  upon  going  into  camp  all  wagons  must  be  used  for  transportation 
of  supplies  from  the  railroad  terminus. 

III.  Division  commanders  will  cause  their  troops  to  be  supplied  with 
rations  in  haversacks  up  to  the  5th  instant,  inclusive,  and  with  thirty 
rounds  extra  ammunition  in  knapsacks,  besides  having  cartridge-boxes 
full.  They  will  also  cause  shelter- tents  to  be  drawn  by  all  enlisted  men 
not  already  supplied. 

IV.  During  active  operations  at  the  front  post  and  garrison  com- 
manders are  especially  charged  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  to  be 
ill  the  most  constant  state  of  preparation  for  any  emergency.  They 
will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  any  surprise,  and  are  warned  that 
an  enterprising  enemy  Avill  naturally  seek  to  make  incursions  upon  the 
smaller  posts  in  rear  when  a long  period  of  safety  has  tempted  the 
garrisons  to  omit  ])roper  ])recautions  and  watchfulness. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX. 

Major  and  Afoihtant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters, 

Wew  Berne,  March  i,  1865, 

Ool.  P.  J.  Claassen, 

132cl  New  York  Volunteers,  BatcheldeVs  Creek,  N.  C. : 

Colonel:  The  cominauding  general  telegraphed  to  you  this  p.  in.  to 
come  down  here  in  the  morning,  but  now  he  wishes  you  to  at  once  move 
your  command  to  the  front  and  occupy  the  crossing  of  the  railroad  at 
Core  Creek,  leaving  behind  in  your  present  camp  only  sufficient  guard 
to  take  care  of  it.  Of  course  this  will  not  be  interpreted  to  interfere 
with  your  present  line  of  outposts,  Eed  House,  Beech  Grove,  &c.,  only 
so  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  perfect  your  communications  from  your 
own  new  position  and  headquarters.  You  may  expect  to  take  the  field 
in  a few  days  with  your  command  and  some  other  troops,  giving  you  a 
brigade;  so  be  prepared.  Send  me  at  once  a list  of  the  number  of  arms 
(muskets)  you  want  to  complete  the  armament  of  the  Western  men 
lately  attached  to  you,  when  the  ordnance  officer  will  be  directed  to 
issue  you  good  ones.  The  old  ones  can  then  be  turned  in  as  surplus. 
Get  everything  well  in  hand,  looking  to  equipage  and  ammunition 
particularly.  These  are  the  generaPs  directions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

• Netc  Berne,  March  1,  1865 — 11.45  p.  m. 

Col.  P.  J.  Claassen, 

Comynanding  Outposts,  BatcheldeVs  Creek: 

Colonel  : Your  dispatch  received.  The  general  does  not  wish  to 
designate  any  particular  hour  for  your  move  to  Core  Creek  crossing. 
He  simply  wishes  it  done  to-morrow  as  promptly  as  is  consistent  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  service.  As  you  are  on  the  ground,  it 
would  seem  that  you  were  the  best  judge  of  the  time  to  move  so  as  to 
arrive  at  the  crossing  in  time  to  get  into  camp  and  post  your  pickets, 
&c.  You  are  expected  to  take  the  greater  part  of  your  command  with 
you.  You  will,  of  course,  leave  behind  a sufficient  number  of  men  for 
the  proper  reliefs,  although  this  move  will  of  course  make  a different 
arrangement  of  the  picket-line,  and  require  probably  less  men  to  your 
right  and  left,  in  rear.  This,  however,  is  left  to  your  best  judgment. 
Kespectfully, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutayit- Qeyieral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  8taff,  Armies  of  the  TJyiited  States,  Washingtoyi,  D.  C.: 

General:  I had  the  honor  of  recommending  in  my  letter  of  the  17th 
of  February  that  the  regiments  and  batteries  now  serving  in  this  depart- 
ment, numbering  between  20,000  and  21,000  men  within  the  command, 
should  be  constituted  into  an  army  corps.  In  consequence  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  my  force  to  take  place  immediately,  in  compliance  with  Lieuten- 
ant-General Grant’s  instructions,  communicated  in  your  letter  of  Feb- 
ruary 19,  I would  suggest  that  no  action  be  taken  at  the  present  time 
upon  my  application.  When  I shall  have  replaced  the  troops  sent 
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north,  by  recruiting  colored  regiments  or  otherwise,  I will  then  take 
the  liberty  of  resuming  my  request  for  the  organization  of  the  troops 
serving  in  this  department  into  an  army  corps,  in  order  that  my  com- 
mand may  have  the  benefits  of  the  same  and  that  a corps  staff  may  be 
organized  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Webster, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississippi,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  28th  of  February  in  reply  to  my  dispatch  of  the  27th  of 
February.  In  reply,  I have  to  state  that  I now  hold  Georgetown,  and 
have  *ordered  a garrison  of  from  600  to  800  men,  also  a dispatch  boat, 
to  be  sent  at  once.  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from 
the  navy : 

Papers  ofthe25tb;  Wilmington  is  ours;  captured  morning  of  22d;  700  prisoners 
and  30  guns  captured.  Rebels  detroyed  1,000  bales  of  cotton  and  15,000  barrels  of 
rosin  before  leaving  tbe  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  1,  1865, 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Saxton, 

Superintendent  of  Recruiting,  Department  of  the  South : 

General:  Great  caution  should  be  exercised  in  giving  counte- 
nance to  State  recruiting  agents.  They  should  not  be  allowed  to  get 
credit  for  any  recruits  except  such  as  are  enlisted  by  their  efforts  and 
the  additional  bounty  which  they  offer.  Every  man  whom  they  get 
credited  to  their  respective  State  quotas  that  would  have  enlisted  with- 
out the  interference  of  these  agents,  under  the  inducements  which  we 
ourselves  can  offer,  reduces  by  just  that  much  the  force  which  will  be 
brought  into  the  field  under  the  last  call  of  the  President.  Such 
instructions  should  therefore  be  given  to  recruiting  officers,  and  to  the 
mustering  and  disbursing  officer,  as  will  effectually  secure  the  Govern- 
ment against  imposition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 

(Same  to  General  Littlefield.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  1,  1865, 

Maj.  C.  W.  Thomas, 

Chief  Quartermaster , Department  of  the  South  : 

Major  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  notify  you  that 
Colonel  Hallowell’s  brigade,  1,800  strong,  has  been  ordered  from  Charles- 
ton to  Savannah  j also  that  two  brigades  of  General  Grover’s  command 
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have  been  ordered  to  Cape  Fear  Fiver.  The  last-named  detachment 
will  be  nearly  3,000  strong.  The  Delaware  will  not  go  to  Charleston 
to-night.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  HODGES, 

Gapt.^  Thirty-fifth  U.  8.  Colored  Troops^  Acty.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston.)  8.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  8onth  : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  with  this  a copy  of  a tele- 
gram* received  last  night  from  General  Potter.  1 have  directed  him 
to  fall  back  from  the  Santee  and  scour  the  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  Cooper  Fiver,  destroying  the  rice  mills  and  such  stocks  of  rice  as 
can  not  be  got  to  market.  He  will  cause  the  cotton  to  be  transported 
to  the  banks  of  the  Cooper  and  Wando  Fivers,  where  it  can  be  reached 
by  water  transportation,  and  will  collect  all  the  horses  and  mules  he 
can  find  for  the  use  of  the  army.  I shall  send  a force  to  Summerville 
to-morrow.  The  negroes  are  pillaging  the  country  lately  vacated  by 
the  rebel  troops.  I will  endeavor  to  get  them  into  our  lines,  as  I see 
no  other  way  of  preventing  it.  The  men  will  do  for  the  armyj  the 
women  General  Saxton  must  try  and  employ. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigad ier- General)  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head)  8.  C.,  March  f , 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  Dist.^  Dept,  of  the  8outh)  Charleston,  8.  C.: 

General:  I hear  from  all  sides  very  discouraging  accounts  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Charleston ; that  no  restraint  is  put  upon  the  soldiers; 
that  they  pilfer  and  rob  houses  at  pleasure;  that  large  quantities  of 
valuable  furniture,  pictures,  statuary,  mirrors,  &c.,  have  mysteriously 
disappeared — no  one  knows  whither  or  by  what  agency;  and  that  mat- 
ters generally  are  at  sixes  and  sevens. 

1 deem  it  proper  to  mention  these  things  to  you,  as  they  are  fully 
reported  by  persons  coming  here  from  Charleston.  If  the  reports  be 
true,  even  partially,  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  be  adopted 
by  way  of  remedy.  Any  officer  or  soldier  detected  in  any  act  of  pillage 
or  appropriation  of  property  for  private  use  or  gain  should  be  made  an 
exam])le  of. 

Mr.  Pillvsbury,  Treasury  agent,  bears  a letter  to  you  in  reference  to 
ca])tured  or  abandoned  proi)erty,  which  I desire  to  have  carried  out  in 
both  letter  and  si)irit.  He  should  at  once  be  put  in  possession  of  all 
captured  or  abandoned  property  (movable)  not  absolutely  required  for 
military  purposes. 

1 desire  to  be  furnished  at  your  earliest  convenience  with  a list  of  the 
families  in  Charleston  having  husbands,  fathers,  or  brothers  in  the 
rebel  army. 

’‘See  J’ottor  to  Scliiinmolfeiinig,  February  28,  8 a,  iii.,  ]).  (>17. 
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I wisli  measures  to  be  taken  to  open  the  inland  passage  between 
Charleston  and  this  place,  in  rear  of  James’  and  John’s  Islands. 

Please  order  Captain  Gilmore,  chief  telegraph  operator  of  the  depart- 
ment, to  return  to  these  headquarters  by  the  first  0])portunity. 

I wish  measures  taken  at  once  to  protect  the  Government  against 
State  recruiting  agents.  I have  addressed  a letter  to  General  Saxton,* 
a copy  of  which  has  also  been  sent  to  the  senior  officer  on  recruiting 
service  in  Charleston,  which,  T hope,  will  so  far  jdace  those  officers  on 
the  alert  that  no  impositions  can  be  practiced  by  said  agents  should 
they  be  so  disposed.  Should  you  find  thein  troublesome  you  will  at 
once  send  them  here,  regardless  of  any  permit  they  may  have. 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 


Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  37.  ) Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

# * # * * * # 

IX.  Capt.  Adolphus  von  Luttwitz  will  cause  to  be  prepared  a report, 
accompanied  with  a chart,  of  the  condition  of  the  defenses  of  the  har- 
bor of  Charleston  at  the  date  of  its  evacuation  bj^  the  enemy.  He  will 
include  in  the  report  the  state  of  the  harbor  itself,  width  of  channel, 
nature  and  position  of  obstructions,  and  any  reliable  information  he 
may  obtain  of  the  manner  of  defenses  determined  upon  by  the  enemy 
in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  our  land  or  naval  forces,  either  singly  or 
combined. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lietit.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Post  of  Charleston, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Fifty-fifth  Regt.  Massachusetts  Yols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. : 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  ask  attention  of  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  to  the  following  statement:  Quantities  of  cotton 
are  secreted  in  various  parts  of  the  city.  A city  ordinance  forbids 
cotton  being  stored  within  the  city  limits,  except  in  brick  houses  west 
of  East  Bay  street.  The  reason  for  this  law  was  that  the  prevailing 
spring  winds  in  this  locality  are  from  the  west,  which  would  render 
the  storage  of  cotton  on  the  west  of  East  Bay  street  dangerous  in  case 
of  fire.  The  store-houses  upon  the  wharves  in  the  Cooper  River  will 
contain  150,000  bales.  To  guard  against  fire,  to  get  the  cotton  into 
one  neighborhood,  and  to  facilitate  its  ready  shiiiment  after  it  shall 
have  been  turned  over  by  the  quartermaster’s  department  to  the 
Treasury  agent,  it  is  desirable  that  all  cotton  shall,  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  discovered  and  transportation  procured,  be  ])laced  in  the  store- 
houses adjacent  to  the  wharves  on  Cooper  River.  Since  the  amount 
may  be  large  and  some  cotton  may  be  discovered  outside  the  limits  of 
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my  post,  1 would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  district  quartermaster 
or  some  other  discreet  officer  be  charged  with  its  collection,  custody, 
and  transfer  to  the  proper  agent  of  the  Treasury. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 

Lieut.  Col.  137th  Neiu  YorJc  Vols.  and  Post  Commander. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Read.,  tS.  C.,  3Iarch  i,  1805. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  Grover, 

Commanding  District  of  iSavatmah,  Department  of  the  South: 
General:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
state  that  he  has  directed  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch,  commanding 
Northern  District,  Department  of  the  South,  to  send  you  without  delay 
Colonel  Hallo  well’s  brigade,  to  replace  two  brigades  of  your  command 
ordered  north. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  i,  1805—4  p.  m. 

(Received  5 p.  m.) 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Hast,  New  York: 

I respectfully  decline  General  Sandford’s  offer  to  furnish  a regiment 
for  garrisoning  Charleston.  We  want  no  three-months’  men,  nor  again 
do  we  want  any  troops  except  for  such  service  as  they  may  be  called 
on  to  iierform. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 


Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  2,  1805. 

(Received  4.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  items  are  taken  trom  to-day’s  liichmond  papers: 


Fayetteville,  March  1. — No  Yaakees  have  advanced  in  this  direction  from  Wilming- 
ton. Other  intelligence  which  could  be  communicated  is  contraband,  but  of  an 
encouraging  character.  The  Confederate  steamer  Chickamauga  was  destroyed  by 
the  crew  to  jirevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  at  Gray’s  Point,  in 
Caj)e  Fear  River,  Saturday.  She  is  a total  wreck.  We  omit  the  hrst  part  of  the  tele- 
gram relative  to  Sherman’s  movements,  in  deference  to  a request  sent  to  the  various 
journals  in  Richmond  about  ten  days  since. 

******* 


The  fall  of  Wilminyton. — We  learn  from  Northern  papers  that  the  enemy  occupied 
Wilmington  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  ultimo.  As  the  last  train  left,  our  Whit- 
worth battery,  planted  at  the  head  of  Front  and  Market  streets,  was  bring  upon 
the  enemy  who  had  appeared  upon  the  causeway  on  the  western  side  of  the  Cape 
Fear  River.  Their  main  advance  was  then  checked  at  Alligator  Creek.  Some  few 
skirmishers  pushed  forward,  but  were  driven  off.  Our  troojis  retreated  across  the 
Northeast  Branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  what  is  known  as  Big  Bridge  Ferry,  or 
McRee’s  Ferry.  It  is  said  that  our  forces  attempted  to  burn  the  railroad  liridge  at 
Northeast,  nine  miles  from  Wilmington,  but  were  only  partially  successful. 
Later  accounts  say  that  our  forces  had  checked  the  forward  movement  of  the  enemy 
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there.  If  so,  it  is  probable  that  Schofield  will  next  try  the  Fayetteville  route,  or 
attempt  to  effect  a junction  with  Sherman.  Since  Sherman  has  already  been 
reported  as  moving  toward  Cheraw,  there  is  no  impropriety  in  indicating  an  opin- 
ion that  this  may  be  a movement  by  the  flank  to  cross  the  Catawba  River  below  the 
railroad,  and  thence  move  on  Charlotte  along  the  eastern  bank;  or,  it  may  mean  a 
change  of  front  with  the  intention  to  reach  Fayetteville  and  be  in  co-operation  with 
Schofield. 

The  enemy  reported  at  Staunton. — We  stated  on  yesterday  that  the  enemy  in  heavy 
force,  believed  to  be  mostly  cavalry,  were  advancing  up  the  Valley  toward  Staunton. 
As  yet  we  have  no  official  information  on  the  subject  of  their  advance. 

From  the  South. — We  hear  nothing  from  Sherman,  Schofield,  or  Schimmelfennig. 
It  is  believed  that  bottomless  and  impassable  mud  surrounds  them  all.  The  roads 
are  still  too  bad  for  serious  movements  of  troops.  It  is  stated  that  our  forces  under 
General  Bragg  have  succeeded  in  checking  the  forward  movement  from  Wilmington, 
under  Schofield,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  road,  and  that  the  latter  had 
advanced  no  farther  than  Northeast  River,  ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  city.  It  is 
thought  that  Schofield  will  try  to  effect  a junction  with  Sherman,  via  Fayetteville 
Iicrhaps,  An  immense  war  meeting  was  held  in  Mobile  on  the  13th  of  February,  at 
which  patriotic  speeches  were  delivered  and  appropriate  resolutions  passed.  It  is 
reported  that  General  Hood  will  be  assigned  to  an  important  command  in  Texas. 
Colonel  Hatch,  the  Confederate  agent  of  exchange,  had  communication  with  the 
Yankee  authorities  at  Wilmington  on  Friday  last,  and  we  are  glad  to  learn  an  agree- 
ment was  made  for  delivery  of  all  the  Yankee  prisoners  in  our  hands  in  this 
State  at  that  point  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  Some  3,000  or  4,000  were 
paroled  in  Goldsborough  on  Saturday,  and  were  to  be  sent  yesterday  morning  to  the 
enemy’s  lines.  Seven  hundred  or  800  passed  this  place  from  Salisbury  on  Sunday 
morning  for  the  same  point,  and  we  learn  that  all  that  are  here  are  to  be  sent  through 
as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished.  Several  hundred  were  sent  off  yesterday, 
* * * * # * * 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Blade  Creek.,  March  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Geu.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  Your  dispatcli  of  March  1 just  received.  I did  not  get 
it  iu  season  to  order  General  Blair  forward  to-day.  I had  ordered 
General  Blair  to  wait  until  the  Fifteenth  Corps  was  iu  supporting  dis- 
tance, and  hoping  that  you  would  get  on  the  road  leading  from  Cheraw 
northward. 

The  division  of  cavalry  (Butler’s)  in  Darlington  was  withdrawn  to 
Cheraw  two  days  ago.  The  brigade  commander,  Brigadier-General  (or 
Colonel)  Aiken  was  killed  in  Duncan’s  night  skirmish  near  Mount  Elon, 
and  also  a colonel  is  reported  killed.  From  the  tenor  of  your  dispatch 
I thought  you  supposed  me  purposely  delaying.'  I have  not  done  so. 

After  Hazen  had  bridged  the  Lynch  his  bridge  swayed  over  and  fell 
as  soon  as  the  first  wagon  commenced  crossing,  and  after  he  had  got- 
ten ready  again  to  cross,  the  old  bridge  was  carried  a few  feet  down- 
stream and  had  to  be  suf^ported.  Working  hard  all  the  time  Generals 
Corse  and  Woods  only  succeeded  in  effecting  a crossing  yesterday 
evening. 

The  water  was  three  and  four  feet  deep  over  the  roadwa}^,  and  about 
a mile  of  road  was  covered.  After  the  first  few  wagons  passed  any 
point  the  bottom  gave  out  and  black  mud  appeared.  Everybody 
worked  day  and  night,  and  often  in  the  water  waist  deep.  You  may  ask 
why  I did  not  go  up  higher.  Because  the  Little  Lynch  became  almost 
equally  difficult,  and  I was  obliged  to  get  supjfiies.  We  have  secured 
them  iu  the  vicinity  of  Kellytown  in  some  (piantity.  General  Corse 
is  now  repairing  the  road  across  the  Big  Black,  witli  part  of  his  force 
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on  the  otlier  side.  He  will  encamp  to-ni^lit  where  the  New  Market 
road  comes  in;  General  Woods  between  New  Market  and  that  point; 
General  Hazen,  and  probably  General  Smith,  at  Kellytown.  Every- 
thing- will  push  on  to  Oheraw  to-morrovf.  As  soon  as  possible  I will 
break  the  railroad  with  mounted  infantry.  The  enemy  has  not  destroyed 
the  bridges  across  these  creeks,  but  the  approaches  are  awful.  I have 
liositive  information  that  Wilmington  is  in  our  hands,  and  that  a bri- 
gade under  flagood  was  captured  entire  near  Town  Greek,  only  about 
twenty-five  men  escaping.  Deserters  from  that  brigade  are  now  at  my 
headquarters.  I have  forwarded  the  dispatch  you  desired  to  Charles- 
ton, and  think  it  will  get  through  safe.  From  information  received  I 
did  not  think  it  best  to  attempt  the  Florence  road  again.  Could  I 
have  gotten  my  command  over  Lynch’s  Creek  promptly  nothing  would 
have  suited  me  better  than  to  have  gone  for  Hardee  with  all  my  might. 
My  headquarters  to-morrow  night  will  be  as  near  Cheraw  as  I can  get. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

JSfew  j\IarJi'etj  March  2^  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Dear  General:  We  have  just  reached  New  Market.  General 
Logan’s  advance  has  not  yet  arrived,  nor  can  I hear  of  it.  I have  sent 
one  company  of  Seventh  Illinois  back  on  the  road  toward  Tiller’s 
Bridge  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  with  orders  to  come 
forward  rapidly  and  report  to  me  as  soon  as  it  strikes  the  inhintry.  It 
is  fifteen  miles  to  Tiller’s  Bridge,  twenty  miles  to  Society  Hill,  and  five 
to  Kellytown.  The  crossing  at  Big  Black  Creek  is  quite  bad,  at  least 
150  yards  of  deep  water  on  south  side,  not  deep  enough,  however,  to 
carry  a horse  off  his  feet,  and  the  bottom  appears  to  be  hard.  I think 
the  trains  can  be  gotten  over  without  much  difficulty.  The  approach 
to  the  bridge  on  the  north  side  is  excellent,  ground  high  and  linn. 
Tlie  road  from  Kellytown  to  this  place  is  very  fair;  several  small  spots 
will  have  to  be  corduroyed.  Kelly’s  Mill  is  in  good  repair.  Two  run 
of  stone.  No  other  mills  within  six  miles  of  New  Market.  A small 
scouting  party  that  I sent  out  before  we  reached  New  Market  has  just 
ircturned.  Saw  some  foragers  from  First  and  Fourth  Divisions  three 
miles  back  on  the  road.  Foragers  said  their  advance  left  the  Lynch 
tins  morning.  I will  let  yon  know  just  as  soon  as  can  learn  the  where- 
abouts of  Woods’  division. 

One  mile  and  a half  from  Kelly’s  Mill  the  road  forks;  take  the 
right-hand  road.  Have  seen  no  enemy  this  morning.  The  rebel  cav- 
alry left  this  place  Monday  night. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

New  Marlcet,  iS.  0.,  March  1865 — 10.50  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Dear  Generat. : Have  just  heard  from  General  Woods’  division. 
It  is  back  about  live  miles  coming  up.  Will  be  hen*,  by  RJ  m.  General 
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Logan  is  about  four  miles  from  New  Market.  The  Fourth  Division  is 
at  the  crossing,  eiglit  miles  above  Kocky  Ford. 

I think  Woods’  division  will  be  here  before  you  can  possibly  get 
over. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  E.  STEONCx, 

Lieute7iant- Colonel. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Black  Creek.  March  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Coynmandmg  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  contained  in  General  Sherman’s  letter,  you 
move  Generals  Woods’  and  Corse’s  divisions  as  rapidly  as  possible 
toward  Cheraw,  attaining  that  point  to-morrow  if  possible.  The  other 
two  divisions  will  follow  rapidly  as  soon  as  they  are  closed  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

A ssistan  t A djutant-  Gen  era  1. 


Big  Black,  S.  C.,  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Coynmandmg  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  On  crossing  here  I found  the  train  stopped  and  Corse  at 
work  bridging.  The  most  of  the  train,  however,  is  across,  and  the 
balance,  I think,  will  get  over  before  dark,  though  the  bridge  is  not  yet 
done.  I concluded  to  stay  here  to-night.  Corse  leaves  me  a guard, 
but  pushes  everything  on  to  the  point  indicated.  I wish  as  soon  as 
possible  to  combine  the  Ninth  Illinois  with  all  the  mounted  men  we 
have  besides,  and  send  them  down  the  Chesterfield  and  Society  Hill 
road  with  instructions  to  break  the  railroad. 

Yours,  truly, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- GeneraL 


Headqt^arteks  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

New  Market.  March  2,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard,  U.  S.  Army, 

Com mand ing,  Ac. : 

General  : The  general  requests  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note.  He  has  ordered  the  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  to 
report  to  Corse  to-night;  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri  is  already  with 
him.  He  has  not  given  them  other  instructions  than  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Corse,  and  requests  that  you  will  give  them  orders. 

1 have  the  bonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOGDIHJLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Tiller'' s Brid(je^  8.  (7.,  March  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : In  rejily  to  your  communication  of  last  night,  1 respect- 
fully report  that  1 will  be  ready  to  march  at  0 this  a.  m.  It  was  1 
o’clock  this  morning  before  the  bridge  was  comi^leted,  and  crossing 
through  the  dark  swamp  this  side  the  river  was  very  difficult,  the 
drivers  constantly  running  off  the  road,  delaying  the  crossing  very 
much. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  11.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Black  Creek.,  8.  C.,  Alar  eh  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Brigade  and  trains 
of  this  command  crossed  Lynch’s  Creek  to  day  after  the  bridge  was 
rebuilt  and  marched  to  Kellytown,  where  joined  the  rest  of  the  divis- 
ion and  moved  forward  to  Black  Creek,  where  camped  at  6.30  p.  m., 
having  marched  eleven  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  IIAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Netv  Market.,  8.  C.,  3Iarch  2,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  8econd  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : General  Woods  has  been  ordered  to  move  out  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning  on  Cheraw,  opening  communication  with  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps.  The  general  commanding  requests  that  you  will 
move  your  command  in  rear  of  his  division,  well  closed  up.  The  pon- 
toon train  will  move  with  yonr  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 

A ssistan t A dju tan t-  Gen eral. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kelly^s  Bridge.,  8.  0.,  March  2^  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Owing  to  washing  out  of  one  of  the  trestles,  the  part  of  the  bridge 
west  of  the  old  bridge  gave  way,  and  as  the  water  has  fallen  the  tres- 
tles can  be  laid  Hat  upon  the  ground  and  covered.  I had  hoped  the 
bottom  was  firm  and  that  alnidge  over  this  ])art  Avould  be  unnecessary, 
but  every  ])art  of  it  will  have  to  be  recovered.  This  will  delay  me  a 
portion  of  the  morning  to-morrow. 

1 am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZFN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Lynches  Creek,  0.,  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geoieral,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  In  compliance  v^ith  instructions  I have  the  honor  to  report 
that  my  command  commenced  crossing  the  bridge  at  3.30  and  the  last 
wagon  had  crossed  at  6 o’clock  this  evening.  I Avill  encamp  at  or  near 
Kellytown. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Kellytoicn,  JS.  C.,  3Iarch  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  crossed 
Lynch’s  Creek,  at  Kelly’s  Bridge,  between  the  hours  of  3.30  and  6 this 
p.  m.,  and  marched  to  Kellytown,  a distance  of  seven  miles,  encamp- 
ing between  the  hours  of  8 and  9.15  o’clock  in  the  following  position: 
Three  regiments  of  the  First  Brigade  on  the  right  of  main  road  and 
covering  right  flank  j Dvo  regiments  same  brigade  covering  the  rear, 
and  Second  Brigade  on  left  of  main  road  fronting  east.  These  head- 
quarters are  at  Kelly’s  house. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

New  Market^  S.  C.,  March  2,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  You  will  move  out  to  where  the  road  from  Kew  Market 
intersects  the  Cheraw  road  to-night,  and  to-morrow  move  up  within  one 
or  two  miles  of  General  Blair’s  column,  so  as  to  support,  if  necessary, 
and  communicate  the  fact  to  General  Blair. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army'  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Six  Miles  Northeast  of  Black  Creek, 

On  Cheraw  Road,  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  the  major-general  commanding  corps  I moved  my  command  across 
Black  Creek,  breaking  camp  at  1 p.  m.,  and  marched  to  a point  on  tlie 
direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  at  its  intersection  by  the  New  Market 
road  six  miles  distant  from  the  creek,  where  I placed  my  command  in 
bivouac.  One  brigade  of  my  division  was  retained  at  Black  Creek  by 
Major-General  IIoAvard  as  guard  to  his  trains. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  (X)KSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 
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Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  31. 

* * 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
l7i  the  Field,  Blach  Creek,  S.  C,,  March  2,  1865. 
* # # * # 


II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  move  at  6 a.m.  to-morrow,  the  First 
Brigade  m advance  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  rear.  Two  regiments  of 
the  advance  brigade  to  march  beside  the  battery  and  trains;  and  three 
regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  also  thrown  forward  by  the  side  of 
trains.  Battery  and  trains  in  same  order  as  on  the  1st  instant.  The 
column  must  be  kept  closed  up.  The  route  will  be  designated  when 
the  movement  begins. 

# * * * # * * 


By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  P]VEBTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  S.  C.,  March  2,  1865 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Da^ke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I was  making  preparation  to  move  forward  at  once  on 
Cheraw,  in  accordance  with  inclosed  letter  from  General  Sherman,* 
when  I received  General  Howard’s  directions  to  wait.  Unless  further 
orders  are  received  I shall  move  forward  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Big  Black  Creek,  March  2,  1865 — 3.45  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  Your  note  of  10.45  a.m.  to-day  is  just  received.  The 
general  directs  that  in  accordance  with  General  Sherman’s  instructions 
you  move  forward  on  Cheraw  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible  to-morrow 
morning.  Generals  Corse  and  Woods  are  over  Lynch,  but  are  detained 
by  Big  Black.  Hazen  and  Smith  are  not  yet  all  across  Lynch.  Corse 
and  Woods  will  probably  be  near  to  Cheraw  to-morrow  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  56.  j Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw,  S.  C.,  March  2, 1865. 

I.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  army,  directing  that  for  each  of  our  men  murdered  by  the  enemy 
a life  of  one  of  the  prisoners  in  our  hands  should  be  taken,  Maj.  J.  C. 
Marven,  provost-marshal.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  will  select  from 
the  prisoners  in  his  charge  one  man  and  deliver  him  to  Brig.  Gen. 


* See  March  1,  p.  631, 
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M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  to  be  shot  to  death  in  retali- 
ation for  the  murder  of  Private  K.  M.  Woodruff*,  Company  H,  Thirtieth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  a regularly  detailed  forager,  who  was  beaten  to 
death  by  the  enemy  near  Blakeny^s  Bridge  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of 
March,  1865. 

******* 

lY.  The  movement  on  Oheraw  will  be  continued  to-morrow. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  have 
the  advance,  and  will  move  forward  at  6 a.  m.  The  Third  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow  tbe  First  Division, 
being  prepared  to  move  at  7 o’clock.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division,  being 
prepared  to  move  at  So’clock.  The  First  Regiment  Michigan  Engineers, 
Col.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  First  Division 
with  tool  wagons  and  ambulances.  Their  train  will  follow  the  train  of 
the  First  Division.  The  pontoon  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Third 
Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  forward  at 
5.30  a.  m.  The  troops  will  move  forward  on  the  right  of  the  train.  The 
train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  train  of  the  headquar- 
ters First  Division. 

******* 

VIII.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will 
move  forward  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  instead  of  6 o’clock,  as  previously 
ordered. 

*###*** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

McManus'^  Bridge,  8.  C.,  March  2,  1865 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

Colonel  : I am  massing  up  my  division  for  a dinner  halt.  The 
bridge  all  right.  A very  bad  bottom  opposite  to  be  corduroyed.  The 
material  will  have  to  be  taken  from  this  side  of  the  bridge.  The  work 
will  be  commenced  immediately.  The  roads  to-day  very  heavy.  Long 
hard  hills  to  pull  up,  but  on  the  whole  the  roads  were  better  than  yes- 
terday. My  command  has  made  a first-rate  march  of  twelve  miles 
to  day.  Will  cross  the  bridge  with  my  command  as  soon  as  the  road  is 
completed  and  await  further  orders.  Plenty  of  forage  for  the  animals, 
and  the  men  have  received  plenty  of  meat,  but  breadstuff  scarce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Horton^s,  March  2,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has 
no  doubt  you  have  made  a good  march  to-day,  but  would  have  pre- 
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ferred  that  you  liad  pushed  on  four  or  live  miles  beyond  the  bridge. 
He  directs  that  you  march  at  daylight  to-morrow  via  Blakeny’s  and 
Mount  Orogh an  toward  Oliesterheld. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Afisutant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Htaff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

East  side  of  Lynclds  Creehy  S.  C.,  iStarch  2^  18 do — 7 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McOlurg, 

Chief  of  Staff j Fourteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Colonel;  Corduroy  in  the  bottom  was  not  completed  till  nearly  4 
this  p.  m.  owing  lo  the  distance  the  material  had  to  be  carried.  My 
whole  command  is  encamped  on  this  side  of  the  bridge  and  the  train  is 
in  park.  Excuse  the  mistake  made  in  my  dispatch  of  11.15  a.  m.  of 
this  date  about  v aiting  further  orders”.  1 will  move  early  in  the 
morning  as  directed  in  your  order  of  yesterday. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Chesterfield,  S.  C.,  ilfarch  2,  ISGo. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  General  Ward  has  been  directed  to  move  his  command 
forward  to  this  point  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow;  the  exact  time  of 
starting  is  discretionary  with  him.  The  general  commanding  directs 
that  you  move  your  command  in  time  to  close  up  with  his  rear  at  the 
time  of  starting.  Your  rear  guard  will  be  the  same  as  to-day. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

A cling  A ssisfan  t A djutan  t- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Chesterfield,  S.  6’.,  March  2,  I860. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward,  Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  Headquarters  are  established  here  at  Chesterfield.  The 
general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  bring  your  command, 
including  trains,  forward  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow,  marching  your 
l)ioneers  and  one  unencumbered  brigade  in  advance  to  repair  the  road, 
as  it  is  in  a bad  condition.  The  major  part  will  need  corduroying. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

A cfing  A ssistmi t A djnta n t- General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Dlaheny's  Cross-Roads,  March  2,  1866. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

MA.TOPt:  Captain  Northro]),  of  my  staff,  dashed  into  Monroe  yester- 
day and  captured  nine  of  the  enemy  and  broke  the  enemy’s  courier 
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line.  Two  dispatches  had  been  received  from  Beauregard  to  Hampton 
and  Hardee;  the  one  addressed  to  Hampton  seven  miles  from  Lancas- 
ter, the  other  at  Cheraw.  Captain  Lee,  of  Beauregard’s  staff,  had  just 
passed  through.  He  told  the  citizens  that  our  Eight  Wing  was  swing- 
ing around  to  Cheraw,  and  that  he  was  taking  orders  to  Hardee  to 
fight  and  delay  our  march;  that  Charleston  and  Wilmington  had  been 
evacuated  in  order  to  concentrate  troops;  that  Cheatham  and  a portion 
of  A.  P.  Hill’s  corps  had  reached  Charlotte.  Beauregard  was  still  m 
doubt  as  to  our  objective  point.  My  officers  are  fast  learning  to  be 
good  cavalrymen.  All  little  expeditions  sent  out  have  been  charac- 
terized by  that  enterprise  and  dash  so  requisite  to  success.  Captain 
Northrop  brought  away  nearly  one  hundred  good  horses  and  mules. 
This  information  is  reliable.  Hampton  and  his  cavalry  is  near  Monroe, 
and  not  in  General  Howard’s  front.  I shall  hold  tlie  roads  to  the  left 
of  Chesterfield  to-morrow  night,  and  will  reconnoiter  the  river  as  high 
up  as  opposite  Wadesborough.  The  impression  among  citizens  and 
rebel  soldiers  about  Monroe  is  that  Petersburg  has  been  evacuated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

Brevet  Major-General.,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field^  March  2.  1865. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Near  Lancaster  : 

General:  The  Twentieth  Corps  is  now  starting  from  Big  Lynch’s 
Creek  for  Chesterlield,  twenty  miles  distant.  The  Fourteenth  Corps 
is  now  at  Little  Lynch’s  Creek,  behind  us,  and  will  march  by  McManus’ 
Bridge  toward  Chesterfield.  General  Howard  was  on  the  28th  Feb- 
ruary across  Lj^nch’s  Creek  at  Tiller’s,  and  General  Blair  within  six- 
teen miles  of  Cheraw.  All  move  on  Cheraw,  where  it  is  said  the 
Charleston  and  Wilmington  garrisons  are  expecting  to  meet  us.  I 
don’t  believe  they  will  fight  on  this  side  the  Pedee,  but  you  may  move 
on  General  Davis’  left  near  Chesterfield,  and  by  the  time  you  get  there 
I can  select  the  points  of  crossing,  but  if  there  be  any  enemy  at 
Cheraw  he  will,  of  course,  break  the  bridge  there  and  force  us  to  use 
pontoons,  in  which  case  we  will  iirobably  use  Cheraw  and  Sneeds- 
borough.  General  Howard  sent  his  company  of  scouts  from  Tiller’s 
toward  the  Charleston  and  Wilmington  road,  but  they  met  two 
brigades  of  cavalry  near  Mount  Elon  Post  Office,  and  were  driven 
ba(*k.  General  Howard  reports  Hampton’s  headquarters  at  Darling- 
ton, but  I doubt  it.  1 don’t  think  the  enemy  would  leave  his  cavalry, 
or  any  material  part  of  it,  between  ns  and  the  sea.  Doubtless  he  is 
watching  and  using  the  railroad  east  and  south  of  us,  but  to  what 
extent  1 cannot  conjecture  until  I know  whether  our  people  have  Wil- 
mington. I suppose  Schofield  by  this  time  must  be  on  the  railroad 
north  of  Wilmington,  at  or  near  Goldsborough.  Keep  near  General 
Davis’  left  and  act  defensively  till  we  know  about  Cheraw.  I will  be 
with  the  Twentieth  Corps,  near  Chesterfield,  where  the  Lancaster  road 
meets  this,  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Chesterfield.  1 will  send 
infantry  to  Chesterfield  to  secure  if  possible  the  bridges  across  Thomp- 
son’s Creek  iienr  that  place,  to-morrow  at  Cheraw.  You  should  be 
to-night  on  Lynch’s  Creek,  and  to-morrow  near  Chesterfield.  Eoads 
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are  saudy  and  good ; enemy  leaves  us  good  bridges,  and  thus  far  we 
find  not  even  pickets.  General  Blair  found  some  cavalry  on  his  road, 
who  gave  ground  easily. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Genera Z,  Comma nding. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

Field  Orders,  >■  In  the  Fields  8.  C., 

No.  30.  ) March  1865. 

The  command  will  move  upon  three  roads  and  march  at  8 a.  m. 

I.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Atkins,  with  his  brigade,  will  move 
direct  from  his  present  camp  on  Wadesborough  road  to  a point  four 
miles  distant  from  his  camp,  where  he  will  take  a right-hand  road  to 
Hornsborough,  via  Edgeworth,  and  wait  further  orders. 

II.  Colonel  Jordan,  with  his  brigade  and  division  train,  will  move  to 
Hornsborough,  via  Edgeworth,  and  wait  further  orders. 

III.  Colonel  Spencer,  with  his  command  and  the  dismounted  men, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Way,  will  move  to  Hornsborough,  seeking  some 
road  along  or  above  the  North  Carolina  line. 

IV.  The  major-general  commanding  will  move  with  the  center  column. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Kilpatrick : 

L.  G.  ESTES, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  sea  going  transportation  and  the  great 
necessity  for  it  to  keep  our  armies  supplied,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  it  be  not  detained  one  hour  longer  than  is  required  for  unloading 
it.  You  will  please  instruct  quartermasters  and  other  officers  of  your 
command  controlling  it  to  this  end,  and  will  see  that  the  instructions 
are  strictly  complied  with.  If  you  have  any  troops  yet  to  move  by 
water,  move  them  at  once,  and  send  back  the  transportation  without 
delay. 

By  coininand  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Operator  at  Fort  Monroe  will  please  put  up  and  hand  to  Captain 
James,  as.sistant  quartermaster,  to  be  forwarded  by  first  boat. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieiitenant-  General. 


General  Orders,^  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  12.  ) Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  2,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  ordnance  department,  having  reported  at 
these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, is  announced  as  a member  of  the  department  staff*  and  chief  of 
ordnance,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

New  Berne ^ March  2^  1865. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

Sir  : I arrived  here  m the  night  of  February  28.  Yesterday  I divided 
the  troops  of  this  district  (exclusive  of  General  Ivuger’s)  into  two  divis- 
ions, assigning  part  of  the  old  troops  and  part  of  Meagher’s  to  each. 
1 have  ordered  away  from  the  different  posts  and  garrisons  all  that  can 
be  spared,  and  attached  them  to  the  moving  column.  There  were  a 
little  over  3,000  of  Meagher’s  men  here.  Palmer’s  and  Carter’s  divis- 
ions will  number  not  quite  4,000  each.  If  more  can  properly  be  drawn 
from  the  garrisons,  I shall  do  so.  The  brigade  of  Huger,  Avhich  was 
at  Fort  Anderson,  is  now  arriving  at  Morehead  City.  It  was  delayed 
by  the  same  storm  which  kept  me  two  days  at  Fort  Fisher.  I ordered 
yesterday  part  of  Palmer’s  command  up  to  Core  Creek  crossing,  twenty 
miles  from  here,  and  to-day  the  remainder  of  his  and  Carter’s  divisions 
go  up,  Ruger’s  following  at  once.  Colonel  Wright  has  six  miles  of  iron 
here,  but  expects  more  very  soon.  They  intend  changing  the  gauge  of 
the  railroad,  as  they  cannot  get  rolling-stock  to  fit  the  present  width  of 
road.  I shall  keep  as  far  ahead  of  them  as  we  can  supply  ourselves, 
but  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  above  fifty  wagons  from  the  quarter- 
master’s department  for  all  purposes.  My  head  (quarters  will  be  at  Core 
Creek  to-morrow,  and  if  the  railroad  repairs  progress  as  we  hope  they 
will  I shall  push  on  to  Kinston  within  a day  or  two  after.  The  Keiise 
is  unfordable  below  Goldsborough.  No  light-draft  gun-boats  are  here, 
and  we  can  therefore  get  no  help  from  the  navy.  We  may  get  a light- 
draft  steamer  from  the  quartermaster’s  department  to  ferry  troops,  but 
I am  not  yet  informed  whether  the  right  kind  has  been  found.  I will 
report  again  from  Core  Creek.  The  force  at  Kinston  is  believed  to 
remain  as  heretofore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- Gemerat,  commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington,  N.  6\,  March  2,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort: 

General  : I have  heard  nothing  yet  from  General  Sherman  except 
the  reports  brought  by  our  paroled  prisoners,  who  say  he  was  near 
Charlotte  on  the  24th.  I have  sent  a gun-boat  up  the  river  toward 
Fayetteville  to  see  what  can  be  learned.  My  impression  is  that  he  is 
making  straight  for  Goldsborough,  one  column  passing  through  or  near 
Fayet-teville.  1 am  preparing  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  move  forward 
from  this  i)lace.  I want  to  move  the  whole  force  now  here  by  land  if  1 
can  get  wagons  enough  in  time,  and  if  it  is  not  necessary  to  send  you 
re-enforcements  sooner  than  they  could  reach  you  in  that  way.  If 
necessary  I must  send  you  a division  or  more  by  water,  but  the  dilli- 
culties  of  water  transportation  are  so  great  that  I want  to  avoid  it  if 
l)0ssible.  AVe  ought  to  get  Kinston  at  once,  and  Goldsborough  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  It  is,  however,  so  easy  for  the  enemy  to  con- 
centrate troops  at  Goldsborough  that  1 apprehend  there  may  be  some 
delay  in  getting  that  place.  Get  the  best  information  you  can  of  the 
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eneuiy’s  strength  and  movements  and  keep  me  advised.  I am  making 
my  arrangements  to  start  from  this  place  by  the  Gth  instant  with  the 
two  divisions  of  the  Twenty-tliird  Corps,  at  least,  and  by  a rapid  march 
join  yon  near  Kinston,  or  wherever  you  may  be,  making  the  march  in 
five  or  six  days.  Meanwhile  1 hope  to  hear  from  Sherman,  and  also  of 
your  iirogress  and  what  you  find  in  your  front. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  1.  ) In  the  Field.,  F.  (7.,  March  1865. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery,  as 
soon  as  his  companies  in  New  Berne  are  relieved,  will  at  once  concen- 
trate them  in  camp  on  the  plain  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Totten,  providing 
them  with  shelter-tents  and  all  other  equipage  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  at  once  take  the  field.  The  commanding  officer  Twenty-third  New 
York  Independent  Battery  will  take  charge  of  and  garrison  with  his 
company  Forts  Dutton  and  Eowan.  Tbe  commanding  officer  Fifth 
Rhode  Island  Artillery  will  with  his  regiment  garrison  all  the  forts 
about  New  Berne,  both  on  the  north  side  of  the  Neuse  between  the 
Neiise  and  Trent  Rivers  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Trent,  with  the 
exception  of  Forts  Dutton  and  Rowan.  He  will  see  that  at  least  one 
officer  is  at  each  fort.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  garrisons  will  be 
sufficiently  large  to  work  the  guns.  The  duty  will  consist  mainly  iu 
taking  charge  of  and  preserving  the  iiresent  good  condition  of  the 
works.  The  present  commanding  officers  will  turn  over  to  the  officers 
relieving  them  all  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  and  other  public  prop- 
erty pertaining  to  the  forts.  The  officers  designated  are  directed  to 
receive  the  same  as  of  such  condition  as  they  may  see  fit.  These 
changes  must  be  made  to-day. 

#**##** 

YIII.  Ool.  Charles  H,  Stewart,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  will  for  the 
present  take  command  of  all  the  trooiis  and  defenses  about  New  Berne. 
Tliis  will  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  organization  of  this  division  as 
announced  in  General  Orders,  No.  1,  current  series,  from  these  head- 
quarters. 

******* 

XI.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  the 
companies  of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery  now  at  Ooinjock  Sta- 
tion, will,  upon  being  relieved,  proceed  at  once  to  Norfolk,  V a.  The  com- 
manding officer  on  arrival  will  report  for  orders  to  Brigadier-General 
Gordon,  commanding  District  of  Eastern  Virginia.  Quartermaster’s 
(lei)artment  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

******* 

XIV.  The  Tliird  Brigade  and  that  portion  of  the  Second  Brigade 
under  tlie  immediate  command  of  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Curtiss  will  be 
ready  to  march  early  to-morrow  morning.  A guide  has  been  desig- 
nated to  conduct  tlie  column  to  the  camp. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JTJDSON, 

A ssistant  A djutant- OeneraL 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  ) New  Berne^  N.  (7.,  March  2^  1865. 

The  division  will  be  ready  to  move  to-morrow  at  7 o’clock.  All  sur- 
plus baggage  will  be  stored  at  New  Berne.  A small  guard,  not  to 
exceed  one  man  to  a regiment,  will  be  detailed  by  brigade  commanders 
to  take  charge  of  the  baggage  until  it  can  be  brought  forward.  All 
the  baggage  will  be  stored  in  one  place,  and  the  details  left  will  report 
to  Lieutenant  Patton,  acting  assistant  quartermaster.  First  Brigade, 
for  instructions.  The  troops  will  carry  the  intrenching  tools  until  a 
wagon  can  be  had  for  that  purpose  ; at  least  100  axes,  100  spades  or 
shovels  and  25  pickaxes  to  a brigade. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Euger: 

J.  E.  CEAVENS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  9.  ) Wilmington^  N.  0.,  March  2,  1865. 

I.  Caiit.  George  H.  Taylor,  Company  H,  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  having  reported  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No. 
20,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  announced  as 
acting  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding.  He  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eeilly: 

CHAS.  D.  EHODES, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  20.  ] Wilmington^  N.  C.,  March  2^  1865. 

*##*#** 

II.  Col.  A.  T.  Wilcox,  One  hundred  and  seventy- seventh  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  as  senior  officer  present,  w ill  assume  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty- third  Army  Corps,  to  date 
from  February  25,  1865. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eeilly: 

CHAS.  D.  EHODES, 

Captain  a7id  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  March  2^  1865. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  I : 

I send  report  of  the  garrisons  at  Smithville  and  Forts  Caswell  and 
Fisher  by  messenger,  which  will  reach  you  in  the  morning.*  1 have 
landed  my  men  here  and  relieved  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, who  are  now  embarking.  The  Second  Pennsylvania  and  my  men 
are  now  doing  the  duty.  This  is  correct,  is  it  not?  Please  answer. 

FEEDK.  W.  PEINCE, 

A/qyor,  Conimanding  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery. 


* See  next,  post. 
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Hdqrs.  Detach.  Sixteenth  New  York  Artillery, 

Fort  Fisher^  N.  0.,  March  2,  1865. 
Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  received  from  you  on 
tbe  28tli,  I liave  the  honor  to  report  as  follows ; The  garrison  at  Smitli- 
ville  and  Fort  Caswell  is  composed  of  the  Third  New  York  Infantry, 
152,  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty  second  New  York  Infantry,  473,  a 
total  of  G25  in  the  two  regiments.  They  are  divided  as  follows:  Two 
hundred  and  five  men  at  Caswell,  and  420  at  Smithvilie,  Colonel  Barney, 
One  hundred  and  forty-second,  in  command.  The  force  at  Fort  Fisher 
was  composed  of  three  companies  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery 
354  men,  and  one  comx)any  of  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery, 
137  men,  a total  of  491.  The  First  Connecticut  are  now  embarking, 
leaving  me  here  one  com^^any  of  Second  Pennsylvania,  as  above,  137 
men,  and  the  detachment  under  my  command,  220  men,  a total  of  363 
men.  The  balance  of  my  detachment  is  now  with  Abbott’s  brigade 
(Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corjis),  near  Wilming- 
ton. They  number  365  men,  so  that  when  they  are  sent  here  there  will 
be — Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  591;  Second  Pennsylvania 
Heavy  Artillery,  137.  Total,  728  men. 

I have  some  men  on  detached  service  in  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  which  I shall  apply  for,  so  that  I shall  soon  have  enough  to 
make  it  800  men,  and  others  are  daily  returning  from  hospital.  Will 
you  be  kind  enough  to  order  the  balance  of  the  detachment  now  with 
the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Corps,  to  report  to 
me  here,  so  that  I can  get  the  men  all  together  of  the  difierent  com- 
panies (six),  and  then  I can  make  such  disposition  of  the  force  as  you 
may  indicate.  I should  think  the  force  at  Caswell  was  altogether  too 
large,  and  should  say  that  a force  of  100  there  would  be  ample,  divid- 
ing balance  between  here  and  Smithvilie.  Please  indicate  at  what 
point  my  headquarters  should  be.  Smithvilie  is  midway  between  the 
two  forts  (Fisher  and  Caswell),  and  I would  prefer  that  location,  if 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FPEDK.  W.  PEINCE, 

Major ^ Sixteenth  Neie  York  Heavy  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  0.,  March  2^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  IT.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  H.  €.: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  19th  of  February  directing  white  troops  to  be  sent  from  this 
department  to  Cape  Fear  Kiver  as  soon  as  Charleston  should  come  into 
our  ])ossession,  and  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  therewith,  two 
bripides  from  Brevet  Major-General  Grover’s  command,  organized  into 
a division,  under  a general  officer,  will  embark  with  all  possible  dispat(4i. 
The  aggregate  strength  of  these  two  brigades  is  about  3,200  men  present 
for  duty.  For  Avant  of  suitable  transports  I am  under  the  necessity  of 
sending  these  troo])S  in  large  steamers  that  happen  to  be  free  at  this 
moment.  As  they  draw  too  much  water  to  enter  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  a 
light-draft  steamer  will  acconqiany  them  as  tender  to  take  off  the  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

M ajor- 0 enera  I,  Conwianding. 

42  R R_YOL  XLYII,  PT  TI 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  March  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head: 

General:  It  has  been  reported  to  me  to-day  that  the  portion  ot 
General  Taylor’s  rebel  army  which  was  said  to  have  passed  through 
Augusta  on  Sunday  of  last  week,  finding  itself  unable  to  effect  a junc- 
tion with  Hardee,  has  returned  to  Augusta  and  is  now  there.  My 
informant  is  a man  of  apparent  intelligence,  not  directly  from  Augusta 
but  from  a point,  the  name  of  which  I do  not  remember,  sixty  miles 
southwest  of  Augusta,  and  who  said  that  the  report  was  generally 
believed  there  when  he  left.  My  informant  also  stated  that  at  various 
points  in  the  interior  of  this  State,  which  he  named,  there  are  detach- 
ments of  rebel  cavalry  aiding  the  conscripting  officers  and  in  one  place 
a brigade  of  2,000.  But  it  seems  to  me  the  great  importance  of  Savannah 
in  reference  to  the  xiresent  asxiect  of  political  affairs  in  this  State  sliould 
make  us  very  cautions  as  to  weakening  its  garrison.  It  ought  to  be  in 
no  danger  and  the  xieoxile  in  the  interior  should  not  be  xiermitted  to 
feel  that  there  is  any  possibility  of  its  passing  out  of  our  possession. 
The  loss  of  it  would  at  once  reunite  the  rebels,  now  apparently  falling 
into  discord,  and  so  cut  off*  any  hope  of  the  national  cause  xirosxiering  by 
the  dissensions  of  the  enemy.  Five  thousand  good  trooxis  would  seem 
to  be  no  more  than  a moderate  garrison  for  the  x^lace.  The  new  line 
of  defensive  works  is  as  yet  unhnished  and  is  some  live  miles  in  length. 
The  whole  country  in  our  rear  is  open  to  the  enemy  and  there  is  no 
cavalry  here  by  which  to  get  early  information.  I learn  also  from 
members  of  General  Thomas’  staff  when  he  left  here  that  he  considered 
the  above-mentioned  number  of  troops  necessary  for  the  security  ot  the 
Xdace.  The  advantages  to  the  rebels  of  a recapture  of  the  x^lace  [are 
such]  that  we  are  bound  to  x>i‘esuine  that  they  understand  them  and 
will  act  accordingly  whenever  they  have  any  xirosxiect  of  success  in  the 
attempt  of  the  kind. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of 
suspending  the  order  for  withdrawing  any  portion  of  tbe  trooxis  now 
here  or  for  rexilacing  them  with  inferior  ones,  till  the  whole  case  can  be 
laid  before  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  his  decision  had  thereon. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  2,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  0.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  render  Brevet  Major- 
General  Grover  all  the  assistance  you  can  in  transporting  two  brigades 
of  his  command  from  Savannah  to  this  xilace. 

Very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(,).  A.  GILLMORE, 

Ma jo  r-  G enera  I,  Com  m a n ding 
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Hdqks.  Xobthern  District,  Dept,  oe  the  South, 

March  2^  I860. 

Col.  E.  Hallowell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel  : The  brigadier-general  eoinmaiKling  directs  that  you  send 
to-morrow  on  a train  a force  of  200  men  to  Summerville  and  return. 
The  men  will  be  kept  together  and  under  arms  in  Summervilleo  The 
officer  in  command  will  talk  with  some  of  the  ju'ominent  citizens 
and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 
country.  He  will  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  a couple  of  hours, 
during  which  time  he  can  detach  scouting  parties  under  commissioned 
officers  to  visit  the  neighborhood.  The  parties  going  out  will  be 
directed  not  to  in  any  way  molest  the  citizens.  The  officer  in  command 
Avill  be  held  responsible  by  you  that  no  dei)redations  are  committed, 
not  even  a chicken  can  be  taken.  Serviceable  horses  may  be  pressed 
and  sent  in  under  charge  of  an  officer  should  any  be  found,  and  a 
return  of  the  same  to  these  headquarters. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERKY, 

Firat  Lieut. ^ Fifty-Jifth  Mass.  Vols.^  and  Actg.  xis^d.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head.,  S.  0.,  March  2,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  Grover, 

Comdg.  District  of  /Savannah,  Department  of  the  /South: 

General  : The  two  brigades  to  be  detached  from  your  command,  as 
directed  in  my  letter  of  the  28th,  are  bound  for  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C. 
They  should  be  provided  with  five  days’  rations  and  a liberal  outfit  of 
medical  supplies.  No  land  transportation  will  be  sent  with  them.  As 
1 have  but  one  steam  transport  in  this  department  fit  to  go  to  sea  with 
trooi^s,  I am  obliged  to  send  these  troops  north  in  vessels  of  too  much 
draft  of  water  to  ascend  the  Savannah  River.  Small  trai] sports  will 
therefore  be  sent  to  convey  these  troops  to  Port  Royal  Harbor.  The 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  has  been  directed  to  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  G I ELMORE, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


City  PoiN'r,  Va.,  March  5\  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

/Secretary  of  War: 

Richmond  papers  of  to  day  are  received,  but  contain  no  important 
news.  The  following  items  embrace  all  that  is  of  any  interest: 

From  Charleston. — The  Fayetteville  Telej>rapli  of  the  24th  slates  that  an  officer 
who  arrived  here  direct  from  South  Carolina  last  night  gives  ns  some  interesting 
items  concerning  the  evacuation  of  Charleston.  4’ho  evacuation  took  ])lace  on 
Friday  niglit,  and  the  city  was  occupied  by  about  500  Yankees,  wlio  landed  in  small 
boats  about  12  o’clock  on  Saturday.  All  the  cotton  (some  6,000  liales)  and  thoshi])- 
j)ing  was  destroyed,  and  the  guns  spiked  by  tlie  military  authorities.  The  city  is 
now  but  little  more  than  a heap  of  ruins.  When  the  Yankees  entered  nearly  half 
of  it  was  in  ashes,  and  a terrible  fire  was  still  raging.  The  fire  origimited  in  two 
ways.  A quantity  of  damaged  powder  had  been  left  at  the  depot  of  the  Northeastern 
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Railroad  Company,  among  a number  of  other  articles.  A crowd  of  negroes  and  citi- 
zens of  the  lower  class  had  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  pillage.  While  there  ahoy 
in  sport  lired  a small  quantity  of  loose  powder,  which,  communicating  with  that  in 
the  boxes,  ignited  the  whole,  causing  a terrible  explosion,  with  considerable  loss  of 
life.  The  immense  depot  building  was  blown  to  atoms,  and  the  fire  spread  rapidly 
to  the  adjoining  houses.  It  burned  with  great  rapidity,  and  extended  as  far  uj)  on 
King  street  as  the  Soldiers’  Home.  About  the  same  time  a fire  broke  out  in  another 
portion  of  the  city,  caused  by  the  burning  of  the  Savannah  bridge.  This  fire  was 
also  very  destructive,  and  the  two  combined  extended  from  river  to  river.  Numer- 
ous other  fires  also  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  said  to  have  been  the  work 
of  the  citizens  themselves.  All  this  occurred  before  the  occupation  of  the  city  by 
the  Yankees.  Our  forces  under  General  Hardee  have  gone  in  the  right  direction.  It 
is  not  permissible  to  state  v/here  they  are,  but  they  will  be  found  where  they  are 
most  needed. 

From  North  Carolina. — The  Raleigh  Conservative  alludes  to  Sherman’s  operations, 
and  indulges  the  hope  that  if  our  plans  are  not  thwarted  our  able  generals  and  brave 
troops  in  tliat  (|uarter  will  be  able  to  bag”  him  or  send  him  howling  to  the  rear. 
If  the  report  brought  us  by  telegraph  that  the  small  force  left  by  him  at  Columbia 
has  been  expelled  be  true,  then  the  repulse  in  front,  should  he  suffer  such,  would 
probably  render  his  affairs  desperate  in  the  extreme,  but  we  will  not  speculate  further 
in  regard  to  matters  which  must  cease  to  bo  matters  of  mere  speculation  soon. 

From  the  Faleigh  Progress  of  the  £8th.— The  Yankee  prisoners  have  all  been  sent 
from  the  camps  near  this  place  to  Northeast  bridge  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged.  Many  others  from  Greensborough  and  Salisbury  have  passed  through 
here  to  the  same  destination.  All  Federal  prisoners  in  North  Carolina  are  to  be 
exchanged,  we  learn,  at  Northeast  bridge,  a few  miles  from  Wilmington.  We  pre- 
sume the  exchange  will  be  completed  in  a few  days. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  3,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington: 

Althougli  I nm  not  positively  advised  of  the  fact,  I think  Sherman 
and  Schofield  are  in  communication,  and  both,  therefore,  perfectly 
secure. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Washington,  H.  C.,  March  3.  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

General  Carroll  was  ordered  with  General  Hancock  on  Sunday  last. 
General  Crocker  was  ordered  East  some  time  ago,  but  probably  has  not 
been  able  to  make  the  journey  in  the  winter.  Vessels  sent  from  here  to 
Cape  Fear  Eiver  are  sent  back  to  discharge  at  Beaufort.  If  a change 
has  been  made  in  this  respect  notice  should  be  given  to  the  Quarter- 
master’s Department,  in  order  to  save  time  and  expense. 

H.  AV.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  Mai'ch  3,  1865 — i p.  m. 

(Deceived  G p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington : 

1 iiave  not  heard  from  General  Schofield  since  General  Comstock 
returned  from  him.  It  is  likely  he  has  concluded  to  open  the  road  from 


Chap.  LIX  ] 


661 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

New  Berne  alone.  If  so,  lie  will  want  all  accumulation  of  supx)lies  taken 
there.  I am  now  looking  for  the  return  of  a staff  officer  sent  to  Wil- 
mington, and  when  he  gets  back  will  know  whether  vessels  are  to  be 
stonped  at  Beaufort  or  not,  and  will  direct  accordingly. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

JAeutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraiv,  S.  0.,  March  5,  1865 — 1.40  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  General  Blair  entered  here  at  about  11.30  a.  m.,  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Hardee  left  with  the  last  of  his  troops  this 
morning.  General  Mower  pushed  witli  all  his  might,  and  tried  to  save 
the  bridge,  but  could  not  do  it.  We  have  17  pieces  of  artillery  as  far 
as  counted,  about  2,000  muskets,  and  1 building  containing  ammuni- 
tion. The  enemy’s  skirmishers  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
General  Blair  will  encamp  here  to-night,  and  General  Logan  about 
eight  miles  to  the  rear,  on  Thompson’s  Creek.  I send  you  Fayetteville 
Observer  of  the  27th  instant  [ultimo].  An  exj^edition  was  sent  to  break 
the  railroad,  with  instructions  to  make  a very  small  break,  as  I thought 
you  may  want  to  use  the  road  for  some  purj^ose. 

Very  respectfully, 

().  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  C.,  March  3,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Eight  Wing  : 

General:  Your  dispatch,  of  3.30  p.  m.  of  yesterday,  from  Black 
Creek,  is  just  received.  I wrote  this  a.  m.  to  General  Blair  a letter*  to 
be  sent  you,  which  may  reach  you  before  this,  but  will  repeat.  Slocum 
took  Chesterfield  yesterday,  driving  Butler’scavalry  to  and  through  the 
town,  but  the  enemy  broke  one  of  the  bridges  and  burned  the  other. 
Both  are  now  repaired,  and  Slocum  will  push  one  division  down  on  the 
north  bank  so  as  to  uncover  your  crossing;  but  send  me  word  as  soon 
as  you  are  over,  that  the  Twentieth  Corps  may  cross  over  to  the  Pedee 
toward  Sneedsborough,  where  I want  his  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross 
over.  Of  course  1 am  a little  impatient  to  get  across  Pedee  before 
Beauregard  can  swing  around  from  Charlotte  and  Salisbury  and  oppose 
onr  crossing.  Once  across  Pedee,  I don’t  fear  the  whole  Confederate 
army,  for  if  need  be  we  can  swing  in  against  the  right  bank  of  Cape 
Fear  and  work  down^till  we  meet  our  ])eo])le,  but  I sliall  aim  to  reach 
Fayetteville  and  Goldsborough,  where  1 know  Schofield  must  now  be. 
1 have  ordered  Davis  from  McManus’  Bridge  via  Mount  Croghan  to 
Sneedsborough,  and  Kiljiatrick  is  above  him  toward  Wadesborough. 
Roads  are  very  bad  nj)  here,  either  quicksand  or  red  clay.  The  country 
is  also  poor;  still  thus  far  Ave  find  forage,  bacon,  and  corn  meal.  I met 
at  Winnsborough  Mrs.  Aiken,  wife  of  the  very  Colonel  Aiken  you  report 
as  killed  in  the  tight  with  Duncan.  She  was  a Afiss  Gayler,  of  Mobile, 
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sister  of  Mrs.  General  Gorgas,  of  the  rebel  Ordnance  Department.  In 
her  conversation  with  me  she  said  she  supposed  her  husband  would 
have  to  submit  or  get  killeil/’  and  I answered  her  that  such  was  the 
case,  but  I hardly  thought  so  soon  to  be  a prophet.  I will  send  your 
letter  to  Slocum,  with  instructions  to  read  it  and  push  one  or  two  divis- 
ions down  toward  Cheraw  as  fast  as  possible,  leaving  his  wagons  near 
the  Sneedsborough  road.  1 will  stay  here  to-night  and  to-morrow  come 
down,  in  hopes  to  go  into  Cheraw.  I don’t  believe  Hardee  will  fight  on 
tliis  side  the  river,  and  it  is  now  too  late  for  him  to  slip  out  by  way  of 
Wadesborough.  Your  rear  divisions  will  have  plenty  of  time  to  close 
up  whilst  you  are  getting  your  crossing  secured  and  bridged.  I take 
it  all  the  bridges  across  Thompson’s  Creek  are  gone,  unless  it  be  the 
railroad  bridge,  which  may  have  been  spared  for  the  sake  of  the  wounded 
that  must  still  be  there.  I also  feel  confident  that  Wilmington  is  in 
our  possession,  and  that  none  of  its  garrison  is  at  Cheraw. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAIS^, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.)  Chesterfield ^ March  I860 — o.4o  p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Your  dispatch  from  Cheraw  to  the  general-in-chief  is 
received.  He  has  written  you  twice  to  day,  viz,  once  direct  and  once 
to  Major-General  Blair,  and  he  desires  me  to  say  those  letters  contain 
his  views  and  wishes  as  regards  immediate  operations,  i.  c.,  for  you  to 
concentrate  your  command  at  Cheraw  and  make  a crossing  of  and 
lodgment  beyond  the  Pedee  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  it  is  all- 
imimrtant  we  at  once  hold  its  left  bank.  If  you  think  you  will  have 
time  the  general  would  like  to  have  you  send  any  kind  of  a force  from 
the  rear  portion  of  your  command — probably  mounted  would  be  the 
best — down  to  Florence,  with  directions  to  destroy  anything  of  public 
ju’operty  there.  We  will  come  into  Cheraw  to-morrow  morning.  It  is 
not  probable  there  is  anything  of  an  enemy  at  Florence. 

I am,  general,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Arma^  of  the  Tennessee, 

CherarV)  *S'.  C.,  March  .9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  commanding  general  directs  that  if  General  J.  E. 
Smith’s  division  has  not  yet  left  the  vicinity  of  New  Market  it  be 
instructed  to  remain  there  for  a day  or  two  to  collect  provisions  and 
use  the  mills  at  that  point.  He  does  not  mean  to  limit  him  to  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  New  Market,  but  that  he  can  have  two  days  to  reach 
this  point  so  that  he  may  supply  himself,  and,  if  not  too  far  on  the 
direct  road,  he  may  march  via  Society  Hill.  He  wishes  you  also  to 
organize  as  large  a body  of  mounted  men  [as  possible]  from  among  the 
foragers,  and  such  other  mounted  men  as  can  be  spared  by  you,  for  an 
expedition  to  Florence.  It  will  destroy  all  trestle-work  and  bridges 
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en  route  to  that  point,  break  the  railroad  near  there,  burn  the  bridge 
and  all  public  property.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  be 
ordered  to  report  to  you  and  will  form  a part  of  the  expedition  which 
will  rendezvous  at  the  cross  roads  seven  miles  from  Cheraw,  at  9 a.  m. 
to-morrow,  and  start  from  that  point.  The  mounted  force  organized  by 
you  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  a competent  officer  to  be  selected  by 
you.  It  will  bring  back  such  provisions,  particularly  of  breadstuff's,  as 
can  be  carried  on  a horse.  Capt.  C.  B.  lieese,  chief  engineer,  will 
bridge  the  Pedee  near  this  point.  You  will  send  forward  the  section 
of  the  pontoon  Avith  your  corps  as  soon  as  possible  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompson’s  Bridge^  S.  C.,  3Iarch  3,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Department  and,  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding  that  I have  encamped  the  First  and  Fourth 
Divisions  of  my  corps  on  Thompson’s  Creek,  near  the  bridge,  with  the 
Second  Division  in  camp  on  this  side  of  and  the  Third  Division  on 
the  other  side  of  Juniper  Creek.  My  headquarters  are  with  the  First 
and  Fourth  Divisions. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODIIULL, 

Assistant  Adjutayit- General. 

(In  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraiv^  S.  C.,  3Iarch  5,  1865. 

MaJ.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that,  in  the  absence  of 
further  orders,  you  move  through  Cheraw  to-morrow  and  encamp  on 
the  north  side  of  the  town,  moving  out  on  the  plank  road.  Our  head- 
([uarters  are  at  the  house  of  Doctor  Wilson,  in  the  ux)per  part  of  toAvn. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


IIdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompson'’ s Creek^  S.  C.,  3Iarch  3,  1865. 

MilJ.  ^lAX.  WoODIIULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteeyith  Army  Corps  : 

Ma.ior:  I resi)ectfully  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  1st  instant, 
having  built  a substantial  bridge  over  Lynch’s  Creek,  I began  crossing 
my  command,  and  at  9 the  morning  of  the  2d  I started  from  the  east 
side  of  the  creek,  marching  as  far  as  Ncav  Market.  I here  succeeded 
in  crossing  but  one  brigade  over  Big  Black  Creek,  Avhen  it  Avas  found 
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necessary  to  lay  the  pontoons,  so  that  my  division  was  not  all  over 
until  nearly  daylight  this  morning.  Moving  right  out  from  camp  again, 
at  6 a.  m.  to-day,  I continued  my  advance,  moving  by  the  Camden  and 
Cheraw  road  to  my  i)resent  camp  on  the  south  side  of  Thompson’s 
Creek,  making  twenty-tlve  miles  to-day.  My  troops  are  encamped  on 
a high  ridge  of  land,  about  one  mile  from  the  creek,  facing  eastward. 
My  headquarters  are  near  the  main  road,  one  mile  back  from  the 
stream. 

I am.  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  K.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-  General, 


TIdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jnn\j)er  Creelc,  C.,  March  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  crossed  Black 
Creek  at  6.30  a.  m.  to-day  on  the  pontoon  bridge  and  moved  forward  to 
and  crossed  Juniper  Creek,  where  camped,  having  marched  eighteen 
miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompsons  Bridge^  8.  C.,  March  J,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
General  Howard  told  him  that  he  had  ordered  the  mills  at  Kellytown 
to  be  run  for  the  benelit  of  the  Third  Division,  as  that  command  was 
almost  out  of  subsistence,  and  that  General  Oliver  was  working  them 
for  that  purpose.  In  view  of  these  circumstances  he  requests,  should 
it  not  have  been  done  already,  that  the  meal  obtained  at  the  Kellytown 
mills  be  turned  over  to  General  Smith’s  commissary  for  use  in  his 
division. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistan t Adjutayit- General. 


IIdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Juniper  Creel: ^ 8.  0.,  March  J,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
Kelly’s  farm  at  6 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched  on  Kelly’s  Bridge  road 
to  near  Big  Black  Creek,  thence  on  neighborhood  road  to  main  Camden 

and  Cheraw  road  5 crossed  Big  Black  Creek  at bridge  and  marched 

to  Juniper  Creek,  a distance  of  twenty-nine  miles,  the  rear  of  the  com- 
mand arriving  at  (>  p.  m.  The  division  is  encamjied  upon  both  sides  of 
the  main  road  fronting  southwest  and  covering  all  approaches  from  the 
rear. 
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While  upon  the  west  side  of  aud  near  Big  Black  Creek  a party  of 
rebel  cavalry  numbering  about  thirty  entered  the  road  between  the 
mounted  and  infantry  advance,  which  were  not  more  than  500  or  600 
yards  apart,  aud  captured  Lieut.  Col.  James  Isaminger,  Sixty-third 
Illinois  Yolunteer  Infantry,  commanding  pioneer  corps,  and  one  en- 
listed man.  They  also  killed  one  of  the  teamsters  who  had  gone  in 
advance.  It  was  supposed,  until  too  late,  that  tliey  were  our  own 
men,  being  dressed  in  complete  suits  of  Federal  uniform.  I sent  what 
few  mounted  men  I had  with  me  in  pursuit  but  ‘did  not  succeed  in 
overtaking  them.  I was  unable  to  comply  with  orders  from  corps 
headquarters,  receiye4  hist  evening,  requiring  me  to  have  four  wagons 
filled  with  meal  and  forage.  Upon  the  arrival’  of  my  commissary  of 
subsistence  at  the  mill,  he  found  an  officer  belonging  to  the  Second 
Division  in  charge,  who  said  that  he  had  not  received  any  instructions 
to  grind  corn  for  or  to  give  up  the  mill  to  this  division,  but  had  been 
instructed  to  grind  all  the  corn  he  had  for  their  own  command.  He 
finally  consented  to  give  up  the  mill  at  2 o’clock  this  a.  m.  These 
headquarters  are  at  Campbell’s  house. 

I am,  major,  very  resjpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fieldy  Thompson'^s  Creelcj  8.  (7.,  Mareh  o,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhuel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  the 
major-general  commanding  corps,  received  the  2d  instant,  I broke  camp 
at  7 a.  m.,  and  moved  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road  across 
fluniper  Creek  to  Thompson’s  Creek,  fifteen  miles  distant.  Upon  arriv- 
ing at  this  point  I found  a portion  of  the  trains  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  had  not  yet  made  the  crossing,  and  in  accordance  Avith  instruc- 
tions have  placed  my  division  in  bivouac  near  the  creek  and  bridge. 
The  brigade  left  with  Major-General  Howard  at  Black  Creek  rejoined 
the  division  this  evening. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COIISE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  32. 

* * 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Thompsons  CreelCj  8.  C.,  Mareh  J,  1865. 
* ^ * * '*- 


II.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  10 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  infantry  in  following  order : Third  Brigade  in  advance. 
Second  Brigade  in  the  center,  and  the  First  Brigade  in  rear.  Trains 
and  battery  in  same  order  as  heretofore,  and  infantry  marching  by  the 
side  of  trains,  except  two  regiments  as  an  advance,  and  one  as  a rear 
guard. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Chesterfield^  S.  0.,  March  3,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 

(Eeceived  7.45  p.  m.) 

General  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 

General:  Your  messenger  with  copies  of  General  Howard’s  letter 
and  your  reply  is  received.  I trust  you  have  inarched  in  accordance 
with  your  reply  to  the  geueral,  but  if  not,  do  so  at  once,  for  this  cordis 
is  near  enough  in  support,  and  report  to  General  Howard  your  action 
and  my  orders.  I expect  to  see  you  soon,  and  will  explain  my  reasons 
and  information.  Don’t  break  the  railroad  bridge  across  Thompson’s 
Creek,  as  it  will  be  useful  to  Howard,  but  tap  the  railroad  below  Che- 
raw  at  any  point  convenient  other  than  that  of  Thompson’s  Creek.  We 
hold  Chesterfield,  and  one  of  the  bridges,  viz,  that  on  the  Wades- 
borough  road,  but  the  enemy  burned  the  other  on  the  Cheraw  road, 
two  miles  out,  where  Jackson’s  division  is  now  repairing. 

Have  your  pontoons  at  the  head  of  column,  or  enough  for  150  feet  of 
bridge.  Feign  at  several  points,  but  cross  at  one.  We  will  operate 
north  of  Thompson’s  Creek.  If  you  get  a chance  let  Mower  and  Force 
do  some  of  their  sharp,  quick  work.  I hardly  hope  to  save  the  big 
bridge  across  the  Pedee  at  Cheraw,  but  it  is  worth  the  effort.  Once 
start  the  enemy,  keep  him  going,  and  force  him  across  Pedee,  or  rather 
up  the  plank  road  on  this  side.  Let  us  hear  your  artillery  occasionally, 
but  don’t  waste  ammunition.  When  you  get  the  forks  of  the  road 
below  Thompson’s  Creek  send  me  word  here.  Send  this  to  General  How- 
ard as  explanation  for  your  advance,  and  I want  him  up  as  soon  as  he 
can  get  all  up  in  good  shape.  As  soon  as  you  have  got  both  banks  of 
Thompson’s  Creek,  set  the  engineer  regiment  at  work  on  the  bridge, 
unless  the  banks  are  low  and  favorable  to  pontoons;  but  we  will  want 
the  pontoons  before  you  are  done  with  the  Thomiison’s  Creek  bridge.  I 
take  it  for  granted  the  emuuy  will  burn  the  road  bridge,  but  thirdi  he 
will  spare  the  railroad  bridge.  Cheraw  is  full  of  hospitals,  but  not 
much  stores.  Hardee  is  there,  but  Hampton  is  not.  We  encountered 
Butler’s  cavalry  here,  but  they  gave  to  a skirmish  line. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

^ ^ Cheraw^  S.  0.,  March  J,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Major  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  advance  entered  this 
town  about  12  m.,  having  skirmished  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry  for 
seven  miles.  I endeavored  to  save  the  bridge  on  the  Pedee  by  push- 
ing forward  my  skirmish  line  rapidly  as  possible,  but  just  as  the  men 
reached  it,  it  was  fired  at  the  other  end,  and,  being  pre])ared  with  rosin, 
the  flame  spread  like  lightning,  and  it  was  completely  destroyed.  I 
shall  lay  my  pontoon  to  night  if  possible.  The  enemy  are  in  some 
force  on  the  other  side.  1 found  in  the  city  twenty-four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, heavy  and  light,  and  a large  amount  of  ammunition.  The  com- 
missary stores  were  in  the  depot  and  fired  by  the  enemy  before  leaving. 

Uespectfully, 

FKANK  P.  BLAIK,  Jr., 

Major-General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  57.  ) CheraWj  S.  C.,  March  o',  1865. 

* ***** 

II.  In  order  to  obtain  in  a systematic  manner  the  snpi)lies  that  are 
in  the  city,  the  following  orders  are  made  : 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  cause 
details  to  examine  every  house  in  the  town  and  take  therefrom  all 
breadstuffs,  rice,  potatoes,  meat,  sugar,  &c.,  except  sufficient  to  last 
the  families  in  the  houses  from  which  the  stores  are  taken  ten  days. 

A commissioned  officer  will  accompany  each  detail,  and  he  will  be 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  his  men.  Wagons  will  be  sent 
with  each  detail,  and  the  stores  so  collected  will  be  gathered  together 
and  proportioned  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  W.  Mills,  chief  commissary  of 
subsistence,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  among  the  command. 

The  houses  occupied  by  general  officers  will  not  be  examined. 

Each  house  will  be  examined  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  detail, 
and  the  men  will  not  be  permitted  to  enter  houses  except  in  presence 
of  the  officers. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cherau',  8.  6'.,  March  .5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  The  .major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  he  wishes  you  to  effect  a crossing  and  lodgment,  if  practicable,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Pedee  Biver,  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow.  He 
wishes  you  to  feel  their  skirmish  hue  both  above  and  below  the  bridge, 
in  order  that  a point  may  be  found  where  troops  can  be  crossed  with- 
out loss.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  pontoon  has  been  instructed 
to  furnish  you  what  boats  you  may  want. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Chesterfield,  8.  C.,  Mareh  3,  1865- — 7 a.  ni. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  General  Kilpatrick  reports  that  he  is  near  Blakeny’s, 
and  will  move  to-day  around  the  head  of  Thompsoifs  Creek  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Sinclair’s  and  recon noiter  well  across  to  the  Pedee. 
General  Blair  also  reports  from  his  position  thirteen  miles  Iroin  Cheraw 
on  the  Camden  road.  General  Howard  halted  him  there  till  the 
Fifteenth  got  up  in  supporting  distance.  The  Fifteenth  has  been 
delayed  by  all  sorts  of  misliaps  occasioned  by  high  waters,  but  General 
Blair,  pursuant  to  my  orders,  is  now  moving  stoight  on  Cheraw.  I 
want  you  to  finish  up  the  two  bridges,  get  up  your  troojis  from  the 
rear,  and  move  the  Twentieth  toward  Cheraw,  north  of  Thompson’s 
Creek,  until  you  know  that  General  Blair  is  in  Cheraw,  when  it  will 
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work  across  to  the  plank  road  and  up  to  Sneedsborough,  where  I 
design  your  wing  and  the  cavalry  to  cross  over.  You  may  instruct 
General  Davis  to  move  on  Sneedsborough  at  once,  but  I don’t  see  as 
he  can  do  better  than  to  come  here  and  use  your  upper  bridge  unless 
he  gets  better  roads  and  more  forage  by  Mount  Croghan,  Sinclair’s, 
McQuaig’s,  &c.  I believe  that  Hardee  is  at  Cheraw  with  his  Charles- 
ton garrison,  and  it  may  be  part  of  the  Wilmington  forces,  but  I rather 
think  these  latter  will  be  used  to  meet  Schofield  about  Goldsborough, 
but  1 want  Hardee  attacked  raiiidly  and  boldly,  if  in  any  position  this 
side  the  Pedee.  If  he  makes  the  mistake  to  fight  on  this  side  we 
ought  to  catch  him.  I have  instructed  General  Kilpatrick  to  get  a 
brigade  of  cavalry  across  to  the  plank  road  at  once  to  observe  and 
attack  any  force  moving  on  that  road  from  any  direction.  If  Hardee 
tries  to  escape  toward  Wadesborough  we  must  let  go  our  trains  and 
attack  him  in  flank.  I think  Beauregard,  without  many  wagons,  is 
tied  to  his  Charlotte  and  Danville  railroad.  He  would  not  dare  depend 
on  the  coast  road,  held  as  it  is,  and  threatened  at  Goldsborough.  Let 
us  get  across  the  Pedee  at  all  hazards  as  soon  as  possible,  and  then 
we  are  all  right  with  Fayetteville  as  our  objective  and  the  Cape  Fear 
Kiver  as  an  alternate  base  of  operations. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAK, 

Major  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Chesterfield,  /S'.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  : To-morrow  the  general-in-chief  will  move  into  Cheraw  and 
join  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  wishes  you  to  proceed  and  cross 
the  Pedee  with  your  command  at  Sneedsborough  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  also  directs  me  to  say  he  will  make  full  orders  at  Cheraw  for  the 
next  movement. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Chesterfield  Court-House,  S.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight,  move  to  Sneedsborough, 
and  there  throw  a pontoon  bridge  over  the  river  and  effect  a crossing. 
J am  directed  to  say  that  the  Eight  Wing  has  occupied  Cheraw,  the 
enemy  Imving  evacuated  the  town,  leaving  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery 
and  Aflfifl  stand  of  small-arms.  General  Sherman  lias  iiositive  infor- 
mation of  the  evacnatioii  of  Charleston  and  the  capture  of  Wilmington. 

Very  resiiectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Two  Miles  in  advance  of  HortordSj  March  5,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  if  you  reach  Mount 
Croghan  to-day,  you  make  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  road  leading  to  the 
left  toward  the  Baptist  Church,  and  thence  toward  PowelTs  (and  leav- 
ing Chesterfield  Court-House  to  the  right),  and  if  this  road  is  reported 
practicable  take  it  as  your  route  toward  Cheraw. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Stajf. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompsoids  Creek,  S.  C.,  March  3,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Major  Guindon, 

.Aide-de-Camp,  Major-General  Slocunds  Staff': 

Major:  I am  going  into  camp  at  this  point  with  my  division  after  a 
march  of  twenty-three  miles;  the  bridge  at  this  point  has  been  destroyed 
and  no  ford  for  the  trains.  I will  commence  immediately  the  con- 
struction of  another  bridge,  and  will  push  on  in  the  morning  as  soon 
as  it  is  completed.  .1  am  still  on  what  is  called  Haile’s  Ferry  road, 
and  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  get  any  reliable  information  about  a 
road  leading  to  Sneedsborough.  From  Mount  Croghan  to  this  point 
the  road  is  heavy  but  not  hilly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompson’’ s Greek,  S.  G.,  March  3,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  I am  going  into  camp  with  my  division  at  this  point  after 
a march  of  twenty-three  miles.  The  bridge  over  this  creek  has  been 
destroyed  or  I should  have  gone  two  miles  farther.  Another  bridge 
will  be  immediately  constructed.  I will  jiush  forward  in  the  morning 
as  soon  as  the  bridge  is  completed  in  the  direction  of  Sneedsborough, 
N.  C.,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  this  morning  from  General 
Slocum,  of  which  order  I understand  you  have  been  informed.  The 
road  from  the  top  of  the  hill  this  side  of  Lynch’s  Creek  to  Mount 
Croghan  excellent;  from  that  point  to  the  creek  heavy  but  not  hilly. 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  about  the  trains  of  the  corps  getting  over 
the  roads. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  1).  MXJRGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Orders.!  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Chesterfield,  S.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  toward  Sneedsborough  in  the 
following  order : Third  Division,  Second  Division,  First  Division.  The 
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Third  J3ivision  will  start  at  0.30  a,  iii.  The  other  divisions  will  start  in 
time  to  close  up  to  the  trains  of  the  divisions  that  are  to  precede  them. 
The  troox)S  of  the  Third  Division  will  march  unencumbered  in  the 
advance,  and  will  repair  the  roads  for  the  trains.  General  Geary  will 
dispose  of  his  troops  so  as  to  cover  the  trains  of  his  own  and  General 
Ward’s  division.  General  Jackson  wdll  detail  one  brigade  as  rear 
guard.  The  artillery  will  occupy  the  same  positions  in  the  column  as 
lieretofore.  ‘The  artillery  ammunition  train,  will  follow  the  train  of  the 
Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

OHAS.  MOYEK, 

A cting  A ssista  nt  A djutant-  Gen  era  1. 


Circular. J Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Chesterfield^  S.  0.,  March  J,  1865. 

The  major-general  commanding  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of 
officers  of  this  command  to  orders  and  circulars  previously  published 
in  regard  to  forwarding  captured  maps  to  department  headquarters. 
Maps  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  are  now  particularly  desired  to 
facilitate  military  operations.  Any  person  attached  to  this  corps  who 
now  has  or  hereafter  may  become  in  possession  of  maps  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  will  forward  them  without  delay  to  corps  head- 
(luarters.  There  has  been  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men 
to  comply  with  orders  heretofore  issued  relative  to  the  prompt  trans- 
mittal of  maps  through  tlie  proper  channels,*  those  who  fail  to  do  so 
hereafter  will  be  severely  reprimanded. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  WTlliams: 

H.  W^  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  oe  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldy  Ghesterfieldj  S.  C.,  March  5,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 
Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Comniandimf  Cavalry : 

General:  I got  your  dispatch  from  Blakeny’s  last  night.  I want 
you  to  interpose  between  Charlotte  and  Cheraw  till  we  are  across. 
General  Blair’s  head  of  column  was  thirteen  miles  south  west  of  Chera  w 
last  night.  General  Jackson’s  division  of  Twentieth  Corps  pushed 
Butler’s  cavalry  at  a run  through  Chesterfield  and  across  the  bridges 
of  Thompson’s  Creek,  saving-  the  one  on  the  Wadesborough  road, 
excepting  one  post,  which  the  enemy  had  time  to  cut.  The  other 
bridge,  on  the  Cheraw  road,  was  burned.  The  balance  of  the  corps  is 
pretty  well  strung  out  by* reason  of  the  roads.  I don’t  know  exactly 
where  General  Davis  is,  but  will  direct  him  on  Sneedsborough;  and 
wonld  like  you  to  report  to  me  the  nature  of  the  roads,  especially  the  one 
from  jMount  Croghan  by  Sinclair  ’s.  By  the  way,  that  is  your  true  ])Osi- 
tion,  and  you  should  get. a jrarty  over  on  the  plank  road  on  the  line  of 
Jones’  Creek  and  cut-  off  any  courier-line  from  Wadesborough.  I 
think  Hardee  will  try  and  escape  toward  Wadesborough,  and  in  that 
event  you  Avill  strike  his  flank  anyhow ; and  I want  you  to  let  go  eveiy- 
thing  and  cut  his  column,  reporting  to  me,  that  I may  tlii'ow  infantry 
across;  but  until  i hear  the  exact  state  of  matters  at  Cheraw  will  move 
the  Bight  Wing  on  Cheraw  and  Left  on  Sneedsborough.  1 don’t  much 


Chap.  LTX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC— UNION. 


671 


care  now  wliat  Beauregard  does.  He  lias  no  railroad  now  to  circulate 
on  and  must  foot  it  now,  as  we  do,  and  lie  lias  not  the  trains  that  we 
have.  Still  he  can  move  more  rapidly  than  we.  I want,  of  course,  to  get 
across  Pedee  and  then  will  fight  him  where  he  pleases,  and  don’t  care 
for  his  Yirginia  re-enforcements.  We  have  to  meet  them  sometime, 
and  now  as  well  as  later;  only  let  me  know  in  advance,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  route  or  routes  on  which  his  infantry  moves.  His  cavalry 
gives  no  clue  on  which  I can  judge.  My  belief,  however,  is  that 
Beauregard  is  tied  to  a railroad,  and  that  railroad  will  be  from  Char- 
lotte to  Danville.  I have  no  doubt  that  Wilmington  is,  or  soon  will  be, 
in  our  hands,  and,  moreover,  that  Schofield  will  or  has  made  a lodg- 
ment on  the  Golds  borough  road.  A mere  strong  picket  of  observation 
toward  Monroe,  to  give  General  Davis  notice  of  the  approach  of  danger, 
will  suffice.  The  bulk  of  your  force  should  be  north  of  Thompson’s 
Creek,  from  Burch’s  up  toward  Jones’  Creek.  Beconnoitering  ])arties 
should  examine  Pedee  from  Jones’  Creek  down,  but  do  nothing. to 
show  a purpose  to  cross. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  Generalj  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Army  of  Invasion, 

In  the  Fields  S.  C.,  March  J,  1865, 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Military  Division  of  the  Alississippi : 

Major:  The  enemy  appeared  in  a considerable  force  this  morning 
from  the  direction  of  Monroe,  on  the  road  to  Blakeny’s,  and  skirmished 
with  Colonel  Spencer’s  command,  which  crossed  that  road  at  10  a.  m, 
to-day  at  a point  about  six  miles  north  of  Blakeny’s.  After  striking  the 
Chesterfield  and  Monroe  road  I moved  down  to  Hornsborongh  Post- 
Office,  then  out  upon  the  Wadesborough  road  to  within  ten  miles  of  that 
point,  where  my  own  headquarters  now  are.  My  scouts  have  felt  the 
enemy  all  day  upon  the  left.  I think  Allen’s  division  of  cavalry  is  now 
on  the  road  from  White’s  Store  to  Wadesborough.  I do  not  know 
what  other  forces  of  the  enemy  may  be  with  him.  I send  you  a map*' 
indicating  my  encampment  and  country  watched  by  my  troops.  I have 
had  a horrible  road  to  march  on  to-day.  To-morrow  1 shall  move  to  the 
vicinity  of  Sneedsborough  unless  I hear  from  you.  Five  miles  of  this 
road  will  be  red  slate  and  firm,  after  that  sandy,  and  of  course  good. 
I have  a scouting  party  in  Wadesborough,  who  will  bring  me  informa^ 
tioii  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Artillery  firing  is  now  heard 
north  of  and  near  to  Clay’s  Creek.  Spencer,  an  hour  since,  had  passed 
the  road  coming  in  from  Meltonsville  and  White’s  Store,  and  should  be 
at  this  moment  in  position,  covering  that  road,  where  I directed  him  to 
encamp  to-night.  My  command  is  all  in  camii,  and  I believe  my  posi- 
tion a good  one;  covering,  however,  as  I do  so  many  roads,  I shall 
have  comi)aratively  but  a small  force  to  resist  any  deter  milled  attack 
n[)on  either  one.  I will  be  massed,  however,  at  an  early  hour  to- mor- 
low  morning  on  Chesterfield  and  Wadesborough  I’oad,  at  a ])oint  just 
north  of  Xorth  (Jarolina  line.  Please  inform  me  what  operations  you 
recpiire  of  me  to-morrow,  and,  if  possible,  for  the  next  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATIHCK, 

lirevet  Major- Genera^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Not  found. 
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Wilmington,  March  3,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

I have  no  information  of  yonr  movements  later  than  February  24, 
when  it  is  reported  you  had  turned  eastward  from  about  Ohesterville. 
1 infer  that  you  are  moving  direct  for  your  original  destination,  and 
that  you  may  be  there  by  the  15th  or  IGth.  I liope  to  have  the  railroad 
from  New  Berne  ready  for  you  by  that  time,  and  to  meet  you  with  sup- 
plies. It  will  take  some  time  longer  to  get  this  road  in  nse  for  want  of 
rolling-stock.  Will  have  supplies  here  for  you  if  I learn  you  are  com- 
ing this  way.  My  latest  information  from  General  Grant  is  February 
24.  He  had  then  learned  of  only  three  brigades  of  Lee’s  army  having 
gone  south. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[ Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  20.  ) Wilmington^  W.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 

*****  * 

IV.  The  attention  of  commanding  officers  is  called  to  General  Orders, 
No.  04,  series  of  1862,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 
requiring  that  all  property  captured  by  the  army,  or  seized  by  any 
provost-marshal,  or  taken  up  estray,  or  taken  from  soldiers  marching 
in  the  enemy’s  country,  will  be  turned  over  to  the  chiefs  of  the  staff 
departments  to  which  such  property  would  appertain  on  duty  with  the 
troops,  and  will  be  accounted  for  by  them  as  captured  property  and 
used  for  the  public  service,  unless  claimed  by  owners  and  ordered  by 
the  commanding  general  to  be  returned.  In  accordance  with  the  above 
order  all  captured  horses,  mules,  &c.,  now  in  this  command,  and  all 
captured  in  future,  will  be  at  once  turned  over  to  the  quartermaster’s 
department.  Officers  of  the  inspector-general’s  department  will  strictly 
report  to  these  headquarters  any  non-compliance  with  this  order. 
******* 

VI.  The  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 
will  be  prepared  to  march  at  daylight  on  the  0th  instant.  The  following 
transportation  will  be  allowed,  viz:  One  wagon  to  each  regiment  for 
officers’  baggage,  two  to  each  brigade  headquarters,  four  to  division 
headquarters,  and  three  for  each  battery  to  carry  forage.  All  surplus 
baggage  will  be  stored  in  Wilmington  in  charge  of  an  officer  from  each 
division,  and  will  be  sent  to  the  command  by  rail  or  boat  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Forty  rounds  per  man  of  infantry  ammunition  will  be 
carried  in  wagons,  also  two  days’  rations  of  bread,  coffee,  sugar,  and 
salt.  All  wagons  will  be  loaded  light  (about  1,500  imunds  each),  and 
will  carry  in  addition  five  days’  rations  of  forage  for  their  teams. 
The  troops  Avill  start  with  five  days’  rations,  or  so  much  of  it  as  they 
can  carry  in  haversacks,  which  must  last  them  full  five  days.  If  the 
Twenty-third  Corps  has  not  the  full  allowance  of  transportation  required 
by  this  order,  the  deficiency  will  be  supplied  by  the  chief  quarter- 
master from  Major-General  Terry’s  corps.  Capt.  George  C.  Winslow, 
assistant  quartermaster,  will  act  a.s  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  and  will  attend  to  the  distribution  of  the  transpor- 
tation required  by  this  order. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

A.  A.  CAMINIELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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(Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Third  Division, 

[ Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  ) Northeast  Station^  N.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

T.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  First  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will 
report  with  his  command  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  Bates,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

II.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirtieth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops 
will  re])ort  with  his  command  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  Bates,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine: 

SOLON  A.  CAPTEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  4.  ) New  Berne.,  N.  0.,  March  3,  1865. 

The  exigencies  of  the  service  require  that  the  railroad  from  More- 
head  City  to  iSew  Berne  and  the  front  be  devoted  exclusively  to  mili- 
tary business.  Transportation  of  jiassengers  and  freight  for  private 
purposes  will  cease  from  and  after  this  date.  Officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  will  be  passed  upon  showing  their  authority  for  being  absent 
from  their  commands.  Soldiers  will  be  passed  either  upon  the  author- 
ity of  their  commanding  officers  when  present  or  upon  transportation 
tickets  issued  by  the  quartermaster’s  department.  Civilian  employes 
of  the  Government  and  others  engaged  in  public  business  or  duty  will 
be  passed  upon  passes  issued  from  the  quartermaster’s  department,  or 
by  the  commandants  at  New  Berne  and  Morehead  City.  Railroad 
employes  and  laborers  will  be  passed  upon  tickets  issued  by  Col.  W. 
\V.  Wright,  chief  of  the  construction  corps.  Civilians  not  in  Govern- 
ment employ  wall  be  passed  in  cases  of  necessity  only  on  passes  issued 
from  these  headquarters  or  those  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer  at  New 
Berne.  No  tickets  will  be  sold  and  no  money  for  fares  will  be  collected 
on  the  trains.  A military  superintendent  and  military  conductors  for 
the  trains  wdll  be  appointed  by  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  commanding 
First  Division  of  the  district,  and  wdll  be  charged  with  the  execution 
of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  5.  \ New  Berne,  N.  0.,  March  3,  1865. 

I.  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart,  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  district,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

II.  The  organization  of  the  troo])s  of  the  district  into  divisions  being 
only  provisional  and  temporary,  the  duties  of  the  mustering  department 
will  be])erformed  for  the  district  and  the  divisions  thereof  as  heretofore 
by  Lieut.  Col.  T.  .1.  Kennedy,  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery, 
assistant  commissary  of  musters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  2.  ) N^ew  Berne,  N.  C.,  Mar  eh  3,  1865. 

*****#?«: 

XIV.  The  coDimanding  officer  of  Eoanoke  Island  will  at  once  forward 
to  New  Berne  all  the  officers  and  men  of  thetrooxis  at  Eoanoke  Island, 
excex)t  the  One  hundred  and  first  and  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  Captain  Kimball  will  furnish  the  necessary  trans- 
portation without  delay. 

#*#*#** 


XVI.  The  brigade  of  Colonel  Boughton  will  march  at  daylight  to- 
morrow morning,  executing  its  previous  orders. 

XVII.  That  xiortion  of  the  Second  Brigade  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Curtiss  will  march  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
X)oiut  indicated  in  i)revious  orders.  Upon  arrival  there  he  will  rexiort 
Ids  command  to  Colonel  Claassen,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  X.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Mareh  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  AV.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  TI.  S.  Armies,  Washington,  J),  C.  : 

General:  Several  cases  having  been  referred  to  me  lately  from 
authorized  traders  at  blockaded  x^orts  regarding  the  disposition  that 
should  be  made  of  goods  received  by  them  in  barter  or  by  x)urchase  from 
the  inhabitants  residing  within  our  lines  in  their  vicinity,  I request 
that  the  question  be  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  his  advice  thereon.  Parties  receiving  such  articles  usually 
desire  to  shi])  them  Xorth  to  be  sold.  The  question  is,  can  they  be 
shipped  Xorth  from  a blockaded  x^ort  with  a permit  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  in  each  case"?  I entertain  the  oxnnion  that  articles 
other  than  cotton  received  in  exchange  for  goods  which  enter  a block- 
aded port  as  a military  necessity  may  leave  that  port  under  the  same 
necessity,  and  I shall  so  decide  and  act  in  any  urgent  cases  which  may 
require  action  on  my  x^art  before  I learn  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  But  goods  actually  x)urchased  for  money  ax)xiear  to  be 
on  a different  footing. 

I am,  sir,  very  res])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- Geiieral  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  Mareh  3,  1865. 

(Eeceived  8.10  x^.  m.  7th.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Washington,  T).  C.: 

About  3,209  white  troo])S,  organized  as  a division  of  two  brigades? 
will  move  at  once,  as  ordered  in  your  letter  of  February  19.  The  x)rison- 
ers  for  exchange  will  start  north  to-morrow  or  next  day.  I have  no 
recent  news  from  General  Sherman. 


Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  ,of  the  South, 

Hilton  Headj  8.  C.j  March  3^  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

(Received  8.10  p.  m.  7tli.) 


Major-General  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  &c.,  Washington,  I).  C.: 

General:  For  reasons  tliat  will  be  communicated  by  letter,  I shall 
send  but  one  brig^ade  of  white  troops  north  at  present,  in  compliance 
with  your  order  of  the  19th  of  February. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

March  3,  1865. 


General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General,  Washington,  I).  C.: 

We  want  coal  for  steamers.  Were  it  not  for  a couple  of  transient 
steamers  now  here  I would  not  be  able  to  carry  out  the  orders  which  I 
have  received  for  moving  troops.  Gaift  something  be  done  for  us? 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> ■ Department  of  .the  South, 

No.  39.  ) Charlesto7i,  S.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 

**#**## 

IX.  The  steamer  Savannah,  as  soon  as  she  shall  have  taken  on 
rations  and  ordnance  stores  and  a guard,  will  proceed  to  Bonneau’s 
Ferry,  on  the  East  Branch  of  Oooiier  River,  and  ferry  at  that  point 
across  the  river  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  and  Twenty-first  IJ.  S. 
Colored  Troops.  The  commanders  of  the  troops  will  then  endeavor  to 
communicate  with  Brigadier-General  Potter  and  supply  his  command 
with  rations  and  act  under  his  orders.  If  the  steamer  can  go  ui)  the 
river  as  far  as  Huger’s  Bridge  it  will  do  so  for  the  xmrpose  of  communi- 
cating with  General  Potter.  The  commander  of  the  steamer  will  be 
held  responsible  that  this  order  is  obeyed. 

*^  * # * * # * 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

Note. — If  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers  and  Twenty- 
first  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  should  not  be  at  the  place  indicated  the 
steamer  will  await  their  arrival. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cher  aw,  S.  C.,  March  i,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Afississippi  : 

General:  Inclosed  i)lease  iind  a copy  of  my  order  of  march.  I do 
not  expect  to  get  everything  across  and  the  bridge  taken  iq)  till  Mon- 
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clay  night,  so  that  General  John  E.  Smith  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
will  have  ample  opportunity  to  fill  up  their  wagons.  I expect  the 
mounted  force  I sent  to  Florence  will  be  back  before  Monday  night. 
There  is  a story  that  6,000  of  the  Twenty- third  Corps  have  arrived  at 
Fayetteville. 

Kespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 


Special  ' 
Field  Orders, 
No.  53.  : 

* * 


Headc^uarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Cheraic,  S.  (7.,  March  4,  1865. 
* # * * # 


II.  The  next  series  of  movements  of  this  command  will  be  on  Fayette- 
ville, N.  C.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan 
commanding,  will  move  via  Harrington^s,  Quick’s  Church,  Springfield, 
Laurinburg,  and  Gilchrist’s  Church.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Major-General  Blair  commanding,  will  move  via  Bennettsville,  Barn’s 
Bridge,  Stewartsville,  and  Gilopolis  or  Campbell’s  Bridge.  General 
Blair  will  cross  the  Pedee  with  his  leading  division  and  all  its  mate- 
rial to-night.  At  6 a.  m.  to-morrow  General  Logan  will  cross  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith’s  division  and  move  it  out  via  J.  W.  Harring- 
ton’s to  the  vicinity  of  Phill’s  Creek,  taking  possession  of  Irby’s  Mills 
for  the  use  of  the  division.  General  Blair  will  follow  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  command  and  move  out  to  the  vicinity  of  Naked  Creek  and 
take  possession  of  *1111  mills,  near  Bennettsville.  The  provost-guard  of 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  on  duty  in  the  town,  will  be  relieved  to- 
morrow by  a guard  from  the  rear  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
As  soon  as  the  crossing  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  is  completed 
the  remainder  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  follow  and  move  out, 
with  its  head  of  column  on  Phill’s  Creek. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A,  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  CheratVj  S.  (7.,  March  J,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General:  I have  just  received  your  note  and  the  copy  of  your 
orders.  I would  not  be  surprised  if  it  were  true  that  some  of  Scho- 
field’s command  were  at  Fayetteville.  I know  Grant’s  anxiety  for  us, 
and  lie  Avill  move  heaven  and  earth  to  co-operate.  Your  orders  are  all 
right.  I have  Avritten  to  Slocum,  aaJio  is  at  Sneedsborough,  and  he 
Avill  use  the  road  from  Sneedsborough  by  Mark’s  Creek  and  McFarland’s 
Bridge,  and  all  roads  north  of  it.  It  may  be  well  for  you  to  let  Slocum 
have  a day’s  start,  that  the  columns  may  assume  an  echelon  tOAvard  the 
north.  Slocum  can  hardl}^  have  all  across  earlier  than  Tuesday,  and  I 
have  intimated  that  1 Avould  like  him  to  be  ten  miles  out  during  all 
Tuesday.  The  river  Avith  him  seems  to  be  Avider  than  with  you.  Get  a 
good  scout  or  tAvo  ready  for  me  to  send  a messenger  to  Wilmington  as 
soon  as  any  of  your  heads  of  column  is  across  Lumber  Kiver. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEBMAN, 

Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 
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IlDQKS.  Department  and  Army  oe  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw^  (7.,  March  1865 — 9,10  p.  m, 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : Your  note  jnst  received.  I will  try  and  have  the  scout 
ready  for  you.  I would  rather  make  short  marches,  if  you  do  not 
object,  on  account  of  supplies,  than  to  halt  for  General  Slocum. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

CJieraw,  8.  0.,  March  4,  1865. 

The  attention  of  corps  commanders  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
foragers  are  in  the  habit  of  destroying  or  rendering  useless  the  mills 
along  the  line  of  march  and  frequently  burning  large  quantities  of  grain 
which  are  of  great  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  army.  Last  night  a 
large  quantity,  over  1,000  bushels  of  shelled  corn,  was  destrbyed  by 
the  unauthorized  burning  of  store  buildings  in  this  town.  The  general 
commanding  desires  that  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  army  some 
measures  be  taken  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  this  destruction. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 

> Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ko.  24.  ) Beaufort.,  8.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

* 

II.  Maj.  C.  H.  Howard,  aide-de-camp,  staff  of  the  major-general 
commanding,  will  forthwith  proceed  to  Washington,  D.  G.,  on  important 
public  business,  which  transacted  he  will  return  without  unnecessary 
delay  via  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  and  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  vuth  the  view 
of  joining  the  major-general  commanding  in  the  field.  United  States 
Government  transports  and  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish 
him  the  necessary  transportation. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  : 

SAME.  L.  TAGGART, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cher  aw,  8.  0.,  March  4,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
commanding  general,  the  propriety  of  releasing  the  prisoners  we  now 
have  belonging  to  the  South  Carolina  militia,  old  men  and  boys,  on 
their  jiarole  and  oath  not  to  serve  against  the  United  States  during 
the  war.  They  are  now  but  a burden  to  us,  reciuiring  an  issue  of  sub- 
sistence when  it  is  necessary  to  husband  our  supply,  and  can  scarcely 
be  looked  upon  as  fit  subjects  for  im])risonment  or  exchange. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraiv,  aS'.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commamling  Fiftec^ith  Army  Corps: 

General:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Strong  spoke  to  me  this  morning 
about  the  mill  near  Kellytown.  I did  not  order  General  Oliver  to 
run  the  mill  for  General  Smith,  but  said  to  him  that  I believed  his  own 
wagons  were  tilled,  or  that  he  had  a plenty,  and  in  case  that  was  so,  1 
wished  him  to  run  the  mill  for  General  Smith.  I should  be  much 
pleased  if  General  Hazen  would  furnish  General  Smith  with  three  or 
four  days’  supply.  At  any  rate,  general,  keep  General  Smith  ahead 
until  he  has  filled  his  wagons. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  nOWAKD, 

Major- General. 


. Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cher  aw.,  S.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
broke  camp  at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  and  moving  over  Thomp- 
son’s Creek,  followed  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division,  on  the  main 
road  to  Cheraw.  Leaching  Cheraw,  I took  a road  leading  almost 
north,  and  marched  one  mile  above  the  town,  where  I went  into  camp, 
fronting  my  troops  northeast,  and  connecting  my  left  and  right,  respect- 
ively, with  the  Fourth  and  Second  Divisions.  Distance  made  to-day, 
six  miles.  My  headquarters  are  near  those  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 

■ I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw,  aS'.  C.,  March  J,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report*  that  this  command  marched  at 
G.30  a.  m.  to  day.  Came  upon  the  rear  of  First  Division  at  Johnson’s 
Creek,  where  halted  until  2 p.  m.,  then  moved  forward  to  Cheraw, 
where  camped,  having  marched  eleven  miles.  Casualties,  1 man 
wounded. 

A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cher  aw,  >8.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Generaf  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp 
near  Juniper  Creek,  on  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  at  7 o’clock  this 
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a.  m.,  and  marched  to  and  north  of  Oheraw,  following  Second  Division, 
distance  twelve  miles.  The  last  of  the  command  bivouacked  at  10  p.  m. 
on  plank  road,  in  rear  of  the  left  of  Fourth  Division.  The  infantry  is 
encamped  in  column  by  regiment,  the  First  Brigade  upon  the  right  and 
the  Second  upon  the  left  of  the  above-named  road,  artillery  and  trains 
in  rear.  These  headquarters  are  about  500  yards  iii  rear  of  the  First 
Brigade.  I would  also  state  that  I did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  any 
meal  from  General  Corse. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Alajor- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  Bowels  Plantation,  S.  C.,  Alarch  4,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  movements  of  my 
command  this  instant:  I broke  camp  on  Thompson’s  Creek  at  7.30  a.  m., 
crossed  this  creek  and  moved  on  the  direct  Camden  and  Cheraw  road 
toCheraw;  thence  on  the  Chesterfield  road  adistanceof  two  miles,  Avhere 
my  command  is  now  in  bivouac  for  the  night  on  the  left  of  General 
Woods’  division.  I found  it  necessary  to  lay  half  a mile  of  corduroy 
m order  to  pass  my  trains. 

I am,  very  respectfulljq  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Thompson’’ s Bridge,  S.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  C.  Burkhardt, 

Commanding  Twenty -ninth  Alis.sonri  Infantry: 

Major:  You  will  please  move  your  command  to  the  cross-roads 
seven  miles  from  Cheraw,  on  the  Camden  and  Cheraw  road,  and  there 
await  further  orders.  Your  command  will  join  the  mounted  forces  of 
the  army  for  an  expedition  of  several  days.  You  will  provide  your 
men  with  the  necessary  ammunition. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistan t Adj utan t-  Genera  1. 

(Same  to  Lieut.  Col.  Hector  rerriii.  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry.) 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cheraw,  !8.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  tSeventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  directs  that  the  Xinth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  be  ordered  to  reiiort  to  Major-General  Logan  to  join  with  an 
ex])edition  being  organized  by  him  to  go  to  Florence.  The  expedition 
will  rendezvous  at  the  cross-roads,  seven  miles  from  (Tieraw,  at  9 a.  m. 
to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


A.  M,  VAN  DYKE, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

CheratCy  8.  (7.,  March  i,  18ii5. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Dwision  : 

General:  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you 
that  be  wishes  you  to  cross  your  command  as  soon  as  the  bridge  is 
completed  and  take  up  a strong  position  on  the  opposite  side.  Leave 
the  brigade  now  doing  provost  duty  until  further  orders.  The  general 
wishes  that  brigade  to  remain  until  the  command  is  all  across.  You 
will  cross  your  trains  with  the  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cher  aw  ^ 8.  C'.,  March  J,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistajit  Adjutant- General^  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain  : I have  just  been  down  at  the  river,  and  I find  that  there  is 
but  one  section  of  the  bridge  there.  The  officer  in  command  informs 
me  that  he  cannot  lay  the  bridge  without  more  boats  and  bridge 
materials. 

1 would  suggest  that  a party  of  cavalry  be  sent  down  the  river  to 
give  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  rebel  gun-boat  Pedee,  should  it 
attempt  to  come  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 

ALajor- General^  U.  8.  Volmiteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheratv^  8.  C.,  March  f,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  E.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
you  need  not  move  from  your  iiresent  camp  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw^  8.  C.,  March  J,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

General:  The  major  general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  send  one  regiment  from  your  command  down  the  railroad.  They 
will  march  as  far  as  they  can  to-day  and  encamp.  To-morrow  they  will  . 
start  back  and  destroy  all  trestle-work  and  bridges  returning.  Let 
them  take  all  the  ])ack  animals  they  can  and  bring  back  forage.  The 
general  wishes  a re])ort  of  their  ojierations. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 

' Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqks.  First  Brig.,  Fourth  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Cheraw^  S.  6'.,  March  4,  1865. 

Capt.  Ad.  Ware,  Jr., 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen..,  Fourth  Biv.^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  Iu  compliance  with  instr actions  from  headquarters  Fourth 
Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  I directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ilib- 
bets,  commanding  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  proceed  with  his 
regiment  down  the  Darlington  and  Cheraw  Kailroad,  and  destroy  the 
trestle-work  on  said  road  as  far  down  as  he  could  go  to-day.  I accom- 
panied the  regiment  to  Thompson’s  Creek;  found  the  railroad  and  dirt 
road  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  A floating  bridge  was  at  once 
constructed  and  the  troops  and  horses  passed  over.  A report  of  the 
operations  of  the  regiment  after  crossing  the  creek  will  be  made  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hibbets  and  forwarded  on  his  return.  I found  COO 
feet  of  high  trestle-work  on  this  side  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  caused 
the  same  to  be  destroyed,  also  one  box-car. 

I am,  captain,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B,  F.  POTTS, 
Brigadier-  Getter  at. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field ^ Cheraw ^ S.  (7.,  March  J,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing.,  Sneedshorough  : 

General  : I got  here  at  10  a.  m.  and  found  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
in  town  and  laying  a pontoon  bridge  across  the  Pedee.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps  is  also  here,  and  their  trains  are  coming  in  all  safe.  The  bridge 
is  down;  one  division  (Mower’s)  is  across  and  is  skirmishing  about  two 
miles  out.  Hardee  commanded  here,  and  had,  it  is  said,  about  15,000 
men,  but  I doubt  if  he  had  more  than  the  Charleston  garrison  and 
S.  D.  Lee’s  corps,  in  all,  10,000.  There  was  a gun-boat  here  that  had 
come  up  when  the  Vankees  got  Georgetown,  but  it  was  blown  up  to  dry 
about  six  miles  down  the  river.  There  is  a good  deal  of  property  here, 
such  as  guns  (twenty-five),  ammunition,  &c.,  and  more  of  a town  than 
I expected  to  find.  General  Howard  has  sent  a mounted  force  to 
destroy  iiublic  property  at  and  near  Florence,  which  cannot  return 
before  the  day  after  to-morrow,  by  which  time  1 think  he  can  have  all 
his  command  across.  Of  course  the  sooner  we  reach  Fayetteville  the 
better,  but  we  must  move  iu  compact  masses,  as  either  column  may 
encounter  the  whol<‘,  of  Hardee’s  command,  and  it  may  be  re  enforced 
by  some  from  Charlotte.  . 

I have  no  doubt  Bchofield  is  at  work  in  North  Carolina.  I feel 
assured  he  is  fully  possessed  of  my  views  and  will  have  Goldsborough 
with  both  the  Wilmington  and  New  Berne  roads  done  by  the  15th,  the 
day  ai)pointed.  Still,  it  is  but  lU’udent  to  continue  as  heretofore  to  col- 
lect all  the  food  possible,  in  case  we  are  delayed  thereabouts.  There  is 
a story  afloat  that  (>,000  of  Schofield’s  men  are  already  at  Fayetteville, 
which  will  be  a great  success,  better  than  we  expected;  but  I know 
Grant  will  spare  no  efforts  to  second  us;  he  is  fully  alive  to  the  impor- 
tance of  our  movement.  Get  your  bridge  down  and  cross  over  as  fast 
as  possible,  and  stretch  out  on  the  road  you  want,  and  I will  order 
General  Howard  to  conform  to  you.  If  you  can  get  out  ten  miles 
during  all  Tuesday  it  will  be  as  much  as  I exi)ect. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SIIFBMAN, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Pedee  River j K (7.,  March  4,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt,  Gen.  and,  Chief  of  Staffs  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

Colonel  : My  division  went  into  camp  this  3.30  p.  in.  on  the  hanks 
of  the  Pedee,  on  the  riglit  of  the  Twentieth  Cordis,  just  below  Sneeds- 
boroug’h,  by  order  of  General  Slocum,  making  a march  of  fifteen  miles, 
the  first  five  miles  over  bad  roads,  the  last  ten  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  1).  MORGAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Cav.  Command,  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  4,  1865 — 7.  a.  m. 


[Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton:] 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Hampton  attacked 
me  with  his  entire  command  at  4 p.  m.  yesterday  near  my  headquar- 
ters, where  Alajor  Audenried  found  me.  I was  not  in  position,  but  was 
iust  leaving  camp;  however;  such  attack  was  repulsed,  until  I could 
mass  my  troops,  when  he  again  made  a deliberate  attack,  and  was 
finally  repulsed  about  7 p.  m.  last  evening.  I expected  to  fight  this 
morning,  but  1 find  that  the  enemy  has  left  my  front,  and  I believe 
him  to  be  moving  for  Walks  Ferry,  via  Wadesborough.  General 
Baird’s  division  encamped  last  night  five  miles  from  this  point  on  road 
to  Sneedsborough.  General  Carlin’s  division  is  now  passing.  1 
believe  the  entire  country  now  in  rear  to  be  free  of  the  enemy.  I 
await  your  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Wilmington,  March  4,  1865. 

(Received  12th.) 

Major-General  Sherman: 

I expect  to  get  Goldsborough  by  the  14th  or  15th  of  this  month  if  I 
have  force  enough  to  take  it,  and  to  have  the  railroad  running  from 
New  Berne  as  far  as  I go.  It  will  take  some  time  longer  to  get  the 
road  111  use  from  this  point.  We  have  no  rolling-stock  here.  If  you 
find  it  necessary  to  come  this  way  supplies  can  be  sent  you  by  boat  up 
the  river  as  far  as  Elizabethtown.  If  you  go  direct  to  Goldsborough 
I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  having  sujiplies  there  or  near 
there  on  your  arrival.  If  I find  you  are  keeping  off  from  the  coast 
I shall  push  out  toward  Raleigh  and  join  you.  1 have  received  noth- 
ing from  you  yet.  Such  information  as  I have  places  you  about  Rock- 
ingham to-day.  I have  not  heard  from  General  Grant  since  the  25tl). 
No  material  change  had  taken  iilace  about  Richmond  at  that  time. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 


Major-General. 
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I-Teadquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  March  4j  1865. 

General  G.  S.  Dodoe, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster: 

General:  All  wagons,  animals,  and  other  property  which  may 
arrive  at  this  harbor  for  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  are  to  be  sent 
to  Morehead  City,  also  all  that  are  now  here,  but  not  unloaded  to-day. 
Property  now  here,  and  not  taken  with  the  troops  on  the  Otli,  will  await 
further  orders.  The  teams  unloaded  to-day  are  to  be  turned  over  to 
General  Terry’s  quartermaster  to  replace  those  furnished  by  him  to 
Twenty-third  Army  Corps.  The  pontoon  train,  which  is  expected  from 
the  North,  will  be  sent  to  Morehead  City;  also  any  troops  which  may 
arrive  from  the  Department  of  the  South.  Please  have  as  little  delay 
as  possible  in  transmitting  orders  to  vessels  that  may  arrive.  It  will 
probably  be  best  for  you  to  remain  here  until  these  matters  are  adjusted, 
but  I will  see  when  1 arrive  at  New  Berne  what  the  necessities  are 
there.  If  the  Manchester  Eailroad  people  succeed  in  getting  in  their 
trains,  which  I do  not  count  on,  take  possession  of  them  and  turn  them 
over  to  Colonel  Wright  on  his  arrival.  It  will  probably  be  well  to 
leave  one  or  two  engines  and  some  cars  west  of  the  river.  Do  not  send 
away  the  light-draft  sea  steamers  that  have  been  detained  here,  unless 
they  are  called  for  from  the  North,  but  call  my  attention  to  the  matter 
in  a week  or  ten  days. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

^ Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Batchelder^s  Creelc.  Alarch  f , 1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  2d  came  to  hand  this  evening.  The 
concentration  of  my  troops  at  Core  Creek  is  completed  to-night,  except 
as  to  a couple  of  detachments,  one  of  which  was  ordered  in  from  Boan- 
oke  Island,  and  the  other  from  a position  on  our  left.  The  rains  have 
been  continuous  since  I left  Wilmington,  and  as  a result  the  roads  from 
New  Berne  to  Core  Creek  are  nearly  impassable.  The  distance  by 
road,  about  twenty  miles,  could  ordinarily  have  been  made  in  a day, 
but  over  two  days  have  now  been  taken  by  the  troops  in  the  movement, 
and  the  commandants  report  that  they  have  pushed  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  railroad  is  repaired  to-night  to  within  one  mile  of  Core  Creek, 
seven  miles  having  been  put  in  order  during  the  past  two  days.  The 
telegraph  will  reach  the  same  point  by  noon  to-morrow,  and  I shaf 
then  move  my  headquarters  to  that  point,  and  the  troops  can  be  resup- 
plied with  rations  and  move  another  step  in  advance.  Begarding  the 
rapid  reconstruction  of  the  railroad  as  the  most  important  thing,  I 
have  turned  over  to  the  construction  corps  a portion  of  our  teams  to 
haul  bridge  timbers  and  railroad  ties  from  the  woods,  so  that  we  have 
only  ten  wagons  to  a division  for  field  use.  It  is  of  course  manifest  that 
so  small  amount  of  transportation  can  do  no  more  than  keep  troops  sup- 
idied  within  a mile  or  two  of  the  railroad  terminus,  especially  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  roads.  This  constitutes  my  chief  embarrass- 
ment, for  I have  no  doubt  of  my  ability  to  go  into  Kinston  whenever  I 
can  feed  my  command  there.  The  railroad  from  (Jore  Creek  to  Kinston, 
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a distance  of  about  thirteen  miles,  has  been  totally  destroyed,  the  ties 
having  been  burned  and  the  rails  carried  off,  the  road-bed  being  used 
as  a turnpike  road  by  the  rebels  for  a year  or  more  past.  Colonel 
Wright,  chief  engineer,  cannot  promise  to  build  more  tlian  from  one 
mile  to  one  and  a half  per  day  of  this  road,  and  has  on  hand  only  six 
miles  of  iron.  He,  however,  expects  a full  supply  before  this  will  be 
laid.  The  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Kinston  are  reported  about  1,500 
strong,  with  a tete-de-pont  on  this  side  of  the  river  in  which  are  sev- 
eral pieces  of  artillery,  variously  reported  from  four  to  eight.  The 
rebel  troops  are  not  of  the  most  reliable  character,  being  many  of  them 
Junior  Reserves,  &c.  Their  gun-boat  or  ram  is  reported  to  be  anchored 
just  under  the  railroad  bridge  preparatory  to  blowing  up  her  and  the 
bridge  together  if  forced  to  evacuate.  This  vessel  is  believed  to  draw 
too  much  water  to  move  away  from  her  moorings  except  in  a freshet. 
I have  not  reckoned  her  as  an  item  of  any  consequence  in  the  present 
problem,  though  if  she  be  Avorth  anything  the  present  great  rise  of 
Avater  in  the  river  gives  them  an  opportunity  to  show  it.  By  the  time 
you  could  reach  Kinston,  according  to  the  tenor  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
2d,  I should,  even  if  obliged  to  confine  myself  closely  to  the  railroad, 
be  closely  investing  that  place  and  able  to  open  communication  Avith 
you  whenever  you  reach  the  vicinity,  for  there  are  at  present  no  indi- 
cation of  the  enemy’s  operating  in  any  force  on  tliis  side  the  Keuse.  I 
am  having  obstructions  remoA'ed  from  the  Keuse  near  New  Berne  in 
order  to  run  up  some  light  boats  and  flats,  with  a \dew  to  ferry  a portion 
of  the  command  over  the  riA^er  below  Kinston  and  push  at  once  for  that 
place  in  rear.  I shall  do  this  ay ithin  three  days  unless  1 get  information 
proving  it  entirely  impracticable.  My  hope  is  tliat  I shall  in  this  way 
take  the  town,  and  possibly  be  able  to  supply  myself  during  the  high 
water  by  the  river  from  Noay  Berne.  While  this  is  progressing  I shall 
push  a sufficient  force  as  close  uj)  to  Kinston  as  they  can  be  supplied, 
and  shall  use  a portion  of  the  caA^alry  battalion  to  reconnoiter  as  far  to 
the  left  as  possible,  so  as  to  meet  the  head  of  your  column  at  the  ear- 
liest day  and  hour.  The  roads  from  Kinston  in  tlie  direction  of  Kenans- 
ville  are  reported  good  and  dry.  Those  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston 
are  now  almost  completely  under  water.  There  are  numerous  points 
aboA'e  Kinston  where  a ])ontoon  bridge  could  be  very  easily  laid  if  you 
should  be  able  to  move  the  train  with  you.  The  troops  Avere  all  in  the 
Amrious  garrisons  of  the  district  on  my  arrival  at  Kew  Berne,  and  as 
they  had  been  in  barracks  for  about  two  years  I found  many  inevitable 
delays  in  getting  them  into  the  field.  I haA^e  been  able,  lioweA^er,  to 
keep  the  railroad  men  fully  employed  without  delaying  them  to  wait 
for  trooi)S  to  move  by  pushing  detachments  out  in  advance.  I assure 
you  that  nothing  Avhicli  energy  and  industry  can  accomplish  shall  be 
left  undone,  and  I haA^e  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  soh^e  the  supply 
question  by  the  river  route  just  as  soon  as  the  river  obstructions  can 
be  got  out  of  the  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-(Te)ie)'aL 


Headquarters  Dis'I’kiot  of  Beat  fort,  - 
Batch  elder's  Creel',  K.  (7.,  Mareli  d,  7(S6VL 
Col.  Charles  H.  Steaa^art, 

Third  Xeiv  York  Volunteer  Artillery : 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  dii-ects  me  to  say  that  paragra])h  J, 
General  Orders,  No.  5,  from  these  head(piarters,  will  not  be  interpreted 
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as  relieviug  you  for  the  present  from  duty  as  commandant  of  the  post 
and  fortifications  of  ]New  Berne,  as  he  deems  your  duties  at  Kew  Berne 
of  much  more  importance  than  any  that  would  devolve  upon  you  as 
chief  of  artillery  under  existing  circumstances  and  situation  of  the 
forces  in  the  field.  You  will  be  notified  when  a change  of  circum- 
stances will  requii’o  your  i)reseuce  at  the  front. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Xorthern  District, 

V Department  of  the  South, 

Xo.  40.  ) Charleston.,  S.'C.,  March  4,  1865. 

* * . * * * * * 

III.  Col.  E.  A.  Carman,  Thirteenth  Xew  Jersey  Volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Brigade,  relieving  Col.  H.  von  Hammerstein,  who 
will  be  assigned  to  a command  by  him. 

* * * * * * # 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEOXARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut..,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Xorthern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  tl.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Col.  E.  X.  Hallowell, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel  : You  will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  embark  for 
Savannah  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  furnished  them,  when  you 
will  be  notified  from  these  headquarters.  On  arriving  at  Savannah 
you  will  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Grover,  commanding.  The 
Thirty-fourth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  in  readiness  to  embark  for 
Florida. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEOXARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Ma.ss.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Chcraiv,  S.  C.,  March  5, 1865. 

Maj.  Gei).  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  An  escaped  prisoner,  belonging  to  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
who  came  in  last  night,  reports  that  he  heard  Genei'al  Butler  tell  one 
of  his  officers,  who  was  going  to  take  the  order  to  a part  of  his  command 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  tliat  the  whole  army  (rebel),  trains  and  all, 
would  pass  through  Rockingham. 

Respectfully, 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


686 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA. 


[Chap.  LIX. 


Huqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cher  aw  ^ 8.  6\,  March  5,  1865. 

Major-Greiieral  Sherman  : 

General  : T\yo  deserters  from  the  enemy  came  in  to-day  and  gave 
themselves  up  to  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  They  report 
that  their  command  has  gone  to  Charlotte.  Captain  Duncan,  who  is 
scouting  toward  Fockingham,  also  reports  that  a column  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Charlotte.  He  found  six  caissons  Avhich  the  enemy  had 
abandoned.  These  are  in  addition  to  those  I told  you  of  to-day. 
Kesx)ectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAFD, 

Major-General. 


IIdqrs.  Department  and  Army^  of  the  Tennessee, 

CheratVj  8.  0.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississijypi : 

General  : In  conversation  with  a citizen  this  evening  he  accident- 
ally let  drop  the  information  that  Joe  Johnston  is  generally  expected  to 
be  marching  x^arallel  with  us,  and  was  ex^iected  at  Wadesborough 
before  this  with  the  force  at  Charlotte.  Hardee  doubtless  thinks  he 
will  form  a junction  with  him  at  or  near  Eockingham.  This,  taken  in 
connection  with  deserters’  report  that  they  (the  rebels)  mean  yet  to 
resist  us  between  this  point  and  Fayetteville,  maites  me  think  that  some 
such  thing  may  be  Johnston’s  design,  taking  the  offensive,  particularly 
if  he  can  isolate  a cor])s.  I think  he  is  too  late. 

V ery  respectfull}^, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


General  1 Headqx arters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Eo.  12.  ) Cheraw,  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

The  attention  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army  is  called  to  the 
gross  and  criminal  practice  of  profane  swearing  which  i)revails  and  is 
increasing  amongst  us,  so  much  so  that  every  sense  of  good  principle 
and  good  taste  is  outraged.  Have  we  forgotten  that  God  is  our  kind 
Father  and  that  He  is  helping  us?  Every  insult  to  Him  is  a scourge 
to  ourselves  and  invites  disaster  to  our  noble  cause. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard; 

A.  M.  VAN  DAH^E, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Xear  Cheraw^  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date,  with  reference  to  the  crossing  of  my  command 
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over  the  Pedee  Eiver,  and  in  reply  thereto  would  inform  you  that  I can 
have  everything  across  by  12  o’clock.  I would  respectfully  inquire 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  that  I shall 
encamp  my  command  on  PhilFs  Creek  or  move  farther  out.  I have  the 
honor  to  request  instructions  on  this  head. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOOAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cher  aw.)  S.  C.,  Mar  eh  .5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  The  general  commanding  requests  that  you  direct  the 
brigade  now  guarding  the  town  to  remain  until  the  return  of  your 
mounted  infantry  from  Florence,  and  guard  the  pontoon  train  as  far  as 
Springfield. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cher  aw.)  8.  C.,  March  J,  1865, 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division.)  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
move  your  command  across  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  Kiver  to- 
morrow morning  at  7 a.  m.  Corps  and  military  division  headquarters 
will  move  with  your  division.  The  corps  supply  train  will  move  with 
your  supply  train.  You  will  please  encamp  your  command  in  position 
along  PhilFs  Creek. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cheraw.  8.  C.,  March  .5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  8econd  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  division  across  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  Piver 
as  soon  as  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  shall  have  crossed;  and  to 
push  your  command  out  in  sujiporting  distance  of  General  John  E. 
Smith,  Avho  is  in  camp  as  directed  in  General  Howard’s  order  of  last 
night,  a copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you.  You  will  ifiease 
ascertain  the  hour  at  which  you  can  commence  crossing. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
A.'isistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Harr  in  0011^8  Plantation^  8.  0.,  March  5,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  AVoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  crossed  the 
Great  Pedee  at  .Cheraw  on  the  pontoon  bridge  at  3 p.  m.  to-day,  and 
moved  forward  on  Fayetteville  road  to  Harrington’s  plantation,  where 
camped,  having  marched  live  miles.  Captured  eight  prisoners. 

A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVA  B.  HAZEN^, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  PhilVs  Crecdc,  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  AI.  AVoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

AIajor:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
G.30  o’clock  this  a.  m.,  crossed  Pedee  Kiver,  and  moved  out  on  Fayette- 
ville road  to  near  Phill’s  Creek;  distance,  four  miles.  The  command  is 
encamped  in  line  u])on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  main  road, 
fronting  east.  Three  grist-mills  are  being  run  for  the  command,  one  of 
them  only  amounting  to  much.  I encountered  the  enemy’s  picket 
about  two  miles  and  a half  west  of  the  river.  Being  obliged  to  retreat 
rapidly  they  abandoned  2 wagons  loaded  with  ammunition,  2 battery 
forges,  1 battery  wagon,  and  3 caissons  tilled  with  ammunition.  These 
headquarters  are  upon  the  south  side  of  main  road  about  500  yards  in 
rear  of  right  of  Second  Brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMTIH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Cheraw^  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  1 am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  Kiver  with  your  command 
in  rear  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps.  You  will  withdraw  your 
rear  guard  when  every  soldier  and  camp  follower  and  the  mounted 
infantry  still  absent  from  the  command  vshall  have  crossed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  The  pontoon  bridge  will  be  taken  up  as  vsoon  as  you 
have  crossed  and  will  move  with  your  division.  You  Avill  please 
eiicamj)  your  command  in  position  along  Phill’s  Creek. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  34. 

* * 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Fifteenth  Arma^  Corps, 
Powers  Plantation j 8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 
* * * * * 


IJ.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  and 
await  orders  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  Second  Brigade  in  advance,  fhrst 
Brigade  in  the  center,  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  rear.  Battery  and 
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trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore.  In  case  the  Third  Brigade  is 
detained  at  01) era w,  to  await  the  arrival  of  our  mounted  infantry, 
General  Rice  will  throw  one  regiment  in  rear  of  all  trains,  and  carry 
out  orders  in  regard  to  rear  guard,  &c. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 

Assist  a nt  A (Ijvtant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Powers  Plantation,  S.  (7.,  Mareh  5,  1865. 
Col.  E.  J.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Third  Brig.,  Fourth  l)iv..  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  you 
will  retain  your  brigade  at  Clieraw  until  the  entire  corps  and  its  camp 
followers  have  crossed  the  Pedee  River,  as  well  as  the  mounted  force 
sent  to  Florence.  As  soon  as  you  shall  have  ascertained  that  these 
forces  have  crossed  you  will  yourself  cross  with  your  brigade  and  move 
as  guard  to  the  pontoon  train  as  far  as  Springfield,  C.,  unless  other- 
wise ordered.  Unless  you  receive  different  orders  from  and  through 
the  proper  authority,  you  will  leave  the  city  without  further  injury, 
seeing  that  no  soldiers  of  your  command  are  left  to  commit  any  out- 
rages whatever,  moving  quietly  from  the  city,  and  bringing  across  all 
stragglers. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  ')  IIdqrs.  Third  Brio.,  Fourth  Div., 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  2.  3 Fear  Cher  aw,  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

This  command  having  been  ordered  into  Cheraw  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  provost  duty  therein,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  no  soldier  enter 
either  the  house  or  |)remises  of  a citizen  unless  under  orders,  and  that 
no  houses,  outbuildings,  or  fences  be  torn  down  or  destroyed  without 
special  i)ermission.  All  pillaging  whatever  is  expressly  prohibited. 
Regimental  and  company  commanders  will  be  held  strictly  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  their  men. 

By  order  of  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infan^try,  com- 
manding: 

FRED.  MOTT, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  IIdqrs.  Third  Brih.,  P'ourth  Div., 

[ Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  3 Cher  ate,  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Owing  to  the  danger  apprehended  from  fires  bursting  out,  and  from 
other  commands  moving  through  the  city,  regimental  commanders  are 
instructed  to  once  more  charge  their  company  officers  to  see  to  it  that 
the  men  on  duty  use  the  utmost  vigilance  to  protect  the  town  from  fire 
and  ])illage. 

By  order  of  Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut,  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding: 

FRED.  MOTT, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee^ 

Clieraw,  8.  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  Taking  into  consideration  tlie  question  of  forage,  the 
general  would  prefer  that  you  move  your  command  to  Bennettsville 
to-morrow.  These  headquarters  will  be  established  during  to-morrow 
near  Easterling’s  Mills. 

y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  58.  ( Cher  aw  ^ S.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Bennettsville. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  v.ill  move  forward  at  9 a.  m. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  move  for- 
ward at  9 a.  m. 

The  First  Begiinent  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  command- 
ing, will  move  forward  with  their  train  at  8 a.  m.,  and  closing  up  on 
the  Fourth  Division  will  follow  it. 

Colonel  Y^ates  will  cause  the  road  to  be  placed  in  repair. 

As  soon  as  General  Force  reaches  the  town  of  Bennettsville  he  will 
cause  it  to  be  properly  guarded  and  prevent  the  committing  of  any 
excesses.  He  will  cause  all  the  provisions  in  the  town  to  be  gathered 
together,  and,  if  practicable,  till  his  wagons. 

The  train  of  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  First  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair. 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Cher  aw  8.  C.,  March  .5,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  move  your 
train  across  the  river  as  soon  as  J.  E.  Smith’s  division  is  over.  He 
wishes  you,  if  practicable,  to  take  with  you  one  of  the  large  guns  at 
the  depot,  that  is  either  a 2()-pounder  Parrott  or  a Blakely  gun. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cher  aw,  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  ^ying : 

General:  I was  on  the  i)oint  of  making  an  order  for  the  next  move- 
ment, but  on  looking  over  my  last.  No.  10,  1 find  it  covers  the  ground 
up  to  our  next  objective.  You  have  the  choice  of  roads,  and  I under- 
stand from  Captain  Ludlow  that  you  want  McFarland’s  and  Love’s 
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Bridges.  All  right.  Let  Geueral  Davis  lead  into  Fayetteville,  hold- 
ing the  Twentieth  in  support  with  the  cavalry  on  his  left  rear.  I will 
hold  General  Howard  back,  but  close  enough  to  come  up  if  Joe  John- 
ston wants  to  fight.  I will  now  fight  him  if  he  dares,  and  therefore 
wish  you  to  act  on  that  idea,  keeping  each  corps  ready  to  hold  the 
enemy  if  he  appears  in  force  on  your  left,  but  his  strength  must  be 
developed  before  other  corps  are  called  from  their  roads.  I have  noti- 
fied General  Howard  of  this  order,  and  he  has  simply  asked  instead 
of  holding  on  here  to  make  slow  marches  to  gather  forage  and  meal. 
I send  you  a copy  of  his  orders  of  march  5*  1 also  send  you  an  open 
letter  for  General  Kilpatrick,  which  read  and  forward  to  him.! 

Major  Audenried,  of  my  staff,  left  him  yesterday,  ten  miles  this  side 
of  Wadesborough,  and  my  orders  to  him  were  to  hold  his  command  cov- 
ering all  roads,  especially  the  plank  road  between  Wadesborough  and 
your  troops.  After  you  have  got  a covering  force  across  the  Pedee 
let  General  Kilpatrick  have  the  bridge  and  move  out  to  your  left  front, 
say  Kockingham.  We  have  been  badly  treated  by  the  weather,  but  I 
hope  for  a better  spell  henceforth.  I will  get  messengers  through  to 
Wilmington  the  moment  any  head  of  column  is  across  Lumber  Creek, 
and  feel  sure  that  Schofield  will  meet  us  in  force  at  Goldsborough.  I 
will  draw  from  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington  at  least  25,000 
men  to  re  enforce  our  army  at  Goldsborough,  and  will  put  them  under 
Schofield  as  the  center  or  reserve,  restoring  the  organization  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  With  that  army  replenished  and  refreshed  we  can 
make  things  move.  Indeed  I feel  confident  that  nothing  can  now 
stand  before  us.  I find  here  additional  symptoms  of  discomfiture. 
Three  thousand  six  hundred  barrels  of  powder  are  among  our  spoils, 
and  the  surgeons  of  the  Confederate  hospitals  admit  that  Hardee  left 
them  without  supplies  or  even  orders.  Keep  me  well  advised  of  prog- 
ress, and  I will  make  things  conform  to  your  movements. 

1 am.  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEPMAK, 

Major-  Generalj  Command ing. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Left  Wind,  Army  of  Georgia, 

[■  Near  Pegues’  Crossing^ 

No.  25.  ) Great  Pedee  River,  S.  6\,  March  5,  1865. 

I.  Bvt.  MaJ.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
will  cross  his  command  over  the  Great  Pedee  Eiver  at  this  point  and 
move  to  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  by  way  of  Love’s  Bridge  road. 

II.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  commanding  Twentieth  Army 
Corps,  will  cross  his  command  over  the  Great  Pedee  Piver  as  soon  as 
the  cavalry  has  crossed,  and  will  move  to  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  by  way 
of  McFarland’s  Bridge  road.  Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick,  com- 
manding cavalry,  will  have  the  use  of  the  pontoon  bridge  after  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Cori)S  has  crossed. 

III.  Corps  commanders  will  select  from  the  pack  animals  of  their  com- 
mands fifty  of  their  best  mules,  and  turn  them  over  to-day  to  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  Moore,  commanding  pontoon  train.  Colonel  Moore  will  give  in 
exchange  animals  now  in  Ids  train. 

# * * ’ # # * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Blocum: 

POBT.  P.  DECHEPT, 

Acting  Ai^nistant  Adjutant  General. 

t Jsec  March  5,  p.  G92. 


See  March  4,  p.  670. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field.)  8.  0.,  March  5,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General  : I am  directed  by  tlie  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  wishes  your  command  to  cross  when  the  bridge  is  completed, 
but  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Sherman,  whenever  General 
Kilpatrick  reports  his  command  ready  to  cross,  your  corps  will  have  to 
give  way  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHERT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  P'irst  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Crossing  of  Great  Pedee,  [March  5],  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  P.  Buell, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  the 
bridge  is  completed  you  cross  your  brigade  and  take  position  for  the 
defense  of  the  bridge  on  the  hills  beyond,  covering  the  main  road  lead- 
ing to  Rockwell  [Rockingham].  Should  General  Kilpatrick’s  command 
report  and  desire  to  cross  before,  or  while  you  are  crossing  your  bri- 
gade, you  will  give  him  the  bridge  without  delay  and  renew  your  jias- 
sage  as  soon  as  he  is  over.  The  remainder  of  the  division  will  cross  at 
daylight.  Further  orders  will  be  given  you  in  the  moridiig. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  EDMOXDS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field)  CheraiV)  8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 
Major  General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  1 was  on  the  point  of  making  a new  general  order  of 
movement,  but  on  examining  my  last.  No.  10,  1 find  it  provides  for  the 
next  stage. 

General  Howard  has  crossed  here  and  is  now  passing  trains  and 
troops,  but  I will  hold  him  back  to  allow  General  Slocum  to  lead  to 
Fayetteville.  General  Howard  has  sent  some  mounted  infantry  down 
to  Florence  to  damage  things  there,  and  they  cannot  return  till 
to-morrow.  In  the  meantime  General  Slocum  will  pass  over  and  move 
out  on  roads  leading  toward  McFarland’s  and  Love’s  Bridges.  I wall 
hold  the  Right  Wing  back  and  in  reserve,  keejnng  on  roads  to  the 
south  of  General  Slocum.  As  soon  as  he  has  a covering  force  across 
the  Pedee  he  will  notify  you  and  give  you  his  bridge,  when  move  out 
to  Rockingham  and  thence  conform  to  his  movements,  getting  up  to 
Solemn  Grove,  and  thence  along  down  south  of  Little  River  to  the 
roads  coming  into  Fayetteville  from  Manchester.  There  is  a rumor 
here  that  General  Schofield  is  already  at  P\ayetteville.  It  is  certain 
that  he  took  Wilmington,  not  by  the  evacuation  of  the  place,  but  by 
force,  capturing  Hagood’s  brigade.  This  simplifies  our  work  very 
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much,  and  will  give  me  larger  re-enforcement  as  soon  as  I need  it. 
Hardee  left  here  in  haste  and  confusion,  going  across  Pedee  and  burn- 
ing the  bridge,  but  we  already  have  a pontoon  bridge  across  and  two 
divisions  out  a couple  of  miles,  ButlePs  division  of  cavalry  is  with 
him.  The  enemy  left  here  valuable  stores,  24  good  guns,  3,600  barrels 
of  powder,  2,000  muskets,  the  hospitals,  and  much  ammunition  and 
stores.  I don’t  think  Joe  Johnston  will  try  to  concentrate  his  forces 
short  of  Raleigh. 

Yours,  truly, 

W,  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General^  Comma nding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Cheraw^  8.  0.,  March  5,  1865, 
Brevet  Major-General  Kilpa^jrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  7 a.  m.  March  4 is  at  hand.  The 
general-in-chief  directs  me  to  say  he  wrote  you  full  instructions  this 
morning,  sent  through  General  Slocum.  When  General  Davis’  com- 
mand is  well  closed  up,  General  Slocum  will  give  you  the  bridge  to 
cross. 


I am,  general,  yours,  &c.. 


L.  M.  DAYT(3N, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  W.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  I have  sent  several  dispatches  to  General  Sherman,  some 
of  which  I have  no  doubt  will  reach  him.  I have  received  nothing 
from  him  yet.  The  paroled  officers  who  have  arrived  here  and  others 
all  agree  in  the  report  that  he  was  near  Chesterville,  on  the  Columbia 
and  Charlotte  road,  on  the  24th,  and  that  he  turned  eastward  from  that 
])lace.  I presume  he  will  march  straight  for  Goidsborough,  passing 
through  or  near  Fayetteville.  We  are  having  heavy  or  continuous  rains 
here.  If  they  extend  into  the  interior  his  march  will  be  slow.  I have 
at  length  got  teams  enough  to  make  a start  from  this  point  with  a ])or- 
tion  of  my  troops.  I shall  send  General  Couch  with  the  two  divisions 
of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  to  join  General  Cox  beyond  New  Berne. 
He  will  take  the  coast  road  to  about  Onslow  and  then  make  straight 
for  Kinston.  I expect  him  to  effect  a junction  with  Cox  in  live  or  six 
days.  I will  go  to  Morehead  City  to-morrow.  1 have  not  heard  from 
(iox  since  he  went  to  New  Berne.  I exjiect  him  to  get  to  Kinston 
before  Couch  joins  him.  I will  then  push  for  Goidsborough  and  hold 
it  until  General  Sherman  arrives;  or  if  1 find  he  is  keejiing  out  farther 
from  the  coast  I will  advance  toward  Raleigh  and  join  him.  1 will  be 
able  to  move  against  Goidsborough  with  about  20,()()()  effective  men. 
General  Terry  will  remain  here  with  his  command  for  the  i)rosent,  but 
will  advance  along  the  railroad  as  fast  as  Colonel  Wright  can  rei)nir  it, 
or  as  soon  as  he  can  get  the  necessary  transportation  to  move  inde- 
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pendently.  Notbiug  lias  arrived  here  yet  for  the  railroad.  Indeed, 
the  weather  has  been  so  bad  that  we  have  had  but  little  communication 
by  sea  since  the  capture  of  Wilmington.  Much  of  the  time  no  vessel 
whatever  has  been  able  to  cross  the  bar.  The  delivery  of  prisoners  by 
the  enemy  was  completed  yesterday,  and  I am  sending  them  North  as 
rapidly  as  practicable.  The  well  ones  can  all  be  sent  in  a short  time, 
but  it  will  take  much  longer  to  dispose  of  the  sick,  as  they  can  only  be 
placed  on  hospital  vessels.  They  have  been  made  comfortable  here 
and  are  doing  well.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  delivered  is  about 
10,000,  100  colored  troops  among  the  number.  I will  send  the  rolls  to 
the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army  for  his  disposition. 

i am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  22.  ) Wihnington,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

*#**#*# 

VI.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Twenty-third 
Indiana  Batteries  will  report  for  the  time  being  with  their  commands 
to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  ll.  Hawley,  commanding  District  of  Wilmington,  and 
will  remain  at  this  post  until  further  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

# * * * -if-  # * 

XV.  The  Fifth  Tennessee  Infantry  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  and 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  Nashville,  Teiin.,  and  report  to  the  chief 
mustering  officer  of  the  State  for  muster-out  of  service  on  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term  of  enlistment.  The  commanding  officer  will  report 
to  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  ll.  Hawley,  commanding  District  of  Wilmington, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  1(17  prisoners  to  the  North.  The 
quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

--X-  * 

XIX.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  L.  Hayes,  lieutenant- colonel  One  hundredth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  being  unfit  for  field  duty,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Hawley,  commanding  District  of 
Wilmington,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  1).  N.  Couch, 

Commanding  Second  and,  Third  Divisions,  23d  Army  Corps: 
General:  You  will  please  march  without  unnecessary  delay  with 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  to  join 
the  troops  under  Major-General  Cox,  now  operating  from  New  Berne 
toward  Kinston  and  Goldsborough.  You  will  take  the  coast  road 
leading  to  New  Berne  as  far  as  Onslow  or  its  vicinity,  and  then  the 
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most  practicable  road  toward  Kinston,  and  inarcli  directly  for  that 
place  unless  you  receive  further  orders  from  me,  or  unless  circum- 
stances shall  render  a deviation  from  that  course  evidently  advisable. 
Your  march  should  average  at  least  fifteen  miles  per  day.  The  third 
day’s  march  will  bring  you  to  the  vicinity  of  Onslow,  from  which  point 
please  report  to  me  by  courier  to  New  Berne,  informing  me  where  you 
are  and  what  point  you  will  reach  on  the  following  day,  so  that  I may 
send  you  further  instructions  if  necessary;  also  give  me  all  the  infor- 
mation you  may  have  obtained  concerning  the  rebels  in  your  front  and 
other  matters  of  interest;  also  inform  me  by  the  first  courier,  or  as 
soon  after  as  practicable,  when  and  in  what  manner  you  will  be  able  to 
cross  Trent  Eiver.  You  will  supply  your  troops  from  the  country  as 
far  as  practicable,  so  as  to  save  the  supplies  carried  in  wagons  for  an 
emergency.  If  you  find  it  impossible  from  any  cause  to  reach  Kinston 
or  effect  a junction  with  General  Cox  in  that  vicinity  you  will  march 
by  the  most  practicable  road  to  Kew  Berne. 

V ery  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington^  A.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps,  Wilmington,  JSf.  C. : 

General:  The  two  divisions  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps  now 
here  will  march  to-morrow  to  join  the  troops  operating  from  New  Berne, 
leaving  only  your  command  in  this  portion  of  the  department.  I shall 
also  start  for  New  Berne  in  a day  or  two,  and  will  probably  remain  with 
the  troops  operating  from  that  point.  I have  directed  that  the  railroad 
from  this  point  to  Goldsborough  be  put  in  running  order  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  expect  Colonel  Wright  here  very  soon  with  the  necessary 
materials  and  workmen.  I desire  you  to  aid  him  as  far  as  practicable 
in  i)rosecuting  the  work,  and  to  advance  along  the  road  with  your  main 
force  according  to  the  jjrogress  of  the  work.  I may  at  any  time  desire 
you  to  join  me  at  or  near  Goldsborough  by  a rapid  march.  Please  make, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  all  necessary  iireparations  for  such  a movement. 
I presume  General  Sherman  is  now  near  Fayetteville  and  marcliing 
toward  Goldsborough,  which  point  he  may  reach  by  the  15th  or  16th  of 
this  month.  He  may,  however,  come  near  this  place  and  send  his 
trains  here  for  supplies.  I have  sent  several  couriers  with  disjiatches 
to  him  (in  cipher),  and  hope  to  hear  from  him  in  the  same  way  in  a few 
days.  Please  continue  the  efibrt  to  communicate  with  General  Sher- 
man by  trustworthy  scouts,  and  be  prepared  to  aid  him  in  any  way  or  to 
execute  any  orders  he  may  send.  You  will  receive  and  act  on  any 
communication  from  him  which  may  be  addressed  to  me.  1 have 
directed  Brigadier-General  Hawley,  commanding  District  of  Wilming- 
ton, to  report  to  you,  so  that  all  the  troops  in  this  portion  of  tlie  depart- 
ment will  be  under  your  command  during  my  absence. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SGllOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  ^Torth  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Hawley, 

Commanding  District  of  Wilmington : 

General:  During  my  absence  from  Wilmington,  and  so  long  as 
General  Terry’s  corps  remains  in  this  vicinity,  yon  will  reiiort  to  Gen- 
eral Terry  or  the  officer  in  command. 

Very  resxiectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Wilmington, 

Ko.  4.  ) Wihnington,  Ah  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

I.  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty 
as  commandant  of  thei)ost  of  AVilmington. 

#*-*##*# 

III.  Maj.  F.  W.  Prince,  Sixteenth  York  Heavy  Artillery,  is 

hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Fort  Fisher. 

IV.  The  comiiany  of  [Second]  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  at  Fort 
Fisher,  having  been  assigned  to  this  command  by  the  major-general 
commanding  the  Department  of  Yorth  Carolina,  is  directed  to  report 
to  Major  Prince,  commanding  post  of  Fort  Fisher,  Y.  C. 

**#**## 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Hawley: 

E.  LEWIS  MCGEE, 
Gai)tain  and  Assistant  Adj^it ant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

BatcheldeCs  Creelc^  N.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Yavy, 

New  Berne : 

I am  making  preparations  to  move  some  boats  up  the  Neuse  Eiver, 
and  would  respectfully  request  that  the  picketing  of  the  river  be  so 
thorough  as  to  prevent  any  spy  going  up  in  small  boat  or  otherwise  to 
warn  the  enemy. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


II.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox: 

I have  received  a telegram  from  you  requesting  me  to  picket  the 
river  to  ])revent  persons  i)assing  up  in  small  boats,  as  you  are  making 
preparations  to  move  some  boats  up  the  river.  I should  like  to  be 
iniormed  what  movement  you  proi)ose  to  make,  and  if  the  naval  force 
here  can  co-operate.  Tlie  vessels  at  present  stationed  here  draw  too 
much  water  to  go  above  this  point.  Having  just  arrived  here  I should 
like  to  be  informed  of  the  situation,  and  what  is  expected  to  be  done. 

A.  C.  EIIIXD,  ; 

Commander,  , 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  6.  ) Batchelder^s  Creek,  N.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

The  cominandiiig’  general  takes  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the  troops 
of  the  provisional  brigades  of  the  command  that  but  few  days  can 
elapse  before  communication  will  be  open  with  the  grand  army  under 
General  Sherman.  They  will,  therefore,  be  but  a short  time  longer 
absent  from  their  proper  commands,  and  the  inconveniences  of  their 
present  situation  will  soon  be  ended.  Those  whose  time  of  service  has 
expired  will  then  have  the  opportunity  of  being  regularly  mustered  out 
and  discharged,  and  the  others  will  be  reunited  to  their  old  comrades. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  looks  to  them  with  confidence  for  a con- 
tinuance of  the  zealous  and  cheerful  service  they  have  rendered  since 
landing  in  North  Carolina,  and  which  he  takes  this  public  method  of 
recognizing.  The  officers  of  the  provisional  brigades  have  also  been  in 
embarrassing  circumstances,  owing  to  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  duties 
and  the  irregular  responsibility  devolving  on  them  for  arms  and  stores 
issued.  Every  means  will  be  taken  to  remove  this  responsibility 
when  they  shall  join  their  proper  commands,  and  all  who  use  a rea- 
sonable care  and  business  accuracy  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
devolving  upon  them  need  feel  no  anxiety  lest  they  should  be  left 
chargeable  with  public  property  over  which  they  would  cease  to  have 
full  control.  This  subject  will  receive  immediate  attention  upon  the 
reunion  of  the  commands,  and  the  proper  orders  will  unquestionably 
be  issued  from  General  Sherman’s  headquarters  disposing  of  the  matter 
in  a manner  entirely  satisfactory  to  those  concerned. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

TIIEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  7.  ) Core  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions,  District  of  Beaufort,  will  move  at  7 
o’clock  to-morrow  morning  to  position  at  Gum  Swamp  beyond  the  cross- 
ing of  the  railroad  and  the  Dover  road.  The  infantry  of  General  Pal- 
mer’s division  will  move  directly  up  the  railroad;  wagons  and  artillery 
moving  by  the  most  practicable  route  to  the  rear  onto  the  Dover  road, 
and  thence  to  Gum  Swamp,  in  rear  of  General  Carter’s  division  and 
train.  General  Carter’s  division  will  move  by  the  Dover  road.  Gen- 
eral Euger’s  division.  Twenty- third  Corps,  will  remain  in  camp  to- 
morrow, but  General  Euger  will  cause  a Avorking  party  to  be  put  upon 
the  cross-road  leading  from  the  railroad  to  the  Dover  road  near  General 
Carter’s  present  camp,  and  have  the  road  put  in  thorough  repair  for 
passing  teams  and  artillery. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

TIIEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Defartment  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  i8.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  LI.  S.  Armies : 

General  : In  compliance  with  instructions,  4(15  officers  and  107  men, 
I)risoners  of- war,  start  for  City  Point  to-day  per  steamer  Illinois.  I am 
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not  certain  that  the  steamer  can  reach  her  destination,  as  I do  not 
know  what  depth  of  water  can  be  carried  up  James  River,  but  tlie 
arrangement  is  the  best  that  I could  make  for  want  of  suitable  sea- 
going transports. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General^  Commanding . 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  41.  > Charleston.  S.  C.,  March  d,  1865. 

**##**# 

III.  So  much  of  Special  Orders,  No.  40,  paragraph  III,  as  assigns 
Ool.  E.  A.  Carman  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade  is  hereby 
revoked.  Colonel  Carman  will  proceed  to  Savannah  and  await  orders 
there  to  be  assigned  to  duty.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

###**** 


By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  5,  1805. 

Lieut.  Ool.  S.  L.  Woodford, 

Coynmanding  Post  of  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Colonel:  I would  suggest  that  two  or  three  additional  points  be 
designated  where  the  people  can  register  their  names  and  subscribe  to 
the  oath.,  I hear  that  the  crowd  is  so  large  and  the  delay  so  great  that 
many  persons  are  obliged  to  spend  time  that  they  can  hardly  spare.  I 
have  also  heard  that  it  is  proposed  to  get  up  a demonstration  on 
Thursday  next  by  the  colored  people.  If  it  meet  your  approval  it  is 
very  well,  but  the  city  being  under  martial  law  no  assemblage  sliould 
be  allowed  without  your  previous  sanction.  One  thing  more;  I would 
suggest  that  an  order  prohibiting  enlisted  men  being  in  the  streets 
(except  on  duty)  after  retreat  would  at  the  present  time  assist  in  pre- 
venting the  numerous  robberies  and  irregularities.  This  need  be  only 
temporary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  V.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Cheraic,  March  6’,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  ^ying: 

General:  A copy  of  your  order  issued  at  Plasterling’s  for  to-mor- 
row’s movement  inclosed  to  the  general-in-chief  has  been  received.* 


See  No.  54,  p.  699. 
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The  general  desires  me  to  say  the  order  is  satisfactory  to  him,  and,  in 
modification,  has  only  instructed  General  Logan  to  remain  in  his 
present  camp  until  such  time  as  the  Twentieth  Corps,  now  ]3assing,  can 
get  by  him  onto  the  left-hand  road  via  Mark’s  Creek. 

I am,  general,  yours,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

A ssistan  t A djutant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Easterlin(fs^  S.  6\,  Mareli  6^  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Gaptain  Duncan,  commanding  a small  party  of  scouts 
dressed  in  rebel  uniform,  has  just  returned,  having  proceeded  this 
morning  to  Laurel  Hill,  where  lie  found  a small  squad  of  militia  on 
picket.  He  left  them  undisturbed,  returning  by  Springfield.  The 
road  he  went  out  on  (known  as  the  Telegraph  road)  connects  with  the 
Easterling’s  Mill  and  Fayetteville  road  at  Laurel  Hill.  At  Springfield 
Captain  Duncan  saw  a Doctor  McCrea,  with  the  rank  of  major  in  the 
rebel  army,  who,  taking  his  party  for  rebels,  inquired  where  Sherman’s 
army  was,  and  if  there  was  any  i)robability  of  its  coming  that  way.  On 
being  told  that  it  might  possibly  come  there,  he  replied,  ^^If  it  does  we 
will  be  badly  fooled,  as  our  men  are  all  going  to  Charlotte,  expecting 
Sherman  to  go  u*p  there.”  The  Easterling’s  Mill  road  is  generally 
called  the  old  Stage  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Colonel.,  Provost-Marshal-General,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  [>  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  51.  3 Easterling^s  Mills,  IS.  C.,  March  6‘,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  to-morrow  to  the  crossing  of  Crooked  Creek.  The  brigade  on 
duty  in  Cheraw  will  move  v/ith  the  bridge  train  after  the  return  of  the 
mounted  infantry  from  Florence,  following  the  left  wing  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps  (via  the  road  by  Quick’s  Church)  to  Springfield. 
The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  will  move  to  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  will  remain  at  Crooked  Creek  until  the  arrival 
of  the  bridge  train.  These  head(juarters  will  be  established  during 
to-morrow  at  or  near  Brightsville. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard : 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Copm’S, 

On  FhilPs  Creek,  8.  6’.,  M((rch  6,  1865, 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Ad).  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general,  that  the  force  of  mounted  infantry  sent  to  destroy 
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tlie  Clieraw  and  Darlington  Railroad  succeeded  in  reaching  but  not 
in  entering  Florence,  encountering  quite  a heavy  force  of  the  eneiny^s 
cavalry.  I have  had  as  yet  no  official  report  of  the  expedition,  but  hear 
that  they  have  destroyed  all  the  trestling  between  Cheraw  and  that 
point.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Williams’  report  is  received  I will  forward 
it  to  department  headquarters.* 

I am,  captain,  very  I’espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Easterlhufs  Mills,  March  6',  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

A captain  who  accompanied  the  expedition  reports  that  several  trains 
of  troops  were  ready  to  be  run  out  of  Florence. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Cher  ate,  March  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Generai.  : Orders  of  march  have  been  changed  so  that  the  Twentieth 
Corps  is  at  this  moment  crossing  the  Pedee  at  the  same  point  as  your 
command,  and  it  is  intended  forit  to  take  the  left-hand  road  just  beyond 
Phill’s  Creek  and  your  headquarters.  The  general-in-chief  desires  you 
to  hold  your  corps  in  camp  until  the  Twentieth  has  passed  and  out  of 
your  way,  when  you  will  resume  your  march  as  per  instructions  from 
department  headquarters.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  continue  moving 
during  the  night  and  until  out  of  your  road. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Gran  fs  Mill,  S.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.ior:  I respectfully  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  received 
from  you  1 left  my  cam])  beyond  Cheraw  at  (>  o’clock  this  morning,  and 
crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  over  the  Pedee  River  marched  to  my 
present  camp  on  Phill’s  Creek,  a distance  of  live  miles.  While  the 
rear  of  my  division  was  passing  through  Cheraw  there  was  a terrific 
explosion  of  ])owder  and  shell  near  my  column,  caused  by  some  great 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  men  or  officers,  by  which  several  in  my 
division  were  killed  and  wounded.  I have  directed  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Woods,  commanding  the  First  Brigade,  whose  command  was 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  when  the  unfortunate  affair  occurred. 


See  Part  I,  p.  254. 
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to  make  a report  of  the  circumstanee.  My  troops  are  facing  eastward, 
division  headquarters  being  near  the  mill.  Inclosed  please  find  com- 
plete list  of  casualties  during  the  campaign. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully. 


C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brio.,  First  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

PhilVs  Creek,  8.  6\,  March  6‘,  1865. 

Oapt.  Fred.  H.  Wilson, 

Actg.  Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  First  Div.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Captain:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date  asking  a 
detail  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  explosion  which  occurred 
near  this  command  toAlay,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  explosion 
was  caused  by  the  accidental  ignition  of  a large  quantity  of  rebel 
ammunition  which  had  been  found  in  the  town  of  Cheraw  and  hauled 
out  and  thrown  in  a deep  ravine  lying  between  the  town  and  the 
pontoon  bridge.  The  ammunition  consisted  of  loaded  shells  and  loose 
powder.  The  bottom  of  the  ravine  to  the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet 
was  filled  with  it,  and  powder  was  scattered  up  the  banks  of  the 
ravine,  and  for  several  rods  from  the  edge  of  the  ravine.  While  the 
brigade  was  halting,  having  stacked  arras  to  await  the  passage  of  the 
train,  of  which  it  was  the  rear  guard,  some  of  the  men  at  a distance  of 
several  rods  from  the  edge  of  the  ravine  are  reported  to  have  applied 
fire  to  some  small  cakes  of  powder  found  upon  the  ground.  The  fire 
immediately  ran  to  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  down  the  bank,  and  exploded 
the  immense  piles  of  ammunition  in  the  bottom  of  the  ravine.  One 
man  of  this  brigade  was  killed  and  1 officer  and  4 men  wounded. 
After  diligent  inquiry  I am  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  men 
who  set  fire  to  the  powder,  but  have  no  doubt  they  were  ignorant,  as 
1 was  myself,  that  any  explosive  material  was  in  the  ravine.  Tlie 
following-named  officers  and  men  were  near  the  ravine  when  or  shortly 
before  the  explosion  occurred:  Cajit.  Edward  H.  Webster*  and  Lieut. 
George  H.  Williams,*  and  Private  John  Werden,  Company  G,  Seventy- 
sixth  Ohio  Infantry.  Sergeants  Clark  and  King,  Company  A,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Infantry,  have  been  imifiicated  by  rumor  in  setting  fire  to  the 
powder.  Corporal  Sergeant  and  Private  Freeman,  of  the  same  com- 
pany, and  Thomas  McPeak,  of  II  Company,  all  of  the  Twelfth  Indiana 
Infantry,  are  reported  to  know  who  ignited  the  powder. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier -Gerieral,  Commanding. 


IlDQRS.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

JlarringtoFs  Plantation,  8.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 
iMaJ.  Max.  Woodiiull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.tor:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in 
camp  to-day.  Captured  U prisoners. 

\ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TIAZEK, 

Major-General. 


Of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry. 
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IlEADOUARTEKS  FIFTEENTH  ArMY  CoRPS, 

March  6'^  1865. 

General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  dec. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  say  that 
yon  need  not  pull  out  to-morrow  morning  until  he  communicates  with 
you  through  one  of  his  staff,  but  to  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to 
move  as  soon  as  the  road  shall  be  clear. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  AVOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


llDQRS.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  FhilVs  Grech^  8.  C.,  March  6‘,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  AVoodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Cotys  : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in 
same  position  as  on  the  5th  instant.  Details  from  the  two  brigades 
are  running  three  grist  mills,  from  which  a sufficient  supply,  for  the 
present,  of  meal  will  be  obtained. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  F.  SMFTH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


IlDQRS.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Arma^  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Irhyh  Plantatioyi,  8.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjiitant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  this  instant:  I broke  camp  at  8 a.  m.,  and 
moving  through  Cheraw,  crossed  the  Pedee  Eiver,  and  thence  upon 
the  Fayetteville  road  via  Harrington’s  plantation  and  Grant’s  Mill, 
and  am  now  in  bivouac  near  Irby’s  plantation  in  a defensible  position 
on  what  is  called  the  Sand  Hill  road.  One  of  my  brigades  (Third)  is 
still  in  Cheraw  by  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  corps. 
My  command  has  marched  a distance  of  eight  miles. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  M.  COPSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  C/Orps, 

In  the  Field,  Poive’s  Plantation,  March  6,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Pice, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General:  The  Third  Brigade  is  under  orders  to  remain  and  guard 
the  pontoon  train  as  far  as  Springfield.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary 
for  you  to  throw  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  trains  of  this  division,  the 
remaining  three  to  move  on  the  right  of  the  ordnance  and  supply 
trains.  You  will  move  out  as  soon  as  the  trains  move,  without  further 
orders. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  ]M.  Corse: 

I..  H.  EYEPTS, 

A6*.s-  is  ta  nt  Ad ] u tan  t-  Gen  era  1. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  59.  ) Bennettsville,  8.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 

*#***## 

II.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  on  the  Fayetteville  road  to 
Beaver  Dam  Greek.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  com- 
manding, ■ "ill  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m. 
The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Third  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  9 o’clock.  The 
First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division,  being  prejiared  to  move  at  10  o’clock.  The  First 
Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  with  tool  wagons 
and  ambulances,  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division,  and  their 
train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  same  division.  The  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  move  out  at  7.30  a.  m.  The  troops  will  move  on 
the  right  of  the  train,  and  will  be  disposed  so  as  to  cover  it  as  well  as 
practicable. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Benneitsville,  8.  C.,  March  6’,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  you  will  leave  the  Thirty-first  Illinois  in  town  until  the  entire 
command  has  moved  out.  They  will  then  cause  all  stragglers  to  be 
sent  to  their  commands  and  move  forward.  We  move  about  eight 
miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17tii  Army  Corps, 

No.  53.  ] Bennettsville^  8.  C.,  March  6‘,  1865. 

# * * # * # # 

II.  This  command  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the 
advance.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will 
have  the  advance,  moving  troops  on  right  of  road.  The  First  Brigade, 
Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade.  Artil- 
lery and  trains  in  usual  order. 

Ey  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cheraw,  8.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Lej't  Wing,  8necdshorough : 

General:  I shall  in  person  to-day  cross  the  Pedee  and  go  out  on 
the  main  Fayetteville  road  about  five  miles,  to  the  point  on  Phill’s  Creek 
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where  are  encamped  two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  There  I 
shall  await  the  fact  that  yon  are  all  across  and  off  for  Fayetteville,  and 
will  try  and  hold  the  Right  Wing  ready  to  turn  to  you  in  case  John- 
ston attempts  to  strike  you  in  flank  or  to  move  on  toward  Fayetteville, 
aiming  to  arrive  there  or  near  about  the  same  time  with  your  rear.  I 
propose  your  command  should  first  enter  and  occupy  Fayetteville  and 
secure  the  bridge  if  possible,  otherwise  to  make  a lodgment  across  with 
pontoons.  En  route  break  the  railroad  which  is  known  as  the  Wilming- 
ton and  Charlotte,  but  is  only  partially  down  to  Rockingham.  It  is  of 
little  importance,  but  being  on  it,  we  might  as  well  use  up  some  of  its 
iron.  At  its  depots  you  may  fina  some  corn  and  meal.  On  approach- 
ing Fayetteville  you  may  give  out  that  if  the  bridge  is  destroyed  we 
will  deal  harshly  by  the  town,  but  if  there  be  no  positive  resistance 
and  if  the  enemy  spare  the  bridge  I wish  the  town  to  be  dealt  with 
generously.  Of  course  we  will  dispose  of  all  public  stores  and  property 
but  will  spare  private  houses.  Use  wheat,  corn,  meal,  bacon,  animals, 
wagons,  &c.,  needed  by  your  command,  but  try  and  keep  the  foragers 
from  insulting  families  by  word  or  rudeness.  It  might  be  well  to 
instruct  your  brigade  commanders  that  we  are  now  out  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  that  a little  moderation  may  be  of  political  consequence  to  us  in 
North  Carolina.  At  Fayetteville  if  we  can  secure  boats  of  any  kind, 
even  coal  flats,  I will  send  down  Cape  Fear  River  the  bulk  of  the 
refugees,  white  and  black,  that  swells  our  numbers  and  consumes  the 
food  necessary  for  our  combatants.  I have  no  doubt  of  having  daily 
intercourse  with  you  by  courier  or  in  xierson,  and  only  name  these 
points  that  you  may  initiate  measures  to  accomplish  these  ends.  The 
enemy  has  abandoned  many  caissons  loaded  with  ammunition  on  his 
route  of  retreat,  and  if  you  can  push  or  threaten  him  about  Rocking- 
ham I doubt  not  he  will  drop  more.  The  moment  General  Davis  strikes 
the  plank  road  he  should  push  with  all  possible  speed  into  Fayetteville. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Sneedsborough,  March  6',  18(15 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

General-in-Chief : 

General:  I have  sent  Williams  to  Cheraw  to  cross,  with  orders  to 
push  direct  to  McFarlaiuFs  Br’dge.  Kilpatrick  is  now  crossing  at  this 
point  and  will  act  on  your  orders  of  yesterday,  which  were  forwarded 
to  him  at  once. 

I hope  to  get  Davis  across  by  daylight,  and  shall  move  with  him  as 
far  as  Love’s  Bridge,  and  perhaps  to  Fayetteville.  All  your  directions 
as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  at  Fayetteville  will  be  remembered.  We 
have  had  trouble  with  the  bridge  here,  but  I hope  are  all  right  now. 
The  river  is  850  feet  wide  and  our  pontoon  train  is  not  good.  Boats 
have  been  lost,  and  the  organization  has  run  down  since  Buell  left  it; 
but  we  are  all  right  now,  and  there  will  be  some  rapid  marching  when 
we  get  started. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-General. 
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Special  I Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Crossing  of  Great  Pedee  River ^ S.  (7., 

No.  19.  ) ' March  6,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville,  N.  0., 
as  follows : 

General  Carlin  will  move  at  dayli^iit  from  the  vicinity  of  the  river 
via  Love’s  (or  Bine’s)  Bridge  by  way  of  Rockingham,  or  by  a more 
direct  road,  leaving  Rockingham  to  the  left,  if  such  a road  can  be  found. 

General  Baird  will  move  at  daylight,  and  crossing  as  soon  as  he  can 
obtain  possession  of  the  bridge,  will  follow  General  Carlin. 

General  Morgan  will  cross  in  rear  of  General  Baird,  and  will  cover 
the  raising  of  the  bridge,  giving  all  necessary  instructions  and  assist- 
ance to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Moore,  who  will  report  to  and  receive  orders 
from  him  until  further  instructions.  The  reserve  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition train  will,  as  usual,  move  under  General  Morgan. 

General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  will  move  with  the  Four- 
teenth Corps,  and  his  headquarters  train  will  be  admitted  to  any  posi- 
tion in  the  column  which  he  may  select. 

Corps  headquarters  train  will  move  with  General  Baird. 

In  the  absence  of  further  orders,  the  different  commanders  will  march 
each  morning  at  daylight  and  make  the  greatest  distance  possible  each 
day,  reporting  their  position  every  evening. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Crossmg  of  Great  Pedee  River,  S.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Buell, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his 
satisfaction  with  the  energy  and  perseverance  you  have  displayed  in 
laying  the  bridge  over  the  Great  Pedee,  and  his  gratification  at  its 
completion.  You  are  now  relieved  from  duty  at  the  river  and  will 
march  your  brigade  to-night  with  its  division.  During  the  march  on 
Fayetteville,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  will  report  his  command  to 
Brigadier-General  Morgan,  and  will  raise  the  bridge  under  his  direc- 
tions. He  will  report  to  you  again  at  the  latter  place.  If  you  have  any 
instructions  or  suggestions  which  will  aid  Colonel  Moore  in  raising  tlie 
bridge  i)lease  give  them  to  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Sneedsborough,  N.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 
This  command  will  march  to-day  to  Cheraw  to  cross  the  river  as 
follows:  Second  Division  at  8 a.  m.;  First  Division  at  9 a.  m.;  Third 
Division  at  10  a.  m.  Fach  division  will  cover  its  own  trains.  The 
artillery  will  ])recede  the  train  of  the  Second  Division. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

(BIAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistan t A dju tan t- General. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Great  Pedee  River ^ March  6,  1865, 
This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Mark’s  Creek  as  follows: 
Second  Division  at  6 a.  m.  The  First  Division  will  march  in  time  to 
close  up  with  the  trains  of  the  leading  division,  the  Third  itivision 
marching  in  rear  of  the  First  Division.  General  Geary  Avill  march  one 
unencumbered  brigade  in  advance.  General  Ward  Avill  detail  one 
brigade  as  a rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  accompany  the 
rear  guard;  the  remainder  of  the  artillery  will  march  in  rear  of  the 
advanced  brigade.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will  follow  the  train 
of  the  leading  division,  each  division  covering  its  own  train. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

.CHAS.  MOYEB, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  6,  1865 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

Sheridan  will  push  on  to  Lynchburg  and  if  information  received 
there  justifies  it,  he  Avill  push  on  into  North  Carolina  and  join  you  and 
Sherman  with  a cavalry  force  of  about  8,000  men. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,'  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  23.  ) Wilmington.,  N.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 

*#***## 
lY.  The  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  having  reported  at  these 
headquarters,  in  compliance  witli  orders  from  headquarters  Armies  of 
the  United  States,  will  report  for  orders  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 
commanding  Provisional  Corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  d,  1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  Wright,  New  Berne : 

The  old  track  is  simply  capsized  from  Core  Creek  tor  about  five  miles 
and  a half.  The  remainder  of  the  way  the  iron  has  been  carried  ofi'. 
The  plank  that  was  sent  up  need  not  be  used  for  our  purposes,  but 
you  can  use  it  as  you  originally  intended. 

I Avould  like  to  arrange  so  that  the  road  shall  be  finished  each  night 
to  a point  where  our  wagons  may  meet  the  trains  by  driving  right 
down  the  old  roadbed.  This  they  can  do  if  it  be  not  necessary  to 
scatter  ties,  &c.,  in  advance  of  the  point  to  Avhich  each  day’s  Avork 
will  finish  it. 

This  arrangement  will  save  several  miles  of  travel,  and  as  I have  so 
few  wagons  it  is  very  important  to  me.  Still  I do  not  Avish  to  impede 
your  ])rogress. 

Hoav  fast  can  you  relay  the  track  over  the  five  miles  from  Core 
Creek?  Has  any  more  iron  arrived? 

J.  1).  COX, 

Major-  G enera /,  Com ma nding. 
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Gore  Creek,  March  6‘,  1865. 

Captain  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Berne: 

Send  up  to  Captain  Loud,  of  the  escort,  three  days’  rations  of  forage 
for  105  horses.  Let  me  know  if  the  steamers  and  flats  are  ready 
for  use,  and  whether  you  can  ship  on  them  rations  for  the  command. 
1 will  telegraph  again  whether  I wish  them  to  start,  but  want  every- 
thing ready. 


J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Core  Creek,  March  6*,  1865. 


Col.  J.  W.  Barriger, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence^  Neiv  Berne : 

How  long  do  you  stay,  and  shall  I see  you  ? Arrangements  should 
be  made  to  supply  all  our  force  here,  including  the  division  of  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  through  the  depot  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Xew 
Berne,  to  simplify  matters.  General  Schofield  expects  to  join  me  at 
Kinston  in  a few  days,  marching  across  the  country. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Core  Creek,  March  d,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Bhind, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Agaivam: 

I expect  within  two  days  to  move  some  steamers  with  flats  in  tow 
up  the  Xeuse  to  Kinston,  if  I shall  be  in  possession  there;  other- 
wise to  such  point  on  the  river  near  there  as  I may  reach.  I have  one 
army  gun-boat  at  Xew  Berne  to  convoy  them.  I understood  from 
Captain  Truxtun  that  your  vessels  drew  too  much  water  to  go  up  the 
river,  and  therefore  supposed  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to  assist 
me.  I expect  to  learn  definitely  whether  the  ram  reported  at  Kins- 
ton is  likely  to  be  used,  before  ordering  the  boats  up.  My  object  in 
moving  the  vessels  is  twofold — first,  to  bring  up  supplies;  and  second, 
to  use  them  as  a ferry  or  pontoon  bridge,  according  to  circumstances. 
If  you  can  suggest  any  way  in  which  the  navy  can  co-operate  I shall 
be  most  happy.  The  harbor  master  afc  Xew  Berne  can  give  you  full 
particulars. 


J.  D.  COX, 

Major- Ge^ieral,  Commanding. 


• Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  Creehy  March  6^  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Buger, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Twenty -third  Army  Corps: 
General:  You  may  move  your  division  to  this  i)oint  in  the  morn- 
ing, starting  at  7 o’clock.  If  you  can  i)ossibly  do  so,  let  the  men  bring 
four  days’  rations  with  them,  as  it  is  very  important  to  be  as  little 
de])erident  upon  the  railroad  for  a few  days  as  possible.  1 would  like  to 
have  all  the  rations  you  do  not  use  which  are  now  at  the  railroad  near 
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you  sent  up  to  the  Core  Creek  Station  at  the  terminus  of  the  road, 
immediately,  so  that  wagons  from  General  Carter’s  command  may  meet 
them  there  to-night.  Please  furnish  a detail  to  load  them  as  soon  as 
the  railroad  can  furnish  a train.  A portion  of  General  Palmer’s 
division  is  pushing  forward  in  advance  of  this  position  to-night,  and  I 
hope  to-morrow  to  be  able  to  close  in  upon  Kinston  and  test  the 
question  of  the  rebels  making  a stand  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commandmg. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  6,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  Division^  District  of  Beaufort : 

General:  I think  your  wagons  had  better  go  back  by  way  of  the 
railroad,  to  get  either  forage  or  supplies  as  you  may  think  best.  If 
Claassen  gets  a position  over  Southwest  Creek  I shall  want  your  divis- 
ion to  move  up  to  that  X)oint  very  early  in  the  morning,  but  in  that  case 
the  baggage  will  have  to  be  left  till  the  wagons  come  up  again. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  11.  ) Near  Core  Creeh,  March  6,  1865. 

The  division  will  move  for  Gum  Creek  at  7 o’clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing (March  7).  The  command  will  move  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
First,  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Orr  commanding;  second.  Third  Brigade, 
Colonel  Thomas  commanding;  third.  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  McQuis- 
ton  commanding.  The  batteries  and  baggage  will  move  by  the  Dover 
road,  and  two  regiments  will  be  detailed  from  the  Second  Brigade  to 
guard  the  batteries  and  baggage.  The  senior  officer  of  the  two  regi- 
ments detailed  from  the  Second  Brigade  will  report  to  these  head- 
quarters for  instructions  to-morrow  morning  at  b o’clock.  The  inckets 
and  all  safeguards  will  be  drawn  in  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning 
(March  7). 

By  cominand  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Ruger: 

J.  E.  CRAVENS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  Second  Diy., 

> Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  14.  ) Wilmington,  N.  0.,  March  6^  1865. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  my  assuming  command  of  this 
brigade  occasions  embarrassment  which  cannot  be  expressed.  I can 
only  hoiie  that  the  former  mutual  confidence  which  has  existed  may 
still  continue,  and  that  I may  be  able  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  gallant 
brigade  which  I have  the  honor  to  command. 

ORLANDO  H.  MOORE, 

Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry^  Comdg.  Brigade. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Wilmington, 

No.  5.  ( Wilmington^  W.  (7.,  March  6,  1865, 

######* 

V.  Maj.  F.  W.  Prince,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  com- 
manding post  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  0.,  will,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties, 
act  as  provost-marshal  of  the  post. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Hawley: 

E.  LEWIS  MOOEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington^  W.  0.,  March  d,  1865. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  0.  Abbott,  Commanding  Post : 

Sir:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  take  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  including  the  outpost  or 
bridge-head  just  over  Brunswick  Eiver,  protecting  the  pontoon  bridge. 
You  will  examine  the  line  of  Smith’s  Creek  and  Jumping  Eun  and  the 
ponds,  &c.,  with  a view  to  defense  and  to  the  picket-line  which  will 
be  needed  when  Major-General  Terry’s  command  shall  be  withdrawn. 
You  will  complete  the  earth-work  laid  out  for  the  protection  of  Wil- 
mington and  Weldon  Eailroad  depots,  which  are  to  be  used  as  Govern- 
ment warehouses.  Upon  application  to  Major  Terry,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, &c.,  a detail  of  200  will  be  furnished  for  that  purpose. 
Captain  McClure,  of  the  eugineers,  is  in  immediate  charge  of  that  work 
and  of  other  engineering  operations  about  Wilmington.  He  will  report 
to  you  as  post  commandant.  It  will  be  well  to  visit  the  outpost  on 
Brunswick  Eiver  soon . It  consists  of  200  men,  under  Captain  Lawrence, 
Seventh  New  Hampshire.  Ought  to  be  relieved  as  often  as  once  a week. 
You  will  endeavor  to  keep  a careful  report  of  all  transient  detachments 
of  trooi)S,  requiring  them  to  make  daily  field  returns  to  you.  You 
should  be  able  to  give  the  entire  force  in  the  city  daily,  including  all 
prisoners,  convalescents,  recruits,  &c.,  as  they  will  be  constantly  pre- 
senting requisitions  for  rations. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LEWIS  MOOEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  S.  C.,  March  6’,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Armies  of  the  United  States : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a copy  of  a letter  received  from  Briga- 
dier-General Webster,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Sherman,  requesting 
that  no  troops  be  taken  from  Savannah  to  be  replaced  by  inferior  ones.* 
Two  brigades  were  at  the  time  under  orders  to  proceed  from  Savannah 
to  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  in  comj)liance  with  your  order  of  February  19.  I 
have  authorized  General  Grover,  commanding  at  Savannah,  to  retain 
for  the  present  one  of  the  brigades  named,  and  I presume  that  by  the 
time  we  have  transportation  for  them  something  more  definite  than  tlie 
information  we  now  possess  will  be  ascertained  concerning  the  rebel 
force  at  Augusta  and  other  future  movements. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


See  Webster  to  Gilliriore,  2d,  j).  658. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  (7.,  March  6,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  Your  instructions  to  put  a steamer  on  as  an  express 
vessel  to  brin^  information  from  Georgetown  have  been  received.  I 
have  no  steamer  liere  suited  for  the  purpose  but  the  Anna  Maria,  and 
for  her  I have  no  coal.  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  send  the  remainder 
of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty -seventh  New  York  and  the  additional 
regiment  ordered  to  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  op  the  South, 

Charleston^  S.  (7.,  March  6.  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 

General:  Your  instructions  to  have  the  interior  passage  opened  to 
Hilton  Head  will  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible.  We  are  hampered 
here  by  want  of  coal  or  steamers  suitable  for  the  purpose  that  will 
burn  wood. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

The  quartermaster  tells  me  that  the  Coit  will  be  detained  until  4 p.  m. 
to  get  the  regiment  ordered  down  on  board.  It  will  not  occur  again. 

J.  P.  H., 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

[>  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  12.  ) Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 

##*#*** 

III.  No  officer  or  soldier  will  l)e  allowed  to  enter  any  house  within 
the  limits  of  the  district  under  pretense  of  searching  for  arms  or  prop- 
erty liable  to  conhscation  without  written  authority  from  Captain 
Sturdevant,  Avith  the  following  exceptions: 

First.  Authority  from  the  headquarters,  signed  by  commanding 
general. 

Second.  Authority  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post  of  Charles- 
ton, signed  by  himself. 

Third.  Commanders  of  columns  moving  through  the  country  may 
designate,  by  written  orders  during  the  march,  officers  for  this  purpose. 

By  command  of  Prig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LFONAKD  P.  I^ERPY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  42.  ) Charleston^  8.  0.,  March  6‘,  1865. 

#****## 

II.  Col.  E.  A.  Kozlay,  Eifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  having 
reported  at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  ordered  to  report  with  his 
coinmand  to  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfeiniig,  commanding  defenses 
of  Charleston,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

#***##* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut..,  Fifty -fifth  Mass,  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen, 


Headquarters  Post  of  Charleston, 

Charleston^  8.  6’.,  March  6',  1865, 

Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D., 

President  of  the  American  Union  Commission.,  New  York  City : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Mahloii  T.  Hewitt,  of  your  city, 
has  called  upon  me  in  behalf  of  the  American  Union  Mission  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  condition  of  the  people  of  Charleston,  and  to  devise  some 
method  by  which  the  suffering  and  want  occasioned  by  the  rebellion 
may  be  most  surely  alleviated.  We  thank  you  for  this  promiit  indica- 
tion that  the  men  of  the  North  symi)athize  in  the  afflictions  of  their 
fellow  countrymen,  and  desire  to  meet  them  when  returning  to  loyalty 
in  the  true  spirit  of  a Christian  brotherhood.  The  suffering  here  is 
great,  nor  is  it  confined  to  the  xioorer  class  alone.  Charleston  is  to-day 
cut  oh  from  the  back  couiitr}"  by  the  presence  of  intervening  armies. 
Eamilies  who  have  heretofore  derived  their  income  from  country  estates 
are  now,  of  necessity,  in  want.  Others  whose  property  has  been  grad- 
ually absorbed  into  rebel  bonds  are  i)enniless.  The  rebel  currency  is 
worthless.  Thus  many  who  have  been  tenderly  reared  are  now  sufer- 
ing.  IiKStances  of  want  come  daily  and  hourly  to  my  notice,  which  I 
am  x)Owerless  to  alleviate.  Major-General  Gillmore,  commanding  this 
department,  generously  turned  over  most  of  the  rice  captured  in  the 
city  to  a committee,  who  are  distributing  it  for  the  relief  of  the  most 
necessitous.  But  this  supply  can  only  last  for  a few  days  at  the  best, 
and  does  not  begin  to  answer  our  wants.  We  need  money,  provisions, 
clothing,  and  medicines  and  delicacies  for  the  sick.  You  cannot  do  too 
much  for  us.  Your  agent,  Mr.  Hewitt,  has,  at  my  suggestion,  invited 
several  prominent  residents  of  Charleston  to  organize  as  an  auxiliary 
association  to  your  commission,  and  thus  insure  the  safe  and  e(iuitable 
distribution  of  the  (charity  which  you  so  nobly  offer.  These  gentlemen 
have  accepted,  and  the  loyal  i)eoi)le  of  the  North  may  rely  ux)on  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  trust.  1 believe  that  the  nation  will  resi)ond 
to  the  appeal  which  your  commission  makes  in  behalf  of  this  great 
charity,  and  look  forward  hoj)el‘ully  to  the  day  when  the  olive  branch 
you  ])roffer  shall  be  i)lanted  beside  hearthstones  made  desolate  by  war, 
and  bear  the  golden  fruitage  of  reconciliation  and  i)eace. 

Very  res})ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
Colonel  103d  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Comma^idiny  the  City. 


712 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  March  6‘,  1865. 

[General  Gillmore:] 

My  Gear  General:  Oii  my  return  to  Savannali  from  tlie  prison  at 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  the  poor  Catholics  of  my  charge  mentioned  to  me 
the  awful  news  that  the  Catholic  graveyard  was  turned  into  a fortifi- 
cation, the  ashes  of  the  dead  uplifted  into  a military  breast- work,  and 
that  the  remains  of  the  bishops,  priests,  and  sisters  of  mercy  (victims 
of  yellow  fever  in  1857  and  1858)  had  to  be  removed  to  save  them  from 
profanation.’’  It  must  be  in  extreme  military  necessity  when  tlie 
ashes  of  the  dead  are  disturbed  or  breast-Avorks  erected  on  their  place 
of  repose.  Might  can  eftect  it,  but  does  Eight  sanction  it? 

I look  on  you  and  Major-General  Foster  to  be  brave  and  Christian 
generals,  and  I am  deeply  afflicted  that  any  subordinate  should,  by 
any  act  of  his  or  their  anti-Catholic  feeling,  tarnish  the  dignity  and 
honor  of  your  names. 

I feel  that  the  spirits  of  the  dead,  whose  bodies  have  been  exhumed, 
command  of  you  in  justice  and  religion  to  have  them  replaced  in  tlieir 
former  place  of  rest,  and  the  injuries  done  the  Catholic  graveyard 
repaired. 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  I am,  my  dear  general,  yours,  truly, 

PETEE  WHELAX, 

‘‘  Catholic  Priest.” 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  6,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  Schitrz, 

Washmfjton  City : 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  directs  me  to  respectfully  acknowledge 
the  receipt  by  him  of  your  letter  of  date  20th  February,  and  to  say  to 
jmu  in  reply  that,  uj)on  the  completion  of  your  present  duties,  you  will 
be  ordered  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  as  you  request.  As 
soon  as  you  are  ready  to. go  to  Sherman,  please  notify  these  headquar- 
ters and  the  necessary  orders  will  be  sent  you  at  once. 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City  Point,  A^a.,  March  7,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

The  Eichmond  papers  to-day  contain  nothing  of  particular  interest. 
The  following  items  are  taken  from  the  Whig : 

THE  NEWS  EMBAKGO. 

Since  the  newspapers,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  military  authorities, 
have  suspended  the  publication  of  war  news,  the  people  have  become  more  ea^er 
than  before  for  information  from  the  localities  of  active  o])erations.  All  sorts  of 
rumors,  favorable  and  otherwise,  are  j^ut  into  circulation,  am])lilied,  contradicted, 
and  reasserted  until  a ])erfect  muddle  prevails,  and  nobody  knows  whether  events 
are  ])rogressing  satisfactorily  or  adversely.  The  usual  sources  of  information,  the 
newspapers,  are  looked  to  in  vain,  and  the  existing  iMicertainty  must  therefore  cou- 
linue  until  the  military  importance  of  reticence  has  passed  by  or  been  qualified  by 
<levelo])ments.  When  that  time  arrives  the  press  will,  we  presume,  be  promptly 
notified,  in  order  that  it  may  resume  its  vocation  of  furnishing  the  ])ublic  with  relia- 
ble information  from  the  seats  of  war.  In  the  meantime,  if  anything  of  interest 
transpires  which  can  be  ])ublished,  we  are  confidentthat  the  intelligent  Secretary  of 
War  will  cause  the  news  to  be  promi)tly  communicated  to  the  press. 
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It  is  certain  that  a large  ])ortion  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  has  been 
burned,  but  as  yet  we  hav’e  no  positive  information  as  to  the  extent  of  the  fire,  or 
boundaries  of  the  burned  district. 

The  Charlotte  Bulletin  of  the  26th  ultimo  says  that  it  was  rumored  that  the  city 
had  been  garrisoned  by  2,500  negro  troops,  and  that  a raid  had  been  made  on  the 
workshops  of  the  Greenville  railroad  at  Helena,  in  Newberry  District,  and  much 

1) roperty  destroyed . 

The  Greensborough  Patriot  of  the  2d  instant  says  that  Sherman  left  no  forces  at 
all  in  Columbia,  and  it  understands  his  troops  did  very  little  damage  to  private 

2) roperty.  The  old  capitol  building  was  burnt,  the  fire  originating  from  shells  which 
were  thrown  at  the  new  capitol,  near  the  old  building.  Railroad  communication  is 
now  ojjen  to  Columbia,  says  the  Patriot,  and  those  of  the  citizens  who  fled  on 
Sherman’s  approach  are  returning  to  their  homes. 

From  the  CaroUnas. 

The  Goldsborough  Journal  of  the  4th  instant  says: 

‘^From  Kinston  we  have  the  assurance  that  all  is  quiet.  Not  only  has  no  advance 
been  made  by  the  enemy,  but  it  is  thought  doubtful  by  outsiders  if  there  is  any  large 
force  at  New  Berne.  At  all  events  no  apprehension  is  felt  there,  and  we  know  our 
military  authorities  are  on  the  alert. 

“From  Schofield’s  command,  on  the  line  of  the  Wilmington  road,  we  have  very  lit- 
tle. There  has  been  no  advance  in  this  direction  during  the  ^last  week.”  Referring 
to  Sherman,  the  Journal  says:  “We  shall  not  be  much  surj^rised  to  hear  of  a retro- 
grade movement  on  his  part;  indeed,  we  fear  he  will  make  one.” 

Details  of  the  above  news  are  contraband.  The  jiublic  must  be  patient,  with  the 
assurance  that  all  is  going  well. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieuteiiant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville,  S.  6'.,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  Captain  Duncan  has  been  to  the  railroad  to-day.  lie 
burned  some  trestle-work  and  learned  that  the  rebels  themselves  had 
broken  the  road  below  Lumberton.  I send  you  herewith  i^apers  of  the 
1st  and  2d,  which  he  brought  in.  My  left  column  will  to-morrow  move 
to  Laurinburg,  and  my  right  to  Gilopolis.  My  headquarters  will  be 
to-morrow  night  at  Laurinburg. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Croohed  Creeh,  March  7,  1865. 
Major-General  1 1 oward, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Yoursof  this  date,  inclosingi)apers,  is  received.  The  gen- 
eral-in-cliief  will  move  to-morrow  with  this  corps,  and  meet  you  at 
Laurinburg. 

1 am,  with  respect. 


L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special 
Eield  Orders, 
No.  55. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Brightsville^  8.  C.,  March  7,  :I865. 
* * # # * 


III.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, will  move  forward  toward  Lanrinburg  with  the  head  of  column 
reaching  that  point.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P. 
Blair  commanding,  will  move  to  Gilopolls.  General  Blair  will  send  for- 
ward his  mounted  infantry  and  secure  Campbell’s  Bridge.  These  head- 
quarters will  be  established  during  to-morrow  at  or  near  Lanrinburg. 

IV.  Corps  commanders  will  endeavor  to  have  collected  for  each 
division  and  to  keep  constantly  on  hand  at  least  fifteen  days’  supply 
of  fresh  beef  on  the  hoofs,  and  to  have  at  least  that  amount  on  hand 
at  the  close  of  the  campaign.  In  collecting  cattle  care  should  be  taken 
to  collect  those  of  good  size  and  only  such  as  will  make  good  beef. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  7,  1865. 

Captain  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Third  and  Second 
Divisions  will  be  in  camp  at  the  crossing  of  the  main  Fayetteville  road 
over  Crooked  Creek.  The  position  of  the  other  divisions  I presume 
you  know.  General  Logan  is  now  selecting  a camp  for  Second  Divis- 
ion, and  in  consequence  thereof — 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  7,  1865. 

Captain  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Department  of  the  Tennessee  : 
Captain  : The  pontoon  train  is  up,  and  has  gone  into  park.  It  will 
move  to-morrow  morning  with  this  column.  Lanrinburg  is  Laurel  Hill. 
The  citizens  speak  of  the  places  as  one  and  the  same. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

BrightsviUe,  8.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I have  the  iionor  to  receive  your  note  per  Major  Wood 
hull.  The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  General  Blair 
reports  that  every  house  on  his  line  of  march  to-day  was  i)illaged, 
trunks  broken  open,  jewelry,  silver,  &c.,  taken.  An  order  on  the  sub- 
ject will  be  issued  to-morrow  night.  In  tbe  meantime  he  asks  you  to 
take  sufficient  measures  to  prevent  such  outrages,  and  be  sure  that  the 
division  commanders  know  the  oliicers  in  charge  of  the  foraging  parties. ' 
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Unless  these  outrages  are  stopped  an  order  will  have  to  be  issued  dis- 
continuing foraging  entirely.  I inclose  you  General  B.’s  letter  on 
the  subject,  which  you  will  please  forward  to  General  Sherman  after 
reading.  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  DYKE, 

Assistcmt  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fif'I'eenth  Army  Corps, 

Goodivin\H  Mills.^  8.  0.,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Y^oodhitll, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  I respectfully  report  that  I left  camp  near  Grant’s  Mill  at  6 
this  morning,  and,  moving  by  a plantation  road  over  Yaked  Creek,  went 
into  camp  again  this  p.  m.,  on  the  Fayetteville  stage  road  just  beyond 
Goodwin’s  Mills,  facing  north  and  east,  so  as  to  cover  the  road.  My 
headquarters  are  near  the  mill.  I inclose  the  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  Woods,  commanding  First  Brigade,  concerning  the  explosion 
that  occurred  near  Cheraw  yesterday  morning. t While  I lament  the 
unfortunate  affair,  I cannot  by  any  inquiry  discover  whoAvas  the  guilty 
or  careless  party  that  occasioned  the  explosion,  but  I do  complain 
against,  and  blame,  the  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  destroying  the 
ammunition  at  Cheraw  for  carelessness  in  exposing  it  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  trains  and  troops,  and  at  a point  where  it  was  known  a column 
would  be  obliged  to  pass. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  11.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville,  8.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  B.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : In  case  you  receive  no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  Gen- 
eral Logan,  the  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  forward  at 
7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  pn  the  same  road  on  which  you  are  encamped  to 
Laurinburg.  General  Corse’s  division  will  in  that  case  follow  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  YAY  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Croohed  Creeic,  8.  C.,  Alar  eh  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodiiull, 

'Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  I have  the  honor  to  reimrt  that  this  command  marched  on 
Fayetteville  road  at  12  in.,  crossed  Fhill’s  and  Heel  Creeks,  and  canqied 
on  east  side  Crooked  Creek  at  (>  p.  m.,  having  marched  eleven  miles. 
Captured  two  jirisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEY, 

Major- General. 

tSee  Woods  to  Wilson,  p.  701. 


See  p.  717. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  CroolieO  Creel',  S.  G.,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  moved  from 
camp  near  Phill’s  Creek  at  9 o’clock  this  a.  m.  and  marched,  via  neigh- 
borhood. Society  Hill,  and  Fayetteville  roads,  to  Crooked  Creek;  dis- 
tance, twelve  miles.  The  command  is  encamiied  in  column  by  regiments 
on  the  north  side  of  the  main  road,  fronting  east.  These  headquarters 
are  in  rear  of  the  division,  about  200  yards  from  road. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Goodwin'’s  Mills,  8.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant:  Pursuant  to  instructions  received 
from  corps  headquarters,  I broke  camp  at  7 a.  m.  and  moved  my  com- 
mand to  Goodwin’s  Mills,  or  vicinity,  on  Crooked  Creek,  via  Irby’s  and 
Easterling’s  Mills,  and  the  junction  of  the  Bennetts ville  and  Cheraw 
roads,  making  a march  of  ten  miles,  the  greater  portion  of  the  route 
pursued  being  upon  what  the  citizens  designate  as  the  old  Stage  road, 
leading  direct  to  Springfield.  I would  respectfully  state  that  my  com- 
mand barely  escaped  very  serious  detention  by  the  burning  of  Irby’s 
and  Easterling’s  Mills  by  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  the  fire  com- 
municating to  both  bridges,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  foragers,  who 
were  in  time  to  extinguish  partially  the  flames,  I should  not  have  been 
able  to  make  the  j)oiut  designated  in  your  order  until  a much  later  hour, 
I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special  ) Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  36.  ) In  the  Field,  Goodivin’s  Mills,  S.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

#****## 

VI.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
8th  instant,  on  Laurinburg,  taking  the  old  Stage  road,  the  Second  Bri- 
gade in  advance,  with  one  regiment  marching  abreast  of  the  battery; 
the  First  Brigade  in  rear,  with  three  regiments  marching  abreast  of 
the  sui)ply  ami  ordnance  trains.  Trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,,  GoodiviFs  Mills,,  March  7,  1865, 

Col.  F.  J.  Hurlbut, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel:  This  division  will  follow  the  First  Division  to-morrow, 
starting  at  or  near  8 a.  m.,  taking  the  old  Stage  road  and  passing 
through  Springfield  to  Laurinburg,  on  the  railroad.  You  will  start  in 
season  to  join  us  here  if  possible. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — If  you  can  join  the  division  more  easily  by  moving  forward  on 
your  road  to  Springfield,  there  will  be  no  objection,  although  it  seems 
safer  to  come  this  way,  providing  you  are  not  over  three  or  four  miles 
away. 

By  order:  L.  H.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Beaver  Dam  Creel,,  S.  C.,  Alareh  7,  1865. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,,  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Te^inessee: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command  is  in  camp 
on  the  east  side  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  with  the  mounted  infantry  at 
Barn’s  Bridge.  Every  house  that  we  pass  is  pillaged,  and  as  we  are 
about  to  enter  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  1 think  the  people  should 
be  treated  more  considerately.  The  only  way  to  prevent  this  state  of 
afiairs  is  to  put  a stop  to  foraging.  I have  enough  in  my  wagons  to 
last  to  Goldsborough,  and  I suppose  the  rest  of  the  army  has  also.  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  an  order  be  issued  against  foraging. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Alajor- General. 


Major-General  Howard, 

Coynmanding  Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 

Every  house  we  pass  is  pillaged  precisely  as  tlie  one  you  spoke  of  in 
your  dispatch  yesterday.  There  is  no  cure  except  the  entire  cessation 
of  foraging.  The  system  is  vicious  and  its  results  utterly  deplorable. 
As  there  is  no  longer  a necessity  for  it  I beg  that  an  order  may  be 
issued  to  prohibit  it.  General  Sherman  said  that  when  we  reached 
North  Carolina  he  would  pay  for  everything  brought  to  us  and  forbid 
foraging.  I believe  it  would  have  an  excellent  effect  upon  the  country 
to  change  our  policy  in  this  respect,  and  consider  it  my  duty  to  submit 
the  matter  to  your  consideration. 

Re.spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRAJSK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- Goieral. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville^  8.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  tlie  consideration  of  the  general- in -chief. 
All  mounted  jiarties  of  foragers  will  be  dismounted  to-morrow,  except 
one  for  each  division. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Major- General. 
Per  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville^  8.  6\,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  in  relation  to  foraging.  In  reply,  the  general  directs 
me  to  say  that  an  order  Avill  be  issued  on  the  subject  to-morroAv  night. 
In  the  meantime  he  asks  you  to  do  whatever  you  think  iiroper  to  regu- 
late the  foraging  in  your  own  command. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Departmejit  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Brightsville,  8.  6\,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commandmg  8eventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  general  wishes  to  know  as  soon  as  possible  to-mor- 
row whether  Campbell’s  Bridge  has  been  destroyed,  and  if  so,  whether 
or  not  you  Avill  need  any  of  the  pontoon  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  60.  ] Beaver  Dam  Church.,  March  7,  1865. 

#*****» 

II.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  on  the  Fayetteville  road  to 
Campbell’s  Bridge.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  com- 
manding, Avill  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.  The 
Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Third  Division.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  com- 
manding, will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  The  First  lAIichigan  Engi- 
neers Avill  follow  the  Third  Division  with  tool  wagons  and  ambulances. 
Their  train  Avill  follow  the  train  of  the  same  division.  The  troops  will 
move  on  the  right  of  the  train.  The  Ninth  Illinois  INIounted  Infantry 
will  move  forAvard  at  7 o’clock  and  secure  Canpibeirs  Bridge  on  Lum- 
ber River.  The  mounted  foragers  of  the  several  divisions  Avill  report 
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to  Lieutenant-Colouel  Hughes,  comm  an  cling  Ninth  Illinois,  for  duty, 
and  will  start  sufficiently  early  to  reach  him  at  ?•  o’clock.  He  is 
encamped  at  Barn’s  Bridge,  about  three  miles  from  camx)  on  the  main 
road. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Third  Division, 

> Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  54.  ) Beaver  Dam  Church,  March  7,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  advance. 
The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the 
advance,  moving  troops  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  Second  Brigade, 
Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Brigade,  detailing 
one  regiment  for  rear  guard.  Artillery  and  trains  in  usual  order. 
Mounted  foragers  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes,  command- 
ing Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  three  miles  in  the  advance,  at 
7 a.  m. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force : 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge7ieral. 


General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

> Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  8.  ) Near  tS^ieedshorough^  N.  (7.,  March  7,  1865. 

All  officers  and  soldiers  of  tliis  command  are  reminded  that  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  was  one  of  the  last  States  that  passed  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  and  thax  from  the  commencement  of  the  Avar  there  has 
been  in  this  State  a strong  Union  i)arty.  Her  action  on  the  question 
of  secession  Avas  undoubtedly  brought  about  by  the  traitorous  acts  of 
other  States,  and  by  intrigue  and  dishonesty  on  the  jiart  of  her  OAvn 
citizens.  The  act  never  even  met  the  approval  of  the  great  mass  of  her 
people.  It  should  not  be  assumed  that  the  inhabitants  are  enemies  to 
our  Government,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  ewery  effort  Avill  be  made 
to  ])revent  any  Avanton  destruction  of  x^i‘Oi)erty,  or  any  unkind  treat- 
ment of  citizens. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

BOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bedee  River,  N.  C.,  March  7,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  FourteerUh  Ariny  Corps: 
Colonel:  Everything  safely  over  the  river.  The  pontoon  is  being 
taken  up.  No  apx)earance  of  the  enemy. 

Very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  I).  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  G enteral. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Four  Miles  east  of  CheraWj  S.  (7.,  March  7,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  We  commenced  crossing  the  bridge  at  4 p.  m.  -yesterday, 
and  have  kept  at  work  all  night.  The  rear  division  is  now  nearly  up 
to  this  point.  I have  started  the  Second  Division  toward  the  railroad 
at  Mark’s  Creek.  Tbe  other  divisions  will  follow  and  encamp  in  that 
vicinity  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Statio7i  103,  Eockingham  and  Wilmington  Railroad, 

March  7,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  toward  McFarland’s  Bridge,  over  Lumber 
River,  to-morrow  as  follows:  First  Division  at  7 a.  m.,  Third  Division 
at  8 a.  m.,  Second  Division  at  9 a.  m.  General  Jackson  will  march  two 
brigades  in  advance  of  the  trains.  General  Geary  will  detail  one  bri- 
gade as  rear  guard.  One  section  of  artillery  will  march  with  tbe  rear 
guard,  one  battery  in  rear  of  General  Jackson’s  advanced  brigade,  tbe 
balance  at  tbe  head  of  the  trains.  The  artillery  ammunition  train  will 
march  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Cavalry  Command,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss., 

Rockingham,  N.  6’.,  March  7,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Alilitary  Division  of  the  Mississipjyi : 

Ma.ior:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  just  occupied  this 
place,  driving  out  Butler’s  cavalry,  the  rear  guard  of  General  Hardee’s 
forces.  Hardee  made  this  place  his  headquarters  Saturday  evening. 
His  troops  commenced  coming  in  Friday  morning;  the  last  came  in 
Saturday  night  and  left  Monday.  The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
and  Tenth  Ohio  are  now  pursuing  Butler,  who  has  taken  the  road  north, 
running  through  Fair  Ground  to  Ashborough.  Hardee  has  taken  the 
road,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  through  Ashborough  to  Greensborough. 
He  had  with  him  about  15,900  men  with  artillery.  I can  hear  nothing 
from  Fayetteville.  I believe  Hardee  is  marching  to  form  a junction 
with  Beauregard,  and  I think  will  march  first  to  Ashborough  and 
thence  to  Greensborough,  or  Raleigh,  as  the  case  maybe,  and  my  scouts 
meet  no  resistance  yet,  reported  on  roads  leading  to  Fayetteville.  Tbe 
enemy  made  inquiries  in  this  place  about  bridges  over  Haw  River,  and 
I tbink  if  he  was  marching  on  Raleigh  would  move  as  high  up  as  Ash- 
borough in  order  to  avoid  Cape  Fear  River,  as  he  has  no  pontoon 
bridges,  so  far  as  I can  learn,  with  him. 

The  enemy  had  three  citizens  under  arrest  for  burning  bridges  over 
Lumber  River.  It  is  re])orted  the  enemy  bas  about  800  of  our  pris- 
oners of  war  wiib  tbem  who  have  taken  tbe  oatb  of  allegiance  to  the 
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Confederate  Government,  and  they  are  using  them  to  work  upon  the 
roads.  Four  came  in  to  my  lines  this  morning.  Our  troops  under 
Schofield,  it  is  reported  here  (and  I think  the  information  reliable),  were 
at  Elizabeth,  thirty-eight  miles  below  Fayetteville,  on  Friday  last. 
This  alone  would  have  driven  Hardee  north,  unless  the  enemy  intended 
to  fight  at  Fayetteville.  I will  promptly  advise  you  as  to  all  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  this  direction. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  KILFATKICK, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commandimj  Cavalry,  Army  of  Invasion. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Camp  on  Fayetteville  Road,  Thirteen  Miles  from  Cheraw, 

In  the  Field,  Alar  eh  7,  1865. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Rockingham  : 

General:  Yours  of  this  date,  11  a.  m.,  is  just  received.  1 am  well 
ideased  to  learn  that  Hardee  is  making  well  north.  Though  willing 
now  to  fight  Joe  Johnston,  who  commands  in  chief,  I would  prefer  to 
work  over  to  the  new  base  to  clear  our  columns  of  the  impedimenta 
and  make  junction  with  Schofield,  who  is  doubtless  working  up  toward 
Goldsborough.  If  I, can  get  that  point  secure,  with  both  railroads  down 
to  Wilmington  and  Kew  Berne,  you  will  iierceive  what  a base  I will 
have.  Ealeigh  will  be  easy  of  conquest  and  Ave  can  drive  all  Carolina 
north  of  the  Eoanoke,  where  the  concentrated  armies  of  the  Confeder- 
acy will  have  contracted  foraging  ground.  But  of  that  hereatter. 
Now  I will  make  for  Fayetteville,  and  only  ask  you  to  keep  ut>  the  seem- 
iug  appearance  of  pushing  after  Hardee,  but  really  keep  your  com- 
mand well  in  hand,  and  the  horses  and  men  in  the  best  possible  order 
as  to  food  and  forage.  To-morrow  night  I will  send  messengers  with 
my  orders  for  Schofield,  but  shall  aim  to  reach  Goldsborough.  I doift 
want  to  make  ‘‘  Southing.”  Our  infantry  columns  are  doing  Ayell.  I 
Avill  let  Davis  enter  Fayetteville  first,  and  if  the  people  will  spare  the 
bridge,  I want  all  to  be  easy  on  the  citizens,  but  if  they  burn  bridges 
or  bother  us  we  must  go  the  whole  figure.  In  conversation  with 
people  evince  a determination  to  maintain  the  Union,  but  treat  all 
other  matters  as  beneath  a soldier’s  notice.  Give  us  a whole  country 
with  a Government  and  leave  details  to  the  lawyers.  Deal  as  moder- 
ately and  fairly  by  the  North  Carolinians  as  possible,  and  fan  thefiame 
of  discord  already  subsisting  between  them  and  theii’  proud  cousins  of 
South  Carolina.  There  never  was  much  love  between  them.  Touch 
ui)on  the  chivalry  of  running  away,  always  leaving  their  families  for 
us  to  feed  and  protect,  and  then  on  luirpose  accusing  us  of  all  sorts  of 
rudeness.  1 expect  to  reach  Fayetteville  by  Saturday,  and  will  deter- 
mine as  quick  as  possible  Avhat  is  next  for  you,  but  1 don’t  see  as  you 
can  do  better  than  hold  on  that  Hank.  There  is  a body  of  infantry  and 
cavalry  left  down  in  the  pocket  about  Florence  that  might  be  caught, 
but  it  won’t  i)ay  to  chase  them — horse  flesh  is  too  precious.  Keep  your 
horses  in  the  best  order  for  the  day  when  we  must  have  a big  fight — 
not,  however,  on  this  turn. 

Yonrs, 

W.  T.  SIIEEMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head^  S.  6\,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

•Com^nanding  Department  of  Worth  Carolina: 

General  : There  are  several  thousand  men  here  belonging  to  Gen- 
eral Sherman’s  army  that  ought  to  join  liim  in  North  Carolina  as  soon 
as  possible.  If  you  have  any  steamers  that  you  can  spare  to  aid  in 
transporting  them,  I would  like  them  to  be  sent  here,  as  all  my  sea- 
going steamers  are  now  engaged  in  carrying  troops  to  Wilmington. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major  General  of  Volunteers. 

P.  S. — If  you  can  spare  me  a cargo  of  steamer’s  coal  it  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  moving  of  the  troops.  I am  borrowing  coal  fiom  the 
navy,  but  they  have  very  little. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  8Mes,  City  Point,  Va. : 

General:  The  troops  under  General  Cox  have  reached  Southwest 
Creek,  three  miles  this  side  of  Kinston,  to-day.  They  find  the  enemy 
in  considerable  force  behind  the  creek.  Hoke’s  command  is  said  to  be 
there;  whether  any  other  troops,  is  not  ascertained.  I arrived  here 
to-day;  I will  go  to  the  front  to-morrow.  The  repair  of  the  railroad  is 
now  being  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Some  iron  arrived 
from  the  North  this  evening,  and  no  doubt  it  will  now  come  as  fast  as  it 
can  be  put  down.  The  troo])S  are  several  miles  in  advance  of  the  pres- 
ent terminus  of  the  road,  and  I think  will  be  able  to  keep  ahead  of  it. 
If  Hoke’s  command  alone  is  in  our  front,  he  cannot  detain  us  long. 
If  a greater  force,  I may  have  to  wait  till  General  Couch  arrives.  But 
I shall  make  the  attempt  to  take  Kinston  at  once  unless  satisfied  that 
it  cannot  be  done.  Palmer’s  delay  is  unfortunate,  since  it  has  given 
the  enemy  time  to  concentrate,  and  has  kept  the  railroad  workmen 
idle  some  time  longer  than  necessary.  Since  Cox  arrived  he  has 
pushed  matters  with  all  possible  vigor,  and  I will  do  all  I can  to  make 
up  lost  time.  Colonel  Wright  thinks  he  can  rei)air  the  road  to  Golds- 
borough  by  the  20th,  if  we  are  able  to  clear  the  way.  I will  write 
more  lully  as  soon  as  I develop  the  real  condition  of  affairs  in  front. 

I am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Morehead  City,  March  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox: 

I have  just  arrived.  Will  go  to  New  Berne  to-day.  Couch  marched 
yesterday.  He  will  have  canvas  pontoon  bridge  here  in  a day  or  two. 
I have  your  letter  of  the  4th.  All  right. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  SwamjJ,  March  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch aiinounciiig  your  arrival  at  Morehead.  My  advance  was  last 
night  at  Wise’s  Forks,  four  miles  above  here,  and  five  miles  from  Kins- 
ton. Palmer’s  and  Carter’s  divisions  camped  here,  and  Kuger  at  Core 
Creek.  • Palmer  moved  early  this  morning  to  occupy  the  various  road 
crossings  of  Southwest  Creek,  three  miles  from  Kinston,  tlie  last  point 
the  enemy  can  make  a stand  at  outside  of  the  works  at  the  bridge. 
Carter  moves  up  to  Wise’s  Forks  to  support  Palmer  as  soon  as  he 
issues  rations,  which  arrived  this  morning,  and  linger  moves  up  to  this 
point  to-day.  The  cavalry  are  on  my  left  covering  the  Trent  road  and 
feeling  well  out  in  the  direction  of  Kenansville.  Major  Dow,  of  my 
staff,  with  a troop  of  cavalry  is  reconnoitering  the  roads  leading  to 
Neuse  liiver,  with  a view  of  determining  at  what  points  it  would  be 
practicable  to  reach  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  or  receiving 
supplies.  I have  this  morning  received  the  information  from  Kew 
Berne  that  the  obstructions  in  the  river  are  sufficiently  removed  to 
permit  the  passage  of  boats.  My  lines  to-night  will  practically  invest 
the  bridge-head  at  Kinston  by  occupying  the  line  of  Southwest  Creek, 
my  right  being  within  reaching  distance  of  the  river.  A deserter  who 
came  in  last  night  reports  that  several  trains  loaded  with  re-enforce- 
nients  arrived  at  Kinston  two  days  ago.  He  thinks  a division  arrived, 
but  his  information,  beyond  the  fact  of  the  trains  arriving,  is  vague. 
I had  x)urposed  ordering  the  boats  up  the  river  to-morrow,  but  deem  it 
prudent  to  try  to  learn  the  truth  of  this  report  first,  as  the  river  is  very 
narrow  and  the  current  swift,  and  a small  force  of  the  enemy  with  a 
battery  could  stop,  if  not  destroy,  the  boats  from  points  on  the  other 
bank.  I shall  be  to-day  ten  miles  beyond  the  railroad  terminus  with 
my  troops,  being  seven  miles  here  from  the  point  reached  by  the  con  - 
struction  corps  last  night.  Most  of  the  troops  have  three  days’  rations 
from  this  morning.  The  distance  is  fully  as  great  as  it  is  iiracticable  to 
supply  ourselves  with  our  few  wagons,  but  as  I found  the  rails  remain- 
ing by  the  roadside  five  miles  farther  than  I expected,  I hope  Colonel 
Wright  will  speedily  lessen  the  distance  between  us  and  the  railroad 
terminus.  I had  intended  moving  my  headquarters  this  p.  m.  to  Wise’s 
Forks,  but  will  leave  them  here  till  I hear  from  you  again,  if  you 
notify  me  by  telegrax)h  when  you  may  purpose  coming  ux)  I will  have 
horses  at  the  end  of  the  railroad. 

Very  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  7, 1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Neio  Derne : 

The  advance  of  both  Palmer’s  and  Carter’s  columns  find  the  enemy 
in  position  with  artillery  at  both  the  Dover  road  and  railroad  cross- 
ings of  Southwest  Creek,  three  miles  from  Kinston.  I am  developing 
their  force  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  letting  one  division  ox)erate 
on  each  road,  and  sending  a regiment  over  to  the  Xeuse  road  crossing 
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Still  farther  to  the  right.  My  written  dispatch  will  throw  some  light 
on  the  topography.  General  Palmer  has  reliable  intelligence  tliat 
General  Hoke  was  in  person  at  this  point  yesterday,  as  onr  advance 
drove  back  their  skirmishers.  Several  accounts  corroborate  the  report 
of  considerable  re-enforcements  arriving  at  Kinston. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Xew  Berne,  March  7, 1865. 

Major-General  Cox: 

I will  run  up  and  see  yon  to-morrow  if  yon  are  within  reach,  but  do 
not  let  it  interfere  with  any  movements  you  intend  to  make.  Please 
inform  me  of  the  situation  and  prospects.  I find  the  boats  have  not 
gone  up  the  river,  and,  from  what  you  say  of  the  roads,  I infer  you  will 
have  to  wait  for  the  repair  of  the  railroad. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox, 

Gnm  Swamp: 

I have  received  your  letter  of  to-day  and  also  your  later  dispatch  by 
telegraph.  I have  no  doubt  Hoke’s  command  is  in  your  front.  Of 
course  it  will  have  to  be  disposed  of  before  any  attempt  is  made  to  cross 
the  river.  I will  run  up  early  in  the  morning  to  see  you.  Three  or 
four  horses  will  be  sufficient. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  7,  1865. 


Col.  W.  W.  Wright, 

Chief  Engineer^  ffic.,  New  Berne : 

Of  course  I cannot  ask  you  to  retard  the  work  so  much  as  you  say  it 
would  to  try  to  use  the  railroad  bed  for  wagons.  I wdl  do  the  best  I 
can,  having  stores  left  at  Core  Creek  Station  until  you  reach  Kouse’s 
Station.  General  Schofield  will  be  in  town  to-day.  Please  see  him 
and  explain  matters  fully. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General  J Commanding. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  7, 1865. 


Capt.  A.  S.  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster.,  Neic  Berne : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Xo  rations  need  be  loaded  in  the  boats  till  I 
send  further  orders.  I am  making  reconnaissances  to-day  and  advanc- 
ing my  position.  What  intrenching  tools  have  you? 

J.  1).  COX, 

Ma jor-  Gencralj  Commanding, 
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Gum  Swamp,  March  7,  1865. 

Mr.  Van  Dyne, 

Railroad  Superintendent.,  New  Berne: 

Whatever  supplies  or  forage  are  uow  at  our  camp  of  day  before  yes- 
terday I waut  moved  to  the  Core  Creek  Station  above  the  bridge  as 
soon  as  possible.  I have  not  teams  enough  to  bring  them  from  the 
former  position,  as  it  is  several  miles  farther  by  road. 

J.  D.  COX, 


Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  Swainp,  March  7,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  C.  Ehind,  IJ.  S.  Xavy: 

Your  dispatch  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  received.  I 
am  to-day  advancing  my  lines  within  three  miles  of  Kinston  and  mak- 
ing reconnaissances  of  the  approaches  to  the  river  to  determiue  at  what 
point  boats  can  best  reach  me.  A deserter  came  in  last  night,  report- 
ing heavy  re-enforcements  arriving  at  Kinston  the  day  before.  If  this 
])rove  true,  it  may  make  it  imprudent  to  send  boats  up  the  river  imme- 
diately, but  I hope  to  get  more  definite  knowledge  to-day,  and  will 
inform  you. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  7,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

[General  J.  D.  Cox:] 

General:  You  have  probably  heard  that  the  enemy  have  one  or 
two  guns  in  position  at  the  railroad  crossing  of  Southwest  Creek. 
General  Harland  sends  me  word  that  he  is  trying  to  get  around  them. 
General  Hoke,  Colonel  Whitford,  Colonel  Starr,  and  Colonel  Beard 
were  all  here  yesterday.  This  is  positive,  as  they  conversed  with  peo- 
ple here  who  know  them.  What  forces  are  now  at  Kinston  we  can 
only  guess  at.  It  is  estimated  by  country  peoi)le  as  high  as  15,000. 
Major  Clarkson,  of  tlie  Twelfth  [New  York]  Cavalry,  is  here,  having 
come  across  from  the  Trent  road.  The  line  of  Southwest  Creek  is  ap])ar- 
ently  to  be  defended  by  the  rebels.  I have  sent  300  infantry,  a section  of 
artillery,  and  a company  of  cavalry  to  Jackson’s  Mill  to  find  out  what  is 
there.  Colonel  Claassen  found  the  enemy’s  skirmishers  here  yesterday, 
and  it  was  during  the  skirmishing  that  Hoke  was  here. 

Very  resnectfully,  yours, 

I.  X.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 

P.  S. — I send  the  ma]),  which  is,  I tliink,  perfectly  correct. 

I.  X.  P. 


Wilmington,  March  7,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

(Received  11th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  Schofield  is  at  Xew  B(‘rne.  Cox,  with  his  own  division  and 
Meagher’s  and  General  lleintzelinan’s  troops,  is  on  the  way  from  Xew 
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Berne  to  Goldsborougli,  aiul  is  probably  now  near  Kinston.  General 
D.  N.  Coucli,  with  his  own  and  McLean’s  division,  left  here  yesterday 
to  join  Cox,  taking  the  shore  road.  My  troops  are  at  this  place.  Gen- 
eral Schofield  has  directed  the  railroad  from  here  to  Goldsboroiigh  to 
be  repaired,  but  the  construction  party  not  yet  arrived.  I am  to 
advance  toward  Goldsboroiigh  as  fast  as  repairs  are  effected. 

TERRY, 

Major-  General. 


IIdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N'.  G.,  Mar  eh  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General:  Mr.  Richardson  arrived  here  this  afternoon  from  White- 
vide,  which  place  he  left  this  morning.  He  reports  that  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  or  1st  instant,  General  Sherman  was  atCheraw;  that  a portion 
of  Hardee’s  force  was  north  and  east  of  that  place,  and  the  remainder 
of  it  south  and  west,  Sherman  being  between;  that  the  portion  of  the 
enemy  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  marched  by  Darlington  to  the 
Pedee  railroad  bridge,  and  thence  northward,  and  that  on  the  5th 
Sherman  was  at  Bennettsville.  I thiidi  it  must  be  that  the  whole  of 
Hardee’s  force  was  on  the  right  bank,  and  that  it  was  Beauregard  who 
was  on  the  left.  1 questioned  Mr.  Richardson  with  reference  to  this, 
and  he  was  by  no  means  certain  that  such  was  not  the  case.  All  the 
rolling-stock  of  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  road  has  been  carried 
to  the  west  of  Sumter,  and  efforts  to  repair  the  Wateree  bridge  are 
now  being  made,  so  that  it  may  be  carried  farther  south.  Mr.  Richard- 
son brings  no  other  information. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  - 
servant, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South  : 

General:  A regiment  from  Hallowell’s  brigade  was  ordered  to  go 
to  Hilton  Head  on  the  Coit’s  last  trip.  I am  informed  that  the  regi- 
ment arrived  at  the  wharf  about  half  an  hour  after  the  steamer  had 
left.  They  leave  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

City  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  L.  B.  Perry, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Lieutenant:  1 am  informed  that  tlie  colored  troops  encamped  near 
the  intrenchments  are  continually  committing  dei)redations  upon  the 
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property  of  tlie  citizens  living’  near  there.  With  tlie  troops  under  my 
command  at  present  I am  powerless  to  prevent  these  acts,  and  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  request  that  the  commanding  officer  of  those 
troops  be  directed  to  keep  them  within  the  limits  of  their  regimental 
camps,  as  previously  requested  by  me. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWAKT  L.  WOODFOED, 
Colonel  103d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  Post. 


Special  Orders,  1 Headquarters  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  43.  ) Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

* # * # * * * 

IV.  The  battalion  of  the  Third  Khode  Island  Artillery,  now  in  this 
city,  will  immediately  rei)ort  to  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfennig,  com- 
manding Defenses  of  Charleston,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

* * * # * * # 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  As.st.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  0.  Grover, 

Comdg.  Hist,  of  Savannah,  Dept,  of  the  South,  Savannah,  Ga. : 

General  : I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  cominanding  to  state 
that  the  two  brigades  of  your  command  ordered  to  go  north,  as  per 
letter  from  these  headquarters  February  28,  be  prepared  to  leave  as 
soon  as  possible.  Transjiortation  will  be  sent  without  delay.  The 
maior-general  commanding  suggests  that  you  request  General  Easton, 
chief  (piarterrnaster  of  General  Sherman’s  army,  to  supply  you  with  as 
much  transportation  as  he  can  for  your  troops  to  this  place  for  trans- 
shipment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Laurel  Hill,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  General  Blair  was  crossing  the  Lumber  Eiver  at  Camp- 
bell’s Bridge  when  my  aide.  Captain  Gilbreth,  left  him  this  afternoon. 
He  feared  the  river  would  rise,  and  was,  therefore,  pushing  his  whole 
command  across  to-night.  General  Logan  has  three  divisions  here, 
and  one  (Corse’s)  three  miles  back,  at  Springfield.  The  latter  is 
rei)orted  well  closed  up.  Between  Springfield  and  this  |)lace  the  road 
is  quite  bad,  but  will  be  easily  corduroyed  in  the  morning.  Gilchrist’s 
Bridge  is  burned.  General  Logan  sent  his  advance  and  i)ioneers 
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fcliitlier  this  afternoon  to  be  ready  to  go  to  work  in  the  morning  and 
re])air  it.  The  river  is  not  wide,  there  being  only  one  trestle  to  the 
bridge. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  56.  ) Laurel  Billy  N.  (7.,  March  5,  1865. 

I.  The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  command- 
ing, will  move  to-morrow,  crossing  Lumber  River  at  Gilclirist’s  Bridge. 
One  division  will  move  thence,  by  the  right-hand  road,  to  Randalsville. 
The  other  three  divisions,  moving  on  the  direct  road,  will  cross  Raft 
Swamx)  with  at  least  one  division.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  from  CampbelFs  Bridge, 
by  both  routes — two  divisions  by  the  lower,  the  other  by  the  road  via 
Melrose,  the  head  of  both  columns  reaching  the  cross-road  beyond 
Raft  Swamp  if  possible.  The  bridge  train  will  follow  the  main  column 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  These  headquarters  will  follow  the 
leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  be  established  at 
Randalsville. 

II.  Hereafter  but  one  mounted  foraging  party,  to  consist  of  sixty 
men  with  the  proper  number  of  commissioned  officers,  will  be  allowed 
for  each  division.  The  division  commanders  will  be  careful  to  select 
reliable  officers  for  the  command  of  these  parties,  who  shall  be  held 
strictly  accountable  for  the  conduct  of  their  men.  Whenever  it  may 
be  necessary  to  send  a party  from  the  main  body,  a commissioned  officer 
will  be  sent  in  charge,  but  in  no  case  will  it  be  allowed  to  go  in 
advance  of  the  infantry  advance  guard  of  the  leading  division,  or 
more  than  live  miles  from  either  flank  of  the  column.  All  surplus 
animals  will  be  disposed  of  by  the  corjis  quartermasters  for  the  benefit 
of  the  artilleiy,  bridge  train,  &c.  Foraging  for  the  artillery  trains, 
including  the  pontoons  and  the  different  headquarters,  will  continue 
as  at  present. 

III.  If  not  already  done,  there  will  be  organized  for  each  division  a 
provost  guard,  to  consist  of  as  many  picked  and  resolute  men  as  the 
division  commanders  may  deem  sufficient.  On  the  march  the  guard  of 
the  leading  division  will  march  with  the  advance  guard,  and  establish 
guards  at  every  house  on  the  line  of  march,  which  will  be  relieved  by 
the  guard  of  each  succeeding  division  as  it  comes  up. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Hilly  A.  C.,  March  8y  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Geu.y  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  for  the  information  of  the 
commanding  general  that  staff*  officers  from  the  rear  of  Generals  Smith’s 
and  Woods’  trains  report  the  roads  almost  impassable  and  the  trains 
of  both  divisions  terribly  stretched  out  and  miring  badljL  The  rear 
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of  General  Woods’  train  is  reported  as  about  one  mile  and  a half  this 
side  of  Springfield  with  about  seventy  wagons  on  the  road. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN^  A,  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Hill.,  N.  0.,  March  <5,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Ad juta^it- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  I left  my  camp  near  Goodwin’s 
Mills  at  6 this  a.  m.,  and  marching  along  the  old  Stage  road,  via  Siiring- 
field,  reached  Laurel  Hill  with  my  head  of  column  about  3 p.  m., 
making  a distance  of  some  thirteen  miles  over  very  hard  roads,  and 
encamped  at  the  cross-roads  at  this  place,  facing  my  division  northeast. 
My  headquarters  are  near  department  headquarters.  There  are  no 
casualties  in  my  division  to-day.  The  roads  have  become  so  heavy  on 
account  of  the  rains,  which,  added  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  obliges 
me  to  encamp  my  ordnance  train  and  one  brigade  back  on  the  road 
about  two  miles  from  this  point. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Jordan'^s  Creeh,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.dor:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  on 
the  Fayetteville  road  to-day,  crossing  the  State  line  one  mile  from 
camp,  crossing  Joe’s  Greek  and  Little  Pedee  Eiver,  and  reaching  Laurel 
Hill  at  12  m.  Crossed  Jordan’s  Creek  and  camped  on  east  side,  having 
marched  fifteen  miles.  Captured  three  xirisoners.  Sent  two  regiments 
forward  to  Lumber  Eiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  Sprmgfeld^  81.  C.,  March  6’,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  rex)ort  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  to-day,  and  the  reasons  for  my  failing  to 
reach  the  xioint  designated  in  your  orders.  1 broke  camp  at  8 a.  m., 
moving  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  of  tliis  corps,  ux)on  the  old  Stage 
road  to  this  xioint,  ten  miles  distant.  It  was  about  10  a.  m.  before  the 
rear  of  General  Woods’  train  left  its  x)ark,  and  my  movements  have 
been  necessarily  very  slow  on  account  of  the  road  being  rendered 
almost  impassable  by  tlie  trains  of  tlie  First  Division,  and  the  heavy 
rain  which  has  b(‘.en  falling  the  entire  day.  Ux)on  arriving  at  Spring- 
field  with  my  head  of  column  at  J ]>.  m.,  I found  the  bridge  across 
Gum  Swam])  Imd  been  remlered  imi)nssable  by  the  troox)S  just  ci’ossed. 
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aiul  requiring  some  two  hours’  labor  before  I could  pass  my  trains,  and 
also  that  my  column  was  considerably  extended,  with  every  prospect 
that  the  trains  would  not  all  be  up  to  this  point  before  10  p.  m.  Under 
these  circumstances  I thought  it  advisable  to  place  my  command  in 
bivouac  here,  which  I have  done,  selecting  a defensible  position, 
believing  that  it  would  meet  with  your  approval.  My  men  have  placed 
three  miles  of  corduroy  during  the  march  of  this  instant.  Major 
Hoover,  aide-de-camp  to  the  major-general  commanding  corps,  is  here 
and  will  remain  with  me  over  night,  as  he  thinks  it  almost  impossible 
to  ride  over  the  road  again  after  dark. 

i am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  1 Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  37.  ) In  the  Fields  Springfield^  N.  (7.,  March  8,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
the  9th  instant,  on  direct  road  to  Laurel  Hill.  The  Third  Brigade  in 
advance,  with  two  regiments  abreast  of  battery  and  train.  First  Brigade 
in  the  center  marching  abreast  of  ordnance  and  supply  trains.  Second 
Brigade  in  rear,  with  one  regiment  moving  to  the  right  of  trains. 
Trains  as  heretofore.  Pioneer  corps  will  move  out  upon  the  road  at  0 
sharp,  repairing  roads  as  it  advances. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adpitant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Gilopolis,  F.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dake,  ' 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  one  division  of  my  com- 
mand is  in  camy)  at  this  point.  The  road  has  become  so  bad  that  the 
other  divisions  will  be  obliged  to  encamp  within  about  three  miles  of 
here.  The  entire  road  has  to  be  corduroyed.  They  will  move  forward 
at  daylight  in  the  morning.  The  bridge  on  Lumber  River  was  saved 
by  dashing  on  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  There  is  water  on  each  side  of 
the  bridge  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  bridge  it  in  the  morning  should 
the  river  rise  much  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Lanrel  Hill,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  As  General  Sherman  bas  expressed  the  wish  that  tlie 
Left  Wing  should  occupy  Fayetteville  first,  the  general  requests  that 
you  do  not  send  forward  to  oc(ai])y  the  city  with  your  mounted  infantry 
in  advance  of  General  Slocum’s  column. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VANDYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

61.  ] Gilopoli^,  A.  (7.,  March  8,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Kaft  Swamp.  The  Third  Divis- 
ion will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.,  on  the  lower  Fayetteville  road.  The 
P^ourth  Division  will  move  from  its  present  camp  at  daylight  and  on 
reaching  this  point  will  take  the  upper  Fayetteville  road,  encamp- 
ing to-night  at  the  cross-roads  beyond  liaft  Swamp.  The  First  Divis- 
ion will  follow  the  Fourth  Division  to  this  point,  where  it  will  take  the 
lower  road  and  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  First  Michigan  Engi- 
neers will  follow  the  P'ourth  Division.  Corps  headquarters  will  move 
on  the  lower  road.  The  Ainth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move 
forward  at  7.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjuta7it- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Love\^  Bridge j S.  C.,  March  8,  1865 — 4.30  j).  m. 
Major-General  Sherman,  Geiieral-in- Chief : 

General  : General  Carlin’s  division  of  Fourteenth  Corps  arrived  at 
this  point  (Love’s  or  Blue’s  Bridge)  at  3 ]).  m.  to-day,  driving  a small 
squad  of  rebel  cavalry.  They  found  the  bridge  in  good  repair,  a few 
planks  only  being  burned.  Carlin’s  division  crossed  Lumber  Biver 
and  are  in  camp.  The  other  two  divisions  of  the  corps  are  a few  miles 
in  rear.  I expect  to  reach  Fayetteville  on  Saturday.  We  captured  a 
citizen  to  day  who  left  Fayetteville  yesterday.  He  reports  a large 
force  at  that  place;  says  General  Bragg  was  there  and  General  John- 
ston hourly  exjiected;  says  they  have  earth- works  on  the  plank  road 
near  the  arsenal.  We  also  captured  a cavalryman  at  this  point  bear- 
ing disxiatches  from  General  Butler  to  Colonel  Eutledge,  a copy  of 
which  I herewith  inclose.  I have  heard  nothing  direct  from  Kilpatrick 
since  we  started,  but  I am  informed  that  he  was  at  Kockingham  to-day. 
We  took  a road  leaving  Eockingham  on  our  left.  We  have  found 
the  roads  good,  but  supplies  very  scarce.  I think  Williams  has  McFar- 
land’s Bridge,  but  I shall  direct  him  to  write  to  you  in  full  as  to  his 
own  operations.  If  he  has  secured  that  bridge  both  coiqis  will  encamp 
to-morrow  night  near  Eockfish  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General^  Co^mnanding. 

[Tnclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

BosticBs  7lL7/,s‘,  March  8,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 
Colonel  Eutledge,  Coinmamling  Brigade: 

Colonel:  I wish  you  to  halt  where  you  are  until  I join  you,  which 
I expect  to  do  to-night.  General  Hampton  is  across  the  Pedee  with 
Wheeler  and  500  men  for  our  command.  I presume  they  will  also 
move  toward  Fayetteville  or  down  the  Pedee,  as  the  enemy  may  move. 
Send  the  dispatch  to  Colonel  Childs  on  to  Fayetteville,  and  inquire  if 
anything  has  been  heard  of  Eobertson’s  brigade,  which  should  be  there 
by  this  time. 

Eespecttully,  &c.. 


M.  C.  BIJTLEE, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ten  Miles  Jrom  the  Crossing^  Mareh  c9,  1865 — Jlaylight. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing^  Ariny  of  Georgia : 

General  : Baird  is  moving  out  from  his  camp  at  this  place.  Morgan 
got  across  the  river  last  night  at  9 o’clock,  and  will  march  from  that 
place  at  daylight.  We  will  make  a long  march  to-day  if  all  things 
prosper  as  expected. 

Yours,  &c., 

JEF.  C.  DAYIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  >S.  (7.,  Mareh  8,  1865 — 12.30  p.m. 

General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  the  advance  is  within  five  miles  of  Love’s  Bridge.  He  wishes 
you  to  caution  the  commander  of  your  rear  division  to  keep  well  closed 
up,  as  we  have  just  captured  a dispatch  from  General  Butler,  showing 
his  headquarters  to  be  at  Bostick’s  Mills  and  also  that  Hampton  and 
Wheeler  have  crossed  the  Pedee.  He  does  not  know  where  Kilpatrick 
is. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Twenty-five  Miles  northeast  of  Pedee  Grossing,  N.  C., 

March  8,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  McClurg, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
Colonel:  My  command  has  gone  into  camp  at  this  point  in  accord- 
ance with  directions  from  corps  commander,  making  a march  to-day  ot 
twenty-five  miles.  Trains  are  coming  in  finelj^. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOEGAK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Levels  Bridge,  8.  C.,  March  8,  1865 — 4.30  p.m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps  : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  wishes  to  know  to-night  whether  you  have  got  possession  of 
McFarland’s  Bridge,  and  also  the  location  of  your  cori)S.  He  wishes  you 
to  send  the  inclosed  dispatch  to  General  Sherman, wherever  he  may  be, 
by  an  intelligent  man,  and  also  to' inform  him  yourself  of  your  move- 


^ See  I.:>0  p.  in.,  p.  731. 
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ments  and  location  to-day.  He  directs  that  you  shall  not  push  forward 
farther  to-morrow  than  Eockfish  Greek,  encamping  between  that  creek 
and  Nicholson’s  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Six  Miles  from  McFarland’ s Bridge,  March  8, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a brigade 
forward  at  daylight  to  repair  the  roads  between  this  point  and  the 
bridge,  detailing  Captain  Gavitt  to  superintend  the  work.  The  remain- 
der of  your  command  will  move  forward  as  the  road  is  repaired.  He 
further  directs  you  to  collect  all  the  axes  in  your  command,  and  send 
them  forward  with  your  advanced  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > , Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  ) In  the  Field,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  at  6.30  a.  m.  Order  of  brigades : 
First,  Second,  and  Third. 

*****  # * 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Ge7ieral. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Six  Miles  from  McFarlands  Bridge,  March  8,  1865. 
Brigadier- General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
this  command  will  move  to-morrow  to  McFarland’s  Bridge,  and  desires 
that  you  move  your  command  at  6 o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Mr.  H.  K.  Clarke, 

Operator : 


Gum  Swamp,  March  8,  1865. 


The  dispatch  you  sent  up  last  night  by  mistake  of  one  of  my  staff 
was  not  delivered  to  me  till  this  morning.  See  if  General  Scholield 
has  left  and  if  not  telegraph  him  in  my  name,  saying  horses  will  await 
him  at  the  end  of  the  railroad  track,  and  1 Avill  be  here  till  he  comes 
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up.  If  he  has  started,  say  the  same  to  him  when  he  reaches  Core 
Creek.  It  is  entirely  impossible  to  get  teams  for  the  construction 
l^arty — we  have  not  enough  for  the  most  pressing  necessities. 

By  an  extra  effort  I think  they  should  bring  the  wire  to  this  point, 
and  then  we  could  more  easily  await  the  building  of  the  railroad.  Let 
me  know  if  you  can  find  any  shelter  near  the  present  terminus  of  the 
wire  so  as  to  open  an  office  there.  Ordinary  messages  may  be  sent  up 
by  signal. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Gum  Siuamj)^  March  S,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  tSecond  Division : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  received.  The  movement  on  the  left 
can  s(iarcely  be  more  than  a reconnaissance,  but  I would  like  to  have 
you  communicate  with  Colonel  Savage  and  direct  him  to  meet  it.  You 
may  send  a regiment  toward  the  same  Hank  from  Wise’s  Forks  to  sup- 
port the  cavalry  if  needed,  and  push  the  cavalry  picket  on  the  British 
road  close  up  to  the  upper  Trent  road,  to  discover  what  may  be  the  real 
truth  of  the  movement.  These  reconnoitering  parties  must  go  out 
boldly  and  learn  detiuitely  what  they  can.  I am  just  going  over  to 
General  Palmer’s  headquarters  and  will  take  yours  en  route  on  my 
return.  General  Schofield  is  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Wise’s  Cross-Roads^  March  <S,  1865. 

Colonel  Wright,  or 
Mr.  Chipman, 

Railroad  Age^it: 

Stop  the  train  of  ammunition  at  Core  Creek  Station,  for  we  cannot 
use  the  Biddle  road. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General.,  Commandmg. 


Gum  Swamp,  March  8,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding.^  &c. : 

Sir  : I have  allowed  a Mr.  Patterson  to  report  to  you  on  a pass  given 
by  Captain  Parkinson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  with  him  a 
negro  man,  and  a white  man  named  Jones.  The  rule  I prefer  to  adopt 
is  that  no  citizens  whatever  be  allowed  to  go  through  the  lines  unless 
they  are  our  own  scouts,  and  I would  suggest  that  the  officers  at  New 
Berne  be  instructed  to  allow  none  to  come  to  the  front  till  we  are  fully 
in  possession  of  Kinston.  I neglected  to  tell  Major  Dow  to  sa^  that 
it  will  be  necessary  to  keej)  the  wagons  going  to  supidy  the  command, 
and  that  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence  departments 
will  need  to  systematize  the  delivery  of  forage  and  rations  at  the  dif- 
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fereut  stations  as  tlie  railroad  i)rogresses,  keeping  themselves  fully 
advised  as  to  the  advance  of  the  road.  We  have  to  send  to  the  Core 
Creek  Station  to-day,  but  I hope  to-morrow  will  enable  the  railroad  to 
deliver  supplies  at  the  Biddle  cross-road. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  COX, 

Major- GeneraL 


General  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  First  Division, 

> Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  12.  ) Near  Gum  Swamp,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Capt.  Henry  A.  Hale,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  having 
rei)orted  for  duty  at  tliese  headquarters  in  compliance  with  Special 
Orders,  No.  ID,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio,  is  hereby  announced 
as  assistant  adjutant- general  of  this  division. 

T.  H.  HUGER, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Laurel  Hill,  N.  C.,  Wednesday,  March  8,  1865. 
COMMANDINO  OFFICER,  WiLMINOTON,  N.  C.: 

We  are  marching  on  Fayetteville;  will  be  there  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  and  then  will  march  for  Goldsborough.  If  possible  send 
a boat  up  Cape  Fear  River,  and  have  Avord  conveyed  to  General  Scho- 
field that  I expect  to  meet  him  about  Goldsborough.  We  are  all  well  and 
have  done  finely.  The  rain  makes  our  roads  difficult,  and  may  delay  me 
about  Fayetteville,  in  which  case  I would  like  to  have  some  bread,  sugar, 
and  coffee.  W e have  an  abundance  of  all  else.  I expect  to  reach  Golds- 
borouii’h  by  the  20th  instant. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

$ Major-General. 


Smithville,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 
Adjutant-General  of  Major-General  Terry: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  just  arrived  Avith  a 
detachment  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps,  on  board  steamship  Ashland,  from  Savannah,  Ga.  Now  at  anchor 
at  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Detachment. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Abrott, 

Commanding  Post : 

General:  Thebrigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve 
Captain  LaAvrence,  in  charge  of  the  outpost  at  Brunswick  River,  imme- 
diately, and  that  you  report  Avhether  or  not  any  of  Captain  LaAvrence’s 
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men  have  been  captured.  He  further  directs  that  you  instruct  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  guard  on  that  side  of  the  river  to  question 
all  people  who  come  in,  and  send  them  directly  to  him;  or,  if  at  night 
and  the  news  is  important,  send  them  directly  to  General  Terry.  News 
of  Sherman  is  wanted. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LEWIS  MOOEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  March  <S,  1865. 

(Keceived  1 p.  m.  17th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General:  Your  letters  of  the  25th  and  27th,  and  General  Grant’s 
dispatch  of  the  25th,  are  received.  The  only  railroad  I wish  to  open  is 
the  one  between  Charleston  and  Savannah,  in  order  to  save  water  trans- 
portation and  establish  telegraph  communication.  White  troops  are 
being  sent  to  Gape  Fear  Eiver  as  fast  as  transportation  will  allow.  One 
brigade  started  three  days  ago;  another  will  commence  going  to-day  or 
to-morrow.  I would  suggest  that  orders  be  issued  to  stop  sending  men 
belonging  to  General  Sherman’s  army  here  to  join  him.  Over  6,000  are 
here  now.  I request  that  a couple  of  good  steamers  be  sent  to  help 
transport  those  men  to  North  Carolina.  I do  not  know  where  Sherman 
is,  or  whether  he  has  effected  a junction  with  Schofield  yet. 

Very  respectfully. 


Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


P.  S. — March  14. — I have  nothing  new  to  add.  About  5,000  white 
troops  will  be  detached  from  this  department  under  General  Grant’s 
order  of  February  19.  All  but  1,800  of  them  have  already  gone.  The 
balance  are  ready  and  will  go  in  a day  or  two. 

Q.  A.  GILLMOEE, 

Major-General. 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.: 

General:  The  severity  of  tlie  weather  for  the  past  few  weeks 
detained  vessels  in  the  coal-shipping  ports  so  that  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  supplying  the  Potomac  and  James  Eivers  and  North  Car- 
olina movements.  It  was  supposed  that  you  had  a good  supply.  Your 
consumption  appears  to  have  increased.  Whatever  is  iiossible  will  be 
done  to  supply  you  rapidly.  The  demands  upon  the  ocean  transports 
of  the  country  are  now  enormous,  and  rei)eated  orders  have  been  sent 
to  Southern  ports  not  to  delay  coal  and  other  supply  vessels.  The 
Southern  i)orts  have  been  nearly  bare  of  vessels  suited  to  our  uses. 
Send  back  our  ships. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MKIGS, 

Quay'termaster- General^  Brevet  Major- General. 
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General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  13.  ) Charleston^  S.  (7.,  March  8,  1865, 

Numerous  applications  for  the  restoration  of  captured  property  are 
daily  received  at  these  headquarters,  the  persons  applying  producing 
certificates  of  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
Government.  So  many  of  these  cases  have  occurred  as  to  lead  to  a sus- 
picion that  the  desire  to  receive  a horse  or  mule  may  have  induced  some 
unprincipled  persons  to  profess  loyalty,  and  take  and  subscribe  to  the 
oath,  with  no  intention  of  being  truly  loyal  citizens.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  his  proclamation  of  December  8, 1863,  was  pleased 
to  pardon  (with  certain  exceptions)  such  persons  who  have  been  engaged 
in  rebellion  as  should  take  and  subscribe  to  a certain  oath.  It  is  not 
understood  that  the  expression,  restoration  of  rights  of  property,  in  the 
proclamation  referred  to,  means  the  restoration  of  property.  Persons 
engaged  in  rebellion  lost  all  rights  of  property.  By  taking  the  oath 
prescribed  their  right  to  hold  property  is  restored  to  tliem,  but  no  claim 
is  given  them  by  that  act  to  property  which  has  already  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  either  by  process  of  law,  or  as  a military 
necessity.  It  is,  therefore,  announced  that  citizens  of  the  United  States 
applying  for  the  restoration  of  property  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  prepared  to  prove  that  they  have  remained  loyal  to  the 
United  States  Government  during  the  present  rebellion,  or  that  they 
held,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure,  a certificate  that  they  had  already  com- 
plied with  the  terms  of  the  proclamation. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch : 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

> Department  of  the  South, 

No.  44.  ) Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  8,  1865. 

I.  The  Thirty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby  relieved  in  this 
district,  and  will  immediately  report  to  Brevet  Major-General  Grover, 
commanding  U.  S. forces  at  Savannah.  The  quartermaster’s  department 
will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

#****## 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  District  of  Savannah, 

Sarannah,  Ga.,  March  8,  1865. 
Asst.  Ad.tt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  yesterday,  ordering  another  brigade  north,  and  in  reply 
to  state  that  the  brigade  is  in  readiness,  and  will  embark  as  soon  as 
transportation  is  ready.  General  Easton  has  left  this  district  not  to 
return,  and  at  present  we  have  no  transportation.  I would  res])ect- 
fully  urge  the  importance  of  the  arrival  of  the  colored  brigade  before 
the  bulk  of  the  remaining  brigade  which  is  under  orders  embarks.  Its 
non-arrival  in  time  would  greatly  embarrass  us. 

C.  GROVER, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  57.  ) Randalsville,  A.  (7.,  March  9,  1865. 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  move  to-morrow  and  cross  Fockiish  Creek,  and  the  head  of  column, 
if  possible,  across  Little  Fockfish  Creek.  The  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  by  the  Fayette- 
ville southern  plank  road,  crossing,  if  possible,  with  the  head  of 
column.  Little  Focklish  Creek.  A section  of  the  pontoon  train  will 
move  near  the  head  of  column  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  These 
headquarters  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Ma].  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  9,  1865—10.05  p.  m. 

Captain  Van  Dyke, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  roads  have  been 
rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  rain  of  this  afternoon  and  evening, 
and  that  we  have  been  unable  to  move  the  divisions  as  far  as  was  con- 
templated. General  Hazen  has  two  brigades  in  camp  about  five  miles 
from  Lumber  Fiver,  on  the  main  road  to  Fayetteville,  with  his  supply 
train  and  advance  train  in  park  about  three  miles  back.  He  cannot 
move  forward  his  wagons  until  the  road  is  corduroyed  almost  the  entire 
way.  Night  overtook  him  struggling  through  the  swamp.  General 
Smith  is  now  crossing  Lumber  Fiver,  and  General  Logan  is  back  at 
the  river  urging  him  across. 

The  First  and  Fourth  Divisions,  I presume,  are  in  camp  on  the  other 
side  of  Lumber  Fiver,  and  cannot  cross  till  daylight.  I think  it  will 
take  all  day  to-morrow  to  close  the  corps  up  on  the  line  of  Fandals- 
ville.  If  it  is  found  that  the  road  via  that  village  is  better  than  this 
one,  the  general  may  send  the  Third,  First,  and  Fourth  Divisions  by 
that  route  to  Fayetteville.  This  road  is  wretched,  and  is  becoming 
worse  at  almost  every  moment. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

xMAX.  WOODHULL, 

. Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Shoe  Heel  Crech,  N.  6\,  March  9,  1865. 

Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  leaving  my  camp  at  12  m.  to-day,  I 
crossed  Jordan’s  Creek  after  General  John  E.  Smith,  and  continued  in 
bis  rear  toward  Gilchrist’s  Bridge  over  low  swampy  roads,  made  much 
worse  by  the  heavy  rains  that  came  on  during  the  afternoon.  At  dark 
my  head  of  column  was  at  Mr.  Banks’  plantation,  four  miles  from  the 
bridge.  Here  I found  the  greater  jiart  of  the  Third  Division  train 
just  ahead  of  me  in  the  timber,  with  roads  such  as  I knew  would  detain 
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them  most  of  the  night,  and  my  0T\^n  column  being  much  stretched  out 
over  the  road,  I concluded  to  go  into  camp,  selecting  the  best  ground 
for  my  purpose  near  Shoe  Heel  Creek. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Hillj  N.  (7.,  March  9,  1865, 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  /Second  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  leave  two  regiments  in  your  present  camp  to  wait  until  the  pontoon 
tarin  shall  have  come  up,  to  act  as  guard  for  the  same. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Hazen,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : The  pontoon  train  is  three  or  four  miles  back  on  the  road 
from  this  point.  It  was  ordered  forward  at  light  this  morning.  Owing 
to  the  condition  of  the  roads  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it  can  be  uji 
to  and  across  Jordan’s  Creek,  hence  my  note  of  this  morning  requesting 
that  you  would  leave  two  regiments  in  your  present  camj)  to  await  its 
arrival. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bethel  Churchy  W.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

M^.  Max.  Woodhull, 

^ Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at 
6.30  a.  m.  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  crossing  Shoe  Heel  Creek  and 
reacliing  Lumber  Eiver  at  Gilchrist’s  Bridge  at  11.30  a.  m.,  where 
halted  half  an  hour,  then  crossed  on  x)ontoon  bridge  and  moved  for- 
ward to  Bethel  Church,  near  Eaft  Swam}),  where  camped,  having 
marched  fourteen  miles.  Tiie  trains  were  left  along  the  road  this 
evening,  the  roads  being  impassable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Ufteenth  Army  Corps, 

Laurel  Hill,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.ior:  T have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  moved  from 
camp  near  Crooked  Creek  at  0 a.  m,  yesterday,  the  8th  instant,  and 
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marched,  following  the  Second  Division,  to  Laurel  Hill;  distance,  thir- 
teen miles.  The  roads  (three  miles  and  a half  of  which  had  to  be  cordu- 
royed) were  in  very  bad  condition.  One  brigade  (the  First)  is  encamped 
parallel  with  the  Kockingham  road,  its  right  resting  upon  the  Fay- 
etteville road.  The  other  (Second)  covers  the  Eockingham  road.  The 
artillery  and  trains  are  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  rear  of  the 
command  arrived  at  camp  at  3.30  o’clock  this  a.  m.  Headquarters 
are  on  the  right  of  and  near  the  First  Brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  Lumber  Creek,  A.  (7., 

Ao.  38.  ) Mareh  9,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  will  move  to-morrow,  the  10th  instant,  on  the  Fay- 
etteville road,  crossing  Lumber  Creek.  The  trains  will  concentrate 
near  the  camp  of  the  Tliird  Brigade.  Upon  moving  from  that  point 
the  First  Brigade  will  have  the  advance,  the  Second  Brigade  the 
center,  and  the  Third  Brigade  the  rear.  At  daybreak  General  Bice 
will  move  forward  with  all  trains  parked  in  the  vicinity  of  his  com- 
mand, and  will  put  his  whole  force  at  work  to  hurry  them  forward  to 
the  mill.  Colonel  Adams  will  operate  with  General  Eice’s  brigade. 
Colonel  Hurlbut  will  at  daybreak  move  one  regiment  back  to  the  mill, 
armed  with  axes,  and  repair  the  roads  from  that  point  toward  the  river, 
in  conjunction  with  the  pioneer  corps. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Randalsville,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
there  is  a road  leading  from  the  cross-roads  beyond  Eaft  Swamp  to 
Lumber  bridge,  which  he  will  direct  Giles  Smith’s  division  to  move  on. 
There  is  also  a road  from  Donderach  to  the  same  point,  but  it  is  not  as 
good  as  the  other. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  02.  ] Oil  Raft  Sivamp,  A.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Eockflsh  Creek.  The  Third 
Division  will  move  forward  at  8 a.  m. ; the  First  Division  will  move  for- 
ward at  daylight,  following  the  route  of  the  Third  Division;  the  Fourth 
Division  Avill  move  forward  at  7 o’clock,  taking  the  hrst  good  cross- 
road striking  across  the  lower  road.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers 
will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry 
will  move  forward  at  7.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutayit- General, 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Raft  Swamp ^ N.  C.,  March  .9,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct 
you  to  move  forward  on  the  direct  Fayetteville  road  at  8 a.  m.  to-mor- 
row. He  wishes  that,  if  you  can  obtain  harness,  you  put  eight  mules 
on  your  ordnance  train. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  56.  ] Lumherjon  Cross-Roads,  V.  C.,  Alarch  9,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  First  Brigade, 
Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the  advance,  moving  troops  on 
the  right  of  the  road.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  command- 
ing, will  follow  the  First  Brigade,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear 
guard.  Artillery  and  trains  in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ticenty-Mile  Post.  March  9,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Captain  Dechert, 

Acting  Assista7it  Adjuta^it- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  that  CarliiUs  division  is  going  into  camp  at  this  place; 
Morgan’s,  two  miles  and  a half  in  rear.  Prisoners  report  Hardee  mov- 
ing on  a road  to  our  left  for  Fayetteville.  He  is  force-marching,  and 
has  probably  passed  to  our  front.  I have  no  report  from  Kil])atrick 
to-day.  The  rain  has  made  the  roads  very  bad. 

Yours,  &c., 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Coinma^iding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  9,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McCluro, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

Colonel  : The  excessive  rains  have  destroyed  what  little  of  the  road 
was  left,  and  it  will  be  with  the  greatest  difficulty  to  get  the  trains  into 
])ark  before  daylight.  From  jiresent  indications  the  whole  road  will 
have  to  be  corduroyed.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  overcome  the 
difficulty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOBGAN, 

Brigadier-  Geiieral. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  McFarland’s  Bridge^  N.  (7.,  March  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : In  compliance  with  directions  from  Major-General  Slocum, 
I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I reached  McFarland’s  Bridge  last 
night.  I found  the  bridge  badly  destroyed.  It  will  take  me  all  day 
to  day  to  repair  it,  and  the  road  on  this  side,  which  for  three  miles  is 
bad.  I shall  make  every  effort  to  get  my  corps  across  the  river  to-day. 
We  are  very  short  of  tools  for  bridge-bnilding.  The  bridge  was  burned 
three  days  ago. 

• Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Love’s  Bridge,  8.  (7.,  March  9,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  will  jmsh  on  with  this  column  to-day  as  far  as  Kockfish  Creek, 
and  perhaps  a short  distance  beyond.  There  is  a large  cavalry  force  of 
the  enemy  in  this  vicinity,  near  Solemn  Grove.  General  Slocum  directs 
that  when  yon  get  across  the  river  you  move  on  without  farther  orders. 
He  wishes  yon  to  report  to  him  to-night  your  progress.  The  pontoon 
train  has  been  ordered  to  yon. 

Very  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Buffalo  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  P.  Dechert, 

Actmg  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jjeft  Wing: 

Captain  : We  completed  the  bridge  across  the  Lumber  Creek  at  3.30 
1).  m.  and  have  been  crossing  trooi)s  since.  We  had  a bridge  to  make 
across  a creek  west.  The  road  on  both  sides  we  were  obliged  to  cordu- 
roy. The  road  so  far  this  side  of  Lumber  Creek  is  of  the  worst  char- 
acter. I shall  get  over  all  I can  to-night  and  move  at  daylight  in  the 
morning.  The  heavy  rains  are  delaying  everything j there  is  scarcely 
a foot  of  road  passable.  Major  Nichols,  of  General  Sherman’s  staff', 
was  here  this  afternoon.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  was  to  encamp  to-night 
at  Randalsville  Post  Office.  I will  make  all  progress  1 can  to-morrow 
ami  report  in  the  evening.  Please  let  me  know  by  bearer  your  proba- 
ble headcpiarters  to-morrow  nigbt. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Buffalo  CreeJt,  JSf,  (7.,  March  9,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to  morrow  toward  Fayetteville,  N.  0.,  as 
follows:  First  Division  will  march  at  6 o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the 
Fayetteville  road,  unencumbered.  General  Jackson  will  use  two  bri- 
gades to  corduroy  the  road,  holding  the  other  as  an  advance  guard. 
Every  point  of  the  road  liable  to  give  way  will  be  thoroughly  put  in 
order  for  passage  of  the  trains.  General  Ward  will  cover  the  trains  of 
the  First  and  Third  Divisions,  moving  out  as  soon  as  the  road  is  made 
practicable.  ' General  Geary  will  move  with  his  own  train,  in  the  rear, 
with  one  brigade  as  a rear  guard.  The  pontoon  train  will  be  moved 
to  the  front  of  the  leading  division  train  as  soon  as  practicable.  Each 
division  commander  will  use  all  possible  means  to  bring  forward  the 
trains  under  his  charge.  The  artillery  and  its  train,  and  the  corps  sup- 
ply train,  will  move  in  the  same  order  as  to-day.  The  tool  wagons  of 
each  division  will  march  at  the  head  of  the  brigade  to  which  they  belong. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  March  9,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.: 

General:  Yesterday  the  euemy  assumed  the  odensive;  recrossed 
Southwest  Creek  some  distance  to  the  left  of  General  Cox’s  position, 
and  drove  back  a brigade  which  was  recouuoitering  for  a crossing  of 
the  creek,  but  did  not  succeed  in  disturbing  the  main  line.  The  enemy 
maintained  his  ground  on  this  side  of  the  creek  and  is  now  intrenching 
in  Cox’s  immediate  front.  The  loss  was  not  very  large  on  either  side. 
Hoke  has  been  re-enforced  by  troops  from  Johnston’s  army,  one 
division  xirobably,  and  I think  more  are  expected.  We  can  make  no 
further  progress  until  General  Couch  arrives,  which  should  be  within 
two  or  three  days.  Meanwhile  Colonel  Wright  will  have  all  he  can  do 
to  complete  the  road  to  where  the  troops  now  are.  I inclose  a letter 
just  received  from  General  Terry  giving  the  latest  information  of 
General  Sherman.*  Mr.  Richardson  is  a very  reliable  man,  and  derived 
his  information  from  a source  he  fully  credits.  I fear  General  Sher- 
man is  finding  very  bad  roads.  I sent  to  day  a dispatch  in  cipher, 
to  be  forwarded  from  Wilmington,  giving  him  the  situation  here,  and 
stating  that  1 did  not  think  it  at  all  certain  that  I would  be  able  to  get 
Goldsborough  before  he  arrives.  My  belief  is  that  all  of  Johnston’s 
force  will  be  concentrated  here,  now  that  Sherman  has  turned  toward 
the  coast.  In  that  case  I will  hardly  be  able  to  do  more  than  hold  my 
own  with  my  iiresent  force.  I cannot  reduce  Terry’s  command  unless 
I give  up  the  idea  of  opening  the  road  from  Wilmington — at  least,  until 
I know  where  General  Sherman  is  going.  If  he  moves  for  Goldsborough, 
Hardee,  who  appears  to  have  been  left  in  rear,  will  have  nothing  better 
to  do  than  to  interfere  with  Terry’s  operations.  One  steamer  load  of 
troops  have  arrived  from  Savannah,  but  I have  not  learned  what  others 
may  be  exi)ected,  nor  when.  These  detachments  do  not  amount  to 
much.  Palmer’s  command,  including  the  fragments  brought  here  by 
Meagher,  are  little  better  tlian  militia.  1 think  more  trooi)s  could  be 

*See  Terry  to  Scliolield,  March  7,  p.  726. 
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used  here  to  advantage  if,  in  view  of  your  general  plan,  they  are  not 
more  needed  elseAvhere.  As  soon  as  Couch  gets  up  I will  test  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  can  be  done.  It  is  raining  almost  constantly  and  the 
country  is  nearly  covered  with  water.  Fortunately,  the  effect  is  not  so 
bad  here  as  in  a clay  soil,  but  it  makes  some  of  the  swamps  and  streams 
impassable. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Major-General, 

P.  S. — Major-General  Schofield  left  for  the  front  this  morning  without 
signing  the  above,  and  has  since  directed  me  to  forward  it  with  this 
explanation. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,;  Fu.,  March  13,  1865. 

' Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

The  enemy  has  checked  our  advance  at  Southwest  Creek,  this  side 
of  Kinston.  A iiortion  of  Johnston’s  force  is  here,  and  I presume  the 
rest  will  be  concentrated  in  my  front,  now  that  you  are  understood  to 
have  turned  toward  the  coast.  This  makes  it  probable  that  I will  not 
be  able  to  take  Goldsborough  or  even  Kinston  before  you  come  up.  I 
will  work  as  far  forward  as  I can  and  put  the  railroad  in  order  as  far 
as  I go. 

SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wilmington : 

Move  your  ofihce  to  this  place  without  delay. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Quartermaster,  Morehcad  City : 

Will  you  now  assume  the  direction  of  all  quartermaster’s  business  on 
this  line?  If  so,  I will  leave  my  chief  (piar  term  aster  at  Wilmington, 
where  he  now  is. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Morehead  City,  N.  0.,  March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

1 stopped  m at  Wilmington  on  my  way  here  and  conferred  with 
General  Dodge,  and  I would  be  very  glad  to  have  him  left  at  that  place 
to  carry  out  my  views.  In  fact,  it  is  very  important  that  he  sliould 
remain  there.  I will  attend  to  all  matters  in  this  vicinity.  Can  I 
depend  on  General  Dodge  remaining  at  Wilmington? 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Qiiarterm%ster. 


Morehead  City,  March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

We  are  at  Morehead  City,  establishing  a grand  depot  of  supplies  for 
all  the  armies  operating  under  General  Sherman,  and  desire  that  you 
direct  1,500  men  to  report  to  General  Easton,  chief  quartermaster,  for 
guards  and  working  parties.  It  is  important  that  the  troops  report  in 
regiments,  with  their  organizations  complete. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
Brigadier- General. 
A.  BECKWITH, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 
Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith, 

Morehead  City^  N.  C. : 

I have  received  your  dispatch  asking  for  1,500  troops  for  guards  and 
working  parties  for  the  depot  at  Morehead.  It  will  hardly  be  possible 
to  furnish  so  many  men  at  present,  but  I will  order  the  commanding 
officer  at  Morehead  to  furnish  all  the  men  he  can,  and  will  give  you 
all  you  want  as  soon  as  possible.  I would,  however,  suggest  the 
employment  of  citizens  and  contraband  laborers,  so  as  to  lighten  the 
demand  for  tooops. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  March  9^  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

Your  telegram  received.  We  have  employed  every  citizen  and  con- 
traband we  can  get  hold  of,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  but  cannot 
get  a sufficient  number  to  do  the  work.  We  shall  call  on  the  troops  for 
labor  only  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  so. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  ,9,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Dodge,  Wilmington: 

General  Easton  is  here  and  will  attend  to  all  matters  on  this  line. 
You  will  remain  at  Wilmington  and  carry  out  his  views  there. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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New  Berne,  N.  0.,  March  9,  1865. 

General  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 

I have  telegraphed  General  Dodge  to  remain  at  Wilmington  and 
carry  out  your  views  there. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

There  has  just  arrived  in  the  harbor  a steam-boat  load  of  troops 
from  Savannah.  I should  i>refer  to  have  these  troops  to  any  others, 
if  you  can  let  them  remain  as  a part  of  those  asked  for  this  morning. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 
Brigadier- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

General  Easton, 

Morehead  City : 

You  may  have  the  troops  which  arrive  from  Savannah,  but  I may- 
need  them  here  for  a short  time.  Please  have  them  ready  to  come  up 
by  rail  if  called  for. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  .9,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Morehead  City: 

You  will  please  report  to  Brigadier-General  Easton,  chief  quarter- 
master, at  Morehead,  and  furnish  him  for  guards  and  laborers  such 
numbers  of  men  as  he  may  require,  to  the  extent  of  the  force  under 
your  command. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead  City : 

I have  not  yet  heard  from  General  Sherman.  It  would  be  well  to 
have  both  here  and  at  Wilmington  supplies  enough  to  last  his  army 
for  a few  days,  but  I would  not  unload  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  until 
we  learn  what  point  he  will  strike. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  9,  1865. 

Colonel  McChesney, 

. Morehead : 

Send  Captain  Atwill  with  his  two  companies  to  this  place  by  rail. 
Send  them  this  evening,  if  practicable. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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New  Berne,  March  9, 1865, 

Major-General  Gox, 

In  the  Field: 

I have  not  yet  heard  from  General  Conch,  and  fear  he  has  not  made 
the  progress  that  was  expected.  I must  get  in  communication  with 
him  as  soon  as  possible  and  make  arrangements  to  get  him  across  Trent 
Kiver  without  delay.  I will  not  go  to  the  front  to-day  unless  you  have 
serious  work.  Please  keep  me  advised. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  9, 1865—11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

No  serious  work  along  my  line  this  morning,  though  the  enemy  have 
a line  of  works  where  they  were  yesterday  and  the  skirmishing  has 
been  lively.  They  have  not  made  any  demonstration  beyond  my  left 
that  I have  discovered,  but  General  Palmer  reported  about  an  hour 
ago  that  some  force  was  reported  moving  across  his  front  toward  the 
Neuse  road.  His  position  is  not  as  near  the  creek  as  we  sui)posed 
yesterday,  and  he  does  not  command  the  crossing  at  the  Neuse  road, 
but  only  observes  it.  I have  sent  two  regiments  over  to  re-enforce  him 
and  await  further  reports.  We  are  having  the  greatest  difficulty  in 
getting  up  supplies  and  ammunition.  Will  you  please  have  Colonel 
Stewart,  the  commandant  at  New  Berne,  take  precautions  to  have  some 
vedettes  well  out  on  the  Neuse  road  and  to  keep  his  command  in  as 
much  readiness  for  any  contingency  as  practicable.  I have  sent  him 
no  warning  on  the  subject  as  yet. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  9, 1865 — 1.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  Cox, 

WMs  Forhs : 

I have  your  dispatch  of  11  a.  m.  General  Palmer  telegraphed  to 
Colonel  Stewart  this  morning  the  report  of  the  enemy’s  movement  on 
the  Neuse  road,  and  added,  as  understood,  that  the  enemy  had  put  a 
])ontoon  bridge  over  Neuse  Kiver.  Do  you  know  anything  of  such  a 
report?  Colonel  Stewart  has  sent  scouts  on  the  Neuse  road.  Some 
wagons  were  sent  up  this  morning,  and  I will  have  more  sent  as  soon 
as  possible.  I hear  nothing  from  General  Couch  yet. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


March  0,  1865—5.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

I do  not  credit  the  pontoon-bridge  story.  General  Palmer  expects 
definite  information  shortly  and  will  send  it  to  you.  Our  right  has  been 
threatened  by  demonstrations,  but  notliing  serious  has  been  attempted. 
Stovall’s  brigade  of  Hardee’s  troops  is  with  Hoke,  besides  Whitford’s 
brigade.  The  information  on  which  the  attack  was  made  yesterday  was 


748 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LlX. 


given  by  three  deserting  bounty  jiimx:)ers.  A hundred  rebels  are 
reported  to  be  prowling  somewhere  between  the  railroad  and  theNeuse 
in  our  rear.  I have  a party  in  chase. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Neiv  Berne,  March  .9,  1865. 


Major-General  Oox: 

I have  just  seen  a dispatch  from  General  Palmer  to  the  naval  com- 
mander saying  the  enemy  has  a pontoon  bridge  over  Xeuse  Eiver  eleven 
miles  below  Kinston,  and  asking  him  to  send  boats  up  to  destroy  it. 
What  is  the  foundation  for  this  report?  How  is  it  that  General  Palmer 
is  arranging  such  matters  with  the  naval  officer  without  reference  to 
you  or  me?  Your  cavalry  can  certainly  learn  the  fact  whether  the 
enemy  is  on  the  Xeuse  road  in  a few  hours  at  most.  You  are  much 
nearer  the  point  where  the  enemy  is  said  to  be  crossing  than  this  place 
is,  and  there  is  but  a small  squad  of  cavalry  here.  It  would  be  well 
to  have  your  cavalry  patrol  the  river  some  miles  below  where  you  are. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  9,  1865 — 12  p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Weiv  Berne : 

I have  tried  to  get  reliable  information  as  to  the  rumored  pontoon 
bridge.  I put  no  faith  in  the  story.  General  Palmer  has  been  directed 
to  get  immediate  and  explicit  information  from  the  cavalry  patrols  on 
his  flank  on  Xeuse  road  and  forward  it  to  you.  He  telegraphed  the 
naval  officer  on  the  first  report,  supposing  haste  to  be  necessary.  It 
was  an  unintentional  mistake  on  his  part.  Eebel  skirmishers  very 
active  to-night,  but  no  appearance  of  serious  movement  as  yet. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General. 


Merritt’s  House,  March  9,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

Maj.  Theodore  Cox, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  A scouting  party  sent  out  by  me  on  the  road  leading  from 
McDaniel’s  to  the  upper  Trent  road  met  a force  of  cavalry  numbering 
about  seventy-five  on  the  Cob  road.  They  mounted  and  charged  my 
force,  which  consisted  of  twenty  men,  but  followed  them  only  a sliort 
distance.  One  brass  piece  was  seen  in  the  same  position  it  occupied 
yesterday.  We  were  unable  to  take  any  prisoners. 

Kespectfully, 

JAS.  W.  SAVAGE, 
Twelfth  Neiv  York  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  a party  sent  down  the  Trent  road  has 
returned.  It  went  to  Xethercutt’s  Forks  and  returned  without  seeing 
any  indications  of  the  enemy. 

JAS.  W.  SAVAGE. 
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Wise’s  Forks,  March  9,  1865, 

Col.  W.  W.  Wrioht, 

Chief  Engineer,  Neic  Berne: 

Cannot  your  construction  corps  put  a causeway  in  a bad  place  in  the 
Biddle  road  this  morning?  I cannot  send  back  for  the  purpose,  and 
yet  am  very  desirous  of  having  that  cross-road  so  that  I can  use  it  and 
save  the  distance. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  9,  1865 — Noon. 

Captain  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Berne: 

Some  ammunition  was  to  have  come  up  last  night  in  special  train. 
I cannot  learn  that  it  came.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  rounds 
should  be  at  the  Biddle  road  station  for  us.  Please  see  the  ordnance 
officer  at  once,  and  if  it  has  not  gone,  send  it  with  least  possible  delay. 
Commissary  stores  should  also  be  there,  so  that  there  may  be  no  delay 
whenever  our  teams  go  there,  as  we  can  hardly  exist  by  keeping  every 
wagon  going.  Watch  the  forage  also.  Answer. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Co^nmanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Wise^s  Eorlis,  March  9,  1865 — 6.15  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

There  is  as  yet  no  apparent  change  of  iiosition  in  the  front  of  this 
wing.  I am  anxious  to  get  an  early  report  from  you.  Did  you  push  a 
picket  up  the  railroad,  and  if  so  how  near  to  the  creek  ? Also  what  did  you 
send  over  to  the  Xeuseroad,  and  have  you  any  intelligence  from  there? 
If  the  enemy’s  force  is  not  greatly  increased  we  can  easily  maintain  our 
position.  But  j)lease  remember  what  I urged  last  evening  as  to  the 
imperative  necessity  of  watching  and,  if  possible,  guarding  the  Xeuse 
road  crossing  of  the  creek.  Let  me  know  also  if  your  wagons  have 
come  u])  and  what  your  condition  as  to  supplies  is. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  9,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort: 

General:  Your  note  is  received.  I extremely  regret  the  inconven- 
iences of  our  ])osition,  but  regard  it  our  duty  to  maintain  it  till  it 
becomes  manifestly  untenable.  General  Schofield  will  be  up  this 
morning  again.  A demonstration  of  some  sort  is  now  being  made 
along  this  front.  This  makes  it  all  the  more  important  to  watch  your 
right.  Till  the  wagons  return  you  and  we  have  no  means  of  moving 
baggage,  I suppose,  In  case  of  necessity  we  should,  of  course,  unite  all 
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our  force  at  Gum  Swamp  again.  I would  prefer  to  run  tlie  risk  of  send- 
ing some  force  from  this  wing  to  you  rather  than  have  you  move  from 
yours,  though  at  present  a lively  skirmish  is  going  on  in  front.  Stimu- 
late your  men  to  great  activity  and  courage.  I wish  you  had  mentioned 
precisely  what  your  condition  is  as  to  rations. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  &o., 

March  P,  1865 — 9.20  a.  m. 

[Major-General  Cox:] 

General:  Pickets  report  again  the  enemy  massing  at  some  point 
on  our  right.  I will  find,  if  possible,  where  the  point  is.  The  First 
and  Third  Brigades  of  my  division  have  rations  for  to-day,  except  one 
regiment,  which  has  none 5 and  I will  send  by  the  orderly  the  state  of 
the  rations  in  Second  Brigade.  We  must  expect  either  an  attack  on 
our  right  soon,  or  that  the  enemy  will  give  us  the  ‘‘  go-by’’  and  move 
on  our  communications. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  X.  PALMEK, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

March  9,  1865 — 11.50  a.  m. 


Major-General  Cox, 

Commanding : 

The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  moving  a force  along  their  lines 
toward  our  left.  I send  this  along  through  my  division  and  that  of 
General  Huger,  to  you. 

y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  X.  PALMEK, 
Brigadier- General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  9,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  First  Division.,  tfc.  ; 

Our  cavalry  on  my  extreme  left  report  our  cavalry  vedettes  driven  in 
by  rebel  cavalry  about  two  miles  down  the  Trent  road.  This  may  mean 
that  some  cavalry  squad  has  cut  through  to  do  some  mischief  in. our 
rear,  or  that  it  is  a reconnaissance.  Please  notify  by  signal  General 
Thomas’  regiment,  at  Gum  Swamx),  to  strengthen  its  pickets  to  its  left 
and  front  (toward  us),  and  send  us  word*  if  they  hear  of  anything. 
Please  also  have  the  intelligence  telegraphed  to  the  posts  on  the  rail- 
road and  construction  corps.  Some  of  my  wagons  left  Biddle  road 
station  at  6.30  ji.  m.,  and  have  come  in.  They  heard  nothing  of  the 
iiarty  of  rebels  reported  this  p.  m. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Mdjor- General, 
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Wise’s  Forks,  March  .9,  1865 — 12  p.  m. 

Brigadier  General  Palmer: 

The  alarm  about  our  cavalry  on  the  left  turns  out  to  be  baseless. 
Please  have  the  signal  officer  pass  the  word  down  the  line.  I send  a 
dispatch  from  General  Schofield.*  Please  telegraph  him,  and  inform  me 
silso  what  report  you  get  from  theNeuse  road  about  the  supposed  pon- 
toon bridge.  You  will  see  that  an  application  to  the  naval  commander 
sliould  properly  be  made  through  district  or  department  headquarters, 
as  General  S.  suggests,  but  I am  well  aware  that  your  idea  was  simply 
to  save  time.  I think  the  rumor  of  the  bridge  must  be  unfounded,  but 
we  must  now  have  definite  and  reliable  information  to  give  General  S. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Couch, 

Gomdg.  Second  and  Third  Divs.,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 

General:  I have  heard  nothing  from  you  yet,  and  fear  that  you 
may  have  been  unable  to  make  as  rapid  progress  as  was  expected. 
General  Cox  finds  the  enemy  in  pretty  strong  force  in  his  front,  and 
will  be  unable  to  make  any  further  progress  until  you  arrive.  It  is 
important  that  you  make  as  good  time  as  you  can,  but  this  I know  you 
will  do.  I want  you  to  cross  Trent  River  at  or  near  Trenton.  Do  not 
try  to  head  the  stream,  as  was  contemplated  before  you  started.  That 
would  carry  you  too  far  to  the  left  under  present  circumstances.  I 
think  you  can  easily  bridge  the  river  a short  distance  above  Trenton, 
but  as  a further  security  I will  send  some  flats  up  to  Trenton  in  time  to 
meet  you  there  if  I hear  from  you  in  time. 

Very  resnectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  again,  after  crossing  Trent  River 
take  to  the  right  Kinston  road,  keeping  east  of  Beaver  Creek,  and 
march  for  Wise’s  Forks,  which  is  near  the  railroad  and  about  a mile 
this  side  of  Southwest  Creek.  General  Cox  is  now  there. 


Camp,  Seven  Miles  West  of  Onslow  and 

Thirteen  South  of  Richlands, 

March  P,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

General  : I arrived  here  this  evening  in  good  condition.  The  bridge 
over  Southwest  Branch  having  been  destroyed,  has  given  us  some  lit- 
tle trouble.  I will  encamp  near  Richlands  to-morrow  night,  and  from 
thence  shall  proceed  by  the  shortest  road  as  laid  down  on  your  map. 
One  company  South  Carolinians  has  picketed  around  Onslow  and  Rich- 
lands, four  of  which  were  to-day  caiitured  by  Twining.  Hoke  is  reported 
as  moving  north  via  Kenansville.  The  heavy  rain  of  to-night  may 
retard  my  wagons  somewhat. 


D.  N.  COUCH, 

Major-General. 


See  J).  748. 
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New  Berne,  March  .9,  1865. 

General  Terry: 

I send  a dispatch  in  cipher  for  General  Sherman.*  Please  forward 
it  to  him  as  early  as  possible.  1 shall  probably  need  a division  of  your 
command  here.  Please  have  it  ready  to  move  by  land  or  water  upon 
short  notice. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  March  9,  1865. 


Major  Prince, 

Commanding  Post,  Fort  Fisher: 

Your  whole  battalion  will  go  down  to-morrow.  If  you  have  oppor- 
tunity, notify  garrisons  of  Caswell  and  Smithville  that  they  will  be 
relieved.  Captain  Beach  will  go  to  Casw^ell  and  Captain  Sheppard  to 
Smithville.  Make  your  arrangements  to  give  them  what  companies 
you  choose. 

J.  E.  HAWLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  Dist.,  Department  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Forces : 

General:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  directs  that  the  One 
•hundred  and  seventh  Ohio  Volunteers  be  ready  to  embark  on  a man 
of  war  at  the  Atlantic  dock,  this  city,  at  7 a.  m.to-morrow,  for  George- 
town. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point : 

Two  telegraph  operators  who  were  in  the  rebel  service  at  Wilming- 
ton up  to  its  capture  and  who  have  arrived  here,  liaAong  left  Wilming- 
ton on  the  2d  instant,  state  that  it  was  officially  reported  at  Wilmington 
on  the  night  of  February  21  that  Sherman’s  advance  had  reached 
Chesterfield,  S.  C.,  on  that  day  and  that  a body  of  his  cavalry  Avere  at 
Camden.  When  these  men  left  Schofield  had  not  moved  from  Wil- 
mington. 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


See  p.  744. 


Chap  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


753 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  10^  1865 — 8.20  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  IPar,  Washington: 

Schofield  has  been  apparently  slow  in  getting  started,  on  account  of 
unprecedented  storms  and  bad  weather.  There  has  been  but  little 
time  when  vessels  could  run  in  over  the  bar,  and,  consequently,  he  was 
without  transportation  and  could  go  no  farther  than  men  could  carry 
rations  to  supply  them.  When  he  wrote,  however,  his  wagons  were 
arriving  and  he  was  going  to  start  without  waiting  for  full  supplies. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  10,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  Richmond  Examiner  of  to-day : 

VICTORY  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  prisoners  captured.  The  following  official  dispatch 
was  received  yesterday,  announcing  a victory  to  our  arms  in  North  Carolina: 

“Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

‘^Secretary  of  War: 

“General  Bragg  reports  that  he  attacked  the  enemy  yesterday,  four  miles  in  front 
of  Kinston,  N.  C.,  and  drove  him  from  his  position.  He  disputed  the  ground  obsti- 
nately, and  took  a new  line  three  miles  from  his  first.  We  captured  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  1,500  prisoners.  The  number  of  the  enemy’s  dead  and  wounded  left 
on  the  field  is  large;  ours  comparatively  small.  The  troops  behaved  most  hand- 
somely, and  Major-Generals  Hill  and  Hoke  exhibited  their  accustomed  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry. 

“R.  E.  LEE.” 

Kinston,  near  which  place  the  fight  occurred,  is  situated  on  the  direct- route  from 
Goldsborough  to  New  Berne,  and  is  about  twenty  miles  east  of  Goldsborough  and 
about  thirty  from  New  Berne.  It  is  supposed  that  this  force  of  the  enemy  was 
advancing  from  New  Berne  against  Goldsborough  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the 
railroad  at  that  point.  It  is  not  probable  after  this  repulse  that  the  enemy  will 
attempt  to  advance,  and  it  is  likely  we  shall  next  hear  of  them  falling  back  upon 
New  Berne  or  changing  their  course  to  some  other  point  of  the  compass.  This  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  was  evidently  designed  to  be  co-operative  with  Sherman,  and  in 
this  light  and  at  this  juncture  it  may  be  of  great  value  to  us  in  embarrassing  the 
movements  of  Sherman. 

#**#**# 

FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

We  saw  last  evening  an  officer  from  South  Carolina.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
have  completely  devastated  the  country  through  which  they  have  passed.  They 
have  not  spared  a single  house  along  their  track,  and  have  wreaked  their  ven- 
geance upon  that  State  with  a most  savage  and  murderous  spirit.  They  have  shown 
no  mercy  to  either  sex,  and  have  spared  nothing  on  their  march  which  could  be 
devoured  by  lire  and  sword.  We  are  told  the  peojile  have  no  conception  of  the  con- 
duct of  Sherman’s  army,  and  the  wides])read  destruction  and  the  infamous  excesses 
thej^  have  committed.  In  another  column  will  bo  found  an  account  of  Sherman’s 
burning  of  Columbia,  which  we  get  from  a Southern  paper  kindly  furnished  us  by 
the  same  officer.  We  regret  to  learn  that  Colonel  Aiken,  of  General  Butler’s  (South 

Carolina)  cavalry,  was  killed  in  a skirmish  near last  Friday  evening.  Major 

Barker,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General  Hampton’s  staff,  was  wounded  at  the 
same  time,  but  not  dangerously. 

******* 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieuteiiant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis’  Bridge^  March  10,  1865 — 11.20  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  : I have  reached  Davis’  Bridge.  It  is  partially  destroyed, 
but  can  soon  be  repaired.  There  is  some  water  on  the  other  side,  but 
the  bottom  seems  to  be  hard.  General  G.  A.  Smith  could  not  find  a good 
right-hand  road,  and  will  come  up  to  the  bridge,  where  he  will  take  a 
good  road  on  this  side  of  the  creek  leading  to  the  plank  road.  The 
road  General  Smith  is  moving  on  is  pretty  bad,  but  he  is  repairing  it. 
The  bridge  train  and  my  headquarters  train  follow  General  G.  A.  Smith, 
and  my  headquarters  will  be  at  this  imint  to-night.  It  is  thirteen  miles 
from  this  place  to  Fayetteville. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Bethel  Church,  Tiventy-six  Miles  from  Fayetteville, 

March  10,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing : 

General:  Yours  of  11.20  is  just  received.  The  heavy  rain  last 
night  caught  Hazen’s  train  in  a swamp,  and  he  has  had  to  corduroy 
five  miles,  and  his  train  is  not  yet  up.  Corse  is  behind  him  just  on 
this  side  of  Lumber  River.  I will  come  on  in  the  morning  as  fast  as 
possible,  but  you  may  go  on  in  the  morning  ready  to  support  Slocum, 
who  reports  that  he  will  be  readj^  to  go  into  Fayetteville  to-morrow.  I 
have  no  doubt  Johnston  will  try  and  get  some  troops  to  oppose,  and  it 
is  well  for  us  to  anticipate  his  preparations,  and,  therefore,  you  may 
push  so  as  to  threaten  the  town  on  the  southwest.  Let  Blair  take  from 
the  plank  road  to  the  river;  the  two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  on  the 
direct  road,  communicating  with  Williams  on  the  left,  but  let  Slocum 
break  into  town.  I will  send  a staff’  officer  to  him  at  daylight  with 
orders  to  shove  right  in  and  push  for  the  bridge.  I think  if  the  enemy 
fights  us  with  a bridge  to  his  rear  he  commits  a mistake  of  which  we 
must  take  immediate  advantage.  If  any  cause  delays  me,  have  prepa- 
rations made  at  once  to  cross  over  to  the  east  bank  of  Cape  Fear  below 
the  town,  but  we  will  pause  thereabouts  till  we  can  get  some  real  news 
from  Wilmington.  You  may  send  any  number  of  messengers  to  convey 
the  intelligence  that  we  are  hereabouts,  all  well,  and  bound  for  Golds- 
borough,  unless  necessity  forces  us  toward  Wilmington.  I regret  that 
this  column  has  lost  this  day,  but  it  seems  inevitable. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General^  Commandmg. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis’’  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — d.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I have  just  heard  from  General  Blair.  He  found  his 
bridge  destroyed,  but  thinks  he  can  build  another  without  the  aid  of 
the  pontoons.  The  xdank  road  is  a very  good  one.  I have  crossed 
General  G.  A.  Smith,  who  re])aired  the  bridge  over  the  creek  at  this 
X)oint,  as  J found  the  road  on  this  side  too  bad.  He  is  not  yet  entirely 
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over,  but  will  be  to-iiight.  I expected  tlie  bead  of  General  Logaids 
column  near  here,  at  the  fork,  before  this.  The  cannonading  heard 
to-day  is  reported  to  be  on  the  plank  road  from  Rockingham  to  Fayette- 
ville. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 

Reports  from  different  sources  say  that  our  gun-boats  have  come  up 
the  Cape  Fear  part  way  to  Fayetteville. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  H., 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Bethel  Church,  March  10,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  Yours  of  4.30  p.  m.,  from  Davis’  Bridge,  has  just  reached 
here,  and  I am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  same.  The  road  via  tins  point  is  so  very  bad  that  nearly  the 
entire  day  has  been  spent  in  corduroying,  and  but  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  moving. 

I am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  58.  ) Davis’’  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  move  forward  to-morrow  on  the  direct  road  to  Fayetteville,  making 
as  much  distance  as  possible.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  push  forward  on  Fayetteville  by  the 
Fayetteville  southern  plank  road.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith’s 
division  may  move  on  the  road  upon  which  it  now  is  until  it  crosses 
the  Little  Rockfish  Creek.  These  headquarters  and  the  bridge  train 
will  follow  the  Fourth  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Davis’  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General:  Order  two  of  your  divisions,  at  least,  this  way,  and  make 
what  headway  you  can  to-day.  Let  General  Hazen  close  up,  and  then 
go  ahead.  We  will  have  trouble  through  this  soil,  and  if  you  cannot 
reach  with  any  portion  of  your  main  column  Rocklish  Creek,  jilease 
send  forward  and  have  it  bridged. 

Very  respectfully. 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Antioch  Churchy  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major:  I respecitfally  report  that  I began  pulling  out  of  my  camp 
on  Shoe  Heel  Creek  at  5 o’clock  this  morning;  the  roads,  however,  were 
such  as  to  require  almost  continuous  corduroying,  and  my  advance 
was  consequently  very  slow.  Keaching  the  old  Stage  road  I found 
the  Fourth  Division  passing.  I here  built  a substantial  bridge  over 
the  stream  that  crossed  the  road  at  this  point,  so  as  to  expedite  my 
crossing.  Following  on  in  the  rear  of  General  John  E.  Smith,  I moved 
over  Lumber  Kiver  (which  occupied  two  hours),  going  into  camp  on 
Eaft  Swamp,  some  two  miles  beyond  Eandalsville  at  8 p.  m.,  Laving 
marched  twelve  miles,  facing  my  troops  south  and  southwest,  covering 
the  road  on  which  I came  in.  My  headquarters  are  at  Antioch  Church. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  11.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Raft  Swamp,  A.  G.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

Major  ; I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  was  engaged 
to-day  in  corduroying  the  road.  The  trains  were  moved  up  to  west 
side  of  the  swamp,  the  advance  camping  to-night  six  miles  on  the  east 
side. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  A.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  division  as  far  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  to-morrow 
as  you  can,  breaking  camp  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  The  Fourth 
Division  will  be  closed  up  upon  your  command.  On  reaching  the  inter- 
section of  your  road  with  that  from  Eandalsville,  push  on,  unless 
another  division  has  the  road,  when  you  will  have  to  wait  until  it 
passes. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

McCa7in'’s  Plantation,  A.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  re])ort  the  operations  of  this  division  for 
the  9th  instant  to  be  as  follows:  Moved  from  camx)  at  Laurel  Hill  at  9 
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a.  m.,  crossed  Jordan’s  Greek  (following  Second  Division),  and  moved 
on  neighbor  hood  roads  via  Leitch’s  Mills  and  Gilchrist’s  Bridge,  cross- 
ing Lumber  Kiver  at  the  latter  i)oint  to  near  Randalsville.  At  Leitcli’s 
Mills  the  road,  which  before  the  rain  commenced  falling  had  been  quite 
good,  became  impassable.  Nearly  all  of  the  commissary  train  and 
First  Brigade  remained  at  this  point  all  night,  the  men  hauling  out 
wagons  with  ropes,  it  being  impossible  to  find  ground  sufftciently  solid 
for  animals  to  stand  upon.  Upon  arriving  at  Gilchrist’s  Bridge,  Major- 
General  Logan  ordered  two  or  three  regiments  and  pioneer  corps  to  be 
sent  to  Kandalsville.  I immediately  sent  tlie  Second  Brigade,  con- 
sisting of  three  regiments,  and  the  corps.  They  bivouacked  at  G.30 
o’clock,  within  half  a mile  of  Eandalsville,  without  their  transporta- 
tion. The  artillery  and  ordnance  trains  were  parked  between  the  hours 
of  8 p.  m.  and  midnight  on  McCann’s  plantation,  four  miles  from  the 
river.  A few  of  the  forage  and  regimental  wagons  reached  the  same 
I)lace  between  midnight  and  daylight.  From  the  information  received 
this  morning,  I think  all  of  my  trains  will  arrive  during  the  a.  m.  Dis- 
tance marched,  fourteen  miles,  seven  of  which  were  corduroyed. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Big  Baft  Sic  amp,  N.  0.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  First  Brigade  and  sup- 
ply trains  having  arrived  at  about  noon,  I moved  forward,  crossing 
Lowry  and  Big  Baft  Swamjis,  and  cami)ing  at  6 p.  m.  upon  the  west 
side  of  the  latter  wherever  I could  find  ground  sufficiently  solid  to  hold 
up  the  wagons.  Distance  marched,  four  miles,  three  of  which  were 
corduroyed. 

I am,  sirj  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  McNeilPs  Plantation,  A.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  the  0th  instant:  Pursuant  to  orders  from 
corps  headquarters  I broke  camp  at  Springfield  at  G a.  m.  and  moved 
to  Laurel  Hill,  traversing  two  separate  roads — the  telegraph  road  and 
a road  intersecting  it  from  Springfield.  From  Laurel  Hill  I moved  in 
rear  of  the  Second  Division  to  Johnson’s  plantation,  in  which  vicinity 
I ])laced  my  command  in  bivouac  at  11  p.  m.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain 
and  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  rendered  so  by  the  passing  of  the 
Second  Division  trains,  I had  commenced  placing  my  command  in  biv- 
ouac at  McNair’s  plantation  at  G j).  m.,  when,  receiving  imperative  orders 
from  the  major-general  comnnuiding  cori)s,  through  an  aide,  to  move 
across  Lumber  Kiver,  I again  drew  out  my  command,  and  feeling  my 
way  through  the  intense  darkness,  continued  forward  with  the  head  of 
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my  column  to  Johnson’s  plantation,  where  I arrived  at  9.30  p.  m.  At 
this  time  I received  a report  that  the  bridge  across  Juniper  Creek  had 
sunk,  cutting  off  my  supply  and  ordnance  trains  and  two  brigades 
infantry  which  could  not  possibly  reach  me  before  daylight.  Under 
these  circumstances  I thought  it  expedient  not  to  attempt  to  march 
farther,  and  therefore  placed  the  advance  brigade,  and  the  trains  with 
it,  in  bivouac  at  the  last-named  plantation,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
command  in  camp  near  Juniper  Creek.  The  labors  and  exposure  of  the 
men  on  this  march  were  severe  in  the  extreme,  and  they  could  not  have 
placed  less  than  four  miles  of  corduroy  and  marched  a distance  of 
twelve  miles. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  (7.,  March  10,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  command  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning  in  rear  of 
the  Second  Division,  well  closed  up  on  that  command.  You  will  please 
move  as  far  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  as  you  can. 

T am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHCLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  f Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  McNeills  Plantation,  N.  C., 

Xo.  39.  ) March  10,  1865. 

I.  The  movement  of  this  division  for  to-morrow,  the  11th  instant, 
will  be  as  follows : The  First  Brigade  in  advance,  the  Second  Brigade 
in  center,  and  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  rear.  Trains  to  move  from 
Bethel  Church  in  the  same  order  as  heretofore.  In  commencing  the 
march  to  morrow,  the  following  directions  will  be  observed  in  order 
that  the  command  may  be  closed  up  upon  arriving  at  Bethel  Church, 
and  at  the  same  time  no  delay  occasioned,  viz:  All  trains  and  the  bat- 
tery at  this  point  will  move  at  5 a.  m.  sharp  on  direct  Fayetteville  road 
through  Bethel  Church.  At  5.30  a.  m.  Colonel  Adams  will  move  with 
his  command  or  directly  in  rear  of  the  trains  to  same  point,  and  at 
6 a.  m.  Colonel  Hurlbut  will  move  his  command  by  same  route,  closing 
up  the  entire  column.  At  7.30  a.  m.,  or  as  soon  as  tlie  trains  from  this 
point  shall  arrive.  General  Rice  will  move  from  Bethel  Church  on 
Fayetteville  road.  At  Bethel  Church,  the  trains  and  battery  will  take 
the  position  assigned  them  in  the  column,  and  in  such  a manner  as  not 
to  delay  the  movement.  With  exception  of  two  regiments  in  advance, 
and  two  in  rear,  the  troops  will  march  by  the  side  and  to  the  right  of 
battery  and  train,  i.  e.,  from  Bethel  Church. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  11.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

McNeill’s  Plantation^  N.  0.,  March  lOj  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Bice, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

General  : The  ordnance  and  supply  trains  of  the  division  have  been 
ordered  to  cross  to  Bethel  Church.  As  soon  as  they  shall  be  well  drawn 
out,  you  will  follow  with  your  brigade  and  its  train,  moving  to  that 
point  and  taking  command  of  all  troops  and  trains  of  the  division  which 
you  may  find  there.  You  will  see  that  the  trains  are  closely  parked  and 
securely  picketed.  Besides  your  command  there  will  be  the  Twelfth 
and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers.  You  will  probably  not  be 
able  to  move  before  9 p.  m.  Please  ascertain  when  the  trains  shall 
have  passed,  in  order  that  no  time  may  be  lost.  The  Sixty-sixth  Indi- 
ana has  been  ordered  on  from  the  place  where  they  were  at  work,  and 
are  in  camp  at  the  church. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

LOUIS  H.  EVEETS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis’’  Bridge.,  March  10,  1865 — 1.45  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : Have  just  arrived  at  the  bridge  and  find  General  Giles 
A.  Smith  across  the  stream  with  his  troops,  and  his  train  will  commence 
crossing  in  an  hour.  Just  after  I left  General  Howard  to  go  to  you, 
General  Smith  came  up,  and  after  reconn oitering  the  swamp  half  a mile 
from  this  jioint  on  cross  road,  decided  that  it  was  impracticable  to  cross 
train  without  making  a bridge  several  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  the  plank  road  to-night,  and  as  General 
Hazen  was  a long  distance  in  the  rear,  and  he  had  the  road  all  to  him- 
self, concluded  to  cross  his  division  here.  About  two  miles  from  Davis’ 
Bridge,  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  there  is  a right-hand  road  that 
intersects  plank  road  some  three  and  a half  or  four  miles  from  your 
crossing.  General  Smith  will  take  this  road  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  and  will  probably  swing  in  ahead  of  your  other  divisions.  I ' 
trust  this  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you.  It  would  be  impossible  for 
General  Smith  to  get  on  to  the  plank  road  by  the  cross-road  on  west 
side  of  creek  to-night,  and  by  crossing  at  this  bridge  he  will  be  able 
to  take  advance  of  your  command  to-morrow.  An  order  has  been  sent 
to  Michigan  Engineers  to  report  to  you  at  once,  as  you  desired. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  E.  STEOEG, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Kockfish  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

A.s.s-^.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  : My  First  and  Third  Divisions  are  in  camp  here.  The  bridge 
over  Eockfish  Creek  is  burned,  but  I shall  have  it  rebuilt  to-night. 
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The  bridge  over  Little  Lockfisli  is  partly  burned  but  can  be  easily 
repaired.  I shall  send  forward  at  daylight  to  have  it  done.  I shall 
not  need  the  First  Michigan^  and  will  send  orders  for  them  to  move 
with  the  Fourth  Division. 

Very  resi)ectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Davis’  Bridge^  A.  (7.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : General  G.  A.  Smith’s  division  was  entirely  across  with 
trains  before  0 o’clock.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers  did  not  arrive 
here  until  near  dark,  and  has  gone  into  camp  near  here.  The  general 
thought  that  as  they  had  worked  hard  all  day  that  he  would  not  send 
them  forward,  but  will  do  so  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning  if  you 
need  them.  The  general  thinks  that  you  may  move  General  Smith’s 
division  forward  to-morrow  a.  m.  on  the  road  on  which  he  is  now  mov- 
ing, beyond  Little  Rockfish,  over  which  there  is  a bridge  which  needs 
very  little  repair. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  G3.  ( Wear  Rochjish  Creeh,  N.  (7.,  March  10,  1865. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  cause  a sufficient  number  of  good  cattle 
to  be  collected  in  the  country  to  have  fifteen  days’  supply  of  beef  con- 
tinually on  hand. 

II.  The  State  of  North  Carolina  is  to  a great  extent  loyal,  and  as 
such,  a marked  difference  should  be  made  in  the  manner  in  which  we 
treat  the  people  and  the  manner  in  Avhich  those  of  South  Carolina  were 
treated.  Nothing  should  be  taken  from  them  except  what  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  to  this  end  the  following 
regulations  for  foraging  are  made  and  will  be  strictly  enforced:  A 
foraging  party  for  each  division  Avill  be  organized,  to.consist  of  sixty 
men  and  the  iiroper  number  of  commissioned  officers.  Reliable  officers 
will  be  selected  for  these  parties,  officers  Avho  can  and  will  control  their 
men,  and  they  w ill  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  men. 
The  men  will  not  be  iiermitted  to  enter  dwelling  houses  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. They  must  be  kept  together  and  at  all  times  under  the  eye 
of  a commissioned  officer.  If  it  is  necessary  to  detach  a portion  of  the 
party  they  will  be  sent  under  charge  of  a commissioned  officer.  These 
parties  will  take  nothing  but  what  is  necessary — that  is,  animals,  food 
for  the  command,  and  forage  for  the  stock.  Each  division  and  brigade 
headquarters,  battery,  and  train  will  be  allowed  a sufficient  number  of 
foragers,  to  be  regulated  by  division  commanders,  and  placed  in  charge 
of  a reliable  non-commissioned  officer,  avIio  Avill  keep  them  together  and 
subject  them  to  the  rules  iirescribed  for  the  division  party.  Each  of 
these  foragers  will  be  provided  with  a pass.  Division  commanders 
will  cause  all  animals  to  be  taken  from  persons  not  authorized  to  be 
mounted.  All  unserviceable  animals  will  be  shot,  and  after  filling  up 
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the  batteries  and  train  the  rest  will  be  turned  over  to  Lieut.  CoL  E.  M. 
Joel,  chief  quartermaster  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  the  major-general  commanding  may  direct.  All  led  horses  must  be 
kept  in  their  places  in  the  column.  Provost-marshals  of  divisions  will 
patrol  their  line  of  march  with  a detachment  of  mounted  men,  and 
they  Avill  arrest  and  dismount  all  mounted  men  found  away  from  the 
line  of  march,  unless  they  are  regularly  detailed  foragers  with  their 
officers  and  complying  with  this  order.  Where  division  commanders 
deem  it  necessary  they  may  send  a detachment  of  infantry  under 
charge  of  a good  officer  to  forage  on  the  flank.  They  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  go  in  advance  of  the  column  or  to  a greater  distance  than 
five  miles  to  the  flank.  These  men  will  not  be  allowed,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  separate  or  to  enter  houses,  and  the  officer  in  charge  will 
be  held  to  strict  accountability  for  their  acts.  Provost-marshals  will 
arrest  all  men  other  [than]  these,  found  away  from  their  commands. 
All  officers  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order  and  will  arrest 
any  men  found  violating  it.  The  inspector-general’s  department  will 
see  that  none  but  persons  authorized  are  mounted.  Division  com- 
manders may  retain  such  number  of  unserviceable  animals  as  they 
may  wish  to  mount  their  foot-sore  men  on. 

##****» 

IV.  The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  to  Fayetteville.  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move  forward  as 
directed  by  General  Howard  on  the  road  he  is  now  on  to  Fayetteville, 
communicating  with  the  major-general  commanding  when  he  reaches 
Little  Eockfish  Creek.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.*  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  com- 
manding Third  Division,  will  follow  the  First  Division.  The  First 
Kegiment  Michigan  Engineers,  Col.  J.  B.  Yates  commanding,  will  fol- 
low the  Fourth  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will 
move  from  Eockfish  Factory  at  7 o’clock. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  OADLF,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  A.  (7.,  March  10,  1865. 

Captain  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

I have  just  heard  from  my  supply  train  and  I find  that  it  will  not  be 
able  to  reach  this  point  before  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  as  the 
most  of  it,  together  with  one  brigade  of  troops,  is  still  on  the  other 
side  of  creek,  about  seven  miles  back.  Shall  I take  the  advance 
to-morrow  "I 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWFE, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  57.  ] lu  the  Field,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  at  8.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  following 
the  First  Division.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  command- 
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ing,  will  have  the  advance,  moving  troops  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  follow  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear  guard.  Artillery  and 
trains  in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force : 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Rochfish  Creeh^  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

Sir  : Bummers  report  that  they  have  been  within  two  or  three  miles 
of  Fayetteville.  All  citizens  report  no  force  there.  A factory  oper- 
ative, who  voluntarily  came  in,  says  he  left  there  at  11  o’clock  yesterday. 
There  Avere  only  a few  hundred  soldiers  there  then.  They  were  moving 
away  machinery  on  the  Coalfield  or  Western  Railroad.  The  citizens 
told  him  that  Hardee’s  army  would  be  there  to-day,  but  he  thinks  they 
have  left  for  Raleigh.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  are  reported  on  another 
plank  road  five  miles  to  our  left.  I should  like  to  go  in  to-morrow. 

^ Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Davis’  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith: 

General  : Your  dispatch  receiA^ed.  General  Blair  has  been  directed 
to  imsh  you  straight  on,  at  least  as  far  as  Little  Rockfish  Creek,  where 
the  roads  are  very  near  each  other.  General  Sherman  has  particularly 
requested  that  I will  not  push  my  wing  into  Fayetteville.  You  will 
therefore  halt  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  The  arsenal  is  south  of  the 
town.  General  Slocum  is  expected  to  march  in  to-morrow.  If  you  do 
not  get  other  orders  from  General  Blair  you  may  push  on  at  G.30  a.  m. 
and  repair  the  bridge  over  the  next  creek  (Little  Rockfish).  I aviU 
join  you  there  in  person. 

Very  respectlully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Rockjish  Greek,  March  10, 1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adj utant- General : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  all  snugly  in  camp  on 
the  northeast  side  of  Rockfish  Creek.  If  I am  not  ordered  into  Fay- 
etteville in  the  morning  I shall  strike  your  road  about  tAvo  miles  from 
your  bridge.  I can  start  at  any  hour  you  may  direct,  so  as  to  get  ahead 
of  the  column.  Prisoners  brought  in  report  no  enemy  in  Fayetteville. 
A factory  operative  Avho  left  there  at  II  o’clock  yesterday  says  there 
Avere  not  OA^er  200  or  300  men  there.  They  Avere  expecting  Hardee’s 
troops  there  this  morning,  but  he  thinks  they  luwe  all  gone  to  Raleigh. 
There  were  no  iieAV  Avorks  there  but  they  were  moAung  machinery  away 
on  the  Coalfield  or  Western  Railroad.  Bummers  report  the  Fourteenth 
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Corps  encamped  on  another  plank  road  about  five  miles  to  our  left.  I 
should  like  to  take  Fayetteville  in  the  morning,  provided  Generals 
Blair  and  Hardee  were  willing.  I do  not  believe  there  is  much  force 
there.  The  Fifteenth  Corps  are  not  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILES  A.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Roclijisli  Creel'.,  N.  C.,  March  10^  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

General:  I have  referred  your  communication  of  this  evening  to 
the  major-general  commanding,  and  he  directs  me  to  say  that  General 
Sherman  wishes  the  Left  Wing  to  enter  Fayetteville  first,  but  if  we 
meet  any  resistance  we  can  drive  them  and  take  possession.  Therefore, 
should  the  enemy  op])Ose  your  movement,  you  may  take  Fayetteville 
if  you  can.  I think  the  right  wing  of  this  corps  will  be  before  you. 
That,  however,  will  not  prevent  your  inscribing  Fayetteville”  on  your 
banners.  Should  you  find  no  opiiosition  you  will  halt  before  reaching 
the  city  and  await  orders.  You  will  move  on  the  road  you  are  now  on, 
communicating  with  us  at  Little  Hockfish  and  at  any  other  place  you 
may  think  proper.  The  information  you  have  coincides  with  what 
prisoners  that  we  have  taken  say.  I send  you  a duplicate  of  the  order 
for  to-morrow.* 

Very  respe(*tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Baft  Swamp,  A.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General  : The  heavy  rain  of  last  night  caught  the  column  with 
which  I am  in  the  swamp,  which  is  bottomless  and  has  to  be  cleared  and 
corduroyed  for  miles  to  let  the  trains  and  artillery  pass.  The  Seven- 
teenth Corps  is  now  at  Bockfish  Creek  and  will  have  time  to  repair  the 
bridges  and  push  into  Fayetteville  to-morrow,  Saturday.  I want  you 
to  go  in  first.  This  you  can  do  in  your  own  Avay,  but  General  Howard 
will  Iiave  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and  two  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth 
near  enough  to  supi)ort.  Do  all  that  is  possible  to  secure  the  bridge 
across  Cape  Fear,  but  if,  as  I sup])ose  will  be  the  case,  the  enemy  burn 
it,  effect  a lodgment  at  once  across  and  make  a pontoon  bridge  with  a 
brigade  across  intrenched.  We  will  await  there  some  days.  Destroy 
nothing  till  I meet  you,  unless  there  be  special  reason  that  you  know 
I will  ai)prove.  I will  try  and  be  near  you  by  sunset.  Should  it  be* 
that  Johnston  has  resolved  to  defend  Fayetteville  with  a large  force, 
it  is  to  our  interest,  and  you  can  engage  his  attention  on  the  north  and 
northwest,  whilst  General  Howard  closes  in  to  the  southwest.  Avoid 
intrench ments,  but  make  haste  to  prevent  the  making  of  them.  I 
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send  yon  tliis  message  wliicli  may  seem  superfluous,  but  I am  with 
troops  delayed  by  the  swamp  and  cannot  afford  to  leave  anything  to 
chance.  I have  sent  messengers  and  orders  to  Wilmington.  I set 
much  store  on  a lodgment  east  of  Cape  Fear  River,  and  would  advise 
your  having  the  pontoons  convenient.  The  weather  is  now  clearing 
away,  and  will  give  us,  I hope,  some  days  of  sunshine.  Our  roads  here 
are  swampy  in  the  extreme,  but  yours,  I hope,  have  proven  better. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 
Sixteen  Miles  from  Fayetteville,  W.  (7.,  March  10,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourtee7ith  Cories: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  to  day  to  this  side  of  Little  Rocktish  Creek  (at  the  Ten 
Mile  Post),  get  your  divisions  and  trains  together,  and  await  the  arrival 
of  the  Twentieth  Cori)s.  He  thinks  you  will  not  get  farther  than  that 
point  to  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Thirteen  Miles  fro7n  Fayetteville,  N.  C., 

Ro.  20.  ) March' 10,  1865. 

The  advance  will  be  resumed  to-morrow  as  follows : General  Baird 
(directing  his  quartermaster  to  report  his  trains  to  General  Carlin) 
will  move  forward  unencumbered  upon  the  Fayetteville  road  at  G a.  m. 
General  Carlin,  taking  charge  of  the  transi)ortation  of  the  advance 
division,  will  move  at  7 a.  m.  General  Morgan,  with  the  reserve  artil- 
lery, &c.,  will  follow  General  Carlin. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLHRG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Fourteen-Mile  Post,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Captain  Wiseman, 

Assistaiit  A dju tant- General: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  command  in  camp.  I 
reached  General  Kil])atrick’s  headquarters,  in  accordance  Avith  instruc- 
tions from  cor])s  headquarters  transmitted  through  you,  at  10  this  a.  m. 
At  his  urgent  request  I remained  Avith  him  until  2 this  p.  m.  The 
engagement  this  morning  was  one  of  considerable  magnitude,  resulting 
in  the  discomflture  of  the  rebel  forces  after  they  had  occupied  Kilpat- 
rick’s camp.  Prisoners  AA'ere  taken  from  six  different  brigades,  whose 
testimony  is  concurrent  to  the  effect  that  the  Avliole  rebel  army  is 
straining  every  nerA^e  to  reach  Fayetteville  before  our  forces  can  do  so. 
Prisoners  captured  in  the  charge  this  morning  also  saj^  that  tAvo  divis- 
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ions  of  their  army  were  still  in  their  rear.  To-iiight  I captured  a pris- 
oner who  claims  to  belong  to  IthetUs  division,  and  that  it  was  marching 
on  a road  to  our  left,  and  he  (the  prisoner)  thought  it  was  less  than  a 
mile  off.  If  this  is  true  Kilpatrick  will  strike  it  to-night,  as  he  is  on 
the  Chicken  road,  immediately  on  our  left. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOIIK  G.  MITCHELL, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


P.  S. — I tried  to  find  the  generaPs  headquarters  this  evening,  but 
failed  to  do  so. 


M. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Rochjish  Creelc^  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  31ilitary  I)ivisio7i  of  the  3[ississi][)in: 

Major:  I left  Buffalo  Creek  a mile  east  of  Lumber  Creek  this  morn- 
ing, and  after  corduroying  every  foot  of  the  ten  miles  to  this  point  reached 
here  at  3.30  p.  m.  I find  this  creek  and  overflow  at  least  300  feet  broad, 
with  a depth  of  from  three  to  eight  feet.  I have  the  pontoon  train  up, 
and  shall  have  a bridge  ready  by  daylight.  I have  never  seen  so  sp  ingy 
and  treacherous  a road  as  to-day.  If  made  of  jelly  it  could  not  have 
been  less  firm.  A dispatch  from  General  Slocum  this  morning  says  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  expected  to  encamp  to-night  on  Little  liockfish  Creek. 
My  messenger  says  its  train  was  stretched  out  for  ten  miles  behind  the 
camp  of  last  night.  My  train  is  well  up.  I send  some  newspapers. 
Firing  was  heard  this  morning  on  our  left  front,  probably  from  our 
cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Rochjish  Creek,  N.  C.,  Alar  eh  10,  I860. 

This  command  will  march  toward  Fayetteville  to  morrow,  as  follows: 
Third  Division,  Second  Division,  First  Division.  General  Ward  will 
start  at  G a.  m.,  and  will  march  the  troox)S  of  his  division  in  the  advance, 
and  will  repair  the  roads.  He  will  send  three  regiments  ahead  to  Nich- 
olson’s Creek  to  prepare  the  crossing  there.  General  Geary  will  follow 
the  Third  Division,  and  will  cover  his  own  train  and  that  of  the  Third 
Division.  General  Jackson  will  detail  three  regiments  as  rear  guard. 
The  tool  wagons  of  each  brigade  of  the  Third  Division  will  accompany 
their  respective  brigades.  Tflie  artillery  will  have  the  same  positions  in 
the  column  as  in  the  march  of  to-day.  That  ])ortion  of  the  pontoon 
train  which  is  not  used  in  the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  this  point 
will  march  at  the  head  of  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division,  starting  at 
6 a.  m.  The  balance  of  that  train  will  follow  as  soon  as  the  corps  shall 
have  passed  the  bridge. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEB, 

Acting  Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 
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Lieutenant-General  Grant  : 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10,  1865. 

(deceived  13tli.) 


The  enemy  made  a heavy  attack  upon  our  center  and  left  to-day,  but 
was  decisively  repulsed  and  with  heavy  loss.  His  dead  and  badly 
wounded  men  left  upon  the  field.  We  also  took  several  hundred  pris- 
oners. Our  loss  is  small.  General  Couch  is  only  twelve  miles  from 
here  to-night,  and  will  be  up  early  in  the  morning.  We  took  i^risoners 
from  Lee’s  and  Stewart’s  corps.  They  say  two  corps  are  here,  and  the 
rest  of  Johnston’s  are  coming. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


(Forwarded  by  General  Grant  to  the  Secretary  of  War  13th.) 


New  Berne,  March  10,  1865 — 1.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  scout  on  the  Neuse  road  found  it  barricaded  at  Core  Creek,  but 
no  enemy.  They  then  crossed  to  the  Dover  road,  and  are  pushing  for- 
ward. Am  I to  start  the  boat  up  the  Trent  Kiver  before  hearing  from 
General  Couch  ? 

G.  W,  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  N.  C.,  March  10, 1865. 
Brigadier-General  Schofield  : 

I want  General  Couch  to  come  straight  here,  that  he  may  go  to 
Trenton  in  coin])liance  with  my  dispatch  sent  yesterday.  For  that 
contingency  send  the  boat  up  the  river  to-night,  or  at  daylight  if  it 
cannot  go  in  the  night.  Send  Lieutenant  Williams  up  here  to-morrow. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Neic  Berne,  N.  C.,  Mar  eh  10,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

At  the  Front: 

Party  sent  to  meet  General  Couch  could  not  cross  Mill  Creek.  Sent 
horses  back  and  goes  on  foot  with  part  of  his  command.  He  had 
several  men  badly  injured  in  attempting  to  cross.  Could  not  repair 
bridge. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Schofield, 

Neiv  Berne : 

The  enemy  attacked  heavily  on  our  left  and  center,  but  was  repulsed 
with  pretty  heavy  loss.  A large  part  of  Johnston’s  army  is  here,  and 
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I think  the  rest  is  coming.  They  will  probably  try  it  again  to-morrow. 
Couch  is  heard  from,  and  is  to  be  at  Beaver  Dam  Creek  to-night.  I 
hope  he  will  get  up  in  time.  We  shall  try  to  hold  here  until  he  comes, 
even  though  the  enemy  may  get  in  onr  rear.  Bring  up  all  the  troops 
from  Morehead  to  New  Berne,  and  prepare  to  hold  that  place  in  any 
event.  Use  the  trains  to  bring  up  supplies  here  and  troops  to  New 
Berne.  All  other  work  may  be  stopped  for  a day  or  two. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — 6.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

At  the  Front : 

Dispatch  received.  Have  ordered  everything  up  from  Morehead 
City.  Shall  arrange  to  put  all  convalescents,  negroes,  and  citizens  into 
the  works  if  necessary.  Lieutenant  Williams,  from  General  Couch,  is 
here. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  March  10,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Schofield  : 

General  Couch  is  within  a short  distance  of  here.  You  need  not  send 
the  boat.  He  will  be  here  by  daylight.  All  is  lovely  and  the  goose 
hangs  high. 

WM.  M.  WHEERY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865—9  p.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  . 

A t the  Front : 

T started  the  boat  at  4 p.  m.  to-day.  Williams  says  General  Couch 
iutended  to  cross  the  Trent  at  or  near  Beaver  Dam  Creek.  1 will  send 
liim  up  in  the  morning. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Div.  of  the  Mississippi,  Morehead  : 
Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  all  troops  at  Morehead  come  to 
this  i)lace  at  once,  iucludiug  the  regiment  now  under  your  orders. 
Colonel  McChesney  will  attend  to  their  shipment. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne  j N.  (7.,  Mar  eh  10 , 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  0.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 
General:  I Lave  received  a telegram  from  Major-General  Schofield 
to  the  following  effect:  Use  all  railroad  transportation  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  stores  to  the  front  and  for  bringing  troops  from  Morehead 
to  New  Berne.  All  other  work  may  be  stopped  for  a day  or  two.  It 
was  in  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  this  telegram  that  1 
telegraphed  you  this  evening  in  regard  to  troops  under  your  orders. 
Please  spare  the  last  possible  man. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  10, 1865— 6 p.  m. 
Colonel  McChesney,  Morehead  City : 

Major-General  Schofield  directs  that  you  come  to  this  idace  with  your 
whole  command  at  once.  Load  the  train  now  there  and  send  it  up 
to-night.  The  balance  will  come  early  in  the  morning.  Beport  to  me 
your  effective  strength. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  New  Berne,  March  10,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  J.  MoLane, 

Commanding  Detachment  of  First  North  Carolina  Volunteers: 

I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  place  your  com- 
mand on  board  steamer  General  Shepley,  and  to  send  the  boat  on  an 
expedition  up  the  Trent  Eiver.  You  Avill,  therefore,  at  once  jdace  your 
command  on  board  said  boat  with  ten  days’  rations.  It  is  intended 
that  the  boat  shall  proceed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Trenton,  with  the 
expectation  of  meeting  General  Couch’s  command  there,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  means  for  him  to  cross  that  stream.  Mr.  Lowman, 
harbor  master  at  this  place,  will  accompany  the  expedition  and  super- 
intend the  running  of  the  boat,  building  bridge,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  J.  McLane, 

Commanding  Detachment  on  hoard  Steamer  General  Shepley : 
(3APTAIN:  I have  just  received  instructions  from  Major-General 
Schofield  to  order  the  expedition  uj)  the  Trent  to  return.  General 
Couch  is  now  crossing  the  river  at  a point  higher  up  than  the  She])ley 
could  go.  You  will  therefoi  e return  without  delay.  Show  this  to  Cap- 
tain Lowman.  It  will  be  orders  for  him  as  well  as  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 
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NTew  Berne,  N.  0.,  March  10,  1865. 

Col.  N.  W.  Day, 

Third  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  Alorehead : 
Make  arrangements  with  General  Easton  or  the  harbor  master  to  get 
your  command  on  shore  in  the  most  feasible  way.  You  will  then  come 
with  it  to  this  place  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne,  N.  €.,  March  10,  1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  Wrioht, 

Chief  Engineer  U.  8.  Military  Railroads  : 

Colonel:  I have  just  received  a telegram  from  Major-General  Scho- 
field directing  me  to  bring  up  all  troops  from  Morehead,  and  to  use  all 
railroad  transportation  for  that  purx^ose  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
stores  to  the  front.  He  also  says  all  other  work  may  be  stopped  for  a 
day  or  two.  I send  this  for  your  information,  not  knowing  whether  he 
has  given  you  any  orders  on  the  subject. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


New  Berne,-  March  10,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Major-General  Cox: 

I have  received  your  dispatch  of  0.12  p.  m.,*  also  General  Palmer’s  of 
12.50  a.  m.,  giving  the  source  of  his  information  about  the  pontoon 
bridge  and  of  the  enemy’s  movement  down  the  Neuse  road  yesterday. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  our  cavalry  ought  to  know  certainly  of  any 
actnal  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  Neuse  road,  and  also  whether 
they  have  a pontoon  bridge  below  the  mouth  of  Southwest  Creek.  It 
might  be  well  to  send  the  main  portion  of  your  cavalry  to  that  fiank. 
Couch  ought  very  soon  to  be  in  position  to  protect  your  left  against 
any  movement  in  force,  though  I have  heard  nothing  from  him.  You 
might  also  put  a reliable  regiment  or  two  of  infantry  on  that  road  to 
give  you  certain  information  of  the  enemy’s  movements,  and  detain  him 
until  you  could  make  dispositions  to  meet  him  or  fall  back,  as  might 
seem  necessary. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne : 

Nothing  new  this  morning.  The  skirmishing  is  continuous  and  very 
like  that  before  New  Hope  Church.  Night  alarms  are  frequent.  The 
enemy  shows  no  serious  disposition  to  commit  himself  to  an  extended 
movement,  and  my  inqu’ession  is  strong  that  he  will  continue  substan- 
tially on  the  defensive.  There  is  no  ])ontoon  bridge  below  Kinston.  I 
doubt  if  there  is  one  there.  Deserters  say  that  one  division  (Johnson’s) 

’'Reference  is  j)robably  to  dispatch  of  12  p.  m.,  March  9.  See  x>.  748. 
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of  Hood’s  old  command  is  with  Hoke,  and  some  vaguely  talk  of  more. 
The  wagons  sent  up  will  be  very  acceptable.  Will  Major  Wherry 
please  see  the  ordnance  officer  at  Kew  Berne  and  direct  him  to  keep  a 
non-commissioned  officer  at  the  upper  railroad  station,  with  at  least 
100,000  rounds  of  cartridges  ahead  all  the  time.  He  should  have  a tar- 
paulin and  keep  the  boxes  right  side  up.  Part  of  that  sent  yesterday 
got  wet.  The  led  horses  are  still  at  the  end  of  the  railroad.  Shall  I 
keep  them  there? 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

My  cavalry  went  down  the  Trent  road  yesterday  to  the  forks,  about 
one  mile  and  a half  this  side  of  Trenton.  Heard  nothing  of  General 
Couch.  Xo  rebels  on  the  lower  Trent  road,  but  rebel  cavalry  in  small 
parties  were  on  the  upper  (northern)  Trent  road.  1 have  ordered  them 
to  go  into  Trenton  to-day. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 

New  Berne,  March  10,  1865 — 2 p.  m.  (Sent  4 p.  m.) 
Major-General  Cox: 

An  expedition  under  Lieutenant- Commander  Thornton  has  started  up 
the  Xeuse — the  Ella  May,  Shrapnel,  and  eight  armed  launches  and 
cutters.  Please  open  communication  with  Captain  Thornton  if  possible, 
that  he  may  be  able  to  operate  intelligently. 

A.  C.  EHIXD, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer. 

(Same  to  General  I.  X.  Palmer.) 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10, 1865. 

Captain  Kimball, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Berne : 

The  gang  of  laborers  to  unload  trains  at  end  of  railroad  should  have 
a thorough  overseer  to  make  them  unload  the  cars  whenever  they 
arrive.  The  railroad  men  complain  of  great  delays,  trains  being 
delayed  all  night. 

J.  D.  COX, 

, Major-  General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10,  1865. 

Captain  Austin, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Morehead  City: 

It  is  very  important  that  the  wagon  train  of  General  Euger’s  division 
be  unloaded  at  once.  We  are  suffering  for  need  of  it,  and  cannot  pos- 
sibly spare  lighting  men  from  the  front  now.  Please  have  it  done 
without  delay. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding  District, 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


771 


British  Road  Railroad  Orossino, 

March  10,  1865 — 12.50  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

A deserter  who  has  just  come  in  has  been  questioned  very  closely 
by  me,  and  1 believe  the  statement  he  makes,  which  is  as  follows : 
Just  after  the  attack  on  our  left  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  a portion 
of  Hood’s  old  army,  under  D.  H.  Hill,  arrived  on  the  ground.  Bragg 
is  ill  command,  and  yesterday  morning  he  addressed  Hoke’s  division, 
informing  them  that  they  now  had  the  Yankees  running  aod  they  must 
keep  them  at  it.  This  deserter  crossed  the  river  on  the  pontoon 
bridge,  which  is  a few  miles  below  Kinston,  and  he  was  with  Hoke’s 
division,  which  marched  down  the  Keuse  road  yesterday  some  two  or 
three  miles,  when  they  went  back  again.  Bragg  tells  his  men  that  he 
is  going  to  capture  this  army  and  then  go  to  Kew  Berne.  It  is  my 
belief  that  he  will  not  have,  with  Hill’s  men,  more  than  15,000,  but  that 
a determined  effort  is  to  be  made  to  defeat  this  force.  I send  this  to 
you  direct,  as  the  signal  station  is  at  my  camp.  I shall  send  the  same 
information  to  General  Cox. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  K.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


British  Road  Railroad  Orossino, 

March  10,  1865 — 1.20  a.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

While  I was  very  much  occupied  yesterday  I heard  of  the  pontoon 
bridge  over  the  Neuse,  and  I directed  my  adjutant-general  to  notify  the 
senior  naval  officer  at  New  Berne  of  this.  I merely  desired  to  give  him 
information,  and  did  not  intend  eitlier  to  direct  or  advise  any  move- 
ment against  it.  In  these  times  much  has  to  be  left  to  staff*  officers,  and 
blunder  was  made  here. 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

March  10,  1865. 

General  Cox, 

Commanding,  dtc. : 

General:  I desired  to  know  if  the  Neuse  road  was  clear  from  New 
Berne  to  this  i)oint  on  my  right.  I directed  Colonel  Stewart,  at  New 
Berne,  to  get  this  information  for  me  by  sending  a small  party  through 
to  me.  The  cavahy  of  his  troop  were  sent  from  Fort  Anderson, 
opposite  New  Berne.  They  report  the  road  blockaded  this  side  of 
Core  Creek.  If  the  men  are  not  needed  here  they  can  be  returned  to 
their  ])Ost.  Shall  I send  them  back? 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 


I.  N.  PALMER, 


Brigadier-  General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10,  1865 — 5 a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

The  deserters  stated  that  some  rebels  crossed  yesterday  on  a bridge 
they  had  made  near  the  railroad.  Can  they  not,  from  tiiac  i)oint,  get 


772 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


between  the  regiment  on  Neuse  road  and  you?  If  so,  I would  prefer  to 
trust  to  the  cavalry  patrol  and  recall  the  regiment  to  act  as  a reserve. 
A small  infantry  picket,  part  of  the  way  out,  might  support  the  cavalry 
and  see  that  they  did  their  duty,  without  the  same  risk. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General. 


March  10,  1865—11.45  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

A demonstration  made  on  my  left  makes  it  advisable  to  send  over  at 
least  one  regiment  from  your  right.  If  all  is  quiet  there  send  one  on 
double-quick. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General. 


[March  10,  1865]— 12.10  m. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

Tne  orders  I have  sent  are  that  if  I send  word  that  I cannot  hold 
here,  you  will  make  an  orderly  retreat  to  Xew  Berne,  but  I think  the 
weight  of  the  enemy’s  attack  is  over.  If  he  is  quiet  in  your  front  I 
want  a brigade,  and  want  everything  got  well  in  hand  to  move  in  any 
direction.  I need  help  and  rely  on  you  to  send  whatever  you  can. 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major-General. 

Signal  down  the  railroad  for  General  Schofield  not  to  leave  the  train' 
to  come  to  the  front  this  morning. 


March  10,  1865 — 12.30  m. 

Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

Hoke’s  division  made  a brisk  attack  on  my  left  and  is  now  repulsed. 
Signal  General  Schofield  that  he  can  safely  come  up,  as  the  road  is  not 
now  endangered.  I will  send  back  your  men  as  soon  as  the  pursuit  is 
pushed  farther.  I have  a good  many  prisoners. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

March  10,  1865 — 5.10  p.  m. 

General  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Wise's  Cross-Roads  : 

General  : The  three  men  who  came  through  with  dispatches  from 
General  Couch  iiassed  out  again  some  hour  or  less  since.  Two  of  them 
returned  about  half  an  hour  since  to  the  camp  at  Gum  Swamp  and 
informed  the  officer  in  command  there  that  they  had  seen  a brigade 
of  rebels  i)assing  down  (I  cannot  discover  on  what  road)  on  our  left. 
Major  Camp  will  furnish  further  information  as  soon  as  he  can  obtain 
it.  This  news  is  brought  to  me  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  Eighth 
Minnesota,  now  at  Gum  Swamp. 

Very  respectfully,  vours, 

I.  X.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General, 
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Wise’s  Forks,  March  10 j 1865 — 5.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

See  that  you  are  well  prepared  as  to  ammunition,  botli  for  cannon 
and  small-arms.  If  you  have  one  day’s  rations  send  for  more  ammu- 
nition. It  Avill  be  up  by  train  to-night.  The  rebels  may,  and  probably 
will,  try  us  again  to-morrow.  I Avish  you  had  another  hundred  thou- 
sand rounds.  Pay  the  closest  attention  to  your  picketing  and  push 
scouts  forward  on  the  railroad  so  that  you  shall  know  certainly  if  any 
force  passes  to  your  right  during  the  night  or  in  the  morning;  so  also 
as  to  the  Neuse  road.  Eun  no  risk  of  having  that  regiment  cut  off. 
The  force  under  Couch  we  hope  to  see  to-morrow  and  the  word  now  is  to 
hang  on  with  the  utmost  tenacity,  no  matter  what  odds  is  against  us. 
We  whipped  them  handsomely  to-day,  and  if  they  attack  to-morrow 
they  must  be  served  the  same  way.  Let  your  staff*  see  for  themselves 
that  the  picket  and  outpost  duty  is  well  done. 

Yours, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding,  Wise‘’s  Cross-Roads : 

General:  A man  in  Kinston,  in  whom  I trust  implicitly,  has  just 
sent  a negro  man  to  me,  to  inform  me  that  a re-enforcement  of  about 
G.OOO  men  under  General  Lee  (S.  D.,  I presume)  is  to  arrive  at  Kinston 
this  afternoon  or  to-night,  and  that  Ave  must  be  on  the  lookout  for  them. 
I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  K PALMEE, 
Brigadier- General. 


Gum  Savamp,  March  10,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Savage: 

You  must  get  scouts  through  to  General  Couch  at  speed,  saying  that 
I have  been  attacked  to-day  by  Lee’s  corps  and  other  troops,  but  have 
repulsed  them.  Still  his  presence  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  by 
forced  marches,  is  very  important.  General  Schofield  is  here-  and 
directs  that  he  take  the  shortest  and  quickest  route  to  this  point  with- 
out regard  to  his  dispatch,  dated  last  evening.  This  word  must  go 
through  to-night  if  horse  fiesh  Avill  carry  it. 

J.  1).  COX, 

Major- General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  10,  1865. 

General  Couch: 

Move  right  for  this  ])lace  by  the  shortest  route  and  by  a forced 
march.  Cox  has  been  fighting  heavily  to-day  and  has  repulsed  the 
enemy  so  far. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

^ Department  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  54.  ) Wilmington^  N,  0.,  March  10^  1865. 

* * * ■*  ^ * ^ 

y.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richardson,  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts, 
having  reported  at  this  point  with  a portion  of  the  Second  Division, 
Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  will  immediately  proceed  to  Morehead  City, 
and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  place.  If  that  officer  has 
no  orders  for  him  from  the  department  commander  Colonel  Richardson 
will  communicate  with  General  Schofield  by  telegraph  or  special  mes- 
senger without  delay. 

* * * '^'  * * * 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

. CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 

Major,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  and  Aide-de-'Camp. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Wilmington, 

No.  9.  \ Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

I.  The  detachment  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  now 
serving  at  this  post,  will  proceed  at  once  to  Fort  Fisher  and  report  to 
Maj.  F.  W.  Prince,  commanding  post,  for  assignment  to  duty.  The 
quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

II.  Capt.  O.  W.  Beach,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Fort  Caswell.  Captain 
Beach  will  also  perform  the  duties  of  provost-marshal  of  the  post. 

III.  Capt.  Morris  F.  Sheppard,  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post  of  Smithville. 
Captain  Sheppard  will  also  perform  the  duties  of  provost- marshal  of 
the  post. 

lY.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  Major-General  Schofield, 
commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina,  the  present  garrisons  of 
Fort  Caswell  and  Smithville  are  hereby  relieved  and  will  report  to 
their  proper  commanders  immediately. 

* * # . * # # * 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Hawley : 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  €.,  March  10,  1865. 

Capt.  O.  W.  Beach, 

Sixteenth  Neiv  Yorlc  Heavy  Artillery,  Comdg.  Fort  Castcell  : 

Sir:  You  have  been  ai)pointed  to  tlie  command  of  Fort  Caswell  and 
vicinity,  with  the  powers  also  of  an  assistant  provost-marshal.  The 
brigadier-general  commanding  the  district  wishes  you  to  have  at  least 
150  rifles  in  your  command.  You  will  keep  the  fort  in  as  good  condi- 
tion as  possible  and  defend  it  to  the  last.  Keep  the  public  jiroperty  in 
good  order.  Permit  no  civilian  or  outsider  to  enter  except  under  the 
strictest  supervision.  Agree  with  Captain  Sheppard  at  Smithville 
and  Major  Prince  upon  a series  of  plain  signals  that  vshall  signify  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  need  of  assistance,  &c.  You  might  use  guns, 
rockets,  &c.  A telegraph  line  runs  from  Fort  Fisher  to  Wilmington. 
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Captain  Sheppard  will  not  be  expected  to  hazard  the  loss  of  his  com- 
mand by  too  i)rolonged  a resistance  against  greatly  superior  forces, 
though  iie  will  hold  the  place,  if  possible.  Should  he  i)lainly  see  that 
he  must  leave  it  he  will  take  to  the  boats  and  report  to  you  at  Fort 
Caswell.  Make  your  reports  to  headquarters;  the  field  return  daily 
and  the  tri-monthly  on  the  8th,  18th,  and  28th  of  each  month.  Keep 
headquarters  advised  of  anything  new;  a provost-marshal’s  report 
regularly  also.  You  are  authorized  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
keeping  a full  record  of  each  case  and  reporting.  Eeceive  such  instruc- 
tions as  the  officer  you  relieve  may  turn  over.  Report  as  soon, as  you 
can  the  condition  [in]  which  you  find  affairs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  March  10^  1865. 

Capt.  M.  F.  Sheppard, 

Sixteenth  New  YorJc  Heavy  Arty..,  Comdg.  Post  at  Smithville : 

Sir  : You  have  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  Smith ville,  charged 
also  with  the  duty  of  assistant  provost-marshal.  Take  good  care  of 
all  public  property.  Put  the  place  in  condition  for  defense.  Do  not 
permit  your  men  to  occupy  houses,  but  make  them  comfortable  in  tents. 
Permit  no  straggling,  and  keep  your  picket  watchful.  If  troubled  at 
all  it  would  be  a sudden  dash  and  an  attempt  to  surprise  patrol.  If 
you  put  your  defenses  in  good  order  and  post  your  artillery  advan- 
tageously, you  ought  to  be  able  to  repulse  a much  larger -force.  I wish 
you  to  have  at  least  150  effective  men.  Agree  with  Captain  Beach  at 
Caswell  and  Major  Prince  at  Fort  Fisher,  upon  a series  of  plain  signals 
that  shall  signify  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  needed  assistance,  &c. 
You  might  use  guns,  rockets,  &c.  Telegraph  line  runs  from  Fort  Fisher 
to  W'ilmington.  I do  not  expect  you  to  lose  your  command  by  a resist- 
ance to  the  last  extremity.  Keep  all  the  boats  in  good  order,  and  if 
not  too  heavily  pressed  take  to  them  and  go  to  Caswell,  which  is  to  be 
defended  at  all  hazards.  Have  a talk  with  the  naval  commander  near 
you.  Secui-e  captured,  abandoned,  and  confiscated  property.  You  are 
authorized  to  administer  the  oath,  keeping  full  records,  and  reporting. 
Make  daily  field  returns,  sending  them  up  as  you  have  opportunity. 
Send  your  tri-monthly  on  the  8th,  18th,  and  28th  of  each  month.  Keep 
but  a moderate  supjdy  of  stores  of  any  kind  on  hand. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hawley: 

E.  LEWIS  MOORE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  10^  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  G.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  he  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply,  that  matters  of 
trade  in  the  Department  of  the  South  will  be  regulated  by  General 
Sherman’s  Field  Orders,  No.  13,  January  15,  1855,  and  such  other 
instructions  as  he  may  give.  Treasury  Department  permits  to  individ- 
uals are  to  be  regarded  only  so  far  as  the  instructions  of  the  War 
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Department  and  of  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman  allow  or  direct  trade 
under  them  to  be  carried  on.  And  the  President  has  directed  that  any 
permit  signed  by  himself  shall  be  considered  in  the  same  light.  In 
other  words,  trade  permits  of  all  kinds  must  be  held  subordinately  to 
military  exigencies,  and  in  no  case  must  be  used  as  a means  of  furnish- 
ing the  enemy  with  either  funds  or  supplies.  In  regard  to  the  kind  or 
character  of  the  })ermits  required  by  the  Treasury  Department  for  the 
shipment  of  produce,  &c.,  from  blockaded  ports,  I am  directed  to  say 
that  that  is  a matter  which  concerns  the  shippers  and  the  'Treasury 
agents. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Savannah^  Ga.^  March  10 ^ 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Sotith: 


General:  A question  having  arisen  as  to  the  proper  construction 
of  Special  Field  Orders,  Ko.  13,  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Mississippi,  in  the  field,  dated  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865,  (para- 
graph VI),  it  is  hereby  directed  that  until  further  orders  said  paragraph 
will  be  taken  to  prohibit  any  purchase,  direct  or  indirect,  by  any  other 
person  than  a U.  S.  Treasury  agent  of  any  cotton  or  any  claims  thereto. 
This  construction  will  be  enforced  by  the  military  authorities  having 
jurisdiction. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major- General. 

By  J.  D.  WEBSTER. 

(In  the  absence  of  the  major-general.) 


[Intlorsement.] 

Furnish  without  delay  an  official  coi)y  of  this  order  to  post  and  dis- 
trict commanders  for  their  information  and  guidance. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

Ko.  60.  ) Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

I.  The  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  District  of  Florida,  and  will  report  at  once  to 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

II.  In  accordance  with  paragraph  VII,  of  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
13,  dated  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the 
field.  Savannah,  Ga.,  January  15,  1865,  Ool.  B.  O.  Tilghman,  Third 
U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  is  hereby  appointed  post  commander  at  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  and  Maj.  Henry  Allen  as  post  commander  at  Saint  Augustine, 
Fla.  * These  officers  will  proceed  at  once  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Captain  and  Asfiistant  Adjutant- General^ 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  8.  (7.,  March  10^  1S65. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  request  instructions  as  to  what  disposition, 
if  any,  shall  be  made  of  property  in  this  city  which  has  been  brought 
in  by  blockade-runners.  It  is  generally  in  second  hands,  although 
there  may  be  some  cases  where  it  is  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  importers. 
I am  endeavoring,  as  far  as  possible,  to  carry  out  the  same  policy  with 
regard  to  cotton  as  was  adopted  in  Savannah.  There  is,  however,  some 
rosin,  turpentine,  and  tobacco  undoubtedly  brought  here  for  shipment. 
No  instructions  having  been  received  on  the  subject,  I have  directed 
it  to  be  seized  when  found,  stored  and  held,  subject  to  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston.^  8.  0.,  March  10,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schimmelfennio, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  Charleston: 

General  : The  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  will  not  be  longer 
required  for  the  defense  of  the  Neck.  The  brigadier-general  command- 
ing suggests  that  it  be  so  placed  as  to  enable  its  commander  to  visit 
without  much  trouble  all  the  different  companies.  The  general  also 
directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck’s  brigade  will  be 
ordered  to  Mount  Pleasant,  which  will  enable  you  to  withdraw  from  that 
idace  the  force  you  may  have  there. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAED  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty -fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Cooper, 

107th  New  York  [Ohio]  Volunteers: 

Colonel  : The  brigadier-general comniandingdirects  that  you  embark 
your  regiment  on  the  gun-boat  Sonoma,  which  will  come  up  to  the  dock 
for  them.  Y ou  will  on  arriving  at  Georgetown  report  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  place  for  assignment  to  duty.  No  horses  can  be  taken  ou 
board  the  gun -boat,  and  it  is  not  thought  advisable  to  shij)  any  horses 
to  that  place,  as  there  are  plenty  of  captured  animals  there.  If,  how- 
ever, you  should  desire  to  send  your  horses  up  by  a transport,  a written 
application  to  do  so  must  be  sent  in  to  these  headquarters  certifying  that 
all  are  i)rivate  property. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Jjieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen, 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  S.  (7.,  March  10,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

General:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  directs  that  the  bri- 
gade commanded  by  Ool.  0.  H.  Van  Wyck  be  stationed  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant for  the  present. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Washington,  J).  C.,  March  11,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Ya. : 

1 have  just  received  a letter  from  General  Gillmore  stating  that  he 
had  ordered  two  brigades  of  Grover’s  command  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver, 
but  that  he  had  transports  for  only  one.*  In  the  meantime  General 
Webster  protests,  as  chief  of  Sherman’s  staff,  against  sending  any  more 
troops  north  until  you  were  again  consulted.  I do  not  know  by  what 
authority  General  Webster  pretends  to  act  in  this  matter  for  General 
Sherman  during  his  absence.  General  Gillmore  thinks  that  the  troops 
can  be  spared,  but  says  your  decision  will  probably  reach  him  by  the 
time  he  can  get  transports  for  the  second  brigade.  What  shall  I say  "? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  ^taff. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  11,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

( Deceived  10  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck, 

TP ashington : 

If  General  Webster  gives  no  better  reason  than  his  simple  protest 
against  the  removal  of  troops  north  from  the  Department  of  the  South, 
I would  have  the  order  renewed.  There  is  no  necessity  for  detaining 
one  brigade  until  transports  are  ready  for  the  whole  command  sent. 
Instruct  Gillmore  that  it  Sherman  strikes  the  seacoast  at  any  other 
point  than  Wilmington  before  the  execution  of  this  transfer  of  troops 
there  they  will  join  him  wherever  he  may  be. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  11, 1865. 

(Received  10  a.  m.  14th.) 


Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

Dispatch  received  from  General  Sherman.  He  will  be  at  Fayetteville 
on  the  11th;  all  well.  Have  sent  boat  up  Cape  Fear  River  to  commu- 
nicate with  him,  if  possible.  If  detained  at  Fayetteville  on  account  of 
recent  rains  1 shall  send  him  supplies  by  boat.  You  will  hear  satis- 
factory news  fi  om  him  soon. 

G.  S.  DODGE, 

Brevet  Brigadier  General. 


See  March  6,  p.  709. 
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Special  'j  Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  Fayetteville^  N.  0., 

No.  28.  ) March  11,  1865, 

I.  The  Eight  Wing,  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  commanding,  will  cross 
Cape  Fear  Eiver  as  soon  as  possible  and  take  roads  leading  toward 
Faison’s  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad,  but  will  not 
dei)art  from  the  river  until  further  notice. 

II.  Tlie  Left  Wing,  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum  commanding,  will  hold 
the  town  of  Fayetteville,  and  he  will  lay  his  pontoons  ready  to  cross 
the  river,  but  in  the  meantime  will  destroy  all  railroad  property,  all 
shops,  factories,  tanneries,  &c.,  and  all  mills  save  one  water-mill  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  grind  meal  for  the  people  of  Fayetteville. 

III.  The  cavalry  is  charged  with  destroying  the  railroad  trestles, 
depots,  mills,  and  factories  as  far  up  as  lower  Little  Eiver,  including 
its  bridge,  and  will  be  prepared  to  cross  to  the  east  of  Cape  iFear  Eiver 
during  Monday  night. 

IV.  Bvt.  Col.  O.  M.  Poe  is  charged  with  the  utter  demolition  of  the 
arsenal  building  and  everything  pertaining  to  it,  and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col. 
T.  G.  Baylor,  chief  ordnance  officer,  is  charged  with  the  destruction  of 
all  powder,  and  ordnance  stores,  includiug  guns  and  small-arms,  keep- 
ing the  usual  record.  The  time  allowed  will  be  Sunday  and  Monday. 

V.  All  commanding  officers  having  refugee  families  or  negroes  in 
charge  will  prepare  a train  with  a small  guard  to  proceed  to  Wilming- 
ton; after  crossing  South  Eiver  an  officer  will  be  detailed  from  these 
headquarters  to  conduct  them  to  Wilmington.  A guard  of  100  men  of 
each  wing  composed  of  men  entitled  to  discharge  or  escaped  soldiers  and 
officers  will  be  deemed  a sufficient  guard. 

VI.  The  army  will  prepare  to  lean  toward  the  northeast  by  Tuesday 
next. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Ad jntant- General. 


Headquarters ’Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  JAttle  Roehfish  Creelc^  N.  (7.,  March  If,  1865. 
Major-General  HowAtiD, 

Gommandinff  Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 

General:  General  Corse  has  just  come  to  my  headquarters  from 
Eockfish  Creek,  and  rei)resents  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to 
cross  his  trains  without  endangering  his  ammunition  and  hard  bread, 
unless  the  stream  is  bridged,  and  as  it  is  of  considerable  width  and 
depth  and  would  delay  the  column  until  late  in  the  morning  to  attempt 
to  construct  a bridge,  I have  ordered  General  Corse  to  put  in  the  three 
l)ontoon  boats  now  with  this  column,  connecting  them  with  the  shore, 
in  order  that  the  three  divisions  with  their  trains  still  on  the  other 
side  of  the  stream  may  cross  over  as  speedily  as  possible.  I have  the 
honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  coi)y  of  my  order  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  section  of  the  pontoon  train.  * 

I am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Omitted. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Little  Roclcjisli  Creelx,  JSf.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 
[Capt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke:] 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date  relative  to  the  position  the  several  divisions  of 
my  corps  occupied  last  night,  and  in  reply  thereto  would  respectfully 
inform  you  that  the  First  Division  encamped  two  miles  beyond  lian- 
dalsville,  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  with  the  Third  Division  in  rear, 
near  Kandalsville.  Two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  with  Major- 
General  Hazen’s  headquarters,  moved  across  the  creek  near  Bethel 
Church,  the  regiments  being  distributed  along  the  road  corduroying  it 
preparatory  to  to-day’s  movement,  encamping  wherever  night  overtook 
them.  General  Hazen’s  supply  train  only  succeeded  in  getting  through 
the  swamp  beyond  his  old  headquarters  at  about  8 p.  m.,  going  into 
park  at  Bethel  Church.  General  Hazen’s  headquarters  were  moved 
about  one  mile.  The  Fourth  Division  was  in  camp  the  other  side  of 
Baft  Swamp,  with  strong  working  parties  out  all  night  repairing  the 
road  through  the  swamp,  and  although  General  Hazen’s  train  had 
pulled  through,  after  nearly  a day’s  work  in  corduroying.  General 
Corse  had  to  build  three  bridges — one  sixty  feet  in  length — besides 
much  other  work.  General  Woods  broke  camp  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning  and  moved  to  Bockfish  Creek.  His  road  required  a great  deal 
of  work,  his  head  of  column  only  reaching  the  creek  at  4.30  this  p.  m. 
General  Hazen  moved  across  Bocktish  Creek,  and  is  now  going  into 
camp  near  my  headquarters,  about  six  miles  from  town,  having  made 
a march  of  nineteen  miles.  General  Corse  and  General  Smith  are  in 
camp  near  General  Woods,  on  the  other  side  of  Bockfish  Creek.  My 
headquarters  last  night  were  near  the  advance  regiments  of  General 
Hazen’s  command,  and  are  to-night  with  that  division. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- General. 

By  MAX.  WOODHIJLL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Signed  in  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding.) 


• Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Nelson’s  Post-Office,  N.  G.,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  the  major-general  commanding,  I left  camp  at  daylight  this  morning, 
moving  across  Baft  Swamp  on  the  direct  road  to  Fayetteville,  and 
marched  as  far  as  Nelson’s  Post-Office,  passing  over  an  almost  continu- 
ous swamp  that  required  corduroying  for  the  greater  part  of  the  route. 
I am  all  in  camp  now,  8 p.  m. ; have  made  but  eight  miles  since  morning. 
My  headquarters  are  at  the  forks  of  the  road  near  Nelson’s  Post-Office. 
I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Bocicjish  Creehj  N.  (7.,  March  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  General  Corse  lias  been  ordered  to  cross  Eockfisb  Creek 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  will  break  camp  early  in  the  morning,  moving 
in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville.  The  general  commanding  requests 
that  you  follow  him,  well  closed  up. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Xo.  43.  j Nelson^ s Post-Office,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

**#**## 

IT.  The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  has  been  called  to  the 
frequent  robberies  committed  on  the  division  trains  by  soldiers  of  this 
command  that  have  of  late  become  so  prevalent  as  to  demand!  our 
utmost  attention,  aside  from  the  demoralizing  tendency  such  conduct 
must  have.  The  supplies  we  have  must  be  husbanded  with  every 
possible  care,  and  any  inroad  that  may  hereafter  be  made  on  our  trains 
will  receive  the  closest  scrutiny  from  the  officers  in  the  quartermaster’s 
and  commissary  departments,  and  soldiers  detected  or  convicted  in 
the  act  of  stealing  supplies  from  the  trains  will  be  promptly  punished 
by  the  general  commanding  with  the  loss  of  six  months’  pay. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FEED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Little  PocTcfish  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at 
7 a.  m.  to-day  toward  Fayetteville,  crossed  Duke’s  Branch  and  Eock- 
fish  Creek,  and  moved  forward  to  Little  Eockfish  Creek,  where  camped, 
having  marched  twenty  miles.  Casualties,  1 man  killed,  ‘2i  missing. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Rockfish  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Diviswn,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  request  you  to 
move  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  going  into 
camp  in  the  neighborhood  of  tlie  city. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General^ 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Nelson'’ s Post-Office^  N.  C.,  March  llj  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I liave  the  honor  to  report  that  the  advance  of  this  division 
moved  from  camp  iij)on  the  west  side  of  Big  Baft  Swamp  at  10.40  this 
a.  m.  and  mai’ched,  following  the  First  Division,  to  Nelson^s  Post- 
Office,  a distance  of  seven  miles  and  a half,  the  rear  arriving  at  camp 
at  midnight.  The  pioneer  corps  corduroyed  500  yards  of  the  road. 
The  division  is  encamped  upon  both  sides  of  the  main  road  covering- 
approaches  from  the  rear.  Headquarters  upon  the  south  side  of  the 
road  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  The  small  pox  train  which  had 
closed  up  to  within  about  500  yards  of  the  command  while  it  was  mov- 
ing out  was  attacked  by  a squad  of  rebel  cavalry  numbering  ten  or 
twelve.  The  rebels  were  dressed  in  the  Federal  uniform,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  a portion  of  our  cavalry  until  they  reached  the  ambu- 
lances. They  succeeded  in  getting  away  two  horses.  I sent  my  escort 
company  in  pursuit,  but  they  having  scattered  in  the  swamp,  it  was 
impossible  to  overtake  them. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Roclifish  Creeh,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  In  the  movement  on  Fayetteville  to-morrow  morning,  the 
general  commanding  requests  that  you  will  follow  General  Woods’ 
division,  well  closed  up. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Roehfish  Creek,  N.  C.,  Alarch  11,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 
General:  I am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request 
you  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville  as  far  as  possible,  reaching 
camp  ill  the  morning  as  early  as  you  can,  so  that  the  First  and  Third 
Divisions  may  cross  Bcckfish  Creek  at  a seasonable  hour. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special'  ) Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  V Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  40.  ) In  the  Field,  Davis’’  Springs,  N.  C.,  March  11, 1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  0 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
Second  Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Third  Brigade,  and  the 
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First  Brigade  in  rear.  Troops  marcliing  by  the  side  and  to  the  right 
of  trains  as  heretofore  ordered,  two  regiments  in  advance  of  trains  and 
one  in  rear.  Trains  in  their  nsnal  order.  The  advance  guard  will  be 
instructed  to  relieve  all  guards  stationed  at  occupied  houses  by  its  own 
guards,  to  be  relieved  in  turn  by  the  division  in  rear  of  this. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


~ Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville^  N.  (7.,  March  11,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  59,  from  your  headquarters,  of  this  date.  I inclose 
a copy  of  my  order  issued  last  night  on  the  subject  of  foraging.* 
This  order  will  be  strictly  carried  into  effect.  My  division  and  brigade 
commanders  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  checking  the  excesses  here- 
tofore committed.  I think  that  the  small  number  of  mounted  men 
authorized  by  that  order  is  barely  sufficient  to  forage  for  the  command. 
They  can  be  easily  restrained.  The  desire  to  be  mounted  will  cause  a 
strict  compliance  with  the  order,  as  any  disobedience  will  cause  the 
offender  to  be  sent  to  his  place  in  the  line.  I am  as  much  in  earnest 
as  any  one  to  the  necessity  of  putting  a stop  to  the  irregularities  and 
excesses  of  foragers,  and  feel  satisfied  that  I can  do  it.  It  was  imprac- 
ticable to  issue  the  inclosed  order  until  last  night,  and  it  was  not  fully 
published  to  the  command  to-day.  From  this  time  forward  it  will  be 
complied  with.  I respectfully  ask  that  I may  have  an  opportunity  to 
test  the  efficacy  of  this  order  before  enforcing  your  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  59. t 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  oe  the  Tennessee, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  pontoon  will  be  put  down  about  a mile  below  this 
city.  It  will  be  commenced  about  7 a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  general 
wishes  you  to  have  one  brigade  of  infantry  and  a battery  of  artillery 
to  cover  the  crossing.  The  road  to  the  point  of  crossing  leaves  this 
road  a short  distance  in  rear  of  our  headquarters.  A small  party  of 
rebels  was  seen  between  you  and  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  The  general 
wishes  you  to  picket  your  rear  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


* See  paragrapli  IT,  ]).  7G0 

t Refereuce  is  pro])ably  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No,  56,  paragraph  TI,  March  8,  p.  728. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 

Fayetteville^  A.  (7.,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  send  one  brigade  and  a battery  of  artillery  to  cover  the 
crossing  of  the  pontoon  bridge  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  bridge  will 
be  laid  about  one  mile  below  town.  The  road  to  the  crossing  leaves 
the  main  road  a short  distance  in  rear  of  department  headquarters. 
Department  headquarters  are  on  the  main  road  just  beyond  the  bridge 
at  the  edge  of  town. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

March  11,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  take  the  advance  this  morning  at  8 o’clock.  General 
Mower’s  train  is  not  yet  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Wilmington  [Fayetteville],  March  11,  1865. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  dozen  mounted  men 
had  left  to  capture  the  steam  boat  before  1 left  camp,  chiefly  the  forag- 
ing party  of  the  Thirtieth  Illinois,  and  having  no  guide  I was  unable 
to  direct  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hughes,  and  was  obliged  to  act  without 
his  aid.  Captain  Munson  has  just  sent  word  that  he  is  on  the  boat 
raising  steam,  and  expects  to  bring  it  up  to  Spring  Hill  Landing,  on 
this  side,  three  miles  below  the  city.  The  party  will  remain  guarding 
it  till  further  orders. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  FOECE, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Division. 

I suppose  you  have  seen  a Ealeigh  paper  of  9th  instant,  giving 
account  of  Sheridan’s  capture  of  General  Early,  with  most  of  his 
troops  and  all  his  guns  and  train. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  department  head- 


quarters. 


FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major-  General. 
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Little  Rockfish,  March  11,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 
General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  : The  advance  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  last  night 
reached  Buckhead  Creek,  where  they  met  the  enemy  in  some  force. 
Baird’s  division  is  now  moving  from  this  point.  The  Twentieth  Corps 
is  several  miles  in  rear.  I shall  soon  learn  whether  they  intend  to 
defend  the  place  and  shall  be  in  there  at  9 a.  m.  if  they  do  not.  If 
they  do  defend  I shall  find  their  lines  and  bring  Williams  up  if  possi- 
ble to-day. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Three  Miles  from  Eochfish  Greek,  March  11,  1865 — 9.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  Your  order  to  send  forward  two  divisions  is  just  received. 
One  division  has  passed  this  point;  the  balance  of  the  corps  is  on  the 
road  coming  up.  I will  come  up  with  Jackson’s  and  Ward’s  divisions 
at  once.  We  had  great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  creek,  which  was  very 
much  swollen.  I had  to  use  material  from  the  pontoon  train. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  3Iajor- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

One  3lile  from  Rockfish  Creek,  March  11,  1865. 
Capt.  H.  M.  Wmittelsey, 

Acting  Chief  Quartermaster : 

Captain:  Generals  Ward  and  Jackson  have  been  ordered  to  push 
forward  to  Fayetteville  without  trains.  General  Geary  has  been 
ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  entire  corps  train.  The  general  directs 
that  you  park  the  train  wherever  you  can  find  a good  place  until  Geary 
comes  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

One  Mile  from  Fayetteville,  March  11,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore, 

Commanding  Pontoon  Train : 

Colonel  : The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  report 
with  your  train  to  Major-General  Slocum  at  daylight  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Three  Miles  East  of  Rochfish  Creeh,  Afareh  If  1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

General:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
push  forward  at  once  two  brigades  of  your  command  to  cover  the  whole 
train,  relieving  all  of  the  troops  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  which 
are  ordered  forward  unencumbered.  The  general  desires  that  you  will 
take  charge  of  the  whole  train  and  push  it  forward  toward  Fayette- 
ville as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKIKS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

In  the  Fields  N.  0.,  07i  Chichen  Road, 

Eleven  Aliles  from  Fayetteville.,  Alar  eh  11,  1865, 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Alilitary  Division  of  the  A[ississi]ypi : 

Major:  You  will  remember  that  I stated  in  my  last  communication 
from  Solemn  Grove  that  Hardee  was  marching  rapidly  for  Fayetteville, 
but  that  Hampton  and  Wheeler  were  still-  in  rear,  and  that  1 would 
endeavor  to  cut  them  oft.  The  information  was  correct.  Hampton, 
however,  was  found  to  be  moving  upon  two  roads — the  Morganton 
road  and  a road  three  miles  farther  to  the  north,  and  parallel  to  it, 
just  south  and  east  of  Solemn  Grove.  I posted  upon  each  road  a 
brigade  of  cavalry,  and  learning  that  there  was  a road  still  farther 
north,  upon  which  some  of  the  enemy’s  troops  might  move,  I made  a 
rapid  night  march  with  Colonel  Spencer’s  little  brigade  of  three  regi- 
ments and  400  dismounted  men  and  one  section  of  artillery,  and  took 
post  at  the  point  where  the  road  last  mentioned  intersected  the  Mor- 
ganton road.  During  the  forepart  of  the  evening  I left  General  Atkins 
and  joined  Colonel  Spencer  with  my  staff  and  actually  rode  through 
one  of  General  Hampton’s  divisions  of  cavalry,  which  by  11  o’clock  had 
hanked  General  Atkins  and  Avas  then  encamped  within  three  miles  of 
Colonel  Spencer.  My  escort  of  fifteen  men  and  one  officer  was  captured, 
but  I escaped  with  my  staff.  General  Atkins  and  Colonel  Jordan  dis- 
covered about  9 o’clock  that,  while  the  enemy  was  amusing  them  in 
front,  [he]  was  passing  with  his  main  force  on  a road  to  his  right. 
These  officers  at  once  pulled  out  and  made  eA’^ery  efibrt  to  join  me  before 
daylight  but  failed  to  do  so,  OA\jng  to  the  bad  roads  and  the  almost 
incessant  skirmishing  Avith  the  enemy,  Avho  was  marching  parallel  to 
him,  and  at  sonie  i)oints  not  a mile  distant.  Hampton  had  marched 
all  day,  and  rested  his  men  about  three  miles  from  Colonel  Spencer’s 
position  at  2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  just  before  daylight  charged 
my  position  Avith  three  divisions  of  cavalry — Humes’,  Allen’s,  and  But- 
ler’s. Hampton  led  the  center  division — Butler’s — and  in  less  than  a 
minute  liad  driven  back  my  peo])le,  had  taken  possession  of  my  head- 
quarters, cai)tured  my  artillery,  and  the  whole  command  aants  fiying 
before  the  most  formidable  cavalry  charge  I have  ever  Avitnessed. 
Colonel  Spencer  and  a large  i)ortion  of  my  staff  Avere  virtually  taken 
l)risoners.  On  foot  I succeeded  in  gaining  the  cavalry  camp,  a few 
hundred  yards  in  rear,  and  found  the  men  fighting  with  the  rebels  for 
their  camp  and  animals,  and  we  Avere  finally  forced  back  some .‘jiH)  yards 
farther  to  a swamp  impassable  tn  friend  or  foe. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


787 


Tlie  enemy,  eager  for  plunder,  failed  to  x)roinptly  follow  ns  up.  We 
rallied,  and  at  once  advanced  upon  the  enemy.  We  retook  the  cavalry 
camp,  and,  encouraged  by  our  success,  charged  the  enemy,  who  was 
endeavoring  to  harness  up  my  battery  horses  and  plundering  my  head- 
quarters. We  retook  the  artillery,  turned  it  ui)on  the  enemy  about 
my  headquarters,  not  twenty  steps  distant,  and  finally  forced  him  out 
of  my  camp.  We  re-established  our  lines,  and  for  an  hour  and  a half 
foiled  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  retake  it.  At  about  8 o’clock  Gen- 
eral Mitchell,  with  a brigade  of  infantry,  came  within  supporting  dis- 
tance, having  rapidly  marched  to  my  assistance  across  the  country 
from  the  plank  road.  He  at  once  moved  up  into  i:)osition,  and  remained 
with  me  until  1.30  o’clock,  rendering  me  every  assistance  possible. 
The  enemy  did  not,  however,  make  it  necessary  for  the  infantry  to  fire 
a single  shot.  General  Mitchell  has  my  thanks  and  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  rapid  march  over  a broken  country,  the  soldierly  feeling 
displayed,  and  anxiety  to  assist  me.  We  lost  4 officers  killed,  15  men, 
and  61  severely  wounded,  and  several  others  slightly  wounded,  and  7 
officers  wounded,  and  we  have  lost  in  officers  and  men  about  100.  I do 
not  think  it  will  exceed  that  number,  and  may  fall  short  of  it.  The 
enemy  left  in  my  camp  ui)ward  of  70  killed,  including  many  officers, 
and  a large  number  of  wounded.  The  enemy  made  nothing  by  the 
attack,  save  some  25  or  30  valuable  horses  about  headquarters.  We 
captured  about  30  prisoners  during  the  day  and  about  150  horses  and 
e(iuipments,  which  the  enemy  were  forced  to  abandon  in  a swamp  into 
which  he  was  driven  by  a charge  made  by  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
We  held  the  only  road  upon  which  the  enemy  could  movefto  Fayette- 
ville without  moving  across  the  country  to  a road  about  fiveomiles  dis- 
tant. I find,  however,  a portion  of  Hampton’s  cavalry  passed  during 
the  night  upon  a road  running  between  my  ])rescut  ])osition  and  Little 
Fiver.  The  main  portion  of  his  force,  however,  has  not  yet  passed.  I 
am  now  within  two  miles  of  the  road  mentioned,  and  as  soon  as  my 
command  has  fed  will  move  to  intercept  that  portion  which  has  not  yet 
passed.  I have  written  you  in  detail,  that  you  may  fully  know  all  that 
has  taken  place.  Prisoners  taken  from  Allen’s,  Humes’,  and  Butler’s 
divisions  differ  as  to  the  movements  of  Cheatham’s  command.  Some 
say  that  it  is  moving  upon  the  railroad,  others  that  it  is  moving  after 
Hardee,  and  will  juobably  take  a road  north  of  Little  Fiver.  The 
information  is  not,  however,  reliable.  We  have  marched  over  the 
worst  roads  I ever  sawy  and  have  had  scarcely  forage  for  the  past  two 
days,  Hardee  having  taken  nearly  everything  in  the  country.  My 
command  very  much  needs  rest. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATFICK, 

■ ■ Brevet  J^ajor- General. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Spencer  informs  me  th'at  it  was  a charge  made  by 
Ca])tain  Hinds’  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  and  not  Fifth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry,  which  drove  the  enemy  into  the  swamp,  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  their  horses  and  animals. 

J.  K, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  77,  1865. 
GeuK^ral  Kilpatrick,  Gommandhiy  Cavalry: 

General:  I have  fuvst  receiv(*d  your  report  and  Lead  it  with  great 
satislaction.  I feared  it  was  Avorse,  as  the  enemy  claims  from  200  to 
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400  prisoners,  which  were  couclucted  through  Fayetteville.  You  may 
rest  a couple  of  days,  and  then  be  ready  to  cross  the  river.  I think 
there  are  some  of  the  enemy  that  failed  to  escape  across  the  bridge. 
You  might  send  a strong  foraging  party  up  to  the  Little  Eiver  bridge 
and  burn  the  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy  have  sent  a good  deal  of 
ordnance  up  toward  the  coal  mines  on  the  railroad.  I would  like  to 
have  it  and  the-  cars  and  locomotives  destroyed,  but  can  hardly  spare 
time.  We*will  lay  the  pontoons  to-morrow  and  cross  Monday.  I am 
at  the  arsenal.  I did  not  get  a dispatch  from  you  at  Solemn  Grove. 
Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMANT, 

Major- QeneraL 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  11, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Schofield  : 

The  rebels  seem  satisfied  with  their  pounding  yesterday,  and  have 
disappeared,  leaving  their  intrenching  tools  as  well  as  their  dead  upon 
the  field.  It  will  take  till  afternoon  to  get  up.  I shall  not  move  to-day. 
Let  the  Morehead  garrison  return,  and  ask  Colonel  Wright  to  push  for- 
ward the  railroad.  Try  to  ascertain  what  has  become  of  the  pontoons 
and  order  them  up. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

N'ew  Berne,  Y.  (7.,  March  11,  1865. 

J.  B.  Van  Dyne, 

Siiperintendent  Military  Railroads,  Neio  Berne,  N.  C. : 

Sir  : The  troops  brought  up  from  Morehead  City  will  be  returned  to 
that  place  as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently  furnish  the  trains.  Please 
inform  me  at  what  hour,  this  p.  m.  or  to-morrow  a.  m.,  you  can  furnish 
the  first  train,  and  what  number  of  men  can  be  taken  on  the  same, 
y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  11,  1865. 

Colonel  McChesney, 

Morehead  City : 

The  troops  sent  by  you  last  night  and  this  morning  will  be  returned 
to-day  or  to-morrow.  No  more  need  come. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox, 

Forhs  : 

The  pontoons  have  arrived  at  IMorehead,  and  will  be  sent  up  on  the 
cars  to-morrow.  I have  arranged  to  send  suj)plies  up  by  boat  to  Kins- 
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toD,  if  it  prove  practicable  to  reach  that  point.  Give  me  the  first  infor- 
mation of  the  naval  expedition;  also  of  the  reconnaissance  sent  toward 
Kinston  to-day.  Have  good  bridges  built  over  Southwest  Creek,  and 
the  troops  supplied  as  far  as  practicable  to-morrow. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Wiseh  Forks,  March  11,  1865. 


Capt.  A.  C.  Khind, 

Commanding  II.  S.  Naval  Forces  : 

Your  dispatch  came  yesterday  as  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a battle. 
1 ordered  a party  of  cavalry  to  patrol  the  river  and  endeavor  to  open 
communication  with  the  vessels  coming  up,  but  was  unable  to  send 
any  considerable  force  away.  The  enemy,  consisting  of  S.  D.  Lee’s-and 
Stewart’s  corps  of  Hood’s  old  army  and  Hoke’s  division,  attacked  my 
left  fiank  yesterday  at  1 1.30  a.  m.  I repulsed  them  after  a sharp  fight, 
in  which  Hoke’s  division  was  routed  and  he  is  reported  killed.  A sec- 
ond attack  was  made  about  1.30  p.  m.  on  my  left  center,  and  Lee’s  and 
Stewart’s  men  were  there  also  repulsed.  The  enemy  was  severely  pun- 
ished, and  has  during  the  night  evacuated  his  lines  in  my  front  and 
fallen  back  toward  Kinston.  We  have  between  200  and  300  prisoners. 
General  Schofield  was  here  in  person  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
engagement. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

In  the  Field,  March  11,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Major-General  Cox: 

The  enemy  has  evacuated  his  lines  on  Southwest  Creek,  in  front  of 
the  right,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  as  I presume  he  has  on  the  whole 
line.  An  officer  sent  from  here  has  been  inside  of  the  works. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

I.  X.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  Gerieral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort, 

British  Road,  March  11,  1865. 

General  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding : 

General:  A sergeant  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  has  just  reported  to 
me  that  he  has  been  as  far  across  the  creek  as  John  Jackson’s  house, 
about  three-quarters  of  a mile.  Jackson  says  the  enemy  have  gone 
toward  Goldsborough  as  fast  as  possible.  The  fire  in  front  is  the  burn- 
ing of  the  ram  Xeuse  and  the  bridges,  1 presume. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  X.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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March  11,  1865. 

Mrs.  I.  N.  Palmer, 

New  Berne : 

All  right  up  here.  The  rebels  are  off  for  Goldsboroiigh.  The  ram  is 
burning. 


I.  N.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier- General 


IS'EWPORT,  N".  C.,  March  71,  1865. 
Asst.  Ad.jt.  Gen.  to  Major-General  Schofield: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  having  just  arrived  here  (without  having- 
communicated  with  General  Couch),  bringing  two  rebel  soldiers. 
Bridge  across  White  Oak  without  a post  or  stringer  left,  and  no  fording. 
Will  report  in  person  on  first  train  unless  otherwise  directed. 

EMOEY  CUMMl^lGS, 

Captain  Company  A,  Tiventy -third  Neic  Yorh  Cavalry. 


Wilmington,  March  77,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

Your  dispatch  of  8th  received.  The  rebels  have  obstructed  the  river 
near  Elizabethtown.  1 shall  send  up  a steamer  this  afternoon  to  try 
and  get  the  obstructions  out.  I shall  also  send  all  my  cavalry,  total 
100,  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river  to  open  the  road  as  far  as  possible. 
General  Schofield  is  between  New  Berne  and  Goldsborough.  He  has 
with  him  the  whole  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps  and  Palmer’s  and 
IMeagher’s  commands.  I have  here  about  9,000  infantry  and  two  bat- 
teries, besides  necessary  garrisons. 

TEEEY, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 
]\iajor- General  Terry, 

Wilmington : 

I liave  just  received  your  dispatch  of  the  7th.  We  entered  Fayette- 
ville to-day,  Hardee  retreating  eastward  with  20,000  men  and  burning 
the  bridge  across  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  We  will  cross  the  river  to-morrow 
and  start  for  Goldsboroiigh  on  Tuesday.  You  can  calculate  the  time 
of  my  arrival  by  the  weather.  I will  strike  the  Wilmington  railroad 
about  Faison’s.  We  are  all  well  and  have  destroyed  a vast  amount  of 
stores  and  done  the  enemy  irreparable  damage.  I will  destroy  the 
arsenal  utterly.  I want  everything  concentrated  at  or  as  near  Golds- 
borough  as  jiossible,  with  the  railroad  finished  as  near  as  possible.  We 
have  a large  number  of  negroes  and  refugees  that  I may  send  to  Wil- 
mington. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Fayetteville^  F.  (7.,  Mareh  11,  1865. 

General  Terry, 

Wihnington : 

I may  send  a train  of  wagons  down  Cape  Fear  Fiver  to  convey  refu- 
gees and  negroes  that  have  followed  my  army  from  South  Carolina. 
Please  ask  Admiral  Porter  to  have  some  gun-boats  feel  up  Cape  Fear 
Eiver  as  high  as  Elizabeth  City,  or,  at  all  events,  as  high  up  as  the  wreck 
of  the  Ohickamauga,  at  Indian  Wells.  The  rebels  burned  their  steam- 
boats here. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  18th.) 


?ilaj or- General  Terry, 

Wibnington,  A.  C. : 

To-day  we  have  added  Fayetteville  to  the  list  of  cities  that  have 
fallen  into  our  hands.  Hardee,  said  to  have  2(),()()0  men,  withdrew 
across  the  river  yesterday  and  last  night;  he  is  reported  en  route  for 
IJaleigh.  The  rebels  skirmished  in  the  town,  and  tired  artillery  upon 
the  houses  occupied  by  women  and  children.  They  burned  the  bridge 
at  this  place,  and  removed  all  the  public  stores  up  the  railroad  that 
they  could.  General  Sherman  is  here,  well.  Many  men  are  wanting 
shoes  and  clothing,  yet  the  army  never  was  in  better  spirits.  Expect 
us  at  Goldsborough  by  the  20th  instant. 


O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Wilmingto7i,  A.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

General:  I have  just  received  the  inclosed  iispatch  from  General 
Sherman.*  The  scout  who  brought  it  gives  me  the  verbal  message  that 
the  general  has  a large  number  of  refugees,  white  and  black,  with  him, 
and  that  he  desires  to  have  boats  sent  up  to  bring  them  here.  I will 
make  every  effort  to  comply  with  General  Sherman’s  wishes  in  this 
respect,  but  I think  it  doubtful  whether  I can  succeed  in  doing  so. 
The  Eolus  was  able  to  penetrate  only  twenty-five  miles  above  the  town, 
and  ascertained  that  a short  distance  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  Black 
River  tliere  are  obstructions,  consisting  of  the  wreck  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga,  piles,  and  a chain.  I have  also  learned  this  morning  that  the 
enemy  have  a large  number  of  negroes  felling  trees  into  the  stream 
near  Elizabethtown.  1 shall  send  a tug  up  the  river  this  morning  with 
a strong  party  on  board  to  exanjine,  and,  if  possible,  to  remove,  the 
obstructions,  and  I intend  to  send  400  of  the  Thirteenth  l^ennsylvania 
Chivalry  up  the  right  bank  tliis  afternoon,  with  instructions  to  pene- 
trate as  far  as  Elizabethtown,  if  possible,  and  drive  off  the  i)arties 
engaged  in  obstructing  the  river.  All  is  quiet  in  this  vicinity. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Major-  General. 


Sliernian  to  Commandiug  Oliicer  at  Wiliiiiugton,  8th,  j).  735. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  G.,  March  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

There  are  about  7,000  men  here  belonging  to  your  army  that  I wish 
to  forward  to  North  Carolina  as  soon  as  possible,  but  1 am  not  able  to 
commence  yet  for  the  reasons  that  my  transports  are  all  engaged  mov- 
ing a part  of  my  own  command  to  Wilmington,  by  order  of  Lieutenant 
General  Grant,  and  I am  greatly  in  want  of  coal  for  the  steamers  thus 
engaged.  I have  thus  far  been  able  to  keep  going  by  borrowing  from 
the  navy,  but  don’t  expect  to  get  much  more  from  that  source.  The 
first  steamer  that  goes  from  this  place  to  New  York  or  Fort  Monroe 
will  carry  an  application  for  some  transports  for  this  purpose.  I have 
requested  General  Schofield  to  send  both  steamers  and  coal  if  he  can 
do  so.  I expect  to  send  from  my  own  command  over  4,000  of  my  best 
white  troops. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  35.  j Hilton  Head,  8.  €.,  March  11,  1865. 

First  Lieut.  E.  N.  K.  Talcott,  First  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers,  is  hereby  announced  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord- 
ingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hiltoji  Head,  8.  G.,  March  11,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  8outh,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 
General:  I am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  that  you  put  all  the  troops  you  can  of  the  brigade  ordered  to 
Savannah,  on  board  the  steamer  W.  W.  Coit,  and  that  you  continue  to 
send  said  troops  by  every  opportunity  until  the  entire  brigade  has 
been  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Hartwell  : 

General:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  directs  that  you 
encamp  your  command  at  the  intrenchments  on  the  Neck,  relieving  the 
Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  now  there.  Pickets  will  be  kept  to 
the  front  a sufficient  distance  to  prevent  a surprise.  Guards  will  be 
posted  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  persons  leaving  our  lines  without 
passes  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  district  commander.  Contrabands 
and  refugees  will  be  admitted  within  the  lines.  Persons  desiring  to 
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enter  to  take  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  will  also  be  allowed  to  enter,  but 
uoi  pass  out  without  a written  pass.  Patrols  under  command  of  com- 
missioned officers  will  be  sent  out  daily  to  apprehend  stragglers  and 
prevent  marauding.  One  company  will  accompany  the  railroad  train 
each  day  to  Summerville.  The  officer  in  command  of  this  company 
will  have  orders  to  be  particularly  careful  that  his  men  do  not  molest 
the  citizens.  Such  details  as  are  called  for  by  the  chief  engineer  for 
work  on  the  intrenchments  will  be  furnished. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONAKD  B.  PERKY, 

First  Lieut. ^ Fifty-fifth  Mass.Yols..,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  12.,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

(Received  1.35  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War.,  Washington : 

There  is  no  doubt  but  some  prisoners  were  captured  from  Cox  or 
Palmer  near  Kinston.  Colonel  Mulford  has  been  notified  that  they 
have  been  ordered  to  Richmond  to  be  immediately  exchanged.  I do 
not  want  them  furloughed.  They  should  be  kept  at  Annapolis  or  Point 
Lookout  until  declared  exchanged.  I do  not  suppose  it  to  have  been  a 
defeat  but  a severe  fight  with  our  advance  upon  Kinston,  in  which  we 
have  lost  some  prisoners.  On  Thursday  morning  before  daylight  Kil- 
l)atrick  was  surprised  near  Cheraw,  with  a loss  of  camp  equipage,  100 
or  200  men,  and  a large  number  of  rebel  prisoners,  previouvsly  captured 
by  him.  This  is  a rebel  account.  No  paper  was  published  in  Rich- 
mond yesterday  or  to-day. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 


Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Ln  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  A.  C.,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865. 

(Received  16  th.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir:  I know  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  my  army  has 
reached  this  point  and  have  opened  communication  with  Wilmington. 
A tug  boat  came  up  this  morning,  and  will  start  back  at  6 p.  m.  I have 
written  to  General  Grant  a letter,  the  substance  of  which  he  will  doubt- 
less communicate,  and  it  must  suffice  for  me  to  tell  you  what  I know 
will  give  you  ideasure,  that  I have  done  all  I proposed  and  the  fruits 
seem  to  me  ample  for  the  time  employed.  Charleston,  Georgetown, 
and  Wilmington  are  incidents,  whilst  the  utter  demolition  of  tlie  rail- 
road system  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  the  enemy’s 
arsenals  at  Columbia,  Cheraw,  and  Eayetteville  are  the  x^nneiples  of 
the  movement.  These  points  were  regarded  as  inaccessible  to  us,  and 
now  no  place  in  the  Confederacy  is  safe  against  the  Army  of  the  West. 
Let  Lee  hold  on  to  Richmond  and  we  will  destroy  his  country,  and  then 
of  what  use  is  Richmond?  He  must  come  out  and  fight  us  on  open 
ground,  and  for  that  we  must  ever  be  ready.  Let  him  stick  behind  his 
parapets  and  he  will  ])erisli.  1 remember  well  what  you  asked  of  me, 
and  think  1 am  on  the  right  road,  though  a long  one.  My  army  is  as 
united  and  cheerful  as  ever,  and  as  full  of  confidence  in  themselves  and 
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their  leaders  as  ever.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate 
what  we  have  done,  but  I inclose  a slip  just  handed  me,  which  is  but 
partial.  At  Columbia  and  Oheraw  we  destroyed  nearly  all  the  gun- 
powder and  cartridges  the  Confederacy  had  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
This  arsenal  is  in  line  order  and  much  enlarged.  I cannot  leave  a 
detachment  to  hold  it,  and,  therefore,  shall  burn  it — blow  it  up  with  gun- 
powder, and  then  with  rams  knock  down  its  walls.  I take  it  for 
granted  the  United  States  will  never  again  trust  Carolina  with  an 
arsenal  to  appropriate  at  her  pleasure. 

Hoping  that  good  fortune  may  still  attend  my  army,  I remain,  your 
servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Getieral. 

[Inclosure.] 

Memoranda. 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12, 1865. 

Forty- three  guns  at  Columbia,  25  guns  at  Cheraw,  17  guns  at  Fayette- 
ville, total,  85,  of  which  four-fifths  were  field  guns,  and  all  were  service- 
able; 50  field  and  siege  gun  carriages,  30  caissons,  5 battery  wagons,  3 
traveling  forges. 

Memorandum  of  General  Barry,  chief  of  artillery. 

SHERMAN. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

(Received  16th). 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Army,  City  Point: 

Dear  General:  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  at  noon,  Hardee, 
as  usual,  retreating  across  the  Cape  Fear,  burning  his  bridge;  but  our 
pontoons  will  be  up  to  day,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  iiossible  I will 
be  after  him  toward  Goldsborough.  A tug  has  just  come  up  from 
Wilmington,  and  before  I get  off  from  here  I hope  to  get  up  from 
Wilmington  some  shoes  and  stockings,  some  sugar,  coffee,  and  flour. 
We  are  abundantly  supplied  with  all  else,  having  in  a measure  lived 
off  the  country.  The  army  is  in  splendid  health,  condition,  and  spirit, 
although  we  have  had  foul  weather  and  roads  that  would  have  stopped 
travel  to  almost  any  other  body  of  men  I ever  read  of.  Our  march 
was  substantially  what  I designed — straight  on  Columbia,  feigning  on 
Branch ville  and  Augusta.  We  destroyed  in  passing  the  railroad  from 
the  Edisto  nearly  up  to  Aiken.  Again  from  Orangeburg  to  the  Con- 
garee.  Again  from  Columbia  down  to  Kingsville  and  the  Wateree, 
and  up  toward  Charlotte  as  far  as  the  Chester  line.  Thence  I turned 
east  on  Cheraw  and  thence  to  Fayetteville.  At  Columbia  we  destroyed 
immense  arsenals  and  railroad  establishments,  among  which  were 
forty-three  cannon.  At  Cheraw  we  found  also  machinery  and  material 
of  war  from  Charleston,  among  which  25  guns  and  3,600  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  and  here  we  find  about  twenty  guns  and  a magnificent  U.  S. 
arsenal.  We  cannot  afford  to  leave  detachments,  and  I shall,  therefore, 
destroy  this  valuable  arsenal,  for  the  enemy  shall  not  have  its  use, 
and  the  United  States  should  never  again  confide  such  valuable  prop- 
erty to  a people  who  have  betrayed  a trust.  I could  leave  here 
to-morrow,  but  want  to  clean  my  columns  of  the  vast  crowd  of  refugees 
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aod  negroes  that  encumber  me.  Some  I will  send  down  tlie  river  in 
boats,  and  the  balance  will  send  to  Wilmington  by  land  under  small 
escort  as  soon  as  we  are  across  Cape  Fear  Kiver.  I hope  you  have  not 
been  uneasy  about  us,  and  that  the  fruits  of  this  march  will  be  appre- 
ciated. It  had  to  be  made,  not  only  to  secure  the  valuable  depots  by 
the  way,  but  its  incidents  in  the  necessary  fall  of  Charleston,  George- 
town, and  Wilmington.  If  I can  now  add  Goldsborough  without  too 
much  cost,  I will  be  in  position  to  aid  you  materially  in  the  spring 
campaign.  Joe  Johnston  may  try  to  interpose  between  me  here  and 
Schofield  about  New  Berne,  but  I think  he  will  not  try  that,  but  con- 
centrate his  scattered  armies  at  Raleigh,  and  I will  go  straight  at  him 
as  soon  as  I get  my  men  reclothed  and  our  wagons  reloaded.  Keep 
everybody  busy  and  let  Stoneman  push  toward  Greensborough  or 
Charlotte  from  Knoxville.  Even  a feint  in  that  quarter  will  be  most 
important.  The  railroad  from  Charlotte  to  Danville  is  all  that  is  left 
to  the  enemy,  and  it  won’t  do  for  me  to  go  there  on  account  of  the 
‘‘red  clay ’’hills,  that  are  impassable  to  wheels  in  wet  weather.  I 
expect  to  make  a junction  with  General  Schofield  in  ten  days. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Generai. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Fayetteville^  N.  C.,  Sunday^  March  12,  1865. 
Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith,  or  either. 

At  Wilmmgton: 

Gentlemen:  We  need  very  much  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  and 
jiants;  also  flour,  bread,  sugar,  and  coflee;  all  else  we  hav^e  in  abun- 
dance. I cannot  afford  to  stay  here  longer  than  Wednesday.  The 
river  is  now  high,  and  if  you,  or  either  of  you,  are  in  Wilmington,  send 
from  there  wbat  you  can  of  such  articles  as  I have  mentioned,  to  the 
ca])acity  of  the  boats  you  have  at  disposal. 

Do  not  draw  from  New  Berne,  but  collect  there  the  great  depot, 
especially  of  forage  and  clothing.  My  command  will  need  an  entire 
equipment  of  clothing.  We  have  been  in  water  half  the  time  since 
leaving  Savannah,  and  consequently  the  clothing  is  worn  out.  We 
have  not  lost  a wagon,  and  our  animals  are  in  good  condition;  but  I 
take  it  for  granted  we  shall  find  little  or  no  forage  about  Goldsborough. 
The  moment  you  hear  I am  approaching  Goldsborough  forward  to  meet 
me  clothing  and  bread,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  empty  wagons  will  meet 
them.  We  have  made  a hard  ami  extraordinary  march  and  achieved 
all  I could  expect.  We  are  in  good  health  and  fighting  condition. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  V In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  €., 

Ko.  29.  ) March  12,  1865. 

I.  The  general  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the 
army  that  he  is  now  in  communication  with  Wilmington,  a steam-tug 
having  arrived.  He  will  dispatch  her  with  mail  at  Gp.  m.  to-day,  and 
have  some  essential  suiiplies  brought  uj),  but  we  have  another  march 
to  make  before  reaching  our  true  destination. 
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II.  Lieut.  S.  H.  M.  Byers,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  escaped  prisoner,  is 
detailed  as  bearer  of  dispatches,  and  will  proceed  in  tbe  tug-boat  now 
at  the  bridge  to  Wilmington  and  deliver  his  dispatches,  thence  to 
General  Grant,  at  City  Point,  and  thence  to  Washington  City,  to  report 
to  the  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  for  instructions. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  59.  ) Fayetteville.,  N.  (7.,  March  12, 1865. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  instructions  contained  in  Special  Field 
Orders,  No.  28,  from  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will 
cross  Cape  Fear  Eiver  to-morrow  with  all  troops  and  trains,  and  mov- 
ing out  not  more  than  two  miles,  take  position  with  the  left  on  Lockes 
Creek,  and  be  ready  to  move  forward  via  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads.  The 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  its  crossing  being  completed 
on  Tuesday,  the  14th  instant,  and  take  position  on  tbe  right  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Army  Corps,  ready  to  move  forward  via  Owensville.  These 
headquarters  will  move  at  9 a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  be  established  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river. 

***#*## 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wear  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  I left  camp  at  daylight  this  morn- 
ing, and  moved  out  on  the  Fayetteville  road,  striking  the  Fourth 
Division  of  the  corps  at  the  crossing  over  Little  Rockfish  Creek. 
Halting  here  until  12  m.,  I obtained  possession  of  the  road  and  at 
once  resumed  my  march,  via  Little  Rockfish,  to  a point  on  the  main 
road  within  three  miles  of  Fayetteville.  I here  encamped  my  division 
on  the  left  of  tbe  road,  facing  toward  tbe  rear,  connecting  my  right  on 
tbe  road  with  tbe  Third  Division.  My  headquarters  are  near  the  road, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  in  rear  of  my  line. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- Geyieral. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Wear  Fayetteville,  W.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods, 

Coyyimandiyyg  First  JHvision,  Fifteenth  Aryyiy  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  tbe  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  send  two  regiments,  under  command  of  an  efficient  officer,  across  tbe 
pontoon  bridge  over  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  3 a.  m.  to-morrow.  The 
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officer  ill  command,  on  crossing,  will  leave  a strong  guara  at  the  bridge 
on  the  north  bank,  and  iH'eveut  any  members  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  from  crossing  until  the  corps  commences  to  cross.  With  the  rest 
of  his  command  he  will  move  into  the  country  and  forage  meal,  corn, 
meat,  and  potatoes  for  the  corps,  depositing  the  same  in  his  camp  until 
the  corps  shall  have  crossed. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville^  N.  C.,  Mareli  1^^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at  7 
a.  m. ; crossed  Little  Kockfish  Creek  near  camp,  and  moved  forward  to 
Fayetteville.  Camped  one  mile  southeast  of  the  city,  having  marched 
six  miles.  Casualties,  1 officer  and  6 men  captured,  1 man  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,,  N.  C.,  Mareh  12,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fiftee^ith  Army  Corps  : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  advance  of  this  com- 
mand moved  froih  camp  at  9 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and  marched,  following 
the  First  Division,  via  Bockfish  Factory,  to  within  two  miles  of  Fay- 
etteville; a distance  of  thirteen  miles.  The  division  is  encamped  in 
line  upon  the  west  side  of  the  main  road,  fronting  southwest.  Head- 
quarters are  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  and  about  500  yards  from 
main  road. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  04.  ) Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Mareh  12,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to-morrow, 
on  the  lower  i)ontoon  bridge. 

The  Xinth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  commence  crossing  at  7 
a.  m.,  and  will  move  forward  about  three  miles  on  the  road  to  Beaman’s 
Cross-Koads. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  com- 
mence crossing  at  8 a.  m. 

The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will 
follow  the  First  Division,  being  prepared  to  move  at  10  o’clock. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division,  being  yuepared  to  move  at  12  o’clock. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  B.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  58.  ) JVear  Fayetteville^  N.  C.,  March  12^  1865. 

This  command  will  cross  the  Cape  Fear  River  to-morrow,  following 
Fourth  Division,  at  12  m.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  O.  Fairchild  com- 
manding, will  have  the  advance.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lient. 
L.  Bailey  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Brigade.  The  Second  Bri- 
gade, Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding,  will  follow  the  battery,  except  one 
regiment  as  rear  guard.  The  trains  will  follow  the  troops  in  their  usual 
order.  Every  man  is  expected  to  be  in  his  place  to-morrow  without 
either  a bummer  or  a straggler  to  disgrace  the  command.  In  marching 
through  the  city  the  ranks  will  be  kept  well  dressed,  and  the  bauds 
wil]  play. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Fayetteville,  A.  G.,  March  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  Your  report  of  subsistence  on  hand  is  received.  The 
general-in-chief  directs  me  to  say  that  in  all  probability  we  will  remain 
here  to  include  Wednesday,  and  if  possible  will  get  such  essential 
stores  as  are  required.  He  is  anxious  that  you  should  secure  the 
steamers  on  the  river  above  us,  and  will  give  you  the  exclusive  use  of 
them  as  you  may  wish. 

I am,  with  respect,  yours,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  26.  j Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

I.  General  Baird,  commanding  city  of  Fayetteville,  will  proceed  to 
destroy  all  railroad  property,  all  shops,  factories,  and  tanneries.  All 
mills  will  be  used  by  our  army,  but  just  before  evacuating  the  city 
General  Baird  will  see  all  grinding  mills  destroyed,  except  one  run  by 
water  power,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  grind  meal  for  the  citizens  of  the 
town. 

IT.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  all  refugees  and  negroes  not  use- 
ful in  the  army  are  sent  to  Wilmington.  Each  corps  commander  will 
detail  fifty  men,  as  guard,  favoring  escaped  soldiers,  or  those  entitled 
to  discharge.  An  officer  from  army  headquarters  will  conduct  them  to 
Wilmington. 

III.  The  pontoon  bridge  will  at  once  be  thrown  across  the  river  under 
charge  of  General  Davis,  commanding  Fourteenth  Corps,  who,  as  soon 
as  it  is  attained,  will  cross  all  his  command  except  Baird’s  division. 

IV.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  follow  General  Baird’s  division,  camp- 
ing on  the  opposite  side. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

Rf)BT.  P.  DECHERT, 
Captain  a)ul  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Fayetteville^  A.  (7.,  March  12^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis,  * 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  has  just  been  informed 
by  an  officer  of  the  pontoon  tram,  that  the  bridge  is  completed  and  the 
men  are  now  working  on  the  approach  on  the  other  side,  which  he 
thought  would  be  finished  in  one  hour  from  the  time  he  left.  General 
Slocum  wishes  your  troops  marched  through  the  town  separate  from 
wagons. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEGHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

Fayetteville,  A.  0.,  March  12,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jef.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  Twentieth 
Corps  will  follow  General  Carlin’s  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
across  the  river.  General  Baird’s  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
will  remain  on  duty  in  the  town  until  it  is  evacuated. 

Aery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  TEACY, 
Captain  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Yew  Berne,  Y.  C.,  Afarch  12,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

T have  the  honor  to  forward  a dispatch  in  cipher  from  General  Sher- 
man, giving  most  gratifying  information  of  his  progress.*  General 
Terry  and  General  Dodge,  at  Wilmington,  are  endeavoring  to  carry 
out  General  Sherman’s  wishes  there,  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  fulfill  his 
ex])ectations  here.  In  the  battle  of  the  10th,  near  Southwest  Creek, 
Bragg  was  fairly  beaten.  During  the  night  he  retreated  across  the 
Yeuse  at  Kinston.  He  now  holds  the  north  bank  of  the  river  at  that 
point. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  A C.,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  at  New  Berne,  A.  C. : 

General:  We  reached  here  yesterday  and  will  be  delayed  until 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday  putting  down  jiontoons.  I will  destroy  utterly 
the  arsenal  and  other  public  property,  and  I lioiie  to  get  u])  some 
shoes  and  small  stores  from  Wilmington  before  we  leave.  I will  then 

* See  Sherman  to  Commanding  Officer  at  Wilmington,  8tli,  i>.  735. 
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marcli  in  compact  order  straight  for  the  bridge  across  Neuse  Eiver, 
south  of  Goldsborough.  I expect  to  make  junction  with  you  there- 
abouts. If  I don’t  find  you  there  I will  feel  toward  Kinston  and  Kew 
Berne.  I will  need  clothing  and  provisions.  We  have  gathered  plenty 
of  cattle  and  bacon  and  a good  deal  of  corn  meal  and  molasses.  We 
have  also  found  plenty  of  corn  and  fodder,  and  my  animals  are  all  in 
good  order.  I will  have  trains  enough  for  you.  I have  plenty  of 
wagons  and  mules  for  100,000  men,  so  yon  need  not  bring  any  from  the 
Korth.  On  making  junction  with  you,  I want  you  to  make  your  com- 
mand 25,000,  and  will  call  it  the  Center,  thus  restoring  our  old  Atlanta 
organization.  Go  on  repairing  the  railroad  toward  Goldsborough,  and 
let  Terry  repair  the  Wilmington  road  northward  as  far  as  he  can,  and 
if  possible  .to  the  Neuse.  I will  get  the  navy  to  patrol  Gape  Fear 
Biver  so  as  to  make  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  road  safe. 
You  must  judge  as  to  the  mode  and  manner  of  covering  the  railroad 
from  Goldsborough  to  Kew  Berne.  I have  ordered  General  Foster  to 
diminish  his  garrisons  of  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington  to 
the  minimum  and  re-enforce  the  movement  from  Kew  Berne  on  Golds- 
borough. I really  do  not  know  if  any  change  has  been  made  in  the 
command  on  the  seaboard,  but  whether  you  or  Foster  command  I want 
the  foregoing  policy  to  be  adopted.  If  I find  that  holding  Savannah, 
Charleston,  and  Wilmington  will  cost  us  too  many  men  I would  not 
hesitate  to  destroy  them  and  use  the  garrisons  in  the  field.  It  will  be 
time  enough  to  build  up  tlie  country  when  war  is  over.  Keep 
your  command  well  concentrated  on  the  defensive,  advancing  as  fast 
as  the  road  is  built,  but  reach  Goldsborough  if  possible  and  fortify. 
Hardee  crossed  here  with  a force  represented  at  20,000,  but  I don’t  see 
the  “ signs  ” of  that  many.  He  has  six  batteries  of  four  guns  each.  I 
suppose  Johnston  may  have  up  about  Green sborough  now  moving  to 
Ealeigh  10,000,  and  I estimate  Hoke’s  command  at  8,000.  All  told,  he 
may  concentrate  at  Ealeigh  40,000  to  45,000  men.  I can  whip  that 
number  with  my  present  force,  and  with  yours  and  Terry’s  added  we 
can  go  wherever  we  can  live.  We  can  live  where  the  people  do,  and 
if  anybody  has  to  suffer  let  them  suffer.  Collect  all  the  forage  you 
can  at  Kew  Berne,  also  provisions  and  clothing.  We  will  need  an 
immense  supply  of  clothing,  for  we  have  been  working  from  knee  to 
waist  deep  in  water  for  400  miles  and  our  men  will  need  reclothing 
throughout.  Organize  your  command  into  divisions  of  about  5,000 
men  each,  but  don’t  embrace  any  men  rightfully  belonging  to  the  organi- 
zations now  with  me,  but  order  them  at  once  to  join  their  proper  brigades 
and  divisions  on  our  arrival  at  your  neighborhood.  We  have  had  so 
much  bad  weather  in  February  and  March  that  I hope  we  now  may 
count  on  a change  for  the  better.  Hoping  to  meet  you  in  person  in  ten 
days, 

I am,  your  friend,  W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  G.,  Sunday,  Marcli  12,  1865 — 5 m. 
General  Schofield, 

New  Berne : 

General:  I have  this  moment  received  at  the  hands  of  the  two 
officers  of  the  navy  who  came  from  Wilmington  by  canoe  and  land 
your  cipher  dispatch  of  March  4.  I am  marching  for  Goldsborough, 
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and  will  start  Wednesday.  I wrote  you  fully  to  day,  and  send  by  this 
same  opportunity,  viz,  the  tugboat  Davidson,  that  came  up  from  Wil- 
mington last  night. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General.,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Sunday,  March  12,  1865, 
Commanding  Officer  Gun-boat  Fleet, 

Cape  Fear  River: 

Sir  : My  army  is  here,  the  enemy  having  fled  eastward  across  the 
river,  burning  his  bridge,  but  I will  have  pontoons  down  to-day.  I 
will  be  here  probably  till  Wednesday,  and  would  like  some  of  your 
boats  to  come  up  for  effect,  and,  if  agreeable,  can  give  you  a load  of 
^Hefugees  or  cotton  at  pleasure.*’  I would  like  to  produce  the  effect” 
of  a design  to  establish  a ‘‘base,”  which,  of  course,  I do  not  propose  to 
do.  Water  will  continue  high  some  time. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General, 


New  Berne,  March  12,  1865, 
Brigadier-General  Easton,  Morehead: 

I have  a dispatch  from  General  Sherman  which  indicates  that  you 
can  go  ahead  according  to  his  original  plan. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General, 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  12,  1865, 
Major-General  Schofield,  New  Berne : 

I was  not  confident  enough  in  the  accuracy  of  the  report  from  the 
cavalry  scout  yesterday  to  send  it.  An  infantry  sergeant  with  a few 
men  went  to  the  river.  The  planks  are  taken  off  the  bridge  and  piled 
up.  An  infantry  picket  is  at  this  end  of  the  bridge,  which  ran  back 
across  the  river  on  the  approach  of  our  reconnoitering  party.  The 
rebels  opened  with  artillery  from  works  on  the  other  side  of  theNeuse, 
where  a considerable  line  of  rifle  pits  and  some  embrasures  for  artillery 
were  seen.  Such  is  the  sergeant’s  report,  and  1 think  it  true.  Hoke 
signs  himself  in  command  of  the  forces,  indicating  that  the  rest  are 
gone. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General,  Commwnding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

March  12,  1865, 

Major-General  Schofield,  New  Berne: 

Hoke  sent  in  a request  to  exchange  what  prisoners  we  have,  both 
here  and  at  New  Berne.  What  answer  shall  I make? 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General, 
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WiSE'S  Forks,  March  12^  1865 — 4.15  i).  m, 
Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

I sent  Major  Dow  out  with  the  answer  to  Hoke’s  flag  of  truce.  He 
went  close  to  the  wagon  bridge.  He  thinks  the  middle  of  it  is  destroyed, 
but  the  ends  standing.  No  force  on  this  side  the  Neuse.  Those  who 
met  the  flag  apparently  came  over  in  a boat.  1 believe  it  will  be  safe 
to  send  up  the  flats  with  provisions  to-morrow,  under  convoy  of  the 
armed  vessels  which  were  up  yesterday.  The  road  from  here  to  the 
railroad  is  reported  as  becoming  impassable,  and  we  shall  have  great 
difficulty  in  getting  supplies  unless  the  railroad  can  be  pushed  to  Gum 
Swamp  to-night.  Couch’s  trains  will  do  no  more  than  get  into  camp  this 
p.  m.,  the  cross-roads  being  bad  and  the  teams  almost  exhausted.  To 
get  to  Kinston  and  open  river  communication  at  the  earliest  moment 
seems  a iiressing  necessity. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding  District. 


Nr:w  Berne,  March  12.,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox:  . 

May  it  not  be  practicable  to  get  imssessiou  of  the  bridge  at  Kinston, 
and  relay  the  plaidis  for  crossing,  or,  at  least,  to  prevent  its  destruction 
until  we  can  cross  elsewhere  and  take  the  place.  I expect  to  send  up 
to-day  400  feet  of  diontoon  bridge"?  Ascertain,  if  you  can,  whether  that 
will  be  sufficient  to  cross  the  river  anvwhere  near  Kinston. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  12,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

Four  hundred  feet  of  pontoon  bridge  will  make  two  bridges  across 
Neuse  River  anywhere  near  Kinston.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  enemy 
-has  already  done  all  the  mischief  to  the  bridges  which  they  intend. 

J.  1).  COX, 

Major-  General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 

Neic  Berne,  March  12,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 

General  Cox: 

The  Ella  May  returned  at  0.30  p.  m.  The  Shrapnel  is  also  on  her 
way  down.  Captain  Thornton  reports  that  he  met  with  no  obstacles  on 
his  route.  Shall  I send  up  another  expedition?  Will  start  the  Shrap- 
nel up  as  soon  as  coaled,  if  you  wish,  and  send  my  boats  again.  Please 
•answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


A.  C.  RHIND, 

■ Commander. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Fayetteville^  N.  0.,  Mareh  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Com^nanding  U.  S.  Forees,  Wilmington : 

General:  I Lave  just  received  your  message  by  the  tug  which  left 
Wilmington  at  2 p.  m.  yesterday,  and  arrived  here  without  trouble. 
The  scout  who  brought  me  your  cipher  message  started  back  last  night 
with  my  answers,  which  are  superseded  by  the  lact  of  your  opening  the 
river.  General  Howard  just  reports  that  he  has  secured  one  of  the 
enemy’s  steam-boats  below  tiie  city,  and  General  Slocum  will  try  and 
secure  two  known  to  be  above,  and  we  will  load  them  with  refugees, 
white  and  black,  that  have  clung  to  our  skirts,  impeded  our  movements, 
and  consumed  our  food.  We  have  swept  the  country  well  from 
Savannah  here,  and  my  men  and  animals  are  in  fine  condition.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  foul  weather,  I would  have  caught  Hardee  at  Oheraw 
or  here.  But  at  Columbia,  Oheraw,  and  here,  we  got  immense  stores,  and 
have  destroyed  machinery,  guns,  ammunition,  and  property  of  inesti- 
mable value  to  our  enemy.  At  all  points  he  has  fled  from  us,  standing 
not  on  the  order  of  his  going.”  The  people  of  South  Carolina,  instead 
of  feeding  Lee’s  army,  will  now  call  on  Lee  to  feed  them.  I want  you 
to  send  me  all  the  shoes,  stockings,  drawers,  sugar,  coffee,  and  flour 
you  can  spare;  finish  the  loads  with  oats  or  corn.  Have  the  boats 
escorted,  and  let  them  run  at  night  at  any  risk.  We  must  not  lose 
time  for  Joe  Johnston  to  concentrate  at  Goldsborough.  We  canuot 
I)revent  his  concentrating  at  Baleigh,  but  he  shall  have  no  rest.  I want 
General  Schofield  to  go  on  with  his  railroad  from  New  Berne  as  far  as 
he  can,  and  you  do  the  same  from  Wilmington.  If  we  can  get  the  roads 
to  and  secure  Goldsborough  by  April  10,  it  will  be  soon  enough,  but 
every  day  now  is  worth  a million  of  dollars.  I can  whip  Joe  Johnston 
I)rovided  he  don’t  catch  one  of  my  corps  in  flank,  and  I will  see  that 
my  army  marches  hence  to  Goldsborough  in  compact  form.  I must 
rid  my  army  of  from  20,000  to  30,000  useless  mouths,  as  many  to  go 
down  Cape  Fear  as  i)ossible,  and  balance  will  go  in  the  vehicles,  and 
ca])tured  horses  via  Clinton  to  Wilmington.  I thank  you  for  the 
energetic  action  that  has  marked  your  course,  and  shall  be  most  haiipy 
to  meet  you. 

I am,  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


New  Berne,  Mareh  12,  1865. 

Major-General  Terry, 

Wilmington : 

(Via  steamer  from  Beaufort.) 

General  Cox  gave  Bragg  a good  beating  at  Southwest  Creek  on 
the  lOth  and  drove  him  across  the  Neuse  at  Kinston.  General  Couch 
arrived  yesterday  all  right.  Inform  General  Sherman  that  I cannot 
count  on  having  the  railroad  completed  farther  than  Kinston  by  the 
2()th,  but  will  have  supplies  for  him  there,  and  farther  if  possible;  also 
inform  him  that  he  may  look  for  General  Sheridan  with  8,000  cavalry 
in  a few  days. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  Generav. 

(Forwarded  by  General  Terry  to  General  Sherman.) 
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Washington,  I).  G.,  March  12^  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

(Received  22d.) 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head: 

(Via  New  York.) 

General  Grant  directs  me  to  say  that  the  second  brigade  of  Grover’s 
division  should  be  sent  to  Wilmington  unless  you  learn  that  Sherman 
strikes  the  coast  south  of  that  point,  in  which  case  they  will  join  him 
wherever  he  may  be.  It  is  General  Grant’s  wish  that  no  points  in  the 
Department  of  the  South  be  garrisoned  which  you  do  not  deem  it 
essential  to  defend.  No  active  operations  are  contemplated  in  that 
quarter.  Your  duty  is  simply  defensive. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South,  Charleston: 

General:  We  reached  this  place  yesterday  without  opposition. 
Our  march  was  exactly  as  I expected,  and  its  fruits  all  I could  have 
asked  for.  We  have  destroyed  vast  magazines  at  Columbia,  Cheraw, 
and  here,  and  have  destroyed  effectually  the  railroad  system,  of  South 
Carolina.  From  Cheraw  I sent  a small  cavalry  force  to  Florence,  but 
it  found  a force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  more  than  it  could  master  and 
had  to  return,  breaking  only  the  railroad  trestles  down  as  far  as  Dar- 
lington. The  enemy  still  has  much  railroad  stock  and  munitions  on 
the  track  about  Sumterville  and  Florence,  and  if  you  can  make  up  a 
force  of  2,500  men  out  of  your  Charleston  and  Savannah  garrisons  I 
want  you  to  reach  that  road  and  destroy  everything  possible  and 
exhaust  the  country  of  supplies.  The  best  points  of  departure  are 
Georgetown  and  the  Santee  bridge.  I think  Admiral  Dahlgren 
could  send  some  light  gun-boats  up  the  Santee,  but  don’t  .know  enough 
about  the  bar;  but  the  distance  from  Georgetown  does  not  exceed 
sixty  miles,  and  we  look  on  sixty  miles  as  a pleasant  excursion.  As 
soon  as  you  accomplish  this  reduce  your  garrisons  at  Savannah  and 
Charleston  to  the  minimum  and  re-enforce  the  movement  on  Golds- 
borough,  which  is  the  real  objective  now.  I expect  to  be  there  in  ten 
days.  My  army  is  in  splendid  health  and  condition,  and  we  have  had 
no  battle  involving  more  than  a single  brigade  or  division  at  a time. 
Our  foragers  have  had  plenty  of  lighting  on  a limited  scale,  and  have 
gathered  more  bacon,  chickens,  turkeys,  and  corn  meal  than  1 believed 
was  in  the  country.  We  are  now  only  short  of  bread,  sugar,  and 
coffee,  but  our  men  have  been  so  much  in  the  mud  and  water  tlurt 
shoes  and  stockings  are  scarce.  Send  to  Goldsborough  via  New  Berne 
«.ll  the  clothing  you  can  spare. 

1 am,  truly,  your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  8.  0.,  March  12,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South: 

General:  Your  note  with  reference  to  the  minimum  garrison  of 
Charleston  is  received.  Captain  Suter  goes  down  in  the  Coit  and  will 
communicate  to  yon  the  substance  of  our  conversation.  As  a minimum 
garrison,  to  hold  the  harbor  only  until  relief  could  be  obtained  from 
the  North,  1,000  men,  with  the  assistance  of  the  navy,  would  probably 
be  sufficient.  A garrison  of  2,500  for  the  defenses  and  500  as  city 
police  (total,  3,000),  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  place  and 
its  immediate  vicinity  after  the  new  defenses  are  completed.  The 
present  force  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  retained  until  the  works  are 
complete.  The  weather  has  been  so  bad  that  little  has  yet  been  done 
toward  them.  It  is  important  that  Suter  should  return  here  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Potter’s  troops 
are  now  all  returned  to  the  city  Avith  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
artillery,  which  will  be  here  to-day.  1 have  made  the  folloAviug  dispo- 
sition of  the  troops  to  enable  us  to  complete  the  defenses  at  an  early 
day:  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Hartwell’s  brigade,  at  the , Charleston 
Neck;  Col.  C.  H.  Van  Wyck’s  brigade,  at  Mount  Pleasant;  the  brigade 
from  General  Prince’s  command,  south  of  the  Ashley  River.  The 
remainder  of  the  trooj)s  of  Brigadier-General  Schimmelfeunig’s  com- 
mand are  occupying  the  forts  on  James,  Sullivan’s  and  Ylorris  Islands. 
I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  department  commander 
to  the  organization  of  the  command  into  a division  of  two  or  three 
brigades.  It  would  not  only  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business 
here,  but  would  give  us  organized  bodies  for  future  movements.  The 
creating  provisional  brigades  for  service  in  the  field  has  worked  very 
badly.  The  brigades  made  up  of  parts  of  regiments  necessarily 
became  to  a certain  extent  demoralized  from  being  under  officers 
unknown  to  them.  Muster  and  pay  rolls  and  returns  are  not  forwarded 
promptly  as  they  should  be.  Staff’  officers  have  to  be  sought  and 
instructed  in  these  duties  at  a time  when  well  qualified  ones  are  most 
needed.  The  suffering  of  the  men  from  these  causes  can  only  be  under- 
stood by  actually  observing  it  as  I have. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding . 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

Capt.  AV.  L.  M.  Burger, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  Genera  I : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday’s  date  with  instructions  about  hastening  tbe  forma- 
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tion  of  ITallowell’s  brigade.  The  Coit  will  take  on  this  trip  all  she 
can  carry.  The  Loyalist  will  sail  to-morrow  if  I can  get  coal  for  her. 
Will  yon  please  call  the  attention  of  the  department  commander  to  the 
necessity  for  more  steamers  here.  The  Anna  Maria  is  the  only  steamer 
I will  have  after  the  Loyalist  leaves  that  can  go  to  sea,  except  the 
Hooker,  and  one  of  these  I am  required  by  the  general’s  order  to  keep 
running  between  this  point  and  Georgetown.  The  Anna  Maria  is  now 
at  Georgetown.  As  soon  as  she  returns  I wall  send  the  Hooker  with 
half  a regiment  to  the  Head  or  Savannah.  I have  not  yet  been  able 
to  commence  removing  obstructions  in  the  inner  channel,  not  having  a 
steamer  for  the  purpose.  The  Colonel  Bennett  has  been  repairing  and 
will  answer  for  the  purpose.  She  will  be  put  on  the  duty  in  a day  or 
two. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  :13,  1865—1  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington: 

I am.  in  receipt  of  a letter  of  the  7th  from  General  Schofield.  At 
that  time  Cox  was  within  three  miles  of  Kinston,  and  repairs  on  the 
railroad  were  going  on  rapidly.  Hoke’s  division  was  confronting  him. 
Schofield  was  going  out  himself  and  expected  to  push  out  and  take 
Kinston  at  once.  Palmer  was  ordered  and  should  have  taken  Kinston- 
while  Hoke  was  at  Wilmington.  I have  not  yet  learned  his  excuse 
for  his  failure. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  13,  1865. 

(Received  3.45  p.  m.) 


Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  to-day’s  Richmond  papers: 


We  liave  some  good  news  this  morning.  News  of  a victory  in  South  Carolina.  It 
is  announced  in  the  following  official  dispatch  from  General  Lee.  Though  the  dis- 
patch is  rather  scant  in  its  jiarticulars,  enough  is  giA^en  to  show  that  Kilpatrick  was 
badly  routed. 


‘'Headquarters,  &c., 

March  10,  1SG5. 

“Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridg.e, 

Secretary  of  War: 

“General  Hampton  attacked  General  Kilpatrick  at  daylight  this  mornkig  and 
drove  him  from  his  camp,  taking  his  guns,  wagons,  many  horses,  several  hundred 
])risoners,  and  releasing  a great  number  of  our  own  men  who  had  been  captured. 
The  guns  and  wagons  could  not  be  brought  off  for  want  of  horses.  Many  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss  not  heavy.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  S.  King  was 
killed,  Brigadier-General  Humes,  Colonels  Ilagan  .and  Harrison,  and  Majors  Lewis, 
Ferguson,  and  others  were  Avounded. 

“R.  E.  LEE, 

“ Genera} P 


It  will  be  obserA^ed  that  the  loc.ality  of  the  fight  is  not  named  in  the,  dispatch. 
Tins  is  for  prudential  reasons.  Sherman  has  no  commnnic.ation  Avith  the  North,  and 
it  Avould  be  imprudent  to  publish  Avhere  he  Avas,  as  it  Avould  only  be  giving  news  to- 
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Grant  of  liis  progress.  Matters  are  beginning  to  look  decidedly  better  for  ns  in  the 
south.  In  the  last  three  days  we  have  liad  news  of  two  victories,  one  in  North 
Carolina  and  one  in  South  Carolina.* 

Charlotte,  March  8,  1865. 

The  Southern  Express  Company’s  messenger  from  Augusta  brings  advices  to  3d 
instant.  No  news  of  interest  had  transpired  west  of  the  Savannah  River.  The 
Georgia  Senate  passed  a resolution  declaring  that  it  does  not  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  Governor  Brown  for  a convention.  Yeas  20,  nays  8.  Several  exten- 
sive fires  had  occurred  in  Augusta,  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  About 
400  Yankee  prisoners  will  leave  Richmond  this  morning  on  their  return  home  by 
Hag-of-truce  boat.  Among  the  number  are  thirty-three  officers,  including  Generals 
Kelley  and  Crook,  recently  captured. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Military  Division 
Field  Orders,  V of  the  Mississippi, 

No.  32.  ) In  the  Fleld^  Fayetteville.,  N.  (7.,  March  13, 1865. 

I.  Maj.  John  S.  Windsor,  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
is  hereby  detailed  to  conduct  to  Wilmington  all  the  refugees,  white 
and  black,  that  now  encumber  the  army.  The  commanding  general 
of  each  wing  and  of  the  cavalry  will  tiirn  over  to  him  all  such  refu- 
gees, with  such  wagons,  horses,  and  mules,  4&c.,  whether  captured  or 
])nblic,  as  may  he  necessary  to  facilitate  their  journey,  with  a small  sup- 
ply of  flour,  bacon,  and  beef-cattle.  Major  Windsor  will  conduct  :hem 
to  Wilmington  and  turn  them  over  to  the  quartermaster’s  department 
or  Treasury  agent,  who  will  dispose  of  them  according  to  laws  or  exist- 
ing orders.  A guard  of  100  men  will  be  sent  from  each  wing,  com^iosed 
of  men  entitled  to  discharge  or  furlough,  provided  with  their  papers,  to 
take  effect  on  arrival  at  Wilmington. 

II.  Major  Windsor  will,  on  the  completion  of  this  duty,  return  to  his 
command  via  Beaufort,  N.  O. 

HI.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  supply  Major  Windsor  with 
all  the  facilities  in  its  power  to  carry  out  this  order. 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chief  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I send  the  steamer  Howard  with  commissary  stores  and 
forage.  I will  send  other  boats  with  supplies  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
will  come  myself  and  see  what  you  recjuire.  General  Easton  is  at 
Beaufort.  I am  not  able  to  state  the  amount  of  supplies  he  has.  I 
ordered  from  Washington  20, 000  x)airs  of  shoes,  which  have  arrived  at 
Beaufort;  also  forage  for  your  army.  I will  push  everything  we  have 
here  to  Fayetteville  with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch,  and  will  exidain 
the  state  of  affairs  as  soon  as  I can  reach  you.  J send  a box  of  cigars, 
and  will  select  some  other  articles  to  send  you  by  the  next  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 

Jircvet  Brigadier -General  and.  Chief  Quartermaster. 

*For  portion  of  (li.si)atcli  lieic.  omitted,  wee  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  IT,  p.  940. 
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Fayetteville,  N.  0.,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Cories:  - 
General:  I find  the  boat  much  smaller  than  I thought.  It  cannot 
stow  more  than  150  persons.  Colonel  Wilson  reports.  Please  have  the 
refugees  not  to  exceed  thirty  in  number,  from  your  own  and  from  the 
difierent  division  headquarters,  ready  at  the  boat  by  10  a.  m.  to-day. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

CadFs  Plantation^  W.  C.,  March  13 j 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  general  has  been  requested  to  move  four  divisions  in 
light  marching  order  on  the  upper  road,  that  the  Left  Wing  may  be 
supported  if  necessary.  You  will  therefore  encamp  your  corps  to  the 
left  or  rear  of  General  Blair  instead  of  on  the  right,  as  heretofore 
ordered,  and  be  ready  to  move  foiward  on  the  upper  road.  You  .dll 
move  three  of  your  divisions  with  only  their  headquarters  and  regi- 
mental trains,  and  ten  ammunition  wagons  for  each  division  with  five 
days’  supplies,  two  of  which  will  be  carried  in  the  regimental  wagons. 
The  supply  trains  and  the  remainder  of  the  ordnance  train  will  be 
consolidated,  and  move  in  rear  of  this  column,  and  the  other  division 
move  as  a guard  for  the  train.  This  division  will  not  be  relieved  dur- 
ing the  march  to  Faison’s  Depot.  A small  portion  of  our  headquar- 
ters train  will  move  with  your  column.  General  Blair  has  been  directed 
to  move  via  Clinton.  The  pontoon  train  and  surplus  wagons  from 
these  headquarters  will  follow  him.  The  order  of  march  will  be  issued 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ‘ 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Please  cross  two  of  your  divisions  by  Slocum’s  bridge  as 
soon  as  it  is  free  to  you  to-morrow. 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Fayetteville^  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : It  has  been  reported  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry  are  moving 
on  the  road  that  we  came  on  yesterday,  with,  it  is  i)resumed,  the  design 
of  breaking  the  bridge  across  Little  Rocktish  Creek  and  catching 
some  of  our  forage  details  now  absent  between  the  two  Rockfish 
creeks.  Please  send  a sufficient  force  to  the  bridge  on  that  road  to 
support  the  details  now  absent  from  the  command,  should  they  become 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  facilitate  their  return  to  camp.  I send 
you  the  man  who  makes  the  report. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHIJLL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  First  Division, 

March  13,  1865, 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  One  forage  detail  sent  out  this  a.  m.  of  sixty  wagons  lias  a 
regiment  as  escort,  and  another  has  just  been  ordered  down  to  the  Kock- 
lish  bridge  for  the  purpose  directed  in  your  communication. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

FRED.  H.  WILSOiT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  (7.,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I respectfully  report  that  no  change  has  occurred  in  my  com- 
mand to-day.  I am  still  encamped  near  Fayetteville,  N.  G.,  my  head- 
quarters being  located  in  the  same  place  as  indicated  in  my  letter  of 
March  12. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  45.  ] Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 

I.  In  pursuance  with  instructions  received  from  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  all  orders  heretofore  issued  from  these  head- 
quarters regulating  the  organization  of  mounted  foraging  parties  in 
this  command  are  hereby  revoked.  There  will  be  formed  forthwith  in 
each  brigade  of  the  division  a mounted  detail  for  foraging  purposes,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  enlisted  men,  to  be  placed  under  charge  of  a good  and 
reliable  commissioned  officer.  The  senior  officer  of  the  three  will  take 
command  of  the  entire  detail.  When  the  parties  have  been  thus  formed 
the  fact  will  be  notified  to  these  headquarters.  In  no  instance  will 
these  parties  be  permitted  to  go  beyond  the  advance  guard  of  the  lead- 
ing division  on  our  line  of  march,  nor  more  than  five  miles  distant  from 
either  fiank  of  the  column.  All  stores  obtained  by  detail  will  be  ai)por- 
tioned  outeach  evening  by  theofficer  commanding  to  the  several  brigades 
in  the  division.  Should  any  considerable  bulk  be  captured  it  will  be 
turned  in  to  the  commissary  of  the  division  for  issue  to  the  entire  com- 
mand. All  surplus  animals  captured  will  be  turned  in  at  once  to  the 
division  (juartermaster.  The  officer  commanding  the  detail  will  receive 
instructions  each  night  from  these  headquarters  as  to  our  iirobable 
destination  for  the  following  day,  so  that  he  may  give  the  necessary 
directions  to  the  ditferent  brigade  i)arties  under  his  charge.  The  ofii- 
cer  only  commanding  the  regimental  parties  will  be  mounted,  and  no 
mounted  foragers  will  be  recognized  exceid  those  belonging  to  these 
brigade  parties.  The  men  will  all  be  furnished  by  their  regimental 
commanders  with  ])ro])er  written  details,  these  to  be  countersigned  by 
the  officer  commanding  the  entire  party. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  R.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

A cting  A ssistant  A djutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fayettevillej  N.  0.,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in 
camp  to-day. 

Very  respectfully  , your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  €.,  March  13,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  commanding 
general  of  the  army,  you  will  please  move  your  division  across  General 
Slocum’s  pontoon  bridge,  at  such  hour  to-morrow  as  you  can  get  the 
bridge. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Mar  eh  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  rexiort  that  on  the  10th  instant  I moved 
my  command  from  its  two  positions  oiuJuniper  Creek  and  Johnson’s 
plantation  at  6 a.  m.  on  the  old  Stage  road  toward  Fayetteville,  cross- 
ing Lumber  Eiver,  and  moving  from  thence  to  the  intersection  of  the 
telegraph  road,  wliich  I pursued  to  the  left  as  far  as  Parson  McXeill’s 
plantation,  where  I massed  my  division.  General  Hazen’s  train  not 
having  left  its  x>Jrk,  a short  distance  in  advance  of  my  position.  From 
this  point  I sent  forward  my  pioneer  corps  and  three  regiments  of 
infantry  to  work  upon  the  road  through  Baft  Swamx),  and  at  7 p.  m. 
moved  my  sui^idy  and  ordnance  trains,  making  this  x)oint  at  daybreak 
the  11th  instant,  when  it  was  iiarked,  the  infantry  going  into  bivouac 
during  the  night  in  the  swamp,  the  remainder  of  my  infantry  and  trains 
remaining  in  bivouac  at  McNeill’s  xJantatiou,  my  command  making  a 
march  of  eight  miles. 

I am,  very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COBSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Mareh  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command  on  the  11th  instant:  Breaking  cam})  at 
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G.30  a.  m.  I moved  on  the  telegraph  road  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville, 
in  rear  of  the  Second  Division  of  this  corps,  making  a march  of  sixteen 
miles,  mostly  over  corduroy  roads,  and  going  into  bivouac  across  Davis’ 
Creek  at  10  p.  m.  My  pioneer  corps  was  engaged  in  constructing  a 
connecting  bridge  with  the  pontoons  during  the  night. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  Ge^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  near  Fayetteville^  N.  (7.,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a report  of  the 
movements  of  my  division  on  the  12th  instant:  Breaking  camp  at  8 
a.  m.  (this  hour  being  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  bridge  being 
constructed  by  my  pioneers),  and  crossing  Big  Eockfish  Creek,  con- 
tinued on  the  telegraph  or  old  Stage  road,  a distance  of  two  miles; 
thence  to  the  right  upon  a sand  road,  crossing  the  plank  road,  and 
moving  via  Rocklish  Factory  on  Little  Eockfish  Creek  to  the  vicinity 
of  Fayetteville,  arriving  abreast  of  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  having  moved  on  a road  nearly  parallel,  at  2 p.  m.,  placing 
my  command  in  bivouac  and  in  position  forming  two  sides  of  a square, 
with  the  right  more  extended  by  the  length  of  one  brigade  added, 
facing  to  the  front  and  left. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


llDQRS.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhuel, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fiftee^ith  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  has  remained 
in  bivouac  during  this  instant,  occupying  the  same  position  as  assumed 
yesterday.  Orders  regulating  and  organizing  a division  foraging  party 
have  not  been  enforced  until  to-day,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  mounted 
details  of  this  command  have  been  absent  since  the  reception  of  the 
orders.  The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  system  of  foraging  cannot 
be  fully  determined  in  my  division  until  a practical  working  can  be 
had,  but  I doubt  not  that  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  service  in  many 
respects. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedicmt  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Special 
Field  Orders,  | 
^o.  42.  ’ 

* * 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 
# * * * * 


VIII.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  daylight  to-morrow, 
•crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  overCa])e  Fear  River,  and  going  into  camp 
on  the  right  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  (Jorps,  two  miles  distant  from 
the  river,  in  the  following  order,  viz : Third  Brigade  in  advance,  followed 
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by  the  First  Brigade  and  the  Second  Brigade  in  rear  and  closing  the 
column.  Troops  to  march  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  except  two  regi- 
ments in  advance  and  two  in  rear.  Advance  and  rear  guards  will  do 
their  duty  in  regard  to  picking  up  stragglers,  guarding  occupied  dwell- 
ings, &c. ; battery  and  trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistmit  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Fayetteville.,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 

General  : I have  concluded  to  push  you  to  the  right  through  Clin- 
ton, and  Logan  by  the  left  route  through  Beaman’s  Cross-Eoads,  &c. 
Please  reconnoiter  for  cross-roads  to  get  out  of  his  way  when  we  start. 
I want  you  to  shorten  your  column  by  marching  troops  by  the  side  of 
your  trains  as  much  as  possible.  The  pontoon  will  follow  you. 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  wishes  you  to  leinain  in  your  present  camp  to-morrow.  He 
wishes  you,  however,  to  explore  the  road  leading  toward  Troublefleld’s 
Store  and  Kyle’s  Landing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  — . ) Fayetteville,  V.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 

This  command  will  march,  following  the  Third  Division,  this  after- 
noon across  the  river.  General  Sherman  will  review  the  troops  as  they 
pass  the  headquarters,  Left  Wing,  in  the  center  of  the  city. 

##*#*#* 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 

A ssistant  A djutan t-  General. 


Headquarters  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Elizahethtown,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  regiment 
from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  by  order  of  Major-General  Terry.  No  enemy 
on  the  road,  and  two  gun-boats  on  their  way  up  the  river. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  KEEWIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  Fayetteville^  N.  0.,  Monday^  March  13,  1865. 
Ool.  M.  Kerwin, 

Comdg.  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry^  Elizabethtown: 

Dear  Colonel:  Yours  of  tliis  date  with  cipher  dispatches  of  Gen- 
eral Terry  is  just  received  by  the  officer  and  detachment  sent  by  you. 
A tug  boat  came  up  yesterday  from  Wilmington,  and  has  returned. 
Another  boat  is  here  to  go  down  to  night,  andby  her  I send  instructions 
to  General  Terry  to  send  a boat  with  rations  and  forage  for  you,  and  to 
ferry  you  across  to  the  east  bank  of  Cape  Fear,  when  I wish  you  to 
strike  northeast  for  the  railroad,  and  to  join  me  somewhere  about 
Faison’s  Station.  Such  orders  should  reach  you  by  the  15th.  1 will 

move  from  here  on  that  day — the  15th — for  Goldsborough,  striking  the 
Wilmington  road  about  Faison’s,  south  of  the  Neuse  Elver. 

I am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

• Major-  Ge^ieral,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Monday,  March  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  New  Berne : 

General:  I wrote  you  at  length  by  the  tug  boat  Davidson  yester- 
day. By  to-morrow  morning  all  my  army,  save  one  division,  will  be 
across  the  Cape  Fear,  and  1 will  await  till  Wednesday  morning  in 
hopes  to  receive  from  Wilmington  some  shoes,  stockings,  &c.,  when  we 
Avill  start  for  Goldsborough,  approaching  it  from  the  south  and  com- 
municating with  you  at  the-  Neuse  Bridge,  near  Kinston.  Have  Gen- 
' erals  Easton  and  Beckwith  advised  to  be  all  ready  to  resupply  us,  first 
clothing,  next  bread,  then  sugar,  coffee,  and  forage.  My  troops  and 
trains  are  in  good  order. 

Yours,  truly. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Monday,  March  13, 1865 — 9 p.  m. 
General  Schofield,  Aczc  Berne: 

General:  Your  dispabdi  of  9th  this  moment  received.  Re-enforce 
your  movement  all  yoii  can  and  you  can  take  Terry’s  command  from 
Wilmington  if  you  want  them.  Secure,  if  possible,  the  crossing  of 
Neuse  near  Kinston  and  get  all  the  timbers  ready  for  the  bridge.  I 
will  in  a day  or  two  so  threaten  Raleigh  that  the  enemy  will  be  forced 
to  move  from  your  front  toward  Raleigh,  when  you  can  press  forward 
toward  Goldsborough. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


New  Berne,  March  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding,  tfc.  ; 

The  naval  commander  has  asked  for  the  boats  Ella,  May  and  Shrap-^ 
nel  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal,  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  instructions 


814  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

received  from  General  Oox.  I understand  be  wishes  them  to  use  in 
blowing  up  the  ram  in  the  river,  and  they  will  probably  be  destroyed 
or  disabled  permanently.  Captain  Kimball  wishes  instructions.  Will 
you  please  signify  your  wishes'? 

W.  M.  WHEEEY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Wise’s  Forks,  March  13,  1865. 

Major  Wherry, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Neic  Berne: 

I cannot  spare  the  boats  for  the  purpose  named  by  the  naval  com- 
mander, nor  do  I care  about  the  ram  being  blown  up.  The  rebels  will 
blow  it  up  soon  enough. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wise'^s  ForJcs,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj;  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort,  Wise’s  Forhs,  N.  C. : 
General  : We  will  effect  a crossing  of  the  Keuse  to-morrow,  if  prac- 
ticable. It  is  doubtful,  whether  the  pontoons  will  be  ready,  but  we 
may  be  able  to  cross  without  them.  You  may  move  up  early  in  the 
morning  opposite  Kinston  and  endeavor  to  secure  possession  of  the 
wagon  bridge,  drive  the  enemy  from  the  opposite  bank,  and  cross. 
This,  of  course,  will  not  be  practicable  without  more  loss  than  it  is 
wise  to  incur  if  the  crossing  proves  to  be  held  in  force.  If  you  find 
the  enemy  in  force,  put  artillery  and  infantry  in  position  to  cover  the 
bridge  and  demonstrate  strongly  as  if  to  cross  at  and  above  Kinston. 
I will  then  reconn oiter  for  a crossing  below  and  get  up  the  pontoons. 
General  Couch  will  keep  within  supporting  distance  on  the  Dover  road 
and  will  make  the  crossing  with  the  pontoon  bridge  if  that  prove  to  be 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawajm, 

March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox: 

Your  telegram  of  this  date  is  received.  I have  called  on  the  quarter- 
master for  the  steamers,  and  ^hall  dispatch  the  expedition  up  the  river 
again  to-night  if  the  vessels  are  furnished  me  in  time.  I shall  try  to 
rig  a torjiedo  on  the  Ella  May  to  blow  up  the  rebel  iron-clad,  if  possible. 
Lieutenant- Commander  Thornton  brought  down  a deserter  from  a JSTorth 
Carolina  battery  stationed  at  Kinston.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  place,  but  that  Hoke’s  division  returned  yesterday 
morning  and  reoccupied  the  place.  He  also  states  that  D.  H.  Hill  was 
there  in  command,  and  estimates  the  entire  rebel  force  at  40,000,  which 
I don’t  believe.  Hill,  with  the  rest  of  liis  forc(‘,  moved  toward 
Goldsborough. 

A,  C.  EHIND, 

Commander, 
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New  Berne,  March  13,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox : 

I have  been  exerting  myself  to  day  to  get  another  expedition  up  the 
river  in  the  Ella  May  and  Shrapnel,  but  obstacles  are  put  in  my  way 
in  regard  to  my  getting  those  boats.  I am  informed  this  evening  by 
Major  Wherry,  aide-de-camp,  that  the  boats  cannot  be  furnished  me 
without  orders  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  department.  If 
you  require  me  to  co-operate  again  with  you,  a positive  order  must  be 
sent  to  transfer  the.  two  steamers  to  me  entirely.  I intended  to  fit  a 
torpedo  on  the  Ella  May,  and  I think  the  people  in  those  boats  don’t 
fancy  the  trip.  I have  men  who  do. 

A.  0.  KHIND, 

Commander. 


[Indorsement.] 

Will  General  Schofield  please  answer  this  dispatch? 

J.  D.  COX, 
Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  4.  ] Wise'^s  Forks,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  upon  Kinston  to-morrow  jnorning  in  the 
following  order,  viz; 

The  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Savage,  will  move  promptly 
at  6 a.  m.  by  the  British  road  to  the  Wilmington  and  Kinston  road, 
crossing  the  Southwest  Creek,  near  Mrs.  Williams’,  and  covering  the 
left  fiank  of  the  command  as  it  approaches  the  Xeuse  Eiver.  General 
Palmer’s  division,  and  the  cavalry  detachment  operating  upon  the  right 
fiank,  will  move  at  7 a.  m.  by  the  railroad  and  the  Xeuse  road  to  the 
river  crossing.  General  Carter’s  division  will  move  upon  the  Dover 
road  at  7 a.  m.,  followed  by  the  division  of  General  Huger. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

District  of  Beaufort, 

In  the  Field,  N.  G.,  March  13,  1865. 
***** 

II.  The  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  now  with  the  brigade 
of  Colonel  Boughton,  will  at  once  join  its  proper  brigade,  the  com- 
manding officer  reporting  to  Brigadier-General  Harland  for  orders. 

* * * * * * * 

VI.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  district  headquarters,  this  com- 
mand will  move  toward  Kinston  to-morrow  at  7 a.  m.  by  the  railroad 
and  the  Xeuse  road  to  the  river  crossing,  and  in  the  following  order, 
viz ; The  cavalry  under  command  of  Maj.  Floyd  Clarkson,  Twelfth  Xew 
York  Cavalry  (including  the  command  of  Captain  Graham),  will  move 
first,  throwing  out  a small  advance  guard.  This  will  be  followed  by 
the  brigade  of  General  Harland,  his  battery  of  Xapoleons  following 
immediately  after  his  infantry.  The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  H.  Boughton 
commanding,  will  follow  next  in  column.  Immediately  in  his  rear  will 
march  the  Third  Battery*  of  tlie  Se(M)nd  Brigade.  The  Second  Brigade, 

^Probably  Battery  C,  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
Xo.  8. 

* * 
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Col.  P.  J.  Olaassen  commandini?,  will  follow  next.  All  the  wagons  of 
the  division  will  move  in  rear  of  the  last  brigade,  the  commanding 
officer  of  which  will  detail  a strong  rearguard  to  bring  up  the  rear 
after  all  the  wagons.  This  officer  will  be  charged  to  see  that  all  the 
stragglers  are  arrested  and  sent  to  their  regiments  when  the  command 
halts  for  the  day.  He  will  well  deploy  his  men  and  sweep  the  country 
oil  both  sides  of  the  road.  There  must  be  no  straggling  and  no  pillag- 
ing in  the  track  of  the  First  Division. 

#•*  * # * 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  13.  ) V/Ms  ForlcSj  F.  (7.,  March  13j  1865. 

Brigade  commanders  will  have  their  respective  commands  in  readi- 
ness to  move  promptly  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  in  the  following  order,  viz: 
First,  Colonel  OrFs  brigade;  second.  Colonel  Thomas’  brigade;  Third, 
Colonel  McQuiston’s  brigade;  fourth.  Captain  Paddock’s  battery; 
fifth.  Captain  Wood’s  battery;  sixth,  ammunition  and  baggage  train. 
Colonel  McQuiston,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  detach  one 
regiment  as  rear  guard  to  march  in  rear  of  the  train. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Huger: 

HENRY  A.  HALE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Wise^s  ForhSj  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Conidg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 
General:  General  Cox  will  endeavor  to  effect  a crossing  of  the 
Neuse  at  Kinston  to-morrow  morning.  You  will  please  move  up  on  the 
Dover  road  and  keep. within  supporting  distance  of  General  Cox’s  left. 
If  the  enemy  be  found  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank.  General  Cox  will 
simply  make  a demonstration  at  and  above  Kinston,while  I reconnoiter 
for  a crossing  below  and  get  up  the  pontoons.  If  it  prove  necessary  to 
use  the  pontoon  bridge  you  will  make  the  crossing.  1 will  inform  you 
as  soon  as  the  point  of  crossing  is  selected.  I have  directed  Colonel 
Twining  to  call  on  Captain  Lyon  for  teams  to  haul  the  pontoons  from 
the  railroad  terminus  to  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding*  TJ.  8.  Forces,  Wilmington  : 

General:  Captain  Young  tells  me  he  Avill  send  down  to-night  a 
courier.  I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  say  that  the  bulk  of  my 
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army  is  across  Cape  Fear  River,  and  I will  cross  over  to-morrow  and 
await  the  return  of  the  Davidson,  in  hopes  you  may  be  able  to  send  us 
up  some  clothing’ and  small  stores.  But  ou  Wednesday  I ho])e  to  make 
ten  miles  out,  but  will  hold  empty  wagons  for  any  supplies  you  may 
send  up.  Expect  a train  of  refugees  and  negroes  at  Wilmington  via 
Clinton.  They  are  a dead  weight  to  me,  and  consume  our  supplies. 
Provide  for  them  the  best  you  can  or  send  them  to  New  York  in  the 
return  vessels.  The  gun-boat  Eolus  is  here  and  will  remain  till  I take 
my  departure,  and  I will  send  word  to  you  when  to  dispatch  all  vessels 
in  Cape  Fear  River  with  supplies  for  me  up  to  New  Berne.  Prosecute 
your  work  on  the  railroad  from  Wilmington  north  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  notify  Colonel  Wright  to  get  from  Savannah  or  Norfolk  a supply 
of  locomotives  and  cars  suited  to  that  gauge.  We  are  all  very  well  and 
weather  is  most  favorable. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j Fayetteville^  N.  C.,  March  13 ^ 1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding  Wilmington,  &c. : 

General  : Lieutenant  Stimson  of  your  staff  has  just  arrived,  and  I 
send  him  down  to  General  Howard’s  camp,  two  miles  below  town,  with 
orders  to  fill  the  boat  with  refugees  at  our  lowerpontoon  and  dispatch  her 
back  at  once.  I wrote  you  fully  by  the  Davidson  last  night,  and  to  day 
by  Captain  Young,  and  now  repeat  that  the  bulk  of  my  army  is  across 
Cape  Fear  River  and  will  be  all  across  to-morrow,  Tuesday,  and  will  o\\ 
Wednesday  draw  outten  miles  toward  Goldsborough.  On  Thursday  will 
cast  off  and  march  compactly  for  a point  on  the  railroad  from  Faison’s 
to  Neuse  River.  If  I don’t  encounter  Schofield’s  people  I will  commu- 
nicate with  him  in  the  direction  of  Goldsborough  before  attempting  to 
cross  the  Neuse.  My  letters  are  very  full.  I do  want  shoes  and 
stockings,  but  fear  you  can’t  spare  any,  or  that  you  have  no  boats 
suitable  for  the  navigation  of  the  river,  but  I will  await  Wednesday 
to  receive  anything  you  may  send,  when  I will  evacuate  here  and  move 
in  force  toward  Goldsborough  and  New  Berne.  The  gun-boat  Eolus 
will  be  here  till  I am  off.  All  well  and  in  sjdendid  spirits.  Fayette- 
ville arsenal  is  in  ruins  and  to-morrow  fire  will  consume  all  that  can  be 
burned  of  it.  The  town  is  poor  and  scattered  and  will  not  be  materially 
damaged.  Hardee  moved  off  toward  Raleigh  but  will  have  time  to  get 
to  Gohlsborougli,  if  that  be  the  point  fixed  for  concentration.  I expect 
to  be  at  or  near  Faison’s  Depot  next  Sunday. 

Yours,  truly,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldy  Fayetteville^  N.  C.,  Monday^  March  13,  1805. 
General  Terry, 

Commanding,  Wilmington : 

General:  Colonel  Kerwin  reports  from  Elizabeth,  where  he  has 
halted  his  regiment,  having  dis])atched  two  officers  and  fifty  men 
through  with  your  cipher  dispatch,  which  is  now  being  unravelled.  I 
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wisli  you  would  seod  a boat  up  to  Elizabetli  with  forage  and  rations 
for  Colonel  Kerwin’s  cominaiid  and  order  him  to  ferry  his  command 
across  and  to  push  to  the  railroad  and  up  it  till  he  encounters  me 
about  Faison’s.  Your  own  command  should  also  move  at  once  up 
toward  Goldsborough,  leaving  the  railroad  construction  XJarty  to  fol- 
low, as  the  whole  country  south  of  Goldsborough  between  the  Cape 
Fear  Elver  and  the  sea  will  be  covered  by  our  armies.  You  may  be 
short  of  wagons.  If  yon  can  manage  to  reach  me  I will  supply  you 
with,  say,  200.  I will  have  enough  wagons  for  General  Schofield  also. 
I want  to  concentrate  all  my  available  forces  about  Goldsborough  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  single  road  from  New  Berne  to  Goldsborough 
may  not  have  r,.  capacity  sufficient  for  mine,  yours,  and  General  Scho- 
fiehrs  armies,  and  I wish  you  to  advise  General  Schofield  that  I expect 
him  to  get  boats  as  quick  as  possible  that  will  enable  us  to  use  the 
Neuse  Eiver  as  auxiliary  as  high  up  as  possible,  when  our  wagons  can 
haul  forago  and  stores.  I have  with  me,  say,  3,000  wagons  and  near 
40,000  annuals,  al)out  65,000- fighting  men. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General^  Comnumding. 

P.  S. — If  General  Schofield  wants  you  at  New  Berne,  I do  not  object 
to  your  re-enforcing  him,  but  I want  all  the  troops  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  garrisons  to  be  at  or  near  Goldsborough  in  seven  days,  viz, 
by  Monday  or  Tuesday  of  next  week. 

SHERMAN, 

Major-  General, 


Hdqks.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  Mar  eh  13,  1865, 

MaJ.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  (&c.: 
General:  I forwarded  to  you  day  before  yesterday  the  inclosed 
dispatch  from  General  Schofield.*  I send  it  to  you  again  ibr  fear  that 
it  may  not  have  reached  you.  At  the  time  this  dispatch  was  written 
General  Couch  had  not  joined  him.  I think  that  Couch’s  and  McLean’s 
divisions  must  have  crossed  the  Trent  near  Trenton  yesterday,  and 
thaf  to-day  they  have  effected  a junction  with  Cox  and  Palmer. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Major- General,  Commanding^ 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Comdg.  Military  Div.  of  the  M'ississij)pi,  Fayetteville,  N,  C. : 
General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
])atch  of  yesterday.  I regret  to  say  that  all  the  supiilies  of  shoes  and 
clothing  destined  for  your  main  army  are  at  Beaufort.  Everything 
which  we  had  here  has  been  expended  for  the  paroled  prisoners  which 
we  have  received.  Two  days  ago  I sent  to  Beaufort  for  3,500  pairs  of 
shoes  for  my  own  troops.  Should  they  arrive  in  time- to  reach  you  at 
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Fayetteville,  I will  forward  them  at  once.  Hoping  that  the  tug  would 
find  the  river  open,  I commenced  loading  a steamer  last  night  with 
such  stores  as  I supposed  that  you  would  need  most.  She  starts  imme- 
diately, and  will  be  followed  by  others.  I sent  all  my  serviceable  cavalry 
up  the  right  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear  day  before  yesterday  afternoon,  to 
open  the  road  and  communicate  with  you.  I have  a report  from  them 
that  the  bridges  are  down,  and  some  of  the  road  under  water.  I send 
to  day  a bridge  equipage,  and  two  regiments  of  infantry,  to  make  a 
crossing  at  Levison  Creek,  seventeen  miles  from  here,  which  is,  I 
believe,  the  most  difficult  point  on  the  route.  I resx)ectfully  suggest, 
that  if  the  cavalry  should  report  to  you  that  the  uxq^er  x^art  of  the  road 
is  in  good  order,  the  refugees,  of  whom  you  wish  to  disembarrass  yourself, 
might  come  down  under  their  convoy.  Our  vsupx:)lies  of  commissary 
stores  are  quite  limited,  but  everything  which  we  have  will  be  sent  ux) 
as  fast  as  possible.  When  General  Schofield  left  here  a week  since  he 
told  me  that  a railroad  construction  x)arty  would  be  here  within  a day 
or  two,  but  none  has  yet  arrived,  and  consequently  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  to  rex)air  the  road  from  here  to  Goldsborough.  Two  bridges 
within  ten  miles  of  the  town  were  burned  by  the  enemy.  I think  that 
I can  rebuild  one  of  them  with  details  from  my  own  troox)s,  and  will 
make  a beginning,  without  waiting  for  the  railroad  men. 

I am,  general,  very  resx^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFKED  H.  TERRY, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

S Department  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  57.  ) Wilmington^  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 

1.  Brevet  Major- General  Ames,  commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  will  detail  from  his  command  two  regiments  of  not 
less  than  GOO  men  for  duty,  to  rexiort  in  heavy  marching  order  at  the 
market  place  in  Wilmington  at  11  a.  m.  this  day,  with  three  daj^s’ 
rations  in  their  haversacks.  The  senior  officer  will  report  at  these  head- 
quarters for  instructions  at  10  a.  m. 

* * # * # # * 


III.  Maj.  H.  Y.  Slosson,  commanding  detachment  Fifteenth  New 
York  V olunteer  Engineers,  will  x)roceed  with  the  pontoon  train  under  his 
charge  to  Levison  Creek  on  the  Avest  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  and 
throw  a bridge  over  the  creek  at  the  x>oint  where  the  road  to  Elizabeth- 
town crosses  it,  remaining  at  that  x)oint  until  furthers  orders. 

******* 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 


A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Newport,  March  13, 1865. 

General  Easton, 

Chief  (juarterinaster  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

1 am  ordered  to  rex)ort  to  you  with  two  additional  regiments  of  my 
brigade.  Unless  otlierwise  ordered  Avill  go  into  camp  outside  the  works 
near  my  other  regiments. 

NICHOLAS  W.  DAY, 

Col.,  Comdg.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  South, 

No.  04.  ) Hilton  Heady  S.  (7.,  March  13 y 1865. 

:f:  * * * * * 

II.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  New  York  Yolunteers  are 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Northern  District,  Department  of  the 
South,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  0.  The  quar- 
termaster’s department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
*##***# 

V.  The  Thirty-second  IJ.  S.  Colored  Troops  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  in  the  Northern  Distri(d,  Department  of  the  South,  and  will  return 
without  delay  to  their  camp  on  Edisto  Island,  S.  C.  The  quartermas- 
ter’s department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transi)ortation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

THOBNDIKE  D.  HODGES, 

Capt.^  Thirty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops^  Aety.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  8.  (7.,  March  13 y 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Comdy.  ITorthern  IHst.y  l)ept.  of  the  Southy  Charlestony  S.  C. : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  he  has  to  send  three  regiments  of  white  troops  from  your  com- 
mand to  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and  wishes  an  aggregate  of  about  1,800 
men,,  and  suggests  as  the  best  regiments  the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  If,  however,  you  desire  to  keep  any  one  of  these  regi- 
ments you  are  requested  to  inform  these  headquarters  without  delay 
of  the  change  you  make.  The  regiments  must  be  i)ut  in  readiness  for 
immediate  embarkation.  The  transportation  will  be  sent  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUKGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Heady  N.  (7.,  March  13y  1865. 

Col.  Stewart  L.  AVoodford, 

Comdg.  Post  of  Charlestony  Dept,  of  the  Sauthy  Charlestony  S.  C.: 

Colonel:  I desire  to  state  for  your  information  that  it  is  not  the 
policy  of  this  dei)artment  to  foster  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city 
of  Charleston,  and  that  the  only  trade  which  it  is  desirable  to  encour- 
age and  protect  there  is  simply  that  which  is  necessary  to  supply  the 
necessities  of  the  inhabitants,  and  i)revent  their  becoming  a source  of 
ex])enset.o  the  United  States.  The  permanent  garrison  for  Cliarleston 
will  not  exceed  2,500  men,  that  being  a sufficient  force  in  my  judgment 
to  i)reserve  quiet  in  the  city  and  hold  the  forts  and  approaclies  which 
command  it.  TJie  accumulation  of  large  quantities  of  merchandise  at 
that  point  is  therefore  to  be  carefully  avoided.  Indeed,  nothing  but 
the  necessaxies  of  life  should  l)e  allowed  to  come  to  the  ])lace,  and  in 
moderate  quantities.  AVithout  presciibing  any  special  rules  for  your 
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guidance  I desire  to  impress  u]ion  your  attention  tlie  importance  of 
keeping  a close  watch  upon  trade  and  the  character  of  the  parties 
allowed  to  engage  in  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  GeneraL  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  U.  S.  Forces,  District  of  Savannah, 

Savannah,  Ga,,  March-  13,  1863, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  South. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  shipment  of  thefollowing-nvtmed 
troops  on  transport  Yazoo  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant. 


Organization. 

Officers. 

Men. 

ServiiTiTs. 

Horses. 

Headquarters  Second  Division 

8 

31 

4 

8 

Headquarters  Second  Drigade 

4 

18 

2 

28th  Iowa  Volunteers 

7 

136 

5 

131st  New  York  Volunteers  

12 

239 

7 

23 

22<l  Iowa  Volunteers 

17 

338 

10 

13th  Connecticut  Volunteers 

11 

262 

6 

Total 

59 

1,024 

34 

31 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  GROVER, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
hi  the  Field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  Tuesday,  March  14,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point : 

Dear  General:  I am  now  across  Cape  Fear  River  with  nearly 
all  my  army,  save  a division,  with  orders  to  cross  at  daylight 
to-morrow.  1 shall  then  draw  out  ten  miles  and  begin  tny  maneuvers 
for  the  possession  of  Goldsborougli,  Avhich  is  all  important  to  our 
future  purposes.  I was  in  hopes  that  I could  get  some  shoes  and 
stockings  at  Wilmington,  but  the  tug  Davidson  has  returned  with 
Brigadier-General  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster,  with  word  that  there 
is  no  clothing  there,  but  he  brings  us  some  forage,  sugar,  and  coffee.  I 
can  get  along  for  ten  days,  having  forced  the  army  to  collect  jilenty^of 
beef,  and  a good  deal  of  corn  meal.  I shall  to-night  move  my  cavalry, 
5,000,  straight  toward  Raleigh,  and  follow  it  with  four  divisions  without 
trains,  and  keeq)  the  trains  off  toward  the  right  rear.  1 will  hold  another 
four  divisionsin  close  sni)X)ort and  move  toward  Smithland  [Smithheld| 
or  to  strike  the  railroad  halfway  between  Goldsborougli  and  Raleigh; 
then  when  my  trains  are  well  across  toward  the  Nense  will  move  rapidly 
to  Bennettsville  [Bentonville],  and  afterward,  at  leisure,  move  ojiiiosite 
Goldsborougli,  open  direct  communication  with.  Schofield,  who  is 
ordered  to  xiush  against  Kinston  and  Goldsborougli.  1 may  cross 
Reuse,  about  Cox’s  Bridge,  and  move  into  Goldsborougli,  but  will  not 
attemxit  it  till  within  close  communication  with  Schofield.  I have  sent 
full  orders  to  Schofield.  It  will  not  do  to  build  any  determinate  plan 
from  there  till  1 am  in  full  xiossession  of  Goldsborougli.  I have  ordered 
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Schofield  and  Terry  to  press  toward  Goldsborongh  as  hard  as  possible 
from  the  east  as  I advance  from  the  southwest.  The  enemy  is  superior 
to  me  in  cavalry,  but  I can  beat  his  infantry  man  for  man,  and  I don’t 
think  he  can  bring  40,000  men  to  battle.  I will  force  him  to  guard 
Ealeigh  till  I have  interposed  between  it  and  Goldsborough.  Weather 
is  now  good,  but  threatens  rain.  We  are  all  well.  Keep  all  parts 
busy  and  I will  give  the  enemy  no  rest. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major- General, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  March  14,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  I think  I have  studied  the  problem  of  the  next  move 
and  will  give  you,  in  confidence,  its  analysis.  We  must  make  a strong 
feint  on  Ealeigh,  and  strike  with  cavalry,  if  possible,  the  road  near 
Smithfield.  I take  it  for  granted  that  the  bridge  will  be  too  strongly 
guarded  for  Kilpatrick  to  surprise,  and  therefore  I will  leave  him  to  dis- 
able that  road,  of  course  only  partially,  between  the  Keuse  and  Eureka. 
To  this  end  the  cavalry  will  move  to-night  across  the  bridge,  beginning 
at  3 a.  ni.,  and  will  jiush  to-morrow  uii  the  jdank  road  to  about  Averas- 
borough,  Slocum  following  up  with  four  disencumbered  divisions  to 
near  the  forks  of  tlie  road,  moving  his  trains  by  a cross  road  toward 
Bentonville.  The  next  move  will  be  the  cavalry  to  Elevation,  and  Slo- 
cum will  cross  Black  Eiver.  The  next  move  will  bring  Slocum  to  Ben- 
tonville, and  Kil])atrick,  supported  by  a division  of  infantry,  will  make 
a dash  for  the  railroad.  This  is  as  far  as  I will  now  determine.  I want 
you  to  be  as  near  in  support  as  possible.  I do  think  it  is  Johnston’s 
only  chance  to  meet  this  army  before  an  easy  junction  with  Schofield 
can  be  effected.  I would  like  you  to  have  four  divisions  free  to  move 
rapidly  to  the  sound  of  battle  in  the  direction  of  Mingo  Creek  and 
Elevation,  and,  at  any  event,  to  make  a junction  by  head  of  column 
with  Slocum  at  Bentonville.  Tlie  weather  look':  bad  and  I fear  we  may 
have  swamps  about  South  Eiver.  I think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to 
have  tour  divisions  to  get  ahead  of  Slocum’s  trains  on  the  direct  road 
from  Fayetteville  to  Bentonville  and  keeping  ahead  of  him  about  five 
or  six  miles  so  as,  in  case  of  action,  to  come  up  on  his  right.  I will 
keep  near  Slocum,  and  Avish  you  to  keep  me  thoroughly  advised  of  the 
position  of  your  troops  and  trains,  and  instead  of  aiming  toward  Fai- 
son’s, rather  look  toward  Dead  Fields  and  Everettsville.  I think  Col- 
onel Garber  can  give  you  another  boat,  in  Avhich  case  you  liad  better 
send  dowm  a load  of  prisoners  of  war.  Do  not  fail  to  clear  your  col- 
umns of  the  dead  Aveight  by  sending  them  via  Clinton  to  Wilmington. 
1 do  not  ex])ect  your  head  of  column  to  be  more  tlian  ten  miles  distant 
from  Fayetteville  to-morrow  night,  but  it  would  be  Avell  for  a brigade 
to  secure  the  bridges  a(*ross  South  Eiver,  if  not  already  done.  Scho- 
field and  Terry  are  noAv  fully  advised  of  our  Avhereabouts  and  have 
my  orders.  Their  movements  Avill  directly  co-o])erate  Avith  ours  and  I 
jiropose  to  make  an  actual  junction  liefore  crossing  the  Nensc,  unless 
events  and  Aveather  favor  a ditferent  course. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SIIEEMAK, 

Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cadets  Plantation^  A.  (7.,  March  14^  1865 — 8 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  : If  I have  good  luck  I expect  to  have  everything  over  the 
river  to-night,  and  in  order  to  organize  the  light  column  refugee  trains, 
&c.,  will  stretch  out  on  the  roads,  but  will  not  move  my  headquarters. 
I had  already  issued  my  orders  and  moved  out  one  corps  before  getting 
General  Slocum’s  suggestion.  I therefore  proposed  to  him  to  send 
Logan’s  surplus  trains  on  lower  route  through  Clinton,  and  have  his 
surplus  trains  follow  the  four  light  divisions  along  the  road  via  Bea- 
man’s Cross-Eoads.  This  will  open  the  direct  road  to  Bentonville  to 
General  Slocum  for  his  light  column,  and  I will  have  a good  force 
always  within  supporting  distance.  He  did  not  send  me  word  whether 
this  was  satisfactory.  We  have,  however,  interchanged  our  respective 
orders  of  march. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Special  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  GO.  ) Cadets  Plantation^  A.  C.,  March  14.  1865. 

I.  As  soon  as  everything  is  well  across  Cape  Fear  Eiver  the  com- 
mand will  move  forward  in  the  following  order:  The  Fifteenth  Army 
Coiqis,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  on  the  road 
leading  to  Faison’s  Dei)ot  via  Beaman’s  Cross-Eoads.  The  divisions 
will  move  with  only  the  different  headquarters  and  regimental  trains 
and  ten  ammunition  wagons  for  each  division.  The  remaining  supply, 
ordnance,  and  other  trains  will  be  consolidated  and  move  in  rear  of 
the  column  with  sufficient  guard.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  on  the  road  leading  to  Faison’s 
Depot  via  Clinton.  On  the  first  day’s  march  each  head  of  column  will 
reach  and  prepare  the  crossing  over  South  Elver.  A portion  of  the 
train  from  these  headquarters  will  move  with  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps.  The  remainder  will  move  vv^ith  headquarters  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps.  The  pontoon  train  Avill  also  move  with  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps. 

***#*«:* 

V.  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Military  Divis- 
ion of  the  Mississii)pi,  all  reffigees,  white  and  black,  now  encumbering 
the  army,  will  be  assembled  near  the  headquarters  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  with  such  animals  and  wagons  as  can  be  spared,  and 
organized  under  the  supervision  of  Col.  James  Wilson,  provost-marshal- 
general  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  into  a train  to  pro- 
ceed to  Wilmington,  JST.  C.  A guard  of  fifty  men,  to  be  composed  of 
men  entitled  to  discharges  or  furloughs,  ])ro])erly  aritmd,  provided  with 
their  papers  to  take  effect  at  Wilmington,  will  be  sent  from  each  corps. 
A small  sux)ply  of  flour,  bacon,  and  beefc^attle  will  oe  furnished  to  the 
train  guard. 

*#-##*** 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  ().  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders^  ) Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Arma'  Corps, 

No  G8.  ) Near  Fayetteville^  N,  (7.,  March  14,  1865. 

I.  In  anticipation  of  the  movement  on  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  all  trans- 
portation of  the  several  divisions  of  the  corps  other  than  the  respec- 
tive headquarters  and  regimental  teams,  twelve  ordnance  wagons  from 
each  division,  and  the  ambulance  corps,  will  be  organized  in  one  train, 
under  supervision  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  corps,  and  with  a 
sufficient  guard  will  move  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  to 
Faison’s  Depot,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Kailroad.  Corps 
headquarters  supply  train  will  move  with  this  column.  Each  division 
commander  will  detail  one  regiment  for  train  guard,  to  report  to  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  Woods,  whose  brigade  is  assigned  to  the  duty  of 
guarding  the  whole  train  of  the  corps.  The  trains  will  be  organized 
and  the  regiments  will  report  to-morrow  morning. 

II.  The  troops  will  move  in  light  order,  with  five  days’  rations,  two 
of  which  will  be  carried  in  the  regimental  wagons. 

III.  All  refugees,  white  and  black,  will  be  organized  in  detachments 
by  divisions,  and  will  report  in  such  organization  to  Maj.  Frank  C.  Gil- 
lette, provost  of  the  corps.  They  will  be  supplied  with  means  of  traus- 
l)ortation  and  subsistence,  and  will  move  to  the  iioint  of  rendezvous 
as  soon  as  their  camp  may  be  established.  All  unauthorized  camj) 
followers  will  be  included  in  the  term  refugee,”  and  will  be  swept  from 
the  corps  and  sent  to  Wilmington  in  the  train  organized. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan: 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

East  side  Cape  Fear  Fiver,  near  Pontoon  Crossing,  March  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  A djntant-  General : 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I moved  out  about  2 o’clock  this  p.  in.,  following  the  Third  Divis- 
ion. I did  not  succeed  in  getting  the  iiontoon  bridge  until  10  o’clock 
this  p.  m.,  and  my  command  is  still  crossing  (12  m.),  going  into  camp 
about  one  mile  from  the  river.  1 will  not  be  over  before  2 o’clock  in 
the  morning. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  1st  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

No.  40.  \ Near  FayctteviUe,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

# * * * * * * 

III.  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  08,  headquarters  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  of  to  day’s  date,  all  the  transportation  of  the  division, 
except  the  respective  headquarters  and  l egi mental  teams,  twelve  ord- 
nance wagons,  and  the  ambulance  train,  will  organize  into  one  tram 
to-morrow  aiul  unite  with  the  trains  of  tlie  army  cor])s  that,  under  the 
su])ervision  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fort,  march  in  rear  of  Seventeenth 
Corps. 
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ly.  All  refugees,  both  white  and  black,  in  the  command  will  be 
organized  into  detachments  under  the  direction  of  Oapt.  George  A. 
Henry,  provost-marshal  at  these  headquarters.  He  will  cause  them, 
when  so  organized,  to  report  to  Maj.  Frank  G.  Gillette,  provost-marshal 
of  the  corps.  Captain  Henry  will  also  furnish  transportation  for  the 
refugees  connected  with  this  division  (in  all  133),  and  to  that  end  all 
wagons,  buggies,  and  vehicles  of  every  description  that  have  been  cap- 
tured during  the  campaign  that  are  now  with  the  division,  together 
with  their  animals,  will  be  turned  over  to  him  by  brigade  and  detach- 
ment commanders  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning.  During  the 
coming  move  regiments  will  be  allowed  but  one  regimental  wagon. 

y.  The  division  commissary  will  issue  to  the  troops  of  the  command 
early  to-morrow  morning  three  days’  rations  of  bread,  to  last  five  [days], 
and  the  usual  rations  of  sugar,  cofiee,  &c.  He  will  issue  to  the  refu- 
gees of  the  division  three  days’  rations  of  meal,  one  day’s  salt  meat, 
two  days’  pork,  and  four  days’  rations  of  meat  on  the  hoof.  His  cattle 
will  be  driven  with  the  infantry  column. 

yi.  Lieut.  J.  W.  Phillips,  commanding  division  pioneer  corps,  will 
direct  Lieutenant  Shafer  to  report  with  one-half  the  corps  to-morrow 
morning  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade, apportioning  to  him  such  teams  and  tools  as  he  may  need  in 
assisting  our  train  through  toward  Faison’s  Depot. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  C.  E.  Woods: 

FRED.  H.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

ALarch  14, 1865. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

General:  At  the  suggestion  of  Major-General  Howard  the  general 
commanding  requests  that  you  will  perfect  the  organization  of  your 
refugees  into  detachments,  in  order  that  the  first  opportunity  offering 
may  be  seized  to  send  them  to  Wilmington.  We  may  be  able  to  ship 
them,  but  fear  that  they  will  have  to  march. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville^  N.  G.,  Alareh  14^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  re])ort  that  this  division  broke  camp  in  front  of 
Fayetteville  to-day  at  3.30  p.  m.;  moved  to  tlie  lower  pontoon  bridge, 
where  it  commenced  crossing  at  5 j).  m.  It  is  now  encamped  one  mile 
and  a half  east  of  that  bridge.  My  headquarters  are  in  the  midst 
of  the  camp.  The  daily  reports  due,  referred  to  in  a note  of  this  date, 
will  be  furnished  as  soon  as  they  can  be  made  up. 

I am,  resiiectfully, 

W.  B.  IIAZEX, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Warsaw  Boad,  A.  (7.,  March  14y  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  moved  at  3 
p.  m.  Halted  at  Cape  Fear  Eiver  one  hour,  then  crossed  on  pontoon 
bridge.  At  this  point  the  refugees,  surplus  negroes,  and  animals  were 
left  behind.  The  command  moved  out  to  the  Warsaw  road  two  miles, 
where  camped,  having  marched  four  miles. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  on 
plank  road  two  miles  west  of  Fayetteville  at  11  this  a.  m.  and  moved, 
crossing  Cape  Fear  Eiver  on  pontoon  bridge,  out  on  Goldsborough  road 
one  mile  east  of  Fayetteville.  The  column  commenced  crossing  the 
river  at  5.30  p.  m.  The  rear  guard  passed  over  at  8.45  p.  m.  Much 
delay  was  caused  by  the  rapid  falling  of  the  water.  The  command  is 
encamped  in  line  on  north  side  of  the  road,  fronting  east.  These  head- 
quarters are  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  opposite  the  right  flank 
of  the  division. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General,  Fiftce^ith  A^miy  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  division  this  instant:  Pursuant  to  orders  from  corps  head- 
quarters, I broke  (‘amp  at  daylight,  moving  to  the  pontoons  across 
Cape  Fear  Eiver,  which  I found,  at  9 a.  m.,  still  occupied  by  the  Seven- 
teenth xArmy  Corps,  and  undergoing  repairs.  I did  not  succeed  in 
getting  possession  of  the  bridge  until  12.30  p.  m.,  at  which  hour  my 
command  commenced  crossing,  and  encamped  for  the  night  nearly  in 
rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Cor])S,  about  two  miles  distant  from  the 
river.  Owing  to  the  great  number  of  refugees  traveling  with  my  com- 
mand, exceeding  1,100,  who  have  been  subsisted  during  past  twenty- 
three  days,  besides  the  draft  upon  my  stores  for  four  (lays’  rations 
during  their  transit  to  Wilmington,  I find  tlie  sui)[)lies  of  my  division 
reduced  to  something  like  eight  days’  on  hand,  including  four  of  hard 
bread.  A portion  of  my  hard  bread  became  damaged  during  the  storm 
on  the  night  of  the  9th  instant. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 
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Special  ')  Hdqrs.  4th  Div-,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  on  Cape  Fear  River^  JSF.  (7., 

No.  43.  ) March  14,  1865. 

# * * * * *■  * 

II.  Tbe  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  9 a.  m.  to-morrow,  the 
15th  instant,  in  the  direction  of  Beamaifs  Cross-Koads,  the  First 
Brigade  in  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  Brigade,  the  Third  Bri- 
gade in  rear  and  closing  the  colnmn.  Trains  as  follows : Twelve  wagons 
of  ordnance,  followed  by  ambulances  and  hospital  train,  with  brigade 
trains  in  rear  of  hospital  train,  in  same  order  as  brigades.  Headquar- 
ters teams  of  the  division  will  enter  the  column  of  trains  wherever  they 
may  strike  it;  pioneer  wagons  in  rear  of  all  trains.  The  supply  train 
and  surplus  ordnance  will  remain  in  park  in  charge  of  Captain 
Benjamin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  under  guard  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  already  detailed  for  that  purpose,  ready  to  join 
the  column  to  move  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps.  The  officer  in 
command  of  guard  will  report  to  Colonel  Fort,  chief  quartermaster  of 
the  corps,  the  position  of  the  park  early  in  the  morning.  Troops  will 
march  by  the  side  of  the  trains,  as  heretofore,  with  two  regiments  as 
an  advance  and  two  as  a rear  guard. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  IT.  EYEIFJ^S, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Illinois, 

In  the  Field,  A.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

Major  WooDHULL, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I would  respectfully  state  that  the  Seventh  Illinois  is  encamped 
one  mile  from  the  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  on  right-hand  side  of  road  from 
pontoon  bridge.  At  I p.  m.  moved  out  on  the  Goldsborough  road 
with  Twenty-ninth  Missouri.  Ten  miles  out  came  upon  a squad  of  rebel 
cavalrymen,  who  fired  upon  our  advance  and  retreated.  Followed 
them  for  two  miles,  but  found  nothing  to  stop  our  advancing;  (>  p.  m. 
returned  and  went  into  camp,  in  above  mentioned  localities. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

HECTOB  PEBBIN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Mounted  Infmitry. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Perrin, 

Commanding  tSeventh  Illinois  Alounted  Infantry: 

Colonel:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  move  your  command  to-morrow  morning  at  9 o^dock  out  on  the 
road  leading  to  Ileaman’s  Cross-Koads,  in  advance  of  General  Corse, 
encam])ing  at  night  witli  General  Corse’s  division.  You  will  take  all 
your  camp  equipage,  Ac.,  with  you. 

I am,  colonel,  very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Cape  Fear  River ^ March  14,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  tosayto 
you  that,  owing  to  the  change  that  has  been  ordered  in  the  movement 
of  the  trains.  General  Logan  will  not  be  able  to  start  his  column  before 
9 a.  m.  to-morrow.  The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  push 
forward  with  your  command  to  South  Elver,  but  does  not  wish  you  to 
cross  your  troops  except  to  make  a bridge  head  until  all  the  surplus 
trains  ordered  to  move  by  the  lower  road  have  closed  up  compactly  on 
your  command. 

The  general  wishes  you  to  prepare  the  crossing  over  South  Kiver  as 
soon  after  you  reach  that  point  as  possible,  but  not  to  cross  your  com- 
mand. If  you  should  deem  it  necessary  to  throw  over  a portion  of 
your  corps  in  order  to  make  a bridge-head  and  secure  the  crossing,  of 
course  you  would  do  so. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 

Assistant  Ifispector- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  65.  ) Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to  South  River,  on  the  Clinton  road, 
to-morrow.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will 
have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  follow  the  First  Division. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow  the 
Fourth  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  move  out 
on  the  road  at  6.30  o’clock.  The  troops  will,  if  practicable,  move  on  the 
right  of  the  train. 

11.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  cause 
to  be  detailed  from  his  command  fifty  men  under  charge  of  a good  officer 
for  guard  to  a refugee  train  to  Wilmington.  They  will  report  at  6 a.  m. 
to-morrow  to  Colonel  Wilson,  provost-marshal-general  Department  and 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  department  headquarters  near  the  pontoons. 
The  men  will  be  selected  from  among  those  whose  term  of  service  has 
expired,  and  if  General  Force  has  more  than  fifty  of  such  men  he  may 
send  not  to  exceed  seventy-five.  These  men  will  be  provided  with  their 
muster-out  papers  complete,  which  will  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  officer 
commanding,  who  will  also  become  responsible  for  the  arms  of  the  men. 
Upon  arriving  at  Wilmington  they  will  report  to  Captain  Ide,  commis- 
sary of  musters,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  or  Lieutenant 
Noyes,  assistant  commissary  of  musters.  Third  Division,  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps  (one  of  whom  will  most  probably  be  there),  for  muster  out. 
If  the  above-named  officers  are  not  at  Wilmington,  the  officer  in  com- 
mand will  proceed  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Avith  his  detachment  and  there 
await  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at  its  destination. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  R.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  1)iv.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  59.  ) Near  Fayetteville^  N.  0.,  March  14^  1865, 

I.  This  command  will  move  to  South  Eiver  on  Clinton  road  to-morrow, 
following  First  and  Fourth  Divisions.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C. 
Fairchild  commanding,  will  have  the  advance,  being  prepared  to  move 
at  9 a.  m.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  L.  Bailey  commanding, 
will  follow  the  First  Brigade.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles, 
commanding,  will  follow  the  battery,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear 
guard.  If  practicable  the  troops  will  move  on  right  of  train. 

# ^ # * * 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  opposite  Fayetteville^  March  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commandmg  Left  Winy : 

General  : I have  notified  General  Howard  that  to-morrow  night 
your  head  of  column  would  be  near  the  cross-roads  above  Kyle’s  Land- 
ing, the  next  day  across  Black  Biver  near  Mingo,  and  third  day  near 
Bentonville,  and  have  instructed  him  to  have  four  divisions  in  easy 
supi)ort,  and  a little  in  advance  of  you,  say  five  or  six  miles,  so  that  on 
receiving  orders  or  hearing  battle  he  may  come  promptly  up  on  your 
rigid.  I think  Colonel  Garber  can  promise  you  another  boat,  in  which 
case  it  would  be  well  to  send  to  Wilmington  your  prisoners  of  war. 
You  might  leave  them  to-morrow  where  the  gun-boat  lies,  two  miles 
below  General  Howard’s  bridge,  and  the  guard,  if  unable  to  overtake 
you  the  day  after  to-morrow,  could  follow  direct  to  Bentonville.  I want 
the  three  first  marches  to  be  made  with  prudence  and  deliberation.  I 
am  willing  to  accept  battle  with  Johnston’s  concentrated  force,  but 
would  not  attack  him  in  position  until  I make  junction  with  General 
Schofield. 

1 am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  27.  ) Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

I.  Two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  unencumbered  by 
wagons  (except  headquarters  wagons  and  a sufficient  number  of  infantry 
ammunition  wagons  to  transport  forty  rounds  per  man),  will  move  with 
three  batteries  of  artillery  to-morrow,  March  15,  to  the  cross-roads 
north  of  Taylor’s  Hole  Creek. 

II.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  with  artillery  and 
wagons  as  above  mentioned,  will  move  to  and  encanii)  to-morrow  night 
at  Taylor’s  Hole  Creek. 

III.  The  trains  of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  with  all  the  pontoon 
train  not  now  in  use,  will  be  moved  in  charge  of  one  division  by  a road, 
south  of  the  road  leading  from  Kingsbury  to  Bentonville,  to  South 
River,  and,  if  possible,  they  will  encamp  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 
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All  empty  wagons  of  the  corps  will  be  left  near  Fayetteville,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  forward  such  supplies  as  may  come  to  this  place 
prior  to  the  16th  instant. 

IV.  On  the  16th,  the  unencumbered  divisions  of  both  cor^DS  will 
move  to  a point  near  Bentonville,  the  trains  of  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps  being  on  the  same  day  moved  to  a point  near  Troublefield’s  Store, 
and  the  trains  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  in  charge  of  Baird’s 

'division,  being  moved  to  South  Eiver  on  the  road  taken  by  the  trains 
of  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps. 

V.  Strong  pioneer  parties  will  accompany  the  wagon  trains,  but 
each  unencumbered  division  will  take  with  it  one  wagon  of  intrench- 
ing tools 

By  com.mand  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum: 

BOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  '2,1.  S Near  Fayetteville.,  N.  (7.,  March  14,  1865. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  as  follows:  The  First  and  Second 
Divisions,  accompanied  by  their  artillery,  headquarters  and  regimental 
wagons,  ambulance  trains,  and  a sufficient  number  of  ammunition 
wagons  to  transjmrt  forty  romids  of  ammunition,  in  addition  to  the 
forty  in  the  cartridge-boxes  (the  remainder  of  the  trains  being  reported 
by  the  division  quartermasters  to  Brevet  Major-General  Baird,  com- 
manding Third  Division),  Avill  march,  General  Morgan  at  9 a.  m.  and 
General  Carlin  at  10  a.  m.,  upon  the  direct  road  to  Averasborough,  in 
rear  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  will  encamp  to-morrow  night  beyond 
Taylor’s  Hole  Creek,  upon  ground  which  will  be  designated.  One 
wagon,  loaded  with  pioneer  tools,  will  accompany  each  division.  Major 
Houghtaling,  chief  of  artillery  (directing  his  ammunition  train  to  be 
reported  to  13revet  Major-General  Baird),  will  move  his  reserve  battery 
under  the  direction  of  General  Morgan.  Corps  headquarters  will  move 
with  General  Carlin’s  division.  General  Baird,  remaining  in  Fayette- 
ville, to-morrow  will  take  charge  of  the  trains  of  the  corps,  and  the 
following  day  will  move  them  with  his  division,  as  directed  in  the 
order  from  wing  headquarters,  a copy  of  which  is  sent  him  with  this.* 
By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  Georgia,  all 
refugees,  white  and  black,  that  encumber  the  army  are  to  be  sent  from 
this  point  to  Wilmington.  Division  commanders  will  therefore  at  once 
have  their  provost-niarslials  colloct  all  negroes  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  commands  that  are  not  needed  with  the  column,  and  turn 
them  over  to-day,  if  possible,  to  Major  Parks,  provost-marshal  of  this 
corps.  Captain  Wliittelsey  will  select  such  wagons,  captured  or  public, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  movement  of  tliese  people,  and  turn  them 
over  to  Major  Parks,  provost-marshal,  to-night.  Captain  Balloch, 
chief  commissary,  will  furnish  the  train  with  a small  supply  of  flour, 

* See  next,  ante. 
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bacon,  and  beef-cattle.  Each  division  commander  will  detail  from  his 
command  fifteen  men,  under  proper  non-commissioned  officers,  to  report 
to-day  to  Major  Parks,  provost-marshal  at  these  headquarters,  for  duty 
as  guard  for  these  refugees  to  Wilmiugtoii.  In  making  this  detail 
escaped  prisoners  and  men  whose  term  of  service  has  nearly  exx)ired 
will  be  selected.  They  will  all  report  with  arms  and  equipments. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

OHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  €.,  March  14,  1865. 

The  Third  and  First  Divisions,  with  their  headquarters  trains,  will 
march  to-morrow  (the  Third  preceding)  across  TayloFs  Hole  (heek. 
General  Ward  will  start  his  column  at  6.30  a.  m..  General  Jackson 
starting  in  season  to  close  up  to  the  Third  Division.  Each  of  these 
divisions  will  take  with  them  ammunition  wagons  enough  to  carry, 
with  what  the  men  carry  on  their  persons,  100  rounds  to  each  man. 
Each  division  will  take  care  of  its  own  trains.  Three  batteries  will 
accomiianj^  these  divisions,  one  marching  in  rear  of  General  Ward’s 
advanced  brigade,  the  other  two  in  rear  of  the  troops  of  the  Third 
Division.  General  Geary,  with  the  Second  Division,  will  take  charge  of 
the  trains  of  the  corps  and  march  them  across  South  Eiver  on  a road 
parallel  to  and  south  of  the  Kingsbury  and  Bentouville  road,  thence 
on  the  day  following  to  the  vicinity  of  Troublefield’s  Store.  One  bat- 
tery of  artillery  will  report  to  General  Geary  to  march  with  the  train. 
That  portion  of  the  pontoon  train  not  needed  for  the  bridge  across 
Caiie  Fear  Eiver  will  report  to  General  Geary,  at  his  headquarters,  at  8 a. 
m.,  to-morrow,  to  march  with  this  train.  In  case  the  Michigan  Engineers 
accompany  this  corps,  one  battalion  with  half  of  their  train  will  accom- 
pany the  troops  and  will  march  between  the  Third  and  First  Divisions, 
immediately  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  starting  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  other 
battalion  with  the  balance  of  the  engineer  train  will  report  to  General 
Geary,  to  march  with  the  train. 

General  Ward  and  General  Jackson  will  each  take  with  them  one  of 
their  brigade  pioneer  corps  and  one  wagonload  of  intrenching  tools, 
leaving  the  balance  of  their  pioneers  and  tools  with  their  trains.  All 
of  the  ambulances  of  the  Third  and  First  Divisions  that  can  be 
emptied  will  accompany  the  divisions. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  26.  ) Near  Fayetteville,  N.  G.,  March  14,  1865. 

The  forward  movement  of  the  army  will  be  resumed  to-morrow. 
For  several  days  the  division  will  be  detached,  and  will  march  as  escort 
to  the  entire  corps  train. 

******* 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


832 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865, 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel:  General  Co^^swell  lias  returned  from  the  reconnaissance 
ordered  this  mornin^>“.  He  (General  C.),  with  four  regiments,  marched 
on  the  road  to  Black  Kiver,  found  ButlePs  cavalry  division  at  the 
river,  drove  them  across,  but  did  not  attempt  to  dislodge  them,  as  they 
had  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  it  would  have  caused  him  to  engage 
his  line  of  battle.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buckingham,  Twentieth  Con- 
necticut, with  three  regiments,  marched  on  the  road  to  Taylor’s  Hole 
Creek.  Found  the  enemy  at  Silver  Eun  Creek,  two  miles  this  side  of 
Taylor’s  Hole.  The  enemy,  two  brigades  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry,  was  in 
barricades.  The  skirmish  line  could  not  dislodge  them,  and  Colonel  B. 
was  ordered  not  to  use  his  line  of  battle.  He  says  that  he  could  have 
driven  them  could  he  have  used  his  entire  force.  Casualties,  1 officer 
wounded,  1 enlisted  man  killed  and  2 wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  T.  WAED, 

Brigadier- Getter al,  TJ,  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division, 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

March  14,  1865, 

General  Ward,  Co^nmanding,  dvc,: 

General  : Orders  just  received  from  General  Sherman  state  that  the 
cavalry  are  to  commence  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  at  3 a.  m.  to- 
morrow morning,  and  that  they  are  to  precede  our  column.  Therefore 
the  general  commanding  directs  that  you  give  them  the  right  of  way. 
In  case  they  have  not  all  passed  at  6.30  you  will  have  to  delay  your 
movement  till  they  pass  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEEKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  14,  1865, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  W ashington,  D,  C. : 

Sir  : Soon  after  the  capture  of  Wilmington  I received  a letter  from 
the  Adjutant-General  condemning  my  use  of  the  steamer  Spaulding  for 
my  quarters,  and  inclosing  an  order  of  the  War  Department  on  the 
subject.*  I was  not  before  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  an  order. 
If  I had  been  I hope  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I would  not 
have  disobeyed  it.  When  the  order  was  received  I had  already  discon- 
tinued the  use  of  the  steamer,  and  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make 
any  reply  to  tlie  letter  from  the  Adjutant-General.  But  I have  been 
informed  that  tlie  circumstances  were  misunderstood  by  you,  and  I 
desire  simply  to  place  the  matter  in  its  proper  light.  I arrived  in  Cape 
Fear  Eiver  without  tents,  wagons,  and  the  few  wagons  there,  and  even 
now,  in  the  department  were  insufficient  to  haul  supplies  to  the  troops. 
I had  no  means  of  living  on  shore,  nor  of  moving  my  camp  if  I had  one. 
Almost  constant  use  of  a steamer  was  a necessity  to  me.  The  troops 
were  operating  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  I had  to  keep  habitually  in 

* Sec  Towusend  to  Sclioticld,  February  23,  p.  545. 
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cominiiui cation  with  both  columns,  and  to  join  either  quickly  when  cir- 
cumstances required  my  presence  bn  that  part  of  the  field.  This  could 
not  have  been  done  in  any  other  way  than  the  one  I adopted,  and  even 
in  that  way  it  Avas  very  difficult.  I was  always  on  shore  when  important 
operations  were  going  on  only  on  one  side  of  the  river,  and  often  until 
late  at  night.  On  one  occasion  I roAved  ashore  a mile  in  a small  boat, 
and  then  rode  to  a distant  camp  late  at  night  to  learn  the  exact  situa- 
tion and  decide  upon  the  next  day’s  operations,  thus  accomplishing  by 
a hard  night’s  work  what  I could  not  have  done  at  all  had  1 been  on 
the  other  side  of  the  rwer.  It  is  uoav  certain  that  the  operations  of  the 
21st  would  have  failed  instead  of  resulting  in  the  capture  of  Wilmiug- 
toii,  if  I had  been  AAdth  either  column,  instead  of  where  I could  commu- 
nicate Avith  both  in  a reasonable  time.  All  the  steamers  in  the  harbor 
were  fully  occupied  except  the  Spaulding,  which  Avas  lying  idle  without 
a single  sick  or  wounded  man  on  board,  and  Avas  of  no  use  but  to  fur- 
nish quarters  for  three  assistant  surgeons,  who  had  nothing  to  do  but 
lounge  in  the  steamer’s  cabin.  The  only  evil  resulting  from  my  use  of 
the  Spaulding  was  by  depriving  the  three  medical  officers  of  a portion 
of  their  superior  quarters.  It  did  not  in  the  least  divert  the  steamer 
from  its  legitimate  use,  but  on  the  contrary  facilitated  its  use  as  a hos- 
pital, as  it  gradually  became  desirable  to  so  use  it,  for  by  keeping  it 
with  me  as  near  the  troops  as  i)ossible  I was  able  to,  and  did,  have  the 
wounded  brought  off  in  small  boats  and  properly  cared  for  on  the 
steamer  immediately  after  each  engagement.  My  use  of  the  steamer 
was  in  Adolation,  though  unintentional,  of  your  orders.  This  I regret, 
and  ofier  my  apologies  for  it.  Had  the  assistant  surgeons  in  charge  of 
the  boat  shown  the  ordinary  civilities  common  among  gentlemen,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  respect  due  to  a military  superior,  I would  probably  not 
have  been  left  in  ignorance  of  the  order  I was  about  to  violate.  I went 
aboard  of  the  Spaulding  with  a single  staff  officer,  cold  and  sick,  after  an 
uncomfortable  sea  voyage,  and  after  seeking  in  vain  for  other  quarters. 
The  medical  officers  on  board  did  not  even  extend  the  greeting  common 
among  gentlemen,  much  less  invite  me  to  take  a seat  or  bed  in  their 
comfortable  cabin,  but  left  me  to  such  accommodations  as  the  gentle- 
manly ca])tain  of  the  vessel  was  able  to  furnish  out  of  the  small  propor- 
tion remaining  under  his  control.  Under  the  circumstances  I have  no 
regret  for  the  slight  inconvenience  caused  them,  and  which  they  have 
made  the  occasion  of  a report  to  the  Surgeon-General,  Avliich  at  least  it 
is  fair  to  ])resume  from  the  result  was  not  a just  statement  of  the  facts. 
While  I do  not  desire  that  this  explanation  be  regarded  as  unofficial, 
I wish  to  be  understood  as  making  it  purely  out  of  regard  for  your  good 
oi)inion  ])ersonally,  and  to  show  you  that  I have  not  intentionally  dis- 
regarded your  orders,  nor  done  anything  prejudicial  to  the  public  inter- 
ests. 

I am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters- Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Kinston^  Mareli  14^  1805. 

Lieut.  Ceil.  U.  S.  Grant, 

(jommandinfi  Armies  of  the  United  States^  City  Point.,  Va.: 
General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I occupied  Kinston  this 
morning  Avithout  opposition.  The  bridge  across  the  Neuse  is  burned, 
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and  the  irou-clad  ram  is  partially  sunk,  and  is  still  burning.  The  enemy 
left  two  heavy  guns  and  a large  amount  of  ammunition  in  the  works  at 
the  bridge.  These  works  are  as  formidable  as  any  I have  yet  seen.  I 
have  ordered  up  light  steamers  from  New  Berne  with  supplies,  and  have 
put  a large  force  upon  the  railroad  to  help  the  construction  corps  to 
push  the  road  through  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

My  present  information  is  that  the  enemy  is  moving  his  stores  from 
Goldsborough  to  Raleigh,  and  preparing  to  concentrate  all  his  force  at 
that  place.  The  general  impression  is  that  Sherman  is  moving  from 
Fayetteville  straight  for  Raleigh,  and  no  doubt  that  will  be  the  appear- 
ance, at  least,  of  his  movement.  It  is  probable  that  I can  occupy 
Goldsborough  at  any  time  when  I can  supply  myself  there.  Yet  the 
enemy  will  doubtless  renew  the  attemi)t  he  made  on  the  8th  and  10th 
as  soon  as  I get  near  enough  for  Johnston  to  strike  me  with  his  com- 
bined forces  and  then  recover  his  position  in  front  of  Sherman.  This 
I will  have  to  look  out  for,  and  yet  I must  push  the  enemy  all  I can,  to 
diminish  the  resistance  in  Sherman’s  front.  My  aim  will  be  to  occupy 
Goldsborough  about  the  20th  instant,  and  then  open  communication 
with  Sherman.  This  will  be  easy,  if  he,  after  threatening  Raleigh, 
marches  ra])idly  for  Goldsborough,  as  seems  to  be  his  plan.  Bragg  had 
here  Hoke’s  division,  Lee’s  corps,  and  a part  of  Stewart’s  corps — I think 
about  15,000  men.  The  remainder  of  Johnston’s  army,  including  Har- 
dee’s force,  I presume  to  be  in  front  of  Sherman.  The  whole,  I suppose, 
amounts  to  about  30,000,  if  Lee  has  not  sent  any  troops  from  Richmond 
recently.  Terry  is  ordered  to  join  me  with  such  force  as  can  be  spared 
from  Wilmington,  as  soon  as  he  can  get  wagons  enough  to  bring  him 
through,  but  he  will  hardly  reach  me  before  I unite  with  Sherman.  I 
apprehend  the  greatest  difficulty  will  be  the  matter  of  supplies.  We 
can.hardly  do  more  than  get  the  railroad  done  to  Kinston  by  the  20tlL 
How  much  damage  is  done  beyond  this  place  I have  not  learned,  but  it 
is  no  doubt  considerable.  If  Sherman  reaches  Goldsborough  by  the 
20th  he  will  probably  have  to  send  his  wagons  to  Kinston  for  supi)lies. 
I have  barely  teams  enough  to  haul  supplies  for  my  troops  three  or  four 
miles,  and  have  to  use  the  same  teams  to  haul  my  pontoon  train.  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  the  latter  to  the  river,  but  had  to  repair 
the  trestle-bridge  before  I could  cross.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
seems  impossible  to  make  my  junction  with  Sherman  beyond  Golds- 
borough  in  any  event,  and  I think  I am  right  in  making  the  reconstruc 
tion  of  the  road  the  primary  object  instead  of  trying  to  push  forward 
my  troops  more  rapidly  than  the  road  progresses.  A few  days  ago 
General  Hoke  sent  a proposition  to  General  Cox  to  exchange  prisoners, 
which,  by  my  direction,  the  latter  declined.  I do  not  understand  that 
I am  authorized  to  deliver  prisoners,  although  I am  to  receive  them; 
and  there  are  important  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  done  here.  But 
I respectfully  request  to  be  informed  of  your  wishes  on  the  subject. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  Fayetteville,  K.  (7.,  Tuesday,  March  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding  at  New  Berne: 

General:  I am  now  across  Cape  Fear  River,  and  to  morrow  shall 
draw  out  ten  miles,  and  next  day,  if  weather  is  favorable,  will  begin  to 
maneuver  on  Goldsborough.  I shall  feign  strong  on  Raleigh  by 
approaching,  and,  it  may  be,  striking  the  railroad  half  way  between 
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Goldsborough  and  Ealeighj  then,  as  soon  as  the  wagons  are  well 
toward  Faison’s,  will  swing  rapidly  in  front  of  Goldsborough,  but  will 
not  cross  the  Eeuse  till  I hear  from  you.  You  must  ]Dush  vigorously 
toward  Kinston  and  Goldsborough  with  the  absolute  certainty  that  I 
will  engage  the  attention  of  Joe  Johnston’s  army  to  the  west  and  south- 
west of  Goldsborough.  Let  the  railroad  construction  party  push  its 
work  at  least  as  far  as  Kinston.  1 want  you  to  draw  up  Terry’s  force 
also,  either  by  water  or  by  a land  march.  The  latter  will  be  best.  On 
making  a junction,  I can  spare  General  Terry  200  wagons  and  you  300. 
I think  we  have  transportation  enough  for  100,000  men.  Be  sure  to 
accumulate  food  for  my  army,  and  especially  clothing.  Tell  General 
Easton  we  will  need  at  least  100,000  suits  of  clothing.  Our  animals 
are  in  good  condition,  and  have  been  accustomed  to  a full  ration  of 
fodder.  They  will  wail  piteously  if  put  on  a mere  grain  ration.  If  not 
delayed  much  at  Goldsborough  we  can  soon  gain  a good  fodder  country. 
You  must  now  push  as  boldly  as  possible  straight  on  Goldsborough, 
and  I will  do  the  same.  Joe  Johnston  may  try  to  interpose,  in  which 
case  we  must  strike  him  as  near  at  the  same  time  as  possible.  If  he 
crosses  Keuse  to  the  south  you  must  do  the  same,  but  I think  he  will 
await  us  at  Goldsborough  or  Ealeigh,  and  I hope,  at  both.  Consoli- 
date your  command  at  once  into  an  army,  the  Center  of  this.  General 
Howard  has  the  Eight  Wing,  and  Geueral  Slocum  the  Left.  You  can 
have  Terry’s  troops,  but  I want  the  detachments  that  belong  to  this 
army  to  join  their  respective  brigades  as  quick  as  possible.  I under- 
stand that  Meagher’s  division  is  composed  wholly  of  detachments  that 
belong  to  the  corps  now  with  me — Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  Fourteenth, 
and  Twentieth.  I will  want  to  give  Kili^atrick  as  much  cavalry  as 
possible,  as  he  has  a heavy  load  to  carry.  He  has  to  look  out  for 
Hampton,  Wheeler,  and  Butler,  all  accounted  first  class  men.  I take 
it  for  granted  that  Joe  Johnston  has  now  S.  D.  Lee’s  corps,  4,000; 
Cheatham’s,  5,000;  Hoke’s,  8,000;  Hardee’s,  10,000,  and  detachments 
about  10,000 — 37,000,  with  near  8,000  cavalry.  Our  duty  is  to  efiect  a 
junction  south  of  Keuse,  but  if  you  can  get  fcnston  whilst  Johnston  is 
engaged  with  me,  do  so,  and  push  on  toward  Goldsborough.  I will 
attack  the  Ealeigh  road.  Get  your  supplies  as  far  forward  as  possible, 
that  I may  quickly  replenish. 

I am,  yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major- General j Co^nmanding, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Fayetteville^  N.  0.,  March  14,  1865. 

General  Dodge, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Wilmington  (Present) : 

Dear  Sir  : I am  compelled  to  clear  my  camps  of  refugees,  white  and 
black,  that  have  clung  to  us  during  our  march  through  South  Caroliua, 
and  have  ordered  Major  Windsor’s  One  hundred  and  sixteenth  Illinois 
to  gather  them  and  conduct  them,  with  such  means  as  we  can  spare,  to 
Wilmington.  I hardly  know  myself  what  numbers  will  go,  and  what 
proportions  are  able-bodied,  but  fear  they  are  all  helpless.  You  may 
send  all  blacks  to  General  Eufus  Saxton,  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  all 
whites  not  absorbed  by  the  usual  demand  you  may  send  in  return  char- 
tered vessels  to  New  York,  consigned  to  the  commissioners  of  emigra- 
tion. 

Yours,  truly. 


W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Kinston,  March  14j  1865, 

Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

Get  the  strength,  organization,  and  names  of  commanders  of  the 
troops  arriving  from  the  south  as  fast  as  they  arrive  and  inform  me. 
Have  all  that  are  not  required  at  Morehead  and  Kew  Beriie  made 
ready  to  come  to  the  front.  They  can  come  by  rail  as  far  as  it  will  not 
interfere  with  the  construction  of  the  road,  and  then  march.  Let  all 
wagons  for  the  front  march  from  Kew  Berne  with  suitable  guards,  and 
bring  light  loads  of  supplies  for  the  troops.  I have  telegraphed  Gen- 
eral Terry  to  march  the  main  body  of  his  troops  to  this  place. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Kinston,  March  14^  1865. 

Brigadier- General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 

The  enemy  has  abandoned  Kinston,  and  we  will  cross  the  river  as 
soon  as  bridge  can  be  put  across.  Send  up  the  supply  boats  at  once. 
Let  them  move  together  and  each  have  a strong  guard. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Colonel  Wright, 

New  Berne : 


Kinston,  March  14,  1865. 


I have  ordered  a detail  of  2,000  men  to  cut  ties  to-morrow,  and  will 
also  furnish  men  and  teams  to  as  sist  in  getting  out  timber  for  the  rail- 
road bridge. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  Ge^ieral. 


Kew  Berne,  March  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  I have  notified  Mr.  Smeed  to  have  a 
force  of  bridge  builders  ready  to  move  to  the  river  as  soon  as  the 
wagons  arrive  at  Dover  Station  to  haul  up  the  tools,  &c.  I will  tele- 
graph him  at  once  about  the  teams  for  hauling  bridge  timber,  and  of 
the  force  sent  to  cut  ties.  The  third  division  of  the  construction  corps, 
COO  strong,  has  arrived  at  Morehead  and  will  go  to  the  front  to-morrow. 
This  is  a great  help  to  me,  and  I feel  confident  of  getting  through  in 
time. 

W.  W.  WEIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Kinston,  March  14^  1865. 


Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 

General  Gillmore  wants  steamers  to  transport  troops  of  General  Sher- 
man’s army  from  Hilton  Head.  He  also  wants  a cargo  of  coal.  Please 
send  them  if  you  can,  and  inform  me.  Also  let  a boat  run  to  Wilmington 
at  once  with  the  dispatches  I send  for  General  Terry. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 
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Morehead,  March  14,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I have  no  steamers  that  I can  send  to  Hilton  Head  for  troops.  Will 
probably  be  able  to  send  some  in  a few  days  if  any  come  in  from  the 
North.  What  number  of  troops  are  there  to  come  from  Hilton  Head? 
Have  no  coal  that  I can  send  to  General  Gillmore.  Will  send  your 
dispatches  to  Wilmington  as  soon  as  received. 

L.  0.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Nelson, 

Commanding  Army  Gmi-hoat  Shrapnel: 

Lieutenant  : The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  have 
your  boat  in  readiness  to  start  up  the  Neuse  River  at  daylight  to-mor- 
row morning  as  convoy  to  steamers  Ella  May  and  General  Shepley. 
You  will  be  expected  to  go  as  far  as  Kinston.  Further  orders  will  be 
sent  you  during  the  night. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  29.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  Infantry, 
with  his  regiment,  will  to-night  go  on  board  the  steamers  Ella  May  and 
General  Shepley  and  proceed  with  them  to  Kinston,  N.  C.,  acting  as 
guards.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  will  see  that  his 
officers  and  men  are  at  all  times  on  the  alert,  keeping  sharp  lookout  for 
guerrilla  bands  on  the  banks  of  the  stream.  The  boats  will  be  con- 
voyed by  the  army  gun-boat  Shrapnel.  Five  days^  rations  will  be 
drawn  before  starting. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Kinston,  N.  G.,  March  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 

General:  You  will  please  detail  from  your  command  1,000  men 
with  from  200  to  300  axes  to  cut  railroad  ties  and  distribute  them  along 
the  track.  Tliey  will  commence  where  the  road  strikes  the  Neuse  and 
work  southward  toward  New  Berne.  Let  the  work  be  commenced 
early  in  the  morning  and  pushed  with  vigor.  The  ties  are  to  be  cut 
from  eight  to  nine  feet  long,  seven  inches  thick,  and  with.faces  not  less 
than  five  inches  broad.  They  are  to  be  distributed  along  the  railroad 
at  the  rate  of  one  tie  to  every  two  feet  of  track. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 
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Kinston  Bridge,  March  14^  1865. 

Capt.  A.  0.  Ehind, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  New  Berne: 

I seut  your  dispatch  of  last  evening  to  General  Schofield,  and  sup- 
posed till  an  hour  ago  that  he  had  answered  it.  We  are  at  the  Kins- 
ton bridge.  The  ram  is  burnt;  her  wreck  is  in  sight.  The  torjjedo 
will  not,  therefore,  be  needed,  but  we  are  equally  obliged  to  you  for 
your  offer  to  rig  it.  A convoy  for  the  steamers  and  flats,  loaded  with 
rations,  is  the  only  thing  which  can  be  of  service  to  us  now.  There  is 
no  force  of  the  enemy  now  in  our  immediate  front  except  some  cavalry, 
the  remainder  of  the  force  which  Bragg  had  the  other  day  having 
gone  toward  Goldsborough.  Their  rear  guard  of  infantry  is  reported 
to  be  at  Falling  Creek,  seven  miles  from  Kinston,  injuring  the  railroad 
as  they  retire. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding  District. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 

New  Berne,  March  14,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox; 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  A small  gun-boat,  drawing  seven  feet, 
and  with  a heavy  battery,  arrived  here  this  morning.  1 am  getting  her 
ready  for  a trip  to  Kinston.  Will  send  up  some  boats  with  her.  The 
only  difficulty  I have  now  is  the  want  of  a good  pilot.  1 have  asked 
for  the  man  who  went  up  before.  Hope  to  get  the  gun-boat  off'  this 
evening.  She  has  a lOO-pounder  rifle  and  three  24-pounders.  If  the 
quartermasters  department  or  harbor  master  here  furnish  me  the  pilot 
you  will  find  tlie  boats  up  the  river  to-morrow. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

A.  0.  BHIXD, 

Commander . 


Kinston,  March  14,  1865. 

Capt.  A.  0.  Ehind, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces: 

1 Avill  telegraph  the  harbor  master  to  get  you  a good  pilot  immedi- 
ately, if  possible.  Eeports,  apparently  reliable,  show  that  the  enemy 
have  left  Goldsborough  also  and  that  Bragg  lias  joined  Johnston  at 
Smithville  [Smithfield],  half  way  between  Goldsborough  and  Ealeigh. 
Slierman  is  approaching  Goldsborough  and  we  hope  to  have  communi- 
cation open  with  him  in  a few  days. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Kinston,  March  14,  1865. 

Captain  Lowman, 

Harbor  Master,  Neiv  Berne : 

Try  to  find  a river  ihlot  for  Captain  Ehind,  of  the  Xavy,  and  have  him 
report  to  bring  up  a gun -boat.  Make  every  effort  to  do  this  to-night. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-General,  Commanding  District. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Kinston^  N.  0.,  March  14,  1865. 

Colonel  Stewart, 

Commanding  Post,  New  Berne: 

Sir  : You  will  x^lease  order  all  cavalrymen  that  are  now  at  the  rear 
(in  New  Berne,  Fort  Anderson,  &c.)  that  can  possibly  be  equipped  for 
held  service  to  report  without  delay  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Brio.,  First  Div., 

Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 

No.  1.  ) Near  Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  35,  headquarters  First  Divis- 
ion, Twenty-third  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  I hereby  assume  com- 
mand of  this  brigade.  The  staff  of  the  brigade  for  the  present  will 
remain  as  now  organized. 

I.  N.  STILES, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Kinston,  N.  G.,  March  14,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  X.  Couch, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  23d  Army  Corps: 

General:  You  will  idease  detail  a force  of  1,000  men,  with  the 
proper  i)roportion  of  officers,  to  cut  railroad  ties  and  distribute  them 
along  the  track.  The  i^arty  should  be  furnished  with  from  200  to  300 
axes.  The  ties  should  be  cut  from  eight  to  nine  feet  long,  seven  inches 
thick,  and  with  faces  not  less  than  five  inches  broad.  They  are  to  be 
distributed  along  the  roadbed  at  the  rate  of  one  tie  for  eveiy  two  feet 
of  track.  Your  force  is  to  commence  work  where  the  railroad  crosses 
Southwest  Creek,  and  work  toward  New  Berne  until  it  meets  the  con- 
struction corps,  and  then  toward  Kinston  until  it  meets  the  force 
detailed  from  General  Cox’s  command.  Let  the  work  be  commenced 
early  in  the  morning  and  j)ushed  with  vigor  until  completed. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  opposite  Fayetteville,  Tuesday.,  March  14,  1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding,  dvc.,  Wilmington: 

General  : Quartermaster-General  Dodge  is  now  with  me,  and  I have 
explained  many  tilings  to  liim.  I want  your  9,000  infantry  up  at  Golds- 
borough  as  soon  as  jiossible.  I begin  my  movement  to-morrow  and  if 
the  weather  is  at  all  favorable  will  be  opi)osite  Goldsborough  in  five 
days.  I think  your  best  ])laii  is  to  move  up  as  light  as  possible  by  the 
best  road.  When  you  effect  a junction  I can  supidy  you  200  wagons. 
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Until  we  get  Goldsborougli  reduced  to  possession  and  its  railroad  down 
we  will  not  Rave  much  marching.  General  Schofield  should  push  his 
railroad  from  New  Berne,  and  your  branch  should  be  kept  movnig  as 
fast  as  possible.  Colonel  Wright  has  but  a limited  force,  but  I will 
write  to  General  Schofield  to  send  some  of  Colonel  Wright’s  foremen 
and  also  one  or  two  regiments  of  negro  troops  as  laborers.  As  I 
approach  the  road,  the  enemy  will  doubtless  remove  as  much  of  the 
iron  as  he  can.  I have  asked  Captain  Young  to  keep  up  an  active 
movement  along  Cape  Fear  Eiver  to  make  Joe  Johnston  believe  that  1 
have  resupplied  my  wagons  and  can  stand  a thirty  days’  cami^aign.  I 
shall  feign  strong  on  Ealeigh,  but  actually  approach  Goldsborough,  but 
will  not  attempt  Goldsborough  till  I have  Kinston  and  the  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Neuse,  so  that  I can  draw  supplies  from  New  Berne, 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Neuse.  That  once  done,  I think  I can  get 
Goldsborough  quick.  I may,  however,  do  so  at  once,  according  to 
appearances,  as  I approach  the  place.  I am  much  obliged  for  the  sup- 
plies, but  would  suggest  that  you  estimate  to  keep  on  hand  always 
1,000,000  of  rations,  independent  of  your  own  wants.  I feel  confident 
that  Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith  have  full  supplies  for  me  about 
New  Berne. 

I am,  truly,  yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Major-General  Terry: 


Kinston,  March  14.,  1865. 


I desire  such  portion  of  your  troops  as  can  be  spared  from  the  defense 
of  Wilmington  to  join  me  here  by  a rapid  march.  The  force  necessary 
to  be  left  will  depend  upon  the  whereabouts  of  Hardee.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  leave  General  Paine’s  division.  Of  this  you  must  be  the 
judge.  Let  the  troops  take  the  route  pursued  by  General  Couch  until 
they  cross  the  Trent,  and  then  take  the  straight  road  to  Kinston.  The 
march  can  be  made  in  six  days.  Send  along  a considerable  body  of 
cavalry,  and  let  them  conceal  the  infantry  from,  the  enemy’s  scouts.  I 
will  concentrate  your  coiqis  liere  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

WUmingion^  A.  C.,  March  14^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General  : I have  received  your  letters  of  the  12th  and  13th.  T sent 
you  by  the  steamer  Howard  yesterday  158,000  rations  of  cofiee — all  we 
had — and  all  our  sugar;  by  the  Lady  Lang  a load  of  forage.  I send 
to-day  by  the  Mary  lienton  3,800  pairs  of  shoes  and  2,400  pairs  of  boots. 
The  shoes  and  boots  arrived  here  this  morning  from  Beaufort,  and  were 
intended  for  my  own  troops,  who  are  much  in  need  of  them;  but  I sup- 
pose the  necessities  of  your  main  army  in  this  respect  are  much  greater 
than  mine  and  I therefore  send  them  to  you.  I also  send  by  the  Ben- 
ton 1,500  boxes  of  hard  bread.  We  have  no  clothing  of  any  descrip- 
tion liere.  All  the  supplies  have  been  sent  to  Beaufort.  When  Gen- 
eral Couch  left  here  my  wagons  were  taken  to  supply  him.  Others  are 
now  on  transports  oft’  the  bar,  but  the  vessels  are  of  too  heavy  draft 
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to  come  into  the  river.  I expect  to  transship  and  get  them  up  liere 
to-morrow.  I cannot  start  from  here  until  day  after  to-morrow  morning. 
I think  that  I can  reach  Faison’s  Depot  Sunday  night.  My  transporta- 
tion will  be  very  short  and  I shall  need  supplies  very  soon  after  reach- 
ing Faison’s,  but  I think  General  Schofield  will  have- wagons  to  spare 
and  I shall  write  to  him  to  send  them  across  to  me  from  Kinston  with 
subsistence.  I inclose  a copy  of  a dispatch  which  I received  from  him 
this  morning.* 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  H.  TEEEY, 

Major- Oeneral. 


[Indorsement.] 

I have  taken  the  liberty  of  opening  and  reading  as  you  were  so  far 
away.  I will  write  a note  to  General  Terry.  -You  could  get  one  to  the 
boat  before  it  will  leave. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ')  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Department  of  Korth  Carolina-, 

Ko.  58.  ) Wilmington j N.  0.,  March  14,  1865. 

#****## 

II.  The  detachment  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  Coau,  Forty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers,  commanding,  and  the  pontoon  detachment,  Maj.  H.  Y. 
Slosson,  Fifteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding,  now  at  Levison 
Creek,  N.  C.,  will,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  return  to  Wilmington 
with  all  possible  speed,  marching  day  and  night  until  their  arrival  at 
the  city. 

##***#* 

IV.  The  Second  Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 

A.  Ames  commanding,  will  move  from  its  encampment  at  1 p.  m.  to- 
morrow and  proceed  to  Northeast  Station,  where  it  will  bivouac  for  the 
night.  The  troops  will  carry  upon  their  x^ersons  rations  for  three  days 
after  to-morrow  morning,  and rounds  of  ammunition. 

V.  Until  further  orders,  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Independent  Bat- 
tery will  report  to  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames,  commanding  Second 
Division,  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps,  and  Light  Comxiany  E,  Third  U.  S. 
Artillery,  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine,  commanding  Third 
Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutayit- Oeneral. 


Circular,  ) IIdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  17.  ) Northeast  Station,  N.  G.,  March  14,  1865. 

We  shall  move  speedily.  But  one  wagon  will  be  allowed  to  a regiment 
for  baggage.  Brigade  headquarters  wagons  will  be  cut  down  also. 


See  12th,  p.  803. 
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Have  your  baggage  reduced  accordingly,  and  do  it  to-day.  Surplus 
baggage  can  be  stored  in  Wilmington.  You  will  send  all  your  wagons 
in  town  this  afternoon  to  haul  subsistence  stores  and  forage. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  0.  J.  Paine: 

SOLOK  A.  CARTEE, 
Assistmit  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,^  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 

Aloreheadj  March  14^  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

1 arrived  here  this  morning  with  1,000  men  of  this  division.  Am 
now  lauding  troops,  and  at  suggestion  of  General  Easton  leave  for 
New  Berne  by  railroad  this  p.  m. 

Respectfully, 

H.  W.  BIRGE, 

Brigadier- General.,  Commanding  Division. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston.,  S.  (7.,  March  14,  I860. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Departmcfit  of  the  South: 

General:  If  you  will  order  the  quartermaster  to  have  a coal  vessel 
towed  here  by  the  Coit  and  send  me  one  or  two  steamers  it  would  be 
of  great  service  at  present.  Both  the  tin-clads  are  broken  down.  The 
machinery  is  partially  cog-wheeled,  the  cogs  are  broken,  and  the 
steamers  necessarily  useless.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  foundry  here 
will  cast  new  wheels  as  soon  as  the  molds  can  be  prepared  and  coal 
obtained.  It  is  a great  pity,  for  I am  told  the  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  with  a large  party  of  officials,  is  not  far  from  the  Santee,  on 
the  Wilmington  railroad,  waiting  the  repairing  of  the  bridge  over  the 
Wateree.  The  only  steamer  I have  here  is  the  Anna  Maria.  One  of 
Colonel  Hallowell’s  brigades  has  left.  I am  very  sorry  I had  not 
your  permission  to  substitute  the  Twenty-first  for  the  Thirty-third  U. 
S.  Colored  Troops  in  time.  I send  a section  of  the  battery  from  Beau- 
fort on  the  Coit,  and  will  send  the  remainder  as  soon  as  transporta- 
tion can  be  procured.  The  One  hundred  and  forty-fourth  [New  York] 
and  Thirty-second  | U.  S.  Colored  Troops]  are  only  waiting  transporta- 
tion. I will  set  the  negroes  to  work  on  the  fortifications  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P HATCH, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 
Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  13th  instant.  1 have  issued  instructions  for  tlie  regiments  named 
by  you  to  be  ready  to  move,  and  will  use  every  exertion  to  have  them 
put  in  serviceable  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

V Department  of  the  South, 

No.  50.  ) Charleston^  IS.  0.,  March  14^  2865. 

#**##** 

III.  Battery  A,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  now  on  duty  in  this 
district,  is  hereby  relieved,  and  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  as  early 
as  transportation  can  be  furnished. 

IV.  The  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York  and  the  Fifty-second 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Regiments  will  be  put  in  readiness  for  imme- 
diate embarkation.  All  the  officers  detailed  from  these  regiments  will 
be,  if  within  the  limits  of  this  district,  relieved  and  returned  to  regi- 
mental duty.  Any  equipment  necessary  to  put  these  regiments  in  a 
condition  to  take  the  field  will  be  furnished  on  requisition,  which  must 
be  immediately  forwarded.  All  surplus  supplies  not  necessary  for  field 
service  will  be  turned  in,  as  transportation  will  be  limited,  and  as  the 
point  at  which  the  command  will  embark  is  in  the  vicinity  of  active 
operations,  trunks,  boxes,  or  furniture  will  not  be  taken  with  the  troops. 

* * * * 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  14,  1865. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Hartwell, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Bachersville,  8.  C. : 

General:  In  reply  to  the  information  solicited  by  you  in  your 
communication  to  these  headquarters  of  the  13th  in  regard  to  passing 
citizens  into  and  out  of  our  lines,  I am  instructed  by  the  brigadier- 
general  commanding  to  inform  you  that  the  following  rules  will  be 
adhered  to  in  passing  citizens  out  of  your  lines:  No  citizen  will  be 
allowed  to  pass  out  of  your  lines  at  any  time  without  a pass  emanating 
from  the  department  or  district  commanders.  In  allowing  citizens  to 
enter  the  lines  you  will  observe  the  following  rules:  First.  Citizens 
(refugees,  &c.)  who  desire  after  entering  to  remain  within  the  lines 
may  be  admitted.  Second.  Those  who  wish  to  enter  the  city  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  may  be  admitted  (in  return- 
ing those  persons  must  have  a proper  pass).  Third.  Those  having 
I)ermission  to  enter  from  department  or  district  commanders  will  be 
admitted.  I would  further  state  that  in  passing  persons  out  of  the 
lines  the  guard  has  no  discretionary  power  whatever;  that  contrabands 
will  be  governed  by  same  regulations  as  whites,  and  that  the  oath  of 
allegiance  or  certificate  of  having  taken  it  is  no  pass,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  case  of  refugees  entering  the  lines.  All  xmoperty  carried 
in  or  out  of  the  lines  must  be  stated  on  the  pass  of  the  person  in  charge, 
or  on  a separate  one. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDGAR  B.  VAN  WINKLE, 
Captain,  Chief  of  8tafi‘,  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  IS.  C.,  March  14.,  1865. 

Col.  P.  P.  Brown, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Forces,  Georgetown : 

Colonel:  I wish  you  would  send  an  expedition  up  the  Waccamaw 
River,  to  land  on  the  east  side  about  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  sweep 
the  whole  country  between  the  river  and  sea  to  the  point  opposite 
Georgetown.  Bring  in  all  the  mules  and  horses  suitable  for  Govern- 
ment use,  and  get  all  the  recruits  you  can.  If  the  expedition  prove 
successful,  try  one  up  the  Black  River  and  sween  the  country  to  the 
Pedee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Louisville,  March  14, 1865. 

' (Received  6.50  p.  m.) 

Major-General  Halleck: 

I have  notice  that  5,000  will  leave  here  in  two  or  three  days  from 
Nashville,  destined  for  New  Berne,  N.  C.  To  what  point  on  the  coast 
shall  I send  them*?  Baltimore,  or  New  York,  or  elsewhere? 

R.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 

March  15,  1865. 

Quartermaster-General  : 

General  Allen  has  been  directed  to  send  the  troops  here  for  shipment. 
Arrangements  should  be  made  for  transportation  over  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


City  Point,  Ya.,  March  15,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  Richmond  papers  of  to-day  are  received,  but  they  contain  no 
news  of  interest.  The  following  paragraph  from  the  Examiner  is  all 
that  is  worth  telegraphing:* 

NORTH  AND  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

We  are  still  without  official  dispatches  from  the  army  under  General  Johnston,  hut 
the  progress  of  Sherman  is  evidently  embarrassed  by  difficulties  he  did  not  expect, 
and  those  Raleigh  newspapers  which  but  lately  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  occupy 
Raleigh  without  opposition,  and  then  go  wherever  he  pleased,  have  changed  their 
minds.  Everything  that  is  known  from  that  quarter  is  encouraging.  There  are 
other  military  movements  on  foot,  to  which  it  would  be  premature  to  allude. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


For  portion  lelating  to  operations  in  Virginia,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  986. 
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H'dqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
l7i  the  Field,  07i  the  Raleigh  Road,  March  15,  1865 — 12  m. 

(Eeceived  7 p.  m.) 

Captain  Keyser, 

V.  S.  SteaMcr  Eolus,  Fayetteville : 

Captain  : Lest  I may  not  liave  been  sufficiently  minute  in  my  request 
of  Captain  Young,  I will  now  repeat  that  I am  moving  toward  Kaleigh, 
but  will  swing  over  to  Goldsborough.  To-night  I will  be  at  Kyle’s 
Landing  5 to-morrow,  near  the  bridge  across  Korth  Eiver,  and  the  day 
after  near  Bentonville.  It  may  be  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to 
oppose  me,  in  which  case  it  might  become  of  some  importance  that  I' 
should  send  orders  to  Wilmington  and  Weldon.  I therefore  ask  that 
the  Eolus  remain  as  near  Fayetteville  as  possible,  according  to  the 
stage  of  the  water,  and  I think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a tug  messen- 
ger boat.  If  Captain  Young  has  none  to  spare,  I wish  you  would  write 
to  General  Dodge,  at  Wilmington,  saying  that  I want  the  army  tug  to 
keep  moving  up  and  down  till  it  is  known  that  I am  at  Goldsborough 
or  in  communication  with  General  Schofield.  I have  no  doubt,  also, 
that  a good  many  of  our  sick  and  footsore  men  will  hang  about  the 
landing;  they  must  not  be  allowed  to  sufi'er,  though  their  officers  should 
have  iirovided  for  them.  If  you  find  any  such  clinging  about  the  land- 
ing, have  them  camp  near  your  boat  on  this  bank,  and  send  word  to 
General  Dodge,  chief  quartermaster,  to  send  a boat  for  them.  I ordered 
him  yesterday  to  keep  boats  coming  up  as  long  as  there  seemed  a 
chance  of  their  being  needed.  If  Colonel  Garber,  my  chief  quarter- 
master, is  there,  show  him  this  letter,  and  he  will  attend  to  the  details 
referred  to  in  the  last  part  of  this  letter,  but  if  Colonel  Garber  is  not 
there,  I have  no  other  alternative  but  to  ask  your  kind  assistance.  I 
send  two  couriers  with  this.  Please  take  charge  of  them  and  send 
them  back  to  me  in  the  morning  with  any  news,  letters,  or  papers  you 
may  have.  My  last.Kew  York  dates,  are  to  the  6th. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Ge7ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cadets  Plantation,  N.  C,,, March  15,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General  : General  Blair  has  reached  and  crossed  one  division  over 
South  River.  The  enemy  had  not  destroyed  the  bridge  but  had  a 
regiment  of  Jeffi.  Davis’  Legion,  Young’s  division,  on  the  other 
side.  In«liargiiig  across  we  had  1 officer  (Captain  Woodbury,  Ninth 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry)  killed,,  and  2 men  wounded..  On  the  other 
bank  we  found  1 rebel  dead,  and  1 wounded.  The  prisoners  report  a 
brigade  at  the  other  crossing — General  Logan’s.  The  country  seems 
to  be  all  swampy  in  that  direction.  General.  Corse  was  within  three 
niiles  of  his  crossing  at  3 p.  m.  to-day,  and  his  cavalry  at  the  crossing. 
The  bridge  had  been  burned,  but  he  has  probably  repaired  it  by  this 
time.  There  was  a small  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy-on  the  other  bank. 
There  is,  as  we  supi)osed,  a Raleigh  road  soon  after  crossing  Logan’s 
bridge. 

Respectfully,  O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  (Jeneral. 
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Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  61. 

* * 


Headquarters  Department  and 

Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Cade’s  FLantatio7i,  A.  C.,  March  15^  1865. 


II.  Maj.  Greu.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
with  the  disencumbered  divisions  of  his  corps,  will  cross  South  River 
to-morrow  and  move  on  the  first  practicable  road  leading  to  the  left  of 
the  Fayetteville  and  Bentouville  road.  The  surplus  trains  of  the  corps 
with  their  guard  will  continue  on  the  direct  road  to  Beaman’s  Cross- 
Roads.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
will  move  via  Oweusville  toward  Clinton,  awaiting  further  orders  at  the 
forks  west  of  the  Great  Cohera  or  Black  River.  The  bridge  train  will 
continue  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  These  headquarters  will  bft 
established  to-morrow  night  near  the  leading  division:  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 


* *****  * 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A..  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

JEast  side  of  Gape  Fear  River.,  near  the 

Pontoon  Crossing.,  March  15,  1865. 

Maj,  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  while  my  troops  have  to  day 
remained  in  camp  at  the  point  as  designated  in  my  report  of  las^ 
night,  I have  been  busily  engaged  in  getting  the  balance  of  my  train 
over  the  pontoon,  as  my  column  was  cut  last  night  while  crossing  by 
General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  and  1 was  unable  to  get  the  bridge  again 
until  to-day.  The  crossing  at  this  side  was  very  difficult  owing  to  the 
very  steep  bank.  I managed,  however,  to  get  everything  across  by 
4.30  this  p.  m.  Under  the  direction  of  Captain  Henry,  provost  marshal 
for  the  division,  the  refugees  and  contrabands  were  sent  off’  Irom  my 
division  this  evening.. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General 


Hdqrs.  Second,  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  South  River,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : 1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  marched  at  II 
a.  in.  to-day  on  the  Goldsborongli  road,  and  camped  at  Bethany  Church, 
near  South  River,  in  rear  of  Fourtli  Division,  having  marched  ten  miles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Sotith  River ^ N.  (7.,  March  15,  1865, 

Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders 
received,  having  left  all  supply  trains  to  follow  with  the  corps  train, 
this  command  moved  from  camp  near  Fayetteville  at  2 o’clock  this 
p.  m.,  supplied  with  five  days’  rations  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition 
per  man,  on  main  Goldsborough  road,  and  marched,  following  the 
Second  Division,  twelve  miles,  encamping  one  mile  and  a half  west  of 
South  River  between  7 and  8 j).  m.,  on  both  sides  of  the  road  in  rear  of 
the  Second  Division,  the  infantry  in  column  by  regiments,  the  artillery 
and  trains  in  the  rear.  One-half  of  the  iiioiieer  corps  was  left  with 
the  trains.  Twenty-three  officers  and  284  enlisted  men,  whose  term  of 
service  had  expired,  were  ordered  to  guard  refugee  train  to  Wilming- 
ton, JN.  0.,  and  upon  arrival  there  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
The  roads  were  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  heavy  rains  which 
fell  during  all  of  the  afternoon  and  evening.  These  headquarters  are 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  South  River,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major-  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  instant  my  com- 
mand remained  in  camp  at  Powe’s  plantation,  near  Cheraw,  S.  C.,  with 
the  exception  of  one  brigade,  which,  pursuant  to  orders  from  corps 
headquarters,  was  sent  into  the  city  of  Cheraw  to  relieve  a brigade  of 
the  Seventeenth  Corps  doing  provost  duty. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  V Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  V In  the  Field,  South  River,  N.  C., 

No.  44.  ) March  15,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  0.30 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  ICth  instant,  crossing  South  River.  The  Second 
Brigade  will  hold  the  advance,  followed  by  the  Third  Brigade,  the 
First  Brigade  moving  in  rear  and  closing  the  column.  The  infantry, 
with  the  exception  of  two  regiments  in  advance  and  one  in  rear  of 
trains,  will  move  by  the  side  of  trains  (to  the  right);  trains  the  same 
as  to-day,  and,  under  any  circumstances,  be  well  closed  up.  The 
advance  guard  will  place  guards  at  all  occui)ied  houses,  remaining 
until  relieved  by  those  of  the  division  following,  as  directed  by  existing 
orders,  &c. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cade’s  Plantation^  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeeyith  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  commanding  has  ordered  that  the  surplus 
trains  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  will  follow  that  corps  instead  of  your 
column,  as  directed  in  paragraph  lY  of  yesterday’s  order.  The  pon- 
toon train  will  close  up  on  and  follow  your  corps,  and  you  are  directed 
to  furnish  a guard  of  one  regiment  to  accompany  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Cade’s  Plantation,  March  15 ^ 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  refugee 
train,  containing  6,000  to  8,000  refugees,  with  a sufficient  guard,  will 
follow  in  the  rear  of  your  column,  leaving  here  to-morrow  morning  and 
taking  the  same  roads  as  far  as  Clinton,  and  requests  me  to  direct  you 
not  to  destroy  any  bridges  you  may  build,  and  when  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  use  any  pontoon- boats  for  bridges  they  will  be  left  until  after 
the  refugee  train  has  passed  and  then  be  ordered  to  resume  their  posi- 
tion in  the  line  of  march.  The  general  also  requests  you  to  pick  up 
such  wagons  and  teams  and  accumulate  such  supplies  for  the  use  of 
the  refugees  as  you  may  be  able  to,  which  will  be  left  at  Clinton  in 
charge  of  your  rear  guard  until  the  refugee  train  arrives  there.  From 
Clinton  the  refugee  train  will  march  directly  south  to  Wilmington. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Colonel  and  Provost- Marshal- General,  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  66.  ) On  South  River,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

The  movement  to-morrow  will  be  via  Owensborough  toward  Clinton. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First  Division,  will  commence 
crossing  his  train  to  the  other  side  of  South  River  at  6 a.  m.,  and  will 
park  it  on  the  other  side.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Smith  commanding,  will  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  8 
a.  m.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will 
follow  the  Fourth  Division.  The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower 
commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  detachment  of  the 
l)ontoon  train  will  follow  the  train  of  the  Fourth  Division.  The 
detachment  of  department  headquarters  train  will  follow  the  Third 
Division  train.  The  troops  will  move  on  the  right  of  the  train.  The 
Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  cross  the  river  at  7.30  a.  m.,  pro- 
vided the  train  of  the  First  Division  is  across  by  that  time.  If  not. 
they  will  follow  it. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  P'irst  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  South  River ^ N.  (7.,  March  15,  1865. 

Capt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain  Searle,  commanding  my  pioneer  corps,  reports  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  cross  the  river  with  the  train  of  my  division  without 
building  a bridge  about  sixty  yards  long  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
as  the  old  road  under  water  has  entirely  given  out  and  cannot  be 
repaired,  the  water  being  too  deep  and  bottom  very  soft.  My  pioneer 
corps  has  been  at  work  ever  since  the  head  of  the  column  moved 
across.  I would  respectfully  request  that  a pioneer  corps  from  one  of 
the  other  divisions  be  detailed  to  assist  in  constructing  a bridge  to-night. 
There  is  no  lumber  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Everything  will  have  to  be 
carried  from  the  other  side.  The  most  of  my  brigade  and  regimental 
wagons  are  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  I have  given  the  com- 
manding officer  of  my  pioneer  corps  directions  to  let  his  men  get  supper. 

Eesjiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWEK, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

No.  GO.  ) Near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

I.  The  movements  to-morrow  will  be  in  the  direction  of  Owens- 
borough  on  the  Clinton  road.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles 
commanding,  will  have  the  advance,  being  iirepared  to  move  at  9 a.  m. 
The  Eifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut.  L.  Bailey  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Second  Brigade.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  command- 
ing, will  follow  the  battery,  detailing  one  regiment  for  rear  guard. 
Troops  will  move  on  the  right  of  train.  Trains  as  heretofore. 

* *****  * 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  11th  Army  Corps, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

I.  All  the  transportation  of  the  division  will  be  sent  immediately  to 
the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  crossed  over  the  river  the  moment  the  bridge 
is  vacant. 

II.  The  trooxis  will  begin  crossing  probably  at  10  o’clock,  and  in 
anticipation  of  the  movement  each  brigade  commander  will  arrange 
his  pickets  so  as  to  form  a strong  skirmish  line  to  occupy  his  present 
front  and  remain  in  charge  of  a competent  officer  until  withdrawn.  The 
Second  Brigade  will  move  first  and  take  position  on  this  side  the  river 
covering  the  bridge.  The  Third  Brigade  will  then  pass  over,  followed 
by  the  First,  and  both  will  take  position  covering  the  bridge  from  the 
opposite  shore.  The  pickets  will  then  be  withdrawn,  bringing  in  all 
guards  and  stragglers,  and  all  crossed  over.  The  battery  will  precede 
the  Third  Brigade  in  crossing.  No  further  property  of  any  kind  in  the 
city  will  be  destroyed. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Baird: 

JNO.  W.  ACHFSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

54  R R — vor,  XT.VTT,  PT  If 
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Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

JVear  Silver  Creeh,  N.  C.,  March  15^  1865, 
This  command  will  move  to-morrow  in  the  same  order  as  to  day. 
General  Ward  will  start  one  brigade,  with  his  pioneers  and  tools,  at 
6 a.  m.,  to  precede  the  main  column  and  repair  the  roads.  The  balance 
of  his  division  will  start  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  Michigan  Engineers  and 
Mechanics  and  First  Division  will  start  in  season  to  close  up  to  the 
commands  that  precede  them. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

OHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Silver  Creelc,  A.  (7.,  March  15,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Jackson, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  send 
one  of  your  brigades  at  once  to  report  to  General  Kilpatrick  to  support 
his  cavalry  command.  General  Kilpatrick’s  command  is  about  four 
miles  ahead  on  tbe  road  we  have  marched  on  to-day. 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  27.  ) Near  Fayetteville,  N.  G.,  March  15,  1865. 

In  the  march  to-day  the  order  of  brigades  Avill  be  Third,  First,  Second. 
The  Third  Brigade,  with  a battalion  of  Michigan  Engineers  and  Sloan’s 
battery,  will  march  in  advance  disencumbered,  and  will  repair  the 
roads.  The  other  two  brigades  will  cover  the  train. 

##**#** 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FORBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


New  Berne,  March  15,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

• Troops  from  Nineteenth  Army  Corps  have  arrived  as  follows:  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  six  regiments,  all  at  Moreheadj  aggregate 
effective  strength,  1,592.  Part  of  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
four  regiments;  aggregate  effective,  1,007.  Three  regiments  here — one 
gone  as  guard  to  boats  with  commissary  stores.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W. 
Birge,  commanding  division. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Kinston,  March  15, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead  City: 

General  Sherman’s  troops  are  greatly  in  need  of  shoes.  If  you  can 
get  a supply  here  I will  send  them  to  him  in  wagons  as  soon  as  com- 
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muiiication  is  opened.  What  can  be  done  in  the  matter?  I expect  to 
be  in  communication  with  him  by  the  19th  or  20th.  Can  you  not  get 
some  more  light  steamers  to  run  up  the  river  to  this  place?  I think 
there  are  some  at  Wilmington  which  would  answer  the  purpose. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Morehead  City,  March  15^  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield  : 

How  much  water  do  you  make  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston,  and  will 
it  be  safe  to  send  small  boats  up  the  river?  Our  railroad  facilities  are 
so  small  I fear  General  Sherman  will  have  to  send  his  wagons  to  New 
Berne  for  supplies. 

L.  0.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


Morehead  City,  March  15j  1865. 

General  Schofield: 

Capt.  E.  W.  Williams  is  here  with  ammunition  for  General  Sherman^s 
army,  and  says  he  is  subject  to  your  orders.  We  want  the  boat  on 
which  the  ammunition  is  stored.  Had  you  not  better  direct  him  to 
store  his  ammunition  at  New  Berne?  I can  send  the  boat  there  with  it. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


Brig;  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 

Morehead : 


Kinston,  March  15^  1865. 


I think  light  steamers  can  come  to  Kinston  without  difficulty.  I 
have  ordered  some  up  from  New  Berne,  and  presume  they  have  already 
started.  I hope  we  will  be  able  to  get  supplies  for  General  Sherman 
here  by  river  and  railroad  together.  Captain  Williams  should  by  all 
means  store  his  ammunition  at  New  Berne.  I will  direct  him.  I believe 
store-room  there  is  very  limited. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Kinston,  March  15,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  0.  Easton, 

Morehead  City : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Wilmington, 
informs  me  that  an  important  dispatch  from  General  Sherman  was  sent 
through  the  quartermaster  at  Wilmington  before  he  started.  It  has 
not  been  received.  Will  you  see  if  it  can  be  found  and  send  it  to  me 
by  a special  messenger.  It  is  very  important. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


New  Berne,  \March  15,]  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

The  soldiers  have  done  well  in  getting  out  cross-ties.  If  they  con- 
tinue at  work  to-morrow  they  will  have  enough  to  reach  the  river. 
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Unless  the  \Yeather  should  be  very  unfavorable  the  traek  will  be  laid 
to  the  bridge  on  the  night  of  the  18th.  The  siding  will  be  put  in  then 
as  soon  as  tlie  track  reaches  that  point.  I ordered  an  additional  force  of 
bridge-builders  to  the  river  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  we  can  get 
the  timber  to  the  road  the  bridge  will  not  detain  us  long.  One  locomo- 
tive, narrow  gauge,  has  arrived  at  Morehead,  which  I will  have  unloaded 
and  at  work  immediately.  The  axes  asked  for  by  Major  Cox  were  not 
sent  forward  to-day,  because  the  wires  were  down  and  my  dispatch  did 
not  get  through.  W.  W.  WRIGHT, 

Colonel,  Chief  of  Engineers,  &e. 


Chief  Quartermaster’s  Office, 

Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  March  15,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Commanding  Eepartment  of  North  Carolina : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  to  Fay- 
etteville, N.  C.,  and  have  seen  General  Sherman.  He  leaves  for  Golds- 
borough  to-day.  I sent  him  all  the  coffee  and  sugar  that  the  commissary 
had  at  this  depot ; also  forage.  General  Sherman  informed  me  that  he  can 
spare  500  wagons  from  his  airmy  if  necessary.  He  has  sent  all  of  the 
refugees,  white  and  black,  to  Wilmington,  and  has  directed  me  to  send 
the  black  to  General  Saxton,  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  all  the  whites  who 
cannot  find  employment  here  to  New  York.  1 have  furnished  General 
Terry’s  corps  with  129  wagons.  He  leaves  to-day.  I shall  send  sup- 
plies up  the  West  Branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  to  [South]  Washington. 
General  Sherman  is  anxious  that  the  work  should  commence  as  soon  as 
possible  on  the  railroad.  No  material  yet  arrived.  General  Sherman 
is  well  and  the  army  all  in  good  spirits.  He  will  be  at  Goldsborough,  he 
thinks,  on  the  21st  instant.  The  armory  at  Fayetteville  was  destroyed  j 
also  the  factories. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


General  Orders,  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

V Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  16.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

I.  Surg.  D.  W.  Hand,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  announced  as  medical 
director  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

II.  Surg.  E.  Shippen,  U.  S.  V olunteers,  medical  director  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Army  Corps,  is  announced  as  acting  medical  director  of  the  army 
in  the  field. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

[ Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  18.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

1.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Boyd,  chief  quartermaster  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  is  hereby  announced  as  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army 
in  the  field. 
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IT.  MaJ.  Frapk  E.  Wolcott,  judge-advocate.  Army  of  the  Ohio,  is 
hereby  aunoonced  as  acting  judge-advocate,  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  oe  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  District  of  Beaufort : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  about  half 
of  the  cavalry  force  under  your  command  be  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Couch  on  this  side  of  the  river  for  picket  duty. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  LOBD, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Capt.  William  A.  Lord, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina: 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  letter  just 
received,  that  two  troops  of  cavalry  are  now  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  under  command  of  Major  West.  The  rest  of  the  cavalry  are 
scouting  on  the  Goldsborough  and  Snow  Hill  roads  some  six  miles  out. 
They  found  one  torpedo  in  the  road,  which  exploded  and  killed  one 
horse,  and  they  are  now  searching  for  otliers  supposed  to  be  planted 
thereabouts.  As  soon  as  I can  communicate  with  them  I will  order 
enough  to  make  the  force  across  the  river  one-half,  over  to  report  to 
General  Couch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Col.  J.  W.  Savaue, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Neiv  Yorlc  Cavalry: 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  General  Schofield 
wishes  one-half  of  the  effective  cavalry  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
lor  picketing  and  patrolling  tfie  roads  there.  You  will  therefore  send 
over  at  once  a sufficient  number,  to  report  to  Major-General  Couch,  to 
increase  Major  West’s  force  to  one-half  of  the  force  under  your  imme- 
diate command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Kinston^  March  15 j 1865. 

Col.  J.  W.  Savage, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

Sir:  You  may  leave  one  of  your  majors  with  one  troop  besides  Cap- 
tain Graham’s  to  scout  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  report  with  the 
rest  on  the  north  side  to  scout  in  direction  of  Goldsborough,  &c. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
Xo.  10. 

* * 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

District  of  Beaufort, 

In  the  Fields  N.  (7.,  March  15,  1865. 
* * # * * 


HI.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  district  headquarters  the  divis- 
ion will  move  across  to  Kinston  this  p.  m.  immediately  after  the  division 
of  General  Huger.  The  order  of  march  will  be  as  follows:  First,  the 
brigade  of  General  Harland;  second,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Bought  on, 
and,  thirdly,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Claassen ; the  whole  followed  by  the 
two  batteries,  the  Napoleon  guns  first.  All  the  wagons  of  the  division 
will  follow  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery.  The  rear  guard  will  be  detailed 
from  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Claassen  and  will  march  behind  the  artil 
lery.  The  general  has  been  sounded  at  these  headquarters,  but  has 
not  been  replied  to.  More  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  calls  and. the 
general  sounded  at  once. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer : 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Captain  and  Assistafit  Adjutant- General. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Agawam, 

New  Berne,  March  15,  1865. 

Major-General  Cox: 

I dispatched  the  gun-boat  Whitehead  up  the  river  this  morning. 
She  grounded  below  the  obstructions  and  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
over.  She  is  now,  however,  above  the  obstructions,  but  has  damaged 
her  rudder  so  that  she  will  be  delayed.  She  will  go  up  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  Shrapnel  is  in  the  river  above;  one  of  the  flats  was  taken 
up  by  her,  but  I do  not  know  how  far  she  proceeded.  The  water  is 
very  low. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

A.  C.  EHIND, 
Commander,  Senior  Officer. 


Cade’s  Plantation,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  to  General  Sherman  was  received  and 
forwarded  by  me.*  The  general  has  gone  with  the  Left  Wing.  My 
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head  of  column  is  now  twelve  miles  out.  I expect  to  reach  the  railroad 
north  of  Faison’s  Depot  by  Sunday.  You  will  find  enough  in  the  country 
for  a few  days.  I hope  you  will  get  up  as  far  as  that. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAKD, 

Major- General. 


Marchino  Orders.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Wilmington^  N.  0.,  March  15,  1865. 

The  divisions  of  Generals  Ames  and  Paine  will  advance  toward 
Faison’s  Depot,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  Eailroad, 
to-morrow  morning,  commencing  their  march  at  7 o’clock.  The  first 
day’s  march  will  be  from  the  Northeast  Branch,  fifteen  miles,  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Burgaw  Creek.  On  the  second  day  South  Washing- 
ton will  be  reached,  where  supplies  will  be  provided.  On  the  first 
day’s  march  General  Ames’  division,  with  Lee’s  battery,  will  lead. 
The  bridge  equipage  which  Major  Slosson  has  been  directed  to  organ- 
ize will  accompany  the  leading  division.  The  wagon  train  will  follow 
the  column.  The  commander  of  the  rear  division  will  detail  one  regi- 
ment to  follow  the  train  as  a rear  guard.  In  case  Major-General  Terry 
should  not  be  present  at  the  time  for  moving  to-morrow  morning. 
General  Ames  will  take  command  and  start  the  column.  Guards  have 
been  sent  to  the  front  and  ordered  to  report  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Quince, 
near  Northeast  Station. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  i Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

> Department  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  59.  ) Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

*#***## 

V.  The  senior  officer  of  the  detachment  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  accompanying  the  moving  column,  will  proceed  with 
his  command  to  Northeast  Station  this  afternoon  and  bivouac  at  that 
l)oint  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  he  will  have  his  men  in  readiness 
to  move  at  9 o’clock,  but  will  await  the  arrival  of  the  major-general 
commanding. 


By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Cade’s  Plantation,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Hawley, 

Commanding  Post  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

General:  A train  of  000  to  800  refugees,  white  and  black,  has 
started  this  day  lor  Wilmington  via  Clinton.  These  refugees  have 
been  collected  by  both  wings  of  the  army,  and  it  was  impracticable  to 
furnish  them  with  either  very  good  teams  or  much  of  a supply  of  pro- 
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visions.  I will  be  under  many  obligations  if  you  will  send  seouting 
parties  out  on  tbe  road  from  Wilmington  to  meet  and  aid  them  to  their 
destination^  on  their  arrival  with  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


IIdqes.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

New  Berne.)  N.  C.,  March  15^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Birge, 

Commanding  Second  Division)  Nineteenth  Army  Corps. 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
that  portion  of  your  command  now  in  this  place  in  readiness  to  take 
the  field  without  delay.  Orders  calling  them  to  the  front  may  be 
received  at  any  moment.  He  also  desires  that  you  have  the  Third 
Brigade  of  your  division,  now  at  Morehead,  supplied  with  everything 
necessary  to  fit  them  for  active  field  service,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  take  the  field  when  their  services  are  no  longer  required  at 
Morehead. 

I am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier -General,  in  Charge  of  Headquarters. 


Hhqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field)  tivelve  miles  from  Fayetteville)  N.  0., 

Raleigh  road,  March  Id,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  DeparGnent  of  the  South,  Charleston: 

General  : I got  a file  of  Northern  papers  yesterday  from  Wilming- 
ton, in  which  I observe  you  are  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
South.  I have  had  no  official  communications  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment or  General  Grant  since  my  departure  from  Savannah,  and  am 
compelled  to  pick  up  information  the  best  way  I can.  I wrote  to 
General  Foster  from  Fayetteville,  supposing  him  to  be  in  command  of 
the  department,  and  hope  you  got  the  letter,  and  it  is  a fear  that  its 
contents  may  not  reach  you  promptly  which  induces  me  to  write  this. 
AVhen  at  Columbia  I had  the  railroad  broken  down  to  Kingsville  and 
the  Wateree  bridge.  Subsequently  from  Cheraw  I aimed  to  strike 
Florence,  but  sent  too  weak  a party,  but  the  enemy  himself  has 
destroyed  the  Pedee  bridge,  and  has  on  the  railroad  at  Sumterville, 
and  between  it  and  Florence,  a vast  amount  of  rolling-stock,  the 
destruction  of  Avhich  is  all  important,  and  it  should  be  done  before  any 
repairs  can  be  made  whereby  they  can  be  removed.  I want  it  done  at 
onee,  and  leave  you  to  devise  the  way.  I think  2,500  men  lightly 
equipped  with  pack-mules  only,  could  reach  the  road  either  from  George- 
town or  the  Santee  bridge.  I think  also  that  you  can  easily  make  up 
that  force  from  Savannah  and  Charleston.  As  to  the  garrisons  of 
those  cities,  1 don’t  feel  dis])osed  to  be  over  generous,  and  should  not 
hesitate  to  burn  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  Wilmington,  or  either  of 
them  if  the  garrisons  Avere  needed.  Savannah  and  Wilmington  are 
the  only  really  useful  ports,  because  of  their  inland  rivers.  Still,  I 
suppose  you  can  always  get  garrisons  of  sick,  disabled,  or  indifierent 
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troops.  All  real  good  soldiers  must  uow  be  marching.  Do  not  let  your 
command  rest  on  its  oars,  but  keep  them  going  all  the  time,  even  if  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  exhaust  the  enemy’s  country,  or  compel  him 
to  defend  it.  The  simple  fact  that  a man’s  home  has  been  visited  by 
an  enemy  makes  a soldier  in  Lee’s  and  Johnston’s  army  very  anxious 
to  get  home  to  look  after  his  family  and  property.  But  the  expedition 
I have  indicated  to  Sumterville  and  Florence  has  even  higher  aims. 
Those  cars  and  locomotives  should  be  destroyed,  if  to  do  it  costs  you 
500  men.  I know  you  can  get  there  all  the  bacon,  beef,  meat,  &c., 
your  command  may  want,  and  a good  deal  of  corn  meal.  The  men 
could  march  without  knapsacks,  with  a single  blanket,  and  carry  eight 
days’  provisions,  which,  with  what  is  in  the  country,  will  feed  the  com- 
mand two  weeks.  Let  it  be  done  at  once,  and  select  your  own  point  of 
departure.  After  destroying  those  cars  and  engines  (not  merely 
damaging  them,  but  an  absolute  destruction  of  boilers,  steam  cham- 
bers, connecting  rods,  flanges,  &c. — powder  can  be  used  to  good 
advantage  in  blowing  up  boilers  and  engines,  but  we  use  cold  chisels 
and  crowbars) — you  may  reduce  your  garrisons  to  the  minimum,  and 
send  every  man  to  New  Berne  and  Goldsborough.  I want  to  collect  an 
army  that  can  whip  Lee  in  open  fight  if  he  lets  go  Bichmond,  which  I 
think  he  will  soon  be  forced  to  do. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Genera  Com m an d ing. 


Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  G.: 


Kinston,  March  15,  1865, 


General  Easton  informs  me  that  he  cannot  send  any  steamers  to 
Hilton  Head  at  present,  but  may  be  able  to  in  a few  days,  and  that  he 
cannot  send  any  coal. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  DepartxMent  of  the  South, 

No.  06.  ) Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

* * «=  . # * * # 

VH.  Col.  B.  C.  Tilghman,  Third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  will,  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  P.  Scammon,  exercise  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Florida. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore: 

W.  L.  M.  BURGER, 
Captain  and  Afisistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

8ecretary  of  War: 

Sir:  i have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Spanish  consul  has  called 
upon  me  and  informed  me  of  three  lots  of  cotton  held  by  a Spanish 
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subject  residing  in  tliis  town.  He  produces  bills  of  sale  of  tlie  same 
showing  that  the  cotton  came  into  his  possession  either  before  the  war 
or  during  the  early  part  of  it.  The  consul  requests  that  the  owner 
may  be  allowed  to  retain  it.  I have  said  to  him  that  I will  delay  the 
action  in  this  case  until  I write  for  orders  in  the  case.  If  any  excep- 
tions are  to  be  made  to  the  general  rule,  which  I could  not  advise,  I 
would  suggest  that  this  be' one.  From  what  I can  learn  I believe  the 
Spanish  residents  of  the  town  have  been  more  honest  in  their  neutral- 
ity than  other  foreigners  residing  here,  and  attribute  it  in  a great  meas- 
ure to  the  consul  himself,  who  has,  I have  no  doubt,  honestly  carried 
out  the  instructions  received  from  his  Government.  Instructions  on 
the  subject  of  the  cotton  have  been  requested.  The  amount  is  much 
greater  than  was  supposed  when  we  first  occupied  the  city. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- Gener  al,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  15 y 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  Dist.y  Dept,  of  the  South,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

General:  The  steamer  New  York  is  ordered  to  touch  at  Charleston 
to  tfike  on  board  one  or  more  of  tlie  regiments  that  are  to  be  detached 
from  your  command  for  duty  in  North  Carolina.  You  will  therefore  load 
this  steamer  with  troops  taken  from  the  regiments  already  designated 
(the  Fifty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  New  York  and  the  Fifty-second  Penn- 
sylvania Yolunteers),  and  direct  her  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Eiver,  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  there 
for  orders.  The  New  York  has  some  troops  on  board  already. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces,  Post  of  Charleston, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  15,  1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  South,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.: 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a letter 
from  the  major-general  commanding  the  department,  dated  the  13th 
instant,  and  containing  instructions  for  my  guidance  in  the  matter  of 
trade.  These  instructions  will  be  carefully  obeyed.  I have  thus  far 
forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  through  your 
headquarters,  thirteen  sets  of  applications  for  as  many  applicants,  ask- 
ing for  shipments  to  the  value  of  $900,000.  I propose  to  approve  about 
$000,000  more  and  then  to  await  future  developments.  I believe  the 
parties  recommended  are  safe  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 

Colonel  103d  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  Post. 
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City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 

(Received  3.55  p.  m.) 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

I am  just  in  receipt  of  a letter  from  General  Slierman,  of  the  12th, 
from  Fayetteville.  He  describes  his  army  as  in  line  health  and  spirits, 
having  met  with  no  serious  opposition.  Hardee  keeps  in  his  front  at  a 
respectful  distance.  At  Columbia  he  destroyed  immense  arsenal  sand  rail- 
road establishments  and  forty-three  cannon.  At  Cheraw  he-found  much 
machinery  and  war  material,  including  twenty-live  cannon  and  3,000 
barrels  of  powder.  At  Fayetteville  he  found  twenty  pieces  of  artillery 
and  much  other  material.  He  says  nothing  about  Kilpatrick’s  defeat 
by  Hampton,  but  the  officer  who  brings  his  letter  says  that  before  day- 
light on  the  10th  Hampton  got  two  brigades  in  rear  of  Kilpatrick’s 
headquarters,  and  surprised  and  captured  all  the  staff  but  two  officers. 
Kilpatrick  escaped,  formed  his  men,  and  defeated  the  enemy  with  great 
loss,  recapturing  about  all  that  he  had  lost.  Hampton  lost  eighty-six, 
^eft  dead  on  the  field. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  March  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Dirisio^i  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : Your  interesting  letter  of  the  12th  instant  is  just  received. 
I have  never  felt  any  uneasiness  for  your  safety,  but  I have  felt  great 
anxiety  to  know  just  how  you  were  progresshig.  I knew,  or  thought 
1 did,  that  with  the  magnificent  army  with  you  you  would  come  out 
safely  somewhere.  To  secure  certain  success  I deemed  the  capture  of 
Wilmington  of  the  greatest  importance.  Butler  came  near  losing  that 
prize  to  us,  but  Terry  and  Schofield  have  since  retrieved  his  blunders, 
and  I do  not  know  but  that  the  first  failure  has  been  as  valuable  a suc- 
cess for  the  country  as  the  caj^ture  of  Fort  Fisher.  Butler  may  not 
see  it  in  that  light.  Ever  since  you  started  on  the  last  campaign,  and 
before,  1 have  been  attempting  to  get  something  done  in  the  West,  both 
to  co-operate  with  you  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  enemy’s  weak- 
ness there  to  accomplish  results  favorable  to  us.  Knowing  Thomas  to 
be  slow  beyond  excuse  1 depleted  his  army  to  re-enforce  Canby,  so  that 
he  might  act  from  Mobile  Bay  on  the  interior.  With  all  1 have  said  he 
had  not  moved  at  last  advices.  Canby  was  sending  a cavalry  force  of 
about  7,000  from  Vicksburg  toward  Selma.  I ordered  Thomas  to  send 
Wilson  from  Easti)ort  toward  the  same  point  and  to  get  him  off  as  soon 
after  the  20th  of  J^Ybruary  as  possible.  He  telegraphed  me  that  he 
would  be  oft*  by  that  date.  He  has  not  yet  started,  or  had  not  at  last 
advices.  I ordered  him  to  send  Stoneman  from  East  Tennessee  into 
Northwest  South  Carolina  to  be  there  about  the  time  you  would  reach 
Columbia.  He  would  either  have  drawn  off  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from 
you  or  would  have  succeeded  in  destroying  railroads,  supplies,  and 
other  materials  which  you  could  not  reach.  At  that  time  the  Rich- 
mond papers  were  full  of  accounts  of  your  movements  and  gave  daily 
accounts  of  movements  in  West  North  Carolina.  I supx)osed  all  the 
time  it  was  Stoneman.  You  may  judge  my  surprise  when  I afterward 
learned  that  Stoneman  was  still  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  that  the  troops 
in  North  Carolina  were  Kirk’s  forces.  In  order  that  Stoneman  might 
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get  off  without  delay,  I told  Thomas  that  3,000  men  would  he  sufficient 
tor  him  to  take.  In  the  meantime  I had  directed  Sheridan  to  get  his 
cavalry  ready  and  as  soon  as  the  snow  in  the  mountains  melted  suffi- 
ciently to  start  for  Staunton  and  go  on  and  destroy  the  Virginia  Cen- 
tral road  and  the  canal.  Time  advanced  until  he  set  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary for  starting.  I informed  Thomas  and  directed  him  to  change  the 
course  of  Stoneman  toward  Lynchburg  to  destroy  the  road  in  Virginia 
up  as  near  to  that  place  as  possible.  Not  hearing  from  Thomas  I tele- 
graphed to  him  about  the  12th  to  know  if  Stoneman  was  yet  off.  He 
replied  that  he  had  not  but  that  he  (Thomas)  would  start  that  day  for 
Knoxville  to  get  him  off  as  soon  as  possible.  Sheridan  has  made  his 
raid  and  with  splendid  success  so  far  as  heard.'  I am  looking  for  him  at 
White  House  to  day.  Since  about  the  20th  of  last  month  the  Richmond 
papers  have  been  prohibited  from  publishing  accounts  of  army  move- 
ments. We  are  left  to  our  own  resources,  therefore,  for  information. 
You  will  see  from  the  papers  what  Sheridan  has  done.  If  you  do  not 
the  officer  who  bears  this  will  tell  you  all.  Lee  has  depleted  his  army 
but  very  little  recently  and  I learn  of  none  going  south.  Some  regi- 
ments may  have  been  detached,  but  I think  no  division  or  brigade. 
The  determination  seems  to  be  to  hold  Richmond  as  long  as  possible. 
I have  a force  sufficient  to  leave  enough  to  hold  our  lines,  all  that  is 
necessary  of  them,  and  move  out  with  plenty  to  whip  his  whole  army. 
But  the  roads  are  entirely  impassable.  Until  they  improve  I shall  con- 
tent myself  with  watching  Lee  and  be  prepared  to  pitch  into  him  if  he 
attempts  to  evacuate  the  place.  I may  bring  Sheridan  over;  I think  I 
will,  and  break  up  the  Danville  and  South  Side  railroads.  These  are 
the  last  avenues  left  to  the  enemy.  Recruits  have  come  in  so  rapidly 
at  the  West  that  Thomas  has  now  about  as  much  force  as  he  had  when 
he  attacked  Hood.  I have  stopped  all  who  under  jjrevious  orders  would 
go  to  him,  except  those  from  Illinois.  Fearing  the  possibility  of  the 
enemy  falling  back  to  Lynchburg,  and  afterward  attempting  to  go  into 
East  Tennessee  or  Kentucky,  I have  ordered  Thomas  to  move  the  Fourth 
Corps  to  Bull’s  Gap  and  to  fortify  there,  and  to  hold  out  to  the  Virginia 
line  if  he  can.  He  has  accumulated  a large  amount  of  supplies  in 
Knoxville  and  has  been  ordered  not  to  destroy  any  of  the  railroad  west 
of  the  Virginia  line.  I told  him  to  get  ready  for  a campaign  toward 
Lynchburg,  if  it  became  necessary.  He  never  can  make  one  there  or 
elsewhere,  but  the  steps  taken  will  prepare  for  any  one  else  to  take  his 
troops  and  come  east  or  go  toward  Rome,  whichever  may  be  necessary. 
I do  not  believe  either  will.  When  I hear  that  you  and  Schofield  are 
together  with  your  back  upon  the  coast  I shall  feel  that  you  are  entirely 
safe  against  anything  the  enemy  can  do.  Lee  may  evacuate  Richmond, 
but  he  cannot  get  there  with  force  enough  to  touch  you.  His  army  is 
now  demoralized  and  deserting  very  fast,  both  to  us  and  to  their  homes. 
A retrograde  movement  would  cost  him  thousands  of  men,  even  if  we  did 
not  follow.  Five  thousand  men  belonging  to  the  corps  with  you  are 
now  on  their  way  to  join  you.  If  more  re- enforcements  are  necessary  I 
will  send  them.  My  notion  is  that  you  should  get  Raleigh  as  soon  as 
possible  and  hold  the  railroad  from  there  back.  This  may  take  more 
force  than  you  now  have.  From  that  point  all  North  Carolina  roads 
can  be  made  useless  to  the  enemy  without  keeping  up  communications 
with  the  rear.  Hoping  to  hear  soon  of  your  junction  with  the  forces 
from  Wilmington  and  New  Berne, 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


861 


U.  S.  Steamer  Eolus, 

Off  Fayetteville^  March  16^  1865 — 5 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  15th,  at 
7 p.  m.  of  same  date.  I have  written  Captain  Young,  making  known 
your  wishes  in  regard  to  this  vessel;  also  the  tug.  He  will  see  General 
Dodge  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  him.  I do  not 
think  Captain  Young  has  a tug  at  his  disposal  now.  I shall  remain  as 
near  Fayetteville  as  possible  till  ordered  down,  or  until  I hear  from 
you  that  my  services  are  no  longer  needed.  The  steamers  Lady  Lang 
and  Mary  Benton  are  here  unloading.  The  former  goes  down  this 
morning.  I shall  send  my  dispatch  by  her.  The  river  has  stopped 
falling.  More  transports  are  expected  up. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  S.  KEYSEK, 

■ Acting  Alaster^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field j Kyle^s  Landing^  N'.  c., 

March  16 ^ 1865 — 2 a.  m. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General  : Yours  is  just  received.  Your  orders  axe  all  right.  I fear 
the  present  rain  will  make  the  roads  utterly  impracticable.  Hardee’s 
whole  force  is  in  our  front  near  the  forks  of  the  road,  and  1 have  ordered 
Slocum  to  go  at  him  in  the  morning  in  good  shape  but  vigorously  and 
push  him  beyond  Averasborough.  Kilpatrick  is  ahead  across  the 
branch  marked  [Taylor’s]  Hole,  about  two  miles  this  side  theforks.  Your 
courier  brings  me  good  news  from  Schofield  and  Terry.  Schofield 
reports  he  whipped  Bragg  handsomely  at  Kinston  and  undertakes  to 
have  suiiplies  for  us  there  and  probably  farther  along.  Terry  says  he 
can  reach  Faison’s  with  his  9,000  men  by  Sunday  or  Monday,  and  that 
the  rest  of  Schofield’s  troops  that  had  left  Wilmington  had  made  junc- 
tion with  Schofield  at  Kinston.  Also  that  Sheridan  is  coming  to  us  by 
land  with  8,000  cavalry.  So  all  is  working  well  around  us  and  we 
must  not  scatter,  but  aim  to  converge  about  Bentonville,  and  after- 
ward Goldsborough.  The  rain  is  as  bad  for  our  opponents  as  for 
us,  and  I doubt  if  they  have  as  good  supplies  or  transportation  as 
we.  Terry  has  sent  up  3,800  pairs  of  shoes  and  2,400  pairs  of  pants. 
Divide  with  Slocum.  We  took  Col.  Alfred  Ehett,  of  Fort  Sumter,  pris- 
oner yesterday.  He  is  commanding  a brigade  in  Hardee’s  troops 
ahead,  and  from  drop  expressions  I think  Hardee  will  try  and  fight  us 
at  the  cross-roads. 

Youi  s,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Fear  Jaeksoids  Farm,  A.  C., 
Grahands  Bridge  Road,  March  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  General  Logan’s  head  of  column  reached  tliis  point  about 
1.30  p.  m.  His  divisions  arc  going  into  camp ; three  will  be  liere  by  dark. 
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Woods’  division  will  encamp  near  South  Eiver.  The  roads  are  so  ter- 
rible that  we  cannot  more  than  close  up  the  wagon  train  to  that  point. 
General  Geary,  with  his  train,  is  near  by,  and  will  encamp  on  my  left. 
There  is  a cross-road  here  leading  north  into  the  Raleigh  road.  Gen- 
eral Blair  will,  without  doubt,  be  at  the  cross-roads  just  east  of  Owens- 
ville.  In  the  morning  I will  move  forward  toward  Benton ville,  till  I 
reach  the  road  leading  northward  from  Beaman’s  Cross-  Koads.  General 
Blair  has  been  directed  to  move  to  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads,  throwing  his 
mounted  men  down  to  Clinton,  to  cover  the  refugee  train.  General 
Geary  was  going  farther,  but  I took  the  libertj^  of  stopping  him  herein 
consequence  of  your  letter.  The  rebel  cavalry  have  been  very  stubborn 
to-day  in  our  front.  Corse’s  men  drove  them  across  the  Cohera,  covering 
the  movement  northward.  The  rebels  were  intrenched  at  South  River, 
at  Logan’s  crossing.  His  men  were  crossed  above  in  pontoons  and 
turned  them  out.  They  have  with  that  force  a section  of  artillery.  1 
am  anxious  to  hear  the  moment  General  Slocum’s  left  column  gets 
across  the  Black. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Special  1 Hdqrs.  Dept,  and  Army  of  the  Tenn., 

Field  Orders,  > Near  Jackson^ s Farm,  N.  0., 

No.  62.  ) 3Iarch  16,  1865. 

The  unencumbered  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen. 
John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  crossing  of  the 
road  on  which  the  head  of  column  is  now  encamped  with  the  Clinton 
and  Raleigh  road.  The  surplus  trains  of  the  corjis,  with  their  guard, 
will  move  to  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
Maj.  Gen.F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  to  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads. 
These  headquarters  will  follow  the  second  division  in  order  of  march 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAR  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C.,  3Iarch  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  In  consequence  of  the  bad  roads  and  rapid  rise  of  the  river 
I have  been  unable  to  get  my  ordnance  and  ambulance  trains  across, 
and  have  gone  into  camp  three  miles  this  side.  River  is  still  rising 
rapidly  and  roads  very  bad  in  my  front.  Shall  I cut  loose  from 
my  ordnance  and  ambulance  trains  and  luish  forward  with  the  troops, 
or  wait  here  and  build  a bridge  across  the  river  to-morrow  morning! 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 

I have  sent  to  General  W.B.  Woods  to  prepare  the  material  and  put 
in  the  bridge  during  the  night,  or  as  soon  as  iiossible.  If  the  creek  does 
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not  rise  more  then  eighteen  inches  I think  the  whole  supply  train  can 
be  (uossed  in  the  morning.  I will  put  my  whole  infantry  force  to  work 
in  the  morning  repairing  the  roads  in  my  front. 

N.  B. — Since  the  above  was  written  I have  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
ordnance  and  ambulance  trains  but  the  supply  train  cannot  cross 
Avithout  a bridge.  _ G.  E.  W. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Jones’  Stvanip,  N.  0.,  March  16j  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders  re- 
ceived from  the  major-general  commanding  the  corps,  I left  my  camp 
near  Gape  Fear  Eiver  at  6 o’clock  this  morning,  and  taking  the  road  as 
pursued  by  the  Third  Division  and  balance  of  the  corps,  reached  South 
Eiver  about  3 p.  m.  Overtaking  the  trains  of  the  Third  Division,  I 
massed  my  command,  waiting  until  6 o’clock  before  I obtained  the 
bridge,  when  I began  moving  my  command  over.  The  crossing  soon 
became  so  bad  that  each  team  had  to  be  assisted  by  the  troops,  and 
this  while  the  men  were  in  water  two  feet  deep.  At  10  o’clock  to-night 
my  last  wagon  was  brought  over,  and  I am  now  in  camp  three  miles 
this  side  the  river  with  my  troops  covering  the  road  both  to  the  front 
and  rear.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  roadside,  just  between  my  two 
lines.  Without  further  orders  I shall  move  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mrs.  Locherfs,  N.  G.,  March  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  moved  at  9 a.  m.  this 
morning  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division,  crossing  the  Black  Eiver  at 
Maxwell’s  Bridge  and  camping  eight  miles  in  advance  of  that  point. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Little  Cohera  Greeh,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  and  operations  of  my  command  the  15th  instant:  Pur- 
suant to  orders  from  corps  headquarters  1 broke  camp  at  9 a.  m.  sharp 
and  moved  upon  the  Goldsborough  road  to  the  vicinity  of  South  Eiver, 
where  the  enemy  was  developed  upon  the  opi)osite  bank,  and 
immediately  opened  with  artillery  and  small-arms,  the  latter  being 
from  a pretty  strong  skirmish  line  holding  a position  in  front  of  a 
wooded  swamp  covered  with  water  from  two  to  four  feet  in  depth. 
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The  enemy  had  rendered  the  bridge  over  the  main  channel  (which  was 
about  ten  feet  deep)  impassable  by  removing  the  covering  of  the  bridge. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  pontoon  train,  at  6 p.  m.,  I placed  two  boats 
across  the  main  channel  of  the  stream,  and  at  8 p.  m.  commenced 
crossing  my  infantry,  who  were  comi)elled  to  wade  a distance  of  200 
yards  through  the  swamp  with  water  to  the  waist  after  leaving  the 
boats.  At  9.30  the  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers  succeeded  in 
making  a lodgment  on  high  ground  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  found 
the  enemy  had  left  his  position,  which  this  regiment  immediately  occu- 
pied. Upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  I at 
once  placed  a detail  at  work  on  the  bridge,  in  order  to  have  it  in  readi- 
ness for  crossing  my  trains  in  the  morning.  My  command  has  made 
a march  of  ten  miles. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OOESE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  Little  Cohera  Creek,  N.  (7.,  March  16,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

.Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  orders  from 
corps  headquarters,  I broke  camp  at  7 a.  m.,  crossed  South  Eiver,  and 
from  thence^ moved  on  the  Goldsborough  road,  a distance  of  six  miles, 
where  I moved  to  the  left  on  a neighborhood  road  to  its  intersection  with 
the  Fayetteville  and  Bentonville  road,  where  my  command  is  now  in 
bivouac,  having  made  a march  of  nine  miles.  I would  state  that  before 
leaving  the  Goldsborough,  or  Maxwell  road,  as  citizens  term  it,  one 
regiment  and  a section  of  artillery  was  detached  from  my  column  to 
expel  the  enemy  from  a position  he  had  taken  across  Little  Cohera 
Creek,  about  half  a mile  distant  from  the  point  of  my  departure  from  this 
road,  in  which  they  were  successful,  and  one  brigade  (the  Second)  left  in 
position  at  that  point  as  a protection  to  the  flanks  of  the  column  while 
passing.  This  brigade  has  rejoined  the  division. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  ^ Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  45.  ) Li  the  Field,  N'.  6\,  March  16,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  march  at  7 a.  m.  sharp  to  morrow, 
the  17th  instant,  on  Fayetteville  and  Bentonville  road  in  the  following 
order,  viz:  The  Third  Brigade  in  advance,  the  First  Brigade  in  center, 
and  Second  Brigade  in  rear,  the  troops  marching  to  the  riglit  of  and 
by  the  side  of  trains.  Trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore.  The  column 
must  keep  well  closed  up. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

JSear  Jaclcsoii’s  Farm^  N.  C.,  March  16 j 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P,  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Co^ys: 

General:  (xeueral  Sherman  says  tliat  Hardee  is  in  front  of  Slocum 
on  the  river  road,  and  lie  thinks  he  intends  to  make  a stand  at  the 
cross  roads  above  Kyle's  Landing'.  Please  move  to  Beaman’s  Cross- 
Roads  to-morrow,  effecting  a crossing,  however,  of  the  creek  in  your  front 
with  your  mounted  men,  in  order  to  let  the  refugees  pass  through  Clin- 
ton. If  Slocum  needs  us  we  can  march  up  the  Raleigh  road,  but  if  he 
does  not  you  will  be  directed  to  Troublefteld’s  Store,  and  Logan’s  dis- 
encumbered divisions  will  move  straight  on  Beiitonville,  while  his  trains 
will  follow  you  from  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads.  Our  main  objective  has 
been  changed  to  Everettsville  instead  of  Faison’s  Depot,  as  ordered 
before.  Schofield  reports  that  he  whipped  Bragg,  and  is  near  Kinston. 
Terry  says  he  will  be  at  Faisou’s  by  Sunday  or  Monday.  Expect  fur- 
ther orders  at  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads.  We  have  skirmished  with  the 
rebel  cavalry  to-day,  supporting  artillery.  Your  movement  will  turn 
them  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  ^irmy  Corps, 

No.  67.  i Near  Oivensvillej  N.  0.,  March  16,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads  to-morrow.  Bvt. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  have  the 
advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 
commanding  Third  Division,  will  move  forward  at  7 a.  m.  and  close  up 
on  the  Fourth  Division.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  move  forward  at  as  early  an  hour  as  practicable  and  close 
up  on  the  Third  Division.  The  section  of  the  pontoon  train  will  follow 
the  Fourth  Division.  The  detachment  of  department  headquarters 
train  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  will  leave 
one  regiment  with  the  main  pontoon  train  as  guard.  The  Ninth  Illinois 
Mounted  Infantry  will  proceed  to  Clinton  and  remain  there  until  the 
arrival  of  the  refugee  train.  They  will  then  move  over  to  Faison’s 
Dei)ot  and  communicate  with  General  Terry,  and  if  practicable  obtain 
ammunition.  From  thence  they  will  move  northward  and  join  the 
command. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Owensville,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
forward  at  7 a.  m.  to-morrow,  sending  forward  your  white  ])ioneer  corps 
at  6 o’clock  to  tlie  bridge  on  Little  Cohera.  General  Smitli  is  working 
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on  the  bridge;  if  he  finishes  it  by  7 o’clock  he  will  cross  and  take  the 
advance.  If,  however,  the  bridge  is  not  coin})leted  before  you  get  here, 
you  will  take  the  advance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


Udqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field.,  March  16.,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division.,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a copy  of  the  order 
of  march  of  this  command  for  to-morrow.*  I am  directed  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  this  wing  of  the  army  to  say  that  in  the  absence  of 
orders  from  your  immediate  commanding  generals  you  will  follow  the 
disencumbered  divisions  of  Major  General  Logams  (Fifteenth)  army 
coi’iis,  but  it  is  suggested  that  you  remain  in  your  present  position 
to-morrow,  as  you  will  see  from  the  order  of  march  that  this  column 
moves  forward  but  five  miles. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  16,  1865. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Understanding  that  the  late  Congress  passed  a law  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  Commissary  Department,  creating  new  grades,  &c.,  I 
desire,  respectfully,  to  reimmmend  Lieut.  Col.  K.  B.  Treat,  chief  commis- 
sary of  subsistence  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps,  for  appointment  as 
inspector  in  the  Commissary  Department,  under  that  law.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Treat  has  been  Avith  me  since  I took  command  of  the  Army  of 
theOliio;  Avas  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  acting  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  the  army  in  the  field,  and  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  a fidelity,  zeal,  and  efficiency  that  eminently  entitle  him  to 
promotion. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Neav  Berne,  March  16, 1865. 


Major-General  Schofield  : 

The  boats  Avith  commissary  stores,  on  account  of  the  storm  and  an 
accident,  did  net  proceed  far  yesterday.  They  Avent  on  to-day  and  1 
think  Avill  get  through  Avithout  further  difficulty. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


See  p.  862. 
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Headquarters  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry, 

In  the  Fields  March  16^  1865. 

Maj.  Theo#  Cox, 

Assistant  A djatant-  General : 

MA.JOR:  A strong  picket  of  the  enemy  is  maintained  on  the  other 
side  of  Falling  Creek.  Information  tolerably  reliable  shows  that  there 
is  a small  force  of  infantry,  say  100  men,  and  some  cavalry  a short 
distance  beyond.  I crossed  skirmishers  this  afternoon,  but  was  unable 
to  get  horses  across.  Efforts  will  be  made  in  the  morning  to  cross 
either  on  the  Goldsborough  road  or  at  some  point  nortli. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SAVAGE, 

Colo7iel  Tivelfth  New  York  Cavalry. 


IIdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  13  Miles  on  Raleigh  Road  out  of  Fayetteville, 

March  16,  1865 — 2 a.  m. 

Major-General  Terry, 

Wihnington,  N.  G.  : 

General  : Thank  you  kindly  for  the  shoes  and  pants,  and  still  more 
for  the  certain  knowledge  that  General  Schofield  is  in  possession  of 
Kinston.  That  is  of  great  importance,  for  thence  to  Goldsborough 
there  are  no  bridges.  I will,  in  consequence,  move  straight  on  Golds- 
borough. It  is  now  raining  hard  and  the  bottom  has  fallen  out,  and 
we  will  have  to  corduroy  every  foot  of  the  way.  Hardee  is  ahead  of 
me  and  shows  fight.  I will  go  at  him  in  the  morning  with  four  divis- 
ions and  push  him  as  far  as  Averasborough  before  turning  toward 
Bentonville  and  Cox’s  Bridge.  My  extreme  right  will  aim  for  Ever- 
etts ville  and  Faison’s.  I am  delighted  that  General  Sheridan  is  slash- 
ing away  with  his  column  of  cavalry.  He  will  be  a disturbing  element 
in  the  grand  and  beautiful  game  of  war,  and  if  he  reaches  me  I’ll 
make  all  North  Carolina  howl.  I will  make  him  a deed  of  gift  of  every 
horse  in  the  State,  to  be  settled  for  at  the  day  of  judgment.  I cannot, 
of  course,  reach  General  Sheridan  with  any  suggestions,  but  he  should 
march  for  Danville,  Greeusborough,  and  lialeigh,  or  rather  near  those 
points,  making  some  detours  to  mislead.  Tell  General  Dodge  to  keep 
boats  running  up  Cape  Fear  until  he  knows  I am  at  my  new  base. 
This  rain,  so  damaging  to  my  land  transportation,  is  a good  thing  for 
the  river,  which  had  fallen  very  much.  He  can  use  the  rebel  captured 
boats,  which,  if  lost,  are  of  no  account.  Each  of  those  boats  should 
be  supplied  a good  barge  that  can  hold  all  the  crew  in  case  the 
boat  is  caught  by  a fall  in  the  river.  Captain  Young  agreed  to  keep 
his  gun-boats  running  busy  and  as  high  uj)  as  possible.  I want  to 
keep  up  the  impression  that  I am  using  the  Ca])e  Fear  Kiver  for  sup- 
l)lies,  for  our  foolish  Northern  journals  have  published  the  fact  that  I 
ajn  aiming  for  New  Berne,  a fact  that  I had  concealed  from  everybody 
not  necessarily  in  my  confidence.  These  fellows  discovered  it  by  the 
course  taken  by  the  sui)ply  boats  from  IN)rt  Boyal. 

Hoping  to  meet  you*  soon,  1 am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  vS. — We  took  some  i)risoners  to-day,  among  them  Col.  Alfred 
Rhett,  of  Fort  Sumtei-,  who  commands  a brigade  in  Hardee’s  army, 

SHERMAN. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

March  16^  1865 — 6.10  p.  m. 

Brevet  Major-General  Ames: 

General  : Major-General  Terry  directs  me  to  say  tliat  Paine’s  divis- 
ion will  not  cross  to-niglit.  Lee’s  battery  will,  if  it  can.  The  wagon 
train  is  very  much  behind  hand  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  crossing 
the  bridge.  Probably  it  will  not  be  up  in  time  to  start  in  the  morning. 
He  thinks  it  would  be  best  for  you  to  push  on  in  the  morning  (starting 
at  G o’clock)  to  South  Washington,  so  as  to  protect  the  stores  which  he 
expects  there  by  noon  to-morrow,  leaving  Paine  to  come  up  with  the 
wagons.  Unless  you  hear  something  to  the  contrary  from  him  during 
the  night,  please  carry  out  this  programme.  You  can  take  half  the 
cavalry  with  you,  leaving  the  other  half  with  Paine.  Please  direct  the 
officer  commanding  the  cavalry  to  go  into  camp,  and  send  one  of  the 
guides  to  Paine.  You,  of  course,  will  have  the  whole  picket  duty  on 
your  side  of  tlie  creek.  Headquarters  will  be  at  the  church,  about  half 
a. mile  this  side  the  creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  H.  GEAVES, 

3Iajor  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  A.  (7,,  Mar  eh  16,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding,  deeming  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  have  possession  of  South  Washington  before  the  arrival 
of  our  steamers  at  that  place,  so  as  to  place  their  safety  beyond  a 
doubt,  has  directed  General  Ames  to  move  at  G a.  m.  to-morrow  so  as 
to  arrive  at  that  point  by  noon,  the  hour  appointed  for  the  arrival  of 
the  steamers.  The  scattered  condition  of  our  train  requires  that  your 
command  should  be  delayed  until  it  can  be  closed  up.  You  will  please 
cross  Burgaw  Creek  at  7 a.  m.  and  move  forward  until  there  is  suf- 
heient  space  beyond  the  creek  for  the  whole  train  to  pass  it,  halting 
your  command  until  it  shall  have  done  so.  Your  pioneers  will  be 
employed  during  the  day  to-morrow  in  repairing  the  road,  as  ordered 
to-day. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A,  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 

Major  and.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Hept.  of  the  South, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Commanding  I)epartme7it  of  the  South : 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  quantity  of  cotton  ii. 
this  town  and  vicinity  is  probably  between  5,000  and  10,000  bales.  It 
is  mostly  held  in  small  quantities  by  i)eoplewho,  mistrusting  the  value 
of  the  currency  of  the  South,  invested  their  savings  in  cotton  as  a 
means  of  securing  something  should  the  city  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government  troops.  1 would  respectfully  request  instructions  from 
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yourself  or  the  War  Department  with  regard  to  it.  Having  no  instruc- 
tions, I have  endeavored  to  carry  out,  so  far  as  possible,  the  policy 
adopted  in  Savannah,  which  was,  I understand,  sanctioned  by  the 
Department.  I am  now  collecting  the  cotton,  using  the  new  custom- 
house as  a place  of  deposit.  Each  lot  is  marked  and  entered  in  a book, 
with  the  name  of  the  claimant  and  any  peculiar  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it,  which  may  be  of  some  service  either  to  the  Government 
or  the  owner.  No  receipts  have  been  given,  as  I am  informed  none 
were  given  in  Savannah.  If  the  Department  should  decide  to  give 
receipts  the  books  are  so  kept  that  they  can  be  given  by  reference  to 
them.  I would  also  request  instructions  with  regard  to  rosin,  turpen- 
tine, and  tobacco  found  here.  There  will  undoubtedly  be  quite  a large 
amount  of  these  valuable  articles  and  I am  now  seizing  them. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 

Br  iga  dier-  Gen  era  Z,  Commanding. 


• City  Point,  March  17,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

Dispatches  have  just  been  received  from  Sheridan.*  After  leaving 
Columbia,  the  point  at  which  his  first  dispatch  was  dated,  he  proceeded 
to  Goochland,  destroying  the  canal  to  that  place.  He  then  moved  up  to 
the  Virginia  Central  Kailroad  at  Tolersville  and  destroyed  it  down  to 
Beaver  Dam  Station,  totally  destroying  fifteen  miles  of  the  road.  The 
Ashland  and  South  Anna  bridges  were  destroyed.  There  is  not  now  a 
bridge  on  the  road  from  South  Anna  to  Lynchburg.  He  will  reach 
White  House  to-night.  His  command  is  in  good  condition. 

T.  S.  BOWELS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

No.  53.  \ City  Point,  Va.,  March  17,  1865. 

I.  First  Lieut.  William  M.  Dunn,  jr.,  acting  aide-de-camp,  will  proceed 
as  bearer  of  dispatches  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  commanding 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  upon  the  delivery  of  which  he  will 
rejoin  these  headquarters.  He  will  proceed  from  City  Point  to  Fort 
Monroe  on  the  mail  boat,  and  there  take  the  first  steamer  for  New 
Berne,  N.  C.,  from  which  point  he  will  proceed  by  the  most  practicable 
means.  The  quartermaster’s  department  will  furnish  necessary  trans- 
portation. 

^ * * # t-  # 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Tn  the  Field,  Eighteen  Miles  Northeast  FayettevCle, 

March  17,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing  : 

General:  Genera]  Slocum  found  tlie  enemy  covering  tlie  nar- 
row neck  from  Taylor’s  Hole  uj)  to  the  Goldsborough  road.  He  drove 
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them  from  two  successive  i^ositions,  taking  tliree  guns,  some  prisoners 
and  wounded,  but  losing  bimself  pretty  severely,  1 think  as  many  as 
300  in  all.  But  the  enemy  lost  heavily  also,  from  appearances.  At 
night  the  enemy  still  held  the  forks,  but  it  is  just  reported  that  he  is 
gone,  I supi)ose  up  to  Averasborough,  where  the  Baleigh  and  Smith- 
held  roads  fork.  Your  scout,  Duncan,  is  just  in,  having  escaped  from 
McLaws’  guard,  he  thinks  about  twelve  miles  out  on  the  Smithheld 
road 5 so  Hardee  is  retreating  on  Smithheld.  Slocum  will  feel  out 
toward  Averasborough,  but  move  his  column  on  the  Goldsborough 
road,  which  is  that  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo  Greeks  just  ahead 
of  where  we  are.  Our  true  tactics  would  be  to  push  all  our  columns 
to  Smithheld,  but  1 will  only  follow  Hardee  far  enough  to  give  him 
impulse,  when  we  must  resume  our  [course].  I want  you  to-day  to 
get  to  where  the  Goldsborough  road  crosses  Mingo,  and  have  that 
bridge  well  repaired.  You  need  not  come  over  to  Slocum  unless  you 
hear  him  engaged.  We  might  cut  his  column  at  Elevation,  but  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  think  of  that  to-night.  Blair  is  getting  too  far  off. 
Better  draw  him  and  all  your  trains  toward  TroubleiiehFs  Store. 
Weather  having  cleared  off*,  we  may  count  on  better  roads.  Have  a 
road  for  your  column  reconnoitered  from  Mingo  bridge  to  that  point 
north  of  Troubleheld’s  where  three  roads  meet.  I expect  to  be  to-night 
somewhere  between  Black  Kiver  and  Mingo  bridge. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
Crossing  of  Fayetteville  and  Goldsborough  ivith 

Clinton  and  Raleigh  Roads,  March  17,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : Your  dispatch  by  Duncan  received.  I am  glad  enough 
to  see  him  back.  He  was  stripped  of  his  clothing,  and  everything, 
even  to  his  finger  ring,  and  in  the  presence  of  Hampton  himself. 
Quite  different  usage  from  that  I bestow  on  prisoners  from  Hampton. 
Your  order  for  me  to  repair  the  bridge  across  Mingo  Greek  made 
me  think  you  were  mistaken  as  to  my  position.  By  dark  Logan  will 
have  his  four  divisions  at  this  iioint.  It  is  thirteen  miles  from  here 
to  Averasborough,  eleven  to  Ben  ton  vi  lie,  and  seven  to  Beaman’s 
Gross-Eoads,  to  which  place  Blair  is  moving.  You  said  you  thought 
Blair  w^as  getting  too  far  oft.  When  Logan  turned  northward  toward 
this  road  Blair  did  the  same.  You  gave  me  Everettsville  as  my 
objective.  Now  that  General  Slocum  has  turned  toward  Golds- 
borough, I have  given  my  orders  according  to  the  programme  you  laid 
clown  for  me;  but  thinking  you  might  wish  still  to  turn  on  Smithfield, 
1 will  lead  the  disencumbered  divisions  toward  Bentonville,  across 
both  branches  of  the  Goliera,  and  then  can  take  a road  leading  direct 
to  Everettsville.  This  road  begins  about  five  miles  be3mnd  Seven-Mile 
Branch.  I heard  that  the  cpiarterinaster  in  charge  of  shoes,  &(*.,  by  the 
steamer  had  refused  to  send  the  half  I left  to  General  Slocum  for  want  of 
quartermaster’s  receipts.  1 regret  it  exceedingly,  as  I would  have  had 
them  recihpted  for  and  sent  to  him  had  1 suspected  such  meanness. 
1 hope,  however  it  is. not  true.  Thinking  you  might  wish  me  to  ])ush 
farther  north,  I have  had  one  division  encamped  well  out  on  the 
Averasborough  road,  and  Gorse  has  sent  a reconnaissance  toward  Mingo 
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Creek.  I have  not  done  more  than  that,  as  yon  intimated  that  1 should 
not  move  over  to  Slocum,  unless  there  was  further  need  than  now 
appears.  I had  information  that  Bra^rg  had  left  Goldsborough  and 
was  retreating  on  Ealeigh,  through  Smithtield,  prior  to  Duncan’s 
arrival. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Camp  between  North  Fiver  and  Mingo  CreeJc, 

March  17^  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Fight  Wing : 

General  : North  Eiver  had  to  be  bridged  and  has  delayed  us  to  day. 
Davis  is  on  Mingo  and  Williams  on  North  River.  Kiliiatrick  is  up  the 
road  in  the  direction  of  Elevation.  We  still  threaten  Smithville  [Smith- 
field],  but  to  morrow  will  move  rapidly  toward  Cox’s  Bridge  and  Golds- 
borough. If  the  enemy  fail  to  fight  for  Goldsborough,  of  course  we  go 
right  in,  Slocum  by  Cox’s  Bridge,  and  you  by  the  south,  as  Schofield 
comes  from  the  east  (Kinston).  But  if  the  enemy  opposes,  I propose 
to  throw  our  empty  wagons  down  to  Kinston  for  forage  and  supplies 
whilst  we  proceed  to  reduce  Goldsborough.  To  this  end  Slocum  will 
break  the  railroad  west  of  Cox’s  Bridge,  and  you  will  cross  Neuse  in 
front  as  Schofield  comes  from  the  east  and  swings  against  the  railroad 
north  of  the  town.  I doubt  if  there  be  any  fortifications  at  Golds- 
borough capable  of  holding  anything  more  than  a railroad  guard.  I 
have  examined  your  order  and  it  will  do,  only  get  on  a right-hand  road 
as  soon  as  iiossible,  that  you  may  not  delay  Slocum’s  troops,  who  will 
necessarily  all  be  forced  on  the  one  road.  Try  and  keep  around  the 
head  of  Falling  Water  Creek,  viz,  to  its  south.  I will  push  Slocum 
to-morrow  and  next  day  and  think  by  day  after  to-morrow  we  will  all 
be  in  position,  viz,  you  directly  in  front  of  Goldsborough  and  Slocum  at 
Cox’s  Bridge.  At  the  time  I sent  Colonel  Ewing  to  you  yesterday 
the  enemy  had  brought  Slocum  up  all  standing,  and  was  on  the  theory 
that  he  would  hold  Slocum  there  that  I wanted  you  at  Mingo  bridge; 
but  the  enemy  retreated  in  the  night  on  Smithtield  and  we  are  again 
on  the  march  feigning  to  the  left,  but  moving  trains  and  troops  as 
rapidly  as  the  roads  admit,  on  Goldsborough.  You  may  do  the  same. 
The  enemy  yesterday  had  a strong  intrenched  line  in  front  of  the  cross- 
roads, and  had  iiosted  the  Charleston  brigade  about  one  third  mile  in 
front,  also  intrenched.  The  Twentieth  Corps  struck  the  first  line, 
turned  it  handsomely  and  used  the  Charleston  brigade  up  completely, 
killing  about  40  and  gathering  about  35  wounded  and  100  well 
prisoners,  capturing  3 guns,  but  on  advancing  farther  encountered  the 
larger  line,  which  tliey  did  not  carry,  but  was  abandoned  at  night. 
This  morning  a division  of  Williams’  followed  as  far  as  Averasborough 
whilst  the  rest  turned  to  the  right,  as  I have  heretofore  stated. 
Slocum  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  about  300.  He  is  somewhat  heavily 
burdened  by  his  wounded,  which  must  be  hauled.  We  left  the 
Confederate  wounded  in  a house  by  the  roadside.  The  route  of  retreat 
of  the  enemy  showed  signs  of  considerable  panic,  and  I have  no  doubt 
he  got  decidedly  the  worst  of  it. 

Yours,  truly,  W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General. 
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Beaman’s  Oeoss-Eoads, 

March  17,  1865— 1.35  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Tennessee : 

Dear  General:  1 liave  been  here  about  half  an  hour.  A brigade 
of  rebel  cavalry  was  here  at  the  cross-roads  this  morning.  Their  rear 
guard  of  about  forty  men  left  as  I came  upj  have  halted  one  mile  out 
on  Bentonvilie  road.  I learn  that  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  B.  this 
morning.  No  signs  of  General  Blair.  Have  sent  scouting  party  toward 
Clinton  with  instructions  to  keep  on  till  they  meet  the  advance  of 
Seventeenth  Corps.  Will  go  on  myself  in  a few  minutes.  The  road  is 
excellent,  and  I see  plenty  of  forage. 

Eespectfully, 

WM.  E.  STRONG, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


P.  S. — There  were  two  brigades  here  instead  of  one.  General  But- 
ler was  at  the  cross-roads  last  night.  The  command  left  at  10.30  a.  m. 
Respectfully, 

W.  E.  S. 


Special  ) Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  63.  ) Jachsoids  Cross-Roads,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

The  disencumbered  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move  to-morrow  on  the  Bentonvilie 
road,  and  leaving  Troublefield’s  Store  on  the  right,  take  the  most  direct 
road  toward  Everettsville,  making  a march  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
miles.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  command- 
ing, will  move  to-morrow  to  Troublefield’s  Store,  at  which  j)oint  the 
column  will  be  divided.  One  division,  followed  by  the  bridge  train  and 
surplus  trains  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  move  directly  toward 
Everettsville.  The  other  two  divisions  will  move  by  a lower  route 
toward  Mount  Olive.  The  corps  will  march  a distance  of  twelve  or 
fifteen  miles,  and  in  case  anything  should  interrupt  communication  the 
march  will  be  continued  the  next  day  to  Everettsville  and  Mount  Olive. 
These  headquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  1. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

I)i  the  Field,  March  17,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 

General:  At  the  direction  of  tlie  general  commanding,  1 have  the 
honor  1o  inform  you  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  cross-roads  four  miles 
and  a half  from  your  cam]).  All  force  of  the  enemy  has  withdrawn 
from  this  point,  v/hich  is  thirteen  miles  from  Averasborough  and  seven 
miles  from  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads.  The  Fifteenth  Cori)S  will  go  into 
camp  near  here,  one  division  some  distance  down  the  road  toward 
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Averasborough,  in  case  orders  are  received  from  General  Sherman  that 
Ave  are  needed.  The  general  desires  me  to  say  further  that  you  may  as 
Avell  make  yourselves  comfortable,  as  the  ground  does  not  improve  up 
to  this  point.  Beyond  here,  hoAvever,  the  ground  seems  higher  and 
more  improved. 

I am.  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Jacksonh  Cross-Boads^  N.  6'.,  March  17^  1865. 
Major-General  Hoavard, 

Commanding  I)epartme7it  and  A^miij  of  the  Tennessee: 
General:  I haA^e  the  honor  to  report  that  my  four  unencumbered 
diAusions  are  up,  and  tlie  rear  one  (the  First)  is  now  going  into  camp. 
j\Iy  scouts  have  returned  from  the  bridge  over  Mingo  Creek,  and  report 
General  Kilpatrick’s  troops  at  the  crossing. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MOHK  A.  LOGAN, 

Major- Center  at. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Jachsoii’s  Cross-RoadSj  A.  0.,  March  17^  1805. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Coowianding  Fifteenth  Arimj  Coys: 

General  : Escaped  prisoners  report  that  there  are  four  or  five  rebel 
s('Outs  dressed  in  our  uniform  complete  who  make  it  their  business  to 
] ick  uj)  single  men  or  parties  of  two  or  three  of  our  men.  The  general 
wishes  a lookout  to  be  kept  for  them  by  the  foragers  and  others,  and  if 
liossible  bring  them  in. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assista^it  Adjnta^it-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Blair,  SeA^enteenth  Army  Corps.) 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
Jachsoids  Cross-Roads,  V.  C.,  Mar  eh  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commaiiding  tdeventeenth  Ariny  Corps: 

General:  Should  it  become  necessary  to  use  a section  of  the  pon- 
toon bridge  in  crossing  my  trains  over  Little  Cohera  Swamp  I have  the 
honor  to  request  that  you  will  send  as  many  boats  as  may  be  re(iuired 
back  to  the  crossing.  They  can  come  np  with  my  wagons. 

I am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  Ge^ieral. 
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IIdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  N.  C’.,  March  :/7,  I860. 

Ivlaj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  I left  canip  at  daylight  this  morn- 
ing and  pushed  out  on  the  road  as  taken  by  General  John  E.  Smith. 
The  roads  were  very  heavy,  so  much  so  as  to  require  almost  continuous 
corduroying.  The  work  was  done  well,  so  that  I know  the  train  under 
charge  of  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods  will  pass  over  that  portion 
of  his  route  without  interruption.  Beaching  the  fork  of  the  road  near 
General  Smith’s  camp,  I turned  to  the  left  and  followed  in  his  rear, 
reaching  my  camp  at  such  an  hour  as  to  give  me  everything  in  snug 
before  dark  this  evening.  At  the  fork  of  the  road  near  General  Smith’s 
camp  of  last  night  I detached  one  of  my  regiments  and  sent  it  down 
the  right-hand  road  to  the  point  directed  by  Major-General  Logan, 
commanding  cori)s.  The  regiment  reported  at  camp  to-night,  having 
accomplished  the  object  desired.  There  was  no  sign  of  the  enemy  at 
the  crossing.  My  troops  cover  the  road  leading  to  Beaman’s  Cross- 
Koads,  my  headquarters  being  on  the  main  road  just  in  rear  of  my 
line. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


ITdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Peters’’  Cross-Roads,  J^.  C.,  March  17,  I860. 

Mnj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  A djiitant- General: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  9 a.  m. 
to-day  and  marched  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division,  arriving  at  this 
])oint  at  2 p!  m.  My  headquarters  are  about  100  yards  north  of  corps 
headquarters. 

1 aiij,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Arma"  Corps, 

March  17,  I860. 

Major-General  Hazen, 

Commandiny  Second  I)ivisio7i,  Ac.: 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  department  head- 
(juarters  the  pontoon  train  (one  section)  will  move  with  the  advance 
division  (yours)  instead  of  with  the  Third,  as  ordered  this  evening. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  17,  I860. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen  : 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  your  information: 
W.  T.  Mainor,  private.  Fifty-first  North  Carolina  Infantry,  a paroled 
])risoner,  was  brought  in  by  foragers  to-night  and  makes  the  following 
statement:  We  passed  through  Bichmond,  Ya.,  March  II,  and  Golds- 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


875 


boroug’li  March  15.  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  E.  Lee  had  left  Eichmond  and  was 
supposed  to  be  at  Ealeigh.  Pickett’s  division  liad  inarched  for  that 
idace  on  the  10th.  Machinery  and  refugees  were  being  sent  to  Greens- 
borougii,  N.  G.  Olingman’s  brigade  bad  been  in  Goldsborougb — had 
inarclied  for  Ealeigh  on  the  13th.  On  the  15th  only  one  company  of 
artillery  was  in  the  city;  left  to  burn  the  cotton.  ’ Eoads  are  good 
between  this  point  and  Goldsborough.  Prisoner  intelligent  and  com- 
municative. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  SCUPHAM, 

Assistant  Topographical  Engineer,  Second  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps. 


[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps, 

March  18,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  higher  commanders.  This 
soldier  says  Goldsborough  was  evacuated  on  Monday  last. 

W.  E.  HAZEN, 

Alajor-  Gejieral. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Head  of  Jones’’  Sivamp,  JSf.  C.,  March  17,  1865 — 2 a.  m. 
Maj.  M.  WOODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
9 a.  m.  yesterday,  the  16th  instant,  and  following  the  Second  Division, 
moved  on  main  Goldsborough  road  to  head  of  Jones’  Swamp,  encamping 
near  the  forks  of  the  main  Goldsborough  and  Graham  roads  between 
7 p.  m.  and  1 o’clock  this  a.  m.  The  column  was  delayed  a great  deal 
by  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the  roads.  The  First  Brigade  is 
encamped  on  Goldsborough  road,  four  regiments  in  line  fronting  east, 
and  one  regiment  three-quarters  of  a mile  in  front,  as  an  advance  i)Ost, 
covering  a small  creek,  upon  the  opposite  side  of  which  a brigade  of 
Wheeler’s  and  Butler’s  cavalry  is  reported  to  be  stationed.  Two  regi- 
ments of  the  Second  Brigade  are  in  line  on  the  Graham  road,  their 
right  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade;  one  regiment  is  on 
the  Goldsborough  road  covering  approaches  from  the  rear.  The  artil- 
lery and  trains  are  near,  and  these  headquarters  at  the  forks  of  road. 
Distance  marched,  eight  miles.  Upon  my  arrival  at  South  Eiver,  one 
mil^i  and  a half  from  camp,  I was  obliged  to  halt  iny  command  and 
wnit  until  3.40  for  the  Second  Division  trains  to  pass  over.  A portion 
of  the  time  I had  my  pioneer  corps  at  work  hauling  brick,  having  had 
some  of  my  teams  unloaded  for  that  purpose,  and  tilling  the  holes  in  the 
road  to  enable  them  to  get  out  of  my  way. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

■ JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  (’orps, 

JaeJeson’s  Cross-Roads,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  M.  WoODiiULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  that  this  command  broke  camp 
at  head  of  Jones’  Swamp  at  8 this  a.  m.  and  marched,  following  the 
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Second  Division,  eight  miles  on  the  Graham  road,  the  last  of  the 
command  encamping  at  about  3 m.,  as  follows : The  Second  Brigade  on 

north  side  of,  and  parallel  with,  the  road,  fronting  north  and  connecting 
with  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Division;  the  First  Brigade  on  the  south 
side  of  and  the  right  resting  on  the  road  fronting  west,  and  covering- 
approaches  from  the  rear;  artillery  and  trains  in  rear  of  the  Second 
Brigade;  headquarters  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  and  about  300 
yards  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Little  Gohera  Greeh,  JL.  (7.,  March  17,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command  this  instant:  Pursuant  to  orders  from 
corps  headquarters  I broke  camp  at  7 a.  m.  and  moved  upon  the 
Goldsborough  road  to  Jackson’s  Oross-Eoads,  six  miles  distant,  where 
I placed  my  command  in  an  intrenched  position  for  the  night.  In 
accordance  with  the  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  corps, 
I dispatched  one  regiment  of  infantry  to  hold  a bridge  across  Little 
Cohera  about  five  miles  distant  from  my  position,  which,  however,  was 
withdrawn  in  accordance  with  instructions  upon  the  arrival  of  our 
cavalry  to  occupy  the  same. 

I am,* very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ji^O.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Special  ')  Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field*  Orders,  [ In  the  Field,  near  Little  Cohera  Creelc, 

E'o.  43.  ) March  17,  1865. 

I.  This  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  9 a.  m.,  awaiting 
orders  after  that  hour.  Brigades  in  the  order  of  First,  Second,  Third. 
The  rear  and  advance  guard  will  consist  of  two  regiments  each,  which 
will  be  independent  of  the  provost  guards  in  advance  and  rear;  the 
remainder  of  the  troops  moving  by  the  side  of  trains,  which  must  be 
Avell  closed  up.  The  movement  will  be  in  the  direction  of  Everettsville. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  ]M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  ()8.  ^ Beaman’’ s Cross-Roads,  A.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

The  following  are  the  orders  for  to-morrow:  Brig.  Gen.  JM.  F.  Force, 
commanding  Third  Division,  will  have  the  advance,  cTiid  will  move  for- 
ward at  7 a.  m.,  via  Troublefield’s  Store,  on  the  road  to  Mount  Olive. 
The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move 
forward  at  3 o’clock,  and  will  Ibllow  the  Third  Division  to  Troublefield’s 
Store.  I twill  then  take  the  Everettsville  road,  via  Dead  Fields,  and  move 
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to  a point,  if  practicable,  twelve  miles  from  Beaman’s  Cross-Eoads. 
Should  no  orders  to  the  contrary  reach  General  Mower,  he  will  march  the 
next  day  to  Everettsville.  1lie  bridge  train.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tweed- 
dale  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Division  train  to  Everettsville. 
Major-General  Mower  will  have  a regiment  with  the  bridge  train  as 
guard  and  to  assist  it.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the  main  bridge  train  to  Troublefield’s 
Store,  and  then  taking  the  lower  road  Avill  follow  the  route  of  the  Third 
Division.  The  detachment  of  the  bridge  train.  Lieutenant  Tanner 
commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division  train.  The  detachment  of 
the  train  department  headquarters  will  follow  the  Third  Division  next 
after  the  detachment  of  the  pontoon  train,  which  is  encamped  near 
these  headquarters.  These  headquarters  will  be  with  the  Third 
Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair; 

C.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  BlacJc  Creeli,  N.  0.,  March  17.,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 
Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  corps  with  your  train  and  wounded  to  Mingo  Creek,  by  the  Golds- 
borough  Eoad,  which  passes  through  Benton ville.  General  Williams 
has  sent  one  division  to  Averasborough  to  cover  the  movement.  The 
twm  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  will  follow  you.  They  will  bury 
the  dead.  It  is  expected  that  the  Eight  Wing  has  reached  Mingo 
Creek  and  is  constructing  a bridge  for  us.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send 
your  pioneer  corps  to  build  a bridge  over  Black  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

East  of  Blade  Creeh^  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  lam  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  at  a point  from  one  to  two  miles  beyond  Mingo  Creek  the  road 
forks,  the  left-hand  road  leading  to  Smithfield,  the  right  to  Golds- 
borough.  He  directs  that  you  take  the  road  to  the  right  to  Cox’s 
Bridge.  He  also  directs  that  you  throw  out  a regiment  from  the  lead- 
ing division  on  the  Smithfield  load,  to  remain  while  the  division  is 
passing,  and  to  be  relieved  by  a regiment  from  your  other  division, 
wdiich  will  remain  until  relieved  by  a regiment  from  the  Twentieth 
Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad juta7it- General. 
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Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  \ In  the  Field,  A.  (7.,  March  17,  1865. 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the  corps  will  move  immediately 
to  Mingo  Creek,  by  the  Goldsborough  road,  which  passes  through 
Bentonville,  carrying  their  wounded  with  them.  The  First  Division 
will  take  the  advance,  and  General  Carlin  will  throw  forward  a 
luoneer  party  to  build  a bridge  over  Black  Creek.  The  reserve  bat- 
tery will  still  march  witn  the  Second  Division.  Corps  headquarters 
will  move  with  tlie  First  Division. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps, 

No.  23.  ) In  the  Field,  March  17,  1865. 

General  Morgan  will  move  his  division  at  daylight  to-morrow  upon 
the  direct  road  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  and  will  march  as  far  as  the 
condition  of  the  roads  will  permit.  General  Carlin  will  follow  General 
Morgan.  The  reserve  artillery  will  move  with  General  Morgan.  Corps 
heachiuarters  will  move  with  General  Carlin.  Division  commanders 
will  see  that  their  wagons  are  well  closed  up. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  AVing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Blade  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 
Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Tiventieth  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  General  Davis  has  been  instructed  to  move  his  command  to  Mingo 
Creek  by  the  Goldsborough  road,  which  passes  through  Bentonville. 
He  directs  that  you  keep  your  division  at  Averasborough  to  cover  the 
movement,  and  that  you  move  your  other  division  with  train  and 
wounded  to  Mingo  Creek,  in  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  General 
Slocum  directs  that  you  make  details  for  interring  all  the  dead,  keeping 
an  exact  account  of  the  number,  our  own  and  rebel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ROBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Acting  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Twentieth  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  March  17,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  I^erkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Corps: 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  from  the  best  information  I 
can  obtain  that  there  is  no  enemy  in  front  of  this  command. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers.  ' 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  the  Kingsbury  and  ^mithfield  Road^  March  17.  1865. 
General  J.  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

General  : The  general  commanding  the  corj)S  directs  that  you  move 
slowly  with  the  trains  on  the  direct  road  to  Goldsborough.  We  will 
move  as  soon  as  the  ambulances  and  wagons  sent  for  arrive.  We 
met  the  enemy  near  the  Kingsbury  and  Smithfield  road  and  were 
sharply  engaged  the  most  of  yesterday  driving  the  enemy  from  two 
lilies  of  works  and  capturing  three  guns,  sustaining  a loss  of  about  250 
killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy  have  lelt  their  third  line  this  morn- 
ing. He  further  directs  that  you  push  the  empty  wagons  and  ambu- 
lances sent  for  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  us.  We  will  inove  as 
soon  as  they  arrive.  You  will  also  send,  if  possible,  sufiQcient  coffee 
and  hard  bread  for  the  wounded  (which  may  amount  to  300)  either  by 
wagons  or  by  pack  animals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — We  will  iirobably  move  on  the  Kingsbury  and  Bentonville 
road. 


C.  M. 


On  the  Battle-field,  N.  0.,  March  17,  1865. 
Major-General  Geary: 

Dear  Sir:  I arrived  here  with  the  train  about  2 p.  m.  Found  the 
Raleigh  road — or  rather  the  portion  of  it  we  had  to  travel — perfectly 
abominable,  but  'thanks  to  whips  and  labor  and  perseverance  we 
waded  through.  A few  wagons  tfoni  the  other  divisions  joined  me  on 
the  route  and  half  a,  dozen  cavalry  wagons  also  joined  the  train.  The 
supply  ot  empty  wagons  is  abundant,  but  Doctor  Goodman  scolded 
about  the  lack  of  ambulances.  The  fight  was  evidently  a sharp  one. 
About  75  killed  and  250  wounded,  3 pieces  rebel  artillery  captured  and 
250  prisoners.  Rebels  are  now  on  the  retreat  and  our  forces  are  fol- 
lowing. We  are  directed  to  remain  with  the  troops,  and  it  is  expected 
tlie  lines  will  converge  togetlier  rapidly  and  the  wagons 'will  then  join 
their  commands.  1 have  dismissed  my  mounted  escort  and  presume 
sufficient  force  will  be  furnished  to  get  the  wagons  forward,  at  least 
until  the  troops  and  trains  are  again  united.  I found  the  Third  Division 
train  badly  stuck  in  the  mud,  about  two  miles  this  side  of  the  river. 
They  sent  seven  wagons  to  join  my  train.  I thought  perhaps  you 
would  be  interested  in  learning' some  of  the  facts  1 have  stated  abov^e. 
Please  forgive  my  presum jition,  and  1 will  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MOSES  SUMMERS. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Taylor’s  Hole  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

General  : The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  you  move 
your  division  (without  wagons)  Ibrward  carefully  on  the  road  toward 
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Averasboroug’li.  It  is  supposed  that  the  enemy  have  retired  on  that 
road.  The  general  does  not  vv^ish  you  to  engage  the  enemy  in  case  you 
find  them,  but  simply  to  develop  their  position.  A battery  of  artillery 
has  been  ordered  to  accompany  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  PEliKINS, 
Assistant  xUljntant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Militara"  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Mareh  17^  1865. 


Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Blade  River  ^Lills: 


General:  The  enemy  has  gone  from  our  front,  and  I take  it  he  is 
up  at  the  forks  of  the  Ealeigh  and  Smithueld  roads — Averasborough. 
General  Slocum  will  feel  up  that  road,  but  piepared  to  use  the  Golds- 
borough  road  which  crosses  Black  and  Mingo.  I have  ordered  General 
Howard  to  be  at  Mingo  to  night,  but  I want  your  cavalry  on  the  road 
which  leads  fre m Black  Eiver  bridge  toward  Elevation.  Captain  Dun- 
can, of  General  Howard’s  scouts,  is  here,  having  escaped.  He  reports 
Hardee  and  Wheeler  ahead  of  us  on  the  Smithfield  road.  Wade  Hamp 
ton  and  Butler  are  off  in  front  of  General  Howard.  You  can  forage 
from  the  Goldsborough  road  northward  between  Black  and  Mingo. 

Yours,  truly, 

W^  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Kinston,  March  17.,  1865. 


M aj or- General  Sherman  : 

. After  the  defeat  of  Bragg  at  Southwest  Creek,  on  the  10th,  he 
abandoned  this  place  without  further  opposition.  1 am  straining  every 
nerve  to  get  the  railroad  comiileted  and  supplies  for  you  here.  It  will 
be  done  by  the  20th.  Your  demonstration  against  Ealeigh  has  caused 
the  enemy  to  withdraw,  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  his  troops  from  Golds- 
borough. I could  easily  have  taken  that  place  before  now,  but  for  the 
matter  of  supplies.  I .am  almost  without  wagon^;  but  I think  you 
will  be  able  to  cross  the  river  and  occupy  Goldsborough  without 
opposition,  if  you  do  not  give  time  for  the  enemy  to  come  back  from 
Ealeigh.  I will  also  advance  toward  Goldsborough  as  soon  as  I can  get 
supplies;  I hope,  on  Sunday  or  Monday.  I am  trying  to  get  boats  up 
the  river,  but  none  have  succeeded  in  reaching  this  place  yet.  The 
supply  question  will  trouble  us.  There  are  only  four  engines  and  eighty 
cars  on  this  road  yet.  I think  it  would  be  well  to  send  your  wagons 
here  as  soon  as  your  cavalry  strike  the  Keuse  Eiver.  I will  have 
20,000  xiairs  of  shoesjand  other  supplies  for  you  here. 

j.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Yew  Berne,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

One  regiment  from  the  soutli  went  to  the  front  as  guard  to  boats 
Two  are  rei)airing  Neuse  and  Trent  roads  and  will  reach  Southwest 
Creek  in  one  or  two  days.  Two  regiments  of  the  same  brigade,  viz. 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army^  Coiqis,  are  now 
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here  and  can  go  forward  at  once.  The  three  regiments  on  the  way  to 
tlie  front  did  not  have  time  to  fit  out,  Brigadier-General  Birge,  com- 
manding division,  is  now  here.  Shall  he  come  forward  or  remain  with 
the  brigade  at  Morehead!  The  two  regiments  repairing  road  do  not 
belong  to  the  brigade  with  the  one  on  boats  and  those  here. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Brigadier-General  Schofield, 

New  Berne: 


Kinston,  March  17^  1865. 


Let  General  Birge  remaUi  until  the  main  ]X)rtion  of  his  division 
(jomes  forward.  How  many  brigades  in  his  division,  and  when  may 
the  last  be  expected  at  Morehead?  Ask  him  if  he  knows  what 
other  troops  are  coming  from  the  south.  I want  plenty  of  men  at 
Morehead  and  Kew  Berne  to  handle  stores  rapidly,  and  the  balance  to 
come  forward. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Kinston,  March  17,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  New  Berne: 

I want  all  troops  coming  from  the  south  which,  belong  to  organized 
brigades  or  divisions  to  come  forward  and  join  the  army  as  rapidly  as 
they  can  be  spared,  leaving  General  Easton  such  as  he  may  require 
for  fatigue  and  general  duty.  General  Balmer  will  remain  in  com- 
mand of  the  district.  He  will  have  for  garrisons  his  old  troops  and 
such  of  those  coming  from  the  south  as  may  be  necessary,  those  with- 
out brigade  organization  being  preferred. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Kew  Berne,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

Mr.  Van  Dyne  has  just  sent  me  a dispatch,  received  by  him  from 
Major  Wherry,  directing  him  to  send  Ml  stores  to  the  terminus  of  the 
railroad.  I have  instructed  Mr.  Van  Dyne  to  obey  the  order,  but  it 
may  seriously  interfere  with  trans])ortation  during  the  next  few  days 
it  sui)))ly  trains  are  i)ushed  forward  now  over  the  half  finished  track 
and. in  the  w^ay  of  the  construction  trains. 

W.  W.  WEIGHT, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer  and  General  Superintendent. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
Ko.  5. 

# * 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Korth  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  Afarch  17,  1865. 

* # # ■X!  * 


II.  A brigade  not  less  than  1,000  strong,  with  one  light  battery,  will 
be  detailed  from  General  Balmerts  division  for  garrison  and  fatigue 
duty  at  Kinston  and  the  railroad  and  wagon  bridges  near  that  place. 
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The  brigade  will  at  once  proceed  to  construct  the  proper  defenses  for 
the  protection  of  the  bridges  and  railroad  depot  under  the  direction  of 
the  chief  engineer,  and  will  furnish  all  details  that  may  be  required  by 
the  quartermaster  at  Kinston  for  fatigue  duty.  The  brigade  com- 
mander will  continue  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Palmer  as  here- 
tofore. 

* # # * . # * * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

WM.  M.  WHEKKY, 

Major  and  Aid e-de- Camp. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

> *Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  30.  ) Afeiv  Berne.,  ¥.  G.,  March  17^  1865. 

I.  The  detachment  of  the  signal  corps  serving  in  the  department 
will  be  organized  as  follows: 

First.  At  department  headquarters:  One  lieutenant  as  chief  signal 
officer  j one  lieutenant,  adjutant,  officer  in  charge  of  records;  one  lieu- 
tenant, quartermaster,  ordnance  officer,  and  property  officer  command- 
ing depot  camp.  The  number  of  enlisted  men  will  be  determined  as 
occasion  may  require. 

Second.  Two  officers,  two  sergeants,  with  as  many  privates  (not 
exceeding  twelve)  as  the  force  of  the  department  will  allow,  will  be 
assigned  to  each  division  headquarters  (provided  such  division  is  an 
independent  command)  for  permanent  duty. 

Third.  The  ofiicers  and  enlisted  men  not  thus  detached  will  constitute 
a reserve  for  service  upon  special  expeditions,  suiiplying  temporary  sta- 
tions, completing  lines  of  communication  when  the  force  at  division 
headquarters  may  be  inadequate,  and  for  similar  emergencies.  This 
reserve  to  be  at  the  depot  camp. 

Fourth.  The  entire  detachment  to  be  mounted  and  supplied  with  one 
light  spring  wagon  for  every  two  officers;  heavier  transportation  to  be 
allowed  the  property  officers  at  department  headquarters.  Lieut.  E. 
H.  Russell,  chief  signal  officer,  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order. 

II.  Lieut.  R.  Williams,  having  been,  assigned  to  duty  as  depot  ord- 
nance officer  at  this  place,  is  charged  with  the  following  duties,  viz: 
The  care  of  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  and  about  Wilming- 
ton* in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  chief  ordnance  officer.  Depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina,  and  orders  and  circulars  governing  the  ord- 
nance de])artment.  The  superintendence  of  the  ordnance  in  Forts 
Fisher,  Caswell,  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River,  and  at  Smithville, 
N.  C.,  to  see  that  all  is  properly  accounted  for,  repaired,  and  kept  in 
order.  To  keep  in  Wilmington  a supply  of  ammunition,  not  exceeding 
200  rounds  per  gun  for  the  troops  in  the  district  for  small-arms,  and 
200  rounds  i)er  gun  for  artillery.  Lieutenant  Williams  will  be  gov- 
erned by  his  experience  in  ordnance  duties  and  the  instructions  of  the 
commanding  general  and  chief  ordnance  officer,  Dei)artment  of  North 
Carolina.  Commanding  officers  and  the  quartermaster’s  department 
are  requested  to  furnish  Lieutenant  Williams  all  assistance  in  their 
power  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  oflice. 

* * # * ^ 

Bv  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

d.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aashtant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  District  oe  Beaufort, 

Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

Major  Wherry,  Aide-de-Camp : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  cavalry  of  this  command 
under  Gol.  James  W.  Savage,  Twelfth  Kew  York  Cavalry,  made  a 
reconnaissance  to-day,  crossing  Falling  Greek  about  four  miles  above 
the  Goldsborongh  road.  A short  distance  beyond  the  creek  they  met 
a rebel  cavalry  picket  and  drove  them  in  upon  their  main  force,  about 
100  strong,  who  speedily  retreated.  Our  force  pursued  them  for  four 
miles  on  the  gallop  and  succeeded  in  capturing  seventeen  prisoners, 
among  them  the  surgeon  of  the  Sixth  IS^orth  Carolina  Cavalry.  Col- 
onel Savage  reports  that  the  railroad  bridge  over  Falling  Creek  is  wholly 
destroyed.  The  si)an  is  from  sixty  to  seventy  feet. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major-  General,  Gonimanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Beaufort, 

Kinston,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  Wrioht,  Chief  Engineer,  &c.,  Neic  Berne: 

Cannot  the  trains  be  now  unloaded  at  the  burnt  saw-mill  one  mile 
and  a half  below  Wise’s  Forks?  The  steam-boats  are  not  getting  up 
and  our  trains  are  not  large  enough  to  haul  stores  from  Dover  here. 
It  will  beside  save  some  bad  road.  Please  have  it  done  unless  some 
very  strong  reason  exists  to  the  contrarv. 

J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General,  Commandmg. 


New  Berne,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox: 

The  trains  of  supplies  cannot  be  run  beyond  Dover  without  inter 
feriiig  more  or  less  with  construction  of  the  road,  until  we  get  the  track 
to  the  river.  It  takes  some  little  time,  even  after  the  rails  are  down,  to 
Mirface  np  the  track  and  make  it  so  that  trains  can  pass  over  it  safely. 
However,  if  you  wish,  we  Avill  try  running  trains  to  the  end  crossing 
you  name  in  your  dispatch,  but  unless  the  quartermaster  has  them 
unloaded  promptly  it  Avill  cause  serious  delay  to  construction. 

W.  W.  WBIGHT, 
Colonel  cmd  Chief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  X.  Coucii, 

Conidg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  23d  Army  Corps : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ask 
you  to  see  that  all  the  ties  necessary  to  complete  the  railroad  to  the  river 
shall  be  gotten  out,  and  also  that  you  open  two  or  three  good  wagon 
roads  from  your  headquarters  to  the  railroad  near  the  bridge.  Your 
communication  ot  this  p.  m.  containing  information  of  Colonel  Strick- 
land’s progress  is  just  received,  and  meets  Avith  the  major-general 
commhnding’s  approval. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WIIFBKY, 
Major  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

No.  10.  ] Kinston^  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

I.  Capt.  E.  C.  Taggart,  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  having  reported  in  compliance  with  Si>ecial  Orders, 
No.  28,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  announced  as 
acting  assistant  inspector-general  for  this  division.  He  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eeilly: 

CHAS.  1).  ERODES, 

Captain  and  Acting  Asnistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
No.  12. 

# * 


Headquarters.  First  Division, 

District  of  Beaufort, 

Iw  the  Field,  V.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

-T- 


IV.  Commanders  of  brigades,  will  at  once  construct  secure  earth  works 
in  the  front*of  their  lines.  The  left  of  theFirst  Brigade  will  connect  with 
the  right  of  General  Euger’s  line  of  works,  and  the  line  will  be  made 
continuous,  from,  that  point- to  the  right  of  tlie  brigade  of  Colonel  Claas- 
sen,  the  extreme  right  of  which  will  be  well  thrown  to  the  rear.  This 
completed,  strong  abatis  will  be  constructed  in  front  of  the  line,  and 
the  neighboring  works  and  thickets  sufficiently  slashed  to  make  all 
approaches  from  the  front  as  difficult  as  possible. 

V.  The  brigade  of  General  Harland  is  designated  for  the  duty  ordered 
in  Special  Orders,  No.  5,  paragraph  II,  current  series,  from  the  head- 
quarters Department  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

# * # # * ^ * 


By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Captain  and  Ansistant  Adjutant- General. 


Marching  Orders.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

South  Washington,  V.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.,  General  Paine’s 
division  leading,  followed  by  the  pontoon  train.  General  Ames’ 
division  will  follow,  one  brigade  being  detailed  as  rear  guard  to  follow 
the  train  and  furnish  the  necessary  details  to  assist  it  upon  the  road. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEET, 

Major  and.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wilmington,  March  17,  1865. 

Lieut.  E.  W.  Eeid, 

Fort  Fisher : 

Proceed  with  your  troops  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  report  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  will  forward  them  to  their  respective  regiments, 
Avhich  are  with  General  Schofield,  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  hav'^e 
mails  or  })assengers  for  Wilmington  transfer  them  to  the  Hancox,  it 
possible. 

GEO.  S.  DODGE, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  and  Chic/  Quartermaster. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Northern  District, 

Department  of  the  Bouth, 

No.  16.  ; Charleston^  8.  0.,  March  17^  1865. 

George  A.  Gardner  is  hereby  announced  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff 
of  the  brigadier-general  commanding,  with  the  rank  of  .captain,  .and 
will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Lieut.  George  L.  Burger,  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
announced  as  acting  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch: 

LEONAED  B.  PEEEY, 

First  TAetU.y  Fifty -fifth  Mass.  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  18,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Dyer, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington : 

There  must  be  a large  amount  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in 
the  Departments  of  North  Carolina  and  the  South,  which  can  not  be  of 
use  in  either  of  these  departments  and  much  of  which  might  answer  to 
till  requisitions  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  It  probably  will  be 
advisable  to  send  siege  stores  from  Charleston  to  Mobile  Bay  without 
waiting  requisitions. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,,  Twenty-seven  Miles  from  Goldshorongh, 

March  18,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

General  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General  : The  Fourteenth  Corps  is  here,  but  the  Twentieth  is  well 
back.  It  started  from  Averasborough  and  North  Eiver  with  Kilpatrick 
to  the  north  of  the  road.  We  heard  some  musketry  and  artillery  in 
that  direction,  but  Colonel  Poe  left  Mingo  Creek,  which  he  bridged,  at 
11,  at  which  time  the  Twentieth  Corps  was  half  a mile  behind.  We 
cannot  get  any  farther  to-day.  Davis  may  go  a couple  miles  farther  to 
the  forks  of  the  road.  I think  this  road,  the  Averasborough  and  Golds- 
borough  road,  will  lead  to  Cox^s  Bridge,  though  it  is  represented  as 
passing  three  miles  south  of  Bentonville.  Get  on  to  the  right  hand 
road  so  that  Geary  and  his  trains  may  take  that  to  Goldsborough  via 
Cox’s  Bridge.  I think  the  enemy  is  concentrated  about  Smitliland 
[Smithtieldj  and  I cannot  make  out  whether  Goldsborough  is  held  in 
force  or  not.  I think  it  probable  that  Joe  Johnston  will  try  to  prevent 
our  getting  Goldsborough.  We  find  a good  deal  of  forage  to-day,  but  the 
roads  still  cut  deep.  I hope  the  sun  of  to-day  will  dry  them  up  good. 

Our  map  is  evidently  faulty.  Can’t  you  send  me,  to-night,  a sketch 
of  the  country  toward  Dead  Fields,  Everetts ville,  and  Faison's  "I  1 fear 
Slocum  will  be  jammed  with  all  his  trains  in  a narrow  space;  but  at 
the  same  time  I don’t  want  to  pash  you  off  too  far  till  this  Hank  is 
better  .covered  by  the  Neuse. 
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Slocum  is  back  witli  the  Twentieth  Corps  and  as  soon  as  I hear  from 
him  1 will  send  over  to  you.  Morgan’s  division  found  a couple  of 
Ilami'toirs  regiments  here,  but  they  cleared  out  toward  tlie  north  as 
soon  as  he  deployed  skirmishers. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqes.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Alex.  Bentons  House,  A.  C.,  AlmHi  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  I am  going  into  camp  near  tliis  point.  It  is  o]i  Avhat  is 
called  the  new  Goldsborough  road,  and  is  about  one  mile  from  Lee’s 
Store  and  about  five  miles  from  Troublefield’s  Store.  General  Blair 
will  be  not  tar  from  Troublefield’s  Store  to  night  and  the  trains  will  be 
between  tliat  iioint  and  Beaman’s  Cross-lioads.  I have  suggested  to 
General  Geary  that  he  had  better  encamp  near  Lee’s  Store.  I heard 
some  cannonading  on  my  left  this  morning,  but  it  ceased  by  the  time  I 
reached  Lee’s  Store.  From  the  last  named’  place  Goldsborough  is 
equidistant  by  the  old  road. and  the  new. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Alarch  18,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Present : 

General:  Slocum  is  uii.  The  firing  you  heard  was  Kilpatrick,  who 
found  parties  picketing  roads  to  the  north.  He  reports  Hardee  retreat- 
ing on  Smithfield,  and  Joe  Johnston  collecting  his  old  Georgia  army 
this  side  of  Raleigh.  I know  that,  he  will  call  iu  all  minor  posts, 
which  embraces  Goldsborough.  Y^ou  may,  therefore,  move  straight  for 
Goldsborough,  leaving  Slocum  the  river  road,  and,  if  i)ossible,  the  one 
from  Lee’s  Store  toward  Falling  Waters.  Make  a break  into  Golds- 
borough from  the  south,  and  let  your  scouts  strike  out  for  Schofield  at 
Kinston,  though  1 hope  to  meet  him  at  Goldsborough.  Our  roads  are 
very  bad,  but  I think  the  Fourteenth  Corps  will  be  at  Cox’s  Bridge 
to-morrow  night,  and  will  aim  to  strike  the  railroad  to  the  northwest  of 
Goldsborough.  If  any  change  occurs  I will  notify  you  to-night. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Bentoii’s  Cross-Roads,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865 — 6.50  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

General:  I think  that  General  Geary  would  do  well  to  follow  my 
lour  light  divisions  on  the  new  Goldsborough  road.  1 understand  that 
1 have  kept  entirely  out  of  his  way,  and  shall  be  able  to  remain  so.  If 
he  goes  to  my  left  it  will  bring  the  whole  corps  on  one  road.  1 have 
ah-eady  suggested  this  to  General  Geary.  It  is  currently  reported  by 
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the  citizens  that  Goldsborough  is  occupied  by  General  Schofiekhs  forces. 
Please  find  inclosed  a rough  sketch*  of  the  roads,  made  by  Captain 
Reese,  from  information  derived  from  the  citizens. 

Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  Oenerai. 

[Indorsement.] 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  March  18 , 1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Slocum  for  his  information. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Sherman : 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


To  be  returned. 


Special  ) Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  64.  ) Benton’s  Cross-Roads^  N.  C.,  March  18 j 1865. 

I.  Each  corps  of  this  command,  following  the  general  directions  indi- 
cated in  the  order  of  march  for  to-day,  will  move  forward  to-morrow 
and  endeavor  to  cross  with  each  head  of  column  tlie  road  leading  south 
of  Cox’s  Bridge,  through  Falling  Creek,  Old  Court-House,  &c.  These 
beadquarters  will  follow  the  leading  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps. 

* * # * # # 

Bv  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Ingram’s  Plantation^  A.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Ma.jor:  1 respectfully  report  nothing  of  particular  or  unusual  inter- 
est has  occurred  in  my  division  to-day.  I marched  out  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral John  E.  Smith  at  9 a.  m.,  finding  good  roads  for  the  greater  p.rr^^ 
of  tlie  march.  Now,  at  5.36  xi.  m.,  1 am  in  cam})  with  everything  at 
Ingram’s  x)lantation  on  the  Clinton  road,  covering  the  road  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Clinton  witb  one  brigade,  and  with  my  remaining  brigade 
encamped  on  a x)lantation  road  leading  toward  Goldsborough.  I rexiort 
four  men  from  these  headquarters  cax)tnred  while  foraging  near  Fayette- 
ville. My  headquarters  are  at  Ingram’s  x)hintation. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Train  Guard,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Bouth  River,  March  18,  1865 — 3 a.  ni. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Ma.jor:  I have  the  lionor  to  rex)ort  that  I am  camped  about  one  mile 
and  a half  east  of  South  River,  having  crossed  the  last  wagon  at  5.30 


^ Omitted. 
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o’clock  yesterday  afternoon.  If  General  Blair’s  pontoons  are  sent  to 
the  Little  Coliera  so  as  not  to  detain  me,  I can  cross  that  stream  to-day. 
The  roads  for  several  miles  ahead  are  said  to  be  very  bad.  I cannot 
promise  to  make  Beaman’s  Oross-Koads  before  day  after  to-morrow 
some  time  in  the  day — that  is  to  say,  on  the  20th. 

'I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General.,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Train  Guard,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  the  Boad^  March  18,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I think  I made  a mistake  in  my  note  of  this  morning  as  to 
the  time  I expect  to  reach  Beaman’s  Oross-Eoads.  I think  I named 
day  after  to-morrow,  the  20th.  I meant  to  say  to-morrow,  the  19th.  I 
have  just  heard  from  the  river  and  learii  that  the  pontoons  will  be 
ready  for  use  by  the  time  we  reach  there.  We  are  making  very  good 
progress  this  morning,  but  the  roads  are  awful. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Train  Guard. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Bentonls  Cross-Roads,  N.  (7.,  31  arch  18,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at 
7 o’clock  this  a.  m.,  and  following  the  Second  Division  marched  eleven 
miles  on  Benton ville  road  to  Monk’s  plantation,  thence  one  mile  on  Clin- 
ton road  to  Benton’s  Cross-Eoads,  encamping  on  the  Bentonville  road  at 
3 p.  m.  The  position  of  the  troops  is  as  follows : The  First  Brigade  is  in 
line,  its  right  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Division,  and  its  left 
resting  on  the  Bentonville  road,  fronting  east.  The  Second  Brigade  is 
on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  in  column  by  regiments,  fronting  east, 
its  right  resting  on  the  road  and  its  left  on  a swamp.  Artillery  and 
trains  are  in  rear  of  First  and  Second  Brigades.  Headquarters  are  on 
south  side  of  the  road  and  2.50  yards  in  rear  of  the  left  of  First  Brigade. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  major-general  commanding 
cori)s,  a regiment,  (Sixty-third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry)  was  sent 
to  reconnoiter  the  Bentonville  road.  It  moved  out  four  miles  with- 
out meeting  any  force,  but  three-fourths  of  a mile  farther  on  a small 
mounted  force  accompanying  the  regiment  met  and  drove  in  a strong 
cavalry  picket  ])ost.  At  this  ])oint,  from  the  best  information 
obtained,  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  battery  Avere  stationed 
until  2 o’clock  this  j).  m.  They  had  thrown  uj)  intrenchments  of  rails 
and  earth.  At  the  aboA^e-nnmtioned  hour  they  fell  back  to  the  forks 
of  the  Smithlield  and  (Joldsborough  roads. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  3lajor- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fietd^  near  Newton^ s Grove^  N.  C.,  March  78,  1865, 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  coiniiliance  with  orders 
from  corp's  headquarters,  I broke  camp  at  0.30  a.  m.  this  instant,  mov- 
ing in  rear  of  the  First  Division  of  this  corps  upon  the  Goldsborough 
road,  crossing  both  Little  and  Big  Cohera  Kivers  to  Newton’s  Grove,  and 
from  thence  upon  the  Clinton  road  a distance  of  half  a mile,  where  two 
brigades  of  ray  command  and  battery  are  in  bivouac  and  position.  One 
brigade  is  in  position  at  Newton’s  Grove  covering  the  Fayetteville  and 
Goldsborough  and  Smithfield  and  Clinton  roads,  and  so  posted  as  to 
prevent  a surprise  from  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  can  be  easily  with- 
drawn upon  my  main  line.  My  command  has  made  a march  of  ten 
miles  over  heavy  roads. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COEJSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  1 Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  near  Neivtoids  Grove,  A.  C., 

No.  47.  ) March  18,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  break  camp  at  8 a.  m.  to- 
morrow (the  19th  instant),  moving  upon  the  road  toward  Goldsborough. 
The  order  of  brigades  as  follows:  Second,  Third,  First.  Five  regi- 
ments will  move  in  advance  and  two  in  rear  of  trains;  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  upon  the  right  flank  of  trains.  Trains  well  closed  up  and 
in  same  order  as  heretofore,  trains  of  brigades  alternating  m their  posi- 
tion in  the  column  according  to  the  position  of  brigades. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

BentoFs  Cross-Roads,  A.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commandiny  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  From  information  I have  just  received  I understand  that 
you  are  much  I'artlier  advanced  than  1 supposed  you  would  get  to-day. 
Witli  this  column  I will  probably  reach  the  vicinity  of  the  point  marked 
Dead  Fields  on  the  map  to-morrow.  Please  shorten  your  march  so  as 
not  to  get  too  far  off. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  09.  ) Piney  Grove  Cross-Roads,  A.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

The  First  Division,  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower  commanding,  will  move  for- 
ward to-morrow  on  tlie  direct  road  to  Evercttsville,  making  as  near  that 
point  as  iiracticable.  The  bridge  train,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tweeddale 
commanding,  will  follow  the  train  ol  the  First  Division.  The  Third 


890  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LTX. 

Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  move  forward  on  the 
Mount  Olive  road  at  7 a.  m.  The  Fourth  Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A. 
Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  detachment  of 
department  headquarters’  train  will  move  next  after  the  train  of  the 
Fourth  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

G.  GADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders,  J Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  18.  ) In  the  Fieldj  A.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

The  general  commanding  wishes  to  convey  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command  his  high  appreciation  of  their  zeal  and  industry 
during  the  present  campaign.  The  labor  required  in  moving  our  trains 
during  the  wet  weather  and  the  bridges  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  rebuild,  has  been  very  arduous,  but  iierformed  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness.  He  is  proportionately  displeased  with  the 
conduct  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments.  Eleventh  and 
Thirteenth  Iowa,  assigned  to  the  train  yesterday.  Instead  of  using  their 
force  to  repair  the  roads  and  having  the  train  in  at  8 o’clock,  as  it  should 
have  been,  they  left  it  stuck  in  the  mud  and  moved  their  commands  into 
camp.  This  culpable  neglect  not  only  delayed  our  own  train  until  near 
midnight,  but  was  a great  annoyance  to  the  division  moving  in  our  rear. 
This  order  will  be  read  to  the  command  as  soon  as  practicable  after  its 
receipt. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith : 

[AD.  WAEE,  Jr.,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Near  Bentonville,  N.  (7.,  March  18,  1865. 

General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  start 
your  command  at  7 o’clock  to-morrow  morning  and  move  to  Gox’s 
Bridge.  He  wishes  you  to  send  a regiment  in  advance  of  your  column 
to  the  road  leading  across  Mill  Greek  toward  Smithtield,  to# remain 
until  relieved  by  a regiment  from  the  Twentieth  Gorps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  P.  DEGHEBT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  I Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Gorps, 

Field  Orders,  > Colonel  Eastoids  Plantation,  N.  C., 

No.  24.  ) March  18,  1865. 

General  Garlm  will  march  at  0 a.  m.  upon  the  road  indicated  in 
Special  Field  Orders,  No.  23.*  General  Morgan  will  follow  General 
(Jarlin.  Gorps  headquarters  will  move  with  General  Garlin. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Davis: 

A.  G.  McGLLTBG, 

Lii  nfcnaut-Colonel  and  Chief  of  iSlaff. 

■ Sco  u.  878. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Lee’s  House,  Seven  Miles  east  of  Mingo  Creels,  March  18, 1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing : 

General  I have  reached  this  point  witli  my  First  Division,  and 
the  trains  are  coming  in.  General  Ward,  with  the  bulk  of  the  train, 
is  still  back,  but  will  make  this  point  to-night  j but  he  will  probably 
be  late,  as  the  roads  have  been  bad,  requiring  much  work.  1 shall 
start  at  daylight  in  the  morning  and  push  on  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
I understand  that  a brigade  of  General  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  are 
encamped  at  the  cross-roads  six  miles  back  from  here;  they  came  up 
from  our  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Ljee’s  House,  March  18,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  to-morrow  in  the  same  order  as  to-day, 
the  First  Division  starting  jiromptly  at  6 a,  m.,  the  Third  Division 
starting  in  time  to  keep  closed  up  to  the  trains  of  the  preceding  com- 
mand. General  Jackson  will  march  two  brigades  in  advance,  and  will 
make  all  necessary  repairs  to  the  road.  He  will  cover  with  his  other 
brigade  his  OAvn  train,  and  the  ambulance  train.  General  Ward  will 
cover  his  own  trains  with  one  brigade,  the  other  two  will  march  in  rear 
of  all  trains.  One  battery  of  artillery  will  report  to  General  Ward, 
to  march  with  the  rear  guard  ; the  balance  of  the  artillery  will  march 
in  rear  of  the  troops  of  General  Jackson’s  division.  The  Michigan 
Engineers  with  their  tool  wagons  will  follow  the  advanced  artillery, 
starting  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  balance  of  their  wagons  will  follow  the 
wagons  of  the  First  Division.  The  ambulance  train  will  follow  the 
tool  wagons  of  the  Michigan  Engineers. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Bentoii’s  Cross-Roads,  March  18,  1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division^  Twentieth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  head  of  our  col- 
umn reached  this  point  and  commenced  going  into  camp  at  11.30  a.  m. 
Our  headquarters  are  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Benton,  on  the  new  Gohls- 
borough  road,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Blackman  Lee’s  Store.  The 
general  thinks  that  you  may  be  able  to  reach  tin's  point  (Lee’s  Store) 
with  your  trains  to  night,  as  the  roads  are  very  good.  We  heard 
skn  inishing  on  our  left  this  morning,  probably  between  the  foragers  of 
tlie  Fourteenth  (Jorps  and  the  enemy;  also  some  artillery  firing  in  the 
same  direction,  wliich  likely  yon  heard  also. 

1 am,  general,  very  res])ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 

A ssista nt  A djutaiit  Genera  1. 

B.  S.  — Lee’s  Store  is  twenty  six  mih's  iVom  Goldslioiongh. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Bentoni’s  Cross-Roads^  March  18,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Tiventieth  Army  Corps: 

General:  It  is  reported  to  me,  but  I think  it  a mistake,  that  you 
have  taken  a ri^ht-hand  road  leading  to  Troublefiehrs  Store.  If  you 
liave  done  so,  I think  you  had  better  take  a left-hand  road  and  come  to 
this  road ; for  if  you  move  on  the  lower  one  you  will  get  in  rear  of  all 
my  trains,  which  will  put  you  back  at  least  two  days.  The  road  I am 
now  on  is  called  the  Goldsborough  new  road.  It  leads  to  the  right 
from  the  direct  road  I have  been  traveling  on,  a short  distance  south  of 
Falling  Creek,  and  strikes  the  other  road  near  the  point  Dead  Fields. 

O.  O.  HOWAItD, 

Mayor-  General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Blaeh  River,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  Tlie  cavalry  are  having  some  fighting  near  Mingo  Creek. 
The  troops  of  the  First  Division  are  ordered  forward.  The  general 
directs  that  you  take  charge  of  the  whole  train  and  bring  it  forward 
as  rajiidly  as  possible.  The  troops  of  the  First  Division  that  were  sent 
to  the  rear  to  help  forward  some  wagons  are  also  ordered  up,  so  that  if 
the  men  are  needed  therci  you  will  have  to  replace  them.  The  general 
wishes  you  to  send  one  brigade  across  to  this  side  as  soon  as  iiossible, 
to  cover  the  wagons  as  they  come  over.  It  can  be  halted  on  this  side 
if  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  MississippA : 

General  : I have  received  your  several  disiiatches  from  Fayette- 
ville, including  that  of  the  I4th.  I regret  extremely  that  I am  not 
able  to  accomplish  all  that  you  have  wished.  There  has  been  no 
enemy  in  my  front  vsince  the  defeat  of  Bragg  on  the  lOth.  The  ([ues- 
tion  of  going  to  Goldsborough  has  been  simply  one  of  suiiplies.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Twining  will  explain  to  you  the  situation  here,  and 
bring  me  your  orders.  I shall  be  most  hai)py  to  join  you  again  and 
take  the  place  you  have  assigned  me  in  the  grand  army. 

Most  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

General  Easton  has  ordered  all  transportation  for  you  to  be  stopped 
at  Morehead  and  this  i>hu;e.  Is  it  in  accordance  with  instiTictionsfrom 
you"?  Will  the  regiment  on  boats  return  with  them,  or  remain  at  the 
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front?  General  Birge  knows  of  no  other  troops  coming  from  the 
sonth.  One  brigade  of  his  division  remains  at  Savannah  and  two 
come  here.  Two  regiments  and  some  detachments  are  still  behind, 
and  it  is  feared  lost  at  sea. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General. 


Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 
Brigadier- General  Schofield,  Neio  Berne: 

The  detention  of  transportation  at  Morehead  and  New  Berne  is  by 
my  direction.  I thought  I had  informed  you.  General  Sherman  can 
spare  all  the  teams  I want.  The  regiment  on  the  boats  will  return  as 
a guard. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Morehead  City,  K.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield: 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  more  men  here.  Can’t  you  order  the 
balance  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Nineteenth  Army  Corps, 
here  ? There  are  two  regiments  absent.  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth 
and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  New  York  Volunteers.  The  labor 
here  is  immense,  and  we  are  unable  to  get  citizens.  If  you  can  get  any 
negroes  at  the  front  please  send  them  to  me. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

. Chief  Quartermaster. 


Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield: 

I wish  you  would  order  General  Dodge  up  here.  I would  like  very 
much  to  have  his  services  on  this  line  for  awhile.  Our  facilities  are  so 
very  few  that  it  will  require  great  efforts  to  supply  the  army.  Colonel 
Conklin  is  now  in  charge  of  the  distribution  of  stores  at  the  front.  I 
am  sending  him  clothing  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

L.  C.  EASTON, 

Chief  Qu artermaster. 


Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Schofield: 

General  Easton  asks  for  more  men  at  Morehead,  and  names  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  New 
York,  which  belongs  to  the  brigade  now  there.  Send  him  those  if  they 
are  available.  If  not,  send  others.  Let  him  have  all  the  men  he 
wants, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 

t 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

JVew  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865, 
Maj.  William  M.  Wherry,  Senior  Aide- de-C amp : 

For  the  information  of  the  major-general  commanding,  I have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  made  the  following  arrangements  in 
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regard  to  the  troops  from  tlie  south:  The  four  regiments  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  i^iueteenth  Army  Corps,  now  at  Morehead 
City,  I have  thought  best  to  leave  there  for  General  Easton,  and  in 
addition  have  offered  to  send  him  a fraction  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Iowa, 
now  here,  if  he  needs  them.  This  regiment  belongs  to  the  Second 
Brigade  of  same  division,  but  is  less  than  half  here;  balance  not  yet 
arrived  at  Morehead.  The  two  regiments  now  en  route  to  the  front, 
repairing  wagon  roads  (viz.  One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  and  One 
hundred  and  seventy-fifth  New  York),  belong  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
but  f presume  it  will  not  be  thought  expedient  to  return  them  for  the 
purj)ose  of  again  getting  the  brigade  together.  In  addition  to  these 
two^ regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade  I propose  to  send  two  regiments  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  viz.  Twenty-second  Iowa  and  One  hundred  and 
thirty-first  New  York,  forward  at  once.  The  four  regiments  will  then 
be  under  command  of  Colonel  Graham,  Twenty  second  Iowa,  now  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  who,  I am  told,  is  a good  officer.  The  four 
regiments  will  amount  to  about  1,170  officers  and  men.  The  regiment 
now  on  transports  going  forward  to  Kinston  belongs  to  the  Second 
Brigade.  I think  that  with  the  few  troops  doing  post  duty,  the  quar- 
termaster’s employes,  and  the  negroes  that  could  be  commanded  in 
case  of  necessity,  all  the  necessary  work  can  be  done  here  with  suffi- 
cient rapidity.  As  soon  as  the  other  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade 
arrive  (if  they  arrive  at  all),  I will  send  them  forward  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

I am,  general,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General. 


Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 


Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  all  officers  belonging 
to  General  Sherman’s  army  now  in  New  Berne  to  report  to  him  at  these 
headquarters  in  the  field. 

WM.  M.  WHEERY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  Wright, 

Chief  Engineer  Military  Railroads,  New  Berne: 

I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ask  you  to  have 
all  stores  for  the  front  unloaded  at  Burnt  Mill.  This,  he  thinks,  ought 
not  to  interfere  .with  the  construction,  and  the  quartermaster  will  be 
directed  to  have  everything  unloaded  promptly. 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Orders,  f Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  17.  ) Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

All  able-bodied  men  within  the  lines  of  the  army  who  have  no.  legiti- 
mate employment  are  required  to  report  without  delay  to  the  nearest 
provost-marshal  for  enrollment,  in  order  that  they  may  be  employed  in 
the  quartermaster’s  department.  Provost-marshals  Avill  take  measures 
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to  secure  full  coiupliaiice  with  this  order  within  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions. The  names  of  all  persons  enrolled  will  be  reported  to  Brig.  Gen. 
L.  0.  Easton,  chief  quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  upon  his  requisition,  such  number  as  he  may  require  will  be  ordered 
to  report  to  him  for  labor  in  the  quartermasters  department.  They 
will,  while  so  employed  receive  the  usual  compensation  and  subsistence. 
Hereafter  the  commissary  department  will  not  issue  rations  to  any  per- 
son not  in  the  Government  service,  except  such  as  are  unable  from  age 
or  infirmity  to  work,  and  are  actually  dependent  uiion  charity  for  their 
support.  There  is  work  enough  for  all,  and  none  will  be  allowed  to  live 
ill  idleness  while  supported  by  the  Government.  The  general  com- 
manding the  District  of  Beaufort  will  cause  this  order  to  be  strictly  com- 
lihed  with. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

J.  A.  GAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  I^orth  Carolina, 

No.  0.  ( In  the  Field,  Kinston,  March  18,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  will  be  prepared  to  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow,  with 
three  days’  rations  in  haversacks,  and  seventy  rounds  of  ammunition 
(thirty  in  knapsacks).  All  available  wagons  will  be  filled  with  subsist- 
ence stores  and  forage,  and  will  follow  the  troops  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

II.  Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  chief  of  ordnance.  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  will  cause  to  be  established  a temporary  ordnance  depot  for 
the  supiily  of  the  army  in  the  field.  This  depot  will  be  transferred  to 
the  front  as  rapidly  as  the  facilities  for  transportation  by  railroad  will 
pemit. 

HI.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox  is  relieved  from  command  of  the  District  of 
Beaufort,  but  will  retain  his  present  command  of  troops  in  the  field. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer  will  resume  command  of  his  district,  and  will 
hereafter  report  directly  to  these  headquarters.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter 
is  assigned  to  command  the  division  of  the  District  of  Beaufort,  serv- 
ing with  the  army  in  the  field,  and  Brig.  Gen.  G.  S.  Greene  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Provisional  Division,  composed  of  troops  belonging  to  the 
Armies  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland. 

IV.  Surg.  S.  C.  Whittier,  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Infantry,  is  hereby,  detailed  as  surgeon  in  charge  of  depot  hospital, 
Kinston,  N.  C. 

V.  Lieut.  E.  F.  Everett,  Second  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  is 
hereby  detailed  for  special  duty  in  the  ordnance  department,  and  will 
reiiort  to  Lieut.  Jasper  Myers,  chief  of  ordnance.  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  for  instructions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield  : 

WM.  M.  WHEBEY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

Ko.  10.  i Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

* * * ■ * * # * 

III.  All  thetroo])S  of  the  jirovisional  brigades  of  this  command,  and 
those  e.specially  assigned  to  regiments  ot  regular  organizations,  will 
report  without  delay  to  Brigadier-General  Greene  for  organization  into 
a provisional  division, 
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IV.  All  the  troops  of  the  First  Division  of  the  District  of  Beaufort 
serving  in  the  field,  except  the  brigade  and  battery  detached  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Harland,  will  report  without  delay  to 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter,  to  be  consolidated  with  the  remaining  troops 
of  the  Second  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  which  will  hereafter  be 
known  as  the  division  of  the  District  of  Beaufort. 

V.  The  battery  of  3-inch  ordnance  guns  at  present  serving  with  the 
First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  will  report  until  further  orders  to 
Brigadier-General  Greene,  commanding  Provisional  Division. 

V I.  The  stafi  of  the  First  Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  in  the  field, 
excepting  the  personal  stafi  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  will  report 
for  temporary  duty  to  Brigadier-General  Greene,  commanding  Pro- 
visional Division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  ^ Headquarters  First  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  13,  ) In  the  Fields  N.  6'.,  March  18,  1865. 

1.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  this  division,  with  the  exception  of  the  brigade  of  General 
Harland,  will  be  prepared  to  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow  with  three 
days’  rations  in  their  haversacks  and  seventy  rounds  of  ammunition 
(thirty  in  knapsacks).  All  available  wagons  will  be  filled  with  sub- 
sistence stores  and  forage,  and  will  follow  the  troops  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. The  division  commissary  train  will  undoubtedly  be  here  to-night, 
when  the  haversacks  can  be  filled.  If  there  be  lack  of  ammunition  in 
the  command,  plenty  of  .574  can  be  procured  at  these  headquarters. 
The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march  should  the  troops  be  ordered 
to  move:  First,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Claassen,  followed  by  his 
3-inch  battery,  and,  second,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Boughton,  immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  which  all  the  wagons  ready  to  move  will  march.  Those 
subsequently  loaded  will  follow.  Brigade  commanders  will  leave  a 
small  guard  to  bring  up  any  wagons  that  remain  behind  to  load. 
Colonel  Boughton  will  detail  from  his  command  a strong  rear  guard 
under  a commissioned  officer  to  march  in  rear  of  the  first  wagons,  with 
orders  to  suppress  all  pillaging  and  straggling. 

«=#***** 
lY.  The  Fifteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  and  Battery  A,  Third 
New  York  Artillery  (dismounted),  having  been  transferred  from  Second 
Division,  District  of  Beaufort,  to  this  division,  they  are  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  First  Brigade,  and  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Har- 
land, commanding. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

No.  Gl.  ) Fear  Island  Crech,  V.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

I.  General  Paine’s  division  will  again  lead  the  march  to-morrow  and 
will  move  at  7 a.  m.  General  Ames’  division  will  follow,  one  brigade 
being  detailed  as  rear  guard  to  follow  the  train  and  render  it  such 
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assistance  as  it  may  require.  The  pontoon  train  will  follow  the  troops. 
General  Ames’  division  will  commence  crossing  Island  Creek  at  6 a.  m. 
to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Mai.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TEBBY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston.,  8.  C.,  Alar  eh  18 , 1865. 

Capt.  W.  L.  M.  Burger, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Fifty-second  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  and  100  men  of  the  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teers embarked  yesterday  on  the  steamer  New  York,  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Biver  and  there  report  to  the  com- 
manding ofiQcer  of  the  U.  S.  forces  for  orders. 

1 am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  P.  HATCH, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Falling  Creek  Church, 

March  19,  1865—1.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding-in- Chief,  &c.: 

General:  One  of  General  Logan’s  scouts  has  just  returned  from 
the  bridge  across  the  Neuse  before  Goldsborough  and  reports  that  the 
crossing  is  defended  by  a bridge-head  held  by  the  rebels.  The  Seventh 
Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  is  at  the  bridge  before  the  works. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Alajor-  General. 


Special  J Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  65.  ) Falling  Creeh  Church,  N.  C.,  Alarch  19,  1865. 

The  following  operations  of  this  command  will  take  place  to-morrow: 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
move  one  brigade  with  a section  of  artillery  and  drive  the  enemy  across 
Cox’s  Bridge  and  get  iiossession  of  the  same  or  force  the  enemy  to 
destroy  it.  He  will  then  immediately  move  the  rest  of  his  command 
toward  Bentonville.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  will  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Falling  Creek  Church, 
and  taking  the  road  to  the  left,  move  out  and  take  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps.  All  wagons  now  here,  including  those 
of  department  headquarters,  which  are  not  required  during  our  engage- 
ment, will  be  parked  at  the  cross-roads  near  (Jox’s  Bridge.  The  surplus 
trains  will  be  parked  closely  and  carefully  so  that  their  guard,  which 
is  necessarily  small,  may  be  able  to  protect  them  against  the  enemy’s 
cavalry. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Greek  Churchy  A.  0.,  March  19^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : General  Sherman  thinks  that  the  whole  of  General  John 
E.  Smithes  division  should  be  sent  out  to  the  position  at  the  forks  of 
the  road  with  his  artillery,  but  without  wagons.  General  Woods  will 
be  directed  to  occupy  the  position  now  occupied  by  General  Smith’s 
division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Creek  Churchy  A.  (7.,  March  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps : 

General:  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Major- 
General  Sherman,  the  general  commanding  directs  that  General  Hazen’s 
division  return  by  the  road  the  column  moved  out  on  to-day,  by  the  way 
of  Blackman  Lee’s  Store,  and  go  into  position  as  General  Slocum  may 
direct.  A staff  officer  of  General  Slocum  now  at  these  headquarters 
will  accompany  one  of  yours,  and  consult  with  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Beaman’s  Cross-Roads,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  corps  trains  completed 
crossing  the  Little  Gohera  at  8.15  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  bridge  was 
good  and  so  were  the  roads  for  a few  miles  this  side,  but  the  last  three 
or  four  miles  were  very  bad  indeed,  and  difficult  to  pass  them  after 
night  set  in.  The  rear  of  the  last  division  train  came  into  camp  4 
o’clock  this  morning.  If  the  roads  are  not  too  bad  to  day  we  will  move 
up  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  I am  advised  by  General  Woods  that  a 
company  of  Fourth  Division  pioneers  reported  to  him  yesterday  morn- 
ing about  the  time  I wrote  you.  1 did  not  know  it  then.  They  were 
very  serviceable  to  us  yesterday  and  last  night.  The  First  Division 
train  is  now  (6.15)  all  out  on  the  road,  and  the  Fourth,  Second,  Third, 
and  supply  trains  will  follow  in  the  order  mentioned. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FORT, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Neuse  River,  Alar  eh  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 respectfully  report  that  in  compliance  with  your  orders  I 
broke  my  camp  this  a.  m.,  marching  out  in  rear  of  the  Third  Division. 
The  roads  I found  to  be  very  bad  in  places,  more  particularly  at  the 
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crossing  of  Falling  Greek,  and  iny  advance  was  considerably  delayed 
in  consequence.  Passing  beyond  General  John  E.  Smith’s  camp  this 
evening  I continued  as  directed  on  the  road  leading  to  Cox’s  Bridge, 
halting  when  some  three  miles  and  a half  from  the  bridge,  and  half  a 
mile  from  the  point  of  intersection  as  made  by  the  Bentonville  road, 
encamping  my  two  brigades  in  position  in  the  line  designated  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Strong,  assistant  inspector-general.  Department  of  the 
Tennessee.  I have  put  my  battery  on  the  line  between  my  brigades. 
Good  substantial  works  are  being  rapidly  thrown  up  along  my  entire 
front,  and  I am  also  building  a barbette  work  for  my  guns.  My  line 
faces  westward,  connecting  on  the  right  with  Colonel  Wever,  of 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  my  headquarters  being  located  at  the 
cemetery  near  the  road  in  rear.  Inclosed  find  list  of  casualties  since 
last  report,  as  received  by  me  this  evening. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- Ge7ieral. 


Bia  CoHERA  Eiver,  March  19,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Major  WooDHULL, 

Assistarit  Adjutant- Geiieral : 

Major  : The  rear  of  the  train  reached  Beaman’s  Cross-Eoads  at  4 
o’clock  this  morning.  The  head  of  the  column  is  now  at  this  place. 
The  crossing  here  is  bad,  although  the  bridge  is  standing.  I shall  push 
on  as  far  as  possible  to-day.  I made  thirteen  miles  and  bridged  and 
crossed  the  Little  Cohera  yesterday. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier- Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Falling  Creek  Post-Office,  March  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  : Major-General  Slocum  needs  aid  quick.  You  will  please 
move  your  command  back  via  Blackman  Lee’s  Store,  and  from  there, 
under  direction  of  General  Slocum’s  senior  aide-de-camp,  across  to  the 
Left  Wing,  reporting  to  Major-General  Slocum. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Blaekinan  Lee'’s  Store,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Afisistant  A djutaiit-  Gciieral : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  remained  in  camp  at 
this  point  all  day  till  5 j).  m.,  waiting  for  other  troops  to  pass.  It 
then  moved  in  rear  of  the  Fourth  Division  to  King’s  house,  seven 
miles,  when  orders  were  received  to  retrace  the  march  and  report  to 
Major  General  Slocum. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Falling  Creeh  Post-Office^  March  19 j 1865. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Third  Division.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
two  strong  companies  of  infantry  to  Falling  Creek  bridge,  about  one 
mile  and  a half  in  advance  of  your  present  picket-line,  on  the  Golds- 
borough  road,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  same. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Falling  Creeh  Post-Office,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 
Maj.  M.  WoODHULL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  this  division  for  the  day:  Broke  camp  near  Newton’s  Grove  Cross- 
Koads  at  6 a.  m.  and  moved  in  advance  on  Goldsborough  road,  the 
advance  of  the  command  arriving  at  Falling  Creek  Post-Office  at  11.30 
a.  m.,  at  which  point  a halt  was  ordered  to  enable  the  First  Brigade 
and  a portion  of  the  train  which  had  become  mired  at  and  beyond  Fall- 
ing Creek  to  close  up  on  the  advance.  It  being  reported  that  parties 
of  the  enemy  were  on  our  front,  I sent  one  regiment  of  the  Second 
Brigade  out  about  a quarter  of  a mile  on  the  Cox’s  Bridge  road,  and 
one  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  out  on  the  Goldsborough  road  as 
advance  guards.  Pickets  were  also  thrown  out  on  the  left  Sank.  At 
about  2 p.  m.  I was  ordered  by  Major-General  Howard  to  cause  one 
regiment  to  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Strong,  of  his  staff,  to  go  ouL 
to  near  Cox’s  Bridge  for  the  purpose  of  driving  off*  the  enemy’s  incket 
post  established  at  that  point.  I sent  the  Tenth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  am  informed  by  one  of  my  staff,  who  accompanied  the 
regiment,  they  succeeded  in  developing  about  250  rebel  cavalry,  and  in 
driving  them  back  to  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  Cox’s  Bridge.  At 
3 p.'m.  I was  ordered  to  encamp  the  division,  and  while  attending  to  the 
same,  orders  were  received  to  send  the  remainder  of  the  Second  Brigade 
to  the  support  of  the  Tenth  Iowa,  which,  learning  it  was  in  a dangerous 
position,  I had  ordered  to  fall  back.  This  order,  I was  afterward 
informed,  was  countermanded  by  Major-General  Logan.  The  entire  bri- 
gade is  now  encamped  near  the  First  Division,  at  the  ( 'ox’s  Bridge  and 
Everettsville  cross-roads.  At  about  the  same  time  that  I was  ordered 
to  send  the  Second  Brigade  forward  I was  also  ordered  to  change  the 
position  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  accordingly  moved  it  forward  about. 
500  yards  and  placed  it  in  position  on  the  west  side  of  and  its  right  resting 
on  the  Cox’s  Bridge  road,  fronting  north;  artillery  immediately  in  rear 
of  the  center  of  the  brigade.  At  0.30  p.  in.  I was  ordered  to  send  one 
regiment  as  an  advance  post  out  on  the  (ioldsborongh  road,  from  which 
the  regiment  from  the  Second  Brigade  had  been  taken  during  the  p.  m., 
and  to  ])hice  one  regiment  in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  remainder  of  the 
brigade  covering  approaches  from  the  west,  and  at  8.45  p.  m.  to  send 
two  companies  out  to  Falling  Creek  bridge,  one  mile  and  a half  from 
the  picket  post  on  the  Goldsborough  road,  all  of  which  was  complied 
with.  Distance  marched,  fifteen  miles. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General, 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  Goldsborough  Boad,  two  Miles  from  Neuse  River  ^ March  19  j 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutaiit- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  my  division 
for  to-day  as  follows:  Breaking  camp  at  8 a.  m.  I moved  in  rear  of  the 
First  Division  of  this  corps  to  this  point,  a distance  of  fifteen  miles, 
where  a portion  of  my  command  is  now  in  position  and  intrenching 
themselves  as  well  as  they  can  under  the  circumstances.  At  this  hour 
(12  midnight)  I have  but  five  regiments  of  my  division  up  to  this  point, 
one  brigade  having  been  placed  in  iiosition  six  miles  to  the  rear,  as  is 
supposed  by  the  order  of  the  major-general  commanding  corps,  the 
Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers  of  the  Second  Brigade  being  left  on  the 
Smitbfield  road.  A portion  only  of  my  brigade  trains  have  yet  made 
the  crossing  of  Falling  Creek.  The  remainder,  with  train  of  headquar- 
ters military  division,  are  still  on  the  other  side,  and  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  swamp  at  present  it  would  seem  impossible  to  get  them 
over  for  several  hours.  My  pioneer  corps  is  all  engaged  in  assisting 
my  train  across,  and  the  tool  wagons  of  the  brigades  are  still  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  creek,  which  will  prove  a serious  obstacle  to  the 
rapid  construction  of  my  works,  but  as  soon  as  1 can  bring  forward 
the  corps  of  pioneers  and  furnish  the  tools  the  work  will  be  prosecuted 
vigorously,  and  I think  I can  hold  my  position  with  the  troops  of  my 
division  now  at  hand.  One  of  my  staff  officers  just  in  reports  it  impos- 
sible to  pass  any  more  wagons  over  Falling  Creek  until  a bridge  is 
constructed. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Creelc  Church,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

Major-General  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  General  Slocum  reports  having  met  a very  large  force 
and  thinks  that  Johnston^s  whole  army  is  confronting  him.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  directs  that  you  do  not  move  farther  forward  at  pres- 
ent, but  that  you  get  your  trains  well  closed  up,  so  that  you  may  put 
them  under  guard  and  be  ready  to  move  up,  disencumbered  of  wagons, 
to  the  support  of  the  Left  Wing  at  a moments  notice,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose you  reconnoiter  carefully  all  roads  leading  in  this  direction.  The 
inclosed  dispatch*  is  from  General  Sherman,  who  wishes  you  to  send  it 
by  some  careful,  trustworthy  person  through  to  General  Schofield,  who 
is  supposed  to  be  advancing  on  Goldsborough,  and  is  probably  near 
Kin  stop. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Falling  Creek,  [March  19,  1865] — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Blair,  Jr. : 

Dear  General:  General  Sherman  has  concluded  to  concentrate 
here.  Please  mass  your  trains  close  where  they  are,  and  move  up  here 
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with  at  least  two  divisions  disencumbered.  I think  you  might  let  Mower 
leave  a small  brigade,  and  bring  up  his  other  two  and  battery.  Leave 
with  the  tram  with  you  as  small  a guard  as  will  be  effective  against 
a brigade  of  cavalry  and  come  with  the  balance.  The  officer  you  sent 
me  to-day  will  know  the  route.  Please  start  at  3 a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Eespectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWAED, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
ISmiWs  Chapel,  N.  (7.,  March  19,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain  : iDformation  has  just  been  received,  through  the  Thirteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  that  General  Terry  reached  Faison’s  this  after- 
noon on  a train;  that  his  command  was  back  and  would  encamp  about 
five  miles  below  that  point  to-night.  I have  sent  General  Terry  copies 
of  General  Howard’s  orders  to  me  and  have  forwarded  the  dispatches 
for  General  Schofield  by  a detachment  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry  through  General  Terry. 

Very  respectfully, 

FEANK  P.  BLAIE,  Jr., 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Smith’’ s Chapel,  A.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry: 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  General  Blair  to  send  you  the  inclosed 
dispatch*  for  General  Schofield,  with  the  request  that  you  will  proceed 
with  it  if  practicable  to  Kinston,  where  General  Schofield  now  is.  Noth- 
ing has  been  heard  from  General  Terry  as  yet.  Should  anything  be 
heard  to-night  I will  inform  you  of  it.  The  cannonading  heard  to-day 
was  in  front  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  They  were  opposed  by  cavalry 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery.  The  fighting  is  not  supposed  to  have 
been  severe.  Our  left  division  will  move  to  Everettsville  to-morrow 
and  the  two  divisions  encamped  here  to  Mount  Olive.  The  dispatch 
may  be  an  imj)ortant  one  and  we  have  no  cavalry  with  which  to  send 
it,  so  that  the  general  is  obliged  to  call  on  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Smitlds  Chapel,  A.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry: 

Sir:  The  inclosed  disi)atcht  has  just  been  received  from  army  head- 
quarters, and  General  Blair  has  been  directed  by  General  Slierman  to 
send  it  to  General  Schofield  by  some  ‘^careful,  trustworthy  person.” 
Either  this  dispatch  or  tlie  one  sent  you  for  General  S.  this  evening  is 
evidently  of  great  importance.  This  one  is  probably  a cipher  dispatch. 

*See  Sherman  to  Scliolield,  2 p.  m.,  j).  910. 
tSee  Sherman  to  Schohehl,  5 p.  m.,  p.  910. 
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In  view  of  the  probable  importance  of  the  dispatches,  the  major-general 
commanding  orders  that  you  send  at  as  early  an  hour  as  practica- 
ble to-morrow  a detachment  of  your  command  to  Kinston  and  com- 
municate with  General  Schofield  at  that  point  or  wherever  he  may  be, 
delivering  these  dispatches.  We  have  received  orders  to  move  to 
Falling  Creek  at  3 a.  m.  to-morrow  to  the  support  of  General  Slocum, 
who  reports  that  he  has  met  a large  force,  and  thinks  the  whole  of 
Johnston’s  army  is  confronting  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  70.  ) Smith’’ s Chapel,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

The  orders  for  to-morrow  are  as  follows:  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  com- 
manding First  Division,  will  leave  with  his  train  his  smallest  brigade 
and  will  move  forward  with  the  rest  of  his  command  on  the  most  direct 
route  to  Falling  Creek,  at  3 a.  m.,  reporting  to  Major-General  Howard 
at  that  point.  The  commanding  generals  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Divisions  will  leave  with  their  trains  one  regiment  each  as  guard,  to 
be  under  command  of  the  senior  officer,  and  the  trains  will  remain  in 
their  present  position  until  further  orders.  Major-General  Mower’s 
train  will  remain  in  its  present  position  until  further  orders.  Bvt.  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  move  forward  on 
the  road  to  Falling  Creek  at  3 a.  m.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  M. 
F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow  the  Fourth  Division.  Headquarters 
and  regimental  train  and  ambulances,  with  ten  ordnance  wagons,  will 
move  with  each  division.  The  trains  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions 
will  be  parked  close  together,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regi- 
ments left  as  guard  will  take  all  necessary  measures  for  its  protection. 
Foragers  will  be  kept  with  the  command  to-morrow,  and  wiU,  under  no 
circumstances,  be  permitted  to  leave  the  line  of  march. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  17th  Army  Corps, 

Ko.  63.  i ChapeVs  Church,  JSf.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

This  command  will  move  forward  at  3.30  a.  m.  to-morrow  in  rear  of 
Fourth  Division.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  commanding, 
will  have  the  advance.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieutenaut’Bailey 
commanding,  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade.  The  First  Brigade,  Col. 
C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  follow  the  battery.  Troops  will  move  on 
the  right  of  the  road.  Trains  in  usual  order.  "Ko  foragers  will  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  command  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field  [March  19,  1865] — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  I am  convinced  that  the  enemy  are  in  strong  force  in  my 
front.  Prisoners  report  Johnston,  Hardee,  Hoke,  and  others  present. 
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They  say  their  trooiJS  are  just  coming  up.  I shall  strengthen  my  posi- 
tion and  feel  of  their  lines,  but  I hope  you  will  come  up  on  their  left 
rear  in  strong  force. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Mareh  19,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Genera]  Sherman,  or 
General  Logan: 


I have  met  [the  enemy]  in  strong  force  on  the  road  from  Bentonville 
to  Cox’s  Bridge.  It  is  reported  by  prisoners  that  Johnston  and  Hardee 
are  here.  I think  a portion  of  the  Bight  Wing  should  be  brought  for- 
ward at  once. 

Yours,  &c., 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Failmg  Creeic  Church,  March  19,  1865 — 2 ]g.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General  : Howard,  with  one  division,  is  now  at  this  point,  which  is 
just  three  miles  south  of  Cox’s  Bridge,  and  ten  from  Goldsborough.  A 
scout  is  just  in  from  Schofield,  who  will  leave  Kinston  for  Goldsborough 
to-day  or  to-morrow.  I send  him  a courier  to  march  straight  for  Golds- 
borough. Howard’s  four  divisions  are  strung  out,  but  he  will  push 
them  through  to-night.  We  occupy  a position  dangerous  to  the  enemy, 
if  he  thinks  he  is  in  front  of  the  whole  army.  You  may  strengthen 
your  position,  but  feel  the  enemy  all  night.  If  he  is  there  at  daylight 
we  will  move  straight  on  Cox’s  Bridge,  and  then  turn  toward  you.  I 
think  you  will  find  them  gone  in  the  morning.  Howard  has  sent  a 
regiment  to  Cox’s  Bridge.  It  has  not  reported.  He  has  the  bridge 
across  Falling  Creek,  two  miles  east  of  this,  toward  Goldsborough.  He 
has  also  some  mounted  men  at  Goldsborough,  where  they  find  a little 
outpost  occupied  by  the  enemy.  Blair  is  about  five  miles  south  of  this 
with  the  ti’ains.  I will  order  Kilpatrick  to  remain  with  you.  Get  up 
your  trains  between  your  camp  and  Lee’s  Store,  and  keep  the  enemy 
busy  till  we  can  get  up  the  four  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  If 
you  hear  firing  to  the  front  not  explained  by  your  own  acts  you  must 
assault  and  turn  the  enemy,  for  it  will  not  do  to  let  him  fight  us 
separately. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAK, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — Your  note  of  2 p.  m.  is  just  received.  Howard’s  regiment 
drove  the  picket  from  the  cross-roads,  one  mile  this  side  of  Cox’s 
Bridge.  That  will  disturb  the  forces  to  your  front.  Howard  can 
better  help  from  this  quarter  than  by  returning  by  Lee’s  Store. 

S. 


Chaf.  LTX.J 
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General  Slocum, 

JS^ear  Bento7iville : 


General:  Call  up  Geary  and  Baird,  leaving  a brigade  to  each 
train.  All  of  the  Right  Wing  will  move  at  moonrise  toward  Benton- 
ville.  Fortify  and  hold  your  position  to  the  last,  certain  that  all  the 
army  is  coming  to  you  as  fast  as  i)0ssible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAR, 

Major-  General. 


We  have  the  bridge  at  (xoldsborough  and  the  cross-roads  at  Oox^s. 
If  you  find  the  enemy  gone  at  daylight,  follow  up,  as  he  will  turn  on 
Howard. 

SHERMAR. 


Headquarters  Left  Wino,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Three  Miles  Southeast  of  BeiitonviUe^  N.  0., 

March  19 ^ 1865 — 8 p.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

General  in- Chief: 

General:  I have  positive  information  that  General  Johnston  is  here 
in  person  with  a heavy  force.  1 feel  confident  of  holding  my  position, 
but  1 deem  it  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  Right  Wing  come  up 
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during  the  night  to  my  assistance.  I would  request  that  all  the  ammu- 
nition and  empty  ambulances  and  wagons  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
Eight  Wing  be  sent  to  me.  From  prisoners  I learn  that  the  corps  and 
commands  of  Hardee,  Stewart,  Lee,  Cheatham,  Hill,  and  Hoke  are  here. 
I desire  both  infantry  and  artillery  ammunition. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  Y.  0.,  March  19,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  spend 
the  entire  night  in  intrenching  and  in  making  your  present  position  as 
strong  as  possible.  You  may  expect  the  Eight  Wing  up  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  19,  1865. 

[Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jef.  C.  Davis:] 

General  : I attacked  the  enemy  with  BuelPs  brigade  and  half  of 
Hobart’s,  but  failed  to  drive  the  enemy.  The  same  result  attended  the 
attack  on  the  right  by  Miles’  brigade.  The  enemy  is  strong  in  men 
and  artillery.  A prisoner,  a Yew  York  man,  whom  I have  sent  to  you, 
says  Hardee,  Hoke,  Lee’s  corps,  and  a great  deal  of  artillery  are  in  our 
front.  I shall  hold  my  present  position  until  further  orders  from  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CAELIY, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — My  loss  is  considerable,  but  not  definitely  known. 

W.  P.  C. 


[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

On  the  Field,  March  19,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Slocum  for  information.  The 
enemy  is  beyond  doubt  in  our  front  in  strong  force,  and  intends  to  give 
a general  engagement. 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 

Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  spend 
the  entire  night  in  intrenching  and  in  making  your  present  position  as 
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strong  as  possible.  You  may  expect  the  Right  Wing  up  in  the  morning. 
General  Slocum  wishes  you  to  intrench  to  the  leit,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  have  your  reserves  intrench  themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
March  19,  1865.  (Eeceived  12.30  a.  m.  20th.) 


General  Geary, 

At  the  Train: 


Eush  your  train.  Leave  one  brigade  and  move  with  two  others  to 
General  Slocum  to-night. 


W.  T.  SHEEMAY, 


Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

Near  the  Smithjield  Road.,  Mareh  19,  1865. 

General  J.  W.  Geary; 

General  : The  general  commanding  the  corps  wishes  you  to  keep 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  right,  as  we  are  marching  on  the  road  to 
the  right  and  he  does  not  wish  you  to  strike  our  road,  as  it  is  in  very 
bad  condition  and  exposed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seryant, 

OHAS.  JMOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  last  order  to  me  was  to  send  you  to  Everettsville,  and  the  orderly 
says  you  have  been  ordered  by  General  Slocum  to  Oox^s  Bridge.  If 
so,  keei)  south  as  far  as  practicable  to  get  there. 

A.  S.  W., 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Twentieth  Arma^  Corps, 

Canaan  Church,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

(Eeceived  midnight.) 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  W.  Perkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twentieth  Army  Corps  : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I am  encamping  at  this 
])oint,  which  is  on  the  Goldsborough  new  road,  three  miles  from  New- 
ton Grove  Post-Office.  I was  delayed  four  hours  in  reaching  here  by 
the  Fifteenth  Corps,  the  rear  of  which  did  not  pass  this  point  until  6 
p.  m.  My  position  here  is  excellent,  enabling  me  to  cover  the  trains 
securely.  I send  this  by  Captain  Schilling,  of  my  staff’,  who  will  give 
all  explana?tions  called*  for  and  will  bring  back  any  instructions  you 
may  wish  to  send. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEAEY, 

Brevet  Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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[ludorsement.] 

Brevet  Major-General  Geary  : 

Send  up  to-niglit  two  brigades.  We  have  in  front  the  whole  of 
Johnston’s  command,  and  have  had  very  serious  fighting  all  day.  Send 
your  ambulances,  imtting  all  sick  in  wagons.  I have  consulted 
General  Slocum.  If  you  can  communicate  with  Fifteenth  Corps,  state 
our  condition.  We  expect  further  attacks  in  morning.  All  ammuni- 
tion (artillery  and  infantry)  should  be  sent  up.’ 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding. 


Special  I Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Field  Orders,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

No.  — . ; Canaan  Church.,  N.  (7.,  March  19,  1865. 

The  First  and  Third  Brigades  will  move  at  once  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble to  re-enforce  the  other  divisions  of  the  corps.  Their  tool  wagons 
will  accompany  them. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary: 

W.  T.  FOEBES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  Cav.  Command,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nine  Miles  from  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  Mareh  19,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  I am  marching  on  the  left,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  which  is  delayed  in  its  march  by  bad  roads. 
I am  getting  plenty  of  forage,  having  no  trouble.  The  enemy’s  cavalry 
has  made  several  dashes  on  my  flank  during  the  march  this  morning. 
Allen’s  division  of  cavalry  and  six  regiments  of  infantry  encamped  last 
night  about  seven  miles  from  Mingo  Creek,  on  the  Smithfield  road. 
Whenever  I have  faced  in  direction  of  Ealeigh,  or  on  roads  leading 
toward  Smithfield,  I have  found  the  enemy,  and  yet  he  retires  without 
severe  skirmishing.  All  the  roads  in  direction  of  Ealeigh  and  Smith- 
field  I find  strongly  picketed.  Lieutenant  Potter,  of  my  staff,  made 
his  escape  from  the  enemy  and  joined  me  last  night.  He  reports  that 
we  are  expected  in  direction  of  Ealeigh,  and  that  every  preparation  is 
being  made  to  meet  us  about  ten  miles  this  side — near  Squire  Johnson’s. 
I shall  march  parallel  with  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps  and  join  you  at 
the  earliest  i)ossible  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATEICK, 

* Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  19,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 
General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  Your  report  of  to-day  is  received.  General  Slocum 
thinks  the  whole  rebel  army  is  to  his  front.  I cannot  think  Johnston 
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would  fight  us  with  the  Neuse  to  his  rear.  You  may  remain  with 
General  Slocum  until  further  orders,  or  until  the  two  wings  come 
together. 

If  that  force  remains  in  General  Slocum’s  front  to-morrow  I will 
move  straight  on  its  rear. 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Command, 

In  the  Fieldy  March  19y  I860. 

General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  The  enemy  in  heavy  force,  and  commanded  by  General 
Johnston  in  person,  attacked  the  Fourteenth  Corps  to-day,  captured 
three  guns,  and  gained  a temporary  success;  but  our  lines  were 
finally  re-established.  The  Twentieth  Corps  and  my  cavalry  came 
upon  the  field,  and  took  up  strong  positions.  From  2 o’clock  until 
dark  the  enemy  made  every  effort  to  break  our  center,  but  he  has 
failed  in  each  attempt,  and  certainly  with  great  loss.  The  information 
I sent  you  this  morning  was  correct  at  the  time  it  was  received,  but 
during  yesterday  afternoon  and  last  evening  he  made  forced  marches, 
and  is  now  in  our  front,  and  General  Johnstou  is  in  command.  He 
addressed  his  troops  this  morning,  saying  that  he  had  40,000  men, 
and  that  our  army  must  and  should  be  stopped  here;  that  we  were 
marching  upon  four  roads;  that  he  intended  to  fall  upon  one  column 
after  another,  and  dispose  of  them  in  detail.  The  fighting  to-day  has 
been  splendid,  and  you  can  rely  on  your  army  in  everything.  I never 
witnessed  more  determined  attacks  than  were  made  by  the  enemy 
to-ylay  u^jon  our  center.  Six  were  made  one  after  another  in  rapid 
succession  on  the  same  men  at  the  same  point.  General  Eobinson  com- 
manding, and  yet  I did  not  see  a single  soldier  leave  the  line  of  battle. 
If  you  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear  as  you  propose  in  your 
communication  to  me,  Johnston’s  army,  if  it  remains,  is  lost.  Generals 
Slocum,  Davis,  Williams,  and  others,  for  several  hours  to-day  anxiously 
listened,  and  only  waited  for  the  first  sound  of  battle  from  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  when  they  would  have  marched  without  halting 
over  every  opposition  in  front.  I only  hope  to  God  that  Johnstou  may 
remain  for  your  attack,  and  you  will  achieve  a triumph  over  the  enemy 
such  as  no  general  can  boast.  Y^ou  can  exi)ect  everything  that  is  brave 
and  daring  from  my  cavali  y.  The  men  have  been  to-day  supplied  Avith 
ammunition.  W(^  have  plenty  of  forage,  eight  days’  rations,  are  in 
good  spirits,  and  sliall  anxiously  wo-tch  for  the  morrow. 

Very  respectful ly,  your  ol)edient  servant, 

4.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

The  boats  liave  at  last  arrived  with  supplies,  and  I shall  push  for- 
ward in  the  morning  toward  Goldsborougli.  I will  go  direct  to  Golds- 
borough  if  my  information  indicates  that  I can  take  that  place.  If 
not,  I will  put  down  my  ])ontoon  bridge  at  White  Hall  and  commuiii' 
cate  Avith  you  from  that  place, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General, 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Ten  Miles  soutlmest  of  Goldshorough^ 

Sunday^  March  19,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Kinston : 

To-night  my  Left  Wing  will  be  at  Cox’s  Bridge  and  Eight  WTng 
within  ten  miles  of  Goldsborongh.  To-morrow  Ave  will  cross  the  Neuse 
Eiver  at  Cox’s  Bridge  and  near  Goldsborongh,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
reoccupying  Goldsborough  in  force.  The  scout  (Pike)  has  arrived  with 
your  dispatch  of  17th.  Continue  to  extend  the  railroad  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, and  I expect  you  to  move  toward  Goldsborough  even  if  it  be 
unnecessary,  as  I don’t  want  to  lose  men  in  a direct  attack  when  it  can  be 
avoided.  Don’t  depend  altogether  on  your  depot,  but  collect  forage 
and  provisions  of  the  people.  Tell  Generals  Easton  and  Beckwith  to 
estimate  for  100,000  men.  I must  give  my  men  and  animals  some  rest. 
We  whipped  Hardee  easily  about  Averasborough.  All  retreated  on 
Smithfield  and  Ealeigh. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  19,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

General  Schofield: 

Since  making  my  dispatch  of  to-day.  General  Slocum  reports  the 
enemy  in  force  between  him  and  Cox’s  Bridge;  thinks  it  is  the  main 
army  of  the  enemy.  I can  hardlj^  suppose  the  enemy  will  attempt  to 
fight  us  this  side  the  Neuse,  but  will  direct  all  my  columns  on  Cox’s 
Bridge  to-morrow.  You  must  secure  Goldsborough  and  fortify. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-General. 


Special 
Field  Orders, 
Eo.  7. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Forth  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston,  A.  C., 

March  19,  1865. 


II.  The  army  will  march  for  Goldsborough  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
taking  the  river  road  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  General  Cox  will 
take  the  advance.  The  men  will  carry  four  days’  rations  and  seventy 
rounds  of  ammunition.  All  wagons,  except  those  absolutely  necessary 
for  baggage,  and  twenty-five  teams  for  the  pontoon  train,  will  be  loaded 
with  subsistence  stores  and  follow  the  troops.  General  Couch  will 
cross  his  artillery  and  wagons  on  the  pontoon  bridge  early  in  the  morn- 
ing (using  the  trestle  bridge  for  the  infantry),  and  as  soon  as  the 
wagons  are  across,  the  pontoon  bridge  Avill  be  taken  up  and  move  with 
the  rear  of  the  column.  The  chief  quartermaster  will  provide  twenty- 
five  teams  to  haul  the  pontoon  train. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

WM.  M.  WHEEEY^ 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

V Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  18.  ) Berne,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Boyd,  chief  quartermaster  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  is  hereby  announced  as  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army 
in  the  field. 

II.  Maj.  Frank  E.  Wolcott,  judge-advocate,  Army  of  the  Ohio,  is 
hereby  announced  as  acting  judge-advocate.  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

S Army  of  the  Ohio, 

' No.  32.  ) . Neiv  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Birge  will  send  to  Morehead  City  by  rail  the 
Twenty-second  Iowa  Infantry  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New 
York  Infantry,  to  report  for  orders  to  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  Easton, 
chief  quartermaster.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  The  quar- 
termasters department  will  furnish  transportation. 

#****## 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

No.  1.  j Kinston,  N.  G.,  March  19,  1865: 

I.  The  command  will  march  for  Goldsborough  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
taking  the  river  road  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  General  EugePs 
division  will  take  the  advance  of  the  infantry  column,  followed  by  Gen- 
eral Carter’s  division.  General  Greene’s  division  will  bring  up  the  rear. 
The  men  will  carry  four  days’  rations  and  seventy  rounds  of  ammunition. 
All  wagons,  except  those  absolutely  necessary  for  baggage,  will  be 
loaded  with  subsistence  stores  and  follow  the  troops.  The  cavalry 
under  command  of  Colonel  Savage  will  move  in  advance  of  the  infantry 
column,  covering  the  right  flank  and  scouting  well  to  the  front,  and 
will  keep  up  through  communications  with  the  head  of  the  infantry 
column,  giving  such  information  in  regard  to  the  country  and  enemy 
as  may  be  gathered  that  would  be  of  value  to  the  commanding  general 
at  the  head  of  the  column. 

II.  The  cavalry  force  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  will  cross  at  day- 
break to-morrow  morning.  Captain  Graham  will  report  with  his  com- 
pany to  Brigadier-General  Harland,  commanding  post  of  Kinston,  for 
duty  in  this  vicinity.  The  remainder  will  rex)ort  to  Colonel  Savage, 
commanding  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox : 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Fields  Kinston^  N.  0.,  March  19^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divs.,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  ask  yon  to 
select  four  or  five  good  men  from  your  cavalry,  who  know  something  of 
the  country  and  send  them  down  the  Nense  road  with  instructions  to 
get  any  tidings  of  the  steamers  expected  up  from  New  Berne  with 
supplies. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHEBEY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Kinston.,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Firs.,  Twenty-third  Army  Corps : 
General:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  Captain 
Graham’s  company  of  cavalry  will  remain  here,  and  he  desires  all  the 
cavalry  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  (your  side)  to  cross  over  to  this 
side  early  in  tbe  morning  and  report  to  Colonel  Savage. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Second  and  Third  Divs.,  23d  Army  Corps, 

March  19,  1865. 

General  McLean: 

General:  The  command  will  march  in  the  a.  m.  in  the  following 
order,  viz:  First,  the  artillery  and  wagons  of  General  Reilly’s  division 
over  the  pontoon  bridge  at  6 o’clock;  second,  the  artillery  and  wagons 
of  General  McLean’s  division  over  the  pontoon  bridge;  third.  General 
Reilly’s  division  at  8 o’clock  over  the  trestle  bridge;  fourth.  General 
McLean’s  division  over  the  trestle  bridge.  Tlie  artillery ’and  wagons 
after  crossing  will  be  parked  in  the  first  good  ground  on  the  right  of 
the  road  and  await  orders  from  the  proper  ofiicers. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Couch : 

C.  A.  CILLEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Faisoids  Depot,  K.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  I left  the  bridge  over  the  Northeast  Branch  of  the  Cape  Fear 
River,  with  my  command,  on  Thursday  morning,  the  lOth  instant,  expect- 
ing to  reach  this  place  to-night,  but  our  march  was  delayed  by  the 
extremely  bad  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  great  difficulty  I experi- 
enced in  iiassing  some  of  the  creeks.  The  troops  are  now  nine  miles 
from  here,  on  the  Kenansville  road.  I came  here  in  person  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reporting  to  yon,  but  finding  that  you  are  not  here  I shall  send 
this  dispatch  and  wait  till  morning  for  an  answer.  Having  learned 
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that  the  army,  or  a part  of  it,  is  at  Mount  Olive,  I propose  to  march 
toward  that  place  to-morrow,  unless  I should  in  the  meantime  receive 
contrary  instructions.  I have  found  on  the  railroad  two  engines  in 
tolerable  repair,  and  one  which  can  be  repaired;  also  four  freight  cars 
which  can  be  used  at  once,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  others  which  could 
be  made  serviceable  in  five  or  six  days,  provided  workmen  could  be 
provided.  The  machine-shop  at  Magnolia  is  in  good  condition.  The 
superintendent  of  the  road.  Col.  S.  L.  Fremont,  informs  me  that  as  far 
as  he  is  aware,  the  road  remains  uninjured  between  the  Northeast 
Branch  and  the  Neuse.  I propose  to  send  all  the  available  cars  down 
to  Northeast,  and  to  request  General  Hawley,  who  now  commands  at 
Wilmington,  to  send  up  stores  (bread,  coffee,  sugar,  and  oats)  by  steam- 
ers to  that  point.  My  troops  have  rations  for  six  days  from  to  morro.w 
morning.  I have  forage  for  four  days. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFKED  H.  TEEEY, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 
Magnolia  Station.,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865. 

Col.  S.  L.  Fremont, 

Chief  Engmeer  and  Supt.  Wilmington  and  Weldon  R.  R.  Co. : 
Colonel:  The  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad,  with  its  rolling- 
stock,  repair  shops  and  appurtenances,  has  this  day  been  taken  posses- 
sion by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  military  purposes. 
No  property  of  any  kind  or  description  will  be  removed  from  the  road, 
its  depots,  &c.,  except  that  which  is  strictly  the  private  property  of  its 
employes.  The  provisions,  medicines,  and  other  supplies  belonging  to 
the  railroad  company,  will,  until  further  orders,  be  used  under  your 
direction  for  the  benefit  of  its  employes. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A..H.  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Magnolia,  N.  C.,  March  19, 1865—12.35  p.  m. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  march 
the  column  under  your  command  beyond  Kenansville  and  as  near  to 
Faison’s  Depot  as  possible  to-night,  making  a march  of  about  twenty 
miles  to-day.  The  general  will  go  from  here  to  Faison’s,  and  wishes 
you  to  send  a staff'  officer  on  there  with  some  cavalry  to  report  the 
place  of  your  halt  for  the  night,  &c.  Artillery  firing  has  been  heard 
in  a northwest  direction  from  here  last  night  and  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  II.  GEAVES, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  1 Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > xVrmy  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  GO.  ) Near  Mill  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 

The  following  operations  of  this  command  will  take  place  to-morrow 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
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extend  his  lines  to  the  left  somewhat,  so  as  to  get  a good  left  flank, 
and  by  demonstrating  against  the  enemy’s  lines  annoy  him  as  much  as 
possible.  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  forming  on  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  will  work 
against  the  left  flank  or  rear  of  the  enemy’s  lines  at  any  point  between 
his  position  and  the  river.  Each  corps  commander  will  organize  a 
train  of  wagons  now  empty  from  the  ordnance  and  supply  trains  to 
proceed  to  Kinston  and  bring  forward  hard  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  boots, 
and  shoes.  The  trains  will  move  via  Everettsville  or  Mount  Olive. 
As  the  route  is  well  protected  by  our  forces  a small  guard  will  be 
sufficient. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  YAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

N'ear  'Mill  Creeh,  March  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  general  wishes  you  to  have  a vigilant  watch  kept 
on  the  enemy’s  lines,  so  that  we  may  be  advised  the  moment  the  enemy 
falls  back  from  his  lines,  should  he  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  YAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Blair.) 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Bentonville  Cross-Roads,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  my  command,  being  ready  to 
move  at  5 a.  m.,  as  directed  in  orders  received  from  corps  headquarters 
last  night,  moved  out  not  long  afterward,  taking  the  first  left-hand 
road  as  instructed.  I had  not  continued  long  on  this  road  before  my 
head  of  column  met  Avith  the  outpost  of  the  enemy.  The  skirmishing 
was  at  times  considerable,  continuing  to  increase  as  I approached  my 
present  position.  Here  the  enemy  has  been  developed  in  my  front, 
well  fortified,  his  line  running  very  nearly  parallel  to  the  road  on 
which  we  marched.  My  loss  is  about  forty.  1 will  forward  a list  of 
casualties  as  soon  as  received  from  brigade  commanders,  and  I will 
forward  a more  full  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division  at  the  earliest 
possible  date.*  My  line,  which  connects  on  the  right  with  General  Corse, 
covers  the  road  which  leads  to  Smithfield,  my  left  being  refused  so  as  to 
extend  a considerableidistance  to  the  left  of  the  road  on  which  I have 
been  marching  to-day.  My  headquarters  are  at  the  cross-roads  just  in 
rear  of  my  lines. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


See  Part  I,  p.  246. 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creeli,  N.  C.,  March  20^  1865, 

[General  0.  E.  Woods:) 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request 
you  to  strengthen  your  position  during  the  night,  keeping  a strong 
skirmish  line  well  advanced.  In  the  morning  he  desires  you  to  push 
forward  your  skirmishers,  more  fully  to  develop  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  You  will  please  park  your  train  to  the  left  of  the  main  road 
and  at  a sufficient  distance  from  our  lines  to  insure  their  safety  in  the 
event  of  an  engagement. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Corse.) 


Hdqrs.  First  Brih.,  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

AEarch  20,  I860. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  brought  the  train 
forward  and  camped  it  on  Buck  Creek  with  the  train  of  General 
Mower’s  division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  Both  trains  are  guarded 
by  a brigade  of  General  Mower’s  division.  I have  moved  the  troops  of 
this  brigade  two  miles  farther  to  the  front.  I am  only  waiting  for 
Colonel  Carpenter’s  supply  wagons  to  come  up  to  move  forward.  I 
shall  go  five  miles  farther  to-night. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bennettsville  \Bentonville],  N.  C.,  3Iarch  20,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11  p.  m.  last  night  I received 
orders  to  march  my  division,  via  Blackman  Lee’s  Store,  to  the  place 
where  the  Left  Wing  was  confronting  the  enemy,  and  report  for  service 
to  Major-General  Slocum.  The  command  arrived  at  sunrise,  having 
marched  fourteen  miles,  or  eighteen  after  sunset  of  the  previous  day,  and 
was  assigned  a reserve  position.  At  about  11  a.  m.  I received  orders 
from  General  Slocum  to  push  a strong  line  of  skirmishers,  well  sup- 
ported, to  the  right  of  his  lines,  to  find  the  enemy  and  engage  him. 
The  line,  composed  of  two  regiments,  was  deployed,  and  moved  in  the 
direction  indicated,  and  after  about  three  hours  maneuvering  in 
swamps,  the  lines  of  the  enemy  were  found,  but  retired  at  a very  sharp 
angle  from  the  direction  he  was  looked  for,  Avhen  my  lines  were  at  once 
re-enforced  by  a brigade,  were  connected  with  the  First  Division,  Fif- 
teenth Corps,  on  the  right,  the  left  being  much  in  advance  of  the  Four- 
teenth Corps,  and  the  enemy’s  pickets  Avere  at  once  assailed  and  driven 
to  the  main  line,  Avith  a loss  to  ns  of  5 killed  and  0 Avounded.  My 
pickets  Avere  here  intrenched  in  close  ])roximity  to  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  and  remained  in  this  position  till  he  withdrew. 

I am,  respectfully. 


W.  B.  HAZEX, 

Major- General. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creek,  N.  6\,  March  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fijteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of 
this  command  during  the  day:  At  5 a.  m.  the  Second  Brigade,  Col.  C. 
E.  Wever  commanding,  with  one  section  of  Battery  B,  First  Michigan 
Artillery,  made  a demonstration  upon  the  enemy  near  Cox’s  Bridge, 
under  orders  to  drive  them  across  the  river  and.  if  possible  compel 
them  to  destroy  the  bridge.  The  only  road  to  the  bridge  runs  between 
a swamp  and  the  river  for  nearly  a mile  and  was  covered  by  the 
enemy’s  artillery.  It  was  not  until  a path  around  the  swamp  could  be 
found  that  the  skirmishers  succeeded  in  dislodging  them.  This  was 
accomplished  at  7.45  a.  m.  A force  of  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  artd- 
lery  were  developed.  The  rebels  retreated  across  and  from  the  river,  tak- 
ing off  their  guns  and  firing  the  bridge  as  they  went.  The  remainder  of 
the  command  broke  camp  at  near  FallingCreek  Post-Office  at5  a.m.,  and 
moved  forward  to  Cox’s  Cross-Eoads,  and  at  8.15  the  First  Brigade 
and  artillery  moved  out,  following  the  Fourth  Division  on  Bentonville 
road  to  near  Mill  Creek,  at  which  point  the  enemy  had  made  a stand, 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  3()()  yards  in  rear  of  First  and  Fourth 
Divisions  as  a reserve.  The  Second  Brigade  was  left  at  Cox’s  Cross- 
Eoads  as  guard  for  the  trains  of  the  corjiswith  instructions  to  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  until  further  orders.  At  6 p.  m.  it  moved  forward  with 
the  trains.  At  6.30  p.  m.  the  First  Brigade  moved  forward  on  main 
road  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  300  yards  on  the  left  and  rear 
of  First  Division.  The  Second  Brigade  remained  in  line  at  the  point 
vacated  by  the  First  Brigade.  The  artillery  is  parked  on  the  east  side 
of  the  main  road  and  200  yards  in  rear  of  First  Brigade.  Headquar- 
ters are  on  the  road  and  right  flank  of  the  artillery.  The  casualties  of 
the  Second  Brigade  in  the  skirmish  this  morning  were  2 severely 
and  1 slightly  wounded. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  and  operations  of  my  command  this  instant:  Pursuant  to 
orders  from  corps  headquarters  I broke  camp  at  7 a.  m.,  and  following 
tbe  First  Division  of  this  corps  moved  to  the  cross-roads  near  Neuse 
Elver;  thence  upon  the  Bentonville  road  to  Mill  Creek,  near  which  my 
division  is  in  ])osition  on  the  right  of  the  First  Division,  General 
Woods’,  two  brigades  in  line  and  one  in  reserve,  and  well  intrenched, 
with  skirmishers  holding  the  high  ground  which  constitutes  the  baidc 
of  the  creek  and  swamp,  and  also  intrenched  confronting  the  enemy’s 
skirmishers  on  the  opposite  bank.  No  serious  demonstration  has  yet 
been  made  against  my  lines  by  the  enemy  and  my  ])osition  is,  1 think, 
a secure  one.  A list  of  casualties  has  not  yet  been  received.  My 
command  has  marclied  a distance  of  eight  miles. 

I am,  very  rcspectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  COESE, 

Brevet  Major-General, 
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Special  ^ Hdqrs.  4th  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  ^ On  Goldsborougli  Road, 

]S'o.  48.  ) Two  Miles  frorn  JTeuse  River ^ March  20,  1865. 

I.  The  troops  of  this  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  on  Ben- 
tonville  at  5 a.  m.  the  20th  instant,  prepared  for  battle.  No  wagons  to 
accompany  them  except  those  necessary  in  case  of  an  engagement.  All 
others  will  be  closely  parked  at  the  cross-roads,  near  General  Woods’ 
camp,  under  a guard  detailed  from  corps  headquarters.  Brigade  com- 
manders will  see  that  the  men  bake  up  all  the  corn  meal  in  their  pos- 
session during  the  night,  to  be  carried  in  haversacks.  Brigades  in  the 
order  of  Third,  First,  Second.  There  are  to-night  strong  indications  of 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy  during  the  day,  and  in  order  that  the 
troops  may  be  prepared  for  such  an  event,  should  it  take  place  on  this 
ground,  as  many  men  as  there  are  tools  will  be  actively  engaged  in  the 
work  of  constructing  fortifications  under  energetic  officers.  In  case  the 
division  marches  to  the  support  of  the  Left  Wing,  or  as  above  directed, 
the  wagons  to  be  taken  will  move  in  rear  of  battery,  the  center  brigade 
by  the  side  of  same. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  on  Goldsborougli  Road,  March  20,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Rice, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

General:  By  direction  of  the  brevet  major-general  commanding 
division  I have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  instruc- 
tions in  his  name:  The  movements  of  this  instant  will  doubtless  be  very 
important,  with  a prospect  of  meeting  the  enemy,  who  is  said  to  be  com- 
manded by  General  Lee  in  person.  By  the  accompanying  order*  yon 
will  see  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  trains,  and  it  is  very  impor- 
tant that  your  command  is  brought  forward  to  this  point  in  time  for  the 
movement  expressed  in  said  order  should  such  take  place,  bringing  for- 
ward all  trains,  including  General  Sherman’s,  which,  however,  must  not 
interfere  with  the  movements  of  the  troops.  You  can  supply  your  com- 
mand Avith  meal  and  meat  from  any  such  you  may  find  in  the  hands  of 
the  division  foraging  detail,  this  being  your  authority  for  so  doing. 
The  labor  to  be  iierformed,  though  it  may  be  severe,  is  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  exigencies  of  the  service. 

I am,  very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  H.  EVERTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  First  Brigade  : 

You  will  strengthen  your  position  as  much  as  possible  during  the 
night  in  anticipation  of  an  attack  in  the  morning.  Where  it  can  be 
done  abatis  will  be  extended  well  in  front  of  the  works,  and  when  the 


See  next,  ante. 
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works  are  in  open  field  lines  of  palisades  can  be  constructed.  Troops 
will  at  all  times  be  in  readiness  to  take  to  their  arms.  You  will  also,  if 
practicable,  intrench  your  skirmish  line. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EYEETS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  officers  Second  and  Third  Brigades.) 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

March  20,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  : General  Blair  directs  me  to  say  that  he  wishes  yon  to 
help  forward  the  ordnance  train  of  the  Fourth  Division  if  it  gets  into 
trouble,  and  at  the  same  time  push  forward  yourself,  following  the 
Fourth  Division. 

Eespectfully, 


C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  20.,  1865 — 2 a.  m. 


Major-General  Slocum, 

Commandmg  Left  Wing: 

General  : Yours  of  8 p.  in.  19th  is  just  received,  and  I acknowledge 
receipt  by  direction  of  the  general-in-chief,  who  instructs  me  also  to 
say  that  the  whole  army  is  moving  to  your  assistance  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Upon  its  approach  he  wishes  you  to  be  prepared  to  assume 
the  offensive  against  the  enemy.  Colonel  Asmussen  has  directions  for 
you.  All  ambulances  will  be  given  you  that  can. 

I am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTOll, 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  1865 — 4 a.  m. 
Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  1 got  a dispatch  from  General  Schofield  yesterday  say- 
ing he  would  start  from  Kinston  for  Goldsborough  yesterday  or  to-day. 
I have  just  received  information  that  General  Terry  camped  his  troops 
five  miles  south  of  Faison’s  yesterday,  and  that  he  in  person  reached 
Faison’s  on  a train  last  night.  I have  ordered  him  to  feel  into  Golds- 
borough for  General  Schofield  and  up  to  Cox’s  Bridge  for  me.  We  all 
move  at  5 a.  m.  toward  you ; hold  fast  to  your  position,  which  I take  for 
granted  is  now  well  fortified,  but  be  ready  to  attack  the  enemy  the 
moment  you  see  signs  of  let  go;  follow  him  as  far  as  Mill  Creek,  and 
take  position  covering  the  movement  of  your  trains  on  the  direct 
Goldsborough  road.  If  it  be  true  that  General  Terry  has  reached 
Faison’s  on  a train,  we  will  be  able  to  send  your  wounded  down  to 
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Wilmington  from  Neuse  River  bridge.  You  shall  have  the  use  of 
every  ambulance  in  the  army  not  absolutely  needed  in  the  other  corps 
and  divisions. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Left  Wino,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Fieldj  W.  (7.,  March  20^  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

General-in-  Chief: 

General  : I have  already  ordered  the  movement  to  be  made  on  the 
left. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  March  20^  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

Major-General  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  I find  the  topography  of  the  country  different  from 
what  I expected.  The  road  from  Falling  Creek  Church  will  be  very 
bad  in  wet  weather  as  far  as  Cox’s  Bridge,  thence  for  eight  miles  very 
good,  with  sandy  ground  and  open  fields;  hence  about  ten  miles  from 
Cox’s  Bridge  we  are  on  flat  pine  land,  such  as  makes  bad  roads  in  wet 
weather.  We  struck  the  enemy  on  his  left  rear  about  noon  and  have 
l^ressed  him  pretty  hard,  and  have  dislodged  him  from  all  his  barri- 
cades except  the  line  constructed  as  against  you,  which  may  be  double 
or  inclosed,  for  our  men  find  parapets  from  the  road  well  down  to  Mill 
Creek.  Johnston  hoped  to  overcome  your  wing  before  I could  come  to 
your  relief.  Having  failed  in  that,  I cannot  see  why  he  remains  and  still 
think  he  will  avail  himself  of  night  to  get  back  to  Smithfield.  I would 
rather  avoid  a general  battle  if  possible,  but  if  he  insists  on  it,  we  must 
accommodate  him.  In  that  event  if  he  be  in  position  to-morrow,  I want 
you  to  make  a good  road  around  his  flank  into  this,  and  to-morrow 
night  pass  your  trains  and  dispose  your  troops  so  that  we  have  our 
back  toward  Faison’s  and  Goldsborough.  General  Schofield  was  to 
leave  Kinston  for  Goldsborough  to-day,  and  General  Terry  has  arrived 
with  9,000  infantry  at  Faison’s,  and  1 have  ordered  him  to  Cox’s  Bridge 
to  be  drawn  up  here  if  we  need  him.  1 can  also  draw  on  General 
Schofield  in  a few  days  for  10,000,  but  1 think  we  have  enough.  First, 
in  case  of  being  forced  to  fight  the  enemy  here  we  must  send  our  trains 
to  Kinston  for  supplies,  and  therefore  get  a road  at  once  around  the 
flank  of  the  enemy;  the  rest  is  in  our  possession.  Retain  ordnance  and 
all  wagons  with  food;  all  else  should  go  down.  Make  no  orders  as  yet, 
till  to-morrow  reveals  the  purpose  of  our  enemy,  but  think  the  problem 
over.  Post  General  Hazen  to  your  right  so  as  to  join  his  own  corps, 
the  Fifteenth.  Keep  General  Kilpatrick  on  your  left  rear;  feel  the 
enemy  at  several  iioints  to-night,  and,  if  he  retreats,  try  and  get  some 
prisoners.  Make  me  a report  of  to  day’s  operations  with  you,  and 
describe  more  fully  the  topography. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

March  20^  1865 — 12  midnight. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

General  : Your  communicatiou  of  8 p.  m.  has  come  to  hand.  I have 
already  found  a road  around  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  my 
wagons  on  it.  My  hospitals  are  also  established  on  it.  I had  the 
Michigan  Engineers  at  work  on  a bridge  on  that  road,  with  instruc- 
tions to  put  the  road  in  good  order.  I can,  at  any  time,  move  this  wing 
to  the  Goldsborough  road  without  a fight.  I placed  Hazen  in  position 
on  my  right,  so  that  he  could  join  his  corps.  The  enemy  has  a good 
road  leading  from  his  position  to  Smithfield,  with  intrenchments  cov- 
ering it.  If  you  find  it  necessary  to  fight  him,  I shall  try  to  carry  that 
part  of  his  line,  as  it  will  cut  ofi*  his  retreat.  I will  send  you  a plat  of 
the  country  to-morrow.  I have  given  Major  Audenried  the  details  of 
yesterday’s  affair.  Johnston  was  too  slowj  he  allowed  me  to  discover 
his  strength  before  he  made  any  strong  efforts,  and  then  found  my 
men  behind  a very  strong  line  of  works.  I have  an  excellent  line,  and 
the  men  were  very  industrious  yesterday  afternoon  and  last  night.  I 
do  not  believe  my  losses  will  exceed  1,500  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing.  The  enemy  left  many  dead  in  front  of  my  line.  I will  give 
you  details  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  Y.  (7.,  March  20,  1865 — 7.50  a.  m. 

Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
forward  your  skirmish  line  along  the  whole  line  and  supnort  it,  but 
without  bringing  on  a general  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEOHBET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  to  General  Williams.) 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  Y.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 

Brevet  Major-Geneial  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  to 
your  train  for  a couple  of  days’  rations  for  your  troops,  and  order  the 
balance  of  the  train  direct  to  Goldsborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  March  20^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  yon  push  forward 
your  entire  skirmish  line,  and  supporting  it,  drive  in  the  enemy^s 
skirmishers,  still  holding  your  original  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUKG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
General  Carlin  has  same  instructions. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  March  20,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 
General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  throw  up  such 
works  as  will  secure  your  present  position,  connecting  them  on  the 
right  with  the  troops  which  join  you  on  that  flank,  and  on  the  left 
with  our  old  line,  and  remain  for  the  night. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  McCLUBG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  V.  C.,  March  20, 1865 — 3 a.  m. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Comnandmg  Twentieth  Corps : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  he 
has  just  received  a communication  from  Major-General  Sherman,  and 
that  the  entire  army  is  moving  to  our  assistance.  He  wishes  the  troops 
informed  of  this  fact,  and  he  directs  that  the  cartridge-boxes  be  filled, 
all  stragglers  and  foragers  collected  together,  and  everything  done  to 
make  the  command  as  eflective  as  possible  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DECHERT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

Di  the  Field,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 
Brevet  Major-General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
forward  and  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy’s  lines  on  the  lelt 
before  dark. 

Very  resi>ectful]y,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  V.  DECHERT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creeh^  March  J20,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Ward, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  forward 
your  skirniisli  line  immediately,  supporting  it,  but  without  bringing  on 
a general  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjuta7it- General. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creek^  N.  C.,  March  20.^  1865. 

General  W.  T.  Ward: 

General  : The  brevet  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs 
that  you  have  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  daybreak 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldy  7iear  Be^itonville^  March  20,  1865 — 2 p.  w. 
General  Schofield: 

Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received.  You  can  march  into  Golds- 
borough  without  opposition.  General  Terry  is  at  Eaison^s  and  I have 
ordered  him  to  Cox’s  Bridge  till  the  present  action  is  over.  I am  now 
within  two  miles  of  Slocum  but  Johnston  is  between  us;  we  are  now 
skirmishing.  After  occupying  Goldsborough,  if  you  hear  nothing  to 
the  contrary,  join  a part  of  your  forces  with  General  Terry’s  and  come 
to  me  wherever  1 may  be. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN^, 

Major-  Geiieral. 


Eockford,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865 — 5 p.  7n. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

My  troops  will  be  at  this  place  to-night,  which  is  on  the  north  bank  ot 
the  Neuse,  about  midway  between  Kinston  and  Goldsborough.  Unless 
I hear  from  you  or  get  information  indicating  it  to  be  unwise  to  do  so, 
I will  march  for  Goldsborough  to-morrow.  A troop  of  cavalry  passed 
down  the  south  bank  this  p.  m.,  and  I presume  with  dispatches  from 
you  or  General  Terry.  If  so,  I will  get  them  to-night. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

3Iaj 0 r-  Genera  I . 
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New  Berne,  March  20^  1865. 

Major-General  Schofield, 

Headquarters  ; 

General  Easton  lias  called  for  troops  and  I have  sent  him  the 
Twenty-second  Iowa  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-first  New  York 
Eegiinents  that  I wrote  you  would  go  to  the  front.  There  is  only  one 
regiment  left  here  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps. 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Kinston,  N.  C.,  Mar  eh  20,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Barriger, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  of  Department,  New  Berne: 
The  army  is  moving  this  morning  with  five  days’  rations.  Second 
fleet  of  boats  has  arrived.  As  railroad  is  to  be  finished  to  river 
to-night  I suppose  all  stores  will  be  sent  to  that  point.  I remain  here 
a few  days,  by  direction  of  the  general,  to  look  to  accumulation  of 
supplies.  Please  crowd  forward  by  rail. 

B.  B.  TEEAT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Special  Orders.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  March  20,  1865. 

The  command  will  continue  the  movement  toward  Goldsborough 
to-morrow  morning  at  G o’clock,  unless  otherwise  ordered  before  that 
hour.  General  Carter  will  move  in  advance,  followed  by  General 
Greene’s  division  and  General  Euger’s  division  in  rear.  All  wagons 
will  move  in  one  train  at  the  rear  of  the  corps  under  a strong  guard 
furnished  from  General  Euger’s  division. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  March  20,  1865. 

Colonel  Savage, 

Commanding  Tivelfth  New  York  Cavalry  : 

The  command  will  continue  the  movement  toward  Goldsborough 
to-morrow  morning  at  6 o’clock,  unless  otherwise  ordered  before  that 
hour.  You  will  conduct  the  movement  of  your  command  with  similar 
views  in  mind  as  of  to-day. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


On  the  March,  March  20,  1865. 

Colonel  Savage, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

It  is  desired  that  the  cavalry  should  cover  the  roads  so  that  the 
movement  of  an  infantry  column  may  not  be  known  ahead  of  us,  and 
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you  will  keep  all  persons  coming  into  the  lines,  and  allow  none  to  go 
out  on  the  flanks  or  ahead.  Keport  when  you  arrive  at  Falling  Creek. 

. J.  D.  COX, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Fields  March  20,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  of  Battalion  Cavalry, 

White  Hall: 

Sir  : You  will  continue  the  movement  toward  Goldsborough,  cover- 
ing the  head  of  the  infantry  column,  to-morrow  morning  at  6 o’clock, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  before  that  hour. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Cox.: 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Falling  Creek  Church,  March  20,  1865 — 1 a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  I have  just  learned  through  your  cavalry  of  your  arrival 
at  Faison’s.  Johnston  with  his  concentrated  force  made  an  unsuccess- 
ful attack  on  my  Left  Wing  yesterday,  near  Bentonville.  I am  just 
starting  with  my  Bight  Wing  to  attack  him.  Feel  into  Goldsborough 
for  General  Schofield,  and  up  to  the  Falling  Creek  and  Cox’s  Bridge 
for  me.  We  have  cavalry  pickets  south  of  Goldsborough.  Tbe  Xeuse 
bridges  are  burned. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAX, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Falling  Greek  Church,  March  20,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Faisonh  Depot : 

General  : I have  this  moment  received  your  dispatch  of  yesterday. 
I had  just  sent  off  a cipher  dispatch  to  yon,  but  as  yours  is  plain  I 
infer  you  have  no  cipher  clerk.  Yesterday  Johnston  with  his  force 
concentrated  struck  my  Left  Wing  near  Bentonville,  and  they  had  a 
severe  battle,  lasting  until  night.  General  Slocum  beat  them  off,  but 
was  uneasy.  I am  now  turning  the  Eight  Wing  on  Bentonville.  1 
want  you  to  move  to  Mount  Olive  Station  and  communicate  with 
General  Schofield,  who  ought  to  be  at  Goldsborough  to-night,  and  then 
feel  up  for  me  on  the  south  of  the  Xeuse,  toward  Bentonville.  Get 
the  railroad  from  Northeast  Branch  to  Neuse  in  running  order,  to  the 
capacity  of  tlie  captured  stock.  The  railroad  and  road  bridges  near 
Goldsborough  were  burned  yesterday  on  being  threatened  by  some  of 
our  cavalry  parties.  If  General  Schofield  gets  to  Goldsborough  the 
road  bridge  should  be  rebuilt  at  once.  If  you  need  pontoons  I can 
send  you  some  of  canvas.  Half  our  trains  are  Avitli  General  Slocum, 
near  Bentonville,  and  the  other  half  about  eight  miles  south  of  this,  on 
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the  road  from  Cox’s  Bridge  to  Wilmington.  By  to-night  I will  know 
• if  Joe  Johnston  intends  to  fight  me  in  force,  when  I will  communicate 
further.  Until  you  know  the  result,  you  and  General  Schofield  should 
work  up  to  my  support,  south  of  the  Neuse. 

Yours,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN^, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — Send  that  cavalry  regiment  through  to  me  via  the  Bentonville 
road.  We  hold  the  bridge  over  Falling  Creek. 

W.  T.  S. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Major-General  Terry, 

Mount  Olive: 

General:  We  struck  Johnston  on  his  left  rear  to-day,  and  have 
been  skirmishing  pretty  hard  all  day.  We  have  opened  communica- 
tion with  General  Slocum,  who  had  a hard  fight  yesterday.  We  are 
now  ready  for  battle  if  Johnston  desires  it  to  morrow,  but  as  he  has 
failed  to  overcome  one  wing  he  will  hardly  invite  battle  with  both.  I 
don’t  want  to  fight  now  or  here,  and  therefore  won’t  object  to  his 
drawing  ofi‘ to-night  toward  Smithfield,  as  he  should.  General  Scho- 
field moves  to-day  from  Kinston  for  Goldsborough,  and  I wish  you  to 
go  to  Cox’s,  to  which  point  I will  send  a pontoon  train  if  1 conclude  to 
lay  a bridge  there.  The  north  side  of  Keusewill  afford  us  good  forag- 
ing ground,  and  will  be  a direct  threat  to  Smithfield  and  the  rear  of 
Johnston’s  army  now  to  my  front.  I may  have  to  send  all  my  empty 
wagons  to  Kinston  for  clothing  and  supplies,  but  you  would  do  well  to 
have  the  railroad  from  Wilmington  repaired  uf)  to  the  Nense  and  you 
can  draw  supplies  up  that  road.  If  Johnston  insists  on  fighting  us 
here  I may  call  you  up,  but  if  he  goes  I will  drop  down  to  Goldsborough, 
put  you  about  Faison’s  or  Mount  Olive  and  General  Schofield  at  Kins- 
ton until  we  are  resuiiplied  and  equipped  for  the  next  campaign.  This 
will  take  us  a couple  of  weeks.  I suppose  you  will  be  put  to  your  wits 
to  feed  your  men  until  the  roads  are  eipiipped,  but  it  is  wonderful  how 
necessity  develops  the  searching  qualities  of  soldiers.  My  men  seem 
to  keep  fat  and  healthy  on  parched  corn  and  bacon.  Have  both  bridges 
over  Falling  Water  put  in  good  order  and  tell  General  Schofield  to 
repair  at  once  the  road  bridge  across  the  Keuse  at  Goldsborougli.  The 
railroad  bridge  will  be  built  by  Colonel  Wright  with  his  railroad  gang. 
1 do  hope  we  will  have  some  fine  weather,  as  rain  makes  these  roads 
terrible. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEKMAN, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Army  ('orps, 

Fahon’n  Depot,  March  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commandiuif  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  1 forwaid  inclosed  cipher  dispatches  received  at  Wil- 
mington just  before  I left  there.  There  was  no  cipher  oi)erator  there, 
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SO  that  I could  not  ascertain  their  contents.  I send  them  forward, 
although  from  a verbal  message  given  to  me  by  the  operator  I supi)ose 
them  to  have  been  intended  for  me. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  H.  TEERY, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Mount  Olive,  N.  6\,  March  20,  1865. 

Col.  M.  Kerwin, 

Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry : 

Colonel  : You  will  immediately  proceed  by  the  Bentonville  road 
and  Falling  Creek  bridge  to  report  with  your  command  to  Major- 
General  Sherman,  whom  you  will  find  at  or  beyond  the  bridge  men- 
tioned above. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Marching  Orders.]  Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps, 

Near  Falling  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 

The  corps  will  march  at  6 a.  m.  to-morrow,  General  Paine,  with  two 
brigades  of  his  division,  leading.  One  brigade  of  Paine’s  division  will 
be  left  with  the  train,  which  will  be  moved  forward  in  the  morning  to  a 
point  about  three  miles  in  advance  of  the  present  bivouac,  where  the 
trains  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  are  now  parked. 
The  only  wagons  to  accompany  the  troops  will  be  the  headquarters 
wagons,  those  of  the  batteries,  and  ten  wagons  of  the  ordnance  train, 
not  including  regimental  headquarters  wagons.  The  pontoon  train  will 
be  parked  with  the  train. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Terry: 

A.  TEEEY, 

Major  and  Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  (7.,  March  20,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a field  return  of  the 
forces  under  my  command  (A)  on  the  19th  instant.  It  does  not  include 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York,  of  Brevet  Major-Gen- 
eral Ames’  division,  on  Levison  Creek,  right  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear, 
about  fifteen  miles  distant,  guarding  a pontoon  bridge  and  protecting 
an  ex})ected  column  of  refugees.  Probably  there  are  also  a few  scat- 
tered individuals  or  squads  left  irregularly  wdth  baggage,  &c.,  though 
General  Abbott,  commanding  post,  has  hunted  iij)  nearly  all  such.  I 
suppose  that  as  fast  as  any  considerable  number  of  the  invalids  become 
fit  for  duty  I am  to  forward  them.  I forward  also  a hospital  morning 
report  of  the  19th,  showing  3,G89  sick.  About  100  have  since  come  in 
by  way  of  Northeast  Eiver  from  Major-General  Terry’s  column.  About 
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2,000  of  the  sick  are  paroled  prisoners.  The  medical  officers  claim  to 
have  asked  for  all  they  need,  but  they  hear  nothing  of  its  coming.  The 
deaths  average  about  seventeen  x^er  day.  The  great  wants  are  medi- 
cal supplies  and  transportation.  I can  and  do  seize  stimulants  suf- 
ficient, but  the  great  want  of  my  whole  command  is  transporta- 
tion The  quartermasters  tell  us  we  have  but  fourteen  wagons  of 
all  sorts.  The  hospitals  could  well  use  about  all  of  these,  but  I 
have  also  many  refugees  to  care  for  and  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
post  to  do  besides.  The  surgeons  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  of 
hosi^ital  ships  coming,  as  about  1,000  of  their  patients  could  then  be 
sent  North  immediately.  To  our  great  joy  the  sanitary  steamer 
Governor  Chase  arrived  last  evening,  in  charge  of  Doctors  Dalton  and 
Agnew,  with  underclothing  enough  to  supply  all  the  needy  sick  men, 
and  a large  stock  of  anti- scorbutics,  articles  of  hospital  diet,  &c.  A 
great  amount  of  suffering  is  relieved  thereby.  I send  also  the  morning 
report  for  the  19th  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eandlett,  provost-marshal  at 
this  post,  which  sufficiently  explains  itself.  Nearly  1,200  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  since  I took  command.  The  people  generally 
make  but  little  trouble,  in  the  city  at  least.  Stray  marauders  annoy 
the  inhabitants  in  all  the  region  about  us,  but  more  particularly  in 
Bladen  and  Brunswick  Counties.  In  those  districts  are  many  rebel 
deserters,  in  some  instances  organized  as  companies.  They  subsist 
on  the  inhabitants,  chiefiy  directing  their  attentions  to  citizens  of 
strong  rebel  proclivities,  and  especially  against  enrolling  officers,  &c. 
Many  of  these  are  near  their  own  homes.  I believe  the  regular  army 
could  recruit  from  such  men  and  from  rebel  deserters  without  our 
lines  who  have  taken  the  oath,  many  men  for  cavalry  service  in  the 
Northwest  against  the  Indians.  In  requiring  the  oath,  protecting 
the  people,  and  suppressing  rebellious  manifestations,  I govern  myself 
as  strictly  as  possible  by  the  President’s  Amnesty  Proclamation,  Gen- 
eral Orders,  Nos,  64  and  190,  series  of  1864,  Lieutenant-General  Grant’s 
order  concerning  deserters,  and  the  department  commander’s  Order, 
No.  8,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  with  the  most  earnest  desire  to  make  the 
peoxffe  love  and  honor,  but  at  all  hazards,  obey  the  Government.  Of 
course  there  will  be  mistakes  in  individual  instances,  but  I feel  entirely 
assured  that  the  major-general  commanding  will  hear  me  also  if  com- 
plaints are  made.  Pour  hundred  or  500  refugees  have  reached  us  from 
Fayetteville,  but  the  great  column  does  not  appear.  I have  landed 
stores  on  Point  Peter  to  be  ready  for  them,  sent  a capable  officer  familiar 
V,  ith  the  country  with  a good  i)arty  of  men  up  from  Point  Peter  toward 
Moore’s  Creek  to  meet,  guide,  and  help  them,  and  also  have  sent  a small 
steamer  up  the  Gape  Fear  this  morning  with  a detachment  iand  a guard 
and  a supply  of  food  to  look  along  the  bank  for  signs  of  them.  The 
gun-boat  Folus  came  down  last  night  from  Fayetteville,  the  last-of  Major- 
General  Sherman’s  army  having  left  there.  She  reports  nothing  new. 
I cannot  find  the  officer,  but  I am  told  that  he  believes  that  some  of  our 
forces  are  i)utting  a i)ontoon  across  just  below  Elizabethtown.  If  so,  it 
must  be  to  cross  the  refugees.  Certainly  I must  hear  from  them  within 
twenty-four  hours.  Enough  contrabands  and  poor  wliites  are  here  to 
give  us  much  work.  Besides  sending  some  contrabands  to  Morehead 
City,  at  the  request  of  General  Beckwith  I have  organized  a battalion, 
now  numbering  530,  to  work  about  tlie  streets,  wharves,  hospitals,  and 
defenses.  I give  them  full  rations  and  their  families  the  refugee  ration. 
When  any  of  them  can  sliow  tliat  they  have  secured  employment  else- 
where they  can  go.  We  sliall  soon  have  the  city  thoroughly  clean. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Hayes  I charged  with  collecting,  inventory- 
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ing,  and  saving  captured  and  abandoned  personal  property.  He  is  doing 
good  service.  It  requires  great  vigilance  to  keei)  from  being  cheated 
and  robbed  by  lying  rebels  or  thieving  N^orthern  speculators.  Some 
cotton  and  tobacco,  about  which  there  was  no  question,  has  already  been 
duly  invoiced  to  the  Treasury  agent  and  sent  to  hTew  York.  Two  or 
three  parties  have  appeared  here  with  cotton  or  rosin  permits.  They 
have  not  shown  their  papers,  and  I warn  all  persons  not  to  make  sales 
or  transfers  of  such  property  without  permission  from  district  head- 
quarters, under  penalty  of  being  imprisoned  or  summarily  ejected,  be- 
fore I can  get  at  the  new  legislation  of  Congress  on  these  subjects  or 
receive  orders  from  Major-General  Schofield.  One  Mr.  Gibbons,  con- 
tractor for  the  hides  of  Government  beeves  slaughtered,  disclosed  to 
me  a desire  that  I should  share  in  cotton  and  rosin  speculations,  he 
furnishing  capital  and  I official  assistance.  He  declared  at  New  Berne 
General  Palmer  had  made  $10,000  in  one  trade.  Satisfied  that  he  came 
here  to  defraud  the  Government,  I i)ut  him  in  'the  watch-house,  where 
he  remains.  Mr.  Heaton,  special  suj)ervising  Treasury  agent,  has 
reported  here  with  his  local  agents  to  care  for  property  and  trade — to 
all  appearances  a gentleman  of  integrity  and  certainly  one  of  experience. 
He  certainly  relieves  us  of  much  embarrassment.  I hope  that  the  proj- 
ect of  sending  the  surplus  negroes  to  General  Saxton’s  district  will  be 
carried  out.  It  is  rapidly  getting  late  for  the  planting  season,  and  our 
want  of  seeds,  imifiements,  and  mules  and  carts  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  locate  them  upon  abandoned  lands  near  here.  The  inclosed  news- 
paper contains,  among  other  orders,  one  providing  for  a fund  to  meet 
the  semi-civil  expenditures  that  I can  hereby  avoid.  The  rates  are 
lower  than  are  imposed  in  neighboring  districts  and  will  be  reduced  if 
they  are  likely  to  raise  more  than  an  economical  administration  will 
need.  The  long-expected  construction  corps  does  not  arrive,  save  that 
about  200  men  have  come,  under  a Mr.  Hawkesworth,  who  are  busily 
engaged  at  the  railroad  machine-shops  and  putting  the  station  in  order. 
I have  received  favorably  the  renewed  advances  of  certain  parties  who 
profess  a desire  to  bring  in  some  rolling-stock  of  the  Manchester  road 
and  put  the  track  in  order,  at  least  as  far  as  the  Little  Pedee.  The  talk 
results  in  nothing  thus  far.  I shall  be  very  grateful  for  any  instructions, 
advice,  or  suggestions  the  major-general  commanding  may  have  leisure 
to  send.  Yenturing  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  continued  success,  I 
remain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  HAWLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Departivient  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  request  that  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Ean- 
som,  of  tlie  quartermaster’s  department,  now  on  duty  transferring  the 
cotton  captured  at  Savannah  to  tlie  Treasury  agents,  be  assigned  to 
the  same  duties  in  the  city  of  Charleston.  The  amount  of  cotton  cap- 
tured at  Charleston  will  i^robably  reach  as  high  as  0,000  bales. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMOKE, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  South, 

Charleston^  8.  (7.,  March  30,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  Marthell, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence : 

Captain:  I have  the  houor  to  report  that  the  aggregate  strength  of 
the  forces  present  is  274  commissioned  officers  and  6,844  enlisted  men. 
I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  B.  PERRY, 

First  Lieut.,  Fifty-fifth  Mass.  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  City  of  Charleston, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron: 

Admiral:  Col.  Stewart  L.  Woodford  begs  that  about  200  colored 
seamen  in  uniform,  with  their  officers,  be  sent  to  this  city  to-morrow  by 
1.30  p.  m.  to  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett,  at  the  Citadel,  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  the  procession  of  the  freedmen  of  this  city.  The 
line  will  be  formed  at  the  Citadel  green  at  2 p.  m. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  BATTERSON, 

Second  Lieut.,  127th  New  York  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


Headquarters  City  of  Charleston, 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Bennett, 

Commanding  Northern  District : 

Colonel:  By  direction  of  the  colonel  commanding  the  city,  you  will 
have  your  regiment  formed  in  line  at  2 p.  m.  to-morrow  to  join  in  the 
procession  of  freedmen.  Your  regiment  will  have  the  right,  and  appli- 
cation has  been  made  for  200  colored  sailors  to  have  the  left  of  the  line. 
They  will  report  to  you  at  the  green  at  about  1.30.  You  will  reduce  the 
guards  in  your  district  just  as  much  as  possible  to-morrow,  in  order 
that  you  may  turn  out  as  many  men  as  can  possibly  be  spared. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A,  BATTERSON, 

Second  Lieut.,  127th  New  York  Yols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  21,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

(Received  3 p.  m.) 

Major-General  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- G en eral,  ^Y ashington : 

Has  rolling-stock  sufficient  to  supply  an  army  of  100,000  men,  with 
the  usual  proportion  of  cavalry,  transportation,  and  artillery,  over  a dis- 
tance of  130  miles,  been  sent  to  New  Berne?  If  not,  more  should  be 
sent  at  once. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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Washington,  March  21^  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point: 

Dispatch  of  9 a.  m.  received.  Eolling-stock  is  being  sent  to  New 
Berne.  General  McOallum,  who  received  his  instructions  directly 
from  General  Sherman  at  Savannah,  is  attending  to  this.  It  is  not 
going  forward  as  fast  as  I could  wish.  Its  embarkation  is  confined  to 
certain  docks  at  New  York  and  Wilmington,  Del.,  where  alone  the 
facilities  are  to  be  found,  and  where  the  wide  gauge  engines  and  cars 
are  collected.  General  McOallum  was  here  last  week,  and  has  gone 
back  to  New  York  to  urge  it  forward.  It  requires  many  vessels,  and 
the  ice  interfered  with  the  earlier  shipments.  Whatever  is  possible  is 
being  done  to  get  forward  a sufficient  supply  of  rolling-stock.  Your 
dispatch  will  be  sent  to  him. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General  and  Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Mississippi, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Fields  near  Be^itonville,  N.  (7., 

No.  33.  ) March  21^  1865. 

I.  Major-General  Howard,  commanding  Eight  Wing,  will  retain  only 
such  wagons  as  are  essential  to  immediate  operations  and  dispatch  the 
balance,  under  small  escort,  to  Kinston  for  a supply  of  provisions.  He 
will  establish  a temporary  depot  for  his  command  south  of  the  Neuse 
Eiver  and  east  of  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  Eailroad,  in 
which  to  deposit  his  camp  equipage,  whilst  his  wagons  are  engaged  in 
bringing  up  stores. 

II.  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  will  in  like  man- 
ner establish  a temporary  depot  at  a point  south  of  the  Neuse  Eiver 
and  west  of  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  Eailroad,  in  which  to 
deposit  his  camp  equipage,  whilst  his  wagons  are  engaged  in  bringing 
him  supplies  from  Kinston.  He  will  send  his  wounded  to  a temporary 
hospital  camp  on  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough  Eailroad  con- 
venient to  Goldsborough.  The  wagons  needed  for  immediate  opera- 
tions will  be  shifted  around  the  left  flank  of  the  Eight  Wing  to  a point 
between  Cox’s  Bridge  and  the  rear  of  the  Eight  Wing. 

III.  General  Kilpatrick,  commanding  cavalry,  will  in  like  manner 
establish  a temporary  depot  on  the  Wilmington  and  Goldsborough 
Eailroad,  near  Mount  Olive  Station,  to  which  point  he  will  send  all 
incumbrances  that  will  impede  his  march. 

IV.  General  Slocum  will  send  his  bridge  train  to  Cox’s  Bridge  to 
report  to  Major-General  Terry,  who  will  effect  a crossing  of  Neuse  Eiver 
at  that  point  and  cover  it  on  the  north  side  by  at  least  one  brigade 
intrenched.  General  Howard  will  send  his  bridge  train  to  some  good 
crossing  between  his  temporary  depot  and  Goldsborough. 

V.  Major-General  Schofield,  commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio,  will 
occupy  Goldsborough  and  make  disposition  to  cross  over  Little  Eiver 
in  the  direction  of  Smithtield. 

YI.  Col.  W.  W.  Wright  will  use  extraordinary  exertions  to  complete 
the  railroad  into  Goldsborough,  and  i)rovide  rolling-stock  for  moving  a 
maximum  quantity  of  sujqilies. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman: 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Mill  Creek j A.  (7.,  March  21^  1865, 
Capt.  F.  W.  Gilbreth,  Aide-de-Camp : 

Captain  : Please  allow  General  BlaiPs  brigade  to  move  on  up  at  once. 
At  his  request  I have  changed  my  order  regarding  it.  Use  the  engi- 
neer regiment  and  such  detachments  as  you  can  find.  The  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  will  send  a regiment,  which  will  leave  here  to-morrow 
morning  and  will  reach  you  before  the  train  can  be  entirely  drawn  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Department  and 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Ro.  67.  ; Near  Mill  Creek.,  N.  (7.,  March  21y  1865. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Field  Orders,  No  33,  headquarters  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mississippi,  a temiiorary  depot  for  this  command  will 
be  established  near  Neuse  River  at  the  first  practicable  approach  east 
of  Wilmington  and  W^eldon  Railroad.  All  wagons  not  necessary  for 
immediate  use  now  filled  with  surplus  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  or 
other  surplus  stores,  will  be  sent  to  this  depot  and  unloaded,  and  will 
then  proceed  to  Kinston  for  supx)lies.  One  regiment  will  be  sent  from 
each  corjis  to  the  deiiot  as  a guard,  and  the  senior  officer  will  have  com- 
mand of  the  depot.  As  soon  as  General  Schofield’s  forces  have  occu- 
pied Goldsborough,  Capt.  C.  B.  Reese,  chief  engineer,  will  lay  the 
pontoons  over  the  river,  and  with  a view  to  that  purpose  will  have  the 
line  of  the  river  reconnoitered  to-day.  As  soon  as  the  wagons  of  the 
Left  Wing  have  passed  to  our  right  rear,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
Right  Wing  to  take  roads  south  of  the  one  by  Cox’s  Bridge.  The  roads 
leading  from  the  center  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  where  the  guide 
board  reads,  ‘‘Twenty  miles  to  Goldsborough,”  will  be  put  in  repair  by 
the  pioneers  of  that  corps.  Captain  Reese  will  have  all  the  routes  from 
this  point  to  the  depot  reconnoitered  to-day,  and  will  advise  corps  com- 
manders. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Mill  Creek.,  March  21,  1865, 

Major  Gillette, 

Frovost- Marshal,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Have  you  any  information  this  evening,  received  from  prisoners  or 
deserters,  difierent  from  what  has  been  previously  received?  H so, 
send  it  in  brief. 

Yours,  &c., 

JAMES  WILSON, 

Colonel  and  Provost-Marshal- General,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Provost- Mar shaUs  Ojjice,  March  21,  1865. 
No  information  has  been  received  to  day  of  importance.  Several 
prisoners  have  been  caiiLured,  but  they  seem  to  know  little  relative  to 
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the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Those  captured  were  in  front  of  the 
First  Division,  and  belong  to  Hoke’s  command.  Tliey  state  that  last 
night  troops  were  moving  to  their  left,  and  that  their  command  was 
ordered  to  move,  but  they  knew  not  where.  The  order,  however,  was 
countermanded  during  the  night.  They  state  that  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  army  was  on  this  side  of  the  river  this  morning.  Their  opinion  is 
that  the  enemy  intends  crossing  the  river. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  C.  GILLETTE, 

Major  and  Provost-Marshaly  Fiftee^ith  Army  Corps. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field^  March  21  j 1865. 

[General  J.  A.  Logan:] 

General  : Your  trains  are  in  park  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  road, 
where  General  Woods  left  them  last  night.  I reported  them  to  the 
officer  in  command  of  the  brigade  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  this 
morning,  or  rather,  to  one  of  his  staff  officers  at  his  headquarters. 
This  brigade  is  now  gone,  and  so  has  the  commanding  officer,  and  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  trains  are  moving.  Nothing  has  been  said  to  me 
about  moving  our  trains,  and  I am  informed  that  Colonel  Montgomery 
says  he  has  received  no  orders  to  guard  our  trains.  In  this  state  of 
the  case  I will  take  the  responsibility  of  moving  up  our  trains  as  soon 
as  I can  get  the  road  to  some  point  near  the  troops.  General  Terry  is 
now  passing  with  a column  about  two  miles  to  our  right.  I understand 
there  are  two  division  trains  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps  about  four  or 
live  miles  in  our  rear,  but  I don’t  know  where  they  are.  There  are  no 
troops  left  with  us,  except  the  few  train  guards.  I do  not  apprehend 
the  least  danger  here,  but  shall  follow  up  unless  I get  other  orders. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

G.  L.  FOET, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 

P.  S. — We  are  now  about  live  miles  in  the  rear  of  where  your  head- 
quarters were  night  before  last. 

FOET. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

l7i  the  Field.  March  21^  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
and  orders.  The  last  division  train  all  came  into  camp  last  night  at  8 
p.  in.,  and  to-day  we  lay  in  camp  with  the  trains  all  in  park,  and  are 
collecting  forage,  repairing  wagons,  harness,  tS:c.  The  roads  yesterday 
were  as  bad  as  I ever  saw,  but  the  mules  are  getting  rest  to-day  and 
will  be  liesh.  I will  have  every  wagon  ein])tied  that  can  be  and  sent 
for  supplies  as  soon  as  a guard  or  the  orders  come  to  move.  I suppose 
it  will  require  but  a small  train  guard.  There  are  a number  of  empty 
wagons  with  the  troops  sent  forward  with  supplies,  and  some  others 
were  loaned  to  regiments  for  foraging  iniriioses.  These,  I think,  should 
be  sent  back  at  once,  so  that  they  may  be  loaded  with  supplies  at  Kins- 
ton, if  there  are  sufficient  for  us.  I will  send  a quartermaster  specially 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 


933 


to  secure  all  tlieclotliiug  aucl  stores  he  can  for  our  corps.  Colonel  Car- 
penter went  to  the  front  this  morning  with  supplies,  and  he  can  bring 
back  all  the  empty  wagons. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FORT, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Mill  Creehj  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

INIaj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  general  understood  that  there  were  two  regiments 
besides  General  Woods’  brigade  with  the  train,  and  the  order  was  to 
bring  forward  General  Woods’  brigade  only.  General  Blair  had  with- 
drawn the  brigade,  understanding  that  but  one  regiment  would  remain 
at  the  temporary  depot,  and  that  the  rest  be  brought  forward  at  once, 
so  that  there  was  but  one  organized  regiment  there  at  best.  It  was 
understood  also  from  Major  Woodhull  that  there  were  two  regiments 
with  the  train.  The  general  wishes  that  the  regiment  intended  as  a 
guard  for  the  temporary  depot  be  sent  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
a.  m.,  and  that  your  prisoners  be  sent  with  it  if  they  can  be  got  ready. 
Captain  Gilbreth  was  sent  back  this  a.  m.,  with  orders  to  take  all 
trains  to  Everettsville,  using  the  engineer  regiment  and  all  detach- 
ments as  a guard. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creeh,  F.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

[General  Woods:] 

General  : 1 am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  you 
to  strengthen  your  position  and  intrench  your  skirmish  line  during  the 
night,  and  in  the  morning  feel  forward  with  your  skirmishers  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any  change  has  been  made  in  the  rebel  line.  Please  report 
any  change  you  may  at  any  time  discover,  and  the  result  of  the 
advance  of  your  skirmish  line  ordered  for  the  morning. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAX.  WOODHULL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Same  to  Generals  Hazen  and  Corse.)  ' 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjuta^it- Genera  I,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Ma.tor:  I respectfully  report  that  ui)on  advancing  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers this  morning  the  enemy  were  still  occupying  their  skirmish 
l)its,  and  that  my  ])ickets  report  that  the  enemy  were  working  during 
the  night  building  works. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mill  Creek,  N.  0.,  Mar  eh  21,  1865, 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  my  skirmish  line  was  advanced 
this  morning  as  directed.  The  enemy  has  stubbornly;  resisted  my  skir- 
mishers all  day,  giving  up  their  ground  only  when  well  pressed  by  a very 
heavy  skirmish  line.  My  main  line  I moved  forward  during  the  morn- 
ing a distance  of 250  yards,  establishing  anew  line  on  a ridge  of  ground 
affording  me  a far  better  position.  My  skirmishers  in  advancing  drove 
the  rebels  from  an  intrenched  line  so  that  they  are  thrown  back  on  their 
main  works.  I have  directed  each  brigade  to  put  one  regiment  out  on 
the  line  to-night,  with  instructions  to  intrench  both  advance  and  reserve 
lines  well  before  morning.  I hold  now  all  the  ground  that  I have  taken 
during  the  day.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Woods’  First  Brigade  hav- 
ing reported,  gives  me  my  entire  division;  each  brigade  is  on  the  line 
with  about  one-half  its  regiments  in  the  advance  works.  I will  forward 
a list  of  casualties  as  soon  as  they  can  be  obtained  from  the  brigades. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  E.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bennettsville  [Bentonville],  N.  C.,  March  21, 1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  was  brought  from  the 
left  of  the  army  and  reported  to  its  proper  corps  commander  at  about 
11  a.  m.  to-day,  and  two  brigades  put  in  line  about  250  yards  in  front 
of  the  enemy,  connecting  with  the  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
on  the  right,  and  endeavoring  to  do  so  with  that  of  General  Morgan, 
Fourteenth  Corps,  on  the  left,  but  that  corps  being  some  500  yards 
more  distant  from  the  enemy  than  the  Fifteenth,  it  was  found  imprac- 
ticable to  connect  with  it,  and  my  reserve  brigade  was  massed  just  to 
the  right  and  in  rear  of  the  interval  between  them.  The  troops  were’ 
to-day  intrenched,  and  the  skirmish  line  constantly  engaged.  There 
were  to-day  3 killed  and  20  wounded. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Mill  Creek,  N.  (7.,  March  21,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  this  command  during  the  day:  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  suitable 
ground  the  First  Brigade  was  moved  to  a position  on  the  lower  Golds- 
boroiigh  road,  and  is  now  encamped  u])on  both  sides  of  the  road,  about 
500  yards  from  the  Bentonville  road,  in  column  by  regiments,  fronting 
east,  the  remainder  of  the  division  occupying  the  same  position  as  was 
stated  in  last  report.  These  headquarters  are  on  the  east  side  ot  and 
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about  100  yards  from  the  Bentonville  road,  immediately  iu  front  of  the 
left  of  the  Second  Brigade.  The  division  has  been  held  in  reserve  dur- 
ing the  day,  and  under  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a moment’s 
notice. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field^  near  Bentonville^  A.  0.,  March  21^  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  made  some  changes 
in  the  position  of  my  troops  during  the  day,  although  there  are  two  bri- 
gades confronting  the  enemy  as  before,  but  more  advanced  with  the  right 
of  the  line  (one  brigade)  thrown  forward  at  an  angle  of  35  degrees  upon 
the  left  brigade.  At  3 p.  m.,  with  a re  enforced  skirmish  line,  I assaulted 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers  and  drove  them  from  their  rifle-pits,  but  failed 
to  hold  them  in  consequence  of  the  left  being  exjmsed  to  a flank  fire 
from  the  left,  the  brigade  holding  General  Woods’  right  not  supporting 
the  movement,  and  the  enemy’s  pits  on  the  right  of  my  line  being  in 
such  close  proximity  to  the  main  works  as  to  expose  the  men  to  a mur- 
derous fire  therefrom.  I have  four  pieces  of  artillery  in  position  in  my 
advanced  works,  and  used  them  to  very  good  advantage  during  the 
afternoon  and  evening.  The  casualties  during  the  day,  I think,  will 
not  exceed  forty  men. 

T am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  CORSE, 

Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

March  21,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  there  is  a bridge  over  Mill  Creek,  about  four  miles  below  here, 
which  is  not  guarded.  He  wishes  you  to  send  a picket  to  the  point 
immediately.  The  bearer  of  this  wiJl  guide  the  picket  to  the  bridge. 
He  also  wishes,  if  they  are  not  already  out  of  sight,  that  your  trains  be 
parked  sutiiciently  far  to  the  rear  to  be  unseen  by  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Bentonville,  March  21,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Guard  at  Corps  Train  : 

Sir:  The  train  undercharge  of  Colonel  Joel,  chief  quartermaster, 
has  beeTi  ordered  to  move  to  a depot  east  of  the  railroad.  You  will 
move  your  command  with  it,  and  furnish  a regiment  to  Colonel  Joel  as 
guard  to  a train  to  be  sent  to  Kinston. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  W.  Mills, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence.!  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  : Colonel  Joel  lias  been  directed  to  move  his  train  to  a tem- 
porary depot  to  be  established  east  of  the  railroad  and  from  there  to 
send  all  empty  wagons  to  Kinston  for  sugar,  coffee,  hard  bread,  and 
shoes.  You  will  go  with  it  and  procure  the  commissary  supplies.  The 
general  wishes  you  to  have  all  supplies  compactly  loaded  and  sent  to 
the  command  here  at  once.  The  wagons  so  sent  will  be  unloaded  here 
and  sent  to  Kinston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Bentonville^  N.  C.,  March  ^1,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  M.  Joel, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Colonel  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  the 
trains  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  to  Mount  Olive  Depot,  and 
there  await  directions  from  Captain  Steele,  who  has  gone  to  find  the 
location  of  a temiiorary  depot  to  be  established  by  Captain  Keese, 
chief  engineer,  on  the  Keuse  Eiver  east  of  the  railroad.  As  soon  as 
practicable  after  establishing  your  train  at  this  depot  you  will  take  all 
the  empty  wagons  to  Kinston  and  bring  back  sugar,  coffee,  hard  bread, 
and  shoes.  For  this  purpose  wagons  loaded  with  foraged  supplies  and 
surplus  camp  and  garrison  equipage  will  be  unloaded  at  the  depot. 
Captain  Steele  will  be  at  Mount  Olive  this  p.  m.  I have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Mower’s  train  to  move  to  Everettsville  and  the  quartermaster  to 
communicate  with  you  at  Mount  Olive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

[March  21]^  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  General-in-Chief: 

General  : I am  informed  by  Colonel  Poe  that  you  design  swinging 
this  wing  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  Eight.  It  can  be  done,  I think, 
without  difficulty.  I shall,  of  course,  keep  my  x)resent  lines,  with- 
drawing gradually  from  my  extreme  left.  I shall  not  commence  the 
movement  without  further  orders  from  you,  but  shall  be  iirepared  to 
commence  it  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

. H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

the  Field.)  near  Bentonvillej  N.  0.,  March  21,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum,  Commanding  Left  ^Ying : 

General:  General  Sherman  directs  me  to  say  Colonel  Poe  has 
returned  from  your  headquarters  and  that  you  may  commence  the 
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movemeut,  viz,  from  your  left  to  the  left  rear  of  the  Eight  Wing 
to-morrow  morning.  General  Terry  has  arrived  at  Cox’s  Bridge  and 
awaits  the  arrival  of  your  bridge  train. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oener ah 

p.  s. — The  best  mode  of  drawing  from  your  left  to  the  right  is  to 
let  the  cavalry  relieve  by  a thin  skirmish  line  the  skirmishers  of  the 
left  corps  till  it  has  gained  its  new  position,  when  it,  too,  can  with- 
draw. So  instruct  General  Kilpatrick. 

SHERMAN. 


March  21,  1865—3.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  A deserter  from  Cheatham’s  command  has  just  come 
into  our  lines.  He  says  Hoke,  Cheatham,  Lee,  Stewart,  and  Hardee 
are  there,  Hoke  on  their  left  and  Hardee  on  their  right.  He  says  two 
divisions  from  Lee’s  army  have  just  arrived.  Came  last  evening  and 
this  morning.  He  states  that  they  have  a strong  line  of  works  about 
half  a mile  the  other  side  of  the  creek.  He  is  intelligent  and  I am 
disposed  to  believe  him. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 

Major-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  ) In  the  Fieldy  M.  (7.,  Mareh  21,  1865. 

I.  Corps  commanders  will  at  once  remove  all  sick  and  wounded  to  a 
camp  near  the  point  at  which  the  road  from  Cox’s  Bridge  to  Everetts- 
ville  crosses  the  road  from  Goldsborough  to  Dead  Eields.  A tem^iorary 
hospital  will  be  established  at  that  point.  Every  spare  wagon  will  be 
at  once  sent  to  Kinston  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  supplies  of  sub- 
sistence and  forage. 

II.  Each  corps  commander  will  establish  a temporary  depot  near  the 
temporary  hospital  above-mentioned,  where  baggage  will  be  left  while 
the  wagons  are  hauling  supplies.  All  prisoners  will  be  at  once  sent  to 
that  point  under  a suitable  guard. 

III.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  commanding  imntoniers,  will  remove 
the  pontoon  bridge  train  to  Cox’s  Bridge  and  report  to  Major-General 
Terry. 

*-***•*#* 

V.  First  Lieut.  William  Ludlow  is  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  engi- 
neer on  the  staff  of  the  major-general  commanding  and  will  report  to 
Col.  O.  M.  Poe,  chief  engineer,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Slocum  : 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Gejieral. 
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Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Fields  N.  (7.,  March  21  ^ 1865. 

General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  hold 
your  corps  ready  to  take  the  offensive.  He  has  just  been  informed  by 
the  general-in-chief  that  a general  engagement  this  afternoon  is  not 
improbable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Fieldy  N.  (7.,  March  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  the  Twentieth  Corps  will  be  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  Eight  Wing 
to-morrow.  Your  corps  will  probably  follow  the  next  day.  He  wishes 
you  to  conform  to  the  position,  as  your  corps  will  be  on  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Davis, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Corps: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  you 
need  not  make  any  change  in  the  position  of  your  troops  at  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DEOHEET, 

Acting  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  Bentonville,  V.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 
Division  commanders  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  take 
the  offensive.  The  general-in-chief  deems  a general  engagement  this 
afternoon  not  improbable. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Jef.  C.  Davis  : 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


P.  S. — General  Davis  does  not  think  this  need  interfere  with  General 
Morgan’s  execution  of  his  last  orders. 

Eespectfully, 


A.  C.  McCLUEG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field.,  March  21^  1865 — 8.40  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McCluro, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps : 

Colonel:  I have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate  this  morn- 
ing. The  enemy  still  behind  their  works  in  our  front.  A division  of 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  has  taken  up  position  on  the  right  of  the  First 
Brigade.  At  9 p.  m.  last  evening  General  Mitchell  informed  me  that  a 
brigade  of  General  Baird’s  moved  from  his  left,  withdrawing  their 
skirmish  line.  The  Third  Brigade  of  my  division  (held  in  reserve)  was 
at  once  ordered  to  the  position  thus  vacated,  which  they  now  hold. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOEGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  General  Davis  has  just  returned  from  riding  the  lines. 
He  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  considers  Colonel  Langley’s 
brigade  entirely  exposed  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy  at  any  time  they 
may  choose  to  make  it.  He  directs  you  to  withdraw  your  left  and  con- 
nect it  with  General  Cariin’s  line  (uncovering  the  latter),  strengthen 
your  right,  and  mass  the  remainder  of  your  unoccupied  troops  in  your 
rear  on  the  best  ground  you  can  find.  General  Slocum  is  not  going  to 
move  out  the  Twentieth  Corps. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  C.  McCLURG, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

In  the  Field,  N.  C.,  Alar  eh  21, 1865. 

General  Williams, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
your  corps  ready  to  take  the  offensive.  He  has  just  been  informed  by 
the  general-in-chief  that  a general  engagement  this  afternoon  is  not 
improbable.  General  Sherman  has  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  right, 
and  General  Slocum  wishes  you  to  send  a brigade  of  infantry  with  a 
section  of  artillery  in  the  direction  of  Mill  Creek  bridge,  to  reconnoiter 
and  to  press  the  enemy  closely.  General  Kilpatrick  Avill  co-operate  with 
you.  Let  the  brigade  move  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

He  says  you  may  take  two  brigades  if  you  prefer  it. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Fear  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 
All  of  the  wagons  and  pack  trains  and  vehicles  of  every  kind,  except 
the  artillery  now  with  this  corps,  will  move  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow 
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toward  Cox’s  Bridge.  The  One  hundred  and  second  N'ew  York  Vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel  Chatfield  commanding,  is  hereby  detailed 
as  escort  for  these  trains.  Each  division  commander  will  have  all  of 
his  wagons  and  pack  animals  report  to  Colonel  Chatfield  at  5 a.  m.  at 
the  cross-roads  near  these  headquarters.  In  marching  these  trains 
Colonel  Chatfield  will  have  the  pack  trains  precede  the  wagons,  and  he 
will  have  the  ammunition  wagons  follow  the  headquarters  wagons. 
The  infantry  will  be  in  readiness  at  5.30  a.  m.  to  move  at  a moment’s 
notice. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Bentonville,  N.  0.,  March  21.,  1865, 

The  medical  director  of  this  corps  will  at  once  establish  a temporary 
hospital  near  the  intersection  of  the  Cox’s  Bridge  and  Everettsville 
road  with  the  road  from  Goldsborough  to  Dead  Fields,  and  have  all  the 
sick  and  wounded  of  the  command  moved  there.  Captain  Whittelsey 
will  establish  a temporary  depot  near  the  temporary  hospital  above 
mentioned.  He  will  have  the  wagons  unloaded  at  that  point  and  send 
every  available  wagon  to  Kinston  for  supplies  of  subsistence  stores 
and  forage.  Division  commanders  will  send  at  once  all  regimental 
wagons  and  empty  supply  wagons  to  report  to  Captain  Whittelsey  for 
this  duty.  The  baggage  will  be  unloaded  at  the  temporary  depot. 
Colonel  Mindil  will  send  with  the  train  as  guard  to  and  from  Kinston 
two  regiments.  The  balance  of  his  command  will  remain  as  a guard 
for  the  temporary  depot.  Colonel  Mindil  will  assume  the  command  of 
the  whole  camp.  General  Geary  will  detail  one  regiment  to  escort  the 
hospital  and  other  trains  from  this  point  until  they  join  the  train  now 
under  charge  of  Colonel  Mindil,  when  it  will  return  and  report  to  its 
proper  command.  - The  commanding  officer  of  this  regiment  will  report 
at  these  headquarters  at  once  for  instructions.  Lieutenant  Stevens, 
ambulance  officer  of  the  Second  Division,  will  take  charge  of  the  hos- 
pital trains  until  they  reach  the  hospital.  Lieut.  H.  C.  Smith,  One 
hundred  and  fiftieth  Kew  York  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master, will  take  charge  of  the  wagon  train  and  report  with  it  to 
Captain  Whittelsey.  Major  Parks,  provost-marshal,  will  send  with  the 
train  to  the  temporary  depot  all  of  the  prisoners  he  has  in  charge.  On 
their  arrival  at  the  camp  Colonel  Mindil  will  take  charge  of  them  and 
send  them  under  guard  with  the  train  to  Kinston  and  turn  them  over 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  point.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore 
will  move  at  once  with  his  pontoon  train  to  Cox’s  Bridge  and  report  to 
Major-General  Terry. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division, 

Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  March  21,  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mi.ssissippi : 

Ma,jor:  I am  still  upon  the  left,  holding  the  roads  to  the  left  and 
rear.  Everything  is  quiet  this  a.  m.  1 have  not  yet  heard  from  the 
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Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  I am  very  anxious  to  have  it  join 
me,  and  send  a staff  officer  to  see  if  it  can  be  found. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Brevet  Major-General^  Commandmg  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Bentonville,  A.  (7.,  March  21.,  1865, 
Brevet  Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : Your  two  communications  of  this  date  are  received.  The 
Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  is  now  with  General  Terry,  and  until 
the  railroad  is  completed  will  be  required  for  service  between  the  army 
and  Kinston,  and  so  long  as  we  draw  supplies  from  that  point  there 
will  be  greater  need  than  ever  for  foraging  by  the  infantry. 

I am,  general,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  March  21,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : I think  General  Mower  has  got  around  the  flank  toward 
Mill  Creek,  threatening  the  enemy’s  line  of  retreat.  Look  out,  and  in 
case  of  a general  battle  hold  your  cavalry  massed  and  dash  at  infantry 
toward  the  Mill  Creek  bridge  on  the  road  from  Bentonville  to  Smithfleld. 
Yours,  truly. 


W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-  General,  Com7nanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Goldsborough,  March  21,  1865. 

(Received  25th.) 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  City  Point,  Ya.: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I occupied  Goldsborough  this  p.  m. 
Avith  but  slight  opposition.  General  Terry’s  column  from  Wilmington 
was  at  Faison’s  Depot  last  night  and  should  be  near  this  place  to-night. 
General  Sherman’s  left  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  near  Bentonville 
on  Sunday.  The  artillery  firing  was  quite  rapid  during  the  day,  and 
for  a short  time  Monday  morning.  General  Sherman’s  right  (the  Sev- 
enteenth Cor})s)  was  near  Mount  Olive  Sunday  night.  There  has  been 
some  artillery  tiring  during  to-day,  which  indicates  a gradual  approach 
of  General  Sherman’s  army  toAvard  this  place.  All  tliis  being  strictly 
in  accordance  with  General  Sherman’s  plans,  I have  no  doubt  all  is  well. 
I hope  to  have  more  definite  and  later  information  from  General  Sher- 
man very  soon,  and  Avill  forward  it  to  you  witliout  delay.  I find  the 
railroad  bridges  burned,  but  otherwise  the  road  is  not  injured,  and  the 
depot  facilities  here  are  very  tine.  I captured  here  7 cars,  and  General 
Terry  has  captured  2 locomotives  and  2 cars,  Avhich  he  is  noAv  using. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General, 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Goldsborough,  March  21^  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I occupied  Goldshorough 
this  afternoon  with  only  slight  opposition.  Your  cipher  dispatch  of 
Sunday  night  has  just  reached  me,  but  my  cipher  clerk  has  not  yet 
come  up.  I will  have  my  pontoon  bridge  laid  early  in  the  morning, 
and  will  be  ready  to  carry  out  your  orders  as  soon  as  I can  get  your 
dispatch  deciphered.  I infer  from  all  that  I have  heard,  including  the 
sound  of  artillery,  that  your  left  had  a pretty  heavy  fight  on  Sunday, 
and  that  you  were  probably  compelled  to  concentrate  your  army,  but 
that  all  is  well  and  in  accordance  with  your  plans. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  Bentonville^  N.  (7.,  March  21.  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio : 

General:  Captain  Twining  is  here  and  I send  by  him  an  order  that 
you  will  iierceive  looks  to  staying  here  some  days.*  I thought  John- 
ston, having  failed,  as  he  attempted  to  crush  one  of  my  wings,  finding 
he  had  not  succeeded  but  that  I was  present  with  my  whole  force, 
would  withdraw,  but  he  has  not,  and  I must  fight  him  here.  He  is 
twenty  miles  from  Smithfield  with  a bad  road  to  his  rear,  but  his  posi- 
tion is  in  the  swamps,  difficult  of  approach,  and  I don’t  like  to  assail 
his  parapets,  which  are  of  the  old  kind.  As  soon  as  you  get  to  Golds- 
borough  leave  a small  garrison,  break  the  bridge  across  Little  Eiver 
above  the  railroad,  but  use  the  one  near  its  mouth  at  old  Waynes- 
borough  and  advance  to  Millard,  where  you  can  effect  a junction  with 
Terry.  He  need  leave  a very  small  picket  at  Cox’s  Bridge.  Make  up  a 
force  of  about  25,000  men,  leaving  at  Goldsborough  Carter’s  division,  if  as 
I understand,  it  is  composed  of  troops  properly  belonging  to  this  army. 
Let  me  know  the  moment  these  combinations  are  made,  when  we  can 
act.  I would  like  to  have  your  pontoon  bridge  across  Neuse  about 
Jericho,. so  that  our  trains  to  and  from  Kinston  can  use  it.  General 
Howard  will  bridge  at  or  near  Goldsborough  and  General  Slocum  at 
Cox’s.  The  roads  are  now  comparatively  good  and  I want  to  make  the 
most  of  the  good  weather,  but  the  moment  Johnston  gives  ground  I 
propose  to  fall  back  on  Goldsborough  and  await  the  completion  of  our 
railroad  and  re-equipment  of  my  army.  I will  probably  post  you  at 
Kinston,  General  Terry  about  Faison’s,  and  this  army  at  Goldsborough. 
You  will  probably  find  plenty  of  corn,  bacon,  and  corn  meal  in  the 
country  from  Waynesborough  to  Millard.  The  road  near  the  Keuse  is 
also  better  than  the  one  back,  as  it  is  better  drained.  All  the  heads 
of  creeks  in  this  region  are  swamps  and  level  pine  lands  that  afford 
bad  roads.  I expect  you  surely  at  Goldsborough  to-day  and  that  you 
have  at  once  secured  the  bridge  across  Little  Eiver.  I don’t  think  you 
will  find  over  there  anything  but  cavalry.  Hoke  is  to  our  front.  We 
took  xirisoners  from  his  command  yesterday. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-General. 


See  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  33,  p.  930. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldj  near  Bentonviile,  0.,  March  21^  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Ohio : 

Dear  General:  Yours  of  5 p.  m.  20tli  instant  is  just  to  hand  and 
read  by  the  general-in-chief,  who  directs  me  to  say  that  full  instruc- 
tions have  been  forwarded  you  by  Colonel  Twining,  who  left  us  this 
a.  m.  Instructions  have  also  been  sent  General  Terry.  As  yet  to-day 
it  is  comparatively  quiet.  The  enemy  does  not  seem  disposed  to  per- 
sist in  his  attacks.  His  losses  have  been  severe,  while  ours  will  not 
overreach  2,000  total. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


New  Berne,  N.  0.,  Alarch  21,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield: 

I have  just  arrived  from  Beaufort.  Left  Wilmington  last  evening. 
The  boats  had  returned  that  I sent  eighty  miles  up  Northeast  Biver 
with  supplies  for  General  Terry.  He  took  everything  that  he  could 
carry.  I see  everything  is  confusion  at  Beaufort.  Had  I not  better 
return  to  Wilmington  and  move  my  office  to  New  Berne  and  bring  to 
this  point  everything  that  will  be  of  service  here,  after  giving  the 
necessary  instructions  to  my  officers  at  Wilmington?  General  Easton 
desires  me  to  bring  him  400  good  contrabands.  I can  get  them  at 
Wilmington.  I would  like  to  see  you.  Do  you  desire  me  to  come  to 
the  front? 

Eespectfully, 


GEO.  S.  DODGE, 

But.  Brig.  Gen.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Office  Chief  Commissary, 
Morehead  City,  March  21,  1865. 

Col.  J.  W.  Barrioer, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence^ 

Department  of  North  Carolina.,  New  Berne,  N.  C.: 

Colonel:  I am  reliably  informed  that  in  the  surrounding  country 
within  a circuit  of  twenty-five  miles  of  Wilmington  there  exists  a suf- 
ficient quantity  of  beef-cattle  and  sheep  to  subsist  the  troops  in  that 
vicinity  for  a long  time.  Owing  to  the  high  jirice  of  fresh  beef  and  the 
difficulty  in  shipping  cattle,  I would  advise  that  you  cause  foraging 
parties  to  be  sent  frequently  to  i)rocure  them  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
mand at  Wilmington  and  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BECKWITH, 

Col.,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Chief  Com.  of  Sub.,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss. 


[Indorsement.] 

Office  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Department  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  25,  1865. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Campbell,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  with  request, 
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if  the  major  general  coiimianding  approve  the  within,  that  orders  be 
issued  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  District  of  Wilmington  to 
send  out  foraging  parties  and  turn  over  the  cattle,  &c.,  obtained  to 
Capt.  F.  G.  Hentig,  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Wilmington. 

J.  W.  BAKRIGER, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field.,  Goldsborough^  March  21.,  1865. 

Col.  W.  W.  Wright, 

Chief  Engineer,  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 

I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform  you  that 
we  have  occupied  Goldsborough,  and  the  railroad  is  uninjured  except 
as  to  tlie  bridges.  General  Terry  captured  two  locomotives  and  a 
number  of  cars  south  of  the  river.  He  desires  you  will  push  forward 
a section  of  the  construction  corps  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

. Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

Colonel  Savage, 

Commanding  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry : 

Colonel:  The  commanding  general 'directs  that  }ou  send  a com- 
pany of  cavalry  with  the  accompanying  dispatches  to  Kinston,  N.  C., 
with  instructions  to  return  up  the  railroad,  clearing  it  of  any  rebel 
scouts,  and  leaving  it  open  and  safe  for  the  telegraph  construction 
party  to  put  up  the  wires.  He  desires  the  company  to  start  about 
midnight. 

Verv  respectfully, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding  at  Cox's  Bridge : 

General:  I have  just  learned  of  your  arrival  at  Cox’s  Bridge  by 
Major  Graves,  of  your  staff.  I have  no  orders  other  than  those  sent 
you  this  morning.  You  can  do  nothing  north  of  the  Neuse  River  till 
the  pontoon  bridge  reaches  you.  I have  not  heard  by  what  road  Gen- 
eral {Slocum  sent  it,  but  fear  he  sent  it  by  the  back  road  which  will 
come  into  Cox’s  by  way  of  Falling  Creek  Church.  This  rain  will  again 
spoil  our  roads,  and  it  is  vital  to  us  to  get  sui)plies  up.  We  have  pretty 
well  stripped  this  region,  but  I know  there  is  a good  country  north  of 
the  Neuse.  Find  out  as  soon  as  you  can  when  General  Schofield  is  in 
Goldsborough  and  let  me  know.  'I  think  there  is  nothingin  that  quar- 
ter but  cavalry  and  not  much  of  that.  From  the  front  of  infantry  dis- 
played by  the  enemy  Johnston  must  have  here  his  entire  army. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,,  Near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  21^  1865 — 6 p,  m. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Co,v^s  Bridge: 

General  : It  is  manifest  that  we  are  not  to  be  favored  with  weather. 
After  raining  six  weeks  it  has  apparently  set  in  for  another  six  weeks. 
I wish  whilst  waiting  for  the  pontoon  train  you  would  keep  strong 
details  corduroying  the  roads  at  the  low  places,  especially  in  the  bot- 
toms of  Falling  Creek  at  both  bridges,  or  at  tlie  bridges  on  both  roads, 
viz,  the  one  from  Cox^s  to  Goldsborough,  and  the  one  from  Falling 
Creek  School-House  to  Goldsborough.  Better  keep  1,000  men  on  detail 
for  such  work.  We  will  corduroy  back  toward  you,  and  you  toward 
Goldsborough.  Bails  are  pretty  good,  but  ])ine  saplings  ten  inches 
through  the  cut,  split  in  two,  the  flat  side  laid  down,  make  a better 
road.  We  have  had  some  pretty  sharp  skirmishing  all  round  the  line, 
but  nothing  material  either  way.  If  I could  get  the  railroad  done 
to  Goldsborough  I would  be  better  oft‘  than  Johnston,  as  he  has  the 
same  weather  and,  I think,  a wmrse  road  to  his  base  at  Smithfleld — 
both  distances  twenty  miles.  I am  very  anxious  to  hear  ot  General 
Schofield  at  Goldsborough,  and  especially  that  the  railroad  is  done  to 
that  point.  It  should  have  been  completed  before  I got  here. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Near  Cox^s  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty -fifth  Army  Corps: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  requests  that,  as  soon  as 
the  pontoon  bridge  is  completed,  you  will  order  the  brigade  of  your 
command  stationed  at  the  river  to  cross  the  pontoon  and  intrench  on 
the  other  side  so  as  to  form  a strong  bridge-head,  with  both  flanks 
resting  on  the  river  and  the  salient  well  thrown  forward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wilmington,  March  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Terry, 

Commandmg  Provisional  Corps  : 

Sir:  I send  Mr.  Phelps,  master  mechanic,  with  six  carpenters,  six 
machinists,  and  twenty  laborers  u])  to  Magnolia  and  thereabouts,  with 
full  instructions  to  repair  any  and  all  cars  that  he  can  catch,  and  1 
ex})lain  to  him  all  that  you  tell  me  about  the  machine-shop  at  Mag- 
nolia. Wallace,  president  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad, 
tells  me  the  superintendent  did  not  mean  to  send  tools  away  from 
Magnolia  if  he  could  help  it.  The  trouble  is  not  in  finding  mechanics, 
but  the  tools  are  missing.  I am  hunting  up  the  creek  for  some,  giving 
notice  in  the  town,  oflering  employment  to  sucli  as  will  bring  tools,  &c. 
I also  send  Captain  McClure,  of  the  engineers,  to  make  a temporary 
landing  place  at  Northeast.  He  takes  a party.  I send  on  the  same 
steamer  another  load  of  provisions.  If  you  can  keep  the  rebels  off  we 
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can  lielp  you  a great  deal,  even  with  this  bit  of  road.  A new  locomo- 
tive has  come,  but  very  few  men  with  it.  IVe  a good  mind  to  try  and 
take  it  above  Northeast.  Pray  advise  Phelps  about  that.  A great 
pity  those  bridges  cannot  be  built.  If  we  had  axes  and  shovels  we 
could  try  one  of  them  and  much  other  work.  Four  hundred  thousand 
hard-bread  rations  are  at  the  bar;  a portion  are  on  their  way  up.  Six 
thousand  refugees  have  arrived  in  one  column.  This  gives  us  enough 
land  transportation  for  all  local  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  HAWLEY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

P.  S. — Three  thousand  eight  hundred  sick  in  hospital;  deaths,  eight- 
een or  twenty  a day.  Eev.  Mr.  Eaton,  Seventh  Connecticut,  died 
yesterday  of  typhoid  fever.  Dr.  Palmer  died  of  the  same  this  morn- 
ing, both  from  overwork.  Buzzell  is  dangerously  ill.  Sanitary  steamer 
with  a blessed  cargo  arrived  yesterday. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington^  A.  C.,  March  21^  1865. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Cape  Fear  River  and  Harbor: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  one  or  two 
matters  in  which  the  navy  can  assist  me  materially.  Not  being  famil- 
iar with  your  practices,  you  can  advise  as  to  what  can  be  done.  Ves- 
sels regularly  employed  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  army  should 
never  sail  without  written  orders  from  the  chief  quartermaster  here,  or 
at  least  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of  water  transportation.  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  S.  Dodge  is  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department,  and 
Capt.  S.  T.  Lamb  is  in  charge  of  water  transportation  here.  Sutlers’ 
and  traders’  vessels  are  not  required  to  take  papers  from  quartermas- 
ters, but  in  absence  of  custom-house  officers  1 require  my  assistant 
provost-marshals  to  search  all  such  vessels,  and  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  leave  the  port  without  a clearance  from  one  of  them.  Lieut. 
Col.  James  F.  Eandlett  is  my  provost-marshal  for  Wilmington,  assisted 
by  Captain  EdgeiTy.  Now  what  1 would  much  like  is  to  have  your 
guard  ship  hail  all  vessels  going  out  particularly  (you  have  your  own 
instructions  as  to  those  coming  in),  and  see  their  papers.  It  will  not 
do  to  take  their  word.  All  trading  or  sutlers’  vessels  that  have  not  the 
provost-marshal’s  clearance  should  be  seized.  If  they  are  so  seized 
and  reported  to  me  I will  punish  the  masters  severely.  You  know,  of 
course,  that  there  is  a great  temptation  to  steal  here  and  enough  of 
opportunity.  I have  been  anxious  to  call  on  you,  but  I am  driven 
beyond  endurance  by  the  press  of  business.  I hope  soon  to  have  the 
honor  of  calling.  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  keep  a picket  boat  a little 
way  up  the  Cape  Fear,  northwest,  to  examine  people  coming  down  by 
boats?  Except  deserters  coming  from  the  rebels,  escaped  Federal 
prisoners,  and  absolutely  destitute,  starving  citizens,  I wish  nobody  to 
come  to  town  for  the  i)resent.  There  are  (>,000  refugees  on  Point  Peter. 
We  shall  try  to  keep  most  of  them  there  until  they  can  be  shipped  or 
distributed  on  ])hintations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  HAWLEY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Wilminoton, 

Wilmington.  N.  C.,  March  21^  1865. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Colvin,  Comdg.  JJ.  8.  Forces^  Levison  Creek: 

Colonel  : The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  train  of  refugees  Irom  Sherman’s  army  has  arrived  here, 
and  that  as  there  is  no  further  occasion  for  your  command  to  remain 
at  Levison  Creek,  you  will  come  at  once  to  this  city  with  all  your 
command,  reporting  on  your  arrival  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General  i^  bbott, 
commanding  post. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  LEWIS  M(30RE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  1.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  North 
Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  com- 
mand of  this  district,  it  being  the  same  organization,  with  some  addi- 
tions, formerly  under  his  command  and  known  as  the  District  of  North 
Carolina.  All  existing  orders  and  regulations  will  remain  in  force 
until  otherwise  ordered.  The  following  officers  are  announced  as  the 
staff:  Capt.  J.  A.  Judson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  yoluiiteers, 
assistant  adjutant- general  j Capt.  E.  T.  Parkinson,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  U.S.  Volunteers,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  Col.  James 

H.  Strong,  First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volunteers,  acting  assistant 
inspector-general;  Capt.  J.  K.  Wing,  assistant  quartermaster,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  chief  quartermaster;  Capt.  William  L.  Palmer,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  chief  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence; First  Lieut.  C.  T.  Pearce,  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  ordnance 
officer;  First  Lieut.  J.  B.  Bissell,  Fifteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
chief  provost-marshal  and  provost  judge;  First  Lieut.  William  Good- 
rich, jr.,  Fifteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  First  Lieut. 
E.  M.  Ketcham,  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry,  acting  aide-de- 
camp. 

I.  N.  PALMER, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  1.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

I.  The  two  companies  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery  now  in 
New  Berne  will  be  at  once  reported  to  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart,  Third 
New  York  Artillery,  commanding  the  town,  for  iirovost  guard  duty. 

* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer  : 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  22,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman  : 

General:  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  very  welcome  letter  from 
Fayetteville.*  With  the  whole  country  I have  been  watching  in  hope. 


See  March  12,  p.  793. 
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contidence,  and  admiration  your  advance  from  Savannah  toward  the 
final  conquest  of  the  rebellion.  It  will  gratify  me  very  much  to  hear 
from  you  directly  whenever  you  have  time  to  address  me  a line.  My 
earnest  prayer  is  that  Divine  Providence  may  watch  over  you,  shield 
and  protect  you  from  every  danger,  and  crown  you  with  its  choicest 
blessings.  I take  advantage  of  General  Meigs’  visit  to  your  army,  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  to  its  proper  supplies,  to  say  God  speed  you. 

Yours,  truly, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Pointy  Ut.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : Although  the  Kichmond  papers  do  not  communicate  the 
fact,  yet  I saw  enough  in  them  to  satisfy  me  that  you  occupied  Golds- 
borough  on  the  I9th  instant.  I congratulate  you  and  the  army  on  what 
may  be  regarded  as  the  successful  termination  of  the  third  campaign 
since  leaving  the  Tennessee  Eiver  less  than  one  year  ago.  Since  Sheri- 
dan’s very  successful  raid  north  of  the  James  the  enemy  are  left  depend- 
ent on  the  South  Side  and  Danville  roads  for  all  their  supplies.  These  I 
hope  to  cut  next  week.  Sheridan  is  at  White  House  shoeing  up  and  rest- 
ing his  cavalry.  I expect  him  to  finish  by  Friday  night  and  to  start  the 
following  morning  via  Long  Bridge,  New  Market,  Bermuda  Hundred 
and  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  around  Petersburg.  He  will  make 
no  halt  with  the  armies  operating  here,  but  will  be  joined  by  a division 
of  cavalry  5,500  strong  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  pro- 
ceed directly  to  the  South  Side  and  Danville  roads.  His  instructions 
will  be  to  strike  the  South  Side  road  as  near  Petersburg  as  he  can  and 
destroy  it  so  that  it  cannot  be  repaired  for  three  or  four  days,  and 
push  on  to  the  Danville  road  as  near  to  the  Appomattox  as  he  can  get. 
Then  I want  him  to  destroy  the  road  toward  Burkeville  as  far  as  he 
can,  then  push  on  to  the  South  Side  road  west  of  Burkeville  and 
destroy  it  efi’ectually.  From  that  point  I shall  probably  leave  it  to  his 
discretion  either  to  return  to  this  army,  crossing  the  Danville  road 
south  of  Burkeville,  or  go  and  join  you,  passing  between  Danville  and 
Greensborough.  When  this  movement  commences  I shall  move  out  by 
my  left  with  all  the  force  I can,  holding  iiresent  intrenched  lines.  I 
shall  start  with  no  distinct  view  further  than  holding  Lee’s  forces  from 
following  Sheridan,  but  I shall  be  along  myself  and  will  take  advan- 
tage of  anything  that  turns  up.  If  Lee  detaches  I will  attack,  or  if 
he  comes  out  of  his  lines  I will  endeavor  to  repulse  him  and  follow  it 
up  to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  most  difficult  to  understand  what  the 
rebels  intend  to  do.  So  far  but  few  troops  have  been  detached  from 
Lee’s  army.  Much  machinery  has  been  removed  and  material  has  been 
sent  to  Lynchburg,  showing  a disposition  to  go  there.  Points,  too, 
have  been  fortified  on  the  Danville  road.  Lee’s  army  is  much  demor- 
alized and  great  numbers  are  deserting.  Probably  from  returned  pris- 
oners and  such  conscripts  as  can  be  picked  up  his  numbers  may  be 
kei)t  up.  I estimate  Ins  force  now  at  about  65,000  men.  W^ilson 
started  on  Monday  with  12,000  cavalry  from  Eastport.  Ston email 
started  on  the  same  day  from  East  Tennessee  toward  Lynchburg. 
Thomas  is  moving  the  Fourth  Corps  to  Bull’s  Gap.  Canby  is  moving 
with  a formidable  force  on  Mobile  and  the  interior  of  Alabama.  1 
ordered  Gillmore,  as  soon  as  the  fall  of  Gharleston  was  known,  to  hold 
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all  important  posts  on  the  seacoast  and  to  send  to  Wilmington  all  sur- 
plus forces.  Thomas  was  also  directed  to  forward  to  New  Berue  all 
troops  belonging  to  the  corps  with  you.  I understand  this  will  give 
you  about  5,000  men  besides  those  brought  east  by  Meagher.  I have 
been  telegraphing  General  Meigs  to  hasten  up  locomoti  ves  and  cars  for 
you.  General  McCallum,  he  informs  me,  is  attending  to  it.  I fear 
they  are  not  going  forward  as  fast  as  I would  like.  Let  me  know  if 
you  want  more  troops  or  anything  else. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Cox^s  Bridge,,  over  Neuse  River ^ N.  (7., 

March  22,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Commander -in- Chief,  City  Point,  Ya.: 

General  : I wrote  you  from  Fayetteville,  N.  O.,  on  Tuesday,  the  14th 
instant,  that  I was  all  ready  to  start  for  Goldsborough,  to  which  point 
I had  also  ordered  General  Schofield  from  New  Berne,  and  General 
Terry  from  Wilmington.  1 knew  that  General  Joe  Johnston  was 
supreme  in  command  against  me,  and  that  he  would  have  time  to  con- 
centrate a respectable  army  to  oppose  the  last  stage  of  this  march. 
Accordingly  General  Slocum  was  ordered  to  send  his  main  supply  train 
under  escort  of  two  divisions  straight  for  Bentonville,  whilst  he,  with 
his  other  four  divisions  disencumbered  of  all  unnecessary  wagons, 
should  march  toward  Raleigh  by  way  of  threat  as  far  as  Averasborough. 
General  Howard  in  like  manner  sent  his  trains  with  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  well  to  the  right,  and  with  the  four  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps 
took  roads  which  would  enable  [him]  to  come  promptly  to  the  exposed 
left  flank.  We  started  on  the  loth,  but  again  the  rains  set  in,  and  the 
roads,  already  bad  enough,  became  horrible.  On  Thursday,  the  15th 
[IGtliJ,  General  Slocum  found  Hardee’s  army  from  Charleston,  v/hich 
had  retreated  before  us  from  Cheraw,  in  position  across  the  . narrow, 
swampy  neck  between  Cape  Fear  and  North  Rivers,  where  the  road 
branches  off  to  Goldsborough.  There  a pretty  severe  fight  occurred, 
in  which  General  Slocum’s  troops  carried  handsomely  the  advanced  line 
held  by  a South  Carolina  brigade,  commanded  by  a Colonel  Butler.  Its 
commander.  Colonel  Rhett,  of  Fort  Sumter  notoriety,  with  one  of  his 
staff,  had  the  night  b(Tore  been  captured  by  some  of  General  Kilpatrick’s 
scouts  from  his  very  skirmish  line.  Tlie  next  morning  Hardee  was 
found  gone  and  was  pursued  through  and  beyond  Averasborough.  Gen- 
eral Slocum  buried  108  dead  rebels,  and  captured  and  destroyed  3 guns. 
Some  80  wounded  rebels  were  left  in  our  hands,  and  after  dressing 
their  wounds  we  left  them  in  a house  attended  by  a Confederate  officer 
and  four  privates  detailed  out  of  our  prisoners  and  i)aroled  for  the  pur- 
])ose.  We  resumed  the  march  toward  Goldsborough.  I was  with  the 
Left  Winguntil  I supposed  all  danger  Vv  as  passed,  but  when  General  Slo- 
cum’s head  of  column  was  within  four  miles  of  Bentonville,  after  skir- 
misliing  as  usual  with  cavalry,  he  became  aware  that  there  was  infantry 
at  his  front.  He  deployed  a couple  of  brigades,  which,  on  advancing, 
sustained  a partial  repulse  but  soon  rallied,  and  he  formed  a line  of  the 
two  leading  divisions,  Morgan’s  and  Carlin’s,  of  Jeff*.  C.  Davis’  corps. 
The  enemy  attacked  these  with  violence  but  was  repulsed.  This  was 
in  the  forenoon  of  Sunday,  the  19th.  General  Slocum  brought  forward 
the  two  divisions  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  hastily  disposed  of  them 
for  defense,  and  General  Kilpatrick  massed  his  cavalry  on  the  left. 
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General  Joe  Johnston  had  the  night  before  marched  his  whole  army, 
Bragg,  Gheatham,  S.  D.  Lee,  Hardee,  and  all  the  troops  he  had  drawn 
from  every  quarter,  determined,  as  he  told  his  men,  to  crush  one  of  our 
corps  and  then  defeat  us  in  detail.  He  attacked  Slocum  in  position 
from  3 p.  m.  of  the  19th  till  dark,  but  was  everywhere  repulsed  and 
lost  fearfully.  At  the  time  I was  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  marching- 
on  a road  more  to  the  right,  but  on  hearing  of  Slocum’s  danger  directed 
that  corps  toward  Cox’s  Bridge  and  that  night  brought  Blair’s  corps 
over,  and  on  the  20th  marched  rapidly  on  Johnston’s  flank  and  rear. 
We  struck  him  about  noon  and  forced  him  to  assume  the  defensive  and 
to  fortify.  Yesterday  we  pushed  him  hard,  and  came  very  near  crush- 
ing liim,  the  right  division  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Mower’s,  having 
broken  in  to  within  100  yards  of  where  Johnston  himself  was,  at  the 
bridge  across  Mill  Creek.  Last  night  he  retreated,  leaving  us  in  pos- 
session of  the  field,  dead  and  wounded.  We  have  over  2,000  prisoners 
from  this  affair  and  the  one  at  Averasborough,  and  am  satisfied  that 
Johnston’s  army  was  so  roughly  handled  yesterday  that  we  could  march 
right  on  to  Raleigh,  but  we  have  now  been  out  six  weeks,  living  pre- 
cariously upon  the  collections  of  our  foragers,  our  men  ‘‘  dirty,  ragged, 
and  saucy,”  and  we  mustiest  and  fix  up  a little,  Our  entire  losses  thus 
far,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  will  be  covered  by  2,500,  a great 
part  of  which  are,  as  usual,  slight  wounds.  The  enemy  has  lost  more 
than  double  as  many,  and  we  have  in  prisoners  alone  full  2,000.  I lim- 
ited the  pursuit  this  morning  to  Mill  Creek,  and  will  forthwith  march 
the  army  to  Goldsborough  to  rest,  reclothe,  and  get  some  rations. 
Our  combinations  Avere  such  that  Schofield  entered  Goldsborough  from 
New  Berne,  Terry  got  Cox’s  Bridge  with  pontoons  laid  and  a brigade 
across  intrenched,  and  we  whipped  Joe  Johnston,  all  on  the  same  day. 

After  riding  over  the  field  of  battle  to-day  near  Bentonville,  and 
making  the  necessary  orders,  I have  ridden  down  to  this  place,  Cox’s 
Bridge,  to  see  General  Terry,  and  to-morrow  shall  ride  into  Golds- 
borough. I propose  to  collect  there  my  army  proper  j shall  put  General 
Terry  about  Faison’s  Depot  and  General  Schofield  about  Kinston,  lAartly 
to  ])rotect  the  road,  but  more  to  collect  such  food  and  forage  as  the 
country  affords,  until  the  railroads  are  repaired  leading  into  Golds- 
borough. 1 fear  these  have  not  been  pushed  with  the  vigor  I expected, 
but  I will  soon  have  them  both  going.  I shall  proceed  forthwith  to 
reorganize  the  three  armies  into  bodies  of  25,000  men  each,  and  will 
try  and  be  all  ready  to  march  to  Raleigh  or  Weldon,  as  we  may  deter- 
mine, by  or  before  April  10.  I inclose  you  a copy  of  my  orders  of 
to-day.*  I would  like  to  be  more  specific  but  have  not  the  data.  We 
have  lost  no  general  officers  or  no  organization.  Slocum  took  three 
guns  at  Averasborough,  and  lost  three  at  the  first  dash  on  him  at  Ben- 
tonville. We  have  all  of  our  wagons  and  trains  in  good  order. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865, 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding : 

General:  1 continued  down  the  river  from  Cox’s  Bridge  on  the 
south  side,  and  find  that  there  are  two  additional  pontoon  bridges  over 
the  Neuse,  one  at  the  Neck,  and  one  at  the  county  bridge.”  Another 

See  Siiecial  Field  Order.s,  No.  35,  Part  I,  p.  44. 
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will  be  finished  in  an  hour.  It  will  be  at  the  railroad  bridge.  I have 
sent  Major  Blake  ['?],  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  to  try 
to  reach  Cox’s  Bridge  via  Millard,  and  as  soon  as  General  Schofield 
returns  will  deliver  your  message.  Colonel  Wright,  I am  informed,  is 
at  New  Berne,  and  I will  telegraph  to  him  your  instructions,  but  will 
not  go  there  myself  unless  I am  directed  to  do  so.  I think  Major 
Blake  [?]  will  not  get  through  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  as  the 
enemy’s  pickets  are  reported  beyond  Little  Eiver.  General  Schofield 
has  just  returned,  and  will  write  you  by  the  same  messenger  that  carries 
this. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  POE, 

Brevet  Colonel^  (fic. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

March  22,  1865. 

W.  W.  Wright,  Chief  Engineer  Military  Railroads: 

General  Sherman  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  is  very  anxious  to 
have  the  railroad  finished  to  Goldsborough  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to 
that  end  he  wishes  you  to  work  day  and  night,  authorizing  you  to  pay 
any  price  that  will  further  the  work,  and  to  impress  citizens  or  anybody 
or  anything  else.  He  wished  me  to  see  you  in  person,  but  I can’t  go 
down  to  where  you  are  at  present. 

O.  M.  POE, 

Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Eield,  Cox’s  Bridge,  W.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  Beckwith,  New  Berne: 

General:  We  whipped  Johnston  yesterday  at  Bentonville.  The 
army  will  march  for  Goldsborough.  Be  prepared  to  feed  this  army, 
60,000,  at  Goldsborough;  General  Schofield’s  20,000  at  Kinston;  Gen- 
eral Terry’s  10,000  at  Faison’s  Depot,  and  General  Kilpatrick’s  5,000  at 
Mount  Olive  Station.  The  two  former  will  draw  up  by  the  New  Berne 
road,  and  the  two  latter  by  the  Wilmington  road.  Show  this  to  Gen- 
eral Easton.  I will  be  at  Goldsborough  to-morrow,  and  will  advise  you 
more  fully. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Washington,  March  22, 1865. 

Frederick  Leach, 

Military  Railroad  Agent,  No.  29  Nassau  Street,  New  York: 
Eeport  at  once  the  number  of  locomotives  and  cars  sent  to  North 
Carolina.  If  practicable,  let  cars  be  taken  to  pieces,  and  running  gear 
and  platforms  only  shipped  for  the  i)resent.  Every  minute  is  of  the 
utmost  value.  Answer. 

D.  C.  McCALLUM, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  aiid  General  Manager. 


[March  22,  1865. — For  Sherman’s  congratulatory  order,  see  Special 
Field  Orders,  No.  35,  Part  I,  p.  44.] 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Mill  Greelc,  N,  0.,  March  22^  1865 — 6 a.  m. 
Major-General  Sherman: 

General:  General  Blair  reports  that  the  eiieniy  have  left  his  front, 
and  prisoners  rei)ort  have  fallen  back  about  two  miles. 

Respectfully, 

O,  O.  HOWARD, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Bentonville,  N.  (7.,  March  22,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing : 

General:  General  Schofield  reports  from  Goldsborough,  which  he 
occupied  with  little  opposition,  so  that  our  campaign  is  an  eminent  suc- 
cess. Let  Slocum  have  the  roads  to  day,  and  to-morrow  move  at  your 
leisure  to  your  new  iiosition  on  the  right  of  Goldsborough,  facing  north, 
first  south  of  the  Neuse  and  next  north.  I will  promise  that  no  pains  or 
efforts  on  my  part  shall  be  spared  to  supply  your  command  in  the  most 
thorough  manner  before  calling  on  them  for  new  efforts. 

Yours,  truly. 


W.  T.  SHERMA^^, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Cox^s  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 
Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Sherman  to  inform  you  that  he 
will  go  into  Goldsborough  to-morrow  morning  by  the  road  south  of 
Neuse  River.  Major-(feneral  Slocum  will  cross  the  Neuse  River  at  this 
point,  thus  giving  you  a clear  road  to  Goldsborough,  to  which  place  you 
will  move  your  command  and  occupy  the  section  of  ground  covering 
Goldsborough  from  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad,  on  the  north 
around  to  your  right,  and  to  the  Keuse  River  on  the  east.  Major-General 
Slocum  will  with  his  command  connect  with  you  outlie  north  of  Golds- 
borough, and  extend  from  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad  around 
to  his  left  to  Little  and  Neuse  Rivers  on  the  w^est.  There  are  two  bridges 
here  and  General  Schofield  has  three  at  Goldsborough. 

I am,  general,  with  respect,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTOl^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  i Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  08.  ) Mill  Creel',  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding, 
will  move  to-morrow  by  the  most  direct  road  to  Grantham’s  house,  near 
Falling  Creek  Church.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  F. 
Blair  commanding,  will  move  to-morrow  to  the  sciiool  house  near  Falling 
Creek,  either  by  the  same  route  followed  by  the  Left  Wing  to-day  or 


Chap.  LIX.] 


953 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION. 

by  some  country  roads,  avoiding  that  taken  by  the  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps.  In  case  the  Left  Wing  should  use  the  river  road  after  passing 
Cox’s  Bridge  General  Logan  will  cross  Falling  Creek  near  Grantham’s 
house,  and  will  see  that  the  crossing  at  that  point  is  put  in  repair. 
These  headquarters  will  move  with  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  and 
be  established  to-morrow  at  the  school-house  near  Falling  Creek. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  A" AN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

March  21  {22^,  1865. 

Captain  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Deimrtment  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  daylight  we  took 
possession  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  works  in  our  front  and  are  now  push- 
ing skirmishers  forward.  The  rebels  are  retreating  down  this  road  in 
direction  of  the  river. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Mill  CreeJCy  N C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I am  very  anxious  to  know  whether  the  enemy  is  making 
for  Smithneld,  or  attempting  to  cross  the  river  in  order  to  go  after 
Schofield.  In  case  the  enemy  makes  a bridge-head  at  Mill  Creek  have 
all  your  artillery  brought  forward  and  brought  to  bear  on  it.  What  do 
the  prisoners  say"^ 

V ery  respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWABD, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Mill  Creeh,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  the  pontoon  bridge  is  now  being  put  down  over  the  Neuse  River, 
just  below  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Bailroad.  As  soon  as  we  arrive 
there  what  is  known  as  the  temporary  depot  will  be  broken  up,  and 
everything  moved  over  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  to  General  Blair.) 
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Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creekj  N.  (7.,  March  22^  1865. 

Oapt.  A.  M.  Yan  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 
Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  inquire  at  what  hour  I shall  burn  the 
bridge  across  Mill  Creek  and  withdraw  General  Woods’  division  pre 
paratory  to  the  movement  from  this  point. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Near  Mill  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 

Commayiding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  general  to  say,  in  answer  to  your 
note,  that  General  Woods’  division  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time, 
leaving  a strong  picket  at  the  bridge,  which  you  may  burn  toward 
morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  YAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Falling  Creek,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : I received  last  night  from  General  Howard  an  order  to  move 
the  trains  this  morning  to  Everettsville,  and  am  pulling  out  early  this 
morning.  The  roads  are  said  to  be  bad.  A brigade  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Army  Corps  are  here  and  will  be  in  our  rear.  I apprehend  no 
danger.  No  train  has  been  started  for  Kinston  yet,  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  no  guard  for  it,  and  then  Colonel  Carpenter  has  not  yet 
arrived  with  the  empty  wagons  from  the  front.  Everettsville  will  be 
on  the  way,  however,  and  the  empty  part  of  the  train  can  keep 
directly  on. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  L.  FOET, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Mill  Creek,  N C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  my  skirmishers  were  thrown  for- 
ward  a short  time  before  daylight  this  a.  m.,  and  that  they  soon  ascer- 
tained the  enemy  had  withdrawn,  as  shown  in  my  note  this  morning. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Catterson  commanding,  was,  by  direc- 
tion of  Major-General  Logan,  very  shortly  afterward  started  out  toward 
Bentonville  on  the  Smithfield  road,  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the 
movements  of  the  rebels.  Passing  beyond  Mill  Creek  at  Bentonville, 
Colonel  Catterson  soon  met  with  the  rear  guard  of  the  rebel  column 
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and  at  once  began  skirmishing,  continuing  as  far  as  Hannah’s  Creek, 
where  he  destroyed  the  bridge,  and  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
returned  to  Bentonville.  In  the  meantime,  in  obedience  to  directions 
received  from  the  major-general  commanding,  I had  moved  the  balance 
of  my  division  up  to  this  place,  and  I at  once  placed  Colonel  Catterson 
in  position  on  this  bank  of  Mill  Creek,  covering  both  the  upper  and 
lower  bridges,  holding  the  balance  of  my  division  in  reserve.  In  com- 
pliance with  your  communication  received  this  afternoon,  I moved  the 
remainder  of  the  division  back  to  the  works  occupied  last  night,  leav- 
ing Bentonville  at  6 p.  m.  Colonel  Catterson  remains  with  his  brigade 
to  destroy  the  bridge,  and  will  not  return  to  the  division  until  4 a.  m. 
to  morrow.  He  had  already  cut  away  the  lower  bridge. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Granthamh  House,  A.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral : 

I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  1 m. 
to-day,  marching  to  this  point,  which  was  reached  at  about  6 p.  m. 
Distance,  eight  miles  and  a half. 

I am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Mill  Creeh,  A.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Ma.ior:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  has  remained 
in  camp  during  the  day,  in  same  positions  as  mentioned  in  report  of 
yesterday,  the  21st  instant. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Field,  near  Mill  Greelc,  A.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  and  movements  of  my  command  this  instant:  Near  the  hour 
of  3 a.  m.  the  skirmishers  of  my  division  front  entered  the  works  of 
the  enemy  and  pushed  forward  to  the  bridge  across  Hannah’s  Creek, 
meeting  with  but  little  resistance  and  picking  up  a number  of*  x)rison- 
ers,  a list  of  which  will  be  forwarded  through  the  i^rovost-marshal’s 
department.  One  brigade  was  moved  into  the  abandoned  works  of 
the  enemy  as  a support  to  the  line  of  skirmishers,  which  had  gone 
forward,  which  position  it  now  occupies.  In  compliance  with  instruc- 
tions, one  brigade  and  my  pioneer  corps,  were  sent  out  for  repairs  upon 
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the  road  to  be  pursued  by  the  corps  on  the  23d  instant.  This  work  is 
reported  to  have  been  accomplished  thoroughly,  and  the  connecting 
road  between  the  Bentonville  and  the  road  running  nearly  parallel 
therewith  and  to  the  right  is  now  in  condition  to  pass  the  trains  of 
the  corps. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  COKSE, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Special  ')  Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Field  Orders,  > Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  49.  ) In  the  Fields  near  Mill  Creeh,  F.  (7.,  March  22, 1865. 

1.  The  troops  composing  this  division  will  break  camp  at  6 a.  m. 
to-morrow,  the  23d  instant,  moving  upon  Grantham’s  house,  near 
Falling  Creek  Church.  The  order  of  brigades  as  follows:  First,  Sec- 
ond, Third.  Two  regiments  will  move  in  advance  and  two  in  rear  of 
trains,  the  remainder  of  the  troops  moving  by  the  side  of  trains. 
Trains  in  same  order  as  heretofore,  well  closed  up.  Brigade  trains  in 
the  order  of  their  respective  brigades. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse: 

L.  H.  EVERTS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  73.  ( Near  Bentonville^  N.  67,  March  22,  1865. 

*#*##** 

HI.  This  command  will  move  to-morrow  by  the  river  road  to  Falling 
Creek.  Major-General  Moavct,  commanding  First  Division,  will  have 
the  advance  and  will  move  at  7 a.  m.  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen. 
M.  F.  Force  commanding,  will  follow  the  First  Division.  The  Fourth 
Division,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith  commanding,  will  follow  the 
Third  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry  will  act  as  rear 
guard. 

* * **«:-** 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

C.  CADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Mill  Creel' y N.  6.,  March  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  My  skirmishers  have  just  taken  possession  of  Mill  Creek 
bridge.  ^General  Hardee  left  here  this  morning  just  before  our  skir- 
mishers arrived.  According  to  the  best  information  I can  gather,  he 
Avill  not  make  a fight  on  the  west  side  of  Mill  Creek  unless  he  is  closely 
pursued.  My  line  of  battle  is  within  half  a mile  of  Mill  Creek. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWER, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 


957 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

In  the  Fields  N.  C.,  March  22^  1865. 

Gapt.  C.  Cable,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  division  has  been 
ordered  back  to  camp  by  Major-General  Howard. 

Kesi)ectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  A.  MOWEE, 

Major-General.)  TJ.  S.  Volunteers^  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

March  22^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

General  : Yonr  train  is  reported  three  miles  back  in  caniiD.  The 
officer  in  charge  does  not  know  whether  to  remain  there  or  take  the 
road  when  the  Fourteenth  Corps  gets  ont  of  his  way.  Please  send  him 
such  orders  as  yon  see  proper.  We  move  back  on  that  road  to-morrow. 
Yerv  respectfnllv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

March  22^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commaiiding  Third  Division: 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  yon 
that  yon  may  withdraw  yonr  command  into  camp  and  let  the  men  make 
tliemselves  as  comfortable  as  i)ossible. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Bentonville)  N.  0.,  March  22^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 

Commanding  Third  Division^  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 
General:  Tlie  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  yon 
that  he  desires  yon  to  move  yonr  troops  on  the  left  of  the  train 
to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  CABLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  Georgia, 

No.  29.  \ Cox’s  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

1.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  will  move  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight, 
crossing  the  Nense  River  at  this  point,  and  will  proceed  direct  to 
Goldsborongh  by  the  first  road  north  of  tlie  river.  General  Bavis  will 
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send  forward  a strong  pioneer  party  to  corduroy  the  road  on  each  side 
of  the  Neuse.  The  corps  will  be  encamped  on  the  northwest  side  of 
Goldsborough,  about  a mile  distant  from  the  town. 

II.  The  Twentieth  Corps  will  follow  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  marching 
by  the  same  road.  The  corps  will  for  the  present  be  encamped  near 
the  town,  connecting  with  the  right  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps. 

III.  The  pontoon  train  will  remain  at  this  point  for  the  use  of  Major- 
General  Terry’s  command,  and  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  proceed  to 
Goldsborough  by  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  riv^er. 

lY.  The  First  Michigan  Engineers  will  accompany  the  Fourteenth 
Corps. 

V.  Both  corps  will  encamp  in  regular  order,  two  brigades  of  each 
division  in  front  and  one  in  reserve.  As  soon  as  possible  after  reach- 
ing the  permanent  camp  at  Goldsborough,  the  wagon  trains  will  be 
brought  up  to  the  camps,  and  arrangements  made  for  taking  care  of  the 
sick  and  wounded.  The  reports  of  the  recent  campaign,  together  with 
requisitions  for  all  necessary  supplies  for  another  campaign,  will  be  sent 
in  without  delay. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  Slocum: 

EOBT.  P.  DECHEET,  . 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

3farch  22,  1865. 


Brevet  Major-General  Davis  : 

General:  General  Slocum  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  informed  by 
General  Logan  that  the  enemy  have  left  some  of  your  wmunded  at  the 
bridge  over  Mill  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  MOSELEY, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Logan  has  sent  some  ambulances  there  and  the  general 
wishes  that  you  send  surgeons  and  attendants. 


Special  I Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  A.  C., 

No.  25.  ) March  22,  1865. 

General  Morgan  will  move  his  division,  with  all  his  trains,  immedi- 
ateljq  upon  the  direct  road  running  through  his  lines,  for  Cox’s  Bridge. 
General  Carlin  will  follow  General  Morgan,  and  General  Baird  will 
follow  General  Carlin.  Corps  headquarters,  and  the  reserve  artillery, 
will  move  with  General  Morgan. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Special  ^ Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Field  Orders,  > Neuse  River,  near  Cox’s  Bridge, 

No.  26.  ) March  22,  1865. 

General  Baird  will  march  to-morrow  at  daylight,  and  crossing  the 
pontoon  bridge  near  this  point,  will  take  the  direct  road  through  Golds- 
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borough  and  encamp  beyond  on  ground  to  be  designated  to  him.  Gen- 
eral Carlin  will  follow  General  Baird  and  will  camp  as  above.  General 
Morgan  will  follow  General  Carlin  and  will  camp  as  above.  Major 
Houghtaling  will  report  to  General  Carlin  and  move  under  his  direc- 
tion. Left  Wing  headquarters  will  be  admitted  into  the  column  at 
such  point  as  may  be  selected.  Corps  headquarters  will  move  with 
General  Carlin.  In  moving  through  Goldsborough  each  division  will 
be  closed  compactly,  and  march  with  colors  tiying  and  bands  playing. 
By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis: 

A.  C.  McCLUEG, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Falling  Creeh,  A.  0.,  March  22^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W^.  Slocum, 

Commanding  Left  Wing: 

General:  I have  reached  this  point  with  my  entire  command.  I 
could  have  moved  a portion  of  my  command  farther,  but  found  the 
road  occupied  by  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps.  They  have 
passed  and  are  out  of  the  Avay.  I shall  jmsh  on  to  Cox’s  Bridge  at  day- 
light in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S,  WILLIAMS, 

Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Falling  Creeh,  N.  0.,  March  22,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Cox’s  Bridge,  in  the  same 
order  as  to-day,  viz,  Second  Division,  Michigan  Engineers,  Third 
Division,  First  Division.  The  Second  Division  will  start  at  0 a.  m. 
The  other  commands  will  start  in  season  to  keep  well  closed  up  to  the 
rear  of  those  that  precede  them.  The  trains  of  each  division  will  folio av 
its  division,  excepting  the  Second  Division  train,  which  will  follow  the 
Michigan  Engineers,  and  will  be  covered  by  them.  The  trains  of  the 
Michigan  Engineers  will  follow  the  regiment.  General  Jackson  will 
detail  one  regiment  as  a rear  guard.  The  artillery  will  march  in  rear 
of  the  Michigan  Engineers. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Near  Bentonville,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Kilpatrick, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Forces: 

General  : The  enemy  having  retreated  ])recipitately  and  in  disorder 
from  our  front,  and  Ave  not  being  in  a condition  as  to  supplies  to  follow 
up,  Avill  move  on  Goldsborougli,  from  Avhich  ])lace  I liave  nothing  defi- 
nite. General  Terry  reports  that  he  has  crossed  the  Keuse  to  the  north 
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bank,  wLere  be  has  a brigade  intrenched.  From  that  position  I can 
take  Golisborough  without  delay  or  trouble.  I shall  go  there  to-night. 
General  Slocum's  wing  will  also  be  at  or  near  Cox’s,  but  General 
Howard  will  remain  till  morning.  To  morrow  morning,  unless  nothing 
happens  in  the  interval,  move  your  cavalry  slowly  and  in  order  by  a cir- 
cuit to  the  south  to  Mount  Olive  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Golds- 
borough  road,  and  report  to  me  from  there  by  letter.  General  Terry 
on  his  way  up  secured  two  locomotives  and  a few  old  cars,  and  found 
the  road  in  good  order  from  NTortheast  Branch,  near  Wilmington,  to 
Mount  Olive,  so  that  I hope  to  be  able  to  supply  you  food  and  forage 
from  that  quarter,  which  will  relieve  the  New  Berne  road,  which  for 
some  reason  was  more  damaged  by  the  enemy.  Nevertheless  continue, 
as  heretofore,  to  gather  all  tlie  food  and  forage  of  the  country  you  can. 
I daim,  of  course,  tlF  absolute  right  to  all  property  lying  south  of  our 
ro  ite  of  march,  and  Ct^re  not  how  close  jmu  pinch  the  inhabitants,  if  it 
be  done  without  pillage  of  the  mere  household  goods  and  apparel  of 
women.  General  Schofield  reports  this  morning  from  Goldsborough. 
So  our  campaign  is  an  eminent  success. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General j Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Fields  Goldsborough,  March  22,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington^  D.  C. : 

Sir:  I beg  leave  to  renew  the  request  I made  some  time  ago  in  a let- 
ter to  the  Adjutant-General  that  some  of  the  new  regiments  recently 
organized  in  the  Western  States  may  be  assigned  to  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps.  The  terms  of  service  of  some  of  the  old  regiments  have 
already  expired,  and  they  have  been  mustered  out.  Others  will  have 
to  be  mustered  out  soon.  Unless  other  regiments  are  added  the  corps 
will  soon  be  below  the  minimum  organization  in  number  of  regiments. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

Near  a month  ago  I wrote  you  a letter  requesting  that  Maj.  Gen.  J. 
D.  Cox  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Twenty- third  Army  Corps 
and  that  the  remaining  troops  in  this  department  be  organized  into  a 
corps  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry.  Having  received  no 
reply,  1 iiresume  my  letter  did  not  reach  you,  therefore  1 beg  leave  to 
renew  the  re(iuest.  But,  if  it  be  not  deeined  advisable  to  organize  a 
cori)s  for  General  Terry,  I nevertheless  resi)ectfully  re(piest  that  Major- 
General  Cox  may  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Twenty-third 
Corps. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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Goldsborouoh,  N.  0.,  March  23^  1865. 

I approve  this.  I know  that  General  Cox  is  a good  officer,  and 
General  Terry  has  the  best  possible  reputation.  General  Schofield  will 
want  two  corps  organizations  as  quick  as  possible. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN^, 

Major-  General^  Commanding 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  near  Bentonville^  Mareh  22^  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Goldshorough : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  We  whipped 
all  of  Joe  Johnston’s  army  yesterday,  and  he  retreated  in  disorder  in 
the  night.  We  are  in  possession  of  the  field  and  our  skirmishers  are 
after  his  rear  guard  two  miles  north  of  Mill  Greek.  We  are  not  in  con- 
dition as  to  supplies  to  follow  up,  but  will  gradually  draw  back  to  Golds^ 
borough  and  refit.  Push  the  repairs  of  railroad  back  to  New  Berne. 
You  need  not  advance  to  Millard,  but  secure  all  the  bridges  across 
Little  River  and  lay  your  pontoons  across  Neuse  near  the  main  road 
south,  unless  in  the  meantime  you  have  used  it  on  Little  River. 

We  have  many  prisoners  and  I think -we  can  get  along  till  our 
wagons  get  back  from  Kinston.  General  Slocum  will  move  to-day  to 
Cox’s  Bridge,  but  General  Howard  will  remain  till  morning,  and  follow 
to  Goldsborough.  I will  go  to  Cox’s  to-day,  and  if  you  have  gone  to 
Millard,  will  communicate  with  you.  If  this  finds  you  at  Millard 
draw  back  to  the  Little  River  on  the  Goldsborough  side.  I will  not 
move  against  Raleigh  till  we  are  resupplied. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Goldshorough,  Mareh  22, 1865 — 2 p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  this  morning  to 
General  Terry,  informing  him  of  Johnston’s  retreat,  &c.*  You  are,  I 
presume,  by  this  aware  of  my  occuxiation  of  this  place,  as  Colonel  Poe 
informs  me  be  met  my  messenger  at  General  Terry’s.  I also  learn  that 
Terry  lias  secured  his  lodgment  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  I am 
now  in  doubt  whether  you  wish  me  to  move  up  to  Millard,  as  before 
ordered,  but  jiresume  not,  since  Johnston  lias  retreated.  I am  fortify- 
ing my  position  here  and  rebuilding  the  bridge  over  Little  River.  I 
will  be  ready  to  move  at  any  moment,  if  you  so  direct. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 


* See  Sherman  to  Terry,  6.30  a.  m.,  p.  964. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 
Goldshorough,  March  22^  1865 — 3.45  xj.  m. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General:  I have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  10  a.  m.,  and  con- 
gratulate you  most  heartily  upon  your  success.  I find  that  the  dispo- 
sitions I have  made  here  are  in  accordance  v ith  your  wishes.  I will 
do  all  possible  to  hurry  up  the  railroad.  The  last  reports  are  quite 
favorable.  I think  we  may  expect  the  cars  here  in  four  or  five  days  at 
farthest. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field.)  Gox^s  Bridge,  March  22,  1865. 
Major-General  Schofield, 

Co7nmanding  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Goldshorough : 

General  : I send  Major  McCoy  in  with  a letter  for  General  Grant, 
which  I wish  you  to  send  with  dispatch.  I will  come  in  to-morrow  and 
the  troops  will  begin  to  arrive  to-morrow  evening  and  next  day.  I 
propose  to  group  this  army  at  Goldshorough  north  of  the  Neuse  and 
east  of  Little  Eiver — your  present  force  about  Kinston,  and  General 
Terry’s  about  Faison’s.  The  cavalry  will  be  posted  at  Mount  Olive — 
all  this  for  the  sake  of  forage.  I hope  that  the  Wilmington  road  will 
feed  Generals  Kilpatrick  and  Terry. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding.  . 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Goldshorough,  March  22,  1865. 

Major-General  Sherman, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

General  : In  your  letter  of  yesterday  you  speak  of  putting  me  at 
Kinston  and  Terry  at  Faison’s,  while  the  main  army  remains  about 
Goldshorough.  Unless  you  have  special  reasons  for  this  disposition, 
I would  much  prefer  to  have  my  troops  at  the  same  place  while  pre- 
paring for  future  operations.  I have  a good  deal  to  do  to  get  them  in 
proper  shape.  Will  you  please  let  me  see  you  before  the  order  is  made? 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

We  entered  this  place  last  night  with  slight  opposition.  Are  in  com- 
munication with  Sherman  and  Terry.  All  is  lovely. 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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New  Berne,  March  22^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield, 

Qoldshorough : 

The  Neuse  Eiver  bridge  will  be  completed  to-morrow,  as  I informed 
yon  when  at  Kinston.  I will  go  up  to  the  construction  party  to-mor- 
row and  remain  with  them  till  we  get  the  road  completed  to  Golds- 
borough.  I think  I can  get  a section  through  by  rail  as  soon  as  I could 
move  them  by  wagons,  and  I don’t  know  that  I could  get  wagons  for 
that  purpose. 

W.  W.  WRIGHT, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Fields  Goldsborough,  W.  (7.,  March  22^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  take  possession  imme- 
diately of  the  upper  crossing  of  the  Little  River  and  intrench  a bridge- 
head. The  bridge  will  be  reconstructed.  Captain  Twining,  chief  engi- 
neer, will  send  a part  of  the  engineer  battalion  to  assist. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Fields  Goldsborough,  W.  (7.,  March  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps: 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  ask  you  to 
cause  the  bridge  over  Little  River  nearest  to  its  mouth  to  be  recon- 
structed at  once.  General  Terry  is  still  at  Cox’s  Bridge,  and  the  main 
portion  of  General  Sherman’s  army  at  Bentonville. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Goldsborough,  W.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps: 

General  : The  commanding  general  is  informed  that  the  railroad 
depot  at  this  place  has  been  fired,  and  desires  you  to  investigate  the 
matter  and  report  the  causes,  and  the  incendiary,  if  any. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Goldsboroughj  March  22,  1865, 

Maj.  Geu.  J.  D.  Cox, 

Commanding  Provisional  Corps : 

General:  The  uiajor-general  comiiiauding  desires  that  you  make  a 
detail  of  100  men,  in  charge  of  a good  officer,  with  pioneer  tools,  to 
report  to  tlie  officer  in  charge  of  the  pontoon  train  at  the  railroad  bridge. 
I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Goldsborough,  March  22,  1865. 

Col.  James  W.  Savage, 

Commanding  Twelfth  New  Yorh  Cavalry : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  scout  all  the  country 
adjacent  to  the  Kinston  railroad.  Find  that  South  Carolina  cavalry 
and  whip  it.  He  is  assured  there  is  not  enough  force  in  that  country 
to  whip  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WHERRY, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Carter,  &c.  : 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  one 
regiment  of  your  command  to  proceed  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning 
to  the  railroad  bridge  at  Bear  Creek,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the 
crossing  and  getting  out  timber  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge. 
If  you  require  more  axes  than  you  now  have,  Brigadier-General  Hender- 
son, commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Twenty-third  Army 
Corps,  will  turn  over  to  your  quartermaster  two  or  three  dozen  new 
ones. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEO.  COX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  N.  G.,  March  22,  1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  I am  directed  by  the  general-in-chief  to  write  you.  The 
effect  of  the  operations  of  our  skirmishers  yesterday  and  last  night 
has  been  tliat  the  enemy  has  left  his  position  and  retired  toward  or 
beyond  Mill  Creek,  and  we  are  at  this  moment  pursuing  with  skir- 
mishers, but  with  no  intention  of  going  beyond  Mill  Creek.  The  general 
desires  you  to  use  all  possible  expedition  in  effecting  a crossing  at 
Cox's  Bridge  over  Neuse,  getting  the  bridge  down  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable moment.  If  the  bridge  train  has  not  reached  you,  he  wishes 
that  you  send  couriers  to  it  to  hurry  up.  Communicate  these  facts 
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to  Major-General  Schofield,  and  that  General  Sherman  expects  him  to 
occupy  Goldsborough  at  once.  Johnston  may  attempt  sending  a force 
there  from  Smithfield,  and  therefore  it  is  important  for  General  Scho- 
field to  occupy  Goldsborough.  Let  your  dispatch  bearer  go  at  a gallop. 

I am,  with  respect, 

L.  M.  DAYTON^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

' Cox\^  Bridge^  March  22,,  I860. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Gener at : 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  that  the  pontoon  train  ordered  to  this  point 
arrived  last  night  at  about  7 o’clock.  A bridge  was  laid  across  the 
river  at  12  o’clock  j a brigade  was  immediately  moved  across  and  is  now 
intrenching. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  near  Bentonville,  A.  0.,  March  22,  I860. 
Major-General  Terry, 

Commanding  at  Cox’s  Bridge: 

General:  I have  just  been  to  the  front j Johnston  retreated  last 
night  on  Smithfield  in  some  confusion,  leaving  dead  and  wounded. 
We  have  pursued  two  miles  beyond  Mill  Creek,  but  are  not  in  a condi- 
tion as  to  supplies  to  follow  up  our  advantage,  which  amounts  to  a sub- 
stantial victory,  and  accordingly  I have  ordered  the  army  to  move 
toward  Goldsborough.  I can’t  imagine  why  I don’t  hear  from  General 
Schofield.  Until  I know  he  has  Goldsborough  I must  direct  my  atten- 
tion on  that  point.  I commend  highly  your  promptness  in  securing 
the  crossing  at  Cox’s.  If  you  observe  any  of  the  enemy’s  forces  on  the 
north  side  move  across  a whole  division,  and  intrench  it  so  as  to  com- 
mand all  the  outlet  roads,  and  so  that,  if  I choose,  I can  cross  General 
Slocum’s  wing  there,  and  move  out  against  the  railroad  between  Golds- 
borough and  Smithfield.  I will  probably  come  down  to-day  and  stay 
with  you. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Near  Cox’s  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

P>vt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Ames,  commanding  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
fourth  Army  Corps,  will  cause  the  cam])s  of  that  portion  of  his  com- 
mand which  are  now  on  the  left  of  the  road  to  Cox’s  Bridge  to  be 
removed  to  the  right  of  that  road  immediately,  occupying  the  same 
field  that  is  now  partially  occupied  by  the  First  Brigade  of  his  division. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Near  Cox’s  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  J.  Paine, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  requests  that  you  will  at 
once  send  across  the  pontoon  bridge  General  Bates  and  Myrick’s  bat- 
tery to  the  position  now  occupied  by  General  Duncan’s  brigade. ' You 
will  please  intrench  as  strongly  as  possible  a sufficient  space  to  contain 
your  whole  division. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Terry : 

A.  TEBKY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Cox’s  Bridge,  N.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Ttventy-fifth  Army  Corps: 

General  : The  major-general  commanding  is  informed  that  a por 
tion  of  your  command  is  burning  buildings  and  destroying  property  in 
front  of  and  within  our  lines,  and  has  directed  me  to  say  that  while 
proper  foraging  is  not  prohibited,  and  indeed  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  command,  wanton  destruction  cannot  be  permitted, 
and  you  will  please  take  measures  to  put  a stop  to  it  immediately. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  TEERY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

(Received  11.10  a.  m.  25th.) 

Major-General  Halleck: 

General:  The  first  load  of  troops  belonging  to  General  Sherman’s 
army  will  start  for  North  Carolina  to-morrow,  and  a second  load  will 
start  the  next  day  after.  There  are  between  7,000  and  8,000  of  Sher- 
man’s men  here. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  Ge7ieral. 


Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  22, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  m.  25th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  of  the  12th  is  received.  I have  sent  two  brigades  and 
a half  to  Wilmington,  amounting  to  over  4,000  men.  Orders  from  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  dated  the  12th  at  Fayetteville,  direct  me  to  send  an 
expedition  of  2,500  men  to  Sumterville  and  Florence  to  destroy  railroad 
stock  and  munitions.  A copy  of  his  dispatch  is  sent  you  by  mail.* 
From  General  Grant’s  order  of  February  19,  I judge  that  in  case  of  a 
conflict  of  orders  I must  carry  out  General  Sherman’s. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General. 


See  Sherman  to  Foster,  p.  804, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8,  (7.,  March  22,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Prince, 

Commanding  Camp  of  Reception,  Blair^s  Landing: 

General  : I am  instructed  by  tbe  major-general  commanding  to  state 
that  transportation  is  now  arriving  from  the  North  for  your  troops.  You 
are  directed  to  have  the  troops  in  readiness  to  embark  at  once.  The 
vessels  being  of  large  draft,  will  go  up  the  river  as  high  as  possible, 
and  you  will  have  to  embark  your  troops  with  the  aid  of  the  steamer  now 
in  your  charge. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  P.  Hatch, 

Comdg.  Northern  District,  Dept,  of  the  8outh,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  has  placed  the  following 
indorsement  upon  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  requesting  instructions 
concerning  the  disposal  of  the  cotton  and  other  property  which  you  have 
seized  in  the  city  of  Charleston  and  its  vicinity: 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  March  22,  1865. 

General  Hatch’s  course  with  regard  to  the  cotton  found  in  Charleston  is  approved. 
All  cotton  will  he  taken  possession  of  and  held  for  further  orders  from  these  head- 
quarters. Instructions  with  regard  to  other  property  about  which  there  is  any  doubt, 
whether  it  be  captured,  abandoned,  or  confiscable,  will  be  sent  to  General  Hatch  in 
a few  days.  Property  which,  beyond  doubt,  is  either  captured  or  abandoned  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  Treasury  agents,  except  what  may  be  required  for  military  pur- 
poses. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Alajor- General,  Commanding. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Savannah,  March  22,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Edwin  Stanton, 

8ecretary  of  War: 

Honorable  Sir:  I feel  it  my  duty,  as  the  head  of  the  Catholic 
Cliurch  in  Savannah,  to  inform  you  of  the  proceedings  ordered  by  the 
military  authorities  against  the  Catholic  cemetery  of  this  city,  to  give 
expression  to  what  I deem  a legitimate  complaint,  and  to  enter  a 
solemn  protest  in  the  name  of  the  Catholic  community. 

Fortifications  are  now  being  erected  upon  the  Catholic  cemetery.  A 
few  days  ago  I received  a communication,  written  by  order  of  General 
Gillmore,  informing  me  that  he  (the  general)  would  make  a personal 
inspection  of  tlie  locality,  and  wished  me  to  accompany  him  to  the 
cemetery.  On  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  general  in  Savannah  I did 
all  1 could  to  find  him  out,  but  in  vain;  and  the  day  after  his  visit  I 
learned,  altogether  accidentally,  that  300  men  were  to  be  the  next  day 
on  the  graveyard  to  proceed  to  the  work  of  disinterring  the  dead  and 
erecting  fortifications  on  their  tombs.  I thus  had  no  chance  to  apply 
to  Your  Excellency  at  least  for  a suspension  of  the  work. 
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It  is  my  duty  now  to  tell  you  that  the  cemetery  infringed  upon  by 
Federal  orders  is  the  property  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  has  been  by 
a solemn  benediction  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  burying  the  dead.  I 
must  tell  you  that  cemeteries  are,  in  the  views  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
consecrated  ground,  entitled  to  the  same  respect  as  churches  of  which 
they  are  an  appendage.  I must  also  state  that  there  is  a sentence  of 
excommunication  passed  by  the  Church  against  those  who  usurp,  invade, 
and  occupy  church  iJioperty,  or  the  property  of  pious  places.  Brutal 
force  or  infidel  ideas  may  make  light  of  such  an  ecclesiastical  penalty, 
but  there  is  a Power  above  which  sides  with  the  weak  and  defenseless 
and  will  act  in  due  time,  slow  or  obscure  its  operation  may  be. 

Military  necessity  must  not  be  a cloak  to  usurpation,  bigotry,  or 
impropriety.  There  is  an  abundance  of  ground  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left,  in  front  and  the  rear  of  that  little  graveyard,  which  covers  only 
three  or  four  acres  of  ground.  Fortifications  might  have  been  erected 
there  without  any  desecration  of  a revered  spot.  This  case  involuntarily 
reminds  me  of  the  doomed  vineyard  of  Naboth.  The  fortifications 
erected  by  the  preceding  Government  are  yet  extant  near  the  spot.  The 
Confederates  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  infringe  upon  the  right  of 
churches  and  cemeteries,  although  they  had  to  defend  the  city  against 
overpowering  numbers.  It  is  hard  to  see  how  such  a military  necessity 
should  have  arisen  so  suddenly  now  that  there  is  no  opposing  force  at 
all,  and  that  the  Confederates,  far  from  being  able  to  attack,  evacuate 
everywhere  what  they  had. 

I thought  I could  not  do  less  than  send  my  humble  protest  in  behalf 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  whose  right  and  privileges  I deem  to  be 
infringed  by  this  proceeding;  in  behalf  of  an  outraged  community 
obliged  now  to  carry  away  where  they  can  the  moldering  remains  of 
their  relatives  and  friends;  in  behalf  of  the  Irish-Catholic  soldiers,  who 
are  obliged  to  perform  the  work  of  hyenas,  and  in  behalf  of  those  who 
will  have  to  stand  in  the  midst  of  exhalations  arising  from  opened  and 
mutilated  graves, 

I have  the  honor  of  being,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

AUGUSTIN  YEEOT, 

Bishop  of  Savannah. 


City  Point,  Va.,  March  23,  1865. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Eichmond  papers  received.  The  following  is  from  the  Dispatch : 

FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

It  is  understood  in  official  circles  that  no  fighting  has  occurred  in  North  Carolina 
since  Sunday,  and  from  all  we  can  learn  it  appears^that  Sherman  has  attempted  no 
advances  since  his  check  on  that  day.  General  Hardee’s  victory  on  the  16th  instant 
was  a very  important  one,  and  as  regards  the  enemy  a most  bloody  aft'air.  General 
Johnston  telegraphs  that  in  that  battle  the  Confederate  loss  was  450,  while  that  of 
the  enemy  was  3,300.  The  fight  took  place  at  Averasborough,  on  the  Cape  Fear 
River,  half  way  between  Raleigh  and  Fayetteville.  GeneralJohnston’s  defeat  of  the 
enemy  last  Sunday,  the  19th  instant,  occurred  at  Beutonville,  near  the  Neuse  River. 
By  these  facts  we  are  informed  that  Sherman  has  been  pushing  toward  Raleigh  in 
two  columns,  one  moving  due  north  from  Fayetteville,  the  other  northwest  from 
New  Berne.  General  Hardee  fought  the  former,  General  Johnston  the  latter. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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City  Point,  Ya.,  March  23,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Washington: 

Have  yon  lieard  anything  from  General  OrufPs  command,  which  left 
Nashville  on  the  14th  for  New  Berne'? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fieldy  Goldsborough,  N.  (7.,  March  23,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.'  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va.  : 

General:  On  reaching  Goldsborough  this  morning  I found  Lieu- 
tenant Dunn  Avaiting  for  me  with  your  letter  of  March  16  and  dispatch  of 
17th.  I Avrote  you  fully  from  Bentonville  [Cox’s  Bridge]  yesterday,  and 
since  reaching  Goldsborough  haA^e  learned  that  my  letter  Avas  sent  punc- 
tually down  to  New  Berne,  whence  it  will  be  dispatched  to  you.  1 am 
very  glad  to  hear  that  Sheridan  did  such  good  service  between  Richmond 
and  Lynchburg,  and  hope  he  will  keep  the  ball  moving.  I know  these 
raids  and  dashes  disconcert  our  enemy  and  discourage  him.  Slocum’s 
two  corps — Fourteenth  and  TAventieth — are  noAv  coming  in,  and  1 Avill 
dispose  them  north  of  Goldsborough,  between  the  Weldon  road  and 
Little  River.  Howard  to  day  is  marching  south  of  the  Neuse,  and. 
to-morrow  Avill  come  in  and  occupy  ground  north  of  Goldsborough,  and 
extending  from  the  Weldon  railroad  to  that  leading  to  Kinston.  I 
have  ordered  all  the  provisional  divisions  made  up  of  troops  belonging 
to  other  corps  to  be  broken  up  and  the  men  to  join  their  proper  regi- 
ments and  organizations,  and  have  ordered  Schoheld  to  guard  the 
railroads  back  to  New  Berne  and  Wilmington,  and  make  up  a movable 
column  equal  to  25,000  men  Avith  which  to  take  the  field.  He  will  be 
my  center  as  in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  I don’t  think  I Avant  any  more 
troops  other  than  absentees  and  recruits  to  fill  up  the  present  regiments, 
but  that  I can  make  up  an  army  of  80,000  men  by  April  10.  I will  put 
Kilpatrick  out  at  Mount  Olive  Station,  on  the  Wilmington  road,  and 
then  alloAv  the  army  some  rest.  We  have  sent  all  our  empty  wagons 
under  escort,  A\dth  the  proper  stalf  officers,  to  bring  up  clothing  and 
provisions.  As  long  as  we  move  we  can  gather  food  and  forage,  but 
the  moment  we  stop  trouble  begins.  I feel  sadly  disappointed  that 
our  railroads  are  not  done.  I don’t  like  to  say  that  there  has  been  any 
neglect  until  I make  inquiries,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  the  repairs  should 
have  been  made  and  the  road  properly  stocked.  I can  only  hear  of  one 
locomotive  besides  the  four  old  ones  on  the  New  Berne  road  and  two 
damaged  locomotives  found  by  Terry  on  the  Wilmington  road.  I left 
Easton  and  Beckwith  purposely  to  make  arrangements  in  anticipation 
of  my  arrival,  and  1 have  heard  from  neither,  though  I suppose  them 
both  to  be  at  Moreliead  City.  At  all  events  Ave  have  now  made  a 
junction  of  all  the  armies,  and  if  Av^e  can  maintain  them  Avill  in  a short 
time  be  in  position  to  march  against  Raleigh,  or  Gaston,  or  Weldon,  or 
even  Richmond,  as  you  may  determine.  If  I get  the  troops  all  well 
I)laced,  and  the  supi)lies  Avorking  well,  I might  run  up  to  see  you  for  a 
day  or  two  before  diving  again  into  the  bowels  of  tlie  country.  I Avill 
make  in  a very  short  time  accurate  reports  of  our  operations  for  the 
past  two  months. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Major- General.  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  March  23^  1865. 

General  Easton, 

Kinston  Bridge : 

I am  sending  wagons  down  for  the  supplies,  and  shall  put  a regiment 
at  work  at  this  end.  Look  to  increasing  the  transportation  by  water 
up  Neuse  Eiver  as  near  Kinston  as  possible  and  we  can  haul  from 
there.  This  to  be  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  railroad.  All  my 
army  is  now  here  and  coming  in. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Fields  Goldshorough,  March  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Wright, 

Morehead  City : 

Eeport  to  me  the  condition  of  the  railroad.  Employ  at  any  cost 
laborers  to  put  both  the  Wilmington  and  New  Berne  branches  in  order. 
Hire  three  gangs  at  each  point,  to  work  each  eight  hours,  calling  it  a 
day,  so  that  you  may  do  three  days’  work  in  twenty-four  hours.  My 
army  is  now  coming  in  and  all  will  be  here  to-day  and  to-morrow.  I 
.was  much  disappointed  that  this  was  not  already  done.  Oars  must 
carry  into  Kinston  at  once  supplies.  I will  put  an  engineer  regiment 
at  once  to  work  from  this  end.  You  can  have  as  many  details  as  you 
want.  Expedition  is  the  thing. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Goldshorough,  N.  G.,  March  23,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  0.  Easton, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Morehead  City : 

General:  I have  made  junction  of  my  armies  at  Goldsborough  a 
few  days  later  than  I appointed,  but  I find  neither  railroad  completed, 
nor  have  I a word  or  sign  from  you  or  General  Beckwith  of  the  vast 
stores  of  supplies  I hoped  to  meet  here  or  hear  of.  We  have  sent 
wagons  to  Kinston  in  hopes  to  get  something  there,  but  at  all  events  I 
should  know  what  has  been  done  and  what  is  being  done.  I have  con- 
stantly held  out  to  the  officers  and  men  to  bear  patiently  the  want  of 
clothing  and  other  necessaries,  for  at  Goldsborough  awaited  us  every- 
thing. If  you  can  expedite  the  movement  of  stores  from  the  sea  to  the 
army,  do  so,  and  don’t  stand  on  expenses.  There  should  always  be 
three  details  of  workers,  of  eight  hours  each,  making  twenty-four  hours 
per  day  of  work  on  every  job,  whether  building  a bridge,  unloading 
vessels,  loading  cars,  or  what  not.  Draw  everything  you  need  from 
Savannah,  Port  Eoyal,  Charleston,  &c.,  for  this  emergency,  and  don’t 
let  the  delay  we  had  at  Savannah  recur.  Eeniember  that  we  want  the' 
stores  and  nothing  else.  We  don’t  want  a permanent  establishment  at 
Morehead  City,  at  New  Berne,  or  here.  Our  wagons  are  our  store- 
houses. I must  be  off’  again  in  twenty  days,  with  wagons  full,  men 
reclad,  &c. 

Yours,  truly, 

W.  T.  SHEEMAK, 

Major-General. 
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Kinston,  March  23^  1865. 

Maj.  L.  M.  Dayton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi: 

Dear  Major:  Colonel  Treat,  chief  commissary  of  sabsistence  of 
General  Schofield’s  army,  reports  subsistence  stores  for  Military  Division 
of  the  Mississippi  to  the  amout  of  400,000  rations,  and  more  arriving 
daily,  which  I will  forward  as  fast  as  wagons  arrive.  General  Beck- 
with is  at  Morehead  City. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  REMICK, 

Acting  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence.,  Mil.  Div.  of  the  Miss. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Creek,  A.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  : 

General  : The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  encamped  on  Falling  Creek,  three 
divisions  east  and  one  west  of  it.  The  Seventeenth  Corps  is  near  Cox’s 
Bridge.  We  shall  be  in  Goldsborough  early  to-morrow  morning.  My 
headquarters  are  near  Falling  Creek,  about  one  mile  east  of  the  church. 
Respectfully, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 

Major- General. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

Goldsborough,  A.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding,  Ac.: 

General  : Yours  to  General  Sherman  is  to  hand,  giving  the  posi- 
tion of  your  command.  To  morrow  a dispatch  bearer  will  leave  here 
for  the  States,  by  whom  you  can  send  letters  to  America,  if  you  wish. 
There  is  now  at  New  Berne,  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Markland,  a large 
mail  for  your  command,  which  you  had  better  send  your  array  messen- 
ger for. 

I am,  &c., 

L.  M.  DAYTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Kinston,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

Major-General  Howard, 

Commanding  Army  and  Department  of  the  Tennessee: 

Dear  General  : Colonel  Treat,  commissary  of  subsistence.  General 
Schofield’s  army,  reports  to  me  that  he  will  supply  the  Military  Divis- 
ion of  the  Mississippi  with  400,000  rations  of  subsistence  now.  That 
amount  is  here  for  General  Sherman’s  army,  and  more  arriving  daily. 
1 will  load  the  trains  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  It  is  8 a.  in.  now,  and 
none  of  our  wagons  arrived  yet.  There  is  also  lots  of  boots,  slioes, 
socks,  and  other  quartermaster’s  stores  here,  which  Colonel  Garber  will 
forward  as  fast  as  he  can,  and  our  Army  of  the  Tennessee  will  get  their 
portion,  and  jirobably  all  they  want.  The  railroad  will  be  finished  to 
this  point  to-day,  and  they  report  not  much  damage  done  the  road  from 
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liere  to  Goldsborough.  Colonel  Conklin  is  at  New  Berne.  Any  orders 
you  may  make  I Avill  be  bappy  to  receive,  as  regards  stores,  &c. 
Excuvse  haste. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  truly,  your  humble  servant, 

D.  EEMICK, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Special  I Headquarters  Department  and 
Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

No.  09.  ) Falling  CreeJc,  A.  (7.,  March  23,  1865. 

I.  The  command  will  move  to-morrow  to  Goldsborough.  The  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  commanding,  will  move 
upon  any  route  or  routes,  avoiding  the  river  road,  and  cross  the  Neuse 
Elver  east  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad.  The  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair  commanding,  will  move  by  the 
river  road  and  cross  the  river  Avest  of  the  railroad.  The  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  Avill  take  up  a strong  position  beyond  Goldsborough,  cover- 
ing the  town  to  the  east  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad,  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  on  the  right  and  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 
on  the  left,  and  will  immediately  intrench  their  positions.  In  order  to 
afford  ample  room,  about  two-thirds  of  each  corps  will  be  placed  in  the 
front  line.  A staff  officer  from  each  corps  headquarters,  to  whom  the 
positions  will  be  appointed,  will  accompany  the  general  commanding 
to-morrow. 

II.  The  present  foraging  system  is  hereby  abolished.  Every  person 
not  entitled  to  be  mounted  will  be  dismounted  and  all  horses  and  mules 
turned  over  to  the  corps  quartermaster.  Foraging  on  the  country 
from  Goldsborough  Avill  be  done  by  regiments  or  brigades,  with  officers 
present.  These  Avill  be  regularly  detailed  by  corps  or  division  com- 
manders. The  engineer  regiment  and  other  detachments  may  send 
details,  never  less  than  two  companies,  with  their  officers,  and  these 
will  attach  themselves,  when  practicable,  to  regular  detailed  foraging 
regiments  or  brigades,  and  the  officer  in  charge  will  always  have 
written  authority.  The  division  commander  will  always  make  special 
provisions  for  his  artillery  by  attaching  its  loraging  details  to  a regular 
party. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard: 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Army  Corps, 

Cox\^  Bridge^  March  22  [23  1865 — 3.20  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Right  Wing: 

General:  I sent,  aiqhour  since,  two  of  my  staff  to  find  your  head- 
quarters and  inform  you  that  I had  received  a report  that  the  enemy 
Avere  crossing  the  Neuse  about  two  miles  above  here.  I have  since 
learned  that  the  force  consists  of  two  regiments  of  cavalry.  A portion 
of  it  has  got  around  onto  the  road  leading  from  Falling  Creek  Church 
to  Mount  Olive  and  is  threatening  my  pontoon  train,  which  is  now  com- 
ing up.  I am  just  sending  off  what  little  cavalry  I have  to  meet  it.  I 
have  the  impression  that  a portion  of  the  general  train,  as  Avell  as  my 
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own  subsistence  wagon,  is  at  Everettsville.  If  sucli  be  the  case  it  is 
possible  that  these  people  may  get  around  them  and  do  some  mischief. 
Can  you  tell  me  where  General  Kilpatrick  is'^ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Major- General, 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Creek,  V.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Looan, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

General:  General  Terry  reports  that  the  enemy  is  crossing  the 
river  about  two  miles  above  his  position,  in  what  force  he  has  not  learned. 
He  has  sent  his  cavalry  out  to  ascertain.  The  general  directs  that  the 
movement  ordered  for  to-morrow  be  suspended  until  you  hear  from  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAK  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  General  Blair.) 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Fear  Falling  Creek,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Amny  Corps: 

Major:  I respectfully  report  that  I left  my  camp  this  morning  about 
10  o’clock,  moving  out  in  rear  of  General  John  E.  Smith.  I marched  t wo 
of  my  brigades  in  rear,  and  that  portion  of  my  column  was  also  covered 
by  the  Seveuth  Illinois  Cavalry,*  that  reported  to  me  before  starting.  I 
was  not  molested  to  any  extent  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  none  making  them- 
selves manifest  during  the  day’s  march.  Reaching  my  present  camp 
at  4 this  p.  m.,  I halted'  and  encamped  my  division  in  accordance  with 
directions  received.  I have  sent  my  ambulance  and  ordnance  trains  as 
well  as  my  battery  across  Falling  Creek,  encami^iug  them  beyond  the 
stream.  My  headquarters  are  on  the  roadside  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  the  bridge.  Inclosed  please  find  list  of  casualties  for  the  2Ist  and 
22d  instant. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  WOODS, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

At  Hall’s  {Burned)  House,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  re])ort  that  this  division  broke  camp  at  6.30  this 
morning,  marching  to  this  point,  where  it  is  now  encamped.  My  head- 
(piarters  are  at  William  Hall’s  house  (now  burned).  Shown  on  the  man- 
uscrii)t  maj)s. 

1 am,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 

Major-  General. 


* Mounted  infantry. 
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Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Falling  Creek  Church,  N.  (7.,  March  33,  1865. 
Maj.  Max.  Woodhull,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps: 

Major:  I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations 
of  this  command  during  the  day:  Broke  camp  near  Mill  Creek  at  7.30 
a.  m.,  and  following  the  Fourth  Division,  marched  eleven  miles  on  the 
Goldsborough  road,  encamping  at  4 p.  m.  on  south  side  of  main  road. 
The  First  Brigade  is  in  line  fronting  south,  its  left  connecting  with  the 
right  of  the  Fourth  Division.  The  Second  Brigade  is  on  the  right  of 
the  First,  in  column  by  regiments.  The  artillery  and  trains  are  in  rear 
of  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade.  These  headquarters  are  in  rear  of 
the  right  of  First  Brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  artillery  and  about  twenty- 
five  yards  south  of  main  road. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J^^O.  E.  SMITH, 

Brevet  Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Neuse  River,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865 — i.lO  p.  m. 
Capt.  A.  M.  Van  Dyke, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee: 

Captain:  My  command  will  encamp  this  afternoon  within  two  miles 
of  the  river,  and  will  all  be  in  before  dark.  My  First  Division  is  now 
in  camp.  The  only  water  between  Falling  Creek  and  this  point  was 
on  ground  occupied  by  the  Second  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Cordis,  or 
I should  not  have  moved  so  far. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  P.  BLAIR,  Jr., 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

Chief  Quartermaster’s  Office, 
Railroad  Bridge,  near  Kinston,  Alarch  33,  1865 — 5.30  p,  m. 
Capt.  C.  Cadle,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Seventeenth  Army  Corps: 

I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I arrived  here  with  the  train 
at  2 o’clock  this  p.  m.  The  road  I came  on  is  very  good,  and  I will 
send  the  train  back  on  the  same  road  loaded  with  five  days’  rations  for 
the  corps,  and  one-quarter  of  clothing  at  this  point,  which  amounts  to 
000  hats,  3,000  blouses,  3,000  jiants,  000  cavalry  pants,  7,500  shirts,  3,000 
drawers,  9,300  shoes,  1,800  boots,  4,500  stockings,  and  a few  other  articles 
of  no  consequence.  The  above  is  hardly  enough  for  one  division,  but 
Colonel  Conklin  assures  me  I can  get  all  the  stores  I want,  consequently  I 
will  remain  here  until  I do  receive  them.  The  railroad  bridge  is  not  fin- 
ished across  the  river  at  this  point.  Stores  will  be  slow  in  coming  to  the 
front.  You  will  please  order  all  the  wagons  to  be  emptied  and  sent  at 
once  to  this  point.  I will  see  they  are  loaded  with  something.  I will 
have  all  the  wagons  here  loaded  before  I go  to  bed  to-night,  to  be  ready 
to  start  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning.  I have  just  heard  that  a large 
mail  will  be  here  some  time  during  the  night.  I will  retain  wagons  and 
send  it  as  soon  as  I can. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  JOEL, 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Qiiartermaster,_8ev_ent€entJ±_AnnyjCorps. 

P,  — I just  heard  Boucher  is  a lieutenant-colonel. 
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Special  Orders,  ^ Hdqrs.  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  74.  j Near  Neuse  River,  N.  (7.,  March  23,  1865. 

The  command  will  move  to-morrow  by  the  uj^per  pontoon  bridge  to 
our  camp  at  Goldsborough.  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Smith,  commanding 
Fourth  Division,  will  have  the  advance  and  will  move  forward  at  7 
a.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force,  commanding  Third  Division,  will  follow 
the  Fourtli  Division.  Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Mower,  commanding  First 
Division,  will  follow  the  Third  Division.  The  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted 
Infantry  will  move  across  the  bridge  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  will  remain  on 
the  other  side  until  the  advance  comes  up,  guarding  the  bridge  until 
relieved.  As  soon  as  the  corps  is  across  the  bridge  division  command- 
ers will  send  back  teams  to  the  temporary  depot  below  the  railroad  for 
such  stores  as  may  be  there  belonging  to  their  commands.  They  will 
then  withdraw  such  troops  as  they  may  have  there  and  the  depot  will 
be  broken  up. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  F.  P.  Blair: 

0.  OADLE,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Third  Division, 

> Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 

No.  66.  ) Near  Goldshorough,  N.  €.,  March  23,  1865. 

This  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  forward  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow, 
following  Fourth  Division.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  G.  F.  Wiles  com- 
manding, will  have  the  advance.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery,  Lieut. 
L.  Bailey  commanding,  will  follow  the  Second  Brigade.  The  First 
Brigade,  Col.  C.  Fairchild  commanding,  will  follow  the  battery.  Trains 
in  usual  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force: 

J.  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Goldshorough,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

This  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  Goldshorough  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Third  Division,  First  Division,  Second  Division.  General 
Ward  will  start  promptly  at  6 a.  m.,  the  other  commands  starting  in 
season  to  keep  closed  up  to  the  rear  of  the  preceding  command.  The 
artillery  will  follow  the  troops  of  the  Third  Division.  Each  division 
commander  will  have  a sufficient  number  of  troops  accompany  his 
ti  aiiis  to  protect  and  assist  them,  looking  well  to  the  left  flank,  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  having  shown  themselves  there.  General  Ward  will 
make  all  necessary  rei)airs  to  the  roads.  Division  inspectors  or  other 
statt’  oflicers  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Asmussen,  assistant 
ins])ector-general,  at  these  headquarters  at  5.30  a.  m. 

By  command  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams: 

CHAS.  MOYEK, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orders.]  Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

Near  Goldshorough,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 
By  orders  of  Major-General  Slocum,  commanding  Left  Wing,  all  pack 
animals  and  wagons  of  this  corps  must  pass  through  Goldshorough 
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before  daylight  to-morrow  morning.  In  order  to  do  this  all  pack-mules 
and  wagons  will  leave  this  camp  at  2 a.  m.  to-morrow  morning,  in  the 
same  order  as  designated  for  the  troops,  and  pass  as  soon  as  practicable 
through  the  town  of  Goldsborough.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Asmussen, 
assistant  inspector-general,  will  designate  the  position  of  the  pack- 
mules  and  wagons  after  passing  through  the  town.  Each  division 
commander  will  designate  an  officer  to  take  charge  of  his  pack-mules 
and  wagons,  who  will  report  with  his  train  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Asmussen  in  Goldsborough,  at  General  Slocum’s  headquarters.  The 
troops  will  march  at  5 a.  m.,  as  designated  in  the  order  of  this  afternoon. 
The  corps  will  march  through  Goldsborough  in  review. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

This  order  is  intended  to  include  also  all  cattle  herds  and  all  mounted 
infantrymen  that  are  not  absent  from  their  commands  foraging. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Williams: 

H.  W.  PERKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Falling  Creelc,  A.  0.,  March  23^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps : 

General  : General  Howard  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  General 
Terry  reports  a force  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  as  crossing  to  this  side  of 
the  river,  about  two  miles  above  his  headquarters  (Cox’s  Bridge),  and 
seem  to  be  making  their  way  toward  the  railroad,  threatening  the  trains 
at  the  temporary  depot.  He  sends  the  information  in  order  that  you 
may  guard  against  the  possible  danger  to  the  train. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  VAN  DYKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Fields  Goldsborough^  March  23j  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  B.  Treat,  Kinston^  N.  C.: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  come  forward  to  this  iilace 
without  delay.  Colonel*  Barriger  has  been  directed  to  attend  to  mat- 
ters at  Kinston. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Fields  Goldsborough.,  March  23,  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  Barriger, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Few  Berne,  F.  C. : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  if  General  Beckwith  has  not 
made  arrangements  for  the  issuing  and  forwarding  of  supplies  from 
Kinston  you  will  attend  to  it  without  delay,  as  Colonel  Treat  has  been 
ordered  to  the  front.  General  Sherman  is  here. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lientenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Special  ')  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Ii^orth  Carolina, 

Field  Orders,  > Army  of  the  Ohio, 

1^0.  8.  ) In  the  Field.,  Ooldshorough,  N.  (7.,  March  23, 1865. 

##**#** 

11.  All  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Provisional  Division, 
Army  of  theTennessee,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  G.  S.  Greene,  and  now 
moving  with  the  army,  will  at  once  return  to  their  respective  com- 
mands. All  the  field  transportation  now  used  by  the  Provisional 
Division  will  be  left  in  charge  of  the  acting  chief  commissary  of  the 
division,  to  be  disposed  of  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F. 
Boyd,  acting  chief  quartermaster,  army  in  the  field. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  1 Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  jSTorth  Carolina, 

^ Army  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  38.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 

I.  The  Fifteenth  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  A.  D.  Harvey,  and  Twenty- 
third  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  J.  H.  Myers,  now  at  Wilmington,  N.  C., 
will  proceed  by  water  without  delay  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  and  report  to 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Schofield,  chief  of  artillery.  The  quartermaster’s 
department  will  furnish  transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Schofield: 

G.  W.  SCHOFIELD, 

Brevet  Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

In  the  Field,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch, 

Comdg.  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  Twenty -third  Army  Corps: 
General:  There  is  a railroad  bridge  across  a creek  about  two  and  a 
half  or  three  miles  cast  of  this  place,  which  the  commanding  general 
desires  you  to  place  a guard  over  to  prevent  it  being  burned  or  injured. 
Please  send  the  guard  at  once. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Beaufort, 

No.  3.  ) New  Berne,  N.  C.,  ^[arch  23,  1865. 

####*#* 

V.  Col.  Charles  H.  Stewart,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  commanding 
defenses  of  New  Berne,  will  direct  the  commanding  officer  U.  S.  gun- 
boat Shrai)nel  to  constantly  patrol  the  Neuse  Biverwitli  his  gun-boat 
for  the  puri)oseot*  i)rotecting  Government  vessels  engaged  in  conveying 
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supplies  to  Kinston  for  the  army  of  General  Sherman.  Colonel  Stewart 
will  see  that  the  boat  is  well  armed  and  equipped  and  kept  fully  stocked 
with  coal. 

#****## 

By  command  of  Bri".  Gen.  I.  K.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSOK, 
Assitifan t Adpitant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Wilmington, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  S3,  1865. 

Major-General  Gillmore, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  8outh: 

Sir:  When  Major-General  Sherman^s  army  reached  Fayetteville  it 
had  a column  of  8,000  or  10,000  refugees  clinging  to  its  skirts.  General 
Sherman  could  carry  them  no  longer  and  they  were  all  sent  down 
here.  His  written  orders  to  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Dodge,  chief 
quartermaster  Department  of  North.  Carolina,  directed  that  the  sur- 
plus blacks  be  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  South,  where  the 
arrangements  so  long  and  successfully  conducted  by  General  Saxton 
would  permit  the  care  and  protection  that  we  are  utterly  unable  to 
afford  here.  Our  planting  season  is  passing  and  we  have  not  the  imple- 
ments, nor  the  seeds,  nor  the  superintendents,  nor  are  the  lands  even 
yet  examined.  Could  we  distribute  the  colored  people,  we  have  not 
had  until  now  the  wagons  to  carry  their  rations  a mile  away  from  our 
wharves.  Therefore,  I send  herewith  by  the  Beaufort,  which  goes  to 
your  department  after  troops,  300  blacks  from  the  column  of  6,000 
which  reached  here  day  before  yesterday.  They  are  pressing  upon  us 
severely,  exhausting  our  resources  and  threatening  pestilence. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resnectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  HAWLEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District. 

P.  S. — We  have  no  very  late  news  here.  Joe  Johnston  attacked 
General  Sherman’s  Left  Wing  at  Bentonville,  between  Fayetteville 
and  Goldsborough,  four  days  ago  and  was  repulsed,  (xeneral  Scho- 
lield  was  at  Kinston,  and  General  Terry  on  the  Wilmington  and  Wel- 
don Eailroad,  a short  distance  from  the  Neuse,  at  last  advices.  Latest 
from  the  North  March  16. 

3.  E.  H. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  8.  C.,  March  S3,  I860. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Troops, 

On  hoard  Steamer  General  Sedgivick: 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  troops  of  Major-General  Sherman’s 
army  now  under  your  command  to  Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  and  report  in 
])erson  to  the  commanding  officer  at  that  ])lace  for  orders  or  advice 
before  disembarking  your  troops.  The  object  is  to  get  your  troops  to 
General  Sherman’s  army  with  as  little  delay  as  ])ossible. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Q.  A.  Gill  more: 

W.  L.  M.  BUEGEE, 

A ssistan  t A djutan  t-  Genera  1. 

(Same  to  commanding  officer  U.  S.  troops  on  board  steamer  Weybo- 
set.) 
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War  Department, 
Washington  City,  March 

Major  Genei'al  Dix,  York: 

Please  inform  General  Eobert  Anderson  that  an  order  from  this 
Department  will  be  issued  this  week  for  him  to  raise  the  U.  B.  flag  on 
Fort  Sumter  on  the  14th  of  April,  the  anniversary  of  the  evacuation  of 
that  fort  by  the  XX.  S.  forces  under  his  command.  Suitable  military 
ceremonies  for  the  occasion  will  also  be  ordered,  and  an  address  deliv- 
ered by  the  Eev.  Idenry  Ward  Beecher,  and  i)erhaps  other  gentlemen. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  to  send  General  Anderson  to  Charleston, 
in  company  with  others  who  may  desire  to  participate.  If  General 
Anderson  can  come  to  Washington  without  jeopardy  to  his  health  I 
would  be  glad  to  see  him. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


correspondence,  exc. 

Headquarters  Lewis’  Brigade, 

SisteCs  Ferry,  January  1,  IStio. 
Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  Iu  obedience  to  an  order  from  corps  headquarters  ‘‘  to  move  at 
once  with  his  (my)  command  across  Savannah  Eiver  and  report,  by 
order,  to  General  Iverson,”  I came  here  day  before  yesterday.  I find 
it  impossible  to  cross  without  the  aid  of  a steamer  on  account  of  the 
flood  of  the  river.  This  fact  I informed  you  of  in  a dispatch  sent  upon 
my  arrival  here,  and  again  on  yesterday,  and  also  that  the  steamer, 
which  you  informed  me  in  a communication  accompanying  the  order 
would  be  sent  here  to  assist  iu  crossing  my  command,  had  not  arrived. 
I have  received  no  answer  to  either  dispatch,  nor  has  the  steamer  yet 
arrived.  Having  neither  rations  nor  forage  near  this  point,  and  as  you 
regard  the  order  to  cross  as  “ has  some  urgency  in  it,”  I move  this 
morning  up  the  river  till  I do  find  a practicable  crossing.  In  the 
absence  of  any  order  from  you,  and  despairing  of  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer,  I do  not  know  what  other  course  to  pursue. 

Respectfully, 

J.  H.  LEWIS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hardee viLLE,  January  1,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Brigadier- General  Anderson  reports  that  ji  reliable  scout  reports  the 
enemy  at  least  1,000  strong  oii  Hutchinson’s  Island,  with  artillery  and 
horsemen.  Also  reports  them  unloading  ])lank  on  Pennyworth’s 
Island,  and  a pile  of  i>lank  some  five  or  six  feet  high  on  island.  The 
transports  reported  leaving  Savannah  yesterday  were  going  down  the 
river. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier -General. 

[Indorsieiiieiit.J 

The  above  sent  to  General  Hardee,  and  also  three  transports  full  of 
troops  went  down  the  Savannah  Eiver  yestei  day,  December  31, 1804. 

L.  McLAWS. 
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(xeneral  Cooper: 


Charleston,  January  2^  1865. 

(Received  12  o’clock.) 


The  men  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  corps  have  not  been  paid,  many  of 
them  for  more  than  twelve  months.  I request  that  you  will  authorize 
Mr.  Sneed,  C.  S.  depositary,  now  in  Charleston,  to  turn  over  $3,000,000 
for  this  purpose. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieiitenant-  General. 


Charleston,  January  2,  1865. 

Ceneral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

A telegram  from  the  President  of  the  30th  of  December*  to  General 
Beauregard  directs  him  to  proceed  to  the  district  west  of  Augusta  and 
to  leave  me  in  command  of  the  district  east  of  Augusta,  but  is  not  defi- 
nite as  to  whether  Augusta  will  be  in  his  district  or  mine.  I have  no 
desire  to  enlarge  my  department,  but  the  connection  between  Augusta, 
Branchville,  and  Charleston  is,  in  a military  point  of  view,  so  intimate 
that  I consider  it  necessary  that  thev  should  be  in  the  same  department. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant'  Genera  I. 

[ Iinlorseiiient.] 

January  3,  18(35. 

Adjutant-General: 

Change  line  to  west  of  Augusta  and  Milieu  by  line  embracing 
approaches,  &c. 

J.  D. 


[January  2, 18(35. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations,  see 
Part  I,  p.  1067.] 


Special  (Jrders,  j Headquarters  Department  of 

[ South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

No.  1.  ) CharJestony  S.  C.,  January  2y  1865. 

I.  The  following  will  be  the  organization  of  the  Cavalry  Corps  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler:  Iverson’s  division,  consisting  of 
Lewis’  and  Ferguson’s  brigades;  Humes’  division,  composed  of  Dibrell’s, 
Ashby’s,  and  Harrison’s  brigades;  Allen’s  division,  composed  of  Ander- 
son’s, Crews’,  and  Hagan’s  brigades. 

II.  Lewis’  and  Breckinridge’s  brigades,  of  Wheeler’s  corps,  will  be 
consolidated.  Hannon’s  cavalry  brigade  will  be  broken  up,  and  the 
Fifty-third  Alabama  Regiment  and  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  Battalion, 
of  that  brigade,  are  assigned  to  Hagan’s  brigade,  and  the  Thirtieth 
Georgia  Regiment  [Battalion]  to  Anderson’s  brigade. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


See  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  1010, 
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Charleston,  January  2^  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

If  you  are  forced  to  evacuate  your  line  at  Pocotaligo  you  will  fall 
back  to  the  line  of  the  Combahee  lliver,  paying  especial  attention  to 
the  guarding  of  all  works  and  ferries.  The  order  for  Chesnut  to  go  to 
Adams’  Bun  should  have  been  issued  through  you;  it  was  authorized. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  January  2j  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Send  General  Chesnut’s  command  to  the  Fourth  Sub-District, 
Adams’  Bun.  Wheeler  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Young  at  Graham- 
ville,  and  send  him  to  Coosawhatchie.  When  he  arrives  order  the 
First  South  Carolina  Militia  to  report  to  Brigadier- Gen  era!  Taliaferro. 
Bv  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


On  the  Pttrysburo  Road,  at  Intersection 

WITH  Hardee VTLLE  Road, 

January  2^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Humes, 

Commanding^  Hardeeville : 

• General  : Colonel  Pointer  reports  to  me  that  the  enemy  have  halted 
at  Hardee’s  house,  which  is  about  one  mile  nearer  than  Cheves’  house, 
and  about  two  miles  and  half  from  this  point.  They  are  now  past  the 
worst  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Hardeeville  road.  They  have  ])robably 
halted  until  they  have  built  the  bridge  over  Cheves’  canal,  near  the 
signal  tower,  and  cleared  the  road  so  as  to  bring  up  their  artillery. 
Very  respectfullv, 

R.  H.  ANDERSON, 

7>  rig  a dier-  Gen  era  1.  Com  m a n di  ng. 


Hardeeville,  r January  2^  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Scouts  rejiort  the  enemy  encamiied  in  heavy  force  at  the  signal  tower, 
on  the  road  from  Screven’s  Ferry  to  Hardeeville,  three  miles  from 
Screven’s  Ferry,  and  that  they  are  still,  crossing  the  river  and  coming 
to  that  point. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Griga dier-  Genera  /,  Com m anding. 


Hardeeville,  January  2,  1865 — 12  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws: 

The  enemy  are  advancing  on  the  road  from  Cheves’  house  to  Monkey 
.lohns’.  They  have  driven  in  Brigadier-General  Anderson’s  scouting 
parties  and  are  now  within  tln  ee-fpiarters  of  a mile  of  his  position  ami 
still  advancing. 


W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Briga  dier-  General. 
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Hardee viLLE,  January  2,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

At  tlie  rate  the  enemy  are  now  driving  General  Anderson  they  will 
reach  the  point  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Purysburgand  Screven’s 
Ferry  road  bv  1 or  2 }).  in. 

W.  Y.  0.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- General. 


POCOTALIGO,  January  2,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Humes: 

I earnestly  hope  you  will  seriously  impede  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
liesist  his  advance  at  every  point,  and  make  your  dispositions  to  defend 
the  crossings  of  New  Kiver  and  Great  Swamp  at  all  hazards.  Give 
me  as  soon  as  possible  some  information  concerning  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy.  Concentrate  your  forces,  and  make  a determined  resist- 
ance. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Mayor-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Iverson’s  Division, 

. January  2,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Wheeled s Corps: 

Lieutenant;  Scouts  report  the  enemy  having  advanced  their  pick- 
ets twelve  miles  from  Savannah.  Captain  Moncrief  charged  their 
liickets  day  before  yesterday,  but  failed  to  force  them  back.  It  is 
reported  that  the  enemy  do  not  now  allow  any  one  to  pass  in  or  out  of 
Savannah.  No  report  from  Colonel  Hawkins  or  Harris.  A special 
report  from  scout  states  that  the  enemy  are  no  farther  north  or  west 
than  Midway  Church.  They  have  been,  1 think,  returned  toward 
Savannah. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Georgia  Reserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon.,  Ga.^  January  1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Cualming, 

Commandiug  Georgia  Bescrves,  Ilardeerille^  i8.  C.: 

Colonel:  I am  instructed  by  the  commandiug  major-general  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  and  to  say  in 
reply  he  deeply  regrets  to  hear  of  the  conduct  of  a portion  of  your  com- 
mand, manifesting  a mutinous  spirit,  alike  unpatriotic  and  illegal.  IL* 
can  have  no  sympathy  for  or  witli  men  who  are  not  willing  at  this  try- 
ing crisis  to  serve  tlieir  country  where^er  their  service  is  rerpiired. 
The  plea  that  they  are  required  to  servt‘  beyond  tlie  territory  of  their 
State  would  be  unworthy  of  Yankees,  but  is  disi  eputable  and  disgrace- 
ful on  the  part  of  men  who  profess  to  be  Southern  men,  fighting  for  their 
liberty.  The  man  who  will  desert  tlie  dag  of  the  Confederacy  in  tlie 
face  of  the  enemy  on  the  pitiful  plea  that  lie  is  serving  upon  the  soil  of 
another  and  not  his  own  State,  is  but  little,  if  any,  better  than  the 
traitor  who  barters  away  the  liberties  of  his  country  for  his  own 


Ohap.  LtX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


983 


security,  or  to  gratify  liis  mean  and  selfish  ambition.  Such  deserters 
deserve,  and  I trust  will  receive,  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law.  The 
general  has  been  gratified  to  hear  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  your  officers 
and  men,  and  feels  assured  that  under  your  lead  they  will  never  bring 
dishonor  upon  their  fiag.  He  relies  upon  your  known  courage  and 
fidelity  to  maintain  the  integrity  and  discipline  of  your  command. 
Whenever  the  public  service  will  justify  it  he  will,  in  justice  to  the 
true  men  of  your  command  who  stand  by  you  and  your  faithful  officers, 
use  every  eftort  to  have  them  returned  to  their  own  State. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours,  «&c., 

LAMAE  COBB, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Memorauduu) .] 

The  governor  of  South  Carolina  (General  Bonham)  had  ordered  his 
South  Carolina  State  troops  back  from  Georgia,  where  they  had  been 
sent  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  Savannah.  General  Hardee  had  com- 
l)lied  with  the  order,  so  that  the  Georgia  State  troops,  of  which  Col. 
Chimming^s  command  formed  a part,  thought  it  but  just  that  they 
should  not  be  sent  across  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  assist  in  the  defense 
of  South  Carolina  soil.  General  Cobb,  to  whom  they  appealed,  has 
given  his  views  on  that  question. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee^  January  1865. 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.^  Richmond: 

General:  The  possession  of  Savannah  by  the  enemy  separates  our 
line  of  railroad  in  Florida  from  tbe  other  lines  of  the  Confederacy. 
Besides  the  necessity  of  getting  the  supplies  of  sugar,  molasses,  pork, 
and  beef  out  of  tbe  State,  it  may  be  desired  bereafter  to  remove  tbe  iron 
now  on  these  railroads  for  use  in  the  central  parts  of  the  Confederacy. 
Of  this  iron  there  is  over  25,000  tons  in  tbe  State,  besides  about  18,000 
tons  on  tbe  Live  Oak  connection  and  tbe  Savannah  and  Gulf  road,  west 
of  tbe  Altamaba  River.  Tbe  shortest  and  most  obvious  route  for  this  is 
by  Quincy  to  the  Chattahoochee  River,  at  A^ipalaga.  This  would  require 
the  construction  of  a road  twenty-two  miles  in  length,  over  good  ground, 
with  easy  grade.  This  was  the  contemplated  continuation  of  the  road 
liom  (Quincy,  and  has  been  surveyed  and  the  levels  run.  There  are 
nine  miles  of  iron  on  the  Jacksonville  road  taken  uj)  and  now  at  Lake 
( Tty,  and  eight  miles  of  iron  on  the  Florida  Railroad,  extending  from 
Baldwin  toward  Fernandina.  This  would  leave  but  five  miles  to  be  pro- 
vided. Tins  could  be  taken  from  the  road  extending  from  Tallahassee 
to  Saint  Mark’s,  or  from  the  terminus  of  the  Florida  Railroad  at  Cedar 
Iveys. 

I forward  these  facts  for  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  War  Department. 
If  tbe  objects  should  be  considered  sufficient  to  warrant  tbe  labor  and 
expenditure,  I will,  as  commander  of  tbe  district,  use  my  best  energies 
to  for^^ar(l  tbe  work. 

Mr.  Howard,  the  Government  attorney,  is  using  all  bis  energies  to 
obtain  a decision  in  tbe  case  of  tbe  Florida  Railroad  Company,  wbicb 
will  ])iobaf)ly  terminate  favorably  to  tbe  Government. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MILLFL, 

• Pyrtymlier-General^  Cominaadtny. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  C.  S.  Forces  in  South  Carolina,  January  2,  1865. 


Command. 


Jones’  division  (Taliaferro) : 

Khett’s  brigade 

Elliott’s  brigade 

Total  infantry 

Light  artillery 

Cavalry 

Total 

Wright’s  division: 

Infantry  

Light  artillery 

Cavalry 

Total 

Trapier’s  brigade : 

Infantry 

Light  artillery 

Cavalry 

Total 

Wheeler’s  Cavalry  Division. 

McLaws’  division : 

Fiser’s  brigade 

Chesnut’s  brigade 

Harrison’s  brigade 

Cumming’s  brigade 

Hardy’s  brigade 

Total  infantry 

Light  artillery 

Cavalry 

Total 

Grand  total 


Effective 

Total 

Aggregate. 

total. 

present. 

1,555 
2, 459 

4,014 

134 

457 

1 

4,  605 

1,  243 

1,  336 

1,  437 

714 

764 

800 

72 

77 

80 

2, 020 

2,  177 

2,  317 

130 

148 

156 

85 

97 

99 

34 

41 

45 

249 

286 

300 

4,  919 

6,  356 

! 6, 944 

817 

1,233 

2,169 

875 

1 

2,612 

1 2, 820 

468 

505 

! 540 

855 

947 

1 991 

1 

5,  542 

4,  939 

! 5, 292 

976 

512 

1 

1 

7,  030 

4,939 

5,  292 

18,  832 

13, 758 

1 14, 853 

1 

[January  3,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations,  see 
Part  I,  p.  1067.] 


Charleston,  January  3,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  Hardee  wishes  you  to  send  a staff  officer*  to  meet  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Woodruff  [Woodford],  of  General  Foster’s  staff,  at  Port  Royal 
Ferry  to-morrow  at  2 p.  m.  January  4,  to  receive  such  communications 
as  he  may  have.  General  Hardee  wishes  General  Foster  informed  that 
his  communication  was  received  too  late  to  send  one  of  his  own  staff. 
Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  dispatch. 

W.  D.  PICKETT, 

Lieutenant- Colon  el  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hardeevili.e,  January  5,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

My  information  is  the  enemy  came  only  a short  distance  this  side  of 
Cheves’  house  yesterday.  We  are  blockading  the  roads  thoroughly 
to-day. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- Genera  1. 


[January  3,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws  (three  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  see  Part  1,  p.  1115.] 
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Grahamville,  January  3,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws; 

Eeliable  scouts  report  at  least  two  divisions  of  enemy’s  infantry  on 
this  side  the  river  and  steam-boats  were  constantly  crossing  from 
Savannah  to  Screven’s  Ferry  on  yesterday.  Scouts  also  report  a pon- 
toon laid  from  Pennyworth’s  Island  to  South  Carolina  bank  at  Cheves’ 
place.  A scout,  who  was  an  overseer  and  thoroughly  acquainted  on 
all  the  rice  plantations,  went  through  the  swamps  to  within  half  a mile 
of  Cheves’  place;  saw  a close  column  of  infantry  half  a mile  long  pass 
from  the  landing  up  Cheves’  causeway  toward  Screven’s  Ferry  road; 
also  a small  force  of  infantry  appeared  at  Izard’s  place. 

AV.  y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brifiadier- Gemeral. 


Eiohmond,  January  4,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston^  8.  C. : 

e President,  in  response  to  your  telegram  of  2d  instant,  directs 
that  tlie  line  of  your  department  limits  be  changed  west  of  Augusta 
and  Milieu,  embracing  approaches.  Please  indicate  the  exact  line  you 
desire  that  a corresponding  order  may  be  issued  from  this  office. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  2.  ) Richmoyid,  January  4.  1865. 

^ t- 

IV.  Lieut.  Col.  T.  J.  Berry,  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  Eeserves  of  Georgia,  and  will  report  to  MaJ.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 
commanding. 

♦ * * 

XXXIV.  Paragraph  XXXIII,  Special  Orders,  No.  310,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General’s  Office,  December  31,  1864,  is  hereby  revoked,  and 
Muj.  H.  D.  Bulkley;  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
chief  commissary  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Har- 
dee, Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  and  wdll  report  accordingly. 

******* 

Bv  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 

JXO.  WITHEES, 
Assista  nt  A djutant-  General. 


CiiARLESTCN,  S.  (b,  January  i,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Get  all  of  Chesnut’s  command  from  Grahamville  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. 

W.  J.  IIAEDEE, 


Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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Charleston,  January  4,  1865. 

General  McLaws  : 

General  Hardee  desires  yon  to  remove  as  soon  as  possible  from  Old 
Pocotaligo,  and  send  to  Major  Huger  the  24-pounder  howitzer  and  the 
two  Blakely  guns  now  there,  also  the  two  Wiard  rifled  guns  at  Poco- 
taligo  Depot.  General  Hardee  wishes  a light-artillery  section  at  Old 
Pocotaligo  instead  of  the  above-mentioned  guns. 

A.  J.  GONZALES, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Department. 


Charleston,  January  4,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Major-General  Wright,  commanding  Fourth  Sub-District  South  Caro- 
lina, will  have  charge  of  the  Combahee  River  from  its  mouth  to  the 
turnpike  bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie,  not  including  that  bridge. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Frampton  Plaeej  January  4,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 

[General  McLaws  :] 

General  : The  enemy  made  a sally  on  my  advanced  pickets  on  the 
Mackay  Point  road  about  4 p.  m.  to-day,  driving  them  in  on  the  main 
picket-line.  I went  forward  with  a company  about  5 p.  m.;  found 
the  enemy  had  withdrawn  to  their  original  line  (nobody  hurt).  Scouts 
report  to  have  seen  one  regiment  about  half  a mile  beyond  the  Hudson 
house.  Should  the  enemy  advance  by  way  of  Mackay  Point  road 
I don’t  think  it  prudent  to  make  the  fight  at  the  Hudson  place,  as  my 
force  is  not  sufficient  to  protect  the  extent  of  country  between  the 
Pocotaligo  River  and  the  main  Coosawhatchie  road.  Should  I make  a 
flght  at  the  Hudson  house  I will  not  be  able  to  support  Major  Hart- 
ridge  or  protect  Colonel  Harrison’s  left.  Can’t  you  send  somebody  at 
once  to  take  charge  of  the  Mackay  Point  road'?  and  1 will  attend  to 
Colonel  H.’s  flank  and  the  approaches  to  the  railroad  from  Tullifinny. 

I am,  general,  vour  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  FISER, 
Colonel.  Commandine/j  dc. 

P.  S. — I understand  that  Colonel  Anderson  was  making  inquiry  in 
regard  to  First  Georgia  Regulars  and  Twenty-seventh  Battalion,  and 
said  they  had  been  ordered  to  Charleston.  Can’t  you  checkmate  him  ? 


Near  Hardeeville,  S.  C.,  danuary  4,  1865. 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

General:  I wrote  you  a few  days  since,*  but  as  the  letter  may  not 
reach  you  I take  the  opportunity  to  write  again.  I suppose  you  must 
have  been  mortified  to  hear  the  various  complaints  of  horse-stealing 
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attributed  to  my  command.  If  all  was  true  it  would  be  very  bad,  but 
I am  happy  to  say,  after  giving  the  matter  as  full  investigation  as  the 
circumstances  would  permit,  I have  positive  proof  tliat  most  of  the 
stealing  referred  to  was  committed  by  troops  who  did  not  and  never 
did  belong  to  my  command,  and  with  whom  I never  had  anything  what- 
ever to  do.  The  case  of  Captain  Conway  proved  to  be  most  flagrant. 
After  arresting  him,  and  upon  investigating  the  matter,  I found  he  did 
not  belong  to  my  command,  but  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  Maj. 
Norman  W.  Smith,  chief  inspector  of  transportation,  Second  District. 
There  are  a great  number  of  other  cases  where  men  have  falsely  stated 
that  they  belonged  to  my  command.  During  the  past  year  J have 
worked  very  hard,  and  am  happy  to  state  have  so  far  succeeded  tliat 
no  one  can  sustain  the  charge  of  neglect  or  any  other  charge  against 
me.  I regret  to  say  that  one  of  my  commanding  officers  appears  to 
censure,  without  showing  a willingness  to  hear  or  entertain  explana- 
tions which  entirely  alter  the  nature  of  the  allegation.  To  day  my 
force  is  larger  than  when  the  campaign  commenced  last  spring,  although 
I have  had  about  3,000  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  now  have  eight 
regiments  detached.  1 regretted  to  hear  that  General  Hardee  had 
asked  to  have  General  Young  promoted  to  major-general,  to  take  com- 
mand of  Allen’s  division.  General  Allen  has  served  with  most  dis- 
tinguished gallantry  and  ability  during  the  entire  campaign,  winning 
by  his  gallantry  the  confidence  of  his  officers  and  men.  1 feel  that  it 
would  be  a mark  of  great  injustice  to  him  and  to  the  command  for 
General  Young  to  be  placed  over  him,  particularly  as  General  Allen 
has  kept  his  command  better  together  than  General  Young,  and  has 
done  as  good,  and  I believe  better,  fighting. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELER. 

P.  S. — I did  not  mention  above  that  most  of  the  general  officers  have 
been  assigned  to  this  command,  instead  of  promoting  colonels.  This 
was  advisable  at  one  time,  but  now  the  necessity  no  longer  exists — at 
least  to  the  extent  of  going  to  the  Virginia  army  to  get  material  for 
major-generals  for  our  commands.  General  Robertson  is  to-day  as 
good  a division  commander  as  can  be  found  in  any  of  our  armies.  If 
our  cavalry  has  not  been  as  well  kept  together  as  it  should  have  been, 
it  has  been  caused  in  a great  measure  by  reasons  beyond  the  control  of 
myself  or  my  division  commanders.  I have  reorganized  my  command, 
breaking  up  two  brigades  and  increasing  the  others.  I think  Sherman 
will  commence  bis  march  soon,  either  in  direction  of  Augusta  or 
(fiiarleston,  or  he  may  first  march  to  Branchville. 

d.  W. 


('IIAULESTON,  fhuiuurif  Jj  JSf)'). 

^ I a j or-  G en  eral  W hee  le  u , 

Ilardeeville,  via  Grahantrillc  : 

Inform  me  where  the  advance  of  th(‘  (memy  now  is,  his  ])robable 
force,  and  intentions. 

W.  d.  HARDEE, 
JAeu1('V((  u f-  (}en('r<(  I. 


[dANUAitv  4,  1805. — For  Wheeler  to  Hardee,  leporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  ]>.  1 115.] 
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Headquarters, 

Grahamvilley  8.  (7.,  January  4,  1865 — 6.30 p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Chapman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Wheelers  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  was  received  ordering  me  to  report  every 
six  hours,  but  did  not  state  where  to  report  to.  I have  established  a 
courier-line  across  to  the  Kobertsville  and  Purysburg  road,  ten  miles 
from  this,  to  connect  with  the  line  upon  that  road.  I have  relieved 
General  Young’s  command,  and  they  leave  to-night.  Have  been  out 
upon  the  picket-lines  to  day.  Everything  very  quiet.  I have  200  men 
at  Honey  Hill  and  in  front  of  that;  200  at  Bee  Creek,  and  50  at  Daw- 
son’s Bluff;  15  on  road  to  Hardeeville,  four  miles  below  this;  30  of  Col- 
onel Colcock’s  men  on  the  road  to  Kew  River  bridge.  I have  no 
instructions  whatever,  only  to  relieve  General  Young,  which  1 have 
done.  If  you  fall  back  upon  the  Robertsville  road,  and  the  enemy 
advance  this  way,  they  will  come  up  in  my  rear,  as  Honey  Hill  is 
four  miles  from  the  depot.  Bee  Creek  is  seven,  and  Dawson’s  Bluff'  nine, 
all  fronting  toward  Broad  River.  I will  in  that  event  have  to  go  in 
direction  of  Coosawhatchie  or  Gillisonville.  I would  be  obliged  if  you 
would  order  a small  party  to  retire  up  the  Grahamville  road  to  give 
my  pi(‘kets  notice  in  time  to  get  my  pickets  in,  as  they  are  in  good 
places  to  be  cut  off'.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  enemy  may  rebuild 
New  River  bridge  and  send  a column  up  the  old  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah road,  which  would  place  us  between  them. 

I have  ordered  Colonel  Colcock  to  send  details  to  drive  out  all  the 
stock  as  directed.  1 am  very  anxious  to  be  advised  as  to  whether  any 
one  will  retire  up  the  Grahamville  road  or  not,  and  to  what  point,  &c. 

V ery  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Iverson’s  Division, 

Near  Hudsonh  Ferry.,  January  4,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera^  Wheeled s Corps: 
Lieutenant  : Day  before  yesterday  the  enemy  were  foraging  with 
wagons,  about  a regiment  strong,  in  neighborhood  of  McLeod’s.  No 
rei)ort  to-day. 

Respectfully,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 

Brig  a dier- Gen  eral. 


[January  5,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  rejiorting  operations,  see 
Part  1,  p.  1067.] 


Charleston,  January  5,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  4th  I recommend  that  the  boundary  line 
of  tins  department  run  from  Augusta,  along  the  Georgia  Railroad,  to 
Warrenton;  thence,  via  Sparta  and  Milledgeville,  following  the  line  of 
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railroad  to  the  Ocniulgee  (but  not  including  Macon),  down  that  river 
to  Coffee  County,  following  the  west  boundary  of  Coffee  County  to  the 
Altamaha,  and  down  that  river  to  the  Gulf. 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
TAeutenant-  Oenera  1. 


Charleston,  January  .5, 1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

The  Combahee  from  its  mouth  to  the  turni)ike  bridge  was  placed  in 
charge  of  General  Wright,  in  order  that  having  a shorter  line  you 
might  concentrate  your  forces,  and  if  the  enemy  moved  upon  Augusta 
that  you  might  reach  Augusta  ahead  of  them. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
TAeutenant-  Oeneral. 


Charleston,  January  5,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  Hardee  directs  that  you  recall  the  section  of  J.  T.  Kana- 
X)aux’s  battery  sent  to  Ke^v  Bridge.  If  necessary  to  send  artillery  there 
substitute  from  your  own  battalion  of  artillery. 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Charleston,  January  1865. 

General  McLaws  : 

Send  Kirk’s  squadron  to  report  to  General  Jones  at  Charleston. 
General  Young  has  been  directed  to  turn  over  some  cavalry  to  you. 

Bv  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Coosawiiatchie,  January  5,  1865. 

General  McLaw^S: 

The  enemy  are  shelling  to  the  right  and  left  of  my  line,  but  more 
heavily  than  usual  on* my  left.  AYe  are  replying  slowly  on  the  right. 

GEO.  P.  HARRISOK,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Com mandi ng. 


CoosAW  HATCH  IE,  January  J,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral : 

Enemy  has  been  beating  drums  in  their  camp  all  day,  and  much  more 
chopping  than  usual  is  heard  about  their  picket-lines.  They  have 
shelled  us  more  than  usual  to-day.  With  the  general’s  consent  I will 
open  on  them  Avith  ten  or  twelve  guns  to-morrow  morning. 

GEO.  P.  HARRISON,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Commanding. 
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Grahamvti.le,  January  5,  ISJI. 

Major-Geiiei'iil  ]\rcLA\vs: 

I'he  telegraph  wire  is  taken  down  to  this  point  and  will  be  trans- 
ported to  Green  Pond  to-night.  The  [sic]  will  remain  iiiiiil  further 
orders.  The  enemy  [moved]  up  to  the  crossing  of  the  railroad  and  the 
Purysburg  road  yesterday,  but  again  fell  back  to  the  road  leading- 
down  to  Izard’s  place.  A few  of  the  cavalry  appeared  near  Jonesville. 

JOS.  MAXIGAULT, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Signal  Officer. 


Charleston,  January  5,  1865. 
Major-General  Wheeler:  ’ . 

Send  no  more  troops  across  the  Savannah  at  present,  but  provide 
such  facilities  for  crossing  as  may  be  i)racticable,  that,  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  they  can  be  crossed  promptly. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

H.  VV.  FEILHEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera I. 


[January  5,  I860. — Eor  Wheeler  to  McLaws  (two  dispatches),  report- 
ing operations,  see  Part  I,  p.  1116.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Graham  rillCj  8,  C.,  January  J,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Everything  is  quiet  on  our  lines  this  morning.  General  McLaws  has 
ordered  Colonel  Colcock  to  Pocotaligo,  General  Young  to  Charleston, 
V leaving  only  my  division  to  keep  up  the  lines  mentioned  yesterday. 
The  railroad  train  is  engaged  in  removing  its  iron  from  the  road  some 
three  or  four  miles  from  Hardeeville.  I have  to  send  scouts  in  front  of 
the  train  to  prevent  its  being  captured.  A picket  could  be  easily  kept 
in  front  of  the  train,  from  one  of  the  divisions  near  Hardeeville,  to 
notify  it  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy,  without  causing  me  to  scout 
fifteen  miles  from  here. 

1 had  to  send  a picket  sixteen  miles  this  morning  in  direction  of 
New  Eiver  bridge  to  relieve  ^he  last  of  Colcock’s  pickets.  I ordered 
Colonel  Colcock  to  drive  out  all  the  stock,  i&c.,  and  he  has  left  a detail 
for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBKELL, 

Co  I onel,  Com  man  di  ng. 


Headquarters, 

Grahamville^  8.  0.,  January  5,  1865 — 1.30  jy.  m. 
Lieut.  Henry"  Chapaian, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Wheelcr^s  Corps: 
Brigadier-General  Young  and  his  command  left  last  night;  Colonel 
Colcock  with  his  men  this  morning.  I sent  a small  detail  to  assist  in 
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taking  up  railroad  iron  and  a scout  to  protect  the  train  whilst  below. 
I will  advise  the  major-general  when  the  road  is  torn  np  to  the  Great 
Swamp  bridge^  which  will  be  several  days  yet,  from  the  progress  pre- 
viously made.  Everything  quiet  on  our  front. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 

Colonel^  Comm andiiKj. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  January  5,  1865. 

Governor  A.  G.  Maorath, 

Columbia j *S'.  C.  : 

' Your  request  in  regard  to  Conner’s  brigade  complied  with.  They  are 
all  now  en  route. 

JEFFK  DAVIS. 


[January  0,  180.3. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  importing  operations,  see 
Fart  I,  p.  10(>7.] 


Eichmond,  Va.,  January  o‘,  1865. 

AlaJ.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

(Care  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Charleston,  S.  C.) 

On  the  23d  ultimo  you  were  telegraphed  to  report  to  General  Beau- 
regard for  assignment  to  duty.  As  he  has  gone  West  you  will  report 
to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  ayid  Inspector  General. 


Charleston,  January  6‘,  1865. 

(ileceived  7th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

In  obedience  to  an  order  from  General  Beauregard  MaJ.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hill  had  gone  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee  to  report  for  duty  before 
receipt  of  the  order  assigning  him  to  duty  near  Charleston. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Ad.jt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  4.  ( Eichmond,  January  6,  1865. 

*#*##*# 

XL  VI.  The  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida 
will  hereafter  inclnde,  besides  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Flor- 
ida, that  portion  of  Georgia  embraced  in  the  Ibllowing  lines:  Com- 
mencing at  Augusta  and  running  along  the  Georgia  Eailroad  to  War- 
renton;  thence,  via  Sparta  and  Milledgeville,  following  the  line  of 
the  railroad,  to  the  Ocmulgee  Eiver,  but  not  including  Macon;  down 
the  Ocmulgee  to  Coffee  County,  following  the  western  boundary  of  that 
county  to  the  Allapaha  Eiver,  and  down  that  river  and  the  Suwanee 
to  the  Gulf. 
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LI.  The  leave  of  absence  heretofore  granted  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ripley, 
Provisional  Army,  0.  S.,  is  extended  ninety  days. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Batteries  of  light  artillery  in  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

January  6,  1865 r 


Armament. 


Batteries. 


Captains. 


Anderson's 

Barnwell’s 

Beaufort  Light  Artillery 

Chatham  Light  Artillery 

Che.snut  Li^t  Artillery 

Daniell’s 

Be  Pass’ 

Furman  Light  Artillery 

German  Artillery,  Company  A 

German  Artillery 

Guerard’s 

Inglis  Light  Artillery 

Kilcrease  Light  Artillery 

Lafayette  Light  Artillery 

Leon  Light  Artillery 

Louisiana  Guard  Artillery 

Marion  Light  Artillery. 

Milton  Light  Artillery,  Company  A. 
Milton  Light  Artillery,  Company  B. 

Orleans  Guard  Artillery " 

Regular  (Georgia)  Battery 

Santee  Light  Artillery. . 

Terrell  Light  Artillery 

Waccamaw  Light  Ardllei-y 

Wagner  Light  Artillery 

Washington  Light  Artillery 

Colcock"s  sectiont 


R.  W.  Anderson 

A.  S.  Barnwell 

H.  M.  Stuart 

John  F.  Wheaton 

F.  C.  Schulz 

Charles  Daniell 

AV.  L.  De  Pass 

William  E.  Earle 

F.  W.  Wagener 

W.  K.  Bachman 

John  M.  Guerard 

William  E.  Charles 

F.  L.  Viilepigue 

J.  T.  Kanaj^aux 

Robert  H.  (iamhle 

Camille  E.  Girardey 

Edward  L.  Parker 

Joseph  L.  Dunham 

Henry  F.  Abell 

G.  Le  Gardeur,  jr 

J.  A.  Maxwell 

Christopher  Gaillard 

John  W.  Brooks 

May  ham  Ward 

Charles  E.  Kanapaux.  .. 

(ieorge  H.  Walter 

Richard  Johnson  (Lieiit.) 


Total  guns 


o 

sS 


4 

4 

2 

4 


12-poun  de  r 
howTtzers. 

6-pounder 

bronze. 

! 10  - p o u n d e r 

1 Parrotts. 

3-inch  rifles. 

c4 

3 

a 

1 1 

1 1 

i 

2 

i ' 

1 .1 

i 

4 

4 


4‘I 
4 I 


2 

...I  2 


4 


2 


o 


2 2 
4 


2 2 


4 


2 2 


* From  report  of  this  date,  signed  by  Col.  A.  J.  Gonzales,  chief  of  artillery.  Note 
on  original  says  that  “ Blake’s  and  Hanleiter’s  batteries  have  been  broken  np  by 
order  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding;  the  siege  train  in  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina  has  been  gradually  reduced  to  a section  of  20-pouuder  Parrotts.  It  is  now 
abolished  and  turned  into  infantry.  Tiller’s  company  of  light  artillery  [Echols 
artillery]  has  likewise  been  turned  into  infantry.” 

t An  improvised  organization;  guns  manned  by  details  from  Colonel  Colcock’s 
command. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  the  division  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaivs, 
including  the  troops  between  Grahamville  and  Combahee  River,  for  January  6,  1865. 


Command. 

Ett'ectiA'e 

total 

present. 

Total 
: present. 

Aggregate 

])re.seut. 

(k)lonel  Hardv's  brigade 

886 

995 

1,049 
2,  879 
768 

Colonel  Harrison’s  brigade 

2,  685 
643 

Colonel  Fiser’s  brigade 

702 

'!:ol.  C.  J.  Colcock’s  cavalry  command 

374 

396 

410 

Four  light  batteries  artillery 

352 

367 

382 

Grand  total 

4,940 

2,  460 

5.  488 
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COOSAWHATCHIE,  January  6,  1865, 

Capt.  K.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  A djuta^it- General  : 

Brigadier-General  Hatch  has  just  sent  a cornmuiiication  to  this  flag- 
of- truce  station  that  two  assistant  surgeons  of  the  Confederate  Army 
and  one  of  the  Confederate  Navy  desire  to  cross  into  our  lines,  and 
stating  that  if  they  will  he  received  he  will  send  them  over  as  soon  as 
he  receives  a reply.  I have  asked  that  tbeir  names  be  furnished  me, 
and  stated  in  my  communication  that  as  soon  as  tlieir  names  are  received 
he  will  be  informed  whether  or  not  they  will  be  received. 

GEO.  P.  HAliKlSON,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


COOSAWHATCHIE,  January  6,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 
Major-General  McLawS: 

I delayed  receiving  the  medical  officers  four  hours  to  hear  from  you. 
Feeling  that  I*  could  do  so  no  longer  with  propriety,  I received  them. 
A few  moments  afterward  your  telegram  was  received.  I regret  it  very 
much,  but  in  the  absence  of  instructions  did  what  I conceived  to  be 
best.  I was  very  careful  to  iirevent  the  enemy’s  learning  anything,  and 
think  he  got  no  information  except  the  whereabouts  of  my  picket-line, 
which  I have  ordered  advanced. 

GEO.  P.  HABRISON,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commandmg. 


Charleston,  January  6,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

I have  asked  Governor  Magrath  to  place  1,500  men  at  Barnwell,  to 
aid  you  in  case  the  enemy  should  move,  as  I believe  he  will,  in  that 
direction.  In  the* event  of  a cavalry  raid  withdraw  a portion  of  jmur 
force  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Savannah  River.  You  must  fight  the 
enemy  whenever  an  opportunity  offers. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Charleston,  January  6,  1865. 

Muj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

llardeeville  via  Grahaniville : 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  revokes  his  order  of  to-day  for  you  to 
withdraw  a portion  of  your  forces  from  the  Georgia  to  the  South  Caro- 
lina side  of  the  Savannah,  in  case  of  a raid.  He  did  not  at  the  time 
remember  your  effective  force. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[January  G,  1865. — For  AVheeler  to  McLaws  (four  dispatches),  report- 
ing operations,  see  Part  I,  pp.  IIIG,  1117.] 
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(tRAHAMVILLE,  Jmiuary  6,  1865. 

Major-General  AIcLaws: 

iSTo  signs  of  the  enemy  advancing.  My  pickets  were  ordered  to  advance 
at  daylight  and  dispute  their  march,  but  have  not  reported.  Have  sent 
others  out.  Think  it  probable  a reconnaissance  in  force,  and  they  have 
l)robably  stopped  to  day  to  rebuild  the  river  bridge.  General  Humes 
lias  arrived  with  his  division. 

G.  G.  DIBKELL, 

Commanding^  dk*. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Grahamvillej  January  6‘,  1865 — 1 a.  ni. 

Lieutenant  Chapman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Wheeler's  Corps : 

The  enemy  in  considerable  force  crossed  NewEiver  bridge  last  even- 
ing about  4 o’clock,  and  at  dark  were  at  the  head  of  Fordii^  Island  road, 
within  sixteen  miles  of  this,  and  drove  my  iiickets  baclu  I was  just 
ordered  by  General  McLaws  to  re-enforce  the  picket  there  with  artil- 
lery, but  it  is  too  late.  My  pickets  report  having  seen  but  little  cav- 
alry, and  that  they  moved  on  rapidly  after  crossing.  The  courier  says 
they  had  not  stopped  Avhen  he  left  at  dark;  and  they  may  move  right 
on  here,  or  may  go  up  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  road  to  Coosaw- 
hatchie.  I will  meet  them  with  100  men,  all  I can  spare,  at  Glover’s, 
four  miles  from  here  on  the  road  to  the  bridge.  Please  notify  General 
Humes. 

y ery  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


. Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

GraJumvillej  January  6,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
i have  nothing  further  to  report  from  the  enemy  this  morning.  I 
have  sent  Colonel  McLemore,  with  about  100  men  and  one  ])iece  of 
artillery,  to  Glover’s,  on  the  road  from  Grahamville  to  New  River 
bridge,  where  there  is  some  fortilications  this  side  of  a rice  plantation. 
Colonel  McLemore  thinks  it  can  be  flanked,  with  so  small  a force  to 
defend  it.  General  McLaws  requested  last  night  that  1 should  ask 
General  Wheeler  for  artillery,  stating  that  what  was  here  had  been 
ordered  across  the  Salkehatchie.  As  it  was  so  lar  to  yours,  I did  not 
ask  for  it.  No  order  has  been  received  for  this  yet,  and  I am  getting 
ready  to  use  it.  I have  everything  saddled  up  and  ready  to  move  as 
circuinstances  may  occasion,  and  will  send  my  wagons  to  Gillisonville 
wlieu  we  do  move.  The  enemy  made  no  stop  at  New  River  bridge; 
scouts  say  they  did  not  see  more  tha7i  fifty  cavalry. 

\>ry  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel.,  Commanding. 


Chap.  LIX.J 


995 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 

Head(^uakters  (;Avalky  Division, 

Grahamville,  8.  6'.,  January  6,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  Ct.  Hudson, 

Aethiy  Assisfaut  Adjutant- (ieMeral^  W heeler'' h Corps: 

Our  pickets  last  evening  (or  a scout  from  them)  reported  to  have 
met  the  enemy  three  miles  this  side  of  New  River  bridge,  and  fell 
back  in  front  of  the  enemy  to  Hennessy’s  Cross-Roads,  six  miles  this 
side  of  the  bridge,  where  they  last  saw  the  enemy  at  0 o’clock.  Our 
picket  after  dark  retired  three  miles  farther  to  the  junction  of  the  road 
from  this  place  with  the  Savanuah  and  Charleston  road,  and  remained 
all  night.  At  daylight  they  advanced  again  and  have  not  reported 
since.  The  officer  in  charge.  Lieutenant  Tinsley,  of  Shaw’s  battalion, 
is  a good  officer,  and  1 can’t  account  for  his  not  sending  a courier. 
Colonel  McLemore  sent  a courier  to  him,  who  went  to  where  he  had 
remained  last  night,  but  no  farther.  I have  since  sent  another  scout, 
with  orders  to  go  until  they  find  the  enemy,  and  to  report  what  they 
are  doing.  We  have  a line  of  pickets  on  the  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah road,  from  where  they  are  up  to  Dawson’s  Bluff. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel^  Commandhiy. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

GrahamviUe,  8.  C.,  January  d,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjiitayit-General : 

We  have  pickets  at  the  following  places,  viz : Dawson’s  Bluff*,  which  is 
two  miles  below  Coosawhatchie  Station,  and  the  troops  at  Coosawhat- 
chie  join  my  left  there,  fifty  of  the  Georgia  Reserves  being  there,  and 
one  piece  of  artillery  (the  gunners,  however,  have  abandoned  it);  Bee’s 
Creek  and  Landing  (lower  road);  spring  house;  Huger’s  woods; 
Euhaw  breast- works;  Tripp’s  gate;  Boyd’s  Landing  road  (enemy  are 
at  Boyd’s  house) ; White  Hall;  Bolon’s  Church;  brick-yard  and  Haz- 
zard’s  Creek ;wSavannah  Hill;  Gennesis  Landing  road;  head  of  Ford- 
ing Island  road;  Hardeeville  road;  making  fifty-eight  men  as  advance 
l)ickets  besides  reserve. 

The  line  upon  the  old  Savannah  and  Charleston  road  extends  upon 
and  near  that  road  from  Dawson’s  Bluff  two  miles  this  side  of  Coosaw- 
hatchie, to  within  six  miles  of  New  River  bridge.  The  enemy’s  gun- 
boats are  in  front  of  Bee  Creek  Landing,  and  are  also  at  Boyd’s  Neck, 
with  a small  force  on  land.  At  Dawson’s  Bluff  the  enemy  have  a battery 
across  the  river  that  dismounted  one  of  our  guns  the  day  we  came  here. 
There  are  two  guns  of  artillery  at  Bee’s  Creek,  one  at  Honey  Hill  (near 
here),  and  one  at  Glover’s  place,  four  miles  below.  The  Thirteenth 
Tennessee  is  at  Honey  Hill,  Fourth  at  Glover’s,  Kentucky  Brigade  at 
Bee’s  Creek,  fifty  of  the  Fourth  at  Dawson’s  Bluff',  and  Shaw’s  battalion 
here.  I would  like  to  show  Major-General  Wheeler  the  lines  to-mor- 
row if  he  desires  to  see  them. 

V cry  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel.,  Commanding. 

1 have  no  pickets  at  Wilkins’,  Seabrook’s  or  Bolon’s  house,  nor  upon 
the  Okota  River.  I do  not  know  \yhere  Rover  Creek  is.  I located  my 
pickets  where  General  Young’s  were,  after  consulting  with  him  and 
Colonel  Colcock. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Grahamvilley  January  6',  1865 — 5 m. 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  C.  Jenkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

My  scouts  have  just  reported  that  the  euemy  retired  last  night  to 
New  Eiver  bridge.  They  found  their  pickets  this  morning  about  half  a 
mile  this  side  of  the  bridge.  They  say  that  no  wagons  or  artillery  had 
been  along  the  road,  and  they  could  see  none;  thought  a few  ambu- 
lances had  come  out;  say  but  few  cavalry  along,  as  but  little  sign  of 
horses  was  found.  The  picket  is  at  the  head  of  the  Fording  Island 
road  to-night,  sixteen  miles  from  here. 

Very  respectfully 

C.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonely  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Iverson’s  Division, 

January  6,  1865. 


Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Wheelerh  Corps: 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  up  to  this  time  I have 
received  no  additional  intelligence  from  my  picket-lines  to  what  I sent 
you  at  10.15  last  night.  Reliable  scouts  have  been  sent  to  locate  the 
enemy,  determine  his  strength,  &c.  I would  suggest  that  if  my 
courier-line  is  pressed  away  from  Sister’s  Ferry  and  I am  compelled  to 
fall  back,  that  yon  send  foot  scouts  across  the  river,  as  I shall  find  it 
difficult  to  communicate  rapidly  with  you.  No  report  from  west  of 
Ogeechee  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I . 


Picket-Post  on  the  River  Road, 

Ehenezer  Grech,  January  6,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

Colonel  : The  scout  of  Pine  Bluff  reports  that  the  enemy  moved 
back  late  yesterday  evening.  I will  have  to  go  to  Springfield  before  I 
can  cross  the  creek.  They  were  reported  to  be  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  yesterday. 

W.  W.  YOUNG, 
Lieutenant,  Commandmg  Scotif. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division  Cavalry, 

Grahamville,  January  6,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Wheeler^ s Corps: 
Lieutenant:  Colonel  McLemore,  of  General  Dibrell’s  command, 
who  occupied  the  advance  position  toward  the  enemy  from  four  miles 
from  Grahamville,  has  just  arrived  here  and  reports  that  he  sent  a 
scout  from  his  coininand  at  daylight  to  find  the  enemy,  and  that  up  to 
this  time  they  have  not  returned.  I therefore  infer  that  the  enemy  are 
not  advancing. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Springfield,  Ga.,  January  6^  1865. 

[Gol.  M.  W.  Hannon:] 

Colonel  : I have  delayed  dispatching  to  you  until  now  (12  m.)  for 
the  purpose  of  getting,  if  possible,  definite  information  as  to  the  enemy’s 
movements  in  this  direction.  I have  no  information  of  their  advance 
on  the  right  of  this  post  except  for  forage  and  wood.  In  front  and  on 
the  left  (Augusta  road)  they  made  their  appearance  in  small  force,  but 
scouts  say  they  have  returned,  and  that  they,  too,  were  only  protecting 
wagons  after  forage,  &c.  Captain  Moncrief  reports  no  Yankees  on  the 
right,  this  side  of  the  canal.  I have  no  information  relative  to  a boat 
on  the  river.  Have  sent  several  scouts  in  that  direction.  Will  let  you 
know  as  soon  as  they  are  heard  from.  The  scouts  that  have  reported 
here  since  my  arrival  have  no  idea  the  enemy  is  advancing  except  for 
purposes  above  stated.  I will  know  definitely  this  afternoon  and  will 
let  you  know. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

MADISON  BELL, 

Captain, 

P.  S. — Captain  Moncrief  was  on  the  scout  himself  yesterday,  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  dispatch  sent  you  last  night.  He  was  in  one  mile 
of  the  canal,  which  is  only  nine  miles  from  Savannah.  Since  writing 
the  above  Lieutenant  Long  has  come  in  from  the  river  road  past 
Ebenezer,  and  says  the  enemy  was  shooting  across  the  creek  at  that 
post  yesterday,  but  that  they  returned  last  night. 

M.  BELL, 

Captain. 


Kichmond,  Va.,  January  7,  1865. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston.  S.  C. : 

Inform  me  of  your  position  and  ifians,  what  re-enforcements  you 
expect  from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  Conner’s  brigade,  from  Lee’s 
army,  is  en  route  to  aid  you.  Have  you  heard  from  Hood,  as  to  sending 
troops  to  Augusta? 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  7,  1865. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston.,  8.  C. : 

You  will  give  special  attention  to  the  organization  of  the  cavalry  of 
your  command,  so  as  to  promote  divscipline  and  efficiency,  recommend- 
ing si)ecifically  any  action  which  you  desire  to  be  taken  here.  Battal- 
ions should,  as  far  as  consistent,  be  organized  into  regiments,  and  regi- 
ments into  brigades  of  proper  numerical  strength,  attention  being 
given  to  the  prospect  of  recovering  absentees. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Charleston,  January  7,  1865.  (Received  5 o’clock.) 
General  S.  Cooper: 

We  had  information  some  days  ago  that  the  enemy  were  sending 
troops  in  transports  down  the  river  from  Savannah.  Confederate  sur- 
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geoiis  sent  in  our  lines  report  troops  passing  Hilton  Head  in  trans- 
ports en  route  to  Beaufort,  said  to  be  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
Wheeler  reports  that  the  enemy  have  retreated  from  the  Grahamville 
front  to  New  Kiver  bridge;  the  force  was  infantry  and  not  large. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  5.  \ Richmond.,  January  7,  1865. 

# * # * # * * 

X.  Maj.  Jesse  J.  Bradford,  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  Reserves  of  Georgia,  and  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 
commanding,  &c. 

******* 

XVIIT.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Law,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

* * * * * # # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

A ssistant  A djuta^it-  Gen  era  1. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  West, 

No.  — . ) January  7,  1865. 

Post  commandants,  provost-marshals,  and  enrolling  officers  on  duty 
in  the  military  division  will  not  permit  to  pass  within  its  limits  officers 
and  men  on  leave  or  furlough,  or  scouting  parties  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry, 
unless  their  leave  or  furlough  detailing  the  scouting  parties  is  approved 
by  Major-General  Wheeler  or  his  commanding  officer.  Such  parties 
will  be  arrested  and  returned  to  their  commands,  and  the  names  of 
subordinate  commanders  granting  leaves  or  furloughs  or  ordering  such 
details  will  be  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  at  Montgomery,  Ala. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 

A sfiistant  A djntant- General. 


(hiARLESTON,  January  7,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

The  refusal  to  receive  the  flag  of  truce  at  Coosawhatchie  is  ajiiiroved. 
Flags  will  be  received  as  heretofore  at  Port  Royal  Ferry. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  A dJntanf-General. 


[January  7,  1805. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  relating  to  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1117.] 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Grahamvilley  January  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Cornmandinfjj  d^c.,  Focotaliyo : 

General:  If  the  Seventeenth  Corps  advances  upon  you  you  will,  of 
course,  have  to  fall  back.  Will  you  please  advise  me  soon  as  you  make 
any  move  from  the  Coosawhatchie.  In  that  event  I [will  have]  to 
extend  my  line  [to]  the  Oombahee;  but  that  will  necessitate  the  with- 
drawing of  my  line  also,  which  will  then  extend,  say,  from  McPherson- 
ville  to  Robertsville.  Do  you  think  this  will  answer?  If  no  more 
trains  come  up  I will  have  to  supply  my  command  from  the  country. 
This  will  cause  us  to  suffer  very  much;  but,  of  course,  we  shall  have  to 
do  the  best  we  can. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- Qe7ieral. 


. Richmond,  Va.,  January  7,  1865. 

Surgeon-General  Gibbes, 

Charleston.,  8.  C.  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  My  love  for  your  State  is  equal  to  the  hate 
our  enemy  bears  it.  The  subject  of  your  request  has  my  constant  care. 
You  know  what  has  been  done.  If  it  be  possible  to  do  more,  the  will 
is  not  wanting. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  8,  1865 — 12  m. 
His  Excellency  the  President: 

Your  cipher  telegram  of  the  7th  received  to-day.  I am  holding  the 
line  of  railroad  from  the  Savannah  Liver  to  this  place.  The  principal 
force  on  this  line  is  at  Pocotaligo,  under  Major-General  McLaws,  who 
when  compelled  to  retire  will  take  up  the  line  of  the  Combahee,  which 
I am  actively  engaged  in  fortifying.  Major-General  Wright’s  division 
is  stationed  in  the  Fourth  Sub-District  principally  to  protect  the 
approaches  from  John’s  Island  to  the  lower  Combahee,  inclusive. 
Brigadier-General  Taliaferro’s  division  is  distributed  in  the  Second  and 
Third  Sub-Districts,  principally  on  James  and  Sullivan’s  Islands  and 
in  Christ  Church  Parish.  Conner’s  brigade  wlien  it  arrives  will  be 
stationed  near  Charleston,  whence  it  can  re-enforce  the  Second,  Third, 
or  Fourth  Sub-Districts.  I have  armed  the  heavy  artillery  as  infan- 
try, brigaded  the  entire  command,  and  hojie  soon  to  provide  it  with  field 
transiiortation.  Of  the  force  above  mentioned,  McLaws’ is  the  only 
command  I regard  as  movable.  The  remainder  is  needed  for  the  defense 
of  Charleston.  I am  acting  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  unless  heavily 
re  enforced  must  continue  to  do  so.  In  case  of  a movement  u])on 
Charleston  similar  to  that  on  Savannah,  a movable  force  of  15,000 
additional  men  operating  outside  of  the  city  defenses  will  be  required 
to  oppose  the  enemy.  If  this  force  cannot  be  furnished,  5,000  regular 
troo[)S  will  still  be  required  for  the  present  defensive  line.  Governor 
Magrath  promises  to  put  in  the  field  5,000  militia,  but  I much  question 
his  ability  to  do  so.  I have  reijuested  him  to  ])lace  1,500  militia  at  Barn- 
well, and  a like  number  at  Branch ville,  wliich  with  Wheeler’s  cavalry 
will  make  the  railroad  from  Augusta  to  Branch  ville  secure.  1 have  no 
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reason  to  expect  re- enforcements  from  Georgia  other  than  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
W.  Smith’s  force  of  militia,  now  at  Augusta,  which  is  rapidly  diminish- 
ing by  desertion,  and  numbers  less  than  1,500  muskets.  I have  no 
information  whatever  from  Hood,  and  have  no  reason  to  expect  re-en- 
forcements from  that  quarter.  My  effective  force  in  Carolina,  exclusive 
of'  Conner’s  brigade,  is  as  follows : 3,500  regular  infantry,  3,000  reserves, 
1,100  militia,  3,100  heavy  artillerists,  1,700  light  artillery,  and  6,100 
cavalry. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston.;  8.  C.,  January  8^  1865. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond;  Va.: 

Wheeler’s  cavalry  has  been  reorganized  under  my  direct  supervision, 
and  now  consists  of  three  divisions  and  eight  brigades.  It  is  a well 
organized  and  efficient  body.  The  reports  of  its  disorganization  and 
demoralization  are  without  foundation,  and  the  depredations  ascribed 
to  his  command  can  generally  be  traced  to  bands  of  marauders  claim- 
ing to  belong  to  it.  1 know  of  nothing  at  present  to  add  to  its  effect- 
iveness except  the  promotion  of  Brigadier-General  Allen  to  major- 
general,  and  of  Colonel  Dibrell  to  brigadier-general,  for  which  recom- 
mendations have  been  sent  on. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant  General. 


Charleston,  January  8,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  D.  H.  Hill  has  probably  already  reported  for  duty  with  the 
Army  of  Tennessee. 

If  I might  be  allowed  the  suggestion,  I would  say  that  since  the  loss 
of  general  officers  in  that  army  he  is  jirobably  more  needed  there  than 
here. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Ijieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Anderson’s  Command, 

McKenzie\S;  January  5,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with 
orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  and  General  Anderson,  I 
carried  the  dispatches  yesterday  from  the  major-general  commanding 
and  delivered  them  to  Captain  Audenried,  U.  S.  Array,  bearer  of  the 
Federal  flag  of  truce.  Captain  Audenried  had  left  Hardeeville  before 
I arrived  there,  and  I followed  him  on  the  road  to  Screven’s  Ferry 
until  I reached  the  advance  picket-post  of  the  enemy,  about  one  mile 
this  side  of  Cheves’  house  and  about  live  miles  from  Screven’s  Ferry. 
There  were  no  indications  of  any  large  bodies  of  men  having  moved 
beyond  their  present  position.  The  trees  felled  by  us  remain  undis- 
turbed, and  certainly  no  wagons  or  artillery  have  come  nearer  than 
Mrs.  Fitz’s  bouse  (about  two  miles).  The  bridge  over  New  Eiver  has 
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not  been  disturbed  or  rebuilt.  The  picket  was  from  an  Illinois  regiment 
in  Dustin’s  brigade,  W ard’s  division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps,  or,  as  they 
expressed  it,  First  [Second]  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Tw  entieth  Corps. 
I inferred  from  all  1 saw,  and  all  I could  glean  from  the  conversations 
of  officers  and  men,  that  there  w^as  certainly  one  brigade,  and  probably 
two  brigades,  of  infantry  on  this  bank  of  Savannah  River.  There  was 
nothing  to  show  that  cavalry  had  at  any  time  been  on  this  bank.  I 
think  they  have  the  position  at  Cheves’  house  fortihed.  Captain 
Audeuried  said  that  General  Sherman  was  anxious  to  commence  send- 
ing out  the  citizens  Monday  (tomorrow)  or ‘at  a very  early  day.  I 
inclose  herewith  receipt  of  Captain  Audenried  for  the  sterling  exchange 
sent  Mrs.  Cheves. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  W.  GORDOIS^, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  9,  1865. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston.!  8.  C.: 

Have  you  cavalry  around  Savannah  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  for- 
aging on  the  surrounding  country'?  If  so,  have  you  a good  commander 
for  it?  If  not,  do  circumstances  permit  you  to  eniidoy  a small  but 
adequate  force  for  that  purpose? 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Montgomery,  January  .9,  1895. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Su[)posing  General  Hill  reported  for  general  assignment,  he  w^as 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Hood,  who  has  lost  many  general  officers 
killed,  wounded,  or  captured.  General  Hill  is  now  here.  Shall  he 
return  to  Charleston? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Charleston,  January  10, 1865. 

(Received  lltli.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Your  telegram  of  the  9th  received.  1 telegraphed  you  on  the  8th  that 
Major-General  Hill  had  been  sent  by  General  Beauregard  to  the  Army 
of  Tennessee.  Brigadier-General  Ripley  was  also  ordered  by  General 
Beauregard  to  report  for  duty  to  General  Hood. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Office  of  Chief  Engineer, 

Dept,  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston,  8.  C.,  January  10,  1865. 

Maj.  William  H.  Echols, 

Chief  Enyineer,  District  of  8outh  Carolina: 

Ma.jor.  The  defense  of  the  Stono  against  a crossing  from  John’s 
Islaqd  is  a matter  of  much  solicitude.  Will  you  please  call  for  an 
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immediate  report  from  the  officer  iu  charge  of  the  force  eagaged  on  this 
work  and  its  progress!  Besides  this,  I wish  yon  to  make  a thorough 
personal  inspection  of  the  defense  and  direct  any  other  work  not  now 
begun  that  in  your  judgment  may  be  required.  The  trees  on  John’s 
Island  within  1,000  yards  of  our  batteries,  or  any  that  would  in  any 
way  conceal  the  movements  of  the  enemy  that  can  be  removed  with  a 
reasonable  amount  of  labor,  should  be  felled.  Field  guns  should  be 
almost  universally  in  embrasure,  the  improved  ordnance  of  the  present 
day  in  the  hands  of  sharpshooters  making  barbette  guns  useless. 
Two  deep  embrasures  for  held  pieces  should  be  cut  immediately  ou 
each* flank  of  Fort  Trenholm.  You  will  please  order  this  at  once,  and 
also  have  a proper  abatis  placed  in  front  of  the  work. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  J.  CLAKKE, 
Colonel  and  Chief  Engineer. 


Charleston,  January  10,  1865. 

(Received  11th.) 


Major-General  Wheeler: 

The  following  telegram  received  from  Major-General  Cobb: 


Scouts  report  enemy  1,000  or  2,000  strong,  with  wagons  and  artillery,  on  Ohoopee 
River,  marching  in  direction  of  Southwestern  Georgia. 


T.  B.  ROY, 

Assista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Military  Div.  of  the  West, 

No.  5.  i January  10,  1865. 

I.  In  pursuance  of  a telegram  from  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s 
Oflice,  Richmond,  Maj.  Gen.  H.  H.  Hill  and  personal  staff'  will  proceed 
to  Charleston  and  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee.  Quarter- 
master’s department  will  furnish  transportation  for  their  horses. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

GEO.  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Selma,  Ala.,  January  11,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Eichmond,  Ya.  : 

Maj.  Gen.  I).  H.  Hill  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral Hardee. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Richmond,  January  11,  1865. 


General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Montgomery,  Ala. : 

Your  assignment  of  Maj.  Gen.  1).  11.  Hill  is  approved. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Eichmond,  \^a.,  January  11,  1865. 
Cxeiieral  W.  J.  Hardee,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Yours  of  the  8th  instaut  received.  Your  plan  seems  to  me  judicious 
and  I hope  may,  with  Divine  favor,  prove  successful.  General  Beau- 
regard is  probably  by  this  time  at  Hood’s  headquarters,  and  if  troops 
have  not  already  started  to  aid  you  he  will,  I am  assured,  make  every 
exertion  to  re-enforce  you  from  that  army  as  rapidly  as  possible.  You 
must  use  all  means  to  obtain  men  from  Georgia,  either  reserves,  mili-. 
tia,  or  recruits.  General  Cobb  can  more  effectually  aid  you  by  having 
his  headquarters  at  Augusta.  If  your  relations  to  Governor  Brown 
enable  you  to  influence  him  that  is  the  means  to  be  emploved. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


[January  11,  3865. — For  Hardee  to  Davis,  reporting  operations,  see 
Part  I,  p.  1067.] 


Selma,  Ala.,  January  11,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Charleston,  >S.  C. : 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  If  not 
otherwise  needed  he  might  be  assigned  to  command  of  the  District  of 
Augusta.  There  is  a large  amount  of  cotton  in  Augusta.  It  should 
be  properly  disposed  of. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Ad.jt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  8.  ( Eiehmond,  Va.,  January  11,  1865. 

* # * * ^ # # 

XI.  Ten  of  the  eleven  companies  composing  the  organization  known 
in  the  Army  of  Tennessee  as  the  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry  (formed 
upon  the  basis  of  the  Twenty-third  Georgia  Battalion)  will  constitute 
the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Georgia  Cavalry,  to  take  effect  from  the  SOtli  of 
January,  I8G3,  the  date  of  the  organization  effected  under  the  orders 
of  General  Bragg.  The  eleventh  company  will  be  the  subject  of  assign- 
ment to  some  Georgia  battalion  oi*  other  organization  to  be  designated 
hereafter. 

*****-*  # 

JXO.  W.  EIELY, 

Assist  a nt  A djuta  n t-  Genera  1. 


Special  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  6.  \ Charleston,  S.  C.,  flannary  11,  1865. 

*-  -*  # # # # 

11.  On  the  arrival  of  Brigadier-General  Browne’s  brigade  in  Augusta 
tlie  oi)eratives  of  the  Athens  factory,  Georgia  and  Princeton  factories 
will  report  to  Maj.  G.  AY.  Cunningham  for  return  to  their  estaVflish- 
ments. 

* # # •?  # * * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Haidec.: 

11.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assist((nt  A djiitant-General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  0.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  9.  ) Charleston^  S.  6’.,  January  11,  1865: 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  Jones,  having  been  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  District  of  Florida,  by  orders  from  the  War  Department,  is 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  District  of  South  Carolina,  and  will  proceed 
to  take  charge  of  his  new  command. 

**###** 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Grahamvtlle,  January  11,  18C5. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Annies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

General:  Among  other  things  to  which  1 feel  it  my  duty  to  call 
your  attention  is  the  following:  In  recommending  officers  for  promotion 
to  rank  of  major-general,  I did  not  recommend  Brigadier-General  Fergu- 
son, who  is  the  third  ranking  brigadier-general  of  my  command,  because 
I thought  others  were  much  more  competent,  and,  in  fact,  I felt  certain 
he  was  not  competent.  General  Ferguson  once  served  upon  General 
Beauregard’s  staff,  and  I am  inclined  to  think  from  what  General  Beau 
regard’s  staff  say  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  have  him  i)romoted. 
General  Ferguson  was  transferred  to  my  command  because  General 
Jackson  could  not  get  along  with  him.  Last  spring  General  Ferguson 
had  a brigade  of  over  1,500  men,  and  was  then  serving  under  General 
Jackson.  About  two  months  since  he  reported  to  me.  His  first  report 
showed  that  his  brigade  had  dwindled  down  to  547  effective  total, 
while  he  had  over  3,400  names  on  his  rolls.  I have  succeeded  in  bet- 
tering its  condition  somewhat,  and  if  he  stays  with  me  I will  make  it 
full  and  keep  it  full.  General  Ferguson  had  another  brigade  under  his 
command  last  fall,  which  went  almost  to  pieces  while  under  his  com 
maud.  This  officer  General  Beauregard’s  staff  hold  up  as  a model 
of  a cavalry  officer,  while  if  General  Beauregard’s  orders  were  strictly 
carried  out  he  would  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  army  for  ineffi- 
ciency. I will  here  state  that  I made  strong  objections  to  having  Gen- 
eral Ferguson  transferred  to  my  command,  as  he  was  always  abusing 
General  Jackson,  and  I felt  he  would  adopt  the  same  course  with  me. 
I feared  this  particularly,  as  it  is  the  almost  universal  custom  of  neg- 
lectful officers  to  decry  their  commanders.  I gave  General  Jackson 
another  good  brigade  in  exchange.  1 am  happy  to  state  that  the 
charges  against  my  command  for  depredations  are  untrue,  and  I have 
proofs  in  my  possession  to  show  that  they  are  untrue.  I have  made  two 
written  applications  to  General  Hardee  to  appoint  a board  of  officers  to 
investigate  the  charges,  but  as  yet  the  board  has  not  been  appointed. 
Colonel  Roman,  of  General  Beauregard’s  staff,  is  now  inspecting  my 
command.  It  presents  a very  creditable  appearance,  considering  the 
rapid  marches  and  privations  it  has  endured.  Generals  Allen  and 
Humes  have  been  doing  their  duty  well  during  the  year,  and  I have 
recommended  them  as  most  worthy  of  promotion.  As  stated  in  a 
former  letter,  my  command  is  stronger  now  than  it  was  before  the  cam- 
paign commenced  last  May. 

With  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend. 

J.  WHEiELER. 
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Bulloch  County,  Ga.,  January  11, 1865 — 5 p.  m. 

Sir:  The  enemy  have  all  left  Tatiiall  and  have  gone  back  to  Savan- 
nah. They  made  two  attempts  to  cross  the  Caniionchee  and  failed. 
From  the  best  information  the  enemy  has  nil  gone  to  Savannah  and 
intends  to  make  the  Ogeechee  their  picket-line.  There  is  no  enemy 
near  here.  No  other  news  of  importance. 

J.  W.  McCAUS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Scouts. 


Richmond,  January  11,  1865. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon ^ Ga. : 

It  is  thought  best  that  your  headquarters  should  be  at  Augusta? 
heretofore  the  place  at  which  the  conscript  service  has  been  adminis- 
tered, and  whence  the  commandant  of  conscripts  has  been  withdrawn 
for  service  in  the  field.  As  the  point  in  Georgia  now  most  immediately 
threatened,  your  presence  and  command  may  serve  to  collect  there 
a larger  number  of  the  reserve  forces.  You  will  therefore  establish 
vourself  there  with  all  practicable  dispatch. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  January  IJ  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Roy, 

A ssi Stan  t A dju  ta  nt-  Genera  I : 

Colonel:  During  the  time  of  Sherman’s  advance,  the  line  of  com- 
munication with  department  headquarters  being  cut,  I thought  it 
proper  to  send  my  communications  directly  to  Richmond.  I herewith 
inclose  copies  of  such  communications  for  the  information  of  the  lieu- 
tenant-general commanding,  with  the  hope  that  the  course  taken  will 
meet  his  approbation. 

1 have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  the  Live  Oak  connection  has  been 
delayed  by  the  sinking  of  the  temporary  work  across  the  Suwanee, 
but  that  the  bridge  is  completed,  and  the  road  will  be  finished  in 
twenty  dcys.  I have  continued  the  construction  of  this  road  in  order 
to  save  the  iron  and  rolling-stock  of  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf 
road  to  the  Confederacy.  You  will  find  an  explanation  of  the  design 
in  the  incl(;sed  letter  to  General  Cooper.* 

At  a meeting  of  the  directory  of  the  Savannalj,  Albany  and  Gulf 
road  they  directed  the  president  to  take  up  this  road  from  the  Alta- 
maha  River  to  the  Live  Oak  connection,  at  Lawton,  and  the  laying  of 
this  iron  from  Tbomasville  to  Bainbridge  or  to  Albany.  From  Thomas- 
ville  to  Bainbridge  the  road  bed,  thirty-seven  miles  long,  is  graded, 
and  the  iron  could  be  laid  in  three  months.  The  Live  Oak  road  is  too 
near  the  sea  board,  however,  to  be  safej  and  if  the  Florida  roads  are 
to  be  connected  with  this  line  a new  road  should  be  built  from  Monti- 
cello  to  Thomasville,  twenty-one  miles.  You  will  see,  also,  from  the 
letter  to  General  Cooper,  the  proposed  extension  from  Quincy  to 
Api)alaga,  on  the  Chattahoochee.  This  last  has  been  laid  before  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  Mr.  Hilton,  and  is  also  approved  by  the  governor 
of  Florida. 


See  January  2,  p.  983. 
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If  aDy  of  these  plans  are  to  be  carried  out  prompt  action  is  necessary, 
and  with  a view  to  this  I am  hurrying’  the  conscription  of  the  negroes 
for  the  engineer  corps  of  this  State.  Under  the  late  legislature  we 
shall  probably  get  1,000.  In  order  to  establish  telegraph  communi- 
cation from  here  to  the  forces  on  the  Altamaha  River  I shall  send 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Beard  to  get  the  wire  necessary,  if  possible,  beyond 
that  river.  Twenty-five  miles  of  wire  is  necessary  to  make  the  con- 
nection. In  the  meantime  I have  established  a line  of  couriers  from 
Madison  to  Quitman. 

My  information  is  that  the  enemy  do  not  amount  to  more  than  700  at 
Jacksonville,  mostly  blacks,  and  half  as  many  more  at  Saint  Augustine. 
They  do  not  come  out  on  this  side  of  the  Saint  John’s  River.  Two  scouts 
between  Jacksonville  and  Saint  Augustine  captured  Colonel  Koble,  Sev- 
enteenth Connecticut  Infantry,  commanding  at  Saint  Augustine,  and  a 
Lieutenant  Rice,  assistant  lU’ovost-marshal  at  Jacksonville.  The  pris 
oners  were  forwarded  to  Columbus.  During  my  command  here  Talla- 
hassee and  Marianna  have  been  fortified,  and  such  other  fortifications 
as  are  considered  necessary  are  in  course  of  construction.  As  our  line 
of  supplies  is  now  by  the  Chattahoochee,  I have  put  100  hands  on 
the  road  from  Chattahoochee  to  Quincy  to  put  it  in  order.  1 am 
using  my  best  efforts  to  discipline  the  troops  of  this  command,  but  the 
extent  of  territory  and  the  large  amount  of  guard  duty  and  coast  to  be 
defended,  prevent  the  concentration  so  necessary  to  discipline.  In 
order  to  effect  this  concentration  I have  called  on  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Milton  for  militia  to  do  guard  duty  at  posts. 

With  the  hope  that  these  measures  will  be  found  judicious  by  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding,  I am,  colonel,  &c., 

W.  MILLER, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  9.  ( Richmond,  January  12,  1865. 

#***#*# 

VIII.  Cai)t.  J.  H.  Pearce,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  with  General  Henry  A.  Wise’s  brigade,  and  is 
assigned  to  duty  with  R.  H.  Anderson’s  cavalry  brigade.  Department 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 

* * * * * # # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Military  Div.  of  the  West, 

No.  — . ) Montgomery,  January  12,  1865. 

I.  In  ])ursuance  to  a telegram  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral’s Office,  Richmond,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  will  repair  to  Charleston 
and  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  for  assignment. 

#*#***  # 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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(Charleston,  January  12^  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler  ; 

Have  you  made  preparations  tliat  will  enable  you  to  cross  promptly 
a portion  of  your  command  into  Georgia,  if  necessary  ? 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


January  12,  1805. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee: 

The  report  from  General  Cobb  and  all  the  other  sensational  reports 
which  appear  to  prevail  in  G eorgia,  regarding  enemy,  are  incorrect.  My 
dispositions  are  such  that  enemy  in  Savannah  cannot  make  any  inland 
movement  without  my  knowledge. 


5.  WHEELEE, 


Major-General. 


Special  Orders,  \ Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  10.  i Richmond^  January  13,  1865. 

I.  Col.  C.  T.  Goode,  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  Eeserves  of  Georgia,  and  will  report  to  Maj.  (Jen.  Howell  Cobb, 
commanding,  &c.,  Macon,  Ga. 

# # * # * * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Grahamville,  January  13,  1865. 

Commanding  officers  in  procuring  forage  in  this  section  will  see  that 
five  bushels  corn  for  each  person  dependent  upon  it  is  left  each  family, 
and  that  no  milch  cows  are  taken. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Wheeler: 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

Aeting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Graha^nmlle,  8.  €.,  January  13,  1865. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Grigsby, 

Chief  of  8taff,  Wheelers  Corps : 

Major-General  Wheeler,  from  his  indorsement,  I think  is  laboring 
under  a misapprehension  as  to  the  guns  alluded  to  by  Captain  Kana- 
paux.  They  are  two  32-pounder  columbiads  at  Dawson’s  Bluff,  one  or 
one  mile  and  a half  above  Colonel  Breckinriflge^s  fortifications,  and 
after  the  enemy  dismounted  one  of  them  Captain  Kanapaux  sent  a 
detachment  from  his  battery  at  Bee  Creek  to  move  the  other  gun  in 
case  the  enemy  attempted  to  land  at  DawsoiTs  Bluff'. 

Ca]>tain  Kanajiaux  is  commanding  a battery  of  light  artillery,  one 
section  of  which  is  at  Bee  Creek  and  the  other  at  Honey  Hill,  and  three 
guns  are  absolutely  necessary  at  each  place.  The  heavy  guns  can  be 
removed  after  night,  but  it  will  be  hard  to  do  it.  One  of  the  carriages 
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was  broken  by  the  enemy’s  battery,  which  is  in  good  range  of  the  works. 
I will  await  further  orders  before  sending  any  order  to  Captain  Kana- 
paux  or  Colonel  Breckinridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 

Commandmg^  cPc. 


Camp  First  Georgia  Eegulars, 

January  13,  1865, 

Capt.  Thomas  Burdell, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad/jut  ant- General,  Fiser'^s  Brigade  : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  a verbal  order  received 
yesterday  from  Major-General  McLaws,  to  make  the  following  report  of 
a reconnaissance  made  by  myself  for  a line  of  intrenchment: 

The  major-general  designated  two  points  to  me,  one  to  be  made 
the  right,  the  other  the  left  of  the  line.  Between  these  two  points  I 
find  that  two  lines  can  be  obtained:  One,  about  a mile  and  a quarter  in 
length,  runs  through  the  field  in  front  of  the  Brampton  house;  on 
reaching  the  road  crossing  the  swamp  near  the  Martin  house  it  deflects 
to  a course  nearly  parallel  to  the  railroad,  running  in  its  present  course 
through  an  old  field  and  following  the  crest  of  the  hill  until  it  enters 
the  woods  again,  which  it  does  about  half  a mile  from  the  point  desig- 
nated by  General  McLaws  as  the  right  of  the  line.  This  line  1 con- 
sider, though  the  loiigest,  as  the  best  adapted  for  defense;  the  other 
line  is  shorter  by  a good  deal,  not  being  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  in  length,  but  it  is  very  objectionable  on  account  of  the  very  heavy 
amount  of  timber  to  be  felled.  To  perform  the  work  on  either  line 
would  require  about  200  spades,  30  axes,  and  a force  of  500  men.  1 
have  to  add  that  as  yet  I have  received  no  order  from  brigade  or 
division  headquarters  assigning  me  to  engineer  duty.  If  I am  con- 
tinued in  this  service  I would  respectfully  ask  that  such  an  order  be 
issued. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  WYLLY. 


[January  14,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Davis,  reporting  operations,  see 
Part  I,  p.  1068.] 


Wilmington,  January  14,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

The  enemy  has  resumed  his  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  by  large  fleet  and 
land  force.  My  troops,  now  in  your  department,  are  mucli  needed — 
Fiftieth  Kegiment  and  Tenth  Battalion  North  Carolina  Troops  and  Sho- 
ber’s  regiment  of  Eeserves.  The  latter  cannot  be  legally  kept  out  of  its 
State  after  the  20th  of  Januarv. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Charleston,  January  14,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

If  possible,  hold  on  to  your  position  at  Pocotaligo.  General  Walker 
at  the  same  position  defeated  a large  force  with  200  or  300  men.  1 have 
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ordered  Conner’s  brigade  to  re-enforce  yon.  I shall  order  Wheeler  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  Hank.  I shall  leave  here  in  the  morning  to  join 
you. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  I860. 

Capt.  P.  N.  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  inspec- 
tion of  batteries : 

Battery  Geddes. — Earth- work  revetted;  in  fine  order;  has  openings 
for  five  guns;  but  two  mounted,  one  32,  rifled  and  banded,  and  one  24, 
smooth  bore.  The  32-ponnder  has  no  ammunition  and  no  implements. 
The  24-ponnder  has  twenty-three  round  shot,  nine  canister,  and  two 
stand  of  grape;  a new  sponge  is  wanted.  The  magazine  is  quite  dry 
and  in  good  order,  except  that  the  outer  door  is  down.  It  is  manned  by 
a detachment  of  fourteen  men  and  one  lieutenant.  The  lieutenant  now 
in  command  is  sick  and  goes  to  hospital  to-day.  The  men  are  in  good 
health,  well  clad,  armed  with  rifles,  have  iiroper  accouterments,  and 
about  thirty-five  rounds  of  cartridges. 

Battery  Hayne. — Earth- work  revetted;  in  tolerable  order ; has  three 
guns  mounted,  one  32-pounder,  rifled  and  banded,  without  implements 
or  ammunition;  two  24-pounders,  rifled,  eighty-eight  shell,  eighteen 
grape,  twenty  canister.  Have  rammers,  sponges,  and  handspikes, 
but  sponges  worn  out.  Smaller  implements,  such  as  pouches,  thumb- 
stalls,  &c.,  are  wanting.  Garrison,  fourteen  men,  armed  with  rifles, 
accouterments  complete,  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Battery  Wilkes. — Earth-work  revetted,  with  two  guns  mounted  in 
main  work,  having  also  flank  works  for  one  gun  each.  One  of  tlie  guns 
is  a 32-pounder,  rifled  and  banded.  It  is  without  implements  or  ammu- 
nition. The  other  is  a 24-pounder,  smooth-bore,  with  fifty  round  shot, 
twenty  stand  of  grape,  and  forty-niiie  canister.  The  friction-primers 
are  so  large  that  they  cannot  be  used.  There  are  no  implements  except 
handspikes  and  rammer.  The  hub  of  one  wheel  is  rotten.  Magazine 
in  good  order.  Garrison  consists  of  eight  men  and  one  corporal. 

Overfloic  Battery.^  No.  1. — Earth- work  without  embrasures  or  trav- 
erses. Has  two  guns  mounted,  one  32-pounder,  smooth-bore,  and  one 
24-pounder,  smooth;  have  140  cartridges;  no  projectiles  for  the  32- 
pounder;  twelve  shells  for  the  24-pounder.  Have  rammers  and  hand- 
spikes, but  no  small  implements,  such  as  pouches,  thumb  stalls,  &c. 
Garrison,  one  sergeant,  one  corporal,  and  ten  men. 

Overfloiv  Battery^  No.  2. — Earth-work  without  embrasures  and  trav- 
erses. Has  three  guns,  two  24-pounders  and  one  12-pounder,  all  smooth- 
bore; 208  cartridges  for  24-pounder,  58  cartridges  for  12-pounder,  30 
shell,  114  grape,  124  canister  for  24-pounder,  and  79  shot,  53  canis- 
ter, 50  shot  for  12-])ounder.  There  are  a feAv  handspikes,  rammers, 
and  a sponge,  but  all  other  imiilements  are  wanting.  Garrison  consists 
of  fifteen  men. 

Battery  Maywood. — Earth-work  without  embrasures  or  traverses. 
The  platforms  (two)  are  partially  destroyed,  otherwise  the  work  is  in 
good  order.  The  wood  opposite  the  battery  is  not  more  than  150  yards 
distant,  consisting  ot  swamp  trees  and  iiines,  and  would  enable  the 
enemy’s  marl^snien  to  silence  the  battery.  No  garrison  or  guns. 
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Battery  Gaillard. — Earth-work  without  embrasurevS  or  traverses.  In 
good  order.  The  wood  to  the  left  and  front  of  this  work  also  is  too 
near.  It  is  without  garrison  or  guns. 

Battery  Mites. — Earth-work  without  embrasures  or  traverses.  It  is 
in  good  order.  Wood  to  the  right  and  front  is  not  more  than  200  yards 
distant.  Ko  garrison  and  no  guns. 

Battery  Toomer. — Earth-work  without  embrasures  or  traverses.  It  is 
in  good  order  but  without  garrison  or  guns. 

Battery  Bull. — Earth  work  in  good  order,  without  embrasures  or 
traverses.  This  is  quite  a formidable  work,  but  there  is  a small  ])iue 
wood  to  the  left  and  front,  less  than  100  yards  distant.  The  wood  in 
front  also  is  rather  too  near.  There  is  no  garrison  and  no  guns.  There 
is  swamp  covered  with  water  along  the  whole  of  this  line,  but  most  of 
the  water  could  be  let  oh  by  the  enemy  by  cutting  the  cross  dams;  still 
the  grounds  would  be  boggy  aiad  difficult.  I would  suggest  that  the 
wood  in  front  all  these  batteries,  from  Battery  Maywood  to  Battery 
Bull,  be  immediately  cut  down,  and  should  time  permit  that  rifle  pits 
be  dug  between  the  batteries. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BURNET  RHETT, 

Major  and  Tnsp.  of  Arty.,  2d  and  3d  Suh-Military  Bists.,  8.  C. 


OoosAWHATCHiE,  January  14,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Enemy  have  negro  pickets  in  my  front  this  morning  where  they  have 
heretofore  put  white  men. 

GEO.  P.  HARRISON,  Jr., 

Colonelj  Commanding . 


Green  Pond,  January  14 ^ 1865. 

General  McLaws  : 

What  are  the  enemy’s  movements  to-day*?  Have  just  returned  from 
Combahee  Ferry.  The  enemy  advanced  in  considerable  force' of  infan- 
try about  noon  to  Avithin  two  miles  and  a half  of  the  bridge;  they  have 
now  returned  to  their  former  position  near  Garden’s  Corners.  Answer 
at  Adams’  Run. 

A.  R.  WRIGHT, 

Alajor- General. 


Horspa  Bridge,  January  14,  1865 — 6.15  a.  m, 
Oapt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : As  I have  only  150  men  to  su])port  my  artillery  and  I may 
have  to  fall  back,  I would  suggest  that  a battery  of  artillery  be  placed 
in  the  Acork  on  the  Union  road  near  Dr.  J.  Gregorie’s  place.  In  case 
it  should  become  necessary  for  you  to  evacuate  Pocotaligo  and  fall 
back,  do  inform  me  in  time  for  me  to  retire  by  a lower  road. 

Respectfully, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel.)  Commanding. 
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Horspa  Bridge,  January  14^  1865 — 9,30  a.  m. 
Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

We  have  checked  thus  far  skirmishing.  Now  his  advance  has 
appeared  in  front  of  the  bridge.  Take  care  of  our  rear  and  we  will 
try  to  hold  the  position  as  long  as  the  general  wishes. 

0.  J.  COLOOOK, 

Colonel,  Commayiding, 


Horspa  Bridge,  January  14,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain;  Lieutenant  Eoberds,  whom  I stationed  at  Page’s  Point, 
reports  the  enemy  still  crossing  at  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  on  a pontoon 
bridge,  with  wagons  and  artillery,  crossing  in  heavy  numbers.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  they  have  been  continuously  crossing  since  last  night. 
The  enemy  are  making  a serious  demonstration  on  my  left  about  Shel- 
don Church,  where  I have  but  two  small  cavalry  companies  to  meet 
them,  and  the  position  there  is  weak.  We  then  drove  back  their  cav- 
alry, but  their  infantry  is  now  advancing  in  heavy  force.  If  they  pass 
Sheldon  Church  I will  have  to  evacuate  this  position.  There  is  sharp 
musketry  tiring  here  and  there.  They  have  not  opened  with  artillery 
as  yet. 

Eespectfully, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel,  Commanding.' 

The  obstructions  on  the  Union  road  have  been  removed  by  Lieu- 
tenant Johnson’s  section  heavy  artillery.  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 


Junction  of  Stony  Creek  and  Jackson  Eoads, 

January  14,  1865—3.15  p.  m. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  enemy  having  flanked  me  by  the  Sheldon  road  and  driven  in  ray 
cavalry  there,  I am  falling  back  to  Old  Pocotaligo.  'I  could  not  hold 
the  position  at  Stony  Creek  because  the  enemy  were  on  the  other 
road*  also. 

Eespectfully, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Pocotaligo,  January  14,  1865. 

Colonel  Colcock: 

I have  ordered  all  detachments  to  report  to  you,  and  have  been  try- 
ing all  day  to  get  General  Wheeler  to  relieve  tlie  cavalry  upon  the 
line  between  Coosawhatchie  and  Dawson’s  Bluff,  but  for  some  reason 
he  does  not  answer.  Meet  the  flank  movement  with  an  advance  or 
threaten  it,  and  it  may  counteract  it. 

Very  respectfuily, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 
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Colonel  Harrison  reports  that  the  enemy  have  negro  pickets  in  front 
of  their  line  where  there  were  white  men  before.  Perhaps  the  white 
troops  have  been  withdrawn  to  make  this  present  attack.  If  so,  you 
have  but  Foster’s  people  against  you,  and  probably  not  a large  force. 

I have  just  been  notified  by  General  Wheeler  that  your  three  com- 
panies over  there  have  been  ordered  to  be  relieved.  Hope  they  will 
come  soon. 

A full  battery  and  a strong  regiment  of  infantry  are  on  your  left  on 
the  Union  road.  I will  send  word  to  the  officer  there  to  make  a demon- 
stration. 


Grahamville,  S.  G.,  January  14,  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

General  : If  it  is  practicable  I think  it  would  be  a good  plan  for  the 
Government  to  send  a proper  officer,  one  who  is  unprejudiced,  to  inspect 
my  command.  His  report  would  show  to  the  Government  its  true  con- 
dition and  correct  a great  many  wrong  impressions. 

With  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER. 


Grahamville,  January  14,  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

CrENERAL:  I have  just  been  informed  that  the  War  Department  are 
about  to  promote  General  Ferguson  to  major-general  to  command  one 
of  my  divisions.  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  I think  this  would  be  very 
injurious  to  my  command.  General  Ferguson  belonged  to  General 
Jackson’s  command  last  summer,  and  according  to  General  Jackson’s 
statement  was  very  inefficient.  General  Jackson  tried  to  make  him  do 
his  duty  properly,  and  had  him  tried  before  a court-martial  for  neglect 
of  duty.  As  General  Jackson  could  not  get  along  with  him,  it  was 
proposed  to  transfer  him  to  my  command  in  place  of  one  of  my  brigades. 
This  I opposed,  as  I had  suffered  sufficiently  from  such  characters,  but 
at  General  Hood’s  solicitation  I finally  gave  my  consent,  on  condition 
that  Ferguson  was  not  to  interfere  with  my  organization.  I conse- 
quently have  kept  him  detached  as  much  as  possible,  but  have  become 
convinced  that  my  command  is  very  little  strengthened  by  his  being 
with  it.  In  fact,  I would  have  no  objection  to  his  leaving  with  his 
entire  brigade.  To  promote  him,  instead  of  Generals  Humes  and 
Allen,  my  present  division  commanders,  would  have  a worse  effect  upon 
my  command  than  anything  I can  now  think  of.  It  would  be  reward- 
ing bad  conduct  and  uusoldierly  spirit.  General  Ferguson  had,  I am 
informed,  1,700  effective  men  when  he  arrived  at  Rome  last  year,  and 
when  he  reported  to  me  his  report  showed  547  effective  men  and  3,400 
on  the  rolls,  showing  a want  of  care  which  no  command  under  my 
orders  ever  yet  exhibited.  I have  taken  measures  to  get  and  keep  his 
men  in  ranks,  which  is  partially  successliil,  and  will,  I think,  finally 
work  good  results. 

My  associations  with  General  Ferguson  have  always  been  of  the 
most  pleasant  character.  I inention  this  to  assure  you  that  there  is 
nothing  ])ersonal  in  this  matter.  What  is  stated  in  this  letter  can  be 
substantiated  by  all  the  general  officers  in  General  Jackson’s  and  my 
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command.  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  my  command  is  in  good  con- 
dition. Notwithstanding  the  arduous  service  of  the  last  five  mouths 
it  is  in  as  good  condition  as  any  cavalry  in  the  Confederate  service.  If 
I can  have  two  weeks’  rest  I will  have  it  in  better  condition  than  any 
cavalry  in  the  service.  We  are  now  drilling  every  day,  notwithstand- 
ing we  are  picketing  a line  of  200  miles. 

With  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELEK. 


Charleston,  January  14^  1865—9  p.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

If  possible  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  if  he  advances  against  Poco- 
taligo. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


POCOTALIGO,  January  14^  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

The  enemy  advancing  on  my  left  will  necessitate  my  withdrawal 
unless  re-enforced.  Can  you  come  over  and  arrange  for  the  establish- 
ment of  your  new  line  along  by  AlcPhersonville'?  Answer. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General. 


POCOTALIGO,  January  14,  1865. 


Major-General  Wheeler: 

The  forces  at  Coosawhatchie  are  retiring  now. 


L.  McLAWS, 


Major-General. 


PocoTALiGO,  January  14,  1865. 

IMajor-General  Wheeler: 

You  had  better  come  over  with  a division  of  your  cavalry.  The 
enemy  are  driving  everything  in  their  front  and  advancing  rapidly. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Alajor- General. 


Grahamville,  January  14,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

The  three  companies  of  the  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry  have  been 
ordered  relieved.  If  you  retire  my  presence  here  is  actually  necessary 
to  withdraw  my  command  properly.  I send  for  Colonel  Grigsby  imme- 
diately and  will  come  soon  as  1 have  withdrawn  upon  new  line.  Will 
come  at  once,  however,  if  you  direct  it  sooner. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Alajor-General. 


POCOTALIGO,  January  14,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

The  enemy  are  immediately  in  front  here  at  Pocotaligo.  I will  try 
and  withdraw  to-night,  the  movement  commencing  from  tlie  right.  Do 
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not  send  any  cavalry  here;  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  Keep  commu- 
nication open  by  way  of  Broxton’s  Bridge.  The  enemy  have  a bridge 
at  Port  Boyal  Ferry. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General. 


Eichmond^  Ya.,  January  15,  1865. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee^ 

Charleston,  S.  C. : 

You  will  please  confer  with  Commodore  Tucker  as  to  present  employ- 
ment of  the  naval  force  at  Charleston.  I have  this  day  sent  a sugges- 
tion to  him  in  that  connection. 

JEFFK  DAYIS. 


KichmonDj  Ya.,  January  15,  1865. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

Yours  of  yesterday  received.*  I hope  General  Butler’s  division  ot 
cavalry  will  soon  be  with  you.  Have  nothing  from  General  Beaure- 
gard which  enables  me  to  say  when  or  with  what  force  he  will  reach 
you.  I have  called  on  the  governor  of  Georgia,  invoking  his  aid  to 
sustain  you  in  holding  the  line  of  the  Combahee  as  better  for  defense 
than  any  you  can  take  in  the  rear  of  it.  I hope  you  will  be  able  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  to  be  re-enforced  before  he  can 
construct  works  to  operate  against  your  position. 

JEFF’K  DAYIS. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  January  15,  1865. 

Commodore  Tucker, 

Commanding,  Afloat,  Charleston,  S.  C.: 

The  movements  of  Sherman  render  it  important  that  you  should,  if 
practicable,  attack  the  enemy’s  force  off  the  harbor.  I trust  that  you 
can  do  so,  and,  if  successful,  that  you  may  be  able  to  destroy  his  depot 
at  Hilton  Head  and  render  the  most  valuable  aid  to  General  Hardee. 

JEFF’K  DAYIS. 


Salkehatchie  Station, 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad, 

January  15,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Com  m anding  Cava  Iry : 

General:  The  movements  of  the  enemy  indicate  a serious  advance 
either  up  the  Salkehatchie,  by  which,  crossing  the  river  at  Broxton’s 
Bridge  or  higher  up,  they  will  reach  the  railroad  at  Midway,  or  wsome 
other  point  between  Augusta  and  Bianchville,  or,  by  forcing  a passage 
near  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Salkehatchie,  they  will  be  able  either 
to  advance  directly  on  Charleston  or  on  Branchville.  It  is  important 
that  you  should  send  a force  at  once  to’ Broxton’s  Bridge  to  watch  the 
enemy  and  to  oppose  his  progress.  I have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
information  to-day  respecting  the  movements  of  the  enemy  which  is 
satisfactory.  1 have  re-enforced  McLaws  at  this  point  and  have  ordered 
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a brigade  to  Broxton’s  Bridge,  whicli  will  reacli  there,  I hope,  to-mor' 
row.  You  must  protect  the  railroad  with  all  your  force.  1 have  directed 
a telegraph  office  to  be  opened  at  Midway,  Take  charge  of  Colcock^s 
cavalry  aud  see  that  it  fights.  I fear  that  it  did  not  win  any  laurels 
yesterday.  Keep  constantly  in  presence  of  the  enemy  and  inform  me 
of  everything  important  that  occurs.  Block  the  roads  in  front  ot  the 
enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant  GeneraL 


Headquarters  Humes’  Cavalry  Division, 

Cypress  Creek,  January  15,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-cle-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 
Lieutenant:  I have  just  arrived  with  my  command  at  Cypress 
Creek.  1 was  not  molested  by  the  enemy  en  route.  My  wagon  train 
is  already  up  and  camped. 

Very  respectfully,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Beaver  Bam  Bivamp,  January  15,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- G ener al : 

We  arrived  at  this  iilace,  which  is  four  miles  from  Gillisonville  and 
three  miles  from  the  forks  of  the  Robertsville  and  Lawtonville  road, 
about  day  this  morning,  leaving  a picket  from  the  Kentucky  Brigade 
on  the  Coosawhatchie  road.  Nothing  from  the  enemy  to-day.  We 
will  also  picket  the  road  we  traveled  and  the  road  to  Robertsville. 
If  General  Anderson  leaves  Robertsville  our  camps  ought  to  be  as  far 
back  as  the  forks  of  the  road.  Forage  in  this  vicinity  is  very  scarce. 
I will  not  allow  any  taken  unless  by  consent  of  the  owners.  I think 
we  could  get  nearer  it  by  moving  to  the  forks  of  tlie  road,  and  iiicket 
and  scout  just  as  well.  Captain  Kanapaux  failed  to  get  to  Coosawliat- 
chie  last  night,  and  is  here  with  his  battery  (four  guns).  Sergeant 
McDaniel,  of  Wiggins’  battery,  is  with  me  also,  with  two  guns.  What 
shall  1 do  with  them*?  McDaniel  wants  to  report  to  his  company,  with 
General  Hnmes.  Please  inform  me  at  what  hour  this  command  will  be 
inspected,  so  that  I can  have  as  many  men  xnesent  as  possible.  The 
two  guns  at  Dawson’s  Bluff  were  rendered  useless  and  spiked,  and  all 
the  ammunition  brought  off'  that  could  be  brought  with  our  limited 
transportation. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Bivision. 


Richmond,  V^a.,  January  15,  1865. 

Governor  J.  E.  Brown, 

Milledgeville,  Ga. : 

The  present  condition  of  affairs  in  Eastern  Georgia  requires  that 
General  Hardee  should  be  promptly  and  largely  re  enforced.  His  line 
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on  the  Oombahee  is  stronger  for  defense  than  any  he  can  take  in  rear 
of  it.  1 have  sought  and  am  seeking  to  aid  him.  Have  no  information 
from  General  Beauregard  which  enables  me  to  judge  of  the  time  when 
he  may  be  expected  or  of  the  force  he  can  bring.  Can  you  send  men 
to  assist  General  Hardee  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check?  If  so,  how 
many  and  how  soon?  We  must  look  forward  and  leave  discussions  of 
the  past  to  a more  convenient  season. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  16,  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Tupelo,  Miss,  t 

General  Hardee  reports  on  14th  instant  enemy  in  heavy  force 
advancing  from  Beaufort,  by  Port  Eoyal  Ferry  Landing,  on  our  posi- 
tion at  Pocotaligo. 

GFORGF  WM.  BBFNT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[January  16,  1865.— For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1068.  ] 


Charleston,  January  16,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Should  the  enemy  move  in  force  up  the  Salkehatchie,  move  in  a 
parallel  line  with  him  with  all  your  force,  except  Conner’s  brigade. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Charleston,  January  16, 1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  me  to  say  that  the  force  at  Brox- 
ton’s  must  be  2,000  strong.  He  wishes  the  Georgia  Reserves  to  be 
included  in  the  force  sent  there. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Broxton’s  Bridge,  January  16,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  W,  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to*  state  that  pursuant  to  orders  from 
Colonel  Harrison,  commanding,  I withdrew  my  batteries  from  Coosaw- 
hatchie  at  7.30  p.  m.  14th  instant,  and  1 arrived  at  this  point  at  10 
p.  m.  yesterday.  The  condition  of  the  causeway  and  the  depth  of 
water  at  Johnson’s  causeway  over  Cypress  Creek  made  it  necessary 
that  I should  cross  above  and  go  by  Cypress  Creek  Church.  This 
made  the  distance  to  McBride’s  Store  rather  more  than  twenty- 
eight  miles,  and  1 reached  there  at  8 a.  m.  yesterday,  and  rested  for 
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five  hours,  my  horses  and  men  being  very  much  jaded  and  the  wagons 
had  been  sent  off  the  day  before,  leaving  no  forage  or  rations.  (I  had 
received  no  orders  to  have  any  cooked  rations  on  hand.) 

Captain  Zimmerman  joined  me  here  (McBride’s),  and  the  depth  of 
water  in  Whippy  Swamp  again  necessitated  a detour  to  the  left,  and  in 
addition  the  condition  of  the  bridges  over  it  delayed  me  for  some 
time.  I crossed  the  bridge  here  this  morning,  having  reached  the  other 
bank  at  10  last  night,  and  found  it  in  a most  shattered  condition.  My 
command  is  very  much  jaded,  and  I would  like  to  let  horses  and  men 
have  a little  rest  if  consistent  with  circumstances.  I shall  at  once  try 
to  familiarize  myself  with  crossings  of  the  river  above  this.  I received 
some  dispatches  from  you  this  morning.  Captain  Heyward  had  just 
gone,  and  I sent  them  on  to  him.  Captain  H.  reached  here  yesterday 
at  12  m.  Colonel  Colcock  ordered  [him  this]  morning  to  report  with 
his  command  to  him  at  McTier’s  above  Brailsfordville  (which  is  above 
McPhersonville).  He  left  with  about  forty  of  the  squadron,  so  that  now 
there  is  nothing  here  but  my  command.  Captain  Heyward  sent  the  dis- 
patch for  General  Wheeler  directly  on.  I am  informed  by  Captain 
Heyward  that  it  is  twenty-one  miles  from  here  to  Midway  on  the  South 
Carolina  Kailroad.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  establish  a line  of  couriers 
to  that  point'?  I am  much  in  need  of  some  stores  from  the  ordnance 
department,  for  which  I have  required  on  Cajitain  Smith;  do  have  me 
informed  so  soon  as  they  arrive.  If  they  have  not  already  been  ordered 
to  Green  Pond  would  it  not  be  better  to  order  them  sent  to  Midway? 
Do  have  this  letter  conveyed  to  Cai)tain  Brown ; be  pleased  to  read  it. 

The  last  information  received  from  the  enemy  was  through  some 
scouts  of  Captain  Heyward’s,  whom  he  left  behind.  They  came  to  me 
yesterday  at  McBride’s  Store  and  told  me  [that  at]  10  the  night  i)revi- 
ous  the  enemy  advanced  at  Coosawhatchie  in  considerable  force,  both 
cavalry  and  infantry,  and  that  They  were  chased  for  a mile,  &c.  I sent 
one  of  them  on  here  to  report  to  Captain  Heyward  and  the  other  two 
back  to  obtain  something  definite, 

I must  request  that  scarcity  of  paper  may  be  an  excuse  for  writing 
upon  so  many  subjects  on  the  same  sheet.  I feel  that  the  efficiency  of 
command  would  be  augmented  very  much  by  turning  in  the  Blakely 
which  Zimmerman  has.  It  is  useless  with  the  ammunition  we  have  or 
that  can  be  made  in  this  country,  and  the  horses  are  much  needed.  He 
has  four  Napoleons.  Can’t  I turn  it  in  and  send  it  to  Midway? 

I have,  captain,  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  E.  EAKLE, 

Captain^  Commanding  Battery  Light  Artillery. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Cavalry  Division, 

Cypres H Creeh,  iS.  C.,  January  Id,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Ac. : 

Lieutenant:  To-day  about  12  m.  about  one  regiment  of  Yankee 
cavalry  drove  my  pickets  back  to  Gillisonville.  I have  sent  to  ascer- 
tain the  particulars.  A jmrtion  of  Colcock’s  regiment  came  up  this 
morning  and  reported  that  a Yankee  raiding  party — they  did  not  know 
the  numbers — came  up  from  below  Graham ville  toward  Graham ville. 
I do  not  think  they  will  advance  farther  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

January  16,  1865. 

Col.  D.  C.  Jenkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Onr  pickets  report  tlie  enemy  advancing  on  the  road  from 
here  to  Gillisonville.  The  picket  has  seen  only  about  twenty  Yankees. 
We  do  not  know  in  what  force  they  are  advancing. 

Eespectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Beaver  Dam,  January  16,  1865. 

Col.  D.  C.  Jenkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  The  enemy  has  fallen  back  to  a point  a short  distance 
this  side  of  Gillisonville,  but  a small  party  came  near  our  camp.  Our 
pickets  are  skirmishing  with  him  a little.  A regiment  has  been  sent 
forward  to  ascertain  his  strength,  &c.  The  firing  of  a few  guns  has  been 
heard  upon  road  leading  to  General  Humes’  camp.  The  enemy  this 
morning  captured  a wagon  and  mules,  and  four  men  from  Kanapaux’s 
battery.  The  wagon  was  going  to  Gillisonville,  without  my  knowledge, 
after  baggage  belonging  to  the  battery. 

Eespectfully, 

G.  G.  DTBEELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

January  16,  1865 — 2.30  o^cloclc. 

Colonel  Jenkins, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler'’ s Corps: 

Colonel  : The  enemy  have  retired,  going  in  the  direction  of  Graham- 
ville.  Their  force  was  about  fifty  men.  I have  withdrawn  my  force 
and  am  moving  on  to  new  camp.  I have  left  a picket,  beyond  old  camp, 
of  thirty  men,  with  instructions  to  scout  every  twelve  hours. 
Eespectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding,  &c. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  January  17^  1865. 

Governor  A.  G.  Magrath, 

Charleston,  S.  G.: 

Yours  of  the  15th  received  to-day.  I had  no  information  of  the  with- 
drawal of  troops  by  General  Bragg.  Will  communicate  with  General 
Lee,  who  commands  department  including  Wilmington.  Major-Gen- 
eral Butler’s  division  was  directed  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  to 
South  Carolina.  General  Hampton  has,  I supi)ose,  gone  also.  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  is  at  headquarters  of  Hood’s  army,  with  orders  to 
bring  all  the  troops  which  can  be  spared  and  resume  control  of  opera- 
tions against  Sherman.  I am  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  success- 
ful resistance  to  Sherman’s  advance,  and  have  called  on  the  governor 
of  Georgia  to  give  all  the  aid  he  can  furnish.  Had  you  not  better  cor- 
respond with  him  on  that  point? 


JEFF’X  DAVIS. 
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Headquarters, 

Peter fihurg^  Jmiuary  17,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  : The  dispatch  of  General  Hardee,  of  the  10th  instant,  rel- 
ative to  the  200  men  of  Col.  E.  C.  Anderson’s  cavalry  regiment,  has  been 
received.  I desire  that  Colonel  Anderson,  with  all  his  men  in  Georgia, 
and  all  the  men  of  Young’s  brigade  in  the  Department  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Florida,  be  ordered  to  join  their  division  under  Gen- 
eral Butler  upon  its  arrival  in  that  department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[January  17, 1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations,  see 
Part  I,  p.  1068.] 


Charleston,  January  17,  1865. 

(Beceived  18  th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Geyieral: 

Deserters  from  the  enemy  concur  in  stating  that  the  force  which 
crossed  at  Port  Boyal  Ferry,  and  which  is  now  [in]  vicinity  of  Poco- 
taligo,  consists  of  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps;  also  that 
their  destination  is  Charleston.  They  add  that  this  force  brought  few 
Avagons  and  but  little  artillery  with  it,  but  that  Sherman  was  to  have 
marched  about  the  same  time  from  Savannah.  No  developments  to-day. 

W.  J.  HABDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  Harrison’s  Brigade, 

In  the  Field,  Broxton\s  Bridge,  January  17,  1865. 
Capt.  B.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  I : 

Captain:  Colonel  Harrison  directs  me  to  inform  you  of  the  folio av- 
ing  disposition  of  the  infantry  portion  of  the  force  under  his  command: 
Colonel  Daniel,  with  the  Fifth  Georgia  Begnlars,  detachment  First  South 
Carolina  Cavaliy,  dismounted,  and  the  Third  Georgia  Beserves,  holds 
the  line  from  Broxton’s  Bridge  to  Dubois’  Landing,  including  those  two 
points.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bacon,  with  the  Thirty-second  and  Forty- 
seventh  Georgia  Begiments,  regulars,  holds  Bivers’  Bridge.  Colonel 
Cumming,  Fifth  Georgia  Beserves,  holds  Buford’s  Bridge  with  his 
regiment.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neely,  with  the  First  Georgia  Beserves, 
holds  Morris’  Ford. 

These  reserve  troops  have  not  yet  reported,  but  will  be  put  in  the  posj- 
tions  aboA^e  mentioned  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  1:Te  desires  to  knoAv  if 
this  disposition  of  the  trooiis  is  ai)proved  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding. Colonel  H.  has  gone  to  Buford’s  Bridge  to  examine  it  and 
the  intermediate  crossings.  He  will  be  back  this  evening. 

Very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  BLOUNT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Steep  Bottom  Chtirch,  January  17,  1865 — 9.15  a.  m. 
General  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding,  near  Salkehatchie  Station: 

General  : There  were  captured  day  before  yesterday,  near  Station 
No.  G,  three  Yankee  prisoners  who  belong  to  the  Eighteenth  Missouri 
Eegiment,  Sheldon’s  brigade,  Mower’s  [division],  Seventeenth  Corj)s. 
They  state  that  the  Seventeenth  Corps  was  near  Station  No.  G,  and  that 
the  Fifteenth,  commanded  by  Sweeny  [Logan],  is  at  Beaufort.  They 
say  there  is  no  cavalry  with  them;  that  they  heard  their  cavalry  had 
crossed  the  Savannah  Eiver  about  the  1st  of  this  month,  about  three 
miles  above  Savannah.  They  drew  ten  days’  rations  (in  haversacks) 
on  the  10th,  and  marched  from  Beaufort  on  1 3th.  They  do  not 
know  the  amount  of  artillery  or  number  of  wagons  with  them,  but  say 
their  wagon  train  is  small;  say  the  talk  in  camp  is  that  Charleston  is 
their  destination.  There  are  four  regiments  in  his  brigade,  numbering 
in  all  about  2,000  men  who  carry  guns,  and  that  their  brigade  is  the 
largest  in  the  division.  They  received  some  recruits  at  Savannah  and 
some  at  Beaufort.  They  say  the  Fourth  [Fourteenth]  and  Twentieth 
Corps  were  to  march  from  Savannah  to  Charleston  by  the  line  of  the 
railroad.  A scouting  party  of  about  fifty  men  came  u})  a short  distance 
this  side  of  Gillisonville  yesterday,  and  was  driven  back  toward 
Grahamville. 

I inclose  a report  of  General  Dibrell  relative  to  the  capture  of  a 
wagon.*- 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 

N.  B. — The  Savannah  is  so  high  that  our  batteries  had  to  be  with- 
drawn at  Mathews’  Blufi*.  Tlie  works  are  covered  with  water. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry, 

January  17,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  F.  Lawton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  received.  1 have 
done  as  directed  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  forces  under  my 
command.  In  regard  to  the  troops  in  the  country,  there  are  none  but 
Hood’s  battalion  that  are  on  duty,  and  I understand  that  there  is  but 
sixty  left  of  them  and  tliey  badly  demoralized.  They  picket  at  Fort 
Barrington,  below  Doctor  Town,  and  at  Beard’s  Bluff  above,  on  the 
Altamaha.  They  have  a fragment  of  a company  at  Waynesville.  Cap- 
tain Cosby,  commanding  a detachment  engaged  in  hunting  deserters, 
is  now  reporting  to  me  with  about  thirty  men.  These  are  all  the  Con- 
federate troops  of  whom  I have  any  knowledge  in  this  section  of  coun- 
try, except  fifteen  men  belonging  to  a Mississippi  battalion  of  General 
Ferguson’s  regiment  [brigade].  Scouts  report  no  enemy  this  side  of  the 
Ogeechee  Elver. 

I am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

30HN  L.  HAEEIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


See  .January  16,  j).  1018. 
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Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee^  January  17,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America  : 

Sir:  I have  tlie  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  suggestions 
looking  to  the  defense  of  the  people  of  Florida  from  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  at  Savannah.  I approach  the  subject  with  diffidence,  knowing 
the  great  cares  which  engross  your  attention,  and  that  every  available 
resource  is  now  needed  to  meet  the  masses  ot  the  enemy  at  other  points. 
Yet  there  are  considerations  vitally  connected  with  the  continuance  of 
the  war  which  demand  that  every  means  which  can  be  spared  by  the 
Government  shall  be  used  to  protect  Southwest  Georgia  and  Florida 
from  the  enemy’s  raids.  Amongst  these  considerations  I suggest  as 
most  important  the  supplies  of  subsistence  and  forage,  the  country  being 
as  yet  uupenetrated  by  the  enemy;  also  the  general  disaffection  to  be 
apprehended  from  their  successful  inroad,  the  re-enforcements  they 
would  obtain  by  slaves,  and  the  j)roximity  of  this  entire  region  to  the 
Gulf  coast,  which  if  once  occupied  will  render  its  recovery  extremely 
difficult.  I am  constrained  from  a careful  observation  and  from  all  the 
information  I have  received  to  regard  with  the  most  serious  torebodings 
the  effect  on  public  opinion  in  the  State  of  Georgia  of  the  recent  march 
of  the  enemy  through  her  territory  and  their  establishment  at  Savan- 
nah. 

This  state  of  feeling,  together  with  the  abundant  supplies,  the  short 
distance  from  Savannah,  and  the  facilities  supplied  by  the  Albany  and 
Gulf  Kailroad  to  Thomas ville,  and  the  connection  with  Florida  at  Live 
Oak,  present  the  inducement  and  the  means  for  a successful  and  ruinous 
invasion  of  Southwest  Georgia  and  Middle  Florida.  I would  respect- 
fully submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  measures,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  are  the  most  effectual  that  can  be  adopted  to  protect  this 
portion  of  the  Confederacy  until  the  movement  of  the  main  armies  shall 
enable  us  to  arrive  at  more  practical  results: 

First.  The  assignment  of  the  southwest  counties  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama bordering  on  Florida  to  the  Military  District  of  Florida. 

Second.  The  retention  of  the  reserves  and  the  detailed  men  of  those 
counties  in  the  district  for  military  service  therein. 

Third.  The  immediate  removal  of  the  iron  from  the  Albany  and  Gulf 
Railroad  from  a point  as  near  Savannah  as  practicable. 

Fourth.  The  construction  of  a railroad  from  Thomasville  to  Albany 
and  of  a railroad  from  Quin(*y  to  the  Appalachicola  River,  which  I 
recommended  years  ago. 

With  i)roper  energy  and  military  ability,  with  the  use  of  the  militia 
forces  of  this  State  and  the  adjacent  counties  of  Georgia,  which  I doubt 
not  can  be  procured  through  officers  of  this  State  well  known  in  those 
counties,  and  with  the  co-operafion  of  the  Executive  of  Georgia,  I shall 
feel  some  degree  of  confidence  that  we  shall  be  able  to  defeat  any  force 
which  the  enemy  will  probably  send  against  us  during  the  pendency 
of  larger  operations  elsewhere.  Without  such  measures  we  may  fall  a 
l^rey  to  a comparatively  small  force. 

I respectfully  and  earnestly  urge  your  immediate  and  favorable  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  and  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will 
carry  the  suggestions  made  into  immediate  effect. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON, 
Governor  of  Florida. 
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Charleston,  January  18,  1865. 
His  Excellency  President  Jefferson  Davis  : 

Telegram  of  the  15th  instant  received.  1 have  consulted  with  Gen- 
eral Hardee  and  commanding  officers  of  the  squadron  and  it  is  decided 
impracticable  to  make  the  attack  as  proposed  by  you.  I have  but  two 
iron  clads  and  they  are  with  defective  steam  power.  The  enemy  has 
six  or  seven  monitors,  besides  several  wooden  vessels  and  heavy  land 
batteries.  In  my  opinion  the  attack  proposed  would  result  in  our  cap- 
ture or  make  it  necessary  to  destroy  the  vessels,  with  all  on  board,  to 
prevent  their  hilling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  sacrifice  I am 
ready  to  make  if  it  will  advance  the  public  interests. 

J.  E.  TECKEE, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Fear  McTier^s,  January  18,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  AV.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Captain:  Citizens  say  that  Generals  Sherman  and  Howard  are  at 
Pocotaligo.  Prisoners  captured  by  some  of  General  Wheeler’s  men 
say  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  is  in  Beaufort.  By  citizens  I mean  two 
boys,  who  say  they  saw  Sherman  and  Howard  and  that  Sherman  says 
he  is  building  a railroad  from  Beaufort  to  Pocotaligo,  and  will  furnish 
transportation  there  to  the  poor,  and  rations  on  their  arrival.  Our 
pickets  are  near  the  enemy.  They  have  attempted  no  forward  move- 
ment from  Pocotaligo  yet,  except  scouting  and  foraging  parties. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry,  reports  the 
enemy  advancing  in  large  force,  9 a.  in.,  on  McPhersonville.  I think, 
as  they  are  not  advancing  on  this  road  also,  that  their  object  is  quarters 
or  to  burn  the  village. 

C.  J.  COLCOCK. 


Headquarters, 
^allceliatcliie,  January  18,  1865. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  : Deserters  taken  by  scouts  from  this  side  report  two  corps 
about  Pocotaligo,  the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth.  A lady  who  came 
over  with  a sick  husband,  under  flag  of  truce,  reports  the  enemy  in 
very  heavy  force.  The  President  telegraphs  that  he  expects  an  obsti- 
nate resistance  along  the  line  of  the  Combahee  until  re-enforcements 
arrive.  Fort  Fisher  has  fallen  and  most  of  the  garrison  captured.  Gen- 
eral Whiting  and  staff  with  the  rest. 

A'ery  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Richmond,  Ya.,  January  19^  1865. 

•Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

General  Hill  liaving  arrived  at  Augusta,  General  Hardee  lias  been 
authorized,  at  his  request,  to  place  him  on  duty  there. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Jnspector-Geucral. 


Richmond,  January  19,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C. : . 

In  a telegram  addressed  to  the  President  some  time  since  you  stated 
that  Wheeler’s  cavalry  had  been  reorganized.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
Department  should  know  what  is  the  new  organization;  how  many 
divisions  and  how  formed.  The  recommendation  for  the  promotion  of 
Brigadier-General  Humes  approved  and  forwarded  by  you,  is  now  under 
consideration,  but  no  action  can  be  taken  until  the  information  requested 
IS  furnished.  There  are  already  three  major-generals,  Wheeler,  Martin 
and  Young,  credited  to  this  cavalry  corps. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  19,  1865. 


Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

Report  to  General  Hardee  for  duty  at  Augusta. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  I^ispector  General. 


Headquarters  Harrison’s  Brigade, 

Broxton^s  Bridge,  January  19,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  PlLLiOTT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Division  Headquarters : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  order  from  General  Hardee, 
relative  to  sending  any  troops  up  to  Morris’  Ford  at  jiresent.  Colonel 
Pickett  asked  me  to  send  you  a copy  of  it.  Kanapaux’s  battery  has 
reported  to  me.  General  Hardee  directed  me  to  keep  it  if  I needed  it; 
it  not,  to  send  it  on  down  to  you.  At  present  I do  not  need  it,  but  as 
soon  as  ray  artillery  is  put  in  position  I will  need  it,  as  I have  four 
crossings  to  guard,  at  each  of  which  a battery  will  be  needed.  Shall  I 
send  it  down  to  you  or  not?  1 have  partially  examined  mj^  line  as  far 
up  as  Buford’s  Bridge.  The  swamp  is  quite  an  obstacle,  but  by  no 
means  do  1 consider  it  impassable  for  infantry.  It  will  require  a con- 
tinuous line  of  skirmishers  between  tlie  different  crossings  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  flanking  our  works  at  the  dilferent  bridges;  this  I have 
not  force  enough  to  do.  1 think  inclosed  Avorks  shouhl  be  erected  at 
each  bridge,  in  order  that  they  may  [be]  held  in  case  the  enemy  cross 
above  or  below  tliem  until  re  enforcements  could  be  brought  to  the 
point  attacked.  This  is  being  done  at  this  point,  but  at  neither  of  the 
other  bridges.  Very  few  hands  are  at  work,  and  hence  the  works  are 
progressing  slowly.  If  you  can  furnish  me  tools  I will  put  soldiers  to 
work,  but  think  more  negroes  should  be  put  on  the  line.  No  roads  are 
yet  cut  along  the  swamp  with  which  we  can  relieve  or  communicate 
with  our  pickets.  I will  put  soldiers  to  work  at  this  as  soon  as  the 
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acting  eugiueer  marks  out  the  line.  I will  try  and  get  up  to  Morris’ 
Ford  in  time  to  learn  the  swamp  there  before  the  enemy  threatens  that 
position. 

I have  no  news  from  the  cavalry  to-day;  would  like  very  much  if 
arrangements  could  be  made  for  me  to  get  information  from  General 
Wheeler.  I have  established  a relay  of  couriers  to  Branch ville,  but 
have  only  one  man  at  each  post  as  yet.  T have  sent  the  Blakely  gun 
of  Zimmerman’s  battery  to  Branchvillej  owing  to  scarcity  of  horses  in 
his  battery.  Is  this  right?  If  you  can  procure  a map  of  this  county 
do  get  it  for  me. 

. GEO.  P.  IIABRISOK,  Jr., 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Report  of  guns  of,  or  in  position,  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.* 


Smooth-bore  guns. 


11-inch  Dahlgrcn 
(barbette).  1 

10-inch  columbiad 
(barbette). 

5 

2 

00 

8-inch  naval  colum- 
biad (barbette). 

42-pounder  barbette 
(center  pintle) . 

32-pounder  barbette. 

24-pounder  barbette. 

24-pounder  siege. 

18-pounder  siege. 

12-pounder  barbette. 

® 

bfl 

.2 

U 

<u 

3 

O 

a 

cA 

<o 

-3 

a 

s 

o 

ft 

9-inch  Dahlgren. 

8-inch  siege. 

4. 75-inch. 

Ilattery  W^liite  

4 

2 

1 

1 

Battery  arren 

1 

Fort  Moultrie 

4 

Ba t.tftry  Mar sh n 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

Battery  Bee 

1 

4 

1 

Battery  Mari(>n 

3 

1 

Battery  Beauregard 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Battery  B.ntle.rl  <re,  

3 

Two-gun  batteries 

4 

4 

Battery  Evans 

1 

i ... 

Battery  Pa.lTTtetto  

1 

Battery  Gary 

2 

i:;:: 

Battery  Kinlocli 

1 

Christ  Church  lines 

2 

2 

1.... 

Fort  Sumter  

1 

Ca.stle  Piuelruey 

4 

1.... 

Ba  ttery  W a.ri  ri  g 

2 

1 

Battery  Ramsey 

1 

3 

Spring-Street  Battery. . . . 

1 

! 

Battery  over  the  Ashley . . 

1 

New  lines: 

W^  ork  0 

1 

- 

Work  1 

2 

2 

W ork  9, 

1 

2 

1 

W ork  3 

2 

2 

W ork  4 

2 

2 

AVorkS 

2 

1 

See.es.sioTiville 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Fort  T.ama.r 

3 

2 

1 

Redoubt  No.  1 

1 

1 

Battery  Ryan 

1 

Battery  Tatum 

1 

Battery  Haskell 

1 

2 

Battery  Cheves 

3 

Batterv  Shnkius 

2 

Fort  .John  son 

2 

Itattery  AV'^ampler 

2 

Battery  Harleston 

3 

Battery  I'ynes 

2 

Battery  Prinvle 

2 

2 

1 

Ff^rt  Tren  b ol  m 

2 

2 

2 

G 

Battery  Wa.sbin<Tton 

1 

1 

1 

Battery  Haio- 

2 

Battery  Wilkes 

1 

Battery  Geddes 

1 

Battery  Palmer  

1 

2 

2 

1 

Works  on  overflow 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

* Forwarded  by  Lieut.  Geii.  W.  .7.  Hardee,  Jamiary  19,  1865,  in  coiupliaiice  with 
circular  from  War  Department  dated  December  20,  1864. 
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Report  of  guns  of,  or  in  position,  Department  of  South  Carolina,  etc. — Continued. 


Smooth-bore  guns. 

11-inch  Dahlgren 

(barbette). 

10-inch  columbiad 
(barbette). 

8 - i n c h columbiad 

(barbette). 

8-inch  naval  colum- 

biad (barbette). 

42-pounder  barbette 

(center  pintle). 

32-pounder  barbette. 

, 24-pounder  barbette. 

24-pounder  siege. 

18-pounder  siege. 

12-pounder  barbette. 

12-pounder  siege,  1 

6-pounder  field. 

c 

e 

5) 

P 

a 

05 

'S 

a 

ob 

; : 4.75-iuch, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Works  at  Stock’s  Cause- 
way. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Works  at  Dawson’s  Bluff. 
Works  at  Red  Bluff 



1 

1 

Batteries  on  the  Appala- 
chicola  River. 

5 

2 

6 

1 

. 20 

1 

2 

38  , 14  11 

1 

36  28 

17 

4 

1 

9 

31  1 

3 

1 

Riffed  guns. 

12.75-iuch  Blakely 
(frout  pintle). 

10-inch  columbiad 
(barbette). 

8-inch  columbiad 
(barbette) . 

7-inch  Brooke. 

6.40-inch  Brooke 

42-pouuder  barbette 
(front  pintle). 

42-pounder  barbette 
(center  pintle). 

32-pounder  barbette. 

24-pounder  barbette. 

24  i)ounder  siege. 

18-pounder  barbette. 

12-pounder  barbette. 

12-pounder  siege. 

Battery  W^liite  

3 

2 

1 

Battery  W arren  

Tfftrt,  TVlmiltrie  

2 

1 

1 

Battery  Marshall 

1 

2 

Bfltit.ftry  Bee 

1 

Battery  Marion 

1 

1 

Battery  Beauregard 

1 

2 

Battery  Rutledge 

1 

1 

Rort  Sumter 

1 

4 

Castle  Pinckney 

1 

Battery  Ramsey 

1 

1 

1 

Battery,  Frazer’s  Wharf. . 
Battery,  Calhoun  street . . 

I 

1 

Battery,  Vanderhorst’s 
Wharf. 

Half-Moon  Battery 

1 

1 

1 

1 i 

i 

1 

New  lines; 

W ork  1 

1 

Work  3 

1 

1 

Secessionville 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Port  Lamar 



1 

Battery  Ryan 

I 

1 

1 

Battery  Simkins 

2| 

Fort  Johnson 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Battery  Harleston 

1 

Battery  Glover 

3 

! 

Battery  Tynes 

1 

1 1 
O 1 

2 

1 

Battery  Pringle 

2 

2 

Fort  Trenholm 

1 

1 

1 

Works  at  Willstown 

1 

1 

Works  at  Ashcpoo 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Works  at  Burnett’s 

2 

Works  at  Red  Bluff 

1 

1 

2 

Battery  at  Saint  Mark’s. . 



1 

2 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

7 

“i 

3 i 10 

1 

»! 

4 

1 

19  3 

3 

2 

1 
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Report  of  guns  of,  or  in  position,  Department  of  South  Carolina,  etc. — Continued. 


Billed  guns. 

Howitzers. 

42-pounder  carronades, 

navy  slides. 

Mortars. 

20-pounder  Parrott. 

4-inch  Blakely. 

CD 

s 

.9 

CO 

'S 

CO 

• pH 

CO 

James. 

8-inch  sea-coast. 

8-inch  siege. 

24-pounder  (iron). 

24-ponnder  Austrian 

(bronze). 

12-pounder  (iron). 

10-inch. 

32-pounder  rifled 

and  banded.  | 

Fort  Moultrie 

1 

Untt.pry  Marshall 

1 

3 

TtattiPry  Marion 

5 

3 

Tlnttery  noa.nrep'ard 

3 

Christ  Chiirr.h  lines  . 

2 

f 

New  lines : 

W nrh"  1 . . 

1 

Work  2 

1 

1 

1 

Work  4 

Seeessionville 

1 

1 

Tlattery  Ityaai  

Ra,ttery  '1  atiim  

Battery  Haskell 

1 

2 

1 

Battery  Simkins 

J 

3 

Fort  Johnson  

2 

Works  at  Pineberry 

1 

Works  at  Wills  town 

2 

Works  at  Burnett’s 

1 

Works  at  Old  Pocotalia^o 

1 

2 

Works  at  Dawson’s  Bluff 

1 

1 

In  various  other  positions . 

G 

2 

Total 

2 

1 

2 2 

1 6 

9 

2 

1 

11 

2 

2 : 12 

1 

A.  J.  GON^ZALES, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Department  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla. 


[January  19,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  1,  p.  1117.] 


Charleston,  January  20, 1865. 

General  S.  Cooper  : 

Telegram  of  19th  in  relation  to  Wheeler’s  cavalry  received.  Infor- 
mation sent  by  mail  to-day. 

W.  J.  riAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Mounted  Detach.,  Army  of  Northern  Yirginia, 

Heyward’s  House,  January  20,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  arranged  my  picket- 
line along  the  Combahee,  and  that  the  connection  between  myself  and 
General  Mercer  on  yonr  left  is  complete.  I found  a small  company  of 
Eeserve  cavalry  on  duty  at  this  point  by  order  of  General  Mercer,  but 
after  riding  over  the  lines  and  seeing  General  Mercer  they  were 
removed  to  below  Cuckold’s  Creek,  where  my  line  connects  with 
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them.  Captain  Lowry  pickets  at  Daniel  Blake’s  and  above.  The  line 
is  as  well  guarded  as  the  limited  number  of  my  command  will  admit  of. 
I tind  that  all  the  corn  at  or  near  this  point  has  been  contracted  for  by 
Major  Holcombe,  commissary  of  subsistence,  in  accordance  with  the 
verbal  order  of  the  general.  I have  supplied  myself  from  it.  Shall  I 
continue  to  do  so  ? 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  CHUBCH, 

Captainy  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Conner’s  Brigade, 

January  20y  1865 — 1,15  p.  m. 

Capt.  K.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : At  Colonel  Kennedy’s  request  I desire  to  inform  the  major- 
general  commanding  that  the  enemy  have  appeared  in  our  front  to  the 
left  of  the  railroad.  While  1 am  writing  they  are  exchanging  shots 
with  our  pickets.  The  colonel  does  not  think  it  more  than  a reconnoiter- 
iug  party  who  are  endeavoring  to  ascertain  our  force.  Every  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  to  meet  them  at  all  points. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  HOLMES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lawtonville,  S.  C.,  January  20y  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

General:  Since  writing  you  a few  days  since  relative  to  the  promo- 
tion of  General  Ferguson,  in  which  letter  I gave  you  some  excellent 
reasons  wdiy  he  should  not  be  promoted,  I have  learned  that  he  was 
strongly  recommended  for  promotion  by  General  Beauregard.  General 
Ferguson  has  never  served  under  General  Beauregard  as  a cavalry 
officer,  and  I think  General  Beauregard  has  not  had  opportunity  of 
judging  of  his  fitness  for  that  position.  I have  just  seen  General 
Anderson,  who  is  a friend  of  General  Ferguson,  yet,  with  his  friendship, 
he  tells  me  that  it  would  be  very  disastrous  to  the  command  if  General 
Ferguson  is  made  major-general.  He  says  General  Ferguson  was 
insubordinate  as  a cadet,  insubordinate  as  a lieutenant  in  the  U.  S. 
Army,  and  insubordinate  as  a brigadier  under  General  Jackson.  I 
have  also  had  evidences  of  insubordination  since  he  has  been  with  me, 
and  should  he  be  promoted  I think  he  will  certaiidy  prove  insubordinate 
as  a division  commander.  I have  had  so  much  trouble  with  such  officers 
that  I most  heartily  wish  to  have  no  more  such  under  my  command. 
If  under  my  command,  I wish  their  influence  over  as  few  troops  as  pos- 
sible. Besides  this,  his  command  is  the  most  undisciplined  of  any  with 
me.  General  Anderson  also  informs  me  that  Ferguson  never  loses  an 
opportunity  to  depreciate  his  commander  in  the  opinion  of  his  com- 
mand, which  is  another  vital  reason  why  he  would  be  an  incumbrance 
to  me  or  any  other  commanding  officer.  Insubordinate  officers  are  the 
worst  enemies  our  country  has  to  fear.  I also  learn  that  General 
Young  has  been  recommended  for  promotion  for  a command  here.  I 
hope  this  is  not  so.  I have  offic'ers  much  more  efficient  in  all  respects, 
and  their  ^Young’s  and  Ferguson’s)  aiqiointment  would  decrease  the 
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efficiency  of  this  command,  which  by  hard  labor  I claim  to  have  made 
the  best  instructed,  best  disciplined,  and  best  fighting  cavalry  in  the 
Confederacy. 

The  reports  you  have  heard  regarding  the  depredations  of  my  com- 
mand I am  able  to  prove  are,  for  the  most  part,  basely  false.  I can  also 
show  that  no  officer  in  the  Confederacy  has  taken  one-half  the  care  I 
have  taken  to  protect  citizens  in  iierson  and  property,  and  now 
they  are  beginning  to  appreciate  my  efforts.  If  you  desire  more  full 
reasons  why  the  appointments  of  Generals  Young  and  Ferguson  would 
be  detrimental,  I would  refer  to  the  conditions  of  their  commands,  which 
shows  a depletion  exceeding  any  other  in  my  command.  Generals 
Allen  and  Humes  are  brave,  subordinate,  and  withal  good  disciplinari- 
ans. While  they  have  been  in  command  of  my  divisions  I have  had 
thus  far  good  success,  and  not  a single  reverse.  Every  reverse  I have 
ever  had  thus  far  has  been  when  I was  crossed  by  insubordinate  and 
tricky  officers.  General  Hardee  is  having  my  troops  inspected,  and  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  his  officers  as  to  their 
efficiency  and  discipline.  General  Hardee  is  also  having  reports  ot 
their  depredations  inspected,  who  will  also  be  able  to  show  what  wrong 
impressions  have  been  made. 

The  enemy  appear  to  be  moving  in  a direction  which  would  indicate 
Branchville  or  Charleston  as  their  destination.  My  command  is  some- 
what spread  out.  A little  more  than  a third  is  on  the  Georgia  side  of 
the  river  guarding  from  the  Savannah  Eiver  to  the  coast  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Altamaha. 

With  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELER. 

P.  S. — General  Robertson  is  fast  recovering,  and  I hope  soon  to  have 
him  with  me.  He  is  brave  and  efficient,  and  his  brigade  under  him  will 
be  the  best  in  the  service.  He  will  soon  earn  promotion  to  major-gen- 
eral. He  is  now  more  worthy  of  it  than  either  Generals  Young  or 
Ferguson. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

January  20^  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

Prisoners  taken  yesterday  and  to-day  report  Seventeenth  Corps  at 
Pocotaligo,  and  Twentieth  at  Hardeeville. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Year  Laivtonville^  January  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding,  &c.,  SalhehatcMe  Station: 

General:  I did  not  understand  whether  the  instructions  for  me  to 
report  to  you  included  sending  my  routine  papers  through  you,  or 
siinjily  designed  that  I send  you  reports  of  the  enemy.  Will  you 
please  inform  me  on  this  point.  I have  also  been  sending  reports 
direct  to  General  Hardee  in  addition  to  reporting  to  you.  Is  that 
necessary  whilst  reporting  to  you? 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 
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[January  20,  1865. — P^or  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1118.] 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Near  Me  Tier’’ January  20^  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Humes, 

Commanding^  the.  : 

General:  The  enemy  in  large  force  are  at  Pocotaligo  Station — two 
army  corps.  A prisoner  taken  to-day  reports  that  the  other  forces  are 
coming  by  land  from  Savannah,  and  is  under  the  impression  that  they 
arrived  at  Coosawhatchie  last  night.  Up  to  this  time  very  little  cav- 
alry about  Pocotaligo.  They  have  not  attempted  to  advance,  except  a 
few  miles  for  the  purpose  of  foraging,  in  which  they  have  been  very 
unsuccessful,  as  the  country  is  stripped  of  everything.  They  always 
retire  at  night  to  the  railroad.  To-day  they  advanced  a regiment  of 
infantry  four  or  five  miles  uji  this  road — the  Salkehatchie  road;  they 
were  met  and  checked  by  my  regiments.  1 lost  one  man,  and  took  one 
prisoner,  first  lieutenant  of  Thirty-second  Ohio  Infantry.  He  reports 
that  this  force  was  put  in  position  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  an  attack- 
ing column,  which  went  down  to  Salkehatchie  bridge.  Heavy  infantry 
firing  has  been  going  on  in  that  direction  all  day,  of  which  we  don’t 
know  the  results.  Citizens  who  conversed  with  the  enemy  during  their 
advance  to-day  inform  me  that  they  were  told  by  the  ofiicers  that  their 
whole  army  would  advance  up  this  road  to-morrow  en  route  for  Charles- 
ton, after  taking  which  they  intended  to  go  on  to  liichmond.  Just 
below  my  camp  is  a very  strong  position,  whero  I can  hold  them  in 
check  for  many  hours.  I have  about  300  men  for  duty;  with  2,000 
they  could  be  checked  here  for  several  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 
Colonel^  Commaiidmg. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Humes’  Division, 

Hickory  Hill,  January  21,  1865. 

Pespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Major-General  Wheeler. 

Send  Harrison’s  brigade  to  Colcock,  with  a section  of  artillery,  imme- 
diately. My  other  brigade  will  go  to  where  Lewis  is  situated. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  Gene^'al. 


Headquarters  Iverson’s  Division, 

January  20,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  state  all  quiet  in  my  immediate 
front  this  morning.  Ko  report  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris  since 
my  last  dispatch.  General  Ferguson  has  not  reported  yet.  I have 
Colonel  Hawkins  across  the  Ogeechee  till  his  arrival.  Fifty-one 
negroes,  picked  up  at  different  times  within  the  last  three  or  four  days 
making  their  way  toward  the  enemy,  have  been  sent  to  the  rear, 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFKED  IVERSON, 

Bri  gadier-  G enera  L 
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Headquarters, 
Altamaha,  January  20^  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commandhig^  &c.: 

Since  writing  I have  information  from  a very  reliable  source  that 
Kilpatrick  is  camped  at  the  Little  Ogeechee,  nine  miles  this  side  of 
Savannah j that  he  has  four  brigades;  that  Kilpatrick  claims  to  have 
2,600  men  in  each,  though  he  thinks  this  is  overrated,  and  that  1,500 
or  2,000  to  each  is  enough.  His  opinion  is  that  they  will  move 
speedily,  in  a few  days;  that  vigorous  preparations  are  making  for  an 
active  campaign.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  move  will  be  on  South- 
west Georgia,  and  not  on  Carolina.  I do  not  think  it  prudent  to  give 
the  name  in  a dispatch ; but  I know  the  man  is  true  and  I have  much 
confidence  in  his  judgment. 

Very  respectfully. 


H.  K.  McCOY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 


Headquarters, 
Axigustaj  January  20,  1865. 


General:  Your  note  of  the  18th  instant  received  to-day.  There 
are  now  no  prisoners  in  the  custody  of  the  provost-marshal  belonging 
to  your  command,  all  having  been  forwarded.  The  city  authorities 
have  notified  me  that  they  cannot  longer  feed  the  eighty  nine  confined 
in  the  jail,  and  I have  written  to  General  Hardee  to  know  what  is  to 
be  done  with  them.  General  D.  H.  Hill  is  here  and  in  command  of 
the  country  from  Branchville  to  Millen.  Please  inform  me  in  your 
next  whether  you  have  the  key  to  the  last  cipher.  I may  find  it  neces- 
sary to  write  you  some  things  which  ought  not  to  risk  capture. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  FBY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Ac. 


At^GXtsta,  January  20,  1865. 

(Received  1.40  o’clock  21st.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

I am  here  in  obedience  to  your  orders.  General  D.  H.  Hill  is  in 
command  by  order  of  General  Hardee,  and  I have  nothing  to  do. 
Have  written  you  fully  by  private  hands  on  subject  of  my  duties  at 
Macon. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major- General. 


Charleston,  January  20,  1865. 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

General:  Referring  to  my  application  for  an  extension  of  leave  of 
absence,  which  was  granted  to  me  in  i)aragraph  LI,  Special  Orders, 
Ko.  4,  current  series,  from  the  Adjutant  and  lns])ector  General’s  Ofiice,  I 
have  respectfully  to  request  that  when  the  extension  shall  have  expired, 
or  it  maybe  necessary  to  place  me  upon  duty,  that  it  may  not  be  under 
the  command  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard.  My  reasons  for  this  app.U- 
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cation  are  tliat  tliat  officer  has  on  one  occasion  at  least  avowed  per- 
sonal motives  of  hostility  as  a reason  for  interfering  with  my  official 
position,  and  I have  good  reason  to  fear  that  his  action  in  reference  to 
myself  in  other  cases  has  been  from  similar  motives.  I have  now  been 
in  this  service  since  the  commencement  of  this  war,  much  of  the  time 
in  responsible  position.  During  that  time  I have  seen  many  juniors 
promoted  over  me  for  reasons  which  I did  not  understand  and  for  which 
I did  not  inquire.  But  I respectfully  suggest  that  length  of  service 
forms  some  ground  for  a claim  for  immunity  from  a position  where  the 
public  service  is  more  tlian  likely  to  be  interfered  with  by  action  based 
on  the  part  of  the  superior  on  motives  of  a personal  character. 

I do  not  believe  that  any  service  of  mine  in  such  position  can  be 
beneficial  to  the  public  good  or  our  cause,  and  I therefore  earnestly  and 
respectfully  renew  the  request  that  I may  not  be  ordered  to  serve 
under  the  command  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  BIPLPIY, 

Brigadier- General^  Provisional  Army^  C.  S. 


[First  indorsemeut.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia,  S.  (7.,  February  13,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

Brigadier- General  Eipley  is  active,  energetic,  intelligent,  ambitious, 
cunning,  and  fault-finding.  He  complains  of  every  commanding  officer 
he  has  served  under,  and  has  quarreled  (or  had  difficulties)  with  almost 
every  one  of  his  immediate  subordinate  commanders  since  his  promo- 
tion to  his  present  rank  in  1861.  He  obeys  orders  only  so  far  as  they 
suit  his  purposes,  provided,  by  disobeying  them,  he  does  not  incur  the 
risk  of  a court-martial,  which,  however,  he  does  not  much  fear,  trusting 
to  his  intelligence  and  ability  to  get  clear  of  the  consequences  thereof. 

I am  informed  by  an  officer  of  my  stafi*  that  he  heard  General  Eipley 

say,  in  January  last,  at  Charleston,  that  ^‘I’ll  be  d d if  I obey  the 

order  sending  me  to  Hood’s  army,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  I therefore 
must  insist  on  his  being  made  to  obey  that  order  and  suffer  the  conse- 
quences of  having  di.sobeyed  it  so  long  (since  December  23,  1864). 
After  his  trial  and  acquittal,  if  acquitted,  I will  readily  approve  his 
api)lication  to  be  transferred  to  a brigade  serving  in  the  field  beyond 
the  liuiits  of  my  command,  for  I will  consider  myself  fortunate  to  be  rid 
of  such  an  element  of  discord. 

I recommended  General  Eipley  for  promotion  when  I was  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida  on  account 
of  his  zeal,  activity,  and  intelligent  discharge  of  his  duties  during  the 
siege  of  Charleston,  but  since  that  period  his  habits  have  become  so 
unreliable  (as  the  papers  transmitted  by  me  to  the  War  Department 
since  September  last  will  prove)  that  I res])ectfully  recall  those  recom- 
mendations until  there  can  be  a guarantee  that  his  habits  have  become 
more  reliable. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 

[Secoud  indorsement.] 

February  21,  1865. 

General  Eii)ley  has  been  again  ordered  to  reiiort  to  General  Beaure- 
garcl. 


II.  L.  CfLAYJ, 

\ssista7i  t A dju tan  t-  Genera  1. 


1032 


OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S,  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Lieut. 
Gen.  Wiiliam  J.  Hardee  commanding,  for  January  20,  1865. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  17.  ^ Richmond.,  January  31,  1865. 

#*#**#* 

XXXY.  Paragrapli  LI,  Special  Orders,  No.  4,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General’s  Office,  current  series,  granting  leave  of  absence 
for  ninety  days  to  Brig.  Geu.  E.  S.  Eipley,  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.,  is 
hereby  revoked. 

* #  *  * # * » 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 

JXO.  WITIIEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Ya.,  January  21,  1865. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

Induce,  by  all  encouragement  and  aid  you  can  give,  the  removal 
of  cotton,  whether  of  the  Government  or  of  private  individuals,  from 
Augusta.  In  removing,  it  is  preferable  to  place  it  as  far  as  practi- 
cable north  of  Branchville.  To  promote  removal  and  to  be  prepared 
for  contingencies,  make  preparations  to  burn  whatever  cotton  may  be 
in  the  city  in  event  of  its  evacuation  or  capture.  It  must  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

J.  A.  SEDDOX, 
Secretary  of  ^Var. 


Headquarters, 

Salkehatchie  Bridge,  January  21,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Geyieral : 

Captain:  Sergeant  Pay  singer  has  returned.  He  crossed  the  river 
at  or  near  the  pontoon  bridge  and  directed  his  route  toward  the  Mc- 
Phersonville  road,  crossed  it,  left  Pocotaligo  to  his  left,  and  went  down 
to  the  Coosawhatchie,  which  was  too  high  for  him  to  cross.  He  saw  two 
divisions  of  the  enemy  ou  the  march  to  Blountville  yesterday,  where 
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they  remained  until  10  o’clock  last  night,  returning  then  to  Pocotaligo. 
General  Mower  commanded  them  (from  the  statement  of  two  prisoners 
taken)  and  they  numbered,  by  his  calculation,  5,000  men.  He  affirms 
positively  that  only  the  Seventeenth  Corps  is  at  Pocotaligo  Station ; 
that  one  division  (a  small  one)  of  Foster’s  troops  is  at  Coosawhatchie. 
The  Fifteenth  Corps  is  at  Beaufort.  The  enemy,  he  reports,  are  tear- 
ing up  the  railroad  iron  between  the  Salkehatchie  Fiver  and  Pocotal- 
igo Station.  He  captured  four  prisoners.  Two  of  them  were  turned 
over  to  some  of  our  cavalry  and  two  sent  to  you. 

The  above  information  I regard  as  reliable.  I send  the  information 
for  the  perusal  of  the  major-general  commanding. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  D.  KENNEDY, 

Colonel,  Co7mnanding. 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Kadesh  Church,  near  McTieCs,  January  21^  1865. 
Caiit.  K.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Captain  : The  enemy  sent  up  this  road  (the  Salkehatchie)  yesterday 
a regiment  of  infantry,  preceded  by  a small  body  of  cavalry.  With  my 
regiment  I met  and  drove  back  their  cavalry  and  checked  their  infantry, 
who  retired  in  the  evening.  We  lost  one  man  killed;  none  wounded. 
We  captured  one  prisoner  with  a scouting  party  I sent  out,  a first 
lieutenant,  Webb,  of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio  Kegiment,  whom  I sent 
under  guard  this  morning  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee.  He  says 
they  have  in  the  main  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Army  Corps;  that 
Sherman  is  in  Beaufort  and  the  whole  force  will  be  over  in  a few  days; 
that  part  of  Sherman’s  army  is  marching  from  Savannah  and  thinks 
part  of  it  has  already  arrived  at  Coosawhatchie;  thinks  Sherman  is 
aiming  for  Charleston  direct.  Colonel  Harrison,  of  General  Wheeler’s 
cavalry,  has  arrived  to-day  with  his  brigade,  numbering  about  550  men, 
and  says  General  Humes  is  on  his  way  here  with  his  brigade.  All 
quiet  in  our  front  this  morning.  Their  movement  up  this  road  yester- 
day was  designed,  I suppose,  to  protect  the  left  of  the  movement  on 
Salkehatchie  bridge.  Please  inform  me  whether  a line  of  couriers  has 
been  established  [between]  Dubois’  Ford  and  your  headquarters.  If 
not,  it  is  very  desirable  that  one  be  established  at  once,  as  it  would 
save  some  thirty  miles  courier  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston^  8.  (7.,  January  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

In  the  Field: 

General:  If  the  section  of  Maxwell’s  battery  which  was  with  Gen- 
eral Iverson  is  now  serving  with  you  on  this  side  of  the  Savannah, 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  that  it  be  sent  to  rejoin  the  battery 
at  Adams’  Bun. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutan t-  General. 
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Headquarters, 
Salkehatchie,  January  21^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

General  : I received  to-day  statements  from  two  different  scouting 
parties,  both  comx)osed  of  tbe  most  reliable  men,  wlio  say  that  yester- 
day two  divisions  > of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  tlie  First  and 
Fourth,  marched  out  from  Pocotaligo  with  two  days^  rations  and  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition,  and  came  down  to  the  river  with  a large  pio- 
neer force,  stopping  at  a place  called  Blountville  until  10  o’clock  last 
night,  when  they  returned  to  Pocotaligo.  A scouting  i^arty  from  this 
force  having  been  observed  from  this  side  of  the  river,  I imt  my  people 
in  motion  to  repel  the  attack,  which  seemed  imminent.  I think  they 
returned  because  the  waters  were  rising  and  because  they  heard  the 
cheers  of  our  troops.  I regret  to  add  that  my  troops  fired  upon  each 
other  in  the  swamp,  the  mistake  being  caused  by  the  nature  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  operating.  The  Federal  force  referred  to 
by  the  scouts  numbered  (so  prisoners  say  who  were  taken  by  the  scouts) 
5,000  men  and  were  commanded  by  General  Mowry  [MowerJ.  Tlie 
enemy  (so  a reliable  and  experienced  scout  reports)  are  taking  up  the 
iron  from  the  railroad  between  the  Salkehatchie  and  Pocotaligo  Station. 
1 received  to-day  your  report  of  transportation,  dated  the  3d  instant. 
Cannot  imagine  where  it  has  been.  Previous  to  your  report  of  the 
19th,  just  received  (10  xl  m.),  nothing  had  been  received  since  day 
before  yesterday.  Prisoners  taken  say  that  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps  is,  or  is  about  to  be,  in  motion.  The  Seventeenth  Army  Corx)s 
is  at  Pocotaligo,  and  no  other;  so  it  is  positively  reported.  The  Fif- 
teenth is  at  Beaufort.  A small  division  of  Foster’s  is  at  Coosawhatchie. 
I send  you  to-day’s  papers  from  Charleston.  Passengers  from  Charles- 
ton report  that  Hood  is  at  Columbus.  ( Quien  sahe  f)  The  Salkehatchie 
is  very  high  and  rising  rapidly. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Laivtonville^  January  21  ^ 1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding^  dvc.,  ^Salkehatchie  Station: 

General:  A scout  sent  this  morning  in  direction  of  Hardeeville 
reports  that  he  went  within  six  miles  of  Hardeeville,  where  he  met  a 
seout  of  about  twenty-live  men  from  the  enemy,  who  told  citizens  they 
were  in  search  of  rebel  soldiers  who  were  lurking  about  home.  He 
reports  that  the  country  was  overflowed  by  the  river,  and  the  swam^is 
so  full  as  to  be  very  difficult  of  passage;  that  the  enemy  are  engaged 
in  cutting  the  blockage  out  of  the  llobertsville  road  and  the  Graham- 
ville  road.  A citizen  who  was  a jirisoner  in  Hardeeville  on  the  19th 
thought  that  there  was  at  least  one  corps  at  Hardeeville,  and  said  that 
he  had  heard  drums  in  the  direction  of  Purysburg,  but  was  unable  to 
learn  from  the  enemy  the  name  of  the  commanding  general  or  thecorx)S. 
He  saw  very  little  cavalry,  but  large  crowds  of  infantry;  could  hear 
nothing  of  any  crossing  the  Savannah  Kiver.  Had  lieanl  nothing  of 
any  boats  coming  as  high  up  as  Purysburg.  The  scout  thinks  their 
encampment  extends  from  Purysburg  to  Hardeeville;  he  heard  of  many 
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negroes  rnmiing  to  tlie  enemy.  A scout  went  yesterday  in  three  miles 
of  Graliamville  and  saw  no  enemy  5 lie  thinks  the  enemy  picket  but  a 
short  distance  in  their  front.  Keports  from  near  Pocotaligo  indicate 
that  the  enemy  is  demonstrating  upon  Salkehatchie  bridge.  General 
Humes’  entire  division  is  now  between  the  Combahee  and  Ooosaw- 
hatchie  Eivers  to  oppose  the  enemy’s  advance  northward.  I have 
instructed  him  to  cut  down  trees  across  the  road. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

eT.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 

NT.  B. — Everything  reported  quiet  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  river. 
Enemy  seems  to  have  discontinued  foraging  beyond  Bryan  County. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

January  21^  1865. 

Col.  O.  M.  Messick  and  Lieut.  Col.  John  F.  Cameron  are  announced 
as  provost-marshals  of  this  corps,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Wheeler: 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 

Jjieutenantj  Aide-cle-Camp  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Geji. 


Charleston,  January  22^  1865. 

President  Davis  : 

I am  so  impressed  with  the  belief  that  in  the  military  operations  in 
the  next  few  days  in  this  State  the  fate  of  the  Confederation  is  deeply 
involved,  that  I am  here  to  urge  upon  General  Hardee  the  defense  of 
Charleston  to  the  last  moment,  in  the  hope  that  meanwhile  re-enforce- 
ments will  enable  us  to  hold  it.  I am  using  all  influence  with  Governor 
Brown  and  Governor  Vance  to  keep  our  States  together  and  each  give 
its  help  to  the  other,  but  confidence  is  almost  lost  and  hope  is  to  a 
great  extent  gone.  To  restore  these  and  rally  the  people  here  and 
elsewhere  there  must  be  a stand-point  to  which  all  should  look  as  the 
place  where  the  purposes  and  strength  of  our  Government  are  exhib- 
ited. Circumstances  have  plainly  made  Charleston  and  its  connec- 
tions that  place.  The  loss  of  these,  added  to  our  other  losses,  will 
spread  dismay,  and  I fear  that  such  a loss  will  be  taken  as  proof 
that  our  cause  is  without  life  or  hope,  and  any  effectual  resistance  can- 
not be  prolonged.  My  intelligence  from  adjoining  States  confirms  these 
apprehensions  most  fully. 

Give  General  Hardee  the  help  with  which  he  can  oppose  General 
Sherman  and  I assure  you  that  the  spirit  of  the  people  will  rise  again. 
Not  to  sustain  him  is  to  confirm  the  belief  that  our  cause  is  already 
lost.  In  my  letter  to  General  Lee,  written  within  a few  days,  1 repeat 
to  you  what  I'll ave  said.  It  is  because  I feel  the  fate  of  Charleston 
and  of  Branchville  to  a great  extent  will  determine  that  of  other 
States,  and  with  it  the  cause  of  the  Confederation,  that  I urge  the 
necessity  for  aid  upon  you  in  the  most  impressive  manner.  Riclimond 
w'ill  hereby  fall  wfiien  Charleston  is  lost.  To  retain  Richmond  until 
Charleston  is  lost  is  to  sacrifice  both.  If  Charleston  can  be  saved, 
and  in  doing  that  the  means  of  resistance  for  the  whole  Confederation 


1036  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

can  be  preserved,  tlien,  altbougli  to  give  succor  to  Oliarleston  iniglit 
liasteu  the  fall  of  Eichmond,  yet  to  give  that  succor  without  delay 
is,  to  me,  the  obvious  policy.  God  forbid  that  I should  urge  you  to  give 
up  an  inch  of  the  soil  of  Virginia  that  can  be  saved;  but  if  it  must  be 
inevitably  lost,  to  delay  that  inevitable  necessity  at  such  a cost  as  to 
endanger  our  whole  cause,  is  not  to  accomplish  any  good. 

In  the  meanwhile  let  me  again  say  to  you  that  every  hour  is  now  of 
the  last  consequence  to  us. 

A.  G.  MAGEATH. 


[January  22,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1069.] 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Kadesh  Churchy  on  the  JSaU'ehatchie  Road, 

January  22,  1865 — Night. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Scouts  have  just  reported  to  me  that  they  went  as  far  as 
Sellers’  to-day  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  Eailroad,  about  two 
miles  this  side  of  Salkehatchie  bridge,  and  that  as  far  as  they  could  see  in 
either  direction  the  railroad  track  was  torn  up  and  the  cross-ties  piled 
and  burning.  This  appears  to  me  to  indicate  the  abandonment  of  Poco- 
taligo  as  a base,  and  that  they  will  attempt  to  cross  the  river  lower 
down  or  fall  back  to  Savannah  and  move  on  toward  Augusta.  They  are 
still  picketing  in  half  a mile  of  Pocotaligo  Station,  their  line  of  pickets 
being  encountered  by  my  scouts  at  that ’distance  from  that  station.  I 
have  a ferry  established  from  Weakley’s,  on  this  side,  to  Dubois’  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Salkehatchie,  and  a boat  kept  on  each  side.  It  is 
three  miles  from  Dubois’  to  the  line  of  couriers,  extending  from  your 
headquarters  to  Broxton’s  Bridge.  If  you  will  direct  your  communi- 
cations to  me  at  Kadesh  Church  via  Dubois’  Crossing,  and  order  the 
courier  nearest  that  crossing  to  take  them  there,  communication  can  be 
had  between  us  in  one-third  the  time  via  Broxton’s  Bridge. 

Please  do  me  the  favor  to  have  some  one  appointed  to  open  the  Poco- 
taligo and  Grahamville  mails  and  forward  all  letters,  &c.,  for  members 
of  my  regiment. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  several  which  you  have  had  the  kindness 
to  send  me.  You  will  further  oblige  me  by  sending  any  letters  at  Sal- 
kehatchie directed  to  W.  D.  Gregorie. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel,  Com m an d in g. 


Headquarters  Conner’s  Brigade, 

January  22,  1865. 

Captain  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I desire  to  inform  the  major-general  commanding  that  a 
working  party  of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  about  half  an  hour 
since,  and  proceeded  to  tear  up  the  railroad.  I ordered  Captain  Barn- 
well to  open  on  them  from  his  gun  on  the  railroad,  and  after  six  shots 
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succeeded  in  dispersing  tliem.  Sergeant  Paysinger  is  absent  on  a scout, 
in  comi^any  with  Captain  Dickertj  as  soon  as  he  returns  I will  order 
him  to  report  to  the  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  LEWIE, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commandmg. 


Headquarters, 
Sallcehatchie,  January  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

General  : I do  not  consider  that  I have  anything  to  do  with  your 
routine  papers,  but  General  Hardee  wishes  you  to  report  daily  to  him 
directly,  as  well  as  to  myself,  all  movements  of  the  enemy.  I report  to 
General  Hardee  all  important  information  received  from  you,  and  he 
does  the  same  to  me.  This  is  done  in  order  to  obtain  certain  informa- 
tion and  to  make  sure  that  both  are  informed.  General  Hardee,  I 
think,  was  under  the  impression  that  your  reports  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  were  to  be  sent  via  Midway  or  Branch ville,  so  that  if  this 
line  should  fail  from  any  cause  there  would  be  a chance  to  be  informed 
by  tlie  other.  The  enemy  are  tearing  up  the  railroad  and  burning  and 
twisting  the  iron  between  the  Salkehatchie  and  Pocotaligo.  The  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps  is  at  Pocotaligo,  fortifying;  so  it  is  said.  A demon- 
stration was  made  to  cross  the  river  on  the  20th,  but  it  amounted  to 
nothing.  A small  division  of  FostePs  is  at  Coosawhatchie.  A prisoner 
taken  on.  the  other  side  reports  that  some  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
have  come  over  from  Beaufort,  but  no  prisoners  have  been  taken  from 
that  corps. 

I am,  general,  very  resi^ectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major- U eneral.  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Laivtonville,  January  22,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Commanding  Division  Cava  lry : 

General:  1 can  hear  of  no  movement  of  the  enemy  to-day;  scouts 
report  considerable  force  near  Hardeeville;  they  also  report  the  enemy 
clearing  the  road  of  the  obstructions  placed  in  the  road  by  our  forces.  I 
regret  that  the  dispatches  did  not  go  directly  through.  I have  directed 
General  Humes  to  have  the  line  thoroughly  inspected  and  ascertain 
where  the  difficulty  is.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  newspapers. 
Bespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

January  22,  1865. 

General  Wheeler: 

General:  A scout  has  just  returned  from  Gill isonville  and  states 
that  the  enemy  is  in  force  at  or  near  Pocotaligo  (could  not  learn  whose 
corps).  Their  advance  picket  is  in  four  miles  of  Gillison ville ; base 
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picket  at  a bridge,  supposed  Ooosawliatcbie  bridge ; but  little  cavalry 
at  Pocotaligo.  All  scouts,  if  any  considerable  numbers,  are  composed 
of  infantry.  This  information  derived  from  citizen  who  had  been  to 
Pocotaligo  yesterday  to  take  the  oath,  news  from  toward  Gra- 
hamville  or  Eobertsville. 

Eespectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 


Macon,  January  23 , 1865. 

President  Gavis  : 

1 have  ordered  out  the  reserve  militia,  over  fifty  years  of  age,  who 
are  a t home,  and  the  whole  patrol  force  of  the  State,  to  arrest  and  send 
forward  deserters  and  stragglers. 

JOS.  E.  BEOWNT. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  23,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  tS.  C. : 

Our  need  of  artillery  officers,  men,  and  harness,  is  very  urgent.  We 
have  twelve  6-pounders,  four  3-inch  rifles,  two  20  and  two  10-pounder 
Parrotts,  but  no  men  or  horses  or  harness.  If  you  could  send  me  a 
chief  of  artillery  and  some  artillery  officers  I would  try  to  extemporize 
three  or  four  batteries  and  man  them  from  the  hospitals.  I have 
adopted  the  line  of  Big  Horse  Greek  for  the  defense  of  the  north  side. 
It  is  a fair  line  for  temporary  defense,  but  can  be  turned  by  way  of 
Graniteville.  The  negroes  come  in  slowly;  the  engineers  are  fearfully 
slow  and  the  work  makes  no  progress.  If  broken  through  on  this  line, 
should  we  cross  the  river  or  make  toward  Edgefield  Court-House'?  It 
is  important  to  know  your  views  to  make  a system  of  defense  accord- 
ingly. If  I can  muster  but  twenty  men  I expect  to  make  fight,  but 
contingencies  should  be  provided  for.  I think  it  probable  that  the 
rains  may  make  Sherman  slope  suddenly  to  the  south  side  of  Savannah. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Harrison’s  Brigade, 
Broxton^s  Bridge,  iS.  C.,  January  23,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  report  through  you  to  the  general 
commanding  the  result  of  a reconnaissance  made  of  the  lines  covered 
by  my  command  on  the  Big  Salkehatchie  Eiver,  reaching  from  Dubois’ 
Landing  to  Buford’s  Bridge.  The  crossing  ways  come  in  rotation  as 
follows:  Dubois’  Landing  (a  foot  log),  Toby’s  Bluft,  Eoberts’  Ford, 
Broxton’s  Bridge,  Eivers’  Bridge,  Buford’s  Bridge,  the  swamp  varying 
from  ten  i^aces  to  half  a mile  to  the  run  of  the  river  on  the  east  side. 
The  river  in  most  places  is  swimming.  The  swam])  is  soft  but  not 
boggy;  could  with  some  difficulty  be  penetrated  by  horsemen  in  many 
places;  in  many  places  footmen  can  cross  by  felling  timber,  which  is 
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very  thick.  The  swamp  is  low  and  upon  an  average  about  1,200  yards 
wide.  At  this  time  it  is  almost  entirely  inundated.  In  many  places 
other  currents  than  the  main  stream  are  running  several  feet  deep. 
There  are  blind  paths  which  would  be  difficult  to  lind  except  through 
guides  between  all  the  above  points.  The  water  covering  the  swamp  is 
generally  shallow — say  from  six  to  eighteen  inches  deep.  During  dry 
seasons  the  river  might  be  easily  crossed  at  almost  any  point. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  P.  HARRISON,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


[January  23,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1118.] 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  23,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  The  freshet  makes  me  somewhat  apprehensive  of  a gun- 
boat raid  upon  Augusta.  Have  you  sharpshooters  upon  the  river  “?  I 
had  ordered  a detachment  from  Colonel  Anderson’s  regiment  to  Shell 
Bluff  for  the  purpose,  but  as  he  appeared  adverse  to  the  sei:>aration  of 
his  command  1 have  sent  a local  company  down.  I know  nothing  of 
its  efficiency.  I am  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  blockading  the  roads. 
As  delay  is  everything  to  us  I hope  that  you  will  prosecute  the  work 
with  vigor.  Too  much  of  it  cannot  be  done. 

With  great  respect, 

I),  n.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division, 
Hicliory  Hill,  S.  C.,  January  23,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 

General:  The  position  of  my  brigades  is  within  five  miles  of  Poco- 
taligo,  and  in  three  or  four  days  the  su])ply  of  rations  and  forage  will 
be  exhausted  in  that  vicinity  and  cannot  be  obtained  within  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  miles.  I desire  instructions  for  that  exigency.  Let  me  ask 
that  you  will  im})ress  upon  Captain  Norton,  corps  quartermaster,  how 
very  needy  my  command  are  of  clothing,  and  I would  inquire  why  the 
insufficient  supply  expected  from  Augusta  has  not  reached  me.  All 
is  quiet  in  my  front,  as  reported  by  my  brigade  commanders  this 
morning. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- G eneral. 


Springfield,  January  23,  1865. 

Col.  M.  W.  Hannon, 

Commanding  Brigade^  Iverson’’ s Division : 

Colonel:  I have  just  learned  from  Lieutenant  Beck,  on  Augusta 
road,  that  two  gun-boats  have  landed  near  the  mouth  of  Ebenezer 
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Creek  and  that  tlieir  men  are  coming  asliore.  They  appear  to  be  infantry 
or  sailors;  so  says  lie.  I will  go  down  there  and  see  what  they  are 
doing  in  the  morning.  I have  just  relieved  Colonel  Barclay. 
Respectfully, 

R.  F.  DAVIS, 
Captain^  Commanding  Li 7ie. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Georgia  Cavalry, 

January  23,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  F.  Lawton, 

Assistayit  A djutant- General : 

Captain  : There  is  no  additional  news  from  our  scouts.  The  nearest 
picket  of  the  enemy  is  at  King’s  Bridge,  on  the  Ogeechee.  Our  scouts 
are  kept  in  front  of  them.  I foep  no  regular  picket  near  them.  If  the 
scouts  on  the  north  side  of  the  Ogeechee  watch  the  enemy  closely,  I do 
not  think  he  can  make  a movement  without  being  discovered  in  time, 
if  my  scouts  between  the  Ogeechee  and  the  Cannouchee  do  their  duty 
well. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  HARRIS, 
Lieutenant-  Golo7ieJ,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office. 

No.  19.  ‘ ) Richmo7id,  Jaiiuary  24,  1865. 

#*#**#* 

XIY.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Butler’s  divis- 
ion of  cavalry  in  South  Carolina,  Brig.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Young,  with  the 
detachment  from  the  division  under  his  command,  will  report  for  duty 
to  General  Butler. 

* # * * * # * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

A ssistant  A djutant- Genera  1. 


Ai^gitsta,  January  24,  1865. 

(Received  8.20.) 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  5Var: 

Steps  were  taken  some  days  ago  in  reference  to  that  matter. 
Respectfully, 

1).  H.  HILL, 
Major -Ge^ieral. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  24,  1865. 

Capt.  L.  P.  Grant, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

Can  send  you  no  impressing  officer.  If  quartermasters  cannot  sup- 
ply you  you  will  impress  for  temporary  use  the  necessary  transporta- 
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tion  to  repair  Georgia  Railroad.  We  have  no  authority  over  Georgia 
militia.  Call  on  Governor  Brown  or  on  General  Cobb  for  details  from 
Reserves.  &c. 

GEORGE  W^M.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Harrison’s  Brigade, 
l7i  the  Field.)  Broxtonh  Bridge^  Ja^iuary  24 ^ 1865. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  to  inquire  if  the  major-general  desires 
me  to  send  troops  to  Buford’s  Bridge  to  replace  Cumming’s  command 
and  First  Georgia  Reserves,  ordered  to  this  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  HARRISON,  Jr., 

Co lonel)  Co7n 711  andmg. 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Kadesh  Churchy  January  24^  1865. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : Affairs  at  the  front  remain  unchanged  since  my  last  com- 
munication. The  enemy  has  been  quiet  since  the  tearing  up  of  the 
railroad  track  and  has  made  no  demonstration  in  the  last  two  days. 
His  pickets,  however,  are  still  in  half  a mile  of  Pocotaligo  Station,  but 
posted  so  near  together  (seventy- five  yards  apart)  that  my  scouts  have 
been  unable  to  penetrate  within  their  picket-lines.  A division  of  Gen- 
eral Wheeler’s  cavalry,  under  General  Humes,  is  very  near  me,  whose 
orders  are  said  to  be  to  support  me,  but  they  clecline  doing  any  picket 
duty.  As  they  have  eaten  out  the  country  around  here,  and  my  trans- 
portation has  been  very  much  reduced  by  a number  of  wagons  taken 
by  Captahi  Lovelace,  of  General  Conner’s  infantry  brigade,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  me  to  fall  back  some  ten  miles  from  my  present  position 
(in  order  to  subsist  my  command),  which  will  throw  me  fifteen  miles 
from  my  picket  base.  Under  these  circumstances  I would  resx)ectfully 
suggest  that  either  my  regiment  or  a iiortion  of  General  Humes’  divis- 
ion be  sent  to  a position  where  we  can  subsist  our  troops  and  be  more 
useful  to  the  Government. 

Please  inform  the  general  that  immediately  on  the  reception  of  his 
letter  in  regard  to  Caiffain  Hanckel’s  wagons  I sent  Captain  Peeples, 
Company  K,  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  general’s  letter,  and  have  heard  that  yesterday  sixteen  of 
the  wagons  passed  Broxton’s  Bridge  on  their  way  to  the  general’s 
quartermaster.  I understand  that  he  had  to  go  all  the  way  to  Augusta, 
but  have  heard  nothing  from  him  officially  as  yet. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Co  lo  nel,  Com  m a biding. 
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January  24,  1865 — 7 a.  in. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General  : A telegram  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  placed  the 
cavalry  in  this  district  temporarily  under  my  command.  This  seems 
to  me  the  only  arrangement  that  can  be  made.  If  I am  to  be  held 
responsible  for  the  defense  of  Augusta,  the  troops  directly  defending  it 
ought,  of  course,  be  under  the  responsible  commander.  As  I under- 
stand it.  Generals  Iverson  and  Ferguson  still  belong  to  your  division, 
and  their  routine  papers,  rolls,  &c.,  pass  through  you,  but  while 
detached  are  subject  to  my  orders.  I hope  that  your  engineers  press 
matters  better  than  mine.  The  blockading  of  the  road  below  and  get-' 
ting  a strong  line  which  Sherman  cannot  break  through  is  of  infinite 
importance. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  n.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Stafford's  Cross-Roads.  S.  €.,  January  24.^  1865 — 9.02  x).  m. 
Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant  Hinkle,  of  the  Kentucky  Brigade,  has  just  returned 
from  a scout.  He  found  the  enemy  two  miles  this  side  of  Gillisonville; 
he  thinks  about  a regiment  of  infantry.  He  drove  in  their  advance 
picket,  and  found  they  had  log  breast- works  some  fifty  yards  on  the  left 
of  the  road.  He  could  not  see  how  long  upon  the  right.  He  saw  no 
cavalry  at  all,  no  smoke  or  camp,  and  thinks  they  had  just  come  out 
there.  Ma;jor  Austin,  in  charge  of  detail,  began  blockading  the  road 
about  three-quarters  of  a mile  this  side  of  their  breast- works,  and  is 
at  work  to-night  with  fifty  men.  We  will  continue  it  to  morrow.  The 
lieutenant  thinks  it  impossible  for  them  to  move  up  this  road  with  a 
train,  on  account  of  the  water  (which  is  all  over  the  country),  for  sev- 
eral days.  A scout  from  my  brigade  this  morning  went  to  Beaver 
Dam  without  hearing  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 
Colonel y Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

January  ^7,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Iverson, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General  : A dispatch  from  General  Wheeler,  just  received,  informs 
me  that  the  Yankees  are  burning  the  railroad  about  Pocotaligo.  This 
means  a change  of  base,  and  most  likely  to  this  side  of  the  river.  It  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should  delay  the  Yankees  as  long 
as  possible,  that  Ave  may  be  able  to  send  you  re-enforcements,  and  that 
we  may  remove  the  cotton  from  tlie  city.  I wish  you  to  blockade, 
efiectually,  all  the  roads  as  low  down  as  possible,  especially  the  roads 
Avhich  turn  Brier  Creek.  Press  forward  the  work  Avilh  uhe  utmost 
expedition.  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 

Yours,  truly. 


D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General j Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Tennessee  Cavalry  Brigade, 

January  24^  1865. 

Lieut.  Charles  A.  Elder, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Cavalry  Division: 

Lieutenant:  Lieutenant  Wall,  of  the  First  Tennessee,  who  went  in 
charge  of  the  scout  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Pocotaligo,  has 
just  returned  with  three  prisoners  that  he  caught  beyond  McPherson- 
ville  at  the  swamp,”  which  is  two  miles  this  side  of  Pocotaligo. 
These  prisoners  say  that  they  belong  to  Major-General  Mower’s  division ; 
that  they  were  detailed  at  division  headquarters  as  a guard,  and  were 
outside  of  the  pickets  with  a wagon  getting  wood  for  the  general’s 
quarters  when  captured.  They  also  report  the  other  two  divisions 
(Major-General  Leggett’s  and  Belknaii’s)  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
(Frank  Blair’s)  at  Pocotaligo;  also  that  General  Frank  Blair’s  head- 
quarters are  one  mile  and  a half  beyond  Pocotaligo  Station.  They 
also  say  that  they  do  not  know  where  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  is;  that 
they  left  it  near  Savannah,  and  know  of  no  mounted  troops  in  this 
State  except  a portion  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  which 
is  camped  with  the  Seventeenth  Corps;  that  they  left  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  at  Beaufort  and  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  in  Savannah. 

I am,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  w.  McKenzie, 
Colonel,  Com m andin g. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  25,  1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

Enemy  made  a demonstration  on  Little  Britain  Island  yesterday. 
Re-enforcements  for  Charleston  are  needed  immediately.  Send  me,  if 
possible,  3,000.men  at  once.  All  quiet  on  the  Combahee.  I will  keep 
you  fully  advised. 

• W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  25,  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Mobile,  Ala.: 

Lee’s  corps,  now  passing  through,  is  destitute  of  clothing.  I shall 
order  all  to  be  had  here  to  be  issued  to  them.  Cheatham  is,  I learn,  iii 
like  condition.  I will  telegraph  to  General  Lawton  to  make  provision 
for  them  at  Augusta.  General  Ripley’s  leave  has  been  revoked  and  he 
is  ordered  here. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  January  25,  1865.  (Received  27th.) 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon: 

We  are  xuoceeding  to  execute  orders  in  relation  [to]  slaves.  Delay 
occasioned  by  several  causes,  chieliy  by  supposed  difficulty  of  State 
action,  which  I do  not  think  exists.  I have  been  in  field  for  several 
months.  JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr. 
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Salkehatchie  Station,  January  25^  1865. 
Major-General  Wheeler: 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  me  to  say  that  lie 
desires  you  to  keep  yourself  in  communication  with  Major-General 
McLaws,  who  is  now  on  the  Combahee,  with  headquarters  near  the 
Salkehatchie  railroad  bridge,  and  if  the  enemy  should  cross  at  or  near 
this  point  he  wishes  you  to  cross  a portion  of  your  cavalry.  As  soon 
as  you  can  spare  Colcock’s  cavalry  you  had  better  send  it  to  report  to 
General  McLaws  on  this  side  of  the  river.  If  you  think  it  advisable 
you  can  destroy  the  bridges  above  Broxton’s  Bridge  as  you  retire. 

Kesiiectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Ai^sistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headc^uarters  District  of  Georgia, 

January  25,  1865. 


General  J.  Wheeler:  ' 


General  : The  burning  of  ties  at  Pocotaligo  seems  to  indicate  a 
change  of  base,  either  to  the  Augusta  side  of  the  river  or  to  Wilming- 
ton. It  is  of  the  utmost  imiiortance  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  reports 
of  the  scouts. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


January  25,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General  : It  seems  to  me  that  the  report  of  the  scout  in  regard  to 
the  burning  at  Pocotaligo  is  of  the  utmost  imx)ortance,  and  that  no 
pains  should  be  lost  in  verifying  jitj.  If  the  thing  be  so  it  means  a 
change  of  base  to  this  side  of  the  river  or  to  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Lawtonville,  January  25,  1865 — 7.25  p.  m. 

General  L.  McLaws, 

Gommaiiding,  &e. : 

General  : Scouts  from  the  Georgia  side  of  Savannah  Eiver  report 
the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  is  being  encamiied  at  Shaver’s  Swam})  and 
as  having  sent  scouts  to  Station  No.  2 on  Central  Kailroad.  They  state 
that  loaded  wagons  were  brought  with  them  which  were  [unloaded  and 
sent]  back  to  Savannah  for  more.  Tliat  the  enemy  say  they  intend 
moving  forward  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  iiermit.  The  boats  rei)orted 
day  before  yesterday  as  moving  up  the  Savannah  Eiver  are  now  said 
to  be  small  ones,  which  were  going  for  wood  and  provisions.  They  had 
gone  as  high  up  as  Groveustein’s  Landing.  General  McCoy  thinks  the 
enemy  are  lueparing  tomakeai’aid  into  Southwestern  Georgia,  though 
he  gives  no  special  evidences  as  to  what  his  opinion  is  based  on.  Other 
scouts  think  that  Kilpatrick  is  concentrating  his  cavalry  in  Savannah, 
and  citizens  say  the  Yankees  tell  them  they  do  not  intend  making  any 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


1045 


more  raids  west  of  the  Ogeecliee.  It  was  thought  if  the  enemy  did 
make  the  raid  which  General  McCoy  feared,  the  object  would  be  to 
liberate  the  prisoners  at  Andersonville.  I think  the  enemy  will  not 
send  any  cavalry  westward.  Scouts  from  near  Pocotaligo  report  that 
the  Seventeenth  and  part  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  were  near  that  place 
and  the  remainder  of  the  Fifteenth  at  Beaufort.  The  [enemy  send] 
scouts  daily  a few  miles  [sic]  Grahamville  and  Gillisonville,  but  I hear 
of  no  farther  advance.  I have  the  roads  so  thoroughly  blockaded  that 
it  is  difficult  for  my  scouts  to  get  through  to  see  the  enemy. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 
Sprinfffield,  Oa.^  January  ^5,  1865. 

Col.  M.  W.  Hannon: 

Colonel  : Since  my  report  yesterday  evening  scouts  came  in  and 
report  the  enemy  on  the  move.  They  were  on  Middle  Ground  and 
McCall  roads,  eight  miles  from  here.  Lieutenant  Ward’s  scouts 
captured  one.  The  enemy  were  moving  in  direction  of  Middle  Ground 
road.  The  captured  was  infantry.  We  see  a camp-fire  about  seven 
miles  from  here.  I am  confident  we  will  see  them  early  in  the  morn- 
ing. From  all  information  it  is  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  moving  in 
direction  of  Sister’s  Ferry  ; some  say  to  Augusta. 

Respectfully, 

R.  F.  DAYIS, 
Captain^  Commanding  Line. 


Charleston,  January  36,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon: 

An  order  received  to-day  from  General  S.  Cooper  directs  return  to 
North  Carolina  of  the  Fiftieth  Regiment  and  Tenth  Battalion.  They 
are  almost  the  only  regular  troops  holding  line  of  the  Combahee;  the 
remainder.  Reserves,  are  much  dissatisfied  at  being  detained  out  of  their 
own  States.  The  withdrawal  might  cause  the  loss  of  that  line  and 
result  in  great  [sie\. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

[Indor.sement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  President. 

1 have  directed  the  order  to  be  ['nc]. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Audusta,  Ga.,  January  26,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston  : 

Letters  and  dispatches  from  Richmond  are  very  urgent  in  regard  to 
forwarding  sui)plies  to  that  point.  Major  Macon,  of  the  titlie  depart- 
ment, reports  that  stragglers  from  the  cavalry,  local  cavalry  companies, 
and  recruiting  camps  for  broken-down  horses  are  absorbing  very  largely 
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the  tithes  of  the  State.  He  tells  me  that  sixty  men  are  at  Warren  ton, 
with  their  horses,  claiming  to  belong  to  Brigadier-General  Williams’ 
staff.  These  recruiting  camps  are  real  nuisances.  I saw  one  where 
they  had  been  two  months,  and  there  had  been  no  improvement  among 
their  horses.  I never  saw  such  a set  of  scare-crows.  Citizens  told  me 
the  men  straggled  over  the  country  and  for  days  the  horses  were  neither 
fed  nor  watered.  What  we  need  is  efficient  cavalry,  not  immense  bands 
of  plunderers  scattered  over  the  country.  Nine-tenths  of  the  so-called 
cavalry  never  see  and  cannot  be  induced  to  see  an  armed  Yankee. 
They  are  hundreds  of  miles  off  plundering  and  professing  to  organize. 
If  we  are  ever  starved  into  submission  it  will  [be]  through  these  fel- 
lows. What  I wish  to  propose  is  the  getting  together  of  this  organized 
or  semi-organized  mob  and  putting  them  into  infantry  service.  Iffajor 
Macon  tells  me  that  he  is  getting  nothing  from  Central  Georgia,  as 
there  is  a large  command  under  a man  named  Glenn  at  or  near  Athens 
consuming  the  tithe.  I don’t  know  who  Glenn  is,  his  rank,  anteced- 
ents, or  nature  of  his  command.  Ought  not  the  attention  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  be  called  to  this  great  evil,  and  to  the  necessity  of  dis- 
banding or  changing  into  infantry  this  omniverous  mob  before  they 
bring  a famine  upon  the  fighting  men  of  the  army  ? 

Eespectfully  and  truly, 

H.  H.  HILL, 

Major -Oeneral. 


Charleston,  January  26,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Order  Colcock’s  regiment  to  this  side  of  the  Combahee.  Inform 
General  Wheeler. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistaut  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

January  26,  1865. 

Colonel  Harrison, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

Colonel:  I received  an  order  last  night  from  General  Humes  to 
co-operate  with  you  in  blocking  the  roads,  and  retire  back  when  that 
was  done.  Yesterday  when  your  adjutant  came  down  below  to  com- 
mence blocking  I asked  him  to  suspend  operations,  as  I had  received 
no  orders  to  fall  back.  Now,  however,  I am  prepared  to  co-operate 
with  you  and  will  thank  you  to  send  a scpiad,  with  as  many  axes  as 
you  can  collect.  We  will  begin  operations  at  Ferguson’s  Branch. 
When  will  you  be  prepared  to  fall  back;  how  far,  and  by  what  road 
will  you  retire?  Forage  is  so  scarce  that  it  would  be  best  for  us  to 
take  different  roads,  if  possible.* 

A^ery  respectffilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

*Thi8  communication  was  cai)tnre(l  l)y  tbo  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  F.  Force, 
commanding  Third  Division,  Seventeenth  Army  Corjis,  and  by  that  general  for- 
warded to  his  corps  commander  (General  Blair). 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  January  26^  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : It  seems  to  me  that  the  orders  to  Iverson  to  re-enforce 
Ferguson  in  case  of  an  advance  upon  Southwest  Georgia  leave  us  here 
in  a very  exposed  position.  There  is  nothing  else  upon  the  line  of 
Brier  Creek  but  Iverson’s  command.  Should  it  be  moved  entirely  or  in 
part  Augusta  is  uncovered.  I hope  that  his  orders  will  be  modified 
until  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements  and  the  sending  of  infantry  down. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  II.  HILL, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

January  26,  1865. 

General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  The  order  to  Iverson  to  re-enforce  Ferguson  in  case  of 
an  advance  upon  the  latter  would,  if  executed,  uncover  Augusta.  I 
have  no  other  troops  than  Iverson’s  upon  Brier  Creek.  I hope  that 
the  order  will  be  modified  until  re-enforcements  arrive  and  I can  get 
infantry  upon  Brier  Creek. 

liespectfully  and  truly. 


D;  H.  HILL, 
Major-  General. 


[January  26,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws  (two  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  see  Part  I,  p.  1118.]  . 


strength  of  Iverson’s  division,  Wheeler’s  corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Iverson,  C.  S.  Army, 
commanding,  January  26,1865.* 


Troops. 

Efi'ective 

total. 

Aggregate 

present. 

Aggregate 
present  and 
absent. 

Hannon’s  brigaded 

545 

879 

1,564 
1,  069 

Lewis’  brigade  b 

327 

524 

Total 

872 

1,403 

2,633 

a Ouly  410  serviceable  horses.  b Only  281  serviceable  horses. 


Green’s  Ovt,  January  27,  1865 — 8 f).  m. 
Brigadier-General  Iverson, 

Commanding  Cavalry 

General  : Troops  are  reaching  Augusta  from  Hood’s  army.  It  is 
of  infinite  importance  that  you  should  delay  them  by  figliting  them 
vigorously.  Ihie  whole  of  Georgia  is  full  of  bitter  complaints  of  Wheel- 
er’s cavalry.  I hope  that  your  stout  and  gallant  resistaiuie  will  redeem 
the  odium  cast  upon  the  command.  I learned  to-day,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, that  there  were  no  fortifications  at  Brannon’s  Bridge.  1 have 

*A8  shown  by  inspection  rei)orts. 
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ordered  out  a party  to-night  to  go  down  and  begin  work.  When  you 
cross  over  destroy  the  bridge  effectually  and  hold  the  crossings  at  all 
hazards.  Let  me  know  your  line  of  retreat,  and  keep  me  constantly 
l)osted  in  regard  to  all  movements.  Organize  an  efficient  corps  of  scouts 
and  put  them  under  an  officer  who  is  not  afraid.  I don't  want  to  know 
what  citizens  say,  but  what  scouts  see.  We  must  not  be  deceived  by 
ffilse  information. 

1 cannot  use  too  strong  language  in  urging  upon  you  the  importance 
of  delaying  the  enemy  by  fighting  them.  If  you  but  draw  a line  of 
battle  every  mile  you  will  compel  him  to  do  the  same,  and  thus  give  us 
time,  which  is  everything  to  our  success.  I once  heard  General  Jack- 
son  say  that  with  one  regiment  he  would  engage  to  keep  any  force 
marching  on  one  road  from  advancing  more  than  five  miles  per  day.  If 
you  divide  your  command  and  hold  each  road  you  can  check  the  Yan- 
kees until  our  forces  come  up.  Augusta  depends  upon  this  delay. 

Yours,  trulv  and  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — Don’t  let  it  be  known  to  citizens  that  re-enfofcements  are  com- 
ing up. 


Montgomery,  January  27^  1865. 

(Received  G.40.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

If  General  Hardee’s  telegram  of  the  9th  instant  refers  to  condition 
and  conduct  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  while  in  Georgia  he  is  positively  mis- 
informed, as  is  proven  by  communication  to  these  headquarters. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


[January  27,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1069.] 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  27^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston.,  S.  C.: 

General  Hill  directed  to  hold,  subject  to  your  orders,  3,000  effectives, 
provided  enemy  is  not  advanced  on  Augusta. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  22.  ) Richmond.,  Va.,  January  27,  1865. 

******* 
XLVI.  The  Fiftieth  Regiment  and  Tenth  Battalion  North  Carolina 
Volunteers  will  remain  on  duty  in  the  Department  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Florida  until  further  orders. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  27^  1865. 

Maj.  Geu.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Augusta^  Ga.: 

Assume  command  of  troops  as  they  arrive  at  Augusta  and  report 
numbers  to  General  Hardee.  You  will  send  3,000  etfectives  to  General 
Hardee  should  he  call  for  them,  provided  enemy  is  not  advancing  on 
Augusta.  So  advise  him. 

GEOKGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

January  27,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  VV.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  : The  enemy  advanced  a force  about  three  miles  up  this  road 
yesterday,  which  we  checked  and  held  back  all  day.  From  information 
received  it  appears  that  this  force  was  sent  to  protect  their  flank  on 
this  side  while  their  [main]  body  went  into  the  swamp  opposite  Mrs. 
McTier’s  with  pontoons  to  try  and  cross  the  river.  They  bogged  down 
and  were  compelled  to  give  it  up  and  retire.  My  scouts  report  that 
they  have  all  gone  back  to  Pocotaligo.  Their  force  was  reported  to  be 
7,000  infantry  and  250  cavalry. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

I am  now  reporting  to  General  Wheeler,  but  will  keep  General 
McLaws  posted  as  to  the  enemy^s  movements  in  his  front.  I under- 
stand the  general  ordered  Lowry’s  company  to  report  to  me  a week  since. 
They  have  not  done  so.  C.  J.  C. 

[First  iuclorsement.J 

Headquarters, 
Salkehatchie,  January  28,  1865. 

Colonel  Riser: 

General  McLaws  directs  that  you  make  inquiries  about  the  crossing 
mentioned  within  and  return  this  paper  by  courier. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  LAMAR,  Jr., 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Captain  : There  is  a ford  in  the  river  near  McTier’s  house.  The 
'most  direct  road  is  to  leave  the  Broxton’s  Bridge  road  near  Benton’s 
house,  distance  one  mile  and  a half.  Path  very  good. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  C.  RISER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Whippy  Swamp,  January  27,  1865 — 3 o’’ clock. 
Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : T have  received  orders  to  fall  back  and  block  iqi  the  roads 
behind  me.  1 am  now  about  seven  miles  from  Broxton’s  Bridge.  The 
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enemy  advanced  four  miles  from  the  railroad  yesterday  with  infantry 
and  cavalry,  but  were  held  in  check  at  that  point  after  a skirmish,  in 
which  I had  one  man  severely  wounded.  The  cavalry  fell  back  toward 
evening,  but  I have  not  heard  up  to  this  time  whether  the  infantry 
have  retired. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

0.  J.  COLOOCK, 

Colonel^  Comm anding. 


[January  27,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws  (two  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  see  Part  I,  pp.  1118,  1119.] 


Montgomery,  January  38,  1865. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

It  is  deemed  essential  to  military  operations  that  the  railroad  from 
Milledgeville  to  Mayfield  be  speedily  finished.  It  is  graded  and  the 
bridges  completed,  except  over  the  Oconee.  Major  Hottle,  assistant 
quartermaster,  an  active  and  intelligent  officer,  accustomed  to  such 
work,  should  be  at  once  put  upon  it.  Am  I authorized  to  have  the 
work  done  and  assign  him  to  it? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAKD, 

General. 


Montgomery,  January  28,  1865. 

(Received  5.30.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

I am  hurrying  troops  forward  as  rapidly  as  bad  condition  of  roads 
will  permit.  I will  leave  here  to-morrow  or  next  day.  Am  confined  to 
house  by  severe  cold. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  January  28,  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Montgomery,  Ala.: 

General  Hill  reports  from  Brier  Creek  enemy  advancing  on  all  roads 
from  Savannah  on  west  side  of  river.  I think  your  presence  of  extreme 
importance  at  this  juncture. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

I will  leave  here  soon  as  my  health  will  permit.  I am  hurrying  for- 
ward troox)S  rapidly  as  bad  condition  of  roads  will  permit.  Meanwhile 
supx)ort  General  Hill  to  full  extent  of  your  means. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 
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Charleston,  January  28^  1865. 

(Deceived  11  o’clock  29th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  has  been  assigned  to  command  of  the  District 
of  Georgia.  He  has  no  staff.  Please  supply  him. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


General  S.  Cooper  : 


Charleston,' 28^  1865. 

( Deceived  11.10  29th.) 


General  Beauregard  telegraphs  that  he  is  coming  in  person  to 
Augusta.  Will  his  command,  as  recently,  extend  over  this  department? 
I ask  merely  for  information. 

W.  J.  HADDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


[January  28,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations,  see 
Part  I,  p.  1069.] 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  D.  Taylor,  Meridian,  Miss.: 

Enemy  moving  on  Augusta.  Hurry  up  all  troops  from  Tupelo  and 
Meridian  by  quickest  route. 


GEODGE  WM.  BDEISTT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Meridian,  Miss.,  January  28,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

Every  energy  is  being  used  to  push  troops  forward  rapidly.  They 
are  being  sent  both  via  Selma  and  Mobile  as  fast  as  capacity  of  the 
railroad  will  permit. 

D.  TAYLOD, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  28,  1865. 
General  Beauregard,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

The  enemy  is  moving  rapidly  upon  Augusta.  Hoi)e  that  troops  will 
be  hurried  up. 

Despectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

. Major-General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

If  General  Dipley  should  be  in  Augusta  detain  him  and  order  him 
to  report  to  General  Cheatham  on  arrival,  for  assignment  to  Gist’s 
brigade. 

GEODGE  WM.  BDENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Augusta j Ga. : 

Should  there  be  bayonets  in  Augusta  for  troops  arriving  there  order 
their  distribution  at  once. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  0.  L.  Stevenson, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

Report  to  General  D.  H.  Hill  for  orders. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Mack  ALL, 

Macon,  Ga.: 

Please  send  forward  rapidly  all  troops  to  Augusta, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  L.  Yon  Zinken, 

Columhus,  Ga.: 

Will  have  you  notified  of  departure  of  troops.  Report  each  day 
number  of  troops  arriving  at  Columbus  from  this  place,  and  commands. 
It  is  reported  that  one-half  which  leave  here  go  off.  General  B[eaure- 
gard]  will  not  leave  to-morrow.  Will  advise  you  when  I shall  be  with 
him. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  28,  1865. 

Col.  L.  Yon  Zinken, 

Columhus,  Ga.: 

Please  see  that  troops  are  not  delayed  at  Columbus.  Hurry  them  on 
to  Augusta. 


GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  January  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Comm  andi ng  Geo rgia  Mi litia : 

General:  Iverson  reports  the  enemy  six  miles  this  side  of  Spring- 
field  at  1 o’clock  yesterday  and  still  advancing  on  two  roads — the 
Augusta  and  Middle  Ground.  Iverson  is  at  Brannon’s  Bridge.  It  is 
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important  that  your  command  support  him  at  the  lower  crossings  before 
the  enemy  gets  there.  I hope  to  get  off  from  here  on  Monday.  In  the 
meantime  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  on  Brier  Creek  by  my 
orders.  Cook’s  battalion  of  100  men,  under  Captain  Sims,  at  Bae’s  and 
Godwyn’s  Bridges,  will  be  subject  to  your  orders.  Several  hundred 
negroes  have  been  ordered  down  to  the  lower  crossings.  Post  the 
troops  and  set  the  negroes  to  work  at  such  points  as  your  judgment 
dictates. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Majo7'-  General. 


Charleston,  January  28^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws: 

Send  all  the  Georgia  Beserves  in  Harrison’s  brigade,  via  Midway,  to 
Augusta. 

W.  J.  HABDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

January  29,  1865. 

Captain  Elliott  : 

Send  the  order  by  courier,  to  ride  six  miles  per  hour. 

L.  McLAWS, 
Major-General. 


Charleston,  January  28,  1865. 

General  McLaws  : 

If  you  can  spare  Eiser’s  brigade  send  it  at  once  to  Bivers’  Bridge  to 
replace  the  Georgia  Beserves.  It  is  necessary  to  send  the  latter  to  Geor- 
gia to  oppose  the  enemy  moving  upon  Augusta.  Answer. 

W.  J.  HABDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Effective  strength  of  troops  commanded  by  Col.  George  P.  Ha^'rison,  Jr.,  January  28, 1865. 


Command. 

Commander. 

Effective 

total. 

Effective 

aggregate. 

Station. 

32d  Georgia  Regiment 

47th  Georgia  Regiment 

5th  Georgia  Regiment. . . ; 

3d  Georgia  Reserves 

Ist  South  Carolina  Cavalry 

Cumming  s command 

Ist  Georgia  Reserves 

4th  Battalion  Liglit  Artillery 

Company  I),  3d  South  Carolina  Cav- 
alry. 

Total 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Bacon  . . 

Captain  Thompson 

Colonel  Daniel 

Colonel  Moore 

Captain  Trezevant 

Colonel  Cumming 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Neely  .. 

Captain  Earle 

Lieutenant  Erwin 

324 

241 

255 

390 

89 

398 

46 

357 

22 

2, 122 

346 

2.59 

278 

416 
71 

417 
52 

366 

24 

2,  229 

Rivers’  Bridge. 

Do. 

Broxton’s  Bridge. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Courier-line  from 
this  place  to  Mid- 
way, S.  C. 

GEO.  P.  HABBISON,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commandiny. 
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Headquarters  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Near  Broxtonh  Bridge,  January  28,  1865. 

Capt.  K.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : In  accordance  with  instructions  I have  the  honor  to 
report  that  I have  arrived  at  this  place,  with  the  detachment  of  my 
regiment  now  under  my  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  COLCOCK, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Charleston,  January  28,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton  has  reported  for  duty.  What  command 
do  you  recommend  for  him!  General  Hardee  thinks  of  giving  him 
Butler’s  and  Iverson’s  divisions. 

T.  B.  KOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  28,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler; 

General:  I agree  with  you  fully  that  the  Yankees  will  not,  in  all 
probability,  make  an  advance  upon  this  side  without  a simultaneous 
movement  upon  your  side.  But  General  Iverson  retired  so  very  pre- 
cipitately and  so  far  that  they  may  be  tempted  to  seize  the  crossing  of 
Brier  Creek  to-day.  I sent  him  a peremptory  order  not  to  do  so,  but 
to  delay  the  Yankees  on  the  other  side  by  fighting  them.  With  deter- 
mined men  in  their  tront  the  Yankees  cannot  advance  more  than  five 
miles  per  day.  Delay  is  now  everything  to  us,  as  we  are  hourly  look- 
ing for  troops  from  the  West.  If  you  are  in  communication  with  Iver- 
son please  impress  upon  him  the  great  importance  of  checking  the 
Yankees.  This  falling  back  without  a fight  ought  to  be  stopped;  it 
will  ruin  the  bravest  men  in  the  world  and  make  them  timid.  Nothing 
heard  from  Iverson  to-day. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


[January  28,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws  (three  dispatches), 
relating  to  operations,  see  Part  I,  p.  1119.] 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Jamiary  28,  1865 — 5.15  p.  m. 

General  Iverson, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  We  have  heard  nothing  from  you  since  8 a.  m.  yesterday 
morning.  It  is  important  that  you  should  keep  us  continually  i)osted 
as  to  the  movements  of  the  Yankees.  Get  bold  scouts  wlio  are  not 
afraid  and  send  them  out.  I don’t  want  to  know  what  citizens  say, 
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but  wbat  the  scouts  see  with  their  own  eyes.  Without  reliable  iufor- 
mation  we  are  working  in  the  dark,  and  may  lose  the  city.  Destroj^ 
the  bridge  leading  across  Brier  Greek  from  Jacksonborough  to  the 
Savannah  at  Mathews’  Bluff  (I  think).  If  you  do  not  intend  to  cross 
at  Brannon’s  Bridge,  destroy  it  effectually,  leaving  100  men  to  guard 
the  crossing  till  our  infantry  can  get  there.  Gf.  W.  Smith  is  now  at 
Green’s  Cut.  He  is  directed  to  hold  the  lower  crossings  of  Brier  Creek. 
Veteran  troops  are  arriving,  and  we  only  want  time  to  get  them  in 
position.  I impiore  you  to  delay  the  miscreants  by  fighting  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Audusta,  Ga.,  January  28,  1865. 

(Received  11.10  o’clock  20th.) 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon: 

The  local  organizations  of  Colonel  Rains’  men,  the  factories,  and 
others,  refuse  to  obey  my  orders  to  come  out,  and  claim  that  they  are 
only  required  to  obey  either  your  order  or  the  commanding  general  of 
the  department.  Have  1 authority  to  command  them'?  Am  I to  judge 
of  the  emergency  ? 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-  General. 


[January  29, 1865. — For  Beauregard  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1046.] 


[January  29,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  (hooper,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  i).  1069.] 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  29,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  H.  Hill, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

Am  hurrying  troops  forward  rapidly  as  bad  condition  of  roads  will 
permit.  I’ll  leave  here  in  the  morning  to  join  you.  Inform  General 
Hardee  to  that  effect. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  29,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

How  many  field  batteries  will  you  require  with  troops  going  to  you'? 
Should  you  have  immediate  need  of  them  apply  to  General  Cobb  for 
Palmer’s  battalion. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  29,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  at  Mayfield,  Ga.  : 

What  is  the  cause  of  detention  of  troops  at  Mayfield?  They  must  be 
hurried  through. 


GEOEGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colo7iel  and  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 


Col.  L.  Yon  Zinken, 

Columbus,  Ga.: 
We  leave  in  the  morning. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  29,  1865. 


GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  Jaiiuary  29,  1865— 2 27.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C.  : 

General  : General  Iverson  wrote  on  Thursday  that  he  was  about  to 
withdraw  from  below  Springfield,  that  the  Fourteenth  Corps  was  before 
him.  On  Friday  morning  he  wrote  from  Buck  Creek,  some  thirty  or 
forty  miles  in  his  rear.  On  Friday  he  continued  his  retreat  and  crossed 
Brier  Creek.  I have  never  known  anything  like  it  in  my  life.  It  has 
caused  me  great  annoyance  and  embarrassment.  The  information 
from  Iverson  is  absolutely  nothing.  I don’t  know  whether  there  is  any 
serious  advance  or  not.  It  would  be  fatal  to  neglect  these  sensational 
reports  and.yet  very  vexatious  to  be  deceived  by  them.  There  is  some- 
thing terribly  wrong  in  our  cavalry  organization.  They  never  think  of 
delaying  the  Yankees  by  fighting  them.  The  simple  business  is  to  get 
out  of  their  way.  Eighteen  hundred  men  of  Lee’s  corps  are  looked  for 
to-day.  Have  been  delayed  three  days  at  Mayfield  waiting  for  trans- 
portation. There  is  the  greatest  inefficiency  or  basest  treachery  in  our 
railroad  department.  General  Beauregard  orders  me  to  send  you  3,000 
men  upon  your  requisition,  if  there  be  no  advance  upon  Augusta.  I 
think  that  the  movement  will  be  upon  both  sides  of  the  river  and  that 
their  supjilies  will  come  by  river.  I need  an  ordnance  officer  very 
much. 

Respectfully, 

1).  H.  HILL, 

Major- Geiieral. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  29,  1865 — Ip.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Comniandmg  Line  of  Brier  Creeh: 

General:  The  last  dispatch  from  Iverson,  dated  4 p.  m.  28th, 
reports  all  quiet.  I have  informed  him  that  you  were  111  command  on 
Brier  Creek.  When  you  get  in  position  below  and  have  re-enforcements 
enough  to  hold  the  crossings  I think  that  you  bad  better  throw  Iverson 
across  the  creek  and  push  him  down  nearer  the  enemy.  It  is  important 
to  keep  the  telegraph  line  to  Millen  covered,  as  it  is  our  only  line.  I 
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will  leave  here  to-morrow,  or  at  farthest  Wednesday.  Should  anything 
exciting  occur  will  come  down  at  once.  Please  keep  me  apprised  of 
all  changes.  There  is  a courier-line  from  here  to  Green’s  Out,  and  there 
ought  to  be  one  from  there  to  Iverson’s  headquarters.  His  jump  of 
forty  miles  in  retreat  is  the  event  of  the  war. 

» Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  29 ^ 1865. 

General  G.  W.  Smith: 

General:  Your  note  by  Major  Williford  has  been  received.  In 
regard  to  your  want  of  transportation,  I have  only  to  plead  my 
absence  and  belief  that  you  and  General  Fry  had  arranged  that  matter. 
I have  sent  an  order  through  you  appointing  Oapt.  Philip  Lewis 
brigade  quartermaster  of  all  the  transportation  on  Brier  Greek.  As  I 
learn  that  Iverson  has  a surplusage  of  wagons,  and  as  you  are  in 
charge  of  the  front  you  can  appropriate  as  many  as  you  need.  In 
regard  to  your  being  in  a pocket,  the  line  of  Brier  Creek  was  selected 
by  General  Beauregard  and  not  by  myself.  You  were  sent  to  the  lower 
crossings  lor  two  reasons.  First,  that  no  other  troops  were  on  hand  to 
be  sent  to  those  points;  and  second,  that  the  Western  troops  might  be 
kept  in  hand  to  be  thrown  across  to  Hardee’s  assistance  in  accordance 
with  Beauregard’s  direction.  I can’t  see  how  any  other  disposition 
could  be  made.  Mne  hundred  men  under  Colonel  Coltart  have  been 
sent  up  to  Green’s  Cut  with  orders  to  report  to  you.  When  there  are 
men  enough  on  the  Inie  to  hold  it  Iverson  ought  to  be  thrown  across 
the  creek  to.  guard  our  right  flank  and  the  telegraph  line. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


January  29,  18G5. 

General  MoLaws: 

Sir:  I found  it  impossible  to  cross  the  river  below  the  railroad,  so  I 
came  back  and  crossed  the  same  night  at  the  old  bridge  with  a i^arty 
detidled  to  burn  it.  Yesterday  and  last  night  I w»  nt  to  McPherson- 
villeand  as  far  as  the  Coosawhatchie  Swamps  and  find  that  the  enemy 
still  front  ns  as  they  did  a week  ago.  They  moved  up  with  a large 
force  on  the  road  leading  from  Pocotaligo  to  our  pontoon  bridge  on 
Thursday  last,  carried  a quantity  of  pontoons  with  them,  apparently 
int(‘nding  to  cross,  but  from  high  water  they  returned  to  their  old 
ciimps  near  Pocotaligo  about  midnight  of  the  same  day,  and  there  they 
are  yet.  1,  with  my  ])arty  (save  the  bearer  of  this),  will  remain  on  this 
side  of  the  river  and  watch  their  movements  and  report  promptly. 

T.  M.  PAYSINGER, 

SergeaM. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  29^  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

Gioneral:  I heard  last  night  from  General  Iverson.  He  wrote 
from  Brannon’s  Bridge  on  Brier  Creek.  He  had  come  back  at  a single 
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bound  from  below  Springfield  to  Brier  Creek.  How  is  the  enemy  to  be 
delayed  by  siieh  operations?  How  are  we  to  get  information  of  his 
movements?  I have  known  nothing  in  the  war  so  remarkable  as  this 
movemeiit.  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of  the  cavalry  to  delay  and  harass  the 
enemy,  and  if  this  be  not  done  the  most  serious  disasters  may  and,  in 
fact,  must  occur. 

W ith  great  respect, 

B.  H.  HILL, 

Major-General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  29,  1865. 
Brigadier-General  Iverson,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  Your  communication  of  yesterday,  liour  not  named,  has 
just  been  received.  Please  name  the  hour  in  all  dispatches.  Your 
precipitate  retirement  under  the  belief  of  your  being  pressed  by  over- 
whelming numbers  has  led  to  much  embarrassment.  No  ground  ought 
to  have  been  lost  without  being  disputed,  as  delay  is  everything  to  us. 
Major-General  Smith  has  gone  down  to  Brier  Creek  and  has  been 
ordered  to  assume  command  until  I go  to  the  front.  Veteran  troops 
will  soon  be  in  position  on  that  line  and  then  you  must  be  thrown 
across  the  creek  on  our  right  flank.  You  must  now  guard  the  tele- 
graph line  by  Milieu  j it  is  the  only  communication  Avith  the  west  and 
south.  You  must  keep  scouts  on  the  river  to  watch  it.  The  flag  of 
truce  was  a mere  Yankee  trick.  I have  always  forbidden  its  reception 
unless  coming  from  the  commanding  general.  The  Yankees  wished  to 
find  out  who  was  in  command.  The  engineers  with  negro  force  have 
been  sent  to  the  lower  crossings.  The  fortifications  must  be  according 
to  their  views. 

B.  H.  HILL, 

M ajor-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Augusta,  January  29.,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler,  Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  28th  just  received.  Prom  all  we  can 
learn  we  are  somewhat  puzzled  to  know  what  Sherman  is  about.  The 
movement  on  this  side  does  not  develop  itself.  Part  of  Lee’s  corps 
arrived  to-day  and  the  remainder  reported  on  the  way.  General  Hill 
has  returned  from  Brier  Creek,  but  will  probably  go  down  again  soon. 
General  Beauregard  Avill  be  here  in  three  or  four  days. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  PPY, 
Brigadier-  Gen  cral. 


Headquarters  Ferguson’s  Brigade’ 

Mount  Vernon,  Montgomery  County,  Ga.,  January  29,  1865. 
First  Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  WheeleVs  Corps: 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  in  pursu- 
ance of  and  obedience  to  paragraph  VII,  Special  Orders,  No.  9,  from 
corps  headquarters,  dated  Grahamville,  S.  C.,  January  13,  1805,  I 
moved  my  brigade  from  Eobertsville  to  Augusta;  thence  to  this  point, 
via  Pageley’s  Bridge  on  Brier  Creek,  Fenn’s  Bridge  over  the  Ogeechee, 
and  Long’s  Bridge  on  Williamson’s  Swamp  Creek.  This  Avas  the  only 
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route  at  all  practicable,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  heavy  rains  and 
the  swollen  condition  of  every  river  and  creek  in  this  portion  of  the 
State.  It  has  been  very  difficult  to  procure  forage  and  subsistence. 
On  reaching  this  point,  represented  by  the  people  above  to  be  abun- 
dant, I have  been  able  to  get  a half  ration  of  corn.  Beyond  this  place 
in  the  direction  of  the  Gulf  road  and  toward  Savannah  there  is  noth- 
ing. The  accounts  from  my  scouts  and  intelligent  citizens  agree  that 
I cannot  subsist  one  day  in  any  xmrtion  of  this  territory.  The  Yankees 
have  taken  everything  from  the  country  between  the  Ohoopee  and 
Altamaha  Eivers  and  Savannah,  extending  their  foraging  expeditions 
along  the  Ogeechee  to  the  center  of  Bulloch  County. 

Scouts  report  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris  at  Nail’s  Ferry,  and  General 
McCoy  at  railroad  bridge;  both  on  the  other  side  of  the  Altamaha 
Kiver.  There  is  one  company  of  State  militia  at  Walthourville.  This 
disposition  of  the  troops  must  have  been  necessitated  by  the  entire 
want  of  forage  or  subsistence  between  the  Ogeechee  and  Altamaha 
south  and  east  of  line  before  mentioned,  as,  from  all  accounts,  the 
small  company  at  Walthourville  will  not  be  able  to  subsist  where  it  is. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  subsist  my  command  or  forage  my  horses 
along  or  near  the  line  of  operations  stated  in  Special  Orders,  No.  9, 1 have- 
determined  to  move,  and  will  move  across  the  Oconee  at  Dublin  and 
camp  on  Turkey  Creek,  where  I can  remain  several  days,  until  I can 
hear  from  you.  I will  put  myself  in  communication  with  the  troops 
south  of  me,  and  scout  the  desolate  country  between  this  point  and 
Savannah,  so  That  1 may  be  able  to  ascertain  speedily  the  movement 
of  the  enemy  and  pursue  all  raiding  parties  moving  west.  1 omitted 
to  say  there  is  no  crossing  of  the  Altamaha  below  this  place  at  pres- 
ent on  account  of  high  water.  Citizens  report  that  the  railroad  below 
is  being  torn  up  to  build  the  road  from  Thomasville  to  Albany. 

Awaiting  further  orders,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  FEEGUSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond.  Ya.^  January  30,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Montgomery,  Ala.: 

General  Gilmer  reports  railroad  from  Milled geville  to  Mayfield  could 
not  possibly  be  finished  under  four  or  five  mouths,  much  of  it  not  being 
graded,  and  work  very  heavy.  All  means  at  command  had  better  be 
directed  to  completion  of  connection  from  West  Point  tO' Atlanta. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  30,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Col  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  A djutant-  G enera I : 

(Care  General  Cobb,  Macon,  Ga.) 

The  following,  addressed  to  the  general,  just  received: 

Meridian,  January  30,  1865. 

Sherman’s  movements  render  a victory  necessary  to  ns  at  once  and  it  will  require 
all  our  means  to  insure  it.  I can  resist  a raid  without  Stewart’s  corps  and  cannot 
fight  a battle  with  it  against  an  army ; and  French’s  division  is  very  weak,  hut  will 
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enable  me  to  fully  garrison  Mobile  and  Choctaw  Bluff.  The  remainder  of  the  corps 
should  go  east  at  once  to  insure  success  there.  We  can  thus  save  Lee’s  communi- 
cations, raise  the  siege  of  Mobile,  should  it  be  invested,  or  be  prt'pared  to  meet 
Thomas  when  he  advances  in  the  spring.  Last  of  Cheatham’s  corps,  excei)t  fur- 
loughed men,  will  leave  here  on  Wednesday.  I find  ui)on  inquiry  that  his  Tennes- 
see division  has  been  furloughed  until  10th  and  Brantly’s  and  Sharp’s  brigades  until 
the  I2th  proximo.  Will  report  further  about  artillery." 

R.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant-  a e tier  ul. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Opelika,  Ala.,  Januarxj  30,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Mackall, 

Maco7i,  Ga. : 

Hold  Palmer’s  battalion  in  readiness  to  move  on  General  D.  H.  Hill’s 
order.  General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  procure  150  horses 
for  the  artillery  now  en  route.  If  they  cannot  be  had  from  Majors 
Smith  and  Wheeler’s  horse  camp  at  Macon  they  must  be  impressed. 
General  Beauregard  will  reach  Macon  to-morrow. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  30,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Macon,  Ga.  : 

If  any  difficulty  occurs  about  railroad  transportation  of  troops  let 
them  march.  It  is  important  they  should  move  forward  without  delay. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,- January  30,  1865. 
Commandant  of  Post  at  Mayfied,  Ga.: 

If  any  difficulty  occurs  in  transportation  of  troops  let  them  march  to 
Camak  and  meet  cars.  If  difficulty  sbould  occur  there,  let  them  march 
to  Augusta.  The  object  is  expedition. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  30,  1865. 


Maj.  E.  H.  Ewing, 

Inspector  Field  Transportation,  Selma,  Ala.: 

Have  you  a train  for  pontoon  ready?  Required  in  Georgia. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjtitant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  30,  1865. 

Col.  G.  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

Major  Ewing  telegraphs  pontoon  train  prepared  at  Selma  is  being 
sent  to  Demopolis.  Captain  Morris,  chief  engineer,  has  charge. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  30^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston^  8.  C.: 

Beware  enemy  from  Savannah  does  not  cross  river  and  turn  Com- 
baliee  line  above  Barnwell  Court-House. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

General. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Augusta,  Ga.) 


Charleston,  January  30^  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hill,  Augusta: 

Nine  hundred  men  from  the  West  have  arrived;  one-half  deserted. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

January  30^  1865. 


Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 


General:  Iverson’s  scouts  think  that  the  Yankee  force  which  came 
up  on  this  side  and  supposed  to  be  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  has 
all  crossed  at  Sister’s  Ferry.  I don’t  know  his  scouts  and  how  reliable 
they  may  be.  The  troops  are  coming  in  very  slowly.  How  happens  it 
that  whenever  there  is  an  emergency  for  the  movement  of  troops  there 
is  something  wrong  with  railroads'?  Is  it  because  superintendents  and 
employes  are  nearly  all  Yankees'?  So  I think.  The  troops  arriving  are 
destitute  of  everything — arms,  clothing,  &c.  Nine  hundred  arrived  out 
of  1,600  started ; the  rest  deserted. 

I send  you  order  of  Sherman.  What  action  should  be  taken  in  the 
premises'?  An  ordnance  officer  and  inspector-general  are  much  needed. 

Respectfully, 


D.  LI.  HILL, 
Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

[January  30^  1865.] 

General  G.  W.  Smith, 

Godivyuls  Bridge: 

General:  General  Deas,  with  900  men,  is  at  Green’s  Cut.  He  has 
been  directed  to  report  to  you.  As  he  is  without  transportation  he 
will  have  to  be  kept  near  the  railroad,  and  so  with  all  the  troops  sent 
down.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send  out  scouts  to  the  river  to  watch  a 
crossing  above  you.  Mathews’  Bluff  is  the  lowest  point  occupied  by 
us  on  the  river.  Wdieeler  reports  the  occupation  of  Robertsville  yes- 
terday. I wisli  you  would  inquire  of  Iverson  whether  the  ferry-boat 
at  Hudson’s  Ferry  has  been  destroyed  The  negro  force  ought  to  be 
guarded.  They  are  deserting  rapidly.  The  troops  ought  also  to  be  put 
to  work. 

Very  respectfully. 


D.  IL  HILL, 


Major-  General. 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  Jammry  30^  1865— S p.  m. 

General  Stevenson: 

General  : I think  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Sherman  is 
advancing  in  earnest  and  that  the  affair  will  be  decided  this  week.  I 
hope  that  you  will  keep  your  troops  in  motion  and  not  wait  transpor- 
tation by  rail.  The  railroad  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Yankees  and 
they  delay  every  movement.  More  than  half  of  the  two  advanced  bri- 
gades have  deserted.  Can  nothing  be  done  to  prevent  it!  I send  this 
by  an  officer  with  the  hope  that  the  troops  may  be  hurried  up. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  30,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon,  Ga. : 

General  Beauregard  left  this  morning  for  Macon. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistcmt  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

In  the  Field,  One  Mile  and  a half  from  McTie  Js  Mill, 

January  30,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

General  : The  enemy  advanced  early  this  morning  (infantry  and 
cavalry)  and  drove  my  pickets  from  the  McTieFs  Mill  Creek;  have 
crossed  and  are  advancing.  No  artillery  yet  discovered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  ANDEESON, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comnumding  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Harrison’s  Brigade, 

Broxtoids  Bridge^  January  30,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Eeports  from  the  front  represent  the  enemy  as  skirmishing  with  our 
cavalry  (Wheeler’s)  at  McTier’s  Mill  at  10  a.  m.  General  Wheeler  has 
a regiment  in  the  position  where  Colonel  Colcock  was,  only  farther  back 
this  way.  I have  sent  a squadron  of  Colonel  Colcock’s  regiment  with 
his  section  of  horse  artillery  to  lower  crossing  of  Whippy  Swamp;  will 
take  up  the  other  crossings  as  enemy  advances. 

Eespectfully, 

GEO.  P.  HAEEISON,  Jr., 

Co  lonel,  Co  mm  a n d ing. 


Later — 3.30  p.  m. 

Our  cavalry  have  fallen  back;  enemy  this  side  the  mill,  with  cavalry 
and  infantry. 


HAEEISON, 


Colonel. 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  January  30^  1865—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

General  : I send  you  reports  of  scouts  in  regard  to  the  crossing  at 
Sister’s  Ferry.  The  troops  from  the  West  are  coming  in  very  slowly. 
Hope  that  you  can  delay  these  Yankees  till  they  arrive.  If  no  move- 
ment on  this  side  will  send  everything  to  your  support.  Hope  that 
your  fortifications  are  pressed  vigorously  forward. 

Kespectfully, 

H.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Augusta^  January  30^  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler,  Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  29th  instant  just  received.  I thank  you 
for  the  i^rompt  information  furnished  of  the  movements  of  enemy. 
Troops  are  now  arriving  from  the  West  and  I hope  we  will  soon  have 
force  enough  to  meet  the  enemy  on  either  side  of  the  river.  Have  no 
doubt  you  will  hold  them  in  check  long  enough  for  General  Hill  to  get 
them  in  position.  General  Beauregard  left  Montgomery  this  morning 
for  Augusta  and  ought  to  be  here  on  Thursday.  The  good  people  of 
Augusta  are  much  exercised  in  relation  to  the  rumors  of  negotiations 
for  i)eace.  I believe  that  Hunter,  Stephens,  and  Campbell  have  been 
sent  on  some  mission  to  the  Yankee  Government;  but  what  they  go  to 
propose  has  not  transpired.  If  we  could  whip  Sherman  it  would  help 
the  cause  wonderfully  just  now. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  FEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


[f January  30,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  reporting  operations, 
see  Bart  I,  p.  1121.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Lawtonville^  January  30,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

General  : A prisoner  captured  at  1 o’clock  this  evening  says  the 
Twentieth  Corps  [is  at  Eobjertsville,  and  that  the  [rumor  in]  camp  is 
that  they  are  going  to  Augusta  and  that  they  will  remain  in  camp 
to-day  to  learn  what  force  there  is  in  their  immediate  front  and  cut  out 
the  obstructions. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 


Circular.  I Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

January  30,  1865, 

Division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders  will  see  that  all  cot- 
ton is  rolled  out  of  the  gin  houses  and  burned  as  they  fall  back. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Wheeler: 

D.  C.  JENKINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquarters  Iverson’s  - Division, 

January  5(9,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

A ctin g Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Lieutenant;  The  enemy  are  still  crossing  the  Savannah  River. 
The  Twentieth  Corps  is  now  crossing  at  a point  a little  above  Sister’s 
Ferry;  the  prisoneis  say  not  at  Sister’s  Ferry  in  consequence  of  torpe- 
does at  that  point.  They  further  say  that  the  Twentieth  Corps  was 
crossing  the  river  at  a point  below  Sister’s  Ferry  but  stopped  on  account 
of  some  accident  happening  to  their  pontoons.  When  it  occurred,  an 
entire  regiment,  they  state,  was  lost. 

Very  respectfully,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 

Brigadier- General. 

These  statements  are  made  by  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Twentieth 
Corps. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta.^  January  30,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Iverson, 

Co7nmanding  Cavalry: 

General  : Your  falling  back  so  far  did  seem  to  me  most  extraordi- 
nary. You  may  have  been  justified  by  the  nature  of  the  country,  but  I 
still  think  that,  under  your  instructions,  you  committed  an  error.  It 
certainly  has  caused  me  no  little  annoyance  and  embarrassment.  How- 
ever, as  I knew  you  personally,  and  did  not  know  your  command,  I 
thought  it  must  be  due  to  the  material  with  which  you  were  dealing. 
In  this  I may  have  done  them,  as  well  as  you,  injustice.  If  so,  I am 
sorry  for  it.  But  my  experience  with  the  cavalry  in  this  war  has  not 
been  favorable,  and  I have  made  no  secret  of  my  opinion.  I hope  to 
be  on  Brier  Creek  this  week  and  to  have  an  interview  with  you. 

Very  respectfullv, 

I).  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  January  31,  1865. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  A^tgusta,  Ga. : 

Following  received: 

Richmond,  January  30,  1865. 

Major-Geueral  Smith: 

All  the  available  resources  in  materials  aud  labor  should  be  first  applied  to  com- 
pletion of  Georgia  and  the  West  Point  railroads.  Nothing  should  delay  these. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major-General. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Macon,  Ga.,  January  31^  1865, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Waddy, 

Chief  Ordnance  Officer: 

Colonel:  I am  instructed  by  General  Beauregard  to  direct  that 
you  remain  for  the  present  in  Macon  and  see  that  the  batteries  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  are  properly  supplied  and  equipped.  When  done 
you  will  order  them  at  once  to  Augusta,  moving  by  rail  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Macon,  Ga.,  January  31,  1865, 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Commanding,  the.,  Macon,  Ga.  : 

General:  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Waddy  has  been  ordered  to  remain  in 
Macon  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  batteries  at  this 
place  and  those  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  passing  through.  Please 
afford  them  every  facility  to  accomplish  this  end. 

Respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta,  January  31,  1865, 

General  Hardee  : 

General:  I have  just  got  a telegram  from  General  Cobb  that 
Palmer’s  battalion  of  artillery,  which  had  been  ordered  here,  is  with- 
out horses.  Hood’s  troojis  are  coming  without  artillery.  I have  impro- 
vised two  batteries  of  four  guns  each.  It  is  all  I have.  We  cannot 
hold  the  line  of  Brier  Creek  without  more  artillery. 

Resiiectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

January  31^  1865, 

Maj.  Norman  W.  Smith, 

Quarter7naster,  Augusta,  Ga, : 

Major:  I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  [to  say] 
that  Colonel  Edmonds  informs  him  that  the  troops  are  greatly  delayed 
at  Milledgeville  for  want  of  transportation;  that  the  wagons  at  the 
time  of  starting  of  his  (Colonel  Edmonds’)  brigade  were  then  one  day 
behind  time,  and  had  not  then  arrived.  Furthermore,  that  the  wagons 
[were  1 delayed  at  Mayfield  for  the  purpose  of  taking  passengers  and 
furniture  of  refugees;  that  many  wagons  encountered  were  so  loaded. 
I am  directed  to  say  that  you  must  attend  to  this  matter,  and  remove 
the  obstacles  to  a speedy  transjiortation  of  troops. 

1 am,,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MEMMINGER, 

Assisiaiit  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Harrison’s  Brigade, 

Broxtonh  Bridge^  January  31,  1865, 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  The  following  note  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson, 
commanding  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  has  just  been  received: 


Headquarters  Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

January  30,  1865 — 13  m. 


Colonel:  My  scouts  returned  from  rear  of  the  enemy  and  report  a large  encamp- 
ment of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  near  the  junction  of 
Salkehatchie  and  old  Union  roads.  Their  encampment  indicates  a large  force  from 
two  miles  and  a half  to  three  miles  long.  Their  artillery  and  wagons  are  distinctly 
heard,  also  drums,  by  our  pickets.  They  are  still  busily  engaged  in  repairing 
McTier’s  Bridge.  I have  other  scouts  yet  in  their  rear. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  F.  ANDERSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  HAEEISON,  Jr., 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


I ascertained  accurately  that  a heavy  column  of  the  enemy  has 
passed  up  the  river  road,  and  in  my  opinion  will  number  about  15,000. 
They  have  with  them  artillery,  wagons,  and  Mackinaw  boats.  Camped 
on  the  night  of  the  30th  about  nine  miles  south  of  Pocotaligo  on  said 
road.  A prisoner  in  the  commissary  department  reports  that  they 
have  30  days’  rations  of  bacon  and  crackers  and  200  cattle  to  each 
division.  A train  of  empty  wagons  went  back  to  Pocotaligo  on  the 
evening  of  the  30tb,  and  prisoners  said  were  going  to  the  boat  landing 
for  clothing.  Prisoners  report  that  the-column  advancing  up  the  river 
consists  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  one  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
and  Foster’s  command,  and  that  they  left  at  Pocotaligo  three  divisions 
of  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  They  had  a large  wagon  train  heavily  loaded. 

Salkehatchie,  January  31,  1865. 

Capt.  E.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Sergeant  Paysiuger,  who  came  in  this  morning,  makes  the 
above  report.  He  captured  5 Yankees  and  2 negroes.  He  further 
states  that  the  three  divisions  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  are  encamped  on 
the  railroad  three  miles  from  this  place.  The  enemy  have  not  shown 
themselves  in  force  in  my  front.  All  quiet. 

I am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  STACKHOESE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commaiiding  Conne^'h  Brigade. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

January  31,  1865 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  I would  like  to  have  your  views  in  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  troops  arriving.  Two  brigades  have  reached  here  and  have  been 
sent  down  to  line  of  Brier  Creek.  I am  inclined  to  think  that  one  corps 
ought  to  be  sent  to  you,  and  one  kept  on  line  of  Brier  Creek  until  the 
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movement  is  fully  developed.  It  seems  now  to  me  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  break  tbrougli  between  Three  Euns  and  Salkehatchie. 
If  you  can  delay  the  rascals  a week  all  will  be  right. 

Yery  truly,  &c., 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


[January  31,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1121.] 


Headquarters  Humes^  Division, 

Hickory  Rill.,  January  31,  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 

Lieutenant  : It  is  now  evident  that  the  enemy  are  going  to  Brox- 
ton’s  Bridge,  up  the  Salkehatchie  road.  The  force  is  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry,  I think  the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  Corps,  or  at  least 
one  of  those  corps.  Col.  Paul  Anderson  and  Colonel  Colcock  are  on 
that  road,  the  latter  as  far  back  as  Whippy  Swamp,  which  is  prepared 
for  blockading.  Colonel  Colcock  is  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Broxton’s 
Bridge  from  Whipiiy  Swamp  when  forced  by  the  enemy.  I have  ordered 
Colonel  Anderson  to  retire  in  the  direction  of  Crockettville  as  he  com- 
pletes the  blockading  and  as  forced  by  the  enemy.  General  Wheeler 
ordered  me  to  collect  my  division  at  Hickory  Hill,  which  I have  done, 
except  Anderson’s  regiment.  This  morning  I received  a note  from  Col. 
George  Harrison,  at  Broxton’s  Bridge,  addressed  to  Colonel  Anderson 
and  requesting  him  to  delay  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  in  order 
that  they  might  complete  their  works  at  Broxton’s  Bridge.  I would 
concentrate  a brigade,  at  least,  with  Colonel  Anderson  but  for  the 
order  of  General  Wheeler  to  collect  my  command  here.  Yot  knowing 
what  may  be  the  necessity  for  my  command  to  join  General  Wheeler,  I 
will  keep  it  here  for  further  instructions. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


District  Headquarters, 

January  31,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Iverson,  Commanding  Cavalry,  &c.: 

General  : A telegram  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  places  all 
the  cavalry  in  this  district  under  my  command.  You  will  continue  as 
heretofore  to  communicate  information  to  General  Wheeler;  what  it  is 
imiiortant  for  him  to  know.  1 wish  you  to  have  a courier-line  estab- 
lished to  the  nearest  telegraphic  station,  and  report,  if  practicable, 
daily;  at  all  events,  to  communicate  all  movements  and  changes  in 
your  front.  1 send  down  my  aide.  Lieutenant  Trenholm,  to  get  your 
returns,  statements  of  artillery,  &c.  If  compelled  to  fall  back,  dispute 
obstinately  the  crossings  of  Brier  Creek  and  keep  its  headwaters  well 
watched  against  a flank  movement.  Have  preparations  made  at  all 
the  bridges  for  burning  them.  I think  that  the  lower  bridges  ought  to 
be  thoroughly  destroyed  now.  Let  me  know  the  position  of  your  whole 
command.  If  you  have  no  men  on  the  river  iilace  some  there  with 
orders  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  gun-boats.  See  that  your  system  of 
scouts  is  efiicient.  Thgse  men  often  loiter  about  the  country,  or  worse. 
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plunder  our  people,  relying  upon  the  citizens  for  all  information  of  tlie 
enemy  they  ever  get.  Select  bold  and  enterprising  men  for  this  duty, 
and  harass  the  enemy  as  much  fas  possible]. 

It  is  of  great  importance  now  to  get  information,  and  this  can  best 
be  done  by  taking  prisoners.  It  may  be  well  to  give  out  among  the 
citizens,  and  even  your  own  command,  that  my  division  from  Rich- 
mond has  reached  here.  Is  General  Ferguson  your  junior?  If  so,  let 
him  know  that  it  is  my  order  that  he  reports  to  you.  All  movements 
which  affect  Southwest  Georgia  he  should  telegraph  to  General  Mar- 
shall, at  Milieu,  as  well  as  to  me.  If  you  can  leave  your  command  for 
a few  days  I would  like  to  confer  with  you  here.  If  not,  I will  try  to 
meet  you  [on]  an  appointed  day,  selected  by  you,  on  Brier  Creek.  I 
have  heard  many  and  bitter  complaints  all  over  the  State  against 
Wheeler’s  men.  I wish  you  would  issue  orders,  upon  my  responsibility, 
to  shoot  all  marauders. 

With  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  January  31^  1865. 
General  Iverson,  Commandina  Cavalry : 

General:  You  can  get  400  Enfield  rifles  here.  I have  telegraphed 
for  carbines,  but  will  not  get  them,  I fear.  I am  gratified  at  the  cap- 
ture of  the  sailors.  When  such  captures  are  made  the  names  of  the 
capturing  party  should  be  given  for  publication.  So  instruct  your  offi- 
cers. Get  men,  if  possible,  below  the  transports  to  fire  on  them.  The 
nearer  to  Savannah  that  you  harass  the  Yankees  the  better.  I wrote 
yesterday  explaining  my  views  in  regard  to  your  retirement  to  Brier 
Creek.  I would  be  sorry  to  wound  your  feelings,  but  still  continue  to 
think  an  error  was  committed. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

[January  31,  1865.] 

General  Iverson,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

General  : I think  it  important  that  you  should  go  to  Hannon’s 
assistance.  So  express  my  wishes  to  General  Smith.  Another  brigade 
has  gone  up  to  Green’s  Cut  and  another  (strong)  goes  up  in  the  morn- 
ing. I hope  that  Hannon  will  supply  his  men  with  arms  from  the  Yan- 
kees. There  are,  however,  400  Enfield  rifles  at  Green’s  Cut  subject  to 
his  orders. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Artillery  in  Department  of  North  Carolina,  January  31,  1865. 

Badham’s  (North  Carolina)  battery,  Capt.  William  Badhain,  jr., 
light  artillery. 

Cogdell’s  (North  Carolina)  battery,*  Capt.  Daniel  Cogdell,  Fort 
Branch. 

* Composed  at  this  time  of  detachments  of  Companies  B,  G,  and  II,  First  North 
Carolina  Artillery.  • 
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Dickson’s  (North  Carolina)  battery,  Capt.  Henry  Dickson,  Fort 
Branch. 

Ellis’  (North  Carolina)  battery,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Ellis,  light  artillery. 

Kelly’s  (South  Carolina)  battery,  Sub  District  of  Goklsborough. 

Lee’s  (Alabama)  battery,  Capt.  Edgar  J.  Lee,  Fort  Branch. 

Sampson  (North  Carolina)  Artillery,  Capt.  Abner  A.  Moseley,  light 
aitillery. 

Sliaw’s  (North  Carolina)  battery,  Lieut.  John  M.  Blount,  Sub-District 
of  Weldon. 

Soutberland’s  (North  Carolina)  battery,  Capt.  Thos.  J.  Southerland, 
liglit  artillery. 

Stai  r’s  (Thirteenth  North  Carolina)  battalion,  Sub-District  of  Kinston. 

Staunton  Hill  (Virginia)  .\rtillery.  Capt.  A.  B.  Paris,  light  artille/y. 

Webb’s  (North  C'arolina)  battery,  Capt. Lewis  tl.  Webb,  Sub-District 
ol  Weldon. 


Ah  air  act  from  return  of  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Lieut. 
Gen.  William  J.  Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  January  31,  1865. 
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Troops  in  the  Department  of  South  Carolina^  Georgia^  and  Florida^ 
Lieut.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee.,  C.  S.  Army,  eommanding,  January  31, 
I860. 

m’laws’  division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette  McLaws. 


Conner’s  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Eli  T.  Stackhouse. 

2(1  South  Carolina, . 

.3(1  South  Carolina, . 

7th  South  Carolina, . 

8th  South  Carolina, ^ — . 

15th  South  Carolina, . 

20th  South  Carolina, . 

Sd  South  Carolina  Battalion,  — 


Fiser's  Brigade. 

Col.  John  C.  Fiser. 

1st  Georgia  Reserves, 

6th  Georgia  Reserves, 

27th  Georgia  Battalion, 


Harrison’s  Brigade. 

Col.  George  P.  Harrison,  .Ir. 

5th  Georgia,  Col.  Charles  P.  Daniel, 

32(1  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  II.  Bacon,  jr. 
47th  Georgia,  Capt.  J.  C.  Thompson. 

1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry  (detach- 
ment), Capt.  James  D.  Trezevant. 

Hardy’s  Brigade. 

Col.  Washington  M.  Hardy. 

7th  North  Carolina  Reserves,  

lOtli  North  Carolina  Battalion,  

50th  North  Carolina, . 
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lleserve  Brigade. 

1st  Georgia  Reserves, . 

3d  Georgia  Reserves, . 

5tli  Georgia  Reserves, . 

2d  Battalion  Georgia  Reserves, 

23d  Battalion  Georgia  Reserves, 

Artillery.  * 

Anderson’s  battery,! . 

Barnwell’s  battery,  t . 

Fnrman  Artillery,  Capt.  William  E.  Earle,  t 

Louisiana  Guard  Artillery,! . 

Milton  Artillery,  Company  B,t 

Terrell  Artillery,!  Capt.  John  W.  Brooks. 

Taliaferro’s  division. 


Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Taliaferro. 


EllioWs  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Stephen  Elliott,  Jr. 

22d  Georgia  Artillery  Battalion  (three 
companies),  . 

28th  Georgia  Artillery  Battalion  (three 
companies),  II . 

1st  South  Carolina  Artillery  (three  com- 
panies), 1|  . 

2d  South  Carolina  Artillery  (two  com- 
panies), |1  . 

1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  § 

South  Carolina  State  Cadets  (Battalion), 


South  Carolina  Siege  Train,  Company  D,§ 


Mercer  Artillery,  ||  • 
Tiller’s  Company,^ 


Rliett's  Brigade. 

32d  Georgia  (detachment),  Capt.  Tims. 
A.  Hnguenin, 

1st  South  Carolina  Artillery,  Maj.  Orms- 
by  Blanding. 

3d  South  Carolina  Artillery  (1st  Regu- 
lars), Col.  William  Butler. 

Ist  South  Carolina  Militia,  Col.  J.  Griffin. 

19tli  South  Carolina  Cavalry  (four  com- 
panies), Capt.  M.  J.  Kirk. 

19th  South  Carolina  Militia  (one  com- 
pany), Cajit. Mauigault. 

Young’s  Cavalry  (dismounted  detach- 
ment). 

Orleans  Guard  Artillery,  ) Capt.  Edward 

Parker’s  Battery,^  ) L.  Parker. 


Not  Brigaded.** 

22d  Georgia  Artillery  Battalion  (two  companies), . 

28th  Georgia  Artillery  Battalion  (four  companies), . 

Ist  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Company  E,  Lieut.  L.  W.  Lusk. 

2d  South  Carolina  Artillery  (six  companies), . 

15th  South  Carolina  Artillery  Battalion,  Maj.  J.  Jonathan  Lucas. 

South  Carolina  Siege  Train,  Col.  Edward  B.  White. 

18th  South  Carolina  Militia,  Col.  John  E.  Carew. 

Cobb  Guards  Artillery, . 

Gist  Guard  Artillery,  Lieut.  Theodore  G.  Boag. 

Palmetto  Battalion,  Company  E, . 

Tapper’s  Artillery  Company  (South  Carolina  Militia),  Cajit.  Samuel  Y.  Tapper. 

Wheaton’s  (Georgia)  Battery, . 

* As  reported  January  20, 1865.  Not  accounted  for  .Jannary  31. 

t Fourth  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  as  organized  December  28,  1861,  Earle  com- 
manding. 

! Sixth  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  as  organized  December  28,  1861,  Brooks  com- 
manding. 

^ Under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  AVilliam  A.  Walker,  1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 

II  Under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  A.  Yates,  1st  South  Carolina  Artillery. 

^ Probably  the  Marion  (South  Carolina)  Artillery. 

**  One  company  22d Georgia  and  two  companies  28th  Georgia  Battalions,  under  com- 
mand of  Maj.  J.  Jonathan  Lucas,  15th  South  Carolina  Battalion;  Company  A,  22d 
Georgia,  and  Companies  A and  E,  28th  Georgia  Battalions,  under  command  of  Ca])t. 
Cornelius  R.  Hanleiter;  Comi)anies  B and  K,  2d  South  Carolina  Artillery,  and  Com- 
pany E,  Palmetto  Battalion,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Welsman  Brown  ; and 
a detachment  of  South  Carolina  Siege  Train  and  the  Cobb  Guards  Artillery,  under 
Maj.  Edward  Mauigault. 
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wrighFs  division.* 

Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  R.  Wright. 


Mercer's  Brigade. 

1st  Soutli  Carolina  Cavalry,  Company  K, 
Capt:  Angus  P.  Brown. 

1st,  2d,  6th,  and  7th  South  Carolina  Re- 
serves, Brig.  Gen.  Albert  G.  Blan- 
chard. 

2d  South  Carolina  Artillery,  Company 
C,  Capt.  Medicus  Rickenbaker. 

Adams'  (Georgia)  Battalion,  Maj. 

Adams. 

Daniell's  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Daniell. 

De  Pass'  Battery,  Capt.  W.  L.  De  Pass. 

German  Artillery,  Capt.  William  K. 
Bachman. 

Guerard's  (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  John 
M.  Guerard. 

Jaques'  (Georgia)  Battalion,  Maj.  Samuel 
R.  Jaques. 

Kay's  (South  Carolina)  reserve  cavalry 
company,  Capt.  James  D.  Kay. 

Regular  (Georgia)  Battery,  Lieut.  C.  B. 
Richardson. 


Eobertson's  Brigade. 

2d,  3d,  and  4th  South  Carolina  Militia, 
Col.  A.  D.  Goodwyu. 

Beaufort  Artillery,  Capt.  H.  M.  Stuart. 
Chesnut  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Frederick 
C.  Schulz. 

German  Artillery,  Company  A,  Capt.  F. 
W.  Wagoner. 

Mathewes’  Battery,  Capt.  J.  Raven  Math- 
ewes. 

Stono  (South  Carolina)  Scouts,  Capt. 
John  B.  L.  Walpole. 

Wagner  Artillery,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Kana- 
paux. 

Washington  Artillery,  Cajit.  George  H. 
Walter. 

Wilkins'  cavalry  company  (South  Caro- 
lina Reserves),  Capt.  Wil- 

kins. 


smith's  division.! 


Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith. 


First  Brigade  Georgia  Reserves,  Brig.  Gen.  Reuben  W.  Carswell. 
Second  Brigade  Georgia  Reserves,  Brig.  Gen.  Pleasant  J.  Phillips. 
Third  Brigade  Georgia  Reserves,  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  D.  Anderson. 
Fourth  Brigade  (12th  Regiment),  Col.  Richard  Sims. 

Ist  Georgia  State  Line,  ) 

2d  Georgia  State  Line!  j James  Wilson. 

Georgia  Cadets,  Maj.  F.  W.  Capers. 

Pioneer  (Georgia)  corps,  Capt.  B.  M.  Polhill. 

Pruden’s* (Georgia)  Battery,  Capt.  W.  H.  Pruden. 


CAVALRY  CORPS.! 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 
allen’s  division. 


Anderson’s  Brigade. 

.3d  Confederate,  Col.  P.  H.  Rice. 

8th  Confederate,  Lieut.  Col.  John  S. 
Prather. 

lOtli  Confederate,  Capt.  W.  Q.  Vason. 
5th  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Bird. 


Hagan’s  Brigade. 

Ist  Alabama,  Col.  David  T.  Blakey. 

3d  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  .Josiah  Robins. 
9th  Alabama,  Capt.  S.  P Dobbs. 

12th  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  Marcellns  Poin- 
ter. 

51st  Alabama,  Col.  M.  L.  Kirkpatrick. 


* As  reported  January  20,  1865;  comjjosition  not  indicated  on  return  for  January 
31,  1865. 

t As  reported  January  20,  1865.  It  is  not  accounted  for  in  return  for  .Tanuary  31. 
The  command  was  serving  under  Maj.  Gen.  D.  11.  Hill,  commanding  District  of 
Georgia,  who  also  is  not  accounted  for  on  original  return. 

I Actual  commanders  of  Allen's  division  and  the  several  brigades  not  indicated  on 
original  return.  Six  brigadier-generals,  names  not  given,  reported  present  for  duty. 
On  January  19,  1865,  Butler's  division  was  ordered  to  South  Carolina,  and  on  the 
28th  of  January,  Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton  was  reported  for  duty  in  this  department. 
These  officers  are  not  accounted  for  on  original  return. 
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Crews’  Brigade. 


Ist  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  George  T.  Watts. 
2d  Georgia,  Capt.  George  C.  Looney. 

3d  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Thompson. 
6tli  Georgia,  Col.  John  E.  Hart. 

HUMES’  mvisiON. 


Brig.  Gen.  William  Y.  C.  Humes. 


Dihrell’s  Brigade 

4th  Tennessee,  Col.  William  S.  McLe- 
more. 

13th  Tennessee,  . 

Shaw’s  (Tennessee)  Battalion,  Capt.  R.  V, 
Wright. 


Ashhg’s  Brigade. 

1st  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  James  H. 
Lewis. 

2d  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Kuhn. 
5th  Tennessee,  Col.  George  W.  McKenzie. 
9th  Tennessee  Battalion,  Capt.  W.  L. 
Bromley. 


Harrison’s  Brigade. 

3d  Arkansas,  Maj.  William  H.  Blackwell. 
8th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Paul  F.  Anderson. 
8th  Texas,  Lieut.  Col.  Gustave  Cook. 

11th  Texas,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  W.  Hooks. 


IVERSON’S  DIVISION. 


Ferguson’ s Brigade. 

2d  Alabama,  Col.  .John  N.  Carpenter. 
56th  Alabama,  Col.  William  Boyles. 

9th  Mississippi,  Capt.  Benjamin  Ste- 
vens. 

10th  Mississippi,*  Col.  Win.  M.  Inge. 
11th  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  L. 
Muldrow. 


Lewis’  Brigade.] 

1st  [3dJ  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  W. 
Griffith. 

2d  Kentucky,  Maj.  Thomas  W.  Lewis. 

2d  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted),  Lieut. 
Col.  Philip  Lee. 

4th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted),  Capt. 
Thomas  Steele,  jr. 

5th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted), 

6th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted), 

9th  Kentucky,  Col.  William  C.  P. 
Breckinridge. 

9th  Kentucky  Infantry  (mounted).  Col. 
John  W.  Caldwell. 


Hannon’s  Brigade.] 

24th  Alabama  Battalion,  Capt.  R.  F.  Davis. 
53(1  Alabama,  Capt.  John  PL  Hannon. 

11th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  Hugh  W.  Barclay. 

ARTILLERY. 


Maj.  James  Hamilton. 

Huggins’  battery,  Capt.  Almaria  L.  Huggins. 
Ramsey’s  battery,  Capt.  D.  Breck  Ramsey. 
AVhite’s  battery,  Lieut.  J.  L.  Whittington. 
Wiggins’  battery,  Lieut.  Thomas  M.  Ellis. 


* Formerly  the  12th  Mississippi  Battalion. 

tA  consolidation  of  Breckinridge  s and  Lewis’  brigades  directed  by  Special 
Orders,  No.  1,  headquarters  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 
of  January  2,  1865. 

t But  Special  Orders,  No.  1,  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 
January  2,  1865,  directed  that  this  brigade  be  broken  up;  that  the  24th  Alal)ama 
Battalion  and  53d  Alabama  Regiment  be  transferred  to  Hagan’s  brigade,  and  the 
30th  Battalion  [11th  Regiment]  Georgia  to  Anderson’s  brigade. 
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AHller’s  Brigade.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Miller. 

2(1  Florida  Cavalry  (nine  companies), 
Maj.  Robert  Harrison. 

5tb  Florida  Battalion  (eight  compa- 
nies), Col.  George  W.  Scott. 

29th  Georgia  Battalion  (detachment). 


Georgia  Reserves  (battalion). 


Georgia  Reserves  (seven  companies). 

Special  Cavalry  Battalion  (two  compa- 
nies). 

Campbell’s  Siege  Battery,  Capt.  Charles 
G.  Campbell. 

Chisolm’s  Independent  Cavalry  Com- 
pany,   . 

Bruton’s  (Florida)  Light  Battery, 

Kilcrease  Light  Artillery,  Lieut.  Patrick 
Houstoun. 

Milton  Light  Artillery,  Company  A, 
Capt.  Joseph  L.  Dunham. 


Trgijner’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Trapier.I 

Ward’s  battalion,  South  Carolina  Re- 
serves, Ca'pt.  Lemuel  A.  Grice. 
19th  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  Company 
E,  Capt.  J.  J.  Steele. 

German  Artillery,  Company  B,  Capt.  F. 
Melchers. 

Waccamaw  Artillery,  Capt.  Mayham 
Ward. 

Jackson’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  K.  Jackson. 

1st  Foreign  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Julius 
G.  Tucker. 

14th  South  Carolina  Militia,  Col.  D.  R. 
Barton. 

South  Carolina  Militia  (one  company), 
Capt.  A.  J.  Frederick. 

Inglis  Artillery,  Capt.  William  E. 
Charles. 


Post  of  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Lieut.  Col.  Robert  S.  Means. 

Post  Guard,  Capt.  Rufus  D.  Senn. 
Provost  Guard,  Capt.  D.  H.  Hamilton,  jr. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General^s  Office, 

No.  26.  ) Richmond.,  February  i,  1865. 

#**#**# 

XIII.  Maj.  Charles  S.  Stringfellow,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  command  of  Eeserves  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  will  at  once  report  to  Lieutenant  General  Holmes,  com- 
manding, at  Ealeigh,  N.  C. 

*##*#** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Salkehatchie, 

February  J,  1865. 

[Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws:] 

General:  I have  just  returned  from  an  examination  of  the  swamp 
between  Black  Creek  and  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Salkehatchie.  I am 
satisfied  that  to  cross  any  considerable  force  between  the  mouths  of 
Black  Creek  and  the  Little  Salkehatchie  would  be  a work  of  time  and 
labor  to  the  enemy  that  would  give  us  ample  time  to  mass  forces 
from  the  Porter  house  (EisePs  old  camp).  I believe  if  the  enemy 

* Subordiiuite  commanders  as  re])orted  January  20;  not  indicated  on  return  for 
January  31,  1865.  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  .Jones  assigned  .January  11,  1865,  to  command  of 
the  District  of  Florida,  but  Brigadier-General  Miller  was  exercising  that  command 
as  late  as  January  26,  1865. 

t Commanding  January  20;  actual  commander  not  reported  January  31. 

68  R R — VOL  XLVH,  PT  11 


1074  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C,,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

attempt  a crossing  below  the  Little  Salkeliatcliie  it  will  be  below  the 
pontoon  bridge,  j^retty  certainly  south  of  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek. 
We  now  have  an  infantry  picket  near  Root’s  house.  About  fifty  addi- 
tional  men  are  now  on  duty  north  of  the  pontoon  bridge  This  morn- 
ing I moved  a battalion  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  Brooks’ 
battery,  to  Doctor  Kean’s  house,  but  after  examining  the  swamp  I ordered 
them  back  to  their  old  camps.  Captain  Brooks  was  with  me  in  making 
the  examination.  Captain  Brooks  has  not  yet  crossed  the  Little  Salke- 
hatchie  to  look  for  positions  for  artillery  at  Dubois’  Landing.  Colonel 
Kennedy  has  returned.  I refer  the  matters  to  him.  The  enemy  made 
a show  of  crossing  yesterday,  just  below  pontoon  bridge.  They  only 
developed  a battalion  or  regiment  of  sharpshooters  with  a heavy  work- 
ing party.  We  drove  them  away  with  artillery  and  small- arms.  I 
lost  one  man  killed.  Cannot  estimate  the  damage  to  the  enemy.  Our 
scouts  report  McTier’s  Creek  above  the  Salkehatchie. 

I am,  general,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  T.  STACKHOUSE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


PIeadquarters  Salkehatchie  Bridge, 

February  1,  1865, 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Asdstant  Adjiitant- General : 

Dispatch  of  1.15  a.  m.  just  received.  All  quiet  here  this  morming. 
Yesterday  afternoon  the  enemy  moved  a battalion  down  to  the  landing 
just  below  pontoon  bridge,  about  000  yards;  deployed  and  moved  down 
to  edge  of  the  river.  They  had  a large  working  party  with  axes  in  the 
rear.  We  opened  on  them  with  artillery  and  infantry  and  drove  them 
otf.  Our  loss  was  one  killed.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stackhouse  is  still  in 
command.  He  has  gone  to  the  right  to  examine  the  points  indicated 
in  General  McLaws’  note.  Will  keep  you  advised  of  any  movement. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  R.  HOLMES, 
Assistant  AdjiUant-  General. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  are  picketing  in  front  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
between  the  country  and  railroads. 


Headquarters  Broxton’s  Bridge, 

February  1,  1865. 

General  Humes, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  I wish  you  to  cross  Whippy  Swamp  as  soon  as  possible 
and  put  yourself  in  front  of  the  enemy,  opposing  his  advance  whenever 
practicable,  reiiorting  constantly  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  your 
own.  Colonel  Colcock’s  cavalry  will  be  under  your  orders  until  the 
special  instructions  which  accompany  this  are  carried  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


P.  S. — Should  you  hear  of  the  enemy  crossing  the  Salkehatchie  you 
will  cross  also  and  retard  his  advance. 


L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Humes’  Division  Cavalry, 

February  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Commandmg  Broxtords  Bridge : 

General  : The  enemy  are  pushing  a column  of  cavalry  rapidly  up 
the  Augusta  road,  running  up  the  east  bank  of  the  Coosa whatchie. 
They  are  now  three  miles  above  McBride’s  Bridge.  This  is  the  reason 
why  I did  not  retire  toward  Broxton’s  Bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Laivtonvillej  S.  (7.,  February  i,  1865. 

Captain  Powell, 

A.ssistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 

We  have  not  a word  from  the  enemy.  Our  pickets  were  ordered  to 
scout  well  out  at  daylight.  Captain  Hubbard  is  down  in  vicinity  of 
Gillisonville,  and  should  have  reported  before  this,  but  has  not. 
Colonel  McLemore  informs  me  he  neglected  to  instruct  the  pickets  to 
send  couriers  back  often.  I am  just  starting  out  to  where  we  are 
blockading  the  roads.  Should  I learn  anything,  will  report  it. 

Yery  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 

Colonel,  Cominanding. 


General:  In  examining  the  country  between  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  and  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  from  Jacksonborougli  to 
Pocotaligo,  on  the  former,  and  from  Ridgeville  to  Branch ville  and  Mid- 
way on  the  latter,  one  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the  facilities  offered 
to  an  enemy  threatening  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  by  the  direct- 
ness with  which  the  southern  part  of  the  Edisto,  the  Salkehatchie,  or 
Combahee,  and  the  Ashepoo  Rivers  run  from  one  to  the  other  of  these 
railroads. 

An  enemy  marching  on  this  section  from  the  sea  toward  the  South 
Carolina  Railroad  would  have  fine  direct  roads,  and  his  progress  would 
not  be  delayed  by  any  of  the  swamps  with  which  the  country  seems  to 
be  filled  were  it  not  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  Edisto  runs  in  an 
almost  easterly  direction  until  turned  sharply  toward  the  south  by  a 
marl  bluff*  at  Gioham’s  Ferry,  thus  affording  a fine  line  for  defense, 
some  six  or  eight  miles  from  the  railroad  and  i)arallel  to  it.  It  would 
be  of  the  highest  importance  for  an  officer  operating  in  this  country  to 
note  well  the  difference  of  effort  required  in  moving  to  or  from  an 
enemy  directly  up  or  down  the  country,  or  across  it  from  east  to  west 
or  from  west  to  east.  In  the  latter  case  swamps  and  causeways  would 
be  of  constant  occurrence  ; in  the  former  case  he  would  meet  none.  An 
enemy,  for  instance,  who  should  march  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Coni- 
bahee,  and  then  try  to  cross  the  headwaters  of  the  Salkehatchie  going 
east,  would  find  the  first  part  of  the  road  perfectly  free  from  natural 
iifhculties  and  the  last  part  of  it  so  full  of  them  as  to  be  impracti- 
cable, if  any  opposition  was  offered  to  his  march.  The  same  is  true  of 
all  of  this  country,  excepting  the  pine  barren  portion  of  it  north  of 
Walterborough,  which  is  perfectly  open,  except  here  and  there  a gall 
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or  bay,  and  the  small  streams  with  sandy  bottoms  flowing  from  them, 
all  of  which  are  easily  crossed  or  tamed.  These  facts  render  the 
defense  of  the  Edisto  or  Pon  Pon,  Ashepoo,  and  Combahee,  at  points 
as  near  their  mouths  as  possible,  of  great  interest,  not  merely  in  view  of 
the  Savannah  railroad  and  our  communications  with  that  city,  but  in 
view  of  the  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  and  the  entire  railroad  communi- 
cation between  the  east  and  west  of  the  sea  board  of  the  Confederacy. 

An  enterprising  enemy,  well  led,  entering  the  country  between  the  , 
Edisto  and  Combahee,  could  easily  protect  his  flanks  by  guarding  the  few 
crossings  through  their  swamps.  He  would  occupy  a central  position 
as  against  the  troops  now  guarding  the  Savannah  railroad,  who  would 
find  it  difficult  to  unite.  He  would  directly  threaten  to  South  Carolina 
Eailroad,  and  indirectly  Charleston. 

Against  an  enemy  passing  up  the  road  from  Willstown  to  Eidgeville 
determined  resistance  should  be  offered  at  Ball’s  Swamp  on  a line  with 
Caw  Caw.  This  position  is  not  particularly  strong,  and  there  is,  there- 
fore, the  more  need  of  work  to  make  it  so,  but  the  country  in  the  rear 
of  it  and  Caw  Caw  is  exactly  adapted  for  troops  resolute  to  remain  and 
operate  on  the  flanks  of  an  army  which  having  forced  Ball’s  Swamp 
should  still  press  on  to  Eidgeville.  I do  not  know  of  any  better  field 
for  the  display  of  talents  for  this  kind  of  warfare  here  required  than 
this  portion  of  Saint  Paul’s  offers.  Officers  and  men  must,  however, 
previously  study  the  ground,  or  it  would  be  no  better  for  them  than 
for  their  enemies. 

If  I might  make  a suggestion,  it  would  be  that  the  troops  in  Saint 
Paul’s  should  not  retire  directly  before  an  enemy,  but,  remaining  to 
attack  his  flank  and  break  up  his  line  of  communication,  should  leave 
the  foe  to  be  met  in  front  coming  from  the  line  of  the  South  Carolina 
Eailroad.  At  Doctor  Harllee’s,  just  above  Gioham’s  Ferry,  a good 
position  offers.  The  river  road  here  forks,  one  branch  for  Eidgeville 
and  one  crossing  the  bridge  over  Four-Hole  Swamp  for  Orangeburg. 
The  bridge  should  be  strengthened,  and  the  lumber  necessary  is  just  at 
hand.  Work  should  be  done  here,  as  the  enemy  are  met  in  front  so  far 
as  the  road  is  concerned,  and  the  troops  here  would  be  on  their  flanks 
should  they  venture  to  pass  before  them,  moving  to  their  right  toward 
the  South  Carolina  Eailroad,  which  they  might  attempt  if  the  country 
is  as  oi)en  as  I fear  it  is.  If  overwhelmed  they  could  quickly  put 
themselves  behind  Four-Hole  Swamp  and  hold  it — few  against  great 
odds.  The  river  road  along  the  left  bank  from  Gioham’s  to  Tucker’s 
Bridge  is  good,  and  there  are  seven  crossings  through  the  swamp 
(Edisto)  from  the  bend  to  Branch ville.  At  Gioham’s  the.bluff  is  on  the 
left  bank,  and  so  continues  for  some  distance.  There  is  a crossing  just 
above  Four-Hole  Branch  (on  the  Edisto),  one  at  Eaysor’s  Bridge  on  the 
road  from  George’s  Station  to  Walterborough,  very  important.  The 
bluft*  is  on  the  right  bank,  but  the  ground  there  is  so  favorable  for, 
and  the  defense  so  necessary,  that  I would  advise  the  occupation  of  the 
wrong  side  of  the  river,  and  that  the  work  needful  to  hold  it  should  be 
done  there.  ^ 

[First  indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  15th  Army  Corps, 

Near  Biclcory  iS.  (7.,  February  1,  1865. 

The  within  unfinished  report  was  found  in  a vacant  building  at 
McPherson  ville.  Thinking  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  the  general 
commanding,  I respectfully  forward  it. 

GEO.  A.  STON^E, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 

Hiclcory  Hill  Post-Office^  8.  C.,  February  1^  1865. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  commanding  general  of  the  army  corps. 

0.  E.  WOODS, 
Brevet  Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Iverson’s  Division, 

In  the  Fields  February  1,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  Prisoners  say  that  theMneteenth  Corps,  commanded 
by  Sheridan,  is  now  in  Savannah,  and  they  say  that  Kilpatrick  is  on 
this  side  of  the  Savannah  Eiver.  Scouts  saying  that  they  belong  to 
his  command  have  been  to  Springfield.  The  enemy  are  still  crossing 
the  river,  and  not  advancing  on  this  side  of  the  river.  They  charged 
and  scattered  my  pickets  day  before  yesterday. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFEED  lYEESON, 

Brigadier- General. 

Several  torpedoes  have  exploded  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  doing  some 
damage  among  the  enemy.  A portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  crossed 
below  Sister’s  Ferry,  and  it  is  this  part  of  the  army  which  has  prob- 
ably reached  Eobertsville. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  i,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  MACKALl, 

Commanding j (fic.,  Macon^  Ga.  : 

General  : General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  send  an  efficient 
commandant  of  the  post  to  Mayfield,  to  see  that  no  confusion  and  delay 
takes  place  in  the  prompt  transmission  of  troops.  Let  him  be  instructed 
that  if  cars  are  not  in  readiness  at  Mayfield  on  the  arrival  of  the  troops, 
they  must  march  to  Camak,  where  they  will  meet  transportation. 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEEKT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  commandiijg,  &c.,  Macon,  Ga.) 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  1,  1865. 

Captain  Peyton, 

Assistant  Quartermaster.^  Columbus,  Ga.: 

Major  Willis  telegraphs  that  Cheatham’s  corps  quartermaster  should 
get  clothing,  shoes,  and  blankets  from  you.  He  cannot  be  communi- 
cated with.  You  had  better  issue  the  clothing,  &c.,  to  the  different 
(juartermasters  passing  through  with  troops,  as  they  must  be  furnished 
and  there  are  none  at  Augusta. 

J.  B.  ETTSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  February  2,  1865. 
His  Excellency  President  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond.!  Va.  : 

General  Taylor  reports  that  a victory  over  Sherman  is  essential,  and 
that  he  can  resist  a raid  without  Stewart’s  corps  and  cannot  fight  a 
battle  with  it  against  an  army;  that  French’s  division  is  suificient  to 
fully  garrison  Mobile  and  Choctaw  Bluff,  and  proposes  to  send  balance 
of  corps  here.  I have  accordingly  ordered  it  here,  with  a battalion  of 
artillery. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  February  5,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston.)  S.  C. : 

Brig.  Gen.  William  M.  Browne,  of  my  staff,  an  ofiQcer  of  the  Provis- 
ional Army,  should  not  be  assigned  to  duty  under  militia  officers  unless 
under  imperative  necessity. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


General  S.  Cooper  : 


Augusta,  February  2^  1865. 

(Eeceived  12.30  o’clock.) 


Nothing  new  to  report  respecting  movements  of  the  enemy,  except 
that  he  may  attempt  to  cross  the  Salkehatchie,  seven  miles  above  N [sic.] 
road  bridge.  The  Twentieth  Corps  at  Eobertsville ; the  Fourteenth 
Corps  still  crossing  at  Sister’s  Ferry. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Augusta,  February  2^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston^  S.  C.: 

I have  concluded  to  send  Stevenson’s  forces  to  Branch ville  to-mor- 
row. Can  you  furnish  him  with  artillery*? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

February  2^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding : 

General  : 1 learn  from  friends  at  the  South  that  nothing  but  the 
restoration  of  General  Johnston  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee will  restore  that  army  to  organization,  morale,  and  efficiency. 
This  is  my  own  opinion  also.  I hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  think 
it  improper  in  me  to  beg  that  this  may  be  one  of  your  first  acts  as 
commander-in-chief.  If  I were  not  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  this 
was  essential  to  the  preservation  of  that  army,  I should  not  volunteer 
an  opinion  upon  a matter  beyond  my  proper  sphere.  I have  served 
under  General  Johnston,  and,  so  far  as  I am  capable  of  judging,  I am 
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satisfied  that  he  is  one  of  our  ablest  and  best  generals.  He  has  not 
been  successful,  but  you  can  readily  see  that  no  general  can  be  successful 
if  he  does  not  receive  the  support  of  the  authorities  above  him. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  LONGiSTREET, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Lawtonville,  February  2,  1865 — 12.30  a.  m. 
General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  ^District  of  Georgia: 

General:  The  enemy  moved  up  in  very  large  force  on  both  roads 
between  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Combahee  Rivers.  I have  no  doubt 
both  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  are  there;  Kilpatrick  is  reported 
there  also.  There  is  certainly  one  large  brigade  of  cavalry  with  this 
column.  Scouts  from  rear  report  that  nearly  all  the  enemy  have  left 
Pocotaligo,  moving  north.  I will  go  in  person  to  the  front  of  Fifteenth 
and  Seventeenth  Corps  this  morning.  Enemy’s  movements  now  look 
as  though  Branchville,  rather  than  Augusta,  is  their  destination, 
though  it  is  impossible  yet  to  determine.  General  McLaws  is  at  Brox- 
ton’s  Bridge.  I fear  the  enemy  may  move  up  and  attempt  to  cross  at 
Buford’s  or  Rivers’  Bridges. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 

K.  B. — The  Twentieth  Corps  will  be  delayed  by  the  roads  being  thor- 
oughly blockaded;  sufficient  force  will  be  left  to  retard  it  also. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Fourteen  Miles  Northwest  Hichory  Hill.,  February  2,  1865. 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  Augusta,  Ga. : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  4.15  p.  m.  31st  of  January ’received.  I 
think  one  corps  is  too  much  to  send  down  to  line  of  Brier  Creek.  The 
division  you  have  sent  there  with  Iverson’s  cavalry  ought  to  be  suf- 
ficient. If  the  rest  of  the  troops  you  have  were  sent  to  the  fortifications 
I have  had  built  at  Three  Runs  they  would  be  in  iiosition  to  opjiose  an 
advance  upon  Augusta,  or  move  around  and  oppose  an  advance  upon 
the  railroad  at  Blackville,  Graham’s,  Midway,  or  Branchville.  These 
troops  would  also  then  be  in  position  to  oppose  an  advance  upoa 
Columbia  sliould  it  be  made.  If  the  enemy  should  advance  upon 
Augusta  on  the  Georgia  side,  these  troops  could  be  sent  rapidly  by  rail- 
road to  Augusta,  and  then  sent  down  to  oppose  him.  If,  after  xdacing 
troops  in  position  to  hold  the  Three  Runs,  we  should  have  any  surplus 
troops,  I think  they  should  be  sent  to  re-enforce  our  troops  to  prevent 
the  enemy  crossing  at  Broxton’s,  Rivers’,  and  Buford’s  Bridges.  The 
enemy  drove  us  within  seven*  miles  of  Allendale  to-day,  but  they  are 
now  checked,  and  are  skirmishing.  They  consist  of  both  infantry  and 
cavalry. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 


[February  2,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McLaws,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1121.] 
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Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Maner’^s  Hotise,  February  1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  estab- 
lished my  headquarters  at  this  point  (Manor’s  house),  near  the  inter- 
section of  the  road  we  traveled  this  evening  with  the  road  crossing  the 
Orangeburg  road  at  Owen’s  Cross-Roads.  I left  a picket  at  the  cross- 
ing west  of  Loper’s  Cross-Roads,  and  have  a regiment  on  the  road 
leading  near  my  headquarters  to  Owen’s  Cross-Roads,  which  pickets 
also  a road  crossing  the  Orangeburg  road  at  a point  north  of  the  latter 
point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division  Cavalry, 

February  .2,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 
Lieutenant  : The  enemy  are  now  in  one  mile  of  our  headquarters. 
General  Humes  moved  early  this  morning  to  the  Salkehatchie  road  to 
meet  the  enemy.  He  left  only  one  regiment  (Fifth  Tennessee)  here. 
We  cannot  stop  the  enemy  long.  General  Humes  ordered  the  bridges 
destroyed  across  Salkehatchie  Swamp.  Tliis  will  be  done,  if  possible. 
The  enemy  are  pressing  very  hard.  I sent  General  Humes  a courier 
informing  him  that  he  could  not  return  by  way  of  his  old  headquarters. 
His  wagon  trains  are  moving  toward  Duck  Branch  Post-Office.  I 
thought  proper  to  inform  you  of  this. 

Very  respectfully,  lieutenant,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  ELDER, 

' Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Anderson’s  Brigade, 

Smarts  Rouse,  February  1865 — 3.20  p.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant  : The  order  from  the  major-general  for  me  to  proceed 
to  7iear  Allendale  is  received.  Am  I to  leave  at  once  or  still  await  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Dibrell,  as  before  ordered? 

R.  H.  ANDERSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commandmg. 


Headquarters, 

Broxtoits  Bridge,  February  2,  1865. 

General  Humes, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

General:  Major-General  McLaws  directs  that  you  dismount  about 
300  of  your  men  when  you  reach  Morris’  Ford,  and  place  them  in  the 
intrench ments  to  support  a battery  of  artillery,  which  is  now  there 
unsupported,  and  to  hold  the  position. 

1 am , general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  B.  ELLIOTT. 
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Headquarters, 

Broxtoifi’s  Bridge^  February  3,  1865. 

General  Humes  : 

I wish  you  would  cross  the  Salkehatchie  with  the  greater  portion  of 
your  command  and  assist  in  guarding  the  crossings  of  that  stream 
from  Eivers’  Bridge  to  Buford’s  and  above  as  far  as  possible.  .Leave 
300  or  400  inen  on  the  other  side,  with  orders  to  check  the  enemy  as 
much  as  possible  and  watch  his  movements.  Our  men  will  cross  at 
Morris’  Ford  and  assist  in  the  defense  of  that  place.  I hope  you  can 
cross  at  Buford’s  Bridge  and  dispose  your  men  for  its  defense.  Colonel 
Colcockis  picketing,  or  has  been  directed  to  picket,  from  Eivers’  Bridge 
as  high  up  toward  Buford’s  as  his  force  will  permit.  I wish  you  to 
relieve  him  of  that  duty,  as  his  force  is  required  below  Eivers’  Bridge. 
I expect  more  cavalry  here  early  to-morrow,  which  will  report  to  you. 

Eespectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division  Cavalry, 

In  the  Fields  February  2,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : I have  just  been  ordered  by  General  McLaws  to  cross 
my  main  force  over  the  Salkehatchie  to  aid  him  in  resisting  the  enemy; 
and  deeming  it  of  the  first  importance  that  the  enemy  be  opposed,  in 
obedience  to  his  order,  1 therefore  will  cross  my  division  over  the  Sal- 
kehatchie, leaving  only  a small  force  to  observe  the  enemy  on  the  roads 
from  Buford‘’s  and  Barker’s  Bridges  to  Barnwell  Court-House. 

Y ery  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division  Cavalry, 

In  the  Field,  February  2,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding : 

General  : The  enemy  are  now  at  Eivers’  Bridge.  I have  fallen  back, 
and  will  x>i<*ket  so  as  to  cover  Barker’s  and  Buford’s  Bridges.  My 
headquarters  to-night  will  be  at  Angley’s  Post-Ofiice. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


P. 


S. — I have  had  ten  or  twelve  men  badly  wounded. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


February  2, 18G5 — 9 p.  m. 

Major-General  Humes, 

Commanding  Division  Cavalry : 

General:  1 send  by  courier  orders  from  Major-General  McLaws. 
To  cross  successfully  at  Buford’s  Bridge  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
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move  at  once,  as  the  enemy  is  but  a short  distance  below;  will  probably 
drive  you  in  by  daylight.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
river  should  be  picketed  below  Buford’s.  There  are  no  pickets  for  four 
miles  below  that  point.  You  will  oblige  by  sending  me  a reply  to 
Colonel  Hardy’s  headquarters  at  Buford’s  Bridge,  ^etting  me  know 
when  you  will  be  up,  as  I wish  to  communicate  with  the  major-general 
commanding. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

MALLOEY  P.  KING, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  McLaics^  Division. 


Headquarters  Hannon’s  Brigade, 

February  2^  1865 — 7 p.  m. 

Captain  Lawton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  I returned  from  the  front  after  attacking  the  enemy’s 
scouts  at  three  points.  I killed  1,  captured  11,  and  wounded  several. 
Killed  2 horses  and  captured  10  mules,  with  arms  and  equipments. 
Prisoners  say  they  belong  to  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry,  and  that  the  Nine- 
teenth Corps,  commanded  by  Sheridan,  is  in  Savannah.  They  also 
state  that  they  are  only  crossing  their  pioneer  corps  for  the  purpose  of 
causewaying  the  road  to  the  highland. 

Eespectfully, 

M.  W.  HANNON, 

Colonel^  &c. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  2^  1865. 

Maj.  Edward  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 

Major  : General  Beauregard  desires  that,  as  soon  as  the  troops  of 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  shall  have  iiassed,  its  transportation  now 
en  route  to  this  point  shall  be  placed  on  the  cars  and  hurried  forward. 
Major  Molloy,  commissary  of  subsistence,  has  been  directed  to  collect 
at  Abbeville,  S.  C.,  ten  days’  rations  for  15,000  men;  at  Washington, 
Ga.,  five  days’  rations  for  10,000  men;  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  thirty  days’ 
rations  for  20,000  men,  and  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  ten  days’  rations  for  15,000 
men.  You  will  supply  the  necessary  transportation  for  the  supplies 
before  mentioned  to  the  points  indicated. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  2.,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General:  It  is  the  desire  of  General  Beauregard  that  you  render 
to  these  headquarters,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a statement 
exhibiting  the  number  of  troops  of  Lee’s  corps  that  have  arrived  here 
and  the  number  that  are  yet  to  come.  An  approximation  will  answer 
in  the  absence  of  correct  returns. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Richmond,  February  2^  1865. 

General  Braxton  Braho: 

President  is  fully  disposed  to  do  all  you  wisli,  but  says  you  must 
name  your  two  aides.  Has  difficulty  about  rank  of  aides  and  any 
adjutant-generars  commission  to  Strange  and  Outhbert,  who  parted  with 
no  position  [s^c].  Your  presence  would  save  all  and  do  other  good. 
President  thinks  you  should  come.  I propose  to  leave  your  office  books 
and  papers  with  him.  He  concurs.  If  fleet  has  left,  do  ask  orders  to 
come.  I know  the  necessity,  or  would  not  be  importunate. 

JNO.  B.  SALE, 
Military  Secretary, 


General  Braxton  Braoo: 


Richmond,  Februahj  2,  1865. 


Your  iiresence  said  to  be  necessary  here.  Telegrai)h  me  at  Peters- 
burg. 


JAMES  E.  CHTHBERT, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  10.  3 Wilmington.,  February  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  T.  Gordon,  Invalid  Coips,  is  assigned  to  temporary 
duty  as  inspector-general  of  this  department. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  .5,  1865. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Eichmo7id,  Va.  : 

Three  points  threatened  by  enemy  are  of  greatest  importance  to  hold 
at  present:  Charleston,  Branch ville,  and  Augusta.  Sherman  is  now 
apparently  moving  on  Branchville.  If  we  Jiad  sufficient  force  to  give 
him  battle,  a concentration  of  forces  should  immediately  take  place 
there;  but  General  Hardee  reports  only  13,700  effectives,  infantry  and 
artillery,  of  whom  about  3,000  are  State  reserves  and  militia.  Lee’s 
corps  just  arrived  here,  and  now  on  its  way  to  Branchville,  numbers 
only  about  4,000  effectives.  Cheatham’s  and  Stewart’s  corps,  averag- 
ing about  3,000  each,  will  not  all  arrive  here  before  10th  instant,  by 
which  time  enemy  will  iirobably  have  possession  of  Branchville.  Con- 
centration of  Hardee’s  forces  and  mine  cannot,  therefore,  take  iflace 
south  of  Columbia.  1 respectfully  urge  the  vital  importance  of  con- 
centrating at  Columbia  such  forces  as  can  be  sent  from  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia.  Ten  thousand  or  12,000  additional  men  would  insure 
the  defeat  of  Sherman  and  the  reox^ening  of  General  Lee’s  communica- 
tions with  his  base  of  sujiplies.  I will  rei)air  to  Columbia  as  soon  as 
practicable,  and,  with  your  approval,  will  assume  command  of  all  forces 
which  may  be  assembled  there.  When  railroad  to  Branchville  shall 
have  been  tapped  by  enemy.  General  Lee’s  suiiplies  will  have  to  be 
sent  via  Washington,  Ga.,  and  Abbeville,  S.  C. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


1084  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  3,  1865. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Richmond^  Ya. : 

The  fall  of  Charleston  and  Columbia  would  necessitate  soon  aban- 
donment of  Wilmington  and  East  North  Carolina.  If  troops  from 
there  and  from  Virginia  could  be  sent  me  at  Columbia^  with  their 
transportation,  I would  defeat,  and  might  destroy,  Sherman’s  army. 
No  time,  however,  should  be  lost. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Confederate  States, 

‘Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.,  February  5,  1865. 

Notes  of  conference  had  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1865,  at 
Green’s  Cut  Station,  Ga.,  at  which  General  Beauregard,  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  and  Maj.  Gen.  G,  W.  Smith  were 
present.  The  following  was  the  estimated  strength  of  the  forces  in  and 
about  Augusta  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina  which  could  be  relied 
on  as  effectives  to  resist  the  advance  of  Sherman  : 

General  Hardee:  Regular  infantry,  Provisional  Armies  Confederate 


States 8,  000 

Militia  and  reserves 3,  000 

11,000 

Light  artillery 2,  000 

Butler’s  division,  mounted  and  dismounted  (one-half  only  available  at 

this  date) 1, 500 

3,500 

Total  under  command  of  General  Hardee 14, 500 

Major-General  Smith : Georgia  militia 1,200 

General  Browne : Reserves 250 

1,450 


Total 15,950 


Total  infantry 12,  450 

Lee’s  corps : Infantry 4,  000 

Cheatham’s  corps : Infantry 3,  000 

Stewart’s  corps : Infantry 3,000 

10,000 


Total  infantry 22,  450 


Artillery 800 

Army  of  Tennessee 10,800 

Wheeler’s  cavalry G,  700 


Recaintidaiion . 


Total  infantry 22, 450 

Total  light  artillery 2, 800 

Total  cavalry,  mounted  and  dismounted 8,  200 


Grand  total 33,  450 


Cheatham’s  and  Stewart’s  corps  had  not  arrived.  The  head  of 
Cheatham’s  corps  was  expected  to  arrive  on  the  4th  or  5th,  and  the 
head  of  Stewart’s  on  the  10th  or  11th  instant.  In  view  of  Sherman’s 
I)resent  position,  his  manifest  advance  toward  Brandi ville  from  Poco- 
taligo  and  Coosawhatchie,  the  weakness  of  our  forces,  and  the  expected 
arrival  of  the  re-enforcements  above  referred  to,  it  was  deemed  inad- 
visable to  concentrate  our  forces  at  Branch  ville,  and  there  offer  battle 


Chap.  LIX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1085 

to  Sherman.  During  the  pending  negotiations  for  peace,  it  was  thought 
of  the  highest  imi^ortance  to  hold  Charleston  and  Augusta,  as  long  as 
it  was  humanly  jDossible.  Moreover,  it  being  in  violation  of  all  maxims 
of  the  military  art  to  adopt  a place  as  a point  of  concentration  which 
it  was  possible  that  the  enemy,  with  a largely  superior  force,  could 
reach  before  our  columns  could  arrive,  it  was,  therefore,  concluded — 
First.  That  the  line  of  tlie  Combahee  should  be  held  as  long  as 
practicable,  resisting  the  enemy  strongly  at  all  points. 

Second.  Should  the  enemy  penetrate  this  line,  or  turn  it  in  force. 
General  Hardee  should  retire  with  his  forces,  covering  his  rear  with 
about  500  cavalry,  toward  Charleston,  resisting  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  that  direction  vigorously  behind  every  available  creek,  river, 
or  swamp;  whilst  Wheeler,  dividing  his  forces  temporarily,  should  fall 
back  with  the  main  portion  in  the  direction  of  Columbia,  checking  the 
enemy’s  advance,  should  he  follow,  and  hold  the  line  of  the  Congaree 
until  re- enforcements  could  arrive.  The  other  portion  of  his  cavalry 
was  to  fall  back  toward  Augusta,  covering  that  place. 

Third.  Should  the  enemy  follow  Hardee  and  indicate  an  attack  on 
Charleston,  whenever  it  should  become  evident  that  a longer  defense 
was  impracticable.  General  Hardee  should  abandon  the  place,  remov- 
ing all  valuable  stores,  and  hasten  to  form  a junction  in  front  of 
Columbia  with  the  forces  of  General  Beauregard,  w^ho  would  have  to 
cover  Columbia  and  take  up  the  Congaree  as  a line  of  defense. 

Fourth.  That  the  infantry  now  on  the  line  of  Brier  Creek,  about 
twenty-five  miles  south  of  Augusta  at  nearest  point,  should  be  removed 
as  soon  as  the  stores  were  brought  back  and  take  up  a new  position 
along  Spirit  Creek,  about  fifteen  miles  nearer,  and  which  should  be 
fortified.  A four-  gun  battery,  with  embrasures  and  heavy  traverses,  was 
to  be  placed  on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  near  the  mouth  of  Spirit  Creek, 
and  a similar  one  at  Sandbar  Ferry,  both  batteries  aided  by  torpedoes 
in  the  river. 

Fifth.  It  was  held  in  contemplation  to  send  Lee’s  corps  to  Branch- 
ville,  and  in  the  event  of  the  hai)pening  of  the  contiijgency  alluded  to 
in  the  second  and  third  resolutions,  Major-General  Stevenson,  com- 
manding that  corps,  should  retire  toward  the  Congaree,  protected  by 
the  cavalry,  where  he  would  watch  and  guard  its  crossings  until  the 
arrival  of  Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee.  In  the  course  of  the  con- 
ference General  Hardee  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would  require  at 
least  20,000  men  to  defend  Charleston  successfully,  during  about 
twenty  days,  being  the  extent  of  provisions  there  accumulated.  He 
said,  however,  that  his  subordinate  commanders  in  that  district,  Brig- 
adier-Generals Taliaferro  and  Elliott  and  Colonel  Bhett,  estimated 
the  force  required  at  from  that  number  to  about  25,000  men.  The 
troops  arriving  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee  were  still  without  artil- 
lery and  wagons.  Three  batteries  were  expected  to  arrive  at  Augusta 
in  two  or  three  days,  but  the  other  six,  and  the  wagon  trains,  could  not 
be  expected  to  commence  arriving  before  eight  or  ten  days.  The  enemy 
moving  with  a certain  number  of  days’  rations  for  all  his  troops,  with 
the  hope  of  establishing  a new  base  at  Charleston  after  its  fall,  has  in 
reality  no  lines  of  communication  which  can  be  threatened  or  cut. 
His  overpowering  force  enables  him  to  move  into  the  interior  of  the 
country  like  an  ordinary  movable  column. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

GEOKGE  WM.  BBENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[First  indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.^  February  5,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  for  the  information 
of  the  President. 

If  it  be  true,  as  reported  by  prisoners  and  deserters,  that  Schofield’s 
corps  (Twenty- third),  from  Middle  Tennessee,  and  Sheridan’s  (Nine- 
teenth), from  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  have  joined  Sherman’s  army,  it 
cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  54,000  infantry  and  artillery — c.,  six 
corps  at  9,000  men  each,  to  whom  must  be  added  about  4,000  cavalry, 
forming  a total  of  not  less  than  58,000  disciplined  and  well  organized 
men. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General, 


[Second  indorsement.] 

February  16,  1865. 


Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


[Third  indorsement.] 


Read  and  returned.  The  previous  reports  justified  the  supposition 
that  a larger  force  than  that  stated  within  was  present  for  duty.  The 
distinction  made  by  the  term ‘‘ relied  on  as  effectives”  may  account 
for  the  difference. 

J.  D. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  3,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Tyler, 

West  Point : 

The  advaii  ce  of  Bate’s  division  will  probably  arrive  here  to-day. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Blackville,  [February]  3,  1865. 

Major-General  McLawS: 

I have  ordered  McGregor’s  reserves  to  Rivers’  Bridge  to  report  to 
you  and  will  telegraph  at  once  to  Branchville  to  send  Taliaferro’s 
brigade.  Have  you  any  one  at  Morris’  Ford"?  I will  leave  here  in  an 
hour  for  Barnwell  Court-House. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Buford’s  Bridge,  February  3,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  McLaws: 

General:  The  Fourth  Tennessee  and  Eighth  Texas,  under  Colonel 
Anderson,  have  just  crossed  at  the  bridge.  The  rest  of  General  Humes’ 
division  was  within  six  miles  of  Barnwell  last  night,  and,  E understand, 
is  to  cross  above  at  Harrison’s  Ford.  Until  General  Humes  comes  up 
Colonel  Anderson,  with  his  command,  250  strong,  will  take  up  the  line 
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trom  Colonel  Hardy’s  left,  one  mile  and  a half  below  here,  and  extend 
until  he  strikes  Colonel  Colcock  or  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baker’s  right,  as 
the  case  may  be.  If  Colonel  Colcock  is  to  be  relieved  before  the  rest  of 
General  Humes’  command  comes  up  please  let  me  know.  Colonel 
Anderson  reports  the  enemy  firing  at  his  vedettes  one  mile  and  a half 
below  here  at  daylight.  The  vedettes  were  withdrawn.  Colonel  Ander- 
son will  send  over  a scout;  will  report  as  soon  as  it  returns.  Our  pick- 
ets are  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  causeway.  The  swamp  here  is 
about  three-quarters  of  a mile  wide,  very  thick,  but  hard  bottom,  and 
water  not  deep.  As  soon  as  I can  hear  of  General  Humes  will  inform 
you. 

V ery  respectfully, 

MALLOBY  P.  KING, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Headquarters  Salkehatchie  Bridge, 

February  <5,  1865, 

Captain  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  A Mrs.  Mew  came  over  the  river  late  yesterday  evening 
and  iei)orts  that  all  of  the  enemy  opposite  my  right  moved  off  yester- 
day morning,  the  larger  body  on  the  road  to  Broxton’s  Bridge,  the 
other  on  the  Augusta  road.  She  rejiorts  no  enemy  in  my  front  on  the 
McPherson ville  side  of  the  railroad.  Dickert  and  Paysinger  will 
report  fully  this  evening.  I expected  to  hear  something  from  you  yes- 
terday relative  to  movements  in  General  McLaws’  front.  Don’t  fail  to 
keep  me  fully  advised  of  your  every  movement,  so  that  I can  know 
what  to  do.  My  position  is  perfectly  untenable,  if  you  have  to  leave 
yours,  and  useless.  I have  written  fully  to  General  Hardee  for  general 
instructions  as  to  my  line  of  policy  in  case  of  any  change  of  your 
position,  as  to  my  co-operation  with  other  troops,  line  of  retreat,  should 
it  become  necessary,  and  other  matters  pertinent  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  situation.  As  to  my  line,  I can  hold  it.  I would  be  pleased  to 
have  an  expression  of  opinion  from  General  McLaws,  which  would  be 
of  service  in  the  absence  of  a reply  to  my  communication  to  General 
Hardee.  Relative  to  publishing  the  names  of  Dickert  and  Paysinger, 
as  suggested  by  the  general,  would  it  not  be  imprudent?  I send  their 
names. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

J.  D.  KENNEDY, 
Colonelj  Commanding, 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  3,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Green's  Guty  Ga, : 

General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  send  at  once  the  brigade 
of  Lee/s  corps  now  with  you  to  this  iilace  by  rail,  to  report  to  General 
Stevenson. 

. GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.,  February  3,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Commanding  Lee’s  Corps : 

General  : General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  forthwith  move 
with  your  corps,  by  rail,  to  Branchville  and  assume  command  at  that 
place  of  all  troops  which  may  be  there.  You  will  carry  with  you  four 
days’  cooked  rations.  On  reaching  Branchville  you  will  open  communi- 
cation with  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  at  Charleston,  and  inform  him 
of  your  arrival.  You  will  report  in  person  to  General  Beauregard  and  ' 
receive  instructions  from  him. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  5,  1865. 

Major  Moses, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence^  Planters’  Hotel  : 

Major:  I am  instructed  to  advise  you  that  Maj.  F.  Molloy,  commis 
sary  of  subsistence,  has  been  directed  to  collect  without  delay  at  Abbe- 
ville, S.  0.,  ten  days’  rations  for  15,000  men;  at  Washington,  Ga.,  five 
days’  rations  for  10,000  men;  at  Columbia,  S.  C.,  thirty  days’  rations  for 
20,000  men,  and  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  ten  days’  rations  for  15,000  men,  and 
to  ask  that  you  afford  him  every  facility  within  your  power  to  accom- 
plish this  result. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wilmington,  February  5, 1865. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond : 

The  newspapers  report  an  act  passed  and  approved  repealing  the 
law  under  which  my  personal  staff  was  appointed.  I beg  that  they  be 
commissioned  in  the  Adjutant-General’s  Department  and  ordered  to 
me.  1 would  prefer  seeing  you  in  person  on  this  and  other  matters,  but 
do  not  feel  authorized  to  leave  here  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs. 
The  enemy  has  one  iron-clad  monitor  and  some  fifteen  other  armed 
vessels  in  the  river,  and  is  reconnoitering  and  buoying  out  the  channel 
up  to  Fort  Anderson.  Our  defenses  are  improving,  but  we  are  greatly 
in  need  of  heavy  guns. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  J,  1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Richmond  : 

Have  telegraphed  the  President,  which  I hope  will  arrange  matters. 
My  absence  from  here  now  could  only  be  justified  by  orders. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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WiLMiNOTON,  February  5,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  E.  OuTHBERT,  Petersburg: 

My  presence  here  is  indispensable. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

WibningtoUj  February  1865. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Cameron, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 

Major  : In  making  shipments  of  cotton  it  is  the  desire  of  the  com- 
manding general  that  you  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  first  send  off 
that  which  is  stored  in  town,  where  it  could  not  safely  be  burned. 
Colonel  Jackson  and  Mr.  Seixas  will  give  you  information  where  to 
find  it. 

Resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

xiRCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


AVilmington,  February  J,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke,  Sugar  Loaf: 

General  Bragg  desires  you  to  send  two  companies  of  cavalry  to  Gen- 
eral Hagood  without  delay. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 
The  cavalry  is  ordered. 


Sugar  Loaf,  February  3,  1865. 


R.  E.  HOKE, 
Major- General. 


Headquarters  Hoke’s  Division, 

February  J,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I have  been  disapproving  applications  made  by  officers 
for  furloughs  because  the  number  absent  now  is  far  greater  in  pro])or- 
tion  to  that  of  the  men.  The  state  of  feeling  of  our  troops  is  such  tliat 
we  should  guard  against  all  reasons  for  complaint.  The  effect  is  bad 
when  men  see  that  officers  are  allowed  to  go  home  indiscriminately.  I 
am  induced  to  change  my  opinion  about  the  division  infirmary,  and 
will  give  the  matter  a personal  inspection  if  you  can  postpone  action 
for  a day  or  so,  but  if  it  is  broken  up  the  most  stringent  orders  will 
have  to  be  given  relative  to  transfers.  Will  the  hospitals  of  the  city 
afford  accommodations  for  the  sick  and  convalescents'?  If  an  action 
should  take  i)lace  hospital  room  would  be  wanted,  and  all  occupants 
would  at  once  be  transferred,  but  this  we  can  discuss  unless  you  desire 
immediate  action. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 
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Kiohmond,  Va.,  February  4^  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Augusta^  Ga.: 

Your  three  dispatches  of  yesterday  received.  The  view  presented 
is  more  discouraging  than  I had  anticipated.  The  last  report  1 
received  from  General  Hardee  was  of  the  8th  ultimo.  His  force  seems, 
from  your  statement,  to  have  materially  diminished,  notwithstanding 
he  at  the  time  expected  re-enforcements  from  South  Carolina,  and  has 
received  a considerable  force  from  the  Army  of  Virginia.  The  numbers 
given  for  the  corps  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee  are  also  much  smaller 
than  I had  been  led  to  expect.  You  know  what  was  the  condition  of 
affairs  here  when  you  left  Virginia.  Since  then  the  enemy  has  received 
re-enforcements,  and  General  Lee  has  sent  detachments  to  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina.  Y on  can,  therefore,  j udge  of  his  power  to  aid  you  to  the 
extent  you  propose  without  abandoning  his  present  field  of  operations. 
I will,  however,  communicate  your  dispatches  to  him,  and  need  not 
assure  you  of  his  readiness  to  do  whatever  circumstances  will  permit 
to  attain  your  object — the  defeat  of  Sherman.  You  will  assume  com- 
mand of  all  the  forces  in  the  district  as  defined  before  your  departure 
to  the  West;  and,  should  you  deem  it  advisable,  will  direct  General 
Hardee  to  resume  command  of  his  old  corps  when  it  arrives,  and  add 
to  it  any  other  forces  which  may  be  advantageously  associated  with  it. 
You  will  endeavor  to  obtain  from  Governor  Magrath,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  whatever  auxiliary  force  they 
can  add,  and  use  all  available  means  to  restore  absentees  to  the  service. 
From  these  sources  you  should  be  able  to  obtain  a greater  number  of  men 
than  that  named  in  your  dispatch  as  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  defeat 
the  enemy.  You  will  realize  the  necessity  for  the  rapid  concentration 
of  your  forces,  and,  if  possible,  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  some  point 
south  and  east  of  Branchville  and  Augusta.  To  give  time  for  such 
concentration  and  for  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements,  every  available 
means  must  be  employed  to  delay  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and,  by 
operating  on  his  lines  of  communication,  to  interfere  with  his  supplies. 

JEFF’K  DAVIS. 


AVAR  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond^  Fn.,  February  4j  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Augusta,  Ga.: 

The  Commissary- General  wishes  to  know  if  he  shall  continue  to  retain 
thirty  days’  provisions  at  Charleston.  Yonr  judgment  is  desired. 

J.  A.  SEDDOY, 
Secretary  of  IFar, 


Augusta,  February  4,  1865. 

(Received  8.45  o’clock.) 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon  : 

Thirty  days’  provisions  are  no  longer  required  in  Cliarleston.  But 
provisions  now  there  v ill  be  required  for  troops  operating  in  South 
Carolina. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Augusta,  February  4,  1865, 

Generals.  Cooper: 

I have  ordered  a line  of  couriers  from  here  to  Columbia.  A telegraph 
line  should  be  established  forthwith  between,  same  points,  via  Georgia 
Kailroad,  Washington,  Abbeville,  and  Newberry.  I am  informed  John 
Fraser  & Co.  have  wire,  &c.,  at  Columbia.  Please  answer. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD,  ' 

General. 


Augusta,  February  J,  1865. 

(Received  1.10  o’clock.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Telegrams  from  Generals  Hardee  and  McLaws  report  enemy  crossed 
Broxton’s  and  Rivers’  Bridges  over  tbe  Salkehatchie,  forcing  General 
McLaws  back  toward  Branchville.  He  was  flanked  on  both  sides. 
Fighting  was  sharp  at  Rivers’  Bridge.  General  Hardee  has  made  dis- 
positions to  hold  railroad  as  long  as  possible,  but  says  will  not  be  able 
to  hold  it  much  longer. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Augusta,  February  4, 1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Reports  from  Generals  Wheeler  and  Iverson  of  yesterday  indicate 
that  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  have  passed  the  Savannah 
River  at  Sister’s  Ferry,  but  that  portions  of  them  are  still  this  side,  as 
Iverson,  in  a skirmish  on  the  2d  instant,  took  iwisoners  from  the  Sixth 
[Fourteenth  '?]  Corps.  Prisoners  were  taken  who  claim  to  belong  to 
the  Twenty-third  Cor^os  (Schofield).  They  report  one  division  of  that 
corps  present.  Sheridan,  with  the  Nineteenth,  reported  to  have  arrived 
at  Savannah,  and  General  Meagher  with  the  stragglers  of  Sherman’s 
army. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General.. 


Augusta,  February  J,  1865, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  Taylor  reports  Schofield  with  Twenty-third  Corps  and  rem- 
nants of  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps,  that  were  left  by  Sherman 
with  Tfiomas,  are  moving  east  over  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania Central  Radroads.  Large  force,  supposed  to  be  A,  J.  Smith’s 
command,  and  other  troops  gathered  from  Western  garrisons,  reported 
going  down  Mississippi  River.  Remainder  ot  Thomas’  army,  including 
Wood’s  (Fourth)  corps,  at  Eastport  in  bivouac. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGxVRD, 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  February  4j  1865. 

All  officers  and  agents  of  the  Confederate  States  will  furnish  forage 
and  subsistence  to  Capt.  W.  A.  Shaw,  commanding  courier-line  between 
this  place  and  Columbia,  S.  C.  Issues  will  be  made  on  the  requisition 
of  Captain  Shaw.  Any  other  assistance  necessary  to  perfect  his  courier 
arrangement  by  facilitating  the  carrying  of  dispatches  will  be  promptly 
given  him. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Norman  W.  Smith, 

Inspector  Field  Transportation: 

Major:  A military  necessity  having  arisen  for  the  impressment  of 
wagons  and  teams  to  run  between  Washington,  Ga.,  and  Abbeville,  S. 
C.,  General  Beauregard  authorizes  and  directs  you  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  impress  120  wagons  and  480  mules  in  the  following  counties  in 
the  State  of  Georgia':  Elbert  County,  20  wagons,  80  mules ; Oglethoiqie 
County,  20  wagons,  80  mules j Clarke  County,  20  wagons,  80  mules; 
Greene  County,  20  wagons,  80  mules;  Wilkes  County,  30  wagons,  120 
mules;  Taliaferro  County,  10  wagons,  40  mules.  As  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding is  at  all  times  harsh  and  calculated  to  irritate  and  annoy,  you 
will  select  for  this  duty  your  best  officers  and  instruct  them  to  jiroceed 
with  all  possible  delicacy  and  abstain  from  all  conduct  which  may 
needlessly  vex  and  alienate  the  affection  of  the  citizens.  As  soon  as 
the  exigency  shall  cease  for  the  use  of  the  wagons  and  teams,  you  will 
cause  them  to  be  promptly  returned  to  their  owners.  As  you  are  with- 
out funds  and  cannot  proceed  strictly  according  to  the  impressment 
law  and  the  orders  regulating  the  exercise  of  jiowers  under  it,  you  will 
proceed,  in  the  mode  indicated  by  the  law,  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
the  property  impressed,  and  will  then  give  a certificate  to  the  owner, 
setting  forth  the  time  and  place,  when  and  where  taken,  the  character 
and  description  of  the  property  and  the  amount  of  compensation  fixed. 
As  far  as  practicable  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  you  will  conform  to 
the  orders  regulating  impressments.  A report  of  your  action  under 
this  order  you  will  make  to  these  headquarters  Avhen  the  duty  shall 
have  been  performed.  Colonel  Anderson,  with  his  cavalry  command, 
will  be  ordered  to  you  to  act  under  your  instructions. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  4,  1865. 

Maj.  R.  J.  Moses, 

Chief  Commissary^  State  of  Georgia: 

Major;  General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  send  to  Washington, 
Ga.,  all  the  surplus  subsistence  stores  that  you  have  in  this  place 
instead  of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  as  heretofore  requested. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WiAf.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Augusta,  February  4, 1865, 

Officer  Commanding  Detachment  of  Stovall’s  Brigade: 

Sir  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  will  repair  at  once  with 
your  detachment  of  160  men  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill.  You  will  report 
in  person  to  General  Hill  for  orders. 

Kespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  February  4,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee  : 

Explain  the  causes  why  the  cotton  at  Savannah  was  not  destroyed 
before  its  evacuation. 

' S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


General  S.  Cooper: 


Branchville,  February  4,  1865. 

(Eeceived  12  o’clock.) 


Wheeler  reports  enemy  moving  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Salke- 
hatchie,  northwardly  toward  Fiddle  Pond. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  4,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith: 

General:  The  Yankees  forced  the  crossing  at  Eivers’  Bridge  yes- 
terday. McLaws  has  retired  to  Branchville.  General  Beauregard 
directs  that  you  hurry  up  to  Spirit  Creek.  A train  will  be  sent  down 
to-night  for  500  of  your  men  to  come  up  to  Augusta  to  aid  in  removing 
cotton.  Captain  Barnes  is  ordered  to  bring  up  the  four  Parrotts  on  a 
flat.  General  B.  wants  one  of  your  batteries  placed  on  a flat,  the 
horses  coming  by  dirt  road,  to  guard  Big  Horse  Creek.  Browne  is 
ordered  uj)  to  Allen’s  Station,  and  the  battery  with  him  must  come  up 
too.  Keep  cooked  rations  continually  on  hand. 

Eespectfully, 


D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
February  4,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  M.  Browne, 

Commanding  Local  Brigade: 

General:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  leave  fifty  men, 
under  a good  officer,  at  Eae’s  Bridge,  and  bring  the  rest  to  Spirit 
Creek,  reporting  to  General  Smith.  The  battery  must  accompany  you. 
Communicate  your  retirement  to  General  Iverson,  and  that  you  have 
directed  your  men  to  burn  the  bridge  as  soon  as  he  has  crossed  over. 
Let  them  have  combustible  material  on  the  bridge  and  everything 
ready  to  burn  it  as  soon  as  cavalry  has  retired. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


1094  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta^  February  4,  1865. 

Captain  Parker, 

Provost  Marshal : 


The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  see  that  cars  neces- 
sary for  the  removal  of  Government  stores  be  vacant  in  the  morning? 
even  shonld  it  be  necessary  to  tnrn  ont  private  freight. 

R.  W.  MEMMINGER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Carter’s  Ford,  February  4, 1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

The  enemy  crossed  the  Salkehatchie  between  Broxton’s  and  Rivers’ 
Bridges;  also  above  Rivers’  Bridge,  compelling  me  to  fall  back  upon 
Branchville.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  my  command  conld  be  with- 
drawn, as  I was  completely  Hanked  on  both  sides.  The  fighting  at 
Rivers’  Bridge  was  quite  sharp,  and  lasted  several  hours. 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major- General. 


Blackville,  February  4,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Send  a brigade  to  guard  the  crossing  over  the  Edisto,  on  the  road 
leading  from  Walterborough  to  George’s  Station  on  South  Carolina 
Railroad,  with  instructions  to  destroy  the  bridge  on  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  Cover  the  railroad  as  long  as  possible  without  endanger- 
ing your  command.  General  Wheeler  is  ordered  to  assist  you. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Branchville,  S.  C.,  February  4,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

General:  I.  am  about  starting  for  Charleston.  I have  sent  you 
instructions  respecting  the  dispositions  to  be  made  of  your  command. 
For  fear  you  may  not  have  received  them,  1 will  repeat  that  you  must 
occupy  all  the  bridges  and  crossings  from  railroad  bridge  to  Raysor’s 
Bridge,  inclusive.  If  forced  back  you  will  retire  behind  the  Four  Hole 
Swamp,  where  I have  ordered  intrenchments  to  be  thrown  up.  Ste- 
venson, with  his  command,  will  hold  Cannon’s  and  the  bridges  above. 
Stevenson  has  ])art  of  his  force  at  New  Bridge,  which  will  be  relieved 
by  your  command.  1 expect  to  return  here  to-morrow  evening.  Keep 
me  advised  as  usual. 

Very  resjiectfully, 

. W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Examine  roads  to  your  rear. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta.,  Ga.,  February  4,  1865 — 11-45  a.  m.  ■ 
Maj.  Gen.  Jos.  Wheeler, 

Gomdg.  Cavalry  at  Fiddle  Pond,  near  Barmcell  Court-House: 
General  : General  McLaws  reports  that  the  enemy  late  last  night 
had  forced  a passage  across  the  Salkehatchie  in  the  vicinity  of  Rivers’ 
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Bridge,  forcing  Rim  back  toward  Braucliville.  Should  you  have 
received  uo  definite  orders  from  General  Hardee  for  the  x>resent  con- 
tingency, you  will  cross  the  Salkehatchie  with  the  bulk  of  your  forces 
as  close  to  Elvers’  Bridge  as  safely  practicable,  and  re-establish  your 
communications  with  General  McLaws  (or  Stevenson)  at  or  about 
Branchville,  protecting  at  the  same  time  the  Charleston  railroad  from 
that  point  toward  Blackville,  and  beyond  if  possible.  When  compelled 
to  fall  back  from  the  railroad,  you  will  defend  the  crossings  of  the  Edisto 
above  Branchville,  operating  in  conjunction  with  General  Stevenson 
for  the  protection  of  Columbia  and  the  crossings  of  the  Congaree 
above  and  below  that  city.  The  remainder  of  your  force  (say  about 
one  brigade)  left  south  of  the  Salkehatchie,  will  retire,  fighting,  in  the 
direction  of  Augusta,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  wherever  practicable. 
It  will  be  sent  to  rejoin  you  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
Continue  to  keep  General  Hill  advised  of  your  movements  and  of  those 
of  the  enemy. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Near  Morris’  Ford, 

February  4,  1865. 

General  G.  T,  Beaureoard,  Augusta: 

Information  from  scouts  is  that  the  enemy  are  still  moving  toward 
Buford’s  Bridge.  I go  immediately  to  Buford’s  Bridge  aud  Midway 
road. 

J.  WHEELEE. 

Send  above  also  to  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee  at  Branchville. 

J.  WHEELEE. 

Major-General. 


Mid^vay,  February  4,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

I shall  not  destroy  Cannon’s  Bridge  or  any  of  the  bridges  above  it  on 
the  Edisto.  I leave  them  for  you  to  retreat  upon  and  destroy. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

(Operator  Blackville  will  forward  this  to  General  Wheeler.) 


Branchville,  February  4,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Binnaker’s  Bridge  has  probably  been  destroyed  by  Captain  Kanapaux. 
I now  will  ascertain  whether  this  is  so.  This  bridge  is  above  Cannon’s. 
If  it  has  not  been  destroyed  you  will  of  course  destroy  it  when  you 
retreat  across  it. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Branchville,  February  4, 1865 — 7 ]).  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler: 

I go  to  Charleston  to-night.  Keep  me  fully  advised  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy.  I have  said  the  railroad  could  be  kept  open  all 
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to  morrow.  If  movements  of  enemy  cause  you  to  think  otherwise, 
communicate  promptly  with  all  railroad  stations.  Drive  all  cattle 
before  you  that  is  possible.  Establish  a courier  line  to  Blackville. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Augusta,  February  1865 — 7.30  a.  ni. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commandimj  Cavalry : 

General:  I have  been  absent  three  days,  but  your  dispatches  have 
been  received  by  General  Bfeauregard].  I have  urged  your  re-enforce- 
ment. You  seem  to  have  done  all  that  you  could  to  check  the  scoundrels. 
God  bless  you  and  give  you  great  success.  Oh,  for  one  week^s  delay. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Allen^s  Oavalra^  Division, 

February  4,  1865 — 3.40  a.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  WlieeleCs  Corps: 
Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  state  that  one  of  Captain  Shannon’s 
scouts  has  just  reported  to  me  that  he  went  to-night  about  12  o’clock  a 
mile  beyond  Bostick’s  house  on  the  road  by  which  we  fell  back  to  day, 
and  that  he  saw  no  signs  of  any  enemy.  As  he  saw  no  camp-fires,  he 
is  confident  there  are  none  this  side  of  Duck  Creek.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Tenth  Confederate  Cavalry,  which  is  on  picket  two  miles 
this  side  of  the  cross-roads,  near  Bostick’s,  informed  this  scout  as  he . 
returned  that  he  heard  drums  very  distinctly  on  his  immediate  left. 
Scouts  have  gone  over  in  that  direction,  but  have  not  reported. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  4,  1865 — 8.40  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjuta7it- General , Wheeled s Corps: 

Lieutenant:  I have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  dispatch 
dated  11.30  p.  m.  February  3,  1805,  was  dropped  on  the  road  by  the 
courier  by  whom  it  was  sent,  and  was  picked  up  by  one  of  Colonel 
Dibrell’s  men,  and  was  sent  to  me  by  Colonel  Dibrell  this  morning.  It 
reached  me  at  8.15  a.  m.  I have  ordered  General  Anderson  to  move 
back  and  occupy  the  works  erected  by  Captain  Steele,  and  have  directed 
Colonel  Hagan  to  move  at  once  to  Morris’  Ford.  Colonel  Dibrell 
opened  the  dispatch  when  it  was  found,  and  learning  its  contents, 
moved  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Graham’s  House,  February  4,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  In  reply  to  your  note  dated  4.50  p.  m.  this  day  I 
have  the  honor  to  say  that  I have  already  sent  three  couriers  to  Col- 
onel Crews,  directing  him  to  take  position  as  designated  by  the  note 
alluded  to.  1 will,  however,  send  to  him  again  at  once,  conveying  your 
instructions  in  full.  There  is  a courier-line  established  from  Barnwell 
Court-House  to  Augusta,  via  Dunbar’s  Mills,  also  one  from  Morris’ 
Ford  to  Blackville. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Midway,  February  4,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Colonel  Ashby  has  arrived  with  his  brigade.  I will  cover  the  road 
from  Cowpen  Ford  with  Harrison’s  brigade  and  that  from  Odom’s 
Ford  with  Ashby’s  brigade,  blockading  the  swamps  and  destroying 
the  bridges  at  both  places.  All  information  I gain  regarding  the 
strength  and  movements  I will  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pickett. 

W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division  Cavalry, 

February  4,  1865. 


Major-General  McLaws, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

I have  burnt  and  completely  destroyed  the  bridges  over  Little  Salke- 
hatchie  at  Cowpen  or  Carpenter’s  Ford. 

Kespectfnlly,  &c.,  W.  Y.  C.  HUMES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Division  Cavalry, 

February  4,  1865 — 7.15  o’eloclc. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler’s  Corps: 
Lieutenant:  Your  note  of  11.30  of  last  night  is  just  received 
instructing  me  to  move  at  daylight  for  Morris’  Ford.  I will  move 
at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Division  Cavalry. 


Augusta,  February  4,  1865 — 2 j).  m. 

General  Iverson, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

The  Yankees  forced  McLaws  back  toward  Branch ville  yesterday. 
This  will  cause  a move  on  our  part.  I will  apprise  you  of  it.  In  the 
meanwhile  delay  the  Yankees  as  much  as  possible.  Smith  and  Browne 
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have  both  been  ordered  back  to  Spirit  Creek.  Browne  will  leave  fifty 
men  at  Bae’s  Bridge  to  hold  it  until  you  can  cross  it.  Your  line  of 
retreat  may  be  turned  toward  Milledgeville  and  not  toward  Augusta.  If 
you  do  not  intend  to  use  Brannon’s  Bridge  have  it  effectually  destroyed. 
Avoid  the  pocket,  or  peninsula,  between  Brier  Creek  and  Savannah. 
You  may  be  caught  in  there.  Wheeler,  when  last  heard  from,  was  at 
Fiddle  Pond,  but  he  will  leave  there  to-day.  I congratulate  you  on  the 
gallantry  of  Hannon  and  his  men. 

Bespectfully, 

I).  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  Iverson’s  Division, 

February  4,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 


Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Corps: 

Copy  of  dispatch  from  Captain  Mastin,  commanding  picket-line: 


I have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant  Ward,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama 
Battalion,  has  just  brought  in  two  prisoners,  whom  he  captured  in  front  of  Lieuten- 
ant Ingram’s  post.  It  was  he  who  the  ambuscade  was  tired  at  which  I spoke  of  in 
the  other  dispatch.  He  has  two  men  in  charge  of  another  prisoner,  who  have  not 
made  their  appearance  since  he  ran  into  the  ambuscade.  The  result  of  the  trip  was 
3 prisoners  and  2 killed,  arms,  &c.,  without  the  loss  of  a man  of  his.  Lieutenant 
Ward  was  at  Springtield  yesterday  morning  and  reports  no  Yankees  at  that  place.  He 
reports  the  Nineteenth  Corps  below  No.  2,  on  the  railroad.  He  reports  Kilpatrick’s 
rear  to  have  passed  through  Springtield  night  before  last,  he  following  it.  Reports 
their  main  force  camped  between  our  old  camp,  three  miles  above  Springtield,  and 
the  river,  Sister’s  Ferry. 

ALFEED  IVERSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Indorsements.! 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Twentieth  Army  Corps, 

February  5,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  corps  commander. 

W.  T.  WARD, 

Brigadier-  Genera  Z,  Comm anding. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Corps, 

February  5,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  commanding 
general. 


A.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
Brevet  Major-General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  4,  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

General  Beauregard  is  concentrating  at  Columbia  all  his  force  to 
oppose  Sherman,  whom  it  is  necessary  to  defeat.  Can  you  send  ta him 
any  troops  from  North  Carolina? 


R.  E.  LEE. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  4^  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutayit  and  Inspector  General.^  Richmond: 

General  : At  the  request  of  Mrs.  S.  0.  Lamb,  wife  of  Colonel  Lamb, 
wlio  was  captured  at  Fort  Fisher,  I have  the  honor  to  ask  that  permis- 
sion be'  granted  her  to  visit  the  North  with  her  children  and  nurse. 
She  is  of  Northern  birth  and  would,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  mitigate  the 
rigor  of  her  husband’s  confinement,  and  greatly  relieve  his  sufferings 
incident  to  the  severe  wound  he  received. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  4,  1865. 

Colonel  Childs, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Arsenal,  Fayetteville : 

Have  in  readiness  two  10- inch  gun  carriages,  chassis,  circles,  plat- 
forms, with  implements  complete,  and  200  rounds  of  ammunition.  I 
shall  want  them  in  a few  days.  Please  answer  what  I can  expect. 

H.  OLADOWSKI, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  5,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster  : 

Ma.ior  : General  Beauregard  desires  that  private  freight  be  excluded 
from  the  railroad  cars  until  Government  stores  shall  be  transported. 
The  road  has  no  right  to  reject  Government  freight  and  assume  the 
position  that  they  will  not  receipt  for  it. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  5,  1865. 

Commodore  W.  W.  Hunter, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces: 

Commodore  : General  Beauregard  instructs  me  to  request  that  you 
will  order  the  100  men  which  you  advised  him  you  could  spare  to  report 
to  Colonel  Nesbitt  at  Warren  Block,  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  cotton. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  5,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  I have  just  received  a telegram  from  Colonel  Carswell 
asking  if  transportation  would  be  sent  to  Green’s  Cut.  I have  told 
him  to  march  to  Spirit  Creek.  I wrote  to  you  that  trains  for  500  men 
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would  be  at  Allen’s  Station  at  daylight  this  morning.  Subsequently 
General  Beauregard  ordered  300  negroes  to  be  brought  up.  Unfortu- 
nately the  superintendent  did  not  get  this  order  till  9 o’clock  this  morn- 
ing. The  trains  went  down  for  your  men,  but  returned,  reporting  that 
they  were  not  there.  We  want  to  get  500  of  your  men  and  300  negroes 
here  to-day.  You  must  use  your  judgment  about  the  best  mode.  If 
no  trains  for  one  party,  it  had  better  march.  Please  let  me  know  if 
you  could  send  fifty  men  to  relieve  Captain  Allen  at  Shell  Bluff.  His 
mounted  men  are  much  needed. 

Kespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Branchville,  8.  (7.,  February  5,  1865. 

General  Beauregard, 

Augusta,  Ga.  : 

My  forces  are,  by  order  of  General  Hardee,  holding  the  South  Edisto 
to  Binnaker’s  Bridge.  McLaws  is  here.  The  enemy  are  moving  slowly 
and  cautiously,  and  apparently  upon  this  place.  Are  there  any  troops 
at  Columbia  bridge*?  If  not,  can  I send  a suitable  force  there? 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Brancliville,  8.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Can  I send  a brigade  and  Wheaton’s  battery  to  take  position  at 
Columbia?  I can  hear  of  no  troops  there.  Will  the  operator  and 
instruments  come  to-day? 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Branchville,  S.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C. : 

The  movement  of  the  infantry  from  Binnaker’s  Bridge  direct  to 
Columbia,  exposing  its  flank  for  sixty  miles,  would  be  certainly  hazard- 
ous, if  not  impracticable.  In  the  event  I should  be  obliged  to  cross  the 
Congaree  I request  that  you  will  order  at  least  two  trains  to  be  on  the 
Columbia  road  to  my  orders.  I cannot  cross  without.  Please  answer 
at  once. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Branchville,  8.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

General  McLaws, 

Commanding : 

General:  Please  give  Colonel  Henderson,  whose  troops  I left  at 
New  Bridge  subject  to  your  command,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Gen- 
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eral  Hardee,  definite  instructions  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  retiring 
from  Ills  position  to  Orangeburg.  I leave  for  that  place  in  the  morning. 
I have  instructed  General  Palmer,  commanding  at  Cannon’s  Bridge,  to 
inform  you,  should  it  be  necessary  to  retire  from  it.  Please  give  him 
timely  notice  of  your  withdrawal  from  New  Bridge.  One  of  my  men 
told  me  to-night  that  he  saw  no  guard  at  the  railroad  bridge  as  he 
passed,  a short  time  before. 

0.  L.  STEVENSON, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Corps, 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps,  ’ 

No.  9.  1 Branchville,  S.  6\,  February  .5,  1865. 

Upon  being  relieved  by  Cumming’s  brigade,  now  in  motion  therefor, 
Palmer’s  brigade  will  be  dispatched,  via  New  Bridge  and  Midway,  to 
Cannon’s  Bridge,  on  the  Edisto.  General  Palmer,  after  giving  the  nec- 
essary order  for  the  move,  will  repair  to  Cannon’s  Bridge  and  assume 
command  of  the  troops  there.  He  will  place  himself  in  communication 
with  General  Deas,  at  Binnaker’s  Bridge,  and  with  General  McLaws 
at  Branchville,  with  a view  to  the  defense  of  the  Edisto  line.  Should 
the  troops  retire  from  either  of  these  places,  or  he  be  compelled  to 
march  from  Cannon’s,  General  Palmer  will  retire  toward  Orangeburg. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Stevenson: 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Postscript  to  Special  Orders,  No.  9,  and  to  a letter  to  General  Deas, 
February  5,  1865. — It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  bridges  on 
the  Edisto  shall  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  commanders 
will  give  their  personal  attention  to  their  destruction  at  the  proper 
time,  should  it  become  necessary  to  do  so. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Stevenson: 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Braneliville,  8.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

[General  Deas  :] 

General:  You  will  disembark  your  division  at  Midway,  march  it 
across  the  Edisto  at  Cannon’s  Bridge,  and  there  bivouac  for  the  night. 
At  early  dawn  you  will  move  to  Binnaker’s  Bridge,  and  take  command 
of  the  troops  at  that  point.  You  will  place  yourself  in  communication 
with  the  cavalry  in  your  front,  with  a view  to  the  defense  of  that  cross- 
ing. Should  your  fiank  be  uncovered  by  the  cavalry  or  the  troops  at 
Cannon’s  Bridge  withdrawn,  you  will  retire  toward  Orangeburg. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Stevenson: 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

- P.  S. — It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  bridges  on  the  Edisto 
shall  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  commanders  will  give 
their  personal  attention  to  their  destruction  at  the  proper  time,  should 
it  become  necessary  to  do  so. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Springtoiv^i,  8.  C.,  February  5,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  C.  8.  Ar^ny^  Richmond^  Va. : 

General  : I liad  the  honor  some  time  since  to  recommend  for  pro- 
motion Brig.  Gen.  W.  Y.  C.  Humes  and  Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Allen 
to  command  the  divisions  which  are  now  under  their  command,  and 
which  they  have  commanded  almost  continuously  for  nearly  a year.  1 
have  another  division  in  my  command  which  requires,  for  proper- 
organization,  a major-general.  I would  respectfully  recommend  that 
one  of  the  following  officers  be  appointed  for  that  position,  viz.  Brig. 
Gen.  Felix  H.  Kobertson,  of  Texas  j Brig.  Gen.  G.  G.  Dibrell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, or  Brig.  Gen.  K.  H.  Anderson,  of  Georgia.  I certify  on  honor 
that  I think  the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  best  subserved  by  the 
appointment  ofone  ofthe  above-named  officers  to  command  that  division,’ 
than  by  selecting  an  officer  from  another  command.  All  of  these  five 
officers  have  been  wounded  one  or  more  times  while  gallantly  fighting 
under  my  command,  and,  with  one  exception,  under  my  immediate 
observation.  These  officers  always  manage  their  commands  well  in 
action,  obey  my  orders  explicitly,  and  I have  always  met  with  fine  suc- 
cess while  these  officers  have  been  serving  iindei-  me.  The  soldiers  as 
well  as  officers  of  my  command  know  these  officers  well,  and  have  every 
confidence  in  their  discretion  and  courage.  More  than  half  of  the  general 
officers  of  my  command  have  been  assigned,  instead  of  promoting 
colonels,  which  has  discouraged  my  officers,  which  was  noticed  and 
remarked  upon  by  General  Beauregard’s  inspector-general  (Major 
Bryan).  1 feel  it  due  to  my  command,  as  well  as  to  my  superior  offi- 
cers, that  I should  make  such  recommendations  as  will  result  to  the 
best  advantage  of  the  service.  In  closing  1 would  state  that  most  of 
the  assignments  which  have  been  made  to  my  command  have  proved 
disadvantageous  to  it  and  the  cause.  Brigadier-General  Allen  is  a 
native  and  resident  of  Alabama;  Brigadier-General  Humes  is  a native 
and  resident  of  Tennessee ; Brigadier-General  Robertson  is  a native  and 
resident  of  Texas;  Brigadier- General  Dibrell  is  a native  and  resident 
of  Tennessee,  and  Brigadier-General  Anderson  is  a native  and  resident 
of  Georgia.  If  the  Department  has  heard  that  my  command  is  lacking- 
in  discipline,  or  has  not  been  as  successful  as  other  cavalry  in  its  oper- 
ations, I beg  they  will  have  the  matter  investigated  before  declining  to 
promote  the  officers  now  in  my  command  to  fill  the  vacancies  which 
now  exist,  or  which  may  occur.  Brave  and  temperate  officers,  who  are 
entirely  devoted  to  their  duties,  will  do  most  to  bring  this  struggle  to 
a successful  termination,  and  such  is  the  character  of  each  one  of  the 
officers  recommended  above.  While  the  country  generallj^  and  some 
other  commands  are  somewhat  dispirited,  my  command,  on  the  con- 
trary, maintains  the  highest  spirits,  harmony  of  feeling,  and  the  utmost 
confidence.  I trust  that  nothing  will  be  done  to  mar  in  the  slightest 
degree  this  state  of  things,  which  is  so  essential  to  success.  Besides 
this,  my  command  is  as  strong  in  numbers  as  it  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign  in  May,  1864,  notwithstanding  it  has  lost  since  that 
time  about  3,000  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 

NT.  B. — If  deemed  best,  I recommend  that  the  promotions  be  made  to 
temporary  rank;  then  the  Department  can  at  any  time  put  them  back 
to  the  positions  these  officers  now  hold,  should  it  become  the  interests 
to  do  so. 
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Augusta,  February  5,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Obey  General  Hardee’s  instructions,  but  should  you  find  that  the 
enemy  intends  moving  in  force  on  Columbia  instead  of  Augusta,  join 
your  command  to  Hampton’s  to  oppose  his  progress. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Branchville,  S.  C.,  February  ,5,  1865. 

General  Wheeler: 

Please  communicate  with  General  Deas  at  Binnaker’s  Bridge,  and 
keep  him  advised,  that  he  may  move  in  time,  should  it  be  necessary. 
Please  send  six  couriers  to  the  command  at  Binnaker’s  Bridge,  and 
twenty  to  me  at  Orangeburg.  Otherwise  we  cannot  keep  up  communi- 
cation ; we  have  none. 

0.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Sumter,  February  5,  1865 — 5.45  a.  m. 

Captain  P.  N.  Page  : 

Blockaders  firing  at  a vessel  which  has  just  come  in. 

T.  A.  HUGUENIN, 
Captain.;  Commanding. 


Wilmington,  February  5,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Feternburg : 

The  enemy’s  forces  in  this  department  largely  exceed  my  command, 
any  diminution  of  which  would  seriously  endanger  the  whole.  Should 
you  think  otherwise  I will  detach  any  portion  you  think  may  be  spared 
and  do  all  in  my  power  to  hold  him  in  check. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


February  5,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson: 

The  enemy  crossed  the  Rowanty  four  miles  above  Stony  Creek  this 
morning  and  cut  telegraph  line,  moving  toward  Petersburg  and  tearing 
down  line  as  they  advanced.  Confederate  line  via  Greensborough  has 
been  down  two  days.  We  expect  it  to  be  O.  K.  to-morrow  morning. 
At  present  we  are  using  the  railroad  line  to  Richmond.  General 
Bragg’s  message  was  sent  by  that  line.  The  enemy  were  reported 
within  four  miles  of  Midway,  S.  C.,  to-day  about  2 o’clock.  At  4 
o’clock  we  lost  current  from  Augusta,  and  supposed  they  reached  the 
road,  as  we  have  not  had  Augusta  up  to  this  hour. 

Respectfully, 

OPERATOR. 


Fort  Anderson,  February  5,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson: 

A party  of  the  enemy  landed  at  Battery  Lamb  to-day,  and  were 
still  there  at  last  abcouiits.  They  threw  out  piekots  and  appeared  to 
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be  at  work  getting  timber.  W e picked  up  four  of  them,  sailors  who 
straggled.  They  say  (I  give  it  for  what  it  is  worth)  that  Grant  and 
Hancock  were  here  a week  ago;  they  are  expecting  re-enforcements; 
that  a transport  loaded  with  negro  troops  arrived  last  night;  landed 
at  Fisher.  They  knew,  when  asked,  the  number  of  guns  in  Fort  Ander- 
son. They  say  they  are  getting  timber  at  Lamb  to  be  used  at  Fisher. 
The  party  which  landed  the  other  day  told  the  inhabitants  the  same 
thing. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Augusta,  February  5,  1865. 

Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

Macon,  Ga.: 

The  crisis  is  again  upon  your  State.  I earnestly  call  on  Your  Excel- 
lency to  send  at  once  to  General  Smith,  for  the  defense  of  Augusta,  all 
the  forces  you  can  possibly  put  in  the  field.  Any  man  who  returns  to 
the  army  an  absentee  should  be  exempted. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGARD. 


Augusta,  February  5,  1865. 

Governor  A.  G.  Magrath, 

Columbia,  S.  C.: 

The  crisis  is  again  upon  your  State.  I earnestly  call  on  Your  Excel- 
lency to  assemble  at  Columbia  all  the  available  forces  of  the  State, 
exempting,  however,  any  one  who  will  return  an  absentee  to  the  army. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


[February  6,  1805. — For  General  Orders,  No.  3,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General’s  Office,  announcing  appointment  of  General  R.  E. 
Lee  as  General-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  see 
Yol.  XLYI,  Part  II,  p.  1205.] 


Augusta,  February  6,  1865. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.  7th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Sherman  is  reported  to  nave  now  six  corps — Fourteenth,  Fifteenth, 
Seventeenth,  Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  and  Twenty-third — amounting 
probably  to  about  54,000  infantry  and  artillery,  with  about  4,000  cav- 
alry. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


[February  6,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Davis,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1070.] 


[February  6,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1070.] 
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General  S.  Cooper: 


(Charleston,  February  6,  1865. 

(lieeeived  9 o’clock  7 tin) 


Your  dispatcli  of  5tli  inquiring  why  the  cotton  in  Savannah  was  not 
destroyed  before  evacuation  of  the  city  is  received.  The  cotton  was 
distributed  throughout  the  city  in  cellars,  garrets,  and  warehouses, 
where  it  could  not  have  been  burnt  without  destroying  the  city.  It 
had  not  been  sent  off  by  railroad  previous  to  the  cutting  of  the  road,  and 
because  railroad  transi)ortation  was  monopolized  for  removal  of  ord- 
nance, commissary,  and  other  important  Government  stores.  From 
the  cutting  of  the  road  to  the  evacuation  of  the  city — twelve  days — 
every  man  was  required  to  work  on  the  lines,  and  every  wagon,  dray, 
and  cart  that  could  be  impressed  was  needed  to  keep  the  troops  in  a 
line  twelve  miles  long  sup])lied  with  ordnance  and  commissary  stores. 
Kot  a man  nor  a woman  could  have  been  spared  to  collect  the  cotton 
in  a place  where  it  could  have  been  burnt. 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  d,  1865 — 6'  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 

Alleii^s  Station: 

Browne’s  men  will  not  answer  for  the  work  contemx)lated,  for  reasons 
which  I will  give  you  jirivatelj^  If  you  are  willing  to  relieve  Hazzard’s 
men  at  Shell  Bluff*  you  will  find  the  order  inclosed  authorizing  the 
company  there  (Captain  Allen’s,  I think)  to  return  here.  The  courier 
lost  a dispatch  last  night  from  Iverson  between  Allen’s  Station  and 
this  i)oint.  It  may  have  been  an  imiiortant  one.  I wish  you  to  ojien 
all  disjiatches  coming  to  me  at  Allen’s  Station.  Inclosed  is  the  author- 
ity for  the  same.  If  Captain  Cooper  is  with  you  I think  you  had  bet- 
ter have  works  thrown  up  on  the  two  crossings  from  Green’s  Cut  and 
on  the  railroad.  The  lost  dispatch  has  just  been  found.  Iverson 
reports  Nineteenth  Coiqis,  Sheridan’s,  at  No.  2,  and  Kiliiatrick  near 
Springfield. 

D.  n.  HILL, 

Major- Geyieral. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  6,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Col.  C.  C.  Crews, 

Comm  a n (liny  Brigade  : 

Colonel  : Do  you  watch  the  approaches  to  Augusta  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Braiichville?  The  Yankees  last  night  were  moving  foulard 
Blackville.  It  is  imi)ortant  that  you  cover  the  approaches  in  that 
direction  and  notify  us.  I am  i)lacing  troo])S  on  Big  Horse  Creek.  At 
])revsent  Colonel  Cumining  is  there  in  command  near  the  bridge.  You 
should  send  a note  to  him  as  well  as  to  me  in  case  of  an  advance  this 
way.  As  I understand  it,  you  are  to  guard  all  the  ap])roaches  to  the 
city,  so  that  we  may  not  be  surprised,  and  that  you  will  delay  with  all 
your  power  an  advance  of  the  Yankees.  Put  a ])ass  on  the  back  of 
your  letter  for  the  courier. 

Resi)ectfully, 

I).  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  February  1865 — 9.15  p.  m. 

Colonel  Crews: 

Wheeler  is  to-niglit  between  Graham’s  and  Blackville.  He  will 
probably  retire  upon  Augusta.  Keep  me  constantly  appraised  of  what 
is  going  on  in  your  front.  I hope  that  you  have  active  and  vigilant 
scouts  If  not  in  communication  with  Wheeler  you  must  judge  for 
yourself  the  ])roper  time  for  retiring,  recollecting,  however,  the  impor- 
tance of  preventing  an  advance  in  your  direction. 

I).  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Branchville,  S.  (7.,  February  6,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston^  S.  C.: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  to-day,  declining  to  place  the  trans- 
portation to  secure  the  crossing  of  the  Congaree  at  my  command,  is 
received.  The  river  below  Columbia  cannot  be  crossed  except  at  the 
railroad  bridge,  and  it  is  not  and  cannot  now  be  made  practicable, 
even  for  infantry.  In  my  opinion,  the  safety  of  the  command  may 
de]iend  upon  that  crossing,  the  enemy  having  a shorter  line,  by  twenty 
miles,  to  Columbia  by  other  routes;  and  I respectfully  ask  again  that 
you  place  the  proper  means  therefor  at  my  disposal. 

C._L.  STEVENSOK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Branchville^  8.  (7.,  February  6^  1865. 

General  Heas,  or 

Commanding  Officer  at  Binnaker’s  Bridge  : 

General:  It  is  probable  that  the  enemy  will  strike  the  railroad 
to-day,  and  you  must  have  your  scouts  well  out  in  front,  so  as  to  give 
yourself  ample  time  to  destroy  the  bridge  before  they  reach  the  river. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

BranehviUej  8.  C.,  February  d,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Heas, 

Commanding  Division: 

General:  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  informing  the  major-general 
commanding  of  your  ability  to  subsist  your  command  on  the  country, 
has  been  received.  He  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Johnson, 
commanding  Stovall’s  brigade,  has  been  ordered  to  Binnaker’s  Bridge, 
and  Colonel  Carter  is  on  the  road  to  join  you.  As  soon  as  either  of 
these  brigades  reach  you  you  will  commence  moving  up  the  river  to 
Holman’s  Bridge,  and  when  Colonel  Johnson  arrives  you  will  move  your 
whole  division  to  Holman’s  Bridge  and  the  bridge  above,  leaving  Colonel 
Johnson  where  you  now  are,  with  all  the  instructions  you  may  think 
proper  to  give  him.  You  must  keep  scouts  out  and  communicate  with 
the  cavalry.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  cross  at  these  points.  He 
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wishes  every  preparation  made  to  burn  these  bridges,  but  not  to  be  set 
on  fire  until  you  are  satisfied  that  they  have  crossed  or  not  going 
to  cross.  You  are  aware  that  the  destruction  of  these  bridges  is  of  vital 
importance.  Should  you  have  to  retire,  you  will  send  all  the  wagons 
but  two  that  were  sent  you  from  here  back  to  Orangeburg.  Should  it 
become  necessary  for  you  to  fall  back,  you  will  march  to  Columbia. 
You  can  take  one  section  of  Kanapaux’s  battery  with  you. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  RATCHFOED,  . 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Branchvillej  S.  C.,  February  6’,  1865, 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  Division : 

General:  I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Johnson,  com- 
manding brigade,  has  relieved  General  Deas  at  Binnaker’s  Bridge. 
Yon  will  therefore  communicate  with  Colonel  Johnson,  and  be  respon- 
sible for  any  fords  between  you  and  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Branchville,  8.  C.,  February  6,  1865, 


Colonel  Johnson, 

Commanding : 

Colonel:  General  Stevenson  directs  that  you  move  at  once  to 
Binnaker’s  Bridge,  taking  the  same  road  that  Colonel  Carter  marched 
on,  and  relieve  General  Heas.  You  will  keep  in  communication  with 
commanders  on  your  right  and  left.  Special  instructions  will  be  given 
by  General  Deas  as  to  the  defense  of  the  position. 

Eespectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistaiit  Adjutant- General, 


Augusta,  February  6,  1865, 
Commanding  Officer,  Columbia,  S.  C.  : 

It  is  still  uncertain  whether  enemy,  after  reaching  Branchville,  will 
move  on  Augusta,  Columbia,  or  Charleston.  He  may  move  on  two  last 
at  once,  without  our  being  able  to  check  him  long.  Make,  accordingly, 
all  necessary  ])reparations.  Communicate  this  to  Governor  Magrath 
and  General  Winder. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  6’,  1865, 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

I informed  you  last  night  to  follow  instructions  of  General  Hardee, 
looking,  however,  to  support  of  Generals  Hampton  and  Stevenson  for 
defense  of  Columbia  and  crossings  of  Congaree.  Columbia  is  more 
important  than  Augusta. 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.,  February  6^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer^  Richmond^  Ya. : 

General  : In  rei)]y  to  your  communication  of  the  26th  ultimo,  in 
relation  to  the  repairs  to  the  Georgia  railroads.  General  Beauregard 
instructs  me  to  say: 

First.  That  he  has  been  at  all  times  ready  to  co-operate  with  Captain 
Grant  and  render  him  every  aid  and  facility  in  his  power.  This  will- 
ingness has  been  communicated  to  Captain  Grant  on  several  occa- 
sions. 

Second.  Delays  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  are  sometimes  una- 
voidable, and  wherever  any  act  of  ‘impressment”  on  the  ground  of 
“military  necessity”  has  arisen,  the  authority  for  the  exercise  of  such  a 
power  has,  in  order  to  avoid  delay,  been  given. 

The  engineers  have  only  asked  for  such  authority  in  two  instances — 
the  impressment  of  iron  from  the  Augusta  and  Savannah  and  the 
Macon  and  Brunswick  Eailroads.  The  authority  was  granted  in  both 
cases.  To-day  an  application  was  made  for  transportation  of  the  iron, 
but  military  pressure  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies  is  so 
great  and  means  so  limited  that  a delay  for  several  days  in  answering 
this  call  will  ensue.  But  as  soon  as  the  necessity  shall  cease  the  means 
of  transportation  will  be  ordered. 

Third.  It  is  impracticable  at  present  to  order  the  removal  of  the  iron 
from  the  Mayfield  and  Washington  Branch  Eoads.  They  have  now 
become  lines  of  communication  of  the  first  importance.  Washington 
and  Abbeville  may  become  our  future  base  of  supplies  for  the  army  in 
Virginia. 

The  Athens  Brandi  is  important  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  other  roads. 
The  order  for  the  removal  of  the  iron  from  the  Mobile  and  Girard  Eail- 
road  was  recalled,  because  it  was  ascertained  that  only  a few  miles  of 
"J"  rail  could  be  obtained  from  that  road  on  the  end  near  Columbus,  the 
other  portion  of  the  road  being  laid  with  flat  rail.  It  was  deemed 
unnecessary  to  destroy  the  usefulness  of  the  entire  road  for  the  few 
miles  of  iron  which  could  be  made  available  where  no  equipment  could 
be  obtained.  In  lieu  of  iron  from  this  source,  the  Fort  Gaines  road  was 
resorted  to. 

Fourth.  General  Beauregard  directs  me  also  to  say  that  he  is  person- 
ally unacquainted  with  Captain  Grant,  who  may  be  fully  possessed  of 
all  the  professional  skill  and  intelligence  accredited  to  him,  but  that, 
judging  of  his  energy  by  his  results,  the  general  feels  bound  to  give 
credit  to  the  general  reputation  of  Captain  Grant’s  “slowness,”  which 
reputation  extends  from  this  place  to  Montgomer3^  In  the  same  length 
of  time  Major  Hottle  has  nearly  repaired  a length  of  road  equal  to  that 
under  charge  of  Captain  Grant,  which  the  latter  will  not  complete  until 
the  first  or  middle  of  April. 

In  conclusion,  general,  you  may  rest  assured  that  every  aid  and  facil- 
ity in  the  power  of  General  Beauregard  will  be  given  to  Major  Myers 
and  Captain  Grant  to  push  forward  their  labors  to  rapid  completion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Augusta,  February  6, 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding^  d&c.,  Augusta^  Ga. : 

General  : General  Beauregard  desires  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  represented  to  him  there  is  more  tobacco  than 
cotton  accumulated  in  Augusta.  He  desires  that  as  soon  as  you  shall 
have  made  the  necjessary  arrangements  for  ])reventing  the  cotton  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  you  will  take  tbe  proper  steps  to 
prevent  the  tobacco  stored  in  this  city  from  being  also  seized  by  the 
enemy.  If  necessary,  it  would  be  effectually  destroyed  by  being  thrown 
into  the  river. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West^ 

Augusta^  Fehruai^y  6,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Co^mnandmg,  chc.,  Augusta^  Ga. : 

General  : General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  direct  General 
Ferguson,  with  his  command,  to  move  here,  and  that  General  Iverson 
be  instructed,  in  addition  to  watching  closely  in  his  front,  to  send  out 
scouting  parties  toward  the  Ogeechee,  to  observe  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  that  direction.  Instruct  General  Ferguson  to  report  promptly 
his  arrival  on  Brier  Creek. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  d,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Fry, 

Co7nmanding  at  Augusta : 

General  : General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  halt  the  Federal 
prisoners  reported  to  be  at  Mayfield  at  once,  and  in  liis  name  order 
tliem  back  to  Andersonville,  or  such  other  place  in  Georgia  where  the 
Federal  prisoners  may  be  confined. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  a7id  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Graham’s,  February  d,  1865 — 11.50  p.  w. 

General  Beauregard  : 

Enemy  will  certainly  take  possession  of  railroad  to-morrow,  and  I 
shall  get  between  him  and  Augusta.  I have  sent  one  brigade  to  re-en- 
force Colonel  Crews,  who  is  now  between  enemy  and  Augusta.  Should 
he  move  toward  Columbia,  I will  cross  bridge  above  and  get  in  his 
front.  I have  ordered  all  bridges  below  Holman’s  Bridge  destroyed. 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 
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GeDeral  Iverson: 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Fehriiary  6,  1865. 


General:  I send  you  an  order  of  General  Beauregard  with  indorse- 
ment so  full  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  details  in  a letter.  1 leave 
it  to  your  judgment  whether  to  withdraw  Colonel  Hawkins  or  not. 
You  ought  to  concentrate  everything  for  a fight.  Wheeler  had  held 
the  railroad  up  to  5 o’clock  this  morning,  but  thought  that  he  would 
lose  it  to-day.  We  are  concerned  to  know  whether  the  Twenty-third 
Corps  is  at  or  near  Savannah,  and  whether  Kilpatrick  has  crossed. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Richmond,  February  6, 1865. 

(Received  7th.) 

General  Bragg, 

Wilmington  : 

Constructor  Porter  can  complete  the  new  vessel  in  ninety  days. 
Machinery  is  ready  at  Columbus  to  suit.  I do  not  wish  to  move  it 
without  reliable  assurance  that  Wilmington  will  be  held  long  enough 
[to  complete]  the  work.  Before  ordering  it  on,  therefore,  please  advise 
me  the  chances  of  our  holding  Wilmington. 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington.;  February  d,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Colonel:  I inclose  a copy  of  a communication*  from  General  Baker 
relative  to  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Morehead  City  and  New  Berne. 
From  other  reports  I am  satisfied  some  important  operation  is  on  foot 
in  that  quarter. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  d,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Chief  Fngineer,  Bichmond  : 

General:  I have  your  confidential  letter  in  regard  to  the  Wilming- 
ton and  Rutherford  Railroad.  Immediately  on  its  receipt  I took 
measures  to  inform  myself  in  regard  to  its  importance,  public  and  pri- 
vate, as  well  as  its  availability.  I find  a large  proportion  of  the  sup- 
plies, probably  one-half,  used  by  the  troops  in  this  region,  is  drawn 
from  the  country  bordering  this  road,  and  a still  larger  proportion  of 
the  subsistence  for  the  citizens  reaches  them  by  this  route.  But  this  is 
not  the  main  consideration  inducing  me  to  defer  action  on  your  sugges- 
tions. The  road,  though  not  absolutely  owned  by,  is  mortgaged  to,  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  any  attempt  to  seize  it  under  the  impress- 
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ment  law  will  be  resisted.  Indeed,  this  was  once  done,  and  the  State 
defeated  the  attempt  and  held  the  road.  You  can  find  the  proceedings 
on  file  in  the  War  Department,  dated  about  one  year  ago.  The  only 
hope,  then,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  appeal  to  Governor  Vance  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  endeavor  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  State.  With  this  view 
I shall  defer  action  for  further  advice. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTOII  BRAGG. 


White viLLE,  February  6,  1895. 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Wilmington : 

Reports  confirm  landing  of  enemy  in  considerable  force  at  Little 
River.  Supposed  purpose,  raid  on  this  place. 

P.  F.  CAMPBELL, 

Operator. 


General  Orders,  \ Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  11.  \ Wilmington^  February  6j  1865. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  chief  surgeon  of  the  Third  Military  Dis- 
trict, Surgeon  Logan  will  discharge  those  of  medical  director  of  the 
department  until  an  assignment  is  made. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sugar  Loaf,  February  6,  1865 — 6.20  p.  m. 
Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Mrs.  Lamb  will  be  received  on  the  enemy’s  lines  to-morrow  morning 
at  11  o’clock. 

R.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 


Mrs.  Lamb  ought  to  leave  Wilmington  by  7 o’clock  to-morrow 
morning. 

Respectfully, 


ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Telegraph  General  Hoke  Mrs.  Lamb  will  be  sent  down  as  soon  as  she 
arrives,  but  may  not  be  here  by  that  hour.  Have  everything  ready  to 
send  her — ambulance,  wagon,  &c. 

B.  B[RAGG]. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  6,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster : 

Major:  General  Beauregard  desires  that  a pontoon  train,  composed 
of  sixty  boats,  fully  equipped,  be  ordered  here  at  once  by  rail.  Let 
them  follow  the  wagon  train  as  early  as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  6,  1865. 

Maj.  W.  F.  Ayer, 

Chief  Quarterinaster^  Army  of  Tennessee: 

(C^are  of  post  quartermaster,  Columbus,  Ga.) 

General  Beauregard  directs  me  by  telegraph  to  instruct  you  to  send 
the  wagons  by  rail  and  the  horses  by  land  to  Augusta.  This  is  all- 
important.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this  dispatch. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Augusta,  February  7,  1865. 

Hereafter  no  trunk  will  be  allowed  to  any  statf  officer  whilst  in 
movement.  From  this  date  officers  will  move  in  light  marching  order. 
One  valise  will  only  be  allowed  for  clothing. 

By  order  of  General  Beauregard : 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster.,  Augusta,  Ga. : 

Following  just  received  from  Major  Ayer  by  telegraph  from  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  in  answer  to  my  telegram  communicating  your  order: 

Telegram  received.  Wagons  not  yet  arrived  at  this  place.  How  are  they  to  be 
shipped  by  rail  to  Augusta  when  there  is  a break  of  thirty-two  miles? 


Have  telegraphed  Major  Ayer  to  communicate  with  you  or  General 
Beauregard  on  the  subject. 


J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  7,  1865. 

Maj.  W.  F.  Ayer, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Army  of  Tennessee,  Columbus,  Ga. : 
Telegram  regarding  wagons  received.  Communicate  with  General 
Beauregard  or  Major  Willis  at  Augusta. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  I Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  South  Carolina, 

> Georgia,  and  Florida, 

No.  32.  ) Charleston,  IS.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

* # * * * * 

VII.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Young,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  Iverson’s  division  of  cavalry.  He  will  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Georgia  and  assume  command  accordingly. 

VIII.  Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  having 
reported  for  duty  in  this  department,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
Butler’s  and  Young’s  divisions  of  cavalry. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

n.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  February  7,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  W.  Ee ynolds  : 

General:  The  men  you  sent  down  have  all  run  olf.  Mr.  Glenn 
promised  that  a comi)any  should  be  formed  from  them  for  Dearing’s 
l)attery,  but  we  have  proof  that  he  made  them  a speech,  telling  them 
that  they  were  going  to  be  taken  from  him,  and  advising  them  to  run 
off.  This  they  did,  after  selling  all  the  public  property  they  had  in 
cami).  I hope  that  you  will  take  prompt  action  in  the  case.  I sent  you 
an  order  yesterday  from  General  Beauregard  to  send  500  men  as  a 
guard  to  the  stores  at  Washington,  Ga.,  to  report  to  Colonel  Eudler, 
commanding  post. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  7, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Colonel  CUMMING: 

Colonel:  I can’t  find  out  whether  any  of  the  Western  troops  have 
gone  out  to  you  or  not.  Please  let  me  know.  If  Captain  Lumpkin  is 
with  your  command  put  him  in  position.  The  two  3-inch  rifles  have 
come  up  for  him  and  he  can  get  them  at  any  time.  The  Yankees  got 
on  the  railroad  last  night.  Two  brigades  of  V/heeler’s  command  are 
between  them  and  Augusta.  Make  your  arrangements  for  defense  and 
vigilance  as  though  they  were  not  there. 

Eespectiully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  7,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

If  your  health  will  permit,  I consider  it  of  great  importance  that  you 
should  come  here  at  once. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Charleston,  February  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

Send  at  least  500  additional  ca  valry  across  the  Edisto.  Let  one  regi- 
ment report  to  Major-General  Stevenson. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Augusta,  February  7, 1865 — IL  a.  m. 

Colonel  C.  C.  Crews, 

Commanding^  &e. : 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  of  last  night,  11  m.,  received.  You  will 

keep  up  communication  on  your  left,  by  pickets  and  scouts,  with  Gen- 
eral Wheeler  and  communicate  with  him.  lie  telegraphs  that  he  had 
sent  another  brigade  to  your  support.  You  somewhat  misunderstood 
my  note.  It  was  meant  simply  to  apprise  you  of  the  state  of  things  on 
the  railroad,  and  of  what  was  required  of  you  in  case  of  an  advance 
upon  Augusta.  It  was  not  intended  that  you  should  abandon  the  line 
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of  Three  Euos,  if  you  could  there  the  better  check  the  Yankees.  How- 
ever, should  they  turn  the  position  by  the  railroad,  your  safety  requires 
its  abandonment.  At  all  events  you  must  keep  between  them  and 
Augusta.  There  will  be  a strong  infantry  force  at  Big  Horse  Creek 
to-day.  When  you  are  compelled  to  cross  it,  report  in  advance  to  the 
commanding  officei  there.  Colonel  Camming  is  in  immediate  command 
at  the  bridge  and  Beach  Island  road. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  GeneraL 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  7,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Iverson: 

General:  General  B[eauregard]  directs  that  you  turn  over  your 
forage  wagons  as  directed,  and  concentrate  your  command  at  Eae’s 
Bridge.  You  will  so  dispose  of  your  men  as  to  protect  the  line  of  tele- 
graph to  Millen.  You  will  effectually  destroy  Brannon’s  Bridge.  You 
will  still  keep  scouts  and  pickets  as  near  Sister’s  Ferry  as  possible, 
and  ascertain  all  that  you  can  in  regard  to  the  movements,  plans,  and 
strength  of  the  Yankees.  I duplicate  an  order  to  you  ordering  General 
Ferguson’s  moving  without  delay  to  this  place.  If  Colonel  Harris  is 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Ogeechee  you  can  order  Colonel  Hawkins  to 
join  you,  and  may  do  so  in  any  event,  provided  you  think  that  his  com- 
mand is  not  essential  on  Taylor’s  Creek,  and  in  that  county.  You  must 
move  promptly  to  Eae’s  Bridge.  Duplicate  the  order  to  General 
Ferguson  and  be  sure  that  he  gets  it.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

D.  H.  HILL. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  7,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh: 

Sir  : Great  activity  prevails  in  the  enemy’s  lines  about  New  Berne, 
and  he  is  industriously  engaged  in  repairing  the  railroad  toward 
Kinston  and  collecting  supplies,  especially  forage.  These  indications 
clearly  point  to  a movement  toward  the  State  capital.  I will  keep 
you  advised  of  all  that  we  learn  on  the  subject,  but  sufficient  is 
known  now  to  justify  me  in  asking  you  to  urge  forward  the  organiza- 
tion of  your  State  forces  and  to  have  them  in  hand  ready  to  aid  us  the 
moment  the  movement  is  developed.  Goldsborough  will  be  the  point 
for  our  concentration  and  we  must  be  in  time  to  meet  the  enemy  east  of 
the  railroad.  General  Grant  has  been  to  Beaufort  and  New  Berne 
recently,  no  doubt  to  initiate  this  movement. 

I am,  governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General. 


Wilmington,  February  7, 1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Petersburg : 

General  Grant  visited  his  troops  in  this  State  last  week.  Great 
activity  now  prevails  at  Beaufort  and  New  Berne.  Troops  are  arriving. 
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supplies  are  aceumulatiiig,  and  heavy  working  parties  are  repairing 
the  railroad  toward  Goldsborough.  Operations  in  that  quarter  may 
soon  be  expected. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Colonel:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pemberton,  artillery,  has  furnished 
me  with  a copy  of  his  report  of  inspections  made  here,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  guns  at  Batteries  Davis  and  Lee  do  not  bear  upon  the 
obstructions  in  the  river,  and  that  those  at  Batteries  Campbell  and 
Meares  do  not  command  them.  This  is  an  error,  as  will  appear  from 
the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Hebert,  chief  engineer,  a copy  of 
which  is  inclosed.  Lieutenant-Coionel  Pemberton  supposed  there  was 
only  one  line  of  obstructions,  whereas  there  are  two,  one  the  upper, 
visible,  the  other  sunken.  The  inclosed  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Oladowski,  chief  ordnance  officer,  will  show  the  condition 
of  the  armament  of  these  works,  hastily  put  in  order  after  the  fall  of 
Fort  Fisher.* 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 


Office  Chief  Enhineer, 
Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  4,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General^  Department  of  North  Carolina:  . 
Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  to-day  made  an 
examination  of  the  batteries  at  the  obstructions  of  the  Cape  Fear 
River,  below  the  town  of  Wilmington,  with  a view  to  ascertain  how 
far  the  several  guns  in  the  batteries  command  the  obstructions.  I took 
the  batteries  one  after  the  other,  commencing  with  the  nearest  to  town, 
and  in  the  following  notes  I number  the  guns  from  right  to  left.  The 
report  is  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  rexjort  of  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  C.  Pemberton,  of  which  you  have  furnished  me  a coi)y.. 


BATTERY  DAVIS. 

First,  one  24-pounder,  long,  not  banded,  rifled;  second,  one  8-inch 
sea-coast  howitzer ; third,  one24-pounder,  smooth-bore.  These  three  guns 
bear  on  both  the  upper  and  lower  obstructions,  and  also  on  the  lower 
mouth  of  Brunswick  River.  There  are  in  this  battery  three  empty 
gun  chambers. 

BATTERY  LEE. 

First,  one  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer;  second,  one  single-handed  rifled 
32-pounder.  Both  guns  in  this  battery  bear  on  the  upper  and  lower 
obstructions,  and  on  the  lower  end  of  Brunswick  River. 

* For  Chart  of*  tlio  ohstrnctioTis  in  tlie  Cape  Fear  and  Brunswick  Rivers,  and 
the  batteries  commanding  them,”  see  Plate  LXVIII,  Map  7 of  the  Atlas. 
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BATTERY  CAMPBELL. 

First,  oue  30-pounder  Parrott  on  the  right  of  the  battery,  which  will 
be  mounted  by  to-nioiTow,  if  not  to-day.  It  will  bear  upon  the  upper 
and  lower  obstructions  and  mouth  of  Brunswick  River.  It  will  be  our 
best  gun  to  keep  the  enemy  at  long  range  below  the  lower  obstruc- 
tions. Second,  one  9-inch  Dahlgren  on  navy  carriage.  Bears  fully  on 
lower  obstructions  and  on  lower  mouth  of  Brunswick  River,  and  can 
be  brought  to  bear  on  upper  obstructions  to  one-half  the  river  Cape 
Fear.  Third,  one  9-inch  Dahlgren  on  navy  carriage.  Bears  fully  on 
lower  obstructions  and  lower  mouth  of  Brunswick  River.  Can  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  upper  obstructions  to  one-half  of  the  river  Cape 
Fear.  Fourtli,  one  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer.  Bears  on  lower  obstruc- 
tions and  lower  mouth  of  Brunswick  River.  Can  be  brought  to  bear  by 
cutting  down  end  of  right  traverse  to  one-half  river  at  upper  obstruc- 
tions. Fifth,  one  long  smooth-bore  32-pounder.  Bears  on  lower 
obstructions  and  lower  mouth  of  Brunswick  River.  This  gun  cannot 
be  brought  to  bear  on  upper  obstructions.  On  the  immediate  left  of 
Battery  Campbell,  and  nearer  the  river,  a sunken  battery  is  now  being 
constructed,  in  which  it  is  intended  to  mount  two  smooth-bore  24- 
pounders,  which  were  dismounted  from  Battery  Campbell  lately  and 
replaced  by  the  two  9-inch  Dahlgrens.  When  this  sunken  battery  is 
placed,  the  two  guns  will  bear  on  the  lower  obstructions  and  on  the 
Brunswick  River  mouth.  The  oue  on  the  right  will  also  bear  on  upper 
obstructions.  One  carriage  and  chassis  will  be  wanted  for  one  of  the 
two  guns. 

BATTERY  MEARES. 

First,  one  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer  j second,  one  long  smooth-bore 
32-pounder;  third,  one  9-inch  Dahlgren  on  navy  carriage;  fourth,  one 
single-banded  32-pounder,  rilled;  fifth,  one  24-pounder,  rifled,  not 
banded,  and  lately  dismounted  to  make  room  for  the  rifled  32-]3ounder. 
The  mounted  guns  bear  on  the  lower  obstructions  and  the  mouth  of 
Brunswick  River,  but  cannot  be  made  to  bear  on  the  upper  obstruc- 
tions. On  the  right  of  Battery  Lee  about  fifty  yards  is  a work  which 
was  once  a two-gun  caseinated  battery.  The  casemates  have  been 
closed  on  the  outside  and  two  platforms  built  over  them  for  barbette 
guns.  There  are  no  guns  there  now.  I respectfully  suggest  that  two 
guns  be  taken  from  the  land  line  of  Wilmington  and  placed  in  the 
battery.  There  are  on  the  land  line  of  Wilmington  twelve  32-pouuders 
and  six  24-pounders,  all  smooth-bores. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  HUBERT, 

Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Engineer. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina,  Ordnance  Office, 

Wilmington.,  February  5,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

AsHutant  Adjutarit- General,  Wilnmigtoyi,  N.  C.: 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  headquarters  of  this 
department,  1 inspected  the  armament  of  Fort  Anderson,  and  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  it  consists  of  nine  32-pounder  guns  on  barbette 
carriages,  front  pintle,  wooden  traverse  circles.  They  are:  Two  rifled, 
unbanded;  two  oldest  iiattern  of  the  United  States,  which  kind  of  guns 
were  condemned  by  U.  S.  inspectors  previous  to  year  1860,  and  five 
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of  pattern  of  1840.  Below  the  fort  is  a work  armed  with  one  32-ponnder 
gun  of  oldest  pattern,  as  described  (two  of  them  in  the  fort).  The  i3ro- 
jectdes  for  these  guns  are  913  shot,  708  shell,  39  grape,  and  106  canister- 
shot,  with  sufficient  supply  of  projecting  charges,  making  170  rounds 
for  each  gun.  The  implements  are  in  a state  to  serve  the  guns  m con- 
formity with  their  number  of  ammunition.  In  consequence  of  augment- 
ing garrison  by  troops  from  Forts  Caswell,  &c.,  the  supply  of  small-arm 
ammunition  was  insufficient,  but  it  was  forwarded  immediately  from 
ordnance  depot  at  Wilmington.  On  my  inspection  of  batteries  to 
defend  the  river  obstructions,  1 found  them  as  follows: 

BATTERY  MEARES. 

Armament. — One  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer;  one  32-pounder  smooth- 
bore, and  one  24-pounder  rifle,  on  indifferent  barbette  carriages,  front 
pintle,  wooden  traverse  circles.  Projectiles  for  8-inch — 62  shell,  32 
spherical  case-shot,  48  shell,  unstrapped,  10  grape-shot.  For  32- 
pounder — 32  shell,  189  shot,  27  grape,  and  48  canister-shot.  For  24- 
pounder,  rifled — 125  shell,  28  shot.  Cartridges — 100  8-pound,  76 
6-pound,  1,100  pounds  cannon  powder. 

BATTERY  CAMPBELL. 

Armament. — One  8-inch  light  navy  shell  gun ; two  24-pounder  smooth- 
bores; one  32-pounder  smooth-bore,  on  indifferent  barbette  carriages, 
front  pintles,  wooden  circles.  Ammunition  for  8-inch — 50  shell;  for 
24-pounder — 24  shell,  189  shot;  for  32-pounder — 69  shell.  As  the 
metal  of  armament  of  these  batteries  was  insufficient  to  obtain  the 
expected  results,  I was  instructed  to  procure  from  the  Navy  Department 
such  guns  as  could  be  spared.  Commander  Pinckney,  being  applied 
to,  ordered  to  turn  over  three  9-inch  Dahlgrens,  one  6-inch  banded 
and  one  30-pounder  Parrott,  with  requisite  implements,  as  far  as 
could  be  obtained  in  emergency,  as  the  supplies  not  necessary  for 
immediate  service  in  navy  and  army  ordnance  department  were  ordered 
to  be  sent  to  interior,  and  consequently  the  necessary  articles  cannot 
be  procured  immediately.  The  9-inch  Dahlgrens  being  used  only  by 
navy,  could  no.t  be  mounted  in  so  short  a time.  It  was  impossible  to 
mount  them  on  other  than  navy  gun  carriages,  but  the  application  was 
made  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fayetteville  arsenal  for  suitable 
barbette  carriages,  one  of  which  is  received  and  sent  to  Fort  Meares, 
and  two  others  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  x)Ossible.  In  consequence 
of  the  above  changes  the  batteries  are  at  present  armed : 

BATTERY  MEARES. 

Armament. — One  6-inch,  rifled,  banded  ; one  8-inch  sea-coast  how- 
itzer; one  9-iiich  Dahlgren,  and  one  32-pounder  smooth-bore. 

BATTERY  CAMPBELL. 

Armament. — Two  9-inch  Dahlgrens;  one  8-inch  navy  light  shell  gun, 
and  one  32-pounder  smooth-bore.  Few  yards  ot  this  battery  is  con- 
structed a detached  work  containing  one  30-pounder  Parrott  gun, 
erected  in  object  to  have  a long  range  down  the  river.  The  ammuni- 
tion for  these  batteries  is  100  rounds  to  each  gun.  The  imjAements 
are  not  as  sufficient  as  should  be  expected,  but  can  render  good  service 
until  the  others  can  be  received,  every  effort  being  made  to  obtain 
them.  Above  these  batteries  and  close  to  the  obstructions  in  the  river 
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are  constructed  two  more  batteries,  and  as  their  armament  is  consid- 
ered to  answer  the  purpose,  and  the  heavier  caliber  could  not  be  pro- 
cured in  short  time,  it  remained  unchanged  and  consists  as  follows: 

BATTERY  LEE. 

Armament. — One  32-pounder,  rifled,  banded,  on  barbette;  one  8-inch 
navy  light  shell  gun,  on  casement  carriage.  Ammunition  for  8-inch — 
88  shell,  28  incendiary  shell,  10  spherical  case-shot,  17  grape,  and  10 
canister-shot.  For  32-pounder  rifle — 111  shell,  155  shot.  Cartridges — 
66  8-poiind,  154  6-pound,  and  900  pounds  powder  (cannon).  The 
implements  in  tolerably  good  order. 

BATTERY  DAVIS. 

Armament. — One  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzer;  one  24-pounder,  rifled, 
unbanded,  and  one  24-pounder,  smooth-bore.  Ammunition  for  8-inch — 
47  shot,  36  spherical  case-shot,  51  shell  tilled,  and  75  shell  not  filled. 
For  24-pounder  rifled — 167  shell;  for  24-pounder  smooth-bore — 201 
shell,  73  shot,  24  canister-shot.  Cartridges — 371  8-pound,  472  6-pound, 
202  4-pound,  and  600  iiounds  cannon  i)owder.  The  implements,  as 
usual,  not  in  very  good  preservation.  The  traverse  circles,  with  the 
exception  of  one  gun,  whose  carriage  was  received  from  Fayetteville, 
are  made  of  wood.  The  ordnance  department  having  no  money,  I was 
instructed  to  apply  to  the  engineer  department  for  usual  iron  traverse 
circles,  but  no  result  of  my  application  is  as  yet  obtained.  The  8 inch 
guns,  being  chambered  and  of  light  construction,  cannot  be  used  to  throw 
solid  shot.  I respectfully  request  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  com- 
manding officers  of  these  batteries  to  the  effect  that  only  hollow  pro- 
jectiles and  grape  or  canister  shot  be  used.  Concerning  the  implements 
of  the  batteries,  I am  informed  by  Major  Sloan,  commanding  officer  of 
ordnance  depot  at  Wilmington,  that  not  long  since  those  defenses  were 
completely  furnished.  1 know  by  my  own  observation  that  the  com- 
manders of  batteries  in  many  instances  (especially  where  tiiey  are  often 
changed)  pay  little  attention  to  preservation  of  supplies.  I should 
respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  that  some  means  may  be 
devised  to  preserve  and  husband  the  articles  issued.  Airing  ammuni- 
tion, sheltering  implements  from  rain  and  sun  would  greatly  add  to 
their  efficiency  and  preservation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  OLADOWSKI, 

Chief  Ordnance  Officer^  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmingto7ij  February  7,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Hebert, 

Chief  Engineer : 

General:  The  commanding  general  has  received  your  note  of 
to-day  giving  the  results  of  Captain  Liernur’s  examination  of  landing 
and  roads  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Cape  Fear,  and  directs  that  tlie 
work  therein  proposed  be  executed  with  all  possible  disiiatch.  Major- 
General  Hoke  will  receive  a copy  of  your  note  from  this  office,  with 
instructions  to  furnish  the  necessary  guard  for  his  depot. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AKCHEK  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  7,  18§5, 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke, 

Commanding  Division^  Sugar  Loaf: 

General:  I Lave  the  instruction  of  the  commanding  general  to 
communicate  bis  views  to  you  as  follows:  The  enemy’s  reconnoitering 
and  marauding  parties  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  should  be  cap- 
tured or  prevented  from  coming  out  at  all.  Our  cavalry  is  not  pushed 
forward  as  close  to  their  lines  as  it  should,  be.  The  recent  capture  of 
prisoners  in  our  front  by  signal  officer  points  to  want  of  vigor  in  that 
arm.  Detachments  ought  not  to  land  with  impunity,  as  they  have  just 
done  at  Battery  Lamb.  It  would  seem  practicable  to  greatly  annoy,  if 
not  capture,  the  very  small  garrison  at  Smithville.  Even  this  effort 
would  enliven  our  troops,  now  stagnating  and  despondent  for  want  of 
activity.  Supplies  in  the  country  and  telegraph  wire  close  to  the  Fed- 
eral lines  should  be  brought  out  and  our  people  prevented  from  trading 
or  communicating  with  the  enemy.  Such  measures  would  also  prevent 
desertions  to  the  enemy  by  closing  the  avenues  of  approach  and  stop 
the  recruiting  of  the  U.  S.  forces  from  runaway  negroes,  which  is  going 
on  to  considerable  extent. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

Q<<iT*T7Q  Tl  r 

' ARCHER  ANDERSON,  ' 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Sugar  Loaf,  February  7, 1865, 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Have  you  received  information  from  General  Hagood  of  the  enemy 
landing  troops  to-day^  Nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  seen  from  this 
side. 

R.  F.  HOKE, 

3Iajor- Geiieral, 


Fori'  Anderson,  February  7,  1865, 

Colonel  Anderson: 

Signal  operator  reports  enemy  landing  troops  at  Buchanan  from 
transports  in  the  inlet  and  outside,  brought  to  Buchanan  in  tugs.  They 
had  guns,  knajisacks,  &c. ; wagons  hauling  up  baggage.  They  were 
discovered  when  fog  lifted  at  12  o’clock.  Tlie  operator  saw,  he  thinks, 
] ,200  landed  after  12  o’clock.  These  marched  through  Fisher  to  Camp 
VVyatt.  A considerable  number  of  tents  also  appeared  at  Camp  Wyatt 
this  morning  that  were  not  there  yesterday ; this  before  the  1,200 
marched  up. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  7,  1865, 

Col.  George  Jackson, 

Commanding  Post : 

Colonel:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  take  immediate 
measures  to  remoye  eyery  bale  of  cotton  stored  in  Wilmington  as  fast 
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as  transportation  by  one  of  the  railways  can  be  procured.  Major  Cain- 
eron^^who  has  charge  of  such  shipments,  has  been  instructed  to  give 
preference  to  the  cotton  now  held  when  it  cannot  be  safely  burned. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AKCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  7,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker, 

Goldsborough  : 

General:  The  indications  seem  to  favor  active  movements  by  the 
enemy  against  you  from  New  Berne.  The  commanding  general  desires 
you,  therefore,  to  hold  your  troops  in  hand  and  to  use  all  possible 
means  to  keep  fully  advised.  Your  cavalry  should  be  kept  in  the 
enemy’s  immediate  presence,  and  be  required  to  send  daily  reports  of 
observations,  and  make  occasional  dashes  on  the  flanks  or  rear  of  the 
Federais  to  harass  them  and  retard  their  operations.  To  accomplish 
these  objects  it  will  be  necessary  to  concentrate  it  as  far  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  <S,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Armies,  &c. : 

General:  (xeneral  Ripley  visits  you  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
to  you  his  views  in  regard  to  matters  in  South  Carolina,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  city  of  Charleston.  I would  be  happy  if  you  would  aftbrd 
him  the  opportunity  of  giving  him  an  audience  on  the  subjects  men- 
tioned, being  those  concerning  which  your  suggestions  to  General 
Beauregard  are  desired. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Augusta,  February  8, 1865. 

(Received  8.40  a.  m.  9th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Enemy  cut  railroad  to  Charleston  yesterday  morning  near  Blackville. 
Lee’s  corps  is  in  position  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Edisto,  protecting  the 
approaches  to  Columbia.  Head  of  Cheatham’s  corps  arrived  here  last 
night.  McLaws’  division  is  at  and  about  Branchville.  1 shall  leave 
here  to-morrow  for  Columbia. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Augusta,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

Major:  General  Beauregard  has  been  informed  that  the  railroad 
from  Barnett  to  Washington  is  out  of  order.  He  desires  that  you  will 
take  immediate  steps  to  put  it  in  complete  running  order. 

Kespeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Augusta,  February  8,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

Major:  General  Beauregard  desires  that  the  troops  at  Mayfieldand 
Gamak  be  hurried  to  this  place  at  once.  You  will  please  take  such 
steps  as  will  effect  their  transportation  here  at  once. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  <S,  1865. 

Gol.  G.  W.  Rains, 

Ordnance  Department : 

Colonel  : General  Beauregard  directs  me  to  say  that  he  deems  it 
advisable  that  you  commence  at  once  the  removal  of  your  stores. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  February  8,  1865. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  Winder  died  last  night  at  Florence,  S.  C.  Under  the 
present  movements  of  the  enemy  his  successor  to  command  should  be 
here  promptly.  Colonel  Forno  will  be  here  to-day. 

W.  G.  BARTH, 
Assistant  Adjuta^it- General. 


[Imlorsement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Special  Orders,  ) Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  32.  ( Richmond.^  February  5,  1865. 

******* 

IV.  Surg.  A.  J.  Foard  is  relieved  from  duty  as  medical  director  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  and  assigned  as  medical  inspector  with  authority 
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to  inspect  the  armies  and  hospitals  in  the  States  of  Georgia,  Florida, 
Alabama  and  Mississippi.  His  reports  will  be  made  direct  to  the  Sur- 
geon-General. 

***##*# 


By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 


JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


President  Davis: 


Charleston,  February  8,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  5 p.  m.  9th.) 


The  enemy  appeared  at  railroad  bridge  near  Branchville  to-day;  also 
at  ^ew  Bridge,  hve  miles  below,  and  at  Biunaker’s  and  Holman’s 
Bridges  above.  No  serious  effort  made  to  cross  the  Edisto.  Enemy 
have  driven  our  forces  from  railroad  bridge  over  Salkehatchie,  and  are 
active  at  Oombahee  Ferry.  Nothing  heard  from  Wheeler  to-day. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  February  8,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

The  troops  in  this  department  have  been  organized  into  divisions  as 
far  as  their  territorial  distribution  would  allow.  Taliaferro’s  division 
consists  of  two  brigades,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Elliott  and 
Colonel  Rhett,  and  numbers  about  5,000  effectives.  Its  organization 
is  upon  Special  Orders,  No.  311,  series  1864,  from  these  headquarters, 
paragraph  4,  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  your  office. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


General  Smith: 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  8,  1865—5  p.  m. 


General:  You  will  please  bring  your  troops  here  in  the  morning, 
starting  at  daylight,  with  two  days’  cooked  rations.  Leave  General 
Browne  on  the  river,  at  the  mouth  of  Spirit  Creek.  Direct  him  to 
im])ress  horses  to  take  the  20-pounder  Parrotts  to  the  work  there  in 
construction.  General  Browne  must  keep  a messenger  constantly  at 
Allen’s  Station  to  carry  dispatches  to  him. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


P.  S. — Yankees  are  between  Windsor  and  Aiken. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta.,  February  5,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Major-General  Smith  : 

Captain  Kirk  informs  me  that  he  issued  the  order  last  night  for  the 
whole  of  Browne’s  command  to  move  to  Shell  Bluff.  There  is  a mis- 
take out  somewhere.  1 understood  that  Major  McCrady  was  construct- 
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iiig  a field-work  ou  the  river  near  the  mouth  of  Spirit  Creek.  Browne’s 
command  were  ordered  to  that  point.  Yon  had,  I understood,  directed 
him  to  send  fifty  men  to  Shell  Blufi  the  day  previous  to  relieve  Captain 
Allen’s  company.  That  was  all  right.  I.  wrote  you  an  hour  ago  that 
General  Beauregard  had  directed  your  whole  command  to  march  here 
at  daylight  to-morrow,  leaving  General  Browne  at  mouth  of  Spirit 
Creek  to  fit  up  and  defend  the  work  there.  If  there  has  been  any 
mistake  about  General  B.  please  send  a staff  officer  after  him.  Fifty 
of  his  men  are  to  be  left  at  Shell  Bluff,  and  rest  at  mouth  of  Spirit 
Creek.  General  B.  is  to  keep  a messenger  constantly  at  the  courier 
station  near  Allen’s. 

With  great  respect, 

B.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georoia, 

Fehruary  6',  1865 — 1.15 1).  m. 

Colonel  Cumming: 

Nothing  has  been  heard  from  Wheeler  or  Colonel  Crews  to-day.  The 
telegraph  is  not  working  beyond  Aiken.  What  it  means  I don’t  know,- 
but  hope  that  you  will  have  your  men  well  in  hand,  and  that  you  will 
keep  strong  and  vigilant  pickets  at  the  crossings.  The  Graniteville 
road  should  be  well  watched. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  Fehruary  8,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

Col.  C.  C.  Crews: 

Colonel  : General  Beauregard  wishes  me  to  direct  you,  unless  you 
have  specific  orders  from  General  Wheeler  of  another  import,  to  fall 
back  with  your  own  brigade  and  the  brigade  with  you  (supposed  to  be 
Dibrell’s)  behind  Upper  Three  Buns  and  connect  on  your  left  with  Gen- 
eral Wheeler.  The  Yankees  now  occupy  Windsor.  Hagan’s  brigade 
was  stampeded  and  ran  ofi*.  A column  of  infantry  is  reported  to  be 
marching  from  Barnwell  Court-House  to  Aiken.  Truth  of  the  last 
report  not  known.  Avoid  being  turned  on  your  left.  Have  heard  noth- 
ing from  you  to-day.  Keep  me  constantly  advised. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  Fehruary  8j  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Col.  C.  C.  Crews, 

Conmnanding^  d^e. : 

Colonel:  I sent  a special  messenger  to  you  to  communicate  to  you 
General  Beaureganl’s  order  to  fall  back  upon  Upj)er  Three  Eiins,  as  the 
Yankees  were  at  Windsor  this  afternoon.  You  must  keep  well  posted 
as  to  movements  upon  your  left  and  guard  against  being  cut  off. 
Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 
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Orangeburg,  February  8,  1865. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

I hold  the  Edisto  to  Duncan’s  Bridge  with  seven  brigades.  No  cavalry 
CO  operating  to  my  knowledge. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 


Orangeburg,  February  8,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

I hold  as  far  as  Holman’s  and  Duncan’s  Bridges.  Binnaker’s  has 
been  burned.  The  cavalry  have  appeared  in  front  of  it  and  New 
Bridge — as  yet  only  cavalry.  I have  not  heard  from  Wheeler  for  two 
days.  I am  trying  to  find  him.  I have  no  cavalry  but  couriers  and 
scouts.  I know  of  no  Confederate  cavalry  on  my  right  fiank. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General.,  Commandiny. 


Orangeburg,  February  8,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

I am  in  communication  with  General  Wheeler,  and  will  keep  you 
advised  of  movements  on  the  right.  Bridges  as  far  up  as  Holman’s 
have  been  destroyed,  the  enemy  having  appeared  in  small  force  at  that 
point. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Orangeburg,  February  8,  1865 — 6.45  p.  m. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

The  enemy’s  cavalry  has  approached  my  line  at  several  points  to-day, 
but  have  made  no  demonstiation.  Sent  Wheeler’s  battery  to-day  to 
Columbia.  Wheeler  is  at  Davis’  Bridge. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangebury.,  February  8^  1865. 

{Memorandiwi  for  division  commanders  only.) 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  line  of  the  Edisto  should  be 
held  as  long  as  posxsible.  With  that  view  you  will  extend  your  lines  so 
as  to  co-operate  fully  with  those  on  your  right  and  left.  If  it  has  not 
been  done  the  bridges  in  your  front  should  be  thoroughly  destroyed 
and  every  approach  to  the  river  strongly  guarded  until  Jackson’s 
brigade,  of  Clayton’s  division,  reaches  Biniiaker’s  Bridge.  General 
Palmer  will  guard  the  river  to  within  two  miles  of  that  bridge.  The 
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remaiiliug  portion  will  be  guarded  by  Colonel  Johnson.  General  Deas 
will  avail  himself  of  every  means  to  be  informed  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  on  his  Hank.  Should  the  crossing  be  forced  at  any  point  by 
a strong  force  of  the  enemy,  and  he  cannot  be  dislodged,  information 
will  be  given  promptly  to  those  on  the  right  and  left,  and  the  troops 
will  retire,  making  as  much  opposition  as  possible,  Deas  toward 
Columbia,  the  remainder  toward  Orangeburg.  Commanders  will  keep 
themselves  in  communication  with  any  cavalry  in  their  vicinity,  with  a 
view  to  a perfect  co-operat’.on  with  the  cavalry. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Near  Orangehiirfjj  February  8,  1865. 

General  Clayton, 

Branchville  : 

General  : The  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  now  at  Branchville,  is  sub- 
ject to  my  orders.  You  will  please  hold  them  there  for  the  present  so 
as  to  cover  a movement  of  Cumming’s  brigade  should  it  be  necessary 
to  retire  from  the  river.  When  relieved  by  General  McLaws  you  will 
advise  Heiiderson  fully  as  to  the  manner  of  retiring  to  this  place,  if 
practicable,  relieving  his  infantry  by  cavalry  before  commencing  the 
movement.  Instruct  the  cavalry  commander  also  fully  on  the  subject. 
There  is  a large  quantity  of  surplus  subsistence  stores,  which  I am  try- 
ing to  i>ut  over  the  Congaree,  and  it  is  important  this  part  of  the  line 
should  be  held  as  long  as  possible.  If  forced  to  move  in  two  or  three 
days  and  the  enemy  follow,  the  cavalry  must  avail  themselves  of  every 
point  to  hold  them  in  check.  As  soon  as  Jackson’s  brigade  receives  its 
ammunition  it  will  move  quickly  to  Binnaker’s  Bridge.  I wish  the 
cavalry  couriers  and  vedettes  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Tennessee,  or 
Frederick’s  company,  established  along  General  McLaws’  line,  to  be 
relieved  by  the  cavalry,  which  has  been  assigned  to  him,  as  I need 
their  services  on  the  right  of  my  line,  there  being  none  there.  Major 
George  will  go  dowui  to-morrow  to  receive  and  distribute  such  of  the 
transportation  in  charge  of  Captain  Courteney,  assistant  quartermaster, 
as  may  be  serviceable.  To  jirovide  for  accidents  to  the  telegraph  I 
establish  a line  of  couriers  from  these  headquarters  to  Branchville 
to-morrow.  Use  such  ammunition  as  maybe  needed  for  Jackson’s  and 
Cumming’s  brigades  from  that  at  Lowe’s  Pump  belonging  to  the  State 
troops,  and  1 will  replace  it,  or  give  such  vouchers  as  tliey  may  require. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON,  ^ 
Major-General,  Coynmanding. 


Orangeburg,  February  8,  1865. 

General  Clayton, 

Branchville : 

Hurry  your  brigade  to  Binnaker’s  Bridge  to  re-enforce  Stovall.  Have 
they  received  aniinunitionf  Answer. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Orangeburg^  February  <9,  1865 — 7 j).  m. 

Colonel  Johnson, 

Commanding^  Branchville: 

Colonel  : Jackson’s  brigade,  of  Clayton’s  division,  has  been  ordered 
to  join  you  to-morrow  morning.  Impress  upon  your  commanders  the 
importance  of  holding  our  line,  and  urge  them  to  extraordinary  vigi- 
lance. An  additional  force  of  cavalry  has  been  ordered  to  our  right 
flank. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg^  February  8,  1865, 

Colonel  Johnson, 

Commanding  Brigade: 

Colonel  : General  Stevenson  directs  that  you  hold  your  position. 
Jackson’s  [brigade],  of  your  [Clayton’s]  division,  will  be  at  Binnaker’s 
to-night  or  early  to-morrow  morning. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  RATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Orangeburg  Court-House^  February  <9,  1865, 
Colonel  Commanding  Jackson’s  Brigade: 

Colonel  : General  Stevenson  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  ammu- 
nition is  now  being  sent  you  from  Branchville,  and  a few  boxes  of 
caliber  .69  from  this  place.  As  soon  as  the  ammunition  arrives  from 
Branchville  you  will  All  your  cartridge-boxes,  secure  a guide,  and 
march  at  once  to  Binnaker’s  Bridge.  If  the  ammunition,  caliber  .69, 
has  not  arrived  when  you  are  ready  to  march  you  will  leave  the  men 
who  require  that  caliber,  under  charge  of  a good  officer,  who  will  follow 
as  soon  as  he  gets  the  ammunition. 

On  arriving  at  Binnaker’s  Bridge  the  senior  officer  will  take  com- 
mand. Send  the  wagon  that  carries  you  the  ammunition  from  Branch- 
ville to  General  Deas  at  Holman’s  Bridge. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  RATCHFOED, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Orangeburg,  February  <9,  1865. 

E.  M.  Gilbert, 

Superintendent  Railroad^  Branchville : 

The  Dr.  Thompson  is  sent  to  carry  cotton  to  Charleston.  Will  it  be 
used  therefor?  I wish  to  send  about  100  militia  by  rail  to  Kingsville. 
When  can  they  go? 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Second  and  Third  Military  Districts, 

Dept,  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Charleston^  8.  (7.,  February  5,  1865, 

Colonel  Ehett: 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  there  is  still  a good  deal  of  property  on  the 
wreck  of  the  steamer  Eattlesnake,  and  that  much  of  that  saved  has 
been  secreted  by  the  men,  and  that  already  some  has  been  brought  to 
town.  I wish  you  to  send  working  parties,  under  responsible  officers,  to 
secure  all  the  property  and  as  much  of  the  machinery,  and  especially 
brass  and  copper,  as  possible,  and  have  it  placed  under  guard.  You 
will  turn  over  to  the  commissary.  Major  Eobertson,  all  the  subsistence 
stores,  and  to  the  quartermaster  all  other  property,  and  they  will  have 
it  brought  up  to  the  city.  The  owners  agree  to  pay  one-third  salvage 
in  kind,  which  will  be  allotted  after  the  property  reaches  the  city.  I 
wish  you  to  send  out  parties  to  search  for  and  seize  all  property  taken 
from  the  wreck  found  in  the  hands  of  unauthorized  persons.  Major 
Bulkley,  chief  commissary,  will  leave  here  this  evening,  and  I desire 
you  to  give  him  all  assistance  and  aid  in  visiting  the  wreck  and  making 
arrangements  for  the  securing  and  removing  of  the  commissary  stores. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TALIAFEEEO, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Guignard^s  Bridge,  S.  C.,  February  8,  1865, 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States: 

General  : I inclose  you  recommendations  that  I have  made  for  pro- 
motions to  major-general,  simply  to  let  you  know  they  have  been  made. 
General  Hardee  has  recommended  General  Young  for  that  position,  to 
command  a division  of  my  troops,  and  General  Beauregard  has  recom- 
mended General  Ferguson  for  same  positioD.  General  Hardee,  as  well 
as  every  one  connected  with  this  command,  knows  the  imj^ropriety  of 
appointing  General  Ferguson,  and  I think  it  would  do  harm  to  appoint 
General  Young,  as  I have  better  officers,  and  it  would  be  great  injus- 
tice to  overlook  them  and  appoint  officers  from  other  commands.  I 
think  the  most  proper  appointments  will  be  Humes,  Allen,  and  Eobert- 
son for  major-generals;  or  if  Eobertson  is  thought  too  young,  you 
might  substitute  Dibrell.  He  is  a most  excellent  officer  upon  the  field. 
You  can  hardly  find  a better  or  more  reliable  man.  All  four  are  brave, 
efficient,  and  subordinate,  and  can  be  thoroughly  relied  upon.  I only 
ask  their  appointments  to  temporary  rank,  so  that  the  Department 
may  at  any  time  return  them  to  their  old  grades.  I hope  no  more 
assignments  will  be  made,  as  they  do  harm,  dispirit  our  officers,  and 
nearly  all  have  proved  bad.  The  enemy  struck  the  railroad  yesterday 
at  noon.  I had  been  retarding  them  for  twenty- two  days,  during 
which  they  marched  less  than  sixty  miles.  Sherman’s  force,  exclusive 
of  cavalry,  is  not  less  than  45,000.  I will  send  on  an  organization  of 
his  forces  to  you  in  a few  days.  1 have  made  it  up  myself  from  the 
statements  of  iirisoners.  I think  it  is  nearly  correct,  though  it  is  not 
quite  full.  My  command  is  in  good  spirits,  and  as  full  as  it  has  been 
at  any  time  during  the  last  year.  I find,  to  my  surprise,  that  the 
Department  thought  I commanded  all  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee last  summer.  It  was  not  so.  I only  commanded  half,  while 
Jackson  commanded  the  other  half.  I had  nothing  to  do  with  him 
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whatever.  Officers  from  the  Army  of  Tennessee  say  the  wish  in  the 
army  is  for  either  you  or  General  Johnston  to  command  them.  Gen- 
eral Deas  told  me  the  sentiment  was  about  equal  for  either.  The  army 
is  in  bad  plight  and  needs  something  to  cheer  them  up. 

With  highest  regards,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELEE. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  8,  1865 — 4.15  p m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Wheeler^s  Corps: 
Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  estab 
lished  my  headquarters  at  Kitchen’s  house,  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  Pine  Log  Bridge.  I have  a regiment  fortified  at  the  bridge  with  a 
fortified  picket  and  scouts  in  front.  Are  there  any  further  instructions 
for  Colonel  Crews’  and  Colonel  Hagan’s  brigades? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  8,  1865 — 7.20  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  state  Lieutenant  Shamblin,  of 
the  Twelfth  Alabama  Cavalry,  has  just  reached  here  and  reports  that 
the  enemy  came  upon  Colonel  Hagan  about  4 p.  m.  to-day  about  two 
miles  west  of  Williston  and  made  one  general  charge  upon  him  and 
swept  over  him.  Lieutenant  Shamblin  took  to  the  woods  before  reach- 
ing Windsor,  but  heard  firing  afterward  above  Windsor.  He  thinks 
that  it  was  the  whole  of  Kilpatrick’s  force.  From  Lieutenant  Shamb- 
lin’s  account  and  his  estimate  of  the  force  of  the  enemy  I fear  that 
many  of  the  men  were  captured.  I have,  besides  placing  a regiment 
to  defend  Pine  Log  Bridge,  sent  seventy-five  men  to  Scott’s  Bridge, 
above  this,  and  have  directed  the  courier  line  to  cross  the  river  at 
Cook’s  Bridge,  eight  miles  above  Pine  Log  Bridge.  I have  heard 
nothing  further  from  Colonel  Crews. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg.^  February  (9,  1865. 

General  Hampton  or  Butler, 

Columbia.,  S.  C.: 

I will  start  for  you  this  morning,  by  dirt  road,  Wheaton’s  battery  of 
artillery.  Have  you  any  forces  on  the  direct  road  from  Columbia  to 
the  Augusta  railroad?  Will  you  operate  in  that  direction?  Please 
keep  me  advised  of  your  movements.  Is  there  a sufficient  guard  at 
Columbia  ? 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 
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Orangeburg,  February  8,  1865 — 6.45  p.  m. 
General  Wade  Hampton,  Columbia: 

Dispatch  received.  The  line  of  the  Edisto  is  well  guarded  by 
infantry.  Wheeler  at  Davis’  Bridge.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  have 
approached  the  river  at  several  points,  but  have  made  no  demonstra- 
tion. Without  his  movements  are  further  develo^ied  Young’s  brigade 
will  be  needed,  but  I will  hasten  him  to  you  as  soon  as  lie  can  be 
spared. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta^  February  8.  1865. 

Genwal  Iverson: 

General:  You  will  use  all  dispatch  in  concentrating  about  Green’s 
Cut,  picketing  at  Kae’s  Bridge.  Have  a messenger  constantly  at  the 
telegraxjh  office,  and  be  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  Yankees 
are  between  Windsor  and  Aiken. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  8,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Iverson,  Commanding.,  ffic.  ; 

General:  The  ordering  up  of  Colonel  Hawkins  is  approved,  but 
General  Beauregard  thinks  that  Colonel  Harris  had  better  be  left  in 
that  country  on  or  about  Taylor’s  Creek,  in  vicinity  of  xiosition  occupied 
by  Colonel  Hawkins,  Fifth  Kentucky.  General  Ferguson  was  placed 
under  your  orders.  Did  you  send  him  to  Hawkinsville?  If  not. 
General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  jirefer  charges  against  him  and 
forward  them  to  me.  Get  your  command  at  Kae’s  Bridge  as  soon  as 
jiossible,  and  be  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice  this  way.  Send 
again  the  order  below  to  General  Ferguson. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


WILMINGTON,  February  8,  1865. 

Hon.  S.  K.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond : 

1 liojie  your  gun-boat  will  be  pushed  to  completion.  This  place  will 
be  held  so  long  as  our  means  enable  us.  There  is  no  indication  of  any 
movement  against  it,  and  our  means  of  defense  are  improving. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Richmond,  February  8,  1865. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Wilmington  : 

President  has  telegraphed  General  Lee  that  he  desires  your  presence 
for  conference,  if  you  can  be  spared  long  enough.  If  you  come,  telegraph 
me  too. 

JNO.  B.  SALE, 

Colonel. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  8,  1865. 

General  B.  Bragg: 

Can  the  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry  be  spared  for  defense  of 
South  Carolina? 

B,  E.  LEE. 


Wilmington,  February  8,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutayit- General  ^ Petersburg : 

Our  signal  officer  opposite  Fort  Fisher  reports  the  enemy  landing 
troops  there  yesterday  from  transports.  He  estimates  1,200  after  12 
o’clock,  when  his  first  observation  was  made. 

BBAXTON  BBAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  <9,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Sugar  Loaf: 

Only  communication  with  Georgia  now  is  by  Columbia,  Abbeville, 
and  thence  across  country  to  Athens.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  to 
grant  furloughs  to  Georgia  soldiers  under  the  circumstances?  Your 
advice  will  control,  as  you  know  temper  of  troops. 

AKCHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sugar  Loaf,  February  8,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson  : 

I do  not  think  it  advisable  to  grant  furloughs  to  visit  Georgia  at 
present.  I will  withhold  them  until  we  hear  further. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmmgton^  Fehruary  <9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  F.  Hoke, 

Sugar  Loaf: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  guidance  the 
following  instructions  from  the  commanding  general : First.  The  utmost 
vigilance  must  be  observed  in  the  front  on  both  sides  of  the  river  to 
secure  timely  notice  of  any  movement.  Our  pickets  should  be  always 
in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  a close  and  unremitting  observation  should 
be  kept  up.  Second.  The  arrival  or  departure  of  troops  or  their  trans- 
fer from  one  point  to  another  should  be  promptly  reported.  Third.  Com- 
munication with  the  enemy  by  our  people  should  be  prevented  as  far  as 
possible,  and  all  parties,  especially  negroes,  going  or  returning  to  or 
from  their  lines  should  be  arrested.  Fourth.  All  supplies  in  the  country 
subject  to  the  enemy’s  incursions  should  be  promptly  removed  to  our 
lines.  Fifth.  Eeconnoitering  and  working  parties  of  the  enemy  should 
be  captured.  Sixth.  An  attempt  by  the  gun-boats  to  pass  Fort  Ander- 
son must  be  resisted  by  all  means  in  our  power,  but  should  they  succeed 
we  must  be  prepared  to  move  also.  A mere  passage  of  a few  gun-boats. 
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however,  without  troops  will  not  render  necessary  any  change  of 
position.  They  may  be  much  harassed,  if  not  disabled,  by  judicious  use 
of  long-range  light  guns  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  will  be 
delayed  seriously  at  the  obstructions.  Special  orders  will  be  given  for 
any  move  in  this  emergency.  Seventh.  A point  for  communication 
across  the  river  has  been  selected,  and  a steam  ferry  with  flats  is  being 
prepared  to  run  from  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek  on  the  west  to  the 
Old  State  Salt  Landing  on  the  east.  By  this  route  re-enforcements 
can  be  sent  to  and  from  both  detachments  of  the  command  until  the 
fort  is  passed.  Thus  any  land  attack  can  be  met.  Arrangements 
should  be  made  in  advance  and  speedily  for  the  use  of  this  ferry,  and 
an  understanding  be  had  as  to  the  troops  to  move,  &c.  Except  in  an 
extreme  case,  involving  the  safety  of  the  command,  the  present  posi- 
tions will  not  be  abandoned. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

AEOHEK  ANDEESO^^^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Wilmington,  February  8,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Hagood, 

Fort  Anderson: 

General  Hoke  will  receive  to-day  special  instructions  and  will  com- 
municate. 

AEOHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Anderson,  February  8,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  signal  operator  to-day: 

Five  transports  left  this  morning-  going  north.  Six  large  steam  transports  lying 
outside  near  Battery  Holland  all  day.  Think  they  are  landing  troox)s.  About  500 
cavalry  seen  drilling  near  Camj)  Wyatt. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Anderson,  February  8,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Col.  A.  Anderson, 
i Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  enemy  are  reported  by  my  advance  guard  to  be  landing  in  force 
between  Fort  Anderson  and  themselves.  I have  sent  a staff  officer  to 
investigate  the  report  and  with  instructions  to  the  guard.  Will  report 
more  fully  as  soon  as  I can. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fort  Anderson,  February  8,  1865 — 9.45  p.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

I Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I am  inclined  to  think  the  alarm  given  by  the  advanced  guard 
unfounded.  Will  report  fully  in  a short  time. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Fort  Anderson,  February  8,  1865 — 12  midnight. 
Colonel  Anderson: 

The  report  of  the  Yankees  landing  has  proved  without  foundation. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier- General, 


Goldsborough,  February  8,  1865, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson  : 


Commanding  officer  Fort  Branch  reports  enemy  re-enforcing  at  Ply- 
mouth with  eight  gun-boats  and  4,000  men.  Scout  saw  the  gun-boats. 
Destination  reported  Fort  Branch  and  Edwards  Ferry.  This  probably 
the  force  I had  driven  from  Colerain.  All  scouts  report  movement  on 
foot  at  New  Berne.  Be-enforcements  have  not  yet  arrived  there,  but 
arrangements  must  be  made  for  the  defense  of  the  district. 

Respectfully,^ 


L.  S.  BAKER, 
Brigadier- Genera  1. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  8,  1865, 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Commanding  Post,  Maeon,  Ga,: 

Direct  Col.  A.  P.  Mason  on  his  arrival  at  Macon  to  stop  the  books 
and  records  of  Army  of  Tennessee  at  that  point.  Colonel  Mason  left 
here  yesterday  morning. 

' By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

HENRY  BRYAN, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


[February  9,  1865. — For  General  Orders,  No.  1,  headquarters  Con- 
federate Army,  announcing  General  Robert  E.  Lee  as  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  military  forces  of  the  Conlederate  States,  see  Yol.  XL VI, 
Part  II,  p.  1226.] 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  February  9,  1865, 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding,,  ffic.,  Augusta: 

General:  General  Beauregard  directs  me  to  embody  in  a letter  of 
instructions  his  views  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  troops  in  and 
about  Augusta.  First.  The  infantry  trooi)S,  as  they  shall  arrive,  will 
take  up  position  along  the  line  of  Big  Horse  Creek.  When  it  shall  be 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  has  no  real  design  on  Augusta,  Cheatham’s 
corps  will  move  on  Columbia,  unless  in  meanwhile  otherwise  ordered. 
Stewart’s  corps  Avill  also  follow  Cheatham,  if  his  presence  should  not 
be  required  here.  Second.  The  artillery  of  Lee’s  corps  will,  on  its 
arrival,  move  toward  Columbia  to  effect  a junction  with  its  command. 
The  other  battalions  of  artillery  will  move  with  their  respective  com- 
mands. Palmer’s  battalion  will  report  to  Major-General  Hill  for  orders 
on  its  arrival.  Third.  Ferguson’s  brigade  Avill  at  once  march  to  this 
place  and  cross  the  Savannah  and  aid,  in  connection  with  Crews  and 
Hagan,  in  covering  Augusta.  Iverson  will  concentrate  on  Brier  Creek, 
keeping  his  scouts  and  pickets  well  to  the  front.  Fourth.  The  forces 
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of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  will  move  to  Augusta,  and  if  his  troops 
(Georgia  militia)  will  cross  the  Savannah  he  will  also  take  up  position 
on  tbe  line  of  the  Big  Horse  Creek.  Fifth.  Crews’  brigade  will  be  with- 
drawn to  Upper  Three  Mile  Kun  and,  should  he  be  guessed,  will  fall 
back  to  Hollow  Creek,  and,  should  it  become  necessary,  will  retire  on 
the  infantry  on  Big  Horse  Creek.  He  will  keep  constantly  his  left  in 
communication  with  Wheeler’s  right.  Sixth.  It  is  not  the  design  of 
General  Beauregard  that  any  general  battle  should  be  delivered  here. 
Should  it  become  evident  after  reconnaissances  that  the  enemy  is  in 
superior  force  and  contemplates  an  attack  on  the  city,  the  troops  will 
retire  westwardly,  with  a view  of  covering  Camak  and  the  Mayfield 
and  Washington  Branch  roads.  Seventh.  All  military  stores  not 
necessary  to  be  kept  in  depot  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  troops 
should  be  sent  to  convenient  and  safe  depots  west  of  Augusta.  Eighth. 
When  it  becomes  evident  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  and  designs  an 
attack  on  the  city  all  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  stores  likely  to  prove 
useful  to  the  enemy  and  to  fall  into  their  hands  will  be  destroyed. 
Ninth.  You  will  in  time  withdraw  the  naval  detail  at  the  Shell  Bluft* 
Battery.  Tenth.  When  the  troops  shall  have  passed  through  Augusta 
Major  General  Hill  will  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Beau- 
regard for  assignment  to  some  appropriate  command  of  the  forces  in 
the  field. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  9,  1865. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Augusta^  Ga.: 

Have  telegraphed  General  Mackall  to  stop  books  and  records  of  Army 
of  Tennessee  at  Macon,  but  fear  your  dispatch  came  too  late. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  9,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart, 

Augusta^  Ga.: 

Lieut.  Malcolm  Morse  telegraphs  to  Captain  Gale  from  Meridian  to-day 
as  follows : 

Arrived  here  yesterday  with  eighteen  couriers,  in  accordance  with  orders  sent  me 
through  Major  Lauderdale.  Being  without  wagons  and  money,  I will  wait  for 
orders  at  Demopolis,  there  being  no  forage  here. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  9,  1865. 

General  Ferguson  is  directed  by  General  Beauregard  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  report  with  his  brigade  to  the  dis- 
trict commander. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

ALajor- General. 
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Orangeburg,  February  9, 1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston : 

Wheeler  reports  a skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Johnson’s  Station, 
and  that  infantry  and  cavalry  are  in  his  front.  He  is  at  Guignard’s, 
or  Davis’  Bridge.  Their  infantrj^  skirmished  with  us  slightly  to-day 
at  Holman’s  and  Binnaker’s  Bridges.  With  that  exception  all  quiet 
along  the  line.  Prisoners  report  infantry  and  artillery  (Twentieth 
Corps)  on  the  Holman  and  Duncan’s  Bridge  road.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps  near  Branch ville;  am  making  every  effort  through  scouts  and 
citizens  to  ascertain  their  intentions. 

C.  L.  STEVEKSOK, 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  5,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Generals  Hardee  and  McLaws: 

The  enemy  has  effected  a crossing  of  the  river  between  Binnaker’s 
and  Cannon’s  Bridges;  in  what  number  not  stated.  I will  concen- 
trate the  forces  at  those  fords  and  fight  them  in  the  swamp. 

C.  L.  STEVENSO^^, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg^  February  P,  1865. 

Colonel  Johnson, 

Commanding.,  BinnaJcer^s  : 

Colonel  : I have  ordered  a brigade  from  Palmer’s  to  re-enforce  you 
to-night.  Ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  if  the  enemy  are  in  force  and 
advise  me.  Dislodge  him  if  possible  to  do  so.  This  effort  must  be 
made  quickly  to  be  successful. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSOK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Clayton’s  Division, 

Ten  Miles  of  Orangeburg^  February  9,  1865 — 12.30  m. 
General  Stevenson, 

Orangeburg : 

General  : Your  dispatch  ordering  to  ascertain  the  enemy’s  force 
and  dislodge  him  by  the  assistance  of  Palmer’s  brigade,  met  the  troops 
of  this  division,  under  command  of  Colonel  Johnson,  six  miles  from  the 
bridge  which  they  were  defending  on  the  direct  road  to  Orangeburg 
and  the  troops  in  confusion.  Colonel  Johnson  is  intoxicated.  At  the 
request  of  the  different  regimental  commanders,  I assume  command 
of  the  troops  until  further  orders  from  you.  I shall  continue  moving 
slowly  toward  Orangeburg,  for  the  following  reasons:  The  enemy  has 
crossed  in  considerable  force,  and  since  dark  has  driven  back  the  skir- 
mishers, and  the  command  w^as  ordered  on  the  retreat  with  some  con- 
fusion and  haste.  The  enemy  is  still  pursuing  and  in  some  force  have 
gone  above,  taking  the  left  hand  near  the  river.  Also  Generals  Deas 
and  Palmer  have  been  notified  of  the  retreat  and  will  govern  them- 
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selves  and  regulate  their  movements  accordingly.  Captain  Whitehead, 
assistant  adjutant- general,  has  not  been  seen  on  the  retreat,  and  Major 
Hull,  of  8ixty- sixth  Georgia,  was  killed. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  GOEDON, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Goynmanding, 


Guignard’s  Bridge,  S.  0.,  February  9, 1865, 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va, : 

General:  I inclose  copies  of  a number  of  orders  issued  to  my  com- 
mand for  the  purpose  of  informiDg  you  what  orders  are  issued  to  it. 
I now  have  positive  proofs  that  the  many  and  grave  charges  made 
against  my  command  are  basely  false.  I also  have  certificates  from 
most  of  the  citizens  in  neighborhoods  where  my  command  has  been  for 
some  time  past,  saying  they  have  no  complaints  whatever  to  make 
against  my  troops,  and  that  no  troops,  not  even  those  raised  in  their 
own  neighborhood,  ever  treated  them  so  well.  I mention  these  things 
to  show  you  how  basely  my  command  has  been  calumniated.  I regret 
to  say  that  my  superior  officers,  with  their  staff  officers,  instead  of 
defending  me,  have  joined  in  the  denunciations  against  my  command, 
and  thus  enable  the  true  culprits  to  escape  detection.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  this  trouble,  the  thing  must  work  out  right  in  the  end.  I have 
learned  to  wait  patiently  for  things  thus  to  work  out. 

With  the  highest  regards,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELEE. 


Guignard’s  Bridge,  S.  0.,  February  9,  1865, 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General:  A few  days  since  I forwarded  to  the  War  Department 
recommendations  from  the  majority  of  the  superior  officers  of  my  com- 
mand, including  all  the  division  and  brigade  commanders,  that  my  sys- 
tem of  cavalry  tactics  be  adopted  by  the  Department.  I could  doubt- 
less have  obtained  the  recommendation  of  every  officer  in  the  command, 
but  I did  not  desire  to  ask  them.  You  will  recollect  that  General 
Johnston  ordered  it  to  be  used  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  it  is  now 
used  by  all  the  cavalry  of  this  department.  My  object  in  asking  the 
Department  to  adopt  it  is,  that  I see  that  some  system  is  to  be  adopted 
by  it,  and  it  would  derange  our  system  very  much  if  any  other  system 
were  adopted.  Besides,  the  publishers  inform  me  they  could  sell  it  at 
half  the  price  if  adopted  by  the  War  Department,  which  is  a great 
object  to  my  officers  and  men. 

With  highest  regards,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

J.  WHEELEE. 


Orangeburg,  S.  0.,  February  P,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m, 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

General  : I am  here  with  instructions  from  General  Hardee  for  you, 
and  hoping  to  meet  a staff'  officer  from  you  to-night.  Understanding 
from  General  Stevenson  that  you  moved  with  most  of  your  force  on 
yesterday  toward  Augusta,  i write  by  courier.  General  Hardee^s 
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instructions  are  that  you  send  a force  of  1,000  men  to  report  to  General 
McLaws  at  Branchvilie,  to  cover  a retrograde  movement  of  his  force,  if 
driven  back  from  the  Edisto.  He  also  desires  that  you  have  a similar 
force  in  such  position  as  to  cover  a retrograde  movement  (should  it 
become  necessary)  of  Lee’s  corps,  Major-General  Stevenson  commanding. 
General  Stevenson’s  headquarters  are  at  Orangeburg  for  the  present. 
This  force  must  be  in  addition  to  Colonel  Cook’s  regiment,  which  has 
been  sent  to  Walterborough.  Only  one  regiment  (Fifth  Tennessee), 
exclusive  of  Colonel  Cook’s,  has  yet  reported  at  Branchvilie.  General 
Stevenson  understands  that  your  movement  toward  Augusta  is  to  meet 
a movement  of  the  enemy  on  that  place.  These  instructions  of  General 
Hardee  were  given  before  being  apprised  of  any  such  movement.  Gen- 
eral Hardee  desires  you  to  be  in  constant  communication  with  Major- 
General  Stevenson  through  his  nearest  brigade  commander,  who  has  a 
line  of  couriers  established  to  Orangeburg.  General  Hardee  desires 
that  you  send  a regiment  to  report  to  Major-General  Stevenson  for 
courier  and  other  special  service.  Please  dispatch  the  general  the 
present  position  of  your  command.  The  enemy  are  in  front  of  the 
Edisto  line  from  ^^ew  Bridge  to  Duncan’s  Bridge,  their  main  force  being 
on  the  railroad.  No  efforts  yet  made  to  cross.  Scouts  report  them 
burning  the  railroad. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  PICKETT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Inspector- General, 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  9,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  Hagan’s  brigade  was  badly  stampeded  at  White  Pond, 
and  ran  off  causelessly.  It  is  scattered  in  every  direction,  many  even 
coming  to  Augusta.  It  seems  to  me  that  a concentration  of  your  cavalry 
upon  Kilpatrick  would  crush  him.  I have  sent  an  order  to  Crews  to 
unite  with  Hagan,  and  probably  something  will  then  be  done,  as  he  seems 
to  have  a better  command.  I hope  that  you  will  keep  us  constantly 
apprised  of  movements.  Is  there  any  infantry  moving  upon  Augusta'? 
I have  had  no  report  from  Hagan  whatever. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Fear  Orangeburg^  February  9,  1865. 

General  Wheeler,  Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  received,  and  telegram  to 
General  Hardee  dispatched.  I have  established  a line  of  couriers  from 
my  right  flank  to  this  the  nearest  point  by  telegraph  with  General 
Hardee,  and  will  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  any  dispatches  by  mail 
or  telegraph  which  you  may  wish  to  forward.  Please  communicate 
with  me  fully  with  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  of  yours 
so  far  as  they  may  affect  me.  Do  me  the  kindness  to  furnish  General 
Deas  with  such  couriers  as  may  be  necessary  to  connect  his  two  sta- 
tions— Holman’s  and  Duncan’s  Bridges. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Johnson’s  Division, 

Holman’s  Bridge^  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

General:  Tbe  enemy’s  scouts  have  appeared  at  this  bridge  and  the 
bridge  below.  The  bridges  being  destroyed  I have  no  other  informa- 
tion to  give. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  0.  DBAS, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding . 


Headquarters  Johnson’s  Division, 

February  9,  1865. 

General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps : 

General:  Colonel  Johnson,  at  Binnakers  Bridge,  reports  to  me 
that  the  enemy  had  forced  the  passage  of  the  bridge,  and  at  one  hour 
after  dark  were  about  one  mile  and  a half  this  side  of  the  bridge.  I 
have,  in  consequence,  commenced  to  withdraw  my  command. 

I am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  0.  DBAS, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Johnson’s  Division, 

HohnaFs  Bridge,  February  9,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  a dispatch  just  received 
from  Orangeburg.  Please  send  by  courier  a receipt  for  it.  I will  move 
my  headquarters  near  to  Duncan’s  Bridge  after  daylight.  I hope  you 
will  keep  me  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  if  you  are  not  too 
far  away.  I will  open  communication  with  some  of  your  officers  nearer 
to  me  if  I can. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  C.  DBAS, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  9,  1865. 

His  Bxcellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond : 

The  communication  of  His  Bxcellency  Governor  Vance,  of  North 
Carolina,  covering  a resolution  from  the  House  of  Commons  of  that 
State,  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of  slaves,  referred  by  you,  was 
received  about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  active  operations  here. 
The  subject  was  immediately  referred  to  the  resi)onsible  commanders 
for  reports,  the  last  of  whicli  have  been  but  recently  received.  All  the 
papers  and  reports  are  submitted  for  your  information.  It  will  be  i)er- 
ceived  that  there  has  been  much  suffering  among  this  class  of  employes 
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in  this  department.  This  has  been  owing  in  part  to  mismanagement 
and  want  of  attention,  but  to  a great  extent  ifc  has  been  unavoidable 
from  the  nature  of  work,  the  means  available,  and  the  want  of  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  supplies. 

First.  The  work  to  be  done,  which  has  to  a great  extent  been  shared 
by  our  white  soldiers  during  the  war,  was  of  such  a character  as  neces- 
sarily to  subject  the  laborers  to  much  exposure,  even  if  comfortably 
clothed.  The  revetment  of  works  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River 
being  mostly  of  sod  and  very  heavy,  and  the  sod  to  be  dug  from  the 
marsh,  made  it  necessary  for  many  of  the  negroes  to  work  a good  deal 
in  the  water,  and  so  in  rafting  timber  and  lumber,  and  water  transpor- 
tation. 

Second.  From  the  insufficient  quantity  of  food,  soldiers’  rations,  one- 
quarter  of  a pound  of  meat  and  three-quarters  of  a pound  of  meal,  is 
altogether  insufficient  for  a laboring  man  employed  all  day  in  heavy 
work. 

Third.  From  want  of  comfortable  clothing.  Most  of  the  negroes 
were  sent  by  their  owners  very  badly  clad,  and  little  was  done  by  those 
in  charge  of  the  slaves  to  remedy  this  evil.  No  provision  was  made 
by  the  War  Department  for  clothing  enrolled  negroes  until  the  publica- 
tion of  General  Orders,  No.  86,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 
December  5,  1864.  The  act  of  February  17,  1864,  General  Orders,  No. 
82,  March  11,  1864,  paragraph  I,  provides  that  negroes  shall  receive 
rations,  clothing,  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  $11  per  month,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  establish. 
Paragraph  lY  adopts  the  regulations  of  General  Orders,  No.  138,  Octo- 
ber 24,  1863.  The  last  order  in  paragraph  VII  fixes  the  ration,  com- 
pensation, &c.,  but  makes  no  jiro vision  for  clothing,  and  no  regulation 
on  this  point  was  adopted  until  December  5,  1864. 

Fourth.  They  have  suffered  for  want  of  proper  hospital  accommoda- 
tions, and  at  Fort  Fisher  for  want  of  proper  quarters  and  fuel.  The 
evils  pointed  out  have  been  remedied  as  far  as  practicable.  Sufficient 
hospital  accommodations  are  being  prepared  and  proper  medical 
attendance  secured,  and  every  efibrt  will  be  made  to  provide  for  the 
comfort  of  the  enrolled  slaves  consistently  with  the  limited  means  in 
hand. 

Many  small  abuses  become  known  to  owners  and  others  which  it  is  . 
impossible  for  a commander  to  learn  except  through  them.  If  they 
would  make  their  complaints  circumstantially,  prompt  investigation 
would  be  ordered  and  every  remedy  applied.  Regular  inspections, 
reports,  and  returns  will  be  made  of  this  laboring  force  in  future,  and 
they  will  be  cared  for  as  other  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Col.  John  B.  Sale,  Richmond: 
Start  to-morrow.  Wait  for  me. 


Wilmington,  February  P,  1865. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  5,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Petersburg : 

I will  start  to-morrow. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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WiLMiNGrTON,  February  9^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg : 

The  enemy  landed  more  troops  at  Fisher  yesterday,  including  cavalry. 
Our  force  of  this  arm  is  very  small. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  9,  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg : 

Ton  will  see  by  my  dispatch  of  this  morning  that  more  cavalry  is 
required  here. 

BEAXTOX  BEAGG. 


Sugar  Loaf,  February  9^  1865. 


Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

1 will  be  there.  Everything  quiet  at  present. 

E.  E.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 


Eort  Anderson,  February  9,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson: 

Does  the  commanding  general  prefer  that  I should  communicate 
promptly,  for  what  they  are  worth,  reports  received  in  such  instances 
as  that  last  night,  or  wait  until  I have  proved  their  correctness  before 
dispatching  him  on  the  subject? 

JOHXSOX  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Let  me  hear  immediately  all  reports,  but  distinguish  between  those 
known  to  be  true  and  mere  rumors. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  9,  1865. 


Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker, 

Goldsborough : 

1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  8th  instant  relative  to  movements  of  the  enemy.  Until  information 
is  received  of  some  increase  of  their  forces,  it  is  not  deemed  prudent  by 
the  commanding  general  to  remove  troops  from  here,  but  all  will  be 
held  ready  to  aid  you.  Our  resources  are  small  and  must  be  cautiously 
used.  General  Bragg  will  be  absent  from  the  department  for  a few 
days,  and  leaves  instructions  with  Major-General  Hoke,  who  suc(*peds 
to  the  temiiorary  command. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AECHEE  ANDEESOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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AVilmington,  February  9,  1865. 

Brigadier-General  Baker, 

Goldsborough  : 

Enemy  have  landed  troops  for  two  days  past  at  Fort  Fisher.  The 
movement  in  your  front  may  be  a demonstration.  Keep  advised. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


[February  10,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Davis,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1070.] 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  10,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  J.  Moses, 

Commissary  State  of  Georgia^  Planters^  Hotel: 

Major:  Your  letter  received.  The  road  to  Washington  has  been 
ordered  to  be  put  in  repair  at  once.  I will  see  at  once  to  the  reception 
of  the  tithes.  Be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  where  I can  reach  yon 
by  telegraph  on  leaving  the  city. 

Eespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGF  WM.  BEEXT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta.,  February  10,  1865, 

Mr.  W.  M.  Hight: 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  General  Beauregard  to  say  that  you  are 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  citizens  adjacent  to  the  Washington  Branch, 
Georgia  Eailroad,  for  such  lumber,  wagons,  and  labor  as  they  are  willing 
to  contribute  for  the  repairs  of  that  road,  and  for  all  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernment will  pay  a just  compensation.  Capt.  L.  P.  Grant,  engineer, 
has  been  requested  to  furnish  you  iron,  spikes,  &c.,  sufficient  to  place 
the  road  before  mentioned  in  thorough  repair.  Inclosed  is  an  order* 
directing  the  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  at  Barnett’s  Station 
and  AVashington  to  issue,  upon  your  requisition,  rations  for  200  negro 
laborers. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGF  WM.  BEEXT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

General  Hardee  is  very  anxious  for  you  to  come  here,  if  only  for  one 
day,  as  you  did  in  Savannah.  It  would  be  a great  relief  to  him.  He 
desires  me  so  to  inform  you. 

A.  E.  CHISOLM, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


* Omitted. 
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Columbia,  S.  0.,  February  10,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

I have  just  arrived  here.  Will  join  you  soon  as  practicable.  Mean- 
while I advise  concentration  from  the  Coinbahee  to  the  Edisto  line. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAKD. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

I feel  sure  your  presence  here,  if  possible,  would  do  great  service 
at  this  juncture. 

THOMAS  JOED  AX. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

I will  be  in  Charleston  soon  as  practicable.  Inform  Chisolm  to  that 
©fi*0ct 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charleston,  February  10,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws; 

When  the  necessity  arises  for  your  retirement  bring  with  you  that 
portion  of  Stevenson’s  command  now  reporting  to  yon. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston,  February  10,  1865. 

General  McLaws  : 

Conner’s  brigade  is  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  its  present  position. 
By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  EEILDEX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Flag-ship  Charleston, 

Charleston,  February  10,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Comdg.  2d  and  3d  8ub.  Dists.  of  8outh  Carolina,  Charleston.  8.  C. : 
General:  I have  received  your  letter  of  this  date.  In  reply  I have 
to  inform  you  that  the  marine  guard  of  this  squadron,  under  Lieut. 
A.  S.  Berry,  C.  S.  Marine  Cori)S,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Ca])tain 
Tatnall,  C.  S.  Marine  Corps,  the  senior  officer  on  this  station,  who  had 
been  directed  by  Flag-Officer  Ingraham  to  rei)ort  to  you.  In  a con- 
versation with  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  this  morning  I mentioned 
this  arrangement,  with  which  he  expressed  himself  satisfied.  I have 
detailed  the  marine  guard  as  the  least  injurious  to  the  organization  of 
the  ships,  but  should  it  become  imperatively  necessary  I will  endeavor 
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to  furnisli  you  with  more  men,  even  if  by  so  doing  I further  disorganize 
the  ships.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  marines  of  the  squadron  was 
directed  to  march  to  James  Island  in  the  event  of  Captain  Tatnall 
having  left  with  his  command. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  TUCKER, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding,  Afloat. 

Note. — I am  now  going  on  board  ship,  and  if  the  guard  have  not 
left  I will  notify  you  where  they  will  be  to  receive  transportation. 

J.  R.  T. 


Battery  No.  2,  Fchrnary  10,  1865 — 2.05  p.  m. 
General  Taliaferro: 

In  reply  to  your  specific  inquiry  I sent  you  Major  ManigaulCs  report. 
I now  send  you  Major  Warley’s  from  Secessionville: 

Transport  loaded  with  troops  came  from  the  south  and  west  into  Cole’s  Island 
Inlet,  1 monitor  in  Stono,  2 gun-boats,  1 mortar-boat,  and  3 transports  into  Schooner 
Creek,  near  Dixon’s  Island  Battery.  Enemy’s  lines  extend  from  lower  Legare  house 
to  Grimball’s  Causeway.  About  five  regiments  have  landed  on  this  island,  also  two 
gun-boats  in  Stono  River. 

F.  F.  WARLEY, 

Major,  Commanding. 

This  is  the  full  information  I have. 

S.  ELLIOTT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Battery  No.  2,  February  10,  1865 — 6.35  p.  m. 

General  Hardee: 

The  enemy  have  driven  in  my  picket-line,  who  have  fallen  back  to 
the  line  rifle-pits.  Enemy  slowly  advancing.  Major  Manigault  reported 
killed.  Only  430  re-enforcements  have  arrived. 

S.  ELLIOTT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Taliaferro.) 


Battery  No.  2,  February  10,  1865. 

General  Taliaferro  : 

I mean  the  rifle-pits  400  yards  in  front  of  the  main  line.  Another 
skirmish  line  has  been  sent  forward  under  Major  White,  with  orders  to 
meet  the  enemy  and  check  him.  This  line  has  not  yet  found  the  enemy. 
Major  Warley  reports  the  enemy  who  drove  us  back  to-day  as  four 
regiments  2,000  strong,  and  three  regiments  still  around  Legare’s  lower 
house.  No  change  in  fleet. 

S.  ELLIOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 


City,  February  10,  1865 — 12  m. 

Colonel  Rhett,  Battery  Bee : 

Order  Young’s  dismounted  men  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Elliott,  James 
Island,  at  once.  A steamer  will  be  at  Mount  Pleasant  for  them. 

P.  N.  PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


1143 


City,  February  10^  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Ehett, 

Battery  Bee : 

Send  Captain  Le  Gardeur  to  James  Island.  Send  to  McCormick^s 
Landing  at  once  and  stop  tbe  steamer  for  him  if  it  is  still  there. 

TALTAFEREO, 

General. 


Orangeburg,  February  10.,  1865 — 3.30  a.  m. 

Governor  Magrath: 

The  enemy  have  effected  a lodgment  at  BinnakeFs,  whicli  will  prob- 
ably force  ns  to  retire  from  that  line. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 

General  McLaws: 

I am  now  satisfied  that  they  are  advancing  in  force  from  the  river. 
I will  guard  the  North  Edisto  and  keep  you  advised. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 

General  McLaws  : 

If  I have  to  abandon  the  South  Edisto,  now  probable,  I will  cross 
Palmer  at  Eowe’s  Bridge,  and  hold  the  North  Branch  as  long  as  possible. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Hardee.) 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865 — 8.15  a.  m. 

General  Hardee: 

We  have  been  unable  to  dislodge  the  enemy  at  BinnakeFs,  and  the 
troops  are  retiring  slowly  before  them.  I will  hold  the  North  Edisto  as 
long  as  possible. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  Governor  Magrath  and  General  McLaws.) 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865. 

General  McLaws: 

The  enemy  has  driven  the  troops  from  BinnakeFs  and  they  are  retir- 
ing on  this  point.  Palmer  had  gone  to  their  assistance  and  may  check 
them.  Have  ordered  Eowe’s  Bridge  to  be  burned  whenever  Palmer 
passes  it. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 


1144  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S,  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.LIX. 

Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865—10  a.  m. 
General  Hardee,  Charleston : 

I am  Avitlidrawing  to  tlie  line  of  the  North  Edisto.  I think  the 
enemy  will  endeavor  to  strike  the  Columbia  road  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
I have  no  cavalry  to  cover  my  troops;  not  now  sufficient  number  of 
scouts. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865—10.45  a.  m. 

General  McLaws  : 

It  is  important  that  Cumming’s  brigade  should  join  me  at  once;  send 
it  immediately  by  train  held  in  reserve  at  Branchville  for  it.  One 
division  being  detached,  I need  it  to  hold  the  North  Edisto.  1 think  the 
enemy  will  try  to  strike  the  Columbia  road  to-day.  Send  me  part  of 
the  Tennessee  cavalry  regiment  noAV  at  Branchville.  I have  no  cav- 
alry and  the  roads  in  my  front  and  flanks  are  open. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  GeneraL 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865. 

General  McLaws: 

Send  some  cavalry  to  guard  the  North  Edisto.  Erom  Eowe’s  Bridge 
to  its  mouth  it  is  uncovered. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865. 

General  McLaws: 

I have  a courier-line  to  Branchville.  Inform  me  by  letter  of  your 
plans  as  to  holding  Branchville,  that  I may  co-operate.  I shall  hold 
the  North  Edisto  as  long  as  possible  or  until  you  retire. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865. 

General  McLaws: 

One  train  is  in  reserve  to  cross  my  command  over  the  Congaree  if  I 
desire  it.  I control  none  other.  I Avas  not  advised  that  you  need  sup- 
plies. Upon  inquiring  I learn  that  meal  was  sent  to  you  this  morning. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Charleston,  February  10,  1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Stevenson  : 

Direct  Wheeler  to  bring  over  the  Edisto  a large  body  of  cavalry — say 
2,000 — to  protect  your  movements,  and  McLaAvs  to  hold  onto  the  North 
Edisto  as  long  as  possible.  I Avant  the  part  of  your  command  noAv 
with  McLaws  to  retire  Avith  him  toward  Four  Hole  Swamp.  I aatII 
send  them  to  you  by  rail. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
JAeutenant-  General. 
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Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  the  division  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Lafayette 
McLaivs,  C.  S.  Army,  for  February  10,  1865.  {a) 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 

ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

ancl  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

TO 

U 

o 

e 

o 

d 

o 

OS 

OS 

u 

o 

w 

2 

Hardy’s  brigade ....... 

52 
56 

53 

841 

702 

809 

812 

685 

803 

1,190 
1,025 
1,  041 

2.  097 

1,  782 

2,  592 

Harrison's  brigade 

riser’s  brigade  

Reserve  brigade  

Conner’s  brigade 

A rtillery  ...  . 

11 

318 

313 

377 

458 

152 

12 

Cavalry  

Grand  total 

172 

2,  670 

2,613 

3,  633 

6,  929 

152 

12 

a The  Third  and  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  Reojiments  and  Third  Battalion  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers, of  Conner’s  brigade,  effective  total  450,  report  to  G-eneral  McLaws  temporarily;  also  Brooks’ 
battery,  105  effective.  The  above  are  not  included  in  the  aggregate  of  this  return. 


Organization  of  the  division  commanded  by  Maj,  Gen.  Lafayette 
McLaws.,  C.  S.  Army,  February  10,  1865. 


Hardy’s  Brigade. 

Col.  Washington  M.  Hardy. 

7th  North  Carolina  Reserves. 

10th  North  Carolina  Battalion. 

50th  North  Carolina  Regiment. 


Harrison’s  Brigade. 

Col.  George  P.  Harrison,  Jr. 

5th  Georgia  Regiment. 

32(1  Georgia  Regiment. 

47th  Georgia  Regiment. 

1st  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 


Fiser’s  Brigade. 


Col.  John  C.  Fiser. 

1st  Georgia  Regulars. 

27th  Georgia  Battalion. 

2d  Battalion  Georgia  Reserves. 
5th  Georgia  Reserves. 

6th  Georgia  Reserves. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Orangeburg,  February  10,  1865 — 4.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer  : 

Should  you  liud  that  the  troops  on  the  Biunaker’s  road  have  been 
driven  back,  and  that  the  enemy  cannot  be  held  at  Snake  or  Cooper’s 
S’w^arap,  you  will  cross  the  North  Edisto  at  Lowe’s  Bridge,  and  hold  it 
to  cross  troops  from  Branchville.  There  is  a line  of  couriers  from 
Branchville  to  this  place.  In  case  the  enemy  cannot  be  driven  back, 
and  it  should  be  necessary  to  fall  back  on  this  place,  do  so  slowly, 
checking  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible.  Keep  your  men  well  in  haml; 
communicate  with  me  often  and  freely.  If  you  are  compelled  to  retire 
hold  Cooper’s  Swainx)  with  sufficient  force,  and  move  the  remainder  of 
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your  forces  to  opposite  Eowe’s  Bridge,  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  lead- 
ing from  that  point  to  the  Binnaker’s  Bridge  road  with  that  from 
Orangeburg.  Ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter  the  condition 
of  affairs  on  the  road  from  Binnaker’s  Bridge,  and  if  necessary  cross 
the  North  Edisto  at  Eowe’s  Bridge.  The  river  is  well  guarded  here, 
and  your  flank  would  then  be  well  protected. 

0.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg^  February  10,  1865. 

Major-General  .Palmer, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I regret  that  you  did  not  hold  the  forks  of  the  road  as  I 
desired.  I intend  to  hold  the  North  Edisto  as  long  as  possible,  and 
you  will  please  take  position  at  Eowe’s  Bridge  with  that  view.  Watch 
closely  the  points  above  and  below  it,  and  concentrate  a sufficient  force 
to  check  an  attempt  to  cross  until  I can  re-enforce  you  or  prepare  for  a 
further  move.  I have  increased  the  couriers  on  your  line.  Communi- 
cate with  General  McLaws,  to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  defense  of 
the  river. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cannon’s  Bridge, 

February  10,  1865 — 2.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  Clayton, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  I have  received  verbal  notice  from  Colonel  Johnson, 
commanding  at  Binnaker’s,  that  the  enemy  have  crossed  in  force 
about  one  mile  below  him,  and  that  he  was  falling  back  slowly.  Just 
afterward  I received  orders  from  General  Stevenson  to  send  a brigade 
to  Johnson.  1 shall  fall  back  at  least  as  far  as  Eowe’s  Bridge  with  the 
remaining  force. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  10,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Major-General  Cheatham, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  The  preservation  of  the  factory  at  Graniteville  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  Confederacy  as  well  as  to  the  security  of  your 
line.  I)o  you  think  it  prudent  to  send  500  men  so  far  out?  If  the 
operator  at  Aiken  has  brought  off  liis  instruments,  you  might  put  up 
a station  at  Big  Horse  Creek. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-Geyieral. 
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Auousta,  GtA.,  February  10,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler: 

General:  Your  dispatches,  7.40  p.  m.  9th,  and  10.05  p.  m.  9th,  both 
came  together  this  moment.  General  Allen  has  lost  Aiken.  Cheat- 
ham is  on  Big  Horse  Creek.  Why  do  your  couriers  travel  so  slow? 
Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 
Orangeburg,  8.  C.,  February  10,  1865. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : I am  directed  by  General  Stevenson  to  say  that  we  have 
been  obliged  to  abandon  the  South  Edisto,  and  are  now  holding  the 
North  Edisto.  General  Deas  has  been  ordered  to  retire  in  the  direction 
of  Columbia,  as  far  as  to  where  that  road  crosses  the  North  Edisto. 
You  will  order  half  the  cavalry  that  is  to  report  to  General  S.  to  report 
to  General  Deas  at  the  point  above  mentioned,  to  cover  his  front  and 
protect  his  right  flank.  The  other  half  to  report  at  these  headquarters, 
coming  by  the  nearest  practicable  route. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  10,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

General  Allen  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  8.30  a.  m.  has  just  reached  me.  There 
must  be  some  great  negligence  on  the  courier-line.  It  is  important 
that  we  should  know  certainly  whether  infantry  is  with  the  Yankee 
column,  and  in  what  strength.  General  Cheatham  with  infantry  is  on 
Big  Horse  Creek.  Important  movements  should  be  reported  promptly 
to  him. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — Could  you  not  bring  Crews’  men  to  your  assistance  and  beat 
Kilpatrick? 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  10,  1865. 

Col.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  in  obedience  to 
your  instructions,  received  Mobile,  15th  of  January,  18G5,  to  inspect  ‘‘all 
cavalry  commands  detached  from  General  Hood’s  army  in  Georgia, 
especially  Iverson’s  brigade,  and  all  cavalry  in  Alabama,”  I repaired  at 
once  to  Georgia,  as  the  case  of  Capt.  G.  S.  Cecil,  acting  commissary  of 
subsistence,  Iverson’s  brigade,  seemed  to  ask  for  promx)t  attention. 
On  my  arrival  I found  that  all  the  cavalry  detached  from  General 
Hood’s  army  had  passed  from  Georgia  into  South  Carolina  except 
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Brig.  Gen.  Alfred  Iverson’s  division  and  Brigadier-General  Ferguson’s 
brigade.  Iverson’s  proper  brigade  is  not  included  in  his  division  com- 
mand, but  is  commanded  by  Colonel  Crews  and  incorporated  in 
Brigadier-General  Allen’s  division,  now  in  South  Carolina.  Captain 
Cecil’s  case  has  been  investigated  and  the  papers  returned  to  you 
through  Col.  E.  J.  Harvie,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general, 
Army  of  Tennessee.  The  troops  which  were  inspected  are  the  Third, 
Fourth,  Sixth,  J^inth  Kentucky  Eegiments,  mounted  infantry  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Jos.  H.  Lewis’  brigade,  and  the  Fifty- third  Alabama  Kegi- 
ment.  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  Battalion,  Eleventh  Georgia  Eegiment, 
and  the  Eoswell  (Georgia)  Battalion,  of  Col.  M.  W.  Hannon’s  brigade, 
all  of  Iverson’s  division.  The  rosters  of  these  regiments  are  forwarded 
herewith,  as  also  a list  of  the  officers  of  the  general  staff  belonging  to 
them.  Eeturns  of  the  two  brigades  accompany  this  letter.  The  absent 
commissioned  officers  are  accounted  for  on  the  rosters.  The  rosters  of 
the  Kentucky  brigade  are  imperfect  because  the  regimental  records 
were  inaccessible.  A circular  from  General  Wheeler,  copy  inclosed, 
directing  that  all  men  absent  without  leave  more  than  seven  days  be 
dropped  from  the  rolls,  has  caused  some  misunderstanding.  Should 
not  such  men  be  accounted  for  on  the  returns  as  deserted,  and  only 
officers  as  ^‘dropped”  who  may  have  been  absent  without  leave  or  are 
incompetent,  deserters  being  accounted  for  on  the  muster-rolls  also? 
It  is  remarked  that  the  muster-rolls  in  Hannon’s  brigade  are  not  cor- 
rectly made  out,  and  that  the  inspecting  officer  failed  to  affix  his 
signature  or  fill  out  the  remarks.  The  blank  forms  of  returns  in  this 
division  are  not  all  uniform  with  those  of  other  troops.  It  is  respect- 
fully suggested  that  an  order  issue  from  your  office  prescribing  the 
form  of  all  service  blanks,  and  exacting  compliance  with  notes  printed 
upon  them  all;  the  numbering  of  the  columns  is  highly  useful,  and  the 
notes  might  indicate  in  detail  the  information  required  in  each  column. 
The  headings,  extra  duty,”  and  ‘^absent  detached  service,”  are  fre- 
quently misused.  Eegimental  commanders  and  assistant  adjutants- 
general  seem  not  to  know  the  manner  of  returning  officers  and  men  on 
detached  duty  at  general  headquarters.  General  Iverson  fails  to  report 
all  officers  and  men  permanently  on  detached  duty  at  his  headquarters. 
The  most  notable  defect  in  this  division  is  the  want  of  proper  organiza- 
tion. There  are  but  few  staff*  officers  at  the  general  headquarters,  and 
none  but  adjutants  and  some  surgeons  Vvdth  regiments. 

General  Iverson  is  detached  from  his  own  brigade,  now  Crews’,  to 
command  these  two  brigades  in  another  division,  and  has  no  general 
staff*  officers  except  Captain  Byrd,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence, 
recently  assigned  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee.  Colonel 
Hannon’s  brigade  was  organized  last  April,  but  his  application  for 
staff*  officers  was  not  approved,  on  the  ground  that  the  brigade  was 
not  a permanent  organization.  The  only  officer  of  the  general  staff* 
serving  with  him  is  Captain  Dickinson,  assistant  quartermaster,  Fifty- 
third  Alabama.  Besides  rendering  more  difficult  the  enforcement  of 
discipline,  the  want  of  staff*  officers  is  one  cause  of  the  discontent  of 
the  ])eople  of  Georgia,  who  have  been  much  annoyed  with  irregular 
receipts  given  by  line  officers  ignorant  of  their  duty.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  agent  allowed  by  act  of  Congress 
(General  Order  54, 18G4),  to  audit  claims  in  each  Congressional  district 
has  not  appeared  in  Burke  and  Screven  Counties,  Ga.,  traversed  by 
our  cavalry  in  November  and  December,  18(>4.  This  division  has  never 
been  officially  organized  in  orders,  nor  has  it  ever  been  inspected,  either 
as  a division  or  by  brigades;  no  inspection  reports  of  any  kind  have 
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been  made  since  September.  The  Kentucky  troops  were  regularly 
inspected  when  infantry,  but  have  been  neglected  since  mounted. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  remarkable  that  all  departments  of  the  staff  are 
irregularly  administered  in  some  parti(iulars.  Descriptive  lists  of 
horses  are  not  found  in  Lewis’  brigade,  and  but  imperfect  ones  in  Han- 
non’s. Subsistence  is  issued  to  the  commissary-sergeants,  there  being 
no  regimental  commissaries  or  quartermasters,  upon  the  adjutants’ 
verbal  statements,  through  the  sergeant,  of  the  number  of  men  and 
officers,  and  provision  returns  and  receipts  are  only  signed  two  or  three 
times  a month  on  averaged  statements,  instead  of  morning  reports.  It 
is  impossible  to  find  the  number  of  private  animals  foraged,  as  forage  is 
issued  on  requisition  for  all  stock  as  “ public  animals,”  and  only  signed 
once  a month  on  averaged  statements.  The  transportation,  both  wagons 
and  teams,  of  Lewis’  brigade,  being  nearly  new,  is  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. Hannon’s  wagons  are  in  fair  order,  but  the  teams  seem  weak, 
and  are  much  jaded  by  incessant  labor;  they  could  be  better  groomed 
than  they  are.  Ko  captured  property,  either  horses,  equipments,  or 
arms,  are  ever  turned  over  to  the  officers  of  the  stafi*.  Great  embar- 
rassment is  occasioned  in  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  depart- 
ments by  the  want  of  ready  funds.  Cavalry  in  motion  must  subsist  on 
the  country  they  occupy,  and  should  have  cash  or  bonded  officers 
numerous  enough  to  accompany  detached  parties.  The  people  of  Geor- 
gia can  obtain  much  more  for  their  produce  when  delivered  to  certain 
agents  of  the  commissary  department  (Major  Cranston,  at  Augusta, 
for  instance)  than  when  it  is  impressed  by  cavalry  officers  at  schedule 
prices,  hence  arises  much  discontent. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  commissaries  in  the  field  were  paying 
schedule  prices,  when  Major  Cranston  was  authorized  to  pay  $14  or 
$15  i)er  bushel  for  corn.  The  efficiency  of  the  division  is  much  impaired 
by  details  (see  absent,  detached  service,  most  of  such  absentees  being 
able-bodied  men,  with  the  best  horses  and  arms)  acting  as  guards, 
escorts,  couriers,  &c.  General  Iverson  has  two  lieutenants  and  sixty- 
two  men  at  his  headquarters  as  provost  guards  and  couriers.  I would 
recommend  a judicious  system  of  furloughing  for  this  as  well  as  all  other 
commands,  and  not  to  be  interrupted  in  even  ordinarily  active  move- 
ments. With  an  aggregate  of  1,473,  Hannon’s  brigade  has  38  absent 
with  leave,  while  Lewis’  brigade,  with  1,0()6,  has  192.  The  general 
orders  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generafs  Office  are  seldom  pro- 
mulgated. General  Orders,  Ko.  75,  1864,  announcing  average  price  of 
rations  sold  to  officers,  has  not  been  received.  Captain  Byrd,  assistant 
commissary  of  subsistence,  sells  pork  at  75  cents  per  pound,  fresh  beef 
53  cents  net,  and  corn  at  $2.25  per  bushel.  The  orders  regarding  the 
drop])ing  of  absent  and  incompetent  officers,  and  the  retirement  of 
disabled  officers  and  men,  were  not  found  at  division  headquarters,  nor 
well  understood  there  or  in  Hannon’s  brigade.  Lists  of  absent  officers 
and  men  are  not  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  from  this  division. 
Attention  is  invited  to  the  evident  neglect  of  orders  and  discipline  by 
the  frequent  granting  of  permission  to  men  to  ride  their  horses  on 
other  than  pui)lic  business.  In  the  matter  of  organization.  General 
Beauregard’s  order,  dated  December  29, 1864,  promising  to  merge  those 
brigades  with  the  largest  number  of  absentees  into  those  Avith  the  least, 
will,  if  executed,  be  very  beneficial  in  reducing  the  number  of  com- 
mands and  the  necessity  for  more  staff  officers,  and  cause  little  incon- 
venience, as  the  number  of  brigadier-generals  exceeds  but  slightly  the 
number  of  divisions  said  to  be  in  the  cavalry  cori)s.  Attention  is 
attracted  to  the  large  proportion  of  mules  in  the  cavalry;  fully  one- 
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quarter  of  tliis  division  is  mounted  on  them.  Permit  me  strongly  to 
recommend  mounting  all  cavalry  on  public  horses,  and  the  retention 
of  these  mules  for  transportation  purposes. 

It  is  believed  that  division  and  brigade  commanders  do  not  give 
sufficient  personal  attention  to  the  individuals  and  material  of  their 
commands.  Morning  reports  are  made  but  three  times  a month. 
Books  and  records  seem  to  be  incomplete;  soldiers  do  not  appear  to  be 
charged  on  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  with  articles  lost  or  injured. 
There  are  no  recitations  in  army  regulations.  The  health  of  the  divis- 
ion is  remarkably  good.  The  brigade  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Jos. 
H.  Lewis  is  comx^osed  of  the  Second,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Mnth 
Kentucky  Kegiments  Infantry,  which  were  mounted,  both  men  and 
officers,  by  order  of  General  Hood,  on  public  animals,  mostly  horses, 
but  many  of  them  mules,  which  have  been  receipted  for  by  the  acting 
brigade  quartermaster.  The  brigade  lacks  about  200  horses  to  com- 
plete its  mounting.  The  men  who  need  these  horses  are  acting  as 
infantry.  The  horse  equipments  are  generally  in  good  order,  and  were 
mostly  issued  from  Government  workshops;  a detail  of  the  men  is 
making  uji  the  deficiency  by  constructing  excellent  saddles. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there  are  but  few  absentees  without 
leave  from  this  brigade.  General  Lewis  reports  that  he  has  never 
been  able  to  effect  the  retirement  of  either  officers  or  men  for  want  of 
action  at  superior  headquarters.  The  brigade  train  was  so  far  distant 
that  it  was  impossible  to  examine  the  responsibility  of  the  officers  of 
the  staff*.  The  brigade  has  a sufficiency  of  clothing,  which  is  kept 
clean,  and  is  well  supplied  with  blankets.  There  is  a marked  deficiency 
of  spurs.  There  are  396  serviceable  and  51  unserviceable  animals  in  the 
brigade.  They  are  in  ordinary  plight  and  ordinarily  well  groomed. 
Gurrycombs  and  brushes  are  much  needed. 

The  arms  of  the  brigade  are  with  few  exceptions  uniform  in  kind  and 
caliber,  and  nearly  all  serviceable,  but  there  is  a deficiency  of  about 
one-twelfth.  The  condition  of  the  arms  is  generally  dirty.  Accouter- 
ments are  in  good  condition,  but  a deficiency  of  about  one-sixth  exists. 
Ammunition  is  well  preserved,  but  not  uniformly  distributed.  The 
military  bearing  of  the  brigade  may  be  said  to  be  soldierly,  but  their 
appearance,  mounted  and  dismounted,  is  indiff’erent.  Discipline  is  lax; 
men  are  inattentive  on  parade  and  also  at  drill,  which  is  indifferently 
performed ; officers  and  men  need  instruction  in  cavalry  tactics.  In  the 
Second  Kentucky  Kegiment  there  is  a surplus  of  officers,  but  none  are 
found  to  be  elected  since  the  promulgation  of  General  Orders,  Ko.  53. 
The  Sixth  Kentucky  Begiment  has  eight  companies,  but  originally 
numbered  ten.  The  Ninth  Kentucky  has  six  companies,  although  it 
originally  had  ten.  Two  companies  of  Tennessee  troo])S  were  trans- 
ferred by  General  Bragg,  at  Murfreesborough,  in  December,  1862,  under 
the  order  to  aggregate  troops  into  regiments  from  their  own  States,  and 
two  others  were  detached  by  order  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office  to  form  a battalion  under  Major  Desha  in  Western  Vir- 
ginia. Col.  M.  W.  Hannon’s  command  is  composed  of  the  Fifty-third 
Alabama  Regiment,  Twenty- fourth  Alabama  Battalion,  Eleventh  Geor- 
gia Regiment,  and  the  Roswell  (Georgia)  Battalion.  It  has  never  been 
permanently  brigaded,  but  was  organized  by  General  Roddey,  under 
the  orders  of  General  Wheeler,  and  originally  comprised  the  Fifty- 
third  Alabama  Regiment,  IMoreland’s  regiment,  Williams’  battalion, 
and  the  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  Battalion.  No  staff  officers  have  been 
assigned  to  Colonel  Hannon.  As  before  mentioned,  no  ins])ection 
reports  have  been  furnished.  There  were  no  blank  forms  found  with 
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the  command.  The  list  of  absentees  have  not  been  habitually  for- 
warded to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  because  the  general  orders  on 
this  and  other  matters  have  not  in  many  instances  been  promulgated 
to  the  command.  This  brigade  has  been  constantly  on  duty  for  several 
months.  Many  horses  have  been  broken  down  and  sent  to  the  recruit- 
ing camps  at  Montgomery  and  in  the  rear  of  the  division.  There  are  664 
serviceable  and  122  unserviceable  animals  in  the  command;  many  of 
them  need  shoeing. 

The  brigade  seems  to  perform  picket  and  outpost  duty  with  great 
zeal  and  success.  The  company  books  and  records  are  not  generally 
complete,  and  there  are  no  evidences  of  accountability  for  ordnance 
stores  on  the  part  of  regimental  commanders,  nor  do  the  men  appear  to 
be  charged  on  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  with  losses  of  public  j)roperty. 
The  officers  appear  to  be  intelligent,  but  not  as  efficient  as  greater 
industry  would  cause  them  to  be.  Throughout  the  brigade  spurs  are 
deficient.  The  Fifty- third  Alabama  has  ten  companies.  They  appear 
attentive  on  inspection,  but  their  bearing  will  not  be  called  soldierly. 
They  dress  negligently,  although  their  clothing  is  sufficient  and  good. 
Personally  the  regiment  is  cleanly.  The  animals  look  worn,  and  are 
not  very  well  groomed ; many  are  puny,  and  only  held  to  retain  their 
owners  in  cavalry  service.  The  proportion  of  mules  is  large.  Arms 
are  not  clean  enough,  and  there  is  a deficiency;  the  caliber  and  kind 
are  not  entirely  uniform.  Ammunition  is  generally  well  cared  for. 
There  is  a deficiency  of  accouterments.  Horse  equipments  are  in  ordi- 
nary good  condition ; more  are  needed.  Currycombs  are  deficient.  Dis- 
cipline appears  to  be  somewhat  better  in  this  than  other  parts  of  the  bri- 
gade. The  regiment  drills  moderately  well.  Comi^any  descriptive  lists 
of  animals  are  correctly  kept.  The  Twenty-fourth  Alabama  Battalion 
has  three  companies,  was  organized  in  February,  1864,  and  is  chiefly 
composed  of  youths,  who  are  healthy  and  robust,  but  lack  a military  air. 
They  were  inattentive  at  inspection,  and  do  not  appear  to  be  under  good 
discipline.  There  is  not  enough  distinction  between  officers  and  men. 
Many  men  are  unarmed,  but  expect  to  be  supplied  soon.  Such  arms  as 
were  inspected  are  of  irregular  calibers,  indiflerent  in  kind,  and  in  bad 
order.  Some  are  unserviceable.  There  is  a great  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  accouterments,  especially  of  cap  pouches.  Horse  equip- 
ments are  in  very  bad  condition ; currycombs  are  much  needed.  Horses 
are  not  numerous  or  strong,  mules  being  greatly  in  excess.  The  ani- 
mals are  not  well  groomed.  The  drill  is  indifferently  executed.  Spurs 
are  needed.  The  Eleventh  Georgia  Kegiment,  originally  the  Thirtieth 
Georgia  Battalion  (seven  companies),  is  reported  to  have  been  raised 
to  a regiment  of  ten  companies,  by  authority  of  the  War  Department, 
from  such  men  as  could  be  obtained  in  Northeast  Georgia.  Many 
deserters  from  other  commands  joined  this  regiment,  and  though  some 
have  been  returned,  others  remain.  Private  Mitchell  (properly  of  the 
Sixteenth  Georgia,  now  a courier  for  Colonel  Hannon)  is  one.  The 
regiment  was  organized  about  October  25,  1864,  near  Athens,  Ga.,  but 
when  ordered  from  there  to  its  present  station  many  absented  them- 
selves. About  ninety  officers  and  men  appeared  on  inspection.  They 
are  fine-looking  youths,  but  do  not  present  a military  appearance.  Dis- 
cipline is  lax  ; most  of  tlie  captains  are  absent  on  detached  service,  and 
there  is  not  enough  distinction  between  officers  and  privates.  The 
men  are  well  clad  and  have  a sufficiency  of  blaidcets,  but  are  quite 
uncleanly.  The  regiment  was  at  first  armed  with  Cook’s  Enfield,  which 
the  men  do  not  esteem,  and  say  are  easily  broken.  Many  have  been 
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lost  and  broken,  but  are  not  charged  to  the  men.  At  present  arms  are 
deficient  in  number,  not  uniform  in  kind  or  caliber,  some  are  broken, 
and  nearly  all  of  them  dirty.  Horse  equipments  are  in  bad  order,  and 
there  is  a deficiency  of  currycombs.  The  animals  are  mostly  lean  and 
puny,  chiefly  mules  and  but  few  well  groomed.  Many  are  only  excuses 
to  escape  infantry  service.  Accouterments  are  deficient.  Ammunition 
is  not  evenly  distributed,  and  there  is  none  for  some  calibers,  as  Spence’s 
rifles,  a Virginia  musket  1814,  &c.  Descriptive  lists  of  animals  are  cor- 
rectly kept.  The  Roswell  Battalion  being  all  on  pi(;ket  duty  could  not 
be  inspected.  It  is  composed  of  two  companies,  and  has  no  field  or 
staff.  Company  A is  composed  of  men  who  were  operatives  in  the 
mills  at  Roswell,  Ga.,  and  organized  into  a battalion  of  140  men,  infan- 
try, artillery,  and  cavalry,  under  the  act  for  local  defense. 

When  Roswell  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  Captain  King,  com- 
manding battalion,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  J.  Wright, 
who  reorganized  the  local  battalion  into  a permanent  company,  ordered 
the  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  turned  into  the  arsenal  at  Atlanta,  and 
mounted  the  men.  At  the  surrender  of  Atlanta  Captain  King  was 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Cobb,  and  by  him  to  General  Iverson, 
who  assigned  the  company  to  Hannon’s  brigade.  This  company  was 
reorganized  by  consent  of  Colonel  Browne,  chief  of  ‘conscription.  State 
of  Georgia,  at  the  request  of  General  Cobb.  The  men  at  present  in 
Company  A have  never  belonged  to  companies  in  the  field,  but  were 
all  detailed  by  the  Conscript  Bureau.  Such  as  were  detailed  from  the 
field  deserted.  Muster-rolls  of  the  reorganization  were  forwarded 
through  General  Cobb,  and  at  the  same  time  lists  of  the  deserters 
were  furnished  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  Though  mustered  as 
mounted,  many  of  the  men  have  never  been  mounted.  Arms  are 
deficient  in  number  and  not  uniform  in  kind  in  both  Company  A and 
Comi^any  B.  Company  B,  commanded  by  Captain  Zachry,  was  mus- 
tered into  service  1st  September,  1864,  by  Captain  King,  who  received 
authority  from  General  Cobb  to  add  a company  to  his  command.  It  is 
composed  of  youths  between  fifteen  and  eighteen  years  of  age.  It  is 
said  to  be  the  desire  of  Company  A to  be  attached  to  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Alabama  Battalion.  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  why 
Company  A should  not  be  distributed  among  the  regular  troops  and 
Company  B attached  to  a regiment  of  Georgia  State  Reserves.  The 
attention  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  Georgia  has 
been  invited  to  many  of  the  above-mentioned  deficiencies  and  to  the 
cases  of  certain  officers  who  should  be  retired  or  dropped.  General 
Iverson’s  troops  are  actively  engaged  as  scouts  and  on  picket  duty 
from  Sister’s  Ferry,  on  the  Savannah  River,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Alta- 
maha,  the  Fifth  Kentucky  Regiment  Mounted  Infantry,  and  the  Bos- 
well (Georgia)  Battalion  being  so  distant  and  scattered  that  they  could 
not  be  reached.  Ferguson’s  brigade  being  on  the  right  of  the  Alta- 
maha,  near  Hawkinsville,  and  engaged  on  a march  which  would 
consume  two  weeks,  with  a probability  of  being  continued  much  longer, 
could  not  be  inspected.  It  being  impossible  to  obtain  blank  inspection 
reports  in  Georgia  or  Alabama,  this  report  has  been  furnished  without 
their  aid.  In  view  of  the  obstacles  to  inspecting  the  few  troops  at 
present  in  Georgia  I have  determined  to  return  to  Alabama.  Letters 
will  reach  me  at  Mobile,  in  care  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Maury. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  G.  DEVEREUX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  14.  j Wilmington j February  10^  1865. 

I.  The  means  of  transportation  in  this  department  for  operations  in 
the  field  will  be  distributed  as  follows : Army  headquarters,  one  4-horse 
wagon  5 in  spec  tor -general  and  assistants,  one  4-horse  wagon  j chief 
quartermaster  and  chief  commissary  and  assistants,  one  4-horse  wagon; 
chief  ordnance  officer  and  assistants,  one  4 -horse  wagon ; chief  engineer 
and  assistants,  one  4*horse  wagon ; medical  director  and  assistants,  one 
4-horse  wagon;  division  headquarters,  two  4-horse  wagons  and  one 
6-horse  wagon;  brigade  headquarters,  one  4horse  wagon;  military 
court,  one  4-horse  wagon.  The  transportation  for  division  and  brigade 
headquarters  includes  the  personal  staff,  engineers,  signal  corps,  and 
medical  officers,  and  other  officers  of  the  general  staff,  except  those 
hereinafter  mentioned.  Chief  quartermaster  and  chief  commissary  of 
division,  with  assistants,  one  4-horse  wagon;  regimental  headquarters, 
including  field  and  staff*  and  company  officers,  one  4-horse  wagon; 
division  headquarters,  for  forage  for  animals,  two  4-horse  wagons;  bri- 
gade headquarters,  for  forage  for  animals,  three  4-horse  wagons;  pio- 
neer party  and  provost  guard  of  division,  one  4-horse  wagon;  each 
regiment  exceeding  500  men  actually  present,  for  cooking  utensils,  two 
4-horse  wagons;  each  regiment  not  exceeding  500  men,  for  cooking 
utensils,  one  4-liorse  wagon;  each  division,  for  medical  supplies,  one 
4-horse  wagon;  each  brigade,  for  medical  supplies,  one  4-horse  wagon; 
to  every  375  men,  for  ordnance  supplies  in  brigade  train,  one  4-horse 
wagon ; to  same  in  division  train,  one  4-horse  wagon ; headquarters,  each 
artillery  battalion,  including  quartermaster  and  surgeon,  one  4-horse 
wagon;  company  officers,  each  artillery  battalion,  one  4-horse  wagon; 
each  artillery  battalion,  for  medical  supplies,  one  2-horse  wagon ; every 
500  men  actually  present,  for  cooking  utensils,  one  4-horse  wagon;  each 
battery  of  artillery,  for  forage  and  commissary  supplies,  one  2-horse 
wagon. 

II.  The  general  supi^ly  train  and  transportation  for  blacksmith^s 
tools  are  not  affected  by  this  order. 

III.  The  transportation  will  be  the  same  for  cavalry  as  for  infantry, 
with  the  following  exceptions:  To  every  200  horses  in  each  brigade,  for 
forage,  one  4 horse  wagon;  each  squadron,  for  shoeing  tools,  one  pack- 
mule;  each  regiment  for  ammunition,  one  pack-mule. 

IV.  All  wagons  in  excess  of  the  foregoing  allowance  will  be  immedi- 
ately turned  over  to  the  chief  quartermaster,  who  is  especially  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistan t A djutant-  General. 


Charleston,  February  lo^  1865. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Ge^ieral : 

In  the  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  there 
are  106  guns,  now  organized  and  equipped  as  mounted  artillery.  Of 
these,  all  but  three  batteries,  twelve  guns,  are  at  this  time  serving  in 
South  Carolina.  Each  of  these  batteries  consists  of  four  guns,  &c., 
but  there  are  no  general  or  field  officers  serving  with  them.  I propose 
to  inspect  these  several  batteries  early  next  week,  wherever  they  may 
be,  with  a view  to  their  organization,  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions. I deem  it,  however,  of  great  importance  that  a brigadier-general 
be  at  once  appointed  to  their  command,  and  Lieutenant-General  Har- 
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(lee,  cominaiidiiig  the  (le])artmeiit,  concurring,  I respectfully  recom- 
mend for  this  position  Col.  A.  J.  Gonzales,  for  more  than  two  years  and 
a half  chief  of  artillery  of  this  department,  and  now  the  senior  colonel 
of  artillery. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  PEMBEltTON, 
Lieutenant- Colo7iel,  Artillery^  &c. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Kespectfully  forwarded  approved. 

Colonel  Gonzales  is  chief  of  artillery  in  this  department,  and  his  long 
experience,  his  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  artillery,  and  liis 
great  industry  and  zeal,  fully  entitle  him  to  the  position  of  brigadier- 
general  of  artillery. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  Oeiieral. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  W.  EIELY, 

Major  and  Assista^it  Adjutaiit- General, 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  F.  HoJce, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  February  10,  1865. 


Command. 


STAFF. 

General 

Second  Di.strict 

Third  District 

Total 


INFANTRY. 

Second  District 

Third  District 

Hoke’s  division 

Total 


HEAVY  ARTILLERY. 

Second  District 

Third  District 

Total 


LIGHT  ARTILLERY. 

Second  District 

Third  District 

Total 


CAVALRY. 

Second  District 

Third  District 

Total 

Engineer  troops 

Signal  Corps 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery. 

Officers. 

6 

1 

1 

7 

13 

9 

3 

3 

12 

12 

4 

4 

11 

19 

4 

4 

23 

36 

163 

2,  229 

2,318 

2,622 

5,  309 

79 

1,093 

1,236 

1,408 

2,  282 

380 

4,  586 

4,  826 

5,  568 

11,823 

622 

7,  908 

8,  380 

9,  598 

19,  414 

7 

165 

198 

249 

457 

17 

189 

310 

354 

461 

24 

354 

508 

003 

918 

18 

527 

561 

624 

806 

20 

20 

532 

571 

612  j 

732 

25 

38 

1,  059 

1, 132 

1,  236  j 

1,538 

45 

29 

1 

455 

488 

538 

695 

31 

546  ; 

574 

646 

908 

60 

1,001  , 

1,  062 

1, 184  ' 

1,603 

3 

82  i 

83 

93  1 

98 

1 

31 

31 

32 

38 

767 

1 

10, 439 

11,  200 

12,  769 

23,  645 

45 

Note. — General  Bragg  is  absent  under  orders. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen. 
Robert  F.  Rohe,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  February  10,  1865. 


SECOND  MILITARY  DISTRICT. 


Brig.  Geu.  Lawrence  S.  Baker. 


First  Sub-District,  Goldshorougb , N.  C. 

Col.  Stephen  D.  Pool. 

3d  Junior  Reserves^  Lieut.  Col.  William 
F.  French. 

Senior  Reserves  (battalion),  Maj.  Boaz  F. 
Hooks. 

Senior  Reserves  (one  company),  Capt.  J. 
Dawson. 

Senior  Reserves  (one  company),  * Capt. 
John  B.  Griswold. 

10th  Rorth  Carolina,  Company  F,  Lieut. 
Richard  W.  Evans. 

Keiiy^s  battery  (detachment),  Lieut.  W. 
A.  Evans. 

Third  Sub- District,  Fort  Branch. 

Col.  Frank  S.  Armistead. 

1st  Junior  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 
W.  Broadloot. 

68th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 
C.  Yellowley. 

6th  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Companies 
A and  F,  Capt.  Barton  R.  Brown. 
Dickson’s  battery  (Company  E,  13th  Bat- 
talion), Capt.  Henry  Dickson. 
Lee’s  (Alabama)  battery,  Capt.  Edgar  J. 
Lee 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery  (detach- 
ments Companies  B,  G,  and  H), 
Capt.  Daniel  Cogdell. 


Second  Sub-District,  Kinston. 

Col.  John  N.  Whitford. 

67th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Rufus 
W.  Wharton. 

Provost  Guard,  Capt.  Allen  Croom. 

8th  Georgia  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt. 
Patrick  Gray. 

6th  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Maj.  John 
J.  Spann. 

13th  North  Carolina  Battalion  Light  Ar- 
tillery, Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Starr. 


Fourth  Sub-District,  Weldon. 

Col.  William  F.  Martin. 

2d  Junior  Reserves,  Col.  JohnH.  Ander- 
son. 

Ist  Battalion  Junior  Reserves,  Maj. 
David  T.  Millard. 

Strange’s  cavalry  company,  Capt.  James 
W.  Strange. 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery  (detach- 
ment Company  K),  Lieut.  John  M. 
Blount. 

Webb’s  Light  Battery  (Company  A,  13th 
Battalion),  Capt.  Lewis  H.  Webb. 


THIRD  military  DISTRICT. 


Fort  Andet'son. 

Col.  John  J.  Hedrick. 

40th  North  Carolina  (six  companies),  Maj. 
William  A.  Holland. 

1st  North  Carolina 
Battalion,  Com- 
pany Coast 
Guard  (unat- 
tached), North 
Carolina  Troops, 

36th  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Light  Artillery. 

3d  North  Carolina  Battalion,  Company 

A,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Ellis. 

3d  North  Carolina  Battalion,  Company 

B,  Capt.  William  Badham,  jr. 

3d  North  Carolina  Battalion  (detach- 
ments), Company  C,  Lieut.  Alfred 
M.  Darden. 

10th  North  Carolina  (detachment).  Com- 
pany I.,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Souther- 
land. 

Sampson  Artillery,  Capt.  Abner  A. 
Moseley. 

Staunton  Hill  (Virginia)  Battery,  Capt. 
Andrew  B.  Paris. 


Post  of  Wilmington. 

Col.  George  Jackson. 

2d  North  Carolina  Battalion  (one  com- 
pany), Capt.  Armand  L.  De  Rosset. 

8th  North  Carolina  Senior  Reserves, 
Col.  Almond  A.  McKoy. 

Batteries  at  the  obstructions. 

Col.  Peter  C.  Gaillard. 

13th  North  Carolina,  Company  D (detach- 
ment) McDougald’s  unattached 
company,  Capt.  W.  J.  McDougald. 

Naval  detachments. 


Lieut.  Col.  John 
D.  Taylor,  36th 
North  Carolina 
Regiment. 


Serving  as  provost  guard. 
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, ENGINEER  TROOPS. 

2d  Engineers,  Company  A,  Capt.  John  C.  Winder. 
SIGNAL  CORPS. 

Lieut.  George  C.  Bain. 

CAVALRY. 

2d  South  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  J.  Lipscomb, 
hoke’s  division. 


Maj.  Gen.  Robert  F.  Hoke. 


Clingman’s  Brigade. 

8th  North  Carolina. 

31st  North  Carolina. 

51st  North  Carolina. 

6l8t  North  Carolina. 

Colquitt’s  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  T.  Zachry. 

6th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  Sampson  W. 
Harris. 

19th  Georgia,  Col.  James  H.  Neal. 

23d  Georgia. 

27th  Georgia. 

28th  Georgia. 


Hagood’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Johnson  Hagood. 

7th  South  Carolina  Battalion,  Lieut. 
Col.  James  H.  Rion. 

11th  South  Carolina,  Col.  F.  Hay  Gantt. 
21st  South  Carolina,  Col.  Robert  F. 
Graham. 

25th  South  Carolina,  Col.  Charles  H. 
Simonton. 

27th  South  Carolina. 

Kirkland’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Kirkland. 

17th  North  Carolina. 

42d  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  E.  Brown. 
50th  North  Carolina. 

66th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  H.  Neth- 
ercutt. 


[February  11,  1865. — For  General  Orders  No.  2,  from  headquar- 
ters Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  granting  pardon  to  deserters, 
&c.,  see  Vol.  XLYI,  Part  II,  p.  1229.] 


[February  11,  1865. — For  General  Orders,  No.  4,  from  headquar- 
ters Armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  relating  to  men  leaving  their 
proper  commands  to  join  others,  &c.,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  1230.] 


[February  11, 1865. — For  Beauregard  to  Cooper  (two  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  &c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1047.] 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  llj  1865, 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond.,  Va.: 

Prisoners  are  still  here  and  at  Florence.  They  should  be  removed 
forthwith  to  a sate  locality. 


G.  T.  BEAUKEGAED. 
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Columbia,  S.  G.,  February  11,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond,  Ya. : 

It  is  deemed  best  that  prisoners  at  Florence  be  sent  to  Salisbury 
rather  than  prison  near  this  place.  General  Bragg  can  probably 
furnish  500  men  to  guard  them.  Please  give  the  necessary  orders. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAKD. 


Bichmond,  Ya.,  February  11,  1865. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

Your  telegrams  of  the  9th  and  10th  received.  The  indications  sug- 
gest Charleston  as  the  objective  point,  and  if  you  have  supplies  inside 
the  works  and  General  Beauregard  has  the  hoped-for  success  in  con- 
centrating the  army  and  in  raising  auxiliary  forces  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina,  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  will,  I hope,  be  reduced  to 
operations  on  the  sea  front  and  be  finally  defeated. 

Your  wishes  in  regard  to  Generals  Allen  and  Mercer  have  been  noted 
and  inquiry  made  for  a good  brigadier  of  Georgia  who  is  unassigned. 
In  the  meantime  you  will  please  send  on  a nomination,  as  I may  not 
find  one.  Where  is  Major-General  Martin,  of  the  cavalry  Why  is  he 
not  in  command  of  his  division  ? 

JEFF’N  DAYIS. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C.: 

Hampton  having  no  troops  yet  to  operate  with  I have  placed  him  in 
command  of  this  city  and  vicinity. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

By  late  movements  of  the  enemy  it  is  apparent  that  he  intends  to 
move  upon  Charleston,  or  to  cut  olf  your  communications  along  the 
. Northeastern  Eailroad.  It  is  therefore  advisable  that  you  proceed  to 
execute  as  soon  as  possible  the  movement  agreed  upon  the  2d  instant. 
Guard  well  your  left  flank  and  the  crossings  of  the  Santee. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

General  Beauregard  : 

Do  you  direct  that  the  agreement  made  on  the  2d  instant  be  carried 
into  effect  immediately  ? Please  answer  at  once. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant’  General. 


1158  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Having  much  to  attend  to  here  and  having  given  yon  my  views  rela- 
tive to  your  future  movements,  I do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  visit 
Charleston  now,  especially  being  unwell  to-day.  I have  ordered 
Wheeler  to  support  Stevenson,  and  Cheatham  to  come  here  soon  as 
practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  S.  C.: 

My  dispatch  was  written  under  supposition  you  still  held  lower  Com- 
bahee  line,  and  I advised  shortening  your  coast  line  to  the  Edisto, 
thence  to  Branchville,  in  anticipation  of  other  movement  since  recom- 
mended. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Send  here  soon  as  practicable  the  siege-train  guns  and  all  available 
rifled  guns  on  siege  carriages,  with  their  ammunition. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C.: 

Should  General  Eipley  be  still  in  Charleston  in  quire  for  reason  he  has 
not  joined  his  brigade  in  Augusta,  and  order  him  there  forthwith,  via 
Columbia.  Should  he  disobey,  send  him  in  arrest. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11,  1865. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  8.  C.: 

Have  you  constructed  a bridge  across  Santee  above  or  below  North- 
eastern Eailroad  bridge  ? Use  ferry  and  rice  boats  along  that  river. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  11, 1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Order  all  ferry-boats  along  Santee  destroyed  or  sunk  along  north 
bank  of  river,  if  not  required  for  bridge  above  or  below  Northeastern 
Eailroad  bridge. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Columbia,  S.  0.,  February  11^  1865. 


General  Hardee, 

Charleston^  S.  C. : 

General  Hood  is  not  in  Columbia. 


JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[February  11,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1070.] 


City,  February  11,  1865 — 10.15  p.  m. 

Fleet- Officer  Tucker, 

Ram  Charleston: 

Enemy  attacked  Simkins  to-nigbt.  Barges  reported  between  Morris 
Island  and  Fort  Johnson.  Please  send  out  your  iron-clads  and  drive 
them  off. 

HAKDEE, 

General. 


Charleston,  February  11,  1865 — 1.35  p.  m. 

Col.  W.  D.  Pickett: 

What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  on  your  front  5 and  what  news  from 
WheelePs  cavalry  ? 

WM.  J.  HARDEE, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
February  11,  1865. 

Lieut.  F.  M.  Hall, 

Engineer  Corps.,  Adams’’  Run,  S.  C.: 

Proceed  to  Parker’s  Ferry  with  your  force  to  defend  the  crossing. 
Make  no  clearing  except  underbrush  and  no  work  heavier  than  rifle 
pits.  Bring  your  force  to  city  as  soon  as  this  is  finished  for  discharge. 

W.  H.  ECHOLS, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 


Colonel  Rhett, 

Battery  Bee: 


City,  February  11,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 


Send  Le  Gardeur’s  battery  as  soon  as  possible. 

P.  N.  PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Battery  Bee,  February  11,  186^^—4.15  p.  m. 

Colonel  Rhett, 

Corner  Vanderhorst  and  Thomas  Streets,  City , 

General  Pemberton  will  be  at  Fort  Sumter  at  OtXi  this  p.  m. 

P.  N.  PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


11  GO 
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Birds’  Place, 

Two  Miles  from  BoyaVs^  February  11^  1865 — 12  m. 
Captain  Heyward: 

Captain:  We  advanced  this  morning  to  A.  Patterson’s  place,  two 
miles  and  a half  from  Royal’s.  The  enemy  had  been  there  yesterday, 
and,  from  information  gathered  from  the  negroes,  found  it  advisable  to 
give  up  the  attempt  to  find  their  position  in  the  day.  They  told  me 
that  they  were  in  the  Edisto  Swamp,  near  the  bridge,  and  in  the  woods 
in  rear  of  Mr.  Patterson’s,  on  the  left  of  the  road  going  from  this  place. 
Their  information  I believe  to  be  tolerably  correct  as  to  the  position  of 
the  enemy  last  evening,  and  it  may  be  so  to-day,  as  on  our  return  we 
saw  tracks  of  men  entering  the  road  on  our  right  (Edisto),  following 
upon  our  tracks  some  distance,  and  then  crossing  the  road  to  the  left 
about  one  mile  and  a half  from  Royal’s  (where  the  Branch ville  road 
joins  the  Charleston  road).  We  intend  scouting  it  thoroughly  to  night 
if  practicable. 

JNO.  a.  SAMS, 

Private. 


Orangeburg,  February  if,  1865. 

(Receivefl  10  a.  m.) 

General  McLaws  : 

The  party  reported  to  have  crossed  below  retired  upon  the  approach 
of  re-enforcements.  I am  making  every  effort  to  ascertain  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  in  the  forks.  I will  concentrate  my  forces  and  wait 
further  developments. 

C.  L.  STEYEKSON^ 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  11, 1865. 

(Received  11.45  a.  m.) 

General  McLaws  : 

The  enemy  have  not  yet  crossed.  I think  the  main  force  is  in  front 
and  above  this  place.  I will  withdraw  Pettus  from  Rowe’s  Bridge  to- 
night, replacing  him  by  such  cavalry  as  I can  get,  concentrating  my 
force  here,  and  await  further  developments.  There  seems  to  be  no  force 
at  and  below  Rowe’s. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Orangebttrg,  [February]  11,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

The  enemy  are  skirmishing  Avitli  my  infantry  in  front  of  this  place. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  11,  1865 — 11.50. 

(Received  12.45.) 

Major-General  McLaws: 

The  enemy  have  driven  my  skirmishers  across  the  river  at  this  place, 
and  the  bridge  is  being  destroyed. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

In  the  Fields  February  11,  1865. 

General  McLaws, 

Branchvillej  IS.  C.  : 

General  : Having  learned  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  at  a 
point  two  miles  above  Eowe’s  Station,  I sent  a scout  to  ascertain  the 
facts.  Since  I sent  the  scout  Lieut.  I).  E.  Wilson,  who  commands  my 
pickets  at  Eowe’s  Pump,  sends  me  a courier  stating  that  it  is  false  as 
to  enemy  having  crossed  river.  There  has  no  enemy  crossed  river  as 
yet.  I have  a scout  gone  to  said  point  at  this  time,  who  will  report  to 
me  to-night.  If  anything  should  take  place  worthy  of  note  I will  dis- 
patch you  at  once.  Lieutenant  Wilson  dispatches  me  that  some  of  our 
cavalry  had  crossed  river  on  scout.  On  returning  to  river,  the  infan- 
try pickets  took  fright  and  ran  off,  reporting  the  enemy  when  it  was 
our  own  men.  Lieutenant  Wilson  dispatches  this  as  coming  from  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  who  commands  infantry  force  at  said  pump  and  bridge. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LILLAED, 

Captain^  Commanding  Fifth  Regiment  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  If  1865. 

Major-General  Stevenson, 

Orangeburg j S.  C. : 

It  is  desirable  to  hold  the  line  referred  to  long  as  practicable. 
Wheeler  says  he  left  you  800  cavalry.  Where  are  they? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  II,  1865. 

Major-General  Stevenson, 

Orangeburg^  8.  C. : 

General  Beauregard  wishes  you  to  communicate  directly  with  him  at 
this  place.  Your  dispatches  will  then  be  laid  before  Governor  Magrath. 

JEO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  February  II,  1865 — 9.40  p.  m. 

General  Stevenson  : 

It  is  desirable  to  hold  your  iiresent  line  as  long  as  practicable,  but  at 
the  same  time  you  must  use  your  discretion  so  as  not  to  jeopardize  your 
command. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg^  February  II,  1865. 

(feneral  Pettits, 

Commanding,  Ae. : 

General  : March  your  troops  at  once  to  this  place.  Get  in  com- 
munication with  the  cavalry,  and  direct  the  commander  to  occupy  the 
position  near  Eowe’s  Bridge. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  C.  L.  Stevenson : 

J.  W.  EATCHFOED, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg^  February  11^  1865. 

General  Pettus, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : Let  Henderson,  after  crossing  Four  Hole  Swamp,  instead 
of  stopping  at  the  crossing,  move  down  to  Sandy  Eun  and  report  to 
General  McLaws. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Stevenson: 

J.  W.  EATOHFOED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Orangeburg y February  11,  1865. 

Colonel  Henderson, 

Commanding  Cmnming^s  Brigade: 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  General  Stevenson  to  inform  you  that 
tlie  enemy  have  crossed  below  you,  and  to  direct  you  to  have  your  men 
formed  so  as  to  meet  him.  Send  out  scouts  and  ascertain  the  true 
state  of  affairs. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  KATCHFOED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia,  8.  C.,  Febrtiary  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  General  Beauregard  directs  me  to  say  that  General 
Stevenson  has  been  forced  back  beyond  the  North  Fork  of  the  Edisto 
in  the  direction  of  Orangeburg,  which  would  indicate  an  easterly  move 
by  the  enemy,  and  that  the  move  toward  Aiken  must  be  a feint,  and 
desires  that  you  move,  with  all  the  force  you  can  spare,  to  his  supimrt. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Orangeburg,  February  11,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Coynmanding  Cavalry  Corps: 

General:  The  following  disi)atch  has  just  been  received  from  Gen- 
eral Hardee,  dated  Charleston,  February  11,  1805: 

Place  yourself  in  communication  with  Wheeler  aud  order  him  peremptorily  to  send 
cavalry  to  protect  the  flanks  of  Stevenson  and  McLaws.  He  telegraphed  me  yester- 
day that  he  had  ordered  1,300  cavalry  to  me,  which  1 hope  may  yet  come. 

This  dispatch  is,  I presume,  in  answer  to  a dispatch  of  mine,  stating 
that  only  100  had  reported  to  McLaws  and  100  to  iStevenson.  General 
Hardee  wishes  Col.  D.  G.  White  to  report  to  department  headquarters 
as  inspector  of  cavalry.  The  enemy  have  just  appeared  in  front  of  this 
position.  They  are  understood  to  have  crossed  at  Holman’s  and  Dun- 
can’s Bridges,  so  it  looks  as  if  they  were  advancing  north. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  PICKETT, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Inspector- General, 
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Headquarters,  February  11,  1865 — 6 a.  m. 

General  Wheeler  : 

I liave  a force  of  about  3,000  men,  including  the  Georgia  militia. 
They  are  located  on  this  side  of  Big  Horse  Greek  to  defend  the  cross- 
ing. I will  send  General  J.  A.  Smith,  with  Cleburne’s  division,  about 
1,000  men,  to  Graniteville  to  assist  you  in  protecting  that  i)lace.  I will 
be  on  the  road  from  Augusta  to  Graniteville.  Send  all  dispatches 
through  General  Jim  Smith. 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 

Major-General. 

Watch  well  to  my  left  flank.  All  is  open  from  this  road  to  the  river. 
I would  like  to  have  ten  couriers.  I will  be  near  Bath  Mills  during 
the  morning.  You  may  be  able  to  communicate  by  telegraph. 


Bath  Mills,  February  11,  1865. 

General  Wheeler: 

I sent  General  Smith,  in  charge  of  about  1,000  or  1,200  men,  to 
Graniteville  early  this  morning;  I think  with  his  aid  you  can  hold  that 
place.  General  Bate,  with  700  more,  is  at  Little  Horse  Creek,  seven 
miles  from  Graniteville;  I have  a brigade  at  that  place. 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Augusta,  Ga., 
February  11,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  : Your  telegram  of  3.45  p.  m.  yesterday  did  not  reach  me  till 
2 o’clock  this  morning.  I hope  that  you  will  not  depend  upon  the  tele- 
graph ; ’tis  too  uncertain.  Two  efficient  staff  officers  were  at  once  sent 
out  to  look  up  the  quartermaster  and  get  oft’  the  corn.  The  depot 
quartermasters,  you  know,  are  always  lazy  except  about  a personal 
speculation  or  a sharp  operation  versus  the  Government.  The  corn 
has  been  got  oft’  by  those  staft’  officers,  and  not  by  the  other  worthy 
gentlemen.  I fully  appreciate  the  difficulties  mentioned  by  you  as 
arising  from  details.  This  parricidal  [practice]  breaks  up  discipline,  as 
well  as  weakens  your  command.  I myself  saw,  with  Major  Millen, 
nearly  if  not  altogether  as  many  men  driving  cows  as  there  were  cows 
in  the  lot.  Such  ignoble  service  must  destroy  the  manliness  of  the 
cow-drivers.  1 1 egret  very  much  the  delay  about  the  corn.  I want  to 
help  you  all  I can.  I do  trust  that  you  may  be  able  to  concentrate  and 
beat  that  marauding  rascal,  Kilpatrick. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

February  11,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  District  of  Georgia,  Augusta : 

General:  You  told  me  your  orders  were  to  burn  the  cotton  in 
Augusta  when  the  enemy  had  approached  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
city.  I beg  that  this  may  not  be  done.  We  would  feel  very  badly  to 
burn  so  much  cotton  if  the  enemy  should  not  reach  the  city.  I feel 
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that  the  spirit  of  General  Beauregard’s  order  could  be  carried  out  and 
still  delay  the  business  until  the  enemy  reaches  the  river  bank  at  Ham- 
burg. This  certainly  could  be  done  if  pitch  and  tar  were  held  in  readi- 
ness to  facilitate  the  burning. 

Eespectfully^  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


General  Wheeler: 


Gbaniteville,  February  11,  1865. 

(Eeceived  1 p.  m.) 


A strong  infantry  force  will  be  here  by  2 o’clock.  I congratulate  you 
on  your  success.  Many  stragglers  from  your  command? 

Eespectfully, 


D.  H.  HILL, 
Major- General. 


General  Wheeler; 


Gbaniteville,  February  11,  1865. 

(Eeceived  2.30.) 


I am  here  with  Cleburne’s  division,  Cheatham’s  corps j 1,200  men. 
Communicate  with  me. 


J.  A.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Goldsborough,  February  11,  1865. 

(Eeceived  8.40.) 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

(Care  General  Cooper,  Eichmond.) 

Eeliable  scouts  report  five  regiments  (about  3,000  men)  arrived  at 
Moreheadj  part  have  come  to  Eew  Berne.  Large  number  of  negroes 
cutting  cross-ties.  Eoads  bad  at  present.  This  is  corroborated  by  a 
lady  just  come  out  from  Eew  Berne,  who  says  a division  had  arrived 
a day  or  two  after  Grant  left. 

Eespectfully, 

L.  S.  BAKEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  11,  1865. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

I fear  the  removal  of  headquarters  from  here  immediately  after  the 
transfer  of  troops  to  the  east  will  have  a depressing  effect  upon  the 
country. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  11,  1865. 

Col.  G.  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

The  quartermaster  here  reports  that  it  will  require  six  weeks  to  ship 
stores  necessary  for  the  use  and  subsistence  of  the  army,  as  the  mules 
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wil]  have  to  wait  at  Midway  for  the  wagons  and  tlie  wagons  are  lightly 
it  at  all  loaded.  Would  it  not  he  better  to  send  them  across  the 
country  in  view  of  the  delays'?  I refer  to  trains  of  the  army.  Please 
answer. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


[February  12,  1865. — For  Beauregard  to  Lee,  reporting  oiierations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1048.] 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12.,  1865. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  General-in-Chief : 

General  Butler  has  several  hundred  serviceable  horses  in  Lancaster 
and  Fairfield  which  can  be  foraged  only  about  twenty  days  in  recruit- 
ing camps.  General  Hampton  and  myself  recommend  that  they  be 
brought  here  for  Young’s  brigade  to  protect  our  communication,  now 
seriously  threatened  by  enemy.  Forage  is  abundant  and  horses  can 
be  better  supplied  and  cared  for  here. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-  Chief,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Dispatch  of  8th  just  received.  General  Taylor  reported  Twenty- third 
Corps  having  left  Middle  Tennessee  to  join  Sherman.  Prisoners  and 
deserters  report  Nineteenth  and  Twenty -third  with  Sherman.  Lieuten- 
ant McAdams  just  from  Savannah  reported  about  7th  instant  one 
division  of  Nineteenth  Corps  formed  garrison  of  that  city,  but  Twenty- 
third  had  not  arrived.  I have  heard  nothing  more  on  subject  since 
leaving  Augusta. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in- Chief,  Richmond,  Va. : 

1 earnestly  recommend,  for  the  good  of  the  service  and  cause,  that 
General  Hampton  be  promoted  temporarily  to  command  all  the  cavalry 
of  this  department,  which  cannot  be  rendered  otherwise  as  efiective  as 
jiresent  emergencies  demand.  Major-General  Wheeler,  who  ranks  only 
a few  days,  is  a modest,  zealous,  gallant,  and  indefatigable  ofiicer, 
but  lie  cannot  properly  control  and  direct  successfully  so  large  a corps 
of  cavalry. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Am  informed  General  Ripley  is  again  in  Richmond,  notwithstanding 
repeated  orders  to  join  his  brigade,  now  fronting  enemy  near  Augusta. 
1 request  he  be  ordered  to  his  iiost  forthwith. 

G,  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 9.30  iJ.  m. 
Capt.  A.  E.  Chisolm  : 

(Care  of  Col.  T.  T>.  Wagner,  Charleston,  S.  C.) 

I Avill  leave  here  to- morrow  for  Charleston. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


[February  12,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Davis,  rei^orting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1071.] 


I February  12,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Cooper,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1071.] 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Be  careful  enemy  do  not  strike  Northeastern  Eailroad  and  bridge  by 
passing  between  Four  Hole  Swamp  and  Santee.  Guard  well  that  bridge 
and  crossings  of  that  river. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

You  can  better  judge  of  the  precise  moment  for  commencing  the 
movement  referred  to  in  your  telegram  of  yesterday.  I am  of  opinion 
that  you  have  not  much  time  to  lose  to  accomplish  it  successfully. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


' Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Wheeler  reported  he  had  gone  toward  Augusta  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions,  leaving  1,400  men  to  support  Stevenson  and  McLaws. 
Former  officer  reports  not  having  yet  seen  them.  Present  management 
of  the  cavalry  surpasses  my  understanding. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C.: 

General  Eipley’s  leave  was  canceled  by  War  Department.  He 
ought  to  be  with  his  command,  now  fronting  enemy  near  Augusta. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Columbia,  S.  G.,  February  12^  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department^  Charleston,  8.  C.: 

General  Wheeler  reports  having  defeated  Kilpatrick  at  Johnson^s 
Turnout,  near  Aiken.  I shall  congratulate  him.  Keep  Colonel  Clarke 
i'or  present. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 9.02  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

General  Stevenson  informs  me  he  will  commence  retiring  to-night  on 
Kingsville  and  this  place.  You  must  hold  enemy  in  check  behind 
Four  Hole  Swnmp  and  Sandy  Run  to  the  Santee,  and  effectively  guard 
crossings  of  that  river  to  the  Wateree,  or  enemy  may  reach  North- 
eastern Railroad  before  your  movement  shall  have  been  completed; 
hence  necessity  of  xirompb  action  on  your  j)art.  I will  leave  here 
to-morrow,  if  x)ossible,  to  join  you. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Have  already  informed  you  where  Wheeler’s  cavalry  is,  in  obedience 
to  your  instructions,  as  he  reports.  I have  ordered  him  to  return,  but 
you  must  rely  on  other  arrangements  for  the  protection  of  the  flank 
referred  to. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charleston,  [February]  12,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

In  consequence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  coast  you  will 
retire  from  your  ])osition  at  once,  falling  back  in  this  direction.  Send 
what  is  left  of  Conner’s  brigade  to  this  point,  and  also  Riser’s  brigade; 
cars  will  be  sent  to  George’s  Station  or  any  other  point  you  may  desig- 
nate for  these  troops.  Answer. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenayit-  General. 


Charleston,  February  12,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Place  riser’s  brigade  on  the  train  which  has  been  sent  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  hold  it  at  Ridgeville  Station  subject  to  order. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee; 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Columbia,  S.  C.,  Fehruary  12,  1865—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  Stevenson, 

Orangeburg, 

Be  careful  that  no  Government  stores  are  .lost  as  you  retire.  Save 
telegraph  wire  if  possible,  and  destroy  roads  and  bridges  as  you  fall 
back. 

By  order  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Major-General  McLaws.) 


General  Stevenson, 

Orangeburg,  8.  C. : 
One  train  now  at  Kingsville. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865. 


Another  will  be  there  at  3 p.  m.  * 
JKO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1865—7.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  Stevenson, 

Kingsville,  or  farther  if  7iot  at  Kingsville,  8.  C. : 

Guard  well  the  bridge  over  the  Congaree,  and  destroy  it  only  when 
forced  to  retire. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Orangeburg,  February  12,  1865. 

(Received  10.35.) 

General  McLaws  : 

Very  heavy  skirmishing  at  Shilling’s  Bridge.  The  enemy  are  engag- 
ing us  at  this  front  with  artillery  placed  in  position  last  night. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Orangeburg,  February  12,  1865. 

(Received  12  o’clock.) 

General  McLaws: 

When  I retire  from  the  Edisto  I will  cross  a brigade  at  Five  Notch 
crossing  at  Four  Hole  Swamp,  and  order  them  to  Sandy  Run  to  you. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Rowe’s  Bridge,  S.  C., 

February  12,  1865 — 12  m. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Branchville,  8.  C,: 

General  : The  enemy  have  made  their  appearance  in  my  frout,  driv- 
ing my  vedettes  from  the  river  to  the  works.  They  are  in  considerable 
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force.  I caimot  tell  whether  infantry  or  cavalry — they  are  dismounted 
and  in  the  swamp.  I think  they  will  attempt  a crossing  at  this  point. 
I will  hold  them  in  check  as  well  as  I can.  When  I am  driven  from  the 
river  I will  fall  back  on  the  Orangeburg  road.  I will  dispatch  you 
when  I am  driven  from  river. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LILLARD, 

Captain,  Com^nanding  Detachment  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


Battery  Bee,  February  12, 1865 — 9.25  p.  m. 

Captain  PagtE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Sumter : 

Another  report  just  from  Andersoiiville.  Twelve  vessels  of  different 
kinds  are  quietly  anchored  in  the  bay.  Two  or  three  gone  in  the  direc- 
tion of  McClellanville. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 


Battery  Bee,  February  12,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 


Captain  Paoe, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City: 

Thirteen  steamers  arrived  in  Bulks  Bay  at  8 o’clock  this  a.  m. 

BOYLSTON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Battery  Bee,  February  12,  1865—3.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Pade, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sumter: 

Two  or  three  more  steamers  have  entered  Bulks  Bay.  One  in  creek 
in  front  of  Andersonville  and  two  in  lower  end  of  the  bay. 

BOYLSTON, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


City,  February  12,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Boylston, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Battery  Bee: 

Order  Captain  Parker’s  battery  back  to  Andersonville  at  once. 

[P.  N.  PAGE.] 


Headquarters, 
Charleston,  February  12,  1865. 

Colonel  Black, 

Commanding  First  South  Carolina  Cavalry : 

Colonel  : You  will  march  with  your  command  to  Holly  Hill,  a point 
northwest  of  Sandy  River,  taking  the  road  via  Summerville  and  Ridge- 
ville.  You  will  examine  the  passes  of  the  road  through  the  by  pass,” 
and  the  crossing  of  the  road  through  Four  Hole  Swamp  near  Doctor 
Murray’s.  You  will  make  your  headquarters  near  Burch’s  Ford  beyond 
Holly  Hill,  and  dispose  of  your  command  so  as  to  cover  any  advance 
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of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Orangeburg,  particularly  guarding 
the  passage  of  the  Five  Notch  road  through  the  Four  Hole  Swamp. 
You  will  establish  a courier-line  from  Burch’s  Ford  to  George’s  Sta- 
tion, and  keep  me  advised  of  your  movements  and  dispositions  and 
those  of  the  enemy.  You  will  also  communicate  with  General  McLaws 
at  Branchville  and  with  any  part  of  General  Stevenson’s  force  that 
may  fall  back  toward  the  Santee,  Four  Hole  Swamp,  or  Sandy  River. 
You  will  especiall3^  observe  and  report  if  the  enemy  seek  to  strike  at 
the  Santee  River  toward  Keysville  or  Vance’s  Ferry,  and  will  resist,  as 
far  as  you  can,  any  force  that  you  can  cope  with.  Should  the  telegraph 
station  at  George’s  Station  be  interrupted  by  the  threatening  of  the 
enemy  you  will  establish  a line  of  couriers,  via  Eutaw  Spring  and  Pine- 
ville,  with  Saint  Stephen’s  Depot  on  the  Northeastern  Railroad. 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Charleston,  S.  0.,  February  12^  1865. 

Captain  Page  : 

See  Colonel  Black  and  tell  him  to  send  thirty  of  his  men,  with  a good 
commanding  officer,  to  the  Sandy  River  country  as  ordered,  and  with 
the  rest  to  proceed  himself  to  reconnoiter  and  hold  the  country  toward 
Bull’s  Bay,  passing  from  Summerville  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
first  crossing  by  bridge  above  Strawberry  Ferry,  and  holding  the  enemy 
in  check  as  far  as  he  can  if  he  advances  toward  the  Northeastern  Rail- 
road, and  keeping  us  well  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 
his  own,  via  Monk’s  Corner. 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta^  February  12 j 1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia^  8.  C.: 

General:  General  W.heeler  had  quite  a handsome  affair  yesterday 
at  Aiken  with  Kilpatrick,  driving  him  some  four  miles.  I went  down 
on  horseback  yesterday  and  returned  at  2 o’clock  last  night.  Examined, 
with  General  Wheeler,  the  Yankee  position  j could  ascertain  nothing 
definite,  but  was  not  inclined  to  think  the  force  large.  General  W. 
seems  confident  that  Twentieth  Corps  was  near  Windsor  yesterday.  I 
send  you  reports  of  scouts.  If  no  advance  be  made  to-day,  or  to-mor- 
row, I think  that  Cheatham  ought  to  begin  his  march  Tuesday.  W e 
have  heard  nothing  of  Sherman’s  movements  since  crossing  the  Edisto. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

3[ajor-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta,  February  12,  1865. 

General  B.  F.  Cheatham, 

Conimandmg  Corps : 

General  : I have  ordered  Iverson  to  send  up  his  Enfields  by  2 o’clock 
train.  If  you  have  an  ordnance  officer  here  at  that  hour,  you  can  get 
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tbem.  I examined,  with  General  Wheeler,  the  Yankee  position  four 
miles  below  Aiken.  I was  not  inclined  to  think  that  there  was  much 
force  at  that  point.  General  Wheeler  is  confident  that  Twentieth 
Corps  was  near  Windsor. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia^  S.  C.,  February  12,,  1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Geu.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  General  Hardee  asks  for  cavalry  to  guard  his  right  fiank, 
particularly  so  much  as  extends  from  Sandy  Eun  to  the  Santee;  and 
General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  move  as  soon  as  practicable,  that 
the  wishes  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  may  be  carried  out. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Col.  Brent  : Please  send  to  General  Wheeler. 

J.  M.  O. 

(Sent  from  Augusta  to  General  Wheeler,  February  13,  1865,  1.30 
p.  m.) 


Col.  H.  Forno, 

Columbia : 


WILMINOTON,  February  12,  1865. 


No  force  can  be  sjiared  from  this  department  for  the  purpose  indi- 
cated. 


E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


February  12, 1865. 

Report  of  a scout. 

I proceeded  across  the  Salkehatchie  Eiver  on  the  1st  of  February, 
1865,  near  the  railroad  bridge,  and  on  reaching  the  river  road  at 
Blountville  found  the  enemy  in  motion  up  the  river.  The  column  on 
this  road  camped  on  the  night  of  the  1st  about  eleven  miles  north  of 
Pocotaligo,  and  remained  here  until  the  morning  of  the  3d;  then  they 
moved  and  I followed  them  near  Broxton’s  Bridge,  and  then  hearing 
drums  to  the  west,  I went  ofi*  in  that  direction  to  the  McPhersonville 
and  Buford’s  Bridge  road.  On  arriving  at  said  road,  about  eighteen  miles 
south  of  Buford’s  Bridge  (near  Eichardson’s  and  Bostwick’s  farms),  I 
found  that  about  3,000  of  the  column  advancing  up  this  road  filed  to 
the  right  and  joined  the  column  at  Broxton’s  Bridge.  The  remainder 
of  this  column  camped  on  this  road  where  the  Sister’s  Ferry  road 
runs  into  it,  from  the  night  of  the  4th  to  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and 
then  they  proceeded  on  in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  Here  I turned 
back,  came  down  the  Pocotaligo  road,  met  a supply  train  of  wagons, 
with  about  60  wagons  and  200  guards,  at  or  near  Mrs.  McBride’s  farm. 
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Here  I came  across  the  country  to  the  Salkehatchie,  and  crossed  fourteen 
miles  south  of  Broxton’s  Bridge,  and  joined  my  brigade  at  Raysor’s 
Bridge  on  the  night  of  the  8th.  These  two  columns  consisted  chiefly 
of  the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  Corps;  the  Seventeenth  near  the 
river,  and  in  my  judgment  will  number  from  12,000  to  15,000  men  each. 
Prisoners  reported  they  had  thirty-one  days’  rations  in  their  wagons, 
and  they  certainly  had  very  heavy  trains.  All  the  prisoners  were  from 
the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  Corps,  save  four,  and  they  were  taken 
from  a supply  train  of  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  on  the  way  to  Barnwell 
Court-House.  Prisoners  from  the  Fifteenth  Corps  stated  that  they 
expected  to  be  re-enforced  by  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps,  but 
had  not  been  up  to  the  time  I left  (on  the  morning  of  the  7th).  On  this 
scout,  myself  and  squad  turned  over  to  our  brigade  provost- guard,  6 
Yanks,  2 negroes,  and  from  necessity,  after  getting  a considerable  dis- 
tance up  the  river,  turned  over  19  to  Colonel , and  brought  out 

5 mules  and  1 horse. 

Respectfully, 

T.  M.  PAYSIKGER, 

Sergt,,  Company  G,  Third  South  Carolina  Begt,^  Conner^ s Brigade. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  February  13,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia,  S.  C.: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
order  to  direct  Major-General  Hill  to  send  to  Columbia  either  Stewart’s 
or  Cheatham’s  corps  as  soon  as  practicable.  At  present  General 
Hill  deems  it  impracticable.  Two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps  encamped  last  night  near  Johnson’s  Turn-Out.  An  adjutant 
and  a provost-marshal  of  that  corps  were  taken  prisoners.  They 
report  that  the  Fourteenth  Corps  marched  through  Barnwell  Court- 
House  and  struck  the  railroad  about  thirty  miles  from  Augusta,  and 
that  the  Twentieth  Corps  was  moving  on  their  right.  Stewart’s 
corps  has  not  yet  arrived.  Walthall’s  division  will  be  in  to-night.  As 
soon  as  Stewart  is  up  I think  one  of  the  corps  can  be  spared  and  will 
be  put  in  motion.  I have  seen  nothing  yetto  induce  me  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  is  moving  this  way  in  force.  I have  to-day  forwarded  you 
several  recommendations  made  by  General  Forrest  for  the  promotion  of 
several  officers.  Governor  Harris  is  here  and  requests  that  you  will 
remain  there  until  he  shall  reach  Columbia.  He  will  leave  to-morrow. 
A communication  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  McCoy  to  Major-General  Cobb,  stating  that  there  is  no  enemy 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Little  Ogeechee.  He  feels  satisfied  tliat  there 
is  no  enemy  out  of  Savannah  on  this  side  two  miles  and  a half.  I will 
endeavor,  if  possible,  to  obtain  and  forward  General  Cooper  copy  of 
the  field  return  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  for  the  20th  July,  1864. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel- and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

February  13,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  order  of  last  night  at  10.30  p.  m.,  directing  the  movement  of 
Cheatham’s  corps  to  Columbia.  ^The  order  has  been  given  and  Cheat- 
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bam  will  move  at  once  with  five  days^  cooked  rations.  The  order  to 
General  Wheeler  has  been  forwarded  to  him.  He,  however,  left  yes- 
terday morning  for  Columbia;  by  what  authority  or  under  what  circum- 
stances, 1 am  not  informed.  He  will  no  doubt  be  in  communication 
with  you  before  the  order  I have  sent  can  reach  him.  The  last  intelli- 
gence I have  is  that  the  enemy  has  occupied  Orangeburg  and  that  he  is 
advancing  in  strong  force,  composed  of  different  arms,  on  Aiken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  B., 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  13^  1865. 

Maj.  W.  Clare, 

Assistant  Inspector- General : 

Major  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  will  forthwith  proceed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  at  this  point  in  delays  of  the  transportation 
of  troops.  General  Walthall’s  division  reached  Mayfield  yesterday  and 
did  not  arrive  to-day.  Ascertain  where  the  blame  rests.  Inquire  into 
the  capacity  of  the  Georgia  Eailroad  for  the  transportation  of  troops, 
and  probe  thoroughly  its  operations  to  ascertain  if  it  be  to  blame,  and, 
if  to  blame,  whether  from  inefficiency,  carelessness,  or  indisposition  to 
aid  the  public  service. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  13, 1865. 


Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  Henry, 

Assistant  Inspector -General: 

Colonel  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  proceed  by  morning’s 
train  to  Camak  and  Mayfield  and  inquire  thoroughly  into  the  causes  of 
the  delays  and  detention  of  troops  at  these  points.  Their  rapid  transit 
to  this  place  is  of  the  first  importance.  Where  transportation  cannot 
be  had,  let  them  march  to  the  nearest  depot  where  it  can  be  had. 
Report  here  each  day  the  troops  arriving  at  Mayfield,  or  expected  to 
arrive,  so  that  railroad  authorities  may  be  advised.  It  is  important  to 
know  on  whom  the  responsibility  rests  for  the  delays  in  hastening 
troops  to  this  point. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  Charleston,  S.  C.: 

You  must  depend  upon  your  own  troops  to  guard  Santee  Swamp. 
Stevenson  is  guarding  the  line  from  this  place  to  the  Wateree. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  13, 1865 — 12.40  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Comdg.  Dept.,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 
Dispatch  received.  General  will  leave  at  3 p.  m. 

J^O.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  February  13,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Cheatham,  Commanding  Corps,  &c.: 

General:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  move  with  your 
corps  at  once  to  Columbia,  S.  C.  The  troops  should  be  supplied,  and 
carry  with  them,  five  days’  cooked  rations. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  13,  1865. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

Twenty-five  hundred  men  of  Stewart’s  corps  were  furloughed.  Those 
who  have  returned  are  passing  through  by  regiments.  Cheatham’s 
division  has  to  pass,  and  is  on  its  way.  This  includes  all.  I have 
established  a camp  of  direction  to  prevent  the  straggling  of  returning 
squads.  Will  promptly  move  headquarters  as  soon  as  above  troops 
have  passed. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Montgomery,  February  13,  1865. 

(Received  15  th.) 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Dispatch  of  10th  received.  I do  not  know  the  extent  of  the  duties 
indicated.  Had  just  tendered  my  services  to  General  Beauregard  to 
build  up  his  army,  if  Government  would  give  me  control  of  that  branch 
of  the  service,  subject  to  his  orders,  west  of  Savannah  River,  from 
whence  his  army  comes.  To  restore  to  that  army  the  great  number  of 
stragglers  is  now  of  highest  importance,  requiring  for  success  the 
assistance,  temporarily,  of  a large  number  of  efficient  officers.  These 
could  be  supplied  from  the  supernumerary  officers.  Before  consulta- 
tion, which  does  President  prefer  I should  do? 

G.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General: 

General  Pillow  will  enter  on  his  duties  under  the  order  from  your 
office. 

J.  C.  B[RECKINRIDGE], 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Charleston,  February  13, 1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

Colcock  lias  sent  four  companies  cavalry  by  Eaysor^s  Bridge.  Take 
charge  of  and  use  them  on  your  front  and  flank. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  BOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Charleston,  February  13, 1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

General  Hardee  wishes  you  to  send  a competent  staff  officer  with 
some  of  Colcock’s  cavalry  and  And  out  if  possible  what  the  enemy  are 
doing. 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston,  February  13,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws  : 

Eetain  Fiser’s  brigade  and  dispose  of  it  as  you  think  best. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


City,  February  13,  1865 — 1.25  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  Boy Battery  Bee: 

Young’s  dismounted  men  and  400  of  Conner’s  brigade  have  been 
ordered  to  McCormick’s  Landing.  Colonel  Ehett  is  to  send  Parker’s 
battery  to  T. 

PAGE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Battery  Bee, 
February  13,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Captain  Pace, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sumter: 

All  quiet  on  this  island.  Colonel  Ehett  is  now  in  the  Christ  Church 
lines. 

JONES, 

Lieutenant. 


Battery  Bee, 
February  13,  1865 — 6.45  p.  ni. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City: 

No  further  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Young’s 
men  and  the  Fire  Brigade  have  not  yet  reported.  Le  Gardeur’s  battery 
is  at  the  church.  Horses  have  been  in  harness  for  sixty  hours.  Par- 
ker’s battery  gone  forward.  I have  ordered  two  20-p()under  Parrotts 
from  Sullivan’s  Island  to  the  lines,  [.vie]  is  to  be  in  readiness  to  march. 
Have  now  500  men  on  the  line — want  2,000. 


EHETT, 

Colonel. 


[Chap.  LIX. 


1176  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA. 

Battery  Bee^ 
February  13,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City: 

The  last  report  received  from  Bull’s  Bay  was  forwarded,  stating  that 
there  are  twelve  vessels  of  different  kinds  on  the  bay.  The  kind  is 
not  designated.  One  or  two  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  McClellan- 
ville.  Will  forward  reports  as  they  come  in. 

I.  JOi7ES, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters, 

Adams'^  Bridge,  Coluynhia  and  Orangeburg  Road, 

February  13, 1865 — 8 a.  ni. 

Major  Eatchford, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major:  I am  now  eighteen  miles  from  Orangeburg,  and  said  to  be 
twenty-one  to  Columbia.  The  enemy  broke  my  line  both  to  the  right 
and  left  of  my  center  yesterday  about  3 o’clock.  They  were  300  or  400 
strong  on  the  left  and  perhaps  not  quite  so  strong  on  the  right.  My 
line  being  over  three  miles  long,  some  of  my  pickets  were  cut  off  both 
on  the  right  and  left,  and  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  communicate 
with  them  afterward.  They  had,  however,  been  instructed  as  to  the 
direction  to  retire,  and  I am  in  hopes  a majority  of  them  will  rejoin 
their  command.  The  number  not  yet  heard  from  is  seventy-five.  The 
balance  of  my  command  is  here  and  well  in  hand,  though  much  jaded. 
The  enemy  were  evidently  in  some  considerable  force  opposite  me  at 
the  bridge,  and  followed  me  three  or  four  miles,  at  which  point  the 
cavalry  scouts  informed  me  that  they  turned  back.  I have  not  heard 
from  them  since.  I could  see  distinctly  what  appeared  to  be  houses  on 
fire,  and  especially  up  the  river  on  my  left,  as  I marched  last  night.  I 
think  a portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces  must  have  gone  up  the  river  on 
the  Bull  Swamp  road.  I shall  march  on  as  directed,  and  reach  Colum- 
bia as  soon  as  I can,  but  do  not  think  I can  reach  that  point  to-night. 
If,  however,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I should  do  so,  I beg  to  be 
advised  accordingly. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta.,  February  13,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding,  the.; 

General  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  Cheatham’s  corps  be  at 
once  put  in  motion  for  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  that  Stewart’s  corps  follow 
to  same  point  as  soon  as  possible,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  The  troops 
should  be  provided  with,  and  carry  in  haversacks,  five  days’  cooked 
rations. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Ai^dusta,  Ga.,  Fehruary  IS,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

General  Cheatham  : 

General:  Do  you  leave  in  the  morning?  WaltlialPs  men  did  not 
come  this  evening,  through  want-of  transportation.  I suppose  that  you 
will  take  all  of  the  men  of  Lee’s  corps  with,  you.  Where  is  Feather- 
ston’s  brigade  stationed?  I will  try  to  get  Walthall’s  men  run  straight 
through  .to  Graniteville.  Smith,  Gumming,  and  Featherston  ought  to 
hold  the  line  up  to  Bath.  Hannon’s  brigade  of  cavalry  will  be  here 
to-night,  and  I will  send  it  to  Graniteville  till  Walthall  gets  up. 

Bespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL. 


[February  13,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  Otey,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1122.] 


Augusta,  Ga.,  Fehruary  13,  1865 — 7.15  a.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  the  lltli  in  regard  to  rations  reached 
me  at  10  last  night;  that  [of]  8.15  p.  m.  12th  reached  me  at  7 a.  in. 
to-day.  I telegraphed  to  you  last  night  in  regard  to  a report  to  Messrs. 
Hammond  and  Branch  of  the  sacking  of  Yaucluse  by  mounted  men 
claiming  to  belong  to  your  command,  and  of  great  depredations  being 
committed  on  the  Edgefield  road  and  west  of  it.  Two  certificates  signed 
by  Captain  Boykin,  assistant  quartermaster  Third  Alabama  Cavalry, 
were  shown  me  for  horses  impressed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Augusta. 
If  this  fellow  is  acting  without  orders  he  ought  to  be  shot  like  a dog. 
I am  sending  out  to-day  a party  to  catch,  if  possible,  these  wretches 
who  are  bringing  reproach  upon  your  command.  I was  very  much 
impressed  witli  the  bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  whom  I saw  the 
other  day,  and  could  not  but  regret  that  a few  base  men  should  bring 
odium  upon  a collection  of  noble  soldiers. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Butler’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Fehruary  13,  1865 — 9.15  p.  m. 

General  Stevenson, 

Commanding  Infantry.,  Leeh  Corps: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a telegraphic  dispatch 
which  was  given  to  Captain  Lowndes  at  the  telegraph  office.  Scouts  of 
my  command  have  just  returned  from  the  Jones  Bridge  road,  who  were 
in  the  enemy’s  camx)  last  night  on  the  south  side  of  the  l^orth  Fork  of 
the  Edisto.  They  reimrt  that  the  Twentieth  Coiqis  (General  Williams 
commanding)  crossed  at  Jeficoat’s  Bridge  this  morning,  and  they  con- 
cur in  the  impression  that  this  force  is  marching  directly  on  Columbia. 
They  do  not  report  cavalry  marching  with  the  enemy’s  infantry.  One 
report  states  that  theadvancing  column  had  advanced  twelve  miles  from 
Jeficoat’s  Bridge  in  the  direction  of  Columbia  about  11  o’clock  a.  m. 
to-day;  still  marching  rajiidly.  The  enemy  have  some  of  their  infantry 
mounted  on  horses  taken  in  the  country. 

Eespectfully, 

M.  C.  BUTLEE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters, 
February  13,  1865 — 10.30  'p.  m. 

Major-General  Stevenson  : 

General:  The  information  brought  in  by  Butler’s  scouts  has  been 
sent  to  you,  and  1 have  communicated  it  to  General  Beauregard.  Other 
scouts  have  been  sent  out.  1 suggest  that  you  forward  this  informa- 
tion to  Wheeler  and  the  infantry  commands  in  the  direction  of  Augusta, 
so  as  to  expedite  their  movements  to  this  point.  1 think  tlie  line  of  the 
Congaree  Greek  should  be  held  by  strong  pickets  at  the  fords,  whilst 
we  push  on  the  work  laid  out  to-day.  If  you  will  hold  the  bridge  over 
Congaree  Creek  and  the  creek  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Six-Mile  Creek, 
Butler  will  hold  all  the  upper  fords  as  long  as  he  can.  I have  ordered 
pickets  placed  on  this  side  of  the  river  and  scouts  sent  down  the  State 
road.  If  you  will  concentrate  all  the  cavalry  under  Butler  he  will  look 
out  for  your  right  flank.  I shall  have  some  guns  placed  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  just  above  the  mouth  of  the  Congaree  Creek,  so  as  to  protect 
your  lelt,  if  you  are  forced  from  the  creek.  I think  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  check  any  advance  in  this  direction,  should  it  be  made, 
and  I shall  take  pleasure  in  assisting  you  by  all  the  means  in  my  i>ower. 
Do  place  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Butler,  who  will  for- 
ward all  papers  to  me.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  keep  a courier  at 
telegraph  office,  which  will  be  kept  open  to-night. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major-  General, 


Asheville,  N.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Yance, 

Raleigh : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  on  Saturday  even- 
ing. Yesterday  I proceeded  to  camp,  and  was  shown  a very  cold 
shoulder.  I however  issued  an  order  assuming  command.  Just  at 
dark  a mutiny  broke  out  among  the  men,  which  culminated  about  9 
o’clock  in  my  being  severely  wounded  and  rendered  insensible  by  a 
rock  which  struck  me  on  the  forehead.  I was  unarmed  and  could  get 
no  assistance  whatever,  the  insubordination  extending  to  the  whole 
command.  I have  made  a report  of  the  matter  to  Colonel  Palmer,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  sent  to  you,  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
enter  into  details  in  this  communication.  I have  applied  for  and 
obtained  leave  to  report  to  you  in  person  in  Ealeigh.  I shall  probably 
be  eight  days  from  to-morrow  in  reaching  there.  After  what  has 
occurred,  and  the  cowardly  manner  in  which  the  regiment  acted,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  ever  to  feel  the  love  and  respect  I ought  to  feel 
for  it,  and  which  would  be  necessary  to  make  it  an  effective  body  of  men, 
and  under  no  circumstances  will  I resume  command  of  it.  I have  been 
accustomed  to  command  soldiers  between  whom  and  myself  there 
existed  a mutual  affection.  I cannot  command  a mob  who  would  dare 
to  strike  you  through  me  (for  there  could  be  no  i)ers()nal  i)rejudice 
against  me).  I promised  you  I would  do  my  duty  fearlessly.  I feel 
that  I have  done  so,  and  that  when  1 have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you, 
you  will  sustain  me  in  the  decision  I have  airived  at. 

Meantime  I have  the  honor  to  be.  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient 
servant, 

GEO.  TAIT, 

Colonel  Sixty  ninth  North  Carolina  Troops, 
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Raleigh,  February  13^  1865. 

(Received  12.30.) 

Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell  . 

All  the  reserves  are  in  the  field  under  department  and  district  com- 
manders. I have  no  men,  Greensborough  would  be  a better  position 
for  prisoners.  If  the  Junior  Reserves  can  be  spared  they  could  consti- 
tute guard  enough. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  13,  1865. 

Major-General  Clayton, 

Kingsville,  S.  C.: 

Dispatch  received.  Guard  well  also  the  bridge  over  the  Water ee  on 
the  line  of  railroad  between  Kingsville  and  Florence. 

By  order  of  General  Beauregard ; 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  14, 1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  prisoners  at  Florence  be  sent  to 
Wilmington  and  delivered  on  parole  to  the  enemy,  thus  relieving  us 
and  embarrassing  the  enemy. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Charleston.,  February  14,  1865. 

Memoranda  of  orders  for  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee: 

First.  One  brigade  of  WrighFs  division  in  Saint  Paul’s  will  move  by 
railroad  to  Monk’s  Corner  and  thence  march  into  position  (at  or  about 
Snowden’s)  from  Sandy  Run  to  Santee  River. 

Second.  The  remainder  of  Wright’s  division  to  move  via  Summer- 
ville, thence  to  Grumesville,  thence  along  Northeastern  Railroad  to 
Saint  Stephen’s  Depot. 

Third.  The  troops  around  Charleston  will  commence  the  movement 
when  Wright’s  division  shall  have  reached  Summerville. 

Fourth.  Troo])S  in  Christ  Church  will  take  steamers  to  Strawberry 
Ferry  via  Cordesville  to  Saint  Stephen’s  Depot. 

Filth.  The  troops  from  James  Island  along  sea  front  first,  thence  in 
succession  to  Ashley  Ferry,  thence  to  Six-Mile  House,  thence  to  Saint 
Stei)hen’s  Dejmt. 

Sixth.  Troops  in  Charleston  to  follow  movements  to  Six-Mile  House, 
thence  to  Saint  Stephen’s  Depot. 

Seventh.  When  the  troops  shall  liave  arrived  at  Monk’s  Corner, 
McLaws  shall  commence  tlie  retrograde  movement  from  the  left  flank 
resting  at  Four  Hole  bridge,  passing  in  rear  of  Four  Hole  Swamp, 
thence  by  Pineville  road  to  Pineville,  thence  to  Saint  Stephen’s 
Deiiot. 

Eighth.  The  troops  on  McLaws’  right  shall  follow  the  movement  as 
they  are  uncovered  from  the  left. 
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Ninth.  The  rear  guard  of  the  troops  executing  these  movements 
shall  destroy  all  bridges  and  trestle  behind  them,  and  railroads  when 
l)ossible. 

Tenth.  The  troops  concentrated  at  Saint  Stephen’s  shall  move  to 
form  a junction  with  the  troops  at  Columbia  or  with  the  same  at  Ches- 
terville,  following  one  of  three  routes^'according  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  as  follows : 

First.  Via  Manchester  and  Kingsville  to  Columbia  or  Manchester, 
Camden  and  Brown’s  Ferry,  on  the  Catawba,  to  Chester ville. 

Second.  Via  Darlington,  Kelly’s  Bridge,  on  Lynch’s  Creek,  and 
Brown’s  Ferry,  on  the  Catawba,  to  Chesterville. 

Third.  Via  Cheraw,  Chesterfield,  Lancaster,  and  Brown’s  Ferry,  on 
the  Catawba,  to  Chesterville. 

In  view  of  the  facility  the  enemy  has  at  Branchville  and  Orangeburg 
and  in  the  direction  of  Columbia,  to  cut  the  line  of  retreat  of  the  gar- 
rison of  Charleston,  as  above  referred  to,  it  becomes  necessary  to  com- 
mence the  evacuation  as  soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  can  be 
made.  The  holding  of  Charleston  is  now  reduced  to  only  a question  of 
a few  days.  Its  loss  does  not  jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  but  the  loss  of  its  garrison  would  greatly  contribute 
to  that  end. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General. 

February  14,  1865. 

Note. — Lines  of  march  from  Charleston  to  Chesterville: 

Days. 


Along  Northeastern  Railroad  to  Santee 4 

To  cross 2 

To  Darlington  (Black  River  and  Lynch’s  River  to  cross) 4 

To  Chesterville  via  Kelly’s  Bridge 6 

Catawba  to  cross 16 

To  Santee 6 

To  Chesterville  via  Statesburg  and  Camden 9 

Catawba  to  cross 15 

To  Santee 6 

To  Cheraw  (Black  and  Lynch’s  Rivers  to  cross) 6 

To  Chesterville 5^^ 

Catawba  to  cross  17^ 


For  the  information  of  the  War  Department. 


Augusta,  February  15  [14f],  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Columbia,  8.  C.  : 

General:  All  the  cavalry  reports  of  enemy’s  advance  yesterday  in 
this  direction  proved  to  be  unfounded.  The  enemy  has  retired  across 
the  Edisto,  and  is  reported  moving  toward  Orangeburg.  Clieatham’s 
corps  will  move  in  the  morning  at  3 o’clock.  He  could  not  get  ready 
to-day.  General  Hill  has  been  quite  nervous  about  the  cotton,  but  is 
now  quiet.  Wheeler’s  cavalry  lias  been  committing  outrages  about 
Graniteville,  and  General  Hill  has  sent  an  officer  to  investigate  the 
facts.  Major  Willis  will  juobably  leave  in  the  morning  for  Columbia. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  February  14^  1865. 
General  W.  J.  Hardee,  Charleston.,  S.  C. : 

Your  dispatch  of  the  12th  received  to-day.*  The  enemy  may,  and 
probably  does,  intend  to  attack  Charleston,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
manifested  by  present  operations.  It  is  proper  under  the  view  pre- 
sented to  remove  whatever  is  not  needful  for  defense  of  the  place,  and 
then  to  postpone  evacuation  as  long  as  prudent.  If  General  Beaure- 
gard can  beat  the  enemy  in  the  field,  the  cause  herein  indicated  may 
preserve  the  city  and  harbor  for  future  use,  and  save  us  the  pain  of 
seeing  it  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  General  Beauregard  and 
yourself  are  so  well  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  armies  and  prac- 
ticability of  routes  that  I must  leave  you  to  the  free  exercise  of  your 
judgment.  It,  however,  seems  to  me  that  the  bridge  over  the  Santee 
can  be  defended  against  a boat  expedition  up  that  river,  without  mate- 
rially interfering  with  other  operations,  and  a movement  by  the  enemy 
overland  from  Bull’s  Bay  is  hardly  to  be  anticipated. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Special  Orders,  / Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  37.  ) Biehmond,  February  14.,  1865. 

* * * * # • * # 

XIII.  Pursuant  to  telegram  from  this  office  under  date  of  January 
21, 1865,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Ripley,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  imme- 
diately proceed  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  General  G.  T.  Beau- 
regard for  assignment  to  duty  with  his  proper  command. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  38.  ] Charleston,  8.  0.,  February  14,  1865. 

* **-**«:* 

VIII.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright  will  send  the  brigade  of  South  Caro- 
lina militia  at  once  by  rail,  via  Charleston,  to  Monk’s  Corner,  on  the 
Northeastern  Railroad.  The  brigade  will  then  march  to  Snowden’s 
and  take  position  there,  picketing  to  the  Santee  on  the  one  side,  and 
to  Sandy  Run  on  the  other. 

*"*  * * * * * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Battery  Bee, 
February  14,  1865. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City: 

No  attack  up  to  11.20  last  p.  m.  Conner’s  men  have  arrived,  and 
Andersonville  reported  safe.  No  firing  heard  during  the  night.  Will 
inform  you  promptly  if  anything  occurs. 

RIIETT, 

Colonel. 

^ See  Part  I,  p.  1071. 
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City,  Fehruary^  14, 1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Ehett, 

Battery  Bee : 

I have  received  no  estimate  of  the  number  of  the  enemy’s  troops. 
Why  has  it  not  been  sent?  Why  has  Blake  not  reported?  It  is 
important  to  keep  me  advised,  and  must  be  done.  Send,  if  necessary, 
special  courier  to-night  to  ascertain  facts.  Use  artillery  horses  if  you 
have  no  cavalry.  Will  send  engineers  in  the  a.  m.  Stop  Quirk’s  com- 
pany, engineer  troops,  now  at  McCormick’s  Landing,  tv)  do  the  work 
at  the  lines.  They  will  leave  for  the  city  in  the  a.  m.  unless  you  stop 
them  to-night.  Signal  men  will  be  sent. 

TALIAFERKO, 

General. 


Battery  Bee, 
February  14,  1865 — 4.10  p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sumter: 

All  quiet  at  Andersonville.  Colonel  Rhett  wishes  to  know  if  you 
have  ordered  an  engineer  company  to  the  lines. 

JONES, 

Lieutenant. 


Headquarters  Second  and  Third  Sub-Districts*, 

Charleston,  February  14,  1865. 

[Colonel  Black?:] 

Colonel  : I am  directed  by  Brigadier-General  Taliaferro  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  just  received, 
and  to  direct  you  to  push  on  to  Bull’s  Bay.  Resist  any  effort  the  enemy 
may  make  to  strike  the  Northeastern  Railroad,  and  keep  him  informed 
of  the  movements  and  position  of  the  enemy.  He  directs  that  you  will 
guard  especially  against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to 
advance  from  or  land  at  McClellanville,  and  send  him  as  accurate  an 
estimate  as  you  can  make  of  the  enemy’s  force.  He  is  very  desirous  of 
obtaining  this  information,  as  he  has  been  unable  so  far  to  get  it  from 
Colonel  Rhett.  A telegraph  office  will  be  situated  at  Monk’s  Corner 
to-morrow. 

[P.  N.  PAGE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General.] 


Hdqrs.  Third  Squadron,  Third  South  Carolina  Cav., 

George’s  Station,  Febriiary  14,  1865. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order 
directing  a scout  to  be  made  of  the  roads  between  this  and  the  Santee 
River,  and  have  sent  forward  a reliable  officer  for  the  purpose.  The 
distance  is  great  also  from  here  to  your  headquarters,  but  1 will  endeavor 
to  furnish  the  information  required  as  soon  as  possible.  I have  been 
acting  under  orders  from  Captain  Smart,  who  directed  me  not  to 
advance  too  closely  to  the  enemy.  I Ijave  sent  scouts  to  Brauchville 
and  up  the  Orangeburg  road.  From  an  intelligent  negro,  who  walked 
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the  track  fi  om  Orangeburg  to  this  place,  I am  informed  that  the  enemy 
had  nearly  all  passed  tlirongii  Orangeburg,  advancing  toward  Columbia 
and  the  Kortheastern  Kailroad.  I could  have  advanced  farther  toward 
Orangeburg,  but  was  directed  by  Captain  Smart  to  take  my  squadron 
to  Reeves’  Station  and  scout  toward  Braiichville.  I will  be  up  the 
Orangeburg  road,  having  a small  picket  at  George’s  Station  and  at 
the  intersection  of  the  Orangeburg  road  with  road  leading  from  the 
station.  I am  acting  under  orders  from  Captain  Smart,  and  also,  it 
a])])ears,  from  Lieutenant  Bennett,  so  I hope  that  the  major-general 
will  not  consider  me  responsible  for  information,  except  in  the  event 
of  my  being  cut  off  from  these  officers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  HEYWARD, 

Captain j Commanding  Squadron  Third  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Appleby"^ s Bridge,  February  14^  1865. 

Capt.  R.  W.  B.  Elliott, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain:  Please  say  to  the  major-general  commanding  that  I am  at 
Appleby’s  Bridge  with  one  squadron,  and  have  the  other  moving  up 
parallel  with  this  on  the  Orangeburg  road,  which  is  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  railroad.  Constant  communication  is  kept  up  by  couriers 
through  neighborhood  roads  and  paths.  A strong  scouting  party  was 
sent  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  Branchville,  as  soon  as  we  reached  this 
place,  with  instructions  to  find  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  line  of 
march,  force,  character  of  troops,  &c.  They  have  not  yet  reported,  and 
I feel  confident  from  that  fact  that  the  enemy  are  not  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  Branchville.  Lieutenant  Bennett,  of  Texas  troojis, 
reported  to  me  yesterday  evening  as  a scout,  with  orders  from  Major- 
General  McLaws.  He  says  that  the  major-general  desires  us  to  move 
up  on  both  roads  until  Ave  find  the  enemy.  This  is  in  conflict  with 
instructions  given  me  by  Colonel  Eiser  and  Captain  King,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  who  said  we  must  keep  in  supporting  distance  of  our 
infantry.  If  Lieutenant  Bennett  is  properly  instructed  you  will  please 
inform  me.  I know  nothing  of  him.  His  order  is  signed  by  Major- 
General  McLaws  and  not  by  an  adjutant.  I am  advancing  slowly  on 
both  roads,  and  hope  to  be  at  or  above  Branchville  to-night,  scouting 
in  advance.  Will  be  glad  to  follow  up  the  enemy’s  rear  and  flank  it, 
agreeable  to  the  major-general’s  plans.  Please  forward  the  accompany- 
ing to  Colonel  Colcock. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

H.  C.  SMART, 
Captain^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgma, 

February  14.,  1865. 

Major  Hamilton  : 

You  will  relieve  to-day  Palmer’s  battalion  of  artillery  ordered  to 
move  Avith  Major-General  Cheatham.  Two  guns  Avill  be  sent  to  Granite- 
ville  and  two  to  Bath  to  take  the  place  of  tliose  at  those  points.  Tins 
relieving  battery  of  your  guns  will  be  subject  to  the  order  of  Major- 
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General  Walthall  at  Graniteville.  Your  remaining  battery  will  be 
placed  in  position  near  the  crossing  of  Big  Horse  Creek  by  the  Beach 
Island  road,  and  will  be  subject  to  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen. 
G.  lY.  Smith. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Augusta,  February  14, 1865. 

Brigadier-General  Fry, 

Commanding  Post : 

General  : These  headquarters  having  been  informed  that  there  are 
several  local  companies  in  this  city  armed  with  Enfield  rifles.  General 
Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  cause  their  arms  to  be  collected  by 
Captain  Finney  and  turned  over  to  Cheatham’s  corps.  These  com- 
panies can  be  supplied  with  muskets  now  in  charge  of  Captain  Finney. 
I annex  a list  of  the  companie.s  holding  the  rifles : Smith’s  and  Pendle- 
ton’s companies,  at  powder  mills;  Markey’s  and  Caminade’s  companies, 
at  machine  works;  Smythe’s  company,  at  arsenal;  Clemons’  and 
Eowley’s  companies,  at  shoe  and  wagon  factory;  Cross’  company,  at 
shoe  factory ; Holmes’  company,  at  medical  depot. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 


Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  February  14,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

Major:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  report  to  him  at 
Columbia,  S.  C.,  at  once,  prepared  to  visit  Richmond,  Va. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

Hon.  G.  A.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

General  Beauregard  left  for  Charleston  yesterday  evening  and  will 
return  to-morrow  morning.  General  Hampton  advises  the  removal  of 
Treasury  Note  Bureau  to  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  or  some  point  beyond.  The 
information  has  been  extended  to  Mr.  Leitch,  assistant  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  C.  F.  Hanckel,  of  the  Treasury  Note  Bureau. 

ALB.  FERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

Major-General  Cheatham, 

Commanding  Corps,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

General  Beauregard  directs  you  to  hasten  your  movement  on 
Columbia. 


JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14^  1865 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart,  Newberry,  S.  C. : 

General  Beauregard  directs  you  to  hasten  your  movement  on 
Columbia  or  to  join  General  Wheeler,  as  circumstances  may  best 
require. 

ALB.  PERKY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865, 

General  Beauregard: 

The  enemy  have  driven  Clayton  across  the  railroad  bridge,  and  it  has 
been  burnt.  He  reports  heavy  force  moving  on  McCord’s  Ferry. 
Re-enforcements  sent  there  from  Kingsville.  Cavalry  have  been  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  in  front  on  Little  Congaree  bridge,  and  have 
checked  their  advance. 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Near  Columbia,  February  14,  1865. 

Governor  Magrath,  Columbia: 

Governor:  Colonel  Bartow’s  forces  sent  to  Kingsville  to  assist  in 
the  defense  of  the  river  in  that  vicinity.  Major-General  Clayton  (with 
his  division)  is  there  in  command,  and  I am  not  informed  to  what  point 
Colonel  Bartow  has  been  assigned,  but  I supjiose  with  a portion  of  the 
division  at  one  of  the  ferries  near  by.  The  enemy  drove  our  troops 
to  day  from  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  it  was  burned. 
Re-enforcements  were  sent  to  McCord’s  Ferry,  in  which  direction  the 
enemy  was  moving.  I do  not  think  the  militia  can  be  sjiared  at  present, 
but  will  relieve  them  if  the  governor  desires  it. 

I am,  governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major-General. 


Kingsville,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

General  Beauregard  : 

The  enemy  appeared  in  force  at  the  railroad  bridge  at  12  m.  to-day; 
after  skirmishing  awhile  our  forces  fell  back  across  the  bridge  and 
burned  the  bridge.  Scouts  brought  in  prisoner  of  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  who  says  that  corps  is  near  Fort  Motte;  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
confronting  Columbia.  All  quiet  to-night. 

H.  D.  CLAYTON, 

Major-General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

Scouts  report  enemy  camped  on  State  road — Fifteenth  Corps  in  front, 
Twentieth  next.  Tenth  [Seventeentli‘?|  next,  think  Fourteenth  in  rear. 
Prisoner  from  Kilpatrick’s  wagon  train  reports  him  on  Black vi lie  and 
Columbia  road;  says  they  are  marching  on  Columbia. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major-  General. 
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Charleston,  S.  0.,  February  14,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  Hampton, 

Commanding  8uh-Bistrict^  Columbia,  S.  C.: 

If  report  be  confirmed,  order  in  my  name  General  Wheeler  to  con- 
centrate forthwith  for  the  defense  of  Columbia,  either  by  joining  his 
forces  to  yours  or  by  attacking  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  Order  also 
Generals  Cheatham  and  Stewart  to  hasten  their  movement  on  Colum- 
bia, or  to  join  Wheeler,  as  circumstances  may  best  require.  Be  careful 
dispatches  do  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  14, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
General  W.  Hampton, 

Cojnmandmg  Sub- District,  Columbia,  8.  C. : 

Order  to  Wheeler  must  not  include  DibrelFs  brigade  or  equivalent 
ordered  by  General  Hardee  to  guard  Me  Laws'  right  flank  from  Four 
Hole  Swamp  to  Santee  and  crossing  of  Santee. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14, 1865. 

General  Beauregard  : 

Enemy  demonstrating  atThewitz  Ferry;  think  they  will  cross  there. 
Ee-euforcements  should,  go  to  Kingsville.  Think  movement  against 
this  idace  serious.  All  (juiet  in  front. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865 — 3.30  jy.  m. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charleston,  8.  C. : 

Enemy’s  infantry  four  miles  from  Congaree  Creek  bridge  and  rei)orted 
advancing.  Other  columns  of  infantry  moving  on  road  toward  Lex- 
ington Court-House. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major-General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  14,  1865 — 1.45  p.  m. 
General  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  &c.: 

General  Beauregard  orders  you  to  concentrate  forthwith  for  the 
defense  of  Columbia,  either  by  joining  your  forces  to  those  of  General 
Hampton  or  by  attacking  enemy  in  flank  or  rear. 

ALB.  FEEEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  14,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 
General  Alfred  Iverson,  Greenes  Cut: 

Ceneral  : Cheatham  was  ordered  to  move  at  daylight  this  morning. 
Tlie  order  for  the  exchange  of  fhiflelds  to  be  turned  over  to  him  was 
issued  on  the  1 1th,  repeated  on  the  llith  and  13th.  Through  some 
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uuaccouutable  delay  CReatham  has  to  march  without  them.  The 
operator  at  Green’s  Cut  has  been  reported  out  of  his  office  when  mes- 
sages were  to  be  sent.  You  must  have  a party  opposite  Stony  Bluff 
to  watch  and  resist  a crossing.  Keep  your  command  habitually  ready 
to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  Many  deserters  are  said  to  be  crossing 
at  the  upper  bridges  of  Brier  Creek.  Prevent  this  thing  as  far  as 
you  can. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General, 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  14, 1865 — 1 p.  m. 

General  Iverson: 

General  : If  Ferguson  reaches  Brier  Creek  to-night  you  will  march 
to  this  place ‘to  morrow,  explaining  to  him  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
character  of  the  country,  &c.,  before  you  leave.  Give  him  all  the 
information  which  would  be  useful  to  him  in  his  new  situation.  The 
guns  have  not  yet  reached  here.  I wish  you  would  see  personally 
about  them,  and  let  me  know  what  has  become  of  them. 

Eespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  14,  1865, 

Colonel  Hannon  will  proceed  with  his  brigade  to  Aiken  and  relieve 
the  brigade  of  cavalry  on  duty.  He  will  picket  all  the  approaches  to 
Augusta,  and  keep  the  officer  commanding  infantry  forces  at  Granite- 
ville.  General  G.  W.  Smith,  on  Big  Horse  Creek,  and  these  headquar- 
ters, apprised  of  all  movements  of  the  enemy.  He  will  still  be  subject 
to  orders  from  these  headquarters  of  District  of  Georgia. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General, 


Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell: 


Ealeigh,  February  14,  1865, 

{Eeceived  10  o’clock.) 


Shall  I order  the  Third  Eegiment  Junior  Eeserves  to  report  to  Col- 
onel Forno"^  Wadesborough,  the  terminus  of  Wilmington  and  Euther- 
ford  Eailroad,  is  a fruitful  country  that  has  not  been  yet  touched.  This 
region  is  exhausted. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General, 


BY  THE  governor: 

A Proclamation  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina, 

Whereas,  it  is  incumbent  on  me,  by  virtue  of  the  high  trusts  your 
partiality  has  conferred  upon  me,  to  watch  with  vigilance  over  your 
welfare,  guard  with  fidelity  yonr  interests,  and  warn  you  of  every 
approaching  danger:  Now,  therefore,  I,  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  governor 
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of  the  said  State,  actuated  by  a sacred  sense  of  duty  and  love  of 
country,  do  deem  it  necessary  to  address  you  in  this  manner  in  regard 
to  the  dangers  and  duties  of  the  present  time,  earnestly  praying  that 
it  may  be  conducive  to  harmony  and  good  will,  wherein  only  is  to  be 
found  a safe  and  honorable  deliverance  from  all  our  troubles.  It  is 
known  to  you  all  that  in  the  beginning  of  these  troubles  North 
Carolina  was  so  decidedly  opposed  to  imitating  the  secession  of  her  South- 
ern sisters  that  any  attempt  to  force  her  to  do  so  by  even  a majority 
of  her  people,  prior  to  the  proclamation  of  Lincoln  in  1861,  would  most 
likely  have  resulted  dn  civil  war  among  our  own  citizens.  It  pleased 
God,  however,  to  prevent  this  calamity  and  to  calm  all  the  fierce  pas- 
sions of  party  bitterness,  and  to  cause  the  most  perfect  unanimity  by 
means  of  that  proclamation,  which  placed  before  us  the  dire  necessity 
of  either  assisting  or  slaughtering  our  own  brothers  and  friends. 
Interest,  honor,  and  sympathy  combined  to  decide  us  upon  resistance 
to  what  all  united  in  condemning  as  a cruel  and  wicked  war  upon  the 
homes  and  liberties  of  the  South.  With  unexampled  zeal  we  entered 
into  the  war,  rushed  forward  our  bravest  sons,  and  poured  out  our 
richest  treasures.  With  immense  sacrifices  and  varying  fortunes  we 
continued  the  struggle,  still  with  great  unanimity,  for  years.  About 
the  end  of  the  third  year,  however,  a portion  of  our  people,  in  common 
with  many  others  throughout  the  South,  seeing  how  our.best  citizens 
were  falling,  and  how  our  fairest  lands  were  desolated,  began  to  urge 
that  peace  should  be  sought  for  by  negotiations  as  well  as  by  the 
sword.  They  argued  that  our  Confederate  authorities,  moved  by  pride 
of  opinion  and  embittered  by  the  length  and  fierceness  of  the  conflict, 
had  not  made  a sufficient  trial  of  statesmanship  as  a means  of  stopping 
the  war,  that  no  doubt  if  properly  approached,  either  by  commission- 
ers appointed  by  our  common  Government,  or  by  the  States  separately, 
supposing  diplomatic  reasons  would  prevent  the  enemy  from  treating 
with  the  former,  that  our  enemy  would  grant  us  better  terms  than  we 
had  supposed,  and  i^romisiug  that  if  a fair  and  honest  effort  at  negotia- 
tions should  be  spurned  by  the  enemy  or  rejected,  then  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  men  in  the  South  would  unite  in  an  earnest  prosecution  of 
the  war.  This  was  the  first  serious  approach  to  a division  among  our 
people.  Sympathizing  with  the  reasonableness  of  this.demand,  though 
not  with  all  the  reasons  given  for  believing  in  its  efficiency,  and  being 
as  sincerely  desirous  as  it  was  possible  for  man  to  be,  to  stop  the  war 
on  honorable  terms,  I,  as  your  governor,  addressed  President  Davis  in 
December,  1863,  and  urged  this  course  upon  him.  In  answer  thereto, 
he  assured  me  that  three  separate  and  distinct  efforts  had  been  made 
to  treat  with  the  enemy  without  obtaining  even  a hearing,  and  that  he 
did  not  see  how  a fourth  one  could  be  initiated  without  humiliation  to 
ourselves  and  injury  to  our  cause.  Trusting  that  Providence  would 
yet  open  the  way  the  matter  rested  here  for  another  year.  Many, 
however,  of  our  people,  Avho  advocated  peace  upon  such  vague  and  ill- 
defined  terms  as  to  cause  doubts  of  their  good  faith  and  loyalty, 
continued  sedulously  to  disseminate  the  opinion  that  our  own  Govern- 
ment alone  was  to  blame  for  the  continuance  of  the’war ; going  so  far  in 
some  instances  as  to  threaten  revolutionary  measures  for  wresting  the 
treaty-making  power  from  its  hands,  and  negotiating  with  the  enemy 
ourselves,  alleging  that  we  could  certainly  get  such  terms,  if  the 
States  would  act  in  their  sovereign  ca])acity,  as  would  secure  our  prop- 
erty and  slaves  by  reconstruction.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  however,  two  individuals  from  the  North,  having  visited  Kich- 
mond  on  a i^eace  mission  by  the  authority  of  President  Lincoln,  and 
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Laving,  as  our  President  supposed,  opened  the  v^ay  for  another  effort 
at  negotiations,  it  was  promptly  made.  He  immediately  sent  a delega- 
tion through  the  lines  for  that  purpose,  consisting  of  Yice-President 
Stephens,  Judge  Campbell,  late  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  C.  S.  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Virginia — men  all  eminent  for  their  abilities,  public  serv- 
ices, and  the  long  continued  confidence  and  respect  of  their  country- 
men. The  first  two  are  well  known  to  have  opposed  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  and  to  sympathize  with  the  general  desire  for  negotiations. 
They  were  met  at  Fortress  Monroe,  by  President  Lincoln  and  Mr. 
Seward,  his  Secretary  of  State,  who,  without  allowing  them  to  leave 
the  boat  on  W’hich  they  arrived,  told  them  what  appears  in  the  follow- 
ing official  report: 


Richmond,  February  5, 1865. 

To  The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir  : Under  your  letter  of  appointment  of  Commissioners  of  the  28th,  we  proceeded 
to  seek  an  informal  conference  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  subject  mentioned  in  your  letter.  The  conference  was  granted,  and 
took  place  on  the  3d  instant  on  board  a steamer  anchored  in  Hampton  Roads,  where 
we  met  President  Lincoln  and  Hon.  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  United 
States.  It  continued  for  several  hours,  and  was  both  full  and  explicit.  We  learned 
from  them  that  the  message  of  President  Lincoln  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  December  last  explains  clearly  and  distinctly  his  sentiments  as  to  the  terms, 
conditions,  and  mode  of  proceeding  by  which  peace  could  be  secured  to  the  people, 
and  we  w^ere  not  informed  that  they  would  be  modified  or  altered  to  attain  that  end. 
We  understood  from  him  that  no  terms  or  proposals  of  any  treaty  or  agreement  look- 
ing to  an  ultimate  settlement  would  be  entertained  or  made  by  him  with  the  author- 
ities of  the  Confederate  States,  because  that  would  be  a recognition  of  their  existence 
as  a separate  power,  which,  under  no  circumstances,  would  be  done,  and  for  like 
reasons,  that  no  such  terms  would  be  entertained  by  him  from  States  separately,  that 
no  extended  truce  or  armistice,  as  at  present  advised,  would  be  granted  or  allowed, 
without  a satisfactory  assurance  in  advance  of  the  complete  restoration  of  the 
authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  over  all  places  within 
the  States  of  the  Confederacy;  that  whatever  circumstances  may  follow  from  the 
re-establishment  of  that  authority  must  be  accepted  out  and  out.  Individuals  sub- 
ject to  pains  and  penalties  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  might  rely  upon  a 
very  liberal  use  of  the  power  confided  to  him,  to  remit  these  pains  and  penalties  if 
peace  be  restored.  During  such  conference  the  proposed  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution adopted  by  Congress  on  the  31st  ultimo  were  brought  to  our  notice.  These 
amendments  provide  that  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime, 
should  exist  within  the  United  States,  or  in  any  place  wdthin  its  jurisdiction,  and 
Congress  should  have  power  to  enforce  the  amendments  by  appropriate  legislation. 
Of  all  the  correspondence  that  preceded  the  conference  herein  mentioned,  and  leading 
to  the  same,  you  have  heretofore  been  informed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

A.  H.  STEPHENS. 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Thus  you  see  that  neither  terms  nor  conditions  were  spoken  of  in  the 
interview,  but  only  subjugation  offered  ns,  the  mere  details  of  which 
they  proposed  to  settle.  At  one  blow  all  our  hopes  in  the  humanity 
and  moderation  of  our  enemies  were  dashed  to  the  ground.  No  terms 
or  proposals  of  a treaty,  coining  either  from  the  Confederate  States,  or 
any  one  of  the  States,  would  be  entertained,  but  a complete,  absolute, 
and  unconditional  submission  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  is  required  as  a preliminary  step  to  any,  even  the  slightest, 
cessation  of  hostilities.  Seeing,  then,  that  we  can  treat  with  the 
enemy  neither  by  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States,  nor  by 
separate  State  action,  what  will  be  the  result  if  we  submit,  as  we  are 
required  to  do?  This  we  can  partly  judge  by  examining  that  (insti- 
tution and  those  laws  to  which  we  are  required  to  yield  obedience. 


1190  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

That  Constitution  is  not  the  one  we  left.  In  addition  to  the  changes  it 
has  undergone  by  corrupt  and  violent  interpretation  by  Black  Repub- 
lican judges,  its  wording  has  been  so  changed  as  to  decree  immediately 
and  forever  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  “ laws,”  to  whose  tender 
mercies  we  are  referred,  provide  most  minutely  and  particularly  for  the 
punishment  of  death  by  the  halter  of  every  man,  soldier,  sailor  or 
marine,  civilians  and  others,  who  have  been  engaged  in  what  they  term 
rebellion.  Not  ceasing  to  punish  with  the  death  of  the  offender,  the 
“ laws”  of  the  United  States  also  provide  that  all  his  property,  real 
and  personal,  shall  be  confiscated.  The  only  mitigation  of  the  rigor 
threatened  by  these  laws  is  contained  in  Mr.  Lincoln’s  proclamation 
accompanying  his  annual  message  in  December,  1863,  in  which  he  pro- 
poses to  hang  only  those  above  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Army  and 
lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  and  all  civil  and  diplomatic  officers  or  agents  of 
the  Confederate  Government,  and  various  other  classes  therein  speci- 
fied, coupled  with  a vague  intimation  to  our  commissioners,  in  their 
recent  interview,  that  whilst  we  must  prepare  to  accept  all  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  the  laws,  we  might  rely  on  a liberal  use  of  the  pardon- 
ing power  vested  in  him.  He  also  informs  us  that  the  terms  set  forth 
in  his  recent  message  of  December  last,  wherein  he  re-endorses  the 
above  mentioned  proclamation,  will  be  rigidly  adhered  to.  Now  then, 
we  can  sum  up  in  some  sort  the  consequences  of  our  submission:  Four 
million  slaves,  200,000  of  whom  have  been  in  arms  against  us,  turned 
loose  at  once  in  our  midst;  our  lands  confiscated  and  sold  out  to  pay 
the  cost  of  our  subjugation,  or  parceled  among  negro  soldiers  as  the 
reward  of  the  slaughter  of  their  masters;  our  women,  children,  and 
old  men  reduced  to  beggary,  and  driven  from  their  once  happy  homes; 
our  mutilated  and  diseased  soldiers,  starving  in  rags  from  door  to  door, 
spurned  by  even  pensioned  negro  soldiers,  whilst  the  gallows  grows 
weary  under  the  burden  of  wisest  statesmen  and  bravest  defenders,  to 
say  nothing  of  universal  financial  ruin  and  the  intolerable  oppression 
of  a rapacious  and  vindictive  foe,  in  the  hour  of  conquest.  Great  God ! 
Is  there  a man  in  all  this  honorable,  high  spirited,  and  noble  Common- 
wealth so  steeped  in  every  conceivable  meanness,  so  blackened  with  all 
the  guilt  of  treason,  or  so  damned  with  all  the  leprosy  of  cowardice  as 
to  say:  Yes,  we  will  submit  to  all  this;  and  whilst  there  yet  remains  half 
a million  men  amongst  us  able  to  resist.  And  who  says  the  enemy  will 
give  us  anything  better?  Not  Mr.  Lincoln;  and  do  the  weak  and  vacil- 
lating among  us  know  better  than  he  does  what  he  will  do  for  us? 
Having  made,  therefore,  a fair  and  honest  effort  to  obtain  peace  by 
negotiation,  and  knowing  now  precisely,  from  the  lips  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  what  we  are  to  expect,  what  are  we  to  do  next? 
There  is  only  one  thing  left  for  us  to  do.  We  must  fight,  my  country- 
men, to  the  last  extremity,  or  submit  voluntarily  to  our  own  degradation. 
Let  no  man  mistake  the  issue  now.  The  line  of  distinction  will  be 
drawn  plainly  between  those  who  are  for  their  country  and  those  who 
are  against  their  country.  There  is  no  half-way  house  upon  the  road. 
The  purifying  fire  is  even  now  burning  throughout  the  land,  and 
its  consuming  flames  must  separate  the  dross  from  the  true  metal. 
Degradation,  ruin,  and  dishonor  on  the  one  hand;  liberty,  independ- 
ence, and  honor,  if  our  souls  be  strong,  on  the  other.  Is  it  not  worth 
another  honest  and  manly  effort?  Aye,  another,  and  another,  and 
another,  and  a thousand  efforts  of  our  whole  people.  As  North  Caro- 
linians, descendants  of  Revolutionary  heroes,  and  fathers  and  brothers 
of  the  noblest  dead  and  living  soldiers  that  ever  drew  a blade  for 
human  freedom,  we  cannot  tolerate  the  thought  of  such  base  and 
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infamous  submission.  Should  we  willfully  throw  down  an  organized 
government,  disband  our  still  powerful  armies,  and  invite  all  these 
fearful  consequences  upon  our  country,  we  would  live  to  have  our  chil- 
dren curse  our'gray  hairs  for  fastening  our  dishonor  upon  them.  I trust 
and  believe  that  there  will  be  little  difterence  of  opinion  in  North  Caro- 
lina as  to  the  i)ropriety  of  continued  resistance.  The  great  argument 
which  will  be  brought  forward  to  shake  your  honor  and  intended  to 
incite  you  to  despair  will  be,  that  successful  resistance  is  no  longer  pos- 
sible. Some  will  tell  you  that  we  are  already  subdued;  that  the  enemy 
outnumbers  us;  that  our  fighting  men  are  all  slain;  our  resources  all 
exhausted,  and  wemight  as  well  submit  now.  This,  my  countrymen,  is 
false,  and  as  frequently  proceeds  from  a craven  or  a traitorous  as  from 
an  honest  but  mistaken  spirit.  Great  as  our  calamities  have  been, 
straightened  as  we  are  for  all  supplies  both  of  men  and  material,  I tell 
you,  in  all  candor,  that  when  I survey  our  condition  by  the  light  of 
human  history,  I see  no  danger  which  threatens  to  be  fatal  to  our  cause, 
except  this  depression  of  spirit  among  the  people,  and  the  still  more 
fearful  risk  of  internal  dissension.  So  long  as  we  remain  one,  and 
determined,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  our  enemies  to  subdue  us.  “ But 
except  these  abide  in  the  ship,  ye  cannot  be  saved.” 

All  things  may  be  supplied  if  we  were  but  possessed  of  that  bold  and 
manly  spirit  of  resistance  to  tyranny  of  which  liberty  and  independ- 
ence are  born.  That  alone  can  fill  the  widow’s  barrel,  and  still  the 
orphan’s  cry;  can  cast  cannons  and  build  ships  of  war;  can  raise  up 
armed  men  from  the  dust  of  the  dragon’s  teeth;  can  wrest  tangible 
realities  from  the  very  jaws  of  impossibility.  Without  it,  numbers  but 
add  to  the  ignominy  of  certain  defeat,  even  as  the  Persian  millions 
were  whipx:)ed  and  shamed  by  the  300  in  the  mountain  pass.  Are  our 
men  all  slain?  Over  400,000  names  yet  stand  uxmn  the  muster-rolls  of 
the  Confederacy,  to  say  ' nothing  of  the  many  thousands  who  shirk. 
Where  are  they?  Thousands  upon  thousands,  absent  without  leave, 
are  lurking  in  the  woods  and  swamx)s  of  the  South.  A^re  our  provisions 
all  gone?  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  bushels  of  grain  now  rot  at  the 
various  depots  of  the  South  for  want  of  trans])ortation;  and  this  traiis- 
l)ortation  caiinot  be  protected  because  these  absent  soldiers  are  not  at 
the  post  of  duty.  .Oh,  my  countrymen,  if  you  would  but  rise  to 
entreat,  to  shame,  to  drive  them  back  to  their  country’s  standard ! 
Has  our  territory  been  overrun?  It  has,  but  how  much  of  it  has  been 
held?  The  enemy  marched  triumx)hantly  through  the  heart  of  our 
sister,  Georgia,  and  is  she  conquered?  Except  for  the  garrison  at 
Savannah, ^and  the.ashes  of  desolation  on  their  track  through  the  inte- 
rior, Georgia  has  neither  enemy  nor  the  sign  of  enemy  on  her  soil.  So 
of  most  portions  of  the  South  which  space  does  not  i)ermit  me  to  enu- 
merate. For  four  years  their  countless  legions  have  .gnawed  at  the 
vitals  of  Virginia,  yet  to-day  they  claim  not  even  all  of  her  territory 
which  is  swe])t  by  their  cannon.  The  cities  they  garrison,  the  land 
their  armies  actually  stand  upon,  and  the  waters  ridden  by  their  fleets, 
are  all  that  they  really  hold,  or  ever  can  hold  except  by  our  ignoble 
consent.  Let  the  balance  of  our  cities  go.  Mobile,  Charleston,  Wil- 
mington, Kichmond,  all,  and  if  we  are  determined  to  be  free  our  sub- 
jugation is  quite  as  distant  as  ever.  For,  thank  God,  the  Confederacy 
does  not  consist. in  brick  and  mortar,  or  i)aTticulai\  spots  of  ground, 
however  valuable  they  may  be  in  a military  ])oint  of  view.  Our  na’tion- 
ality  consists  in  our  ])eoi)le.  Liberty  dwells  in  the  heart  of  her  vota- 
ries, and  the  ragged,  barefooted  soldiers,  standing  in  the  de])th  of  the 
forest,  or  in  the  shadow  of  the  mountain,  can  ofter  her  sacrifices  which 
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will  be  as  sweet  and  as  acceptable  as  those  j)roftered  iu  gorgeous  tem- 
l)les  iu  the  midst  of  magnificent  cities.  So  if  our  country  and  its 
cause,  like  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  be  enthroned  in  our  hearts,  then, 
indeed,  am  I persuaded  that,  neither  principalities  nor  powers,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  heigh th,  nor  depth,  nor  life,  nor 
death,  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  that 
independence  and  honor  for  which  our  people  have  sufiered  and  our 
sons  have  died.  Tln^refore,  my  countrymen,  having  Avarned  you  of  this 
danger  which  is  upon  us,  I now  appeal  to  you  by  everything  held 
sacred  among  men  to  bear  yourseh^es  as  becomes  your  high  lineage 
and  luture  hopes.  I implore  you  to  lay  down  all  party  bitterness,  and 
to  be  reconciled  to  your  neighbor  for  the  sake  of  your  country;  to  use 
every  i)ossible  exertion  to  restore  absentees  to  the  army:  to  divide  of 
your  abundance  freely  with  the  poor  and  the  sufiering;  to  strengthen 
the.  arms  of  your  rulers,  and  to  sustain  your  soldiers  and  their  gener- 
als, and  to  give  cheerfully  your  aid,  physical  and  mental  and  moral, 
in  whatever  sphere  you  may  be,  to  prevent  the  degradation  of  your 
country,  and  the  ruin  of  its  people.  For  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  best  means  of  accomplishing  this,  as  well  as  for  giving  expression 
to  your  opinions,  I earnestly  recommend  that  you  assemble  in  primary 
meetings  in  eA^ery  county  in  the  State,  and  let  the  Avhole  Avorld,  and 
especially  our  enemies,  see  hoAv  a free  people  can  meet  a proposition  for 
their  absolute  submission  to  the  will  of  their  conquerors. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  in  our  city  of 
Raleigh,  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1865. 

[L.  S.]  • Z.  B.  VANCE. 

By  the  Governor : 

A.  M.  McPheeters, 

Private  Secretary. 


[February  15,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Davis,  reporting  operations, 
&c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1071.] 


Florence,  S.  G.,  February  1.5,  1865 — a.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Conunander -in- Chief,  Richmond,  Va.: 

I have  arranged  with  General  Hardee  for  the  immediate  evacuation 
of  Charleston  and  concentration  of  our  forces  at  Ohesterville,  S.  C.  If 
those  of  General  Bragg  could  be  added  thereto,  success  might  yet 
croAvn  our  efforts,  however  dark  may  appear  the  present  hour. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Sumter  Station,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865 — a.  m. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Generals  Stevenson  and  Hampton  report  from  Columbia  enemy  has 
appeared  in  their  front  and  driven  their  ])ickets  across  Congaree  at 
railroad  bridge  near  Kingsville.  They  consider  movement  on  Columbia 
serious.  I am  on  my  return  there. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Columbia,  S.  0.,  February  15,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-Chief,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Have  just  arrived  from  Charleston.  Generals  Stevenson  and  Hamp- 
ton report  Sber man’s  four  corps  moving  on  this  place,  two  of  them 
pressing  our  troops  back  on  south  side  to  within  about  four  miles  of  the 
river.  Cheatham’s  corps  has  not  yet  arrived.  We  will  hold  the  city  as 
long  as  practicable  with  present  available  means. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-  Chief,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Indications  are  now  positive  to  my  mind  that  enemy  intends  moving 
on  Charlotte.  I cannot  concentrate  in  time  sufficient  force  to  check 
him.  Shall  I continue  in  his  front,  or  put  my  base  toward  Georgia  or 
North  Carolina?  I advise  removing  soon  as  possible  all  stores  from 
his  line  of  march.  Please  answer. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  R.  Rhett, 

Assistant  Quartermaster : 

General  Beauregard  wishes  every  effort  made  to  remove  all  quarter- 
master stores  from  this  place  to  some  point  on  the  Charlotte  railroad 
beyond  Chesterville. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia,  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Witherspoon, 

Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence: 

Captain  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  all  the  subsistence  stores, 
except  50,000  rations,  be  sent  from  the  city  in  the  direction  of  Chester- 
ville and  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Chesterville,  S.  C.  : 

Please  have  trains  unloaded  that  they  may  be  returned  promptly. 
Impress  labor  if  needed. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Similar  dispatch  to  commanding  officer  Charlotte,  N.  C.) 
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Florence,  February  15,  1865—7  a.  m. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston^  S.  G. : 

Order  all  roads  and  bridges  repaired  on  the  three  routes  designated. 
Horses  impressed  in  and  about  Charleston  must  be  used  for  remount- 
ing Young’s  cavalry.  Impress  also  saddles  and  bridles  if  necessary. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


SUMTERVILLE,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  G.  : 

Commence  immediately  movement  as  arranged,  and  if  practicable 
average  twenty  miles  a day.  Collect  at  once  sufficient  x)rovisions  and 
forage  at  proper  points  on  several  routes  designated. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  15, 1865. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Dispatch  of  to-day  received,  containing  President’s  dispatch.*  I have 
far  from  sufficient  force  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  in  the  field.  He  is 
at  this  moment  investing  Columbia  with  his  four  corps  (as  reported on 
the  south  side  of  Cougaree.  Hence  I see  no  good  reason  for  deviating 
from  the  plan  already  decided  upon  j on  the  contrary,  I urge  its  imme- 
diate execution. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

Send  here  soon  as  practicable  1,000,000  rounds  small-arms  ammuni- 
tion and  2,500  rounds  12-]3ounder  Kapoleon. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  February  15,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia,  8.  C.: 

General  : General  Cheatham’s  corps  left  this  morning  with  Palmer’s 
battalion  artillery.  The  larger  part  of  Stewart’s  corps  has  reached 
here  and  will  move  pursuant  to  your  orders  as  soon  as  it  can  be  put  in 
condition  to  do  so.  It  will  muster  only  1,000  effectives.  The  whole 
command  is  in  a bad  condition.  Ferguson  has  been  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Hill  to  take  position  on  Brier  Creek  and  Iverson  has  been  moved 
over  the  river.  No  news  from  the  West.  The  enemy  seems  to  have 
gone  from  our  immediate  front. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*See  Davis  to  Hardee,  February  14,  p.  1181. 
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Special  Orders,  } Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  38.  ( Richmond^  February  15 j 1865. 

******* 

XLII.  Oapt.  K.  H.  Fitzhugh,*Corps  of  Engineers,  Provisional  Army, 
0.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  chief ‘engineer  Dei)artment  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  and  will  report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Har- 
dee, commanding,  &c..  Charleston,  S.  0. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charleston,  February  15^  1865. 

General  McLaws: 

Our  safety  depends  on  your  giving  me  prompt  information  of  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  from  Branchville  or  Orangeburg  toward  Four 
Hole  Swamp.  Send  an  engine  up  the  road,  if  necessary. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  and  Third  Sub  Dists.,  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  February  15j  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Elliott: 

General:  It  has  been  determined  to  evacuate  Charleston.  I have 
to  beg  that  you  will  continue  in  command  of  the  troops  now  with  you, 
if  you  cannot  longer,  at  least  until  you  cross  the  Santee. 

I.  It  is  the  present  intention  to  evacuate  on  Friday  night;  if  that  day 
shall  be  anticipated  or  a later  day  fixed,  you  will  be  duly  notified. 

II.  I desire  you  to  make  every  preparation  for  the  destruction  of 
your  guns  and  gun  carriages,  and  such  powder  as  may  be  left  in  your 
magazines  as  may  be  consistent  with  a safe  retreat.  To  burn  your  gun 
carriages  or  to  attempt  to  burst  your  guns  or  blow  up  the  magazines 
would  perhaps  be  an  intimation  of  our  intention  prematurely  to  the 
enemy,  therefore  you  will  destroy  the  gun  carriages  as  far  as  practicable 
by  sawing  and  cutting  them  to  pieces,  your  guns  by  spiking  and  shot- 
ting them,  and  your  powder  by  throwing  it  into  the  water. 

III.  You  will  move  out  from  your  lines  at  an  early  hour  on  Friday 
night,  withdrawing  first  from  Battery  Trenholm,  then  from  Secession- 
ville,  tlien  through  Fort  Johnson  and  Haskell  sections  ot  the  commands, 
and  lastly  from  the  new  lines,  Pringle  and  Tynes,  and  concentrate  your 
trooi)S  near  McCloud’s  house. 

IV.  You  will  then  march  across  the  Wappoo  Creek  by  the  nearest 
route  to  Ashley  Ferry  (bridge);  cross  the  Ashley  and  down  the  Dor- 
chester road  to  the  intersection  of  that  road  with  the  State  road  leading 
to  Monk’s  Corner,  where  you  will  halt  until  joined  by  the  troops  from 
Charleston,  or  until  further  orders  are  given  you.  It  is  important  to 
accom])lish  this  march  by  morning. 

V.  You  will  leave  your  ordinary  picket  in  front  of  the  new  lines. 
This  picket  will  consist  of  picked  men  under  picked  officers,  who  will 
retire  after  you  have  concentrated  your  troops,  and  which  must  be 
put  on  picket  on  the  night  of  the  evacuation  in  order  that  they  may  be 
fresh. 
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YI.  You  will  leave  a few  cavalry  at  the  new  lines  and  Fort  Johnson 
until  morning,  when  they  will  observe  and  report  to  you  any  opera- 
tions of  the  enemy.  These  cavalry  parties  will  burn  the  bridges  across 
the  James  Island  Creek,  at  DilFs  Bluff,  and  the  bridges  near  Holmes’ 
house  and  Newtown  Cut;  also  the  pontoon,  drawbridge,  and  upper 
Wappoo  Cut  bridge,  near  Fort  Pemberton.  The  infantry  incket  will 
act  as  provost  guard  and  bring  uij  all  stragglers. 

VII.  You  will  order  the  troops  on  the  line  of  the  Stono,  in  Saint 
Andrews,  on  the  main  and  the  overflow,  to  conform  to  your  movements 
and  join  you  at  such  point  as  you  think  i)roper. 

YIII.  When  you  move  you  will  require  your  troops  to  march  com- 
pactly, commanding  officers  of  companies  in  rear  of  their  companies, 
and  permit  no  soldier  to  break  ranks  for  any  purpose  without  permis- 
sion of  the  commanding  officer  of  his  company.  Direct  the  officer  to 
enforce  this,  if  necessary,  by  shooting  the  offender. 

IX.  You  will  halt  your  troops  at  proper  intervals,  stack  arms,  and 
call  the  roll,  allowing  your  troops  to  rest  a reasonable  time. 

X.  You  will  require  your  ambulances  (or  two-horse  wagons  substi- 
tuted for  ambulances)  to  march  in  rear  of  each  organization,  to  convey 
such  men  as  maybe  unable  to  march,  and  will  require  the  surgeons  to 
march  in  rear  of  their  several  organizations  to  decide  whether  the 
condition  of  the  soldiers  entitles  them  to  such  transportation.  This 
and  preceding  paragraph  will  apply  to  all  future  marches. 

XI.  You  will  send  to  the  city  to-day  or  early  to-morrow  morning  all 
your  sick,  and  such  men  as  are  not  tit  for  active  service,  and  you  will 
also  forward  to  day  and  to  night  such  surplus  material,  ordnance,  and 
ordnance  stores  as  in  your  judgment  can  be  spared  with  due  regard  to 
holding  your  lines  to  the  day  of  evacuation.  This  is  not  intended  to 
apply  to  shot  and  shell  for  heavy  guns,  for  which  we  have  no ‘trans- 
portation, or  to  other  than  fixed  ammunition  for  your  guns  of  small 
caliber. 

XII.  I desire  you  to  issue  five  days’  rations  to  your  troops,  commenc- 
ing on  Thursday  morning,  which  will  give  you  two  days’  rations  in 
camp,  and  three  days’  rations  on  the  march.  Of  these  five  days’  rations, 
three  days’  rations  at  least  (or  at  your  discretion  all)  must  consist  of 
hard  bread  and  bacon  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  hard  bread  and  one-half 
pound  bacon  to  the  ration.  If  you  have  sugar  or  coffee  now  on  the 
island,  either  for  general  issue  or  hospital  purposes,  issue  five  days’ 
sugar  and  coffee  to  your  men. 

XIII.  For  the  jiurpose  of  preventing  any  incumbrance  or  impediment 
to  our  movements,  you  will  require  Captain  Mordecai,  assistant  quarter- 
master, to  distribute  according  to  the  order  sent  you  yesterday  the 
transportation  for  your  command.  You  will  have  the  wagons  parked 
for  each  command  at  an  early  hour  on  to-morrow  morning  (16th  instant), 
and  will  notify  commanding  officers  of  your  different  organizations  that 
the  load  of  each  wagon  will  be  weighed  by  the  division  quartermaster, 
and  that  any  excess  of  1,500  pounds  to  each  four-horse  wagon,  or  700 
pounds  to  each  two-horse  wagon,  will  be  thrown  off’  and  abandoned 
when  it  reports  to  him. 

XIV.  In  packing  the  wagons  regard  will  be  had  first  to  men  and 
officers’  cooking  utensils;  second,  to  officers’  bedding,  and  third,  to 
officers’  clothing.  No  trunk  or  box  for  officers  (except  hand-trunks) 
containing  clothing  will  be  packed  on  any  wagons  except  staff  wagons. 

XV.  These  wagons  will  report  by  12  m.  on  the  16th  instant  to  your 
district  quartermaster,  Cajitain  Mordecai  (who  will  act  as  quarter- 
master of  your  command  until  the  crossing  of  the  Santee),  at  his 
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wagon  yard  in'  Saint  Andrew’s  Parish,  when  you  will  direct  him  to  move 
with  the  least  possible  delay  with  these  and  such  other  wagons  as  he 
may  be  required  by  myself  to  take  charge  of  to  Saint  Stephen’s  Depot, 
on  the  Northeastern  Railroad,  pursuing  the  route  indicated  for  the 
march  of  your  troops  across  the  Ashley,  &c. 

XVI.  You  will  send  a staff  or  such  line  officer  as  you  may  detail 
with  a small  detail  of  couriers  and  guides  to  examine  the  route  indi- 
cated for  our  march  and  select  the  best  road. 

XVII.  Colonel  Colcock  with  his  cavalry  will  burn  the  Ashley  Ferry 
bridge  after  its  passage  by  your  command. 

XVIII.  Before  leaving  the  island  you  will  cause  all  boats  to  be 
destroyed.  I shall  rely  upon  your  judgment  and  discretion  to  give 
such  other  instructions  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
desired  object.  ' 

XIX.  You  will  inform  signal  and  telegraph  operators  of  your  move- 
ments so  that  they  may  escape  with  their  instruments. 

[W.  B.  TALIAFERRO.] 


Battery  Bee, 
February  15^  1865 — 6 a.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j Sumter: 

I think  that  if  the  whole  of  Parker’s  battery  be  left  at  Andersonville, 
one  gun  of  Le  Gardeur’s  battery  be  sent  to  Graham’s  and  another  to 
Buck  Hall,  with  a support  of  100  men,  that  it  wonld  render  the  position 
secure.  Have  not  made  the  arrangements,  and  shall  not  do  it  unless  I 
receive  orders  from  General  Taliaferro,  as  the  firing  on  Stono  renders 
it  possible  Le  Gardeur’s  will  be  needed  there. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 


Battery  Bee, 
February  15.,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Sumter: 

Your  dispatch  just  received  2.10  p.  m.  The  information  you  ask  for 
has  been  sent  yon  in  repeated  dispatches.  I will  leave  Mount  Pleasant 
immediately  to  see  the  general.  I should  like  to  send  two  Parrott  guns 
now  on  the  lines  to  Andersonville,  and  send  on  a section  of  Parker’s 
battery  to  McClellanville. 

RHETT, 

Colonel. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  15,  1865. 

Major  General  Stevenson, 

South  Side  of  the  River: 

Have  just  received  your  note  of  7 p.  m.  I had  already  given  my 
general  instructions  to  General  Hampton,  who  parted  from  me  about 
one  hour  since,  to  following  effect:  llold  the  other  side  of  river  as 
long  as  practicable  without  endangering  safety  of  the  troops,  then 
hold  bridge-head  long  enough  to  save  all  wagons,  artillery,  &c. ; then 
if  forced  back  from  there  destroy  a part  of  the  bridge  at  both  extremi- 
ties j put  guns  in  position  on  this  side  to  command  approach  of  the 
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bridge  and  to  enfilade  it.  Construct  works  on  this  side  to  keep  enemy’s 
batteries  as  far  from  city  as  possible.  The  city  must  then  be  held  as 
long  as  circumstances  will  permit  to  give  time  to  our  re-enforcements  to 
arrive.  When  forced  back  retire  toward  Winnsborough. 

I will  see  yon  in  the  morning. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  15,  1865. 

Maj.  N.  W.  Smith, 

Chief  Inspector  Field  Transportation  : 

Major  : I wish  to  ])lace  1,000  or  1,500  men  on  the  Edgefield  plank 
road,  about  ten  miles  from  the  city,  to  guard  approach  in  that  direction. 
It  will  be  impossible  to  do  so  without  wagons  for  supplies  and  baggage. 
Wliat  can  you  do  toward  supplying  Stewart’s  corps  so  that  it  may 
move  as  soon  as  concentrated  f 
Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  15,  1865. 


Major-General  Walthall: 

General:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  troops  at  Graniteville  and 
Bath.  A regiment  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  should  be  at  the  latter 
place.  Major  Hamilton  was  directed  to  send  you  a battery.  Colonel 
Hannon’s  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  100  men,  is  ordered  oil* 
to-morrow.  The  force  left  is  directed  to  watch  your  front  and  to  report 
to  you  for  orders. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  Genera  1. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  15,  1865. 

Captain  Hazzard  : 

If  you  can  be  useful  in  harassing  the  Yankees  and  stopping  maraud- 
ing remain  until  the  20th.  I wish  you  by  all  means  to  keep  us  con- 
stantly a])prised  of  any  movement  of  the  Yankees  this  way  by  the 
plank  road  from  Edgefield. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  15,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 
Major-General  Cheatham: 

General:  I send  you  dispatch  with  translation.  Walthall  will  fol- 
low you  to-morrow.  As  he  has  no  cavalry,  that  with  you  ought  to 
cover  his  fiank  also,  if  possible. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 
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Augusta,  Ga.,  February  15,  1865 — 7.15  a.  m. 

General  Wheeler  ; 

General  : I think  your  best  movement  would  be  to  get  in  front  of 
the  Yankees  and  delay  their  movement  upon  Columbia, 
liespectfully, 

T>.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


February  15,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
Colonel  Grigsby  (of  General  Wheeler’s  staff), 

Boozer’’ s House: 

Colonel  : Major-General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is 
instructed  by  General  Beauregard  to  notify  Generals  Wheeler,  Cheat- 
ham, and  Stewart,  when  in  his  oiiinion  the  emergency  requires  that  the 
troops  at  or  near  Augusta  should  move  to  Columbia.  Notice  has  been 
sent  by  General  Hampton,  in  General  Beauregard’s  name,  and  also  by 
General  Stevenson,  urging  the  movement  of  all  the  available  force  at 
or  near  Augusta  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  under  General  Stevenson 
and  General  Hampton,  operating  now  near  Columbia.  General  Hamp- 
ton desires  me  to  say  that  the  enemy  are  pressing  heavily  on  General 
Stevenson’s  line,  on  the  State  road  from  Orangeburg  to  Columbia,  and 
are  also  threatening  the  positions  of  General  Stevenson’s  right, 
which  is  at  present  only  defended  by  cavalry,  on  Congaree  Creek.  A 
column  of  infantry  and  cavalry  is  also  reported  moving  on  the  road 
leading  from  Orangeburg  to  Lexington.  General  Hampton  thinks  that 
the  most  urgent  necessity  exists  for  the  most  rapid  movement  possible 
of  Generals  Wheeler,  Cheatbam^  and  Stewart’s  commands  to  accom- 
plish a junction  with  the  troops  now  defending  Columbia.  He  desires 
General  Wheeler  to  communicate  this  to  Generals  Cheatham  and 
Stewart  or  their  representatives  in  command.  A vigorous  attack  by 
their  troops  in  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  even  after  they  cross  Con- 
garee Creek,  would  relieve  Columbia  and  enable  us  to  hold  the  line  of 
the  Congaree.  General  Hampton  urges  General  Wheeler  to  push  on 
and  re-enforce  the  picket-line  of  Butler’s  division,  now  extended  on 
Congaree  Creek.  In  case  the  enemy  succeed  in  driving  our  lines  in,  so 
as  to  interrupt  the  road  from  Edgefield  to  Columbia,  General  Butler 
has  been  ordered  to  take  up  the  line  of  the  Saluda.  At  present,  how- 
ever, it  is  hoped  that  the  line  of  the  Congaree  Creek,  four  miles  below 
Columbia,  will  be  held  u*ntii  the  troops  from  Augusta  arrive. 

Eespectfuliy, 

THEODORE  G.  BARKER, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

A courier  just  in  reports  the  enemy  has  crossed  at  Strickland’s,  on 
the  Orangeburg  and  Lexington  road,  advancing  rapidly. 


Headquarters, 
February  15,  1865 — 8 p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General:  I am  directed  by  General  Beauregard  to  say  that  he 
wishes  you  to  move  to  Columbia  at  once.  The  bearer  will  also  explain 
the  wishes  of  the  general  in  other  particulars. 

Very  respectfully. 


WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Crews’  Gavalra'  Brigade, 

February  15^  1865. 

Capt.  B.  A.  Terrett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Captain  : 1 have  just  beeu  ordered  by  Geueral  Hill  to  report  to 
General  Clieatham  on  tlie  Graniteville  and  Betlileliem  roads.  Colonel 
Hannon  is  at  this  time  relieving  my  command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  CREWS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  15,  1865—7.30  a.  m. 

General  Iverson: 

Send  down  Lewis’  brigade  to  Augusta  to-day.  You  may  remain  in 
person  to  see  General  Ferguson  and  explain  matters  to  him.  You  can 
at  once  recall  the  pickets  at  the  different  bridges  and  let  them  come 
down  to-night. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- Geiieral. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  15,  1865, 


General  Ferguson, 

Green’s  Gut : 


General  : You  will  remain  for  the  present  on  Brier  Creek  and  will 
relieve  all  the  pickets  and  scouts  of  Lewis’  brigade.  Keep  a small  party 
on  the  Savannah  as  low  as  Stony  Bluff  to  give  notice  of  Yankee  move- 
ments and  to  resist  as  far  as  practicable  a crossing  to  the  Georgia  side. 
You  will  try  to  arrest  stragglers  and  deserters  either  by  keeping  scout- 
ing parties  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  upper  bridges  or  by  keeping 
pickets  at  these  bridges.  A line  of  pickets  or  scouts  must  cover  and 
protect  the  telegraph  wires  to  Milieu.  Your  own  headquarters  should 
be  near  Green’s  Cut,  near  telegraph  office,  and  the  bulk  of  your  com- 
mand be  kept  there  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


P.  S.— General  Iverson  has  been  instructed  to  remain  in  person  until 
he  has  given  you  all  the  requisite  information  in  regard  to  the  country, 
picket-line,  &c. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  15,  1865. 

Colonel  Hannon, 

Aiken : 

Colonel:  You  will  leave  from  75  to  100  men  under  a first-rate 
officer  to  picket  in  front  of  Aiken.  The  officer  will  report  to  jMajor- 
General  Walthall,  at  Graniteville,  and  will  also  report  by  courier  and 
telegTaph  to  me  all  important  movements  of  the  Yankees.  You  will 
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move  at  daylight  to-morrow  with  the  remainder  of  your  command  to 
Treadway  Post-Office,  on  Upper  Three  Kuns,  and  there  report  to  Major 
General  Young  of  the  cavalry  and  be  subject  to  his  orders.  You  will 
take  with  you  two  days’  rations  for  man  and  horse. 

Kespectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  February  15^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Hebert, 

Chief  Engineer : 

General:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  covering  a 
copy  of  the  report  of  Captain  Liernur,  engineer,  the  major-general 
commanding  dirf'cts  me  to  say  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  lay  a pontoon 
bridge  at  the  Hilton  Ferry  crossing  of  the  Northeast  Eiver.  He  desires 
that  all  available  flats  will  be  collected,  and  with  a steamer  be  held 
ready  to  transfer  the  forces  now  at  Fort  Anderson  to  this  bank  of  the 
river,  should  the  necessity  arise. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  February  6 [16 f],  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia,  S.  C.: 

Your  telegrams  of  yesterday  received.  You  can  better  judge  of  the 
necessity  for  evacuating  Charleston  than  I can.  Such  full  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  that  I had  hoped  for  other  and  better  results, 
and  the  disappointment  is  to  me  extremely  bitter.  The  re-enforce- 
ments calculated  on  from  reserves  and  militia  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  together  with  the  troops  ordered  from  Mississippi,  must  have 
fallen  much  short  of  estimate.  What  can  be  done  with  the  naval 
squadron,  the  torpedo  boats,  and  your  valuable  heavy  guns  at  Charles- 
ton? Do  not  allow  cotton  stored  there  to  become  prize  of  the  enemy, 
as  was  the  case  at  Savannah.  From  reverse,  however  sad,  if  you  are 
sustained  by  unity  and  determination  among  the  people,  Ave  can  look 
hopefully  forward.  I suppose  General  Lee  has  communicated  with 
you  directly.  Your  promised  notes  of  conference  will  be  anxiously 
looked  for. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  16,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia,  S.  C.: 

If  there  be  danger  at  Columbia  take  the  promptest  and  most  efficient 
measures  to  save  the  machinery  at  the  armory. 

J.  C.  BEECKINEIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Va.,  February  16,  1865, 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Columbia,  S.  C.: 

Our  necessities  here  are  great.  Why  interfere  with  provisions  at 
Charlotte  Junction,  ordered  here  by  Commissary-General  Unless 
your  necessities  are  very  great  they  should  be  sent  here. 

J.  C.  BRECKINEIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

General  B.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-Chief,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

I returned  last  evening  from  Charleston.  I shall  assume  command 
to-day  of  all  forces  in  South  Carolina.  The  present  military  situation 
is  thus : Our  forces,  about  20,000  effective  infantry  and  artillery,  more  or 
less  demoralized,  occupy  a circumference  of  about  240  miles  from 
Charleston  to  Augusta.  The  enemy,  well  organized  and  disciplined, 
and  flushed  with  success,  numbering  nearly  double  our  force,  is  con- 
centrated upon  one  point  (Columbia)  of  that  circumference.  Unless 
I can  concentrate  rapidly  here,  or  in  my  rear,  all  available  troops,  the 
result  cannot  be  long  doubtful.  General  Hardee  still  hesitates  to  aban- 
don Charleston,  notwithstanding  T have  repeatedly  urged  him  to  do  so, 
thereby  losing  several  davs  of  vital  importance  to  future  operations. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-Chief,  Richynond,  Ya.: 

Enemy  commenced  shelling  the  city  this  morning.  He  is  apparently 
moving  up  toward  Saluda  River.  Our  forces  occupy  south  bank  of 
that  stream  and  Congaree. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-Chief,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

Enemy  has  forced  a ])assage  across  the  Saluda  River  above  Columbia. 
I will  endeavor  to  prevent  him  from  crossing  the  Broad,  but  my  forces 
here  are  so  small  it  is  doubtful  whether  I can  prevent  it.  Columbia 
will  soon  have  to  be  evacuated. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

(Same  to  General  Hardee.) 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Geyieral,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

General  Pillow,  at  Montgomery,  tenders  his  services  to  till  up  ranks 
of  Army  of  Tennessee,  if  Government  will  give  him  control  of  that 
branch  of  service  west  of  Savannah  River,  subject  to  my  orders. 
Assistants  could  be  furnished  him  from  best  of  supernumerary  officers. 
I approve  his  proposition.  It  is  of  highest  importance  to  collect  at 
once  all  stragglers  and  absentees  from  army. 

G.  T.  BExAUREGARD. 
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Montoomery,  February  16,  1865. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

Will  move  office  to  Macon  to-morrow. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  16, 1865. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

The  wagon  trains  of  Cheatham  and  Lee  have  been  communicated 
with  and  will  proceed  by  land,  according  to  original  orders.  Eoute 
unchanged.  The  army  trains,  fifty  wagons,  will  proceed  by  land,  via 
Columbus,  instead  of  West  Point;  all  to  pass  through  Macon.  Similar 
orders  have  been  left  for  Stewart^s  train. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  February  16,  1865, 

Col.  E.  E.  PORTLOCK, 

Assistant  Inspector- General: 

Colonel  : Bepresentations  have  been  made  from  so  many  quarters 
prejudicial  to  the  character  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  as  to  make  it  desira- 
ble that  an  examination  should  be  made  respecting  their  foundation,  as, 
if  true,  they  are  calculated  (as  they  have  been  said  to  have  done)  to 
produce  disafiection  amongst  the  people  and  to  bring  reproach  upon 
our  arms.  Whilst  so  constantly  engaged  in  front  of  the  enemy,  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a regular  inspection,  but  by  visiting  their  camps 
and  observing  their  management  and  the  degree  of  discipline  exercised, 
and  in  passing  over  the  country  through  which  they  have  operated  you 
can  learn  enough  to  be  able  to  report  advisedly.  With  large  bodies  of 
troops,  especially  cavalry,  there  must  occur  some  irregularities,  grow- 
ing out  of  straggling,  but  where  the  latter  prevails  to  an  extent  which 
impairs  the  efficiency  of  a command,  and  depredations  or  outrages  are 
committed  indiscriminately,  it  is  sufficient  grounds  upon  which  to  sus- 
I)ect  inefficiency.  See  what  system  is  pursued  to  prevent  straggling; 
what  punishments,  if  any,  have  been  inflicted  for  irregularities,  and 
what  means  are  adopted  to  supply  men  and  animals  of  his  command. 
See  and  examine  the  inspectors  upon  this  subject,  report  facts  coming 
under  your  observation,  or  where  complaints  are  made  let  them  be 
substantiated  by  the  proper  affidavits  or  certificates.  Abuses  which 
can  be  corrected  by  the  commanding  general  report  to  him  for  correc- 
tion, advising  this  office  of  that  fact.  In  fact,  colonel,  your  mission  is 
to  report  abuses  wherever  found,  and  to  correct  them  in  so  far  as  can 
be  done  through  department  commanders,  with  whom  you  will  commu- 
nicate upon  all  points  over  which  their  authority  extends.  As  nothing 
of  an  official  character  has  been  reported  respecting  the  cavalry  referred 
to,  you  will  consider  the  rumors  herein  reported  as  merely  designed  to 
direct  your  attention  to  alleged  abuses,  and,  found  incorrect,  to  disabuse 
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by  a report  of  facts  the  impressions  at  present  prevailing.  Of  course 
the  remarks  and  instructions  are  confidential,  your  order  for  the 
inspection  being  sufficient  to  secure  you  the  necessary  facilities. 

1 am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

By  direction  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  your  accounts  for 
personal  expenses,  &c.,  upon  being  certified  to  by  yourself,  will  be  paid 
by  any  quartermaster  without  being  referred  to  this  office  for  approval. 

E.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  39.  ) Richmond . February  16,  1865. 

******* 

XXII.  While  on  the  way  to  Florida  (as  directed  in  paragraph  VII, 
Special  Orders,  No.  29,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  series 
of  1865),  Col.  E.  E.  Portlock,  jr.,  will  make  such  inspection  as  is  practi- 
cable of  the  cavalry  under  Major-General  Wheeler,  and  of  the  reported 
depredations  committed  by  that  command  while  on  the  march.  The 
quartermaster’s  department  will,  upon  application,  furnish  him  the 
necessary  transportation  to  execute  this  order. 

*****  * 

XXVI.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evans,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  duty  in  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  and  will 
report  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding,  &c. 

* * * * * ' * * 

XXXIII.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  M.  Law,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  duty  and  will  report  for  orders  to  General  Braxton  Bragg,  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div.  of  the  West, 

No.  1.  ) Columbia,  8.  G.,  February  16,  1865, 

By  order  of  the  President,  I assume  command  of  all  the  troops  oper- 
ating in  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Lieutenant-Generals  Hardee  and 
Hampton  and  Major-Generals  Stevenson  and  Wheeler  will  report 
direct  to  these  headquarters. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Charleston,  February  16,  1865. 

(Eeceived  9.50  a.  m.  17th.) 

His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

The  following  dispatch  received  to-day  from  General  Beauregard : 

Dispatch  of  to-day  received,  containing  President’s  -dispatch.  I have  far  from 
sufficient  force  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  in  the  field.  He  is  at  this  moment 
investing  Columbia  Avith  his  four  corps  (as  reported)  on  the  south  side  of  Cou- 
garee.  Hence  I see  no  good  reason  for  deviating  from  the  plan  already  decided 
upon:  on  the  contrary,  I urge  its  immediate  execution. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE. 
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Charleston,  S.  0.,  Fehrtiarij  16,  1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

Your  telegram  from  Columbia  received.  On  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
yesterday  from  Florence,  preparations  been  again  pushed  forward. 
The  movement  will  begin  to-day,  and  be  carried  out  without  delay. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

• Lieutenant-  General. 


Charleston,  S.  C.,  February  16j  1865, 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

General  Hardee  has  been  sick  in  bed  for  two  days,  threatened  with 
typhoid  fever.  His  surgeon  says  he  must  be  sent  off  to-morrow.  I 
have  telegraphed  General  McLaws,  who  is  the  next  in  rank,  to  come 
to  Charleston  and  take  command. 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charleston,  February  16,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws: 

General  Hardee  has  been*  sick  in  bed  for  two  days,  and  must  be  sent 
off'  to-morrow.  He  desires  you  to  turn  over  your  command,  your 
instructions,  and  your  staff' to  the  next  in  rank,  and  come  here  at  once 
to  take  command.  Have  you  an  engine  that  you  can  come  down  on? 
Otherwise,  I will  send  you  one. 

T.  B.  EOY. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Morning  report  of  Harrison’s  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  George  P.  Harrison. 


Commands. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Present. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

5th  Georgia  Regiment  (Daniel) 

180 

205 

259 

290 

32(1  Georgia  Regiment  macon) 

242 

256 

310 

328 

47th  Georgia  Regiment  (Connor) 

155 

169 

191 

206 

Ist  South  Carolina  Cavalry  (dismounted)  (Trezevaut)  

40 

43 

46 

49 

Grand  total 

617 

,673 

806 

873 

GEO.  V.  HAEEISON,  Jr., 

Colonel,  ( Jommandiny. 

Two  Miles  and  a Half  from  Dean’s  Bridge, 

February  16,  1865. 


Battery  Bee, 
February  16,  1865 — 1 p. 

Captain  Page, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City: 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  Anderson ville: 


m. 


The  number  of  tbe  fleet  remains  tlie  same  at  12  this  noon  as  at  11.10  last  p.  m. 
Two  barges  were  quite  busy  sounding  in  front  of  Palmetto  Point.  One  came  in  quite 
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near  the  shore,  hut  a party  of  six  ineu  fired  on  her.  She  moved  off.  During  the  time 
they  were  sounding  signaling  was  kept  up  between  barges  and  a tug.  Their  distance 
about  one  mile  from  shore. 

Dispatch  from  Graham’s  just  received  says  that  a barge  has  been 
moving  about  mouth  of  creek  also  engaged  in  sounding.  One  of  the 
steamers  has  just  gone  up  to  mouth  of  creek. 

Respectfully, 

M.  J.  KIRK, 

Captam. 


Battery  Marshall, 
February  16)  1865 — 2.20  p.  m. 

Signal  Operator, 

Pabnetto  Battery: 

Be  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice.  Save  all  the  most  valuable 
Government  property.  Orders  and  messages  burnt. 

METARD, 

Sergeant. 


battery  Marshall, 
February  16,  1865 — 2.45  p.  m. 


Signal  Operator, 

Palmetto  Battery: 

Keep  an  extraordinary  good  watch  on  G . Destroy  all  papers. 

Keep  none. 


METARD, 

Sergeant. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Cheatham, 

Commanding  Corps: 

General  : General  Beauregard  directs  me  to  say  that,  as  the  enemy 
now  occupies  a position  between  his  forces  and  those  under  yourself,  he 
deems  it  best  that  you  move  to  the  Greenville  railroad  at  the  nearest 
point,  and,  if  forced  by  the  enemy,  take  cars  with  your  command  to 
Abbeville  and  await  further  orders,  reporting  to  these  headquarters 
your  arrival  and  the  condition  of  your  command.  You  will  also  report 
to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  your  movements,  that  Lieutenant-General 
Stewart  may  be  kept  advised. 

Resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  M.  OTEY, 

LieiUenant- Colonel  and  Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  16,  1865 — 10.30  p.  on. 

General  Walthall: 

General:  I am  sorry  that  the  wagons  were  not  sent  out  as  ordered 
last  night.  This  may  delay  your  movement  until  to-morrow,  and  then 
your  march  so  far  in  rear  of  Cheatham  will  be  hazardous.  You  ought 
to  get  as  near  him  as  possible.  General  Youjig,  with  a strong  cavalry 
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force,  is  ordered  to  cover  your  movement.  He  will  not  reach  Granite- 
ville  till  night.  Our  information  to  day  by  courier- line,  not  official,  is 
that  the  Yankees  occupy  Lexington.  You  had  better,  then,  march  by 
BausketLs  Mill  to  Kidge  Post-Office  and  halt  there,  if  your  information 
is  such  as  to  make  it  dangerous  to  go  beyond.  There  is  still  a route 
open  to  Columbia  from  Kidge  Post-Office  by  Germanville  and  Lee's 
Ferry  on  Saluda  Kiver. 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

D.  H.  HILL. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  February  16^  1865. 

General  Wade  Hampton, 

Columbia^  S.  C. : 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Senate  yesterday  con- 
firmed my  nomination  of  you  to  be  lieutenant-general.  As  you  were 
not  advised  of  the  nomination  you  may  not  have  anticipated  such 
action,  but  will  understand  it  as  an  expression  of  my  appreciation  of 
your  past  services  and  confidence  in  your  ability  and  future  usefulness. 
You  have  my  best  wishes  for  you  personally,  and  highest  hopes  of  you 
officially. 

JEFFN  DAVIS. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865--S  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Present : 

I regret  to  hear  the  enemy  has  crossed  the  Saluda.  Endeavor  by  all 
means  to  prevent  him  from  crossing  the  Broad.  Burn  the  bridge  should 
it  become  necessary.  Send  a messenger  to  Generals  Cheatham  and 
Hill  to  inform  them  of  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Columbia,  S.  C.,  February  16,  1865. 

Maj.  John  G.  Stokes, 

Spotswood  Hotel,  Riehmond,  Va.: 

Hampton  will  apply.  Stay  until  you  hear  from  the  papers  or  from 
me.  Enemy  in  front  of  Columbia.  Hope  to  hold  it. 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Brigadier- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Riehmond,  Va.,  February  17,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  7^>eaureoard, 

Columbia,  8.  C.  : 

Two  trains  belonging  to  the  State  of  Georgia  have  been  impressed  to 
remove  stores  from  Charleston.  Georgia  has  cotton  on  the  road. 
Return  the  trains  to  her  agentunless  they  are  employed  for  the  removal 
of  troops,  ordnance,  or  other  Confederate  property  of  more  importance 
than  cotton,  and  return  them  as  early  as  practicable  in  any  event. 

J.  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Kidgeway,  S.  C.,  February  17^  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  12  p.  ni.) 

General  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  Richmond,  Va. : 

Far  from  interfering  with  provisions  at  Charlotte.  Junction,  I have 
done  all  I could  to  send  everything  forward  from  Columbia.  I advise 
removal  of  all  supplies,  except  200,000  rations,  from  Charlotte  to  a safer 
place  farther  north.  No  time  should  be  lost. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  17,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11  o’clock.) 

General  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

Whilst  in  Augusta  I ordered  preparations  made  for  removal  of  all 
stores  and  supplies,  but  deficiency  of  trains  and  lack  of  energy  failed 
to  accomplish  all  that  was  required ; much,  however,  was  removed. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  40.  ] Richmond,  February  17,  1865. 

###**** 
XVII.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  as  chief  of  artillery.  Army  of  Tennessee. 

**##**# 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  W ar  : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-Chief,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

I believe  the  suggestion  of  General  Gorgas  impracticable,  but  will 
recommend  it  to  General  McLaws. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridge^vay,  S.  C.,  February  17,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Ya.: 

Enemy  having  forced  crossing  of  Saluda  and  Broad  Rivers  above 
Columbia,  city  had  to  be  evacuated  this  morning.  My  forces  are  now 
retiring  on  this  place.  Everything  possible  shall  be  done  to  retard 
enemy’s  advance,  but  I cannot  separate  cavalry  from  infantry  without 
fear  of  disaster,  owing  to  small  number  of  latter,  only  about  3,000 
effectives.  Moreover,  having  no  supply  trains  troops  must  move  along 
railroads. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.,  February  17 ^ 1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia j S.  C. : 

General:  My  last  dispatches  of  the  15th  were  returned  by  courier, 
but  reforwarded  yesterday  with  instructions  to  cross  the  Saluda  and 
^^o  down  the  north  bank.  Cheatham  encamped  last  night  at  Norris’ 
Store  and  designed  moving  to-day  toward  the  left  to  Mount  Willing 
and  thence  to  Lee’s  Ferry.  Walthall,  with  Stewart’s  corps,  left  yester- 
day, accompanied  by  Crews.  General  Stewart  has  not  yet  come  up. 
The  artillery  is  coming  on  slowly.  The  troops  having  passed  General 
Hill  is  desirous  of  leaving.  This  was  contemplated  by  you  in  your 
instructions.  But  should  the  enemy  occupy  Columbia  and  the  army 
falls  back  toward  the  Savannah  I deem  it  better  for  him  to  remain 
here.  I have  sent  officers  to  Washington  and  Abbeville  to  see  about 
stores  and  the  pontoon  bridge.  Be  good  enough  to  give  me  further 
instructions  about  General  Hill  and  my  own  movements. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia^  8.  0.,  February  17,  1865. 

Col.  G.  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

Colonel:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
we  leave  here  this  morning,  retreating  in  the  direction  of  Charlotte,  N. 
C.  Chesterville,  S.  C.,is  the  first  point  of  concentration,  and  if  it  can- 
not be  accomplished  there,  then  Charlotte,  N.  C.  Every  inch  of  ground 
will  be  contested,  and  it  is  hoped  Cheatham  and  Stewart  may  reach 
Charlotte  at  least  in  time  to  join  us.  Let  the  orders  for  Cheatham  and 
Stewart  to  join  us  remain  in  force  and  be  executed  with  the  least  delay 
practicable,  by  the  best  and  shortest  routes,  according  to  existing  cir- 
cumstances. The  following  routes  mieht  be  followed  by  troops  and 
trains  moving  to  Charlotte,  or  Chesterville,  according  to  circumstances: 

First.  Augusta,  Edgefield,  Newberry,  and  Chesterville.  That  por- 
tion of  the  route  from  Newberry  to  Chesterville  may  be  unsafe  should 
the  enemy  advance  northward  from  his  present  position,  extending 
along  Broad  Eiver  from  Columbia  toward  Alston.  It  is  not  yet  known 
how  near  he  is  to  the  latter  place. 

Second.  Augusta,  Edgefield,  Ninety-six  Depot,  on  the  Greenville  and 
Columbia  Eailroad;  Huntsville,  on  the  Laurensville  and  Newberry 
Eailroad;  Union ville  and  Chesterville. 

Third.  Eoute,  Washington,  Abbeville,  Laurensville,  Union  ville,  and 
Chesterville. 

Should  the  concentration  have  to  be  made  north  of  Chesterville,  from 
Laurensville,  the  troops  should  move  on  to  Spartansburg,  thence  to 
Yorkville  or  Shelby,  N.  C.,  thence  to  Charlotte.  Provisions  and  forage 
should  be  collected  in  advance,  at  proper  points  on  any  of  the  routes 
indicated  which  may  be  selected  or  adopted.  Working  parties  should 
be  sent  in  advance  to  repair  roads  and  bridges,  or  construct  bridges 
when  required.  A detachment  of  cavalry  sliould  accompany  each 
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coliium  of  troops,  or  each  wagon  train  moving  as  above  referred  to. 
The  troops  and  trains  should  not  be  sent  in  small  detachments,  but 
should  jiiove  regularly,  as  much  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eleven  Miles  from  Columbia,  February  17^  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
Captain  Sharp, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Ridgeway^  S.  G. : 

General  Beauregard  directs  that  an  engine  be  sent  to  this  point  as 
soon  as  possible  to  take  forward  the  train  with  ladies,  stores,  &c.,  left 
here  this  morning.  If  Captain  Sharp  is  not  at  Bidgeway  this  order 
must  be  communicated  by  telegraph  to  the  nearest  officer  or  railroad 
agent  controlling  transportation. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

A.  E.  CHISOLM, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Kidgeway,  S.  C.,  February  17^  1865. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Magrath, 

Winnsborougli^  S.  C. : 

Please  send  some  reliable  person  to  Alston  to  ascertain  the  truthful- 
ness of  the  reports  from  that  i)lace  and  communicate.  General  Wheeler 
is  on  the  direct  road  from  Columbia  to  Winnsborough.  You  can  com- 
municate with  him. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.^  February  17^  1865. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  Henry,  Assistant  Inspector  - General : 

Colonel  : General  Beauregard  directs  you  send  an  inspector  to  Bar- 
nett and  Washington  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the  road  between  those 
points  and  ascertain  the  progress  made  in  its  repair.  He  will  look  also 
closely  into  the  manner  in  whichpublic  property  is  taken  care  of  at  those 
points.  Five  days’  rations  for  15,000  men  were  ordered  to  be  stored  at 
Washington.  The  condition  of  the  road  may  have  prevented  the  strict 
execution  of  this  order  by  storing  them  at  Barnett.  He  will  see  if 
they  are  at  Barnett.  From  Washington  he  will  proceed  to  Abbeville, 
8.  C.,  examining  the  road  to  ascertain  its  condition  and  what  progress 
is  being  made  in  its  repair.  He  will  also  inquire  whether  any  depots 
have  been  established  along  that  route  for  gathering  and  concentrating 
of  the  tithe  due  from  the  tax  in  kind.  A pontoon  bridge  has  been 
directed  to  be  thrown  across  the  Savannah  at  the  most  eligible  point 
on  this  road.  It  is  desirable  to  know  what  steps  have  been  taken  in 
the  execution  of  this  order  by  Major  McCrady,  of  Augusta,  who  was 
charged  with  this  duty.  At  Abbeville,  S.  C.,  ten  days’  rations  were 
ordered  for  15,000  men.  At  Washington  and  Abbeville  he  will  obtain  a 
roster  of  the  post  officers,  and  observe  whether  they  are  competent  and 
efficient. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obebient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.,  February  17,  1865. 

Maj.  K W.  Smith, 

Inspector  of  Field  Transportation : 

Major  : I am  instructed  to  say  that  General  Beauregard  does  not 
approve  of  the  contracts  made  by  Major  Bryan  for  the  carriage  of  private 
freight  in  Government  wagons  between  Mayfield  and  Midway.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  consideration  of  its  irregularity,  it  is  improper  and 
injudicious,  from  the  fact  that,  as  our  transportation  is  limited,  it  is 
necessary  to  preserve  our  teams,  and  they  should  not  be  worn  out  by 
hauling  heavy  private  property.  It  not  only  exhausts  them  but  it 
retards  the  public  business.  Moreover,  our  sick  and  wounded  fur- 
loughed men  returning  to  their  homes  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  such  transportation.  General  Beauregard  has,  in  view  of  these  con- 
siderations, given  orders  that  all  private  freight  be  in  future  thrown 
out  of  the  Government  wagons,  and  he  requests  that  you  will  instruct 
Major  Bryan  to  recall  and  annul  the  contracts  made  by  him. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Charleston,  February  17, 1865. 

(Received  6.20  19th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  Hardee  has  been  sick  for  some  days  and  was  sent  off  by  his 
surgeon  to-day.  Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws,  the  next  in  rank,  will  be  here 
to  take  command  this  evening. 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

/Seven  Miles  from  Columbia,  on  Riee^s  Creelc  Spring  Road, 

February  17,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : General  Beauregard  wishes  you  to  inform  General  Steven- 
son that,  in  view  of  the  danger  of  the  enemy  crossing  Broad  River  above 
Wheeler’s  right,  it  is  deemed  best  that  Stevenson  and  his  command 
should  reach  Gookham  to-night,  between  Big  Cedar  and  Little  Cedar 
Creek,  and  his  train  the  vicinity  of  Ridgeway,  if  possible.  Cookham 
is  about  eighteen  miles  from  Columbia;  Ridgeway  about  twenty-five 
miles.  The  cavalry  will  necessarily  follow  its  movements.  Delay  the 
enemy  as  much  as  possible.  I will  await  at  Killian’s  Station  to  hear 
from  you.  The  general  wishes  you  to  keep  him  advised  of  the  enemy’s 
movements. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Columbia^  8.  (7.,  February  17 j 1865, 

Maj.  Geii.  Jos.  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 

General  : I am  directed  by  Geueral  Beauregard  to  inform  you  that 
on  leaving  the  city  he  will  take  the  common  road  along  the  railroad  to 
Winnsborough,  expecting  to  stop,  until  further  orders,  at  the  Eice 
Spring  road,  about  twelve  miles  from  here. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALB.  FEEEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


February  77,  1865 — 8.20  a.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler: 

General  : When  General  Stevenson  withdraws  he  will  move  over 
to  the  Charlotte  railroad.  You  will  cover  his  left  by  taking  care  of 
the  direct  Winnsborough  road.  Keep  one  portion  of  your  command 
in  front  of  the  enemy  as  he  advances  on  the  town  and  try  to  check 
him  on  this  the  Broad  Elver  road.  I will  be  at  Killian’s  Mill  (Ford’s 
Mill)  to-night. 

Very  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTOK, 

Lieutenant-  Ge^ieral. 


Charlotte  Eailroad,  February  17,  1865 — 12.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Corps : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  11.15  a.  m.  just  received.  Everything 
is  now  clear,  and  you  can  move  in  the  direction  indicated.  Communi- 
cate, if  possible,  with  General  Humes  and  the  other  troops  beyond  him. 
Picket  the  road  you  withdraw  on,  and  cover  the  Winnsborough  road 
by  keeping  a brigade  on  it.  It  is  important  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any 
movement  in  direction  of  Winnsborough,  or  up  the  river.  Can  you 
locate  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  Send  scouts  to  gain  all  the  informa- 
tion possible.  Communicate  with  me  at  Killian’s  Mill. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters, 
February  17,  1865 — 7,45  [a.  m.] 

General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

The  enemy  have  crossed  the  river  to  an  island  formed  by  the  river 
and  a slough  in  our  front.  They  will  soon  effect  a crossing  to  the  main- 
land. Please  have  some  cavalry  to  cover  any  movement  to  the  rear 
that  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  make. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C L STEVENSON, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Fields  February  17 ^ 1865. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Major-General  Wheeler,  I 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  failure  to  burn 
the  bridge  across  the  Congaree  Creek : The  enemy  advancing  upon  the 
State  road  in  heavy  force  drove  Colonel  Breckinridge  back  to  the  forks 
of  the  road  just  beyond  the  creek,  where  he  was  joined  by  Colonel 
McLemofe,  and  temporary  breast- works  made  of  rails.  The  infantry 
picketing  at  the  creek  had  partially  prepared  the  bridge  for  burning; 
the  bridge  being  very  wet,  covered  with  mud  and  it  still  raining,  I 
believed  the  bridge  would  not  burn  and  therefore  ordered  Captain 
Wright  to  prepare  it,  by  piling  on  more  rails  and  making  every  prepara- 
tion he  could.  In  the  meantime  Major-General  Butler,  to  whom  I was 
reporting,  came  upon  the  field,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  we  could 
hold  the  bridge  against  any  force  that  would  come  against  it.  He 
further  directed  that  if  the  enemy  crossed  above  or  below,  we  must 
concentrate  against  him  and  still  hold  the  position  across  the  creek. 
Finding  the  enemy  was  concentrating  in  heavy  force  upon  each  flank, 
I requested  General  Butler  to  let  me  retire  across  the  bridge  so  that  I 
could  effectually  destroy  it.  This  request  was  made  more  than  an  hour 
before  we  were  driven  across  the  bridge,  and  no  answer  was  received 
to  this  request  until  after  we  were  driven  back.  As  soon  as  we  were 
driven  across  the  bridge  it  was  set  on  fire.  Our  men  retired  to  the 
earth-works,  and  the  eneni}^  kept  away  from  the  bridge  until  all  the 
rails,  &c.,  upon  it  had  burned  up,  and  until  the  ’enemy  had  effected  a 
crossing  elsewhere,  and  the  infantry  supporting  our  left  had  been  with- 
drawn. The  enemy  kept  up  such  a heavy  tire  with  small-arms  and 
artillery  upon  the  bridge  after  we  retired,  tliat  we  could  not  cut  it 
down  without  great  loss  of  life.  Had  I been  allowed  to  retire  when  I 
requested  it,  my  intention  was  to  cut  the  bridge  down.  I feel  that  I 
am  not  responsible  for  the  failure  to  destroy  the  bridge  and  know  that 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  are  not.  They  displayed 
great  gallantry  in  defending  the  bridge  for  five  or  six  hours,  under 
constant  fire. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBBELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

February  17^  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Lieutenant  Chapin  has  just  arrived  from  Hughey’s  Ferry,  thirty-one 
miles  from  Columbia,  and  reports  General  Humes  crossing  his  command 
at  that  point,  but  thinks  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  all  across  to-day. 
General  Humes’  spoke  of  sending  the  Second  Kentucky  Begiment  twelve 
miles  below  Hughey’s  Ferry,  where  it  rould  cross. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  DIBBELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  17^  1865. 


Major-General  Young, 

Aiken j S.  C. : 

General  : Colonel  Hannon  reports  no  enemy  at  Williston.  It  seems 
to  me,  then,  that  you  had  better  niiite  Crews,  now  at  Leesville,  with  you 
and  harass  Sherman’s  rear  on  the  Congaree  or  make  a push  for  Barn- 
well Court-House,  and  get  all  his  hospitals,  depots,  &c.,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river.  Inform  me  by  letter,  and  not  by  telegraph,  what  route 
you  take.  I need  not  hint  to  so  prompt  a soldier  as  yourself  the  neces- 
sity of  dispatch.  Should  Sherman  take  Kingstree,  Hardee  can  only 
get  out  by  way  of  Orangeburg,  and  it  may  be  best  for  you  to  strike  for 
that  point.  I leave  the  matter  entirely  to  you  as  you  must  be  better 
informed  than  myself  as  to  position  of  the  Yankees.  Please  telegraph 
to  me  the  receipt  of  this  dispatch  as  courier-line  is  uncertain. 

Kespectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major-  General. 


Eichmond,  February  17^  1865. 


Maj.  F.  S.  Parker: 

Will  leave  this  evening  and  stop  one  day  in  Ealeigh. 


BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  17^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg^  Ya. : 

General  Schofield  with  part  of  his  corps  is  now  at  Morehead  City; 
the  rest  expected.  Their  design  is  against  Goldsborough,  and  perhaps 
Greensborough  in  connection  with  Sherman.  I have  in  my  possession 
an  order  from  Schofield  to  Terry.  They  have  been  demonstrating 
against  me  for  four  or  five  days. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Major  Parker, 

Aide-de-  Camp : 

Send  above  dispatch  to  General  Lee,  putting  those  letters  under- 
scored in  cipher  if  you  have  a signal  officer  who  understands  it.  Let  it 
go  at  once. 

Eespectfully,  vours, 

E.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington.,  February  17*  1865. 

Col.  George  Jackson, 

Commanding  Post : 

Colonel  : It  has  been  represented  that  a quantity  of  tobacco  and 
naval  stores  are  stored  in  the  city.  The  major-general  commanding 
directs  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  latter, 
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and  so  much  of  the  tobacco  as  may  not  be  required  by  the  commissary 
of  subsistence  for  issue  to  the  troops  at  this  point.  Transportation  will 
be  furnished  by  the  quartermaster’s  department  upon  requisition. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington^  Fehruary  17,  1865. 

Col.  George  Jackson, 

Commanding  Post: 

Colonel  : Captain  Grainger’s  presence  about  the  railroads  is  now  so 
necessary  from  the  increased  demands  for  transportation  as  to  render 
it  impossible  for  his-  attendance  with  the  guard  to  the  removal  of  cot- 
ton secreted  in  the  city.  Until  further  orders,  the  major-general  com- 
manding desires  that  you  will  assign  Captain  Toomer,  assistant  quarter- 
master of  your  command,  to  the  duty  of  removing  the  cotton  to  the 
depots.  Captain  Huggins  will  furnish  all  necessary  wagons. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  17,  1865. 

(Received  6.30  o’clock.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

The  enemy  have  Columbia,  and  reported  on  this  side.  It  is  danger- 
ous to  keep  the  Federal  officers  here. 

WM.  J.  HOKE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Charlotte,  February  17,  1865. 

(Received  18th.) 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke, 

Wilmington : 

The  enemy  hold  Columbia.  Arrangements  should  be  made  to  hold 
Charlotte. 

W.  J.  HOKE, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


Charlotte,  February  17,  1865. 

(Received  18th.) 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Wilmington : 

I am  ordered  to  ship  all  stores  from  this  place.  Give  me  all  the 
transportation  that  can  be  sent. 

W.  J.  HOKE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
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Goldsboroitgh,  February  17 j 1865, 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Wilmington : 

One  brigade  of  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  Thomas’  army,  arrived  at 
NTew  Berne  Tuesday.  They  have  a pontoon  train.  Scouts  report  the 
whole  corps  coming. 

L.  S.  BAKER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Ridgeway,  S.  0.,  February  18,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

Taliaferro  is  preferable  to  McLaws,  but  he  is  ranked  by  the  latter  and 
Major-General  Wright. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

Ko.  41.  ) Richmond,  February  18,  1865. 

******** 
XXIX.  Col.  John  B.  Sale,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Provisional 
Army,  0.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  General  Braxton  Bragg,  com- 
manding, &c.,  Wilmington,  X.  0.,  and  will  report  accordingly. 
****### 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War ; 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  18,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Columbia,  S.  C.: 

General:  I inclose  you  telegram  from  General  Taylor  as  to  the 
'enemy’s  movements  in  his  department.  All  is  quiet  in  our  immediate 
front,  no  enemy  being  reported  within  twenty  miles  of  Aiken.  We 
have  no  advices  from  the  east,  as  to  the  condition  of  aflairs  in  front  of 
Columbia.  Storrs’  battalion  of  artillery  has  arrived ; Johnston’s  is  daily 
expected.  General  Young  will  move  this  evening  toward  Orangeburg, 
and  endeavor  to  feel  the  enemy’s*  rear.  Headquarters  were  removed 
yesterday  from  Montgomery  to  Macon.  Xearly  all  of  General  Hood’s 
staff  have  reached  here.  I have  jdaced  all  the  inspectors  on  duty, 
having  need  for  them,  also  the  chief  quartermaster  and  assistant  com- 
missary. The  remainder  will  remain  here  for  further  orders,  except 
Major  Moore,  chief  commissary.  He  desires  a leave  of  absence  to  visit 
Richmond,  which  I declined  granting  him,  and  directed  him  to  reiiort 
to  you  as  soon  as  practicable.  He  is  a most  valuable  and  efficient 
officer.  I do  not  think  he  has  his  equal,  and  as  I do  not  know  your 
wishes,  I have  directed  him  to  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BREXT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Meridian,  February  17^  1865. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Augusta^  Ga.: 

Your  telegrams  of  yesterday  received.  Cotton  matters  at  Mobile 
fully  attended  to  long  since.  Thomas,  with  bulk  of  his  army,  has 
landed  at  Vicksburg,  and  moved  out  four  miles  east  of  there  with  pon- 
toon train.  Enemy  concentrating  at  Pensacola.  Think  he  will  proba- 
bly move  simultaneously  from  Vicksburg,  Pensacola,  and  Decatur. 

Pv.  TAYLOR, 

TAeutenant-  General. 


Ridgeway,  S.  0.,  February  18^  1865. 

Genei^al  L.  MgLaws, 

Charleston.^  S.  C.  : 

Columbia  was  evacuated  yesterday.  Hampton’s  cavalry  is  still  near 
the  city.  The  future  intentions  of  the  enemy  are  not  yet  developed. 
Carryout  mv  instructions  to  General  Hardee  as  rapidly  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridgeway,  S.  0.,  February  18,  1865. 

General  McLaw^s, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

General  Gorgas  suggests  that  the  navy  hold  the  forts  and  the  citi- 
zens the  lines,  that  the  enemy  may  be  delayed  as  long  as  possible  and 
concentration  be  effected.  General  Lee  and  myself  approve  his  sug- 
gestion and  recommend  its  adoption. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Major-General  McLaws, 

Charleston,  C.: 

The  Secretary  of  War  telegraphed  that  tlie  two  trains  belonging  to 
the  State  of  Georgia  im])ressed  for  Government  purposes  be  released 
and  returned  to  the  State  agent,  unless  they  are  employed  in  moving- 
troops  or  other  Government  stores  less  important  than  cotton,  as  the 
State  of  Georgia  has  cotton  on  the  road. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Charleston,  S.  C.: 

Be  careful  in  retiring  to  destroy  all  bridges  and  trestles  between 
Branchvdle  and  Charleston  and  Charleston  and  the  Santee,  inclusive. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  L.  McLaws, 

Charleston,  iS.  C. : 

Movements  of  enemy  indicate  that  the  junction  of  our  forces  cannot 
take  place  south  of  Charlotte,  NT.  ( ’.  You  will,  therefore,  carr^  out  the 
77  R R— VOL  XLYII,  PT  It 
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instructions  to  that  etfect  left  with  General  Hardee,  moving  by  rail  to 
Cheraw  all  the  infantry  and  artillery  which  can  thus  be  transported. 
Your  wagon  train  and  surplus  artillery  should  move  as  light  as  possible 
to  the  same  point,  whence  they  will  move,  properly  guarded,  with  all 
the  supplies  they  can  carry  to  Charlotte,  0.  The  troops  should 
move  from  Cheraw  to  Charlotte  Avith  live  days^  rations  and  a full 
supply  of  ammunition.  Not  a moment  should  be  lost  iu  the  execution 
of  these  orders. 

G.  T.  BP^AUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  oe  the  West, 

Augusta^  Qa.,  February  18^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  District  of  Georgia: 

General:  There  are  large  numbers  of  officers  and  men  in  this  city 
absent  from  their  commands.  They  excuse  themselves  by  saying  they 
do  not  know  where  their  commands  are,  and  when  informed,  reply  they 
cannot  walk  there.  A camp  of  direction  should  be  established  at  some 
suitable  point  for  the  concentration  of  these  absentees,  and  there  kept 
until  they  be  sent  to  their  proper  commands.  All  such  should  be  kept 
out  of  the  city.  Be  good  enough  to  call  the  attention  of  Brigadier- 
General  Fry  to  this  matter. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  February  I8j  1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  verbal  instruction,  I will  leave 
here  on  Wednesday  next  unless  otherwise  ordered  before  that  time. 
Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  18,  1865. 

Capt.  William  Stanley  will  proceed  to  inspect  all  the  cavalry  on  the 
waters  of  the  Ogeechee  and  Altamaha.  He  will  report  their  strength, 
condition  of  men,  horses  and  wagons,  efficiency  of  the  command,  and 
especially  of  commanding  officers,  state  of  discipline,  and  in  fine  Avill 
make  a complete  and  faithful  exhibit  of  the  military  and  moral  status 
of  the  cavalry  iu  the  regions  above  designated.  He  Avill  instruct  the 
cavalry  that  it  is  not  expected  of  them  to  lie  idle  iu  camp,  but  to  be 
constantly  engaged  in  harassing  the  enemy,  protecting  the  country, 
and  clearing  it  of  disloyal  men. 

1).  H.  HILL, 
Major-General. 


Doko,  February  18,  1865. 

General  Beauregard  : 

General:  As  Sherman  marches  in  so  extended  a manner  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  AA  e might  concentrate  on  one  of  his  corps  and 
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destroy  it.  At  present  the  Fifteenth  Corps  is  on  the  Winnsborough 
road,  the  Seventeenth  on  the  railroad,  and  the  other  two,  I suppose, 
across  the  Broad  Fiver.  The  country  between  the  two  corps  here  is 
rough  and  inaccessible,  so  that  if  we  could  concentrate  in  front  of  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  we  might  defeat  it  before  support  could  reach  it. 
All  the  cavalry  with  the  infantry  could,  I think,  defeat  one  corps.  I 
think  that  you  might  get  some  troops  from  Charleston,  if  they  were 
sent  by  rail  at  once  to  Camden.  The  road  to  Camden,  as  you  are 
aware,  turns  off  from  the  Wilmington  railroad  seven  miles  beyond 
Kingsville.  Kow,  if  troops  could  come  up  to  the  Junction  of  the  Cam- 
den and  Wilmington  road,  they  could  hold  the  crossings  of  the  Wateree 
till  you  could  get  re-enforcements  to  them.  The  swamp  is  very  wide 
and  very  difficult,  even  in  the  best  weather,  so  that  a small  body  o! 
troops  could  check  a much  larger  one.  I could  send  some  cavalry  to 
aid  if  necessary.  If  Sherman  comes  this  way  you  will  be  able  to  get 
some  of  your  troops  by  Camden  to  the  line  of  our  march.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  he  moves  on  Charleston  the  troops  at  the  Wateree  would  be 
in  the  proper  position.  Cheatham,  too,  can  now  join  us,  if  you  send 
telling  him  to  make  forced  marches.  With  a few  thousand  more  men 
we  can  cripple  Sherman  greatly. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenan  ^ General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

On  Crane  Credit  Six  Miles  from  Columbia^ 

February  18,  1865 — 1.20  p.  m. 

Capt.  Alb.  Ferry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  I have  just  learned  from  a source  not  thoroughly  reliable 
that  the  enemy  have  moved  up  a force  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
I shall  know  in  a short  time  definitely  about  it  from  scouts  sent  over 
the  river  yesterday.  In  the  meantime  I have  ordered  General  Allen  to 
picket  Broad  Kiver  up  as  far  as  Little  Fiver  and  General  Humes  to 
picket  it  from  Little  Fiver  to  Hughey’s  Ferry  (General  Humes  crossed 
at  Hughey’s  Ferry  yesterday).  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  object  in 
burning  the  railroad  bridge  at  Alston,  as  it  would  be  no  source  of  delay 
to  the  enemy  and  we  shall  need  it  after  the  enemy  have  passed  on.  I 
cannot  see  that  the  enemy  can  use  that  bridge  for  railroad  purposes. 
They  can  put  down  pontoons  quicker  than  they  can  floor  the  bridge  to 
take  over  wagons  and  horses.  Shall  the  bridge  be  burned?  The 
enemy’s  pickets  in  my  front  to-night  are  about  two  miles  from  the  State 
House,  placed  there  about  dark. 

Fespectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEF, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  18,  1865 — 7.25  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  a report  from  Captain 
Vason,just  received.  General  Anderson  is  encamped  between  Nip- 
per’s and  Cedar  Creeks  and  Colonel  Hagan  near  Frost’s  house,  both 
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ou  this  road.  So  soon  as  au  answer  is  received  to  a communication 
forwarded  to-niglit,  asking  if  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  order  my 
wagon  train  moved  from  where  it  is  now,  I think  it  would  be  better  to 
send  from  this  road  the  wagons  that  are  with  the  brigades.  The  coun- 
try between  this  and  the  Winnsborough  road,  being  very  broken,  and 
there  being  only  one  or  two  roads  by  which  the  latter  could  be  reached, 
I would  respectfully  ask  if  it  would  not  be  advisable,  in  view  of  these 
facts,  to  have  Colonel  Hagan  to  move  his  command  back  to-night  or 
early  in  the  morning.  Situated  as  he  is,  there  might  be  difficulty  in  his 
reaching  the  Winnsborough  road,  should  the  enemy  advance  rapidly 
to-morrow  morning.  The  scout  that  captured  the  two  prisoners  of  the 
Fourteenth  Corps,  H.  S.  Army,  this  afternoon,  thought  that  this  corps 
might  intend  moving  toward  Winnsborough  from  Freshly’s  Ferry. 
The  prisoners  were  captured  upward  of  a mile  east  of  the  Monticello 
road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEK, 
Brigadier-  General.,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Fehriiary  18,  I860.  (Received  19th.) 


Ceneral  Bragg, 

Raleigh  : 

General  Baker’s  scouts  exaggerate  enemy’s  force.  Get  what  troops 
you  can  together  and  strike  him  in  the  most  vulnerable  point  you  can. 
Cut  the  railroad  behind  him  and  collect  all  the  State  troops. 


R.  E.  LEE. 


Goldsborough,  February  18,  1865. 


General  Bragg: 

(Care  Governor  Vance.) 

Scouts  just  arrived  report  General  Foster  with  very  large  force  at 
New  Berne.  Two  brigades  recently  arrived;  one  brigade  on  Thursday. 
Scouts  think  that  enemy  will  move  about  middle  of  next  week. 
Respectfully, 

L.  S.  BAKER, 
Brigad  ier-  Genera  J. 


Goldsborough,  February  18^  1865—  6.50  p.  m. 

General  Bragg: 

(Care  Governor  Vance.) 

Scouts  report  Foster  in  New  Berne  with  large  force  and  forty  pieces 
artillery.  Think  he  will  move  on  Kinston  to-morrow.  Raiding  party, 
500;  1,000  with  artillery  moving  on  Greenville  and  Tarborough.  One 
regiment  negroes  and  400  Irishmen  to  work  on  railroad;  also  a force  o^‘ 
marines  with  torpedo-boats  to  come  up  the  river.  They  have  taken  up 
torpedoes  in  river  above  New  Berne  to  run  boats  as  far  up  river  as 
possible,  I suppose. 

Respectfully, 

L.  S.  BAKER, 
Brioadi  er- G energ  U 
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Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  18, 1865. 

Governor  Magrath, 

Winnsborough,  S.  C.: 

General  Butler  reports  enemy  advancing  on  Killian’s  Mill.  I will 
Ijrobably  be  in  Winnsborougli  to-morrow. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ridgeway,  S.  0.,  February  18,  1865. 

Governor  Isham  G.  Harris, 

Care  of  Governor  Magrath, 

Winnsborougli,  S.  C. : 

Can  you  give  any  information  of  Cheatham’s  movements  and  the 
burning  about  Alston  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  IS,  1865. 

Maj.  N.  W.  Smith, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Field  Transportation : 

Major:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  17tli  instant  in  rela- 
tion to  the  wagon  train  between  Mayfield  and  Midway,  I have  the 
honor  to  state  that  Maj.  P.  B.  Lee,  assistant  inspector-general,  was  the 
ofticer  selected  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  General  Beauregard. 
In  view  of  your  request  that  the  wagon  train  might  be  placed  under 
the  charge  of  some  other  quartermaster,  and  the  recommendation  of 
Maj.  W.  E.  Ayer,  chief  quartermaster,  Army  of  Tennessee,  you  will 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  him  for  its  tinnsfer  to  the  chief 
(jnai  term aster  of  the  army. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfnllv,  your  obedient  vservant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General, 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Captain  Sharp, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Winnsborough,  C.: 

Major  Trout  has  been  ordered  to  send  here  15,000  rations.  He  is  at 
Chesterville  and  wants  transportation.  Please  see  to  it  at  once.  Trout 
wants  an  engine. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

lAeulenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ridgeway,  S.  C.,  February  18,  1865. 

Major  Trout  , 

Chesterville,  S.  C.  : 

Have  telegraphed  to  Captain  Sharp,  but  communicate  with  him  and 
obtain  the  necessary  transportation  for  the  15,000  rations. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  February  19 j 1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

Reports  from  South  Carolina  induce  me  to  suggest  that  you  go  to 
General  Beauregard’s  headquarters  for  personal  conference  and  obser- 
vation as  soon  as  the  circumstances  in  your  front  will  permit. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


I February  19,1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relating  to  oper- 
ations in  the  Oarolinas,  see  Part  I,  p.  1044.] 


WiNNSBOROUGH,  S.  0.,  February  19,  1865—12.45  p.  m. 

(Received  5 p.  m.) 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Va.: 


Four  corps  of  enemy  are  reported  advancing  on  this  place  from  Colum- 
bia and  Alston  on  Broad  River,  tearing  up  Charlotte  railroad.  This 
indicates  his  intention  not  to  return  by  same  route.  He  will  probably 
be  at  Charlotte  about  the  24th,  before  my  forces  can  concentrate  there. 
He  will  doubtless  move  then  on  Greensborough,  Danville,  and  Peters- 
burg, or  if  short  of  supplies,  on  Raleigh  and  Weldon,  where  he  will  form 
a junction  with  Schofield. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


[First  indorsement.! 


To  the  President,  who  is  respectfully  requested  to  return  inclosures 
after  reading  them. 


dOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  \Var. 


[Second  indorsement.] 


It  is  not  possible  from  the  dispatches  to  understand  what  is  being 
done  to  concentrate  forces,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  enemj^  is 
ex])ected  to  move  indicates  little  effort  to  delay  or  obstruct  his  progress. 
If  we  knew  what  was  being  done  in  front,  on  flank,  or  in  rear  of  the 
enemy  where  our  forces  are,  and  on  what  lines  they  are  moving,  some 
suggestion  might  be  made. 

.1.  D. 


White  OxVK,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  8.30  p.  m.  201  h.) 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

After  close  examination,  and  exerting  every  means  in  my  power,  1 
find  it  impossible  for  the  troops  now  in  Charleston  to  form  a junction 
with  me  this  side  of  Greensborough.  BelicAung  it  best,  from  informa- 
tion just  received  from  Governor  Vance  and  General  Bragg,  to  trans- 
port the  troops  by  rail  to  that  point,  I have  directed  General  McLaws 
to  move  them  b}^  rail  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I am  also  of  the  opinion 
that  Cheatham,  at  Newberry  this  morning  Avith  2,000  men,  and  Stewart, 
eighteen  hours  behind  him,  with  1,200  men,  cannot  form  a junction 
Avith  me  exce])t  by  moving  across  Aua  Statesburg  and  Manchester,  and 
thence  by  rail  to  Greensborough.  This  movement  will  require  some 
days,  OAving  to  difficulties  of  crossing  the  Broad  and  Wateree  RiA^ers. 
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The  enemy  has  advanced  to  day  to  near  Winnsborongh  in  force,  and 
is  still  moving  along  the  railroad,  keeping  between  this  place  and 
Broad  Eiver,  thus  cutting  oft*  Cheatham  and  Stewart. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  Military  Hivision  of  the  West, 

Augusta j Ga.j  February  19y  1865. 
Col.  G.  W.  Eains,  Commanding  Arsenal  : 

Colonel:  General  Beauregard  desires  1,000,000  rounds  of  small- 
arms  ammunition  and  2,500  of  N^apoleon  sent  to  him  near  Columbia. 
Major  Ayer,  chief  quartermaster,  will  furnish  the  wagons.  An  escort 
will  leave  here  to-morrow  and  will  guard  the  train. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colo7iel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Macon,  Ga.,  February  19,  1865. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

Arrived  here  last  evening.  Lee’s  corps  wagon  trains,  in  advance  of 
the  others,  left  Columbus  yesterday  by  dirt  road.  I will  order  them  to 
hasten  through  to  Augusta.  Furloughed  troops  still  passing. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


WiNNSBOROUGH,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Capt.  H.  A.  E AMS  AY, 

Chief  Engineer.,  &e.,  Charlotte,  Ff.  C.: 

I believe  Cherryville  less  exposed  than  any  place  within  reach  of 
enemy’s  line  of  inarch,  which  will  i^robably  be  Charlotte  and  Greens- 
borough,  C. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Monk’s  Corner, 
February  19,  1865. 

General  S Cooper, 

Adjutant  a7id  Inspector  General: 

Charleston  was  successfully  evacuated  on  the  night  of  the  17th  and 
morning  of  the  18th,  and  the  troops  are  here  marching  to  form  a 
junction  with  General  Beauregard. 


L.  McLAWS, 
Major- General. 


White  Oak,  February  19,  1865. 
General  L.  McLaws,  Charleston,  S.  C. : 

Orders  for  movement  to  Cheraw  countermanded.  Send  infantry  with 
due  inoportion  of  artillery  by  rail  to  Greensborough,  IST.  C.,  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Call  upon  General  Bragg  and  Governor  Vance  for  all  the 
assistance  in  their  power.  Not  a moment  must  be  lost  in  executing  this 
order.  Leave  your  cavalry  to  protect  country  north  of  Santee  Elver. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

White  Oak,  8 Miles  north  of  Winnshorough,  8.  C.,  Fehrnary  19,1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart  and 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Cheatham, 

Commanding  Corps : 

Generals:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  your  two  corps  be  con- 
centrated as  soon  as  possible,  and,  as  it  is  now  out  of  your  power  to 
form  a junction  with  the  troops  on  this  side  of  Broad  Biver,  he  directs 
that  the  corps,  combined  with  the  cavalry  now  with  them,  move  as 
rapidly  as  possible  by  the  best  routes  to  Statesburg  or  Manchester, 
S.  C.,  and  thence  by  rail,  via  Florence,  S.  C.,  and  Wilmington,  to  Greens- 
borough,  N.  C.  The  commanding  general  would  suggest  that  if  the 
enemy  has  left  Columbia,  S.  C.,  the  corx)s  move  via  that  point,  crossing 
the  Wateree  at  Garner’s  or  Starr’s  Ferry.  Details  should  be  sent 
forward  to  collect  boats  at  the  i)roper  points  of  crossing  and  provis- 
ions along  the  line  of  march.  Your  artillery  and  wagon  trains  should 
also  go  by  rail.  You  will  not  fail  to  communicate  with  these  headquar- 
ters by  telegraph  immediately  upon  your  arrival  at  the  first  telegraph 
station. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


■ [Indorsement.! 

Deceived  February  21,  1865,  8 p.  m.,  at  Mrs.  Jones’,  one  mile  from 
Jones’  Ferry,  on  Ennoree  Eiver,  Newberry  District,  S.  C. 

JAS.  D.  POBTER,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WiNNSBOROUGH,  S.  C.,  Fehruary  19,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Doko  or  Kidgetvay : 

Have  just  arrived.  Will  be  here  for  several  hours.  Have  you  any 
report  from  Wheeler  or  Butler? 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


WiNNSBOROUGH,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Doko  or  Ridgeicay,  8.  C. : 

Enemy  are  reported  by  General  Humes  at  10.30  a.  m.  to  be  ten  miles 
from  this  place  advancing.  Be  careful  of  jmur  trains  and  Wheeler’s. 
(Communicate  with  General  Wheeler. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


WiNNSBOROUGH,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865. 

Li  eu ten  ant-  General  H am  p T on  , 

Doko  or  Ridgeway,  8.  C.  : 

As  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  are  better  developed  from  the  fact 
that  he  is  tearing  up  the  railroad  behind  him,  the  destruction  of  cotton 
is  deemed  unnecessary. 


G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 
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VViNNSBOROUGH,  S.  C.,  February  19,  I860 — 1 p.  m. 
Lieu  teua  □ t-  General  H ampton  , 

Dolxo  or  Ridyeway,  S.  C.: 

Colonel  Asliby  reports  enemy  at  10.45  a.  m.  to  be  advancing  in  heavy 
force  five  miles  below  Bell’s  Mills,  on  the  Columbia  and  Winnsborougli 
road.  Please  communicate  with  General  Wheeler. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Assist a7it  Adjutant- General. 


WiNNSBOROUGH,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

RoJio  or  Ridgeway,  S.  C.  : 

I am  just  leaving  here.  You  had  better  push  on  before  communication 
is  cut  olf.  I shall  stop  at  White  Oak,  with  Stevenson’s  command. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGARD. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

^Yhite  Oah,  S.  C.,  February  19,  1865 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General:  General  Beauregard  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
trains  and  infantry  will  turn  off  from  this  place,  taking  the  road  via 
Hazelwood  and  Rich  Hill  to  Landsford,  on  the  Catawba;  thence  they 
will  move  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Catawba  to  Belair;  thence  to 
Charlotte.  He  desires  your  cavalry  to  conform  its  movements  accord- 
ingly, protecting  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  column.  Thirty  thousand 
rations  are  still  at  Chesterville;  if  not  needed  by  you,  let  the  order  be 
given  for  their  removal.  Should  the  report  of  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  this  direction  be  confirmed,  the  trnins  and  troops  will  leave 
here  about  daylight  in  the  morning. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


White  Oak,  February  19,  1865 — 11.45  p.  m. 
Lieuten an t- G en er al  H ampton, 

Winnshorough,  iS'.  C. : 

Doctor  Cameron,  of  Reynolds’  brigade,  and  Private  Cameron,  of 
Company  B,  Fourth  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  report  a brigade  of  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  one  mile  and  a quarter  from  Youngsville,  on  the  Little 
River  road,  moving  on  Youngsville.  General  Beauregard  directs  me 
to  inform  you  of  it,  and  desires  proper  steps  be  taken  to  arrest  their 
progress  and  destroy  them,  if  ])ossible. 

,mO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistan t A djutant-  Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Monticello  Boadj  February  19,  1865 — 9.25  a.  m. 
First  Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adpitant- General: 
Lieutenant:  I liave  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1 am  now  moviiQt*’ 
with  my  command.  Will  go  to  the  right  of  this  road  and  get  in  front 
of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


P.  S. — The  road  I shall  travel  passes  by  Cedar  Creek  Post-Office  and 
Brown’s  Post-Office. 


WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Monticello  Boad,  February  19,  1865 — 9.50  a.  m. 
Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Wheeler's  Corps: 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  scouts  report  the 
enemy  (infantry)  moving  on  a road  which  turns  off  from  the  Monticello 
road  fifteen  miles  from  Columbia  and  passes  by  Cedar  Creek  Post- 
Office  and  Brown’s  Post-Office,  leading  to  Winnsborough.  I will, 
therefore,  take  another  road  leading  to  the  Winnsborough  road.  I will 
withdraw  the  regiment  left  behind  on  the  Monticello  road,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  enemy  are  moving  toward  Winnsborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  19,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler's  Corpus: 

IjIEUTENANT  : I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I started  this 
morning  on  a road  turning  out  of  the  Columbia  and  Monticello  road, 
fifteen  miles  from  Columbia,  and  moving  by  Cedar  Creek  Post-Office 
and  Brown’s  Post-Office,  but  my  scouts  having  reported  the  enemy  two 
miles  ahead  of  me  on  that  road  I have  turned  across,  and  struck  the 
Winnsborough  and  Columbia  road,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  from 
Columbia  (near  Nelson’s  house).  I shall  move  u])  on  this  road  and 
ascertain  with  certainty  whether  the  enemy  is  moving  toward  Wiuns- 
borough  or  Monticello,  and  get  in  front  of  him  as  directed  in  orders 
from  General  Wheeler  last  night.  In  obedience  to  instructions  to 
withdraw  the  regiment  left  on  the  Columbia  road  in  case  the  enemy 
should  move  toward  Winnsborough,  I have  directed  Colonel  Hagan  to 
withdraw  it.  There  will  consequently  be  nothing  left  on  that  road. 
The  enemy,  however,  at  last  accounts  had  not  advanced  from  Columbia 
on  that  road. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^YM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Ealeigh,  Febraarij  19^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

General  Baker  reports  a strong  raid  moving  on  Weldon  railroad  at 
Eocky  Mount  and  continued  prei^arations  for  the  move  on  Goldsborougli 
and  this  place.  Little  or  no  assistance  can  be  had  from  the  State. 
Exemptions  and  reorganization  under  late  law  have  disbanded  the  State 
force,  and  they  will  not  be  ready  for  some  time.  I go  to  Goldsborougli 
to-night. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


White  Oak,  S.  G.,  February  19, 1865. 
General  Bragg,  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

Have  ordered  McLaws  to  move  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  rail  to 
Greensborough,  X.  0.  Please  communicate  with  him  fully  and  aid 
him  all  in  your  power.  Am  obliged  to  you  for  your  information. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Florence,  February  19,  1865. 

General  Bragg: 

I am  at  this  place  en  route  for  Wilmington  with  my  command  (about 
400  men  and  officers)  to  be  tendered  you  for  battery  service.  Is  Wil- 
mington still  intact?  Please  answer  immediately  to  this  place  and  to 
Marion  Court-House. 

J.  E.  TUOKEE, 

Flag  Officer,  0.  8.  Favy. 


Come  on  with  your  force. 


[Answer.] 


E.  E.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


Wilmington,  February  19,  1865. 

(Eeceived  12.15  p.  m.) 

General  Bragg,  Goldsborougli: 

General  Hoke  this  morning  established  his  force  on  line  with  obstruc- 
tions. General  Hagood  at  Town  Creek.  Enemy  continue  active. 

FEANK  PAEKEE, 

Aide  de- Camp. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  19,  1865. 


General  Hoke,  Wilmington: 

Can  you  ascertain  Schofield’s  strength  ? 


E. 


E.  LEE. 


Ealeigh,  February  19,  1865. 

General  Hoke: 

1 shall  leave  for  Goldsborougli  to-night.  Advise  me  there  if  anything 
important.  We  can  look  for  no  assistance.  Baker  seems  to  think  the 
raid  now  moving  is  formidable. 

B.  BEAGG. 
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Battery  Lee, 

February  19^  1865. 

JMajor  Parker: 

A number  of  enemy’s  boats  advanced  up  the  river;  fourteen  in  siglit 
of  Battery  Campbell.  Opened  upon  them  from  Campbell  only  with 
Parrott  and  315-pounder  guns.  After  a few  rounds  from  our  battery 
boats  retired 

P.  C.  GAILLARD, 
Colonelj  Com mandi ng. 


Upper  Town  Creek  Bridge, 

February  19^  1865 — 9.45  a.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Inform  General  Hoke  that  my  column  is  crossing  Town  Creek  bridge 
and  going  into  position.  Colonel  Lipscomb  just  heard  from  on  road  to 
upper  bridge.  We  have  brought  off  everything  for  field  service,  field 
batteries,  &c.  Loss  slight.  Enemy  charged  my  iiicket-line  in  heavy 
skirmish  force  just  as  we  were  about  withdrawing  it  a little  before  day, 
and  had  to  retire  fighting.  The  bridges  of  the  canal  were,  however, 
burned  and  the  sluices  of  Orton  Pond  cut.  No  pursuit  beyond.  Ask 
General  Hoke  for  orders  for  me.  This  place  needs  much  work  if  it  is 
to  be  held  for  any  length  of  time. 


JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 


Brigadier-  General. 


Bichmond,  Va.,  February  20^  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Wmnsborough,  8.  C.: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  give  orders  to  the  local  com- 
manders for  the  removal  of  all  supplies  on  Sherman’s  route,  and  that 
if  they  cannot  be  removed  they  be  destroyed  as  soon  as  they  become 
liable  to  capture. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

(Letter  of  same  purport  to  Generals  Holmes  and  Bragg,  and  com- 
mandants of  posts  at  Yorkville  and  Chester,  S.  C.,  and  Charlotte,  Salis- 
bury, and  Greensborough,  N.  C.) 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  42.  j Bichmond^  February  20.,  1865. 

» * # « 

XXIII.  Capt.  J.  C.  Abrams,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence, 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  the  rapid  removal  to  Virginia  of  the  stores  now  accumulated 
at  that  ]ioint,  and  to  make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  collection  of  supplies.  He  will  thence  proceed  to  Greensborough, 
Raleigh,  Weldon,  Goldsborough,  and  Wilmington,  and  confer  with  the 
chief  commissary  and  subordinate  officers  at  the  respective  pomts,  urge 
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the  utmost  activity  in  the  collection  and  shipment  of  stores  to  Vir- 
ginia, and  impress  upon  all  the  necessity  for  prompt  contributions  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  troops  dependent  on  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina. 

# # * # 4?  # «= 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


White  Oak,  February  20^  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Richmond^  Va. : 

There  are  so  many  roads  in  this  section  of  country  on  which  enemy 
can  move  toward  Charlotte  it  is  impossible  with  my  small  force  of 
infantry  to  remove  or  destroy  all  supplies.  Your  instructions  will, 
however,  be  carried  out  as  far  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Chesterville,  February  20,  1865. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  McLaws  reports  from  Monk’s  Corner  that  Charleston  was 
successfully  evacuated  on  the  night  of  the  17th  instant.  Enemy 
reported  by  General  Wheeler  to  be  advancing  on  this  place,  being  six 
miles  north  of  Monticello. 

" G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau  : 

General:  You  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  General  Beauregard,  with  whom  you  will  advise  as  to  the 
movement  of  his  forces,  the  roads  most  available  to  effect  the  earliest 
possible  junction  of  his  troops,  which  should  be  effected  before  a battle 
with  the  enemy  is  risked.  You  will  also  advise  as  to  the  various  and 
most  efficient  means  of  delaying  the  enemy’s  march  by  obstructions 
and  otherwise.  You  will  keep  the  general  advised  as  to  the  subjects 
discussed,  movements  of  the  troops,  and  all  other  matters  of  interest. 
You  will  show  this  letter  to  General  Beauregard  and  convey  to  him  the 
views  this  day  expressed  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  operations  with 
which  he  is  charged. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  20,  1865. 

Captain  Buchanan,  Engineers: 

Captain;  General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  will  proceed  at  once 
to  the  point  on  the  Savannah  River,  via  Washington,  Ga.,  where  the 
road  from  Washington  to  Abbeville,  S.  C.,  crosses.  A pontoon  bridge 
has  been  ordered  to  be  constructed  at  that  or  some  eligible  point  near 
by.  You  will  confer  with  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  w^irk  and  give 
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him  such  aid  as  you  cau.  iTeither  flooriug  nor  sleepers  are  comiug’  on 
with  the  pontoon  train.  See  that  they  are  promptly  and  expeditiously 
made  for  sixty  boats.  After  this  duty  shall  have  been  discharged  you 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  make  a thorough  examination  of  the 
country  and  roads  between  Washington  and  Abbeville.  You  will  call 
on  the  quartermaster  at  Washington  for  a horse  and  equipments. 
Should  it  be  necessary  he  is  authorized  to  impress  them  for  your  usf. 
temporarily.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  do  so  they  will  be  first  valued 
and  certificate  of  same,  setting  forth  all  the  facts,  given  to  the  owner. 

I am,  captain,  verv  resxiectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

‘ GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

February  20,  1865. 


General  P.  M.  B.  Young, 

Conimanding  Cavalry : 

General:  xVn  order  has  been  received  from  General  Beauregard 
requiring  you  to  cover  trains  passing  from  this  point  to  Newberry 
Court-House.  Under  this  order  you  cannot  cross  the  Congaree,  but  I 
think  you  may  sweep  up  toward  Columbia  and  then  follow  up  the 
Saluda,  covering  the  roads  leading  into  the  road  between  Augusta  and 
McNary’s  Ferry.  I regret  the  order,  as  1 had  hoped  great  things  from 
your  dash  and  enterprise,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  it.  Keep 
me  constantly  apprised  of  your  iiosition,  as  well  as  of  the  movements  of 
the  Yankees. 

Respectfully, 

D.  H.  HILL, 


Major-General. 


Raleigh,  February  20,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Your  dispatches  received.  I will  give  General  Bragg  all  the  assist- 
ance in  my  power.  Have  called  out  every  man  liable  to  duty  in  the 
State.  I canT  destroy  provisions  without  a force  of  cavalrJ^ 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  Near  White  Oah,  S.  C.,  February  20,  1865. 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

General:  Col.  D.  H.  Hamilton,  the  bearer  of  this,  has  been  directed 
to  proceed  to  Raleigh,  Wilmington,  and  Florence  to  communicate  to 
yourself,  Governor  Vance,  and  Slajor-General  McLaws  my  views  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  my  telegram  of  the  19th  instant.  He  will  also 
inform  you  of  the  movements  of  Cheatham  and  Stewart,  and  I would 
respectfully  request  that  you  render  him  every  assistance,  that  the 
troops  under  these  officers  may  move  promptly  to  the  same  iioint  that 
the  troops  under  Major-General  McLaws  have  been  ordered. 
Respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 
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Chesteeville,  Fehruciry  20^  1865. 

General  Hardee, 

Charleston^  8.  C. : 

Governor  Vance  and  General  Bragg  are  confident  of  being  able  to 
put  your  whole  command  at  point  designated  in  much  shorter  time 
than  by  dirt  road.  Reserve  wagons  and  artillery  might  go  to  Cheraw 
by  rail  and  thence  by  common  road  to  Raleigli.  Your  sick  had  better 
be  sent  to  Ghera  w. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Ringstree,  February  20^  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

I am  ordered  by  General  Beauregard  to  Greensborough,  R.  G.,  via 
Wilmington.  He  directs  me  to  call  upon  you  for  assistance  and  infor- 
mation. Will  it  be  practicable  for  ten  days  to  go  by  Wilmington,  and 
what  are  the  difficulties  in  passing  Gape  Fear  River  Answer  at  once. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieiitena  nt-  General. 


Kingstree,  S.  G.,  February  20,  1865. 

(Received  2.15  a.  m.  21st.) 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Wilmington  : 

General  Hoke  states  : ‘^Assisted  by  a few*  brigades  from  you  we  may 
succeed  in  forcing  the  passage  of  your  forces  by  this  point.”  If  you 
need  any  assistance  from  me  I will  send  you  troops  as  soon  as  I can 
get  trains.  Answer. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Charlotte,  February  20,  1865. 


General  S.  Gooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

I am  shipping  stores  from  this  post  as  fast  as  I can  get  the  trans- 
portation for  them.  Unless  the  enemy  is  checked  much  stores  will  be 
lost  at  this  post.  The  prisoners  at  Salisbury  should  be  marched  at 
once  to  Greensborough.  The  Federal  officers  at  this  post  I am  sending 
to  Greensborough  on  the  passenger  trains,  stopping  all  private  travel. 

W.  J.  HOKE, 

Go  lonely  Comm  anding. 


Gol.  W.  J.  Hoke, 

Charlotte^  N.  G.  : 


White  Oak,  February  20,  1865. 


Let  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  be  obeyed. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


* As  sent  by  Hoke  to  Hardee  it  reads  ‘Hwo  brigades'^ — see  p.  1233. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augiista^  Oa.,  February  ^0,  1865. 

Brigadier-Geneial  Fry, 

Commanding.,  dec.,  Augusta  : 

General  : A pontoon  bridge  bas  been  ordered  to  be  built  over  the 
Savannah  Eiver  between  Washington,  Ga.,  and  Abbeville,  S.  0.  A 
guard  is  necessary  at  that  point  to  protect  it  and  also  to  arrest  strag- 
glers and  deserters  from  the  armies  in  South  Carolina  and  Virginia. 
General  Beauregard  desires  that  you  will  relieve  from  duty  the  guard 
and  officers  ordered  to  report  to  you  a few  days  since  and  direct  them 
to  proceed  by  the  best  x)racticable  route  to  that  point  for  the  purpose 
above  indicated.  They  should  move  with  three  days’  cooked  rations. 
The  guard  can  in  future  be  subsisted  from  Washington  or  Abbeville. 
I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

* GEOEGE  WM.  BEEJNT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


White  Oak,  February  20,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  M.  Cary,  Charlotte,  N.  C.  ; 

General  Beauregard  recommends  that  the  ordnance  stores  be 
removed  from  Charlotte  as  soon  as  possible.  Major  Trezevant  left 
Eidgeville  [Eidgeway]  for  Cliaiiotte  on  18th.  He  can  give  you  more 
explicit  information  as  to  the  ordnance  shipped  from  Columbia.  Every 
possible  assistance  was  rendered. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


White  Oak,  February  20,  1865. 
General  E.  S.  Eipley,  Charlotte,  N.  C.: 

Await  orders  in  Charlotte. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military^  Division  of  the  West, 

Near  White  Oak,  S.  C.,  February  20,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Commandmg  Lee's  Corps: 

General  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  move  with  your 
command  by  the  shortest  and  best  route  to  Landsford  ford,  thence 
to  Charlotte,  via  Belair  and  Pleasant  Valley.  You  will  await  further 
orders  at  Charlotte.  Unless  otherwise  pressed  you  will  move  at  the 
rate  of  about  twenty  miles  a day.  He  will  move  along  the  railroad,  so 
as  to  be  in  telegraphic  communication  with  General  Hampton  and  the 
War  Department.  He  will  probably  pass  the  night  at  Chesterville, 
and  to-morrow  night  at  or  about  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  Catawba. 
General  Hamilton  has  been  instructed  to  give  orders  to  his  trains 
whether  to  accompany  yours  or  remain  under  his  protection. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  CHISOLM, 

Aide-deCamp. 
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Goldsborough,  February  20^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  F.  S.  Parker: 

I shall  be  on  the  evening  train.  An  agent  is  on  his  way  from  Eich- 
mond  for  the  delivery  at  Fort  Fisher  of  all  prisoners.  The  raid  on 
Tarborough  has  returned. 

BEAXTOX  BEAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  20^  1865. 

(Eeceived  1.30  21st.) 

General  Bragg,  Magnolia: 

General  Hoke  holds  his  line  confidently.  General  Hagood  has  trans- 
ferred his  force  to  east  bankj  his  cavalry  left  across  the  Brunswick. 

FEAXK  PAEKEE. 


Wilmington,  February  20,  1865. 

(Eeceived  0.10  p.  m.) 

General  Bragg,  Magnolia: 

I hear  they  refuse  to  receive  the  prisoners  now,  and  Hoke  orders 
them  to  Goldsborough.  They  cannot  all  be  moved  there  before  the 
city  falls.  Please  direct  them  to  be  unloaded  at  Burgaw  and  return 
for  more.  The  Yankees  are  in  three  miles  of  the  town  and  shelling 
furiously. 


S.  L.  FEEMONT, 

Engineer  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad. 


General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg : 

Schofield  has  15,000  men. 


Wilmington,  February  20, 1865. 


We  will  dispute  every  point. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-  General. 


Wilmington,  February  20,  1865. 

(Eeceived  10  o’clock.) 

General  E.  E.  Lee: 

General  Baker  reports  raid  upon  railroad  and  movements  from  Xew 
Berne,  I cannot  help  him.  Enemy  in  strong  force  against  me.  Bat- 
tery Anderson  was  evacuated  on  the  19th  instant. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


Wilmington,  February  20,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Kings  tree : 

Assisted  by  two  brigades  from  you,  we  may  succeed  in  forcing  the 
passage  of  your  force  by  this  point. 
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E.  F.  HOKE, 

M ajor-G  eneral. 
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Goldsboeough,  February  QO,  1865— 6.30  p.  m. 

General  Hoke: 

Will  leave  in  an  hour  or  two.  Telegraph  me  at  Magnolia  your  con- 
dition this  evening. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field.,  February  20,  1865 — 10  30  p.  m. 
General  Bragg,  Magnolia: 

All  quiet  now. 


E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


Forks  Eoad,  February  20,  1865. 

Major  Parker: 

I telegraphed  Commodore  Pinckney  asking  him  to  organize  all  the 
naval  forces  in  his  department  and  those  from  Charleston  into  one  com- 
mand under  his  charge,  and  assign  them  to  duty  at  the  batteries  at  the 
obstructions,  taking  the  surplus  as  an  infantry  support.  It  is  desirable 
to  have  every  man  who  can  bear  arms,  and  I hope  the  commodore  will 
do  it.  Colonel  Gaillard  can  be  ordered  on  ether  duty,  and  his  troops 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  lines.  Keep  me  advised  of  Hagood^s  move- 
ments. See  him  about  it.  I have  had  no  answer. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 

Major  Parker: 

All  answer  has  been  sent,  but  not  till  this  had  been  written.  I started 
to  the  office,  office  being  some  distance  from  the  general. 

Eespectfully, 

EYAX. 


Forks  Eoad,  February  20,  1865. 

Major  Parker: 

Have  Hedrick’s  brigade  ready  to  move  at  once.  Major  Cross  is  com- 
ing for  them.  Have  all  stragglers  collected  and  sent  out  to  their  com- 
mands. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


Cross-Eoads,  February  20,  1865. 

Maj.  Frank  Parker: 

The  stores  referred  to  for  Fayetteville  had  better  be  sent.  I do  not 
want  the  absence  of  the  steamer  to  interfere  with  General  Hebert’s 
ferry  arrangement. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


Forks  Eoad,  February  20,  1865 — 8.15  p.  m. 

Major  Parker: 

General  Hoke  is  now  strengthening  his  left  hank,  and  I fear  dis- 
patches would  not  reach  him  at  present.  As  soon  as  he  returns  he 
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intends  to  send  me  to  Wilmington.  Tell  Major  Cameron  to  keep  river 
transportation  for  General  Hagood  until  he  hears  from  General  Hoke. 

J.  L.  GROSS, 

A sffistan  t A djutan  t-  Genera  1. 


Forks  Road,  February  20,  1865 — 8.15  p.  m. 

Major  Parker 

Some  sharpshootiiig  on  the  lines.  The  general  expects  to  hold  this 
position. 

J.  L.  CROSS, 
Assista^it  Adjutant- General. 


Wilmington,  February  20y  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke  : 

The  advance  of  General  Hagood’s  wagon  train  is  now  crossing  the 
river  at  this  point. 


FRANK  PARKER, 

A ctiny  A ssistant  A dj utan  t-  Genera  1. 


Upper  Town  Creek,  February  20,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson  : 

Please  send  me  the  largest  and  most  complete  military  map  you  have 
of  the  country  north  of  this  point.  Send  by  courier  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. I would  like,  also,  guides  to  the  country  north  of  the  pontoon 
bridge.  In  case  I am  prevented  from  making  a junction  with  General 
Hoke  at  Wilmington,  I will  have  to  cross  the  Cape  Fear  River 
liigher  up.  Indicate  fords  or  ferries.  Enemy  just  opened  on  me  with 
artillery. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOH, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

February  20,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  of  engineers  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  General  Hagood. 

Please  let  me  know  what  action  is  jiroposed,  that  I may  notify  Gen- 
eral Hagood  by  telegraph. 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wilmington,  February  20,  1865. 

Brigadier- General  Hagood: 

Keep  me  advised  of  enemy’s  progress,  especially  in  Lipscomb’s  front. 
Railroad  management  depends  upon  this. 

FRANK  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Upper  Town  Creek  Bridge,  February  20,  1865. 
Colonel  Anderson  : 

Inform  General  Hoke  that  the  enemy  are  landing  at  Cowan’s  house, 
north  of  Town  Creek.  It  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  prepare  to  leave 
this  line  of  the  creek.  I will  send  my  baggage  at  once  across  the 
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pontoon  bridge  at  Wilmington.  See  that  it  is  promptly  got  across  to 
Wilmington  and  make  arrangements  at  once  to  get  my  command  over 
when  I come.  Eeply  at  once.  If  the  arrangements  are  ample  I may 
have  to  evacuate  before  night;  and,  if  so,  will  have  to  do  so  fighting 
with  the  enemy  close  upon  me.  Hurry  the  guides  and  maps  for  the 
event  of  my  having  to  go  higher  up. 

JOHNTSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Town  Creek  Bridge,  February  20^  1S65. 

Major  Parker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraJ  : 

1 am  now  evacuating.  Enemy  are  turning  my  flank  and  are  pusliing 
me  too  strong.  Am  obliged  to  do  so. 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


February  20,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson  : 

My  advance  guard  is  passing  the  pontoon.  Where  are  we  to  bivouac 
on  the  Wilmington  side? 

JOHNSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Shall  I destroy  railroad  bridge  ? If  not  otherwise  ordered,  shall. 


Goldsborough,  February  20^  1865. 

(Keceived  11  o’clock.) 

General  K.  E.  Lee,  Headquarters : 

The  raiding  party  toward  Tarborough,  finding  a force  in  their  front, 
returned  toward  New  Berne  after  destroying  a small  amount  of  stores 
at  Greenville.  Nothing  further  from  New  Berne  to-day. 

Eespectfully, 


L.  S.  BAKEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Goldsborough,  February  20, 1865. 

Major-General  Hoke: 

The  raid  returned  toward  New  Berne  after  destroying  the  stores  at 
Greenville.  Nothing  further  from  New  Berne  to-day. 

Eespectfully, 

L.  S.  BAKEE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


White  Oak,  February  20,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Winnsborough,  JS.  C.: 

If  retrograde  movement  be  confirmed  Butler’s  proposed  movement  is 
approved. 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


1237 


White  Oak,  February  20^  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hampton,  or 
General  Wheeler, 

Winnshorouyh,  S.  C.: 

Colonel  Dibrell,  with  his  regiment,  is  here  awaiting  your  orders,  in 
consequence  of  the  report  of  last  night  being  groundless.  The  enemy 
is  reported  to  be  moving  from  Monticello  to  Chester ville.  Please 
answer. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


White  Oak,  February  20^  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

General  Hampton, 

Winnsboroughj  S.  C.: 

Stevenson  moves  this  morning,  via  Landsford,  Belair,  and  Pleasant 
Valley,  to  Charlotte,  where  he  will  await  further  orders,  carrying  his 
own  trains.  I shall  move*  along  the  railroad  that  I may  be  in  tele- 
gi  aphic  communication  with  yourself  and  the  Department.  You  will 
now  have  to  guard  your  own  trains,  unless  you  prefer  sending  them  on 
with  General  Stevenson’s. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Chesterville,  S.  C.,  February  20^  1865 — 11.15  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Blaclc  StochSy  8.  C.: 

Persons  arriving  from  direction  of  Monticello  this  afternoon  report 
none  of  our  cavalry  guarding  that  approach.  I will  leave  here  in  the 
morning  for  railroad  bridge. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  21,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg j Va. : 

By  mail  you  will  receive  a copy  of  telegram  from  General  Beaure- 
gard of  a startling  character.*  Yesterdaj^  I sent  General  Gilmer  to 
advise  with  General  Beauregard.  I hope  you  have  given  your  views 
as  to  the  mode  of  concentrating  his  divided  forces;  also  as  to  the 
probable  plan  of  eiiemv. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


[February  21,  1865. — For  Breckinridge  to  Lee,  relative  to  the 
collection  of  troops  to  resist  Sherman’s  advance,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part 
II,  p.  1245.] 


^ Soe  Beauregard  to  Davis,  p.  1238. 
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War  Department.  C.  S,  A., 

Bichmond,  Va.,  February  21^  1865. 


General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding^  (&c. : 

An  operator  of  the  telegraph  line,  Wilmington,  says: 


Enemy’s  iron-dads  shelling  our  last  remaining  battery,  three  miles  from  city,  still 
pressing  Hagood  back.  Hoke  holds  his  position. 

This  may  have  an  important  bearing  ■n])on  the  movement  of  troops 
in  South  Carolina,  and  their  transfer  by  Wilmington.  Give  tlie 
necessary  information.  General  Beauregard’s  last  telegram  is  from 
Chester.  Enemy  bearing  upon  that  place,  and  only  six  miles  north  of 
Monticello. 

J.  C.  BBECKINEIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Chesterville,  February  21,  1865. 

(Eeceived  12  noon.) 

President  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond,  Ya. : 

Should  enemy  advance  into  Korth  Carolina  toward  Charlotte  and 
Salisbury,  as  is  now  almost  certain,  I earnestly  urge  a concentratioii  in 
time  of  at  least  35,000  infantry  and  artillery  at  latter  point,  if  possible, 
to  give  him  battle  there,  and  crush  him,  then  to  concentrate  all  forces 
against  Grant,  and  then  to  march  on  Washington  to  dictate  a peace. 
Hardee  and  myself  can  collect  about  15,000,  exclusive  of  Cheatham  and 
Stewart,  not  likely  to  reach  in  time.  If  Lee  and  Bragg  could  furnish 
20,000  more  the  fate  of  the  Confederacy  would  be  secure. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Chesterville,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 
General  E.  E.  Lee,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

At  request  of  Governor  Magrath  and  the  commanding  officer  of 
State  militia  (about  500  strong),  I have  allowed  those  forces  to  move 
east  of  Catawba  Elver  for  protection  of  that  portion  of  the  State. 
They  were  unwilling  to  cross  into  North  Carolina.  This  reduces  my 
infantry  to  about  2,500  men. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Eock  Hill,  S.  C.,  February  21,  1865. 
General  E.  E.  Lee,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Your  dispatch  received.  My  course  as  to  the  South  Carolina  militia 
was  based  on  the  report  of  Governor  Magrath  that  they  would  noU  cross 
the  State  line,  and  of  General  Garlington,  that  his  troops  (men  between 
the  ages  of  fifty  and  sixty,  and  boys  under  seventeen)  were  completely 
exhausted,  and  unable  to  continue  the  march.  They  remain  still  in  the 
field,  however,  under  that  officer.  Please  inform  me  what  other  course 
should  have  been  adopted. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


* See  Beauregard  to  Tlampton,  22d,  p.  1256. 
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Chesteeville,  February  21^  1865. 

General  Saimtjel  Cooper, 

Richmond^  Va. : 

Dispatch  of  20th  received.  Order  for  removal  of  supplies  on  Sher- 
man’s route  has  been  given  to  Charlotte  and  will  be  extended  in  rear, 
as  Sherman’s  line  of  march  is  determined. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  43.  ) Richmond^  February  21^  1865. 

*#«■*#*# 

IX.  The  ten  companies  of  North  Carolina  Eeserves,  commanded  by 
Col.  Almond  A.  McKoy,  will  constitute  a regiment  to  be  designated  the 
Eighth  Eegiment  North  Carolina  Eeserves. 

**##*«># 

XIII.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Eains,  chief  of  torpedo  service,  will  report  in 
person  and  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Gilmer,  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding,  &c.,  taking  with  him  a 
supply  of  sensitive  tubes  and  such  other  articles  as  may  be  necessary 
in  subterra  and  subaqueous  operations.  He  will  also  take  with  him 
some  competent  person  as  an  assistant. 

#,*#**** 

XXIV.  Brig.  Gen.  F.  A.  Shoup,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  artillery  serving  under  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Har- 
dee, and  will  report  accordingly. 

****### 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Chesterville,  February  21^  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster -General^  Richmond^  Ya.: 

As  requested  by  you,  all  rolling-stock  that  could  be  spared  from  south 
and  east  of  Columbia  was  brought  out  on  this  line.  It  must  evidently 
be  destroyed  unless  the  gauge  of  the  road  fi‘om  Charlotte  to  Danville 
be  widened.  Please  give  the  necessarv  orders  forthwith. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Chesterville,  February  21. 1865. 

Col.  W.  J.  Hoke, 

Charlotte.,  N.  C. : 

Double  your  guards  and  patrol  streets  to  prevent  pillaging.  Arrest 
and  confine  all  officers  and  men  absent  from  their  commands  without 
I)roper  papers.  If  resistance  is  offered  resort  to  harshest  measures  to 
put  it  down. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

A ssist(( n t y[ djutant- Genera  1. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.^  February  21  ^ 1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring: 

General  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  proceed  with  the 
troops  under  your  orders  to-day  to  join  the  force  now  operating  north 
of  the  Saluda  Eiver,  near  Newberry.  You  will  move  by  way  of  Edge- 
held  Court-House,  and  cross  the  river,  if  practicable,  at  Lorick’s  Ferry. 
If  Storrs’  battalion  should  not  be  fully  equipped,  you  will  equip  one  bat- 
tery by  transfer  of  horses,  &c.,  leaving  the  others  here  to  be  htted  up. 
No  other  wagons  than  those  furnished  you  can  be  had. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  February  21,  1865 — 11.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Steavart,  Commanding  Corps,  <kc. : 

General:  The  following,  just  received,  is  communicated  for  your 
information.  You  will  conduct  your  future  movements  in  accordance 
with  the  directions  therein  expressed.* 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Cheatham.) 


Rock  Hill,  February  21,  1865. 
Major  Chisman,  Greensborough,  F.  C. : 

If  there  be  no  commandant  qf  post  at  Greensborough  assume  com- 
mand. Arrest  all  stragglers  and  absentees  from  this  army  and  return 
them.  If  there  be  a commandant  of  the  post,  transfer  this  order  to 
him. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Rock  Hill,  February  21,  1865. 
Commandant  of  Post  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  : 

Arrest  all  stragglers  and  absentees  from  this  army  not  provided  with 
proper  authority,  and  return  them  under  guard.  Inspect  railroad  cars, 
as  many  go  by  rail. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
AssistaM  Adjutant-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  21,  1865. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance,  Raleigh,  N.  C.: 

I thank  you  for  your  jiatriotic  proclamation,!  and  trust  you  may 
prom])tly  bring  a large  auxiliary  force  into  the  held.  Time  is  all  impor- 
tant to  a success  which  will  revive  contidence. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


* See  Otey  to  Breut,  ITtb,  p.  1209. 


t See  p.  1187. 
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Rock  Hill,  S.  C.,  February  21^  1865 — 8 a.  m. 
Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh^  N.  C.  : 

We  will  endeavor  to  check  enemy  as  far  south  as  possible.  Greens- 
borong'h  is  only  a (emporary  point  of  concentration.  Enemy  from 
Charlotte  may  move  on  Greensborough,  Raleigh,  or  Wilmington. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Wilmington,  February  21  j 1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

EicJmiondj  Va.: 

I find  all  our  troops  on  this  side  Cape  Fear.  The  enemy  in  force  on 
the  west,  and  our  communications  south  cut.  We  are  greatly  out- 
nuinbei  ed.  General  Schofield  in  command  with  two  corps.  He  refuses 
to  receive  prisoners  and  they  are  being  sent  north. 

B.  BRAGG, 

General. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  sent  to  the  President.) 


Richmond,  February  21  j 1865. 

General  Bragg, 

Wilmington  : 

General  Beauregard  should  be  kept  informed  of  the  state  of  things 
at  Wilmington,  and  whether  troops  can  pass  from  South  Carolina  via 
Wilmington  to  defend  the  interior. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Wilmington,  February  21^  1865. 

(Received  11  a.  m.) 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg : 

I find  on  arrival  that  our  forces  are  driven  from  the  west  bank  of 
Cai)e  Fear.  The  enemy’s  force  is  two  corps  under  Schofield. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


General  Bragg: 


Headquarters, 

February  21,  1865.  (Via  Richmond.) 


Destroy  all  cotton,  tobacco,  and  naval  stores  that  would  otherwise 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  in  accordance  with  the  law  published 
in  General  Orders,  No.  4,  current  series.  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office. 


R.  E.  LEE. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

Is  McLaws  within  reach  to  aid  in  repulse  of  enemy  ? If  not,  notify 
him  and  Beauregard  that  he  may  take  another  route. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Wilmington,  February  21,  1865—10.45  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg : 

Holding  one  corps  in  Hoke’s  front,  the  enemy  has  thrown  another  to 
the  west  of  the  Cape  Fear,  which  is  now  opposite  the  town.  This 
compels  me  to  cross  the  Northeast  River  or  they  will  be  in  my  rear 
to-morrow.  Our  small  forces  renders  it  impossible  to  make  any  serious 
stand.  We  are  greatly  embarrassed  by  prisoners,  the  enemy  refusing 
to  receive  them  or  entertain  any  proposition.  General  Orders,  No.  4, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  already  complied  with. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  21  j 1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Winnsboroughj  8.  C.: 

On  my  arrival  I find  my  forces  driven  from  west  side  Cape  Fear 
and  the  railroad  in  possession  of  enemy.  Have  notified  General 
Hardee.  Two  corps,  Schofield  and  Terry,  are  opposed  to  Hoke’s 
division. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  21,  1865 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Kingstree : 

We  have  retired  to  east  of  Cape  Fear,  and  the  Manchester  road  is 
cut.  You  had  better  follow  your  original  plan,  as  the  movement  this 
way  is  no  longer  practicable. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


General  Orders,  | Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  15.  ] Wilmington,  February  21,  1865. 

I.  General  Braxton  Bragg,  having  returned,  resumes  command  of 
the  department. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third 
Military  District. 

III.  The  general  court-martial  convened  in  Special  Orders,  No.  23, 
headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  is  dissolved,  and  the 
members  will  rei)ort  for  duty  with  their  respective  commands. 

lY.  The  following  officers  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke,  com- 
manding Third  Military  District:  Col.  G.  A.  Cunningham,  Provisional 
Army,  C.  S;  Maj.  T.  B.  Venable,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Maj.  A. 
V anderhorst,  assistant  adjutant-general. 
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V.  Col.  S.  D.  Thruston,  Third  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 
will  assume  control  of  the  post  at  Company’s  Shops,  North  Carolina 
Railroad,  and  there  organize  such  local  forces  as  he  may  find. 

By  order : 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera,^. 


White viLLE,  February  21,  1865, 

General  R.  F.  Hoke: 

I have  seen  the  superintendent  of  this  road,  Captain  Drane,  who 
states  that  events  have  occurred  since  your  telegram  of  the  19th, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  precludes  the  arrival  of  my  train.  Please  answer 
immediately  at  this  point  if  it  is  proper  for  me  to  come  on. 

J.  R.  TUCKER, 

Flag  Officer. 


Wilmington,  February  21,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  R.  Tucker, 

Whiteville : 

You  should  remain  at  Whiteville  to  check  any  advance  of  the 
enemy  if  possible,  and  fall  back  before  him  for  the  protection  of  the 
Fayetteville  arsenal.  Send  all  stores  back. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Whiteville,  February  21,  1865. 

General  Bragg  : 

Telegram  received.  I have  350  sailors  unused  to  marching.  No 
artillery  or  transportation  for  stores  or  baggage.  Have  a train  here  on 
which  I propose  to  move  to  Cheraw,  and  thence  to  Charlotte.  All  store 
trains  are  going  back.  1 do  not  think  the  small  force  can  check  enemy, 
and  propose  leaving  in  any  direction  you  think  best  after  sending  my 
sick  trains.  Please  answer  immediately.  I would  suggest  the  Cheraw 
route  for  the  sake  of  transportation  for  baggage. 

J.  R.  TUCKER, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding. 


Forks  Road,  February  21,  1865. 

Major  Parker: 

With  Hardee’s  troops  at  once  I feel  sure  we  can  hold  the  place  and 
get  them  by  Wilmington.  Will  answer  fully  when  I see  Major  Cross, 
who  I suppose  is  on  the  way,  Irom  your  dispatch. 

R.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  Getter  a, I . 


Headquarters  Hoke’s  Division, 

February  21,  1865. 

Major  Parker: 

You  must  inform  General  Hardee  in  my  name  the  true  state  of  affairs. 
Be  careful  not  to  allow  the  dispatch  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
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If  you  liave  not  informed  General  Bragg,  do  so.  Tell  General  Hagood 
to  give  Colonel  Jackson  any  assistance  be  may  want  in  carrying  out 
bis  orders. 

K.  F.  HOKE, 

Major- General. 


Wilmington,  February  21,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke  : 

By  one  of  boats  left  uninjured  tbe  enemy  bave  made  a lodgment  in 
small  force  on  Eagle  Island,  and  will  no  doubt  move  soon  upon  tbe 
town.  Hold  your  command  ready. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  21, 1865. 

Major-General  Hoke  : 

General  Bragg  directs  that  all  of  your  transportation  not  needed  for 
current  use  be  transferred  to  tbe  north  bank  Xortbeast  Eiver.  A depot 
is  being  established  there. 

FEANK  PAEKEE, 


Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  21,  1865. 

Officer  Commanding  Detachment  of  Hagood’s  Command: 

Sir:  Major-General  Hoke  directs  that  you  will  immediately  dispose 
of  your  force  on  tbe  causeway  leading  from  tbe  pontoon  crossing  to  tbe 
city,  so  as  to  check  any  advance  of  the  enemy  if  attempted,  and  give 
us  warning  of  bis  approach.  A picket  should  be  thrown  out  on  tbe 
railroad  for  same  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  February  21,  1865. 

Col.  George  Jackson, 

Commanding  Post : 

Colonel  : Major-General  Hoke  telegraphs  me  this  morning  that  be 
wishes  all  stragglers  collected  and  sent  out  to  their  commands.  You 
will  please  take  prompt  steps  to  execute  this  order  as  far  as  possible. 
I am,  colonel,  very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wilmington,  ^eoruary  21,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker, 

Goldsborough : 

Enemy  had  driven  our  forces  across  the  river  when  I arrived,  and 
are  now  opposite  to  us  in  small  force.  Mrs.  B will  leave  this  evening; 
see  her  on  to  Ealeigh. 


BEAXTON  BEAGG. 
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Wilmington,  February  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker, 

Goldsborough : 

The  enemy’s  force  and  positions  are  sncli  on  my  arrival  as  to  compel 
the  evacuation  of  this  place  to-night.  Continue  to  send  trains. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Wilmington,  February  21^  1865. 

Maj.  Robert  Strange, 

Fayetteville : 

I find  on  arrival  the  enemy  has  driven  us  from  west  bank  of  Cape 
Fear.  This  uncovers  the  arsenal.  Commanding  officer  should  send  off 
his  most  valuable  stores,  especially  ammunition  for  small-arms.  He 
should  impress  wagons  and  send  to  nearest  railroad  depot. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Chester,  February  21^  1865. 

General  Wade  Hampton, 

Blaclc  Stocks : 

We  have  about  500  sacks  corn  and  15,000  rations  for  the  men  here. 
Shall  I leave  it  for  you?  Your  boxes  from  Columbia  are  here  still. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chesterville,  S.  C.,  February  21j  1865 — 7.15  a.  m. 
General  Wade  Hampton, 

Black  Stocks,  S.  C. : 

To  give  Stevenson  time  to  reach  Charlotte,  you  must  guard  with 
Wheeler  the  direct  roads  to  that  point  from  enemy’s  present  position. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Chesterville,  S.  0.,  February  21,  1865—7.45  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Black  Stocks,  S.  C. : 

Your  communication  of  8.45  p.  m.  yesterday  has  just  reached  me. 
I approve  of  your  plan  for  Butler  to  operate  on  rear  and  flanks  of 
enemy.  Charlotte,  or  along  railroad  to  Salisbury,  will  be  good  point 
of  concentration. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Chester,  February  21,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Black  Stocks,  S.  G. : 


I will  await  you. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Rock  Hill,  February  21,  1865. 

General  Hampton, 

Chesterville,  S.  C. : 

State  Cadets  moved  with  General  Garlington  across  the  Catawba. 
Governor  Magrath  stated  they  cannot  cross  State  line. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Bock  Hill,  S.  0.,  February  i860. 

General  Wade  Hampton, 

Chesterville^  8.  C. : 

Arrived  a few  moments  ago.  The  general  desires  you  to  report  to- 
day’s operations  and  movements  of  enemy. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 

A ssista7i  t A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Chester,  Fehniwry  21^  1365 

General  Beauregard: 

No  movement  reported  on  Monticello  road.  Enemy  did  not  occupy 
Winnsborough  till  to-day.  Wheeler  reports  force  this  evening  two 
miles  west  Youngsville.  All  quiet  here. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieute^iant- Genera  i. 


Biohmond,  Va.,  February  22,  1365. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Chester.,  8.  C.: 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received,  and  a copy  of  it  sent  to  General 
Lee.  Your  request  for  large  re- enforcements  from  the  Army  of  Virginia 
will  best  be  judged  of  by  General  Lee.  I am  sorry  to  see  that  you  do 
not  expect  a junction  to  be  made  by  Stewart  and  Cheatham  in  time 
for  the  pressing  emergency.  I had  hoped  that  by  moving  on  the  left 
of  the  enemy,  if  he  were  obstructed  in  his  advance,  they  would  reach 
you  before  any  junction  could  be  made  by  Sherman  with  Schofield  or 
Grant.  The  position  of  the  enemy  near  Wilmington  endangers  the 
continued  use  of  the  railroads  on  the  east  of  your  line  of  retreat. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


[February  22,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relative  to  resisting 
Sherman’s  advance,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  IT,  p.  1247.) 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond.,  Fa.,  February  22,  1865. 

General  B.  E.  Lee, 

Co7nmandmg,  dc.  : 

The  railroad  between  Salisbury  and  Goldsborough  necessary  for 
supply.  Transportation  [of]  prisoners  between  these  points  must  be 
delayed  or  marched  through  the  country.  For  marching,  strong 
guards  of  mounted  men  wanted.  Can  you  give  directions  or  make 
suggestions  on  the  subject.  WYite  to  you  to-day  concerning  this. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  8ecretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 

February  22,  1865.  (Beceived  9.10  a.  m.) 
Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

8ec7'etary  of  IF ar  : 

From  dispatch  of  General  Bragg  of  21st,  conclude  he  has  aban- 
doned Cape  Fear  Biver.  Says  he  is  embarrassed  by  jirisoners. 
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Enemy  refuses  to  receive  or  entertain  propositions.  I expect  no 
change  will  be  made  by  General  Grant.  It  is  his  policy  to  delay. 
Have  directed  xmisoners  to  be  sent  to  Richmond  by  rail  or  higliway,  as 
most  practicable.  If  wrong,  correct  it. 

R.  E,  LEE. 


Richmond,  February  22^  1865. 


General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

(Care  Major  Echols.) 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  report  by  telegram  to  General 
R.  E.  Lee,  Petersburg,  Ya.,  for  orders. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Ma^jor  Echols  will  forward  this  dispatch  by  express  courier  to  General 
Johnkon.  He  was  at  Lincolnton,  N.  0.,  the  20th  instant. 


Richmond,  February  22.,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg j Va.: 

A dispatch  has  been  sent  to-day  to  General  Johnston,  care  of  the 
quartermaster,  Charlotte,  N.  0.,  directing  him  to  report  by  telegram  to 
you  for  orders.  The  quartermaster  is  ordered  to  forward  it  by  express 
courier.  General  Johnston  was  at  Lincolnton,  G.,  the  20tli  instant. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjuta7it  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters, 
February  22,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Assume  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  and  all  troops  in  Depart- 
ment of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.  Assign  General  Beau- 
regard to  duty  under  you,  as  you  may  select.  Concentrate  all  available 
forces  and  drive  back  Sherman. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Lincolnton,  N.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee- 

It  is  too  late  to  expect  me  to  concentrate  troops  callable  of  driving 
back  Sherman.  The  remnant  of  the  Arni}^  of  Tennessee  is  much  divided. 
So  are  other  trooi)s.  I will  get  information  from  General  Beauregard 
as  soon  as  practicable.  Is  any  discretion  allowed  me'?  I have  no  staff. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON^. 


Rock  Hill,  February  22,  1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

Lieutenant-General  Ham])ton  reports  from  Chester  last  night  that 
the  enemy  occupied  Wiiinsborongh  yesterday.  His  advance  two  miles 
west  of  Youngsville.  General  Stevenson  crossed  the  Catawba  at 
Landsford  yesterday  on  the  way  to  Charlotte. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Kock  Hill,  February  22^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

The  Catawba  Elver  from  Landsford  to  the  railroad  bridge  offering 
no  defensive  line  for  a small  force  General  Stevenson  is  retiring  with 
the  trains  to  Charlotte. 

G.  T.  BEAHEEGAED. 


Headquarters, 
February  22^  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

I have  directed  General  J.  E.  Johnston  to  assume  command  of  south- 
ern army  and  to  assign  you  to  duty  with  him.  Together  I feel  assured 
you  will  beat  back  Sherman. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Charlotte,  C.,  February  22 j 1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond^  Ya.: 

Your  dispatch  informing  me  that  you  had  directed  General  Joseph 
E.  Johnston  to  assume  command  of  the  southern  army  and  to  assign 
me  to  duty  with  him  has  just  been  received.  In  the  defense  of  our 
common  country  I will  at  all  times  be  happy  to  serve  with  or  under  so 
gallant  and*  patriotic  a soldier  as  General  Johnston. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  Y.  C.,  February  22^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond^  Va. : 

Lieutenant-General  Hampton  reports  as  follows  from  Chester: 

Enemy  are  evidently  moving  eastward.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  on  the  railroad. 
Sherman  has  moved  to  his  right.  Kilpatrick  is  there  also.  Butler  reports  enemy 
moving  toward  Catawba  River.  I think  they  intend  to  cross  low  down  or  to  move 
on  Camden.  Scouts  report  them  leaving  Broad  River  and  moving  east. 

In  consequence  of  the  fall  of  Wilmington  the  route  of  McLaws’ 
troops  will  be  changed  at  once.  Major-General  Gilmer  arrived  here 
this  evening. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Armies  Confederate  States, 

No.  3.  ] February  22^  1865. 

I.  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  two  military  departments  known  as  the  Department 
of  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  and  the  Department  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Florida,  and  the  troops  therein.  He  will  proceed  at  once 
to  effect  a concentration  of  all  available  forces,  and  make  the  necessary 
dispositions  to  thwart  the  designs  of  the  enemy  operating  in  those 
departments. 

II.  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  will  report  to  General 
J.  E.  Johnston,  commanding,  &c.,  for  assignment  to  such  duty  as  he 
deems  most  advisable. 

By  command  of  General  E.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 

A ssista n t A d j u ta  n t-  0 enera  1. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  44.  ] Richmond^  February  22^  1865, 

##***#* 

XL.  Capt.  A.  C.  Earle’s  company.  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  Nineteenth  Battalion  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  and  will 
join  the  command  as  soon  as  practicable. 

XLI.  Captain  Fair’s  company  of  reserves  is  hereby  transferred  per- 
manently to  active  service  with  the  consent  of  officers  and  men,  and  is 
assigned  to  the  Nineteenth  Battalion  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  22j  1865, 

General  Bragg: 

If  you  cannot  arrest  progress  of  enemy,  concentrate  your  troops,  hang 
upon  his  flanks,  cripple  and  retard  him,  leaving  no  supplies  in  his 
route.  Be  bold  and  judicious.  Governor  will  give  all  aid  in  his  power. 
If  prisoners  are  not  received  they  must  be  sent  to  Eichmond  by  rail  or 
highway  as  fast  as  practicable. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Charlotte,  February  22^  1865, 

(Eeceived  23d.) 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Burg  aw : 

If  Wilmington  and  Weldon  track  is  cut,  can  you  use  the  rolling-stock 
to  advantage  in  removing  troops  to  head  of  North  Carolina  Eailroad 
toward  Salisbury  or  Charlotte'^  Eefer  to  Col.  E.  H.  Col  van,  president, 
at  Wilmington. 


E.  T.  GGION. 


February  22, 1865. 

Major  Parker, 

Assistant  Adjuta^it- General : 

Ma.ior:  I have  just  been  informed  by  Colonel  Lipscomb  that  the 
enemy  are  advancing.  1 will  have  everything  in  readiness.  Will  ride 
out  and  investigate  it. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

E.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 


In  the  Field, 

Northeast  River February  22.,  1865. 

General  Baker, 

Goldsborough : 

Colonel  Hatch  had  iirobably  better  come  on  to  communicate  with 
enemy  relative  to  exchange.  His  credentials  may  accomplish  some- 
thing. We  evacuated  Wilmington  this  morning. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 
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Fayetteville,  February  22^  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

Will  the  enemy  be  opposed  should  he  march  on  Fayetteville  ? 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding . 


[February  22,  1865.] 

Lieuteiiant-Coloiiel  Childs, 

Fayetterille : 

The  enemy’s  superior  force  will,  I fear,  enable  him  to  send  a detach- 
ment against  you,  Avliich  can  only  be  met  by  your  own  resources. 

* BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


February  22,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  W ar  : 

Sir  : At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McRae,  of  the  Raleigh  Confederate,  I 
inclose  to  you  some  extracts  from  the  Raleigh  Standard  and  Progress 
of  a treasonable  character.  With  the  State  of  North  Carolina  assailed 
on  every  side  how  canAve  hope  for  success  Avheu  such  publications  are 
l)ermitted. 

Res])ectfully,  Xc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  TAYLOR  WOOD. 


[Jiido.siire  No.  1.] 

ItALEiGH,  February  7,  1865. 

[Col.  J.  Taylor  Wood:] 

My  Dear  Colonel  : When  1 was  in  Richmond  1 stated  the  general 
matters  in  North  Carolina  that  were  going  amiss,  and  recommended 
the  policy  Avhich  I thought  would  strengthen  the  Administration  and 
the  Gov'ernment.  First  of  all,  the  friends  of  the  Administration  should 
fill  the  Confederate  offices,  and  they  should  be  carefully  selected  Avith 
reference  to  their  character  as  gentlemen  and  men  of  unquestionable 
fidelity.  I trust  that  General  Breckinridge  (to  Avhom  you  are  at  liberty 
to  show  this  letter)  Avill  appreciate  what  I say.  I am  ])repared  alone, 
or  in  conference  Avith  Avhatever  friends  the  President  may  select,  to 
reconunend  such  officers  as  Avould  be  the  right  men  to  fill  the  posts  in 
this  place.  We  have  iieAvs  of  the  result  of  Messrs.  Stephens’,  &c.,  con- 
ference Avith  Lincoln.  It  does  not  disappoint  me;  but  it  produces  no 
change  here.  Holden’s  paper  and  the  Progress  to-day  are  unequiv- 
ocally for  submission,  i.  c.,  they  repeat  their  peace  agitation  and 
declare  anew  the  incompeten(*y  of  the  GoA-ernment  to  secure  peace. 
They  both  recommend  State  action,  and  the  former  urges  meetings  of 
the  ])eople  to  agitate  for  a convention,  and  eludge  I'earson  on  the  receipt 
of  information  that  our  commissioners  had  received  the  ultimatum  of 
Lincoln,  proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons  a resolution  that  the  terms 
Avere  incompatible  Avith  honor  or  safety,  and  that  we  ought  to  resist 
Avith  all  our  means.  The  resolution  was  stifled  by  Messrs.  Carter  and 
others.  It  is  apparent  that  the  friends  of  the  GoAwnment  and  the 
cause  here  Avill  be  crushed  unless  more  strength  is  put  forth.  Can  it  be 
possible  that  these  disturbing  elements  are  to  be  still  allowed  to  Avork 
their  evil  Avhen  the  Confederacy  is  put  upon  the  distinct  issue  of  igno- 
minious surrender!  If  so,  I huA^e  no  hope,  for  in  the  appeal  to  the 
people  they  liave  all  tlie  prejudices,  and,  Avhat  is  Avorse,  they  haA^e  the 
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fears  on  their  side;  you  see  what  1 mean.  If  nothing*  can  be  done  to 
quell  the  submissive  spirit,  the  Confederacy  has  nothing  to  hope  from 
here.  I cannot  yet  judge  of  the  temper  and  purpose  of  Congress.  But 
a Government  with  power  can  alone  now  save  us.  Let  the  President 
immediately  secure  in  every  post  in  the  State  a iirin  friend  and  a 
])atriotic  officer.  Let  him  be  so  selected  from  the  State  as  to  give  no 
cause  of  complaint,  and  then  let  measures  be  adopted  as  will  deter 
men  from  hurting  the  cause,  or  punish  them  immediately  if  they  do.  I 
have  as  little  at  stake  now  as  most  men,  and  can  go  down  with  those 
who  fall  with  the  country,  but  there  is  no  need  to  allow  trouble  in 
North  Carolina.  It  can  be  readily  quelled  by  energy  and  xmoper  gov- 
ernmental authority.  The  Legislature  has  adjourned  and  does  not  come 
together  until  May,  but  we  shall  have  a most  deleterious  agitation  in 
the  interval  unless  it  be  prevented.  They  not  only  did  no  good,  but 
they  passed  every  possible  exemption  to  keep  men  out  of  the  service, 
the  imrpose  being  openly  announced.  I write  hastily  and  with  a bad 
pen.  I hope  for  the  best,  but  good  does  not  lie  in  discussion  before  the 
lDeoi)le,  but  in  acute  legislation  and  governmental  action. 

Yours,  very  truljq 

D.  K.  MclIAE. 


[Iiiclosure  Xo.  2.] 

Kaleigh,  N.  C.,  Fehru((rij  /i,  1865. 

[Col.  J.  Taylor  Wood:] 

My  Dear  Colonel:  Y^ou  have  no  doubt  supi)osed,  as  any  rational 
man  would  sux)x>ose,  that  the  peace  element  in  North  Carolina  would 
have  subsided  after  the  insulting  rex^ulsion  of  our  commissioners  and 
the  manifestations  on  the  part  of  our  enemies  to  force  upon  us  a degrad- 
ing submission.  But  such  is  not  the  fact,  and  that  you  may  see  that  it  is 
not,  I send  you  extracts  from  the  press  of  this  place  published  since  the 
return  of  Messrs.  Stephens,  &c.,  on  the  10th  instant,  with  a view,  if  pos- 
sible, to  elicit  a co-operation  of  the  i^ress  and  people  in  the  cause..  I 
wrote  the  article  which  I inclose  from  the  Confederate.  I inclose  also 
articles  from  the  Standard  and  Progress  of  subsequent  dates.  No 
response  has  been  given  to  my  x)roposition  from  either  of  these  papers. 
Above  articles  wdll  speak  for  themselves.  Now,  it  is  evident  that  not 
only  no  encouragement  is  to  be  given  by  those  who  have  heretofore 
stilled  the  cause  in  this  State  to  any  loyal  manifestations,  but  that  the 
same  efforts  are  to  continue  to  depreciate  the  Government,  to  xu’onounce 
hox)eless  the  cause,  to  dispirit  and  dex)ress  the  people,  and  to  disaftect 
them.  If  this  be  allowed  to  continue  it  is  impossible  by  any  argument 
of  sx^eech  or  Avriting  to  counteract  the  evil  iiiHuences.  Desertions  will 
increase;  peoi>le  will  withhold  their  sux)X)lies.  The  spii  it  of  submission 
will  take  fast  hold  and  North  Carolina  will  await  the  ai)X)roach  of  the 
enemy  Avith  i-esignation  to  her  fate.  The  x>i‘esent  state  of  things  is 
the  natui'al  consequence  of  the  illegitimate  course  x>Rrsued  by  these 
journals  and  their  coadjutors  for  a year  x>ast,  and  Ave  are  reax^ing  the 
fruits  of  our  toleration.  You  Avill  see  x>lain  as  day  that  both  these 
])ax)ers  recommend  submission  on  any  terms,  and  they  Inive  the  advan- 
tage in  that  all  the  logic  to  be  addressed  to  the  fears  and  x)rejudices  of 
the  ignorant  and  cowardly  and  to  the  selfishness  of  the  needy  is  on  their 
side,  and  something  stronger  than  the  strongest  ax)x>eals  to  manhood, 
l)ride,  and  ])atriotism,  is  needed  to  avert  their  evil  infiuence.  I see  no 
Avay  for  any  x^ractical  aid  from  the  State,  not  much  e\"en  for  a shoAV  of 
returning  enthusiasm  except  in  the  military  strength  of  the  Government. 

Yours,  A*ery  truly, 


D.  K.  MoKAE. 
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[From  the  Confederate.] 

Taking  it  for  gTanted  that  we  are  all  united  in  the  determination  to 
resist  to  the  death  the  ignominious  and  degrading  terms  which  the 
invaders  of  our  country  dictate  to  us,  and  that  the  true-hearted  xteople 
of  North  Carolina  will  emulate  the  hardy  and  invincible  resolution  of 
Virginia,  we  propose  to  our  contemporaries  of  the  press  in  Ealeigh  to 
unite  in  an  invitation  to  the  people  adjacent  to  Raleigh  to  assemble  in 
mass  meeting  in  order  to  give  expression  to  the  sentiments  of  loyalty 
and  the  determination  of  patriotism;  that  our  delegation  in  Congress 
and  such  other  distinguished  citizens  of  the  State  as  hold  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people — without  reference  to  political  affiliations  or  dif- 
ferences of  opinion — be  invited  to  be  present  and  address  the  people  on 
the  condition  of  the  country;  and  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  harmonize 
and  unite  all  the  elements  of  society,  in  the  common  effort  to  defend 
our  threatened  liberties.  We  ask  a response  from  them. 

[From  the  Progress.] 

The  ^‘monster  mass”  meetings  being  held  in  Richmond  are  noticed  in 
all  the  papers  of  that  city  with  show-bill  headings,  but  nothing  is  said 
about  recruits.  There  is  great  ^‘enthusiasm”  at  the  meetings,  but  not 
a man  is  put  in  the  army.  When  will  these  farces  cease  ? 

I From  the  Progress.] 

THE  SITUATION. 

Things  aie  so  confused  that  there  is  but  little  to  say  about  the  mili- 
tary situation.  Sherman  is  in  South  Carolina,  seemingly  having  things 
his  own  way.  A portion  of  his  force  has  crossed  the  Edisto  River, 
near  Brancliville,  but  how  far  he  has  advanced,  or  for  what  point  he 
aims,  we  are  not  advised.  He  is  reported  as  moving  on  both  Augusta 
and  Columbia,  but  rve  shall  be  greatly  surprised  if  he  don’t  move  his 
main  force  on  Charleston  while  demonstrating  on  the  other  two  places. 
We  knoAV  nothing  of  the  strength  of  our  own  force  in  South  Carolina 
any  more  than  we  do  of  the  magnitude  of  Sherman’s  army,  but  if  the 
enemy  are  not  in  possession  of  both  Charleston  and  Wilmington  before 
the  March  winds  have  finished  their  requiem  we  shall  be  disappointed. 
In  fact,  the  evacuation  of  both  of  these  cities  at  an  early  day  will  not 
astonish  us.  These  are  our  convictions,  and  we  see  no  harm  to  come 
of  expressing  them.  And  then  what?  Sherman  being  able  to  main- 
tain himself  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  whole  country  beyond  the 
Savannah  River  at  the  mercy  of  the  foe,  the  two  main  Federal  armies, 
one  in  Virginia  and  the  other  in  South  Carolina,  will  press  forward, 
having  General  Lee  and  our  army  now  in  South  Carolina  between 
them,  and  the  i)robability  is  that  during  the  coming  summer  the  thing 
will  be  ^‘fought  out  ” and  the  last  ditch  ” reached  somewbere  here  in 
North  Carolina,  certainly  between  the  Pedee  and  the  Roanoke  rivers. 
The  negroes  may  be  put  in,  or  they  may  be  kept  out,  but  the  end  will 
come  speedily  and  the  result  will  be  the  same. 

They  may  whip  us  or  we  may  whi])  them — it  will  depend  upon  the 
number,  courage,  and  endurance  of  the  troops — but  thecampaign  of  the 
coming  sxu’ing  and  summer  will  be  thelast.  If  we  conquer  theenemy,  we 
shall  have  everything  our  own  way,  but  if  they  conquer  us,  we  shall 
be  subjugated  xmovinces.  These  are  the  facts,  and  we  may  as  well 
state  them.  Peace  and  equality  might  be  had  now  by  conciliation  and 
compromise,  but  if  we  go  on  and  lose,  we  lose  all  and  become  the  slaves 
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of  the  conquerors.  But  the  time  for  speculation  has  ceased — the  crisis 
is  upon  us— and  we  feel  sure  that  the  best  or  worst  will  soon  be  known. 
Let  all  do  their  duty  and  bear  with  patience  and  fortitude  the  trials 
that  await  us. 

[From  the  Progress.] 

We  shall  probably  never  know  all  the  facts  connected  Avith  the  con- 
ference which  recently  took  place  on  shipboard  in  Hampton  Koads 
between  Lincoln  and  Seward  and  the  commissioners  of  Mr.  Davis,  but 
as  the  details  begin  to  leak  out  from  both  sides,  Ave  find  that  the  ulti- 
matums of  the  two  rulers  Avere  just  what  Ave  predicted  they  would  be 
before  the  conference  took  place:  Lincoln  demanded  unconditional  sub- 
mission to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  United  States,  while  Mr, 
Davis’  commissioners  were  instructed  to  demand  the  unconditional 
recognition  of  the  Confederacy,  including  States  that  have  iieA^er  fur- 
nished us  either  men  or  material  with  which  to  prosecute  the  war. 

It  is  evident  from  the  Northern  news  published  by  us  yesterday  that 
the  dispatches  that  have  been  sent  out  from  Eichmond,  relative  to  the 
conference,  have  been  highly  colored  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  and 
exasperating  the  people,  and  Avith  the  further  hope,  no  doubt,  of  indu- 
cing our  ijeople  to  consent  to  the  mad  project  of  arming  and  freeing  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  negroes.  We  have  heard  from  A^ery  excel- 
lent authority,  from  a gentleman  who  has  recently  mingled  Avith  mem- 
bers of  Congress  in  Eichmond,  that  it  Avas  well  understood  there  that 
the  delegations  from  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  North 
Carolina  were  favorably  disposed  toward  reconstruction,  provided  they 
could  get  the  Union,  as  it  Avas,  under  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  or  was 
when  Mr.  Lincoln  was  inaugurated;  and  it  Avas  also  understood  that 
Mr.  Davis  would  not  oppose  it.  Noav,  if  this  be  so,  and  we  have  but 
little  doubt  of  it,  why  were  the  commissioners  instructed  to  demand 
the  unconditional  recognition  of  the  Confederacy*?  Mr.  Davis  had  no 
idea  the  Federal  authorities  Avould  do  that,  and  hence  this  attempt  to 
negotiate  is  all  a farce,  and  the  supposition  that  the  subject  of  recon- 
struction and  a restoration  of  the  old  Union  has  been  freely  discussed 
and  favorably  considered  by  Mr.  Davis  and  his  Congress  is  strength- 
ened by  the  speech  delivered  by  him  on  Monday  night,  in  which  he  is 
reported  as  saying  that  ‘Hinder  no  circumstances  would  he  be  again 
for  reconstruction  and  Union.’’ 

This  language  clearly  inqilies,  if  it  implies  anything,  that  he  had  been 
for  it,  and  that  he  Avould  have  accepted  it  could  he  have  obtained  his 
OAAui  terms.  The  dispatches  from  Eichmond  tell  us  a good  deal  about 
“pains  and  penalties,”  “confiscations,”  Ac.,  that  Avould  follow  the 
acceptance  of  Lincoln’s  terms,  but  they  fail  to  tell  us  what  Ave  get 
from  a Washington  dispatch,  to  wit:  “That  Lincoln  informed  the 
commissioners  that  recognition  Avas  utterly  out  of  the  question ; that  the 
United  States  could  stop  the  Avar  only  on  condition  that  the  authority 
of  the  National  Government  should  be  recognized  and  obeyed  over 
the  Avhole  territory  of  the  United  States.  This  point  conceded,  he 
assured  them  that  upon  any  other  matter  of  diherence  they  would  be 
treated  Avith  the  utmost  liberality.”  But  this  would  not  do,  because  it 
seems  from  the  Northern  account  of  the  conference  Mr.  Stephens  Avas 
instructed,  if  he  could  not  get  unconditional  recognition,  to  maneuver 
for  temiKirary  recognition,  holding  out  as  an  inducement  that  if  the 
Federal  authorities  Avould  but  treat  with  us  “as  an  independent  nation 
that  such  an  agreement  could  be  had  as  would  unite  the  North  and 
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Soiitli.”  Is  not  this  trifling  witli  the  people  who  are  the  great  sufferers 
by  this  war?  Whilst  Mr.  Davis  and  his  Congress  are  holding  out  the 
idea  to  their  own  people  that  they  will  have  ns  all  annihilated  before 
they  will  consent  to  a restoration  of  the  old  Union,  they  send  commis- 
sioners to  the  Federal  authorities  to  propose  ultimate  reconstruction, 
provided  present  advantages  can  be  secured  thereby. 

If  the  people  of  the  South  belong  to  Mr.  Davis  and  his  Congress — 
if  they  are  but  the  subjects  of  a military  despotism  that  is  supreme — 
they  will  submit  to  have  the  negroes  freed  and  armed,  and  await  with 
meek  resignation  the  ruin,  degradation,  and  slavery  that  is  too  sure  to 
follow;  but  if  they  are  the  free  citizens  of  free  sovereign  States,  they 
will  not  bow  the  neck  for  the  yoke  that  is  preparing  for  them,  but  will 
demand  that  such  terms  as  the  Federal  authorities  propose  to  offer  be 
submitted  to  them  for  their  ratification  or  rejection.  This  is  the  people’s 
war,  and  we  are  satisfied,  from  our  intercourse  with  them,  that  an 
immense  majority  are  for  stopping  it. 

[From  the  Standard.] 

The  Confederate,  of  this  city,  after  giving  the  terms  of  peace  offered 
by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Southern  people,  says: 

Before  expressing  the  sentiments  with  which  these  propositions  impress  us,  we 
wait  to  see  whether  those  who  have  heretofore  differed  from  ns,  will  offer  us  hopes 
of  united  action. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State,  which  has  just  adjourned,  would  neither 
make  war  nor  make  peace.  It  seemed  to  halt  between  two  opinions.  The 
reply  of  Mr.  Lincoln  was  known  to  that  body  before  it  adjourned,  and 
yet  it  neither  prolonged  its  session  nor  expressed  its  views  in  relation 
to  the  terms  which  he  had  offered  us.  It  said  neither  yea  nor  nay  to 
those  terms.  Of  course  we  speak  of  the  majority,  composed  of  Davis 
and  Vance  destructives.  Even  the  editor  of  the  Confederate,  who 
speaks  for  the  Confederate  officials  in  this  State  and  for  the  destructive 
party,  ‘‘waits to  see”  what  his  opponents  will  do  before  he  buckles  on 
his  armor  and  hurls  defiance  at  President  Lincoln.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances what  are  we  to  do?  If  the  editor  of  the  Confederate  and 
those  who  agree  with  him  think  there  is  reasonable  ground  for  hoping 
that  Grant  and  Sherman  can  be  driven  back,  the  Federal  armies  gener- 
ally defeated,  our  lost  territory  regained,  and  that,  as  the  result  of  this, 
the  enemy  will  sue  for  peace  and  then  give  us  independence — we  say, 
if.  they  think  there  is  reasonable  ground  for  hoping  for  this,  let  them 
urge  on  the  war ; but  let  them  remember  that  the  Confederacy  will  need, 
in  order  to  make  successful  headway  in  the  field,  at  least  200,000  more 
men,  to  say  nothing  of  negro  soldiers;  and  that  supplies  must  be  pro- 
duced for  the  army  and  the  people  at  home.  If  the  war  fever  is  increas- 
ing, and  if  the  purpose  is  to  “ fight  it  out  ” to  the  last  extremity,  why 
is  it  that  we  hear  of  no  volunteering,  and  of  no  efforts  to  raise  com- 
panies to  meet  the  enemy  ? But  suppose  there  should  be  no  reasonable 
ground  to  hope  for  success,  and  that  from  very  desperation  the  war 
should  be  prosecuted  six  months  longer,  and  50,000  more  lives  should 
be  lost,  and  all  these  States  should  be  overrun  and  subjugated,  and 
utter  ruin  should  thus  befall  us,  sweeping  into  its  vortex  our  slaves 
and  the  unoffending  women  and  children,  and  the  States  should  be 
reduced  to  a territorial  condition  and  military  governors  placed  over 
them,  and  they  should  be  held  in  this  condition  for  years;  suppose 
these  results  should  take  place,  what  would  be  the  feelings  and  fate  of 
those  whom  the  people  would  regard  as  instrumental  in  causing  all 
these  calamities? 
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[From  tlie  Standard.] 

Mr.  Editor:  In  the  clniracteristic  and  eloquent  speech  of  Hon.  Mr. 
Turner,  published  in  your  last  issue,  a very  graphic  parallel  is  drawn 
between  the  combatants  in  the  present  awful  struggle  and  the  old 
Komans  and  Oarthageuians,  led  on  respectively  by  Scipio  and  Hannibal. 
I quote  from  the  speech : 

^^The  two  colossal  powers  of  the  new  continent  well  represent  the 
two  powers  of  the  old.  The  North,  old,  rich,  crafty,  and  more  perfidious 
than  Carthage;  tlie  South,  young,  poor,  robust,  and  brave  as  Home. 

Now  that  the  two  armies  upon  Powhataifs  parent  stream  impend 
like  two  clouds  surcharged  with  electricity,  with  whose  contact  must 
come  the  thunder  shock ; now  that  Hannibal  and  Scipio  eye  each  other 
from  head  to  foot;  now  that  they  are  ready  when  spring  opens  to  close 
again  with  each  other;  now,  while  there  is  a pause  in  the  storm,  in  the 
name  of  God,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  let  the  statesman  say,  ‘Peace, 
be  still.’  Let  the  statesman  say,  as  Napoleon  said  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, after  his  hundred  battles,  ^Sire,  is  it  not  time  for  iieaceP  And  if 
l)eace  follows  not  an  honest  effort  at  negotiation,  then  let  young  Eome 
gather  all  her  forces  for  one  last  appalling  effort,  and  God  grant  she 
may  sweep  perfidious  Carthage  from  the  face  of  the  earth.” 

Mr.  Editor,  has  not  the  ^‘honest  effort”  been  made?  Have  w^e  not 
done  all  that  could  be  done  consistent  with  dignity  and  honor?  Have 
we  not  almost  prostrated  ourselves  before  the  throne,”  and  have  we 
not  been  spurned  ? As  it  seems  that  peace  could  not  follow  this  honest 
effort  at  negotiation,  ought  we  not  now  with  one  voice  sternly  say,  now 

let  young  Kome  gather  all  her  forces  for  one  last  appalling  effort,  and 
God  grant  she  may  sweep  perfidious  Carthage  from  the  face  of  the 
earth ! ” What  more  can  we  do ? Ought  we  not  now  to  be  united?  If 
we  fall  in  the  struggle,  we  at  least  save  our  honor.  If  we  submit,  we 
lose  all,  and  honor  too.  I think  I may  appeal  to  you  to  save  the  coun- 
try from  that  last  deep  degradation.  As  one  who  has  accorded  to  your 
paper  honest  intentions,  couided  with  great  power  and  influence  in  our 
good  old  State  (though  in  many  things  comx:)elled  to  differ  with  you  in 
sentiment),  may  I not  without  presumption  urge  now  a reunion  to  save 
Pome  in  her  struggle  for  life?  She  needs  your  strong  arm  and  asks  it. 
Sl;all  she  ask  in  vain? 

W. 

We  cheerfully  give  our  subscriber  and  correspondent  a hearing, 
though  we  have  differed  with  him  politically.  But  while  we  have  seri- 
ously considered  what  he  has  said,  it  seems  to  us  that  we  should  bear 
in  mind,  Avhile  commencing  to  fight  de  novo^  the  following  verses  from 
Holy  Writ: 

For  which  of  yon,  iutendinj;'  to  build  a tower,  sitteth  not  dowu  first  aud  counteth 
the  cost,  whether  he  have  sufilicieiit  to  finish  itf 

Lest  haply,  after  he  hath  laid  the  foundation,  and  is  not  able  to  finish  it,  all  tliat 
behold  it  be^in  to  mock  him, 

Saying,  This  man  began  to  build,  and  was  not  able  to  finish. 

Or  what  king,  going  to  make  war  against  another  king,  sitteth  not  down  first, 
and  consulteth  whether  ho  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet  him  that  cometh 
against  him  with  twenty  thousand  ? 

Or  else,  while  the  otlier  is  yet  a great  way  off,  he  sendeth  an  ambassage,  and 
desireth  conditions  of  peace. — St.  Luke,  14th  chapter,  28th,  29th,  30th,  31st  aud  32d 
verses. 
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Kock  Hill,  8.  C.,  February  22^  1865—9.40  a.  m. 

General  Hampton, 

Chester.)  8.  C. : 

81iould  enemy  move  in  direction  of  Catawba  Valley  send  parties  on 
each  side  of  river  to  remove  or  destroy  all  supplies,  as  already  directed. 
By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bock  Hill,  S.  C.,  February  22,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Chesterville,  8.  €.: 

Dispatch  of  yesterday  relative  to  Cadets  should  read  ‘‘could  not” 
instead  of  “ would  not.”  Please  correct  it. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGARD. 


Bock  Hill,  February  22,  1865. 

General  Hampton, 

Chester,  8.  C. : 

Kanapaux  is  with  Stevenson.  Order  will  be  given  as  desired  by 
you  on  arrival  in  Charlotte. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Armies, 

February  23,  1865. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : I inclose  a copy  of  the  order*  assigning  you  to  command, 
and  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  enter  at  once  upon  the  discharge  of 
your  duties.  General  Beauregard,  upon  whose  cheerful  and  zealous 
support  I need  not  say  you  can  fully  rely,  will  apprise  you  of  the 
liresent  condition  of  affairs.  Leaving  the  adoption  of  the  best  measures 
of  defense  to  your  skill  and  judgment,  I will  only  suggest  what  has 
occurred  to  me  from  the  information  I have  receHed.  I have  doubted 
whether  it  was  General  Sherman’s  intention  to  move  by  way  of  Char- 
lotte, Greensborough,  and  Danville,  toward  Richmond,  as  the  difficul- 
ties attending  that  course  would  be  very  great.  I thought  that  after  a 
demonstration  in  [that]  direction,  laying  waste  the  country  and  destroy- 
ing the  railroads,  he  Avould  turn  toward  the  coast  and  reopen  his  com- 
munications and  endeavor  to  unite  with  the  army  of  General  Scho- 
field, operating  on  the  Cape  Fear  River.  The  latest  intelligence  from 
General  Hampton  would  indicate  that  General  Sherman  is  moving 
eastwardly  toward  Camden.  Should  such  be  his  purpose  the  troops 
that  withdrew  from  Charleston  toward  Monk’s  Corner  would  be  in  some 
danger  of  falling  between  General  Sherman  and  General  Schofield,  and 
I think  it  would  be  best  to  move  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Fayette- 
ville, or  any  other  convenient  point  whence  they  can  proceed  to  General 
Beauregard’s  army,  or  be  otherwise  used  as  you  see  fit.  The  moAmment 


*See  Special  Orders,  No.  3,  p.  1248. 
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of  General  Sherman  above  suggested  would  also  intercept  the  march 
of  Stewart’s  and  Cheatham’s  corps,  which,  as  I understand,  are  advanc- 
ing east  of  Columbia  to  join  the  forces  under  Beauregard  in  front  of 
Sherman.  If  a junction  of  these  troops  cannot  be  effected  at  once  with 
the  rest  of  the  army  they  should  be  kept  upon  the  enemy’s  flank  so  as 
to  embarrass  his  movements  until  such  time  as  they  can  bje  united  with 
the  others.  I need  not  say  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  concen- 
trate all  our  forces  and  bring  out  every  available  man.  If  this  can  be 
accomplished  in  time  to  strike  General  Sherman  before  he  reaches  the 
coast  or  unites  with  Schofield,  I hope  for  favorable  results.  His  prog- 
ress can  be  embarrassed  and  retarded  by  removing  or  destroying  all 
kinds  of  supplies  on  his  route,  and  I hope  you  will  spare  no  effort  to 
accomplish  this  object.  You  will  have  to  depend  upon  marching,  to  a 
great  extent,  for  the  movement  of  your  troops,  and  upon  wagons  for 
transporting  supplies.  Should  your  operations  bring  you  within  reach 
of  the  troops  under  General  Bragg,  and  you  find  that  they  can  be  used 
to  advantage,  of  course  you  will  direct  their  movements.  In  this  con- 
nection I call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a column  of  the  enemy  is 
reported  as  x^reparing  to  move  by  Kinston  toAvard  Goldsborough,  to 
opiiose  Avhich  there  is  only  a small  force  under  General  Baker.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  General  Sherman  should  advance  northwardly  toward 
Greensborough  and  Danville  and  Ave  cannot  check  him,  it  Avill  become 
necessary  for  this  army  to  change  its  x)osition.  I am  endeavoring  to 
hold  General  Grant  in  check  as  long  as  x^ossible  and  resist  any  attemx3t 
he  may  make  to  co-operate  Avitli  the  Federal  forces  in  North  Carolina. 
At  this  time  nothing  can  be  sent  from  here  to  your  assistance,  but 
should  the  enemy  reach  the  Roanoke,  I should  endeavor  to  unite  with 
you  to  strike  him,  or  if  ox^i^ortunity  occurred,  to  attack  General  Grant 
if  he  follows  me  rajudly.  This  outline  will  exx)lain  generally  the  pos- 
ture of  affairs.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  vital 
importance  of  checking  General  Sherman  and  xn’eserving  our  railroad 
communications  as  far  as  practicable.  I rely  confidently  upon  you  to 
do  all  that  the  means  at  your  disposal  will  x^ermit,  and  hope  for  the 
most  favorable  i^ue.  You  can  depend  upon  receiving  all  the  assistance 
I can  render.  Please  keex)  me  advised  of  the  enemy’s  movements,  and 
of  your  own,  that  I may  be  able  to  co-operate  as  far  as  x^racticable.  It 
will  be  Avell  to  call  upon  the  State  authorities  to  set  to  work  at  once  to 
rex^air  the  roads  as  they  are  left  0])en  by  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 

Very  resx^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23.,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Va.: 

General  Beauregard  has  given  orders  for  the  concentration  of  all  his 
forces.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  is  moving  by  Florence  and  Cheraw, 
and  Major-General  Cheatham  and  Lieutenant-General  Stewart  by  New- 
berry. In  front  of  the  Federal  ariny  are  the  cavalry  and  S.  D. 
Lee’s  corps,  3,()()();  Stewart  and  Cheatham,  3,200;  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee’s,  about  11,000;  cavalry,  about  0,000.  I suggest  that  General 
Bragg’s  troops  join  these.  Can  Linutenant-l^olonel  Anderson,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  join  me?  I have  no  staff',  that  of  the  i\rmy  of  Ten- 
nessee being  disx)ersed. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
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Charlo  rTE,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 
President  Jefferson  Davis, 

Eiclmwud,  Va. : 

Enemy’s  movement  from  Wiunsborougli  toward  Catawba  liiver 
seems  to  be  more  positive.  He  has  withdrawn  from  vicinity  of  Ches- 
terville,  which  will  enable  Cheatham  and  Stewart  to  reach  here  via 
Newberry  and  Union ville.  Enemy  may  now  probably  move  on  Cheraw 
and  Fayetteville.  I have  ^iven  orders  accordingly  to  General  Hardee. 
Could  not  all  our  forces  be  united  against  Grant? 

G.  T.  BEAIJKEGAED. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  23,  1865. 

General  Beauregard, 

Charlotte : 

If  enemy  turns  east  McLaws  will  be  in  danger.  Hasten  him  forward, 
also  mass  all  troo})S  in  your  rear  to  retard  and  embarrass  enemy  until 
you  can  bring  them  forward.  They  must  march  vigorously. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 

(feneral  E.  E.  Lee, 

Riehmond,  Va. : 

Orders  have  been  sent  to  McLaws  to  comply  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  vour  dispatch  of  this  date. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis,  • 

President  Confederate  Slides,  Riehmond,  Uu.; 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  20th  instant  I pro- 
ceeded with  dispatch  to  this  place,  and  on  my  arrival  yesterday  1 found 
General  Beauregard  here,  who  had  just  returned  from  the  front.  At 
our  lirst  interview  he  informed  me  that  his  opinion  was  the  enemy — 
then  near  Chesterville — would  press  on  at  once  to  Charlotte,  making  it 
impossible  for  our  forces  to  be  concentrated  here  in  sufficient  strength 
to  resist  successfully,  and  that  it  would  probably  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  gain  time,  to  fall  back  to  Salisbury,  or  even  to  some  point  east  of  the 
Yadkin  Elver.  Major-General  Stevenson’s  command,  about  2,000  effect- 
ives, was  within  one  day’s  inarch  of  this  place;  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham’s corps,  of  about  the  same  strength,  was  at  or  near  Newberry,  S.  C„ ; 
Lieutenant-General  Stewart’s,  say  1,200,  a day’s  march  in  rear  of  Cheat- 
ham; and  Lieutenant-General  Hardee’s  forces,  probably  at  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  Florence.  The  telegrams  from  General  Hampton  last  night 
intimated  that  the  enemy  was  moving  eastwardly,  possibly  to  Cheraw  by 
Camden.  Cheatham  and  Stewart  have  been  ordered  to  come  directly 
to  Charlotte,  in  case  Sherman’s  movement  toward  the  east  be  con  tinned, 
and  Hardee  directed  to  ])ress  forward  to  the  north  of  Cheraw,  but  to 
delay  the  enemy’s  march  by  obstructing  roads,  Ac.  The  work  of  block- 
ing roads,  ddtetroying  bridges,  and  filling  up  fords,  south  of  this  place, 
will  be  pressed  with  vigor.  The  people  of  the  country  will  furnish 
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labor  in  abundance,  with  all  necessary  subsistence  and  tools.  It  is 
not  improbable  the  enemy  may  go  via  Cheraw  to  Fayetteville,  where 
supplies  can  be  sent  to  him  by  way  of  the  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  afterward 
to  Goldsborough  or  Ealeigh,  and  establish  a temporary  base  at  New 
Berne.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  such  forces  as  we  have  can 
be  concentrated  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  State,  in  time,  it  is  hoped, 
to  meet  him. 

I am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 

Major-General  and  Chief  Ungmeer. 


[February  23,  1865. — For  General  Orders,  No.  8,  from  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  Eichmond,  relating  to  the  service  of 
the  Eeserves,  see  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  11,  p.  1251.] 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  45.  i Richmond^  February  23^  1865. 

* * * • # * * * 

XIII.  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  duty,  and 
will  report  for  orders  by  telegraph  to  General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commander- 
in-Chief,  Petersburg,  Va. 

##**#** 

Bv  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  51.  ) February  23,  1865, 

**###** 

V^l.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  Leventhorpe,  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.,  will  report 
to  General  B.  Bragg,  commanding,  &c.,  for  assignment  to  the  com- 
maud  of  Clingman’s  brigade,  Hoke’s  division. 

By  command  of  General  E.  E.  Lee: 

W,  II.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865 — 2 j?.  ni. 
Lieutenant-General  Stewart,  or 
Major-General  Cheatham, 

At  or  about  Neivberry,  8.  C.: 

Wilmington  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  renders 
the  movement  via  that  city  impracticable  at  present.  Hence,  should 
you  have  already  reached  the  vicinity  of  Columbia,  you  will  re})air  to 
Cheraw  by  railroad,  as  already  instructed,  from  Statesburg  or  Man- 
chester, Avith  as  much  rapidity  as  possible;  thence  by  dirt  road  to 
Greensborough,  via  Wadesborongh  and  Ashborough.  Couriers  will 
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meet  yon  at  those  points  to  give  yon  information  of  the  enemy’s  move- 
ments, if  threatening  or  necessary.  At  Cheraw  yon  will  find  seven 
days’  snpplies,  provisions  and  forage.  Should  yon  not  have  advanced 
to  the  vicinity  of  Colombia  yon  will  await  farther  orders  at  or  about 
Newberry.  Shonld  the  enemy  move,  however  (as  is  now  reported), 
across  the  Catawba  and  thence  eastwardly,  instead  of  directly  on 
Charlotte,  yon  will  repair  forthwith  from  yonr  present  position  to 
Chesterville  by  the  best  or  safest  ronte,  where  cars  will  await  yonr 
arrival  to  bring  yon  to  this  place. 

Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 

P.  S. — 2.30  p.  m. — Having  jnst  learned  that  yon  had  arrived  at 
Jones’  Ferry,  yon  will  inoceed  at  once  to  Chesterville  or  by  the  ronte 
already  laid  down  by  Lieutenant-General  Hampton.  * 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augiista^  Ga.^  February  23.,  1865. 

Commandant  Post, 

Carnal'.,  Ga.: 

Sir  : It  is  the  direction  of  General  Beauregard  that  yon  see  that  no 
delay  occurs,  and  facilitate  the  forwarding  of  subsistence  stores  con- 
signed to  Maj.  H.  Cranston,  commissary  of  subsistence,  Augusta,  Ga., 
for  Barnett. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  A.ssistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  23,  1865. 

Col.  A.  F.  Rudler, 

Commandant  Post,  Washington,  Ga.: 

Colonel  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  yon  will  turn  over  the 
command  of  the  post  at  W'ashington  to  Col.  John  B.  Weems  and  report 
promptly  to  Brigadier-General  Fry,  Augusta,  for  orders. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  A djtitant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 

Maj.  N.  R.  Chambliss, 

Salisbury,  A.  C.  : 

Ordnance  officer  not  yet  arrived.  Yon  had  better  send  some  one  to 
take  charge  of  ammunition  and  let  it  remain  here  until  needed. 

dNO.  M.  OTEY, 
As.sistant  Adjutant- General. 


See  1.30  p.  m.,  p.  1261. 
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February  23, 1865. 

[General  Stewart:] 

I wrote  you  a few  moments  since.  Inclosed  I send  you  a communi- 
cation from  Colonel  Crews.  Prospects  for  boats  are  gloomy.  I will 
order  him,  if  possible,  to  get  some  boats  from  the  Saluda  Elver,  even  as 
high  up  as  McNary’s  Ferry.  I am  afraid  that,  on  account  of  the  mill- 
dams,  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  them  out. 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Crews’  Cavalry  Brioade, 

Seven  Miles  from  Columbia  on  the  Columbia  and 

Frog  Level  Boad^  February  23^  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel:  I sent  for  a boat,  this  morning  which  I learn  is  fifteen 
miles  above  Freshly’s  Ferry.  There  was  also  one  at  Freshly’s  Ferry 
which  I thought  could  be  repaired.  Left  some  workmen  there  this 
morning  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  it.  The  officer  in  charge  writes 
me  it  cannot  be  done.  There  is  no  other  fiat  between  there  and  Colum- 
bia. The  stream  is  between  400  and  500  yards  wide.  I think  you  will 
have  considerable  difficulty  in  crossing,  unless  you  have  some  flats 
built.  There  is  a ford  at  Freshly’s,  which  I think  your  men  might 
wade.  There  is  one  opposite  this  ])oint  which  1 think  I can  get  my 
horses  across  with  considerable  difficulty.  Wagons  cannot  cross  at 
either.  {Should  it  rain  so  as  to  raise  the  river,  I do  not  think  the  river 
could  be  crossed  at  either  ford.  I think  there  is  no  enemy  near  the 
river  on  the  other  side.  I sent  out  scouts  this  morning.  Hardly  think 
I will  hear  from  them  to-night,  as  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  their 
crossing  the  river.  The  enemy  has  destroyed  nearly  all  the  forage  in 
this  vicinity.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  any  forage  for  horses.  I 
dispatched  you  late  yesterday  evening  and  this  morning.  Have  not 
heard  from  you  since  I left  Newberry. 

Eespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  CEEWS, 

Colonel^  (fic. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 
Chesterville.,  S.  C.,  February  23,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  Cpieatham, 

Commandmg  Corps : 

General:  Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton  directs  me  to  inclose  to  you 
the  accompanying  telegram  Just  received  from  General  Beauregard. 
At  the  i)resent  time  General  IIami)ton  considers  the  route  to  Chester- 
ville  clear,  and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  commanding 
general  desires  you  to  move  at  once  by  rapid  marches  to  this  place.  He 
has  received  intelligence  that  you  crossed  the  Ennoree  Eiver  yesterday 
morning,  and  he  ])resumes  that  you  are  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Unionville, 
and  directs  me  to  indi(;ate  the  following  as  the  route  which  you  should 
take,  viz : From  Unionville  to  cross  the  Broad  Eiver  at  Love’s  Ford,  just 
below  Turkey  Creek,  thence  by  Carmel  Hill  Post-Office  to  this  place.  He 
sends  you  a guide,  the  bearer  of  this,  Private  E.  B.  Lawson,  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  country.  General  Hampton  Avill  keep  the  roads  ou 
this  side  of  Broad  Eiver  leading  to  your  line  of  march  i)icketed,  and 
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will  keep  yon  informed  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy.  If  the  enemy’s 
movements  make  it  necessary  you  will  diverge  from  the  line  of  march 
indicated  and  join  General  Hampton  at  Yorkville.  He  desires  you  to 
use  the  cavalry  with  you  to  gain  information  for  yoUr  protection,  and 
requests  that  you  will  collect  and  bring  with  you  all  men  from  General 
Wheeler’s  and  General  Butler’s  commands  that  you  may  be  able  to  find. 
He  desires  also  that  you  will  at  once  send  a copy  of  these  instructions 
and  of  the  telegram  from  the  commanding  general  to  General  Stewart, 
that  he  may  follow  the  same  line  of  march  as  speedily  as  possible.  He 
desires  you  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  by  a fresh  courier  sent  to 
this  place,  or  to  meet  us  on  the  line  of  the  Yorkville  or  Charlotte  rail- 
road, between  this  place  and  Yorkville,  and  to  communicate  your  prog- 
ress and  any  news  that  you  may  haA^e  of  General  Stewart  in  the  same 
direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Major  and  Asmstant  Adjutant- General. 


[liiclosure.] 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  .23,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton  : 

Send  guide  to  Cheatham,  and  order  him  to  join  you  at  Chester  if  road 
is  clear,  otherwise  by  Yorkville.  Order  him  to  make  rapid  marches. 
Send  same  instructions  to  General  Stewart. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


lleport  of  effective  strength  of  Leer's  corps,  February  i?3,  1865. 


Divisions. 

Brigades. 

Elfective 

total. 

Total  A ggregate 

present.  present. 

Stovall’s/)  

■ :}43 

449 

492 

Jackson’s 

81 

142 

135 

Johnson’s  c - 

Deas’ 

277 

388  i 

443 

Manigault’s 

28.5 

314  : 

422 

SteA'en.son’s  d . ■ 

Pettus’ 

H80 

535 

602 

Palmer' se 

.553 

160  ' 

855 

Kanapaux’s 

Battery 

81 

84 

88 

Maxwell’s 

Light  Battery 

32 

37 

3? 

Sum  total 

2, 032 

1 2,109 

3,075 

a Baker’s  brigade,  of  Clayton’s  division,  absent,  en  route  from  Mobile,  Ala. 

^Fifty-second  Georgia  Kegiment,  Stovall’s  brigade,  detailed  as  guard  to  train  from  Columbus,  Miss. 
cSbarp’s  and  Erantly’s  brigades  left  in  Mississippi  by  order  of  General  Beauregard. 
dCummiug’s  brigade,  of  Stevenson’s  division,  absent'witb  General  Hardee. 
eFifty-fourtli  Virginia  Eegiment,  Palmer  s brigade,  guard  to  train  from  Columbus,  Miss. 


Near  Charlotte,  N.  C. 


C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Ma jor-  General,  Com  m an  ding. 


Burgaav,  N.  C.,  Fehrnary  23,  1865 — 1 )).  m. 

(Received  4.15  p.  m.  25th.) 

General  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

/Secret ary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

My  observation  in  returning  from  Richmond  satisfies  me  that  a con- 
siderable element  in  our  military  resources  is  being  lost  by  furloughing 
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our  returned  prisoners.  Even  their  transportation  seriously  embar- 
rasses us.  Many  will  be  captured,  and  but  few  can  possibly  rejoin 
their  commands  in  time  for  opening  campaign.  Concentrated  in  some 
healthy  camp  in  Virginia  or  North  Carolina  and  provisionally  organ- 
ized, they  would  form  an  important  reserve  at  this  crisis,  even  if  not 
physically  fit  for  an  active  campaign. 

BKAXTON  BRACd. 


February  23,  1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Raleigh  : 

(Care  of  Governor  Vance.) 

We  evacuated  Wilmington  yesterday  morning,  bringing  olf  every- 
thing of  value.  Enemy  made  but  feeble  pursuit.  Both  armies  now 
stationary.  Our  headquarters  near  Burgaw  Station. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters,  February  ^3,  1865. 

(Received  24th.) 

General  Brago, 

Teacheifn  : 

General  Johnston  applies  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  assistant 
adjutant-general.  If  you  can  spare  him  order  him  to  report  to  General 
Johnston  at  or  near  Charlotte. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

. February  23.,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

General  Hebert: 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  put  your  negro  force  in 
motion  for  Goldsborough,  under  a proper  officer,  and  a suitable  number 
of  managers,  with  instructions  to  repair  the  roads,  bridges,  Ac.,  thor- 
oughly as  they  go  along.  You,  with  your  other  officers  and  engineer 
trooi)S,  will  continue  to  move  with  the  army. 

Respectfully,  Ac., 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Asnistani  A djutant- General. 


He  ADQU  ARTE  R S, 

(kimp  near  Burgaw  Station,  February  23,  1865 — 10  a.  ni. 
General  Hoke  : 

General  Bragg  desires  to  know  whether  there  is  any  indication  of 
movements  by  the  enemy  in  your  rear  which  would  require  the’trains 
here  to  move  on.  TTnless  pressed  back  he  wishes  the  cavalry  to  remain 
on  the  Northeast. 

Respectfully,  Ac., 

vVRCHER  ANDERSON, 
Aasintant  Adjutant- General. 
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February  23,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel:  There  are  no  indications  of  a move  thus  far.  Do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  send  on  the  trains. 

Eespectfully.  yours, 

K.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 


Burgaw,  February  23y  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Holmes, 

Raleigh : 

Dispatch  received.  I am  making  such  dispositions  for  defense  of 
Fayetteville  as  my  means  allow. 

BRAXTOK  BRAGG, 

General, 


General  Gorgas: 


Fayetteville,  February  23,  1865. 

(Received  2.35  o’clock.) 


Do  the  authorities  appreciate  the  importance  of  Fayetteville?  Eight 
cotton  factories  here,  machinery  of  navy  ordnance  works,  coal  and  iron 
of  Deep  River  country,  besides  what  we  have. 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 
TAeutenant-  Colonel. 


[Indorsement.] 

Richmond,  February  21.,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  his 
information. 

J..  GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance. 


February  23,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 

Two  strong  companies  infantry  and  a battery  will  be  sent  to-morrow 
to  operate  on  Cape  Fear  near  Elizabethtown.  General  Bragg  desires 
you  to  make  every  eftbrt  to  obstruct  the  river,  communicating  Avith  the 
detachment  from  here. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


Goldsborough,  February  23^  1865. 

General  Bragg, 

Burgaw : 

My  own  force,  operatives,  Ac.,  number  250;  100  or  200  others  may 
join ; 1,000  re-enforcements  might  make  a good  defense.  Advise  me  of 
movements  in  this  direction  on  east  or  Avest  bank.  Have  they  cavalry? 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel.,  Commanding. 
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Burgaw,  February  23^  1865. 

Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville : 

General  Bragg  directs  me  to  say,  impossible  for  us,  in  present  posi- 
tion, to  know  enemy^s  movements  on  Cape  Fear.  Enemy  have  little  or 
no  cavalry.  Small  mounted  force  jmsbed  to  front  will,  therefore,  keep 
you  informed.  Have  scouts  well  out,  and  obstruct  river  as  much  as 
possible.  Place  field  battery  in  position  to  prevent  passage  of 
transports. 

AECHEB  ANDERSO^f, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Chesterville,  S.  0.: 

Enemy’s  present  movement  will  seriously  endanger  militia  under 
General  Garlington.  Send  him  telegram  of  to-day  (after  reading  it) 
addressed  to  your  care. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Important  Appeal. 

Headquarters  Division  of  the  West, 

Charlotte j N.  (7.,  February  23,  1865. 

To  delay  the  advance  of  the  enemy  until  our  troops  can  be  massed  in 
strength  sufficient  to  crush  them,  I appeal  to  all  good  and  patriotic 
citizens  in  the  region  of  country  threatened  by  the  enemy  to  turn  out 
in  full  force  all  available  labor,  with  axes,  spades,  and  mattocks,  to 
destroy  and  obstruct  roads  leading  toward  Charlotte  from  the  south, 
commencing  first  along  the  roads  leading  to  Landsford,  and  other 
crossings  between  that  point  and  the  railroad  bridge,  obstructing  at 
the  same  time  all  roads  parallel  to  the  river  within  the  following  limits: 
The  Pleasant  Valley  road,  on  the  east,  to  a point  opposite  Landsford; 
thence  across  the  Catawba  to  Fishing  Creek;  thence  up  said  creek  to 
the  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Railroad.  Afterward  the  work 
should  be  continued  farther  uj)  the  river,  should  the  enemy  threaten 
an  advance  in  that  direction.  The  negroes  should  be  assembled  at  the 
following  points,  viz,  Charlotte,  Pleasant  Valley,  Belair,  Landsford, 
Fort  Mills,  and  Rock  Hill,  under  the  direction  of  their  owners,  each 
with  six  days’  provisions,  cooking  utensils,  and  blankets.  As  far  as 
possible  the  negroes  will  be  employed  at  points  not  distant  from  their 
homes.  They  will  be  protected  by  guards,  and  assisted  by  the  home 
guards  of  the  State.  An  engineer  officer  will  be  at  each  of  the  points 
of  rendezvous  to  give  proper  direction  to  the  labor  of  all  who  will  now 
join  us  in  the  struggle  to  stay  and  destroy  the  ruthless  invaders  of  our 
homes. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 

Charlotte,  February  23,  1865. 

I earnestly  appeal  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina  to  comply 
promptly  with  this  request,  1 am  satisfied  they  could  render  no  greater 
service  to  their  country. 

Z.  B.  VANCE, 
Governor  of  Forth  Carolina. 
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Goldsborough,  February  23,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard; 

Wilmington  Avas  evacuated  at  7 a.  m.  22d  iinstant.  I saw  General 
Bragg  at  bis  headquarters  ten  miles  this  side.  He  had  ad\ised  our 
friends  to  pass  to  Oheraw.  I return  by  hrst  train. 

I).  H.  HAMILT0^7. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  23,  1865 — 7 p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  C.  Garlington, 

On  Way  to  Camden,  S.  C. : 

(Care  of  General  Hampton.) 

Eneiny^s  movement  being  reported  eastAvard  toward  Catawba  Biver, 
it  is  advisable  you  should  rei)ort  forthwith  to  General  Hampton  at  or 
about  Chesterville  aa  ith  the  forces  under  your  command,  for  the  defense 
of  that  portion  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  now  threatened. 

G.  T.  BEAUBKGABH. 


Bichmond,  Va.,  February  24,  1865. 

General  B.  E.  Lee, 

Petersb  urg,  Va : 

General  Beauregard  telegraphs  from  ('harlotte,  the  2od  instant,  as 
folio  Avs : 

Enemy’s  luovoment  from  Winusborongh  toward  Catawl)a  River  seems  to  be  more 
j)ositive.  He  bas  withdrawn  from  vicinity  of  Chesterville,  which  will  enable 
Cheatham  and  Stewart  to  reach  here  via  Newberry  and  Unionville.  Enemy  may 
now  probably  move  on  (dieraw  and  Fayetteville.  1 have  given  orders  accordingly 
to  General  Hardee.  Could  not  all  our  forces  be  united  at  once  against  Grant? 

This  indicates  that  Sherman’s  main  column  is  directed  to  the  east. 
It  may  be  that  he  has  not  advanced  beyond  Columbia  and  Avill  move 
for  sui)plies  to  Wilmington. 

JEFF’X  DAVIS. 


Heaiu^uarters  Army  gf  Northern  Virginia, 

February  24,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Enemy  may  be  making  for  the  Pedee  Valley  in  search  of  subsistence. 
Hardee,  in  CheraAA , would  be  in  position  and  could  destroy  all  which 
cannot  be  removed.  Horses,  mules,  and  cattle  should  be  driven  out 
of  reach. 

B.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters, 
February  24,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Please  order  Colonel  Harvie,  Lieutenant-Colonel  IMason,  and  all 
officers  of  the  staff  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  to  report  AA  ithout  delay 
to  General  Johnston,  at  Charlotte.  I understand  those  named  are  in 
Bichmond,  and  there  maybe  others  as  Genei-al  Johnston  reports  that 
the  staff'  has  dispersed. 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  40.  ) Eiehmond,  Fehruary  24^  1865. 

***###* 

XIX.  The  followiiig-nained  assistant  adjntants-general  are  assigned 
to  duty  with  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding,  &c.,  and  will 
report  in  person  to  General  Johnston,  at  Charlotte,  X.  G. : Col.  E.  J. 
Harvie,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  Henry,  Maj.  William  Clare,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  P. 
Mason,  Majs.  P.  B.  Lee,  K.  Falconer. 

* * * # .*  * # 

XXV.  Maj.  John  B.  Hoge,  assistant  adjutant-general,  will  proceed 
without  delay  on  special  service  to  Raleigh,  X.  C.,  under  instructions 
from  honorable  Secretary  of  W ar. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
AHHistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Riehmond,  Va.: 

General  Taylor  reports,  under  date  of  the  I7th,  from  Meridian,  Miss., 
as  follows  : 

Thomas,  with  bulk  of  his  army,  has  lauded  at  Vicksburg,  and  moved  out  four  miles 
east  from  there  with  pontoon  train.  Enemy  concentrating  at  Pensacola.  Think  he 
will  probably  move  simultaneously  from  Vicksburg,  Pensacola,  and  Decatur. 

General  Johnston  temporarily  absent;  will  return  to-morrow. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Peter sbury,  Va.: 

Telegram  22d  instant  duly  received.  March  of  Hardee’s  troops  on 
this  place  from  Cheraw  was  changed  to  railroad,  via  Wilmington  and 
Raleigh,  on  assurance  of  Governor  Vance  and  General  Bragg  that  the 
troo])s  could  reach  here  much  sooner.  The  fall  of  Wilmington,  how- 
ever, caused  the  order  to  be  immediately  countermanded  by  General 
Bragg  and  myself. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  February  24,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Va. : 

General  Hampton  reports  from  Chesterville  yesterday  evening  no 
enemy  nearer  than  White  Oak.  He  is  reported  crossing  Peay’s  Ferry. 
A large  force  of  cavalry  moved  from  Hopewell  Church  toward  Rocky 
Mount  Ferry.  Butler  is  now  across  river.  Hampton  will  put  himself 
in  frontof  enemy,leavingonebrigade to  press  his  rear.  Ihave  ordered 
Hardee  to  hasten  his  march  from  Cheraw.  Mail  courier  reports  Cheat- 
ham at  Jones’  Ferry  on  Ennoree  morning  of  22d  instant.  I have 
ordered  him  and  Stewart  here  via  Unionville  and  Chesterville,  where  I 
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may  stop  them  temporarily.  Enemy’s  movement  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate Oheraw  and  Fayetteville  as  their  present  objective  point.  General 
Taylor  reports  from  Meridian,  Miss.,  on  the  15th,  twenty-five  trans- 
ports loaded  with  troops,  accompanied  by  General  Thomas,  reached 
Vicksburg  on  the  13th  instant. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

In  the  Field.,  Charlotte,  W.  C.,  Febrnary  24,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

General:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  order  the  head- 
quarters’ staff*  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  to  report  to  General  J.  E. 
Johnston,  at  or  near  this  place,  as  soon  as  possible.  The  officer  of  the 
adjutant- general’s  department  should  be  directed  to  bring  with  him 
such  records  as  will  be  indispensable  to  a reorganization.  He  further 
orders  that  the  troops  and  trains  of  that  army  (except  the  light  artil- 
lery) as  have  arrived  at  Augusta  (accompanied  by  Young’s  division  of 
cavalry,  if  not  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  Augusta)  to  move  to  this 
place  via  Kevffierry,  Unionville,  and  Yorkville,  or  Ghesterville;  should 
movements  of  enemy  permit  it,  latter  route.  The  light  batteries  of  the 
Army  of  Tennessee  now  at  Augusta  and  Macon  will  remain  at  those 
points  until  further  orders,  reporting  themselves  to  their  headquarters. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,mO.  M.  OTEY, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson, 

Salisbury,  N.  C. : 

N'o  orders  at  present  except  to  be  prepared  to  move  off  everything 
valuable  at  moment’s  notice. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton  : 

Chester,' S.  C.: 

Movement  of  enemy  across  Wateree  endangers  Hardee’s  march  on 
this  i)lace  via  Cheraw.  Send  him  courier  to  warn  him  of  his  danger, 
and  hurry  him  forward.  I have  done  same  from  here. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Chesterville,  S.  C. : 

Can  Stevenson’s  command  act  advantageously  without  embarrassing 
movements  of  your  cavalry,  by  operating  from  Chester  or  Wiiins- 
borough  against  enemy’s  rear  in  his  apparent  movement  eastward? 

G T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Chester,  February  24^  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

General  Beaureoard: 

He  (General  Stevenson)  can  do  notliing  now.  Will  let  yon  know  if 
he  can  strike.  Command  has  gone.  I am  just  moving. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Neu'herry^  S.  C.,  February  24^  1865. 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  A djutant- General : 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  1.30  p.  m.  yesterday  to  General  Cheatham, 
inclosing  telegram  from  General  Beauregard,  has  just  been  received 
here  by  me.  I reached  here  yesterday  morning.  Pound  General 
Cheatham  had  returned  to  this  place  the  day  before  and  was  moving 
liis  troops  by  rail  to  Pomaria,  preparatory  to  going  round  by  the  route 
indicated  in  General  Beauregard’s  instructions  of  the  19th  instant. 
Yesterday  evening  General  C.  went  to  Pomaria  himself,  where  all  the 
trooiis  he  had  with  him  are  encami:>ed.  There  will  be  more,  perliaps 
2,000  or  more,  from  Augusta  to-morrow.  I will  communicate  with 
General  C.  immediately,  and  then  decide  whether  to  move  as  indicated 
in  General  B.’s  dispatch  of  yesterday  or  by  the  one  indicated  in 
instructions  of  19th.  I suppose  General  B.’s  order  of  yesterday  was 
based  on  the  supposition  that  Cheatham  was  still  on  the  march  and 
had  not  returned  to  this  iilace.  My  own  opinion  is  we  can  still  move 
by  route  C.  started  on  with  better  hope  of  getting  up  in  time  than  by 
the  railroad.  I cannot  decide  until  I can  see  General  C.  again  or 
communicate  with  him.  I will  dispatch  you  again. 

Verv  respectfully, 

ALEX.  P.  STEWABT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  24,  1865 — 12.20  p.  m. 
General  Braxton  Brago, 

Fear  Wilminyton,  F.  C. : 

Enemy  has  moved  from  Wiiinsborough  to  Catawba  Eiver,  which  he 
has  crossed  at  several  iioiots.  This  may  indicate  a movement  on 
Cheraw,  Fayetteville,  and  Goldsborough,  or  Kaleigh.  Be  prepared 
accordingly.  Could  not  Cape  Fear  Eiver  be  thoroughly  obstructed  low 
down  to  prevent  him  from  getting  supplies  from  Wilmington? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  10.  ) In  the  Field,  February  24,  1865. 

The  following  officers  of  the  general  staff  are  announced  as  chiefs  of 
their  departments  at  these  headquarters:  Maj.  S.  V.  Eeid,  commissary 
of  subsistence;  Surg.  T.  G.  Eichardson,  acting  medical  director. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina,  • 
Register's  House,  near  Teaelmfs  Hepof,  Fehruary  24,  1865. 
General  IIoke: 

The  commanding:  g^eneral  desires  you  to  use  the  broken-down  cavalry, 
or  any  other  available  detachments  to  establish  guards  on  all  the  roads 
in  rear  of  Eockhsh  Creek,  and  prevent  stragglers  and  unauthorized 
persons  from  passing.  The  telegraph  office  for  your  headquarters  had 
better  be  where  the  Duplin  road  crosses  the  railway, 
llespectfullv,  &c., 

AllGHEE  ANDEliSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- (ienerai. 


(tOLDSROROUGH,  February  24,  1865. 

Colonel  Anderson,  Teachey^s: 

General  Baker  has  no  idace  to  vstore  my  supplies,  and  says  the  place 
is  not  safe.  The  supplies  can  be  brought  from  Baleigh  in  four  hours. 
Shall  I send  Major  Sloan  to  have  ready  supplies  in  Ealeigli!  General 
Baker  says  he  has  other  stores  to  occupy  his  houses. 

H.  OLADOWSKI. 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Armies, 

Fehruary  24,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  Forth  Carolina,  Raleigh  : 

Governor:  The  state  of  despondency  that  now  luevails  among  our 
people  is  producing  a bad  effect  upon  the  troops.  Desertions  are 
becoming  very  frequent  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  they 
are  occasioned  to  a considerable  extent  by  letters  written  to  the  sol- 
diers by  their  friends  at  home.  In  the  last  two  weeks  several  hundred 
have  deserted  from  Hill’s  corps,  and  as  the  divisions  from  which  the 
greatest  number  of  desertions  have  taken  xdace  are  composed  chielly  of 
troops  from  North  Carolina  they  furnish  a corresponding  proportion  of 
deserters.  I think  some  good  can  be  accomiilished  by  the  efforts  of  influ- 
ential citizens  to  change  public  sentiment  and  cheer  the  spirits  of  the 
people.  It  has  been  discovered  that  despondent  xiersons  represent  to 
their  friends  in  the  army  that  our  cause  is  hopeless,  and  that  they  had 
better  provide  for  themselves.  They  state  that  the  number  of  deserters 
is  so  large  in  the  several  counties  that  there  is  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  home  guards.  The  deserters  generally  take  their 
arms  with  them.  The  greater  number  are  from  regiments  from  the 
western  part  of  the  tState.  So  far  as  the  desi)ondency  of  the  people 
occasions  this  sad  condition  of  affairs,  1 know  of  no  other  means  of 
removing  it  than  by  the  counsel  and  exhortation  of  x)rominent  citizens. 
If  they  would  explain  to  the  ])eople  that  the  cause  is  not  hopeless; 
that  the  situation  of  affairs,  though  critical,  is  critical  to  the  enemy  as 
well  as  ourselves;  that  he  has  drawn  his  troops  from  every  other  quar- 
ter to  accomidish  his  designs  against  Eichmond,  and  that  his  defeat 
now  would  result  in  leaving  nearly  our  whole  territory  open  to  us; 
that  this  great  result  can  be  accomplished  if  all  will  work  diligently 
and  zealously;  and  that  his  successes  are  far  less  valuable  in  fact  than 
in  aiipearance,  I think  our  sorely  ti  ied  people  would  be  induced  to 
make  one  more  effort  to  bear  their  sufferings  a little  longer,  and  regain 
some  of  the  S])irit  that  marked  the  lirst  two  years  of  the  war.  If  they 
will,  I feel  contident  that,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  what  seems  to  be 
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our  greatest  danger  will  prove  tbe  means  of  deliverance  and  safety. 
Trusting  tliat  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  help  us  in  this  great 
emergency, 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Executive  Department, 

Macon,  Ga.,  February  24,  ISarj. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

The  great  neceSvSity  for  the  services  of  the  militia  of  this  State  for  a 
time  in  the  agricultural  held,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  State 
is,  for  the  first  time  in  some  ten  months,  free  from  threatened  advance 
of  the  enemy  u])on  the  interior,  and  the  further  fact  that  they  are  com- 
posed of  a class  of  men  not  subject  to  Confederate  service,  induce  me  to 
withdraw  them  for  a time  from  your  command,  that  they  may  have  a 
furlough  till  the  State  is  again  threatened  by  the  enemy.  W hen  needed 
for  the  defense  of  this  State,  I hope  to  have  them  ready  for  the  occa- 
sion, prepared  to  act  with  the  same  distinguished  gallantry  and  patriotic 
devotion  which  has  heretofore  characterized  their  conduct  upon  the 
battle-field. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  BEOWK' 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  February  25^  1865: 

General  E.  E.  Lee: 

General:  Your  order  to  me  to  concentrate  all  available  forces  and 
drive  back  Sherman  implies,  of  course,  that  you  regard  those  forces  as 
adequate  to  the  object  and  their  concentration  in  time  practicable.  In 
my  reply  by  telegraph  on  the  22d  the  opposite  opinion  is  ex])ressed. 
Fuller  information  obtained  since  confirms  me  in  that  opinion.  The 
Federal  army  is  within  the  triangle  formed  by  the  three  bodies  of  our 
infantry.  It  can,  therefore,  prevent  their  concentration  or  compel  them 
to  unite  in  its  rear  by  keeping  on  its  way  without  loss  of  time.  It  is 
estimated  at  40,000,  and  was  at  last  accounts  crossing  the  Wateree 
east  of  Winnsborongh,  as  if  moving  uiion  Fayetteville.  The  available 
forces  are  Hardee’s  troops  arriving  at  Cheraw  by  railroad  and  esti- 
mated by  General  Beauregard  at  12,000.  I believe  that  several  thou- 
sand are  South  Carolina  militia  and  reserves,  who  Avill  not  go  beyond 
Cheraw;  Lee’s  corps.  Army  of  Tennessee,  near  Charlotte,  3,500;  Stew- 
art’s cori)S,  Army  of  Tennessee,  1,200;  Cheatham’s  corps,  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, 1,000.  The  two  latter  when  last  heard  of  were  near  Newberry. 
These  troops,  except  Hardee’s,  have  only  the  means  of  transporting 
cooking  utensils,  and,  therefore,  cannot  operate  far  from  railroads.  The 
cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-General  Hampton,  amounts  to  about  0,000. 
In  my  opinion  these  troops  form  an  army  too  weak  to  co])e  Avith  Sher- 
man. Having  expressed  the  oinnion  that  your  order  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted with  the  means  at  my  disimsal,  I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give 
a fuller  statement  in  support  of  that  opinion  than  that  contained  in  a 
brief  telegram.  If  our  troops  and  those  of  General  Bragg  could  be 
united  in  time  the  progress  of  Sherman’s  army  might  be  stoi)ped,  other- 
wise it  may  unite  Avith  that  of  Schofield.  This  junctio!i  of  our  forces 
might  be  made  near  Fayetteville. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1865—4.30  a.  m. 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

General  Hardee  has  already  been  ordered  to  destroy  or  remove  all 
supplies.  Is  it  your  desire  he  should  remain  under  present  circum- 
stances in  valley  of  Pedee  to  operate  therein  ? He  might  be  cut  off, 
unless  he  retired  on  Fayetteville,  thence  on  Goldsborough  or  Ealeigh, 
which  may  be  the  intended  line  of  march  of  enemy. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters, 
February  25,  1865. 

General  Beauregard, 

Charlotte,  N.  C.  : 

Have  no  desire  to  retard  Hardee’s  movements;  give  orders  according 
to  your  judgment.  If  enemy  turns  toward  Pedee,  presume  your  move- 
ments will  correspond.  If  you  can  deprive  enemy  of  subsistence 
think  he  cannot  advance.  Should  he  advance  toward  Fayetteville 
you  might  unite  with  Bragg  and  defeat  him. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1865 — 7 jg.  m. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

; Petersburg,  Ya. : 

General  Hampton  reports  this  evening  from  Eock  Hill  Station  small 
force  of  enemy’s  cavalry  entered  Lancaster  and  retired  last  night. 
Infantry  crossed  at  Eocky  Mount  and  Peay’s  Ferry.  Eo  report  from 
General  Hardee. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augtista,  Ga.,  February  25,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : In  the  absence  of  any  intelligence  from  you  I have  been 
embarrassed  on  several  matters  of  importance.  Your  orders  of  the  18th 
[19th]  instant  to  Generals  Cheatham  and  Stewart  to  proceed  via  Colum- 
bia to  Statesburg  or  Manchester,  and  there  take  rail  to  Greensborough, 
was  not  received  here  until  the  23d  through  General  Cheatham,  who 
reported  he  would  move  that  morning  in  execution  of  the  orders.  Copies 
were  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Stewart  for  his  action  and  guid- 
ance. To  cover  this  movement  copies  were  also  furnished  Major-General 
Young,  with  instructions  after  covering  the  roads  with  sufficient  force 
to  Augusta  from  Columbia,  Charleston,  and  Savannah,  to  send  the  bal- 
ance of  his  command  to  open  up  communication  with  Stewart  and 
Cheatham  and  protect  their  line  of  march.  All  the  organized  commands 
having  passed  here  prior  to  any  notice  of  this  change  in  the  movement, 
General  Hill,  at  his  request  and  in  pursuance  of  what  I understood  to 
be  your  wishes,  was  relieved  and  ordered  to  report  to  you.  He  thought 
he  could  be  more  useful  to  you  in  the  field  than  here.  Concurring  in 
this  view,  and  for  the  reasons  stated,  I relieved  him.  Had  the  infor- 
mation been  known  to  me  of  the  new  change  of  movement  I should 
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have  retained  him.  Not  being  able  to  anticipate  what  new  combina- 
tions might  take  place,  and  in  view  of  the  change,  regarding  the  route 
via  Washington  and  Abbeville  as  not  practicable  at  present,  I directed 
all  our  wagons  to  move  in  this  direction,  so  that  they  might  be  at  hand 
for  future  orders. 

I forward  you  a copy  of  a letter  from  General  Taylor  in  relation  to 
the  wants  of  his  department.  The  means  to  supply  them  are  not  in 
our  power.  Dispatches  from  him  show  that  he  is  apprehensive  of 
being  overrun.  They  have  been  sent  to  you.  In  view  of  this  I have 
directed  all  the  surplus  commissary  stores  of  that  department  to  be 
collected  this  side  of  the  Chattahoochee  for  our  future  wants.  General 
Taylor  has  likewise  notified  General  Cobb  that  he  must  fortify  and 
defend  Columbus  and  West  Point,  and  in  consequence  of  this  Governor 
Brown  has  notified  General  Fry  this  morning  that  he  has  ordered  away 
all  the  militia  of  Georgia  from  this  place.  The  effect  of  this  movement 
will  uncover  this  place  and  expose  it  to  a raid  from  Charleston  and 
Savannah.  I have  so  telegraphed  Governor  Brown.  In  the  event  that 
he  has  this  order  executed  i shall  retain  here  the  troops  now  organized 
under  Generals  Featherston  and  Shelley,  to  maintain  the  lines  defend- 
ing this  place,  and  as  General  Yeung  is  the  ranking  officer,  will  assign 
him  to  command  all  the  forces  of  the  district.  This  is  necessary  as 
there  should  be  but  one  responsible  and  controlling  head.  I will  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  on  these  subjects  and  receive  your  instructions.  I 
would  have  followed  General  Hill,  but  the  new  change  in  events 
induced  me  to  remain.  I would  especially  be  glad  to  know  what  to  do 
with  the  furloughed  commands  as  they  arrive  and  are  organized. 

I am,  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  &c., 
Charlotte^  March  9,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  General  Johnston. 

Major-General  Young  has  been  ordered,  if  he  has  not  yet  covered 
the  Santee,  to  remain  in  vicinity  of  Augusta,  to  protect  that  place 
against  expeditions  sent  out  from  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  to 
destroy  the  railroad,  if  possible,  between  Branchville  and  Charles- 
ton, and  to  use  every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  running 
of  trains  to  Branchville,  S.  C.  All  the  wagons  of  the  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee have  been  ordered  to  this  point,  and  the  orders  were  vetoed  on 
the  7th  instant,  with  instructions  if  they  had  not  yet  started  from 
Augusta,  that  the  2,000,000  rounds  of  small  ammunition  referred  to  by 
Colonel  Kennard  in  his  dispatch  of  the  6th  be  brought  over  in  the 
advance  and  supply  trains  of  the  army.  Orders  have  also  been  given 
for  troops  arriving  in  Augusta  to  be  collected,  organized,  and  sent  for- 
ward under  proper  officers. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Macon,  Ga.,  February  J25,  1865. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Augusta^  Ga.: 

The  present  orders  are  that  the  army  trains  shall  be  used  to  carry 
Major  Molloy’s  stores  across  the  break.  Colonel  Kennard  orders 


1274  OPERATIONS  IN  N.-  0.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  (Chap.  LIN. 

Captain  Humphreys  to  ship  to  Oamak  all  his  ordnance  stores,  of  which 
he  has  700  wagon  loads  that  have  arrived  by  rail.  What  portion  of 
these  trains  shall  be  devoted  to  transport  ordnance  stores'?  I know 
not  which  are  the  most  immediately  needed. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 

A ssistant  A djtitmit-  General. 


ITnionville,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

General:  1 have  just  received  information  that  a raid  in  force 
under  the  direction  of  General  Stoneman  is  nowin  preparation,  having 
for  its  object  the  upper  districts  of  the  State.  Colonel  Palmer  is,  I 
uuderstaud,  at  Asheville  with  a small  force  said  to  be  badly  organized. 
If  the  State  militia  and  the  State  Cadets  are  with  yonr  forces  I will 
thank  yon  to  detach  them;  and  to  Colonel  Goodwyn,  who  commands 
these  troops,  I have  given  directions  where  to  march  them.  It  is  to 
this  force  that  the  security  of  the  State  can  only  be  intrusted;  there  is 
no  other  force  in  the  State.  General  Hardee  promised  me  that  as  soon 
as  he  could  spare  these  troops  from  the  lines  around  Charleston  he 
would  send  them  to  me.  They  had  been  spared  to  him  under  great  dis- 
advantages. Unless  I can  get  these  troops  here,  if  the  raid  of  General 
Stoneman  is  executed,  it  will  waste  the  whole  State.  If  these  troops 
are  not  with  yonr  army  you  may  be  able  to  direct  the  courier  where  he 
can  find  Colonel  Goodwyn,  who  is  in  command  of  the  brigade. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  MAGEATH. 

Tlie  raid  is  .said  to  be  organizing  in  Cocke  County,  Tenn. 


General  Orders,  \ Charlotte,  N.  C., 

No.  1.  j February  25,  1865. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  general-in-chief  the  undersigned 
assumes  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  and  all  troops  in  the 
Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.  He  takes  this 
jiosition  with  strong  hope,  because  he  will  have  in  council  and  in  the 
field  the  aid  of  the  high  talents  and  skill  of  the  distinguished  general 
whom  he  succeeds.  He  exhorts  all  absent  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
Tennessee  to  rejoin  their  regiments  and  again  confront  the  enemy  they 
so  often  encountered  in  Northern  Georgia,  and  always  with  honor.  He 
assures  his  comrades  of  that  army  who  are  still  with  their  colors  that 
the  confidence  in  their  discipline  and  valor  which  he  has  publicly 
expressed  is  undiminished. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Newberry,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

I arrived  here  day  before  yesterday.  Found  General  Cheatham  had 
returned  to  this  place  from  the  direction  of  Unionville  and  was  send- 
ing his  troops  to  Pomaria  preparatory  to  moving  by  route  indicated  in 
your  instructions  of  19th.  On  yesterday  your  telegram  of  23d  and 
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instructions  of  same  date  from  General  Hampton  to  General  Cheatham 
were  received.  I suppose  they  were  based  upon  the  supposition  that 
Cheatham  was  marching  on  and  had  not  returned  to  this  point.  How- 
ever, an  examination  of  the  rivers  proves  that  it  will  require  several 
days,  possibly  a week,  to  cross  the  Broad  and  Wateree  and  reach  Man- 
chester. I am  of  opinion,  in  Avhich  Cheatham  concurs,  that  we  cannot 
get  round  by  that  route  to  the  point  indicated  in  time.  I shall,  there- 
fore, march  to  Unionville  and  thence  direct  our  march  according  to 
information  we  may  receive  from  General  Hampton.  Cheatham  will 
move  from  Pomaria  in  the  morning.  Some  troops  under  Loring  and 
Lowry  are  expected  here  to-day.  If  they  arrive  1 will  start  from  here 
to-morrow,  and  will  press  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  seems 
unfortunate  that  General  Cheatham  did  not  continue  his  march, 
though  he  acted  under  the  impression  that  it  was  your  intention  from 
the  order  of  the  19th  that  he  should  return  and  take  the  other  route. 
Considerable  rains  have  made  the  roads  heavy  and  our  progress  will 
not  be  so  rapid  as  I could  desire. 

Very  respectfully,  cSic., 

A.  P.  STEWAKT, 
Lieutenant-  Gene  rat. 


4 

Special  Orders,  \ Head(2UArters, 

No.  — . ) ILewherry^  8.  (7.,  February  25^  1865. 

Capt.  B.  Kavanaugh,  commanding  detachment  First  Alabama  Cav- 
alry, will  take  charge  of  the  prisoners  at  this  point  (Captain  Brazier 
and  twenty-live  men)  and  move  to-morrow  morning  at  sunrise  with  three 
(lays’  cooked  rations,  taking  the  road  to  Jones’  Ferry  on  the  Ennoree,  and 
then  toward  Unionville.  He  will  also  take  with  him  the  horses  (thirty 
or  thirty-one)  which  were  brought  from  Laurensville  and  which  were 
taken  from  these  men.  He  will  get  from  Captain  Walker,  commanding 
post,  all  the  i)apers  relating  to  these  men,  and  horses  and  men  will  be 
turned  over  to  General  Hampton  at  the  proper  time.  Captain  Kav- 
anaugh will  march  a little  in  advance  of  the  infantry  column  and  camp 
each  night  near  by.  During  the  march  he  will  keep  his  men  well  closed 
up,  allowing  no  straggling  and  maintaining  order  day  and  night. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Stewart: 

W.  D.  GALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqlarters  Military  Division  of  the  AVest, 

Augusta.;  Ga.,  February  25,  1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Youno,  Commanding,  (&c. : 

General:  I inclose  you  copies  of  communications  from  General 
Beauregard  of  the  |19thJ  instant  to  Major-General  Cheatham  and  one 
from  General  Cheatham  to  General  Hill.  They  will  advise  you  fully 
of  the  change  of  movements.  Under  existing  circmmstances  you  had 
[better,]  whilst  covering  the  roads  to  Augusta  from  the  direction  of 
('olumbia  and  Charleston  and  the  crossings  of  the  Savannah  Biver, 
move  with  a part  of  your  command  to  open  up  communication  with 
General  Cheatham  in  the  neighborhood  of  Columbia,  Statesburg,  or 
Manchester.  The  movement  of  the  forces  by  that  route  should  be 
sufficiently  covered. 

A^ery  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant,  . 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Eave’s  Mill,  February  25,  1865 — 6,30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  having  been  told 
by  an  old  citizen  at  Chester  that  I could  probably  cross  both  prongs  of 
Fishing  Creek,  by  going  the  Charlotte  road,  without  swimming,  I took 
that  road,  and  had  to  swim  the  first  fork.  I was  then  informed  by  citi- 
zens that  the  crossing  over  the  next  prong  would  be  very  difficult,  and 
that  I had  better  cross  the  first  fork  again  at  another  ford  and  cross 
the  main  stream  at  Eave’s  Mill.  I got  one  brigade  over  the  second 
crossing  last  night,  and  propose  to  put  it  over  at  Eave’s  Mill  this  morn- 
ing; Colonel  Hagan  is  still  in  the  fork  of  the  creeks.  Will  remain  until 
I ascertain  definitely  whether  the  crossing  at  Eave’s  Mill  is  good  or 
not;  if  not  good  I’ll  send  him  to  cross  at  some  other  ford. 

V'ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Eave’s  Mill,  February  25,  1865-^10  a.  m. 

Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,Wheelerh  Cavalry  Corps: 

Lieutenant  : I have  the  honor  to  say  that  I informed  you  in  a pre- 
vious communication  that  I reached  this  vicinity  last  night  with  one 
brigade;  the  other  brigade  is  still  in  the  fork  between  the  two  prongs 
of  Fishing  Creek.  I find  the  creek  so  much  swollen  that  it  cannot  be 
crossed  at  any  point  in  this  vicinity  without  great  danger.  I shall, 
accordingly,  move  in  a northwesterly  direction,  so  as  to  head  these 
creeks.  I fear  that  the  Catawba  Kiver  will  be  so  much  swollen  by  the 
time  I reach  it  that  I shall  be  unable  to  cross  at  Landsford,  or  that  it 
may  be  desired  that  I should  not  do  so.  You  Avill  please,  therefore, 
send  any  instructions  you  may  have  for  me  to  Steele’s  house,  north  of 
Fishing  Creek,  on  the  Nation  Ford  road.  I will  send  a courier  to  that 
point  to  convey  the  dispatch  to  me. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  25,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  .Wheeler’s  Corps: 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  having  been 
wrongly  informed  by  citizens  yesterday,  I moved  up  the  Charlotte  road 
to  a point  beyond  Lewis’  Post-Office,  and  crossed  the  South  Fork  of 
Fishing  Creek  with  the  two  brigades,  and  afterward  crossed  the  same 
stream  with  Anderson’s  brigade,  expecting  to  cross  the  main  creek  at 
Eave’s  Mill;  Hagan’s  brigade  could  not  make  the  second  crossing 
before  night.  Finding  this  morning  that  the  creek  could  not  be  crossed 
at  Eave’s  Mill,  I have  turned  back  uji  the  South  Fork  and  will  reach 
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Brattonville  to-iiiglit.  Hagan  is  moving  up  the  main  Fishing  Greek 
and  will  cross  at  the  first  practicable  ford.  I tliink  I will  succeed  in 
crossing  at  Lowry’s  Ford  to-morrow;  I greatly  fear  that  before  I reach 
the  river  it  will  not  be  fordable  at  Landsford.  After  crossing  creek 
I shall  make  inquiries,  and  if  I learn  that  it  is  not  fordable  at  that 
point  I shall  move  directly  to  Thorn’s  and  Mason’s  Ferries  and  cross 
there.  I learn  there  are  no  flats  on  the  river  below  Thorn’s. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN^, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Humes’  Division, 

February  25,  1865. 


Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Aide-de  Gamp : 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  statement 
of  a scout:  Scout  went  into  Lancaster  about  12  ra.  yesterday  and  found 
there  a scout  of  the  enemy  about  forty  strong.  Captured  a mounted 
infantryman  (Federal),  who  stated  that  there  was  a division  of  cavalry 
(Federal)  a few  miles  from  Lancaster  on  the  Brown’s  Ferry  road. 
Prisoner  says  that  the  enemy’s  division  of  cavalry  would  encamp  where 
it  was  for  the  night  (last  night).  Another  scout  went  into  Lancaster 
late  in  the  evening  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  left.  The  prisoner 
captured  by  the  first  scout  was  recaptured  on  its  return. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Y.  G.  HUMES, 

Brigadier- General. 


Bock  Hill,  February  25,  1865. 

General  Beauregard  : 

Small  force  cavalry  entered  Lancaster  and  retired  last  night.  I^o 
movements  this  morning.  Infantry  crossed  at  Bocky  Mount  and 
Peay’s  Ferry. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Massey  House,  near  Cureton’s  Ferry, 

February  25,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

General  Beauregard  : 

General  : I sent  dispatches  to  you  yesterday  from  Fort  Mills,  giving 
you  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  He  crossed  at  Bocky 
Mount  and  Peay’s  Ferry,  and  a small  force  cavalry  came  to  Lancaster 
Court-House  yesterday.  Prisoners  say  that  they  are  going  to  Char 
lotte.  The  roads  are  so  bad  that  1 doubt  if  the  enemy  moves  to-day. 
I hope  to  get  some  artillery  soon  by  which  I can  check  his  advance.  If 
the  Blakely  guns  are  ready  and  have  ammunition  I should  like  to  have 
them  at  Fort  Mills.  Ammunition  can  be  sent  from  Bichmond,  if  none 
is  in  Charlotte.  I beg  that  you  will  order  all  cavalry  equipments  that 
can  be  had  collected  at  Charlotte.  1 have  directed  General  Wheeler 
to  locate  the  enemy  and  to  attack  if  possible.  1 shall  cover  the 
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approaches  to  the  railroad  as  long  as  possible.  One  brigade  was  left 
on  the  south  of  Chester  to  guard  that  place  and  to  communicate  with 
General  Cheatham.  Butler  is  on  the  east  of  the  enemy  and  I have 
told  him  to  communicate  with  General  Hardee. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1865—7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Rocli  Hill  /Station,  8. 

I have  ordered  a line  of  couriers  from  here  to  Cheraw  via  Monroe 
and  Wadesborough.  You  might  use  them  to  communicate  with  Gen- 
eral Hardee. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Newberry,  S.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Gommandiny  Cavalry: 

Sir  : I expect  to  move  to-morrow  with  troops  of  mine  and  Cheatham’s 
corps  for  Unionville,  thence  if  practicable  to  Chester  or  Yorkville  or 
Charlotte,  according  to  information  I may  receive  from  you  or  others. 
You  will  do  me  the  favor  to  forward  accompanying  letter  to  General 
Beauregard.* 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1865. 
General  Beauregard,  Charlotte: 

Please  advise  me  of  Sherman’s  movements.  If  he  comes  by  Char- 
lotte I wish  to  move  a large  lot  of  quartermaster’s  stores. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  25,  1865 — 1.15  p:  m. 
Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  JSf.  C.  : 

Will  keep  you  advised.  Nothing  important  since  you  left. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Rockfish  Creek,  February  25,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson  is  the  only  officer  of  the  department  on 
duty  with  me,  and  the  only  one  of  any  held  experience  now  available. 
When  his  place  can  be  siqqhied  I will  not  object  to  his  joining  General 
Johnston.  My  staff  is  very  dehcient,  my  aides-de-camp  having  been 
legislated  out  of  service. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


* tSee  !>.  1274. 
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Rockfish  Creek,  February  25^  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg : 

Sherman  is  reported  to  have  turned  east  at  Winnsborough,  and 
crossed  the  Wateree  River.  This  indicates  Fayetteville  and  Raleigh 
by  the  old  mail-stage  road,  and  through  a country  not  drained  of  sup- 
plies. Hardee  is  supposed  to  be  in  his  front  at  Oheraw.  By  a union 
of  my  forces  with  General  Beauregard  at  Fayetteville  we  might  strike 
him  before  he  forms  a junction  with  Schofield  or  gets  supplies  up  the 
Cape  Fear.  If  we  lose  this  opportunity  we  shall  be  again  divided. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Rockfish  Creek,  February  25.,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charlotte,  N.  C.  : 

If  Sherman  moves  as  you  suppose  we  should  all  concentrate  in  his 
front  at  Fayetteville.  Hardee  by  Cheraw,  retarding  his  advance 5 you 
by  way  of  Raleigh,  and  my  forces  from  here  and  Goldsborough.  Gen- 
eral Lee  might  aid  us,  and  a success  be  the  result.  Divided  we  can  do 
nothing.  A junction  with  Schofield,  who  has  20,000,  will  make  Sher- 
man very  strong,  but  embarrass  his  commissariat,  if  we  can  only  con- 
trol the  river. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Rockfish  Creek,  February  25,  1865, 

General  G.  T.  ‘ Beauregard, 

Charlotte,  A.  C. : 

A detachment  is  moving  to  the  Cape  Fear  to  obstruct  river  and 
retard  the  enemy.  His  force  is  too  large  for  me  to  meet  him  with  suc- 
cess. He  has  two  corps  under  Schofield.  We  have  but  a division. 
Please  keep  Lieutenant- Colonel  Childs  at  Fayetteville  advised  by  tele- 
graph of  Sherman^s  movements,  should  they  tend  that  way. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Rockfish  Creek,  February  25,  1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Raleigh : 

The  main  command  is  at  this  point;  the  cavalry  at  Northeast  River. 
The  Federal  commander  has  agreed  to  receive  the  prisoners  there.  See 
local  authorities  and  urge  their  rapid  transfer  to  that  point.  The  gov- 
ernor should  urge  forward  the  organization  of  his  State  forces. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Rockfish  Creek,  February  25,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Oladowski, 

Goldsborough : 

Establisli  depot  at  Raleigh,  and  keep  only  current  supi)lies  at 
Goldsborough. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Ealeigh,  February  25^  1865. 

General  Bragg: 

Please  inform  me  of  progress  of  enemy.  I desire  to  move  stores,  and 
am  waiting  for  information. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Eockfish  Creek,  February  25,  1865. 

Governor  Vance, 

Raleigh : 

The  enemy  has  not  advanced  in  this  direction  farther  than  N^orth- 
east  Eiver,  where  we  are  to  deliver  the  prisoners.  Onr  scouts  have  not 
yet  reported  any  movement  toward  Fayetteville.  Sherman  is  reported 
as  having  turned  in  that  direction. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Eockfish  Creek,  February  25.,  1865. 

Governor  VanC*E, 

Raleigh : 

I desire  to  assign  General  Leventhorpe  to  command  at  Ealeigh.  If 
you  consent,  let  me  know  of  his  arrival  at  Ealeigh. 

BEAXTOX  BEAGG. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  February  27  \26ihf  \ 1865 — 8 a.  m. 
General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Va. : 

General  Johnston  assumed  command  yesterday.  Enemy’s  position 
is  still  about  same  on  Lancaster  and  Camden  road,  made  almost 
impassable  by  heavy  rains. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 

Hon.  G.  A.  Trenholm, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

Eoute  indicated  perfectly  safe  at  present,  only  difficulty  being  in 
mode  of  conveyance. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta,  Ga.,  February  26,  1865. 

Maj.  X.  O.  Tilton, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

Major:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  relative  to 
wagon  train  between  this  point  and  Columbia,  I have  the  honor  to  state 
that  it  is  at  present  inexpedient  to  start  it.  As  soon  as  I can  obtain 
information  showing  that  it  can  be  established  I will  advise  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GhOEGE  WM.  BEEXT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  Ga.,  February  26^  1865. 

Maj.  Kinloch  Falconer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta : 

MA.JOR:  You  will  report  to  Major-General  Young,  Augusta,  for 
instructions  temporarily. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  26,  1865. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Cherau\  S.  C.: 

General  : The  enemy  at  last  accounts  having  been  at  Rocky  Mount 
and  Peay’s  Ferry,  on  the  Catawba  River,  and  it  being  still  undetermined 
whether  he  will  move  thence  upon  this  place  or  upon  Fayetteville,  N. 
C.,  via  Cheraw,  you  aviII  please  concentrate  your  forces  as  rapidly  as 
possible  at  the  latter  jilace  and  there  hold  them  in  readiness  to  move  at 
a inomenPs  notice,  either  on  this  point,  as  already  instructed,  or  to 
oppose  his  advance  as  long  as  possible  should  he  march  by  the  way  of 
Cheraw,  in  which  event  Hampton’s  cavalry  will  co-operate  with  you. 
Should  any  movement  of  Schofield  from  Wilmington  threaten  to  inter- 
cept your  march  upon  Fayetteville  and  you  are  not  strong  enough  to 
give  him  battle  you  will  then  retire  slowly  in  the  direction  of  Raleigh, 
doing  all  in  your  power  to  check  your  adversary’s  advance  at  all  favor- 
able positions.  A line  of  couriers  has  been  established  hence  to  Fay- 
etteville,* via  Cheraw  or  Rockingham,  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
shall  make  necessary.  Please  keep  General  Bragg  (who  is  still  near 
Wilmington)  and  myself  advised  of  yonr  movements  and  of  those  of 
the  enemy  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge.  There  is  telegraphic 
communication  from  Fayetteville  with  these  headquarters.  Your  engi- 
neers should  repair  forthwith  the  roads  and  bridges  on  the  route  to 
Fayetteville  and  Salisbury,  including,  especially,  a new  bridge  across 
Rocky  River.  In  conclusion,  I will  again  call  your  attention  to  the 
importance  of  saving  surplus  stores  and  supplies  of  all  description  at 
Cheraw.  To  that  end  they  should  be  held  stored  in  trains,  ready  at 
the  proper  moment  to  be  sent  by  rail  either  in  the  direction  of  the 
Santee  River  or  toward  Manchester,  or  even  to  Camden,  as  may  become 
most  judicious  in  view  of  known  movements  of  the  enemy.  In  case  of  a 
retrograde  movement  before  the  enemy  you  will  please  remove  or  destroy 
all  supplies  of  every  kind  liable  to  fall  into  his  hands,  in  which  connec- 
tion I inclose  General  Orders,  No.  4,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s 
Office. 

Respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Cheraw,  8.  C.,  February  26,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  West: 

General:  Your  dispatches  have  been  received  and  your  instruc- 
tions will  be  carried  out  as  hir  as  practicable.  The  movements  of  the 
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enemy  indicate  an  intention  of  going*  either  to  Darlington,  Florence,  or 
this  place.  I think  it  probable  he  is  making  for  Florence  or  Darlington. 
I regret  to  inform  yon  that  I met  with  great  difficulty  and  delay  in 
crossing  the*  wagons,  artillery,  and  troops  across  the  Santee.  McLaws’ 
division  is  all  here  except  a brigade  which  was  left  at  Florence,  under 
Colonel  Hardy,  to  protect  that  place  until  the  troops,  wagons,  and  artil- 
lery have  passed.  I sent  instructions  yesterday  to  General  Taliaferro 
urgently  directing  him  to  press  forward  to  this  place  with  the  utmost 
exi^edition.  I expect  a portion  of  his  command  to  night,  and  most, 
perhaps  all  of  it,  may  be  here  before  the  enemy  shall  cut  the  road. 
Much  of  our  artillery  and  most  of  the  wagons  are  still  in  rear.  I have 
directed  all  those  which  may  arrive  at  Florence  to-day  and  after  to 
remain  at  that  place  until  the  movements  of  the  enemy  are  developed, 
and  if  the  command  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back,  to  move  with  it. 
Instructions  have  been  sent  to  Col.  W.  AT.  Hardy,  also  to  General 
Taliaferro,  if  unable  by  movements  of  the  enemy  to  join  me  here,  to  fall 
back  toward  the  Santee,  and  to  rejoin  me  by  Sumterville  and  Camden, 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


P.  S. — It  is  proper  I should  add  that  more  of  my  cavalry  has  come 
up.  It  was  the  last  to  cross,  being  kept  in  rear  to  guard  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Santee.  Another  cause  of  delay  and  embarrassment  arises 
from  a heavy  rise  in  the  Great  Pedee  and  its  tributaries,  which  has 
carried  away  some  important  bridges  on  the  route,  thus  causing  the 
wagons  and  artillery  to  go  much  out  of  the  way  to  reach  this  place. 
The  lack  of  cavalry  is  much  felt,  as  I am  unable  to  learn  the  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 


[Indorsement.] 


February  27, 1865. 

Respectfully  furnished  Lieutenant-General  Hampton. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  received  from  General  Cheatham  since  he  was 
heard  of  between  Newberry  and  Gnionville. 

Respectfully, 


JNO.  AI.  OTEY, 

A ssista n t A djutant- Genera  1. 


Return  exhibiting  effective  total,  total  present,  and  aggregate  present. 


Command. 

1 

Effective 

1 total. 

Total 

present. 

Aggregate 

present. 

Fiser’s  brigade 

841 

897 

1,433 

877 

972 

1,486 

951 

1,045 

1,594 

Harrison’s  brigade  a. 

Conner’s  brigade 

Hardy’s  brigade  h 

Total 1 

i 3, 171 

3,  335 

3,  590 

a The  Second,  Fifteenth,  and  part  of  the  Twentieth  Ilegiments,  Soutli  Carolina  Volunteers,  are 
behind  at  Florence. 

b Effective  total  as  shown  by  last  report,  750. 


Headquarters  AIcLaavs’  Division, 

CheraWy  February  26,  1865. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

On  Road  from  White  Oalc  to  Rocky  Mounts 

February  26^  1865 — 6 a,  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

We  wrote  you  yesterday  by  a scouting  party  from  the  Eighth  Con- 
federate that  the  enemy  had  all  crossed  the  river  and  that  we  would 
move  down  toward  Peay’s  Ferry  and  Camden  and  try  to  cross,  and 
sent  out  scouts  night  before  last  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  things, 
when  they  found  every  boat  destroyed  and  no  means  of  crossing  the 
river.  Wateree  Creek  was  past  fording,  and  we  moved  up  it  and  got 
upon  this  road  and  are  moving  this  morning  to  Landsford  and  will 
cross  the  Catawba  first  chance.  Our  men  ran  out  of  rations  yester- 
day and  every  mill  on  this  side  has  been  burned  by  the  enemy,  conse- 
quently we  will  move  as  rapidly  as  i)ossible  until  we  can  get  out  of 
this  section  and  to  where  we  can  get  rations,  and  will  overtake  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  If  we  had  been  one  day  sooner  could  have  got  100 
stragglers.  It  would  be  of  great  service  to  people  to  have  a force  in 
the  rear  all  the  while  to  prevent  these  stragglers  committing  so  many 
depredations.  If  we  can  cross  at  Landsford  will  do  so;  aim  to  reach 
that  vicinity  to-night,  and  would  be  glad  to  receive  orders  as  to  what  to 
do  there.  Uidess  otherwise  ordered  shall  move  up  to  the  command, 
unless  I can  see  an  opportunity  of  accomplishing  something  in  the  rear. 

The  enemy  have  large  droves  of  cattle  and  very  large  wagon  trains, 
all  guarded  by  infantry.  Sometimes  large  guards  and  at  others  small. 
Fegroes  report  they  hung  eighteen  Confederate  soldiers  in  retaliation 
for  killing  theirs,  but  I can’t  find  out  certainly.  They  say  it  was  done 
between  Wateree  Meeting-House  and  Eocky  Mount.  I have  sent  a 
scout  down  this  side  the  creek  to  learn  certaiidy.  They  burned  a 
great  many  houses  through  the  country,  robbed  every  one,  have  caused 
negroes  to  take  everything  they  wanted  out  of  houses,  and  defied  the 
owners  to  molest  them.  We  yesterday  saw  a Mrs.  Mobly  (whose  hus- 
band is  in  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry),  an  intelligent  lady,  living 
in  a negro  cabin,  and  her  negroes  in  possession  of  her  clothing,  bed- 
ding, bacon,  &c.  I sent  a detail  and  had  it  all  gathered  up  and 
returned  and  her  moved  to  another  house.  Such  is  the  case  wherever 
they  go.  A small  party  could  accomplish  much  for  citizens  in  regulat- 
ing negroes.  I am  more  than  willing  to  bring  iqi  the  rear  if  I can  so 
arrange  it  as  to  feed  the  men,  and  hope  not  to  be  bothered  by  high 
waters  again.  It  has  rained  incessantly  and  every  creek  is  overflown. 
The  Yankees  cleaned  out  every  horse,  mule,  and  cow  in  their  line. 
Their  infantry  treat  citizens  much  worse  than  cavalry.  All  express 
the  greatest  horror  at  the  idea  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  Wheeler’s 
cavalry. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBKELL, 

Colonel^  &c. 


Charlotte,  February  26,  1865 — 7,30  a,  m. 
General  Braxton  Brago, 

Rockfish  Creek,  near  Wilmington,  A.  C. : 

Should  enemy  move  as  supposed  the  plan  proposed  is  the  best,  if 
concentration  can  be  made  in  time,  especially  before  Sherman  and 
Schofield  could  unite.  Johnston  now  commands  here. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


1284  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

Charlotte,  February  27^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

(Via  Eiclimond.) 

I Lave  seen  Lee’s  corps,  Army  of  Tennessee,  to-day.  Effective  total, 
2,100.  Lieutenant-General  Hampton  reports  that  Federal  prisoners  say 
their  army  is  moving  to  this  point.  It  is  near  Lancaster,  delayed  by 
bad  roads. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  48.  ) Richmojidj  February  27 j 1865. 

# * * # # * * 

XL.  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  6,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office,  February  14,  1865,  is  hereby  revoked  and  Brig.  Gen. 
Gideon  J.  Pillow,  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.,  Avill  report  to  General  J.  E. 
Johnston,  commanding,  &c.,  for  assignment  to  the  duty  of  collecting 
and  forwarding  to  proper  commands  all  absentees  from  the  armies  of 
the  Confederate  States  who  may  be  found  without  the  limits  of  General 
Johnston’s  command. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  — . ) Gheraic,  S.  (7.,  February  27,  1865. 

Fiser’s  brigade,  of  McLaws’  division,  will  move  with  a battery  of 
light  artillery  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  and  take  position  at 
Chesterfield.  Colonel  Fiser  will  endeavor  to  get  information  of  the 
enemy’s  whereabouts  and  movements  and  communicate  the  same 
promptly  to  these  headquarters.  As  there  will  be  no  ca  valry  in  his  front, 
he  will  take  every  iirecaution  against  surprise.  Lieutenant  Memmin- 
ger  will  report  with  as  many  mounted  men  of  the  signal  corps  as  he 
can  assemble  to  Colonel  Fiser  for  temporary  duty. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee : 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  C.,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  — . ) Cher  are,  S.  (7.,  February  27,  1865. 

Harrison’s  brigade,  of  McLaws’ division,  will  proceed  to-morrow  morn- 
ing on  the  Cheraw  and  Camden  road  and  take  position  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  Cheraw.  Colonel  Harrison  will  report  military  information 
direct  to  these  headquarters.  There  is  no  cavalry  on  that  front. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Abstract  from  field  return  of  McLaws^  division  for  February  27,  1865. 


v^ommand. 

Present  for 
dnty 

equipped. 

Effective  total  pres- 

i ent. 

Total  present. 

i 

j Aggregate  present. 

1 Officers. 

1 

; Men. 

'F’lsp.r’n  lirigfldpi  

847 

897 

1,433 

750 

411 

296 

875 

972 

1,486 

860 

448 

320 

932 
1,  045 
1,  594 
913 
503 
332 

Harrison’s  brigade 

Conner’s  brigade  --  

Hardv’s  brigade * 

Blanchard’s  origade  

Jones’  battalion  artillery 

Grand  total 

4,634 

4,  961 

5,319 

Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

In  the  Fieldj  February  27^  1865. 
Col.  J.  M.  Otey,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Charlotte.,  N.  C. : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  make,  for  the  information  of  General 
Johnston,  the  following  statement,  Avith  reference  to  the  organization, 
&c.,  of  Lee’s  corjAs:  When  moving  from  Tupelo,  Miss.,  to  Augusta, 
Ga.,  Lee’s  corps,  then  in  hand  and  in  good  condition,  with  about 
5,500  muskets,  received  orders  for  and  made  the  following  changes  in 
its  organization,  viz:  Sharp’s  and  Brantly’s  brigades,  of  Johnson’s 
division,  were  furloughed  by  organizations  and  left  in  that  department; 
nothing  heard  from  them  at  these  headquarters  since.  Gibson’s  and 
Holtzclaw’s  brigades,  of  Clayton’s  division,  were  transferred  with  Jack- 
son’s and  Baker’s  brigades,  the  former  present  with  less  than  100 
muskets;  the  latter  not  joined,  supposed  to  be  with  General  Cheat- 
ham’s column.  Cummin g’s  brigade,  Stevenson’s  division,  detached  at 
Orangeburg,  S.  C.,  to  re-enforce  General  McLaAvs,  under  jiromise  from 
General  Hardee  that  it  should  be  sent  by  rail  to  Columbia,  is  now  with 
General  Hardee.  Fifty  fourth  Virginia,  Palmer’s  brigade,  Stevenson’s 
division.  Forty-second  Georgia,  Sto\mll’s  brigade,  Clayton’s  division, 
were  detached  at  Rienzi,  Miss.,  as  a guard  to  Avagon  train  to  Columbus, 
Miss. ; was  ordered  thence  by  v/ater  and  rail  to  Augusta;  is  believed  to 
be  Avith  General  Cheatham.  The  artillery  of  the  corps  was  concen- 
trated at  Columbus,  Miss.,  and  ordered  to  move  the  Avheels  by  water  and 
rail  to  Augusta,  the  horses  overland.  Johnston’s  battalion,  Stevenson’s 
division,  were  at  Macon,  Ga.,  on  the  5th  instant.  The  wagon  train  of 
the  corps  and  horses  of  the  field  officers  were  ordered  from  Tupelo,  via 
West  Point  and  Macon,  to  Augusta,  Ga.;  were  forty  miles  north  of 
Selma  when  last  heard  from. 


Strength  present. 


Effective. 

Total. 

Aggre- 

gate. 

Stevenson’s  division : 

Pettus’  brigade 

430 

485 

602 

Palmer’s  brigade 

578 

735 

855 

Johnson’s  division: 

Deas’  brigade 

317 

318 

443 

Manigault’s  brigade 

290 

309 

422 

Clayton’s  division : 

Stovall’s  brigade 

378 

412 

492 

Jackson’s  brigade 

101 

122 

155 

Temporarily  attached:  Kanapaux’s  battery 

81 

84 

88 

Section  Maxwell’s  liattery 

32 

37 

38 

Total 

2,  207 

2,  502 

3,  095 
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The  failure  to  extend  to  the  troops  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  South 
Carolina,  when  passing  their  homes,  the  same  indulgences  as  had  been 
granted  to  those  of  Mississippi,  gave  much  dissatisfaction  and  caused 
large  numbers  to  leave  the  rants  en  route.  I believe  they  intended  to 
remain  home  but  a short  time  and  return,  but  the  recent  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  will  i)revent  them  from  doing  so.  A detail  of 
efficient  and  reliable  officers  under  the  charge  of  an  experienced  gen- 
eral officer  would,  I think,  collect  most  of  the  absentees  in  a short  time. 
At  Tupelo  a system  of  furloughs  (one  to  hfteen)  similar  to  that  ordered 
by  General  Johnston,  at  Dalton,  was  adopted  and  is  now  in  operation. 
I respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  continued  until  all  entitled  thereto 
receive  its  benefit. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters,  &c., 
Charlotte,  March  5,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  General  Johnston  for  his  information. 

Sharp’s  (Mississippi)  brigade  (211)  effectives)  and  Brantly’s  (195 
effectives)  were  furloughed  about  the  17th  of  January,  to  rendezvous 
at  Meridian  on  the  1st  of  February,  thence  to  rejoin  the  corps  on  the 
way  to  Augusta.  Baker’s  (Alabama)  brigade  (about  600  effectives), 
long  stationed  at  Mobile,  was  temporarily  transferred  with  Holtzclaw’s 
(Alabama)  brigade  (about  500  effectives)  to  enable  the  latter  to  refit  and 
recruit.  Jackson’s  (Georgia)  brigade  (101  effectives)  was  temporarily 
transferred  with  Gibson’s  (Louisiana)  brigade  (262  effectives)  to  enable 
them  to  recruit  in  their  respective  States.  At  the  time  these  trans- 
fers were  made  Lee’s  corps  only  was  expected  to  have  been  sent  east. 
Now  that  Cheatham’s  corjis  has  been  ordei’ed  in  the  same  direction, 
Jackson’s  brigade  will  necessarily  have  to  return  to  its  proper  command, 
while  Gibson’s  brigade  Avill  remain  detached  until  it  can  be  returned  by 
Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  who  was  authorized  to  keep  it  (as  well  as 
Sharp’s  and  Brantly’s  brigades,  should  he  require  them),  on  allowing 
Stewart’s  corps,  except  French’s  division,  to  come  east,  for  he  had  been 
authorized  by  the  President  to  retain,  if  necessaiy,  this  corjis,  i.  e.,  the 
old  Mississippi  army,  which  General  Taylor  allowed  to  deiiart  iirovided 
he  could  retain  the  brigades  already  named,  i.  e.,  Gibson’s,  Sharp’s, 
and  Brantly’s.  A ten  days’  furlough  was  granted  at  Tupelo,  by  Gen- 
eral Hood  (with  my  apinoval),  to  those  Mississippi  troops,  because  they 
would  have  had  to  wait  several  days  for  railroad  transportation  to  Mont- 
gomery, whilst  by  allowing  them  to  rendezvous  at  Meridian,  on  the  1st 
February,  they  could  visit  their  homes  to  refit  themselves  and  be  at 
Augusta  nearly  as  soon  as  the  rest  of  the  command,  which  would  have 
been  the  case,  jirobably,  had  not  General  Taylor  found  it  necessary  to 
retain  them  as  already  stated  in  the  place  of  General  Stewart’s  corps, 
less  French’s  division.  The  recommendation  that  a detail  of  efficient 
and  reliable  officers  be  sent  to  collect  absentees  is  approved  and  has 
been  ordered.  The  system  of  furloughs  adopted  or  ordered  at  Tupelo  is 
also  approved  and  should  be  carried  out. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAKD, 

General. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Charlotte^  February  27^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday  General  Beauregard 
directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  ordered  General  Stevenson  to  send  you  a 
section  of  12-pounder  howitzers,  if  possible;  and,  if  not,  a section  of 
Napoleons,  since  the  Blakely  guns  have  no  equipment  or  ammunition, 
and,  furthermore,  since  the  ammunition  cannot  be  obtained  this  side  of 
Bichmond.  The  railroad  bridge  will  admit  of  dismounted  cavalry  cross- 
ing in  single  rank,  but,  owing  to  its  construction,  it  will  not  admit  of 
being  floored.  Young’s  cavalry  has  been  ordered,  as  General  Beaure- 
gard is  informed,  to  operate  from  Augusta  in  the  direction  of  Columbia. 
However,  if  it  can  cross  the  Santee  you  are  authorized  to  order  it  to 
report  to  you.  I inclose  you  a copy  of  the  last  letter  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee  for  your  information. 

Eespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  27, 1865 — 7 a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

' Fort  Mills,  8.  C.: 

Those  two  pieces  are  without  artillerists  and  horses.  Shall  I send 
them  as  they  are?  Answer. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

I7ear  Nation  Ford,  8.  C.,  February  27,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 
Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I am  crossing  my 
command  over  the  railroad  bridge  at  this  point  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
I learn  that  I shall  have  to  go  up  to  Morrow’s  Station  in  order  to  get 
over  the  streams  between  this  and  Lancaster,  as  the  creeks  are  swollen 
and  deep.  I have  already  lost  much  ammunition  by  swdmming  creeks. 
I think  it  best  not  to  undertake  to  swim  those  between  this  point  and 
Lancaster.  After  crossing  Sugar  Creek  I shall  move  toward  Lan- 
caster, or  so  as  to  join  you.  Please  send  a courier  to  meet  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Morrow’s  8tatio)t,  N.  C.,  February  27,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 
Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Wheeler’’ s Corps: 
Lieutenant:  T have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  com- 
pelled to  pass  through  Morrow’s  Station  in  order  to  cross  Sugar  Creek. 
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I shall  move  down  the  Lancaster  road  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow 
morning  for  the  purpose  of  rejoining  the  corps.  I shall  send  out 
scouts  to-night  to  learn  where  the  enemy  is,  and  also  where  corps  head- 
quarters are. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Butler’s  Cavalry  Division, 

February  27^  1865 — 12.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Troops  Fear  Society  Hill  and  Clieraw : 

General:  I encountered  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  General  Logan 
commanding,  at  Tiller’s  Bridge  this  morning,  engaged  them,  and  cap- 
tured some  prisoners.  Their  foragers  have  extended  from  the  river  as 
far  as  Kelly  town,  where  I am  now  encamped.  On  the  24th  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  leading  the  enemy’s  advance,  moved  from  Flat  Bock,  in  Kershaw 
District,  and  encamped  near  Porter’s  Bridge,  on  Little  Lynch’s  Creek. 
The  Seventeenth  Corps  was  then  moving  from  the  Catawba  Kiver  above 
Liberty  Hill  toward  Flat  Bock.  The  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps 
at  that  date  were  in  rear  of  the  other  two  corps.  The  general  movement 
of  Sherman’s  forces  at  that  time  was  understood  to  be  upon  Camden, 
which,  I presume,  was  occupied  on  the  23d  and  24th.  The  Fifteenth 
Corps,  which  has  been  encamped  on  the  south  side  of  Lynch’s  Creek 
for  two  days,  seems  to  have  halted  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  other 
three  corps.  Their  next  movement  will  probably  be  developed  to- 
morrow, whether  on  Cheraw  or  toward  Florence  1 have  not  been  able 
to  form  any  definite  conclusion.  I think  that  if  our  troo])S  were  con- 
centrated now  and  thrown  rapidly  upon  the  Fifteenth  Coit)S  \erj  seri- 
ous damage  may  be  inflicted.  If  the  enemy  turn  down  Lynch’s  Creek 
I will  endeavor  to  cross  over  into  Sumter  District  and  get  in  front  of 
them.  I should  be  glad  to  have  all  the  available  mounted  men  sent 
to  me  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  very  desirable  that  some  force  be  sent 
to  hold  the  bridges  on  Lynch’s  Creek  and  the  country  between  that 
stream  and  the  Pedee  Biver,  so  that  I may  be  able  to  effect  the  with- 
drawal of  my  command  from  Sumter  or  Williamsburg  District.  I have 
not  been  in  communication  with  General  Hampton  or  General  Beaure- 
gard since  the  21st  instant.  Alter  leaving  Wiimsborough  I was  ordered 
to  attempt  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  who  w^as  then  moving  on 
Chester,  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  on  the  east  side  of  the 
railroad  constituting  his  Bight  Wing,  and  the  Fourteenth  and  Twen- 
tieth, his  Left  Wing,  on  the  west  vside.  The  enemy  changed  direction 
on  the  21st  toward  the  Catawba  Biver  and  Camden.  I have  been  on 
his  left  flank  ever  since.  Prisoners  taken  on  the  23d  report  Sherman’s 
army  to  have  only  five  days’  rations,  and  were  moving  toward  Wil- 
mington or  Georgetown.  He  has  been  foraging  very  extensively  along 
his  line  of  march,  no  house  within  reach  of  his  main  column  has  been 
passed  by,  and  all  supplies  have  been  taken  from  the  inhabitants  by 
foraging  parties  of  infantry  mounted  on  captured  horses. 

Bespectfully, 

M.  C.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 
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Fayetteville,  February  27 ^ 1865. 

General  Bragg,  or 
General  Hoke, 

Goldsborough: 

I have  received  orders  to  report  at  Eichmond  with  my  entire  com- 
mand. I shall  leave  at  once  with  those  here.  Will  you  order  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Evans,  with  his  detachment,  to  report  at  Eichmond  also  ? 

J.  E.  TUOKEE, 

Flag  Officer^  C.  8.  Favy. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

February  27^  1865. 

General  Hoke, 

Commumding  Third  Fistrict: 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  all  men  belonging 
to  Lieutenant  Bain’s  signal  corps,  not  detailed  by  authority  superior 
to  that  of  the  commander  of  this  department,  be  immediately  returned 
to  their  companies,  if  these  are  in  your  district.  Their  horses,  if  public 
property,  will  be  turned  over  to  your  chief  quartermaster.  The 
remainder  of  the  signal  corps  you  can  employ  to  the  best  advantage. 

1 am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Bragg: 


Fayetteville,  February  27,  1865. 


Should  cotton  and  naval  stores  be  destroyed  in  front  of  a raiding 
party  near  the  river?  Should  they  be  destroyed  at  Fayetteville  facto- 
ries before  any  force  of  the  enemy  too  large  to  be  successfully  resisted? 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


February  27,  1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 

What  rolling-stock  is  there  on  railroad  from  Fayetteville  to  Coal 
Fields?  Impress  negroes  sufficient  to  conduct  work  of  obstructing 
river,  which  should  be  jmshed  vigorously.  Captain  Winder  will  be 
sent  to  you.  Strange’s  comx)any  cannot  be  spared. 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Fayetteville,  February  27,  1865. 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Goldsborough : 

Eolling-stock  on  Western  Eailroad — 2 locomotives,  2 coaches,  3 box- 
cars, 13  hat,  and  12  dirt  cars.  Lieutenant  Ashe,  at  Elizabeth,  attend- 
ing to  obstructions. 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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EaleKtH,  February  27^  1865. 

Geueral  5.  E.  Johnston: 

I have  two  regiments  of  detailed  men  that  I can  call  into  service  if 
you  desire.  Please  inform  me  of  your  wishes. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Concord,  February  27,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Bad  management  of  railroad.  Thirty-eight  hours  to  this  place  and 
no  prospect  of  getting  on;  two  trains  at  this  place  waiting  orders  to 
move. 

W.  E.  AVEKT, 

Major,  &c. 


Charlotte,  February  28,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

I respectfully  urge  that  four  months’  pay  be  immediately  given  to 
the  troops  of  this  department,  and  a small  part  in  specie  to  each  private, 
and  that  the  money  be  sent  to  Major  Deslonde — four  months  for  20,000 
men. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Charlotte,  February  28,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

The  Navy  Department  has  a quantity  of  coffee  here.  It  would  be 
very  valuable  to  our  troops.  I suggest  its  transfer. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Cher  AW,  February  28,  1865—12  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

General  : Since  my  dispatch  to  you  yesterday  I learn  from  Major 
General  Butler  that  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  crossed  yesterday  at 
Young’s  Bridge,  on  Lynch’s  Creek,  and  that  the  Fifteenth  and  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps  are  marching  on  this  place.  His  dispatch  was  dated 
at  0 p.  m.  yesterday  at  Kellytown.  General  Butler  stated  his  inten- 
tion of  moving  last  night,  so  as  to  get  between  Cheraw  and  the  enemy. 
I regret  to  state  that  the  troops  I mentioned  as  being  in  rear,  and  which 
I expected  here  last  night  with  the  artillery,  have  not  arrived.  There 
has  been  no  arrival  of  trains  since  yesterday  afternoon.  I have  sent 
down  an  engiite  to  learn  the  cause.  I do  not  apprehend  that  the  road 
is  cut,  but  tliat  there  has  been  some  collision  I have  no  doubt.  This 
road,  like  all  others  in  the  Confederacy,  is  wretchedly  managed.  With 
proper  management  1 ought  to  have  had  everything  here  by  this  time. 
I have  serious  apprehensions  that  the  troops  in  rear  will  not  reach  here 
before  I am  compelled  to  evacuate  the  place.  This  matter  gives  me 
serious  concern,  but  1 have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  I have  used 
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every  exertion  and  taken  every  precaution  to  insure  their  safety.  A 
rapid  march  of  the  enemy  will  bring  him  here  to-morrow.  If  he  takes 
the  direct  road  to  this  place  I shall  oppose  him  at  Thompson’s  Creek. 
With  high  resi^ect^  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

Since  writing  a train  with  troops  has  arrived  and  I have  reason  to 
hope  that  those  behind,  the  track  being  now  open,  will  soon  be  here. 

W.  J.  H. 


Charlotte,  Fehruary  J28,  1865. 
His  PAcellency  Z.  B.  Vance,  Raleigh : 

Should  Sherman  come  this  way  I recommend  the  neighborhood  ol 
Danville.  Should  he  turn  toward  Fayetteville,  Salisbury  would  be 
safe 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Special  Orders,  ) Ad.tt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  49.  \ Rielimondy  Fehruary  28.,  1865. 

*#*#*## 

IX.  Capt.  T.  H-  Jordan,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Provisional 
Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  W.  W.  Allen’s  brigade  (Col. 
James  Hagan  commanding),  of  Wheeler’s  cavalry  corps.  He  will  report 
to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  at  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

##****# 

XI.  Maj.  J.  B.  Dorman,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Provisional  Army, 
C.  S.,  now  on  duty  at  Camp  of  Instruction,  near  this  city,  is  assigned  to 
duty  with  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  will  report  accord- 
ingly. 

* * # * # • * * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 

A insist  ant  A djutant-  General. 


Scaife’s  Ferry,  S.  C., 
Fehruary  28^  1865 — 4.50  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart,  * 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee : 


General:  I have  just  arrived  at  the  ferry.  I find  the  river  so  full 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  cross,  there  being  no  means  of  crossing  but 
by  poling  the  flat.  I send  a scout  across  the  river  and  go  to  work  to 
prepare  oars  for  the  purpose  of  rowing  across.  I shall  not  be  able  to 
cross  my  squadron  to-night.  I see  citizens  directly  from  Chesterville, 
who  report  no  enemy  between  here  and  that  place,  nor  near  there.  All 
iei)orts  seem  to  concur  that  the  enemy  is  crossing  the  Catawba  River 
at  and  below  Rocky  Mount,  while  our  forces  are  crossing  above  that 
l)oint.  This  is  only  current  rumor  and  not  definite.  I will  report  again 
as  soon  as  I hear  from  the  scouts  sent  out. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

D.  W.  BIZZELL, 

Captain^  Commanding  Third  Arhansas  Cavalry. 


1292  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.LIX. 


Headquarters, 

February  28^  1865.  (Keceived  10.30.) 

General  B.  Bragg, 

Goldsborough,  C. : 

Keep  advised  of  Johnston’s  route.  Communicate  with  General  John- 
ston at  Charlotte.  Unite  with  him  as  you  propose  for  a blow  on  Sher- 
man when  practicable. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Februara^  28,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Charlotte: 

Following  just  from  Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville: 

I learn  from  General  Hardee  the  enemy  crossed  Lynch’s  Creek  in  some  force  at 
Tillersville.  Intention  not  yet  developed;  that  their  movements  point  at  present  to 
Darlington  and  Florence,  with  the  view,  he  believes,  of  moving  to  Wilmington. 

Childs  learns  through  pickets  enemy  are  repairing  Brunswick  rail- 
road bridge  on  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Eailroad.  I have  ordered 
him  to  have  bridges  and  railroad  below  Lumberton  destroyed 5 also  on 
Wilmington  and  Manchester  Eailroad  from  Pedee  up. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Goldsborough,  February  28,  1865. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Department  of  Forth  Carolina,  Goldsborough: 

General:  The  campaign  of  the  army  under  General  Johnston  is  so 
rapidly  culminating  to  the  decisive  point  that  1 greatly  desire,  if  I am 
to  join  it  at  all,  to  enter  upon  my  duties  there  immediately.  As  Colonel 
Sale,  commissioned  in  the  Adjutant-General’s  Department  and  under 
orders  to  report  here,  can  now  join  you  without  inconvenience,  and  as 
Major  Parker  possesses  a competent  knowledge  of  the  details  of  busi- 
ness, I feel  warranted  in  saying  that  my  place  could  be  supplied  without 
detriment  to  the  public  interests,  and  I therefore  respectfully  ask  tliat 
you  give  me  the  order  indicated  by  General  Lee.  Having  already 
exi)lained  that  the  motive  for  this  request  is  one  of  professional 
advancement,  growing  out  of  views  of  the  functions  of  the  general 
staff  which  I knoAV  you  also  entertain,  1 have  only  to  add  that  I have 
never  had  more  agreeable  and  instructive  service  than  at  your  head- 
quarters, and  that  I shall  always  retain  the  most  grateful  recollection 
of  your  kindness  and  of  the  confidential  intercourse  AAuth  which  you 
have  honored  me. 

I am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  faithful,  obliged  servant, 

AECHEE  ANDEESOX. 


Charlotte,  X.  C., 

February  28,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m.  (EeceiA^ed  6.S5.) 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Rocky  Point,  near  Wilmington,  F.  C. : 

As  Fayetteville  may  be  our  future  point  of  concentration,  will  you 
order  all  roads  and  bridges  repaired  forthwith  to  it  from  Warsaw, 
Smithfield,  and  Ealeigh! 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Goldsborough,  February  28^  1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Raleigh : 

Join  me  here,  leaving  your  records  with  Mr.  Scott.  Who  is  com- 
manding now  in  Ealeigh'? 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Ealeigh,  February  28,  1865. 

General  Bragg: 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  just  received.  Col.  F.  M.  Parker,  Thirtieth 
North  Carolina  Eegiment,  commands  here.  I will  join  you  on  the  2d. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assista7it  Adjutant- General: 
Dispatch  received.  Will  be  attended  to. 
my  command  sent  to  Teachey’s  Depot. 


Headquarters, 
February  28,  1865. 


Please  have  all  mail  for 

E.  F.  HOKE, 
Major-General. 


He  adquarters, 

Duplin  Road,  February  28,  1865.  (Eeceived  8.45  p.  m.) 
Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Goldsborough : 

One  of  my  scouts  just  returned.  The  other  has  gone  into  Wilming- 
ton. The  enemy  have  crossed  troops  to  the  opposite  side  of  Cape 
Fear;  camiis  are  considerable.  No  boats  have  been  uj)  the  river. 
Evidences  of  a marcb  up  Cape  Fear  on  opposite  side.  Will  inform 
you  fully  when  other  scouts  return.  Engines  and  cars  on  Manchester 
road. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 

Alajor- General. 


Headquarters, 

Duplin  Road,  February  28,  1865.  (Eeceived  11  p.m.) 
Colonel  Anderson, 

Goldsborough : 

If  Sherman  continued  to  his  right  he  would  soon  get  to  a point  on  the 
Manchester  road,  and  having  stock  on  that  road  could  soon  throw  his 
troops  to  Wilmington  from  this  point.  He  could  demonstrate  into  the 
interior  and  throAV  his  trooj)S  to  Grant.  1 know  nothing  of  his  move- 
ments, and  only  suggest  this,  tliinking  that  Grant  might  suppose  he 
could  overwhelm  General  Lee  by  overwhelming  numbers. 

E.  F.  HOKE, 

Major-  General. 
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February  28,  1865. 

Colonel  Thruston,  Co7npany^s  Shops: 

General  Bragg  wishes  yon  to  induce  people  there  to  volunteer  tempo- 
rarily for  special  defense  of  shops  against  raid,  and  include  in  organi- 
zation all  detailed  men  on  railroad. 

AliOHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Company’s  Shops, 
February  28,  1865.  (Received  6.45.) 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Goldshorough : 

No  local  force  here  except  exempts,  which  I have  no  authority  to  con- 
trol.. No  detailed  men  here.  Telegraiih  me  instructioiis.  No  answer 
from  telegram  yesterday  on  same  subject. 

S.  D.  THRUSTON, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


February  28, 1865. 

Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville: 

Keep  Ashe.  Authority  is  given  to  impress  horses  for  pickets.  Gen- 
eral Bragg  directs  you  destroy  trestle  on  railroad  below  Lumberton, 
and  be  in  readiness  to  burn  bridge  over  Lumber  River  on  approach  of 
enemy.  Destroy  any  part  of  road  below  Lumberton  you  can. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fayetteville,  February  28, 1865. 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I learn  from  General  Hardee  the  enemy  crossed  Lynch’s  Creek  in 
some  force  at  Tillersville.  Intention  not  yet  developed;  that  their 
movements  point  at  present  to  Darlington  and  Florence,  with  the  view, 
he  believes,  of  moving  to  Wilmington. 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Fayetteville,  February  28,  1865. 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I learn  through  pickets  that  the  enemy  are  repairing  Brunswick 
railroad  bridge,  on  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Railroad. 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 

TAeutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


February  28,  1865. 

Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville  : 

General  Bragg  directs  that  as  much  of  railway  below  Lumberton  as 
possible  be  immediately  destroyed;  also  bridges  over  Pedee,  Little 
Pedee,  and  Lumber  Rivers,  on  Wilmington  and  IManchester  Railroad, 
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and  all  trestle-work  from  Pedee  up.  Organize  small  parties  of  deter- 
mined men  to  do  this  instantly.  Best  way  to  destroy  trestle  is  to  cut 
away  both  ends  with  axes;  rest  falls.  Report  your  arrangements  for 
this  work. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  28^  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Fort  Mills,  S.  C.  : 


Wheeler’s  division  of  cavalry  and  wagons,  if  sent  to  Nation  Ford, 
could  cross  on  cars.  Let  me  know  when  these  may  be  required. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  February  28,  1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Fort  Mills,  S.  C. : 

Butler  writes  from  Kellytown  on  the  27th  that  Fifteenth  Corps  was 
encamped  at  Porter’s  Bridge,  on  Little  Lynch’s  Creek,  since  24th.  Other 
corps  thence  toward  Camden,  intending  doubtless  to  march  on  Cheraw 
or  Florence.  Prisoners  say  they  have  only  five  days’  rations  and  they 
are  moving  toward  Wilmington  or  Georgetown.  Your  letter  to  Sher- 
man is  approved.* 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Departivient, 

February  28,  1865. 

General  Wheeler: 

General:  I avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  offer  you,  in 
behalf  of  the  State,  my  thanks  for  the  defense  of  the  town  of  Aiken,  and 
the  protection  given  in  that  defense  to  the  population  of  that  town.  To 
be  saved,  as  was  that  town  and  its  population,  from  the  ruthless  foes 
by  which  it  was  attacked  calls  not  only  for  the  thanks  of  those  imme- 
diately exposed,  but  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  all  classes  of  our 
citizens.  To  you,  and  through  you  to  that  portion  of  your  command 
which  participated  in  the  conflict  for  the  possession  of  Aiken,  I tender 
you  the  thanks  of  the  State. 

I am,  general,  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  G.  MAGRATH. 


Post-Office  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  March  1,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

/Secretary  of  War : 

From  information  received  this  morning  I fear  the  answer  I sent  you 
as  to  sending  letters  through  without  material  delay  to  the  southwest 
may  require  correction.  I am  now  informed  that  the  gauge  of  the  rail- 


See  p.  596. 
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road  between  Oliarlotte  and  Green sboroiigli  is  being  changed,  and  that 
the  trains  will  not  run  through  for  some  days.  I mention  this  so  tliat 
you  may  provide  for  any  communications  requiring  special  dispatch,  as 
we  cannot  organize  a line  of  postal  communication  in  time  to  meet  this 
necessity. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  EEAGAN, 

Postmaster- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Richmond,  Va..  March  1,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  V.  C. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  General  Lee  has  written  to  me  in  regard  to  deser- 
tions from  the  army,  and  states  that,  while  they  occur  amo!;g  the  troops 
from  every  State,  they  are  most  numerous  just  at  present  from  those  of 
North  Carolina.  This  must  spring  from  the  im])ortunity  of  friends  at 
home,  and  I know  of  nothing  that  can  be  done,  in  addition  to  the  means 
already  employed,  except  to  improve  the  condition  of  public  feeling  in 
the  several  States.  1 send  you  a line,  not  to  stimulate  you — far  from 
it,  for  I have  read  your  recent  speech  at  Goldsborough — but  to  apprise 
yon  that  the  evil  is  alarming,  and  to  urge  you  to  invoke  every  influence 
that  can  be  brought  to  bear  to  revive  a patriotic  and  self-sacrificing 
spirit.  I will  write  also  to  the  authorities  and  to  individuals  in  other 
States.  The  numbers  furnished  and  the  deeds  performed  by  the  troops 
of  North  Carolina  forbid  the  belief  that  she  will  give  way  at  this  crisis 
of  a hard-pressed  cause.  I will  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  at  any  time, 
and  am,  yours,  very  truly, 

JOHN  0.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[March  1,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relating  to  operations  in 
the  Carolinas,  see  Part  I,  p.  1044.] 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Va.,  March  1,  1865. 


General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Charlotte,  V.  C. : 

Your  dispatch  with  regard  to  funds  received.  Impossible  to  obtain 
money  at  present.  Will  write  to  you  to-night. 

J.  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

. Richmond,  Va.,  March  1,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  ckc.  : 

General:  I received  this  morning  and  answered  your  telegram  of 
the  28th  ultimo  in  regard  to  money  for  payment  of  your  troops.  The 
occupation  of  Columbia  by  the  enemy  and  other  causes  have  embarrassed 
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the  operations  of  the  Treasury  Note  Bureau  j but,  aside  from  this  diffi- 
culty, I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  wholly 
unable  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  this  Department.  The  arrears  are 
enormous,  and  I am  not  stating  the  case  too  strongly  when  I say  that 
the  War  Department  in  all  its  branches  is  almost  wholly  paralyzed  for 
want  of  means.  A full  and  plain  statement  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President,  and  by  him  to  the  Congress.  This  is  written  for  your  own 
information  only,  and  to  sliow  that  nothing  remains  for  the  present, 
except  to  make  the  best  of  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed. 
You  may  rely  on  my  cordial  co-operation  in  providing  everything  j)os- 
sible  for  your  army.  I will  try  to  secure  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  the  coffee  mentioned  in  your  dispatch  of  this  date.* 

•With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINEIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Charlotte,  March  1,  1865, 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

Your  letter  of  23d  February  received.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee’s 
infantry,  but  not  his  artillery  and  wagons,  has  reached  Cheraw.  The 
enemy  has  been  stationary  for  a few  days.  Our  cavalry  on  their  right 
think  them  moving  toward  Florence  or  Cheraw;  that  on  their  left 
think  they  will  come  this  way  or  go  to  Cheraw.  I have  no  information 
of  the  progress  of  Stewart  and  Cheatham. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Charlotte,  March  f,  1865, 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-  Chief : 

General  : I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo 
last  night,  and  to  acknowledge  it  by  telegraph  this  morning.  The  gen- 
eral views  you  express  strengthen  my  hopes  greatly.  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Ham])ton  reported  the  enemy’s  cavalry  about  Lancaster  yesterday, 
and  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  six  miles  south  of  that  point. 
He  thinks  their  course  probably  toward  Charlotte,  possibly  Cheraw. 
Major-General  Butler,  writing  on  the  previous  day,  reports  the  Fifteenth 
and  Seventeenth  Corps  on  the  south  side  of  Little  Lynch’s  Creek,  and 
the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  close  in  their  rear.  He  thinks  the  U.  S. 
army  moving  on  Florence,  or  perhaps  Cheraw.  The  route  by  Charlotte, 
Greensborongh,  and  Danville  is  very  difficult  now,  as  you  remark.  It 
would  also  leave  your  army  exactly  between  those  of  General  Grant 
and  General  Sherman.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  he.  General 
Sherman,  ought  not  to  take  it.  His  junction  with  General  Schofield  is 
also  an  object  important  enough,  I should  think,  to  induce  him  to  keep 
more  to  the  east.  Such  a course  would  also  render  his  junction  with 
General  Grant  easier.  I don’t  know  how  we  can  ‘Gmiove  or  destroy 
all  kinds  of  supplies  on  the  enemy’s  route.”  We  are  compeljed  to  leave 
in  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants  the  food  necessary  for  their  subsist- 
ence, but  the  U.  S.  officers  feel  no  such  obligatioin  The  route  by 
which  Stewart’s  and  Cheatham’s  corps  are  expected  lies  west  of  the 
railroad  through  (Chester.  £ am  anxious  to  unit6  them  with  Hardee’s 
troops,  if  i)ossible,  before  any  movement  by  the  latter.  These  forces 

See  February  28,  p.  1290. 
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united  may  impede  the  march  of  the  Federal  army,  aud  even  find  oppor- 
tunities to  strike  heavy  blows,  or  at  least  prevent  it  from  gathering 
food.  Would  it  be  possible  to  liold  Ehihmond  itself  with  half  your 
army,  while  the  other  half  joined  us  near  Eoanoke  to  crush  Sher- 
man? We  might  then  turn  upon  Grant.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
instruct  General  Bragg  to  keep  me  advised  of  his  movements?  I shall 
inform  him  of  mine  and  those  of  the  enemy  near  me. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOi^, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  1,  1865. 

Shetch  of  Plan  of  Operatio7is  for  the  Spring  Campaign  of  1865. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department^  (be.,  Charlotte.,  N.  C.: 

Sherman’s  ultimate  objective  point  is  doubtless  Eichmond,  before 
which  he  expects  to  form  a junction  with  Grant,  forcing  General  Lee 
either  to  evacuate  Virginia  or  to  accept  battle  at  great  disadvantage, 
and  with  certain  defeat  by  superior  numbers.  His  intermediate 
objective  points  are  possibly  Fayetteville,  and  certainly  Ealeigh  aud 
Petersburg.  His  present  position  (at  or  near  Camden,  S.  C.)  and 
movements  indicate  a purpose  to  avoid  Charlotte  and  to  move  on  Fay- 
etteville, either  directly,  or  through  Wilmington  by  way  of  Cheraw  or 
Florence,  efiectiug  a junction  with  Schofield  from  Wilmington,  whose 
force  is  about  15,000  men.  I estimate  Sherman’s  force  at  not  exceed- 
ing 35,000  men,  exclusive  of  4,000  cavalry.  This  i)lan  of  campaign 
may  be  signally  foiled. 

First.  The  troops  now  concentrating  under  Hardee  at  Cheraw,  some 
10,000  infantry  and  light  artillery,  in  conjunction  with  the  cavalry 
under  Hampton,  should  oppose  Sherman’s  advance,  and  do  all  possible 
to  delay  his  march,  making  an  obstinate  defense  of  the  line  of  the 
Pedee,  for  a time  at  least. 

Second.  The  forces  at  Charlotte,  about  6,000  infantry  and  light  artil- 
lery, should  be  sent  by  rail  via  Ealeigh  to  Smithfield,  N.  C.,  as  soon  as 
Sherman’s  movements  are  uncovered  so  clearly  as  to  indicate  his  line 
of  march  to  be  the  one  anticipated. 

Third.  From  Smithfield  this  force  should  march  at  the  proper  moment 
and  form  a junction  at  or  in  advance  of  Fayetteville  with  Hardee,  who 
would  fall  back  gradually  before  Sherman. 

Fourth.  Bragg  should  retire  from  his  present  position — about  Fish 
[Eockfish]  Creek,  near  Wilmington — by  railroad  to  Warsaw,  and  march 
thence  to  Fayetteville  (forty-seven  miles),  so  as  to  reach  that  place  at 
the  same  time  Avith  the  troops  from  Charlotte.  He  should  cover  or  con- 
ceal his  movement  from  Schofield  by  his  cavalry  and  a strong  line  of 
skirmishers,  and  some  light  artillery,  Avhich  maybe  sacrificed,  if  neces- 
sary. By  these  means  there  would  be  assembled  at  Fayetteville — 


Hardee’s  cor]i«  (infantry  aud  artillery) 10,000 

Army  of  Tennessee 6,  000 

Bragg’s  forces 10,  CH)0 


Infantry  and  artillery 26,  0(X) 


But  Sherman  will  have  a well  disciplined  and  organized  army  of 
35,()()()  men,  fiushed  Avith  a series  of  successes,  to  cope  Avith  which, 
especially  in  the  present  condition  of  our  forces,  we  should  have  at 
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least  an  equal  number  of  men.  The  deficiency  of  some  9,000  men  can 
only  be  drawn  in  season  for  the  emergency  from  General  Lee’s  army, 
and  I would  urge  that  that  number  of  men  be  held  ready  to  be  detached 
for  the  service,  in  time  to  elfect  a junction  with  the  other  troops  to  be 
concentrated  at  Fayetteville.  We  could  then  confidently  attack  Sher- 
man, expect  to  destroy  his  army,  and  be  left  free  at  once  to  eflect  a 
junction  with  General  Lee  with  all  our  forces,  except  perhaps  Bragg’s 
corps,  which  might  be  required  to  watch  Schofield.  We  could  then 
attack  Grant  with  superior  numbers,  and  defeat  him  signally.  Should 
Sherman,  however,  be  able  to  effect  a junction  with  Schofield,  he  will 
then  have  about  50,000  men,  a force  which  would  be  too  large  to  con- 
tend with,  as  arranged  in  the  foregoing  sketch.  In  such  a contingency 
I can  see  no  other  means  of  preventing  the  complete  attainment  of  the 
main  objects  of  Sherman’s  campaign  than  by  the  prompt  evacuation  of 
our  lines  at  Petersburg,  and  the  occupation  of  those,  prepared  for  such 
an  emergency,  around  Eichmond,  and  by  detaching  25,000  men  to  unite 
with  the  force  already  in  North  Carolina,  and  give  immediate  battle  to 
Sherman,  which  could  be  done  with  almost  certain  decisive  success. 
After  which  the  whole  army  should  be  hastened  back  to  Virginia  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Eichmond.  Present  events  tending  to  force  the 
evacuation  of  Eichmond,  it  would  seem  a necessary  ])art  of  the  strategy 
of  the  campaign  that  the  Confederate  States  Government  should  be 
previously  removed  to  some  point  that  would  free  the  army  from  the 
necessity  of  protecting  it,  and  thus  at  the  same  time  diminish  the 
importance  which  the  enemy  attaches  to  Eichmond  as  the  cai)ital  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  I,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Eains, 

Chief  Torpedo  Bureau: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  as  per  your  order  I 
reported  at  the  headquarters  of  General  Beaureguard  on  the  12th 
ultimo,  for  duty  with  subterra  shells.  General  Hampton,  with  whom  I 
was  assigned  for  service,  desired  me  to  embed  a causeway,  eleven  miles 
below  Columbia,  which  he  said  was  the  only  passage  for  the  enemy 
there,  as  an  impenetrable  morass  lay  on  either  side.  With  all  possible 
dispatch  I made  ready  for  the  work,  and  had  all  things  in  readiness  by 
7 a.  m.  on  the  day  following,  at  which  time  Major  Ehett,  the  quarter- 
master  of  the  iiost,  had  promised  transportation  should  be  furnished. 
The  hour  came,  and  three  successive  hours,  but  no  transportation. 
Major  E.  stating  that  all  his  wagons  were  employed  in  sending  stores 
beyond  the  enemy’s  reach.  By  12  o’clock  I received  the  loan  of  a lady’s 
ambulance  and  Wrried  to  the  front,  but  the  causeway  by  that  time 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  Columbia  soon  followed. 
General  Hampton  furnished  me  with  two  excellent  horses,  but  had  no 
wagon.  This,  however,  was  after  the  city  was  abandoned.  He  is  now 
wanting  me  with  him,  but  nothing  can  be  done  without  means.  From 
Columbia  to  Camden  has  been  such  a field  for  the  work  that  I return 
heart  sick  at  nothing  being  done.  Much  may  yet  be  done  between  Cam- 
den and  Ealeigh,  Wilmington,  or  what  point  soever  the  enemy  may  be 
destined  for.  Give  me  the  following  and  1 ask  for  no  more:  A light, 
strong  spring-wagon,  with  water-proof  cover;  two  good  horses  and  a 
driver;  a good  horse,  bridle,  and  saddle  for  sentinel;  a pick  or  grub- 
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bilig-hoe.  With  these  very  much  may  be  done.  I repeat,  General 
Hampton  is  desirous  that  I be  with  him  to  operate,  appreciating  as  he 
does,  and  particularly  at  this  time,  the  value  of  our  means  of  defense. 
If  possible,  let  me  be  iurnished  to-day  with  what  I need,  that  I may  go 
at  once  to  the  front. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

GAKNETT  MCMILLAN, 
Captain,  in  Charge  Subterra  Defenses. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 

April  1,  1865. 

Eespectfully  forwarded. 

Captain  McMillan  reported  to  me  for  duty  on  the  15th  February  and 
I directed  him  to  place  his  shells  on  a causeway  five  miles  below  Colum- 
bia. Before  he  could  reach  this  point  the  enemy  had  possession  of  it. 
The  shells  there  would  have  impeded  their  march  on  that  road,  but 
would  not  have  seriously  delayed  them.  They  did  not  reach  Columbia 
until  the  17th  and  I do  not  think  any  serious  damage  could  have  been 
inflicted  on  them  by  these  subterra  shells.  1 gave  an  ambulance  to 
Captain  McMillan  and  directed  him  to  remain  near  my  headquarters. 
On  the  18th  my  wagons  were  sent  to  the  rear  by  General  Beauregard 
and  I have  never  seen  ambulance  or  shells  since,  and  Captain  McMillan 
but  once,  in  Chesterville,  from  which  place  he  telegraphed  to  Eichmond 
for  a supply  of  dart  torpedoes  (I  think  he  called  them).  He  was  to  get 
these  and  to  rejoin  me,  but  I have  not  seen  or  heard  of  him  since.  I do 
not  think  the  quartermaster  at  Columbia  was  to  blame  for  not  furnish- 
ing transportation,  as  I know  that  everything  was  engaged  in  moving 
public  stores.  Nor  do  I think  the  result  at  Columbia  would  have  been 
different  had  all  of  Captain  McMillan’s  shells  been  placed  in  position. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant'  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  1,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m 
Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 

Near  Lancaster,  8.  C.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  was  received  last  night. 
I approve  of  your  order  to  that  vandal  Sherman.  The  system  of  retalia- 
tion must  be  carried  out  at  any  cost.  I have  ordered  you  a section  of 
two  howitzers  or  Napoleons,  with  eight  horses  to  the  pieces,  which  is  the 
best  Ave  can  do.  Captain  Hart’s  artillery  is  at  Salisbury,  but  cannot 
get  here  owing  to  obstructions  on  railroad;  it  has  no  horses  with  it. 
The  railroad  bridge  across  the  Catawba  is  guarded  by  infantry  and 
artillery;  it  must  be  saved  if  possible,  for  our  communications  with 
Columbia  must  be  re  established  as  soon  as  practicable.  General 
Young’s  division  has  been  ordered  to  join  you  as  soon  as  possible  via 
the  crossings  of  the  Santee.  No  exchange  of  prisoners  can  take  place. 
General  Wheeler’s  arrangements  cannot  now  be  approved;  the  enemy 
has  allowed  too  much  time  to  elapse  for  an  answer.  Everything  pos- 
sible will  be  done  to  procure  arms,  saddles,  and  bridles  for  Butler’s  com- 
mand, but  I fear  not  much  success  can  be  hoped  for.  It  is  important 
that  your  cavalry  should  be  in  front  of  the  enemy  to  delay  his  advance 
eastwardly.  Brigadier-General  Eobertson’s  command  has  been  ordered 
(through  General  Hardee)  to  report  to  Butler  General  Hardee’s  forces 
are  concentrating  at  Cheraw  with  orders  to  defend  the  crossings  of  the 
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Great  Pedee  on  the  way  to  Fayetteville  and  Wilmington,  if  the  latter 
can  be  done  without  endangering  his  command,  which  is  required  for 
future  operations.  If  Sherman  has  only  five  days’ rations  he  should  be 
delayed  by  all  practicable  means,  to  prevent  him  from  reaching  a point 
where  he  can  supply  himself  from  the  sea;  hence  the  roads  to  George- 
town should  be  biockaded  and  defended  to  the  last  extremity.  Brig- 
adier-General Eobertson  is  now  operating  in  that  direction  to  prevent 
any  advance  from  the  sea  coast  and  guard  the  Northeastern  Eailroad. 

Eespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


P.  S. — Five  hundred  saddles  with  1,000  sabers  are  on  the  way  to  you 
from  Eichmond. 


G.  T.  B. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  1,  1865, 

General  Wheeler: 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  in  reference  to  the  movement  of  the  enemy’s 
cavalry.  He  desires  to  know  if  you  cannot  ascertain  what  is  in  your 
front  on  this  road;  whether  there  has  been  any  change  in  the  pickets, 
&c.  He  would  desire  to  obtain  this  information  before  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  1,  1865—7,35  a,  m, 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Major  : Your  dispatch  of  March  1 this  moment  received.  I have 
taken  measures  to  ascertain  what  there  is  in  our  front.  You  desired 
the  information  before  morning  and  fear  your  dispatch  has  been  delayed. 
Eespectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General, 


[March  1,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan  (three  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  see  Part  I,  pp.  1122,  1123.] 


Headquarters  Third  Alabama  Cavalry, 

March  1,  1865, 

Lieut.  A.  H.  Smith, 

Actmg  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Lieutenant:  I have  sent  two  scouts  to-night  in  the  direction  of  the 
Eocky  Eiver  road,  and  they  report  the  enemy  in  force  this  side  of  the 
road  above  mentioned,  also  the  Tenth  Confederate  has  just  come  in  and 
reports  the  same.  It  is  impossible  for  a scout  to  get  to  the  road  to- 
night. 

Eespectfully, 

JO.  EOBINS, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding, 
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[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Field,  near  Wilson’s  Store,  March  2,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  iiifoiDiation  of  tlie  major-general  com- 
manding corps. 


W.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  17.  ) Goldshorough,  March  1,  1865. 

In  publishing  General  Orders,  Nos.  2 and  3,  from  the  headquarters 
C.  S.  Armies,  the  commanding  general  desires  to  explain  that  the  time 
allowed  absentees  in  this  department  to  return  or  report  themselves  as 
therein  directed,  begins  to  run  from  the  date  of  this  order  (March  1), 
and  that  the  pardon  embraces  offenses  committed  prior  to  this  date. 
All  men  of  the  classes  pardoned  under  sentence,  or  awaiting  trial,  will 
be  immediately  released. 

By  order  of  GenerarBragg  : 

AKCHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldshorough,  March  1,  1865. 

The  pardon  offered  in  General  Orders,  Nos.  2 and  3,  from  the  general- 
in-chief,  extends  to  all  men  now  in  confinement  under  charges  or  sentence 
for  desertion  or  absence  without  leave,  with  the  exceptions  therein 
indicated. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  1,  1865. 

General  Hoke, 

Rockfish  Creek : 

To  delay  Sherman,  should  he  move  toward  Wilmington,  it  will  be 
well  for  you  to  have  both  Manchester  and  Charlotte  roads  cut,  and 
bridges  and  trestles  destroyed  at  every  point.  All  enemy’s  prisoners 
will  x>robably  have  passed  here  by  to  morrow.  You  must  then  be 
prepared  for  Schofield’s  movements.  Have  roads  recouuoitered  and 
repaired  from  your  present  position  and  from  Warsaw  to  Favetteville. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Goldsborough,  Alarch  1,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Rockfish : 

Lieutenant  Fairly  reports  a bluff',  called  Black  Eock,  twenty-eight 
miles  above  Wilmington,  which  General  Whiting  considered  it  prac- 
ticable to  blow  into  the  river,  thus  obstructing  the  channel.  General 
Bragg  desires  you  will  look  to  this  and  have  it  done  if  practicable. 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Goldsborough,  March  1865. 

Colouel  Fremont,  Magnolia: 

Captain  Darden,  quartermaster,  Weldon,  telegraphs  great  need  of 
trains  to  haul  forage  to  Stony  Creek.  Please  do  what  is  jnoper. 

AKCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  i,  1865. 
Lieutenant-General  Holmes,  Raleigh : 

Please  send  some  officer  to  examine  and  have  repaired  road  from 
Raleigh  to  Fayetteville.  Country  people  should  be  invoked  to  make 
necessary  repairs. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  i,  1865. 

Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville  : 

General  Hoke’s  scouts  report  enemy  moving  up  west  bank  of  Cape 
Fear.  Communicate  to  General  Hardee. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  1^  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville : 

All  cotton  or  naval  stores  and  other  stores  serviceable  to  enemy 
must  be  destroyed  when  danger  is  imminent  of  their  falling  into  enemy’s 
hands.  Proper  preparations  should  be  made  now  for  such  an  emer- 
gency. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  March  i,  1865. 
Col.  James  Phelan,  Aleridian,  Miss. : 

I received  your  friendly  letter  of  the  17th  of  January  only  about  a 
week  ago,  and  do  not  see  that  1 can  answer  it  more  apiiroj)riately  than 
by  sending  you  the  annexed  copy  of  a iiaper  which  I had  prepared  for 
transmission  to  Congress.  As  it  would,  however,  have  been  necessary 
to  accom])any  it,  if  sent,  with  a protest  against  any  Congressional  inter- 
ference with  the  function,  exclusively  executive,  of  assigning  officers 
to  command,  I determined  to  withhold  it  rather  than,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  send  it  to  Congress  with  such  a protest  as  I should 
have  felt  bound  to  make.  The  paper  will  fully  exphun  my  views  and 
position  in  the  matter.  I may  add  that  since  the  accompanying  jiaper 
was  written  General  Lee  has  asked  that  General  Johnston  should  be 
ordered  to  report  to  him  for  duty,  and  that  I have  comjdied  with  his 
Avisli  in  the  hope  that  General  Johnston’s  soldierly  qualities  may  be 
made  serviceable  to  his  country  when  acting  under  General  Lee’s 
orders,  and  that  in  his  new  i)osition  those  defects  which  I found  mani- 
fested by  him  when  serving  as  an  independent  commander  will  be 
remedied  by  the  control  of  the  general-in-chief. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours,  Ac., 


JEFF’N  DAVIS. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Executive  Office, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  February  18,  1865. 

I'he  joint  resolution  of  Congress  and  other  manifestations  of  a desire 
that  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  should  be  restored  to  the  command 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  have  been  anxiously  considered  by  me,  and 
it  is  with  sincere  regret  that  1 find  myself  unable  to  gratify  what  I 
must  believe  to  have  become  quite  a general  desire  of  my  countrymen. 
The  expression  of  this  desire  has  come  to  me  in  forms  so  imposing  and 
from  sources  so  fully  entitled  to  my  respect  and  confidence  that  I feel 
it  to  be  due  to  the  people,  to  justice,  and  to  myself  to  take  the  unusual 
step  of  discussing  matters  which  would  otherwise  for  public  considera- 
tion have  been  passed  over  in  silence,  and  of  presenting  the  reasons 
which  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  assign  him  again  to  an  important 
and  independent  command. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  there  were  few  persons  in 
the  Confederacy  who  entertained  a more  favorable  opinion  of  General 
Johnston  as  a soldier  than  I did.  1 knew  him  to  be  brave  and  well 
informed  in  his  profession.  I believed  that  he  possessed  high  capacity 
for  becoming  a successful  commander  in  the  field.  Our  relations  under 
the  former  Government  were  of  a friendly  nature  and  so  continued  in 
the  new  sphere  of  duty  opened  to  both  by  the  change  in  the  political 
condition  of  the  country.  At  different  times  during  the  war  I have 
given  to  General  Johnston  three  very  important  commands,  and  in  each 
case  experience  has  revealed  the  fact  that  with  the  high  qualities  above 
referred  to  as  possessed  by  him  are  united  defects  which  unfit  him  for 
the  conduct  of  a campaign.  When  he  was  relieved  from  command  in 
July  last  it  was  believed  that  this  action  on  my  iiart  would  be  accepted 
in  its  plain  and  only  real  significance,  as  an  indication  that  his  conduct 
of  the  campaign  was  disapproved,  and  that  apprehension  was  enter- 
tained that  the  grave  losses  already  sustained  would  be  followed  by 
still  further  disasters  if  he  continued  in  command.  Any  criticism  on 
this  action,  however  harsh  and  unjust  to  me  personally,  I was  prepared 
to  bear  in  the  same  silence  which  the  interest  of  my  country  has 
imposed  on  me,  as  a duty,  in  many  other  instances  during  the  war. 
The  disclosure  of  the  ground  of  my  conduct  it  would  have  been  pref- 
erable to  postpone  to  a future  and  more  fitting  occasion.  But  it  has 
recently  been  ajiparent  that  there  exists  in  some  quarters  a purpose, 
not  simply  to  criticise  the  past,  but  to  arraign  me  before  the  bar  of 
public  opinion,  and  to  comi)e]  me  to  do  what  my  judgment  and  con- 
science disapproved,  or  to  destroy  my  power  of  usefulness  by  under- 
mining the  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens.  It  is  better  to  lose  that 
confidence  than  to  retain  it  at  the  expense  of  truth  and  duty.  Yet  no 
man  can  conduct  public  affairs  with  success  in  a Government  like  ours 
unless  u])held  by  the  trust  and  willing  aid  of  the  jieople.  I have  deter- 
mined, therefore,  now  to  make  the  disclosure  of  the  causes  which  have 
forced  on  me  the  unpleasant  duty  of  declining  to  gratify  the  desire  of 
a large  portion  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  expressed  wish  of  Congress. 

General  Johnston,  on  his  entering  into  the  Contederate  service,  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  which 
was  then  confronted  by  the  enemy  in  position  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Potomac.  At  Harper’s  Ferry  there  was  a large  quantity  of  materials 
and  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  small-arms  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  Confederacy.  Their  removal  to  places  of  greater  safety  was  com- 
menced as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  could  be  made.  During 
the  progress  of  the  work  General  Johnston  insisted  upon  the  evacuation 
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of  the  place,  and  finally  retired  from  it,  as  I then  thought,  and  still 
tliink,  prematurely.  The  correctness  of  this  opinion  is  sufficiently 
shown  by  the  fact  that  after  his  withdrawal  the  working  x)arty  remained 
without  interrui)tion  by  the  enemy,  and  removed  much  valuable  i)roi)- 
erty,  including  the  heaviest  part  of  the  machinery.  When  General 
Beauregard  was  threatened  at  Manassas  by  a large  column  of  the 
enemy,  his  numerical  inferiority  and  the  inactivity  of  the  enemy  in  the 
Valley,  under  General  Patterson,  evinced  the  necessity,  propriety,  and 
practicability  of  a prom])t  march  of  our  Valley  army  to  his  aid.  Gen- 
eral Johnston  made  serious  objections  to  and  expressed  doubts  as  to 
the  practicability  of  such  a movement;  and  only  after  repeated  and 
urgent  instructions  did  he  move  to  make  the  junction  proposed.  The 
delay  thus  occasioned  retarded  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  his  column 
until  after  the  first  conflict  had  occurred,  an.d  i^revented  a ])art  of  his 
troops  from  getting  into  position  until  the  victory  had  been  won. 
Indeed,  we  were  only  saved  from.a  fatal  defeat  at  the  battle  of  Manassas 
by  the  promptness  of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith,  who,  acting  without 
orders,  and  moving  by  a change  of  direction,  suc<*eeded  in  reaching  the 
battle-field  in  time  to  avert  disaster.  After  the  battle  the  forces  of 
General  Johnston  and  General  Beauregard  remained  united.  General 
Johnston,  who  was  in  command  of  the  combined  forces,  constantly 
declared  his  inability  to  assume  offensive  operations  unless  furnished 
with  re-enforcements,  which,  as  he  was  several  times  informed,  the 
Government  was  unable  to  supply,  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  x^ut  histroox^s 
in  intrenched  lines  covering  Centerville. 

During  the  winter  he  declared  that  his  position  was  so  insecure  that 
it  must  be  abandoned  before  the  enemy  could  advance,  but  indicated 
no  other  line  of  defense  as  the  x^roper  one.  He  was  therefore  summoned 
to  Bichmond  in  February,  1862,  for  conference.  On  inquiry  into  the 
character  of  his  x^osition  at  Centerville  he  stated  that  his  lines  there 
were  untenable,  but  when  asked  what  new  position  he  x^roposed  to 
occupy,  declared  himself  ignorant  of  the  topography  of  the  country  in 
his  rear.  This  confession  was  a great  shock  to  my  confidence  in  him. 
That  a general  should  have  been  for  many  months  in  command  of  an 
army,  should  have  selected  a line  which  he  himself  considered  untenable, 
and  should  not  have  ascertained  the  topograx)hy  of  the  country  in  his 
rear,  was  inexxdicable  on  any  other  theory  than  that  he  had  neglected 
the  x^Hinary  duty  of  a commander.  Engineers  were  sent  by  me  from 
Bichmond  to  examine  the  country  and  to  suxixdy  him  with  the  requisite 
information.  General  Johnston  had  announced,  however,  that  his 
X)osition  was  favorable  as  a point  from  which  to  advance,  if  he  could  be 
re-enforced.  It  was,  therefore,  agreed  that  he  should  mobilize  his  army 
by  sending  to  the  rear  all  heavy  guns  and  all  supxdies  and  luggage,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  advance  or  retreat,  as  occasion  might  require.  The 
Government  was  soon  afterward  surprised  by  learning  that  General 
Johnston  had  commenced  a hasty  retreat  without  giving  notice  of  an 
intention  todo  so,  though  he  had  just  been  apprised  of  the  improved  x)ros- 
X^ect  of  re-enforcing  him,  and  of  the  hox^e  entertained  by  me  that  he 
wonld  thus  be  enabled  to  assume  the  ofiensive.  The  retreat  was  with- 
out molestation  or  even  demonstration  from  the  enemy,  but  was  con- 
ducted with  such  precipitation  as  to  involve  a heavy  loss  of  supxdies. 
Some  valuable  artillery  was  abandoned,  a large  dex^otof  x)rovisions  was 
burned,  blankets,  shoes,  and  saddles  were  committed  to  the  flames,  and 
this  great  sacrifice  of  proxierty  was  so  wanting  in  ajiiiarent  justification 
as  to  x^i’oduce  a painful  impression  on  the  public  mind,  and  to  lead  to 
an  inquiry  by  a committee  from  Congress,  wliich  began  an  investigation 
into  the  subject,  but  did  not  report  before  Congress  adjourned. 
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During  his  retreat  General  Johnston  telegraphed  to  Richmond  to 
ask  at  wbat  point  lie  should  stop,  and  afterward  admitted  on  confer- 
ence the  same  want  of  topographical  information  jireviously  confessed. 
When  the  enemy,  instead  of  pursuing  General  Johnston  in  his  rapid 
retreat,  changed  their  base  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  made  the  York  River 
and  the  Peninsula  their  line  of  approach,  he  was  ordered  to  Yorktown 
with  his  army,  where  General  Magruder  had  for  many  months  been 
actively  constructing  defensive  works  to  resist  an  advance  up  the 
Peninsula.  General  Johnston  soon  pronounced  the  position  untenable, 
and  made  another  hasty  retreat,  and  with  another  heavy  loss  of  muni- 
tions and  armament.  He  gave  notice  of  his  movement,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  evacuating  Norfolk  to  the  general  in  command  there  only 
after  his  own  retreat  had  actually  commenced.  The  Secretaries  of 
War  and  of  the  Navy  had  started  (the  former  to  Yorktown,  the  latter 
to  Norfolk)  to  prevent  a hurried  evacuation  and  the  consequent  loss  of 
the  material  of  w^ar.  Too  late  to  restrain  General  Johnston,  they 
arrived  in  Norfolk  in  time  to  delay  General  Huger’s  compliance  with 
his  notice  until  much  valuable  property  was  saved.  But  Norfolk  could 
not  long  be  held  after  the  Peninsula  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  with  it  were  lost  large  supplies  of  all  kinds,  including  machinery 
which  could  not  be  replaced  in  the  Confederac.y. 

General  Johnston  halted  in  his  retreat  near  the  Ohickahominy,  but 
after  spending  some  days  in  selecting  a position  for  defense  against  the 
advancing  enemy,  suddenly  crossed  that  stream  without  notice  to  the 
Government  and  retreated  upon  Richmond.  He  remained  inactive  in 
front  of  Richmond,  making  no  intrenchments  to  cover  his  position, 
which  might  enable  him  to  assume  the  offensive  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  army.  He  again  neglected  the  proper  reconnaissances,  and 
failed  to  have  the  roads  laid  down  on  topographical  maps — a want  of 
foresight  sorely  felt  by  our  army,  when  afterward,  under  General  Lee, 
endeavoring  to  cut  off  McClellan’s  retreat.  He  suffered  the  enemy  to 
bring  up  their  heavy  guns,  supplies,  and  troops,  without  molestation; 
to  build  bridges  across  the  Ohickahominy,  and  to  cross  a portion  of 
their  army  and  make  intrenchments,  not  only  without  resistance,  but 
without  his  knowledge  of  these  important  military  operations.  When, 
on  a sudden  freshet  iu  the  Ohickahominy,  a body  of  the  enemy’s  troops 
was  found  to  be  on  this  side  of  the  stream,  an  attack  was  made  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  cut  oh  by  the  flood  from  re-enforcements 
and  entirely  at  our  mercy.  The  battle  was  disastrous,  because  the 
enemy  was  rapidly  re  enforced  across  bridges  the  existence  of  which 
had  not  been  ascertained  by  our  commander,  and  because  our  troops 
attacked  an  enemy  whom  they  did  not  know  to  be  intrenched,  and 
assailed  the  front  of  a position  which  might  have  been  easily  turned 
by  cross  roads  which  were  in  constant  use  by  the  people  of  the 
neighborhood,  but  which  were  unknown  to  our  officers.  The  general 
fell  severely  wounded  in  this  engagement,  in  which  he  was  conspicuous 
for  personal  daring.  But  this  gallantry  could  not  redeem  the  want  of 
that  foresight  which  is  requisite  for  a commander,  and  the  battle  was, 
as  I have  said,  a failure.  His  wound  rendered  him  unfit  for  further 
service  in  the  field  for  some  months,  and  terminated  his  first  important 
command,  which  he  had  administered  in  a manner  to  impair  my  confi- 
dence iu  his  fitness  to  conduct  a campaign  for  a Government  possessed 
of  only  very  limited  material  resources,  and  whose  armies  are  numer- 
ically so  inferior  to  those  of  the  enemy  as  to  demand  from  its  generals 
the  greatest  vigilance  and  activity,  the  best  discipline  and  organiza- 
tion, with  careful  provision  and  rigid  economy.  The  loss  of  supplies 
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during  tlie  time  lie  was  in  command  liad  been  great,  and  our  difficulties 
for  the  want  of  them  so  distressing  as  to  cripple  our  military  operations 
to  a far  greater  extent  than  can  be  appreciated. 

On  General  Johnston’s  fall  General  Lee  assumed  the  command  of 
the  army.  He  at  once  made  an  intrenched  line  by  which  the  city 
could  be  covered  with  iiart  of  his  forces,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  cross 
the  Chickahominy  with  the  main  body,  and,  witli  the  aid  of  the  troops 
from  the  Valley,  under  General  Jackson,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank 
and  rear,  achieving  the  series  of  glorious  victories  in  the  summer  of 
1862,  which  made  our  history  illustrious.  As  soon  as  General  John- 
ston reported  himself  fit  for  duty  he  was  again  intrusted  by  me  with 
an  important  command,  for,  though  my  confidence  in  him  had  been  much 
shaken,  it  had  not  yet  been  destroyed.  He  had  been  tested  in  the  immed- 
iate command  of  an  army,  and  in  that  position  had  not  justified  the  high 
opinion  I had  previously  entertained  of  him.  He  was  now  assigned  to 
a different  class  of  duties— to  the  general  supervision  and  control  of 
several  armies,  each  under  an  immediate  comnc-ander,  to  whom  was 
intrusted  the  direct  duty  of  organizing,  disciplining,  and  supplying 
his  own  troops.  His  department  included  the  Districts  of  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  and  Mississii)i)i,  with  power  to  command  in  person  wherever 
he  should  consider  his  services  most  needed,  and  to  transfer  troops  at 
discretion.  He  thus  controlled  the  army  under  General  Bragg  in 
Tennessee,  those  of  Generals  Pemberton  and  Gardner  at  Vicksburg 
and  Port  Hudson,  and  that  of  General  Forney  at  Mobile  and  other 
points  in  Alabama.  The  new  assignment  was  of  higher  grade,  and  to 
a more  enlarged  sphere  than  the  former,  embracing  within  its  limits 
my  own  home  and  those  of  my  nearest  relatives  and  friends.  It  is, 
therefore,  apparent  that  I felt  no  disposition  to  depreciate  the  merits 
of  General  Johnston,  or  to  deprive  him  of  an  opportunity  of  rendering 
such  conspicuous  service  as  would  secure  military  fame  for  himself. 
If  private  considerations  were  needed,  in  addition  to  a sense  of  public 
duty,  in  order  to  insure  my  earnest  support  of  all  his  efforts  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  the  motive  of  i:)ersonal  interest  Avas  not  absent. 
FeAv  were  exposed  to  a more  total  loss  of  property  than  myself,  in  the 
event  of  his  disastrous  failure  in  this  new  command. 

When  General  Grant  made  his  demonstration  on  Vicksburg  General 
Johnston  failed  to  perceive  its  significance,  and  did  not  repair  to  that 
vital  point  in  his  department  until  ordered  from  Bichmond  to  do  so. 
He  arrived,  as  he  reported,  too  late.  He  did  not  proceed  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  forces  in  the  field,  but  stopped  at  Jackson  and  under- 
took from  there  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  army,  though,  as  was 
shown  by  subsequent  events,  he  was  not  well  informed  of  the  situation. 
After  the  investment  of  Vicksburg  General  Johnston  remained  inactive 
near  Canton  and  Jackson,  stating  his  inability  to  attack  Grant, 
notwithstanding  very  urgent  requests  to  do  so.  He  was  thereupon 
pressed  to  attack  the  forces  of  Banks  at  Port  Hudson  and  rescue  the 
army  of  General  Gardner,  but  declined  on  the  ground  that  he  feared 
Grant  would  seize  the  occasion  to  advance  upon  Jackson,  which  place 
he  considered  too  important  to  be  exposed.  Grant  was  then  investing 
Vicksburg.  After  both  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  had  been  captured 
without  one  blow  on  his  part  to  relieve  eitlier,  a detachment  was  sent 
by  General  Grant  from  Vicksburg  to  capture  Jackson.  The  enemy,  it 
appears,  was  surprised  to  find  the  place  held  in  force,  and  sent  back  to 
Vicksburg  for  re  enforcements.  Ko  attempt  was  made  by  General 
Johnston  to  improve  the  opportunity  thus  presented  by  attacking  the 
isolated  detachment  of  the  enemy  in  his  front.  He  remained  within 
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his  lilies  and  permitted  Grant  again  to  concentrate  a large  force 
against  the  third  and  last  section  of  that  army.  Not  once  during  the 
entire  campaign  did  he  act  on  the  maxim  of  attacking  the  foe  in  detail, 
a rule  iieculiarly  applicable  when  an  army  is  contending  against  an 
enemy  superior  in  numbers.  The  familiar  historical  exami)le  of  the 
war  conducted  by  Fredeiick  the  Great  against  three  armies,  the 
iunction  of  any  two  of  which  would  have  caused  the  downfall  of  his 
State,  illustrates  the  value  of  this  maxim,  and  serves  to  show  how 
much,  under  the  most  adverse  conditions,  may  be  achieved  by  a 
general  who,  to  professional  skill,  unites  genius  and  energy. 

No  sooner  had  the  enemy  commenced  investing  Jackson  than  General 
Johnston  pronounced  it  untenable.  He  had  been  there  for  many  weeks, 
and  to  insure  the  successful  defense  of  the  place  left  Gardner’s  army  at 
Port  Hudson  to  its  fate.  Yet  when  the  moment  of  trial  came  he  decided 
that  the  lines  of  defense  had  been  badly  located,  and  that  the  works 
were  so  imperfect  and  insufficient  as  to  render  the  position  untenable. 
Weeks  had  been  passed  by  the  general  commanding  in  the  town  with 
an  army  of  between  20,000  and  30,000  men  under  his  orders,  and  he 
had  neither  remedied  defective  location  of  lines  nor  given  the  works  the 
requisite  strength.  Jackson  was  evacuated,  and  General  Johnston 
withdrew  his  army  to  Eastern  Mississippi.  The  evacuation  of  Jackson, 
as  of  Centerville,  was  marked  by  one  of  the  most  serious  and  irrepa- 
rable sacrifices  of  property  that  has  occurred  during  the  war — a loss  for 
which,  in  my  judgment,  no  sufficient  explanation  has  been  given.  The 
railroad  bridge  across  the  Pearl  Eiver  at  Jackson  had  been  broken.  It 
was  necessary  to  rebuild  it  sufficiently  to  remove  cars  across,  and  there 
was  a very  large  accumulation  of  rolling-stock  on  the  western  side  of 
the  stream  which,  without  the  bridge,  could  not  be  saved  if  Jackson 
were  evacuated.  Under  these  circumstances  General  Johnston,  with 
over  20,000  men,  sufiered  this  gap  to  remain  without  an  effort  to  fill  it, 
although  the  work  could  with  little  difficulty  have  been  completed  in  a 
manner  to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  occasion.  In  consequence 
of  this  neglect  a very  large  number  of  locomotives,  said  to  be  about 
ninety,  and  several  hundred  cars,  were  lost.  We  have  never  recovered 
from  the  injury  to  the  transportation  service  occasioned  by  this  failure 
on  his  part. 

General  Johnston’s  second  campaign  thus  closed  with  the  loss  of 
every  important  position  which  the  enemj"  had  attacked.  Not  oidy 
was  Vicksburg  forced  to  surrender,  with  its  garrison,  but  Port  Hudson, 
with  its  garrison  had  been  captured  when  he  was  able  to  relieve  it,  but 
abstained  from  making  the  movement  lest  he  should  thereby  hazard 
the  safety  of  Jackson,  Avhich,  in  its  turn,  was  lost  with  the  sacrifice  of 
most  valuable  property.  My  confidence  in  General  Johnston’s  fitness 
for  separate  command  was  now  destroyed.  The  proof  was  too  com- 
plete to  admit  of  longer  doubt  that  he  was  deficient  in  enterprise,  tardy 
in  movement,  defective  in  x^reparation,  and  singularly  neglectful  of  the 
duty  of  x)reserving  our  means  of  supx)ly  and  transx^ortation,  although 
exx^erience  should  have  taught  him  their  value  and  the  difficulty  of 
X)rocuring  them.  It  should  be  added,  that  neither  iii  this  nor  in  his 
previous  command  had  it  been  imssible  for  me  to  obtain  from  General 
Johnston  any  communications  of  his  ]dans  or  x>itrposes  beyond  vague 
statements  of  an  intention  to  counteract  the  enemy  as  their  x^i^Dis 
might  be  developed.  No  indication  was  ever  presented  to  induce  the 
belief  that  he  considered  it  x^roper  to  form  combinations  for  attack  as 
well  as  defense,  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  the  final  success  of 
an  enemy  who  with  superior  forces  can  continue  his  operations  with- 
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out  fear  of  being  assailed,  even  when  exposing  weakness  and  affording 
opportunities  of  which  a vigilant  adversary  would  avail  himself  for 
attack.  I came  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  imi)ru- 
dent  to  intrust  General  Johnston  with  another  independent  command 
for  active  operations  in  the  field.  Yet  I yielded  my  convictions,  and 
gave  him  a third  trial,  under  the  following  circumstances: 

General  Bragg,  at  his  own  request,  was  relieved  from  the  command 
of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  after  the  battle  of  Missionary  Eidge,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Hardee,  his  senior  lieutenant  general.  This  officer, 
distrusting  his  own  ability,  earnestly  requested  the  selection  of  another 
commander  for  the  army,  and  a most  urgent  and  general  solicitation 
was  made  that  General  Johnston  should  be  assigned  to  that  duty. 
After  relieving  General  Bragg,  of  our  five  generals  Lee  and  Beauregard 
were  the  only  officers  of  that  grade  in  the  field  except  General  Johnston. 
Neither  of  the  first  two  could  properly  be  withdrawn  from  the  position 
occupied  by  them,  and  General  Johnston  thus  remained  the  only  officer 
of  rank  superior  to  that  of  lieutenant-general  who  was  available.  The 
[act  of  Congress]  authorizing  the  appointment  of  general  officers  with 
temporary  rank  had  not  then  been  passed.  There  seemed  to  be  scarcely 
a choice  left,  but  my  reluctance  to  risk  the  disasters  which  I feared  would 
result  from  General  Johnston’s  assignment  to  this  command  could  with 
difficulty  be  surmounted.  Very  pressing  requests  were  made  to  me  by 
members  of  Congress.  The  assignment  of  this  commander  was  said 
to  be  demanded  by  the  common  voice  of  the  army,  the  press,  and  the 
people;  and,  finally,  some  of  my  advisers  in  the  Cabinet  represented 
that  it  might  well  be  the  case  that  his  assignment  with  the  disasters 
apprehended  from  it  would  be  less  calamitous  than  the  injury  arising 
from  an  ayjparent  indifference  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  officers 
of  the  State  governments,  of  many  members  of  Congress,  and  of  other 
prominent  citizens.  I committed  the  error  of  yielding  to  these  sugges- 
tions against  my  own  deliberate  convictions,  and  General  Johnston 
entered  upon  his  third  important  command — that  of  the  army  designed 
to  recover  the  State  of  Tennessee  from  the  enemy.  In  February,  1864,  he 
was  informed  of  the  policy  of  the  Government  for  his  army.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  re-enforce  him  largely,  and  that  he  should  at  once  advance 
and  assume  the  offensive  for  the  recovery  of  at  least  a part  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  For  this  purpose  he  was  advised  to  accumulate  as  rap- 
idly as  possible  sufficient  supplies  for  an  advance,  and  assured  that  the 
re-enforcing  troops  should  be  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  he  was  prepared 
for  the  movement.  Until  such  time  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  open 
the  country  to  incursions  of  the  enemy  by  withdrawing  from  other 
positions,  or  to  delay  accumulation  of  supplies  by  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  consumers  at  the  front.  The  winter  was  dry  and  mild.  The 
enemy,  as  it  was  reported,  not  expecting  any  active  movement  on  our 
part,  had  sent  most  of  his  horses  back  to  Kentucky  to  be  recruited  for 
the  spring  campaign. 

General  Hardee  had,  just  before  relinquishing  the  command,  reported 
our  army  as  fully  rested  and  recovered  from  the  effect  of  its  retreat 
from  Missionary  Eidge.  He  represented  that  there  was  effectiveness 
and  sufiicient  supjily  in  the  ordnance,  quartermaster’s,  and  commissary 
departments;  that  the  artillery  was  in  good  condition,  the  spirits  of 
the  troops  excellent,  and  the  army  ready  to  fight.  General  Bragg  sent 
to  General  Johnston  all  the  information  deemed  valuable  which  had 
been  acquired  during  his  continuance  in  command.  The  Government 
spared  nothing  of  men  and  materials  at  its  disposal.  Batteries  made 
for  General  Lee’s  army  were  diverted  and  sent  to  General  Johnston, 
and  he  was  informed  that  troops  would  be  sent  to  re-enforce  him  as 
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soon  as  Le  liad  collected  supplies  in  depot  for  a forward  movement. 
Absentees  were  rapidly  returning  to  the  army  when  he  assumed  com- 
mand. Several  thousand  men  had  joined  their  regiments  within  the 
twenty  days  immediately  preceding  his  arrival  at  Dalton.  Troops  were 
withdrawn  from  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  Mobile  to  aid  him.  The 
main  army  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  under  General  Polk,  was  placed 
at  his  disposal.  Cavalry  was  returned  from  East  Tennessee  to  assist 
him. 

General  Johnston  made  no  attempt  to  advance.  As  soon  as  he 
assumed  command  he  suggested  deficiencies  and  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  an  offensive  movement,  which  he  declared  himself 
unable  to  overcome.  The  enemy  commenced  advancing  in  May,  and 
General  Johnston  began  retreating.  His  retreat  was  not  marked  by 
any  general  engagement,  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  attempted  to  cut 
off  any  portion  or  detachment  of  the  enemy  while  they  were  marching 
around  his  fianks.  Little  fighting  was  done  by  his  army,  except  when 
attacked  in  intrenchments.  His  course  in  abandoning  a large  extent 
of  country  abounding  in  supplies,  and  offering  from  its  mountainous 
character  admirable  facilities  for  defense,  so  disheartened  and  demoral- 
ized the  army  that  he  himself  announced  by  telegram  large  losses  from 
straggling  and  desertion.  At  Allatoona,  his  position  being  almost 
impregnable,  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  make  extensive  Hank  move- 
ments which  exposed  them  to  attack;  but  they  were  allowed  by  General 
Johnston,  who  had  marched  out  of  his  intrenchments,  to  interpose 
themselves  between  him  and  the  ridge  without  receiving  any  assault 
upon  their  lengthened  and  exposed  flank.  He  was  thus  maneuvered 
out  of  a most  formidable  position  with  slight  loss  to  the  enemy.  By  a 
repetition  of  a similar  course  he  was  driven,  without  any  apparent 
capacity  to  help  himself,  through  an  entire  district  of  mountain  passes 
and  defiles,  and  across  rivers  until  he  was  finally  brought  to  the  sub- 
urbs of  Atlanta. 

No  information  was  sent  to  me  which  tended  to  dispel  the  apprehen- 
sion then  generally  expressed  that  Atlanta  also  was  to  be  abandoned 
when  seriously  threatened.  Some  of  those  who  had  most  earnestly  urged 
General  Johnston’s  assignment  to  tbe  command  of  the  army  when  it 
was  at  Dalton  now  with  equal  earnestness  pressed  his  prom^it  removal. 
The  consequences  of  changing  a commander  in  the  midst  of  a campaign 
were  regarded  to  be  so  embarrassing  that,  even  when  it  was  considered 
by  others  too  plainly  necessary  for  doubt  or  delay,  I preferred,  by  direct 
inquiry  of  General  Johnston,  to  obtain  that  which  had  been  too  long 
withheld — his  plan  for  future  operations.  A telegram  was  sent  to  him 
insisting  on  a statement  of  his  purpose,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  anticipate 
•events.  His  reply  showed  that  he  intended  leaving  the  intrenchments 
of  Atlanta  under  the  guard  of  the  Georgia  militia,  and  moving  out  with 
his  army  into  the  field.  This  was  regarded  as  conclusive  that  Atlanta 
was  also  to  be  given  up  without  a battle,  and  I could  perceive  no  ground 
for  hoping  that  General  Johnston,  who  liad  failed  to  check  the  enemy’s 
march  from  Dalton  to  Atlanta,  through  a country  abounding  in  strong 
positions  for  defense,  would  be  able  to  prevent  the  further  advance 
through  a level  countr;^  to  Macon,  and  the  consequent  severance  of  the 
Confederacy  by  a line  passing  through  the  middle  of  Georgia.  He  was 
therefore  relieved.  If  I had  been  slow^  to  consent  to  his  assignment  to 
that  command,  I was  at  least  equally  slow  to  agree  to  his  removal. 

I could  not  discover  between  the  forces  of  General  Johnston  and 
General  Sherman  any  such  disparity  as  was  alleged,  nor  do  I believe 
that  our  army  in  any  military  department  since  the  beginning  of  the 
wai  has  been  so  nearly  equal  in  numbers  with  the  enemy  as  in  this  last 
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campaign  of  General  Jolinston.  Plis  report,  dated  October  20,  1864,* 
states  that  he  had  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  in  infantry  and  artillery 
during  this  campaign,  10,000  men,  and  from  all  other  causes,  princi- 
pallj^  slight  sickness,  4,700.  Of  his  cavalry  the  losses  are  not  stated. 
His  report,  however,  omits  to  state  what  his  returns  to  the  Adjutant- 
General’s  Office  exhibit — a loss  of  over  7,000  captured  by  the  enemy. 
His  losses,  therefore,  in  infantry  and  artillery  were  about  22,000,  with- 
out including  cavalry.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  heavy  losses, 
General  Johnston’s  returns  of  July  10,  a few  days  before  his  removal 
from  command,  show  an  aggregate  present  of  73,849  men,  of  whom 
50,932  are  reported  to  be  effective.  But  his  return  of  the  previous 
month  shows  that  among  those  not  reported  as  effective  were  quite 

11.000  men  performing  active  service  on  extra  duty,  and  as  non-com- 
missioned staff  officers  and  musicians.  The  available  force  present 
must  therefore  have  been  about  62,000  men.  The  aggregate  present  of 
the  10th  of  March  previous  (after  the  arrival  of  the  part  of  Hardee’s 
corps  that  had  been  detached,  although  too  late  to  aid  General  Polk  in 
opposing  Sherman’s  raid  through  Mississippi)  was  54,806,  and  the 
effective  present  42,408.  It  thus  appears  that  so  largely  was  General 
Johnston  re-enforced  that  after  all  the  losses  of  his  campaign  his  army 
had  increased  about  19,000  men  present,  and  about  the  same  number 
of  men  available  for  active  duty. 

As  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  sick  and  j^risoners,  in  infantry 
and  artillery  alone  was  22,000  men,  and  would  probably  be  swollen  to 

25.000  by  adding  the  loss  in  cavalry,  and  as  the  force  available  on  the 
10th  of  tJuly  was  about  62,000,  it  is  deduced  that  General  Johnston  had 
been  in  command  of  an  army  of  about  85,000  men  fit  for  active  duty  to 
oppose  Sherman,  whose  effective  force  was  not  believed  to  have  been 
much  in  excess  of  that  number.  The  entire  force  of  the  enemy  was 
considerably  greater  than  the  numbers  I have  mentioned,  and  so  was 
General  Johnston’s;  but  in  considering  the  merits  of  the  campaign  it 
is  not  necessary  to  do  more  than  compare  the  actual  strength  of  the 
armies  which  might  have  joined  the  issue  of  battle.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  with  forces  thus  matched  General  Johnston  was  endeavor- 
ing to  hold  a mountainous  district  of  our  own  country  with  numerous 
fortified  positions,  while  the  enemy  was  in  the  midst  of  a hostile  popu- 
lation and  with  along  line  of  communications  to  guard,  it  is  evident  that 
it  was  not  the  want  of  men  or  means  which  caused  tbe  disastrous  failure 
of  his  campaign.  My  opinion  of  General  Johnston’s  unfitness  for  com- 
mand has  ripened  slowly  and  against  my  inclinations  into  a conviction 
so  settled  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  again  to  feel  confidence  in 
him  as  the  commander  of  an  army  in  the  field.  The  power  to  assign 
generals  to  apjiropriate  duties  is  a function  of  trust  confided  to  me  by 
my  countrymen.  That  trust  I have  ever  been  ready  to  resign  at  my 
country’s  call,  but  while  I hold  it,  nothing  shall  induce  me  to  shrink 
from  its  responsibilities  or  to  violate  the  obligations  it  imposes. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Charlotte,  March  2^  1865. 

(Deceived  12.45.) 

Hon.  J.  0.  Breckinridoe: 

Governor  Vance  objects  to  alteration  of  gauge  of  North  Carolina 
road  northeast  of  Salisbury  He  does  not  wish  connection  broken 
with  the  road  west  of  that  jdace.  What  are  your  wishes? 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

* 8ee  Voi.  XXXV 111,  Fart  111,  p.  612. 
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State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh^  March  2^  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  has  been  received,  giving  me  the  distressing 
intelligence  of  the  increase  of  desertion  from  our  armies.  1 had  heard 
from  other  sources  of  this  defection  of  our  troops  and  was  already  too 
well  aware  that  the  cause  of  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  general  public 
despondency.  I inaugurated  a series  of  public  meetings  in  this  State, 
by  my  recent  proclamation,  for  the  purpose  of  reviving  public  senti- 
ment, and  though  many  have  been  held  and  many  more  will  be 
held,  yet  the  near  and  triumphant  approach  of  the  enemy  has 
so  alarmed  the  timid  and  so  engrossed  the  loyal  in  preparation 
for  his  coming,  that  I fear  they  will  hardly  have  their  proper 
effect.  1 have  myself  been  so  busy  in  trying  to  organize  my  militia 
and  secure  my  vast  public  stores  that  I have  only  been  able  to 
address  the  licople  at  two  or  three  points.  Rest  assured,  however, 
general,  that  I am  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  crisis,  and 
whatever  man  can  do  in  my  situation  shall  be  done.  I shall  now  order 
out  in  every  county  that  class  of  the  home  guard  not  subject  to  duty 
in  the  held,  and  put  them  to  work  arresting  deserters.  In  many  coun- 
ties, however,  they  are  necessarily  inefficient  from  the  great  number  of 
the  deserters  and  the  natural  fear  of  the  destruction  of  their  property, 
&c.  If  you  could  send  me  as  many  as  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  by 
quartering  them  in  the  midst  of  these  disaffected  districts  and  forag- 
ing upon  the  friends  of  the  deserters,  they  could  not  only  arrest  many, 
but  could  recruit  themselves  and  horses,  restore  conhdence,  and  inspire 
with  courage  the  local  forces.  I earnestly  recommend  this  action, 
general,  and  think  in  the  long  run  it  would  uot  weaken  your  army.  I 
think  our  people  will  respond  liberally  to  the  appeal  for  supplies, 
which  I have  just  published  this  morning  at  the  instance  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  The  first  answer  made  to  it,  two  hours  after  its  appear- 
ance in  the  morning  papers,  was  from  a poor  widow  of  this  city,  who, 
hard  pressed  to  live  in  these  distressing  times,  as  I know  she  is,  came 
yet  to  offer  me  two  pieces  of  bacon  and  a barrel  of  meal.  Such  offer- 
ings, on  the  sacred  altar  of  country,  hallow  our  cause,  and  I hope  will 
secure  God’s  blessing  upon  it. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

Z.  B.  YANCE. 

P.  S. — I send  you  a copy  of  my  appeal  to  the  people  of  my  State. 

Z.  B.  Y. 


Charlotte,  March  2,  1865. 
His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Yance,  Raleigh^  N.  C. : 

I find  that  not  the  War  Department  but  General  Beauregard  ordered 
the  widening  of  the  railroad.  I consider  the  extension  of  the  work  to 
Danville  a military  necessity. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters, 

March  2^  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

I have  notified  Governor  Yance  that  the  Quartermaster-General  and 
I both  deem  very  important  that  the  widening  of  the  gauge  should  con- 
tinue to  Danville  if  possible. 


R.  E.  LEE. 
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[March  2,  1865. — For  Jolinston  to  Lee,  reporting  operations,  &c., 
see  Part  I,  p.  1052.] 


Kichmond,  March  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding : 

Major  Jolinston  of  my  department  reported  three  days  ago  from 
Salisbury  that  he  was  waiting  first  train  for  Charlotte  to  report  to  you. 
I beg  you  to  take  all  transportation  in  the  country  under  military 
necessity. 

A.  H.  COLE, 

Major &c. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

NTo.  51.  ( Richmond^  March  1865, 

* # # # * * * 

XXI.  Paragraph  XL,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  48,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office,  current  series,  is  so  amended  as  to  read : Paragraph 
II,  General  Orders,  Xo.  6,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 
February  14,  1865,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Pillow, 
Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  report  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
commanding,  &c.,  for  assignment  to  the  duty  of  collecting  and  for- 
warding to  their  proper  commands  all  absentees  from  the  armies  of  the 
Confederate  States  who  may  be  found  west  of  the  Savannah  Eiver. 
**##**# 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Unio7iville,  8.  C.,  March  1865. 

Major-General  Lorinh: 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  com- 
mand at  sunrise  to-morrow  to  Scaife’s  Ferry,  on  Broad  River.  Should 
you  find  everything  there  in  readiness,  you  will  cross  your  command  at 
once.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Sevier  will  either  direct  the  routeDr  send  you 
a guide. 

Respectfully, 


W.  D.  GALE, 
Assistayit  Adjutant-  Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters, 
Uiiionville,  8.  C.,  March  .2,  1865. 

Major-General  Cheatham: 

Lieutenant-General  Stewart  directs  that  you  move  your  command  in 
the  morning,  as  soon  as  you  will  have  three  days’  cooked  rations  ready, 
to  Scaife’s  Ferry,  on  Broad  River. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

W.  D.  GALE, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 

83  R R — VOL  XLVII,  PT  11 
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Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler: 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  1865—7,40  a.  m. 


General:  General  Hampton  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  dispatches  of  4.35  and  8.10  yesterday.*  He  deems  it  best  that 
you  should  move  around  to  the  left,  to  get  in  the  front  and  on  that  flank 
of  the  enemy.  He  desires  you  to  move  across  to  the  Eocky  Eiver  road 
this  morning  as  soon  as  you  can  get  in  motion,  and  the  information  you 
will  obtain  then  will  determine  the  best  route  to  pursue  from  that  point. 
General  Hampton  will  follow  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


He  desires  you  to  leave  a party  to  follow  the  rear  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Wadesborough  road  to  pick  up  stragglers  and  worry  the  enemy. 
You  can  recall  your  pickets  from  below,  as  the  general  deems  them 
now  unnecessary. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  B.  McC. 


Have  you  any  report  from  the  Third  Alabama,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eobius,  who  was  sent  over  to  the  Eocky  Eiver  road  last  evening'? 


[March  2, 1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan  (two  dispatches),  report- 
ing operations,  see  Part  I,  p.  1123.] 


Goldsborough,  March  2^  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Richmond,  Va. : 

I find  Colonel  Childs  has  allowed  a press  dispatch  to  go  from  Fayette- 
ville which  gives  Sherman’s  position,  and  will  do  us  injury.  I suggest 
the  Eichmond  and  Petersburg  papers  be  not  allowed  to  publish  it. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  2,  1865 — 3 iJ.  m. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Near  Wilmington,  N.  C.: 

Enemy  is  reported  moving  eastwardly  from  Lancaster  and  Camden ; 
destination  whether  Cheraw  or  Florence  not  determined.  Hardee  will 
fall  back  on  Fayetteville  if  hard  pressed.  Would  you  be  able  to  form 
timely  junction  there  with  him  and  other  forces  to  give  battle  to  Sher- 
man and  then  to  Schofield? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Goldsborough,  March  2, 1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charlotte,  N.  C.: 

If  assured  that  the  junction  will  be  made,  and  a battle  delivered 
immediately  thereafter,  1 can  join  at  point  indicated  on  three  days’ 
notice,  with  6,000  men.  Any  delay  would  expose  this  whole  region  to 
devastation  and  the  cai)ital  to  destruction. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


See  Part  I,  pp.  1122, 1123. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  2^  1865—9.40  p.  m. 
General  Braxton  Brago, 

Near  Wilmington^  N.  C.  : 

The  movement  of  Sherman  indicates  with  certainty  an  advance  on 
Oheraw;  theoce  he  will  doubtless  move  forward  upon  Fayetteville. 
Hampton  and  Hardee  will  oppose  him  as  stoutly  and  as  long  as  practi- 
cable. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGAKD. 


Goldsborough,  March  2,  1865. 

Doctor  Fretwell: 

(Care  of  General  Eains,  Bichmond.) 

Wanted  here  immediately  with  all  torpedoes  on  hand.  No  boats  can 
be  procured  here. 

L.  S.  BAKEB, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Goldsborough,  March  2^  1865, 


General  Hoke, 

Eoclcjlsh  Creek: 

Torpedo  man  in  Bichmond  has  been  telegraphed  for. 

ABCHEB  ANDEBSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


, Goldsborough,  March  2, 1865. 

Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 

We  have  reliable  information  up  to  yesterday.  Enemy  had  made  no 
movement  up  Cape  Fear.  Communicate  to  General  Hardee. 

ABCHEB  ANDEBSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  2,  1865, 

Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville,  N,  C. : 

Telegraphic  information  as  to  position  and  movements  of  enemy  is 
calculated  to  do  us  great  injury,  and  in  General  Bragg’s  opinion  should 
not  be  sent  exceiit  in  official  dispatches. 

ABCHEB  ANDEBSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 
Telegraph  movements  of  enemy. 


Goldsborough,  March  2,  1865. 


Send  dispatch  by  courier. 
ABCHEB  ANDEBSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[March  3, 1865. — From  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  reporting  operations  in 
South  Carolina,  see  Part  I,  p.  1045.1 
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Charlotte,  March  3,  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

Indications  are  that  the  enemy  will  go  to  Fayetteville,  as  you  surmise. 
I suggest  that  all  troops  within  reach  should  be  under  the  same  com- 
mander, and,  therefore,  ordered  to  obey  me. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Eichmond,  March  5,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Can  you  not  hasten  march  of  Stewart  and  Cheatham  ^ Do  not  under- 
stand from  your  dispatch  whether  enemy  is  moving  upon  Cheraw  or 
Florence.  If  latter,  he  may  return  to  coast;  if  former,  may  go  to 
Fayetteville,  when  by  union  with  Bragg  you  might  attack  to  advantage. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Charlotte,  March  3,  1865. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleighy  V.  C. : 

To  make  a prompt  movement  to  meet  the  enemy  threatening  your 
capital,  I need  fifty  additional  good  wagons  and  teams  to  transport 
supplies.  To  meet  the  emergency  will  you  assist  me  by  having  them 
collected  from  the  vicinity  of  Ealeigh  and  Smithfield  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Greensborough,  March  3.  1865. 

Capt.  C.  C.  McPhail, 

General  Johnston’’ s Staff: 

Every  effort  shall  be  made  to  have  cars  at  Salisbury  in  required  time. 
Will  telegraph  you  again  to-night. 

S.  E.  CHISMAN, 

Major  and  Quartermaster. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  52.  ] Richmond.)  March  J,  1865. 

# # # * * * * 

X.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Mercer,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  relieved 
from  present  assignment,  and  will  report  for  duty  to  Maj.  Gen.  Howell 
Cobb,  commanding,  &c.,  Eeserves  of  Georgia. 

* * # . * * # * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

[Alarch]  J,  1865.  (Via  Fayetteville  4th.) 

General  Johnston: 

General  : The  enemy  changed  position  yesterday.  Advanced  on 
Chesterfield  Court-House  and  crossed  Thompson’s  Creek  above  that 


Chap.  LIX.J 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


1317 


point  late  in  the  afternoon.  I am  evacuating  Clieraw  and  shall  move 
to  Eockingham,  where  I hope  to  receive  your  instructions.  General 
Butler  thinks  army  of  Sherman  is  moving  on  this  place  or  on  Kock- 
ingham. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Chesterfield,  S.  C.,  March  3,  1865—3  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Alex.  P.  Stewart, 

(jommanding  Army  of  Tennessee: 

General  : I met  my  scouts  here  who  have  been  fifteen  or  twenty  miles 
forward.  Their  report  concurs  with  other  reports,  that  the  enemy  has 
all  crossed  the  Catawba  Eiver,  and  it  is  reported  that  they  have  halted 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lancaster.  1 find  no  troops  here;  everything  has 
moved  to  Charlotte.  I find  no  forage  or  commissary  stores  here.  Gen- 
eral, if  the  emergency  for  me  to  move  is  not  too  demanding,  I would 
respectfully  ask  permission  to  remain  at  this  place  to-morrow,  the  4th, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  some  of  my  horses  of  my  regiment  shod,  of 
which  1 stand  greatly  in  need  as  the  most  of  my  horses  are  barefoot 
and  very  tender.  I shall  expect  orders  from  you  by  the  bearer. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  BIZZELL, 

Captain^  Commanding  Third  Arkansas  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Lee’s  Corps, 

Charlotte.)  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

In  pursuance  of  Special  Field  Orders,  headquarters  Military  Divis- 
ion of  the  West,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  John- 
son’s division,  in  Lee’s  corps,  and  in  virtue  of  his  rank  as  senior 
major-general  also  of  the  corps  itself. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

ALajor-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Alarch  3,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

My  Dear  General:  Your  letter  was  received  last  evening,  and  I 
will  inquire  into  the  matters  you  speak  about,  letting  you  know  the 
result  of  my  investigations.  The  enemy  are  still  moving  toward  Ches- 
terfield. The  Fourteenth  Corps  is  following  the  three  others,  whose 
position  was  given  to  you  by  General  Butler  in  his  last  dispatch.  The 
cavalry  is  on  the  Landsford  and  Wadesborough  road,  and  I propose  to 
attack  them  as  soon  as  Wheeler  gets  up.  Can  you  not  get  the  troops 
from  Charlotte  over  to  join  Hardee?  They  might  march  rapidly  on 
this  road,  which  will  be  covered  by  the  cavalry,  and  then  join  him. 
Jf  all  the  infantry  can  be  put  together  we  can  punish  Sherman  greatly, 
for  his  troops  are  much  scattered.  You  gave  me  no  orders  as  to  report- 
ing, so  I have  continued  to  report  to  General  Beauregard. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours. 


WADE  HAMPTON. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry, 
Doctor  Lowrips  House,  March  3,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Geu.  J.  Wheeler  : 

General:  General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  informed 
that  the  wagons  are  still  on  the  other  side  of  Lane’s  Creek.  He  thinks 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  wagons  to  keep  up  with  us,  as  we 
will  have  to  make  a rapid  march  to  get  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  he 
thinks  that  they  had  better  be  left  under  small  guard  at  some  safe 
point,  or  sent  back  to  the  railroad  where  they  can  forage,  and  join  us 
at  some  future  time.  General  H.  says  that  if  you  think  you  can  bring 
the  wagons  along  you  can  do  so,  but  he  does  not  think  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  do  so.  Please  give  the  necessary  orders  to  place  them  in 
safety,  and  inform  General  Hampton  what  is  your  decision.  You  will 
need  a few  ordnance  wagons. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 
Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell,  Fort  Mills,  S.  C. : 

General  Wheeler  is  east  of  Lancaster  Court-House.  You  will,  if  not 
otherwise  ordered,  move  to  that  point  and  report,  to  General  Wheeler 
without  delay.  A party  of  fifty  mounted  men  is  reported  to  be  depre- 
dating on  the  country  along  the  line  of  railroad  between  this  place  and 
Fort  Mills.  You  will  have  these  men  arrested,  disarmed,  and  sent  here 
under  guard.  They  are  reported  to  belong  to  cavalry.  See  to  this  and 
move  as  ordered. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  March  3,  1865. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Goldshorough : 

Is  it  not  probable  that  Sherman  and  Schofield  will  attempt  to  unite? 
Could  you  not  in  such  event  interpose  between  the  latter  and  Hardee, 
delaying  his  march?  Please  inform  me  at  Baleigh  where  your  troops 
are. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


State  of  North  Carolina, 

Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  March  J,  1865. 

General  B.  Bragg,  Goldshorough,  Y.  C.  : 

General:  I hope  you  will  induce  all  slave  owners  in  Duplin,  New 
Hanover,  and  Onslow  to  remove  immediately  all  able-bodied  slaves  in 
this  direction,  and  will  afford  them  all  necessary  aid  in  so  doing.  If 
necessary  I will  sustain  you  in  removing  by  force  all  such  slaves  as 
will  likely  afford  recruits  to  the  enemy.  If  the  owners  cannot  support 
them  the  Government  can  usefully  employ  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Z.  B.  YANCE. 
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Goldsborough,  March  <5,  1865. 

Golouel  Childs, 

Fayetteville^  N.  C. : 

Suspend  removal  of  subsistence  and  forage  and  collect  all  yon  pos- 
sibly can  at  P'ayetteville.  Did  yon  correct  tirst  false  report  of  enemy’s 
advance  up  ^yest  bank  to  General  Hardee  ? 

AKOHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  3, 1865. 

Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 

Allow  no  telegrams  conveying  military  information  to  be  sent  except 
officially. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Goldsborough,  March  5,  1865. 

Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 

In  future  telegraph  all  reports  from  General  Hardee  direct  to  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  as  well  as  here. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Goldsborough,  March  3,  1865. 

Col.  George  A.  Cunningham, 

Raleigh : 

Reconnoiter  shortest  road  from  Morrisville  to  terminus  Coal  Fields 
railway,  leading  from  Fayetteville.  Report  immediately  condition  and 
what  repairs  needed.  Rest  of  party  must  go  to  Greensborough. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  3,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  commence  widening  the  gauge  of  the 
road  between  Danville  and  Greensborough  to  prevent  delay  in  trans- 
portation of  trooiis  and  supplies?  It  ought  to  be  done  in  eight  days  at 
farthest. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Salisbury,  March  4,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

I am  on  my  way  to  Hardee  via  Fayetteville.  Lee’s  corps  will  start 
today  by  rail  by  the  same  route,  and  Stewart  and  Cheatham  from 
Chester  to-morrow.  General  Beauregard  will  bring  them  on. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
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Eichmond,  March  4,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Assume  command  of  all  troops  in  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
except  those  from  this  army  arresting  deserters.  General  Bragg 
informed. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Ealeigh,  March  4,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Charlotte,  N.  C. : 

I can  have  fifty  wagons,  mostly  two-horse,  by  this  day  week,  if  you 
will  give  authority  to  impress  a few  country  wagons  for  post  duty. 
State  has  no  authority  to  impress. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  53.  ) Richmond,  March  4,  1865. 

#*#*### 

XX.  Paragraph  XXXIII,  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General’s  Office,  current  series,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  E.  M.  Law,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is  assigned  with  the  cavalry 
under  General  Wade  Hampton’s  command. 

###**#* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Eockingham,  S.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

General  Johnston: 

General  : The  enemy  pressed  us  closely  yesterday  morning,  on 
leaving  Cheraw,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  bridge  over 
the  river  was  destroyed.  It  was,  however,  efiectively  destroyed,  but 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  laying  a pontoon,  and  at  last  accounts  (9.30 
this  morning)  had  crossed  a brigade.  Most  of  my  command  will  reach 
this  place  to-night.  I brought  oft'  all  of  the  supplies  that  my  transpor- 
tation, which  is  in  a wretched  condition,  could  admit  of.  In  obedience 
to  General  Beauregard’s  instructions  of  24th  ultimo,  I shall  move 
toward  Greensborough  to-morrow.  I had  made  arrangements  to  move 
by  Fayetteville,  but  received  a dispatch  from  General  Bragg  stating 
that  Schofield  was  moving  up  the  west  bank  of  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  His 
dispatch  contradicting  this  report  was  not  received  until  yesterday, 
when  my  troops  and  trains  were  moving  on  the  Eockingham  road,  and 
I had  ordered  the  destruction  of  all  bridges  on  the  Fayetteville  road. 
Sherman,  I think,  will  march  to  Fayetteville,  to  form  a junction  with 
Schofield  and  to  obtain  supplies. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Lien  tena  n t-  Genera  1. 
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Near  Greensborough,  N.  G., 

March  4,  1865. 

Lieuteuaut-General  Hardee, 

Fayetteville : 

(Care  Colonel  Childs.) 

I am  on  the  way  to  join  you.  In  the  meantime  keep  before  the  enemy 
and  endeavor  to  impede  his  march.  Tennessee  troops  are  on  the  way. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Div*  of  the  West, 

No.  11.  ( Charlotte^  F.  (7.,  March  J,  1865. 

^ ****** 

V.  Stewart’s  and  Cheatham’s  corps,  with  any  troops  of  Lee’s  corps. 
Army  of  Tennessee,  that  may  arrive  at  Chester,  S.  C.,  will  proceed  by 
rail  to  Smithfield,  N.  C.,  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  moving  from  Ches- 
ter, S.  C.,  with  baggage,  &c.,  complete  and  three  days’  cooked  rations. 
Five  days’  rations  in  bulk,  for  issue  to  the  troops  when  needed,  will  be 
drawn  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  as  the  troops  pass.  Artillery,  wagons,  and 
animals  will  also  be  shipped  by  rail.  No  reshipment  will  take  place 
in  Charlotte,  N . C.  The  troops  should  move  well  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Mil.  Hiv.  of  the  West, 

No.  12.  ) Charlotte,  A.  (7.,  March  4,  1865. 

For  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  providing  for  the  prompt  restora- 
tion to  their  several  regiments,  battalions,  and  companies,  all  absentees 
from  Lee’s,  Stewart’s,  and  Cheatham’s  corps,  the  following  measures 
will  be  taken  without  delay : 

First.  Brigadier-General  Mackall,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  in  addition 
to  his  other  duties,  is  specially  charged  with  the  general  supervision  of 
the  service  involved,  his  headquarters  being  at  Macon,  Ga.,  and  he 
will  take  all  practicable  steps  to  recall  to  their  colors  all  who  are 
absent  from  any  other  cause  than  actual  disability  for  held  service  or 
on  properly  granted  furloughs.  To  this  end  he  will  establish  camps  at 
Columbus,  Atlanta,  Albany,  Macon,  and  Augusta,  Ga.,  Montgomery, 
Selma,  and  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  at  Jackson,  Macon,  and  Columbus,  Miss., 
and  such  other  points  as  may  be  found  expedient,  to  which  absentees 
living  in  the  vicinities,  respectively,  shall  be  required  to  repair  and 
report,  and  to  which  will  be  sent  all  those  who  may  be  collected  by 
neighboring  enrolling  officers  who  will  be  called  on  to  give  assistance 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Conscript  Bureau.  He  will  also  require 
all  officers  and  men  to  repair  to  the  nearest  rendezvous  appointed,  who 
may  be  absent  by  any  authority  less  than  that  of  these  headquarters, 
or  of  the  commander  of  the  Department  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
East  Louisiana,  in  which  case  he  will  make  a requisition  for  such 
absentees  upon  that  commander,  to  whom  he  will  communicate  a copy 
of  these  orders,  with  a request  for  the  necessary  orders  to  enable  him 
to  execute  his  duties  within  the  limits  of  that  command. 
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Second.  All  officers  and  men  collected  at  the  several  rendezvous 
established  under  these  orders^  south  and  west  of  Montgomery,  Ala., 
will  be  concentrated  .as  soon  as  practicable  at  that  place,  and  those 
brought  together  in  Georgia  will  be  assembled  at  Augusta.  They  will 
there  be  formed  into  temporary  companies  of  sixty  i)rivates,  and  into 
battalions  of  eight  companies  each;  will  be  clothed,  armed,  and 
equipped  as  well  as  practicable  and  sent  forward  without  delay  to  the 
army  in  the  field. 

Third.  Corps  commanders  will  cause  consolidated  descriptive  lists  to 
be  made  out  at  once  and  sent  in  to  these  headquarters  of  all  absentees 
from  their  commands,  which  shall  also  indicate,  in  the  column  of 
remarks,  as  accurately  as  may  be,  the  place  of  residence  or  home 
vicinage  of  each  individual  absentee. 

Fourth.  Officers  will  be  detailed  from  each  corps  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  Macon  to  report  to  General  Mackall  to  assist  either  as  com- 
mandants of  the  camps  of  rendezvous,  or  in  such  other  ways  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  provided  for  in  these  orders  as  General  Mackall 
may  direct. 

These  officers  should  be  selected  with  a view  to  special  fit  ness  for  the 
duty  and  should  be  impressed  with  the  vital  importance  to  this  army 
of  the  most  active  performance  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  them. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

Augusta^  March  4.  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Charlotte,  N.  C. : 

General:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
comni unication  of  the  20th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  troops  and  trains 
at  Augusta,  on  the  27th  ultimo.  It  was  brought  by  Captain  Hazzard, 
not  Lieutenant  Trenholm,  who  has  not  yet  reported.  I was  there- 
fore in  the  dark  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  army  and  affairs 
which  Lieutenant  Trenholm  was  charged  to  communicate.  The  orders 
and  instructions  embraced  in  your  letter  have  all  been  carried  out. 
The  troops  arriving  here  are  being  organized  and  equipped,  and  would 
have  moved  forward,  in  pursuance  to  your  instructions  from  Charlotte 
of  the  24th  ultimo,  to  General  Hill,  received  on  the  2d  instant,  but  the 
non-arrival  of  army  trains  and  stores  prevented.  The  trains  are 
detained  at  Milledgeville  in  consequence  of  the  high  freshet  in  the 
Oconee,  which  has  caused  the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  removed.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  to  hurry  them  up,  iu  order  that  they  can  move  with 
the  troops.  Your  comaiunication  of  the  13th  ultimo,  directing  me  to 
report  with  others  of  the  staff',  was  not  received  until  the  2d  instant. 
I had  made  preparations  to  leave  this  morning,  but  last  night  your 
orders  to  General  Young  of  the  27th  ultimo  were  received,  by  which  I 
am  directed  to  remain  here.  General  Young  is  preparing  to  carry  out 
his  instructions,  but  will  be  delayed  for  want  of  i)ontoon  train.  This  was 
detained  at  Macon,  iu  pursuance  of  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Taylor  and  General  M.  L.  Smith.  I send  telegrams  on  this  subject 
for  your  information. 

In  pursuance  of  youi*  letter  of  the  24th,  orders  have  been  issued  to 
the  staff’  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  to  report  to  General  Joseph  E.  John- 
ston at  Charlotte.  Major-General  Elzey,  chief  of  artillery,  will  remain 
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here  with  the  light  batteries.  I would  respectfully  suggest  that  it 
would  be  well,  under  existing  circumstances,  that  the  larger  portion 
be  removed  to  some  interior  point,  not  onlj^  on  account  of  safety,  but 
for  convenience  to  forage,  &c.  After  the  departure  of  General  Young 
and  the  trains  and  troops  of  the  army  Augusta  will  be  uncovered. 
Nothing  will  be  left  but  Cummiiig^s  small  brigade  of  Georgia  Eeserves 
and  Browne’s  Eeserves.  On  the  28th  [25th]  instant  Governor  Brown  sent 
a dispatch  to  General  Fry,  notifying  that  he  intended  withdrawing  his 
militia 5 and  on  Sunday,  the  2Gth,  without  any  notification,  the  militia 
abandoned  the  lines  and  left.  I telegraphed  Governor  Brown  on  the 
subject,  but  received  no  answer.  I send  you  copy  of  communication 
from  him  to  you  on  this  subject.  In  this  state  of  affairs  it  would  be 
better  to  remove  the  artillery.  All  the  artillery  companies  left  in 
Mississippi  have  gone  to  Mobile,  under  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Taylor,  except  five  companies  sent  to  Demopolis.  The  order  for  its 
reorganization  General  Elzey  informs  me  he  did  not  receive,  and  was 
not  aware  of  its  existence  until  1 called  his  attention  to  it  and  gave  him 
a copy.  The  railroad  has  been  completed  to  Atlanta  from  West  Point, 
and  I have  directed  Major  Hottle  to  transfer  his  force  to  the  east  of  it 
and  work  eastwardly,  until  he  meets  Captain  Grant.  Captain  Grant 
reports  that  he  cannot  complete  the  work  until  the  middle  of  April. 
The  bridge  over  the  Alcony  will  be  finished  in  ten  days.  I should  be 
glad  to  have  your  views  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  stores  to  be  kept 
on  hand  in  this  section,  and  the  best  points  for  their  location;  what 
lines  of  route  are  most  likely  to  become  important,  in  order  that  repairs 
may  be  looked  after.  Under  existing  circumstances,  the  route  from 
Washington  to  Abbeville  seems  to  have  lost  some  of  its  value.  The 
reconnaissance  of  that  route  shows  the  dirt  road  to  be  very  bad  and 
at  present  impracticable.  I would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  gauge  of  the  West  Point  and  Montgomery  road  is  the  narrow  one. 
It  is  highly  important  that  this  be  remedied.  There  is  no  commanding 
officer  at  Columbia,  and  great  confusion  exists  there.  Beyond  there  is 
no  courier-line.  I have  ordered  Colonel  Eudler  to  that  place  as  com- 
mandant, with  instructions  to  establish  a through  line. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  4,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster.,  Chester,  8.  G.: 

Troops,  wagons,  artillery,  and  caissons  must  move  from  Chester  to 
Salisbury  Avithout  reshipment  at  this  place.  Trains  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible.  Eemain  at  Chester  until  troops  commence  leaving 
and  things  are  working  systematically,  and  then  proceed  to  Salisbury 
and  arrange  there,  and  push  them  ahead  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Is 
Ayer  with  General  Stewart? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


[March  4,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan  (three  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  see  Part  I,  p.  1124.J 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  1865 — 8.25  p.  m. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Grigsby, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel:  Major-General  Wheeler  desires  you  to  take  the  wagons  to 
some  point  north  of  the  latitude  of  Wadesborough.  It  is  reported  the 
enemy  are  moving  on  Wadesborough  and  will  be  there  with  infantry 
to-morrow.  We  are  just  turning  in  direction  of  Wadesborough. 
Eespectfullv,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  4,  1865 — 9.15  p.  m. 

Col.  J.  W.  Grigsby, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  : I wrote  you  a few  minutes  since  to  move  with  the  trains 
to  some  point  north  of  the  latitude  of  Wadesborough.  Major-General 
Wheeler  now  directs  that  you  move  with  them  to  Lanesborough.  After 
getting  to  that  point  you  will  move  with  the  trains  in  a northeasterly 
direction,  leaving  Wadesborough  to  the  right.  Keep  a lookout,  and 
report  any  information  you  may  hear  of  the  enemy.  You  will  organize 
the  men  so  as  to  defend  the  train  if  attacked. 

Eespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 
lAeutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


Goldsborough,  March  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  F.  Hoke, 

Duplin  Road: 

It  was  intended  to  concentrate  Sheppard’s  train  only  at  Warsaw. 
Continue  to  use  your  own  train,  as  you  yesterday  telegraphed  Major 
Cameron  you  were  doing,  but  at  same  time  keep  it  available  to  aid  in 
transporting  from  Warsaw  the  supxdies  there  being  collected,  in  event 
of  a movement  as  indicated  in  Major  Cameron’s  telegram  to  you  yes- 
terday. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Eichmond,  March  J,  1865. 

General  Johnston: 

Endeavor  to  sui^ply  your  army  by  collecting  subsistence  through  the 
country.  That  at  depots  is  necessary  for  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


• Eichmond,  March  5, 1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

In  moving  troops  on  North  Carolina  Eailroad  please  do  not  inter- 
rupt transportation  of  suj^plies  to  this  army. 


E.  E.  LEE. 
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March  5, 1865. 

[General  Johnston:] 

The  point  of  uniting  with  General  Bragg,  as  well  as  the  force  of  the 
enemy  against  which  to  operate,  must  be  determined  by  you.  I wish 
you  to  act  as  you  think  best. 

Bi.  B.  LBB. 


Charlotte,  K.  C.,  March  5, 1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg j Va.: 

In  absence  of  General  Johnston  I report  that  three  brigades  of 
Stewart’s  corps  left  Chesterville  at  11  o’clock  to-day.  The  rest  of  his 
corps  and  Cheatham’s  will  arrive  there  to-day  in  time  to  follow  move- 
ment of  Stevenson’s  corps  from  here,  and  as  rapidly  as  railroad  trans- 
portation will  permit. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Charlotte,  jST.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

General  Johnston: 

General  Hampton  reports  from  near  White’s  Store  at  9 p.  m.  yester- 
day that  Fourteenth  Corps  is  moving  on  Wadesborough,  and  Twentieth 
Corps  on  a road  to  its  right.  Prisoners  say  they  expect  to  reach  Wades- 
borough to-night. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 

(Same  to  General  E.  E.  Lee.) 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865 — 12  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Baleighy  A.  C. : 

Three  brigades  of  Stewart’s  corps  left  Chesterville  at  11  to-day.  The 
rest  of  his  corps  and  Cheatham’s  will  arrive  there  to-day  in  time  to  fol- 
low movement  of  Stevenson’s  corps  from  here. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


.General  Johnston: 


Fayetteville,  March  5,  1865. 


I respectfully  suggest  that  from  Page’s  Depot  to  Avon’s  Ferry,  thence 
to  Jonesborough,  thence  to  Fayetteville  by  Wilmington  Railroad,  is  the 
shortest  route  to  Fayetteville  from  North  Carolina  Railroad.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  have  six  large  flats  at  ferry. 

F.  L.  CHILDS, 
Colonel j Commanding. 


Richmond,  March  5,  1865. 

Col.  J.  M.  Kennard  : 

Major  Sloan  has  some  supplies  at  Raleigh.  Send  an  energetic  mes- 
senger after  your  ammunition.  Let  him  report  to  Colonel  Rains,  to 
whom  I have  sent  instructions  about  cartridges.  Y anderford  was  lately 
assigned  as  your  assistant  at  Tupelo. 


5.  GORGAS, 
Chief  of  Ordnance. 
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Kichmond,  March  5,  1865. 

Major  Moore: 

The  subsistence  already  collected  and  in  the  depots  of  North  Caro- 
lina must  not  be  issued  or  retained  for  General  Johnston’s  army.  You 
must  subsist  it  from  the  country  likely  to  be  overrun  by  the  enemy. 
The  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  requires  every  pound  of  subsistence 
now  collected  and  all  that  be  made  available  for  shipment  for  Virginia 
over  and  above  your  absolute  wants.  Eeply. 

I.  M.  ST.  JOHN. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

General 'A.  P.  Stevtart, 

Chester,  8.  C. : 

Instructions  have  been  sent  you.  You  will  move  when  you  can  pass 
through  here  to  Salisbury,  thus  avoiding  reshipment  at  this  place. 
Instructions  sent  by  Surgeon  Darby. 

J.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Chesterville,  8.  G.,  March  5,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Otey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Charlotte,  V.  C.: 

Cheatham’s  corps  has  4,697  men,  44  wagons  and  ambulances,  14 
pieces  of  artillery,  7 caissons,  and  412  animals.  Stewart’s  corps  has 
1,694  men,  22  wagons  and  ambulances,  6 pieces  of  artillery,  2 caissons, 
and  238  animals.  Captain  Steele,  engineer  of  General  Wheeler’s  com- 
mand, came  with  me  to  this  place.  Knowing  nothing  else  to  do  with 
him,  will  bring  him  along.  He  has  185  men,  4 wagons,  and  57  animals. 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton: 

(Care  of  General  Hardee,  Cheraw,  via  Fayetteville,  N.  C.) 

Your  train  and  Butler’s  move  to-morrow  morning,  via  Albemarle,  ’ 
Troy,  Carthage,  and  Fayetteville. 

J.  M.  OTEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  5,  1865—12.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler: 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  at  White’s 
house,  about  eight  miles  from  Wadesborongh.  Law  has  gone  into 
camp  beyond  here  and  will  picket  toward  W adesborough  and  will  send 
out  scouts  to  endeavor  to  locate  the  enemy.  He  is  ordered  to  be  ready 
to  move  at  daylight.  General  Hampton  desires  you  to  close  up  every- 
thing on  this  road  and  camp  wherever  you  can  find  forage.  He  is  informed 
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tRat  there  is  a large  quantity  of  corn  at  Mr.  Scales’,  probably  enough 
for  your  whole  command.  General  Hampton  desires  you  to  be  ready 
to  move  in  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  He  desires  to  push  into  Wades- 
borough  if  possible,  and  wishes  that  you  would  endeavor  to  locate 
the  enemy  by  a few  good  scouts. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
Law  will  be  in  advance  in  the  morning. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  5,  1865 — 6.40  a.  m. 


Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler: 

General:  General  Hampton  directs  me  to  inquire  whether  General 
Allen  has  come  up  and  fed,  and  whether  you  have  any  information. 
Did  Humes  get  cornf 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Wadesborough,  March  5,  1865 — 4 p.  m, 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  I learn  from  citizens  that  the  only  place  we  can  ford  the 
river  is  at  Grassy  Island,  which  is  eleven  miles  from  this  place.  They 
state  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  forage  in  the  vicinity  of  Grassy 
Island.  Grassy  Island  is  twelve  miles  above  Sneedsborough.  The  fer- 
ries above  Sneedsborough  areas  follows:  First,  Haile’s,  five  miles  above; 
second.  Wall’s,  four  miles  above  Haile’s;  third,  Stanback’s,  ten  miles 
above  Wall’s  and  five  miles  above  Grassy  Island;  fourth,  Dumas’ 
Ferry,  five  miles  above  Stanback’s. 

Respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

ALarch  5,  1865. 

Col.  J.  Warren  Grtgsry, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Colonel:  Major-General  Wheeler  desires  you  to  move,  with  the 
trains,  to  Lanesborough  and  then  move  in  an  easterly  direction,  leaving 
Y^adesborough  to  right  and  cross  Pedee  River,  We  move  toward 
Y^adesborough  and  will  try  to  keep  between  you  and  the  enemy. 
You  must  keep  out  scouts  so  as  not  to  run  unawares  on  the  enemy. 
Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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Charlotte,  March  o,  1865. 

(Keceived  4 o’clock.) 

General  Cooper: 

Part  of  my  troops  are  with  General  Hardee  and  that  part  under 
commandant  of  prison  camps  scattered  over  two  States.  Will  you  order 
them  all  to  be  at  once  reported  back  to  me.  Shall  I remain  with  the 
army  or  return  with  reserves  to  South  Carolina f 

JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  A,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson, 

Salisbury^  W G. : 

Have  trains  unloaded  and  unblock  railroad  that  trains  may  leave 
here.  Furnish  agent  of  road  with  hands  and  buckets  to  supply  wood 
and  water  to  locomotives.  Please  give  your  special  attention  to  the 
unloading  and  loading  of  trains,  and  render  every  assistance.  Major 
Morfit  is  represented  as  being  a suitable  man. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  T.  Johnson, 

Salisbury^  N.  C. : 

Please  have  trains  unloaded  and  returned  here.  See  to  the  loading 
of  trains  going  to  Ealeigh  and  other  points  and  have  no  delay  at 
Salisbury. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson, 

Salisbury,  A.  (7.  : 

Ao  one  is  authorized  to  grant  leaves  of  absence  or  detach  officers  or 
men  except  Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard. 

J.  M.  OTEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  March  5,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President,  (kc. : 

Mr.  President  : This  military  department  having  been  merged  by 
the  General-in-Chief,  as  a natural  consequence  of  the  present  condition, 
in  the  command  of  General  Johnston,  it  fairly  terminates  the  temporary 
command  to  which  you  assigned  me.  For  this  and  other  reasons  which 
present  themselves  to  your  mind  as  forcibly  as  I could  express  them,  I 
beg  that  you  will  relieve  me  from  the  embarrassing  position.  I seek 
no  command  or  position,  and  only  desire  to  be  ordered  to  await  assign- 
ment to  duty  at  some  point  in  Georgia  or  Alabama.  The  circumstances 
constraining  me  to  make  this  request  are  painful  in  the  extreme,  but  I 
cannot  blindly  disregard  them.  You  will  find  many  abler  servants  to 
fill  my  place,  but  I feel  the  country  has  had  none  more  sincerely  devoted. 

I am,  dear  sir,  as  ever,  your  friend  and  servant, 

BEAXTOA  BEAGG. 
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Raleigh,  March  5,  1865. 

[General  Johnston:] 

In  a dispatch  just  received  from  General  Hardee  lie  says  lie  received 
a dispatch  from  me  saying  Schofield  was  moving  up  west  bank  of  Cape 
Fear.  I sent  no  such  dispatch.  On  the  contrary,  on  learning  Colonel 
Childs  had  given  such  information,  it  was  promptly  contradicted  by 
Colonel  Anderson,  and  General  Hardee  correctly  advised. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


General  Bragg: 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Rochmghamj  March  5,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 


! General  : I have  forwarded  your  dispatch  to  General  Hardee.  The 
rear  of  his  column  left  this  place  at  11  a.  m.  I will  remain  here 
to-night  with  one  brigade  cavalry.  The  enemy  crossed  at  Cheraw  yes- 
terday morning  and  drove  in  my  pickets  at  daylight,  two  miles  from 
the  river,  on  the  road  to  Fayetteville.  From  the  columns  of  smoke 
seen  below,  they  appear  to  be  marching  toward  Fayetteville.  The 
Fifteenth  Corps  was  at  Society  Hill  day  before  yesterday,  and  my 
impression  is  that  the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  will  cross  there, 
and  the  Twentieth  and  Fourteenth  at  Cheraw.  General  Hardee  is 
on  the  road  to  Ashborough.  Brigadier-General  Robertson  was  cut 
off  on  the  other  side  the  Pedee  with  a cavalry  brigade  and  will  cross 
on  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Railroad  bridge,  from  which  point 
he  has  been  or&red  to  Fayetteville.  If  you  can  communicate  with  him 
it  would  be  well  to  hurry  him  up.  He  has,  I think,  a battery  of  artil- 
lery, also.  Sherman,  I have  no  doubt,  is  making  for  Fayetteville. 

M.  C.  BUTLER, 

Major-  Geyieral. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

T.  J.  Sumner, 

Superintendent.,  Salisbury,  A.  C. ; 

If  saddles  and  sabers  have  not  left  Salisbury  keep  them  there. 
Captain  Lipscomb  will  be  there  in  a day  or  so. 

J.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5, 1865. 

T.  J.  Sumner, 

Superintendent,  Salisbury,  A.  C. : 

Please  give  your  special  attention  to  the  unloading  and  loading  of 
trains  that  they  may  return  here.  Call  on  General  Johnson  at  Salisbury 
for  assistance. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Chester,  S.  C. : 

Move  at  once  to  Salisbury  and  take  charge  of  transportation  of  troops 
and  material. 


84  R R — VOL  XLVII,  PT  11 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5, 1865, 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,,  Chesterville,  8.  C. : 

Are  Sharp’s  and  Brantly’s  brigades  with  Stewart’s  or  Cheatham’s 
troops  or  on  way  from  Augusta?  They  belong  to  Lee’s  corps. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  5,  1865—8  p.  m. 

Colonel  Crews, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade: 

(Care  of  General  Stewart  or  Cheatham,  Chesterville,  S.  0.) 

Cross  your  command  at  Catawba  railroad  bridge,  and  move,  via  Mon- 
roe, to  Eockingham  or  Fayetteville,  avoiding  Wadesborough,  where 
enemy  is  reported  to  be,  and  report  to  General  Hampton  or  Wheeler. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


General  J.  E.  Johnston: 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmo7idj  Va.,  March  6j  1865. 


A paper  in  regard  to  shipment  of  supplies  to  this  place,  with  indorse- 
ments by  General  Beauregard  and  yourself,  just  received.  Of  course 
your  army  must  be  fed,  but  it  is  desirable  to  have  its  supplies  collected, 
if  possible,  from  the  country  by  officers  serving  in  the  field.  When 
absolutely  necessary  to  use  supplies  collected  at  depots  by  the  commis- 
sary department  here,  please  direct  the  proper  officers  to  inform  Com- 
missary-General. General  Lee’s  army  is  in  a great  strait  for  provisions, 

JOHN  0.  BEECKINIHDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 


Fayetteville,  March  6,  1865. 

(Eeceived  9.15  7th.) 


Such  orders  as  you  direct  for  procuring  subsistence  for  this  army 
have  been  already  given. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Charlotte,  March  6,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Have  just  received  copy  of  telegram  to  you  from  Hardee,  saying  he  is 
moving  on  Greensborough.  He  has  not  received  instructions  of  24th 
ultimo.  He  should  be  recalled  at  once  to  Fayetteville  or  Ealeigh. 
Shall  troops  from  here  be  sent  to  Smithfield  or  Ealeigh?* 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  March  6,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Fayetteville,  X.  C.: 

To  save  time,  I have  sent  following  dispatch  from  here  and  Greens- 
borough to  General  Hardee,  on  road  from  Eockingham:  ‘‘March  at 
once  on  Fayetteville,  if  possible;  if  not,  then  on  Ealeigh.” 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 

*A8  received  l)y  .Johnston Unt  see  dispatch  as  recorded  in  Beauregard’s  tele- 
grams-sent  book,  under  date  of  March  7,  p.  1336. 
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Charlotte,  N.  0.,  March  6,  1865—8.45  p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville^  N.  G. : 

Hampton  reports,  at  5 p.  m.  yesterday,  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth 
Corps  it  Sneedsborough,  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  at  Cheraw;  each 
column  preparing  to  cross  river. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAKD. 


Fayetteville,  March  6‘,  1865 — 11.30  p.  m. 

General  Beauregard, 

Charlotte  : 

Dispatch  2 p.  m.  received.  I had  given  same  orders  to  General 
Hardee. 

J.  E.  JOPJNSTON, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  d,  1865. 

Captain  Goodman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster^  Salishtiry,  A.  C. : 

Obey  order  of  Quartermaster- General,  but  it  is  not  seen  by  your 
dispatch  why  you  cannot  comply  with  both  orders. 

J.  M.  OTEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  d,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Chester,  S.  G.: 

Come  here  on  first  train.  * 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 
Maj.  E.  Willis,  Roch  Hill,  iS.  C.  ; 

Needed  badly  at  Salisbury. 


JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  6j  1865. 

General  Bradley  T.  Johnson, 

Salisbury,  N.  C. : 

Direct  railroad  agent  to  send  the  trains  here  at  such  times  as  will 
not  delay  trains  going  from  here  to  Salisbury. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  6,  1865. 

Col.  A.  L.  Eives, 

Engineer  Bureau,  Richmoyid,  Va.: 

General  Gilmer  has  left  for  Richmond. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  7 [6f],  1865. 

Major  Chism  AN,  or 
Post  Quartermaster, 

Green  shoroughy  N.  C.  : 

Send  messenger  forthwitli  and  with  utmost  celerity  in  direction  of 
Kockiugham  with  copy  of  this  dispatch,*  directing  General  Hardee  to 
march  at  once  on  Fayetteville,  if  possible;  if  not,  then  on  Ealeigh. 
Answer  and  report  action, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  K.  C.,  March  6, 1865. 

Maj.  Samuel  E.  Chisman, 

Greenshoroitgh^  N.  C. : 

Send  horses  to  Ealeigh  and  notify  Lieutenant  Adams,  who  is  in 
charge  of  guns,  when  he  passes  Greensborough.  Adams  left  this  morn- 
ing. 

JEO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eichmond,  March  6,  1865. 

GeneralJ.  E.  Johnston: 

Secretary  of  War  directs  that  under  General  Orders,  No.  4,  present 
series,  you  can  authorize  the  taking  of  animals  for  public  use  that  are 
likely  to  fall  into  hands  of  the  enemy.  I beg  you  to  give  such  orders  to 
my  officers  as  will  insure  our  getting  such  stock. 

A.  H.  COLE, 

Major  and  Inspector. 


Eichmond,  March  6y  1865. 

[General  J.  E.  Johnston  ij 

My  officers  are  directed  to  report  to  you  for  orders.  Hope  they  may 
be  able  to  supply  your  Avants.  If  you  deem  my  presence  necessary, 
please  say  so. 

A.  H.  COLE, 

Majory  Ac. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  West, 

CharlottCy  W.  C.,  March  6j  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Bocldngham : 

General:  I have  just  received  a copy  of  your  telegram  of  the  4th 
instant  from  Eockingham  to  General  Johnston,  who  is  on  his  way  to 
Fayetteville.  You  should  have  followed  the  instructions  contained  in 
my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  (acknowledged  by  Colonel  Eoy)  and  not  of 
the  24th.  Fayetteville  and  Ealeigh  being  evidently  the  objective  points 
of  the  enemy.  General  Johnston  and  myself  contemplate  a concentra- 
tion of  forces  at  the  first  of  those  points  if  possible;  otherAvise,  at  the 
latter.  You  are  therefore  directed  to  remove  at  once,  and  rapidly. 


Probably  Beauregard  to  Hardee,  March  6,  fourth,  post. 
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from  your  present  position  to  Fayetteville,  if  still  practicable;  if  not, 
to  Ealeigh.  The  ends  to  be  attained  by  this  movement  are  so  momen- 
tons — indeed,  so  vital — to  success  of  operations  which  have  been 
determined  upon,  that  it  is  expected  you  will  permit  none  but  insur- 
mountable obstacles  to  turn  you  aside  from  the  attempt,  except,  of 
course,  if  General  Johnston  should  see  cause,  in  the  existing  state  of 
affairs,  to  change  your  instructions  and  give  other  orders. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Barbee’s,  March  6,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

(Care  Colonel  Childs,  Fayetteville.) 

It  is  too  late  to  turn  to  Fayetteville.  Take  the  best  route  to  Ealeigh. 
It  may  be  through  Egypt,  crossing  both  Deep  and  Haw  Eivers,  near 
their  junction.  There  is  a bridge  over  Deep  Eiver.  You  must  ]iot  go 
toward  Green sborough,  but  to  Ealeigh,  if  you  cannot  turn  to  Fayette- 
ville, of  which  you  must  judge.  Where  is  the  cavalry? 

J.  E.  JOHESTOY, 

General. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  McLaws^  division,  for  March  6,  1865. 


Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 
ent. 

Total  present. 

Aggregate  present. 

Comruaiid. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Harrison’s  brigade 

948 

481 

787 

270 

509 

1,383 

1,075 

552 

839 

344 

676 

1,448 

1,156 

595 

899 

385 

733 

1,570 

Blanchard’s  brigade  

riser’s  brigade 

Hendersoirs  brigade 

Hardy’s  brigade 

Conner’s  brigade 

Grand  total* 

1 

4,378 

4,  934 

5,  338 

1 

*Note  in  column  of  remarks  shows  Earle’s  battalion  of  artillery  with  307  effective 
total  and  346  aggregate  present. 


Darlington  ('oitrt-House,  March  1865. 

Captain  Lillard, 

Commanding : 

Captain:  I take  pleasure  in  communicating  in  writing  the  dispatch 
from  Brigadier- General  Eobertson : 


Express  to  Captain  Lillard  and  liis  gallant  Tennesseeans  my  thanks  for  their  hand- 
some behavior  yesterday. 


Yours,  very  respectfully. 


JOHY  JENKS, 

Major. 
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War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond.,  Va.,  March  6,  1865. 


J.  S.  Thrasher, 

Superintendent  Press  Association,  Charlotte,  N.  C. : 

General  Chesnut  lias  been  ordered  to  report  Ids  command  of  Eeserves 
to  General  Johnston.  It  is  very  important  to  the  Government  to  estab- 
lish the  line  of  couriers,  but  it  devolves  upon  General  Johnston  to 
determine  whether  the  cavalry  can  be  spared. 

JOHN  0.  BKEOKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Goldsboro  UGH,  March  6,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Vance, 

Raleigh,  N.  G.: 

I thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  feed  the  passing  troops,  and  have 
instructed  operator  as  suggested. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  6,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville: 

The  enemy’s  advance  was  this  morning  nine  miles  from  Kinston. 
They  are  in  heavy  force  and  moving  in  confidence.  A few  hours 
would  suffice  to  unite  the  forces  at  Smithfield  with  mine  and  insure  a 
victory. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  6,  1865—8.30  p.  m. 
General  B.  Bragg, 

Goldsborough  : 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  general-in-chief  General  Johnston 
assumes  command  of  the  troops  serving  in  North  Carolina. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fayetteville,  March  6,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

General  Bragg, 

Goldsborough : 

General  Johnston  desires  you  will  call  the  troops  at  Smithfield  down 
to  Goldsborough.  Orders  will  be  sent  to  those  passing  Raleigh  to  go 
to  Goldsborough.  As  these  troops  are  required  against  Sherman  also, 
they  can  only  leave  Goldsborough  for  a few  hours  for  an  impending 
fight. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldshorough,  March  7,  1865 — 12.20  a.  m. 
The  commanding  officer  of  troops  at  Smithfield  will,  in  compliance 
with  the  above  instructions,  proceed  by  rail  with  his  command  to 
Kinston,  N.  G.,  as  soon  as  transportation,  which  is  ordered,  will  be  fur- 
nished. Prompt  action  must  be  taken. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Major  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


Goldsborouoh,  March  6,  1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Kinston : 

The  suggestion  of  a concentration  against  the  force  confronting  you 
was  telegraphed  General  Johnston  to-day  at  3 p.  m. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Barbee’s,  March  6,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Colonel  Childs, 

Fayetteville : 

Send  following  and  j)revious  dispatches  immediately  to  General 
Hardee: 

Following  dispatch  just  received,  dated  March  5, 1865 — 

“General  Hampton  reports  from  near  White’s  Store,  at  9 p.  m.  yesterday,  that 
Fourteenth  Corps  is  moving  on  Wadeshorough,  and  Twentieth  Corps  on  a road  to  its 
right.  Prisoners  say  thev  expect  to  reach  Wadeshorough  to-night. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD.” 

If  the  enemy  move  upon  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  do  so  too.  If  they  move  on 
Fayetteville,  do  so  too,  if  practicable ; if  not,  upon  Raleigh,  as  previously  instructed. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Fear  Fair  Ground.,  K.  0.,  March  6‘,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Guilds: 

Colonel:  Agreeably  to  instructions  from  General  Johnston,  I am 
moving  my  command,  via  Monroe’s  Bridge  and  New  Gilead,  to  Fayette- 
ville. 1 hope  to  reach  Fayetteville  in  three  or  four  days  (not  counting 
to-day).  Major-General  Butler’s  cavalry  Avill  move  on  the  road  to  Gra- 
ham’s Bridge  and  parallel  roads.  Have  supplies  of  forage  and  rations 
collected  at  Fayetteville  for  my  command.  Inform  General  Johnston 
by  telegraph  of  my  movements. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  March  6,  1865—10.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  C.  S.  Stringfellow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Raleigh: 

General  Johnston  requests  yon  will  yourself  convey  to  officers  com- 
manding all  troops  reaching  Ealeigh  from  west  his  orders  to  iiroceed 
immediately  to  Golds  borough.  See  that  quartermasters  make  neces- 
sary railroad  arrangements.  Acknowledge. 

A.  AEDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  G.,  March  7 [6'.^],  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Raleigh  or  Smithjield^  N.  C. : 

Obtain  instructions  from  General  Johnston  at  Fayetteville  as  to  your 
future  movements.  Where  are  operators  needed 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Special  Orders,  ^ Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  55.  ) Richmond.,  March  7,  1865. 

******* 

XXIV.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Chesnut,  Provisional  Army,  0.  S.,  is 
assigned  to  duty  under  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding,  &c., 
and  will  report  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Genera  1. 


Fayetteville,  March  7, 1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
General  Eains,  Greensborough : 

I wish  subterra  shells  in  hands  of  my  cavalry,  now  between  Fayette- 
ville and  the  Pedee,  and  beyond  Goldsborough  near  Kinston. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  7,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Fayetteville^  W.  C.: 

On  evening  of  5th  Hamilton  was  at  Wadesborough,  on  way  to  form 
junction  with  Hardee  by  crossing  Pedee  at  Grassy  Island. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  7[6‘f\,  1865. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Fayetteville^  V.  C.: 

Have  just  received  copy  telegram  to  you  from  Hardee,  saying  he  is 
moving  on  Greensborough.  He  has  not  obeyed  my  instructions  of  2Gth 
ultimo.  He  should  be  recalled  at  once  to  Fayetteville  or  Ealeigh. 
Shall  troo})S  from  here  be  sent  to  Smithheld  or  Ealeigh  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Fayetteville,  March  7,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

General  : A report  from  General  Hamilton,  dated  5 p.  ni.  on  the 
5th,  places  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  at  Sneedsliorough  and 
the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  at  Cheraw,  both  columns  preparing  to 
cross.  General  ButleFs  dispatch  of  the  same  date  puts  both  farther 
south,  and  on  the  march  to  Fayetteville.  It  appears  that  he  is  tar  from 
their  route.  His  main  force  should  be  on  it,  and  if  you  are  on  a ditfer- 
ent  one,  you  require  a small  cavalry  force  in  your  rear.  Please  give 
General  Butler  these  instructions  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  all  our  forces  unite  on  the  enemy’s  line  of  march 
and  in  his  front.  Should  you  be  unable  to  move  on  Fayetteville  on 
account  of  the  enemy’s  progress,  the  nearest  ])oint  above  at  which  you 
can  cross  the  river  is  at  Aven’s  Ferry,  a few  miles  below  the  junction 
of  Haw  and  Deep  Eivers.  The  railroad  company  (Coal  Fields  road  from 
here)  has  at  the  ferry  a small  steamer  and  four  large  flat-boats.  Should 
an  enemy  press,  you  can  cross  Deep  Biver  on  a,  bridge  a mile  or  two 
from  its  mouth,  and  Haw  Eiver  by  means  of  the  steamer  and  flats. 
The  latter,  I am  told,  will  make  a length  sufficient  to  form  a floating 
bridge.  After  crossing  the  Cape  Fear  turn  down  to  the  Fayetteville 
and  Ealeigh  road  and  strike  it  as  near  as  you  well  can  to  the  river.  It 
crosses  at  McNeill’s  Ferry.  Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible 
what  route  you  are  taking,  and  from  time  to  time  your  progress.  Should 
General  Butler  and  yourself  be  on  different  roads,  let  him  give  all  impor- 
tant information  directly  to  me  as  well  as  to  you.  Should  you  take  the 
Fayetteville  road  any  stores  not  required  on  your  march  might  be  sent 
to  Ealeigh  by  Aven’s  Ferry. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


hdqrs.  Dept,  of  S.  Carolina,  Georoia,  and  Florida, 

Near  McKinnon’s^  Thiriy-fonr  Miles  from  Fayetteville^ 

March  7,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 


General:  Your  dispatch  of  this  date  received.  I had  already 
informed  you,  in  repeated  dispatches,  of  iny  change  of  route  toward  Fay- 
etteville and  the  progress  of  my  march.  My  supply  train  and  reserve 
artillery  moved  by  Carthage  road,  and  reached  Carthage  to  night.  I 
have  ordered  Major-General  Butler  to  ascertain  the  position  and  move- 
ments of  the  enemy’s  columns,  and  to  keep  directly  in  front  of  their  line 
of  march.  I have  heard  nothing  from  General  Butler  to  day.  He  should 
be  on  tlie  Graham’s  Bridge  road. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Major-General. 


Near  Grassy  Place  Ford, 

March  7,  1865 — i }).  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

General  : I have  succeeded  with  great  difficulty  in  getting  most  of  my 
command  across  the  river  to-day,  and  I hope  the  whole  of  it  will  be  over 
to-night.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  was  crossing  at  Wall’s  Ferry  last  even- 
ing, that  corps  being  on  the  left.  Kilpatrick  is  now  at  Eockingham. 
General  Wheeler  killed  ten  of  his  men  a few  hours  ago,  and  drove  the 
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rest  close  up  to  tbe  town.  I shall  get  everything  together  near  here 
to-nightj  and  then  be  ready  to  move  as  circumstances  require.  I wish  to 
have  Butler  with  me,  so  as  to  operate  to  more  advantage.  Can  you  not 
let  me  have  a small  battery  till  mine  comes  up?  I am  now  near  Bethel 
Church,  on  the  road  to  Eockingham,  and  three  miles  below  Grassy  Island 
Ford.  As  soon  as  my  command  can  be  concentrated  I shall  move  round 
the  left  Hank  of  the  enemy  to  his  front.  Bo  let  me  hear  from  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WADE  HAMPTONT. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Johnston  by  General  Hardee.) 


Hdqrs.  Dept  of  S.  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 

Tic enty- eight  Miles  from  Fayetteville^  March  [7f],  I860. 
General  Wade  Hampton: 

General  : I have  just  received  your  dispatch.  General  Butler  is 
at  Bostick’s,  and  has  no  [doubt]  reported  to  you.  If  not,  order  him  to 
do  so.  I am  glad  you  are  across  the  river.  General  Johnston  wishes 
you  to  get  in  front  of  the  enemy  and  to  move  in  front  of  him  if  he 
should  advance  on  Fayetteville;  if  on  W ilmington,  to  ‘‘  dog  his  rear  a 
few  marches.”  My  command  will  reach  Fayetteville  day  after  to-morrow. 
I will  send  Eobertson’s  brigade  to  join  you  as  soon  as  I can  get  hold 
of  it.  The  last  I heard  of  it  it  was  crossing  the  Pedee  at  the  railroad 
bridge,  and  I hope  to  find  it  at  Fayetteville.  Let  me  know  what  can 
be  done  to  aid  you. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I am,  very  truly, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant^  General. 

P.  S. — I will  order  a battery  to  join  you.  I will  order  it  to  Monroe’s 
Bridge,  there  to  await  your  orders. 

W.  J.  H. 

P.  P.  S. — On  reading  your  dispatch  again  I have  decided  that  your 
battery  will  come  up  before  mine  can  possibly  reach  you. 

W\  J.  H. 


Fayetteville,  March  7,  1865. 
Major-General  D.  H.  Hill,  Smithfield: 

Should  General  Bragg  be  about  to  fight  join  him  for  battle.  Keep 
your  cars  and  return  the  moment  it  is  over.  Ascertain  if  General 
Bragg  can  command  cars  to  transport  your  troo])S  at  a moment’s 
notice.  Tell  me  in  what  time  the  trip  can  be  made.  I beg  you  to  forget 
the  past  for  this  emergency. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOK, 

General. 


General  J.  E.  Johnston: 


Catawba,  March  7, 1865. 


I will  not  interfere  with  pontoon  bridge  here.  Most  of  animals  have 
been  stolen  from  train.  There  is  pontoon  bridge  at  Hughey’s  Ferry, 
opposite  Ke wherry. 

S.  D.  LEE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

General  Boclcery's  House,  March  7,  1865, 

General  Hampton: 

General:  I think  it  [will]  be  advisable  at  least  to  keep  these  roads 
picketed  until  the  whole  command  is  across  the  river.  General  Dockery 
desires  me  to  say  he  will  be  pleased  to  have  you  make  your  quarters  at 
his  house  to-night.  My  quarters  will  be  just  o^Dposite. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major- General. 

9 p.  M. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  already  given 
instructions  as  you  suggest.  It  is  now  so  late  that  he  must  decline 
General  Dockery^s  kind  invitation. 

Respectfully, 

H.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fayetteville,  ALarch  7, 1865-^11  a.  ni. 
General  Braxton  Brago, 

Goldshorough : 

Sherman  is  reported  by  our  cavalry  marching  on  this  place  from 
Cheraw.  Our  troops  have  marched  to  the  north,  so  there  is  nothing  to 
impede  his  march.  We  shall  probably  have  to  concentrate  north  of 
this.  I think  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  keep  the  troops  at  Smithfield 
instead  of  Goldsborough.  The  difference  in  time  of  reaching  you  by 
railroad  would  be  trifling.  Send  trains  when  fight  is  impending  and 
send  back  troops  as  soon  as  it  is  over.  General  Hill  is  instructed  to 
join  you  for  battle  and  return  as  soon  as  it  is  over. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Goldshorough,  Alareh  7,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville : 

General  Hoke,  at  Kinston,  thinks  Schofleld  in  his  front.  A deserter 
from  the  enemy  yesterday  also  makes  this  report.  I go  down  immedi- 
ately, having  arranged  to  bring  on  troops  rapidly.  No  delay  will  occur 
in  making  an  issue. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Fayetteville,  March  7, 1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 

General  B.  Bragg, 

Goldshorough : 

Consider  in  your  operations  in  front  of  Goldsborough  that  Cheatham’s 
corps,  and  more  than  half  of  Stewart’s,  are  on  the  way  from  Chester- 
ville  to  Smithfield  by  railroad,  and  will  have  the  same  orders  as  Hill’s 
troops. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 
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Fayetteville,  March  7,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 
General  [Braxton  Bragg]: 

I have  instructed  Major-General  Hill,  at  Smithfielcl,  to  join  you  with 
his  troops  for  a battle.  At  present  they  are  S.  D.  Lee’s  corps,  com- 
manded by  General  Hill,  and  three  brigades  of  Stewart’s.  Cheatham’s 
corps,  and  the- remainder  of  Stewart’s,  wete  to  leave  Chesterville  by 
railroad  on  Sunday.  When  they  come  up  Stewart  will  command,  and 
the  force  be  more  than  doubled.  On  the  5th  Butler’s  cavalry  was  much 
to  the  north  of  the  enemy’s  route,  and  Hampton’s  still  farther  from  it, 
in  the  direction  of  Charlotte,  the  Federal  army  being  then  near  Cheraw. 
General  Hardee  was  to  the  north  of  Butler.  There  is,  therefore,  noth- 
ing to  delay  Sherman’s  march  I am  anxious  to  concentrate  all 
our  troops  in  his  front  on  this  river,  in  the  hope  that  the  Federals 
may  cross  it  at  two  points,  and  then  give  us  an  opportunity  to  fight  to 
an  advantage.  It  seems  to  me  necessary  under  such  circumstances 
that  the  Tennessee  troops  should  remain  at  Smifchfield  until  you  have 
an  opportunity  to  fight;  then  join  you  by  railroad,  and  after  action 
return  in  the  same  manner  to  be  ready  to  meet  General  Hardee.  Major- 
General  Hill  has  been  instructed  accordingly.  I am  remaining  here  to 
get  information  of  General  Hardee’s  movements. 

Most  respectfully, 

J.  E.  JOHis^STON, 

General. 


Kinston,  March  7,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Fayetteville : 

Schofield’s  corps  is  reported  in  our  front  by  several  deserters  and 
prisoners.  They  confront  us  four  miles  from  here. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG. 


Kinston,  March  7,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Col.  John  B.  Sale,  Ooldshorough : 

Hurry  forward  all  troops.  Send  down  to  the  artillery  of  Hoke’s 
division  to  march  at  2 o’clock.  Schofield’s  corps  is  in  our  front  and 
movements  indicate  attack. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldshoroagh,  March  7,  1865. 

Major  Cameron, 

Chief  Quartermaster: 

General  Bragg  directs  that  the  inclosed  orders*  be  forwarded  promptly 
by  some  reliable  messenger,  to  be  designated  by  you,  on  a locomotive  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Smithfield.  Transportation  must  be  afforded 
at  once  for  the  transfer  of  this  force,  about  5,000,  to  Kinston.  The 
general  desires  that  no  delay  will  occur  in  the  passage  through  this 
point.  Please  receipt  for  this  and  notify  me  of  action. 

Very  respectfully, 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Not  found  as  inclosures. 
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Kinston,  March  7,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Major  Cameron, 

Chief  Quartermaster.,  Goldsborough : 

Don’t  allow  a moment  to  be  lost  in  hurrying  forward  toops  that  arrive 
to-night  and  to-morrow. 

BKAXTON  BRAGG. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Korth  Carolina, 

Goldsborough.,  March  7,  1865. 

The  functions  and  authority  of  respective  chiefs  of  staff  departments 
are  limited  strictly  to  the  duties  legitimately  pertaining  to  their  several 
departments.  When  orders  are  desired  to  be  issued  to  any  command 
of  the  army,  or  to  the  chiefs  of  any  other  staff*  department,  application 
will  be  made  in  writing  to  the  office  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general, 
which  alone  is  the  office  of  orders.  This  will  avoid  irregularity,  con- 
fusion, and  conflicting  dispositions,  as  well  as  hesitation  in  complying 
with  the  order. 

By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  : 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldsborough^  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke,  Kinston: 

General:  Your  letter  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  assistant 
adjutant  general,  of  — instant,  in  reference  to  calling  in  scattering 
transportation,  was  duly  received  by  your  courier  (the  bearer  of  this), 
and  upon  return  of  the  commanding  general  from  Raleigh  was  referred 
to  Major  Cameron,  chief  quartermaster,  with  appropriate  indorsement, 
complying  with  your  request.  Your  telegram  to  Major  Cameron  of  3d 
instant,  the  general  directs  me  to  say,  has  been  acted  on.  It  is  the 
one  concerning  impressment  of  mules. 

Very  resiiectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Goldsborough,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke,  Kinston: 

Will  join  you  this  evening,  and  wish  to  consult  you  and  Baker.  Keep 
me  advised  up  to  2 p.  m.  Push  all  to  the  front  and  be  ready  for  a 
blow. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  7,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke,  Kinston: 

All  arrivals  will  report  to  you.  Move  them  to  position  immediately, 
that  no  time  maj"  be  lost  after  1 join.  Hagood  delayed  by  accident  to 
a train,  but  will  be  up  soon. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Kinston^  March  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

General  : General  Bragg  directs  that  you  will  designate  an  officer 
of  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  such  means  of  trans- 
portation for  sick  and  wounded  as  the  neighboring  country  will  afford. 
I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  PARKEE, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  7,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb, 

Commanding.)  Xortheast  River.,  N.  C. . 

Colonel  : General  Bragg  directs  me  to  inclose  to  you  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  a letter*  just  received  from  Governor  Vance,  and  to 
instruct  you  to  proceed  at  once  to  carry  into  execution  the  governor’s 
suggestions,  adding  Sampson  County  to  those  named  in  the  letter. 
Try  discreetly  to  induce  owners  of  able-bodied  slaves  in  these  counties 
to  voluntarily  conform,  if  they  will.  If  they  will  not,  then  take  the 
slaves  by  force.  Remove  them  to  Raleigh  by  rail,  if  necessary,  calling 
for  needed  transportation  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  supplied,  if  not 
imperatively  required  elsewhere  for  public  use.  Report  your  proceed- 
ings to  these  headquarters.  Lose  no  time.  Governor  Vance  will  give 
employment  to  the  slaves  on  public  works  for  the  State,  and  doubtless 
suitable  compensation  to  owners.  Have  lists  carefully  prepared  of 
owners  and  the  slaves  of  each,  with  descriptions  of  the  latter. 

I am,  colonel,  &c,, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  31arch  7, 1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb, 

Commanding  at  Northeast  River ^ N.  C. : 

Send  the  regiment  of  Senior  Reserves  to  Goldsborough  to  report  to 
General  Baker’s  headquarters.  Transportation  will  be  furnished  on 
telegraphing  quartermaster  here. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  7,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Northeast  River,  N.  C. : 

Colonel  : General  Bragg,  commanding,  directs  that  the  regiment 
of  Senior  Reserves  near  you  be  removed  by  rail  to  this  place  at  once; 
quartermaster  to  luruish  transportation  on  application.  I have  just 
telegraphed  you  to  this  effect.  The  two  companies  of  infantry  and  one 
of  artillery  up  the  Cape  Fear  River  might  be  cut  off  in  the  event  of  an 
advance  by  the  enemy  this  way,  either  from  Wilmington  or  Kinston. 
A telegraphic  order  to-day  has  been  sent  to  commanding  officer  at 
Teachey’s  Station  (intended  for  yourself),  to  be  sent  thence  by  courier. 


See  Marcli  3,  p.  1318. 
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tliat  they  march  at  once  to  Fayetteville  and  there  report  to  General 
Johnston.  The  other  troops  under  your  command  (supposed  to  be  the 
cavalry  and  home  guards),  yon  will  hold  well  in  hand,  ready  to  move 
this  way  at  a moment’s  notice;  but  this  is  not  designed  to  delay  your 
execution  of  instructions  sent  you  by  mail  to-day  for  removing  from 
certain  named  counties  all  able-bodied  male  negroes,  as  requested  by 
Governor  Yance.  Proceed  with  that  duty  till  interrupted  by  orders 
to  move,  keeping  yourself  prepared  to  obey  the  latter. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Goldsborough,  Mareh  7,  1865. 
Commanding  Officer  Teachey’s  Station: 

Send  order  by  courier  to  officer  commanding  two  companies  of 
infantry  and  one  of  artillery  on  Cape  Fear  River,  to  march  direct  to 
Fayetteville  and  report  to  General  Johnston. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  L.  Cross, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Kinston: 

There  was  no  unnecessary  delay  in  the  passage  of  your  troops 
through  this  point. 

FRANK  PARKER, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldsborough,  March  7,  1865. 

Col.  F.  M.  Parker, 

Commanding,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  : 

General  Bragg  directs  you  keep  an  officer  at  depot  all  night  to  report 
to  Maj.  John  W.  Cameron  arrival  and  departure  of  all  troops  this  way 
and  hurry  them  on  to  Kinston.  Telegraph  Maj.  W.  H.  Harvey,  super- 
intendent, also  the  arrival  and  departure  of  all  trains,  so  as  to  avoid 
collisions.  Telegraidi  the  operator  at  Smithfield  also.  Keep  telegraph 
office  open  all  night.  General  Bragg  gone  to  front  at  Kinston. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fayetteville,  March  7,  1865—12.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  K.  Johns,  Raleigh: 

General  Johnston  directs,  by  authority  Secretary  of  War,  you  employ 
as  much  force  as  you  can  in  collecting  animals  under  General  Orders, 
No.  4,  present  series,  in  front  of  enemy  and  along  his  line  of  march. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

A ssistant  Adjutan t- General. 

P.  S. — Send  held  transportation  collecting  at  Greensborough  by 
county  road  to  Raleigh. 

A.  A. 

(Same  to  Major  Edmonston,  Greensborough.) 
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March  7,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Major  Hooper, 

Quartermaster^  Raleigh : 

Don’t  allow  a moment  to  be  lost  in  sending  forward  the  troops  arriv- 
ing. They  should  run  through  to  this  point  without  changing  trains. 
Give  a copy  of  this  to  commanding  officers  as  they  arrive. 

BRAXTOI^  BEAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  7,  1865. 
Telegrpah  Operator  at  Smithfield,  X.  0. : 

Telegraph  Maj.  W.  H.  Harvey  of  the  departure  of  all  trains  coming 
this  way,  so  as  to  avoid  collisions.  Keep  office  open  all  night. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Fayetteville^  March  7,  1865. 
To  ANY  Officer  Commanding  Cavalry 

IN  FRONT  OF  FAYETTEVILLE: 


General  Johnston  directs  that  you  furnish  Captain  McKinney-^ 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  or  his  agent,  with  ten  mounted  men 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  collecting  supplies  on  the  enemy’s  line  of  march. 

Eespectfully, 

AECHEE  ANDEESOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lumberton,  X.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  L.  Childs, 

Commayidingj  Fayetteville^  N.  C. : 

Colonel:  The  dispatch  sent  by  you  and  dated  11.15  o’clock  has 
been  received.  Corporal  Wright  has  returned.  He  saw  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  on  yesterday  about  eight  miles  beyond  Floral  College. 
They  were  going  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteville.  I have  made  arrange- 
ments with  Major  Xorment  to  destroy  the  bridge  on  Lumber  Eiver  in 
the  event  of  my  being  cut  off  from  Fayetteville  l)efore  those  cavalry 
shall  have  passed  by  way  of  this  place.  I am  not  aware  that  the  enemy 
are  advancing  by  way  of  this  place. 

I am.  yours,  truly, 

L.  W.  CHEEIE, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant  Garrason  has  left  here  for  your  headquarters.  I 
am  not  aware  ot  Lieutenants  Hanks’  and  Banks’  whereabouts,  so  1 was 
unable  to  send  them  that  dispatch.  I expect  to  fall  back  toward  Fay- 
etteville to-morrow.  This  dispatch  leaves  at  7.30  p.  m. 

L.  W.  C. 


Antioch  Church,  March  7,  1865 — 2 y.  m. 

Colonel  Childs  : 

Colonel:  The  three  bridges  below  Gilchrist’s  are  McEachin’s, 
McGist’s,  and  Campbell’s.  Distance  between  McEachin’s  and  Camp- 
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bell’s  Bridges  is  about  five  miles.  I have  a line  communicating  with 
Colonel  Montgomery  and  from  this  place  to  Gilchrist’s  Bridge  to  watch 
the  advance  to  that  bridge,  notwithstanding  it  was  burned  last  night. 
Then  I had  a line  across  from  this  place  to  the  W.  J.  Brown’s,  on  the 
Lowry  road,  so  as  to  get  any  news  of  an  advance  from  Lumberton,  but  as 
Colonel  Montgomery  covers  that  bridge,  I have  drawn  in  the  ten  men 
on  that  cross-road  to  picket  a road  leading  into  the  McGist’s  Bridge 
road.  If  the  courier  from  Colonel  Montgomery  brings  in  any  additional 
news  I will  send  by  this  or  another. 

Bespectfully,  &c., 

MATTHEW  P.  TAYLOE, 

Major  Second  North  Carolina  Battalion^  Commanding  Scout. 

Mr.  Carmichael  reported  just  now  that  he  saw  rosin  on  the  Davis 
Bridge.  I have  sent  him  back  to  tell  the  picket  not  to  burn  the  bridge 
until  he  gets  an  order  from  me,  as  Colonel  Montgomery  will  have  to 
cross  there  as  well  as  myself. 

M.  P.  T. 


Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

March  7,  1865. 

Major  Taylor,  Commanding  Scouts : 

The  enemy  reached  Laurinburg  at  3 p.  m.  Are  burning  depot,  rail- 
road shops,  &c.  Have  not  moved  in  this  direction  yet. 

J.  G.  M.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel ^ Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Detachment, 

March  7,  1865. 

Major  Taylor, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Scouts  : 

Ma.tor  : I have  moved  across  from  the  Stage  road  to  this  one  in 
order  to  secure  my  retreat  by  McEachiu’s  Bridge.  The  enemy  are 
beyond  Laurinburg.  They  are  moving  on  three  roads  in  this  direc- 
tion. As  soon  as  they  reach  the  road  running  south  from  Laurel  Hill 
I can  then  ascertain  their  course  with  certainty.  I shall  cover  the 
three  bridges  below  Gilchrist’s  and  destroy  them  if  the  enemy  advance 
this  way.  When  forced  I shall  fall  back  to  Antioch  Church  and  thence 
to  Davis’  Bridge,  and  will  communicate  any  information  1 obtain  of 
imoortance. 

Respectfully, 

J.  G.  M.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


GoLDsnoRouan,  March  7,  1865. 
Governor  Z.  B.  Yance,  Raleigh^  N.  C. : 

Letter  of  3d  received  concerning  removal  of  slaves.  Colonel  Lips- 
comb is  ordered  to  execute  your  request,  and  Sampson  County  added 
to  the  list. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldshoroiiglij  March  7,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh^  N.  C. : 

The  comm  unication  of  Kemp  P.  Battle,  esq.,  of  the  6th  instant,  for- 
warded by  yourself  to  General  Brag^,  «aine  to  hand  to-day  after  the 
general  had  left  for  the  front  at  Kinston.  It  will  be  laid  before  him 
whenever  he  returns.  Meantime,  as  delay  may  be  injurious  to  the  pur- 
pose in  view,  I respectfully  suggest  that  General  J.  E.  Johnston  be 
communicated  with  on  the  subject. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(For  General  Bragg.) 


Charlotte,  March  7, 1865. 

(Beceived  3 o’clock.) 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Johnston  being  at  Fayetteville  is  not  accessible  to  me.  I 
have  had  an  interview  with  General  Chesnnt,  commanding  Beserves  of 
South  Carolina,  who  is  here  with  a portion  of  his  command  and  wait- 
ing explanation  of  orders  from  Bichmond.  His  order  to  report  to 
General  Johnston  was  executed.  Since  then  he  has  received  General 
Orders,  No.  8,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  February  23, 
and  is  undecided  as  to  whether  he  is  to  return  to  South  Carolina  or 
remain  with  General  Johnston.  If  he  returns  to  South  Carolina  he 
assures  me  he  can  assign  a sufficient  number  of  men  from  the  district 
through  which  the  courier-line  is  to  run  who  will  mount  themselves  to 
make  the  line  efficient  and  reliable  without  detriment  to  other  branches 
of  the  service  under  his  command,  provided  he  is  authorized  or  ordered 
to  do  so.  General  Chesnut  asked  from  General  Cooper  an  explana- 
tion of  orders.  Can  the  matter  be  decided  at  once  and  General  Ches- 
nut be  authorized  by  telegraph  to  establish  the  line  of  couriers? 

J.  S.  THBASHEB, 

General  Superintendent  Press  Association. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Salishury,  V.  C. : 

Take  charge  of  the  transportation  of  troops,  artillery,  wagons,  &c. 
Push  them  through  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Call  upon  General  Bradley 
T.  Johnson  for  all  the  assistance  you  may  need. 

G.  T.  BEACJBEGABD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  7,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Kennard, 

Chief  Ordnance  Officer^  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

I will  give  all  assistance  possible  for  transportation  of  said  ammuni- 
tion. Major  Willis  is  now  at  Salisbury  attending  to  shipment  of  troops, 
after  which  he  will  attend  to  the  ammunition. 

G.  T.  BEAEBEGABD. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  7, 1865. 

Lieutenant- Colon  el  Napier, 

Concord,  N.  C. : 

March  your  command  to  Salisbury  and  call  utioii  Major  Willis,  quar- 
termaster, for  transportation  to  Fayetteville. 

JNO.  M.  oti:y, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  50.  ( Richmond,  March  8,  1865. 

* # * # # # # 

XXY.  Paragraph  XXIV,  Special  Orders,  No.  55,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General’s  Office,  current  series,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  James  Chesnut,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  return  to  South  Caro- 
lina and  enter  actively  upon  the  duties  prescribed  in  General  Orders, 
No.  8,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  current  series.  Such  of 
the  reserve  forces  of  South  Carolina  as  may  be  available  will  be  placed 
under  the  orders  of  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  commanding,  &c. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fayetteville,  March  8,  1865 — ^.30  p.  m. 

General  E.  E.  Lee: 

Sherman  has  been  marching  with  extended  front.  After  concentra- 
tion hope  for  opportunity  to  light  his  divided  troops.  If  unsuccessful, 
where  can  I cross  Eoauoke,  and  what  route  do  you  prefer?  Am  told 
that  Ordnance  Department  has  many  boats  at  Clarksville.  Want  of 
I)ontoous  great  evil.  Enemy  amply  supplied. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865 — 2,  p.  m. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond,  Ya. : 

General  Hampton  reiiorts  from  Grassy  Island  PYrd  on  6th,  at  4p.  m: 


Enemy  all  moved  down  river  in  direction  of  Sncedsboroiigh  and  Clieraw. 

He  met  only  small  ])arty  cavalry  north  Wadesborough. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Gharlotte,  N.  C.,  March  8,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville,  JY.  C.  : 

I respectfully  suggest  that  Governor  Vance  and  yourself  call  on  the 
lieople  residing  along  Slierrnan’s  supposed  line  of  march  to  remove 
temporarily  all  their  supiilies  and  animals  at  least  twenty  miles  to  the 
right  or  left  of  his  flank  routes.  Their  negroes  should  be  employed 
under  proper  engineer  officers  in  obstructing  roads  and  fords. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Charlotte,  N.  0.,  March  <9,  1865— 2 p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville^  N.  C.  : 

General  Hampton  reports  from  Grassy  Island  Ford  on  the  6th,  at 
4 p.m.: 

River  being  past  fording,  am  crossing  at  ferries  above  and  will  use  every  exertion 
to  cross  everything  rapidly  as  possible  and  form  junction  with  troops  on  other  side. 
Enemy  all  moved  down  river  in  direction  of  Sneedsborough  and  Cheraw. 

He  met  only  small  party  cavalry  north  Wadesborough. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAKD. 


March  8,  1865. 

Mr.  H.  G.  McDuffin: 

General  Joe  Johnston  Avishes  to  see  you  at  his  headquarters  at 
Fayetteville  Hotel  to  inquire  of  you  with  regard  to  the  roads  and 
streams  between  Fayetteville  and  the  railroad  to  Goldsborough.  By 
calling  as  early  as  practicable  you  will  confer  a favor. 

Eespectfully, 

H.  A.  McSWAm. 


Headquarters, 

Fayetteville,  March  8,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 

General  Wade  Hampton: 


General  Johnston  has  received  your  dispatch  dated  4 p.  m.  yesterday.* 
He- instructs  me  to  say  that  it  is  more  important  to  observe  the  enemy’s 
right  flank  than  his  left  in  order  to  prevent  his  communicating  with  the 
coast,  and  that  he  desires  you  to  concentrate  your  main  body  as  soon  as 
possible  in  the  enemy’s  immediate  front.  Sherman’s  advanced  cavalry 
appeared  this  morning  at  11  o’clock,  at  McEachin’s  and  the  neighbor- 
ing bridges  over  Lumber  Kiver,  and  drove  back  the  detachment  of  the 
Fifth  Tennessee,  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Montgomery,  to  Antioch 
([hurch.  This  detachment  is  now  the  only  force  known  to  us  between 
this  place  and  the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
General  Dockery’’ s House.  March  8,  1865 — 12,15  p.  m. 
Ma.j.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

A ssista7it  A djntant-  Genera  I : 

Ma.jor:  ATour  dispatch  is  received.  There  is  very  little  forage  on 
the  road  from  Ivockingham  to  Fayetteville,  and  1 think  the  main  column 
of  the  enemy  will  move  on  the  road  from  Cheraw  to  Fayetteville,  or  on 
roads  near  to  and  ]3arallel  to  that  road,  as  it  passes  through  a fruitful 
country.  As  soon  as  General  Allen  crosses  1 will  order  him  on  the 
plank  road  with  instructions  to  send  pickets  on  the  road  Avhich  runs 
from  Eockingham  to  FayetteAdlle  and  strikes  the  plank  road  about 
twenty  miles  from  Eockingham.  I think  the  road  last  referred  to  will 
be  the  most  northerly  on  Avhich  any  column  of  the  enemy  will  move. 
1 think  some  of  our  troops  ought  to  be  on  the  direct  road  from  Cheraw 
to  Fayetteville.  Shall  I go  or  send  troops  there,  or  will  General  Butler 


See  Hampton  to  Hardee,  p.  1337. 
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send  troops  on  that  road*?  1 will,  pursuant  to  your  instructions,  keep 
General  Humes,  with  his  five  small  regiments,  in  position  on  this  road 
so  that  we  can  successfully  meet  the  enemy  should  he  attempt  to  push 
up  while  General  Allen  is  crossing  the  river.  I will  then  move  General 
Humes  over  on  the  plank  road,  leaving  one  regiment  to  cover  General 
Dibrell  while  crossing.  These  are  the  dispositions  which  I presume  from 
your  note  are  desired.  Should  they  not  be  please  send  me  additional 
instructions  by  this  courier.  After  leaving  the  vicinity  of  the  river  we 
will  be  unable  to  get  corn  until  we  get  to  Lumber  River.  There  are 
three  bridges  over  Lumber  River,  or  Drowning  Creek.  The  lower  part 
is  called  by  the  former  name  and  upper  part  by  the  latter.  The  high 
est  is  Blue’s  Bridge  and  is  on  the  plank  road  running  from  Itockingham 
to  Fayetteville.  McLaws’  Bridge  is  five  miles  below  this,  and  Gilchrist’s 
Bridge  about  five  miles  below  McLaws’.  The  last  mentioned  is  on  the 
direct  road  from  Oheraw  to  Fayetteville.  I think  we  should  take  pos- 
session of  these  bridges  immediately,  before  the  enemy  can  take  pos- 
session of,  or  citizens  destroy,  them.  There  are  other  bridges  below 
Gilchrist’s  Bridge  which  I tliink  we  ought  to  destroy  for  at  least  fifteen 
miles  below"  that  point.  1 inclose  a little  sketch  made  from  observation, 
and  from  information  obtained  from  citizens,  which  I hope  may  be  of 
some  use  to  you.  1 will  remain  here  until  [I]  receive  a reply  to  this  dis- 
patch, as  I fear  if  I move  I may  fail  to  get  it. 

Respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Bichmond,  Fu.,  March  8,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  elAMES  Chesnut,  Charlotte^  N.  C. : 

You  will  ifiace  under  the  orders  of  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  command- 
ing, such  of  the  reserve  forces  of  South  Carolina  as  are  available,  and 
then  return  to  South  Carolina  and  enter  actively  upon  the  duties  pre- 
scribed in  General  Orders,  No.  8,  current  series,  from  this  office. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and,  Inspector  Ge7ieral. 


Fayetteville,  March  8,  1865—10.30  a.  m. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  GoJdshorough : 

If  you  move  Hill’s  and  Stewart’s  troops,  inform  me.  It  is  reported 
that  the  enemy  was  within  thirty  miles  of  Fayetteville  at  noon  yester- 
day. It  will  soon  be  necessary  to  concentrate. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


In  the  Field,  March  <9,  1865 — 3.15  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Fayetteville : 

I have  only  Hill’s,  and  we  are  now  engaged  with  the  enemy — so  far 
successfully. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


[March  8,  1805. — For  Bragg  to  Johnston  (7  p.  m.),  reporting  oper- 
ations at  Kinston,  see  Part  I,  ]).  1078.] 
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Goldsborough,  March  8,  1865, 

Maj.  L.  B.  French, 

Richmond^  Va.  : 

Hoke  struck  enemy’s  rear  at  Kinston  and  captured  1,500  prisoners. 
So  far  battle  progressing  in  our  favor. 

S.  V.  REID, 

Major^  (fc. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  57.  ) Near  Kinston^  March  8,  1865 — 12  p.  m. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  will  move  immediately  to  the  front  with  all 
his  command,  and  take  tbe  line  now  held  by  Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke.  A 
staff  officer,  with  guides,  will  be  left  to  direct  such  troops  as  may  arrive 
to  the  same  point. 

II.  On  being  relieved  Major-General  Hoke,  with  his  division,  will 
move  to  the  right,  to  turn  the  enemy’s  position,  and  strike  him  in  flank. 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker’s  command  during  this  operation  will  be 
under  Major-General  Hill. 

IV.  As  soon  as  it  is  perceived  that  Major-General  Hoke’s  movement 
is  successful,  and  that  the  enemy’s  line  wavers,  Major-General  Hill  will 
attack  vigorously  in  front  and  push  the  enemy  with  his  whole  strength. 

V.  Major-General  Hill  should  be  in  position  so  as  to  enable  Major- 
General  Hoke  to  move  by  5 a.  in. 

VI.  On  the  arrival  of  Brigadier-General  Ilagood  he  will  take  posi- 
tion in  rear  of  Major-General  Hill  as  a reserve. 

VII.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Starr,  commanding  the  artillery,  will  report 
to  Major-General  Hill. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

F.  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Circular  Field  Orders.]  In  the  Field,  March  5,  1865. 

Any  troops  arriving  to-night  must  march  promptly  to  field,  reporting 
at  headquarters  on  Dover  road. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg: 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kinston,  March  8,  1865 — 7. SO  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hill: 

Major-General  Hoke  informs  General  Bragg  that  if  your  forces  are 
pushed  down  the  Neuse  road  and  over  to  the  British  road,  down  which 
he  is  driving  the  enemy,  a large  force  will  be  captured.  General  Bragg 
directs  that  you  make  this  movement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  PARKER, 

Major  and  Aide- de- Camp. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  (9,  1865. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool, 

Kinston : 

Geueral  Bragg  directs  tliat  you  will  leave  the  corps  of  iiontoniers  in 
charge  of  the  bridge  train  and  then  return  to  your  post. 


I am,  colonel,  &c.. 


FKANCIS  S.  PARKER, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OencraJ. 


Goldsborough,  March  8^  1865-—5.30  p.  m. 

General  Bragg, 

Kinston : 

What  shall  be  done  with  Yankee  prisoners  coming  from  Kinston? 
Eighth  Regiment  of  Senior  Reserves  probably  be  here  by  10  to-morrow, 
but  unreliable.  No  shelter  here,  and  they  can  escape.  Might  they  be 
forwarded  to  Salisbury  or  Raleigh?  Answer  immediately. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


March  8, 1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Goldsborough : 

Send  men  of  Stewart’s  corps  immediately  upon  arrival  to  take  guide 
at  Kinston,  and  report  on  field  by  daylight. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Near  Kinston,  March  8^  1865. 

Surg.  C.  H.  Ladd, 

Goldsborough  : 

Prepare  for  300  wounded,  in  addition  to  your  present  accommodations. 

T.  G.  RICHARDSON, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director. 


Fayetteville,  March  <9, 1865. 

Colonel  Childs: 

Colonel:  I have  just  arrived  here  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee’s 
command.  He  directed  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  wished  you  to  throw 
out  scouts  on  the  McFarland,  Gilchrist,  and  Bennettsville  roads. 

1 am,  colonel,  &c., 

JOHN  K.  JACKSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

(Forwarded  to  Col.  Archer  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant-general.) 


Antioch  Church,  March  8,  1865—11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Childs  : 

Colonel:  I send  you  Colonel  Montgomery’s  dispatch  just  received. 
I will  send  any  other  information  that  he  may  send  me.  About  200 
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mounted  men  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  were  reported  last  night 
to  have  gone  down  the  Lowry  road  toward  Fayetteville.  I understand 
(only  from  negroes)  on  the  Lowry  road,  this  information.  He  said  they 
passed  W.  J.  Brown’s  house  about  sunset  and  were  dressed  in  blue 
clothes.  He  did  not  know  positively  whether  tliey  were  the  enemy 
or  our  men,  but  whoever  they  were,  they  burned  the  bridge  on  the 
Lowry  road  across  Raft  Swamp.  I sent  Lieutenant  Roberts  and  two 
men  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  statement,  but  he  could  get  no 
farther  than  the  Raft  Swamp  bridge,  and  could  not  find  a man  or 
woman  on  the  road  except  this  negro.  All  the  people  are  terribly 
alarmed  and  have  taken  to  the  swamps. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

MATTHEW  P.  TAYLOR. 

Major ^ (fie. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Detachment  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

McEaclMs  Bridge^  March  8,  1865. 

Major  Taylor: 

Major:  The  enemy,  after  burning  everything  at  Laurinburg,  yes- 
terday evening  withdrew  again  to  Springfield,  where  they  encamped  in 
considerable  force.  They  also  withdrew  from  Laurel  Hill,  going  in  the 
same  direction.  They  told  the  citizens  they  would  visit  them  again 
this  morning.  From  the  beating  of  the  drums  about  Springfield  I 
judge  their  infantry  are  encamped  at  that  place.  It  they  move  this 
way  from  Laurinburg  or  Laurel  Hill  I will  notify  you  at  once. 

Respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  M.  MONTGOMERY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Detachment. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

March  8,  1865. 

Major  Taylor  : 

Major:  The  enemy  have  driven  us  from  all  three  of  the  bridges. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  raining  so  hard  that  the  damage  to  the  bridge 
will  be  slight.  I shall  retire  at  once  to  Antioch  Church. 

J.  G.  M.  MONTGOMERY, 

Lieutenan  t-  Co  lo  nel. 

All  cavahy  that  1 have  seen  this  morning. 

Antioch  Church,  March  <S,  1865 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  L.  Childs, 

Co7nmanding^  Ac.  ; 

Colonel:  Just  received  the  above.  The  courier  who  brought  this 
says  Colonel  Montgomery  is  on  this  side  of  Drowning  Creek,  and 
Colonel  Montgomery  will  be  here  in  about  an  hour. 

MATTHEW  P.  TAYLOR, 

ilin/or,  Ac. 


[March  9,  1805. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relating  to  operations  at 
Kinston,  N.  C.,  see  Part  1,  p.  1045.] 
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Fayetteville,  March  9^  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

General  K.  E.  Lee  : 

(Via  Eiclimoud.) 

Folio Aving  received : * 

Colonel  Sale,  at  Goldsborougli,  reports  1,000  prisoners  arrived  there 
and  500  on  the  way,  and  that  light  would  be  renewed  to-day. 

J.  E.  JOIINSTOK, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville.,  V.  (7.  ; 

Brigadier-General  Evans  has  reported  for  duty  in  your  department. 
I have  referred  him  to  you.  I consider  him  incompetent  to  command, 
and  had  so  reported  him  to  War  Department  last  spring. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAKD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  9j  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.  : 

Stewarts  troops  passed  through  here  yesterday.  Cheatham’s  are 
now  moving,  and  all  will  iDrobably  have  passed  through  to  morrow 
evening,  1 will  follow  next  day. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865 — 12.30  p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville^  A.  C. : 

Governor  Brown  has  ordered  his  militia  from  Augusta  to  Columbus 
and  West  Point  to  meet  threatened  attack  from  Sliddle  Tennessee, 
furloughing  them  a while.  This  transfer  may  jeopardize  East  Georgia 
aud  ouiTines  of  communication  hence  to  Augusta,  Atlanta,  and  Macon. 
I have  ordered  General  Young  to  remain  about  Augusta  to  protect 
them.  A good  major-general  should  be  sent  there  at  once  to  replace 
General  Hill,  who  is  now  with  his  command.  I am  informed  he  Avould 
not  be  acceptable  again  to  the  people. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Armies, 

March  9,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh: 

Governor:  I received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  and  return  you 
my  sincere  thanks  for  your  zealous  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  army  and 
the  cause.  I have  read  with  pleasure  and  attention  your  proclamation 
and  appeal  to  the  people,  as  also  extracts  from  your  addresses.  I 
trust  you  will  infuse  into  your  fellow-citizens  the  spirit  of  resolution 
and  patriotism  Avhich  inspires  your  own  action.  I have  now  no  cavalry 
to  spare  for  the  purpose  you  mention,  and  regret  that  1 did  not  receive 

* See  Bragg  to  Johnston,  March  8,  7 p.  ni.,  Part  I,  p.  1078. 
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the  suggestion  at  an  earlier  period.  I think  it  a very  good  one.  and 
would  have  been  glad  to  adopt  it.  I have  sent  a force  ot  infantry, 
under  Brigadier-General  Johnston  (B.  D.),  to  guard  the  line  of  the 
Eoanoke,  and  operate  as  far  as  practicable  in  the  adjacent  counties  to 
arrest  deserters.  Another  detachment  of  500  men,  under  Colonel 
]\IcAlister,  has  been  sent  to  Chatham  and  Moore  Counties,  in  which 
the  bauds  of  deserters  were  represented  to  be  very  numerous.  They 
will,  however,  operate  in  other  quarters  as  occasion  may  require. 
They  are  instructed  to  take  no  prisoners  among  those  deserters  who 
resist  with  arms  the  civil  or  military  authorities.  I hope  you  will  raise 
as  large  a force  of  local  troops  to  co  operate  with  them  as  you  can,  and 
think  that  the  sternest  course  is  the  best  with  the  class  I have  referred 
to.  The  immunity  which  these  lawless  organizations  afford  is  a great 
cause  of  desertion,  and  they  cannot  be  too  sternly  dealt  with.  I hope 
you  will  be  able  to  aid  General  Johnston,  who  needs  all  the  re-enforce- 
ments you  can  give  him.  If  he  can  check  the  progress  of  General 
Shei  man  the  effect  would  be  of  the  greatest  value.  I hope  the  late 
success  cf  General. Bragg  near  Kinston  will  revive  the  spirits  of  the 
•people  and  render  your  labors  less  arduous.  The  conduct  of  the  widow 
lady  whom  you  mentioned  deserves  the  highest  commendation.  If  all 
our  peojde  possessed  her  spirit  our  success  I should  feel  to  be  assured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


^ Fayetteville,  March  9, 1865. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Vance, 

Raleigh : 

General  Bragg  reports  that  he  attacked  the  enemy  four  miles  from 
Kinston  yesterday  ; drove  them  back  three  miles,  taking  several  hun- 
dred prisoners  and  killing  and  wounding  a large  number.  Our  own 
loss  comparatively  small.  Colonel  Sale,  at  Kinston,  reports  this  morn- 
ing 1,000  prisoners  arrived  and  500  coming.  Major-General  Cox,  [who] 
was  at  Wilmington,  commanding  Federal  trooiis.  General  Bragg 
extols  Major-Generals  Hill  and  Hoke  and  their  troops. 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOK, 

Gerieral. 


Goldsborough,  March  9,  1865 — 2.15  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fayetteville,  V.  C. : 

This  telegram  just  received  from  Kinston,  8th,  7 p.  m.:  * 

About  1,000  prisoners  arrived  here  to-night;  more  on  way — said  to 
be  500.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  men  Colbert’s  command,  Loring’s 
division,  arrived  and  left  for  Kinston  5.45  p.  m.  yesterday.  My  unoffi- 
cial dispatch  to  you  stated  all  Loring’s  here.  Colbert  said  it  was  [on] 
trains  close  behind.  So  said  Smithfield  operator  also.  Am  now 
informed  it  has  not  reached  Raleigh.  Is  Stewart’s  corps  ordered  here? 
It  is  much  needed.  Eight.to  be  renewed  this  morning. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

''See  Bragg  to  Johnston,  March  8,  7 p.  m.,  ending  with  “Our  troops  behaved  most 
handsomely/^  Part  I,  p.  1078. 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


1355 


Goldsborough,  March  5,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Lieut.  Ool.  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeyieral : 

(Care  of  General  Johnston,  Fayetteville.) 

General  Bragg’s  instructions  now  changed.  He  telegraphs  oper- 
ations not  decided,  and  to  press  forward  all  troops  ordered  by  General 
Johnston.  I have  telegraphed  accordingly  to  Kaleigh  and  Smithheld, 
though  they  come  scantily.  Where  is  Sherman,  and  whither  do  his 
demonstrations  tend? 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  9,  1865 — 2.15  a.  m. 

Colonel  Harvie, 

Inspector- General^  Army  of  Tennessee.,  Raleigh,  A.  G.: 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  men  Colbert’s  command,  Stewart’s  corps, 
arrived  and  Avent  to  Kinston  5.45  p.  m.  yesterday.  Is  balance  that 
corps  ordered  here  by  General  Johnston?  They  are  much  needed 
immediately  at  Kinston  to  continue  the  fight  of  yestei  day,  which  is 
thus  far  successful. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Eayetteyille,  March  9,  1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 

Col.  E.  J.  Harvie, 

Raleigh : 

General  Johnston  directs  all  troops  passing  Baleigh  be  immediately 
sent  forward  to  Kinston.  Acknowledge. 

AECHEK  ANDEBSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  Mareh  9, 1865. 

Col.  E.  J.  Harvie, 

Inspector- General,  Army  of  Tennessee,  Raleigh,  N.  C.: 

When  as  many  as  1,000  of  Stewart’s  corps  shall  have  passed  General 
Bragg  wants  no  more  at  present.  The  balance  may  be  stopped  at 
Smithfield. 


JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Goldsborough,  Ala.rch  9,  1865—5.15  p.  m. 

Col.  E.  J.  Harvie, 

Inspector- General,  Army  of  Tennessee : 

Instructions  from  General  Bragg  changed  since  my  last  dispatch. 
Now  hurry  forward  all  troops  to  Kinston.  Operation  there  not  closed. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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P'AYETTEVILLE,  March  9y  J865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Operator  at  Smithfield: 

Convey  to  any  officer  commanding  troops  arriving  at  Smithfield 
this,  General  Johnston’s,  order  to  proceed  immediately  to  Kinston. 
Acknowledge. 

AKCHEE  ANDERSOK, 
Assistant  A dpitant- General. 


Goldsboro  UGH,  March  P,  1865. 

Operator  at  Smithfield: 

When  about  1,000  have  passed  this  way,  including  the  350  yester- 
day, under  Colonel  Colbert,  stop  all  others  at  Smithfield.  If  Loring’s 
division  exceeds  this  number  let  it  all  come.  Show  this  to  officers 
commanding. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  .9,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 
Operator  at  Smithfield: 

Instructions  now  changed.  Hurry  on  all  troops  to  Kinston.  Show 
this  to  Colonel  Burr,  Captain  Brewer,  and  other  officers  commanding 
troops  arrived  and  to  arrive.  How  many  troops  now  at  Smithfield  ? Is 
any  transportation  from  here  needed?  Answer  immediately. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Memorandum  for  Lieutenant-General  Hardee. 

Fayetteville,  March  9,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

To  prepare  a crossing  for  Lieutenant-General  Hampton  and  send 
him  information.  To  remain  here  as  long  as  practicable  without  com- 
promising the  safety  of  his  command,  in  order  to  delay  the  enemy. 
When  he  leaves  to  move  by  the  Raleigh  road  on  the  east  bank  of  Cape 
Fear.  If  it  is  not  practicable  to  destroy  a portion  of  the  bridge 
merely  to  burn  it.  To  keep  a few  picked  scouts  to  observe  the  enemy’s 
movements  between  the  Fayetteville  railroad  and  river.  His  object 
will  be  to  keep  between  the  enemy  and  Raleigh,  and  his  movements 
directed  accordingly.  To  do  all  he  can  to  delay  the  enemj^’s  passage 
of  the  river  in  order  that  our  forces  may  be  concentrated  as  near  it 
as  possible.  Remove  all  able-bodied  negroes,  saddle  and  draft  ani- 
mals, and  means  of  transportation. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  AKDERSOK, 
Assistaiit  A djutant- General. 


McKeill’s  House, 

March  9,  1865 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Fayetteville : 

General:  The  troops  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  are  collecting 
at  Smithfield.  The  memorandum  furnished  you  to-day  respecting 
your  movements  was  based  on  the  idea  of  the  enemy’s  moving  on 
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Ealeigh,  but  they  may  move  toward  Goldsborougb  or  some  other  point 
east  of  Ealeigh.  In  such  an  event  I am  directed  by  the  commanding 
general  to  say  you  should  move  toward  Smithfield  in  order  to  secure  a 
junction  with  the  rest  of  our  forces.  In  general,  it  is  important  that 
you  should  be  as  near  the  enemy’s  line  of  march  as  possible,  which  will 
enable  us  to  unite  the  other  troops  with  yours.  In  the  memorandum 
the  small  arms  and  cartridges  at  Jonesborough  were  unintentionally 
omitted. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

A.  ANDEESON, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


■ Memorandum  Orders.]  Headquarters, 

Fayetteville,  March  9,  1865. 

This  command  will  take  position  early  to-morrow  morning  about 
three  miles  from  Fayetteville,  as  follows:  McLaws’  division  covering  or 
occupying  the  McFarland’s  Bridge  road  and  all  roads  on  the  right  of 
it  to  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  Taliaferro’s  division  covering  or  occupying  the 
Gilchrist  and  McEachin’s  Bridge  road  and  all  roads  on  the  left  of  it  to 
Cape  Fear  Eiver.  All  vehicles  not  indispensable  to  the  command  will 
be  sent  to-morrow  morning  over  the  river  in  charge  of  competent 
officers  and  will  encamp  (the  division  trains  separately)  two  or  three 
miles  on  the  Ealeigh  road.  Division  commanders  will  no  longer  allow 
their  trains  to  be  encumbered  with  buggies,  carts,  or  any  description 
of  vehicles  not  belonging  to  the  public  transportation  of  the  army  and 
will  impress  for  public  service  all  animals  in  or  traveling  with  their 
respective  commands,  in  the  hands  of  parties  not  entitled  to  have 
horses,  and  all  in  excess  of  the  regular  allowance  in  the  hands  of 
officers  or  soldiers  entitled  to  have  horses  and  to  draw  forage.  Lieut, 
(,'01.  Del.  Kemper  will  take  charge  of  the  reserve  artillery  and  proceed 
with  it  across  Cape  Fep  Eiver  early  to-morrow  morning,  and  encamp 
about  two  miles  on  the  Ealeigh  road. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 


March  1),  1865 — 7 a.  m. 


General:  Camped  last  night  at  Johnsonville.  Everything  is  get- 
ting on  well.  Will  stop  three  or  four  miles  out  of  Fayetteville  to-night, 
unless  you  otherwise  direct.  There  are  103  four-horse  wagons  and  32 
two-horse  wagons  in  this  train.  This  includes  the  wagons  belonging 
to  the  reserve  artillery.  Captain  Gilchrist  says  he  is  ‘Gn  my  rear 
with  eighteen  mounted  men  to  protect  me;”  therefore  myself  and  train 
are  saved,  and  will  certainly  make  our  ai)pearauce  in  Fayetteville. 

Eespectfully, 

SAML.  L.  BLACK, 

Major,  iiuc. 


[March  9,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan  (two  dispatches),  report- 
ing operations,  see  Part  1,  pj).  1124,  1125.] 
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Charlotte,  March  P,  1865. 

(Received  12.40  10th.) 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Telegram  of  8th  instant  received.  Will  proceed  immediately  to  exe- 
cute its  order.  There  is  not  a piece  of  artillery  in  South  Carolina  in 
our  possession  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my  duty  and  hold  the  State. 
I earnestly  pray  you  will  send  me,  without  delay,  a battery  of  light 
artillery.  I will  mount  as  far  as  possible  the  reserve  forces  left  in  South 
Carolina  for  active  service.  Am  without  artillery,  cavalry  arms,  or 
ammunition.  Will  do  what  1 can. 

JAS.  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  General. 


Fayetteville,  March  9,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 
General  B.  Bragg,  Kinston: 

I congratulate  you  upon  the  victory  of  yesterday,  which  the  army 
and  the  country  will  appreciate.  Cox’s  troops  are  from  Wilmington, 
where  he  and  Terry  commanded  corps  under  Schofield. 

J.  E.  JOHN^STONT, 

General. 


March  9, 1865. 


Col.  J.  B.  Sale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Goldsborough  : 

Send  on  no  more  troops  after  the  1,000  of  Stewart’s. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  9, 1865 — 11.20  a.  m. 
General  Bragg,  Kinston: 

I have  not  communicated  to  General  Johnston  your  dispatch  stop- 
ping all  Stewart’s  corps  except  the  1,000  named.  Orders  sent  to 
Smithfield  to  stop  them  there.  Just  received  dispatch  from  General 
Johnston  that  all  passing  Raleigh  are  ordered  to  you. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Kinston,  March  9,  1865. 

Col.  JOHN  B.  Sale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Let  all  the  troops  ordered  here  by  General  Johnston  be  pressed  for- 
ward to  this  point. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  9,  1865 — 12  m. 

General  Bragg, 

Kinston.,  N.  C. : 

Captain  Chesuut,  commanding  squadron  Lipscomb’s  cavalry  at 
Richlands,  Onslow  County,  reported  to  commanding  officer  at  Duplin’s 
on  8th:  “Enemy  advancing  in  force  from  Wilmington,  with  infantry. 
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cavalry,  and  artillery,  as  far  as  the  Golden  place,  between  Northeast 
Elver  and  the  sound,  on  Jacksonville  road.”  This  road  leads  toward 
Kinston.  The  dispatch  was  sent  by  Colonel  McKoy  to  Magnolia  to  be 
telegraphed  here.  No  office  being  there,  it  was  lost.  McKoy  com- 
municates it  to  me  verbally.  It  is  not  known  how  reliable  the  report 
is.  A gentleman  here  from  Onslow  Court-House  yesterday  heard 
nothing  of  it  there. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Kinston,  Alareh  5, 1865 — 2.15  p.  m. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Goldshorough  : 

Should  Ealeigh  be  threatened,  move  by  rail  to  Greensborougli  or 
Salisbury,  taking  the  records  and  baggage  from  Goldsborough  and 
Ealeigh.  Take  Eiall  if  he  continues  unwell. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Near  Kinston,  Alarch  9, 1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Major  Cameron, 

Goldshorough : 

Operations  here  not  yet  decided.  Do  not  hold  your  transiiortation 
unemployed,  but  be  prepared  to  call  it  in  at  short  notice. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


M^ajor  Cameron, 

Goldshorough : 

Transportation  and  artillery  must  not  come  here. 


March  9, 18G5. 


BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


March  9,  1865. 

Major  Cameron, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Goldshorough  : 

See  Colonel  Sale  for  estimate  of  forces  you  ask  Colonel  Gordon  for. 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kinston,  March  .9,  1865 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Major  Cameron, 

Goldshorough : 

Hold  ready  necessary  transportation  for  transfer  of  troops  from  Kins- 
ton. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Near  Kinston,  March  9,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke  will  move  to  the  attack  immediately,  advancing 
his  left  flank  and  gradually  taking  up  the  movement  to  the  right,  thus 
making  an  oblique  assault  on  the  enemy.  His  command  Avill  keep  well 
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closed  to  tlie  right,  so  as  not  to  leave  an  interval.  Major-General  Hill 
will  take  up  the  attack  as  soon  as  General  Hoke  is  fairly  engaged. 
The  attack  must  be  vigorous  and  determined,  as  success  must  be 
achieved. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

F.  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  9,  1865 — 4.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hill: 

General  Bragg  has  just  heard  from  Major-General  Hoke,  and  he 
directs  me  to  notify  you  tliat  at  any  moment  Hoke’s  guns  may  be  heard. 
Eespectfully,  general, 

F.  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kinston,  March  9,  1865—6.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hill: 

General  Bragg  directs  me  to  say  that  Major-General  Hoke  will  con- 
fer with  you  in  regard  to  the  return  of  Hagood’s  brigade  to  his  division, 
which  is  desired,  and  the  movement  proposed  for  the  morning,  during 
which  you  will  retain  your  iiresent  position  in  the  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  9, 1865. 

The  officer  commanding  detachment  Stewart’s  corps  will,  upon  his 
arrival,  leave  a guard  of  fifty  men,  with  their  officers,  to  police  the 
town  of  Kinston  and  collect  all  stragglers. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fayetteville,  Alarch  9,  1865. 

Colonel  Mallett, 

Commanding  Conscripts^  Raleigh : 

See  Special  Orders,  No.  46,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 
and  late  exchange  notice.  General  Johnston  requests  that  you  imme- 
diately telegraph  to  all  your  officers  to  forward  all  soldiers  so  declared 
exchanged  immediately  to  this  or  General  Lee’s  army. 

AEOHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Fayetteville,  March  .9, 1865. 

T.  J.  Sumner, 

Superintendent  North  Carolina  Railroad,  Company's  Shops : 

It  is  desired  to  place  all  troops  coming  east  over  your  road  as  rapidly 
as  possible  at  Kinston.  I ask  your  assistance  to  accomplish  this  result. 

d.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  9,  1865. 


General  Hampton, 

Fayetteville,  F.  C. : 

(Care  of  General  Hardee.) 

Sabers  shipped  from  Greensborougli  to  Raleigh. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY,  . 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[March  10,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  reporting  engagement 
at  Monroe’s  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1045.] 


Raleigh,  March  10 j 1865—4.30  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Richmond : 

Governor  Magrath  calls  for  the  Cadets  and  militia  of  South  Carolina, 
with  General  Hardee,  to  protect  the  State  against  threatened  raid  from 
East  Tennessee.  Shall  they  be  sent'?  Brigadier-General  Robertson’s 
command,  1,000  strong,  was  cut  off,  and  is  now  in  South  Carolina. 

J.  E.  JOHRSTON^, 

General. 


Raleigh,  March  10,  1865 — 10.45  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

General  Bragg  reports  that  enemy  intrenched  himself  in  position  to 
which  he  was  driven  on  8th  and,  therefore,  he  had  not  been  dislodged; 
also  heavy  force  moving  on  his  right  and  rear  from  Wilmington.  He 
is,  therefore,  called  back.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reports  Sher- 
man’s army  seven  miles  from  Fayetteville,  and  that  he  will  cross  the 
Cape  Fear  to-night,  together  with  General  Hampton.  The  troops  of 
the  Tennessee  army  are  without  field  transportation. 

J.  E.  JOHYSTOR, 

General. 


Charlotte,  R.  C.,  March  10, 1865—10  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  or  wherever  he  may  he  : 

Sending  trains  to  Goldsborough  retards  shipment  of  troops  from 
Chester.  Please  order  trains  returned  soon  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865—1.45  p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C. : 

Governor  Magrath  applied  for  return  of  his  Cadets  and  militia. 
General  Lee  objected  to  General  Garlington’s  force  not  having  been 
brought  out  of  the  State  with  Stevenson’s  command. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Augusta,  March  10,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston,  or 
G.  T.  Beauregard : 

(CareOomdg.  Officer  Charlotte,  to  be  sent  with  cipher  dispatch.) 
Have  read  General  Taylor’s  cipher.  Have  about  5,000  men  here 
organized.  Trains  arriving.  Hope  to  start  for  Charlotte  with  trains, 
&c.,  in  about  five  days.  Delays  now  occasioned  by  heavy  rains  and 
non-arrival  of  pontoons. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Augusta,  March  10, 1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Taylor,  Meridian  ; 

Colonel  Brent  gone.  Trains  of  army  now  arriving.  Troops  can 
march  for  army  east  of  this  point.  Are  organized  and  being  organized 
for  that  purpose.  I will  start  In  about  five  days  with  trains  and  com- 
mand of  5,000.  This  in  reply  to  yours  of  8th  to  Colonel  Brent.  Will 
forward  cipher  dispatch  of  8th.  Telegraphic  communication  perfect 
between  Columbus  and  Charlotte. 

S.  D.  LEE, 
lAeutenant-  General. 


Ealeigh,  March  10,  1865 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Fayetteville : 

Keep  your  reserve  artillery  about  fifteen  miles  in  your  rear,  provided 
it  can  be  subsisted  on  the  country,  so  as  to  bring  it  into  action,  if  nec- 
essary. Where  is  General  Hampton  ! 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOK, 

General. 


Ealeigh,  March  10,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Fayetteville : 

Do  what  you  can  to  impede  enemy,  with  Hampton’s  help.  Send  dis- 
patches either  by  Smithfield  or  Barbee’s. 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOK, 

General. 


Charlotte,  K.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.  : 

Please  send  me  copy  of  my  telegram  from  Columbia,  S.  C.,  ordering 
evacuation  of  Charleston,  dated,  I think,  16th  February. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Memoranda. 


Headquarters, 

Fayetteville,  A.  €.,  March  10,  1865. 
The  troops  will  proceed  across  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  to  night  in  the 
following  order ; Artillery  and  wagons  immediately;  Blanchard’s  bri- 


Chap.  LIX.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


1363 


gacle,  of  McLaws’  division,  at  8 p.  m.,  and  bait  three  miles  on  Ealeigh 
road;  Goodwyn’s  brigade,  of  Taliaferro’s  division,  at  8.30  p.  m.; 
remainder  of  Taliaferro’s  division  at  9.30;  remainder  of  McLaws’ divis- 
ion at  10.30.  The  infantry  will  proceed  about  three  miles  on  the 
Ealeigh  road  and  halt.  Lieutenant-General  Hampton  will  cover  the 
march  wuth  his  cavalry  and  will  cross  the  river  when  compelled  to 
retire.  He  is  charged  with  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  when  his 
command  shall  have  passed  over. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Wheeler’s  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Fayetteville^  N.  6\,  March  10,  1865. 

Col.  E.  H.  Chilton, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond,  Va. : 

Colonel:  I embrace  the  first  opportunity  which  has  offered  to  let 
you  know  that  I am  with  General  Wheeler’s  corps  (after  a long  and 
tedious  trip  around  the  flank  of  Sherman’s  army),  engaged  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  orders.  Thus  far  I have  seen  but  little  to  condemn  and  much 
to  commend,  both  on  the  march  and  in  action.  As  the  command  is  con- 
stantly moving  I have  but  little  opportunity  to  see  tlie  practical  appli- 
cation of  orders  and  drill,  but  expect  to  be  able  before  I leave  to  give 
full  and  complete  information  of  this  command.  Sherman  is  moving 
rapidly,  and  will  probably  occupy  Fayetteville  to-morrow,  as  our  infan- 
try is  evacuating  it  while  I am  writing.  I think,  from  present  indica- 
tions, that  Sherman  designs  forming  a junction  with  Schofield' at  Golds- 
borough,  using  New  Berne  as  a base  of  supplies.  T am  writing  by  a 
camp-fire  with  my  paper  on  my  knee,  and  as  I am  completely  exhausted, 
will  close.  I will  write  you  again  when  I can  announce  some  definite 
results. 

I am,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  POETLOGK,  Jr., 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 

P.  S. — In  consequence  of  the  uneertain  mail  communications,  I have 
taken  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a letter,  which  I will  thank  you  to  have 
sent  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office. 

E.  E.  P.,  Jr. 


Kinston,  March  10,  1865—2.10  a.  m. 

Governor  Vance, 

I am  under  obligation  for  your  offer,  but  our  loss  is  so  small  as  not 
to  require  additional  medical  officers  or  supplies 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Ealeicih,  March  10,  1865—9.30  a.  m. 

General  B.  Brago,  Kinston: 

Sherman  may  reach  Fayetteville  to-da,y.  In  your  operations  con- 
sider that  all  troops  must  be  concentrated  in  his  front,  south  of  Ealeigh 
and  Goldsborough  Eailroad.  We  are  not  well  informed.  Want  of 
pontoons  keeps  cavalry  out  of  position. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 
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Near  Kinston,  March  10,  1865 — 3.45  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Ealeigh: 

The  enemy  is  strongly  intrenched  in  the  position  to  which  we  drove 
him.  Yesterday  and  to-day  we  have  moved  on  his  flanks,  but  without 
gaining  any  decided  advantage.  His  line  is  extensive,  and  prisoners 
report  large  re-enforcements.  Under  these  conditions  I deem  it  best, 
with  the  information  you  give,  to  join  you,  which  I shall  proceed  to  do, 
unless  otherwise  directed. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Near  Kinston,  March  lo,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh: 

My  cavalry  is  retreating  before  a heavy  column  of  the  enemy  now 
in  Onslow  County,  moving  from  Wilmington  on  my  right  and  rear. 
Deserters  from  Wilmington  confirm  this  report. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Near  Kinston,  March  10,  1865—6  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh: 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  movement  of  a heavy  column  from  Wil- 
mington in  this  direction.  Will  you  have  any  means  of  delaying  Sher- 
man so  as  to  enable  me  to  save  supplies,  or  must  the  junction  be 
immediate? 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Raleigh,  March  10,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  B.  Bragg,  Kinston: 

Dispatches  3.45  and  4 p.  m.  received.  Your  first  move  had  better  be 
to  Goldsborough. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Raleigh,  March  11  [10  f],  1865 — 10.30  p.  m. 
General  B.  Bragg,  Kinston: 

* Lieutenant-General  Hardee  reports  from  Fayetteville  Federal  army 
within  seven  miles.  Intends  to  cross  river  to-night.  Cavalry  will  cross 
in  the  morning.  Move  immediately  to  Smithfield.  What  amount  of 
transi)ortation  have  you?  Bring  all  you  can. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Kinston,  March  10,  1865 — 11.15  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh : 

Troops  in  motion.  We  have  field  transportation  for  10,000,  but  it  is 
much  scattered,  collecting  supplies.  Will  be  called  in  immediately. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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Kinston,  March  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Fayetteville  and  Barbee’’ s : 

Orders  had  issued  not  to  hold  waiting  transportation  necessary  else- 
where, and  are  repeated. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  10^  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

(Care  General  Johnston,  Raleigh,  X.  G.) 

Your  instructions  of  yesterday  have  been  obeyed  about  trains 
intended  to  be  delayed  for  a vshort  emergency.  Superintendent  of 
Xorth  Carolina  Railroad  was  very  much  mistaken  in  bis  telegram 
reported  by  you.  Last  of  Stewart’s  corps  passed  to  Kinston  this 
morning.  Skirmishing  there  last  night. 

JOHX  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborougm,  March  10,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

(Garb  of  General  Johnston,  Raleigh,  X.  C.) 

Colonel  Roy,  assistant  adjutant- general,  telegraphed  yesterday  Sher- 
man’s advance  very  near  Fayetteville.  Scouts’  reports  and  citizens’ 
seem  to  indicate  Twenty-third  Corps  moved  northward  from  Wilming- 
ton on  Monday,  destination  either  Kinston  or  Goldsborough,  marching 
rapidly.  If  for  Kinston,  it  probably  reached  there  yesterday  evening; 
if  Goldsborough,  it  is  near  here.  Whether  we  are  successful  or  not 
at  Kinston,  I suppose  we  soon  move  toward  Fayetteville.  I respect- 
fully submit  that  all  trains  sent  hence  to  Greensborough  cannot  return 
on  close  schedule  time  without  accident  or  detention,  under  four  days 
after  the  issue  will  probably  be  decided  at  Kinston.  This  suggestion 
made  in  General  Bragg’s  absence  and  on  account  of  the  emergency. 

JOHX  B.  SALE, 
Assista7it  Adjuta^it-  General. 


Goldsborough,  March  lo,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

(Care  of  General  Johnston,  Raleigh,  X.  C.) 

Lipscomb’s  cavalry  at  Xortheast  River,  headquarters  Rocky  Point. 
One  squadron,  under  Captain  Chesnut,  at  Richlands,  Onslow  County. 
The  movemen  from  Wilmington  was  on  the  Sound  road,  and  first 
reported  by  Chesnut  at  Richlands.  Following  dispatch  this  moment 
received  iTom  General  Bragg: 

Send  no  more  troops  nor  supplies  to  Kinston.  Send  all  transportation  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 


JOHX  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Goldsboeough,  March  10^  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Andeeson, 

Assista^it  Adjutant- General : 

(Care  General  Johostou,  Ealeigli,  N.  0.) 

Following  dispatch  addressed  here  to  Brigadier- General  Baker^  from 
Col.  W.  F.  Martin,  commanding  at  Wilson,  this  date: 

Colonel  Wynne,  at  Franklin,  reports  enemy  1,200  or  1,500  strong,  cavalry,  infantry, 
and  artillery,  attempting  to  cross  Blackwater.  Have  small  boats  witb  them  for  the 
purpose.  He  asks  for  re-enforcements.  A later  dispatch,  5.30  p.  m.,  says  they  have 
crossed. 

JOHN^  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Kinston,  March  10,  1865 — 2.10  a.  m. 

Major  Cameron, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Goldshorough  : 

The  transportation  must  not  he  kept  unemployed.  Let  such  as  needed 
go  with  supplies  for  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


General  Field  Orders,  ) IIdqrs.  Dept,  of  N.  Carolina, 

No.  20.  ) Kinston,  Alarch  10,  1865. 

The  general  congratulates  the  troops  of  his  command  upon  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  their  operations  in  front  of  Kinston.  Their 
patient  endurance  of  privation  and  hardship,  and  their  gallantry  in 
action  have  met  his  expectations  and  won  his  gratitude.  Fully  able 
to  maintain  their  position,  and  finally  to  beat  their  foe,  more  important 
work  calls  a large  portion  of  them  to  a distant  field,  and  necessarily 
suspends  ofiensive  operations  in  this  quarter.  To  Major-Generals  Hill 
and  Hoke  and  Brigadier-General  Baker,  exercising  separate  commands, 
the  general  returns  his  cordial  thanks  for  the  able,  prompt,  and  gallant 
support  he  has  received. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  North  Carolina, 

No.  59.  ) Kinston,  March  10,  1865.- 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  troops  from  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia,  will  move  with  them  early  to-morrow  morning  by  highway  to 
Goldsborough.  Such  as  are  unable  to  march  will  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  depot  for  transportation  by  rail. 

II.  Maj.  Gen.  R.  F.  Hoke,  with  his  own  division  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Baker’s  command,  will  cross  the  Neuse  to-morrow,  destroying  the 
communication  in  his  rear.  He  will  forward  to  Goldsborough,  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  by  rail,  all  disabled  men  and  valuable  stores,  and  move  with 
his  command  to  that  point  as  soon  as  this  object  is  accomplished.  Such 
sup])lies  as  cannot  be  trans])orted  by  daylight  on  12th  instant  or  issued 
to  the  troops  must  be  destro^^ed,  and  the  command  will  march,  via 
Goldsborough,  to  Smithfield. 
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III.  The  Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  and  Captain  Chesnut’s  squad- 
ron, Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  will  report  to  Major-General  Hoke. 

IV . The  different  staff*  departments  at  the  post  of  Kinston  will  leave, 
under  Major-General  Hoke’s  orders,  by  rail. 

y.  Captain  Price,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  steamer  Neuse,  is 
desired  to  cover  Major-General  Hoke’s  movements,  and  if  practicable 
before  sacrificing  his  vessel,  to  move  down  the  river  by  way  of  diver- 
sion, and  make  the  loss  of  his  vessel  as  costly  to  the  enemy  as  possible. 

YI.  Headquarters  will  be  removed  to  Goldsborough  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

F.  S.  PABKEE, 

Actrno  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Fields  March  10.  1865. 

All  of  the  sick  and  wounded  capable  of  being  transported  will  be 
sent  by  railroad  promptly  from  Kinston  to  Goldsborough.  Put  in 
motion  for  Kinston  all  trains,  sick  and  wounded,  and  supplies  not 
necessary  for  immediate  use.  Collect  all  stragglers  and  be  ready  for 
orders. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg  ; 

F.  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 

(Copies  to  Generals  Hoke,  Hill,  and  Baker,  with  postscript:  The 
commanding  general  desires  to  see  you  as  soon  as  you  can  leave  your 
command.) 


Headquarters, 
Kinston^  March  10^  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke: 

General  Bragg  desires  that  you  will  reunite  all  of  the  troops  com- 
posing Brigadier-General  Baker’s  command. 

Very  respectfully. 


F.  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Kinston^  March  10 j 1865. 

Major  Hughes, 

Quartermaster^  Jloke^s  Dirision : 

General  Bragg  directs  that  you  immediately  render  all  assistance 
with  your  wagons  to  the  post  quartermaster  for  the  removal  of  stores 
and  supplies  to  the  railroad  depot. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 

Near  Kinston^  March  10^  1865 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  Baker, 

Commanding  Second  District: 

General  Bragg  directs  that  you  give  to  staff  officers  necessary 
instructions  for  disposition  for  burning  all  cotton  about  Kinston  and 
Goldsborougli  which  cannot  be  taken  away. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


F.  S.  PAEKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Ad/j^itayit- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  10,  1865 — 12.25  a.  m. 

General  Bragg, 

Kinston,  N.  C. : 

This  dispatch  just  received  from  Hardee’s  adjutant- general,  dated 
Fayetteville,  9th,  10  p.  m. : 

Colonel  Sale, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

General  Johnston  left  this  evening  for  Raleigh.  A telegram  would  reach  him 
to-morrow  morning  at  Barbee’s;  evening  at  Raleigh.  Indications  are,  Sherman  is 
moving  upon  Fayetteville.  His  advance  very  near  here. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  10,  1865 — 4.45  a.  m. 

General  Bragg, 

Kinston,  N.  G. : 

Troop  train  with  General  Walthall  and  354  *men  leaving  now  for 
Kinston.  Many  of  them  lack  cartridge-boxes  and  some  lack  arms. 
Have  just  started  a train  to  Smithfield  for  100  more.  Cheatham  ought 
to  be  at  Raleigh,  but  not  yet  heard  from. 

JOHK  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Kinston,  March  10,  1865 — 9.35  a.  m. 

Colonel  Sale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Goldsborough  : 

The  enemy’s  strength  and  natural  advantages  of  position  prevented 
us  from  dislodging  him  yesterday. 

BRAXTOK  BRAGG. 


Goldsborough,  March  10,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

General  Bragg,  Kinston: 

More  confirmation  of  Chesnut’s  reports.  Last  night  a well-known, 
credible  gentleman  came  to  Warsaw  from  Lake  Catherine,  and  this 
morning  sent  information  here  by  messenger  that  a corps  of  infantry, 
three  regiments  of  cavalry,  with  artillery,  staid  at  Lake  Catherine 
Wednesday  night,  having  staid  Tuesday  niglit  at  Stump  Sound,  alias 
Golden  Place.  They  had  marched  rapidly.  Lake  Catherine  it?  about 
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thirty  miles  from  Kinston  and  same  from  Warsaw.  They  are  there- 
fore either  closely  approaching  Goldsborough  direct,  or  have  joined 
those  in  yonr  front  by  this.  I fear  tlie  former.  Chesnut  was  at  Eich- 
lands,  above  Lake  Catherine. 

JOHK  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters, 
Goldsborough^  March  10^  1865. 

General  Brago,  Kinston . 

Dear  Sir:  Yankee  deserters,  sent  here  this  morning  by  Colonel 
Lipscomb,  who  seem  on  cross-examination  to  speak  trnthfully,  say 
that  Twenty-third  Corps  left  Wilmington  Monday,  going  northward, 
they  heard  to  Goldsborough.  They  left  Wilmington  on  the  same  road. 
They  did  not  observe  artillery,  but  cavalry  (said  to  be  800  or  900)  had 
recently  landed  and  preceded  the  infantry  on  that  road.  The  cavalry 
marched  as  soon  as  arrived  at  Wilmington.  It  was  currently  stated 
in  Wilmington  that  10,000  more  cavalry  from  Virginia  were  coming. 
The  deserters  left  Wilmington  on  Monday  also.  They  had  been  landed 
from  Boston  as  recruits  on  Friday  previous,  and  did  not  know  the  names 
or  strength  of  organizations,  nor  much  about  military  movements. 
Terry  remained  in  Wilmington.  Schofield  was  said  to  command  the 
marching  column.  They  did  not  know  him.  All  cavalry  landing  leave 
immediately  on  Sound  road.  This  tallies  precisely,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
with  Captain  Chesnut’s  report,  who  commands  squadron  of  cavalry 
posted  near  Eichlands,  in  upper  part  of  Onslow  County.  From  Wil- 
mington to  Golden  Place  (alias  Stump  Sound)  is  twenty-five  miles, 
about;  thence  to  Lake  Catherine  about  twenty-seven ; thence  to  Kinston 
on  north  or  Warsaw  on  railroad,  about  same.  A Mr.  Lemuel  Hodges, 
of  Lake  Catherine,  came  thence  last  night  to  Warsaw,  whence  he  sent 
a Mr.  Frederick  by  tram  this  morning  with  information  that  a corps 
of  infantry,  with  three  regiments  cavalry,  and  artillery,  staid  Tuesday 
night  at  Golden  Placeand  Wednesday  night  at  Lake  Catherine.  Hodges 
fled  and  came  to  Warsaw  with  the  information  last  night  (Thursday), 
as  I have  said.  They  were  marching  rapidly.  If  they  are  re-enforce- 
ments for  the  New  Berne  force  they  are  by  this  time  in  your  front, 
I guess,  or  soon  will  be.  But  they  may  be  destined  for  Goldsborough, 
which  I am  led  to  fear  from  the  fact  that  that  would  hurt  us  most. 
By  taking  the  somewhat  circuitous  route  of  Sound  road,  they  flank 
Lipscomb  and  put  Holly  Shelter  Swamp  between  them  and  him  and 
cover  their  movement  from  him.  From  Lake  Catherine  to  Golds- 
borough, it  appears  on  map  to  be  about  fifty  miles.  My  only  hope  against 
this  hypothesis  is  that  Captain  Chesnut’s  squadron  is  near  Eichlands 
on  the  route.  He  ought  to  cover  both  Goldsborough  and  Kinston.  If 
Goldsborough  is  the  point  they  are  near  here  now. 

In  great  haste,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Kinston,  March  10^  1865 — 6.55  a.  m. 

Colonel  Lipscomb,  Dupliuls : 

If  you  will  not  require  the  battery  artillery  it  had  best  be  sent  back 
to  Goldsborough. 

FEANCIS  S.  PAEKEE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 
Goldshorough,  March  10,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb, 

Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry: 

Your  dispatch  per  Private  Hutchinson  is  received,  with  the  3 Yan- 
kee deserters,  2 prisoners,  and  1 runaway  negro,  who  have  been 
turned  over  to  provost-marshal.  The  report  of  Captain  Chesnut  of 
8th  instant  was  forwarded  to  General  Bragg.  It  seems  to  be  confirmed 
by  private  reports  since  received  to  date,  as  well  as  by  the  deserters 
you  sent.  The  private  information  is  to  effect  that  one  corps  of  infan- 
try, three  regiments  of  cavalry,  with  artillery,  camped  Tuesday  night 
at  Goldon  Place  and  Wednesday  night  at  Lake  Catherine.  They  are 
evidently  destined  to  re-enforce  the  enemy  in  front  of  Kinston  (con- 
fronted by  our  forces),  or  are  moving  directly  upon  Goldsborough. 
Each  place  is  equally  distant  from  Lake  Catherine,  or  nearly  so.  If 
the  former,  they  have  already  joined  the  enemy’s  force  there;  if  the 
latter,  they  are  near  here  now.  I would  fear  the  latter  but  for  the  fact 
that  by  Captain  Chesnut’s  report  he  seems  to  be  at  liichlands,  directly 
in  their  track  by  either  place,  and  he  has  not  informed  us  here  further 
of  them.  Please  advise  us  where  your  detachments  are  posted,  so  that 
it  may  be  known  what  points  are  under  observation.  If  Goldsborough 
is  the  destination,  the  movement  by  the  Sound  road  is  intended  to  cover 
the  expedition  from  yourself  by  putting  Holly  Shelter  Swamp  between 
you  and  them.  You  will  still  obey  the  direction  of  the  commanding 
general,  contained  in  my  written  dispatch  to  you  of  7th  instant,  to  send 
orders  by  courier  to  officer  commanding  the  two  companies  of  infantry 
and  one  of  artillery  posted  up  Cape  Fear  Kiver.  General  Johnston  has 
left  Fayetteville  for  Kaleigh,  but  General  Hardee  is  there,  and  they  will 
report  to  him  for  the  time  being.  You  ask  for  supplies  to  be  sent  to  you 
by  rail  twice  or  thrice  a wxek.  You  do  not  say  whether  you  want  forage 
for  horses,  or  subsistence  for  your  men,  nor  do  you  give  the  number  of 
men  or  horses  to  be  supplied.  Inform  me  by  telegraph  or  otherwise. 
Major  Cameron,  chief  quartermaster.  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
says  he  has  given  the  necessary  orders  for  your  forage  to  be  sent  down 
as  you  requested,  and  a proper  extract  from  your  letter  has  been  referred 
to  Major  Eeid,  chief  commissary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Kinston,  March  10, 1865. 

Colonel  Lipscomb,  Teachey\s: 

Move  with  your  command  rapidly  to  Kaleigh  by  nearest  practicable 
highway  road. 

FKANK  PAKKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  to  Colonel  Burr,  Magnolia.) 


Kinston,  March  10,  1865 — 9.35  a.  m. 

Colonel  Burr,  Magnolia : 

Keep  us  advised  of  the  direction  of  enemy’s  advance,  and  communi- 
cate his  movements  to  Lipscomb. 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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March  10,  1865. 

Colonel  Burr,  Magnolia : 

Dispatches  received.  Ellis’  battery  must  accompany  your  march. 
Captain  Crenshaw  must  proceed  by  railroad  with  his  stores  to  Golds- 
borough. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant' Gener ah 


Headquarters  Department  op  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Fields  March  10^  1865. 
Colonel  Whitford,  President  Railroad: 

Colonel:  General  Bragg  desires  that  you  will  hold  available  at 
Kinston  all  the  means  of  transportation  on  your  railroad. 

Very  respectfully, 

ERANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  A.  C.  : 

Have  telegraphed  GeneralJohnston  to  order  trains  to  Salisbury  soon 
as  practicable.  I approve  of  your  issue  to  destitute  troops. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865 — 10  a.  m. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  N.  C. : 

Have  telegraphed  for  cars  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  A.  C. : 

Endeavor  to  secure  trains  from  the  Western  North  Carolina  exten- 
sion and  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  A.  C. : 

There  are  still  455  horses,  54  wagons,  and  about  2,000  men  to  ship 
from  Chester.  You  want  about  55  cars. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


[March  11,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relating  to  operations 
in  North  Carolina,  &c.,  see  Part  T,  p.  1045.] 
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Kaleigh,  March  11,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  0.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond: 

I have  directed  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  to  call  out  the  Beserves 
and  detailed  men  subject  to  bis  orders,  and  ask  your  approval. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


[March  11,  1865.?] 

General  Johnston: 

I fear  I cannot  bold  my  j)Osition  if  road  to  Ealeigb  is  interrupted. 
Should  you  be  forced  back  in  this  direction  both  armies  would  certainly 
starve.  You  must  judge  what  the  probabilities  will  be  of  arresting 
Sherman  by  battle.  If  there  is  a reasonable  probability  I would  rec- 
ommend it.  A bold  and  unexpected  attack  might  relieve  us. 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Ealeigh,  March  11,  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee, 

General-in-  Chief: 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  then  at  Fayetteville,  informed 
me  by  telegraph  last  night  that  General  Sherman’s  army  was  within 
seven  miles  of  the  place  j that  he  would  cross  the  river  during  the  night, 
and  Lieutenant-General  Hampton  this  morning.  The  closing  of  the 
telegraph  office  has  indicated  the  evacuation  of  the  place.  General 
Bragg  reported  at  the  same  time  that  he  had  not  dislodged  the  enemy 
from  the  position  which  he  took  after  the  action  of  the  8th,  the  strength 
of  the  intrenched  position  and  re- enforcements  to  the  enemy  making 
it  impracticable.  A strong  body  of  troops  was  also  marching  by  the 
coast  road  to  join  Oox’s  command.  He  is,  therefore,  falling  back, 
instructed  to  halt  at  Goldsborough.  It  seems  to  me  probable  that  Gen- 
eral Sherman  intends  to  unite  the  troops  near  Kinston  with  his  own 
army.  If  he  moves  toward  Goldsborough  for  this  object,  I hope  to  be 
able  to  concentrate  our  forces  there  to  attack  Cox.  By  the  slow  work- 
ing of  the  railroad  the  Tennessee  troops  are  not  all  up  yet,  although 
the  movement  commenced  eight  days  ago. 

Should  the  Federal  army  move  upon  Ealeigh  from  Fayetteville,  the 
course  of  the  Oaiie  Fear  might  conceal  his  movements  to  within  thirty 
miles  of  the  place,  and  prevent  my  meeting  it  near  the  river,  where  its 
columns  are  most  likely  to  be  separated. 

Generals  Holmes  and  Gatlin  tell  me  that  the  country  between 
Ealeigh  and  Clarksville  will  sustain  no  considerable  body  of  troops, 
ai]d  that  to  reach  the  Eoanoke  it  would  be  necessary  to  direct  our  march 
at  le.ist  as  low  on  the  river  as  Gaston.  The  chief  commissary,  however, 
reports  the  country  along  most  of  the  route  to  Clarksville  abundant. 
I think  that  my  course  ought  to  depend  much  upon  your  situation.  In 
a battle  with  Sherman  on  equal  ground  the  chances  would  be  decidedly 
against  us.  Hardee’s  troops  have  seen  little  real  service,  and  have 
among  the  superior  officers  few  who  have  shown  themselves  competent 
to  their  grades.  Their  present  organization  is  new — made  when 
Charleston  was  evacuated.  The  Army  of  Tennessee  is  rei)resented  to 
be  in  great  need  of  reorganization.  Their  best  general  officers  were 
lost  at  Franklin  and  Nashville.  Lieutenant  General  Hardee’s  force  at 
Cheraw  was,  including  1,000  South  Carolina  reserves  and  militia,  about 
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10,000.  There  have  been  many  deserters  since.  General  Bragg  esti- 
mated his  at  about  7,000.  His  loss  was  about  500  in  the  recent  engage- 
ment. General  Beauregard  estimated  the  effective  total  of  the  Army 
of  Tennessee  at  6,700.  Our  cavalry  is  better  and  more  numerous  than 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  is  under  a much  abler  commander.  The  Fed- 
eral army  is  supposed  by  our  officers  to  amount  to  about  45,000.  I 
have  no  other  means  of  estimating  its  strength.  Under  such  circum- 
stances I will  not  give  battle  to  Sherman’s  united  army,  unless  your 
situation  may  require  such  a course;  but  will  if  I can  find  it  divided. 
Of  this  please  advise  me.  I need  not  say  that  your  opinions  will  have 
a control  equal  to  that  of  your  official  authority.  Should  Sherman  and 
Cox  unite,  their  march  into  Virginia  cannot  be  prevented  by  me.  In 
that  event,  if  I understand  your  letter  of  February  23,  you  will  meet 
us  at  the  southern  edge  of  Virginia  to  give  battle.  Would  it  be  prac- 
ticable, instead,  to  hold  one  of  the  inner  lines  of  Bichmond  with  one 
part  of  your  army,  and  meet  Sherman  with  the  other,  returning  to 
Bichmond  after  fighting?  I should  be  glad  to  know  as  much  as  you 
think  it  prudent  to  communicate  of  the  effect  upon  your  position  of  the 
interruption  by  the  Federal  army  of  the  railroad  by  Baleigh.  If  the 
possession  of  the  road  by  Baleigh  is  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of 
your  army,  unless  it  is  improper  to  ask,  1 should  be  glad  to  be  informed. 
I beg  you  to  inform  me  of  everything  in  your  affairs  which  is  connected 
with  my  operations,  such,  at  least,  as  may  be  dependent  on  them,  that 
I may  do  my  utmost  to  aid  you.  I shall  also  be  grateful  for  any 
instructions  you  may  have  time  to  give  me. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOX, 

General. 


Baleigh,  March  if,  1865. 

Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  result  of 
examination  of  route  from  Jonesborough,  on  Western  Coal  Fields  Bail- 
road,  to  Page’s  Depot,  on  North  Carolina  Bailroad,  by  way  of  Avon’s 
Ferry.  The  distance  is  thirty-five  miles,  ridge  road,  generally  level, 
and  for  the  most  part  sandy  soil;  there  are,  however,  several  steep  clay 
hills,  whicb  have  been  rendered  almost  impassable  by  the  continued 
rains.  The  low  grounds  as  you  approach  the  river  from  Jonesborough 
are  miry,  and  the  road  there  in  bad  condition.  It  should  be  causewayed. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Cape  Fear,  there  is  but  one  water- course  of 
any  importance — White  Oak  Creek,  four  miles  east  of  the  river,  which 
is  well  bridged.  At  ordinary  seasons  this  road  is  a very  good  one. 
From  Jonesborough  to  Morrisville,  on  North  Carolina  Bailroad,  by  way 
of  Haywood,  is  as  near  a route.  There  is  a bridge  over  Deep  Biver, 
but  there  is  none  over  Haw;  it  has  been  recently  carried  off  by  freshet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBEBT  STBANGE, 

Aide  (le- Camp. 


Bichmond,  Va.,  March  if,  1865. 
General  Jos.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh.,  N.  €.: 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  I have  failed  in 
obtaining  funds  to  pay  the  troops  of  your  command.  It  is  proper  that  I 
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should  at  the  same  time  relieve  both  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments 
of  any  and  all  neglect  in  the  matter.  With  this  view  I take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  that  a general  order  be  published  to  your  army,  setting 
forth  the  embarrassment  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  causes 
of  the  delay  in  the  payment  of  their  dues.  I firmly  believe  that  all  dis- 
satisfaction will  cease  when  these  reasons  are  explained  to  the  army. 
The  embarrassment  of  the  Treasury  Is  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of 
Treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  by  law.  The  present  Congress 
has  very  properly  prohibited  any  further  issue,  but  has  provided  by  a 
tax  bill  for  the  disbursements  of  the  Government  in  the  future.  This 
tax  bill  goes  into  operation  immediately,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  confidently  believes  that  in  six  weeks  he  will  be  amply 
provided  with  means  to  pay  the  army,  &c. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  DESLONDE, 

Major ^ (&c. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  58.  ) Eichmond^  Va.,  March  11,  1865. 

###*#** 

XYII.  Paragraph  XXIV,  Special  Orders,  No.  43,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General’s  Office,  current  series,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  F.  A.  Shoup,  Pro\isional  Army,  0.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  under 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding,  &c.,  and  will  report  accord- 
ingly. 

***###* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

JXO.  WITIIEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  March  11,  1665 — 1^  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Ealeigh,  V.  G. : 

Please  keep  me  informed  of  enemy’s  movements  in  Bragg’s  and  Har- 
dee’s fronts.  Troops  at  Salisbury  are  still  awaiting  transportation. 

G.  T.  BEAHEEGARD. 


Ealeigh,  Alarch  11,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charlotte: 

Federal  army  is  in  Fayetteville  this  morning.  Hardee  and  Hampton 
near  on  this  side.  General  Bragg’s  troops  are  returning  to  Golds- 
borough  from  Kinston,  where  the  force  opposed  to  his  own  was  heavily 
re-enforced  from  Wilmington.  That  force  was  beaten  by  General 
Bragg  with  Hill’s  and  Hoke’s  troops  on  the  8th. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  11, 1865 — 6.45  i).  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Ealeigh,  N.  C.: 

There  are  120  car-loads  of  troops,  artillery,  and  wagons  at  Salisbury. 
Must  they  continue  to  await  transportation  there  or  march  to  Greens- 
borough?  There  are  about  sixty-live  loads  still  at  Chester  awaiting 
movement  from  Salisbury. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Headquarters, 
Raleigh^  March  11^  1865 — 12  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Fayetteville : 

General:  General  Bragg  reports  a heavy  force  from  Wilmington 
joining  the  troops  he  lately  engaged.  It  may  be  Sherman’s  design  to 
unite  with  that  force  and  for  that  object  to  move  toward  Goldsborough 
instead  of  Raleigh.  It  is  very  important,  therefore,  that  your  move- 
ments conform  to  Sherman’s  when  he  leaves  Fayetteville.  If  he  goes 
to  Raleigh  he  may  cross  the  river  twenty  or  thirty  miles  above  Fayette- 
ville. To  discover  any  such  movement  we  should  have  scouts  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  parties  small  enough  to  escape  by  the  ferries. 
If  this  has  not  been  provided  for  desire  Lieutenant-General  Hampton 
to  take  the  necessary  steps.  It  is  important  that  you  keep  as  near  the 
river  as  you  can  without  compromising  yourself  until  Sherman’s  course 
is  developed.  We  are  making  iDreparations  to  send  you  from  this  point 
a few  days’  rations.  We  can  supply  you  as  long  as  it  will  be  necessary, 
so  it  will  not  at  present  be  necessary  for  you  to  come  to  the  railroad  for 
subsistence.  Sherman  will  either  move  toward  Raleigh  or  Golds- 
borough to  unite  with  Cox.  If  he  takes  the  first  course.  General 
Bragg’s  troops  will  be  brought  to  yours ; if  the  second,  yours  to  his.  We 
must  endeavor  to  be  prepared  for  either. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  fl,  1865 — 12  m. 

General  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Fayetteville^  N.  C. : 

It  is  difficult  to  communicate  with  Robertson.  I hope  he  will  not 
follow  the  route  you  indicate.  He  should  keep  closer  to  enemy’s  rear. 
Butler  and  Wheeler  must  be  between  you  and  enemy.  Call  on  Hamp- 
ton to  keep  you  advised  of  latter’s  movements. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Report  of  a scouting  party  of  seven  men. 

March  11, 1805. 

We  left  our  command  at  Branchville,  S.  C.,  and  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Orangeburg  Court-House.  Here  the  enemy  were  stationed, 
but  soon  moved  off  in  the  way  of  Columbia,  their  right  column  of  the 
Seventeenth  Corps  moving  on  the  old  State  road;  the  Fifteenth,  on  the 
Orangeburg  road  to  Columbia;  the  Fourteenth,  on  the  Bull  Swamp 
road,  and  the  Twentieth,  on  the  road  from  Barnwell  Court-House  to 
Columbia,  and  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  to  the  left  of  that.  We  followed 
the  right  of  the  army  near  to  Columbia,  then  shifted  to  the  left,  crossed 
the  Saluda  River,  got  in  the  forks  of  Saluda  and  Broad  Rivers,  and 
crossed  the  Broad  at  Lyle’s  Ford  and  followed  the  rear  left  flank  of 
their  army  to  Black  Stocks  Station,  on  the  Charlotte  and  Columbia  Rail- 
road; from  there  to  Rocky  Mount  Ferry,  on  the  Catawba  River;  from 
there  to  Lancaster  Court-House  and  to  Chesterfield  Court-House,  and 
on  to  Haile’s  Ferry  on  the  Redee  River,  where  they  crossed,  and  then 
to  Rockingham,  and  on  to  Fayetteville,  where  we  joined  our  division. 
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The  enemy’s  right  remained  of  the  same  troops  as  from  Orangeburg 
Court-House  to  Columbia  and  their  entire  line  of  march  of  the  same. 
The  result  of  scout,  I man  (a  gallant  fellow)  killed  on  our  side  and  68 
killed  for  the  Federals,  and  4 turned  over  to  Wheeler’s  cavalry. 

T.  M.  PAYSINGER, 

Sergeant  of  Party. 


[March  11,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1125.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Fayettemlle^  March  11^  1865 — 9.35  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  Warren  Grigsby,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Colonel  : Major-General  Wheeler  desires  you  to  cross  the  river  at 
Averasborough,  or  some  point  above  that.  The  enemy  will  occupy 
Fayetteville  in  an  hour.  You  will,  after  crossing  the  river,  make  exer- 
tions to  join  the  command  with  the  train,  as  far  as  you  can  do  so  with- 
out risking  the  train.  No  point  can  now  be  designated. 

Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HUDSON, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond j Fu.,  March  11  j 1865. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.  : 

General:  The  demand  for  quartermaster  and  commissary  supplies 
here  is  very  urgent.  If  military  reasons  do  not  make  it  imi^ossible  let 
the  trains  go  from  Goldsborough  loaded.  If  there  be  doubts  of  their 
prompt  return  I suggest  that  officers  be  sent  with  them.  A law  just 
passed  gives  the  Government  ample  power  over  the  roads,  their  officers, 
and  their  employes. 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Goldsborough,  March  11^  1865. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

The  trains  were  used  in  emergency  in  moving  the  sick  and  wounded 
and  supplies  from  Kinston.  That  accomplished,  they  are  now  trans- 
I)orting  all  supplies  hence  without  distinction  between  armies. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 

(Same  to  General  Lee.) 


Goldsborough,  March  11, 1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh : 

We  have  nearly  200,000  rations,  and  there  is  no  storage  at  Smith- 
field.  I will  stop  first  supplies  there,  and  continue,  unless  otherwise 
directed. 


BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
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Raleigh,  March  11, 1865^10.15  a.  m. 
General  Bragg,  Goldshorough  : 

Better  remain  at  Goldsborough  till  we  see  Sherman’s  course  from 
Fayetteville. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Goldsborough,  March  11, 1865 — 11  a.  m. 
General  Bragg,  Kinston: 

Following  dispatch  just  received  from  Raleigh,  11th: 

Your  commissary  reports  large  amount  commissary  stores  at  Goldsborough.  It 
is  important  to  save  them.  I am  sure  you  will  have  time  to  do  so.  They  are  of  great 
importance  to  us,  so  please  have  them  brought  away. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

I have  directed  Cameron  to  obey.  If  you  disapprove  please  telegraph. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  March  11, 1865 — 12  m. 
General  Braxton  ’BuagGt,'' Goldshorough  : 

Your  dispatch  of  11.30  a.  m.  received.  Such  supplies  as  you  will  not 
need  at  Goldsborough  had  better  be  sent  to  Smithfield.  You  have  been 
requested  to  halt  at  Goldsborough  until  Sherman’s  course  is  determined. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Goldsborough,  March  11, 1865 — 12.20  p.  m. 
General  Johnston,  Raleigh,  Y.  C.: 

Your  three  telegrams  to-day  received.  Will  remain  here  as  directed. 
Will  send  trains  loaded  with  supplies  to  Raleigh.  While  there  you  can 
dispose  of  the  trains  as  you  find  necessary.  I am  informed  troops  are 
en  route  this  way  from  Raleigh.  Should  not  all  such  be  ordered  to  stop 
at  Smithfield  I will  stop  there  those  now  coming  till  your  wish  is  known. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Goldsborough,  Alarch  11, 1865 — 1.05  a.  m. 
General  Bragg,  Kinston: 

Are  there  any  orders  to  telegraph  to  Lipscomb’s  command  at  Rocky 
Point?  Shall  I break  up  post  and  telegraph  offices  south  of  this.  I 
do  not  comprehend  the  full  import  of  your  telegram  of  11.45  p.  m.  to 
Major  Cameron.  I only  conjecture  the  danger  alluded  to.  Please  reply 
immediately. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  11, 1865 — 12.40  p.  m. 
Operator  at  Smithfield: 

Troops  now  on  way  from  Raleigh  will  stop  at  Smithfield.  Send  their 
trains  on  here.  Show  this  to  commanding  officers. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Goldsborough,  March  11,  1865. 

Operator  at  Smithfield: 

ColoDel  Burr’s  command  of  home  guards,  Ellis’  battery,  and  Lips- 
comb’s cavalry  regiment,  ordered  to  Baleigh,  will  be  stopped  at  Smith- 
field.  Show  this  to  the  commanding  officers  and  telegraph  here  their 
arrival  at  Smithfield. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


March  11,  1865 — 12  m. 

Colonel  Fremont, 

Magnolia : 

Your  road  is  no  longer  safe  south  of  the  Neuse. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Departiment  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldsborough,  Alarch  11,  1865. 

I.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  all  public  stores  and  the  like 
will  be  forwarded  to  Raleigh  as  rapidly  as  possible,  retaining  20,000 
rations  of  subsistence  here,  and  as  much  at  Smithfield. 

II.  Medicines,  medical  stores  proper,  and  surgical  instruments,  and 
ammunition,  arms,  and  subsistence,  will  have  preference  of  transpor- 
tation in  the  order  here  mentioned.  Passenger  trains  which  cannot 
be  used  for  freight  will  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  sick  and  wounded 
while  needed  for  that  purpose. 

III.  The  entire  energies  of  the  different  departments  will  be  bestowed 
upon  these  objects.  Officers  will  personally  superintend  the  duties. 
The  whole  laboring  force  of  the  engineer  and  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ments will  be  employed  in  the  work. 

IV.  Cotton  and  other  stores  which  cannot  be  removed  must  be  so 
placed  that  they  can  be  readily  destroyed. 

y.  One  officer  of  the  inspector’s  department  from  these  headquarters 
will  remain  on  duty  at  the  depot  to  overlook  these  operations,  and 
keep  the  commanding  general  advised  of  any  neglect  or  unnecessary 
delay. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Kinston,  March  11,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke: 

General  : See  particularly  to  the  telegraph  operators , that  they  do 
not  remain  in  Kinston.  All  of  the  papers  in  the  telegraph  office 
must  be  destroyed.  As  soon  as  all  of  the  supplies  and  wounded  are 
off  General  Bragg  desires  that  you  use  the  balance  of  transportation 
for  removal  of  troops,  commencing  with  Brigadier-General  Baker’s 
command,  which  will  go  directly  through  to  Smithfield. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  S.  PARKER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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March  11,  1865 — 12  m. 

General  Hoke, 

Kinston ; 

Troops  must  all  march.  Hold  Kinston  as  long  as  it  can  be  done  with 
safety  to  your  rear  guard,  and  delay  the  enemy  on  his  route  here  as  far 
as  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your  command. 

BRAXTOK  BRAGG. 


Goldsborou&h,  March  11,  1865 — 5 p.  m. 

General  Hoke: 

You  have  misconstrued  my  orders.  Your  main  force  was  to  move  on, 
but  the  rear  guard  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  at  Kinston  as  long  as 
consistent  with  safety.  If  not  too  late,  this  must  now  be  done.  It  is 
all  important. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG. 


March  11,  1865. 

General  Hoke: 

Your  dispatch  received.  It  is  important  to  delay  the  enemy’s  move- 
ment on  this  place,  but  your  main  body  should  come  on  as  soon  as  the 
road  is  clear. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG. 


Goldsborouoh,  March  11,  1865 — 6.05  p.  m. 

General  Hoke, 

Kinston : 

The  cavalry  will  not  answer.  It  seems  to  me  one  brigade  would  do, 
but  if  necessary,  leave  the  two. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG. 


Charlotte,  X.  0.,  March  11, 1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  N.  C.  : 

Inspect  field  transportation  at  i)ost  Salisbury.  Leave  there  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  and  order  rest  sent  to  Oapt.  J.  M.  Goodman, 
assistant  quartermaster,  at  Chester,  under  Wagon-master  Hauser. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard  : 

JXO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  X.  C.,  March  11,  1865 — 8.20  p.  ni. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  N.  C. : 

Can  you  send  myself,  two  aides,  and  five  horses  through  to  Raleigh 
to-morrow,  not  by  special  trains?  If  so,  when  must  I leave  here?  I 
wish  to  be  delayed  little  as  possible  on  the  way. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARH. 
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Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865 — 10  p.  m, 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  W.  C. : 

I will  leave  here  Monday  morning. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  11,  1865. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Goodman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Chester,  S.  C.: 

When  will  the  lavst  of  the  wagons  and  artillery  leave  Chester? 
Answer  quick. 

Bv  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  March  12,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

(Via  Richmond.) 

Is  it  so  important  to  prevent  the  interruption  of  the  road  by  Raleigh 
by  which  you  are  supplied  as  to  make  it  proper  to  give  battle  with  the 
chance  of  winning  against  us?  I would  not  fight  Sherman’s  united 
army  unless  your  situation  makes  it  necessary. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865—12.30  p.  m. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Petersburg,  Ya. : 

All  troops  have  left  Chester.  I will  leave  here  to-morrow  morning 
to  join  General  Johnston  at  or  about  Raleigh. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  12, 1865—12.30  p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh,  W.  C. : 

All  troops  have  left  Chester.  I will  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  to 
join  you. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  12,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Salisbury,  N.  C. : 

In  view  of  difficulty  to  procure  cars.  General  Beauregard  will  leave 
here  to-morrow  at  9 ai  m.  with  only  two  aides,  two  couriers,  and  seven 
horses. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Goldsborough,  March  12,  1865. 

Surg.  P.  E.  Hines, 

Medical  Director,  Raleigh,  W.  C. : 

Dispatch  received.  Orders  already  given  to  move  patients  and 
stores  from  Wilson  as  soon  as  more  urgent  matters  permit. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Goldsborouoh,  March  12,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Kinston,  N.  C. : 

If  Ohesnut’s  squadron  South  Carolina  cavalry  is  near  you  order  it 
here  immediately  and  to  report  on  arrival. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North-  Carolina, 

Goldsborough,  March  12,  1865. 

Captain  Paris, 

Commandmg  Light  Artillery  Battalion: 

Captain:  The  general  commanding  directs  you  will  immediately 
send  a battery  of  your  command  to  the  county  bridge  near  Golds- 
borough, and  have  them  placed  in  position  to  defend  the  bridge  against 
expected  raid  from  the  other  side. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Goldsborough,  Alarch  12,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb, 

Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  take  position  on  South 
Eiver  at  and  near  the  point  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  highway  lead- 
ing from  Goldsborough  to  Fayetteville.  You  will  iiut  yourself  in  com- 
munication with  Lieutenant-General  Hampton,  who  is  in  that  vicinity. 
You  will  appropriately  dispose  your  command  so  as  to  discover  the 
first  approach  of  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Fayetteville,  and 
report  to  these  headquarters  by  courier  daily.  You  will  report  oftener 
when  there  shall  be  any  special  information  to  communicate.  Should 
the  enemy  appear  you  will  fall  back  before  him  toward  Smithfield  or 
Goldsborough,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  as  ultimately  to  join  the  main 
body  of  the  forces  of  this  command. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — Captain  Chesnut,  with  his  squadron,  will  be  directed  to  rejoin 
you  as  soon  as  he  can  be  found. 


J.  B.  S. 


Goldsboro UUH,  March  12^  1865. 

Operator  at  Moseley  Hall: 

Inform  me  when  the  rear  guard,  consisting  of  all  infantry  at  Kinston, 
passes  on  the  march  this  way,  and  promptly  send  forward  all  orders 
by  courier.  Keep  your  office  open  till  ordered  from  here  to  close. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  ^^^orth  Carolina, 

Goldshoroughj  March  12,  1865. 

General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Corps : 

Your  note  of  to-day  received.  The  general  commanding  entirely 
approves  your  suggestion  concerning  the  Ealeigh  papers.  On  his 
arrival  here  from  Wilmington  he  adopted  toward  them  the  course  inti- 
mated, though  a renewal  of  the  restriction  is  probably  necessary.  This 
morning  a squadron  of  cavalry  was  ordered  here  for  the  picket  duty 
you  suggest.  They  are  expected  to-morrow.  You  correctly  apprehend 
the  kind  of  field  return  called  for,  viz,  effective  total,  total  jiresent, 
and  aggregate. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  North  Carolina  Eeserves, 

Raleigh,  March  12,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  A rmy : 

General:  By  orders  of  General  Johnston,  I have. ordered  all  the 
Eeserves  and  detailed  men  in  this  State  to  be  assembled  at  convenient 
points  on  the  railroads,  with  a view  to  call  them  into  immediate  service 
in  the  field.  The  reasons  for  this  order  have  doubtless  been  given 
to  you  by  General  Johnston.  In  my  judgment  they  are  paramount. 
The  failure  to  destroy  the  column  advancing  on  Kinston  and  the 
abandonment  of  that  important  position  makes  it  very  doubtful  whether 
a junction  of  that  army  with  Sherman’s  can  be  prevented,  and  hence 
every  musket  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  will  be  required.  The  evils 
to  6e  apprehended  are  the  consequences  that  may  result  from  with- 
drawing the  Eeserves  from  the  apprehension  of  deserters,  a duty  to 
which  they  have  recently  been  assigned,  and  which  is  now  being  prose- 
cuted with  some  success.  This,  together  with  the  stoppage  of  all 
public  and  private  works  on  which  detailed  men  are  employed,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  imperious  necessity  of 
increasing  General  Johnston’s  force.  The  three  regiments  of  Eeserves 
lately  stationed  at  Salisbury  as  a prison  guard  were  reduced  by 
desertions  and  other  causes  to  one-quarter  their  proper  strength,  and  I 
have  some  fear  that  the  feeling  of  disaffection  among  the  people  will 
prevent  their  rallying  in  time  to  be  of  service,  though  I am  assured  by 
their  colonels  that  such  will  be  the  case.  The  apparent  certainty  that 
this  capital  is  the  point  at  which  the  enemy’s  united  armies  will  strike 
has  induced  me,  by  the  advice  of  General  Johnston,  to  order  the  camp 
of  instruction  and  conscript  office  to  be  removed  to  Green sborough. 
Every  preparation  for  this  will  be  immediately  made,  but  the  move- 
ment will  not  commence  until  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  are  certain.  I 
shall  remain  here,  and  if  it  be  possible  to  assemble  the  desultory  troops 
I have  called  out,  will  take  the  immediate  command  of  them.  If  there 
be  any  objection  to  what  I have  done,  or  intend  doing,  I respectfully 
ask  that  you  will  instruct  me  by  telegraph,  as  there  will  be  ample  time 
to  restore  the  original  status  of  things  before  any  injury  is  done. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^s  Office, 

March  15^  1865. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  General  E.  E.  Lee. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

March  18,  1865. 

Eespectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  action  of  Lieutenant-General  Holmes  is  approved  by  General 
E.  E.  Lee. 

W.  H.  TAYLOE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  North  Carolina  Eeserves, 

Raleigh,  March  2,  1865. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General:  All  the  Eeserves  in  North  Carolina  have  long  been  in 
active  service  under  the  different  commanders,  and  I have  no  men  to 
order,  as  required  by  Orders,  No.  8,  just  received.  I have  written  to 
General  Bragg  for  a regiment  of  Senior  Eeserves,  and  I respectfully 
ask  you  to  order  the  brigade  now  at  Salisbury  to  be  returned  to  me. 
The  Federal  prisoners  there,  I presume,  will  soon  be  forwarded  for 
exchange. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Georgia, 

Augusta.,  March  12,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Otey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : For  the  information  of  the  commanding  general  I respect- 
fully report  as  follows:  The  effective  force  stationed  in  this  military 
district  consists  of  the  Third  Eegiment  Georgia  Eeserves,  375  j Han- 
non’s brigade  cavalry,  500;  Twenty -ninth  Battalion  Georgia  Cavalry, 
300 ; Fourth  Eegiment  Georgia  Cavalry,  200.  The  regiment  of  Georgia 
Eeserves  is  now  stationed  three  miles  east  of  Augusta.  Hannon’s 
Brigade,  left  here  by  General  Young,  I have  ordered  to  guard  the 
approaches  to  this  city  from  Savannah  and  Pocotaligo  and  to  operate 
vigorously  against  any  foraging  or  other  parties  the  enemy  may  send 
out,  and  to  keep  them  confined  as  far  as  practicable  to  such  points  as 
they  hold  on  the  coast.  The  same  instructions  have  been  given  to  the 
Twenty-ninth  Georgia  Battalion  and  Fourth  Georgia  Eegiment,  which 
are  in  Liberty  and  McIntosh  Counties.  So  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn, 
the  enemy  have  no  considerable  force  either  at  Charleston,  Savannah, 
or  any  of  the  intermediate  points.  But  the  negroes  every  where  within 
their  reach  have  become  much  demoralized,  an  da  large  number  have  gone 
to  the  enemy.  I have  instructed  the  cavalry  to  prevent  this  as  far  as 
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practicable.  I have  caused  Geueral  Lee’s  amnesty  order  and  General 
Johnston’s  assumiug  command  to  be  printed  and  distributed  exten- 
sively in  parts  of  this  district  which  are  not  reached  by  the  newspa- 
pers. These  orders  are  producing  a happy  effect.  I have  been  urging 
forward  the  work  on  the  line  of  telegraph  from  Augusta  to  Columbia 
and  hope  to  have  it  ready  for  use  by  the  20th  instant.  The  heavy 
rains  have  retarded  the  work  of  repairing  the  Georgia  Railroad.  The 
engineer  in  charge  expects  to  have  it  open  to  Atlanta  by  the  25th  of 
April.  Herewith  I send  copy  of  a proposal  to  procure  necessaries  by 
exchanging  cotton  and  tobacco  at  Savannah.  The  parties  making  the 
proposal  are  reliable  men.  Without  the  sanction  of  the  commanding 
general  I have  refused  to  authorize  any  trade  with  Savannah.  I 
would  be  glad  to  know  his  wishes  on  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  FRY, 
Brigadier- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters, 
.Raleigh^  N.  0.,  March  22.,  1865. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston  for  his  information 
and  action. 

Brigadier-General  Fry’s  disposition  of  his  forces  and  his  instructions 
appear  judicious.  The  matter  of  contracts  for  army  supplies  meets 
with  my  cordial  approval,  but  I apprehend  that  no  action  can  be  taken 
without  the  direct  approval  of  the  War  Department,  and  great  caution 
should  be  used  in  selecting  the  parties  to  be  contracted  with;  other- 
wise any  such  arrangement  might  lead  to  a great  deal  of  abuse  and 
trouble. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  13,  1865. 

General  Robert  E.  Lee, 

Petersburg,  Ya. : 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  just  informed  me  that  General  Johnston 
has  directed  the  removal  of  supplies  from  Raleigh  as  necessary  for 
their  safety.  If  this  indicates  a purpose  to  retire  behind  the  railroad 
line  from  Goldsborough  to  Raleigh,  and  thence  to  Greensborough,  the 
region  of  supplies  will  be  lost,  and  we  cannot  maintain  our  position  in 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  I hope  you  will  be  able,  by  specific 
instructions,  to  avert  so  great  a calamity. 

JEFF’N  DAVIS. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

Lieutenant-General  Lee  reports  that  he  will  leave  Augusta  to-day 
with  3,000  men  and  pontoon  train,  if  it  arrive  in  time.  He  says  about 
4,000  men  will  probably  arrive  shortly  at  Augusta  with  wagon  train. 
I leave  this  morning. 


G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Ealeigh,  March  13,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Charlotte : 

Following  received,  dated  March  12,  8 p.  m. : 

Enemy  crossed  Cape  Fear  at  Cedar  Creek,  Fayetteville,  and  Elliott^s  Ferry,  seven 
miles  above.  I move  up  to  cover  all  ferries  above.  Enemy’s  purpose  not  developed. 

W.  J.  HARDEE. 

If  these  crossings  are  in  force  a movement  eastward  is  indicated. 
Hope  to  see  you  soon. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Salisbury,  N.  C.,  March  13,  1865. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh,  N.  C.: 

Am  here  on  my  way  to  join  you.  Will  leave  here  in  a few  minutes, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  March  13,  1865 — 7.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : ^ 

(Via  Barbee’s.) 

If  enemy  has  crossed  in  force  Cedar  Creek,  seems  to  indicate  move- 
ment eastwardly.  Have  you  not  parties  west  of  river  above?  If  not, 
scouts  might  be  sent  by  ferries  you  hold. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Macon,  Ga.,  March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  F.  Molloy, 

ChieJ  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

General  Beauregard  directs  that  I,  and  all  his  staff  wagons  and 
appurtenances,  join  him  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.  Brent  left  for  the  field  last 
Wednesday.  I will  leave  next  Friday. 

J.  B.  EUSTIS, 


Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  M.  L.  Smith,  Mobile.) 


Ealeigh,  March  13,  1865 — 5.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Stewart,  Smith  field: 

Eemain  at  Smithfield,  and  stop  there  all  troops  arriving  from  West. 
Acknowledge. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  13,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Lee^s  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  put  your  command  in 
motion  at  once  and  proceed  to-night  six  or  eight  miles  on  the  road  to 
Smithfield.  Further  orders  will  be  sent  you  there. 

I am,  general,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  13^  1865 — 6.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Lee’s  Corps: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  continue  your  march, 
without  unnecessary  delay,  to  morrow  morning,  to  Smithfield.  Upon 
reaching  there  report  your  arrival  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  at  Kaleigh, 
by  telegraph. 


Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  division  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  D.  Clayton  for 

March  13,  1865. 


Command 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Division  staff 

4 

49 

1 

4 

583 

8 

2, 578 

Stovall’s  brigade 

425 

402 

Holtzclavv’s  brigades 

Gibson’s  brigade  h 

Jackson’s  brigade  c 

7 

116 

103 

164 

3,017 

Total  division 

60 

541 

505 

751 

5,  603 

a Sent  to  Mobile  by  order  General  Beauregard. 
h Transferred  to  Bate’s  division  by  order  General  Hood. 

c Transferred  from  Bute’s  division,  in  exchange  for  Gibson’s  brigade,  by  order  General  Hood. 


H.  D.  CLAYTON, 

Major- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  division  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Taliaferro 
C.  S.  Army,  for  March  IS,  1865. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 
ent. 

Total  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

U 

O 

o 

56 

c 

i 

7 

8 

8 

...  ..  

86 

86 

1,460 

1,048 

1, 461 
1,051 

1,855 

1,280 

3, 137 
1,795 

Bbett’s  brio'ade. ..... 

inTanfry  _ ... 

172 

12 

2,508 

288 

2,  512 
288 

3,135 

341 

4,932 

536 

Rbett’s  battalion  light  artillerj’’ 

Grand  total 

191 

2,  796 

2,  800 

3,484 

5, 476 
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Fayetteville  and  Raleigh  Road, 

Near  McKeethori’s^  March  13,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 
LieutenaDt-General  Hampton, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  : A wagon  load  of  ordnance  is  just  passing  back  to  Gen- 
eral Wheeler.  No  other  memorandum  of  ordnance  needed  has  been 
received  by  me.  If  you  Avill  send  an  officer  to  fit  up  the  howitzer 
which  is  with  my  headquarters  train  1 will  furnish  ammunition.  I 
have  left  a brigade  of  infantry  at  the  intersection  of  the  McKeethon 
Bridge  road  with  this  and  directed  that  it  should  sustain  the  cavalry 
in  case  it  should  be  forced  back  to  that  point.  I hope  you  have  cav- 
alry on  the  other  roads  watching  the  enemy.  I think  the  movement 
on  this  road  is  intended  merely,  as  you  suppose,  to  get  forage.  One  of 
my  scouting  parties  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  last  night  captured 
5 of  the  enemy,  13  negroes,  9 horses,  and  3 carts  of  bacon.  The  enemy 
are  foraging  up  to  Little  Uiver. 

Respectfully,  yours. 


W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


General  Wheeler: 


Headquarters, 
March  13,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 


General  : Your  dispatch  of  2.25  p.  m.  just  received.  It  is  desirable 
to  check  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible,  so  as  to  allow  our  infantry  to 
get  off.  If  only  cavalry  presses  you  you  can  easily  stop  them  or  keep 
Generals  Johnston  and  Hardee  informed  of  all  movements  by  tele- 
graph. It  will  be  necessary  to  hold  the  point  where  this  road  and  the 
one  you  are  on  come  together,  so  that  Law  can  get  by.  He  is  ten  miles 
from  Raleigh,  with  pickets  well  to  his  front. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


It  is  necessary  to  keep  some  force  on  the  railroad  to  cover  that  and 
the  dirt  road  up  to  Brassfield  Depot.  A brigade  would  be  sufficient 
for  this  and  it  could  rejoin  you  when  Law  reaches  the  railroad. 


[March  13,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan  (three  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  see  Part  I,  pp.  1125,  1126.] 


Goldsrorough,  March  13,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh: 

Your  dispatch  received.  My  troops  are  all  here  and  ready,  except 
rear  guard  at  Kinston.  The  enemy  had  not  appeared  there  last  night. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Raleigh,  March  13,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Goldshorough : 

How  long  will  it  take  you  to  reach  Smithfield,  and  how  much  can  the 
railroad  help  you  in  timed 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
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Goldsborough,  March  13,  1865 — 4.30  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Raleigh : 

My  main  force  can  be  there  on  the  loth;  all  on  the  16th,  if  we  move 
immediately,  which  I suggest,  '^o  railroad  transportation  is  available, 
nor  could  it  advance  me. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Ealeigh,  March  13,  1865 — 5.15  p.  m. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Ooldshorough : 

Transfer  your  command,  including  Tennessee  troops,  to  Smithfield 
with  all  promptness,  using  railroad  as  far  as  may  be  advantageous. 
Keep  your  cavalry  in  observation  as  long  as  possible.  Acknowledge 
receipt  of  this. 

J.  E.  JOHXSTON. 


\ 


Ealeigh,  March  13,  1865 — 5.45  p.  m. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Ooldshorough : 

Your  dispatch  4.30  p.  m.  received.  Move  as  early  as  possible  in  the 
morning.  Acknowledge. 

J.  E.  JOHXSTOX. 


Goldsborough,  March  13,  1865 — 6.15  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Raleigh,  A.  C. : 

Your  two  telegrams  of  this  afternoon  are  received. 

BEAXTOX  BEAGG, 

General. 


Goldsborough,  March  13,  1865. 

Operator  at  Moseley  Hall: 

Eemain  until  the  cavalry  at  Kinston  are  ordered  to  fall  back.  Then 
accompany  them  with  your  instruments  and  materials.  While  remain- 
ing, communicate  information  to  Colonel  Pool,  Goldsborough,  and 
General  Bragg,  Smithheld.  If  Ohesnut’s  squadron  is  near  tell  them 
to  come  on. 

JOHX  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina, 

Goldsborough,  March  13,  1865. 

The  several  commands  will  immediately  i^repare  and  keep  on  hand 
cooked  rations  for  two  days,  and  be  held  ready  in  every  respect  to 
march  at  a moment’s  notice.  Absent  or  detached  commands  will  as 
promptly  as  practicable  assemble  at  Goldsborough,  encamj),  and  await 
orders.  That  part  of  Major-General  Hoke’s  division  (including  Colonel 
Whitford’s  command)  left  at  Kinston  as  rear  guard  will  immediately 
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march  for  this  place  on  the  dirt  road  nearest  the  railroad,  so  that  they 
may  be  taken  up  on  trains  if  necessary  and  practicable.  The  cavalry 
there  will  remain  behind  till  further  orders,  to  cover  the  movement  and 
report  and  obstruct  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Chiefs  of  staff 
departments  will  see  to  the  proper  disposition  of  the  affairs  of  their 
several  departments,  and  that  no  delay  or  loss  shall  ensue. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Goldsborough,  March  13^  1865 — 11.45  a.  m. 

Colonel  Zachry, 

Commanding  Golquitfs  Brigade^  Kinston^  A.  C. : 

Leave  the  cavalry  to  watch  and  obstruct  the  enemy  and  to  report 
his  movements.  With  the  infantry  of  the  rear  guard  you  will  inarch 
here  without  delay  on  the  dirt  road  leading  along  the  railroad,  so  as  to 
be  taken  up  by  trains,  if  practicable  to  send  any. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 

A ssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Goldsborough,  Mareh  13,  1865. 

Colonel  Zachry,  Kinston: 

(Care  of  Captain  Cooper,  assistant  adjutant-general.) 

Your  dispatch  to  General  Hoke  opened  by  me.  Colonel  Sale  is  my 
assistant  adjutant-general.  March  immediately  as  directed,  leaving 
the  cavalry  until  further  orders.  Telegraph  office  at  Moseley  Hall  to 
be  kept  open  till  ordered  closed  from  me.  Courier  to  be  kept  there  to 
comuiunicate  with  Kinston.  Burn  all  bridges  as  you  pass  this  way. 
No  train  can  be  sent.  Time  is  important. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  March  13,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding  Department,  cf c.  : 

’ General:  I send  with  this  two  reports*  made  by  Capt.  J.  J.  Dick- 
iso  n,  Second  Florida  Cavalry,  of  recent  operations  of  his  command 
against  the  enemy.  Whilst  1 commanded  the  Department  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  [I]  frequently  had  occasion  tobringto  the 
notice  of  the  Government  the  gallant  and  valuable  services  rendered 
by  Captain  Dickison,  and  recommended  his  promotion.  I am  glad  to 
have  this  opportunity  of  again  mentioning  his  services,  and  to  renew 
my  recommendation  that  he  be  promoted.  I think  he  has  fairly  won 
his  promotion,  and  that  his  advancement  will  promote  the  interest  of 
the  service  in  this  State.  I therefore  recommend  that  he  be  given  the 
rank,  at  least  temporarily,  of  colonel.  The  enemy  has  been  quite  active 
in  this  State  recently,  and  if  they  succeed  in  getting  possession  of 
Baldwin,  or  so  damaging  the  Central,  or  Georgia  and  Pensacola  Rail- 

* For  report  of  action  at  Braddock’s  Farm,  Fla.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1135,  and  for  report 
of  action  at  Station  Number  Four,  Fla.,  see  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  1. 
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road  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  cars  for  a considerable  length  of  time, 
it  will,  in  a measure,  cut  oft*  South  Florida  from  the  rest  of  the  Confed 
eracy,  and  in  that  event  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  an  active,  intelli 
gent,  and  energetic  officer  to  command  in  South  Florida.  I know  of  no 
one,  certainly  no  one  in  my  command,  at  all  comparable  to  Captain 
Dickison  for  this  service.  If  he  had  the  requisite  rank  he  could  retain 
his  present  command,  three  companies  and  a section  of  artillery,  and 
also  the’ special,  or,  as  it  is  called  here,  commissary  battalion  of  nine 
companies  and  about  800  men.  This  battalion  was  organized  by  the 
War  Department  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  cattle,  but  is  called  on 
to  render  more  military  service  when  needed.  I do  not  propose  to  inter- 
fere with  the  organization  of  the  battalion,  but  simply  to  have  Captain 
Dickison  given  sufficient  rank  (the  battalion  is  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Munnerlyn)  to  enable  him  to  exercise  command  over  it. 
I am  convinced  that  if  this  recommendation  is  adopted  it  will  conduce 
to  the  interest  of  the  service,  and  therefore  respectfully  urge  that  it  be 
done  as  soon  as  ])racticable. 

I am,  \ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Report  forwarded  direct  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Geiieral  because 
I do  not  know  when  or  where  the  copy  sent  to  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  will  reach  him,  and  the  uncertainty  of  reaching  him  also. 

SAM.  JONES, 

» Major-General 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee.,  Fla.j  Mareli  13^  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Comdg.  Department  of  South  Carolina^  Georgia^  and  Florida: 

General  : In  an  interview  I had  with  you  a day  or  two  before  I left 
Charleston  you  gave  as  a reason  for  assigning  me  to  the  command  of 
this  district  that,  in  the  event  of  your  being  cut  off  from  this  section  of 
country  by  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  you  desired  to  have  in  com- 
mand here  an  officer  of  experience,  and  of  such  rank  as  would  enable 
him  to  command  in  Southern  Georgia  in  the  event  of  any  emergency 
rendering  it  desirable  to  do  so;  and  you  added  that  if  after  entering 
on  command  here  I judged  it  advisable  that  my  command  should  be 
extended  to  embrace  Southern  Georgia,  or  so  much  of  it  as  was  in  your 
department,  you  would  do  it.  I am  convinced  that  all^  of  Georgia 
south  of  the  Altamaha,  the  Ocmulgee  Rivers,  and  Muscogee  and  South 
Western  Railroad,  or  the  Eufaula  Railroad,  and  the  counties  of  Ala- 
bama adjacent  to  the  Chattahoochee  and  south  of  Columbus  should  be 
under  one  commander.  Under  the  altered  aspect  of  affairs,  the  fall  of 
Savannah  and  Charleston,  the  march  of  the  enemy  through  South 
Carolina,  and  the  transfer  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
north  of  the  Savannah  River,  tlie  present  arrangement  of  districts 
seems  to  me  very  defective  and  inconvenient.  As  I understand  it,  the 
part  of  Georgia  south  of  Altamaha  and  east  of  the  Allapaha  is  in 
the  District  of  Georgia,  headquarters  at  Augusta,  and  the  portion  of 
Southern  Georgia  west  of  the  Allapaha  is  in  [a]  district  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Tennessee.  W^ho  commands  that  department,  if  there  is  such 
a department  now,  and  where  the  headquarters  are,  I do  not  know. 
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There  is  no  good  reason,  that  I can  see,  why  South  Georgia  should  be 
so  divided,  and  many  reasons  why  it  shouldbe  under  one  command,  and 
incorporated  with  the  District  of  Florida.  All  of  it,  and  especially  the 
eastern  portion,  through  which  the  Savannah,  Albany  and  Gulf  Fail- 
road  passes,  is  in  easier  and  more  direct  communication  with  Florida 
than  with  any  other  portion  of  your  department. 

There  is  a regiment  and  battalion  of  cavalry  (Colonel  Clinch’s  regi- 
ment, and  the  Twenty-ninth  Battalion,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Hood),  south 
of  the  Altamaha,  but  the  commanders  inform  me  they  have  little  or  no 
communication  with  Augusta,  the  headquarters  of  the  district,  and  have 
been  for  a long  time  without  orders  or  instructions.  It  would  be  useless, 
I think,  to  order  them  away.  The  men  are  from  that  section  of  country, 
and  public  sentiment  there  is  so  deplorably  disloyal  that  the  men  would 
not  go  away  if  ordered ; but  they  may  be  made  useful  in  that  section  of 
country  in  preventing  the  enemy  from  occupying  and  cultivating  the 
coast,  and  in  co-operating  with  the  troops  in  this  district  for  its  defense. 
Both  the  regiment  and  battalion,  I understand,  desire  to  be  attached 
to  this  district.  I have  given  them  some  orders  and  instructions  and 
shall  continue  to  do  so  when  occasion  requires  it,  unless  I am  instructed 
to  the  contrary,  but  it  will  be  much  better  to  place  them,  by  orders,  in 
this  district.  I think  the  enemy  will  renew  the  attempt  recently  made 
to  get  possession  of  this  place  and  to  penetrate  up  the  Appalachicola, 
Chattahoochee,  and  Flint  Elvers.  Hence,  I think  the  officer  command- 
ing this  district  should  also  have  control  in  the  adjacent  parts  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama.  Any  local  troops  that  may  be  in  that  part  of 
Alabama  might  be  used  to  prevent  raids  through  the  portion  of  West 
Florida  in  this  district.  Whilst  this  section  of  country  is  so  effectually 
cut  off  from  communication  with  Eichmond  and  department  head- 
quarters (I  have  not  received  orders  or  instructions  from  either  place 
since  I have  been  here),  additional  authority  should  be  given  to  the 
commander.  Under  existing  orders  and  regulations  much  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  district  requires  the  action  of  department  headquarters,  but 
I do  not  knaw  where  they  are,  and  if  they  are  in  South  Carolina  it 
requires  a long  time  to  communicate  with  them.  I have  taken  the 
responsibility,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  until  further  orders,  to  act  in 
all  such  cases  as  I thought  best,  without  referring  to  department  head- 
quarters. But  it  will  be  much  better  to  confer  the  authority  upon  me 
or  whoever  commands  in  this  secffiou  and  recall  it  when  there  is  no 
longer  necessity  for  it.  It  will  hardly  be  supposed  that  I make  these 
suggestions  simply  to  enlarge  the  area  of  my  authority.  I have  known 
for  the  greater  part  of  three  years  now  the  anxious,  harassing,  and 
thankless  duty  of  commanding  in  a large  area  of  country  without  any- 
thing approaching  the  adequate  means  of  defending  it.  I make  the 
suggestions  because  I think,  if  adopted,  they  will  tend  to  promote  the 
interest  of  our  country  and  cause.  I shall  send  this  to  you  by  a special 
messenger,  and  have  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  with  me  on 
the  subject  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General, 

[Indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  forwarded  direct  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
because  I do  not  know  when  or  where  the  copy  forwarded  to  General 
Hardee  will  reach  him. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General, 
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State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh^  March  14^  1865. 

Geperal  J.  E.  Johnston: 

General  : Great  disorders  are  already  coming  from  tlie  selling  of 
spirits  to  the  soldiers  in  the  city,  and  the  evil  may  be  expected  to 
increase  as  the  number  of  soldiers  increases.  It  is  somewhat  embar- 
rassing for  civil  officers  to  assume  authority  to  remove  or  destroy  private 
property,  and  I therefore  have  to  request  you,  in  the  name  of  the  loyal 
and  orderly  citizens  of  this  city,  to  issue  orders  for  the  immediate 
removal  or  destruction  of  all  liquors  in  this  place,  except  such  small 
quantities  as  may  be  necessary  for  family  and  medical  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Greensborough,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1865 — 4 a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Baleigh: 

Sherman  is  moving  doubtless  to  form  junction  with  Scliofield^s 
forces  about  Goldsborough.  As  you  cannot  yet  check  him,  it  would 
be  well  to  concentrate  all  your  forces  against  Schofield  and  crusli  him 
before  that  junction  can  be  made. 

. G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Smith’s  Ferry,  March  14,  1865 — 2 p.  m. 

(Via  Barbee’s,  4 a.  m.  15th.) 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

The  enemy  advanced  on  the  river  and  plank  roads  to-day  to  Silver 
Creek,  where  I had  a brigade  of  infantry  intrenched  to  support  the 
cavalry;  then  Hampton  fell  back.  At  his  request  the  infantry  was 
Avithdrawn,  and  the  line  occupied  by  dismounted  cavalry.  The  enemy 
came  upon  and  felt  the  lines  sharply,  and  retired  about  four  miles.  I 
was  on  the  cavalry  front  myself  to-day,  and  don’t  think  the  advance  in 
this  direction  was  serious  or  in  large  force.  Distant  cannonading 
heard  this  evening,  supposed  to  be  on  the  Clinton  road,  in  Butler’s 
front.  I expect  to  hear  from  him  during  the  night. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE. 


[March  14,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan  (two  dispatches), 
reporting  operations,  &c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1126.] 


Headquarters  Tennessee  Brigade, 

March  14,  1865. 

Col.  H.  M.  Ashby: 

Colonel:  Warren’s  scouts  haA^e  just  returned.  They  report  that 
they  followed  the  river  road  near  Beasley’s  Mills,  two  miles  this  side  of 
the  bridge,  and  found  the  enemy  encamiied  there  in  heavy  force.  They 
say  there  was  a considerable  stir  in  camp  about  midnight.  They  think 
they  were  moving  out  their  AA^agons  on  tlie  plank  road. 

I am,  colonel,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  serAant, 

J.  H.  KUHN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Tennessee  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Tennessee  Cavalry  Brigade, 

River  Road,  March  14,  1865 — 7.30  o^clocJc. 

Captain  Walker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Captain  Moore,  commanding  picket,  reports  the  enemy^s 
cavalry  advancing  on  this  road.  Their  advance  was  about  two  miles 
beyond  our  vedettes  at  6 o’clock  this  morning.  He  thinks  that  they 
are  advancing  slowly  and  cautiously. 

I am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  KUHN, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Colonel  Parker: 


Kaleigh,  March  14,  1865, 


General  Johnston  directs  that  you  make  immediate  arrangements  for 
the  transportation  of  the  Pederal  prisoners  here  to  the  point  on  the 
Ealeigh  and  Gaston  Eailroad  nearest  to  the  Danville  railroad.  Colonel 
Cunningham  will  have  command  of  the  guard  (State  troops),  and  will 
be  directed  to  confer  with  you.  Capt.  John  Kobinson,  engineer,  will 
give  you  information  about  railroad  trains,  and  you  should  see  him. 
I will  send  the  guard  to  report  to  you,  and  you  will  please  turn  it  over 
to  Colonel  Cunningham. 

AECHEE  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  14,  1365. 

Col.  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c.: 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  fifty  men  of  the  North 
Carolina  militia  will  be  insufficient  to  guard  500  prisoners  on  the  march 
between  the  two  railroads.  It  will  require  at  least  twenty-five  on 
guard  at  a time,  and  the  militia,  being  unaccustomed  to  fatigue  and 
exposure,  will  prove  much  less  efficient  than  a smaller  number  of  troops 
accustomed  to  marching  and  doing  duty  as  sentinels.  I would 
resiiectfully  recommend  that  the  number  be  increased  to  75  or  100  if 
practicable. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,, your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Colonel,  dvc. 


Smithfield,  March  14,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Your  order  for  Major  Reid  will  be  promptly  obeyed,  but  I know  not 
how  to  feed  this  command  without  him.  1 have  no  comi)etent  officer  to 
relieve  him,  and  no  one  can  replace  him,  for  want  of  his  local  knowl- 
edge and  experience. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

88  R R — VOL  XLVII,  PT  II 


1394  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


Near  Smithfield^  March  14,  1865 — 2.15  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh: 

I encamp  at  Smithfield  to-night.  Tennessee  troops  are  all  np.  My 
own  will  be  up  to-morrow.  The  enemy  had  not  advanced  on  Kinston 
last  night. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Smithfield,  March  14,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Raleigh: 

The  pontoons  at  Goldsborough  are  too  heavy  for  field  transportation. 
We  have  a good  bridge  here.  Shall  I exercise  temporary  command  of 
all  the  troops  in  this  vicinity? 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Headquarters  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

Peters'^  Cross-Roads,  March  14,  1865. 

Col.  Theodore  G.  Barker, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

In  a communication  of  the  12th  from  Col.  John  B.  Sale,  assistant 
adjutant-general  for  General  Bragg,  received  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  I was  ordered  to  change  my  course  from  Raleigh  and  take  posi- 
tion on  the  highway  leading  from  Fayetteville  to  Goldsborough,  plac- 
ing pickets  on  the  South  River,  which  is  also  known  as  Black  River, 
and  to  communicate  with  Lieutenant-General  Hampton.  I have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I reached  this  point  (eight  miles  from  South  River) 
late  yesterday  evening  and  sent  out  pickets  on  this  road  four  miles  in 
advance  of  my  present  position  and  also  on  the  other  road  running 
parallel  with  the  one  I am  on.  I will  advance  my  picket  this  morning 
to  the  river  on  this  road,  and  scout  the  other  road  as  far  as  the  river. 
Will  you  send  a courier  back  with  mine,  so  that  you  may  know  my  posi- 
tion and  extend  me  any  information  that  may  be  important  for  my  safety. 
I am  ordered  to  report  by  courier  daily  to  General  Bragg  at  Golds- 
borough, and  if  the  enemy  advance,  to  fall  back  either  toward  Golds- 
borough or  Smithfield,  but  if  it  should  become  necessary  for  me  to  move 
in  any  other  direction  or  dangerous  to  await  orders  from  General  Bragg, 
will  you  please  extend  to  me  such  orders  as  you  think  best.  I have 
one  man  claiming  to  belong  to  Wheeler’s  command  and  one  belonging 
to  the  navy,  arrested  by  my  picket  last  night,  and  have  seen  others 
straggling  about  the  country,  claiming  to  belong  to  Wheeler’s  com- 
mand. If  you  will  send  a courier  back  with  mine,  I will  send  the  two 
men  I have  by  him  to  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  LIPSCOMB, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

[Smithfield,]  March  14,  1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Lipscomb, 

Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry: 

Colonel  : For  the  present  the  headquarters  of  the  general  command- 
ing have  been  changed  to  this  place.  You  will  accordingly  change 
your  own  position,  so  as  to  observe  the  approaches  from  Fayetteville  to 
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this  place,  as  well  as  any  movement  of  the  enemy  from  Fayetteville 
toward  north  or  east  in  force,  and  send  yoiir  reports  here  instead  of  to 
Goldsborongh.  Eeport  your  precise  position,  as  changed,  by  return 
courier. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Petersburg^  March  15,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Comdg.  Dept,  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida  .* 
General  : I received  to-day  by  Major  Saunders  your  letter  of  the 
11th  instant.  You  will  probably  have  received  by  this  time  my  com- 
munication of  the  same  date,  in  which  I endeavored  to  describe  to  you 
my  condition.  You  are  right  in  supposing  that  the  course  you  may  be 
able  to  pursue  will  materially  affect  mine.  If  you  are  forced  back  from 
Ealeigh,  and  we  be  deprived  of  the  supplies  from  East  North  Carolina, 
I do  not  know  how  this  army  can  be  supported.  Yet  a disaster  to  your 
army  will  not  improve  my  condition,  and  while  I would  urge  upon  you 
to  neglect  no  opportunity  of  delivering  the  enemy  a successful  blow, 
I would  not  recommend  you  to  engage  in  a general  battle  without  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  success.  I think  it  more  probable  that  Sher- 
man will  unite  Schofield  with  him  at  Ealeigh  than  that  he  will  unite 
with  Schofield  near  Kinston;  but  in  either  event  an  opportunity  may 
occur  for  you  and  Bragg  to  unite  upon  one  of  their  columns  and  crush 
it.  I do  not  think  I could  maintain  my  position  were  I further  to  reduce 
my  force.  That  you  may  understand  my  situation  I will  state  that  the 
supplies  in  Virginia  are  exhausted.  The  enemy  has  succeeded  in  cut- 
ting off  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  my -only  reliance  is  the  communica- 
tion by  Danville.  General  Grant  has  intrenched  himself  on  both  sides 
of  James  Eiver,  stretching  toward  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy  on 
the  north  bank,  and  HatcheFs  Eun  on  the  south.  On  this  long  line, 
with  far  inferior,  numbers,  I confront  him.  His  numerical  superiority 
has  been  increased  since  detaching  Hoke,  Conner,  and  Hampton.  His 
present  preponderance  in  cavalry,  and  his  ability  unperceived  to  mass 
his  troops  while  holding  his  intrenchments  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
enables  him  constantly  to  threaten  our  flanks  and  causes  legitimate 
apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  Danville  road.  You  will  therefore 
perceive  that  if  I contract  my  lines  as  you  propose,  with  the  view  of 
holding  Eichmoncl,  our  only  resource  for  obtaining  subsistence  will  be 
cut  off',  and  the  city  must  be  abandoned  ; whereas,  if  I take  a position 
to  maintain  the  road,  Eichmond  will  be  lost.  I think  you  can  now 
understand  the  condition  of  aff'airs  and  correctly  estimate  the  impor- 
tance of  resisting  the  farther  advance  of  Sherman.  But  should  that 
not  be  possible,  you  will  also  see  that  I cannot  remain  here,  but  must 
start  out  and  seek  a favorable  opportunity  for  battle.  I shall  maintain 
my  position  as  long  as  it  appears  advisable,  both  from  the  moral  and 
material  advantages  of  holding  Eichmond  and  Virginia.  If  obliged  to 
abandon  it,  so  far  as  I can  now  see  I shall  be  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
the  Danville  road  for  subsistence,  and  unless  that  subsistence  can  be 
supplied  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  I do  not  know  whence  it 
can  be  obtained.  If  Eichmond  is  given  up  the  sooner  we  can  strike 
one  of  the  columns  of  the  enemy  the  better,  but  on  which  side  of  the 
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Eoanoke  must  depend  on  circumstances.  Should  Gaston  be  your  best 
point  to  reach  the  Eoanoke,  as  stated  by  Generals  Holmes  and  Gatlin, 
you  would  have  the  advantage  of  the  bridge  at  that  place  on  which  to 
cross  the  river;  but  unless  you  could  bring  supplies  with  you  I think 
your  army  would  sutler.  I have  sent  an  engineer  officer  to  examine 
the  crossings,  roads,  &c.,  from  Danville  to  Field^s  Ferry,  below  Clarks- 
ville. I recommend  you  do  the  same.  Information  as  to  what  provis- 
ions and  forage  can  be  relied  on  I think  also  desirable.  In  my  opinion 
the  farther  east  we  confine  Sherman  the  better,  and  the  more  room  it 
will  allow  for  maneuvering  the  armies.  I have  endeavored  to  give  you 
all  information  necessary  for  determining  your  operations.  If  there  is 
any  point  on  which  you  wish  further,  please  advise  me.  I have  not 
pretended  to  lay  down  fixed  rules,  which  at  this  distance  and  at  this 
time  cannot  safely  be  done,  but  rely  upon  your  good  judgment  and 
skill  to  accomi)lisli  everything  that  is  possible  to  attain  our  common 
end — the  greatest  success.  IJnity  of  purpose  and  harmony  of  action 
between  the  two  armies,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  I trust  will  relieve 
us  from  the  difficulties  that  now  beset  us. 

Most  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


Ealeigh,  K.  0.,  March  15,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

Col.  J.  M.  Otey, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Charlotte,  N.  C. : 

Order  General  Eobertson,  through  several  messengers  from  Camden, 
to  come  to  this  place  by  the  best  and  most  direct  route,  avoiding  Fay- 
etteville, now  occupied  by  enemy.  He  must  report  what  route  he  will 
follow. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  N".  C.,  March  15,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

Col.  J.  M.  Otey, 

Charlotte^  N.  G.  : 

General  Johnston’s  orders  as  follows:  General  Lee  must  bring  at 
most  only  one  battalion  artillery;  rest  must  return  to  Augusta, 
thence  to  Macon.  Major  Ayer  must  lend  to  Maj.  W.  H.  Smith  400 
wagons  of  Army  of  Tennessee  to  be  used  as  follows : One  hundred  on 
road  from  Black  Stocks  or  Winnsborough  to  Alston;  200  from  Abbe- 
ville to  Washington,  and  100  to  collect  supplies  in  Northwestern  South 
Carolina.  Major  McCrady  must  push  on  rapidly  repairs  of  roads  from 
Chester  to  Georgia  road,  via  Winnsborough,  Alston,  Abbe\dlle,  and 
Washington.  He  must  report  weekly  progress. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

Col.  J.  M.  Otey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Charlotte,  AT.  C. : 

Order  General  Lee  to  bring  with  him  all  the  caissons  he  may  have 
with  him.  Order  Major  Ayer  to  send  Maj.  J.  B.  Moore  to  report  to 
General  Johnston  forthwith. 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Averasborouch,  March  15,  1865. 

(Via  Barbee’s,  12.30  p.  m.) 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

The  enemy,  after  being:  checked  at  Silver  Eun,  retired  toward  Fay- 
etteville. Hampton  has  transferred  bis  command  over  Black  Eiver,  to 
be  in  front  of  any  movement  upon  Goldsborough.  I heard  nothing 
from  Butler  on  the  Clinton  road  during  the  night,  and  I am  holding 
my  command  here  awaiting  further  information.  Prisoners  say  Sher- 
man is  receiving  supplies  at  Fayetteville,  by  water,  from  Wilmington. 

W.  J.  HAKDEE. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  McLaivs’  division  for  March  15,  1865. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 

ent. 

Total  present. 

Aggregate  present. 

OD 

U 

O 

o 

sa 

o 

g 

Conner’s  brigade 

1,  217 
326 
788 
725* 
329 
270 

1,294 

382 

1.034 

819 

409 

344 

1,  452 
440 
1, 115 
880 
448 
385 

Blanchard’s  brigade 

Harrison’s  brigade 

riser’s  brigade 

Hardy’s  brigade 

Henderson’s  brigade 

Brooks’  battalion  artillery 



Grand  total 

1 

3,655  1 4,282 

4,  720 

Smtthfield,  March  15,  1865 — 8.30  a.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Raleigh : 

Enemy  reported  last  night  as  having  crossed  at  Kinston  in  small 
force.  Your  dispatch  received  placing  me  in  command  here. 

BEAXTOK  BEAGG, 

Ge^ieral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  NTorth  Carolina, 

fSmithJield,  March  15,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb: 

Your  two  dispatches  by  courier  (yesterday’s  date)  came  last  night. 
On  our  arrival  here  yesterday  afternoon  a courier  was  dispatched  to 
you,  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  advising  you  that  head- 
quarters are  here  for  the  present,  and  instructing  you  to  so  modify  the 
disposition  of  your  command  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  change  here  made, 
still  covering  and  holding  in  observation  the  approaches  from  Fayette- 
ville northward  and  eastward,  and  to  send  your  reports  here  instead  of 
to  Goldsborough.  These  instructions  are  now  repeated.  Your  report 
is  a little  indehnite  as  to  the  crossing  of  the  enemy  at  Blockersville, 
and  proceeding  up  the  Warsaw  road.  Have  you  since  ascertained  such 
to  be  the  fact?  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  send  a courier  daily  to 
me  to  report  positions,  discoveries,  &c.  Your  order  to  Lieutenant  Stack 
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is  approved.  Your  suggestion  in  reference  to  impressment  of  cavalry 
liorses  is  adopted,  but  you  will  impress  only  in  your  front  and  as  you 
fall  back,  but  do  not  disperse  your  men  to  the  rear  for  that  i)urpose. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  15,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb, 

Commanding  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your 
command  at  once  via  Goldsborough,  and  take  position  in  front  of  and 
near  to  the  enemy,  who  is  moving  froin  about  Kinston  in  this  direction. 
Dispose  your  men  so  as  to  observe  all  the  avenues  of  approach,  and  to 
this  end  you  had  better  place  a detachment  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  If  he  advance  impede  his  progress  and  learn  his  movements. 
Eeport  daily  from  the  nearest  telegraph  office,  and  oftener  when  neces- 
sary. Eeport  by  courier  should  the  telegraph  at  any  time  become 
impracticable.  Captain  Cbesnut’s  (Captain  Macfie’s)  squadron  will  be 
ordered  to  join  you  as  soon  as  he  can  be  found. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Smithfield,  March  15,  1865. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool, 

Goldsborough,  N.  C. : 

Dispatches  received  last  night.  Instruct  Colonel  Baird  to  keep  close 
to  the  enemy,  and  fall  back  in  their  immediate  front,  reporting  regu- 
larly. Your  suggestion  for  railroad  transportation  for  cotton  referred 
to  Major  Cameron  for  attention  if  practicable. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Confidential.]  Smithfield,  March  16, 1865. 

(Deceived  6.45.) 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

I respectfully  request  revocation  of  Special  Orders,  No.  43,  paragraph 
XXIV,  assigning  General  Shoup.  I had  on  assuming  command 
assigned  Brigadier- General  Mackall  to  the  duty  to  which  General  Pil- 
low is  assigned  in  Special  Orders,  No.  51.  Shall  I revoke  my  order? 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  received.  I will  do  my  utmost  to  fulfill  your 
wishes.  Have  already  ordered  300  wagons.  Army  of  Tennessee,  to  be 
used  in  filling  gaps  in  railroad,  and  100  in  collecting  suiiplies  for  you  in 
South  Carolina.  Federal  army  east  of  Cape  Fear,  but  still  near 
Fayetteville. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. ' 
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Raleigh,  K.  0.,  March  16,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithjield,  AT.  C.  : 

Please  issue  tlie  order  putting  me  second  in  command.  I desire  no 
other  position  at  present,  on  account  of  my  health. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  2.  ) . Smithfield,  A.  G.,  March  16,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  is  announced  as  second  in  command  of 
this  army. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston: 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Generav. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  6.  ( Smithfield,  N.  G.,  March  16,  1865. 

I.  Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart  will  assume  command  of  the  infantry 
and  artillery  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

#*#***# 

IV.  Baker’s  brigade  is  assigned  to  Clayton’s  division. 

#**##** 

By  order  of  General  Johnston : 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865—7  a,  m. 
Col.  G.  W.  Brent,  Charlotte,  A.  C,  : 

Go  to  Chester  to  expedite  movement  of  troops  and  trains  to  Smith- 
field.  Colonel  Waddy  must  report  here.  Procure  telegrams  of  yester- 
day to  Colonel  Otey,  and  carry  out  instructions  therein  contained. 
Enemy  still  at  Fayetteville. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Col.  George  W.  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chester,  or  Charlotte: 

Order  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Robertson,  now  near  Camden,  S.  C.,  through 
several  messengers,  to  move  to  this  iilace  with  his  command  by  the 
best  and  shortest  route,  avoiding  Fayetteville.  He  must  report  what 
route  he  will  follow,  and  move  promptly. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 

General  S.  D.  Lee  : 

(Care  of  General  B.  D.  Fry,  Augusta,  or  on  way.  Froju  Winnsbor- 
ough  by  courier-line.) 

General  Johnston  orders  that  you  bring  at  most  only  one  battalion 
of  artillery,  but  all  the  caissons  available.  Rest  must  return  to  Macon, 
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Major  Ayer  must  turn  over  to  Maj.  Norman  W.  Smith,  quartermaster, 
400  wagons  of  Army  of  Tennessee,  to  be  used  as  follows:  one  hundred 
from  Black  Stocks  or  Winnsborough  to  Alston,  200  from  Abbeville  to 
Washington,  and  100  to  collect  supplies  in  Northwestern  South  Carolina. 
Order  Major  Ayer  to  send  Maj.  J.  Blue  Moore  to  report  to  General 
Johnston. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  16y  1865. 

General  B.  D.  Fry, 

Augusta^  Ga. : 

(From  Winnsborough  by  courier  line.) 

Extend  courier-line  to  Winnsborough,  as  ordered.  Prompt  action  is 
needed.  Couriers  should  make  seven  miles  an  hour. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY", 
Assistant  Adjuta^it- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  16 j 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Eobertson, 

Camden,  S.  C.: 

General  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  move  at  once  with 
your  command  to  Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  by  the  best  and  most  direct  route, 
avoiding  Fayetteville,  now  occupied  by  the  enemy.  You  will  report  to 
General  Beauregard  the  route  you  follow. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  16,  1865—7  p.  m. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Salisbury,  A.  C.: 

You  will  send  the  horses  referred  to  in  your  telegram  of  this  date  to 
Captain  Eobinson  by  dirt  road  to  Greensborough,  where  they  will  take 
cars  to  Smithfield.  Wagons,  ambulances,  and  artillery  must  be  taken 
off  wheels  and  sent  on  by  cars. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield  Town,  March  16,  1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Averashorough : 

Make  a day’s  march  in  this  direction,  leaving  a rear  guard  under 
your  most  competent  officer  to  support  the  cavalry,  which  will  remain 
to  observe  and  keep  enemy  in  check.  Let  engineer  officers  find  roads 
leading  across  into  the  Fayetteville  and  Ealeigh  road.  Inform  General 
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Hampton  of  the  intended  movement.  Establish  a line  of  couriers  to 
this  place.  Let  me  know  your  position  to-night.  Turn  all  of  your 
reserve  artillery  fit  for  service  to  Smithfield. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

9.30  A.  M. 

P.  S. — Please  inform  General  Hampton  that  General  Bragg  says  there 
are  considerable  stores  (quartermaster  and  commissary)  at  Clinton. 
General  Johnston  desires  him  to  use  or  remove  them  if  practicable. 
The  advance  of  a column  of  the  enemy  (force  not  known)  was  last  even- 
ing at  White  Hall,  on  the  Neuse,  above  Kinston.  This  information 
should  also  be  furnished  General  Hampton.  Opposing  this  force  Gen- 
eral Bragg  has  1,000  infantry  and  a squadron  of  cavalry. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AECHER  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[March  15  [16],  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Johnston,  3.30  j).  m.,  report- 
ing operations  at  Averas borough,  see  Part  I,  j)- 1073.] 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

N'ear  Averashorough : 


Dispatch  11.30  a.  m.  received.  The  instructions  to  you  to  move 
toward  Smithfield  were  based  on  the  idea  given  by  the  weak  demon- 
stration reported  by  you  yesterday  that  the  enemy  was  merely  clearing 
his  left  flank  to  march  toward  Clinton  or  Goldsborough.  Unless  you 
are  informed  that  he  is  pressing  General  Hampton  so  strongly  as  to 
confirm  that  idea,  do  not  obey  the  order  of  tins  morning  to. march  on 
Smithfield,  but  leave  the  enemy  no  farther  than  may  be  necessary  to 
your  safety,  so  that  if  he  moves  toward  Ealeigh  with  his  army  you 
may  keep  before  him. ' If  he  turns  to  the  east  you  may  come  toward 
Smithfield. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


[March  16,  1865. — For  Hardee  to  Johnston,  4.30  m.,  reimrting 

operations  at  Averashorough  see  Part  I,  p.  1074.] 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  March  16,  1865 — 10.15  p.  ni. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

Your  dispatch  of  4.30  p.  m.  received.  At  what  point  has  the  enemy 
crossed  the  Black  Eiver — near  the  Clinton  road,  as  if  to  move  toward 
Goldsborough,  or  near  your  position,  as  if  to  turn  your  flank  and  move 
toward  Ealeigh  ? Please  give  all  the  information  you  have  from  Gen- 
eral Hampton  in  regard  to  their  movements,  in  order  that  Ave  may  regu- 
late our  own  accordingly.  If  you  are  moving  this  way  you  had  better 
have  the  telegrax)h  office  at  Barbee^s  moved  to  Ealeigh. 

J.  E,  JOHNSTON, 
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Headquarters, 
Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 

Lieutenant-General  Stewart,  Commanding  Arm/y  of  Tennessee: 

General  : General  Joliiiston  desires  that  you  will  communicate  to 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  that  at  this  time,  in  x)resence  of  the  enemy, 
no  furloughs  can  be  granted.  As  soon,  however,  as  such  indulgence 
can  be  allowed  consistently  with  the  good  of  the  service  they  will  be 
recommenced  upon  a liberal  system. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

No.  1.  \ Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  6,  from  the  headquarters  of 
General  Johnston,  dated  at  Smithfield,  March  16,  1865,  I assume  com- 
mand of  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 

Lieutenant-  Ge^ieral. 


One  Mile  from  Smith’s  House, 

March  16,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  Hampton,  Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : I have  already  informed  you  by  one  of  your  couriers  that 
the  enemy  attacked  me  this  morning  at  7 o’clock,  and  we  have  been 
fighting  him  ever  since.  Rhett’s  brigade  fell  back  in  some  disorder, 
but  rallied  on  Elliott.  My  principal  fight  will  be  at  this  point,  where 
McLaws  has  his  entire  division.  I expected  to  have  your  assistance 
to-day,  and  I regret  that  circumstances  compelled  you  to  send  Wheeler 
elsewhere.  Unless  the  enemy  brings  up  a heavier  force  than  he  has 
yet  shown  I have  no  doubt  of  my  ability  to  hold  my  position  till 
night,  when  I shall  retire,  in  obedience  to  what  I regard  as  General 
Johnston’s  wishes,  on  the  Smithfield  road.  The  general  is  himself  at 
Smithfield.  I hope  to  see  you  to-night.  When  I jiass  Averasborough 
Raleigh  will  be  entirely  uncovered.  You  must  endeavor  to  place  some 
cavalry  to  cover  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Near  Smith’s,  March  16,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton  : 

General:  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  has  twice  written  to  you 
this  morning.  The  enemy  are  pressing  us  heavily  and  by  flank  move- 
ments comj)elled  our  withdrawal  from  two  advanced  lines.  We  are 
now  on  the  main  line.  General  Wheeler  is  here  and  has  sent  back 
four  miles  to  hurry  up  his  command.  The  boat  howitzer  has  been 
fitted  up  and  I sent  it  on  the  Averasborough  and  Smithfield  road  by  a 
courier  of  yours,  who  said  you  would  be  on  that  road, 
lours,  very  respectfully, 

T.  B.  ROY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  16,  1865—6.35  a.  m. 

Major  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  I regret  to  say  that  no  information  has  yet  been  received 
from  Colonel  McLemore,  in  response  to  the  dispatch  directing  him  to 
send  scouts  to  ascertain  what  force  of  enemy  had  passed  up  the  plank 
road,  nor  has  the  courier  returned.  I inclose  disj)atch  just  received  from 
General  Allen.  Neither  of  the  dispatches  referred  to  by  him  were 
brought  by  the  courier. 

Eespectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 

N.  B. — The  dispatches  referred  to  by  General  Allen  have  just  come 
in  and  are  inclosed.* 


[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

March  16,  1865. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Aide- de- Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  forward  a communication  just 
received  from  Captain  Wright,  commanding  Shaw’s  battalion,  -to 
Colonel  White,  commanding  Hagan’s  brigade.  I had  sent  a picket  also 
to  Stallings  Bridge,  with  a view  to  covering  the  crossings  over  Mingo 
Creek.  I therefore  released  the  picket  on  Mingo  Creek,  hence  the 
roads  to  your  headquarters  and  to  the  rear  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Havant  (Fifth  Georgia  Cavalry),  commanding  picket  at  Smith’s  Mill, 
are  left  open.  I shall  move  at  a very  early  hour  this  morning  down  to 
the  point  at  which  the  road  from  Stallings  Bridge  to  Smithfleld  inter- 
sects this  road  (leading  from  Averasborough  to  Clinton).  I think  it 
will  be  better  to  withdraw  Colonel  Davant  back  to  this  road.  If  the 
general  thinks  it  best  to  do  so,  please  direct  him  to  withdraw  through 
the  courier  who  bears  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  accompanying  note  from  General 
Law  has  come  in  to  be  forwarded  to  General  Hampton. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  W.  A.  * 


McDonald’s  Cross-Eoads,  March  16, 1865. 

General  Wheeler: 

General:  As  the  enemy,  with  infantry  and  cavalry,  crossed  at 
Smith’s  Mill,  I have  directed  Colonel  Davant  to  fallback,  when  forced  to 
do  so,  toward  the  bridge  over  Black  Eiver,  where  you  crossed.  It  is 
important  to  hold  the  Smithfield  road,  and  there  Colonel  Davant  is 
directed  to  make  a stand.  You  can  re-enforce  him.  Leave  what  force  is 
necessary  to  cover  the  road  to  Ealeigh,  and  you  can  bring  the  rest  of 
your  force  uji  the  Smithfield  road.  Should  you  meet  any  of  my  artillery 


Not  found. 
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bring  it  along.  As  a strong  force  is  now  in  the  fork  of  the  Black  Eiver 
and  Mingo  Creek  I shall  place  a small  picket  at  the  bridge  over  the 
latter,  with  directions  to  burn  it  on  approach  of  enemy.  It  will  be 
destroyed  at  any  rate  in  three  hours.  Colonel  Dibrell  reports  the  enemy 
as  one  mile  east  of  this  point  and  moving  east.  I will  take  him  with 
me,  connecting  with  the  Second  South  Carolina  Eegiment,  and  cover- 
ing the  roads  to  Goldsborough  and  Smithfield.  I think  General  Hardee 
should  move  as  soon  and  as  rapidly  as  he  can,  as  the  enemy  are  making 
toward  Goldsborough.  I shall  be  on  the  Clinton  and  Smithfield  road. 

Very  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON. 


[March  16,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan,  reporting  operations, 
see  Part  I,  p.  1126.] 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Stallings  Bridge^  March  16 , 1865 — 9.15  a.  m. 
Lieut.  M.  G.  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Lieutenant:  Colonel  Dibrell  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  the 
enemy  have  made  their  appearance  at  the  bridge  and  are  attempting  to 
cross. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  EAWOETH, 
Assistant  Adjuta^it- General. 


Circular.]  Hdq..s.  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Smith-field,  March  16,  1865. 

Cliief  commissaries  of  corps,  and  of  divisions  not  forming  part  of  a 
corps,  will  at  once  report  to  Maj.  S.  V.  Eeid,  acting  chief  commissary 
of  the-departmeiit,  the  times  up  to  which  their  several  commands  are 
rationed.  Hereafter  (as  long  as  the  forces  remain  stationary)  they  will 
draw  upon  requisitions  approved  by  the  assistant  adjutants-general  of 
the  respective  commands  and  by  Major  Eeid.  During  same  time  they 
will  employ  the  brigade  transportation  in  collecting  supplies  as  far  as 
practicable  in  the  surrounding  country,  so  as  not  to  draw  from  the 
depot  more  than  absolutely  necessary. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Smithfield^  March  16,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  E.  Hoke, 

Camp,  near  Smithfield: 

General  : From  near  Burgaw  Station  you  detached  from  your  com- 
mand and  ordered  to  a position  up  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  toward  Fayette- 
ville, two  companies  of  infantry,  one  of  light  artillery,  and  a detachment 
of  engineer  troops — names  of  the  companies,  &c.,  not  known  here. 
When  the  enemy’s  movements  from  east  and  south  recently  threatened 
to  cut  these  troops  ofi  orders  were  sent' them  from  these  headquarters, 
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through  Colonel  Lipscomb,  at  Rocky  Point,  to  proceed  directly  to 
Fayetteville,  and  there  report  for  the  time  being  to  General  Johnston, 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  or  other  senior  officer  present.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  these  orders  were  obeyed,  and  that  the  detachments  are 
probably  now  with  Lieutenant-General  Hardee.  The  general  com- 
manding now  directs  that  they  rejoin  your  command  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable, and  to  that  end  that  you  forward  them  orders  (accompanied 
by  this  note)  through  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  designating  the 
companies  and  detachment  by  name. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry, 

March  16,  1865. 

Col.  John  B.  Sale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the 
15th,  directing'me  to  move  via  Goldsborough  and  take  position  in  front 
of  and  near  to  the  enemy  moving  from  Kinston  to  Smithfield,  &c. 

I had  received  written  orders  from  General  Hampton  directing  me 
to  report  to  General  Butler,  and  orders  from  General  Butler  direct- 
ing me  to  leave  the  road  I was  picketing  on  this  morning  and  report  to 
him  at  Beaman’s  Cross-Roads.  I carried  the  above  order  into  execution, 
and,  after  reporting,  received  your  dispatch  to-night  about  9 o’clock. 
I immediately  submitted  your  order  to  General  Butler  and  asked  to 
be  relieved  from  under  his  command  in  order  that  I might  carry  out 
your  orders.  It  was  promptly  done,  and  I will  leave  here  at  daylight 
for  Goldsborough.  Your  letter  of  the  8th,  in  regard  to  Lieutenant 
Thompson,  was  never  received,  or  the  order  would  have  been  obeyed 
at  once.  He  is  on  detached  duty  at  present,  but  I have  sent  for  him, 
and  your  instructions  [will  be]  carried  out  as  soon  as  he  reaches  me, 
and  a report  submitted. 

Respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  LIPSCOMB, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 
Col.  S.  D.  Pool,  Goldsborough: 

Ascertain  if  there  is  any  force  of  the  enemy  on  north  side  of  Neuse. 
If  none,  then  cross  Whitford  over  to  supiiort  Chesnut,  and  feel  the 
enemy,  to  discover  whether  they  have  any  infantry  force  behind  their 
cavaky.  Hate  your  hours  in  telegrams. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 

Col.  S.  H.  Pool,  Goldsborough : 

Major  Cameron  has  telegraphed  you,  and  will  again,  about  the 
transportation  for  the  supplies  named.  Colonel  Lipscomb  is  ordered  to 
the  enemy’s  Kinston  front  from  the  Fayetteville  front,  and  will  pass 
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Goldsborough  to-morrow.  Tell  Gliesnut  to  remain  and  report  to 
Colonel  Lipscomb  on  bis  arrival.  Enemy’s  cavalry  can  be  easily 
driven  back.  Guard  well  the  railroad  and  county  bridges  over  NTeuse 
River,  so  as  to  keep  open  communication  this  way.  Do  not  evacuate 
until  driven  away.  N^o  small  force  can  do  that.  Colonel  Whitford 
will  remain  for  defense  until  ordered  from  here. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool, 

Goldsborough : 

General  Hoke  says  fifty  men  deserted  to  enemy  before  Kinston  from 
Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry.  Thirty-one  said  to  have  been  captured 
at  Kinston  and  sent  to  Richmond  as  Yankee  prisoners.  Get  names  of 
all  the  deserters  from  Colonel  Baird  and  report  them  here.  Will  send 
a man  to  Richmond  to  identify. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Col.  S.  D.  Pool, 

Goldsborough : 
Let  cotton  be  saved. 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 


Keep  us  advised. 


JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Smithfield,  March  16,  1865. 

Col.  J.  N.  Whitford, 

Goldsborough : 

Remain  for  protection  of  Goldsborough  until  otherwise  ordered,  or 
until  driven  away. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  Mareh  17,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

General  Hardee  was  yesterday  five  miles  south  of  Averasborough. 
He  was  repeatedly  attacked  during  the  day  by  four  divisions  of  the 
enemy,  but  always  repulsed  him.  The  enemy  was  reported  at  night 
to  have  crossed  Black  River  to  the  east  at  various  points  with  the  rest 
of  the  army.  General  Hardee  is  moving  to  a point  twelve  miles  from 
Smithfield.  Schofield’s  troops  are  reported  at  Kinston,  repairing  the 
railroad  bridge.  Cheatham’s  corps  not  yet  up.  This  railroad,  with  its 
enormous  amount  of  rolling-stock,  has  brought  us  only  about  500  men 
a day. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
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Headquarters^ 
Smithfieldj  March  17 j 1865. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Vance, 

Raleigh : 

The  railroad  has  brought  ns  in  the  past  thirteen  days  but  some  500 
men  a day.  I beg  you  to  use  your  influence  to  improve  its  working 
for  our  benefit.  We  have  troops  at  Salisbury,  as  well  as  wagons  and 
teams,  waiting  for  transportation.  Enemy’s  army  is  along  Black 
Kiver.  They  attacked  General  Hardee  repeatedly  yesterday  and  were 
always  repulsed,  we  think  with  verv  considerable  loss. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTONT. 


Headquarters, 
Smithfieldj  March  17 j 1865. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh : 

The  troops  which  attacked  Hardee  yesterday  were  the  Fourteenth 
and  most  of  the  Twentieth  Corps.  Our  loss  between  400  and  500. 
Prisoners  taken  this  morning  give  the  Federal  loss  at  3,300. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters, 
Smithfieldj  March  17,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beaureuard, 

Raleigh : 

The  enemy  were  attacking  General  Hardee’s  position  five  miles 
south  of  Averasborough  all  day  yesterday;  always  repulsed.  Our 
loss  between  400  and  500.  Prisoners  taken  this  morning  report  Fed- 
eral loss  at  3,300.  Please  hurry  S.  D.  Lee,  and  desire  commanding 
oflicer  at  Salisbury  to  send  on  transportation  and  artillery  horses  along 
the  railroad,  to  be  taken  un  wherever  they  may  meet  trains. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Ealeigh,  N.  0.,  March  17 j 1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 

General  Johnston, 

Smithfield,  N.  G. : 

Telegraph  superintendent  here  informs  me  General  Hardee  has  ordered 
office  at  Barbee’s  closed  and  operator  come  here.  I have  ordered  him 
to  stop  temporarily  at  Banks’,  twelve  miles  from  here.  General  Hardee’s 
order  indicates  movement  of  enemy  on  this  place. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 

( Same  to  General  Bragg.) 


Ealeigh,  N.  0.,  March  17 j 1865 — 4 p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfieldj  N.  C. : 

Had  already  given  orders  referred  to  for  General  Lee  to  hurry  up  his 
infantry  and  for  transportation  and  artillery  horses  from  Salisbury  to 
march  to  Greensborough.  I will  extend  the  order  still  further.  1 have 
ordered  Gaston  bridge  to  be  floored. 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Ealeigh,  K.  C.,  March  17, 1865—8  p.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield,  AT.  0.  ; 

Have  issued  the  orders  as  received,  but  if  preferred  all  batteries  can 
be  stopped  at  Greensborough  or  Hillsborough  and  their  horses  only 
sent  on. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Raleigh,  K.  0.,  March  17, 1865. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  or 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Smithfield,  N.  C. : 

Pontoon  train  of  Army  of  Tennessee  may  not  be  here  in  time.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Guion  had  one  last  spring  with  Hoke’s  expedition 
against  New  Berne.  It  might  be  well  to  secure  its  use. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Report  of  the  effective  strength  of  the  army  March  17,  1865. 


Army  of  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart 
commandins;: 

Lee’s  corps 

Stewart’s  corps 

Bate’s  division 

Total  army 

Hardee’s  corps,  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee 
commanding : 

McLaws’  division 

Taliaferro’s  division r. 

Total 

Troops  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Gen- 
eral Braxton  Bragg  commanding : 

I Hoke’s  division 

Recapitulation : 

Army  of  Tennessee 

Hardee’s  corps 

Troops  Department  of  North  Carolina 

Total  infantry 


Effective  strength. 

Total  present.  j 

Aggregate  present. 

2, 660 
890 
406 

3,  390 
1,349 
567 

3, 883 

1,  513 
640 

. 3, 956 

5,  306 

6,  036 

. 3, 655 

. 2, 800 

4,182 

3,268 

4,  720 
3,484 

. 6, 455 

7,  450 

8,  204 

. 4, 775 

4, 988 

5,447 

. 3, 956 

6, 455 
. 4, 775 

5,  306 
7,  450 
4, 988 

6, 036 

8, 204 

5,  447 

. 15,186 

17,744 

19,  687 

Remarks. 


Cleburne’s  and  Brown’s 
divisions  (Cheatham’s 
corps)  and  the  artillery 
not  yet  arrived. 


These  figures  are  taken  from 
the  reports  of  the  14th. 


ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Memorandum.) 

EfTective  total  artillery,  Hardee’s  corps,  927 ; eflfective  total  artillery,  Department 
of  North  Carolina,  782;  artillery  Army  of  Tennessee  not  yet  arrived.  In  report  of 
troops  of  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Colonel  Whitford  commanding  Sixty- 
seventh  and  Sixty-eighth  North  Carolina  Regiments  belong  to  Hoke’s  Division,  but 
being  at  Goldsborongh  their  strength  is  only  approximated.  The  Sixth  North  Caro- 
lina Cavalry  is  also  at  Goldsborongh  and  Kinston.  The  Second  South  Carolina 
Cavalry  is  now  moving  to  Goldsborongh. 
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Headquarters, 

Five  Miles  from  Averashorough,  on  Averashorough  and 

Smithfield  Road^  March  17,  1865 — 1 a.  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General:  There  was  little  important  fighting  after  my  dispatch  to 
you  of  4.30  p.  m.  16th  instant.  My  loss  is  between  400  and  500.  Among 
the  missing  is  Colonel  Ehett,  commanding  brigade,  and  among  the 
killed  Lieut.  Col.  Eobert  De  Treville.  Enemy’s  loss  not  known,  but 
believed  to  be  heavy.  Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  abandoned,  the 
limber  of  one  being  blown  off  and  the  horses  of  both  killed.  Your 
dispatch  of  4 p.  m.,  countermanding  the  movement  to  Smithfield  upon 
certain  conditions,  was  received  at  11  p.  m.,  too  late  to  arrest  the  move- 
ment. My  trains  had  gone  on  to  Elevation.  I can,  however,  if  you  think 
it  best,  move  from  that  point  to  Ealeigli. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Near  Black  Eiver, 

March  17,  1865 — 4.30  a.  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  10  p.  m.  just  received.  The  enemy  has 
crossed  Black  Eiver  just  above  Mingo  Creek,  and  at  all,  or  nearly  all, 
the  crossings  below.  General  Hampton  says  all  the  army  has  crossed 
except  the  Fourteenth  Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps, 
which  were  on  the  plank  road,  and  which  we  fought  yesterday.  Gen- 
eral Hampton  promised  to  send  you  direct  all  the  information  of  the 
enemy,  else  I would  have  been  more  particular.  General  Wheeler 
came  to  my  assistance  late  yesterday  afternoon  and  rendered  valuable 
service.  He  is  now  in  my  rear  with  500  or  600  men,  and  will  ascertain 
whether  the  force  on  the  plank  road  goes  to  Ealeigli  or  crosses  Black 
Eiver.  I hope  to  get  my  command  to  Elevation  by  12  o’clock.  The 
roads  are  almost  impassable.  At  1 o’clock  Wheeler  writes  the  enemy 
had  not  discovered  my  movement,  but  were  busily  engaged  fortifying. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  March  17,  1865 — 6 a.  m, 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

Your  dispatch  of  1 a.  m.  received.  If  the  enemy  is  moving  on 
Ealeigh  I wish  you  to  take  the  best  and  nearest  route  you  can  to  that 
point.  The  troops  here  will  join  you  on  it,  as  far  from  Ealeigh  as 
practicable ; so  let  us  know  your  route  as  quickly  as  possible.  Ascertain 
if  there  are  bridges  upon  the  road  you  take  over  three  large  creeks. 
Black,  Middle,  and  Swift,  the  two  last  especially,  which  can  only  be 
crossed  on  bridges.  If  the  enemy  has  not  moved  on  Ealeigh,  but  on 
Goldsborough  or  this  place,  then  continue  in  this  direction. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
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General  Johnston: 


NTear  Black  Eiver, 

March  17,  1865—7  a.  m. 


General:  I dispatched  you  this  morning  at  4.30  o’clock,  giving  you 
the  information  you  desire  respecting  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
particularly  the  points  at  which  they  crossed  Black  Kiver.  The  highest 
point  at  which  they  crossed  was  at  Smith’s  Mill,  half  a mile  above 
Mingo  Creek.  The  other  crossings  were  below.  General  Hampton 
reports  all  Sherman’s  army  across  Black  Biver  except  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  and  one  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  which  he  stated  was 
on  the  plank  road.  You  inquire  about  the  location  of  Elevation.  My 
map  places  it  midway  between  Averasborough  and  Smithfield,  and  at 
the  intersection  of  the  road  running  between  these  two  places  with  the 
road  running  from  Smith’s  Ferry  to  Ealeigh.  I have  not  heard  from 
Wheeler  since  1 a.  m. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant- General. 


P.  S. — Hampton  believes  the  enemy  moving  on  Goldsborough. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  March  17,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding,  d;c.  : 

General  : You  had  better  halt  at  Elevation  till  you  ascertain  defi- 
nitely the  enemy’s  movements.  Our  nearest  troops  are  about  nine 
miles  from  that  point.  Schofield’s  force  is  reported  at  Kinston,  repairing 
the  railroad  bridge. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOE. 


Elevation,  March  17,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General:  I did  not  design  moving  beyond  this  point,  but  I find 
the  map  is  incorrect  and  that  the  intersection  of  the  roads  is  not 
at  this  point,  but  two  miles  nearer  Smithfield,  to  which  place  I am  mov- 
ing. Ido  not  believe  the  enemy  is  moving  on  Ealeigh;  if  so,  the  force 
which  has  crossed  Black  Eiver  must  come  to  this  intersection,  as  there 
is  no  other  road  east  of  Black  Eiver  on  which  he  can  move.  I will 
endeavor  to  obtain  all  the  information  I can  in  reference  to  bridges,  &c., 
on  the  road  to  Ealeigh,  and  if  the  enemy  should  move  there  will  keep 
in  front  of  him.  I send  you  a dispatch  from  Wheeler.  To-day  will 
develop  the  purposes  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfullv, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieuten  ant-  Genera  1. 

P.  S. — Your  order  relative  to  McLaws  has  been  received.  I 
instructed  General  Hampton  to  send  General  McLaws  to  me.  He  has 
not  come.  I have  thought  it  best  not  to  mention  the  order  to  any  one 
till  McLaws  arrives. 


W.  J.  H. 
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Elevation,  March  17 j 1865 — 2,50  p.  m. 

General  Johnston; 

General;  I send  yon  a dispatch*  from  General  Hampton,  which  I 
do  not  understand;  it  may  be  the  roads  he  speaks  of  are  better  under- 
stood by  you  than  me.  I inclose  two  dispatches!  from  Wheeler.  I 
can’t  believe  the  enemy  intends  a serious  advance  on  this  or  the  Ealeigh 
road.  If  he  divides  his  forces  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  con- 
centrate and  whip  him.  1 have  a brigade  on  Hannah’s  Creek  to  cover 
an  advance  in  that  direction.  The  surplus  artillery,  fifty-two  pieces, 
ought  to  be  at  Leachburg  to-night  en  route  for  Smithfield.  Hender- 
son’s brigade  is  with  it. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General, 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  March  17 j 1865 — 7 p.  m, 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding^  &c,: 

General  ; Your  dispatch  of  2.50  p.  m.,  covering  notes  from  Major- 
General  Wheeler  and  Lieutenant-General  Hampton,  received.  Some- 
thing must  be  done  to-morrow  morning,  and  yet  I have  no  satisfactory 
information  as  to  the  enemy’s  movements.  Can  you  give  me  any  certain 
information  of  the  position  of  the  force  you  engaged  yesterday,  or  any 
other,  but  especially  that  which  you  engaged?  Send  it  immediately 
by  a trusty  and  well  mounted  courier,  to  come  all  the  way  rapidly. 
The  courier-line  is  very  slow. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 

P.  S. — We  must  have  your  intelligence  before  daybreak. 

J.  E.  J. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  16.  j hi  the  Fields  March  17,  1865, 

The  lieutenant-general  ccmimanding  thanks  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  command  for  their  courage  and  conduct  of  yesterday,  and  con- 
gratulates them  upon  giving  the  enemy  the  first  serious  check  he  has 
received  since  leaving  Atlanta.  This  command  contended  with  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  most  of  the  Twentieth,  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry 
command — three  times  their  number — and  while  they  sustained  a loss  of 
less  than  500  men,  they  inflicted  upon  the  enemy,  by  accounts  of  pris- 
oners, a loss  of  3,300.  The  lieutenant-general  augurs  happily  of  the 
future  service  and  reputation  of  troops  who  have  signalized  the  open- 
ing of  the  campaign  by  admirable  steadiness,  endurance,  and  courage. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


* See  7.15  a.  m.,  p.  1414. 
tSee  6.30  and  6.40  a.  m.,  p.  1416. 
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Ealeioh,  NT.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  Georgje  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Charlotte,  W.  G.: 

Important  telegrams  now  at  Winusborough  to  go  through  to  Augusta. 
Make  arrangements  to  send  them  on  immediately.  Capt.  E.  Ward  has 
been  put  in  charge  of  an  independent  line  of  couriers  from  Columbia  to 
Winnsborough,  and  General  Fry  has  been  ordered  to  extend  his  line  to 
Wiiiusborough.  Call  on  these  officers  for  explanation  of  non-execution 
of  orders 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  George  M^illiam  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Charlotte,  A.  C.  : 

Wagons  referred  to  in  dispatch  of  15th  should  be  turned  over  to  Maj. 
Norman  W.  Smith,  quartermaster,  not  Maj.  W.  H.  Smith,  commissary 
of  subsistence.  Please  see  to  it. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assista7it  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Charlotte,  N.  C.: 

Colonel  Eoman,  Majors  Bryan  and  Eustis  will  remain,  respectively,  at 
or  about  Augusta,  Milledgeville,  and  Chester  or  Y^^iimsborough,  to 
inspect  and  direct  movement  of  troops  and  supplies.  Eest  of  staff, 
including  yourself,  will  rejoin  me  wherever  I may  be. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865 — 10.30  a.  ni. 

Lieut.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee, 

Augusta: 

(Via  Winnsborough  and  Courier-Line.) 

You  must  hasten  with  your  infantry  as  rapidly  as  possible,  leaving, 
if  practicable,  the  artillery,  pontoon,  and  wagon  trains  to  follow  under 
escort  of  one  brigade. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

March  17,  1865—7  p.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Sir:  On  yesterday  Major  Edmonston  turned  over  to  me  for  my 
corps  (before  I was  directed  to  take  command  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee) 
twelve  wagons  and  one  cart.  Two  wagons  were  retained  for  corps 
headquarters,  six  were  given  to  Boring’s  division,  four  wagons  and 
the  cart  to  Walthall’s.  I learn  that  Major  Edmonston  also  turned 
over  either  thirteen  or  fourteen  wagons  to  Hill’s  corps.  These  were 
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sent  for  to  day  to  ^o  to  Bate,  but  I am  informed  they  are  out  foraging, 
and  cannot  be  had  before  to-morrow.  So  soon  as  they  arrive  they  will 
be  distributed  so  as  to  make  a fair  division  between  mine  and  Cheat- 
ham's corps.  To-day  five  wagons  received  from  Major  Edmonston 
were  given  to  Bate.  I did  not  know  until  to-day  of  any  wagons  being 
turned  over  by  Major  Edmonston  to  Hill’s  corps.  Boring  and  Walthall 
have  each  five  four-horse  wagons,  which  they  brought  from  Golds- 
borough.  Of  the  twelve  wagons  received  for  my  corps  yesterday  there 
were  six  four-horse  and  six  two-horse  of  those  turned  over  to  Hill’s  corps. 
I learn  there  were  six  or  seven  four-horse  and  seven  two-horse.  The 
five  given  to  Bate  were  four-horse. 

Very  respectfully, 

ALEX.  P.  STEWABT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfieldj  V.  0.,  March  17,  1865 — 7.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Stewart, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee : 

General  : General  Johnston  desires  you  will  procure  immediately 
from  Major  Edmonston  ten  wagons  and  teams  which  he  has  here  in 
charge  of  the  post  quartermaster  for  fair  distribution  to  your  corps 
and  Bate’s  division.  Estimating  from  the  figures  given  in  your  note  it 
Avould  appear  that  your  corps  has  now  one  four-horse  wagon  for  every 
seventy-nine  men,  and  Bate’s  division  one  for  every  128;  besides  some 
other  brigades  of  Cheatham’s  corps  have  just  arrived.  Hence,  the 
larger  proportion  of  these  ten  wagons,  all  things  considered,  should  go 
to  Cheatham’s  corps.  These  wagons  should  be  procured  to-night,  as 
we  must  be  ready  to  move  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters,  March  17, 1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Stewart, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee : 

General  : General  Johnston  directs  that  you  hold  your  command 
in  readiness  to  move  at  dawn  to-morrow  morning. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

March  17,  1865—10.45  p.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

If  the  ten  wagons  which  have  just  come  were  distributed  proportion- 
ally to  Bate,  Boring,  and  Walthall,  it  would  give  Bate  four,  Boring 
five,  and  Walthall  one.  This  would  give  them  four-horse  wagons  in 
proportion  to  number  of  men.  Xot  knowing  how  many  more  cf 
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Cheatliam’s  troops  Rave  arrived,  and  to  make  sure  of  giving  them  their 
share,  1 will  send  eight  of  these  wagons  to  them  and  two  to  Loring. 
To-day  the  command  received  orders  to  have  three  days  cooked  rations 
from  to-morrow  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  P.  STEWAET, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


Lieutenant-General  Hampton: 


Xear  Black  Eiver  Bridge, 

March  17,  1865—4.30  a.  m. 


General  : All  attacks  of  the  enemy  were  repelled  yesterday. 
General  Hardee  will  to-day  march  to  Elevation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lasselle’s  House, 

Near  Intersection  of  Smithfield  and  Goldsborough  Roads, 

March  17,  1865—7.15  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

General  : I find  the  enemy  on  the  roads  leading  from  Stallings 
and  Graham’s  Bridges.  They  camped  last  night  where  the  road  from 
the  latter  to  Goldsborough  crosses  the  Clinton  and  Smithfield  road. 
I shall  leave  a strong  picket  at  McDonald’s  Cross-Eoads,  with  directions 
to  fall  back,  if  forced  to  do  so,  on  the  Smithfield  road,  thus  covering 
your  line  of  march.  The  rest  of  the  force  here  I shall  put  on  the  Golds- 
borough road  to  assist  in  covering  that  point.  If  any  portion  of  my 
command  is  now  on  the  Smithfield  road,  and  you  can  spare  it,  do  send 
it  on  the  Goldsborough  road  to  join  me.  I shall  be  on  the  latter  road 
to-day.  If  General  Wheeler  is  with  you  will  you  advise  him  of  my 
movements'?  I should  like  to  hear  the  result  of  your  fight  yesterday. 
I hope  it  was  successful,  and  that  your  casualties  were  light. 

I am,  very  respectfullv,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTOX, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Willis  CoWs  House,  on  Goldsborough  Road, 

Three  Miles  southwest  of  Bentonrille,  March  17,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

General  : I inclose  you  two  dispatches  just  received  from  General 
Butler  which  show  his  position.*  Cobb’s  Mill  is  one  mile  from  Bea- 
man’s Cross-Eoads  on  road  leading  to  Goldsborough.  Blackman  Lee’s 
is  on  the  Clinton  and  Smithfield  road.  I think  that  the  enemy  is  mov- 
ing on  Goldsborough  and  his  right  will  strike  the  Weldon  and  Wil- 
mington Eailroad  at  or  below  Faison’s  Depot.  From  the  dispatch  of 
General  Johnston  which  you  sent  to  me  I infer  that  General  Bragg’s 
forces  have  all  been  withdrawn  to  Smithfield,  except  the  1,000  men- 

* Only  one  found;  see  3 p.  m.,  p.  1421. 
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tioned  as  being  on  the  Neuse  Eiver,  above  Kinston.  I understand 
from  citizens  that  the  bridge  at  Goldsborough  has  been  destroyed.  I 
will  keep  in  front  of  the  enemy,  between  him  and  Smithheld  and  Golds- 
borough, until  the  very  last  moment,  but  the  destruction  of  the  bridge 
at  Goldsborough  will  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  above  to  cross 
the  Neuse  Eiver.  The  position  of  the  enemy’s  cavalrj^  has  not  been 
sufficiently,  ascertained,  but  small  bodies  of  cavalry  have  been 
observed  in  advance  of  their  army,  and  but  few  prisoners  have  been 
taken  from  their  cavalry.  I fear  that  it  may  have  moved  up  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  endeavoring  to  strike  at  our  trains 
or  to  reach  the  railroad  at  Ealeigh.  Some  disposition  should  be  made 
to  counteract  such  a movement.  Two  regiments  of  cavalry  were  left 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  and  Crews’  brigade,  which 
has  been ’with  General  Stewart’s  corps,  should  be  near  enough  to  come 
between  them  and  Ealeigh,  if  they  are  moving  in  that  direction. 
Colonel  Dibrell’s  train,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  was  two  days’ 
march  behind  the  rest  of  Wheeler’s  wagons  when  last  heard  from,  and 
Butler’s  wagons  were,  I understand,  ordered  from  Charlotte  to  Ealeigh. 
These  trains  would  be  in  danger  if  the  enemy’s  cavalry  is  on  the  west 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver.  I will  unite  Dibrell’s  brigade  with  Butler 
to-morrow  and  impede  the  enemy  all  I can.  Hart’s  battery  (horse 
artillery)  joined  me  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

SmithJieldj  March  17,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General  : Please  send  me  by  the  bearer  all  the  information  you  have 
of  the  movement  and  position  of  the  enemy,  the  number  of  their  col- 
umns, their  location  and  distance  apart,  and  distance  from  Goldsborough, 
and  give  me  your  opinion  whether  it  is  practicable  to  reach  them  from 
Smithfield  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  before  they  reach  Golds- 
borough. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  17,  1865—12.45  a.  m. 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  : On  arriving  at  General  Hardee’s  position  yesterday  morning 
I found  him  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  fought  with  him  until  dark. 
In  obedience  to  his  instructions  General  Allen  will  move  on  his  right, 
to  cover  that  flank  while  moving  to  Smithtield,  and  I remain  with 
Ashby’s  command  to  cover  his  rear.  Any  communication  will  reach 
me  at  Elevation  to-day. 

Eespectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major- General. 
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March  17,  1865 — 4.30  a.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Hardee  begs  that  you  will  not  leave 
Averasborougb  to-day  until  the  enemy  make  their  appearance,  and  that 
you  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  are  going  to  Ealeigh 
or  Smithfield. 

Eespectfully, 

T.  B.  EOY. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Averasboroughj  March  17y  1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding : 

General:  A prisoner  of  Fourteenth  Corps  brought  in  this  morning 
states  that  his  corps  and  most  of  the  Twentieth  were  engaged  in  the 
fight  yesterday ; that  Kilpatrick  commenced  the  fight,  but  retired  soon 
as  the  infantry  came  up;  that  the  loss  in  his  brigade  was  about  300, 
and  of  the  whole  command  was  about  3,300  men ; that  General  Slo- 
cum was  on  the  field  and  commanded  the  forces.  He  thinks  Kilpatrick 
came  up  to  the  front  this  morning.  He  says  General  Slocum  told  his 
men  that  they  were  fighting  15,000  men.  Their  officers  told  them  they 
thought  they  were  commanded  by  General  Hardee.  The  enemy  are 
advancing  this  morning, 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  17^  1865—6.40  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

General:  The  prisoner  captured  this  morning  states  that  their 
army  are  going  to  Goldsborough  and  not  to  Ealeigh.  Your  dispatch 
of  4.30  this  a.  m.  received,  and  its  instructions  will  be  obeyed. 
Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Averasboroughy  March  17 ^ 1865 — 9.05  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee: 

General:  The  enemy  have  advanced  very  near  this  plaice  with  a 
line  of  battle  of  infantry.  Cavalry  has  also  been  seen.  When  driven 
back  [sic.]  1 will  turn  off  toward  Smithfield  with  my  main  force,  and 
will  send  a regiment  on  the  road  toward  Ealeigh.  I do  not  think  the 
enemy  will  go  farther  toward  Ealeigh  than  where  the  road  turns  off  to 
Smithfield.  Colonel  Ashby  has  sent  off’  all  the  wounded  which  could 
travel,  and  has  left  rations  for  such  as  were  not  able  to  travel.  He  has 
also  a force  keeping  up  all  stragglers. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 
Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  17,  1865—10.40  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Eoy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel:  Your  dispatch  received.  I did  leave  one  regiment 
Texas  Bangers  to  fall  back  on  the  Kaleigh  road.  It  cannot  yet  be 
determined  whether  the  enemy  will  move  on  that  road.  They  are  now 
advancing  on  this.  They  are  as  yet  but  a short  distance  from  the 
fork. 


J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  17,  1865—11.10  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Eoy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  The  enemy  marched  a short  distance  up  the  Ealeigh 
road,  skirmishing  with  the  Eighth  Texas,  but  have  advanced  farther  on 
this  road.  The  indications  are  that  the  advance  will  be  upon  this 
road. 

Eespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters, 
Elevation,  March  17,  1865 — 4 p.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  : Allen  reports  at  1 p.  m.  that  the  enemy  are  advancing 
on  his  road  and  that  he  was  skirmishing  with  them  four  miles  from 
the  bridge  over  Black  Eiver,  on  which  he  crossed  last  night.  The 
Ealeigh  and  Wilmington  road  does  not  cross  the  Smithfield  road  at 
Elevation,  as  laid  down  on  the  maps,  but  two  miles  beyond  toward 
Smithfield.  General  Hardee’s  headquarters  to-night  will  be  about  a 
mile  beyond  the  intersection  toward  Smithfield. 

Very  resi)ectfully, 

T.  B.  EOY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Willis  Coleys  House,  on  Goldshorough  Road, 

Three  Miles  southivest  of  Bentonville.  March  17,  1865— 6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  as  the  position 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  has  not  been  sufficiently  defined,  he  fears  that 
they  may  have  moved  up  on  the  west  side  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver, 
endeavoring  to  strike  at  our  wagon  trains  or  at  the  railroad  at  Ealeigh. 
The  two  regiments  which  Avere  left  west  of  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver  should, 
he  thinks,  give  information  of  such  a movement,  and  CreAvs’  brigade 
ought  before  this  time  to  have  been  in  a position  to  protect  the  trains 
or  Ealeigh. 

Have  you  any  information  of  Dibrell’s  trains,  which,  Avhen  last  heard 
from  were  two  days  behind  yours,  or  of  Butler’s,  which  were  ordered 
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from  Charlotte  to  Ealeigh  ? Have  you  any  information  from  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  % JJan  you  do  anything  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
trains  ? General  Hampton  thinks  that  the  enemy  is  marching  on 
Goldsborough,^  and  that  his  right  will  strike  the  Wilmington  rail- 
road at  or  below  Faison’s  Depot.  Butler  is  to-night  at  Blackman 
Lee’s,  on  the  Clinton  and  Smithfield  road,  about  six  miles  from  this 
point.  General  Hampton  will  unite  Dibrell  with  him  to-morrow.  He 
desires  you,  after  you  have  sufficiently  covered  General  Hardee’s  move- 
ments, to  send  all  the  cavalry  you»can  spare  to  join  him  on  the  Smith- 
field  and  Goldsborough  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Brauglian^s  Cross-Roads^  March  17, 1865 — 7 a.  m. 
Major  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

You  will  please  inform  General  Hampton  that  a scout  who  went 
inside  of  the  enemy’s  picket  last  night  to  recover  the  body  of  one  of 
his  men,  reports  that  they  saw  two  large  camps,  both  on  the  Golds- 
borough road — the  farthest  camp  from  Graham’s  Bridge  was  about  two 
miles,  the  other  between  that  and  the  bridge.  The  Yankees  told  all 
the  citizens  that  they  would  move  on  the  Goldsborough  road  this 
morning.  The  scout  thinks  there  is  a brigade  of  cavalry  in  front; 
that  they  saw  a great  many  horses  in  the  camps.  A great  many  were 
straggling  in  the  country  around  camps.  Our  captures  yesterday, 
about  40.  Loss,  1 killed,  and  1 lieutenant  missing. 

V ery  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBEELL, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I understand  the  Third. Alabama  has  gone  on  the  Smithfield 
road.  Shall  I send  a regiment  on  that  road? 

G.  G.  D. 


Headquarters  Williams’  Brigade, 

March  17,  1865. 

Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell  : 

Colonel  : I inclose  a dispatch  from  Captain  Howell,  which  I received 
late  last  night.  By  the  straight  forward”  road  he  means  the  Stallings 
Bridge  road.  Jackson’s  is  the  intersection  of  the  Clinton  road  with 
the  Goldsborough  and  Graham’s  Bridge  road,  six  miles  from  .the  picket 
base,  and  is  the  road*  which  the  Second  South  Carolina  picketed  yes- 
terday. 

EespectfuUy, 

W.  C.  P.  BEECKINEIDGE, 

Colonel,  (be. 

[Inclosure.] 

March  16, 1865. 

Colonel  : My  scouts  on  the  straight  forward  road  found  the  enemy 
camped  at,  or  near,  the  mill,  and  on  the  right  and  left  as  far  as  they 
could  see.  The  scouts  on  the  left-hand  road  found  the  enemy  camped 
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at,  or  near,  Mr.  Jackson’s.  They  came  in  that  road  this  side  of  Jack- 
son’s this  evening,  and  went  in  that  direction.  There  are  several  roads 
leading  out  to  the  left,  this  side  of  Jackson’s.  My  pickets  cover  the 
first  road. 

J.  L.  HOWELL, 

Captain,  (&e. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

Hodges,  March  17,  1865 — 7 a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hardee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  after  crossing  the 
river  I moved  out  six  miles  on  the  Smith  field  road,  and  went  into  camp. 
I have  sent  scouts  to  Draughan’s  Cross-Eoads,  and  to  all  the  points  on 
the  river  until  it  gets  as  low  as  the  point  at  which  it  is  intersected  by 
Mingo  Creek.  None  of  these  scouts  have  as  yet  reported. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEK, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Field,  on  Smithfield  Road,  March  17,  1865 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Eoy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
have  made  their  appearance  in  my  front  on  this  road;  force  not  yet 
ascertained.  I am  moving  down  to  meet  them.  I am  about  twenty 
miles  from  Smithfield,  on  the  New  Cut  road. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Field,  March  17,  1865 — Z30  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Eoy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  say  that  an  officer  from  my  picket, 
which  is  four  miles  from  the  bridge  near  which  I crossed  last  night  on 
this  road,  reports  that  he  saw  men  with  knapsacks,  but  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  force  which  has  been  skirmishing  with  my  picket 
there  are  all  mounted — perliaps  mounted  infantry.  Firing  having  been 
heard  in  direction  of  tlie  bridge  where  the  Averasborough  and  Smith- 
field  road  crosses  Black  Eiver,  I shall  retire  my  main  body  on  this 
road,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  gaining  my  rear  in  the  event  of  his 
crossing  at  that  bridge,  but  shall  leave  my  picket  in  its  present 
position. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

In  the  Field,  Mareh  17,  1865 — 6 p,  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  'Roy,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  until  about  4 p.  m.  I 
occupied  the  line  which  I took  up  this  morning  about  five  miles  from 
the  bridge  near  which  I crossed  last  night.  The  enemy  has  skirmished 
with  my  pickets  pretty  constantly  since  11  a.  m.  This  afternoon  a dis- 
mounted force  charged,  but  failed  to  drive  the  reserve  picket  from  its 
position.  Having  heard  that  the  infantry  had  probably  crossed  Mingo 
Creek,  I shall  go  into  camp  on  the  east  side  of  it.  I shall  have  a suffi- 
ciency of  forage  for  the  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

, In  the  Field,  Mareh  17,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Hudson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Wheeled s Corps: 

Lieutenant:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  communica- 
tion dated  7.10  a.  m.,  stating  that  General  Wheeler  would  move  back 
toward  Elevation,  and  directing  me  to  communicate  with  you,  was  not 
received  until  about  two  hours  ago.  IJutil  tliat  time  I had  occupied  a 
line  about  five  miles  from  the  bridge  on  which  Colonel  Ashby  crossed 
Black  Biver  last  evening.  The  enemy  has  skirmished  with  the  regi- 
ment I had  on  picket,  since  about  11  a.  m.,  but  has  failed  to  drive  it 
from  its  position.  About  an  hour  since  they  charged  it  with  a dis- 
mounted line.  I am  disposed  to  think  it  was  nothing  but  cavalry,  I 
have  crossed  Mingo  Creek  and  shall  encamp  to-night  on  the  eastern 
side  of  it.  The  position  is  a very  strong  one  against  small-arms. 
Crossing  it,  however,  leaves  open  a road  running  on  the  west  side  of  it 
to  the  road  you  are  on,  and  intersecting  it,  I imagine,  in  your  rear. 
At  present  my  regiment  on  picket  is  more  than  two  miles  in  advance 
of  this  road;  and  shouULyou  inform  me  to-night  that  your  position  is 
in  advance  of  th'e  point  at  which  it  intersects  the  road  you  are  on,  I 
will  direct  the  officer  commanding  the  picket  to  notify  you,  should  he 
have  to  uncover  it.  I am  informed  that  General  Hardee  has  reached 
the  point  at  which  this  road  intersects  the  Wilmington  and  Kaleigh 
road,  about  five  miles  in  rear  of  this  position.  My  headquarters  for 
the  night  will  be  in  the  woods  near  my  -camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 

On  Averashorough  and  Goldshorough  Road, 

Mareh  17,  1865—12.40  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Butler,  Commanding,  dc. : 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  will 
be  with  Dibrell’s  division  to-night  at  the  intersection  of  this  road  with 
the  road  from  Fayetteville  to  Smithfield.  He  will  have  pickets  sta- 
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tioned  at  Blackman  Lee’s  Store  on  the  latter  road,  and  on  this  road  also. 
He  desires  to  hear  from  yon  to  know  where  yon  have  yonr  command, 
and  what  information  yon  have  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

McLain’s  Cross-Roads,  March  17,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
[Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan  :] 


Major:  I sent  yon  a dispatch  at  1 p.  m.  by  a party  of  Colonel  Dib- 
relPs  sconts,  giving  my  position  and  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
reached  Cobl3’s  Mill,  six  miles  to  my  rear,  and  that  I had  taken  a pris- 
oner from  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  who  said  that  his  corps  was  ordered  to 
take  the  right  at  Kay’s  Store.  I have  since  taken  two  prisoners  from 
same  corps  who  says  that  two  divisions  of  his  corps  is  to  march  toward 
Rob.  Lee’s  Store  (where  they  were  taken).  I have  moved  my  command 
across  the  Big  Cohera,  near  Blackman  Lee’s,  where  I will  await  orders. 
The  enemy  was  in  three  miles  of  Clinton  yesterday  evening. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

M.  C.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Salisbury j March  17.  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

Just  arrived  here.  .Owing  to  great  scarcity  supplies,  high  water,  and 
bad  roads,  had  to  cross  at  different  ferries  along  Pedee.  About  200 
Butler’s  cavalry,  left  with  me,  crossed  at  Stanback’s ; Black’s  regiment, 
300  strong,  at  Christian’s ; 150  men  of  Fifth  Tennessee  at  ferries  above. 
Gaillard’s  battery  and  Kirk’s  battalion  are  now  crossing  at  Stokes’ 
Ferrj^,  with  orders  to  march  to  Lexington.  I shall  await  yonr  orders 
before  I move  them  from  Lexington.  All  the  others  are  ordered  to 
Raleigh.  1 would  like  to  visit  yon  at  Raleigh.  The  condition  of 
affairs  in  South  Carolina  compels  me  to  send  Colonel  Colcock,  Third 
South  Carolina  Cavalry,  back,  three  squadrons  of  his  regiment  having 
been  left  in  Orangeburg.  An  efficient  officer  of  rank,  fully  emi)owered, 
should  be  sent  to  South  Carolina  [to]  suppress  insurrection,  capture 
marauders,  and  encourage  agriculture.  Two  regiments  of  Yankee 
cavalry  dashed  into  Florence  on  the  5th,  but  were  driven  ten  miles  by 
a portion  of  Fifth  Tennessee  and  a squadron  of  Colcock’s  cavalry. 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Smithfieldj  March  17 ^ 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Robertson, 

Salisbury : 

Dispatch  received.  General  Johnston  directs  you  recall  Colcock’s 
regiment  to  rejoin  your  brigade.  Troops  have  been  provided  for  South 
Carolina.  Bring  on  your  brigade  to  unite  with  this  army,  reporting 
progress  by  telegraph. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 

JSmithJield,  March  17,  1865 — 8 .45  a.  m. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  General  Johnston  desires  you  will  at  once  have  an 
intrenchment  thrown  up  near  Goldsborough,  so  as  to  enable  the  brigade 
you  have  there  to  detain  the  enemy  as  long  as  possible,  should  they 
advance  from  Kinston.  Such  a work  would  certainly  gain  us  time.  It 
might  be  well  to  send  your  negro  force  there  by  rail  to  labor  upon  it. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

AEOHER  AKDEESOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

March  17,  1865. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Commanding : 

General  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  information  from  General 
Hardee  last  night  tends  to  the  belief  he  has  fallen  back  before  the 
enemy  to  within  six  or  eight  miles  of  your  front.  You  will  have  your 
command  well  in  hand,  ready  to  move  forward  at  a moments  notice. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Smithfield,  Alarch  17,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Commanding : 

General  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  be  ready  to 
march  early  in  the  morning.  Your  note  of  this  afternoon  received. 
The  field  return  sent  up  this  morning  was  in  response  to  General  John- 
ston’s call,  and  he  wants  one  such  semi- weekly,  say  on  Mondays  and 
Fridays.  I am  not  advised  that  the  regular  tri- monthly  returns  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  War  Department  are  to  be  dispensed  with. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Eustis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta  : 

Major:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  yourself  and  Colonel 
Roman  will  remain  in  Augusta  to  inspect  and  hasten  forward  to  the 
front  troops  and  supplies.  Major  Bryan,  assistant  inspector-general, 
will  repair  to  Chester  or  Winnsborough,  S.  C.,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
forming similar  service.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  communication, 
should  you  be  this  side  of  Augusta,  en  route  to  this  i)oint,  yourself  and 
Colonel  Roman  will  come  to  Chester  and  there  execute  the  instructions 
above  given.  In  this  event  Major  Bryan,  assistant  inspector-general, 
will  repairdo  this  point  and  perform  the  duty  before  assigned  him  at 
Chester.  I inclose  herewith  copy  of  order  given  Major  McCrady, 
engineer,  in  relation  to  the  repair  of  railroad,  and  one  to  General 
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Lee,=^  directing  disposition  to  be  made  of  a portion  of  wagon-train  of 
the  Army  ot  Tennessee.  See  that  they  are  executed.  Please  extend 
this  order  to  Colonel  Eoman  and  Major  Bryan.  The  remainder  of 
the  staff  you  will  order  to  rejoin  the  general  without  delay,  wherever 
he  may  be. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  17.,  1865. 

Major  McCrady,  Engineer.,  &c. : 

Major  : General  Beauregard  directs  that  you  push  on  rapidly  repairs 
of  roads  from  Chester  to  Georgia  road,  via  Winnsborough,  Alston, 
Abbeville,  and  Washington.  You  will  report  weekly  progress. 

. Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Charlotte,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  D.  Fry,  Augusta,  Ga. : 

General:  General  Beauregard  instructs  me  to  inquire  why  the 
extension  of  the  courier-line,  directed  to  be  made  from  Columbia  to 
Winnsborough,  has  not  been  done.  Important  messages  have  been 
delayed  at  Winnsborough  in  consequence  of  this  failure.  He  desires 
the  line  before  mentioned  put  into  operation  at  once. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  17, 1865. 

Maj.  Allen  J.  Green,  Chester: 

Important  dispatches  for  Augusta  delayed  at  Winnsborough,  courier- 
line not  having  been  extended  from  Columbia  to  that  point  as  ordered. 
Send  at  once,  and  have  them  sent  through  to  Columbia,  thence  by 
courier-line  to  Augusta.  Act  promptly  and  report.  Direct  Captain 
Ward  to  put  himself  in  communication  with  these  headquarters,  that 
he  may  receive  orders. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  17, 1865. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Young,  Augusta,  Ga. : 

General  Fry  has  been  ordered  to  extend  his  courier-line  to  Winns^ 
borough  to  connect  with  telegraph.  This  has  not  been  done.  See  to 
it  at  once  and  report. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


See  Otey  to  Lee,  7.30  p.  m.  16th,  p.  1399. 
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Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  17,  1865 — i p.  m. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Salisbury^  N.  C. : 

Send  forward  troops,  artillery,  and  wagons  rapidly  as  possible,  send- 
ing horses  along  railroad,  to  be  taken  up  on  cars  whenever  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  K.  O.,  March  17^  1865—7,30  p.  m. 

Maj.  E.  Willis, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Salisbury,  A.  C.  : 

Stop  all  artillery  without  horses  at  Greensborough.  Send  on  all 
artillery  horses. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Abstract  from  field  return  of  Solce’s  division  for  March  17,  1865.  (a) 


Command. 


Staff 

Hagood’s  brigade 

Nethercutt’s  brigade  (Junior  Reserves). 

Kirkland’s  brigade 

Colquitt’s  brigade 

Clingman's  brigade 

Light  artillery  battalion 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Pieces  of 
artillery. 

Officers. 

i 

% 

1 

1^ 

> 

cS 

<o 

w 

2 

14 

79 

92 

77 

114 

49 

32 

14 

1, 110 
1,261 
1, 124 
1,300 
638 
842 

15 
4,  799 
2,  848 
2,  553 
2,595 
2,771 
1,  059 

890 

1,121 

975 

1,052 

536 

657 

949 

1,135 

1,016 

1,118 

557 

782 

1 

457 

5,  231 

5,  557 

6, 289 

16, 640 

1 

41 

a Colonel  Wliitford’s  command  of  the  Sixty-seventh  and  Sixty-eighth  North  Carolina  Regiments 
now  belong  to  Hoke’s  division,  but  being  at  Goldsborougli  only  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  force 
can  be  given.  The  Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  is  also  at  Goldsborough  and  Kinston.  The  Second 
South  Carolina  Cavalry  is  now  moving  to  Goldsborough.  We  have  no  report  from  the  cavalry.  The 
Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Kirkland  s brigade,  and  Tenth  North  Carolina  Battalion  are 
with  General  Hardee.  Sixty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment,  about  700;  Sixty-eighth  North  Caro- 
lina Regiment,  about  300;  total,  1,000. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Smithfield,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  T.  J.  Lipscomb,  Goldsborough : 

Colonel  : Your  dispatch  of  16th  instant  per  courier  is  received,  say- 
ing that  you  will  move  at  daylight  this  morning  to  the  Goldsborough 
front  as  ordered.  You  will  observe  that  the  numerous  applications 
from  your  regiment  for  furloughs  to  dismounted  men  are  returned  dis- 
approved. There  is  an  act  of  Congress,  not  yet  published,  providing 
for  all  cavalry  horses  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Government  at  valua- 
tion, and  the  men  to  be  afterward  kept  mounted  at  public  expense.  I 
am  almost  sure  there  is  such  a law  recently  passed,  though  it  is  not  yet 
promulgated  in  orders.  You  were  authorized  from  this  place  a few 
days  ago  to  cause  impressments  to  be  made  to  the  Fayetteville  front 
under  certain  restrictions.  The  authority  is  renewed  wherever  you 
may  be,  under  same  restrictions.  It  has  also  been  granted  to  your 
quartermastei  as  to  mules  for  your  train,  by  indorsement  upon  his 
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application  of  4tli  instant,  received  and  returned  to-day.  The  general 
is  still  unwilling  the  command  should  be  dispersed  to  the  rear  upon 
such  impressments.  Until  your  dismounted  men  are  remounted  would 
it  not  be  well  for  them  to  act  as  infantry  in  concert  with  those  now 
defending  Goldsborough  ? 

Very  respectfully,  colonel, 

JOHi^  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

SmithJieldj  March  17, 1865. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool,  Goldshorough : 

The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  under  orders 
from  army  headquarters.  Captain  James,  assistant  engineer,  with  a 
negro  force,  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  Goldsborough 
to  throw  up  intrench  men  ts,  with  the  view  to  defending  the  place  against 
the  advance  reported  by  you.  You  will  make  your  arrangements  to 
hold  it  as  long  as  it  can  be  made  tenable,  and^proceed  with  removing 
supplies  under  former  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Smithfield,  March  17,  1865. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool,  Goldshorough,  N.  C. : 

Your  dispatches  by  train  and  telegraph  received.  Captain  Chesnut’s 
reports  had  induced  the  belief  enemy  were  in  iorce  on  south  side  the 
river.  He  should  keep  nearer  the  enemy  and  be  more  accurate  in 
future. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Smithfield,  March  17,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Col.  S.  D.  Pool,  Goldshorough: 

Lipscomb  was  to  start  to  Goldshorough  from  near  South  Kiver  at 
dawn  this  morning,  and  ought  to  be  there  before  this.  A courier  would 
probably  meet  him  on  the  Fayetteville  road. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  March  18,  1865. 

General  Breckinridge,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

I cannot  possibly  consent  to  the  widening  of  the  gauge  of  North 
Carolina  road  east  of  Salisbury.  It  will  be  ruinous  to  the  State  and  I 
can  see  no  real  necessity  for  it.  Please  stop  it  until  the  matter  can  be 
consulted  upon. 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


[March  18,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relating  to  operations 
in  North  Carolina,  see  Part  I,  p.  104(>.] 
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Smithfield,  March  18,  1865. 

General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

The  troops  will  be  united  to-day,  except  two  divisions  of  Cheatham’s 
corps  not  yet  arrived.  Effective  totals,  infantry  and  artillery:  Bragg, 
0,500 ; Hardee,  7,500 ; Army  of  Tennessee,  4,000.  Should  Sherman  move 
by  Weldon  would  you  prefer  my  turning  to  Clarksville?  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee’s  loss  on  IGth  was  450.  Prisoners  taken  the  next  day 
report  the  enemy’s  about  3,300. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  18,  1865. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

tSmithJield,  A.  C. : 

There  are  no  flat-cars  here  at  present.  They  will  be  sent  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAHEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  18, 1865 — 12.30  p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithjield,  N.  C.: 

Operator  at  Banks’,  twelve  miles  south  this  place,  should  be  informed 
in  time  of  approach  of  enemy  in  this  direction.  Please  give  necessary 
orders. 

G.  T.  BEAHEEGAED. 


Raleigh,  18,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  M.  Otey, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Colonel:  Upon  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon,  the  Petersburg,  and 
the  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Railroads  there  are  probably  nineteen  effi- 
cient locomotives  and  150  cars.  These  are  engaged  in  transportation 
upon  their  respective  roads  and,  to  a certain  extent,  in  assisting  the 
Ealeigh  and  Gaston  Railroad.  Their  services  are  necessary  for  collect- 
ing the  supplies  of  the  sections  of  country  into  which  they  lead,  which 
supplies  are  eventually  forwarded  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
except  so  far  as  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  cavalry  stationed  in 
the  vicinity  of  Stony  Creek.  If  the  enemy  occupy  Ealeigh  this  equip- 
ment would  be  in  great  danger  if  he  moves  in  the  direction  of  Weldon. 
The  consideration  of  the  question  as  to  the  orders  I am  to  give  to  the 
superintendents  of  these  several  roads  I respectfully  submit  to  the  com- 
manding general. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  M.  ROBINSON, 
Military  Superintendent  of  Railroads. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  &c., 
Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Jos.  E.  Johnston  for  his  orders. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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Headquarters, 

SmithJieldj  N'.  C.,  March  18,  1865 — 6.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  General  Johnston  directs  that  you  put  your  command 
in  motion  for  Bentonville  by  the  shortest  route,  unless  the  enemy  are 
advancing  in  force  up  the  Averasborough  and  Smithfield  road;  in  that 
case,  on  receiving  prompt  notice  from  you,  all  our  columns  could  be 
turned  on  that  force.  The  sheriff  of  this  county  represents  that  there 
is  a road  leading  from  a point  two  miles  this  side  of  Elevation  and 
striking  the  Averasborough  and  Goldsborough  road  a little  to  the  west 
of  Bentonville.  The  troops  here  are  moving  directly  on  Bentonville, 
and  General  Johnston  desires  you  to  be  immediately  on  their  right. 
Please  give  information  to  General  Wheeler  and  desire  him  to  make 
frequent  reports. 

Kespectfully,  &c., 

AECHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  S. — Any  incumbrances  in  your  trains,  &c.,  not  necessary  to  field 
operations,  should  be  sent  to  the  railroad. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  March  18,  1865 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  General  Johnston  desires  that  you  will  not  take  your 
reserve  artillery  with  you  in  the  expedition  on  foot,  but  send  it  to  the 
neighborhood  of  this  place.  In  respect  of  baggage,  you  should  move 
as  light  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

March  17  [18  ^,  1865—8.50  a.  m. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General ; 

Colonel:  Your  order  directing  me  to  put  my  command  in  motion 
immediately  for  Bentonville  has  just  been  received.  It  will  be 
promptly  obeyed,  but  I am  ignorant  of  the  road  you  designate,  and 
that  must  first  be  lound.  I have  instructed  Wheeler  to  report  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  both  to  you  and  to  me.  Inform  me  whenever 
General  Johnston  changes  his  headquarters. 


W.  J.  HARDEE, 


Lieutenant-  General. 


Near  Bentonville,  March  18,  1865 — 9.30  p.  m. 

General  Hardee: 

General  Johnston  desires  you  will  report  immediately  where  you  are 
encamj^ed  to-night,  giving  the  distance  from  this  place.  Dispatch  is 
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important.  It  is  of  great  consequence  that  you  should  be  here  as  early 
as  possible  to-morrow  morning.  Please  say  at  what  hour  you  went 
into  camp. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sneed’s  House,  March  18, 1865 — 0.50  p.  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General:  This  house  is  five  miles  from  Bentonville.  My  command 
is  about  a mile  in  rear.  I shall  start  at  4 o’clock,  so  as  to  reach  Benton- 
ville at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  I did  not  reach  camp  till  after 
dark,  but  if  it  be  necessary  I can  start  my  command  at  an  earlier  hour. 
Major  Poole,  who  will  deliver  this  dispatch,  will  give  you  all  the  news 
respecting  the  enemy. 

Respectfully, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithjield,  A.  C.,  Alarch  18,  1865 — 6A5  a.  m, 
Lieutenant-General  Stewart, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee: 

General:  General  Johnston  directs  that  you  immediately  put  your 
command  in  motion  for  Bentonville.  General  Bragg’s  troops  will  be 
four  or  five  miles  ahead  of  you  on  the  same  road. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Bentonville,  Alarch  18,  1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Stewart, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee: 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Hardee  encamps  to-night  about  six 
miles  from  here,  and  will  move  for  this  place  at  3 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. General  Johnston  desires  you  will  have  your  command  put 
quietly  under  arms  at  dawn  to-morrow.  The  wagon  trains  will  not 
move  beyond  this  place.  Lieutenant-General  Hampton  reports  the 
enemy  encami)ed  to-night  on  tlie  Averasborough  and  Goldsborough 
road,  three  miles  west  of  the  point  at  which  the  road  we  are  on  enters  it. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  A djutant-General. 

(Same  to  General  Bragg.) 


Headquarters, 

March  18,  1865—7  a.  m. 

General  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General:  Your  dispatch,  covering  one  from  General  Wheeler,  was 
received  this  morning.  The  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  advanced 
yesterday  to  Averasborough  and  moved  out  about  two  miles  on  the 
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Smithfield  and  Ealeigh  roads,  but  retired  back  to  Averasborougli  in 
the  afternoon.  If  your  information  be  correct  that  the  Seventeenth 
and  Fifteenth  Corps  are  moving  on  Goldsborough,  we  may  reasonably 
conclude  that  the  force  at  Averasborough  will  move  to-day  in  the  same 
direction.  1 can’t  think  that  two  corps  would  move  on  Ealeigh;  if  so, 
General  Johnston  will  concentrate  and  whip  them.  General  Wheeler 
has  one  regiment  on  the  Ealeigh  road;  the  rest  of  his  forces  is  divided 
between  this  road,  Smithfield,  and  the  road  immediately  south  of  it. 
Wheeler  is  on  the  Smithfield  road,  Allen  on  the  other.  Wheeler’s 
entire  force  is  needed  here;  indeed,  I think  it  ought  to  be  increased. 
My  headquarters  are  eight  miles  from  Smithfield,  and  will  not  be  moved 
to-day  unless  the  movements  of  the  enemy  should  render  it  necessary. 
I have  no  news  from  Eichmond  or  any  other  points. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield^  March  18,  1865 — 7.40  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Hampton  : 

Your  dispatch  of  1.35  a.  m.  received  by  Courier  Jackson.  We  will 
go  to  the  place  at  which  your  dispatch  was  written.  The  scheme  men- 
tioned in  my  note,  which  you  pronounce  practicable,  will  be  attempted. 
Send  all  the  information  you  can  bearing  ui^on  it. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Goldsborough  and  Averasborough  Eoad, 
Twenty  Miles  from  Goldsborough.  March  18,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 
General  [Johnston:] 

I reached  General  Hampton’s  headquarters  at  12  last  night  and 
extended  to  him  your  instructions.  I urged  upon  him  the  necessity  of 
frequent  and  full  dispatches.  I will  return  to-day. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  HAMPTON,  Jr., 
Lieutenant  and.  Aide  de  Ca7np. 


At  Forks  of  Smithfield  and  Goldsborough  Eoads, 
Eighteen  Miles  fro^n  Smithfield,  March  18,  1865 — 11.15  a.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Cominanding  ; 

General:  General  Hampton  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  is  advancing  in  a considerable  force  of  infantry  on  his  position 
at  this  place.  He  has  not  yet  ascertained  what  corps  it  is,  but  the 
force  is  large.  He  has  left  one  regiment  at  this  place  to  fall  back  on 
the  road  to  Smithfield  and  give  you  all  information.  With  the  main 
part  of  his  force  he  will  retire  on  the  road  toward  Goldsborough.  He 
is  making  dispositions  on  the  field,  and  has  directed  me  to  write  and 
sign  this  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters, 

One  Mile  icest  of  Goleh  House^  Mareh  18^  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  eloHNSTON: 

General:  I took  position  at  this  place,  the  junction  of  the  Fayette- 
ville and  Goldsborough  with  the  Averasborough  and  Goldsborough 
roads,  two  hours  ago,  and  have  been  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  since. 
I can  hold  him  here  for  several  hours  more,  and  1 do  not  think  his 
advance  will  get  beyond  this  point  to-night.  One  regiment  was  sent 
on  the  Smithfield  road,  with  directions  to  watch  the  enemy  and  report 
all  his  movements  to  you.  He  may  push  one  column  up  that  road’in 
hopes  of  crossing  the  river  above  and  below  Goldsborough  at  the  same 
time.  Wheeler  can  guard  all  the  roads  leading  toward  Smithfield  from 
west  and  south,  and  I have  written  to  him  to  do  so.  As  soon  as  he  can 
spare  any  troops  from  that  duty  I wish  them  to  join  me.  The  infantry 
have  not  yet  reached  this  point.  I have  not  yet  learned  the  strength 
of  the  force  opposed  to  me,  nor  what  force  it  is,  but  I hope  to  get  some 
prisoners  soon.  I think  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  camped 
near  Beaman’s  Cross-Eoads  last  night. 

I am,  very  respectfullv,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

I have  not  communicated  with  General  Hardee  since  my  last  dispatch 
of  last  night,  as  I do  not  know  his  position,  and  I suppose  you  keep  him 
advised  of  all  information. 


Headquarters. 

Bentonmllej  Mareh  18 ^ 1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hampton, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

General  : Lieutenant-General  Hardee  encamped  six  miles  from  here 
to-night,  and  will  be  in  motion  for  this  place  at  3 o’clock  in  the  morning. 
General  Johnston  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  movement  you 
discussed  together  will  be  made  as  soon  after  dawn  to-morrow  as  pos- 
sible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AKCHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assista^it  Adjutant-  General. 


Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Eoy: 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  18,  1865—12.45  a.  m. 


Your  dispatch  of  9.30  p.  m.  received.  Prisoners  captured  late  yester- 
day evening  state  that  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  moved  only 
a short  distance  yesterday.  Some  thought  their  army  going  to  Ealeigh, 
others  to  Goldsborough.  If  they  move  farther  on  eitlier  this  or  the 
Ealeigh  road  it  Avill  be  known  at  once,  and  information  will  be  i)romptly 
sent  you.  It  is  impossible  yet  to  say  whether  they  move  out  on  the 
Ealeigh  road  simply  to  get  possession  of  the  mills  on  Stewart’s  Creek 
or  whether  they  design  moving  toward  Ealeigh.  I have  sent  several 
dispatches  to  you  since  Captain  Gilchrist  left  me. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  18,  1865 — 5.40  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Eoy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : Four  of  our  prisoners  escaped  from  the  Fourteenth  Corps 
last  night  about  midnight.  They  think  the  enemy  are  marching  toward 
Goldsborough,  and  say  the  Fourteenth  Corps  crossed  Black  Eiver  at 
some  point  below  here  last  night.  I have  heard  of  no  advance  on 
either  this  or  the  Ealeigh  road  this  morning.  If  the  enemy  do  advance 
toward  Ealeigh  I will  notify  you  immediately. 

Eespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters, 

Smithfield,  March  18,  1865 — 6.45  a,  ni. 

[General  Hardee:] 

General:  General  Johnston  directs  that  you  put  your  command 
immediately  in  motion  for  Bentonville  by  the  shortest  route,  unless  the 
enemy  are  advancing  in  force  up  the  Averasborough  and  Smithfield 
road 5 in  that  case,  on  receiving  prompt  notice  from  you,  all  our 
columns  could  be  turned  on  that  force.  The  sheriff  of  this  county 
represents  that  there  is  a road  leading  from  a i^oint  two  miles  this  side 
of  Elevation  and  striking  the  Averasborough  and  Goldsborough  road 
a little  to  the  west  of  Bentonville.  The  troops  here  are  moving  directly 
on  Bentonville,  and  General  Johnston  desires  you  to  be  immediately 
on  their  right.  Please  give  information  to  General  Wheeler  and  desire 
him  to  make  frequent  reports. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AECHEE  ANDEESON^, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters, 

In  the  Field,  Four  Miles  from  Elevation,  March  18,  1865. 
[General  Wheeler:] 

General:  General  Hardee  desires  that  you  will  make  reiiorts  to 
him  and  also  to  General  Johnston  direct. 

Eespectfully, 


D.  H.  POOLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Smithfield  and  Averasborough  Road,  near  Blach  River, 

March  18,  1865 — 10.40  a.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  dtc.: 

General:  I am  just  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  through  General 
Hardee,  directing  me  to  report  the  movements  of  the  enemy  direct 
to  you  as  Avell  as  to  others  of  my  superior  officers.  My  present  infor- 
mation is  that  the  day  after  lighting  General  Hardee  the  Fourteenth 
and  Twentieth  Corps  moved  up  to  Averasborough.  The  Twentieth 
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moved  up  the  Ealei^h  road  as  far  as  Stewart’s  Creek  and  put  some 
mills  to  work.  The  Fourteenth  turned  to  the  right  and  crossed  Black 
Fiver  at  a point  nearly  east  of  Averasborough.  The  Fifteenth  and 
Seventeenth  ('orps  are  on  the  right  of  the  Fourteenth,  and,  I hear,  have 
crossed  Black  Biv^er.  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry  is,  I think,  with  the  Four- 
teenth Corps.  I am  certain  it  was  near  that  corps  yesterday.  I have 
pickets  on  the  Ealeigh  road,  and  no  move  has  been  reported  on  that 
road  this  morning.  1 shall  soon  hear  which  way  the  Twentieth  Corps 
moved  after  reaching  Stewart’s  Creek.  Some  of  my  scouts,  who  were 
in  Fayetteville  day  before  yesterday,  report  that  all  of  the  enemy  had 
crossed  Cape  Fear  Eiver  and  had  taken  up  their  iiontoon  bridge. 
Some  of  my  men  escaped  from  Fourteenth  Corps  last  night  after, 
dark  and  report  that  corps  did  not  go  into  camp  until  about  10  o’clock. 
They  think  Sherman’s  army  is  marching  toward  Goldsborough  and  not 
toward  Ealeigh.  The  cavalry  in  front  of  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth 
Corps  is,  at  present,  reporting  direct  to  General  Hampton  and  not  to  me. 

With  highest  regards,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Averasborough  and  Smithjield  Roadj  March  18,  1865 — 10.50  a.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

General:  I have  just  heard  from  General  Allen,  who  is  in  front  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  on  the  new  road  leading  to  Smithfield,  w^hich 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  this  road  and  is  three  or  four  miles  south  of  it. 
He  reports  the  enemy  advancing  upon  him  this  morning.  He  captured 
prisoners  from  both  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps.  Thus  far  no 
advance  reported  on  this  or  the  Ealeigh  road. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Averasborough  and  Smithfield  Road,  March  18,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department,  Ac.: 

General  : Scouts  just  in  report  that  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Corps 
which  moved  up  to  Stewart’s  Creek  on  the  Ealeigh  road  have  returned 
to  Averasborough.  I presume  it  will  turn  olf  and  cross  Black  Eiver  at 
the  same  point  the  Fourteenth  Corps  crossed  it.  By  crossing  at  that 
point  they  can  go  either  to  Smithfield  or  Goldsborough. 

Eesiiectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 


[March  18,  1865. — For  Wheeler  to  McClellan,  11.45  a.  m.,  reporting 
operations,  see  Part  1,  p.  ILiT.] 


Chap.  LIX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1433 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 

March  18,  1865—2.15  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler: 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  is  in 
line  on  the  Averasborough  and  Golds  borough  road  near  Mr.  Willis 
Cole’s  house,  which  is  about  eighteen  miles  from  Smithfield  and  three 
miles  from  Bentonville. 

He  is  expecting  an  attack  by  the  enemy.  He  desires  you  to  send  all 
the  cavalry  you  can  spare  over  this  way  to  guard  all  the  roads  which 
lead  from  this  road  to  the  Averasborough  and  Smithfield  road.  Please 
notify  him  of  your  position  and  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan. 


Headquarters,  &c., 

March  18,  1865 — 8 a.  m. 

Major  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral : 

You  will  please  inform  General  Hampton  that  my  scouts  met  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  (mounted)  just  beyond  the  Clinton  road,  charged 
and  drove  them  back  more  than  a mile  upon  a column  of  infantry  on 
the  road  we  came  yesterday.  They  are  now  skirmishing  with  my 
pickets  at  the  Clinton  road,  about  one  mile  in  front  of  this  position. 
I have  heard  a few  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  road  General  Butler  is 
upon. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  G.  DIBKELL, 

Colonel,  (&c. 

[Indorsement.] 

On  Road,  March  18,  1865 — 8.45  a.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

This  may  be  the  column  which  engaged  General  Hardee,  or  it  is  one 
thrown  from  the  Fayetteville  and  Goldsborough  road.  A good  oppor- 
tunity to  strike  them  in  flank  now  offers.  There  is  a road  from  Smith- 
field  by  Bentonville  to  this  road. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  18,  1865—9.15  p.  m. 

Major  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G eneral : 

I inclose  you  reports  of  Colonel  Breckinridge’s  scouts.  Major  Austin 
reports  further  that  he  saw  a boy  who  said  he  came  through  the  enemy’s 
camps  this  p.  m.  on  the  road  upon  which  we  traveled,  and  that  tliey 
were  camped  for  three  miles  back.  The  regiment  upon  the  Smithfield 
road  reports  that  a few  of  the  enemy  had  crossed  Stony  Creek  at  Lee’s 
Bridge,  and  that  they  were  busily  engaged  at  work  on  the  bridge  as 
if  trying  to  repair  it.  I have  ordered  them  to  send  out  scouts  during 
the  night  and  report  the  exact  locality  of  this  camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  G.  DIBRELL, 

Colo7iel,  Commandinff. 


1434  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 


[Inclosure  No,  1.] 

Headquarters  Williams’  Brigade, 

March  18,  1865—5  a.  m. 

Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

A scout  of  the  First  Kentucky  has  just  returned,  having  been  gone 
since  9 o’clock  last  night.  They  re^iort  the  enemy  camped  in  large 
force  at  the  junction  of  the  Goldsborough  and  Smithfield  roads  where 
we  put  up  rail- works  yesterday.  He  thinks  the  encampment  extends 
about  a mile  up  the  Smithfield  road,  the  same  distance  in  this  direction, 
and  back  beyond  where  we  first  formed  yesterday. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  C.  P.  BKECKIKEIDGE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 


Headquarters  Williams’  Brigade, 

March  18,  1865—7.30  p.  m. 

[Col.  G.  G.  Dibrell:] 

Colonel:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffith,  First  Kentucky,  has  just 
returned  with  his  regiment.  He  reports  that  he  found  the  enemy 
encamped  at  the  forks  of  the  Smithfield  and  Goldsborough  roads,  near 
the  last  rail-works  occupied  this  evening  by  the  Kinth  Kentucky,  on 
horseback.  He  thinks  that  it  is  not  a general  encampment  of  a corps; 
but  the  force  was  far  too  strong  to  be  attacked  by  his  regiment.  He 
saw  no  signs  of  infantry  having  passed  that  point  coming  this  way. 
He  left  one  company  under  Captain  Johnson  with  instructions  to 
remain  until  he  could  learn  the  probable  force  and  intentions  of  the 
enemy. 

8 p.  m. — Captain  Johnson  has  returned.  He  thinks  the  encamp- 
ment reported  by  Colonel  Griffith  consists  of  not  more  than  1,500  or 
2,000  men.  His  movements  being  discovered,  and  a column  of  cav- 
alry imr suing,  he  was  forced  to  retire  without  further  information.  I 
have  ordered  another  scout  to  attempt  to  go  completely  arouaid  the 
encamxjment. 

8.15  o’clock. — Major  Austin  has  returned  with  his  regiment.  He 
reports  that  he  traveled  a road  running  parallel  with  the  Goldsborough 
road,  which  we  traveled  to-day  about  a mile  Irom  it,  and  intersecting 
the  Smithfield  road  near  where  it  leaves  the  Goldsborough  road.  He 
found  an  extensive  encampment  at  the  place  reported  by  Colonel  Grif- 
fith. He  learned  from  citizens  living  in  the  vicinity,  and  one  who 
passed  through  the  camp,  that  it  consists  of  one  corps,  and  Yankee 
soldiers  told  the  citizens  their  destination  was  Smithfield. 

Kespectfully, 

WM.  C.  P.  BKECKIKEIDGE, 


Colonel,  the*. 


Headquarters  Allen’s  Cavalry  Division, 

March  18,  1865 — 3.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Eoy, 

Assistant  Adpitant- General : 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  say  that  I did  not  in  my  dispatch  of 
last  evening  intend  to  say  that  the  enemy’s  infantry  had  crossed  Mingo 
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Creek.  I said  ‘‘hearing  that  the  infantry  had  crossed,”  &c.,  and  meant 
our  infantry.  The  creek  I have  been  skirmishing  on  to-day  is  three 
miles  in  front  of  Mingo.  Finding  this  evening  that  the  road  from 
Stallings  Bridge  to  Smithfield  was  open,  I have  sent  a squadron  to 
Draughan’s  Gross-Eoads  to  picket  that  road.  There  is  no  other  force 
on  it.  Colonel  Dibrell  did  at  one  time  cover  this  road,  but  it  seems 
has  moved  farther  to  the  left. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  W.  ALLEN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Young^s  Cavalry  Brigade, 

March  18,  1865. 


Major  Preston: 

Ashby  has  just  returned  and  reports  the  enemy  encamped  principally 
beyond  and  around  Blackman  Lee’s  Store;  also  a small  camp  about  two 
miles  this  side,  where  the  Goldsborough  road  leaves  the  road  from 
Lee’s  to  this  place,  with  pickets  a short  distance  this  side  the  latter 
camp.  The  scouts  sent  out  for  prisoners  have  not  returned  yet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEIGHT. 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Smithfield,  March  18,  1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Hebert,  chief  engineer  of  the  department,  will  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  his  personal  staff  to  Weldon,  N.  C.,  and  suiier- 
intend  the  construction  of  the  important  defenses  there.  On  his 
arrival  there  he  will  make  immediate  inspection  and  report  upon  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  work. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Smithfield,  March  18,  1865 — 6.55  a.  m. 

Major-General  Hoke, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  immediately 
put  your  command  en  route  for  Bentonville. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Central. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina 

Bentonville,  March  18,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Major-General  Hoke  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  have  your  command  ready 
to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

Respectfully,  &c.,  JOHN  B.  SALE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


1436  OPERATIONS  IN  N.  C.,  S.  C.,  S.  GA.,  AND  E.  FLA.  [Chap.  LIX. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Korth  Carolina, 

March  18,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  J B.  Starr  : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detach  a four- 
gun  battery  of  your  reserve  battalion,  and  send  to  Cox^s  Bridge,  on 
Neuse  Kiver,  to  cross  to  north  side  and  report  there  to  Col.  J.  N.  Whit- 
ford,  for  defense  of  the  bridge  against  enemy’s  approach  from  direction 
of  Fayetteville.  Let  the  battery  start  at  daylight  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHNT  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

BentonviUe,  March  18,  1865. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool,  Ooldsborough : 

Colonel:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  the  whole 
of  Whitford’s  command  to  Cox’s  Bridge,  on  the  Neuse,  immediately, 
instructing  him  to  take  position  to  defend  the  bridge  to  the  last  against 
the  approach  of  Sherman’s  forces  from  direction  of  Fayetteville.  A four- 
gun  battery  will  be  started  there  at  dawn  in  the  morning  to  report  to 
him.  Against  cavalry  or  a small  force  of  infantry  it  can  be  success- 
fully held,  but  if  driven  away  he  must  destroy  the  bridge  at  all  haz- 
ards and  bring  off  his  command.  You  must  rely  on  the  cavalry  alone 
to  oppose  the  enemy  approaching  from  Kinston.  Lipscomb  asks  for 
400  sabers.  They  will  be  sent  from  Ealeigh  by  rail,  if  you  telegraph 
the  ordnance  officer  there  that  it  will  be  safe  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Bentonville,  March  18,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool,  Goldshorough : 

Send  Whitford’s  entire  command  immediately  to  Cox’s  Bridge,  direct- 
ing him  to  take  position  there  to  defend  against  enemy  approaching 
from  toward  Fayetteville.  He  will  prepare  the  bridge  to  be  destroyed 
when  it  can  no  longer  be  held.  A battery  will  be  sent  to  him  from  here 
in  morning  early. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  ]N.  C.,  March  18,  1865 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 

Augusta,  Ga. : 

(From  Winnsborough  by  courier-line.) 

General  Johnston  orders  that  the  light  batteries  not  brought  here 
and  not  required  for  the  defense  of  Augusta  be  collected  at  Macon, 
where  you  will  establish  your  headquarters  and  reorganize  and  re-equip 
your  batteries. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Ealeigh,  N.  0.,  March  18,  1865. 

Capt.  Thomas  E.  Sharp, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Salisbury  : 

Hawkins,  president  of  Ealeigh  and  Gaston  Eailroad,  will  not  be  able 
to  assist  you.  Communicate  with  Captain  Eobiiison  at  this  place. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Ge^ieral. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  19,  1865 — 1 p.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield : 

Train  just  left  with  ammunition  called  for. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

In  the  Field,  March  19,  1865 — 1.30  p.  m.  (Eeceived  2 p.  m.) 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding : 

General:  General  Stewart  desires  me  to  say  that  the  enemy 
attacked  the  right  and  center  of  our  line  at  12.45  x).  m.  and  were  easily 
repulsed.  The  heaviest  attack  was  made  on  Stovall’s  brigade. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  SEVIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Abstract  from  tri-monthly  return  of  Clayton’s  division,  Lee’s  corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  D. 
Clayton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  March  19,  1865, 


Command 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres- 
ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent,  (a) 

Officers. 

Men. 

flenp.ral  and  s+.a.ff 

4 

4 

8 

Stovall’s  brigade 

35 

363 

341 

474 

2,194 

Baker’s  brigade 

48 

455 

438 

605 

2,243 

Jackson’s  brigade 

121 

108 

174 

3,  014 

Total  division 

94 

939 

887 

1,257 

7,459 

a Ninety-nine  ofiB,cer8  and  1,641  men,  prisoners  of  war,  all  included  in  aggregate  present  and  absent. 

H.  D.  CLAYTON, 

Major-  General. 


On  Eoad,  March  19,  1865—12.45  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  1.45  p.  m.) 

General  Johnston: 

General:  With  one  regiment  I am  trying  to  get  to  Wheeler,  or 
on  the  dank  of  the  enemy.  Butler  is  on  the  road  behind  you,  and  a 
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part  of  Dibrell’s  command.  Stewart  wrote  just  now  that  the  enemy 
attacked  him.  Taliaferro  is  just  going  in.  I think  whatever  we  do 
should  be  done  quickly.  An  advance  of  the  line  would  break  them, 
I think. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTO^^, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Wilmington  and  Raleigh  Road,  March  19,  1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Major  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  here  with  Allen’s 
and  Ashby’s  commands.  I find  the  enemy  have  pickets  on  this  road 
between  Mill  Creek  and  Stone  Creek.  I learn  that  Stone  Creek  is  of 
difficult  crossing;  that  it  can  be  crossed  at  but  one  point,  and  then 
only  by  single  file.  I fear  that  Mill  Creek  is  so  full  that  it  cannot  be 
forded.  I will  try  to  secure  the  bridges  before  the  enemy  destroys  them. 

Bespectfully,  major,  your  obedienr  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  19j  1865 — 1.10  p.  m. 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Major*:  On  reaching  Stone  Creek  I found  a few  Yankees  on  south 
side.  I crossed  with  my  advance  and  captured  one  prisoner  from  Twen- 
tieth Corps.  He  states  that  Twentieth  Corps  was  moving  on  road  from 
Averasborough  in  direction  of  Goldsborough,  and  that  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  was  in  front  on  same  road,  fighting.  When  he  left  his  corps  it 
was  corduroying  the  road. 

Bespectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major- General. 


[Indorsement.] 


General  Johnston: 


3 p.  M. 


Within  just  handed  me  by  courier,  who  says  he  can’t  find  General 
Hampton,  as  the  latter  has  gone  to  General  W[heeler].  I suppose  it 
makes  no  difference. 

H.  B.  McClellan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 
Clinton  and*  Smithfield  Road,  March  19,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major:  My  orders  were  to  attack  the  enemy  on  this  road  when  the 
troops  on  the  Goldsborough  and  Averasborough  road  attacked.  I have 
found  great  difficulty  in  crossing  Stone  Creek,  but  on  hearing  firing  on 
the  Goldsborough  road  I moved  a small  force  across  and  attacked  and 
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drove  in  the  enemy’s  pickets.  I have  heard  but  little  firing  in  your 
direction,  and  now  can  hear  none  at  all.  Please  give  me  information 
from  time  to  time  what  to  do.  Soon  as  I get  my  troops  across  I shall 
move  on.  The  ford  is  growing  worse  and  worse,  and  citizens  inform 
me  that  if  many  troops  cross  it  will  become  impassable.  The  force  at 
Dismal  Cross-Koads  being  still  there  this  morning,  I have  been  forced 
to  keep  a strong  picket  on  the  road  leading  in  that  direction. 

Kespectfully,  major,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Smith  field  and  Clinton  Boad,  March  19  j 1865 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major  : A prisoner  just  brought  in,  belonging  to  Kilpatrick’s  cavalry, 
reports  that  his  command  moved  from  Dismal  Cross-Roads  this  morn- 
ing in  direction  of  the  Widow  Peacock’s  house,  on  the  Clinton  road, 
which  is  south  from  Dismal  Cross-Roads.  When  he  was  captured  he 
supposed  the  head  of  the  column  had  reached  Widow  Peacock’s  house. 

Respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELER, 

Major-  General. 

N.  B. — At  Widow  Peacock’s  house  the  enemy  could  turn  off  and  go 
in  direction  of  Bentonville  or  Coldsborough. 


Benecia  [?],  March  19,  1865 — 9 p.  m. 

Major-General  Wheeler, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Corps  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  5 p.  m.  is  just  received.  I wish  that 
you  would  leave  sufficient  force  to  hold  the  bridge  on  Clinton  and 
Smithfield  road  and  bring  the  rest  of  your  command  to  Bentonville  at 
as  early  an  hour  in  the  morning  as  you  can.  Guard  the  roads  leading  to 
Bentonville.  We  drove  the  enemy  one  mile  and  a half  to-day,  capturing 
four  guns,  and  Gener.al  Johnston  proposes  to  maintain  his  position 
to-morrow.  Send  out  your  best  scouts  to  get  information.  I shall  be 
to-night  near  where  the  battery  was  to-day. 

Respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTOK. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

March  19,  1865. 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Major:  Scouts  have  just  brought  in  two  prisoners  from  Fifteenth 
Corps,  captured  on  Cox’s  Bridge  road,  about  one  mile  and  a half  above 
this  point.  They  report  that  their  corps  is  marching  on  the  road  to  our 
right.  They  have  also  brought  in  two  prisoners  from  Fourteenth  Corps. 
They  report  that  their  corps  is  in  front  of  our  infantry  line  on  this  road, 
and  the  Twentieth  Corps  is  in  rear  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  C.  BUTLER, 


Major-  General, 
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[Indorsement,] 

Headquarters, 

March  18,  1865 — 10  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  bridge  spoken  of  is  the  one  destroyed  by  me  to-day  on  Smithfield 
road.  The  encampment  is  at  the  intersection  of  Smithfield  and  Clinton 
with  Averasborough  and  Goldsborough  roads. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters  Logan’s  Brigade, 

March  19,  1865. 

Major  Preston, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Butler'^s  Division: 

Major:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that  I met  the  head  of  the 
enemy’s  column  at  a point  about  two  miles  and  a half  from  the  point 
at  which  I left  you.  I drove  their  advance  guard  in  upon  their  column, 
about  one  mile  and  a half  from  the  point  at  which  I met  them,  captur- 
ing two  animals.  I have  formed  my  line  at  the  fork  of  the  road  (two 
miles  and  a half  from  you).  I could  not  take  the  command  farther 
with  safety,  as  the  enemy  have  also  appeared  on  the  left  road.  General 
Howard  and  staff  was  charged  by  my  advance,  or  so  they  announced 
themselves,  upon  being  met  suddenly  at  a bend  in  the  road.  Some  of 
the  prisoners  that  have  been  taken  report  the  Twentieth  Corps  in  my 
front,  advancing.  I have  struck  nothing  but  mounted  men  so  far.  I 
have  taken  steps  to  learn  whether  the  Twentieth  Corps  is  here,  and 
will  inform  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  LOGAN, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  19, 1865. 
Brig.  Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  Salisbury: 

Take  immediate  steps  to  have  300  negroes  impressed  and  turned 
over  to  Capt.  Thomas  R.  Sharp,  engaged  in  widening  gauge  of  railroad. 
Captain  Sharp  is  in  Salisbury.  Communicate  with  him. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutarit- General. 


Bentonville,  March  20,  1865. 

General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

Our  cavalry  reporting  that  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps  were 
movingby  the  Averasborough  and  Goldsborough  road,  and  the  Fifteenth 
and  Seventeenth  by  that  from  Fayetteville,  1 concentrated  our  troops 
here  yesterday  morning  and  attacked  the  enemy  about  3 p.  m.;  routed 
him,  capturing  three  guns ; but  a mile  in  rear  he  rallied  upon  fresh  troops. 
We  were  able  to  press  all  back  slowly  until  G,  when  receiving  fresh 
troops,  apparently,  he  attempted  the  offensive,  which  we  resisted  with- 
out difficulty  until  dark.  This  morning  he  is  intrenched.  Our  loss 
was  small.  The  troops  behaved  extremely  well.  Dense  thickets  pre- 
vented rapid  operations. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  IiTorthern  Virginia, 

March  ^0,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

I can  but  express  my  hearty  con|?ratiilations  at  your  victory  of  the 
19th.  It  was  skillfully  planned  and  boldly  executed.  The  gratification 
it  will  give  to  the  country  will  be  equaled  by  the  gratification  which 
will  be  felt  for  yourself  and  the  brave  army  that  achieved  it. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Smithfield  Station,  March  20,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I send  dispatch  from  Major  Ayer,  from  Augusta.  Did  you  receive 
cipher  dispatch  from  Richmond  sent  to  you  yesterday  by  one  of  Gen- 
eral Bragg’s  couriers?  Gist’s  brigade  is  expected  to  day.  I received 
no  instructions  in  regard  to  movement  of  troops  from  this  place.  If 
you  have  any  to  give  please  inform  me.  I requested  commanding  officer 
of  Lowry’s  brigade  to  arrest  and  convey  to  front  all  stragglers  he  may 
find  on  his  march. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  COOPER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Kear  Benton ville,  Alarch  20,  1865—2.30  p.  m. 
Captain  Cooper,  Smithfield : 

Send  all  troops  of  Army  of  Tennessee  this  way  as  soon  as  they 
arrive,  not  to  march,  however,  after  night. 

ARCHER  ANTDERSON. 


Raleigh,  C.,  March  20,  1865— a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Smithfield,  V.  G. : 

General  Elzey  has  reported  for  orders  from  Augusta.  I have  ordered 
him  to  Macon  with  all  light  batteries  not  required  for  the  defense  of 
Augusta.  Do  you  intend  that  he  shall  supersede  General  Cobb  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Near  Bentonville, 

March  20,  1865—4.30  p.  m,. 

General  Beauregard,  Raleigh  : 

General  Elzey’s  being  sent  to  Macon  in  command  of  artillery  will 
not  interfere  with  General  Cobb’s  local  command.  Please  so  inform 
them.  I think  it  will  be  better  for  you  to  bring  up  Lee.  All  artillery 
without  horses,  including  that  which  was  at  Smithfield,  should  be  sent 
immediately  a^  far  as  Greensborough. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Smithfield,  Jfarch  20,  1865. 

General  Beauregard: 

The  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  were  yesterday  moving  on  the 
road  from  Fayetteville  to  Goldsboroughj  the  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth 
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on  that  from  Averasborongli.  We  attacked  the  latter  force  at  3 p.  m.j 
routed  one  corps,  capturing  three  guns;  but  a mile  in  rear  the  enemy 
rallied  on  fresh  troops.  We  were  able  to  press  all  back  slowly  until  6, 
when,  apparently  receiving  fresh  troops,  he  attempted  the  offensive, 
which  we  resisted  without  difficulty  until  dark.  Onr  troo]is  behaved 
handsomely.  This  morning  enemy  was  intrenched.  We  have  now  the 
whole  army  in  our  front.  The  Fifteenth  Corps,  moving  from  direction 
of  Goldsborough  on  our  left  flank  and  rear,  made  it  necessary  to 
change  our  front  so  as  to  look  to  the  south.  There  has,  so  far,  been 
only  skirmishing  to-day.  Please  give  this  information  to  the  governor 
in  my  name. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Kaleigh,  N.  0.,  March  JSO,  1865, 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithjield,  W C. : 

Major  Willis  reports  having  shipped  everything  from  Salisbury. 
Shall  I await  here  Lee’s  arrival?  Anything  new  from  the  front? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


March  20,  1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson  : 

If  we  are  to  retire  to-night  would  it  not  be  well  for  me  to  withdraw 
the  artillery  on  my  line  at  an  early  hour  and  give  timely  notice,  so  that 
every  one  can  be  prepared? 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  P.  STEWART, 
Lieutenant-  General, 


Hospital,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

March  20,,  1865, 

Colonel  Gale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Army  of  Tennessee: 

Colonel:  The  wounded  number  624.  All  cases  able  to  walk  have 
been  sent  off  to  Smithfleld.  Unless  all  the  wagons  are  placed  at  my 
disposal  the  wounded  cannot  be  removed  to-day.  Inform  General 
Stewart  of  the  fact  and  give  me  information  what  can  be  done,  and 
what  time  is  allowed  for  the  removal  of  the  wounded. 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  T.  DARBY, 

Medical  Director, 


Headquarters  Stewart’s  Corps, 

March  20^  1865, 


Captain  Gale: 

Just  in  front  of  our  line  and  to  the  left  of  it  the  enemy  are  busily 
engaged  in  felling  heavy  timber.  Nothing  of  the  kind  heard  on  our 
right.  This  cutting  of  timber  is  either  fortifying  or  cutting  a road  to 
our  left. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  LORING, 

Major-General. 
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Bentonville,  March  20^  1865 — 12.50  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  1.30.) 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  ; 

General  : The  reported  advance  on  this  place  proves  to  have  con- 
sisted of  a small  foraging  party.  I shall  look  well  to  this  flank  and  I 
have  ordered  some  cavalry  to  relieve  your  men  at  the  mill. 
Bespectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant’  General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

Near  Flower^s  Rouse.,  March  20,  1865 — 11.05  a.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

General:  I have  formed  a dismounted  line  here  very  near  Flower’s 
house,  and  can  hold  the  enemy  in  check  till  we  are  flanked  out  of  it. 
The  line  is  a very  short  one,  however.  I have  sent  General  Law  back 
to  Bentonville,  with  instructions  to  scout  all  roads  running  eastwardly 
from  that  point. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major- General. 

N.  B. — Enemy  are  engaging  us  very  warmly. 


March  20,  1865—9.50  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  10.15  a.  m.) 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  enemy’s  infantry  and  artillery  is  advancing  rapidly  from  the 
direction  of  Cox’s  Bridge.  He  is  now  about  two  miles  from  Flower’s 
house.  A few  regiments  of  infantry  would  check  his  advance,  I think, 
very  materially.  Our  cavalry  is  too  weak  to  accomplish  much. 

1 am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Brigadier- General. 


March  20,  1865—3  p.  m. 

Maj.  H.  B.  McClellan: 

Major:  I have  found  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  line.  It  is  simply  an 
extension  of  the  line  in  front  of  our  infantry  by  skirmishers  who  are 
stationary.  This  extension  does  not  reach  very  far  on  this  side  of  the 
road  on  which  the  enemy  advanced  this  morning.  I have  found 
another  country  road,  above  this  one,  which  leads  into  tne  Golds- 
borough  road,  and  on  which  there  is  a good  crossing  [over]  the  creek. 
I have  sent  a picket  to  watch  it.  We  are  replenishing  our  ammunition 
and  resting  part  of  the  command.  I will  keep  watch  on  the  enemy’s 
right  and  notify  you  of  any  movement. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Headquarters  Oumming’s  Brigade, 
Bentonville^  March  20^  1865,  (Eeceived  1.30  p.  m.) 
OoloDel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  the  commanding  general,  my  command  is  at  this  place  (Benton- 
ville). 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  HENDEESON, 

Colonel^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  March  20,  1865. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel:  Serving  in  General  Hardee’s  command  are  the  Fiftieth 
North  Carolina  Eegiment  (Hoke’s  division).  Tenth  North  Carolina  Bat- 
talion, and  one  regiment  Senior  Eeserves,  belonging  to  Department 
of  North  Carolina.  These  troops  were  carried  to  Georgia  by  me  in 
November,  and  have  been  twice  ordered  by  the  War  Department  to 
rejoin  their  commands  whenever  practicable.  McDougald’s  and  De 
Eosset’s  companies  infantry  and  a battery  of  artillery,  detached  by  me 
on  leaving  Wilmington  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Eiver,  fell  in  with  General  Hardee  at  Fayetteville,  and  are  now  serving 
with  his  command.  I respectfully  request  that  these  commands  be 
ordered  to  report  to  me  as  soon  as  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the 
service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 


Near  Bentonville,  March  20,  1865. 

General  Bragg: 

There  is  great  complaint  of  the  treatment  the  wounded  receive  in  the 
rear.  General  Johnston  desires  you  would  send  a medical  officer  of 
experience  in  the  field  to  Smith  field,  to  take  charge  of  the  whole  matter. 
This  officer  will  give  orders  for  such  changes  as  may  be  necessary,  in 
General  Johnston’s  name,  and  will  immediately  communicate  by  tele- 
graph with  Capt.  J.  M.  Eobinson,  engineer  in  charge  railroads, 
Ealeigh,  calling  for  trains  to  carry  off’  the  wounded  as  fast  as  possible. 
Any  hospital  arrangements  at  Smithfield  and  the  depot  should  be  of  a 
temporary  character. 

AECHEE  ANDEESON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Near  Bentonville,  March  20,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 

General  Bragg  : 

General  Johnston  directs  me  to  say  that  to  save  time  you  are  author, 
ized,  upon  any  emergency,  to  call  directly  upon  Major-General  McLaws, 
who  has  been  instructed  to  obey  your  call. 

AECHEE  ANDEESON. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field ^ March  20 ^ 1865 — 6 p.  m. 

Memorandum  of  telegram  in  reply  to  (.lolonel  Pool’s  telegram  of  20th, 
12.15  p.  m.,  viz:  Ordering  Whitford’s  infantry  and  artillery  to  Turner’s 
Bridge  at  once,  and  thence  to  join  us  south  of  Bentonville;  the  artillery 
by  orders  at  Ben  ton  vi  He.  Destroy  all  bridges  on  Neuse.  Cavalry  to 
continue  to  hold  enemy  in  observation,  and  report. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  0.,  March  20,  1865. 

General  P,  M.  B.  Young, 

Augusta  Ga.: 

Stragglers  and  deserters  are  reported  numerous  between  Columbia 
and  Augusta  and  Braiichville.  Arrest  and  send  them  forward. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  20,  1865. 

Maj.  E.  J.  Echols, 

Quartermaster,  Charlotte : 

Be  prepared  to  ship  througn  to  this  place  by  rail  all  troops  arriving 
at  Chester  or  any  other  point.  Call  upon  presidents  of  railroads  to 
render  you  every  assistance. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[March  21,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  relating  to  operations  in 
North  Carolina,  Ac.,  see  Part  I,  p.  1046.] 


[March  21,  1865. — For  Johnston  to  Lee,  reporting  operations,  &c., 
see  Part  I,  p.  1055.] 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Near  Bentonville,  N.  C.  : 

(Yia  Smithfield.) 

Brigadier-General  Eobertson  expects  his  cavalry  brigade  here  to-day. 
Where  shall  it  be  ordered  to?  1 hope  Lee  will  soon  be  at  Chester. 
Whom  will  you  send  to  Augusta,  McLaws  or  Wright? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  3Iarch  21,  1865—9  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey, 

Augusta,  Ga. : 

General  Johnston  orders  you  establish  your  headquarters  at  Macon, 
collecting  there  all  light  batteries  not  required  for  defense  of  Augusta, 
equipping  them  for  the  held  soon  as  practicable.  General  Cobb’s  com- 
mand remains  as  heretofore. 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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Smithfield  Station,  March  21,  1865 — 8A5  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjtitant-  General : 

Colonel  : Dispatch  from  Colonel  Sale  of  6 p.  m.  was  received  by  me 
at  2 a.  m.  this  morning.  The  operator  at  Goldsborough  was  called 
repeatedly,  but  did  not  answer  until  daylight.  At  2.20  a.  m.  I sent 
copy  by  couriers,  as  you  directed,  to  Colonel  Whitford,  at  or  near  Cox’s 
Bridge.  The  courier  has  not  returned  yet.  Over  200  prisoners  arrived 
here  last  night.  In  absence  of  instructions  I shall  send  them  by  first 
train  to  Kaleigh  and  telegraph  General  Beauregard. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  COOPER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Smithfield  Station,  March  21,  1865 — 3.25  p.  m. 
[Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : ] 

Colonel  : Dispatch  was  received  from  General  Bragg’s  headquarters 
at  2 p.  m.  addressed  to  Colonel  Pool,  at  Goldsborough,  directing  his 
movements  in  case  of  evacuation  of  that  place,  &c.  Communication 
with  Goldsborough  ceased  just  previous  to  receipt  of  dispatch.  The 
last  dispatch  to  operator  said  Yankees  were  in  three  miles  of  town.  It 
is  supposed  the  office  is  closed  or  the  line  cut.  I found  an  intelligent 
courier  belonging  to  General  Wheeler’s  escort  company  and  sent  dis- 
patch to  Goldsborough  by  him  directing  him  to  cross  Little  River  and 
proceed  down  left  bank  in  direction  of  Goldsborough,  but  to  strike  the 
Weldon  railroad  a couple  of  miles  above  the  townj  to  be  cautious,  and 
destroy  dispatch  in  case  of  capture. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  COOPER, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

March  21,  1865 — 10.25  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Colonel  : It  has  just  been  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy’s  infantry 
are  advancing  on  General  Taliaferro’s  extreme  right,  threatening  to  turn 
his  flank. 

ALEX.  P.  STEWART, 

Lieutenant-General. 


Headquarters  McLaws’  Division, 

March  21,  1865. 

Colonel  Roy, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  Genera  I : 

Sergeant  Paysiiiger  has  just  returned  from  a scout,  and  reports  as 
follows:  Went  to  the  Goldsborough  road  about  four  miles  to  the  left  of 
our  infantry,  near  a mill,  and  tound  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  passing  up  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  battle-field  of 
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yesterday.  Citizens  on  tlie  road  report  that  the  enemy  were  moving 
in  this  same  direction  all  night.  Paysinger  captured  seven  prisoners, 
who  confirmed  this  report.  Paysinger  will  return  at  once.  He  left  his 
men  on  the  road.  The  prisoners  report  that  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps  is  on  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  Goldsborough,  lying  in  camp. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Cheatham’s  Corps, 

March  21^  1865 — 5 p.  m. 


Col.  W.  D.  Gale, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Army  of  Tennessee: 

Colonel:  I have  just  been  making  disposition  of  what  force  I have 
left.  I am  from  three  to  five  feet  apart  in  single  rank.  I placed  Tyler’s 
brigade  beyond  the  swamj),  which  does  not  extend  quite  to  the  edge  of 
the  field.  The  enemy  is  confronting  us  to  the  edge  of  the  field,  in  what 
force  I do  not  know.  I kept  Taliaferro’s  pickets  on  post ; will  retain  them. 
There  is  no  cavalry  on  my  right  that  I can  find,  and  I made  search. 
The  enemy  can  come  in  there  with  impunity. 

Very  respectfully, 


V^M.  B.  BATE, 

Alajor- General. 


March  21, 18(15 — 6.45  a.  m. 

General  Wheeler, 

Commanding.,  <&e. : 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  reported 
that  the  enemy  are  attempting  to  cross  the  swamp  on  which  Colonel 
Smith  is  stationed.  He  desires  you  to  send  all  of  your  available  men 
at  once  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Smith,  and  to  extend  to  the  left,  to  con- 
nect with  General  Law. 

Very  respectfully. 


H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


March  21,  1865 — 2 a.  m. 

Major  McClellan, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Major:  My  scouts  have  just  returned  from  the  right  of  the  enemy’s 
lines.  They  report  no  retrograde  movement  of  the  enemy;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  indications  are  that  he  will  fight  to-day.  The  scouts  pene- 
trated to  the  Goldsborough  road  and  conversed  with  men  from  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  who  stated  that  their  commands  were  on  the  line  in 
front.  I will  keep  a few  men  along  Mill  Creek  on  the  other  side  in 
order  to  notify  me  of  any  movement  of  enemy  from  the  neighborhood 
of  Cox’s  Bridge  across  toward  Smithfield  or  Benton ville.  I think 
such  a movement  would  only  be  attempted  with  cavalry,  if  at  all. 

1 am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Bentonville,  March  21^  1865. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh j V.  G. : 

As  soon  as  you  can  spare  tlie  detachment  Sixth  North  Carolina 
Cavalry  please  order  them  to  rejoin  regiment  near  Goldsborongh. 

BEAXTON  BRAGG. 


Headquarters  McLaws’  Division, 

March  21j  1865. 

General  B.  Bragg: 

Colonel  Prather,  commanding  the  cavalry  in  my  front,  reports  the 
enemy  passing  to  my  left.  I am  extending  a line  of  skirmishers  to 
the  left  to  meet  the  movement.  At  the  time  Lieutenant- Colon  el 
Gordon  was  at  my  headquarters  the  movement  had  not  been  reported. 
Colonel  Prather  having  just  gone  in. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  McLAWS, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

In  the  Field,  March  21,  1865 — 6.30  a.  m. 

Col.  S.  D.  Pool, 

Goldsborough  : 

When  forced  to  evacuate  retire  up  Weldon  road.  Forward  to 
Colonel  Lipscomb  following  directions:  He  will  assume  command  of  all 
cavalry;  maintain  his  position  in  front  Goldsborough  till  forced  back 
by  numbers;  will  have  north  side  Neuse  picketed  to  Cox’s  Bridge. 
When  obliged  to  leave  Goldsborough  cross  Little  River,  destroying- 
bridges  in  his  rear  and  hold  that  line,  establishing  a telegraph  office 
there. 

JOHN  B.  SALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  21, 1865. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  T.  Johnson, 

Salisbury,  N.  C. : 

Much  suffering  among  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  for  want  of 
hospital  accommodations  is  reported  at  your  post.  Have  necessary 
arrangements  made  immediately  to  relieve  their  wants  and  sufferings. 
By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

Capt.  Thomas  R.  Sharp, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Salisbury : 

All  horses  must  march  through,  except  those  of  officers  belonging  to 
the  infantry,  who  are  with  their  proper  commands. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Kaleigh,  N.  0.,  March  21,  1865. 

Capt.  Thomas  R.  Sharp, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Salisbury : 

Captain  Robinson  reports  that  neitlier  tlie  North  Carolina  Central, 
the  Wilmington  and  Weldon,  nor  the  Weldon  and  Petersburg  Railroad, 
will  be  able  to  assist  yon.  Call  upon  General  Bradley  T.  Johnson  for 
labor. 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutayit- General. 


Raleigh,  N.  C.,  March  21,  1865. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Eustis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Augusta,  Ga.: 

General  Beauregard  directs  that  Major  Bryan  return  to  Milled geville 
and  see  to  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies;  that  Colonel 
Roman  return  to  Augusta  and  see  to  the  discharge  of  the  same  duties. 
You  will  make  headquarters  at  Chester  and  perform  similar  duties 
until  further  orders. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  March  21,  1865. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  (&c. : 

General:  Since  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  addressed  to  Lieuten- 
ant-General Hardee,  forwarding  reports  of  Capt.  J.  J.  Dickison,  Second 
Florida  Cavalry,  and  recommending  his  promotion,  he  has  rendered 
another  good  service  in  pursuing  a raiding  party  to  within  a mile  of 
Saint  Augustine  and  recapturing  twenty-four  negroes  and  other  stolen 
property.  In  addition  to  the  command  I could  give  him  if  appointed 
a colonel,  the  governor  of  the  State,  who  has  heretofore  strongly 
recommended  Captain  Dickison’s  promotion,  tells  me  that  he  can  have 
command  of  all  the  State  forces  in  that  section  of  the  State.  A depu- 
tation of  citizens  of  Southern  Florida  called  on  me  a few  days  since  on 
other  business,  but  in  the  course  of  conversation  assured  me  that  Cap- 
tain Dickison  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people  and  that  his  pro- 
motion and  assignment  to  command  in  that  section  of  the  State,  of 
course  under  the  district  commander,  would  give  great  satisfaction  and 
confidence. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM.  JONES, 

. Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Military  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  March  21,  1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

General:  We  are  so  greatly  in  need  of  funds  to  pay  the  troops  in 
this  district  and  to  meet  the  ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  service, 
and  mail  communication  with  you  and  with  Richmond  so  very  jireca- 
rious  and  uncertain,  that  I send  a (piartermaster.  Major  Hamilton, 
directly  to  your  headquarters  for  funds.  Besides  many  other  outstand- 
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iDg  debts,  the  troops  have  not  been  paid  since  last  August.  Some  of 
them  never  have  been  paid.  Major  Hamilton  will  explain  the  neces- 
sity for  the  funds,  and  I hope  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  your  chief 
quartermaster  and  paymaster  to  supply  him  with  them,  and  if  you  can- 
not that  you  will  send  him  immediately  to  Richmond,  or  wherever  the 
seat  of  Government  may  be,  to  obtain  the  funds  from  the  Treasury, 
through  the  Quartermaster-Generafs  Department.  Indeed,  I would  pre- 
fer that  Major  Hamilton  should  go  on  to  Richmond  as  the  regular  esti- 
mates for  funds  are  there  and  he  has  a number  of  letters  to  deliver  and 
some  other  business  to  transact.  Besides  the  obvious  injustice  and  in- 
convenience of  keeping  officers  and  men  out  of  their  pay  so  long,  other 
serious  injury  results  to  the  service,  for  in  a country  so  cut  off  from 
other  portions  of  the  Confederacy,  where  desertion  is  so  easy  and  there 
are  so  many  temptations  to  desert,  men  make  the  fact  of  non-payment 
an  excuse,  or  pretext,  for  deserting. 

Very  respectfully, 

SAM.  JO^^ES, 

Major- Oeneralj  Commanding. 


[March  22,  1865. — For  Davis  to  Lee,  referring  to  operations  at 
Bentonville,  &c.,  see  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  II.] 


Near  Bentonville,  March  22.,  1865. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Baleigh : 

Send  Robertson’s  brigade  to  Smithfield  to  join  the  army. 

J.  E.  JOHXSTOX. 


Raleigh,  X.  0.,  March  22, 1865. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield : 

What  disposition  shall  be  made  of  stores  now  here  not  needed  for  the 
immediate  use  of  your  army  % 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Raleigh,  X.  C.,  March  22,  1865—9.30  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield : 

Have  you  any  orders  for  rolling  stock  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
and  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroads? 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Xear  Bentonville,  March  22^  1865. 

Maj.  W.  E.  Moore, 

Smithfield : 

General  Johnston  directs  that  you  load  all  your  wagons  with  subsist- 
ence immediately  and  put  them  on  this  side  the  river  on  the  road 
Stewart  camped  on,  about  where  the  road  to  Raleigh  turns  off.  If 
Captain  Crenshaw  makes  any  further  difficulty  about  giving  you  the 
wagons  after  the  accompanying  order.  General  Johnston  directs  that 
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OoloneJ  Jackson  enforce  it,  and  put  him  in  irons  if  necessary.  Load 
everything  else  on  the  cars  and  remove  it  to  the  rear  at  once,  on 
account  of  the  advances  from  Goldsborough. 

AKOHER  ANDERSON. 


En  Route,  March  22^  1865—3  p,  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General  : I have  McLaws  on  the  road  which  I learn  from  Captain 
Eeilden  you  intended  the  troops  to  take.  Taliaferro  on  this  wretched 
road,  which  I have  been  working  on  and  pulling  wagons  through  all 
the  morning.  If  you  have  no  objections  I will  continue  with  the  wagons 
on  this  road  and  take  Taliaferro’s  division  with  me.  If  you  approve, 
please  order  McLaws  forward  from  his  present  position  at  such  time  as 
you  may  judge  fit.  The  road  I am  on  is  the  road  you  traveled  from 
Smithfield  to  Bentouville. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-General. 


The  wagons  on  this  road  must  go  forward,  as  they  can’t  be  turned 
back. 


W.  J.  H. 


Raleigh,  N.  G.,  March  22,  1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Smithfield,  N.  C. : 

I know  nothing  positive,  but  report  says  railroad  stock  and  sick 
were  saved. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


March  22, 1865. 

Major-General  McLaws,  or 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee  : 

Sirs:  The  command  under  General  Schofield,  consisting  of  a part  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Corps,  are  crossing,  the  Neuse 
River  at  Cox’s  Bridge,  about  ten  miles  above  Goldsborough  (coming  to 
the  east  side).  Two  divisions  of  negroes  are  already  over.  We  caught 
fifteen  prisoners  this  morning  and  turned  them  over  to  Capt.  D.  A. 
Cogdell,  of  the  Sixty-seventh  North  Carolina,  and  I will  send  this  by 
him.  I will  still  remain  here  and  do  my  duty. 

T.  M.  PAYSINGER, 

Sergeant  of  Scouts. 


Hannah’s  Creek,  March  22,  1865 — 7.25  a.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

General  : The  new  bridge  over  Mill  Creek  was  not  destroyed  by 
the  infantry,  and  it  would  not  burn.  General  Wheeler  threw  ofi‘  the 
fiooring  and  did  all  he  could  to  destroy  it,  but  he  says  it  can  easily  be 
repaired,  and  I suppose  infantry  can  cross.  The  infantry  did  not  cross 
till  sunrise,  and  the  enemy  pressed  Wheeler  up  to  the  bridge.  I am 
preparing  the  bridge  for  burning. 

Very  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 
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Hannah’s  Creek,  March  22,  1865—5.30  a.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

General  : The  infantry  is  now  across  the  bridge.  After  you  destroy 
it  keep  a few  vedettes  up  and  down  the  creek  till  all  is  clear  between 
the  creek.  There  is  a ford  here.  You  can  order  Colonel  Dibrell  either 
to  this  point  or  he  can  fall  back  toward  Smithfield.  Your  note  as  to 
the  wagon  train  just  received.  1 should  be  glad  for  you  to  carry  out 
the  plan. 

V ery  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON. 


Eoad,  March  22,  1865—5.15  p.  m. 

General  Wheeler: 

General:  1 wish  that  you  would  move  your  command  across  the 
river  early  in  the  morning,  leaving  one  brigade  to  cover  the  line  of 
march  of  the  infantry.  Direct  the  officer  commanding  that  brigade  to 
report  to  General  Johnston,  and  when  he  follows  us  let  him  leave  small 
scouting  party.  I will  take  Law  across  the  river  at  once.  If  Hart’s 
battery  is  on  the  road  do  bring  it  with  you.  Allen  and  Dibrell  are  on 
the  Clinton  road. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Widow  Mitchener'^s,  Two  Miles  from  ISmithfield, 

March  22,  1865—6.45  p.  m. 


General  Wheeler: 


General:  General  Hampton  directs  me  to  say  that  from  the  infor- 
mation he  has  received  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  move  your  com- 
mand across  the  river  as  early  as  you  can  to-morrow  morning. 
General  Law  will  move  down  the  river  to-night  on  the  river  road, 
and  General  Hampton  desires  you  to  go  on  the  road  south  of  and  near 
to  the  railroad,  which  road  leads  from  Smithfield  to  Goldsborough. 
He  desires  you  to  reach  and  take  position  on  Moccasin  Eiver  if  you 
can.  General  Law  will  endeavor  to  take  position  on  the  same  stream 
on  the  river  road.  He  also  desires  you  to  have  some  parties  out  on 
the  north  side  of  the  railroad  to  observe  if  the  enemy  moves  in  that 
direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


General  Hampton  thinks  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  keep  one  regi- 
ment on  the  west  side  of  the  Neuse  Eiver  in  rear  of  our  infantry.  Let 
that  regiment  keep  out  scouting  parties.  Cross  at  Turner’s  Bridge  and 
take  the  nearest  road  to  the  road  leading  down  the  railroad.  Bring 
Hart’s  battery  to  this  side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Kennedy’s  Gross-Eoads,  March  22^  1865.  ■ 

Col.  J.  B.  Sale, 

Assista^it  Adjutant-  General : 

Since  receiving  your  dispatch  I sent  a scout  toward  Cox’s  Bridge, 
which  met  the  enemy  about  one  mile  and  a half  on  this  side  and  fired 
into  them.  It  was  his  advance  guard.  My  scouts  also  report  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  flanking  me  on  my  left.  If  this  be  true  I cannot  hold 
the  bridges  in  my  front.  When  I am  forced  to  fall  back  I will  fall  back 
on  the  two  main  roads  leading  from  Goldsborough  to  Smithfield,  keep- 
ing flankers  to  my  left  and  on  the  river  road. 

T.  J.  LIPSCOMB, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


Wilson,  3Iarch  22^  1865. 

Col.  J.  B.  Sale, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I evacuated  Goldsborough  at  4 p.  m.  yesterday;  reached  here  at  11 
o’clock  to-day.  Large  Yankee  force  in  Goldsborough.  I left  after 
enemy  entered  town.  Everything  was  destroyed  that  could  not  be 
brought  off.  I will  write  you  fuL  particulars  when  I reach  Tarborough 
to-morrow. 

S.  D.  POOL, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


.Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

Richmond.,  Ku-.,  March  22,  1865. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  North  Carolina  Reserves,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

Your  action  in  regard  to  the  Eeserves  is  approved. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Ealeioh,  K.  C.,  March  22,  1865—7.10  p.  m. 
Capt.  C.  F.  Yanderford, 

Ordnance  Officer,  Smithjield : 

Dispatch  received  7 p.  m.  Captain  Eobinson  has  been  ordered  to 
send  you  the  rolliog-stock  called  for.  He  reports  that  a train  came 
from  Smithfield  to  day  only  partially  loaded.  Please  have  the  correc- 
tion made.  Have  trains  properly  loaded.  Prisoners  might  be  placed 
upon  the  tops  of  the  cars. 

JKO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  JLdjutant-  General. 


Near  Smithfield,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865—1.30  p.  m. 
General  E.  E.  Lee  : 

Sherman’s  whole  army  being  intrenched  in  our  front  on  morning  of 
the  20th  we  did  not  attack,  but  held  our  position  to  cover  removal  of 
wounded  and  occupy  enemy.  There  was  heavy  skirmishing  20th  and 
21st,  and  several  partial  attacks  by  him  handsomely  repulsed.  Troo])S 
of  Tennessee  army  have  fully  disproved  slanders  that  have  been  pub- 
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listed  agaiDst  them.  Evening  and  night  of  21st  enemy  moved  toward 
Goldsborough,  where  Schofield  joined  him,  and  yesterday  we  came  here. 
Sherman’s  course  cannot  be  hindered  by  the  small  force  I have.  I can 
do  no  more  than  annoy  him.  I respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  no  longer 
a question  whether  you  leave  present  position;  you  have  only  to  decide 
where  to  meet  Sherman.  I will  be  near  him. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTQ]^. 


Headquarters, 

March  23,  1865. 

General  Jos.  E.  Johnston  : 

Telegram  of  1.30  p.  m.  received.  I am  delighted  at  conduct  of  Ten- 
nessee army.  I hope  you  will  be  able  often  to  repeat  your  blow  and 
finally  shiver  enemy.  Still  we  must  meet  the  question.  Where,  in 
your  opinion,  can  we  best  meet  Sherman 

E.  E.  LEE. 


Near  Smithfield,  N.  0.,  March  23,  1865 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  E.  E.  Lee: 

I earnestly  recommend  and  ask  that  Major-General  Lovell  be  ordered 
to  report  to  me.  I regard  him  equal  to  our  best  major-generals.  Please 
reply. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Near  Smithfield,  N.  0.,  March  23, 1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Raleigh,  W.  C. : 

Sherman’s  whole  army  being  intrenched  in  our  front  on  morning  of 
20th  we  did  not  attack,  but  held  our  position  to  cover  removal  of 
wounded  and  occupy  enemy.  There  was  heavy  skirmishing  20th  and 
21st,  and  several  partial  attacks  by  him  handsomely  repulsed.  Troops 
of  Tennessee  army  have  fully  disproved  slanders  that  have  been  pub- 
lished against  them.  Evening  and  night  of  21st  enemy  moved  toward 
Goldsborough  and  yesterday  we  came  here. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Ealeigh,  N.  C.,  March  23,  1865 — 9.30  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield,  W.  C. : 

Have  you  selected  point  in  our  rear  for  depot  of  provisions  and 
forage  ? How  much  of  quantity  here  shall  be  retained  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Ealeigh,  N.  0.,  March  23,  1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield,  N.  G. : 

What  amount  of  provisions,  forage,  and  ammunition  shall  be  kept 
here?  Answer  in  cipher.  Governor  Yance  says  he  can  send  you 
twenty  wagons  out  of  thirty  which  are  hauling  Government  tithes 
here,  if  you  so  prefer  it. 


G.  T.  BEAGEEGAEH. 
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Raleigh,  N.  0.,  March  23, 1865 — 11.30  a.  m. 
.General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Smithfield,  W.  C. : 

Gaston  railroad  bridge  is  floored  for  passage  of  artillery  and  wagons.  . 
An  engineer  is  required  to  direct  construction  of  approaches  thereto. 
Please  order  one  soon  as  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Near  Smithfield,  N.  0.,  March  23,  1865. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Raleigh : 

Stores  not  needed  for  immediate  use  should  not  be  accumulated  above 
the  quantity  that  can  be  removed. in  two  days.  Rolling-stock 'you 
mention  can  still  be  used  for  General  Lee’s  benefit,  can  it  not? 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Raleigh,  N.  G.,  March  23, 1865 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Oapt.  J.  M.  Goodman, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Chester,  8.  C. : 

Have  any  of  General  Lee’s  troops  arrived  yet  at  Chester?  If  so,  send 
them  on  rapidly  as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Raleigh,  N.  0.,  March  23, 1865—8.20  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Macon : 

Brigadier-General  Fry  will  arrange  for  the  absentees.  Army  of  Ten- 
nessee, arriving  at  Augusta. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Raleigh,  N.  G.,  March  23,  1865—8.20  a.  ni. 

Maj.  S.  R.  Chisman, 

Greenshorough : 

Let  animals  march  to  Hillsborough.  Stop  artillery  at  that  place. 
By  command  of  Geueral  Beauregard : 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Near  Smithfield,  N.  C.,  March  23, 1865—2.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  J.  M.  Robinson, 

Raleigh : 

Letter  18th  to  Colonel  Otey  received.  Whenever  you  are  informed 
that  enemy  is  moving  west  from  Goldsborough  remove  all  trains  men- 
tioned west  of  Raleigh.  You  will  have  at  least  two  days’  time  after 
notice. 


ARCHER  ANDERSON. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.tOS.  j Richmond^  March  23,  1865. 

******* 

. XX.  Maj.  T.  B.  Yeuable,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to 
duty  with  Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  commanding  Eeserves  of  Xorth 
Carolina,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

*#**##* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

Xo.  8.  S March  23,  1865. 

******* 
lY.  Oumming’s  brigade  will  rejoin  Stevenson’s  division. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston: 

KIXLOCH  FALCONER, 
Assistayit  Adjutant- General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters, 

March  23,  1865. 

The  army  will  move  to-morrow  morning,  by  theLewisburg  road,  to  . 
camp  two  or  three  miles  the  other  side  of  the  railroad  depot.  Cordis 
commanders  will  send  staff  officers  ahead  to  communicate  with  Maj, 
John  Johnson,  engineers,  at  Stevens’  house  by  10  a.  m.,  and  learn  the 
ground  intended  for  their  troops.  At  9 o’clock  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
will  lead  and  be  followed  by  the  troops  of  the  Department  of  North 
Carolina.  Headquarters  will  be  at  Richardson.’s  house. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston: 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

March  23,  1865. 

The  Army  of  Tennessee  will  move  to-morrow  morning  in  the  direct'" on 
of  Lewisburg  promptly  at  9 o’clock,  right  in  front,  Cheatham’s  corps 
leading,  Lee’s  corps  next,  and  Stewart’s  corps  in  rear.  Shortly  after 
leaving  an  inspector  from  each  corps  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  T.  F. 
Sevier,  inspector-general,  at  the  head  of  the  column,  for  instructions,  &c. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Stewart: 

W.  D.  GALE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Near  Moccasin  Creek, 

March  23,  1865 — 9.35  a.  m. 

General  Johnston: 

General:  1 have  the  honor  to  inclose  a dispatch*  just  received. 
Law  is  on  the  river  road  and  Wheeler  on  the  middle  road  with  Hanking 


Not  found  as  an  iuclosure. 
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parties  north  of  the  railroad.  I shall  push  on  until  I get  as  near 
the  enemy  as  possible,  giving  you  all  information  as  to  their  move- 
ments and  as  to  the  character  of  the  country. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTO^^^, 

Lieutenant-  General, 


South  Moccasin,  March  23,  1865—12.45  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Commanding : 

General  : I forward  a dispatch  from  Ashby,  one  of  my  best  scouts. 
He  is  very  accurate  in  his  information.  I shall  press  and  follow  the 
enemy  up. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTO^^, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

March  23, 1865—12  m. 

Col.  G.  J.  Wright, 

Commanding  Young’’ s Brigade  : 

Colonel  : I have  just  taken  three  more  prisoners  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps,  which,  they  say,  is  certainly  moving  toward  Goldsborough.  I 
presume  the  force  on  your  front  to  be  simply  a strong  picket  protecting 
their  flank.  I am  satisfied  my  report  this  morning  was  correct.  Your 
advance  is  now  very  near  the  flank  of  the  enemy^s  marching  column.  I 
have  not  seen  General  Logan’s  scouts  since  8 a.  m.,  but  hear  they  are 
on  my  left,  looking  east.  I will  go  down  and  report  when  I learn  some- 
thing which  may  be  of  imjiortance. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ; 

W.  L.  ASHBY. 


Headquarters, 

Moccasin  Creeh,  March  23,  1865 — 8,30  p,  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding : 

General:  I inclose  a dispatch  from  General  Wheeler  and  one  from 
Ashby.*  This  afternoon  I pressed  up  nearly  to  the  road  from  Cox’s 
Bridge  to  Goldsborough,  and  found  everything  going  to  the  latter  place. 
We  have  captured  about  seventy-five-prisoners  in  all,  and  they  concur  in 
stating  that  their  army  is  going  to  Goldsborough.  I shall  press  down 
to-morrow.  Can  it  be  possible  that  Sheridan  is  bringing  his  cavalry 
here'^  He  was  said  to  have  had  6,000  at  Charlottesville.  If  he  does 
come  General  Lee  should  send  some  more  to  us.  He  has  about  5,000 
on  the  right  of  his  army.  W e should  also  have  authority  to  press  horses, 
as  many  of  Butler’s  men  are  still  dismounted.  We  need  500  saddles 
and  bridles  also. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


^For  Wheeler’s  dispatch,  see  5.10  p.  m.,  p.  1459]  Ashby’s  not  found. 
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Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  23^  1865 — 11,40  a.  m, 

GeneralJ.  E.  Johnston: 

General:  A prisoner  just  sent  to  the  rear  states,  that  he  belongs  to 
the  Fourteenth  Corps;  that  yesterday  morning  they  marched  over  our 
works,  and  finding  our  troops  gone,  moved  in  the  direction  of  Golds- 
borough,  and  that  the  Twentieth  Corps  went  with  the  Fourteenth.  He 
states  that  parts  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  are  camped 
on  the  Bentonville  and  Goldsborough  road  on  the  southwest  side  of 
Neuse  Eiver  and  about  three  miles  from  that  river.  He  says  that  he 
saw  yesterday  men  belonging  to  Terry’s  trooijs,  and  understood  that 
Schofield  was  near  Goldsborough.  He  says  the  understanding  was 
they  would  stop  and  get  up  supplies  before  moving  forward  in  force. 
A courier  just  reports  that  some  of  the  enemy  have  crossed  Moccasin 
Creek,  moving  toward  Smithfield.  I will  soon  ascertain  all  about  it. 
Colonel  Ashby  was  sent  to  Moccasin  Creek  early  this  morning. 
Kespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEK, 

Major-  General, 


On  Eiver  Eoad, 

One  Mile  and  a half  from  Cox’s  Bridge^  March  23,  1865 — 2 p,  m, 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler: 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  10.20  a.  m.,  and  to  inform  you  of  our  position,  which  is 
nearly  two  miles  in  advance  of  Moccasin  Swamp.  The  enemy  is  mov- 
ing down  toward  Goldsborough.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  commenced 
crossing  at  Cox’s  Bridge  on  pontoons  this  morning,  and  is  now  skir- 
mishing on  our  front.  General  Hampton  desires  you  to  occupy  the  road 
you  are  on,  and.one  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad,  which  leads  from 
Ealeigh  to  Goldsborough,  and  which  road  is  now  occupied  by  Colonel 
Lipscomb,  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry,  who  will  be  ordered  to 
report  here  when  relieved  bj^  your  troops.  He  desires  you  to  press 
down  these  roads,  get  as  near  the  enemy  as  you  can,  and  endeavor  by 
scouts,  &c.,  to  gain  all  the  information  of  his  movements  possible. 
Endeavor  to  connect,  by  scouts  or  otherwise,  with  Law,  on  the  river 
road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  23,  1865—2.40  p.  m. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston: 

General  : I have  moved  to  within  one  mile  and  a half  of  Moccasin 
Creek,  and  have  sent  out  scouts  [to  watchj  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
some  of  which  have  gone  to  the  north  and  northeast  of  Goldsborough 
to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  are  moving  in  those  directions.  Colonel 
Ashby  is  on  Moccasin  Creek  with  his  command.  I shall  remain  at  this 
point  till  I get  further  information. 

Eespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE, 

Major-  General. 
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Atkinson^s  House,  March  23^  1865 — 5 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wheeler,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General  : General  Hampton  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  dispatch  of  2.40  p.  m.,  and  to  inform  you  that  his  headquarters 
will  be  at  this  house,  which  is  on  the  river  road,  about  half  a mile  above 
Moccasin  Swamp.  He  desires  you  to-morrow  morning  to  get  on  the 
left  flank  and  front  of  the  enemy,  who  is  moving  toward  Goldsborough, 
and  to  forward  all  information  of  the  enemy’s  movements  direct  to  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  at  or  near  Smithfield,  as  well  as  to  General  Hampton, 
who  will  be  upon  this  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  McClellan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps, 

March  23,  1865 — 5.10  p.  m. 
General  J.  E.  Johnston,  Commanding,  &c.: 

General  : Captain  Shannon  has  just  sent  in  some  twenty-five  prison- 
ers. Some  belonging  to  the  Seventeenth  Corps  state  that  they  were 
marching  from  Cox’s  Bridge  this  morning  toward  Goldsborough,  and 
that  the  understanding  was  they  would  stay  in  Goldsborough  one  month. 
One  of  the  prisoners  belongs  to  Terry’s  Twenty-fourth  Corps.  He  states 
that  General  Terry  is  commanding  his  own  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Corps. 
He  also  says  General  Sheridan  was  at  General  Sherman’s  headquarters 
this  morning,  and  would  have  his  cavalry  command  in  three  days. 

Kespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHEELEE. 

N.  B. — Prisoners  say  they  understood  that  Sheridan  would  advance 
with  the  cavalry  at  once. 


March  23,  1865 — 9 a.  m. 

Colonel  Smith,  Commanding  Brigade : 

Colonel:  Scouts  from  my  detachment  just  returned  report  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  crossing  at  Cox’s  Bridge  (nine  miles  below  here)  last 
night  and  this  a.  m.  Those  that  crossed  last  night  moved  toward 
Goldsborough.  AVhen  scout  left  there  was  a column  marching  out  from 
river.  Had  not  reached  this  road.  Not  advised  whether  the}"  turned 
up  or  down  tlie  river. 

Very  resi)ectfully. 

WM.  BLACK, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Detachment. 


Near  Moccasin  Eun, 

March  23,  1865—9.15  a.  m. 

[Major  McClellan:] 

Major:  The  head  of  my  column  is  at  Moccasin  Eun.  1 have  scout- 
ing parties  on  the  right  to  the  Neuse,  examining  the  roads  and  cross- 
ings of  the  river,  and  on  the  left  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with 
Colonel  Lipscomb,  who  I learn  is  on  the  middle  or  stage  road,  four  miles 
to  the  left  of  this.  My  scouts  met  a small  force  of  enemy,  whom 
they  think  belonged  to  Schofield,  near  Mr.  William  Atkinson’s,  several 
miles  this  side  of  Cox’s  Bridge.  Part  of  Sherman’s  force  encamped  last 
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night  beyond  the  river  (west)  near  Cox’s  Bridge.  I will  move  on,  report- 
ing from  time  to  time.  There  are  two  roads  to  the  left  of  this,  both 
leading  from  Goldsborough  to  Ealeigh,  one  near  railroad,  the  other 
north  of  it. 

Eespectfnlly, 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Brigadier-  General, 

I have  just  heard  from  the  scouts  ahead.  They  have  captured  four 
prisoners  from  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  who  say  that  they  had  orders  to 
go  to  Goldsborough,  and  the  foragers  have  gone  in  that  direction. 
They  report  the  Twenty-third,  Twenty-fourth,  and  Twenty-fifth  (black) 
Corps  on  this  side  of  the  Neuse,  but  none  moving  this  way.  The  other 
corps  seem  to  be  crossing  and  going  down.  Can  Sherman  be  making 
for  Petersburg  and  Weldon? 

E.  M.  LAW, 
Brigadier- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Eichmondj  Va.,  March  23,  1865. 
General  M.  L.  Bonham,  Columoia,  S.  C. : 

General:  You  have  been  appointed  and  confirmed  brigadier-gen- 
eral. Brigade  composed  of  Colcock’s,  Black’s,  Lipscomb’s  regiments. 
Eeport  to  General  Johnston. 

SAMUEL  W.  MELTOE^, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Beturn  of  effective  strength,  ^c.,  of  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  army  March  23,  1865. 


Army  of  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart 
commanding : 

L<»e’s  corps 

Cheatham’s  corps 

Stewart’s  corps 

Total  army 

Hardee’s  corps,  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee  com- 
manding : 

McLaws’  division 

Taliaferro’s  division 

Total  corps 

Troops  Department  of  North  Carolina,  General 
Braxton  Bragg  commanding: 

Hoke’s  division 

Recapitulation : 

Army  of  Tennessee 

Hardee’s  corps 

Troops  Department  of  North  Carolina 

Grand  total 


Effective  total. 

Total  present. 

Aggregate  present. 

2,  340 
2,005 
723 

3, 211 
2,602 
1,131 

1 

3,583  “ 
2, 927 
1,256 

5,  068 

6,944 

7,  766 

3, 002 
1,  695 

3,  526 
1.  802 

4,007 

1,909 

4,697 

5,  328 

5,  916 

3,  598 

4,339 

4,831 

5,  068 
4,697 
3,598 

6,  944 
5, 328 
4,  339 

7,  766 
5,916 

4,  831 

13,  363 

16,611 

18,513 

Remarks. 


Effective  total 
artillery,  106. 


Elfective  total 
artillery,  657. 


AKCHER  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Field  return  of  Conner’s  brigade  March  23,  1865, 


Commands. 

Effective  total. 

Present. 

o 

H 

A-ggregate. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Field  staff  

6 

12 

2d  South  Carolina  Regiment 

131 

184 

207 

499 

3d  South  Carolina  Regiment 

191 

247 

265 

544 

7th  South  Carolina  Regiment 

200 

222 

241 

555 

8th  South  Carolina  Regiment 

52 

54 

61 

360 

15th  South  Carolina  Regiment 

162 

174 

193 

580 

20th  South  Carolina  Regiment 

216 

243 

270 

1,  096 

3d  South  Carolina  Battalion 

113 

129 

136 

296 

Total 

1,065 

1,253 

1,  379 

3,  942 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Eock  Creek,  March  ^5, 1865. 


JNO.  D.  KENNEDY, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Field  return  of  Harrison’s  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  George  P.  Harrison,  jr. 


Command. 

Commander. 

Total  present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present 
for  duty. 

Total  present. 

Aggregate  present. 

5th  Georgia  Regiment 

32d  Georgia  Regiment 

47th  Georgia  Regiment 

Grand  total 

Col.  C.  P.  Daniel  . . 

Lient.  Col.  E.  H.  Bacon 

Capt.  E.  W.  Hazzard 

159 

411 

120 

177 

435 

138 

256 

554 

160 

282 

583 

177 

690 

750 

970 

1,042 

March  23,  1865. 


GEO.  P.  HAEEISON,  Jr., 

Colonel,,  Commanding. 


Field  report  of  General  Blanchard’s  brigade  March  23,  1865. 


Effective. 

Total. 

Aggregate. 

General  and  staff 

12 

103 

54 

126 

48 

12 

106 

91 

152 

52 

16 

121 

110 

167 

66 

First  battalion - 

Second  battalion 

Sixth  battalion 

Seventh  battalion 

Grand  total 

343 

413 

480 

ALBEET  G.  BLANCHAED, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Seventh  Brigade. 

Camp  near  Smithfield,  March  23^  1865. 
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Ahstract  from  field  return  of  Stevenson’ s division,  Lee’s  corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 
Maj.  Gen.  Carter  L.  Stevenson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  March  2S,  1865. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

33 

(13 

O 

s 

Major-general  and  staff  a 

8 

54 

78 

38 

8 

690 

762 

425 

6 

11 
3,111 
3, 637 
1,  860 
6 

Pettus’  brigade  

473 

502 

222 

6 

453 

468 

213 

6 

Palmer’s  brigade 

Cumming’s  brigade 

Conner’s  brigade 

Total  division 

178 

1,203 

1,140 

1,891  8,625 

a Capt.  A.  S.  Gaines,  engineer  officer,  detached  hy  order  from  army  headquarters,  is  now  on  duty  in 
Mississippi.  No  report  received  since  J anuary  28, 1865. 


C.  L.  STEVENSON, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Field  return  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  for  March  2S,  1865. (a) 


Brigades. 

Efficient  for  duty. 

Non-efficient. 

Total  present. 

Sick. 

In  arrest. 

Extra  duty. 

Officers. 

Non-commis- 
sioned staff*. 

Musicians. 

Arms-bearing 

men. 

Ambulance 

corps. 

1 Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Aggregate. 

Kirkland’s 

74 

9 

29 

809 

29 

8 

56 

2 

35 

84 

967 

1, 051 

Colquitt’s 

94 

15 

18 

766 

57 

4 

55 

3 

2 

5 

53 

106 

966 

1,072 

Hagood’s  

61 

12 

3 

621 

32 

4 

108 

3 

1 

59 

69 

835 

904 

GliugmaTi’a  

44 

13 

6 

455 

36 

3 

37 

1 

2 

12 

49 

560 

609 

Nethercutt’s 

84 

5 

1 

947 

29 

10 



i 

19 

84 

1,011 

1, 195 

Total 

357 

1 54 

57 

3,598 

183 

19 

266 

8 

3 

8 

178 

392 

4,339 

4,  831 

Light  artillery.  ..... 

34 

96 

6 

657 

! 

21 

2 

20 

36 

800 

836 

! 

a Junior  Reserves  [and]  the  Sixty-seventh  and  Sixty-eighth  North  Carolina  Regiments  are  marching 
to  join  General  Hoke,  and  no  report  is  yet  received  from  them.  Neither  has  a report  been  received 
from  the  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 


Eespectfully  submitted. 


BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Near  I8mithjield,  March  23j  1865. 


ALTERNATE  DESIGNATIONS 


OF 


ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS  VOLUME/ 


Abell’s  (Henry  F.)  Artillery.  See  Milton  Artillery,  post,  Battery  B. 

Adams’ Battalion.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Major  Adams. 
Aiken’s  (Hugh  K.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Allen’s  Company.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Captain  Allen. 
Allen’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  17th  Eegiment. 

Allen’s  (Richard  J.)  Infantry.  See  Noi'th  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Ames’  (JohuW.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  6th  Regiment. 

Ames’  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Anderson’s  (Edward  C.,  jr.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  7ih  Regiment. 
Anderson’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi- 
ment, Junior  Reserves. 

Anderson’s  (Paul  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Baxter  Smith’s  Cavahy,  post. 

Anderson’s  (Ruel  Wooten)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Ashbury’s  (John  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Ashby’s  (Henry  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Atwell’s  (Seager  S.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Atwill’s  (James  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Austin’s  (John  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 
Avent’s  (George  E.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Bachman’s  (Amos  W.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  303d  Regiment. 
Bachman’s  (William  K.)  Artillery.  See  German  Artillery,  post. 

Bacon’s  (E.  H.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Badham’s  (William,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Bat- 
talion, Battery  B. 

Bailey’s  (Lyman)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  15th  Battery. 

Baird’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  33d  Regiment. 

Barclay’s  (Hugh  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Barney’s  (Albert  M.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 

Barnum’s  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Barnwell’s  (A.  Smith)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Bartholomew’s  (Walter  G.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 
Barton’s  (D.  R.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  14th  Regiment,  Militia. 
Beach’s  (Benjamin)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Beaufort  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Bennett’s  (Augustus  G.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  31st  Regiment. 
Berry’s  (.James  W.)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Bird’s  (Edward)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Bishop’s  (Judson  W.)  Infantry.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Bizzell’s  (D.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Black’s  (John  L.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Blackwell’s  (William  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Arkansas  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 


*Keferences,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  to  index  following. 
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Blake’s  (Francis  D.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Itegiment, 
Battery  A. 

Blakey’s  (David  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 
Blanding’s  (Ormsby)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Blau’s  (Gustav)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 

Blount’s  (John  M.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Battery  K. 

Boag’s  (Theodore  G.)  Artillery.  See  Gist  Guard,  Artillery,  post. 

Bond’s  (Emery  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  112tli  Regiment. 

Bowden’s  (Doil  R.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  18 th  Regiment. 

Boyles’  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  56th  Regiment. 
Bradley’s  (William  E.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Brady’s  (Thomas  J ) Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  140th  Regiment. 

Brazie’s  (William  R.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  5th  Regiment. 
Breckinridge’s  (William  C.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  9th 
Regiment. 

Bridgeford’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 
Broadfoot’s  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st 
Regiment,  Junior  Reserves. 

Bromley’s  (AV.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Battalion. 
Brooks’  (John  AV.)  Artillery.  See  Terrell  Artillery,  post. 

Brown’s  (Angus  P.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Brown’s  (Barton  R.)  Cavalry,  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
Brown’s  (Joliu  E.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  42d  Regiment. 
Brown’s  (Philip  P.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  157th  Regiment. 

Bruton’s  (T.  J.)  Artillery.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  T.  J.  Bruton, 
Burkhardt’s  (Christian)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  29th  Regiment. 
Burr’s  (J.  G.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment,  Home 
Guards. 

Butler’s  (AVilliam)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Butterfield’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  91st  Regiment. 

Butts’  (Frank  A.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Caldwell’s  (.John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 
Callahan’s  (Charles  M.)  Artillery.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery H. 

Caminade’s  (H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Local  Defense  (Rains'). 
Camp’s  (William  S.)  Artillery.  See  New  Yot'k  Troops,  24th  Battery. 

Campbell’s  (Charles  G.)  Siege  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Capers’  (F.  W.)  Cadets.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  F.  IT.  Capers. 
Carew’s  (John  E.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  18th  Regiment,  Militia. 
Carpenter’s  (John  N.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 
Carroll’s  (John  J.)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Charles’  (AVilliam  E.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment, 
Battery  D. 

Chatfield’s  (Harvey  S.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Chatham  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Chesnut’s  (John)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Chesterfield  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Che.stnut  Light  Artillery.  See  Palmettv  Artillery,  post.  Battery  F. 

Chisolm’s  (R.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate. 

Citadel  Cadets,  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Claassen’s  (Peter  J.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  99th  and  132d  Regiments. 
Clark’s  (Jeremiah  S.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  G. 
Clayton’s  (AA’illiam  Z.)  Artillery.  See  Minnesota  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Clemons’  (J.  J.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Local  Defense  [Rains'). 
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Clinch’s  (Duncan  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  TroojJS,  4th  Regiment. 

Coast  Guard,  Cavalry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cobb  Guards,  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Cogdell’s  (Daniel)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Batteries  B,  G,  and  H. 

Colcock’s  (Charles  J.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Commissary  Battalion,  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate. 

Conahan’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Connor’s  (Bryan)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Cook’s  (F.  W.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  23d  Battalion , State  Guard. 

Cook’s  (Gustave)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Cooley’s  (Alfred)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  156th  Regiment. 

Cooper’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Cross’  Company.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See Cross. 

Cumming’s  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  Reserves. 
Cummings’  (Emory)  Cavalry.  See  New  York  Troops,  23d  Battalion. 

Daniel’s  (Charles  P.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Daniell’s  (Charles)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Darden’s  (Alfred  M.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Bat- 
talion, Battery  C. 

Darling’s  (Moses  O.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery D. 

Davis’  (R.  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  24th  Battalion. 

Day’s  (Samuel  C.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Dearing’s  Artillery.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See Bearing. 

De  Gress’  (Francis)  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 
Denny’s  (John  P.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

De  Pass’  (W.  L.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  G. 

De  Rosset’s  (Armand  L.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Bat- 
talion, Local  Defense. 

Dibrell’s  (George  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dickson’s  (Henry)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Battalion, 
Battery  E. 

Dobbs’  (S.  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Dodge’s  (Rowland  L.)  Artillery.*  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Donnellau’s  (John  W. ) Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  27th  Regiment. 
Downer’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  117th  Regiment. 

Duncan’s  (William)  Cavalry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Dunham’s  (Joseph  L.)  Artillery.  See  Milton  Artillery,  post.  Battery  A. 

Earle’s  (A.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  19th  Battalion. 

Earle’s  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  A. 

Echols  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Elgin  Artillery.  See  Illinois  Troops. 

Ellis’  (Andrew  J.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Battery  A. 

Ellis’  (Thomas  M.)  Artillery.  See  J.  H.  Wiggins’  Artillery,  post. 

Erwin’s  (Joseph)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Evans’  (Richard  W.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi- 
ment, Battery  F. 

Evans’  (William  A.)  Artillery.  See  Chesterfield  Artillery,  ante. 

Everett’s  (Benjamin  F.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Regiment, 
Battery  A. 

Fair’s  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  19th  Battalion. 

Fairleigh’s  (Thomas  B.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  26th  Regiment. 
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Fox’s  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  55th  Regiment,  Colored. 
Frankie’s  (Jones)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Frederick’s  (A.  J. ) Militia.  ( Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  A.  J.  Frederick. 
French’s  (William  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi- 
ment, Junior  Reserves. 

Furman  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  A. 

Gage’s  (Joseph  S.)  Infantry.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  29th'Regiment. 

Gaillard’s  (Christopher)  Artillery.  See  Santee  Artillery,  post. 

Gamble’s  (Robert  H.)  Artillery.  See  Leon  Artillery,  post. 

Gantt’s  (F.  Hay)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

German  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

German  Artillery  Battalion.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Girardey’s  (Camille  E.)  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery,  post. 

Gist  Guard,  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Goff’s  (Nathan,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  37th  Regiment. 
Goodwyn’s  (A.  D.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  Regiments, 
Militia. 

Graham’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Graham’s  (Harvey)  Infantry.  See  loica  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Graham’s  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Gray’s  (Patrick)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Grice’s  (Lemuel  A.)  Infantry.  See  J.  W.  Ward’s  Reserves,  post. 

Griffin’s  (J.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Militia. 

Griffith’s  (Jacob  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 
Guerard’s  (John  M.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Hamilton’s  (Oliver  P.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hammond’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  65ih  Regiment. 

Hamner’s  (William  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Lsland  Troops,  3d  Regiment, 
Battery  A. 

Hanleiter’s  (Cornelius  R.)  Artillery.  See  Jo.  Thompson  Artillery,  post. 

Hannon’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regiment. 
Harrington’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Harris’  (Sampson  W.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  Gih  Regiment. 

Harrison’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Hart’s  (James  F.)  Artillery.  See  Washington  Artillery,  post. 

Hart’s  (John  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Hartwell’s  (Alfred  S.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  55th  Regiment,  Colored. 
Harvey’s  (Alonzo  D.)  Artillery.  See  Lndiana  Troops,  15th  Battery. 

Haughton’s  (Nathaniel)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Hazzard’s  (Elliott  W.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  41ih  Regiment. 

Hennessy’s  (John  A.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 
Heyward’s  (D.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Heyward’s  (George  C.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Hibbets’  (Jefferson  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Hickey’s  (James  T.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  ISlst  Regiment. 

Hilliard’s  (Van  Rensselaer  K.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 
Hinds’  (Jerome  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Hoge’s  (George  W.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  183d  Regiment. 

Holland’s  (William  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate, 
3d  Regiment. 

Holmes’  Company.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See Holmes. 

Hood’s  (Arthur)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  29th  Battalion. 

Hooks’  (Boaz  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  2'roops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Senior  Reserves. 

Hooks’  (Robert  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Texas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 
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Houstoun’s  (Patrick)  Artillery.  See  Kilcrease  Artillery,  post. 

Howard’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Hufty’s  (Samuel)  Infantry.  See  New  Jersey  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Huggins’  (Almaria  L.)  Ai'tillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hughes’  (Samuel  T.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Huguenin’s  (Thomas  A.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Hurlbut’s  (George  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Huwald’s  (Gustave  A.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ilsley’s  (Edwin)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Inge’s  (William  M.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Inglis  Light  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment  {Heavy),  Battery  D. 
Jaques’  (Samuel  R.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Battalion  {Columhus) . 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Jewell’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 
Johnson’s  (Nathan  J.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  115th  Regiment. 

Johnson’s  (Richard)  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Jones’  (Enoch)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Jones’  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  174th  Regiment. 

Jordan’s  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  104th  Regiment. 

Jo.  Thompson  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Kanapaux’s  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  post.  Battery  D. 
Kanapaux’s  (J.  T.)  Artillery.  See  Lafayette  Artillery,  post. 

Kay’s  (James  D.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Battalion,  Reserves. 
Keith’s  (Charles  A.)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Kelly’s  (James  I.)  Artillery.  See  Chesterfeld  Artillery,  ante. 

Kerwin’s  (Michael)  Cavalry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Kilcrease  Artillery.  See  Floj'ida  Troops,  Confederate. 

King’s  (James  R.)  Cavalry.  See  Roswell  Battalion,  Cavalry,  post. 

King’s  (John  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Company. 

Kirk’s  (M.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  19th  Battalion. 

Kirkland’s  (George  H.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Kirkpatrick’s  (M.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  51st  Regiment, 
Klein’s  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Knap’s  (Joseph  M.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Knerr’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  76th  Regiment. 

Kovacs’  (Stephen)  Infantry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  54th  Regiment. 

Kuhn’s  (John  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Henry  M.  Ashby's  Cavalry,  ante. 

Lafayette  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Laing’s  (John  K.)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Lee’s  (Edgar)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  101st  Regiment. 

Lee’s  (Edgar  J.)  Artillery.  See  Montgomery  True  Blues,  Artillery,  post. 

Lee’s  (Philip)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Lee’s  (Richard  H.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Battery. 

Lee’s  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  Conncctieut  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Le  Gardeur’s  (G.,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Orleans  Guard,  Artillery , post.  Battery  A. 
Lehmann’s  (Theodore  F.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 

Leon  Artillery.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lewis’  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  176th  Regiment. 

Lewis’  (James)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  144th  Regiment. 

Lewis’  (James  II.)  Cavalry.  See  James  T.  Wheeler’s  Cavalry , post. 

Lewis’  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regimen^ 
( Woodward’s). 

Lillard’s  (W.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  George  W.  McKenzie's  Cavalry,  post. 

Lipscomb’s  (Thomas  J.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Looney’s  (George  C.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
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Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lowry’s  (A.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment, 

Lucas’  (J.  Jonathan)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  15th  Battalion. 
Ludwick’s  (Ephraim  A.)  Infantry.  See  New  YorTc  Troops,  112th  Regiment. 

Lusk’s  (L.  W.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

McCarthey’s  (Charles)  Infantry.  See  Neio  York  Troops,  175th  Regiment. 
McChesney’s  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
McCord’s  (Henry  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  lllth  Regiment. 

McDaniel’s  (John  R.)  Artillery.  See  J.  H.  Wiggins^  Artillery,  post. 

McDougald’s  (W.  J.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Macfie’s  (James  P.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

McGregor’s  (C.E.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  5th  Regiment,  Reserves. 
McKenzie’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

McKoy’s  (Almond  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regi- 
ment, Reserves. 

McLane’s  (James  J.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
McLemore’s  (William  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Manigault’s  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  19th  Regiment,  Militia. 

Marion  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Markey’s  (F.  L.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Local  Defense  (Rains’). 
Marple’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  34th  Regiment. 
Martin’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 
Mathewes’  (J.  Raven)  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Maxwell’s  (J.  A.)  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Maynard’s  (Edward;  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Melchers’  (F.)  Artillery.  See  German  Artillery  Battalion,  ante.  Battery  B. 

Mercer  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Mesereau’s  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Meulen’s  (Emelins  de)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment, 
Battery  K. 

Milholland’s  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Millard’s  (David  T.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion, 
Junior  Reserves. 

Milton  Artillery.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate. 

Montgomery’s  (John  G.  M.)  Cavalry.  See  George  W.  McKenzie’s  Cavalry,  ante. 
Montgomery  True  Blues,  Artillery.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Moore’s  (J.L.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Reserves. 

Moore’s  (Orlando  H.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Moore’s  (William  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regi- 
ment, Colored. 

Moreland’s  (M.  D.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Morris’  (Daniel)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  63d  Regiment. 

Moseley’s  (Abner  A.)  Artillery.  See  Sampson  Artillery,  jiost. 

Muldrow’s  (Henry  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 
Munnerlyn’s  (Charles  J.)  Cavalry.  See  Commissary  Battalion,  ante. 

Myers’  (James  H.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  23d  Battery. 

Myrick’s  (.John  R.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battet'y  F. 
Neal’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Neely’s  (James  J.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Reserves  (Fannin’s). 
Neff’s  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  124th  Regiment. 

Nethercutt’s  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  66th  Regi- 
ment. 

Nicholson’s  (Edward  W.)  Artillery.  See  Indiana  Troops,  22d  Battery. 

Noble’s  (Joseph)  Infantry.  See  Maine  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

North  Carolina  First  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  35th  Regiment. 
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See  North  Carolina  Troops.  Confederate,  Begi~ 

See  North  Carolina  Troojjs,  Confederate,  3d  Kegi- 

See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  30th  Regiment. 

See  New  York  Troops,  loth  Regiment. 


North  Carolina  Second  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  36th  Regiment. 
North  Carolina  10th  Regiment.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi- 
ment, Artillery. 

North  Carolina  36th  Regiment. 

ment.  Heavy  'Artillery. 

North  Carolina  40th  Regiment. 

ment,  Heavy  Artillery. 

Oakman’s  (Hiram  A.)  Infantry. 

O^Keefe's  (Keefe  S.)  Engineers. 

Orleans  Guard,  Artillery.  See  Louisiana  Troops,  Confederate. 

Owen’s  (Alfred  D.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

Packard’s  (Jasper)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  ISSth  Regiment. 

Paddock’s  (Byron  D.)  Artillery.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Palmetto  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Paris’  (Andrew  B.)  Artillery.  See  Staunton  Hill  Artillery,  post. 

Parker’s  (Edward  L.)  Artillery.  See  Marion  Artillery,  ante. 

Parker’s  (Frank  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Parker’s  (Niles  G.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  33d  Regiment. 

Parrish’s  (Charles  S.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  130th  Regiment. 

Pee  Dee  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Peeples’  (W.  B.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Pendleton’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regime^it,  Local  Defense 
(Rains’). 

Perrin’s  (Hector)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Pettit’s  (George  F.)  Infantry,  ^ee  Minnesota  Troops,  8th  Eegiment. 

Pickands’  (Henry  S.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 

Place’s  (James  E.)  Engineers.  See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Pointer’s  (Marcellus)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regiment. 
Polk’s  (John  R.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Pope’s  (George)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  54th  Regiment,  Colored. 
Powell’s  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  10th  Regmient. 
Prather’s  (Allen  W.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  120th  Regiment. 

Prather’s  (John  S.)  Cavalry.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  8th  Regiment. 
Pride’s  (William  G.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Bat- 
teries B,  G,  and  L. 

Prince’s  (Frederick  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 
Proudfit’s  (James  K.)  Infantry.  See  Wisconsin  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Pruden’s  (W.  H.)  Artillery.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  W.  H.  Pruden. 
Quinn’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Quirk’s  Engineers.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See Quirk. 

Ramsey’s  (D.  Breck)  Artillery.  See  Gustave  A.  Huwald’s  Artillery,  ante. 
Randlett’s  (James  F.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Rannels’  (William  J.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  75th  Regiment. 

Ransom’s  (Alfred)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  23d  Battery. 

Raymond’s  (John  W.)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Reed’s  (Cecil  C.)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 

Revere’s  (William  H.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  107th  Regiment. 
Rice’s  (P.  H.)  Cavalry.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment. 

Rich’s  (Giles  H.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  1st  Regiment. 

Richardson’s  (C.  B.)  Artillery.  See  J.  A.  Maxwell’s  Artillery,  ante. 

Rickenbaker’s  (Medicus)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment, 
Battery  C. 

Rion’s  (James  H.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  7th  Battalion. 

Robins’  (Josiah)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate,  3a  Eegiment. 

Rogers’  (George)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  4th  Regiment. 
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Rollins^  (Augustus  W.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
Roswell  Battalion,  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  Local  Defense. 

Rousseau’s  (Laurence  H.)  Infantry.  See  Eentuchy  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 

Rowley’s  Company.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See Rowley. 

Rundell’s  (Frank)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

Sampson  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Santee  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Savage’s  (Janies  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Schulz’s  (Frederick  C.)  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  ante,  Battery  F. 

Scott’s  (George  W.)  Cavalry.  See  Florida  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Battalion, 
Setzler’s  (Philip)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Sharp’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  21st  Regiment. 

Shaw’s  (Joseph)  Cavalry.  See  Oliver  P.  Hamilton's  Cavalry,  ante. 

Shaw’s  (William)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Battery  K. 

Shober’s  (Charles  E.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regi- 
ment, Reserves. 

Simonton’s  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Sims’  (Richard)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  12th  Regiment  (State). 

Sims’  (W.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  2Sd  Battalion,  State  Guard. 
Sincerbox’s  (Henry  H.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  128th  Regiment. 

Sloan’s  (Thomas  S.)  Artillery.  See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  E. 

Slosson’s  (Henry  V.)  Engineers.  See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Smart’s  (H.  C.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Baxter)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Smith’s  (C.  Shaler)  Infantry,  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Local  Defense 
(Rains’). 

Smith’s  (Edwin  R.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  169th  Regiment. 

Smith’s  (Eliphas)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  56th  Regiment. 

Smythe’s  (Frank)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Local  Defense  (Rains’). 
South  Carolina  Siege  Train,  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  18th 
Battalion. 

South  Carolina  State  Cadets.  See  Citadel  Cadets,  Lnfantry,  ante. 

Southerland’s  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st 
Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Sowers’  (Edgar)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  118th  Regiment. 

Spann’s  (John  J.)  Cavalry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
Spaulding’s  (Oliver  L.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Spencer’s  (George  E.)  Cavalry.  See  Alabama  Troops,  Union,  Isi  Regiment. 
Splaine’s  (Henry)  Infantry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Sprague’s  (Augustus  B.  R.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regi- 
ment. 

Stafford’s  (Joab  A.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  178th  Regiment. 

Starr’s  (Joseph  B.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Bat- 
talion. 

Staunton  Hill  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stearn.s’  (OzoraP.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  39th  Regiment. 

Steele’s  (J.  J.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  19th  Battalion. 

Steele’s  (Thomas,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Stevens’  (Benjamin)  Cavalry.  See  Mississippi  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Stewart’s  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Stewart’s  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  Lllinois  Troops,  65th  Regiment. 

Stono  Scouts,  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Strange’s  (James  W.)  Company.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confcdei ate,  2d  Bat- 
talion, Local  Defense. 
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Stuart’s  (H.  M.)  Artillery.  See  Beaufort  Artillery,  ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  First  [Sixth]  Cavalry.  See  James  T.  Wheeler's  Cavalry, 
post. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Second  Cavalry.  See  Henry  M.  Ashby's  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fourth  Cavalry.  See  William  S.  McLemore's  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fourth  [Eighth]  Cavalry.  See  Baxter  Smith's  Cavalry, 
ante. 

Tennessee  (Confederate)  Fifth  Cavalry.  See  George  W.  McKenzie's  Cavalry,  ante. 
Tennessee  (Confederate)  Eighth  [Thirteenth]  Cavalry.  See  George  G.  Dibrell’s 
Cavalry,  ante. 

Terrell  Artillery.  See  Georgia  Troops. 

Tew’s  (George  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Thompson’s  (J.  C.)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Thompson’s  (Robert)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Tileston’s  (Thomas)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  131st  Regiment. 

Tilghman’s  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  3d  Regiment. 
Tiller’s  (John  H.)  Artillery.  See  Echols  Artillery,  ante. 

Titus’  (Edgar  H.)  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Tolman’s  (Flavel  L.)  Infantry.  See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  14lh  Regiment. 
Trezevant’s  (.James  D.)  Cavalry.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Tucker’s  (Julius  G.)  Infantry.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Battalion  {For- 
eign). 

Tapper’s  (Samuel  Y.)  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Militia, 
Tupper’s  Battery. 

Tweeddale’s  (William)  Engineers.  See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 
Upham’s  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Vason’s  (W.  Q.)  Cavalry.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  10th  Regiment. 
Villepigue’s  (F.  L.)  Artillery.  See  Kilcrease  Artillery,  ante. 

Vought’s  (Philip  G.)  Cavalry.  See  Neiv  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Waccamaw  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Wagener’s  (F.  W.)  Artillery.  See  German  Artillery  Battalion,  ante,  Battery  A. 
Wagner  Light  Artillery.  See  Palmetto  Artillery,  ante.  Battery  D. 

Walpole’s  (John  B.  L.)  Cavalry.  See  Stono  Scouts,  Cavalry,  ante. 

Walter’s  (George  H.)  Artillery.  See  Washington  Artillery , post. 

Waltermire’s  (William)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  159th  Regiment. 

Walters’  (Dewitt  C.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  123d  Regiment. 

Ward’s  (J.  W.)  Reserves.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Ward’s  (Mayham)  Artillery.  See  Waccamaw  Artillery,  ante. 

Warner’s  (Willard)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  180th  Regiment. 

Washington  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Watts’  (George  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Webb’s  (Lewis  H.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Battalion, 
Battery  A. 

Webster’s  (Moses  F.)  Cavalry.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Wharton’s  (Rufus  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  67th  Regi- 
ment. 

Wheaton’s  (John  F.)  Artillery.  See  Chatham  Artillery,  ante. 

Wheeler’s  (James  T.)  Cavalry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wheeler’s  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  Michigan  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

White’s  (Benjamin  F.,  jr.)  Artillery.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

White’s  (Edward  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  South  Carolina  Troops,  18th  Battalion. 
White’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  IGth  Regiment. 
Whittington’s  (J.  L.)  Artillery.  See  Benjamin  F.  White,  jr.'s.  Artillery,  ante. 
Wiggins’  (J.  H.)  Artillery.  See  Arkansas  Troops. 

Wilkins’  Cavalry.  (Official  designation  not  of  record.)  See  Captain  Wilkins. 
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Willard’s  (Ammiel  J.)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  35th  Regiment. 
Williams’  (J.T.)  Cavalry,  ^ee  Alabama  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wilson’s  (Bartholomew  W.)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

Wilson’s  (Frank)  Artillery.  See  Ohio  Troops,  19th  Battery. 

Wilson’s  (James)  Infantry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  1st  and  2d  Regiments,  State  Line. 
Winans’  (Ira)  Infantry.  See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  26th  Regiment. 

Winder’s  (John  C.)  Engineers.  See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  2d  Regiment. 
Windsor’s  (John  S.)  Infantry.  See  Illinois  Troops,  llGth  Regiment. 

Witt’s  (Nathaniel)  Infantry.  See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 

Wood’s  (Andrew  M.)  Artillery.  See  Elgin  Artillery,  ante. 

Wright’s  (Edward)  Infantry.  See  Iowa  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Wright’s  (R.  V.)  Cavalry.  See  Oliver  P.  Hamilton's  Cavalry,  ante. 

Yates’  (John  B.)  Engineers.  See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Yellowley’s  (Edward  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  68th 
Regiment. 

York’s  (Robert  P.)  Infantry.  See  New  York  Troops,  75th  Regiment. 

Zent’s  (Samuel  M.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Zimmerman’s  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Pee  Dee  Artillery,  ante. 

Zimmerman’s  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Ohio  Troops,  177th  Regiment. 

Zollinger’s  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.  See  Indiana  Troox)s,  129th  Regiment. 
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Page. 

A.  Baker,  Steamer.  Meutioued 236,  238,  250 

Abandoned  and  Captured  Property.  Action  touching.  Communications 
from 

Hatch,  John  P 737,  777 

Schofield,  John  M 672 

Abbott,  Joseph  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Hawley,  Joseph  R 709,  735 

Sherman,  William  T 735 

Mentioned 510,  524,  561,  624,  636,  657,  696,  926,  947 

Abell,  Henry  F.  Mentioned 992 

Abrams,  J.  C.  Mentioned 1228 

Acheson,  John  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Ahmloui  Baird. 

Achilles,  Tug.  Mentioned 202 

Adams,  John,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Adams,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 1332 

Adams,  Major.  Mentioned 1071 

Adams,  Robert  N. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Cors^ 159,  295,  918 

Mentioned 84, 139, 

147,  309,  321,  333,  346,  362,  379,  389,  407,  408,  421, 478,  504, 515,  541,  549,  550, 
586, 630,  665,  688,  716,  730,  740,  758,  782,  812,  827,  847,  864,  876,  889,  917,  956 

Adams,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 183 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 51,74 

Howard,  Oliver  O 171 

Schofield,  John  M 545,560 

Orders,  General,  series  1865:  No.  12,  179;  No.  18,  342;  No.  24,  512. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865:  No.  33,106;  No.  45,  143;  No.  49,  179;  No. 

51,  194;  No.  64,369;  No.  73,  418;  No.  93,  564. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Patton 1121 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1001,  1002, 1023, 

1031,  1048,  1050,  1091,  1104,  1120,  1156,  1157,  1165,1179,1202,1228,1239 

Bonham,  Milledge  L 1460 

Bragg,  Braxton 1099, 1228, 1241 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1228 

Chesnut,  James,  jr 1328,  1349, 1358 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Chester,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1228 

Cobb,  Howell 1005, 1030 

Davis,  Jefferson 980 

Devereux,  John  G 1147 

Greensborough,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1228 

Hardee,  William  J 417,  980,  985,  988, 

991,  997, 1000,  1001,  1019, 1023, 1026,  1051, 1061,  1078, 1093, 1105, 1122, 1154 

Hill,  Daniel  H 991, 1023 

Hoke,  William  J 1215, 1231 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1228, 1382, 1383, 1453 

J ohnston,  J oseph  E 1247 

Lee,  Robert  E 1019, 1247, 1266 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1223 

Miller,  William 983 

Pemberton,  John  C 1153 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 1174 

Portlock,  E.  E.,  Jr 1203, 1363 

Ripley,* Roswell  S 1030 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton 1211 

Salisbury,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1228 

War  Department,  C.  S 1174 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1102* 

Yorkville,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1228 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865:  No.  2,  985;  No.  4,  991;  No.  5,  998;  No.  8, 

1003;  No.  9, 1006;  No.  10, 1007;  No.  17, 1032;  No.  19, 1040;  No. 

22,  1048;  No.  26,  1073;  No.  32,  1121;  No.  37,  1181;  No.  38, 

1195;  No.  39,  1204;  No.  40,1208;  No.  41,  1216;  No.  42,  1228; 

No.  43,  1239;  No.  44,  1249;  No.  45,  1259;  No.  46,  1267;  No. 

48,  1284;  No.  49,  1291;  No.  51,  1313;  No.  52,  1316;  No.  53, 

1320;  No.  55,  1336;  No.  56,  1347;  No.  58,  1374;  No.  68,  1456. 

Agnew,  C.  R.  Mentioned 927 

Ahem,  Henry.  Mentioned 388 

Aiken,  Hugh  K.  Mentioned 609,  644,  753 

Aiken,  Hugh  K.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 661 

Aiken,  S.  C.  Action  at,  Feb.  11, 1865. 

Communications  from 


Hill,  Daniel  H 1170 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 449 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 1295 

Newspaper  extract  concerning 455 


Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries : Montgomery  True  Blues,  1069, 1155. 
Cavalry— Battalions : 24th,  980, 1072, 1148, 1150-1152 ; Williams’,  1150.  Reg- 
iments: 1st,  352,1071,1275;  2d,  1072;  3d,  352,  1071,  1314,  1418;  7th,  352; 
9th,  12th,  51st,  352,  1071;  53d,  980,  1072,  1148,  1150,  1151;  56th,  1072; 
Moreland’s,  1150. 

Alabama  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 


Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  10,  29,  30,  352,  787. 

Alex.  Speer,  Steamer.  Mentioned 

Alfred.  Mentioned 

Alhambra,  Steamer.  Mentioned 

Allen,  Captain.  Mentioned 

Allen,  Edward  S.  Correspondence  with  Nathaniel  C.  McLean 


237,  238,  246,  250,  257 

105 

317 

....  1100,1105,1123 
357 
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T'aore. 

Allen,  Henry.  Mentioned 627,776 

Allen,  Julian.  Mentioned 168, 169 

Allen,  Richard  J.  Mentioned 625 

Allen,  Robert 

Correspondence  with 

Donaldson,  James  L 224,  227 

Halle ck,  Henry  W 844 

McKim,  William  W 225,227 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 222,  229, 231, 233, 234, 238,  239,  251, 261 

Rasin,  Hanson 225 

Schofield,  John  M 233 

War  Department,  U.  S 1 224 

Wilson,  Joseph  H 226 

Woolfolk,  Austin  C 226 

Mentioned 215, 220-223,  235-237,  241, 243, 248, 249,  844 

Allen,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J 1419, 1420, 1434 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1147 

Robins,  Josiah 1301 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1080, 1096, 1097, 1128, 1219, 1226, 1276, 1287, 1403, 1420 

Mentioned 352,450,671, 

786,  787,  908,  980,  987,  1000,  1004,  1012,  1028,  1071,  1102, 1127, 1147, 1148, 
1157,  1219,  1291,  1327,  1348,  1349,  1403,  1415,  1417,  1429, 1432,  1438, 1452 

Alliance,  Steamer.  Mentioned 214 

Ames,  Adelbert. 

Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M 498,510 

Terry,  Alfred  H 524,536,868,913 

Mentioned .* 403,  426,  470,  482, 493- 

495,  497,  510,  519, 524, 535,  621,  624,  637,  819,  841,  355,  868,  884, 896,  897,  965 

Ames,  John  W.  Mentioned 625 

Ames,  William.  Mentioned 87,  370,  626 

Ammen,  Daniel.  Mentioned 104 

Anderson,  Major,  Steamer.  Mentioned 257,  264 

Anderson,  Colonel.  Mentioned 986 

Anderson,  Archer. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton .• 1292, 1355 

Cooper,  James 1441, 1446 

Sale,  John  B 1263, 1365, 1366 

Mentioned 1257, 1263, 1278, 1329, 1341, 1351 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Bragg,  Robert  F.  Hoke,  and 
Joseph  E.  Johnston. 

Anderson,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 1071 

Anderson,  Edward  C.  Mentioned 1019 

Anderson,  Edward  L.  Mentioned 11,424 

Anderson,  John  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M 213 

Sherman,  William  T 89 

Mentioned 45, 152, 178,  205 

Anderson,  John  H.  Mentioned 1155 

Anderson,  John  T.  Mentioned 455 
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Anderson,  Patton.  Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s 

Office,  C.S.  A 1121 

Anderson,  Paul  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr 1066 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1062 

Mentioned 1066, 1067, 1072, 1086, 1087, 1092 

Anderson,  Robert.  Mentioned 564,  581,  979 

Anderson,  Robert  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Humes,  William  Y.  C 981 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1 : 1000, 1080 

Mentioned 15, 

352,  382,  979-982, 1000, 1006, 1015, 1027, 1071, 1072, 1096, 1102, 1219, 1276 

Staff.  Announcement  of 1006 

Anderson,  Ruel  Wooten.  Mentioned 992 

Anderson,  Fort.  See  Fort  Anderson. 

Andrew,  John  A.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Massachnsetts,  Governor  of. 

Anna  Maria,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202,  710,  806,  842 

Appleton,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 605 

Arago,  Steamer.  Mentioned 8,  24, 122,  368,  423,  465,  525 

Argyle,  Steamer.  Mentioned 255 

Ariel,  Steamer.  Mentioned 326,  327 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^after/es ; Wiggins’,  1015,1072. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 3d,  309, 1072, 1291, 1317. 

Armies  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Lee:  No.  3,  1248. 

Armies  of  the  United  States. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Grant:  No.  24",  205;  No.  30,  358;  No.  38, 

560;  No.  53,  869. 

Armistead,  Frank  S.  Mentioned 1155 

Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Army  Corps,  14th.  George  P.  Buell  assumes  command  of  2d  Brigade,  Ist 

Division  of 94 

Army  Corps,  15th. 

Badge  of,  announced 419 

Clark,  William  T.,  assumes  command  of  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division  of 138 

Logan,  John  A.,  assumes  command  of 27 

Woods,  William  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  Ist  Division  of. . 106 

Army  Corps,  23d. 

Couch,  Darius  N.,  assumes  command  of  2d  and  3d  Divisions  of 620 

Reilly,  James  W.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division  of 581 

Stiles,  Israel  N.,  assumes  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 839 

Transfer  of,  to  the  East.  Communications  from 

Allen,  Robert 224-227,231,233 

Caldwell,  D.  W 258,269 

Couch,  Darius  N 262,272 

Cox,  Jacob  D 293 

Donaldson,  James  L 224,  225 

Edwards,  Arthur *. 249 

Ernst,  Franklin 256 

Ford,  Joseph  B 254, 260, 261, 268,  276 

Gale,  Samuel  C 255-257 
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Army  Corps,  23d— Continued. 

Transfer  of,  to  the  East.  Communications  from 

Garrett,  .Jolin  W 204 

Halleck,  Henry  W 131 

Hart,  Isaac  W 238,  250,  255 

Jewett,  Hugh  J 248,  263, 269, 273 

Lough,  Thomas 250,  253,  265,  266,  273 

Macfeely,  Eohert 260 

McKim,  William  W 225,  243,  247,  248 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 192, 

214,  220-223,  227,  229-236, 238-242, 244-248,  251-267,  269-280,  282-284 

Potter,  Joseph  A 220 

Rasin,  Hanson 234,235 

Schofield,  John  M 135, 191,  213,  228,  254 

Scott,  Robert  N 293,294 

Smith,  William  Prescott 253,  254,  266,  268,  276, 277,  284 

War  Department,  U.  S 219,  224,  228r237 

Wilson,  Joseph  H 238 

Woodward,  E.W 260 

Woolfolk,  Austin  C 222,  226,  234-236 

Wilcox,  Arthur  T.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division  of 656 

See  also  Ohio,  Army  of  the. 

Army  Transportation.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Arnold,  Isaac,  jr.  Mentioned 369 

Arnold,  R.  D.  Mentioned 16, 130, 166, 167, 169, 463 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Savannah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of. 

Artsman,  Gus. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 245,  274, 277, 283 

Mentioned 219,  271, 274, 276 

Ashbury,  John  A.  Mentioned 622,  623 

Ashby,  Henry  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  H.  Kuhn 1392 

Mentioned 980, 1072, 1097, 1225, 1415, 1416, 1420, 1435, 1438, 1457, 1458 

Ashby,  W.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Gilbert  J.  Wright 1457 

Mentioned 1457 

Ashe,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 1289, 1294 

Ashland,  Steamer.  Mentioned *. 735 

Asmussen,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  W.  Geary 350 

Mentioned 65,  551,  918,  975,  976 

Atkins,  Smith  D.  Mentioned 13,  42, 533,  603, 604,  635,  653,  786 

Atlantic,  Steamer.  Mentioned 304 

Atwell,  Seager  S.  Mentioned 624 

Atwill,  James  W.  Mentioned 746 

Audenried,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 19, 24,  29, 45,  429,  682,  691,  920, 1000, 1001 

' Augur,  Christopher  C. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W,  Halleck 192 

Mentioned 119 

Augusta,  Steamer.  Mentioned *. 202,  313, 370,  576-578 

Austin,  Adoniram.  Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 770 

Austin,  John  P.  Mentioned 1042, 1433, 1434 

Avent,  George  E.  Mentioned 624 

Avent,  W.  F.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1290 
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Averasborough,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  17,1865.  Communications  from 

Joseph  Wheeler 1417 

Averasborough  (or  Taylor’s  Hole  Creek),  N C Battle  of,  Mareh  16,  1865. 
Communications  from 

Hardee,  William  J 1402, 1409 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1406, 1407 

Sherman,  William  T 869,  871 

Summers,  Moses 879 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1415, 1416 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 879 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Hardee 1411 

Ayer,  W.  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1112 

Eustis,  James  B 1112 

Mentioned 1112, 1221,  1223, 1323, 1396, 1400, 1441 

Babcock,  C.  H.  P.  Mentioned 167,  169 

Babcock,  Orville  E.  Mentioned 358 

Bachman,  Amos  W.  Mentioned 624 

Bachman,  William  K.  Mentioned 992,1071 

Bacon,  E.  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 1019, 1053, 1069, 1205, 1461 

Bacot,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 547 

Badham,  William,  jr.  Mentioned 1068, 1155 

Bailey,  Lyman.  Mentioned 14?  44,  798, 829, 849,  903, 975 

Bain,  George  C.  Mentioned 1156, 1289 

Baird,  Absalom. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 73,  365, 381, 462 

Hunter,  Morton  C 297 

Mentioned 20, 

42,  64,  134,  237,  323,  335,  336,  348,  380, 401, 409,  423, 449, 480, 481, 489,  507, 
517,  532,  613,  614,  634,  682,  705,  732,  764,  785,  798,  799,  830,  905,  939,  958,  959 

Baird,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned 1398,1406 

Baird,  George  W.  Mentioned 627 

Baker,  A.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,250 

Baker,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 1087 

Baker,  Alpheus.  Mentioned 1262,1285,1286,1399,1437 

Baker,  Lawrence  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1120, 1132, 1139, 1140, 1164, 1220, 1244, 1245, 1249, 1368 

Fretwell,  J.K 1315 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1216, 1236 

Lee,  Robert  E 1236 

Martin,  William  F 1366 

Mentioned 442, 

511, 1110, 11.55, 1220, 1227, 1233, 1257, 1270, 1341, 1350, 1366, 1367, 1378 

Baker,  Nellie,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Baldwin,  J.  H.,  Steamer  Mentioned 236,  238,  250 

Baldwin,  W.  H.  Mentioned 167,169 

Balloch,  George  W.  Mentioned •. 830 

Baltic,  Steamer.  Mentioned 151 

Baltimore,  Steamer.  Mentioned 257 

Banks,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 1344 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  Mentioned 1307 

Barclay, . Mentioned 6 

Barclay,  Hugh  W.  Mentioned 1040, 1072 
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Barker,  John  M.  Correspondence  with  Alexander  Schiminelfennig 544 

Barker,  Theodore  G.  Mentioned 753 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Wade  Hampton. 

Barker’s  Mill,  Whippy  Swamp,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  2,  1865.  News- 
paper extract  concerning 294 

Barnard,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 7 

Mentioned 6,  7, 58, 101 

Barnes,  George  T.  Mentioned 1093 

Barnes,  Joseph  K.  Mentioned 18,833 

Barney,  Albert  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 439 

Mentioned 624,  657 

Barnum,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 42, 

134, 140, 150,  324,  350,  366,  518,  532,  574,  602,  733,  850, 908 

Barnum,  Joseph  H.  Mentioned 626 

Barnwell,  A.  Smith.  Mentioned 992,1036 

Barriger,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Beckwith,  Amos 943 

Cox,  Jacob  D 707 

Schofield,  John  M 943,  976 

Treat,  Richard  B 923 

Mentioned 620,  976 

Barry,  William  P.  Mentioned 794 

Barth,  William  G.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Patton  Anderson. 

Bartholomew,  Walter  G.  Mentioned 625 

Barton,  D.  R.  Mentioned 1073 

Bartow,  Colonel.  Mentioned 1185 

Bate,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  P.  Stewart 1447 

Mentioned 1086, 1163, 1386, 1408, 1413 

Bates,  Delevan.  Mentioned 625,  673,  966 

Bates’  Ferry,  Congaree  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  15, 1865.  Communi- 
cation from  John  E.  Smith 432 

Batterson,  H.  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Stewart  L.  Woodford. 
Battery  Simkins,  S.  C.  Attack  on,  Feb.  11,  1865.  Communication  from 

William  J.  Hardee 1159 

Battle,  Cullen  A.  Mentioned 558 

Battle,  Kemp  P.  Mentioned 1346 

Baxter,  Archibald.  Mentioned 167, 169 

Baylor,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned 194,  475,  779 

Beach,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 334 

Beach,  Orrin  W. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Hawley 774 

Mentioned 752,  774,  775 

Beard,  W.  K.  Mentioned 725,1006 

Beardslee,  Frederick  E.  Mentioned 624 

Beasley,  Isaiah,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 22 

Beaufort,  Steamer.  Mentioned 978 

Beauregard,  Steamer.  Mentioned 1 202 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Announced  as  second  in  command  of  Johnston’s  army 1399 

Appeal  of,  to  citizens  of  North  Carolina.  Campaign  of  the  Carolinas,  Jan. 
1-April  26, 1865 
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Beauregard,  G.  T. — Coutinued. 

Assignment  to  duty 1248 

Assumes  command  of  troops  operating  in  South  Carolina 1204 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1001, 1002,  1023, 

1031,  1048,  1050,  1091,  1104,  1120,  1156,  1157,  1165,  1179,  1202, 1228, 1239 

Ayer,  W.  F 1112 

Bragg,  Braxton ....  1227, 1230, 1242, 1269, 1279, 1283, 1292, 1314, 1315, 1407, 1408 

Brent,  George  William 1016, 

1043, 1172, 1180,  1194, 1209, 1216, 1272, 1322, 1399, 1412 

Buchanan  (Captain)...’. 1229 

Camak,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1260 

Cary,  R.  Milton 1232 

Chambliss,  N.  R 1260 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1193 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F 1174, 1184, 1206, 1224, 1240, 1259 

Chesterville,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at. 1193 

Chisman,  Samuel  R 1240, 1332, 1455 

Chisolm,  A.  R 1140, 1166 

Clare,  William  1173 

Clayton,  Henry  D 1179, 1185 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1107 

Crews,  Charles  C 1330 

Davis,  Jefferson 1078, 1083, 1084, 1086, 1090, 1201, 1238, 1246, 1258, 1266 

Dibrell,  George  G 1318 

Echols,  R.J 1445 

Elzey,  Arnold 1436, 1445 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1108, 1331 

Eustis,  James  B 1422, 1449 

Ewing,  E.  H 1060 

Fry,  Birkett  D 1109, 1184, 1232, 1383, 1400, 1423 

Garlington,  A.  C 1266 

Georgia,  Governor  of 1104, 1271 

Goodman,  J.  M 1331, 1380, 1455 

Grant,  L.P 1040 

Green,  Allen  J 1423 

Hamilton,  D.H ._. 1266 

Hampton,  Wade 1185, 

1186,  1211,  1218,  1224,  1225,  1236,  1237,  1245,  1246,  1248,  1256,  1262, 
1265,  1268,  1269,  1277,  1278,  1282,  1287,  1295,  1300, 1326,  1347,  1348,  1361 

Hardee,  William  J 1003, 

1043,  1048,  1050,  1061,  1078,  1113,  1141,  1157-1159,  1166,  1167,  1173, 

1174,  1179,  1194,  1202,  1204,  1205,  1231,  1281,  1332,  1335,  1362,  1375,  1451 

Harris,  Isliam  G 1221 

Henry,  Gustavus  A 1173, 1210 

Hight,W.M 1140 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1049, 

1051, 1052, 1055, 1061, 1087, 1109, 1132, 1170, 1176, 1218, 1268, 1336 

Hoke,  William  J 1231,1239 

Hunter,  AV.  W 1099 

Johnson;  Bradley  T 1268, 1328, 1331, 1440, 1448 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1273, 

1286,  1298,  1325,  1330,  1331,  1336,  1347,  1348,  1353,  1361,  1374,  1380,  1384, 
1385,  1392,  1399,  1407,  1408,  1426,  1437,  1441,  1442,  1445,  1450,  1454,  1455 
J ordan,  Thomas 1141 
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Beauregard,  G.  T. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Kennard,  James  M 1346 

Lee,  Robert  E 1165, 1192, 1193, 1202, 1208, 

1216,  1222,  1229,  1238,  1247,  1248,  1258,  1267,  1272,  1280,  1325,  1347,  1380 

Lee,  Stephen  D 1362, 1399, 1412 

Loring,  William  W 1240 

McCrady,  John 1423 

Mackall,  William  W 1052, 1060, 1065, 1077, 1132, 1455 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1094, 1168, 1217, 1223 

Mayfield,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1056, 1060 

Molloy,  Ferdinand 1385 

Moses,  R.  J 1088, 1092, 1140 

Napier,  Lieutenant-Colonel 1347 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1241, 1278 

Otey,  John  M 1396 

Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  C.  S.  A 1239, 1319 

Rains,  George  W 1121, 1223 

Ramsay,  H.  A 1223 

Rhett,  Roland 1193 

Ripley,  Roswell  S 1232 

Robertson,  Beverly  H 1400 

Robinson,  John  M 1426 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton 1205 

Rudler,  Anthony  F 1260 

Salisbury,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1240 

Sharp,  Thomas  R 1210, 1221, 1437, 1448, 1449 

Smith,  Martin  L 1..  1385 

Smith,  Norman  W 1092, 1211, 1221 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 1104, 1210, 1221, 1274 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1052, 1082, 1088, 1100, 1161,  1168, 1185, 1197, 1232, 1285 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 1185, 1224, 1240, 1259, 1274, 1326 

Sumner,  T.  J 1329 

Taylor,  Richard 1051, 1059, 1217, 1267 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S 1280 

Trout,  T.B 1221 

Vanderford,  Charles  F 1453 

Waddy,  J.  R 1065 

War  Department,  C.  S 32, 1059, 1090, 1201, 1202, 1207, 1208 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1094, 

1095, 1103, 1107, 1109, 1162, 1171, 1186, 1207, 1212, 1219, 1237 

Willis,  Edward 1082, 

1099, 1111, 1121, 1184, 1323, 1329-1331, 1346, 1371, 1379,  1380, 1400, 1424 

Witherspoon,  J.  D 1193 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B 1423, 1445 

Zinken,  Leon  von 1052, 1056 

Mentioned 58, 103,  417,  472,  499, 500,  509, 

527, 544, 556, 575, 595,  612,  617,  619,  652,  661,  668,  671,  720,  726,  980, 991, 1001, 

1003,  1004,  1014,  1016,  1018,  1027,  1030,  1031,  1051,  1052,  1055-1058,  1060, 

1062,  1063,  1065,  1077,  1082,  1084,  1085,  1087,  1088,  1092, 1093, 1096, 1098- 

1100,  1108-1114,  1120,  1121,  1123,  1127,  1129,  1132,  1133,  1140,  1149, 1156, 

1157,  1161,. 1162,  1164,  1165,  1171,  1173,  1174,  1176,  1178,1181,1184-1186, 
1193,  1199,  1204,  1206,  1209-1212,  1221,  1223-1225,  1229-1232,  1237,  1238, 
1240-1242,  1247,  1248,  1256-1258,  1260-1262,  1266,  1268,  1269,  1271,  1275, 
1278,  1279,  1287,  1288,  1299,  1300,  1305,  1309,  1312,  1317,1319,1320,1328, 
1330,  1332,  1373,  1380,  1384-1386,  1399,  1400,  1422,  1423,  1426,  1446,  1449 
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Beck,  B.  B.  Mentioned 1039 

Beckham, . Mentioned 341 

Beckwith,  Amos. 

Correspondence  with 

Barriger,  J ohn  W 943 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 575 

Schofield,  John  M 745 

Sherman,  William  T 795,  951 

Mentioned 6, 16, 17,  80,  443,  615,  813,  840,  910,  927,  969-971,  976 

Bedford,  Wimer.  Mentioned 170, 171 

Bedoll,  Joseph.  Mentioned 609 

Beecher,  Henry  Ward.  Mentioned 979 

Belknap,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with  Giles  A.  Smith 347 

Mentioned 17,  30, 148,  334, 1043 

Bell,  Madison.  Correspondence  with  Moses  W.  Hannon 997 

Bemis,  Isaac  A.  Mentioned 124 

Benjamin,  Henry  R. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Corse 295 

Mentioned 531,  827 

Bennett,  Colonel,  Steamer.  Mentioned 617,  806 

Bennett,  Augustus  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 326,403,415 

Woodford,  Stewart  L 929 

Mentioned 96,  355,  491,  508,  593,  929 

Bennett,  T.  J.  Mentioned 1183 

Bennett,  William  C.  Mentioned 46 

Bentley,  William.  Mentioned 38 

Benton,  Mary,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202,840,861 

Bentonville,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  March  19-21, 1865. 

Communications  from 

Bate,  William  B 1447 

Carlin,  William  P 906 

Corse,  John  M 916,917,935 

Darby,  John  T 1442 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 921,939 

Hampton,  Wade 1437, 1439, 1443, 1447 

Hazen,  William  B 915,934 

Howard,  Oliver  O 913 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1440, 1441, 1453, 1454 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 909 

Law,  Evander  M 1443,1447 

Lee,  Robert  E 1441 

Logan,  John  A 915 

Logan,  Thomas  M 1440 

Loring,  William  W 1442 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1416, 1448 

Morgan,  James  D 939 

Sherman,  William  T 904,  905,  918,  919,  922,  924,  925,  941,  951,  961 

Slocum,  Henry  W 903-906,  920,  921,  938,  9.39 

Stewart,  Alexander  P : 1437,  1442, 1446 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1438, 1439, 1443 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 908,922 

AVoods,  Charles  R 914,  934 

Sketch  905 
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Benwood,  W.  Va.,  Railroad  Agent  at.  Correspondence  with 

Ford,  Joseph  B 261 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 270 

Berney, . Mentioned 58 

Berry,  Albert  S.  Mentioned 1141 

Berry,  James  W.  Mentioned 624 

Berry,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 985 

Bertha,  Steamer.  Mentioned 2.36, 238,  250 

Bickford,  Nathan  B.  B.  Mentioned 410 

Big  Black  Creek,  S.  C.  Affair  near,  March  3,  1865.  Communication  from 

John  E.  Smith 664 

Biggs,  Herman.  Mentioned 474 

Binnaker’s  Bridge,  South  Edisto  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  9,  1865. 
Communications  from 

Deas,  Zachariah  C 1137 

Gordon,  James  C 1134 

Howard,  Oliver  O 359,  360,  373 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1143 

Bird,  Edward.  Mentioned 1071 

Birge,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 842, 856 

Mentioned 627,  850,  881,  893,  911 

Birney,  William.  Mentioned 312,  368, 465 

Bishop,  Judson  W.  Mentioned 381 

Bissell,  Julius  W.  Mentioned 947 

Bizzell,  D.  W.  Correspondence  with  Alexander  P.  Stewart 1291, 1317 

Black,  John  L. 

Correspondence  with  William  B.  Taliaferro 1169, 1182 

Mentioned 1170 

Black,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned 84 

Black,  Samuel  L.  Correspondence  with  William  J.  Hardee 1357 

Black,  William.  Correspondence  with  Baxter  Smith 1459 

Blackford,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237 

Black  River,  N.  C.  Eeconnaissance  from  Fayetteville  on  the  Goldsborough 
road  to,  and  skirmish,  March  14,  1865.  Communication  from 

William  T.  Ward 832 

Blackville,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7,  1865.  Communication  from  Judson 

Kilpatrick 337 

Blackwell,  William  H.  Mentioned 1072 

Blair,  Frank  F.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Force,  Manning  F. . 56, 99, 100, 124, 129, 173, 183, 197, 208,  289,  296,  322,  390,  461, 
532,  552,  572,  573,  588,  589,  599,  600,  612,  680,  690,  703,  741,  784,  865,  918,  957 

Gage,  .Joseph  S 72 

Howard,  Oliver  0.  9, 12, 14,  30,  33,  55,  63,  71,  72,  85,  92,  99, 106, 107, 120, 171, 172, 
182, 207,  289,  296,  309,  333, 346,  363,  379,  389, 408,  421, 433, 487, 505, 506, 515, 
541, 550, 551,  567,  571,  587,  588,  598,  611,  631,  632, 649,  679,  690,  717,  718, 730, 
740,  759,  760,  783,  812, 828,  848,  865,  873,  889, 901,  902,  914,  93.5,  953,  973,  974 

.Joel,  Ephraim  M 936,974 

Kerwin,  Michael 902 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D 10,  44,  56 

Logan,  John  A 873 

McQueen,  .John  A 55 

Mills,  John  H.  W 936 

Mower,  Joseph  A 47,  93, 197,  347,  667,  680,  761,  784,  849,  956,  957 
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Blaiir,  Frank  P.,  jr. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Sherman,  William  T 631, 666 

Smith,  Giles  A 44,  93, 129, 161, 334,  347,  462,  680, 762,  763 

Strong,  William  E 759 

Swayne,  Wager 100 

Wilson,  James 848 

Mentioned 6,  7, 9-11, 14, 16,  22, 27, 

32,  33,  35,  43, 44, 47,  50,  51,  54-57, 59, 62,  63,  65,  68,  70, 81-83, 91, 93, 99, 100, 
102, 118, 128, 129, 136, 144-146, 148, 159, 169,  170, 172, 173, 181, 192, 195, 197, 
205-208, 286-291,  294,  296,  299,  302,  307-309,  311, 313,  320,  328-330,  332, 334, 
343,  344, 347,  350,  358,  373-375, 385,  386,  388,  395, 397,  398, 401,  405,  418,  419, 
429,  430, 446,  456,  461,  475, 476, 485, 487, 502, 513, 514,  528, 529, 532, 538, 539, 
547, 551, 552, 565,  566,  572, 583, 588, 599, 608-610,  612, 622, 628, 644,  647,  648, 
652, 653, 661,  662,  667,  670, 676, 680,  681, 687,  690, 699,  703,  714-716,  727,  728, 
738,  741, 754,  755,  762,  763,  784,  796,  808,  811, 823, 824, 826, 827, 835, 845-847, 
862, 865, 870,  872, 886, 897, 902-905,  914, 918,  931-933,  936,  941, 949, 950,  952, 
953,  957,  971,  972,  998,  999,  1019,  1020,  1022,  1028,  1033,  1034,  1037,  1043, 
1045,  1046,  1066,  1067,  1079,  1091,  1104,  1172,  1185,  1216,  1219,  1288,  1290, 
1297,  1329,  1331,  1337,  1375,  1429,  1430,  1432,  1440,  1441,  1447,  1458,  1459 

Blake  [?],  Major.  Mentioned 951 

Blake,  Francis  D.  Mentioned 468, 1182 

Blakey,  David  T.  Mentioned 1071 

Blanchard,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 1071, 1285, 1333, 1362, 1397, 1461 

Blanding,  Ormsby.  Mentioned 1070 

Blau,  Gustav.  Mentioned 414,577 

Blodgett,  Gardner  S.  Mentioned 293,  294 

Blount,  George  M.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,_8ee  George  P.  Har- 
rison, jr. 

Blount,  John  M.  Mentioned 1069, 1155 

Blue’s  Bridge,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at.  See  Love’s,  or  Blue’s  Bridge,  S.  C.  Skii'mish 
at,  March  S,  1865. 

Boag,  Theodore  G.  Mentioned 1070 

Boardman,  Mary  A.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14, 202 

Bogert,  John  A.  Mentioned 84 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.  Mentioned 537, 567, 1255 

Bond,  Emery  S.  Mentioned 624 

Bonham,  Milledge  L. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1460 

Mentioned 983 

Boucher,  James  H.  Mentioned 974 

Boughton,  Horace.  Mentioned 655, 674, 750, 815,  854,  896 

Bowden,  Doil  R.  Mentioned 627 

Bowers,  Theodore  S.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 372,  385 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  U.  S.  Grant. 

Boyd,  Joseph  P. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 608 

Mentioned 135.  391,  852,  911,  977 

Boykin,  Burwell.  Mentioned 1177 

Boyles,  William.  Mentioned 1072 

Boylston,  Samuel  Cordes.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred 
Bhett. 

Bradford,  Augustus  W.  For  correspondence,  etc  , see  Maryland,  Governor  of. 

Bradford,  Jesse  J.  Mentioned 998 

Bradford,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned 413 
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Bradley,  George  W.  Mentioned 357 

Bradley,  William  E.  Mentioned 627 

Bradwell,  Charles.  Mentioned 38 

Bradwell,  J.  L.  Mentioned 38 

Brady,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 624 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Battle  of  Kinston,  or  Wise's  Forks,  N.  C.,  March 

8-10, 1865  1366 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1099, 1228, 1241 

Anderson,  Archer 1292, 1355 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 1120, 1132, 1139,  1140, 1164, 1220, 1244, 1245, 1249, 1368 

Beauregard,  G.  T. . . 1227, 1230, 1242, 1269, 1279, 1283, 1292, 1314, 1315, 1407, 1408 

Burr,J.G 1370,1371 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1329 

Cameron,  John  W 1089, 1340, 1341, 1359, 1366 

Campbell,  P.  F 1111 

Childs,  Frederick  L 1250, 1264, 1265, 1289, 1292, 1294, 1303, 1315, 1319 

Cunningham,  George  A 1319 

Cuthbert,  James  E 1083, 1089 

Davis,  Jefferson 1088, 1137, 1328 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1110 

Fremont,  Sewall  L 1233, 1303, 1378 

Guion,  R.  T 1249 

Hagood,  Johnson 1103, 1119, 1131, 1132, 1139 

Hardee,  William  J 1008, 1231, 1242, 1368 

Harvie,  Edwin  J 1355 

Hubert,  Louis 1115, 1118, 1263, 1435 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1342, 1350, 1360, 1382, 1385, 1386 

Hines,  P.E 1380 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1089, 1111, 

1119,  1130,  1139,  1227,  1234,  1244,  1249,  1263,  1264,  1270,  1289, 129^  1302, 
1315,  1324,  1335,  1341,  1343,  1359,  1367,  1378,  1379,  1381,  1404,  1422,  1435 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1264, 1303 

Hooper,  H.R 1344 

Hughes,  John 1367 

Jackson,  George .•  1119 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1292, 1318, 1329, 1334, 1339, 1340, 1349, 1354, 

1358,  1363-1365,  1376, 1377,  1387, 1388,  1393,  1394,  1397,  1422,  1428,  1444 

Lee,  Robert  E 1098, 1103, 1110, 1114, 1115, 1130, 

1138,  1139,  1220,  1227,  1241,  1242,  1249,  1263, 1278,  1279,  1292, 1314, 1376 
Lipscomb,  Thomas  J....  1342, 1369, 1370, 1381, 1394, 1397, 1398, 1405, 1424, 1453 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1448 

Moseley  Hall,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1388 

Moseley  Hall,  N.  C.,  Telegraph  Operator  at 1381 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 1110, 1129 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1114, 1280, 1318, 1334, 1345, 1346, 1363, 1448 

Oladowski,  Hy polite 1116, 1270, 1279 

Paris,  Andrew  B 1381 

Parker,  Francis  M 1343 

Parker,  Francis  S 1214, 1227, 1233 

Pool,  Stephen  D 1351, 1398, 1405, 1406, 1425, 1436, 1448, 1453 

Sale,  John  B 1083, 

1088,  1129,  1138,  1279,  1293,  1340,  1351,  1358,  1359,  1365,  1368,  1369, 1377 
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Bragg,  Braxton — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 


Page. 


Smithfield,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1335 

Smithfield,  N.  C.,  Telegraph  Operator  at 1344, 1356 

Starr,  Joseph  B 1436 

Strange,  Robert 1245 

Teachey's  Station,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 1343 

Thruston,  Stephen  D 1294 

Tucker,  John  R 1227, 1243, 1289 

War  Department,  C.  S 1241, 1262, 1376, 1393 

Wheeler,  Joseph 986, 1004, 1012, 1027, 1127, 1135 

Whitford,  John  N 1371, 1406 

Zachry,  Charles  T 1389 

Mentioned 143,  428,  619, 


644, 731, 753,  771,  799,  803,  834, 838,  861,  865,  871,  880,  892,  950,  1003,  1018, 
1089, 1103, 1118-1120,  1130,  1139,  1150,  1154,  1157,  1192,  1201,  1204,  1214- 
1216, 1222, 1223, 1228, 1230,  1231,  1238,  1242,  1244,  1246,  1257,  1259,  1263- 
1267, 1270-1272,  1281,  1289,  1294,  1298,  1299,  1302,  1307,  1309,  1315,  1316, 
1320,  1325,  1338,  1340-1343,  1346,  1349-1351,  1353-1355,  1360,  1361,  1365, 
1367,  1368,  1370-1375,  1378,  1381-1383,  138.5,  1386,  1388,  1394,  1395,  1397, 
1398,  1401,  1405,  1408,  1414,  1422,  1425,  1426,  1428,  1435,  1436,  1441,  1460 


Resumes  command  of  Department  of  North  Carolina 1242 

Staff.  Announcement  of 1216 

Bragg,  Braxton,  Mrs.  Mentioned 1244 

Bragg,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 370 

Bramlette,  Thomas  E.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Kentucky,  Governor  of. 

Branch, . Mentioned 1177 

Brandies,  Fannie,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,238,250 

Brantly,  William  F.  Mentioned 1060, 1262, 1285, 1286, 1330 

Brazie,  William  R.  Mentioned 625 

Brazier,  W.  H.  Mentioned 1275 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  Mentioned 442, 


712,  1154,  1174,  1217,  1222,  1228,  1231,  1237,  1241,  1246,  1247,  1250,  1264, 
1267,  1296,  1312,  1315,  1332,  1343, 1352,  1361,  1371,  1383,  1384,  1425,  1445 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Breckinridge,  William  C.  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Dibrell,  George  G 1418, 1434 

Howell,  J.  L 1418 

Mentioned 980, 1007, 1008, 1072, 1213, 1433 


Brent,  George  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T. . . . 1016, 1043, 1172, 1180, 1194, 1209, 1216, 1272, 1322, 1399, 1412 


Eustis,  James  B 1059, 1060, 1064, 1133, 1164, 1174, 1203, 1223, 1273 

Falconer,  Kinloch 1281 

Otey,  JohnM ' 1171 

Tilton,  Nathaniel  O 1280 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B 1275 

Mentioned 1240,1362,1385 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 


Brewer,  Captain.  Mentioned 1356 

Bridgeford,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 3.55 

Briggs,  H.O.  Mentioned 167,169 

Brigham,  H.  Mentioned 167 

Brilliant,  Steamer.  Mentioned 222, 237, 238, 250 
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Broadfoot.  Charles  W.  Mentioned 1155 

Bromley,  W.  L.  Mentioned 1072 

Brooks,  J ohn  W.  Mentioned 992, 1070, 1074, 1397 

Brough,  John.  For  correspondenee,  etc.,  see  Ohio,  Governor  of . 

Brown,  Captain.  Mentioned 1017 

Brown,  Angus  P.  Mentioned 1071 

Brown,  Barton  R.  Mentioned 1155 

Brown,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 86 

Brown,  John  C.  Mentioned 1408 

Brown,  John  E.  Mentioned 1156 

Brown,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned 31^ 

807,  1003, 1014, 1021, 1035, 1041, 1090, 1273, 1323, 1353 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Georgia,  Governor  of. 

Brown,  J.  Welsman.  Mentioned 1070 

Brov/n,  Philip  P.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Hatch,  John  P 844 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 577 

Mentioned 193 

Brown,  S.  Lockwood. 

Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-GeneraFs  Office,  U S.  A 527 

Mentioned 474 

Brown,  Stephen  S.  Mentioned 117 

Browne,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 169 

Browne,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  H.  Hill 1093 

Mentioned 105, 1003, 1078, 1084, 1093, 1097, 1098, 1105, 1122, 1123, 1152, 1323 

Bruch,  Samuel. 

Correspondence'with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 228 

Mentioned 229 

Bruner,  James  R.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 282 

Brush,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 17 

Bruton,  T.  J.  Mentioned 1073 

Bryan,  Henry.  Mentioned 1102,1211,1412,1422,1423,1449 

For  correspondence  as  A,  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Buchanan,  Captain.  Correspondence  with  G.  T Beauregard 1229 

Buckingham,  Philo  B.  Mentioned 832 

Buckingham,  William  A.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Connecticut,  Gov- 
ernor of. 

Budlong,  Syria  M.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A,  G.,  see  John  E.  Smith. 

Buel,  David  H.  Mentioned 26,128 

Buell,  George  P. 

Assumes  command  of  2d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  14th  Army  Corps 94 

Correspondence  with 

Carlin,  William  P 692 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 705 

Mentioned 42,  64,  704,  906 

Bulkley,  Henry  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Lamar,  G.  W 467 

Vardeli,  William  G 467 

Mentioned 985, 1127 

Burbridge,  Stephen  G.  Mentioned 417 

Burd  Levi,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,250 

Burdell,  Thomas.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  C.  Fiser. 
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Burger,  George  L.  Mentioned 885 

Burger,  William  L.  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 52 

Mentioned 369 

Forcorrespondenceas  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  G.  Foster  ; also  Qubicy  A.  Gillmore. 

Burke,  Abraham.  Mentioned 38 

Burke,  Luke  A.  Mentioned 303 

Burkhardt,  Christian. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Logan 446,  478,  505,  531,  550,  571,  679 

Mentioned 569 

Burr,  J.  G. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1370, 1371 

Mentioned 1356, 13  70 

Burr,  Raymond.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 248 

Burton,  George  S.  Mentioned 605 

Butler, . Mentioned 75 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 3,  7, 22, 58,  69, 103, 104, 154, 165,  537,  859 

Butler,  Matthew  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1329 

Hardee,  William  J 1288 

Hampton,  Wade 1420,1421,1439 

Logan,  Thomas  M 1440 

Rutledge,  B.  Huger 731 

Stevenson,  Carter  L , 1128, 1177 

Wright,  Gilbert  J 1435 

Mentioned 450,  602,  609,  611,  644,  661, 

666,  670,  685,  693,  720,  731,  732,  786,  787,  832, 835, 872,  875,  880, 1014, 1018, 
1019,  1040,  1054,  1071,  1084,  1112,  1165,  1178,  1199,  1213, 1221, 1224, 1236, 

1245,  1248,  1262,  1267,  1278,  1290,  1295,  1297,  1300,  1317,  1335,  1337, 1338, 

1340,  1348,  1375,  1392,  1397,  1405,  1414,  1415,  1418,  1421,  1433,  1437,  1457 

Butler,  William.  Mentioned 949,1070 

Butterfield,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 623 

Buttrick,  Edward  K.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Nathaniel  J. 
Jackson. 

Butts,  Frank  A.  Mentioned 624 

Buzzell,  Andrew  J.  H.  Mentioned 946 

Byers,  Samuel  H.  M.  Mentioned 796 

Byrd,  Captain.  Mentioned 1148, 1149 

Cadle,  Cornelius,  jr.  Mentioned 159 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr. 

Caldwell,  D.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 221,  258,  268-270,  272,  274,  282,  284 

Mentioned 218,  221,  240,  266 

Caldwell,  John  W.  Mentioned 1072 

California,  Steamer.  Mentioned 7 

Camak,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beaure- 
gard  1260 


Camden,  S.  C. 

Skirmish  at,  Feb.  24, 1865.  Communication  from  John  M.  Corse 549 

Union  forces  occupy,  Feb.  25,  1865.  Communication  from  William  B. 

Hazen 585 

Cameron,  Doctor.  Mentioned 1225 

Cameron,  A.  B.  Mentioned 1225 

Cameron,  John  F.  Mentioned 1035 
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Cameron,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1089, 1340, 1341,  1359, 1366 

Mentioned 1120, 1235, 1324, 1341, 1343, 1370, 1377, 1398, 1405 

Camp,  George  A.  Mentioned 772 

Camp,  William  S.  Mentioned 626 

Campaign  of  the  Carolinas,  Jan.  1-April  26, 1865. 

Appeal  of  G.  T.  Beauregard  to  citizens  of  North  Carolina 1265 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Bragg,  Braxton 1366 

Hardee,  William  J 1411 

Schimmelfeunig,  Alexander 414 

Congratulatory  resolutions  of  citizens  of  New  York 563 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  during.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1083, 1084, 1120, 1132, 1176, 1179, 1186, 1209, 1222- 

1225,  1258,  1259,  1262,  1267,  1273,  1281,  1321,  1325,  1332,  1335,  1353,  1396 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 48, 129, 160, 182, 197,  208, 

289, 296, 309,  321,  347,  380,  389,  400,  422, 434,  487,  531,  541,  552,  572,  588, 599, 
649,  690,  703,  718,  731,  740,  760,  797,  828,  848,  865,  876,  889,  902,  903,  956,  975 

Bragg,  Braxton 1279, 1366, 1388,  1389, 1436 

Brent,  George  William 1172, 1272 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F 1163 

Corse,  John  M 321,  333,  346 

Cox,  Jacob  D 697,  911,  923,  924 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 297, 

323,  335,  348,  401,  402,  409,  410,  422,  489,  507,  517, 532,  613,  705,  830,  878,  958 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1258 

Force,  Manning  F 161 

Hampton,  Wade 1199, 1212, 1261 

Hardee,  William  J 981,  999, 1281, 1284, 1335, 1337, 1357, 1362 

Hatch,  JohnP 324,325 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1186, 1187, 1198, 1200 

Howard,  Oliver  O 9,  70,  85, 118, 137, 145, 181, 195,  288, 

294,  307,  320,  374,  375,  386,  397,  398,  418,  446,  513,  528,  537, 538, 566,  583,  649, 
676, 699,  714,  728,  755,  796,  808,  823, 828,  846, 872, 886,  887, 897,  898,  952,  972 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1257, 1335, 1337, 1339,  1340, 1356, 1375,  1427, 1428, 1456 

Kilpatrick,  Judsou 603, 635,  653 

Logan,  John  A 346,  375-379,  430,  628,  629 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1081 

Morgan,  James  D 94 

Schofield,  John  M 693-695,814,816,910 

Sherman,  William  T 54,  82, 

90, 96,  111,  117,  143, 148, 184, 198,  286,  290,  307,  308,  310,  311,  320,  373,  401, 
444,  513,  518, 527,  538,  631,  652,  690,  692,  703,  779,  821,  822,  880,  885,  952,  959 

Slocum,  Henry  W 94, 

130,  337,  364,  365,  422,  480,  481,  488,  516,  543,  633,  634,  691,  829,  877, 878,  957 

Smith,  Giles  A 161 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1101,1108,1107 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 1269, 1313, 1456 

Strong,  William  E 551 

Terry,  Alfred  H 855,  868,  912,  913, 926 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 64,  65, 130, 149, 150,  200,  208,  298,  311, 

323,  349,  350,  366,  381,  382,  391,  411,  423, 435,  463,  481, 189,  490,  507, 517,  518, 
543,  553,  592,  614,  63.5,  669,  705,  706,  720,  742,  743,  765,  831,  850, 891,  959,  975 

Woods,  Charles  R 181 
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Campaign  of  the  Carolinas,  Jan.  1-April  26,  1865— Coutiuued. 
Operations  during. 

Communications  from 


rage 


Allen,  William  W 1226, 1419,  1420 

Beauregard,  G.  T . . . 1157, 1158,  1192-1194, 1197, 1211, 1217, 1238, 1298, 1300 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 55,  72,  93, 171-173,  309,  363,  421 

Bragg,  Braxton 1241, 1244, 1245,  1263-1265, 1445 

Burkhardt,  Christian 571 

Butler,  Matthew  (J 1288, 1329 

Colcock,  Charles  J 1036 

Cox, 'Jacob  D 853 

Davis,  J efferson  C 434 

Dibrell,  George  G 994-996, 1018, 1283, 1433 

Dustin,  Daniel 86,96 

Fiser,  John  C 986 

Force,  Manning  F 56, 183,  322 

Foster,  John  G 112-114, 185,  299, 302 

Grant,  U.  S 492,  793,  859 

Hampton,  Wade 1218, 1337, 1403, 1414, 1417, 1430, 1433 

Hannon,  Moses  W 1082 

Hardee,  William  J 1122, 1290, 1320, 1387, 1410, 1411, 1417 

Hatch,  John  P 202 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1122, 1123 

Holmes,  Charles  E 1074 

Howard,  Oliver  O 81,  82, 180,  309,  330,  405,  406,  565,  644,  662,  865,  870 

Humes,  William  Y.  C 1017, 1067, 1081, 1097 

Jackson,  Andrew 555 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1297, 1372, 1401, 1409-1411 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 10,  490,  533,  554,  602,  615,  651,  671,  682 

Lee,  Robert  E 1256,  1258, 1395 

Lewie,  Frederick  S 1036 

Logan,  John  A 330,  780 

Pay  singer,  T.  M 1171 

Pickett,  W.  D 1135 

Schofield,  John  M 619 

Sherman,  William  T 6,  59,  62,  67,  68, 

lO'J,  122, 132, 135,  137, 150, 154, 162, 163, 203, 285,  297,  328,  332, 351,  358,  359, 
364,  383,  429, 547,  556,  603,  628,  661,  662,  666,  667,  670,  681, 721,  763,  793,  794, 
799,  803,  804,  813,  816,  817,  834, 839,  856, 861,  867,  885, 886,  910,  942,  949,  969 

Stackhouse,  Eli  T 1066, 1073 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1124-1126,1134,1144-1147 

Strong,  William  E 645 

Terry,  Alfred  H 725,  726,  790,  791 

War  Department,  ( ^ S 1238 


Ward,  William  T 12, 15 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1079,  1219, 1348 

Williams,  Alpheus  S IJ 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 32,  205,  285, 


328,  372,  385, 405,  416,  417,  428,  441,  442,  511, 595, 596,  644,  660,  713,  753,  968 


Proclamation  of  Governor  of  North  Carolina 


1187 


Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  during.  Communications  from 


Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 631 

Cox,  Jacob  D 838 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 480,  741 
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Campaign  of  the  Carolinas,  Jan.  1-April  26,  1865 — Continued. 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  during.  Communications  from 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 575 

Howard,  Oliver  0 598,  685,  686 

Houston,  Joseph 25 

Logan,  John  A 584 

Wheaton,  Seth 25 

Winder,  Nora 395 

Woods,  Charles  R 584 

Reported  movements  of  Union  troops  during.  Cornmunica-tions  from 

Anderson,  Paul  F 1066 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 1220 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1266-1269, 1295 

Bragg,  Braxton 1397, 1398 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1177 

Colcock,  Charles  J 1022 

Davis,  R.  F 1045 

Hampton,  Wade 1185, 1248, 1277,  1317 

Hardee,  William  J 997, 1428 

Humes,  William  Y.  C 981,  982,  985 

Iverson,  Alfred 1064, 1077 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1271 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1022 

Paysinger,  T.  M 1375 

Sale,  .John  B 1365, 1368-1370 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1020, 1028, 1044, 1430-1432 

Sketch 905 

Campbell,  Archibald  L.  Mentioned 172 

Campbell,  Charles  G.  Mentioned 1073 

Campbell,  John  A.  (Confederate.) 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1189 

Mentioned 194, 1063, 1189 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Secretary,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 
Campbell,  John  A.  (Union.) 

Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  John  M 744,  881,  894 

Wherry,  W ill  i am  M : 962 

Mentioned 370,  851,  943 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jolm  M.  Schofield. 

Campbell,  P.  F.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1111 

Campbell,  William  J.  Mentioned 37 

Canby,  Edward  R.  S.  Mentioned 4, 101, 102, 155,  369,  465,  859,  948 

CannoiYs  Bridge,  South  Edisto  River,  S.  C. 

Reconnaissance  to,  Feb.  7, 1865.  Communications  from 

Howard,  Oliver  O 328 

Logan,  John  A 331 

Skirmish  at,  Feb.  8, 1865.  Communication  from  Wells  S.  Jones 345 

Canonicus,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14, 202 

Capers,  F.W.  Mentioned 1071 

Captured  Property.  See  Abandoned  and  Captured  Property. 

Card,  Benjamin  C. 

Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-Geiierars  Office,  U.  S.  A 527 

Mentioned 474 

Carew,  JohnE.  Mentioned 1070 
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Carlin,  William  P. 

Corre.5p  on  deuce  with 

Buell,  George  P 692 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 323,336,410,434,462,906 

Miles,  David 20 

Mentioned 297,323,335, 

336,  348,  380,  401, 402,  409,  422, 449, 480,  481,  489, 490,  507, 517, 532, 533, 613, 
614,  634, 682  692,  705,  731,  741,  764,  799,  830,  878,  890,  921,  939,  949,  958,  959 
Carman,  Ezra  A. 

Assignment  to  command 685 

Assignment  to  command,  in  Special  Orders,  No.  40,  revoked 698 

Mentioned 685,  698 

Carmichael, . Mentioned 1345 

Carney,  Thomas.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Kansas,  Governor  of. 

Carolinas,  Campaign  of  the.  See  Campaign  of  the  Carolinas. 

Caroline,  Steamer.  Mentioned 250 

Carpenter,  Cyrus  C.  Mentioned 23, 146, 147,  933, 954 

Carpenter,  Elmen  N.  Mentioned 475 

Carpenter,  John  N.  Mentioned 1072 

Carroll,  John  J.  Mentioned 625 

Carroll,  Samuel  S.  Mentioned 660 

Carswell,  Nathaniel  A.  Mentioned 1099 

Carswell,  Reuben  W.  Mentioned 1071 

Carter, . Mentioned 1250 

Carter,  John  C.  Mentioned 1106,1107 

Carter,  Samuel  P. 

Assignment  to  command 895 

Corresj)ondence  with 

Cox,  Jacob  D 734, 964 

Halleck,  Henry  W 342 

Palmer,  Innis  N 498,  499 

Schofield,  John  M 293 

Mentioned 621,  638, 654, 697, 708,  723, 815,  895,  896,  911,  923,  942 

Carter,  Solon  A.  Mentioned 673 

Cary,  R.  Milton.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1232 

Case,  Henry.  Mentioned 366 

Casement,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Halleck,  Henry  W 304 

Schofield,  John  M 304 

Mentioned 213,  214,  294,  305,  316,  317,  439,  509 

Cassell,  John  A.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 229 

Catawba,  Steamer.  Mentioned 317 

Catterson,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 27, 132, 181,  377,  431,  476,  567,  954,  955 

Cavalry  Corps.  (Confederate.) 

Inspection  of.  Communication  from  John  G.  Devereux 1147 

Recommendations  for  promotions  in.  Communications  from  Joseph 

Wheeler 1102,1127 

Cecil,  G.  S.  Mentioned 1147,1148 

Chambliss,  N.  R.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1260 

Champion,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,250 

Champion,  A.  Mentioned 167 

Chandler,  Almon  N.  Mentioned 59 

Chapin,  William  P.  Mentioned 1213 


Chapman,  Henry.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  Wheeler. 
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Charles  Houghton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Charles,  William  E.  Mentioned 992,1073 

Charleston,  S.  C. 


Confederate  forces  evacuate,  Feb.  17, 1865. 
Communications  from 


Beauregard,  G.  T 1229 

Dahlgren,  John  A 473 

Davis,  Jefferson 1201 

Hatch,  John  P 484 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1223 

Taliaferro,  William  B 1195 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 499, 511 

Defense  of.  Communication  from  Gov^ernor  of  South  Carolina 1035 

Relief  of  destitute  in.  Communication  from  Stewart  L.  Woodford 711 

Union  forces  occupy,  Feb.  18, 1865. 

Communications  from 


Gillmore,  Quincy  A 483 

War  Department,  U.  S 526 

Newspaper  extract  concerning 659 

Charleston  and  Savannah  Railroad.  Defensive  works  on  the.  Communi- 
cation from  John  G.  Foster 75 

Chariot,  John  H.  Mentioned 167 

Charlotte,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 1228 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1193 

Charmer,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,246,250 

Chartin,  P.  De  L.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 34 

Chase,  Governor,  Steamer.  Mentioned 927 

Chatfield,  Harvey  S.  Mentioned 940 

Chatfield,  H.  Wihitney.  Mentioned 392 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1174, 1184, 1206, 1224, 1240, 1259 

Crews,  Charles  C 1261 

Hampton,  Wade 1261 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1146, 1170, 1177, 1198 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 1261, 1313 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1163 

Mentioned 480,  490,  491,  533,  652,  787, 

835,906,937,950,1043,1051,  1060,  1083,  1084,  1120,  1132,  1147,  1158,1170, 

1172, 1174,  1176, 1180,  1183,  1184,  1186,  1187,  1193,  1194,  1199,  1200,  1206, 

1207, 1209,  1219, 1221-1223, 1230,  1238,  1246,  1257,  1258,  1262,  1266,  1267, 

1269, 1271, 1272, 1274, 1275,  1278,  1282,  1285,  1286,  1297,  1316,  1319,  1321, 

1325, 1326,  1330,  1339,  1340,  1353,  1368,  1406,  1413,  1414,  1426,  1456,  1460 
Cheraw,  S.  C. 

Expedition  to  Florence  from  near.  See  Florence,  S.  C.  Expedition  from 
near  Cheraw  to,  March  4-6, 1865. 

Skirmishes  near. 


Feb.  28, 1865.  Communication  from  Frank  P.  Blair,  Jr 611 

March  5, 1865.  Communication  from  John  E.  Smith 688 

Union  forces  occupy,  March  3, 1865.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 666 

Howard,  Oliver  O 661 
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Chesnut,  James,  jr. 

Assignment  to  duty  1336, 1347 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generahs  Office,  C.  S.  A 1328, 1349, 1358 

War  Department,  C.  S 1043 

Mentioned 981,  984,  985, 1334, 1336, 1346, 1347 

Chesnut,  John.  Mentioned 1358, 1365, 1368-1370, 1381, 1405, 1406, 1425 

Chester,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and 

Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1228 

Chesterville,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  G.  T. 

Beauregard 1193 

Cheves,  Mrs.  Mentioned 1001 

Chickamauga,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 643,791 

Childs,  Frederick  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1250, 1264, 1265, 1289, 1292, 1294, 1303, 1315, 1319 

Currie,  L.W 1344 

Hardee,  William  J 1335 

Jackson,  John  K 1351 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1325, 1335 

Oladowski,  Hypolite 1099 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 1264 

Taylor,  Matthew  P 1344, 1351, 1352 

Mentioned 731, 1279, 1292, 1314, 1321, 1329, 1333 

Chilton,  Robert  H.  For  correspondence  as  Assistant,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 

Chipman, . Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 734 

Chisman,  Samuel  R.  Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1240, 1332, 1455 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1316 

Chisolm,  A.  R. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1140, 1166 

Mentioned 1141 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Chittenden,  Lucius  E.  Mentioned 167, 169 

Chittenden,  Simeon  B. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 563 

Mentioned 563 

Christopher,  Steamer.  Mentioned 520 

Church,  W.  L.  Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1026 

Cilley,  Clinton  A.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Darius  N.  Couch. 

Claassen,  Peter  J. 

Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 639 

Mentioned 625,  674,  708,  725,  750,  815,  816,  854,  884,  896 

Clara  Poe,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236, 238, 250 

Clare,  William. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1173 

Mentioned 1267 

Clark,  Jeremiah  S.  Mentioned 627 

Clark,  John  D.  Mentioned 701 

Clark,  William  T. 

Assumes  coniinand  of  1st  Brigade,  3d  Division,  15th  Army  Corps 138 

Correspondence  with  John  E.  Smith 159, 182,  288 

Mentioned 42, 117, 138, 159,  378,  399, 

407, 460,  504,  540,  648,  679,  740,  757,  782,  797, 875,  876, 888, 900,  916,  934, 974 
For  other  correspondence,  see  Oliver  0.  Howard, 
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Clarke,  H.  K.  Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 733 

Clarke,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Echols,  William  H 1001 

King  (Captain) 469 

Mentioned 1167 

Clarkson,  Floyd.  Mentioned 725,  815 

Clay,  Hiland  H.  Mentioned 15 

Clay,  Hugh  L.  Mentioned 1031 

Clayton,  Henry  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1179, 1185 

Palmer,  J oseph  B 1146 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1125 

Mentioned 1185, 1262, 1285, 1386, 1399, 1437 

Clayton,  William  Z.  Mentioned 17,462 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R.  Mentioned 1163, 1164, 1408 

Clement,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 240 

Mentioned 218,  239,  210,  243,  278,  283 

Clingman,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 875,1156,1259,1424,1462 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Clyde,  Rebecca,  Steamer.  Mentioned 168 

Clymer,  Meredith.  Mentioned 369 

Coan,  William  B.  Mentioned 498,  841 

Cobb,  Howell. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1005, 1030 

Gumming,  John  B 982 

Eustis,  James  B 1062 

Hardee,  William  J 1002 

War  Department,  C.  S 1055 

Mentioned 982,  983,  985,  998, 

1002,1003,  1007,  1041,  1055,  1059,  1065,  1152,  1172,  1273,  1316,  1441,  1445 
Cobb,  Lamar.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Howell  Cohh. 

Coffran,  L.  R.  Mentioned 220,  221,  223 

Cogdell,  D.  A.  Mentioned 1451 

Cogdell,  Daniel.  Mentioned 1068, 1155 

Cogswell,  William.  Mentioned 42,  832 

Cohen,  Isaac.  Mentioned 167 

Cohen,  Solomon. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 15 

Mentioned  . 6 

Coit,  W.  W.,  Steamer.  Mentioned ....  17, 114,  115,  202,  368,  710,  726,  792,  805,  806,  842 

Colbert,  Wallace  B.  Mentioned 1354-1356 

Colcock,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  wit'll 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr 1046 

Humes,  William  Y.  C 1029 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1010,  1011, 1022, 1033,  1036, 1041,  1049, 1054 

Mentioned 100, 172, 988, 

990,992,995,1015,1017,1029,1062,1067,  1081,  1087,  1175,  1183,  1197,  1421 

Cole,  A.  H.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1313, 1332 

Colonel  Bennett,  Steamer.  Mentioned 617,806 
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Colored  Troop.?.  Eecrnitrnent,  organization,  etc.,  of.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 28, 174,  175, 186,  209,  210 

Hatch,  John  P 212 

Sherman,  William  T 211 

Colquitt,  Alfred  H.  Mentioned 1156, 1424, 1462 

Coltart,  J.  G.  Mentioned 1057 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

Destruction  of  jiroperty  in  and  about.  Communication  from  Louis  E. 

Yorke 502 

Skirmishes  about,  Feb.  16-17, 1865.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1202,1208 

Corse,  John  M 460 

Hazen, William  B 448 

Union  forces  occupy,  Feb.  17, 1865. 

Communications  from 

Hazen,  William  P 459 

Hoke,  William  J 1215 

Logan,  John  A 458 

Smith,  Giles  A 462 

Smith,  John  E 459 

War  Department,  U.  S 499 

Woods,  Charles  R 457 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 472,  499 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Corresi)ondence  with  G.  T. 

Beauregard 1107 

Columbia,  S.  C.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard 485 

Colvan,  R.  H.  Mentioned 1249 

Colvin,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Hawley 947 

Mentioned 624 

Combahee  Ferry,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  5,  1865.  Communication  from 

John  P.  Hatch 314 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Granger,  G.  Frederick 427 

Grant,  U.S 306,493,559 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 372 

Porter,  David  D 324 

Schofield,  John  M 519 

Mentioned 403,  404,  426,  437,  524,  562,  660 

Conahan,  John  S.  Mentioned 623 

Confederate  Troops. 

Mentioned. 

Cavalry— /?e^//77e/7fs;  3d,  1071;  8th,  1071,  1283;  10th,  1071, 1096, 1301. 
Engineers— /?e5r//ne/7fs  : 2d,  1156. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Ist  Foreign,*  1073. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

North  Carolina,  De})artment  of 1154-1156, 1408,  1424, 1460, 1462 

South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Department  of 984,  992, 

1024-1026, 1032, 1047, 1053, 1069-1073, 1084,  1145, 
1205,  1282,  1285,  1333, 1386,  1397, 1408, 1460, 1461 
Tennessee,  Army  of 1084,  1262, 1285, 1386, 1408, 1437, 1460, 1462 


^Afterwards  Tucker’s  Eegiment. 
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Congaree  Creek,  S.  C.  Skirmisli  at,  Feb.  15,1865.  Communications  from 


Dibrell,  George  G 1213 

Hazen,  William  B 432 

Woods,  Charles  R 430, 431 

Congaree  River,  S.  C.  Skirmisli  at.  See  Bates’  Ferry,  Congaree  Biver,  S.  C. 

Skirmish  at,  Feh.  15,  1865. 

Conklin,  Jame.s  T. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard 127, 158 

Mentioned 91, 128,  202,  893,  972,  974 


Connecticut,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War.  Department.  U.  S 526 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments : 1st,  656,657;  1st  (Batteries),  B,  G,  498,  594, 

625;  L,  483,498,594,625. 

Infantry — Regiments : 5th,  95 ; 6th,  7th,  624 ; 9th,  627 ; 13th,  627, 821, 837 ; 

15th,  625,638,896;  16th,  626;  17th,  627. 

Conner,  James.  Mentioned 418, 467,  468,  991,  997,  999, 1000, 1009, 1016, 

1069,  1141,  1145,  1167,  1175,  1181,  1282,  1285,  1333,  1395,  1397,  1461, 1462 


Connor,  Bryan.  Mentioned 1205 

Conway,  Captain.  Mentioned 987 

Cony,  Samuel.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Maine,  Governor  of. 

Cook,  Gustave.  Mentioned 1072 

Cooley,  Alfred.  Mentioned 628 

Cooper,  Captain.  Mentioned 1105 

Cooper,  James.  Correspondence  with  Archer  Anderson 1441, 1446 

Cooper,  John  S.  Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 777 

Cooper,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 258,623 


Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned 980,  984, 988,  991, 1005, 1016, 1019, 1022, 1036, 1045, 

1048,  1051,  1055,  1104,  1156,  1159,  1164,  1166,  1172,  1204,  1346, 1390, 1391 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Coosawhatchie,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with 


William  T.  Sherman 185 

Cora  S.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,  238, 242,  250 

Corbin,  John.  Mentioned 303 

Cornyn,  John  W.  Mentioned 429 

Corse,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  Robert  N 159,  295,  918 

Benjamin,  Henry  R 295 


Hurlbut,  Frederick  J 133, 160,  321,  571,  631,  689,  717,  918 

Logan,  John  A 71,  346,  379,  388,  400,  407,  420,  433,  460,  487, 

515,  528,  530,  540,  549,  568,  570,  586,  610,  630,  648,  665,  679,  688,  702,  716,  729, 
757,  758,  782,  810,  811,  826,  847,  863,  864,  876,  889,  901,  915,  916,  933,  935,  955 


Osterhaus,  Peter  J 9, 23 

Rice,  Elliott  W 702,  759,  917 

Sherman,  William  T 332 

Woods,  Charles  R 611 

Mentioned 20, 


42,  71, 91,  98, 103,  114, 115, 117-119, 130, 133, 137, 144, 149,  287,  343,  350,  373, 
374,  376,  387,  406, 419,  429, 430,  459,  460,  477,  486,  503, 505,  513,  514,  548, 569, 
585,  587,  611,  628,  629,  632,  644-646,  649,  663,  678,  679,  715,  727,  738,  754,  756, 
779-781,  796,  827,  845,  846,  862, 863,  870,  874,  876,  898,  899,  914,  916,  917,  974 


Cosby,  Captain.  Mentioned 1020 

Cosmopolitan,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14, 202,  314 
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Cotton.  Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 1119 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 967 

Hardee,  William  J 1105 

Hatch,  John  P 857, 868 

Sherman,  William  T 5 

War  Department,  C.  S 1032 

War  Department,  U.  S 37 

Woodford,  Stewart  L 642 

Couch,  Darius  N. 

Assumes  command  of  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  23d  Army  Corps 620 

Correspondence  with 

McLean,  Nathaniel  C 912 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 232,  267,  272 

Schofield,  John  M 580, 694,  751,  773,  816,  839, 883,  912, 977 

Mentioned 135, 

216, 232,  236, 237,  257, 258, 262, 263,  267,  268, 270, 274,  281,  282,  607,  620,  623, 
693,  722,  726,  743,  744,  747,  766-770,  772,  773,  790, 803, 814,  818,  840,  853, 910 

Courteney,  William  A.  Mentioned 1125 

Cowpen  Ford,  Little  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feh.  6,  1865. 

Communication  from  Oliver  O.  Howard 319 

Cox,  Jacob  D. 

Assignment  to  command 579 

Assumes  command  of  District  of  Beaufort 637 

Correspondence  with 

Austin,  Adoniram 770 

Barriger,  John  W 707 

Carter,  Samuel  P 734,  964 

Chipman, 734 

Clarke,  H.  K 733 

Henderson,  Thomas  J 496,  524,  536 

Kimball,  Amos  S 707,  724,  749,  770 

Lowman  (Captain) 838 

Moore,  Orlando  H 497 

Palmer,  Innis  N 708,  725,  734,  749-751,  771-773,  789 

Rhind,  Alexander  C 696,  707,  725,  770,  789,  802, 814,  815,  838, 854 

Ruger,  Thomas  H 707 

Savage,  James  W 748,  773,  853,  854,  867, 923 

Schofield,  John  M 131, 

439, 455,  471,  472,  482,  483, 494-496,  509,  520-523,  561,  580, 607,  620,  654,  683, 
722-724,  747,  748,  769,  770,  788,  801,  802,  814,  815,  837,  853,  883,  963,  964 

Stewart,  Charles  H 684, 839 

Van  Dyne,  John  B 725 

Wright,  William  W 706,  724,  734,  749, 883 

Mentioned 135,  293, 

384,  403, 470,  471, 492,  493,  497,  520,  524,  535,  536,  559,  560,  579-581,  594,  607, 
619,  620,  636, 684,  693-695,  697,  722,  725,  726,  743, 751,  771,  773,  793,  803,  806, 
814,  816, 818,  834, 839, 853,  895,  910,  960, 961,  964, 1354, 1358, 1372, 1373, 1375 

Relieved  from  command  of  District  of  Beaufort 895 

Staff.  Announcements  of 214,  637 

Cox,  John.  Mentioned 38 

Cox,  Theodore.  Mentioned 581,  637, 852 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G,,  see  Jacob  D.  Cox. 
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Cox’s  Bridge,  Neuse  River,  N.  C. 

Skirmish  at,  March  23,  1865.  Communications  from 

Black,  William 1459 

Hampton,  Wade 1457, 1458 

Law,  Evander  M 1459 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1459 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  March  19-20,  1865.  Communications  from 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1439 

Smith,  John  E * 900,  916 

Craft,  Hiram.  Mentioned 120 

Crane,  H.  A.  Mentioned 167 

Cranston,  Henry.  Mentioned 1149, 1260 

Crapo,  Henry  H.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Michigan,  Governor  of.  ^ 

Cravens,  June  E.  Mentioned 494 

Crawford,  Francis  C Mentioned 15 

Crenshaw,  Captain.  Mentioned 1371,1450 

Creole,  Steamer.  Mentioned 294,  498 

Crescent,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,202 

Creswell,  Charles  M.  Correspondence  with  Henry  Seahrook 469 

Crews,  Charles  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1330 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F 1261 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1105, 1106, 1113, 1123 

Terrett,  B.  A 1200 

Mentioned 980, 1072, 1097, 

1109,  1123,  1128,  1132,  1133,  1136,  1147,  1148,  1209,  1214,  1261,1415,1417 

Crocker,  Marcellus  M.  Mentioned 660 

Cronan,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 267,270 

Mentioned .* 280 

Crook,  George.  Mentioned 807 

Croom,  Allen.  Mentioned 1155 

Crosman,  Alexander  F.  Mentioned 292 

Cross, . Mentioned 1184 

Cross,  J.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  S.  Parker 1234, 1235 

Mentioned 1234, 1243 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  F.  Hoke. 

Cross,  Osborn.  Correspondence  with 

Halleck,  Henry  W 127 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 244 

Croton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Cruft,  Charles.  Mentioned 969 

Cumming,  Alfred,  Mentioned 1101,1125,1144,1262,1285,1456,1462 

Cumming,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Cobh,  Howell 982 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1113,1123 

Mentioned 983, 984, 1019, 1041, 1053, 1105, 1114, 1177, 1323 

Cumming.s,  Emory. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 790 

Mentioned 625 
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Cunningham,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1319 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1393 

Mentioned 1242, 1393 

Cunningham,  G.  W.  Mentioned 1003 

Curly,  Thomas.  Mentioned 47 

Currie,  L.  W.  Correspondence  with  Frederick  L.  Childs 1344 

Curtin,  Andrew  G.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Pennsylvania,  Governor  of. 

Curtis,  W.  F.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,238,246,250 

Curtiss,  Frank  S.  Mentioned 655,674 

Cuthbert,  James  E. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1083, 1089 

Mentioned 1083 

Daggett,  Rufus.  Mentioned 404,561,624,965 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 17,  32,  65, 352 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 413,  424,  525, 533 

Hatch,  John  P 292 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 473 

Sherman,  William  T 21,  67, 122, 137, 156,  328 

Woodford,  Stewart  L 604,  929 

Mentioned 7,  49,  97, 104, 136, 140, 151, 154, 162,  335,  353,  412,  534, 576, 804 

Dai  Ching,  U.  S.  S Mentioned 122, 140, 151, 156, 162 

Dalton,  John  C.  Mentioned 927 

Dana,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 215,  227,  231,  232, 237, 277 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Secretary,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Daniel,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 1019, 1053, 1069, 120.5, 1461 

Daniel  Webster,  Steamer.  Mentioned 130 

Daniell,  Charles.  Mentioned .* 992,1071 

Daniels,  Nahum.  Mentioned 622, 623 

Darby,  John  T. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  P,  Stewart 1442 

Mentioned 1326 

Darden,  Captain.  Mentioned 1303 

Darden,  Alfred  M.  Mentioned 1155 

Darling,  Moses  O.  Mentioned 626 

Davant,  Richard  J.,  jr.  Mentioned 1403 

Davidson,  Tug.  Mentioned 801,  813,  817,  821 

Davies,  Henry  E,  Mentioned 564 

Davis,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 418 

Davis,  Elijah  G.  Mentioned 586 

Davis,  Jeff.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 980 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1078, 1083, 1084, 1086, 1090, 1201, 1238, 1246, 1258, 1266 

Bragg,  Braxton 1088,1137,1328 

Campbell,  John  A 1189 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1229, 1258 

Florida,  Governor  of 1021 

Georgia,  Governor  of 1015, 1038 

Gibbes,  Robert  Wilson 999 

Hampton,  Wade 1207 
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Davis,  Jefferson — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J 997, 999-1001, 1003, 1014, 1078, 1122, 1157, 1181, 1204 

Hunter,  Robert  M.  T 1189 

Lee,  Robert  E 1120, 1222, 1237, 1266, 1384 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1240 

Phelan,  James 1303 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 991, 1018, 1035 

Stephens,  Alexander  H 1189 

Tucker,  John  R 1014, 1022 

War  Department,  C.  S 1222 

Mentioned 4,  59,  87, 155,  328,  980,  985, 1003, 1008, 1022, 

1023,  1045,  1083,  1086,  1088,  1104,  1121,  1129,  1140,  1166,  1174, 1188, 1189, 
1192,  1194,  1204,  1222,  1237,  1241,  1250,  1251,  1253,  1254,  1286,  1297, 1450 

Opinion  of,  concerning  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1304 

Davis,  Jefferson  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Baird,  Absalom 73,  365,  381,  462 

Buell,  George  P 705 

Carlin,  William  P 323,336,410,434,462,906 

Day,  William  H 390 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 451,592 

Morgan,  .7 ames  D 134, 

139,  336,  348,  402,  435, 553,  614,  634, 650, 651,  669,  682,  719,  732,  741,  921,  939 
Slocum,  Henry  W. . 73, 85, 100, 199,  322,  348,  365,  380, 422,  434,  480, 543,  573, 589, 
590,  600,  633,  634,  668,  692,  732,  741,  764,  799, 812,  877,  890,  906,  920,  938,  958 

Mentioned 12,  36, 59,  62,  64,  81,  82,  85, 91,  94, 

95, 103, 107, 118,  123,  130, 133,  136, 139, 143, 144, 148,  149,  151, 182, 184, 192, 
299,  323,  332,  335,  336,  338,  343,  348-351,  358,  364,  365,  373,  381-383, 395, 401, 
402, 409,  410,  434,  435, 462,  481,  488,  489, 513,  518,  519,  538, 547,  553,  554,  573, 
582,  589,  592,  601-603,  612,  614,  615, 622,  628,  633,  650,  652,  661, 668-671,  691, 
693,  704,  705,  721,  762,  765,  785,  798,  829, 835,  871,  878,  885, 886,  891, 902, 909, 
915,  921,  938,  939,  957,  958,  969,  1020,  1043-1045,  1056,  1061,  1078,  1091, 
1104,  1172,  1185,  1220,  1248,  1288,  1297,  1317,  1325,  1329,  1331,  1335, 1337, 
1375,  1407,  1409-1411,  1416,  1428,  1430-1432,  1438-1441,  1457,  1458,  1460 

Staff.  Announcement  of 125 

Davis,  John  H.  Mentioned 99, 106 

Davis,  R.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Moses  W.  Hannon 1039, 1045 

Mentioned 1072 

Dawson, . Mentioned 609 

Dawson,  J.  Mentioned 1155 


Day,  Nicholas  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Easton,  Langdon  C 819 

Schofield,  George  W 769 

Mentioned 627 

Day,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned 627 

Day,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  C.  Davis 390 


Dayton,  Lewis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Poe,  Orlando  M 123 

Sherman,  William  T 395 

Mentioned - 17,  298,  537 


For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  William  T.  Sherman. 


1502 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Dean,  Enoch,  Steamer 202 

Dearing, . Mentioned 1113 

Deas,  Zachariah  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1101, 1106 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1137 

Mentioned 1061, 1101, 1103, 1107,  1125, 1126,  1128, 1134, 1136, 1147,  1262, 1285 

Decatur,  Stephen,  Steamer.  Mentioned  222,  235,  243,  250 

Dechert,  Robert  P.  Mentioned 93 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alpheus  S.  Williams;  also  Henry 

W.  Slocum. 

Delafield,  Richard.  Mentioned 324,  582 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A. 

Delaware,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,202,313,355,556,641 

Delmotte,  Adolphus.  Mentioned 39 

Denning,  Maria,  Steamer.  Mentioned 235, 236 

Denny,  John  P.  Mentioned 624 

De  Pass,  W.  L.  Mentioned 992, 1071 

De  Rosset,  Armand  L.  Mentioned 1155 

Deserters.  Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 1302 

Lee,  Robert  E 1270, 1353 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1312 

War  Department,  C.  S 1296 

Desha,  Joseph.  Mentioned 1150 

Deslonde,  E.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1373 

Mentioned 1290 

Des  Moines,  Steamer.  Mentioned 222,256 

De  Treville,  Robert.  Mentioned 1409 

Devereux,  John  G.  Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s 

Office,  C.S.  A 1147 

Diamond,  Steamer.  Mentioned * 534 

Dibrell,  George  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1318 

Breckinridge,  William  C.  P 1418, 1434 

Hampton,  Wade 1418, 1433 

McLaws,  Lafayette 994 

Wheeler,  Joseph 988, 

990,  994-996, 1007, 1015, 1018, 1037, 1042, 1075, 1097, 1213, 1283, 1404 

Mentioned 372,  980, 1000, 1020, 1072, 1080, 1096, 1102, 

1123,  1127,  1186,  1237,  1349,  1404,  1415,  1418,  1420,  1421,  1435,  1438,  1452 

Dickert,  Captain.  Mentioned 1037, 1087 

Dickinson,  John  P.  Mentioned 1148 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W.  Correspondence  Avith 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 354 

Scott,  Gustavus  H 353,  354 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alexander  Schimmelfennig. 

Dickison,  John  J.  Mentioned 595, 1389, 1390, 1449 

Dickson,  Henry.  Mentioned 1069, 1155 

Dix,  John  A.  Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.S 643 

War  Department,  U.  S ‘ 526,  536,  581,  979 
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Dixon,  David.  Mentioned 99 

Doan,  Thomas.  Mentioned 849 

Dobbs,  S.  P.  Mentioned 1071 

Dockery,  General.  Mentioned 1339 

Doctor  Thompson,  Steamer.  Mentioned 1126 

Dodge,  George  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Quartermaster- General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A •. 392,  393,  579,  778 

Reid,  Robert  W 884 

' Schofield,  John  M 384,  438,  519, 520,  683,  745,  852,  943 

Sherman,  William  T 807, 835 

Mentioned 393,  439,  454,  745,  746,  799, 821,  839,  845,  861,  867,  893,  946,  978 

Dodge,  Rowland  L.  Mentioned 508 

Doherty,  J.  W.  Mentioned 248 

Donaldson,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 224,  227 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 225,  227 

Mentioned 236 

Donnellau,  John  W.  Mentioned 625 

Dorman,  J.  B.  Mentioned 1291 

Douglass,  John  C.  Mentioned 14 

Dow,  Tristram  T.  Mentioned 581,  637,  723,  734,  802 

Downer,  Edward.  Mentioned 624 

Downey,  William  A.  Mentioned 192,  480, 622 

Downs,  H.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 231 

Mentioned : 221,  227,  233,  237 

Dozier, . Correspondence  with  J.  Griffin 466 

Drain,  Henry  M.  Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 594 

Drane,  Henry.  Mentioned 1243 

Draper,  Simeon. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 80 

Mentioned 35,  36 

Dunbar,  Gilbert  E.  Mentioned 554,590,591 

Duncan,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 128 

Duncan,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 625, 966 

Duncan,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard 608 

Mentioned 547, 608, 611,  644, 661, 686,  699,  713, 870, 871, 880 

Dunham,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned 992,1073 

Dunn,  William  M.,  jr.  Mentioned 869,  969 

Dustin,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Ward 86,  96, 120 

Mentioned 1001 

Duvall,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 418 

Dyer,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned •.. . .546,  562,  582 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A. 

Earle,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1016 

Mentioned 992,1053,1070,1333 

Early,  Jubal  A.  Mentioned 325,784 

Earnest,  Cyrus  A.  Mentioned 477 

Easton,  David  J.  Mentioned 86,  96 
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Easton,  Langdon  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Day,  Nicholas  W 819 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A .* 574,  658 

Howard,  Oliver  O 4 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 8,  473 

Schofield,  George  W 767,  768 

Schofield,  John  M 744-746,  804,  836,  837,  850,  851,  893 

Sherman,  \V illiam  T 4,  29, 117, 123,  795,  970 

Mentioned 5-7, 16,  35, 36^  63-65,416- 

118, 125, 137, 143, 157, 186,  201, 202, 211,  313, 440, 443,  475,  556,  727,  737,  745, 
746,  769, 807, 813, 835,  840,  842, 857, 881,  892-895,  910,  911,  923,  943,  951,  969 

Baton,  Amos  B.  Mentioned 253,  255, 442,  443 

Eaton,  Jacob.  Mentioned 946 

Echo  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,  238,  250 

Echols,  John.  Mentioned 442 

Echols,  R.  J. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1445 

Mentioned 1247 

Echols,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Clarke,  John  J 1001 

Hall,F.M 1159 

Mentioned 469 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 205 

Edgerly,  Jonathan  H.  Mentioned 946 

Bdisto  Railroad  Bridge,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7,  1865.  Communications 

from  Giles  A.  Smith 334 

Edisto  River,  S.  C.  See  Walker^s,  or  Valley  Bridge,  Edisto  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish 
at,  Eel).  8,  1865. 

Edmonds,  Colonel.  Mentioned 1065 

Edmonds,  James  E.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  P.  Carlin. 
Edmonston,  James  N. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1343 

Mentioned 1412,1413 

Edwards,  Alanson  W.  Mentioned 115 

Edwards,  Arthur. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 221,  227,  232, 236,  249 

Mentioned 215,  219,  221,  232-234, 237, 238,  256 

Edwards,  Nathaniel  M.  Mentioned 605 

Edwin  Lewis,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Elder,  Charles  A.  Correspondence  with 

McKenzie,  George  W 1043 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1080 

Eliza  Hancox,  Steamer.  Mentioned 884 

Ella  May,  Steamer.  Mentioned 770,  802, 813-815, 837 

Elliott,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 466, 1142 

Elliott,  Allan  V.  Mentioned 369 

Elliott,  Robert  W.  B.  Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1053 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Lafayette  McLaws. 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J 1142 

Taliaferro,  William  B 1142, 1195 

Warley,  F.  F 1142 

Mentioned 984, 1070, 1085, 1122, 1386, 1402 
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Ellis,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 1069, 1155 

Ellis,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 1072 

Elzey,  Ainold. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1136, 1145 

Mentioned 1208,  1322, 1323’  1411 

Kelieved  from  duty  as  chief  of  artillery  in  Army  of  Tennessee 1208 

Emerald,  Steamer.  Mentioned 213,  250 

Emma  Floyd,  Steamer.  Mentioned 255 

Emperor,  Steamer.  Mentioned 231-236 

Emperor,  Steamer,  Captain  of.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 236 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Corresjioiidence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1108,  1331 

Bragg,  Braxton 1110 

Davis,  Jefferson 1229, 1258 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 1064 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 372 

Grant,  U.S 526 

Enoch  Dean,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Eolus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 138,  791,  817,  815,  927 

Ernst,  Franklin. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 242,  246,  256 

Mentioned 222 

Erwin,  Joseph.  Mentioned 1053 

Escort,  Steamer.  Mentioned 122,  607 

Este,  George  P.  Mentioned 136,  849 

Estes,  Lewellyn  G.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Jiidsou  Kilpatricl'. 

Eustis,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Ayer,W.  F , 1112 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1422, 1449 

Brent,  George  William 1059, 1060, 1064, 1133, 1164, 1174,  1203, 1223, 1273 

Cohb,  Howell 1062 

Peyton,  James  T 1077 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 1133 

Tyler,  Robert  C 1086 

Willis,  Edward 1112 

Mentioned 1412 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Evan.s,  Nathan  G. 

Assignment  to  duty 1204 

Mentioned 1201, 1353 

Evans,  Richard  W.  Mentioned 1155 

Evans,  W.  A.  Mentioned 1155 

Evans,  William  E.  Mentioned 1289 

Evans,  William  G.  Mentioned 609 

Evans  & Cogswell.  Mentioned .500 

Evarts,  William  M.  Mentioned 561 

Everett,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 625 

Everett,  Edward.  Mentioned 169 

Everett,  Edward  F.  Mentioned 895 

Everts,  Louis  H.  Mentioned 30 

For  correspondence  as  A.  .\.  G.,  see  John  M.  Corse. 
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Ewell,  Richard  S.  IMeutioncd 500 

Ewing,  Charles,  ]\I«'utioued 59,871 

Ewing,  E.  H. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1060 

Mentioned 1060 

Ewing,  Hugh.  Mentioned 501,  564 

Fairchild,  Cassius.  Mentioned 161, 

173,  208,  297,  310,  479,  542,  553,  600,  703,  719,  741,  762,  798,  829,  849,  903,  975 

Fairleigh,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 623 

Fairly,  John  S.  Mentioned 1302 

Falconer,  Kinloch. 

Correspondence  with  George  William  Brent 1281 

Mentioned 1267 

Falling  Creek,  K.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  17,  1865.  Comniiinication  from 

Jacob  D.  Cox 883 

Fannie,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,  202 

Fannie  Brandies,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,238,250 

Fanny  Gilbert,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,  250 

Farragut,  David  G.  Mentioned 564 

Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Reconnaissance  to  Black  River  from,  on  Goldsborough  road.  Sec  JiiacJc 
River,  X.  C.  Recon iiaissance  from  Fayetteville  on  the  Goldshorouyh 
road  to,  March  14,  1865. 

Reconnaissance  to  Silver  Run  Creek  from,  on  Raleigh  road.  i6ce  Silver 
Ran  Creeh,N.  C.  Reconnaissance  from  Fayetteville  on  the  Raleiyh 
road  to,  March  14, 1865. 

Ciiiou  forces  occupy,  ISIarch  11, 1865.  Communications  from 

Howard,  Oliver  O 791 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1374 

Sherman,  William  T 790 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  of  Cavalry  at.  Correspondence 

with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1344 

Fearing,  Benjamin  D.  Mentioned 42,64,94 

Featherston,  Winfield  S.  Mentioned 1177, 1273 

Feilden,  H.  W.  Mentioned 1451 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Fenton,  Reuben  E.  Mentioned 564 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Xew  York,  Governor  of. 

Ferguson,  Major.  Mentioned 806 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1133, 1200 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1058 

Mentioned 352,  396,  980, 1004,  1012, 1020,  1027-1029, 1042, 1647, 

1068,  1072,  1109,  1114,  1127,  1129,  1132,  1133,  1148,  1152,  1187,  1194,  1200 

Ferry,  Albert.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  C.  S 1184 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Fessenden,  William  Pitt.  Mentioned 53,  674,  858 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Treasury  Department,  U.  S. 

Financier,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,246,250 

Finney,  Captain.  Mentioned 1184 


INDEX. 


1507 


Page. 

Fiser,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

McLaws,  Lafayette 986, 1049 

Wylly,  Charles  S 1008 

Mentioned 984,  992, 1053, 1069, 1145, 1167, 1175, 1183, 1282, 1284,  1285, 1333, 1397 

Fishbnrn’s  Plantation,  near  Lane’s  Bridge,  Little  Salkeliatchie  River, 

S.  C.  Action  at,  Feb.  6,  1865.  Communication  from  John  A. 

Logan 320 

Fisher,  Fort.  See  Fort  Fisher. 

Fitzgerald,  John  Mentioned 206 

Fitzhugh,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 1195 

Fletcher,  Thomas  C.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Missouri,  Governor  of. 

Florence,  Steamer.  Mentioned 234,236 

Florence,  S.  C.  Expedition  from  near  Cherawto,  and  skirmishes,  March  4-6, 

1865.  Communication  from  John  A.  Logan 699 

Florida. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 


Jones,  Samuel 1449 

Miller,  William 983, 1005 

Military  Department  embracing 991 

0])erations  in.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 165 

Jones,  Samuel 1389,1390 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P 142,  315 

Florida,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis • 1021 

Florida  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  Milton  {Batteries)  A,  992,  1073;  B,  992,  1070; 

Batteries : Kilcrease,  992, 1073 ; Leon,  992. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  5th,  1073;  Commissary,  1390.  Companies:  Chis- 
olm’s, 1073.  Regiments:  2d,  1073. 

Floyd,  Emma,  Steamer.  Mentioned 255 

Foard,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 1121 

Forbes,  William  T.  Mentioned 95 

Force,  Manning  F. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 56, 

99, 100, 124, 129, 173, 183, 197,  208,  289,  296,  322,  390,  461,  532,  552, 
572,  573,  588, 589, 599,  600,  612,  680,  690,  703,  741,  784,  865,  918,  957 

Mentioned 14,  44, 56,  93, 148, 160, 161, 172, 180, 183, 197,  206-208,  289, 

296,  309,  310,  322,  334,  347, 363,  380,  385,  386,  390,  400,  409,  421,  422, 434,  448, 
461, 478, 487, 506, 516,  532, 542,  550-552, 571, 572,  588,  599,  650,  666,  690,  703, 
718,  731,  740, 759,  761,  797,  828, 848,  865,  876, 877,  889,  890,  903,  956,  975, 1046 

Ford,  Hobart.  Mentioned 214, 581,  637 

Ford,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Ben  wood,  W.  Va.,  Railroad  Agent  at 261 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 241, 

245,  251,  252,  254,  259-263,  265,  268,  270-272,  274,  276,  277,  283 

Smitli,  William  Prescott 268 

Mentioned 246,  253,  264,  266,  271,  274,  277,  283 

Forney,  John  H.  Mentioned 1307 

Forno,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  F.  Hoke 1171 

Mentioned 1121.1187 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.  Mentioned 103,  595,  1172 
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Forsyth;  James  W.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Philip  H. 
Sheridan. 

Fort,  Greenbury  L. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Logan 13,  47,  287,  898,  932,  954 

Mentioned 23, 115, 146,  824,  827 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C. 

Action  at,  Feb.  18, 1865.  Newspaper  extract  concerning 500 

Capture  of,  Feb.  19, 1865.  Communications  from 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 493 

Schofield,  John  M 492,495 

Port  Fisher,  N.  C.  Assault  and  capture  of,  Jan.  15,  1865.  Communications 
from  .Ts. 

Bragg,  Braxton 1008 

F oster,  J ohn  G 74 

Thomas,  Charles  W 83 

Fort  Sumter,  S.  C.  Restoration  of  the  flag  of  the  Union  on.  Commnnica-  ’ 

tions  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 512 

War  Department,  U.  S 979 

Foster,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 209 

Foster,  John  G. 

Assumes  command  of  District  of  North  Carolina 66 

Congratulatory  Orders 338 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 51,74 

• Burger,  William  L.  M 52 

Dahlgren,  John  A 17,  32,  65,  352 

Fox,  Charles  B 66, 188 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 367 

Grant,  U.S 210,299,423 

Grover,  Cuvier 126, 130, 152, 174, 189,  315 

Halleck,  Henry  W 27,  28,  31,  57,  210,  423 

Halsted,  O.  S.,  jr 58 

Hatch,  John  P 52,  66, 109, 152,  301,  314,  368 

Howard,  Oliver  O 14,  52,  57,  75,  86,  291 

Kozlay,  Eugene  A 314 

Littlefield,  Milton  S 175, 187 

Palmer,  Innis  N 112, 165, 175,  356 

Potter,  Edward  E 141,  302,  368 

Prince,  Henry .* 314 

Robinson,  Thomas  J 392 

Saxton,  Rufus 15,  87, 109, 115,  300,  313,  368 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P 78, 142, 165 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 23,  45,  48, 109,  301,  314,  326,  353 

Schofield,  John  M 176,302,454 

Severance,  T.  C 153 

Sherman,  William  T 23,  57,  65,  74, 

96, 125,  134, 140, 150-152, 162,  163.  185, 186,  201,  211,  312,  315,  338,  556,  804 

Terry,  Alfred  H 113,114 

Thomas,  Charles  W 313 

War  Department,  U.  S 209 

Mentioned 3,  6,  7,  9, 14,  15,  18,  23,  32,  33,  45,  52-54,  56,  58,  66,  68-70,  77, 

81,  87,  89,  90, 103, 104, 108, 109,  111,  115, 136, 137, 141, 142,  144, 152, 154, 156, 
157, 164, 165, 171, 174, 175, 178, 179, 187, 188, 193,  202-204,  212,  301,  302,  306, 
313-315,  318,  326,  328,  335,  338,  340,  341,  356,  368,  370,  411-413,  436,  440,  452, 
464,  465,  500,  547,  712,  800,  856,  966,  984,  1012,  1033, 1034,  1037, 1066, 1220 
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Foster,  John  G.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 18 

Fountain,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Fox,  Charles  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 66, 188 

Mentioned 44,  326,  617,  626 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  Mentioned 16.5 

Francis,  James.  Mentioned 95 

Frankie,  Jones.  Mentioned 626 

Fraser,  John,  & Co.  Mentioned 1091 

Frazier,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202,351,355 

Frazier,  Garrison.  Mentioned 38-41 

Frederick, . Mentioned 1125,1369 

Frederick,  A.  J.  Mentioned 1073 

Frederick  the  Great.  Mentioned 1308 

Freeman,  David  W.  Mentioned 701 

Fremont,  Sewall  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1233,1303,1378 

Terry,  Alfred  H 913 

Mentioned 913 

French, . Mentioned 187 

French,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned 1059,1078,1286 

French,  S.  B.  Correspondence  with  S.  V.  Reid 1350 

French,  William  F.  Mentioned 11.55 

Fretwell,  J.  R.  Correspondence  with  Lawrence  S.  Baker 1315 

Fritz,  Steinborn.  Mentioned 65 

Fry,  Birkett  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1109, 1184,  1232, 1383, 1400, 1423 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1030,1058,1063 

Mentioned 31,  395, 1057, 1218, 1260, 1273, 1323, 1384, 1399, 1412,  1423, 1455 

Fulton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 152,465 

Gage,  Joseph  S. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 72 

Mentioned 72,  92,  93 

Gaillard,  Christopher.  Mentioned 992 

Gaillard,  Peter  C. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  F.  Hoke 1228 

Mentioned 11.55,1234 

Gaines,  A.  S.  Mentioned 1462 

Gaines,  William.  Mentioned 38 

Gale,  Samuel  C. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 241,  245,  249,  252,  255-257,  265 

Mentioned 246 

Gale,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with  Malcolm  Morse 1133 

Mentioned 1133 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alexander  P.  Stewart. 

Galvin,  Patrick  G.  Mentioned 147 

Gamble,  Robert  H.  Mentioned 992 

Gammell,  John.  Mentioned 167 

Gantt,  P.  Hay.  Mentioned 1156 

Garber,  Michael  C.  Mentioned 46,  83,  822,  829,  845,  971 

Gardner,  Franklin.  Mentioned 1307,1308 
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Gardner,  George  A.  Mentioned 

Gaiiington,  A.  C. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1266 

Mentioned 1238,1245,1265,1361 

Garrason,  Alonzo.  Mentioned 1344 

Garrett,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 280 

War  Department,  U.  S 153,  204 

Mentioned 218,  245,  277 

Gatlin,  Richard  C.  Mentioned 1372,1396 

Gavitt,  Albert  L.  Mentioned 733 

Geary,  John  W. 

Correspondence  witli 

Asmusseu,  Charles  W 350 

Howard,  Oliver  O 866,  872,  891,  892 

Sherman,  William  T 10,  337,  349,  907 

Slocnm,  Henry  W 134,  291,  299,  337 

Summers,  Moses 879 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 85, 


130,  200,  350,  366,  435,  482,  518,  592,  602,  651,  786,  879,  907,  908 

Mentioned 16,  42,  62, 81,  82,  87,  95, 130, 

137, 149, 167, 184,  295,  298,  322,  332,  335,  348-350,  358,  364,  365,  381, 391, 402, 
411,  423,  435,  449,  463,  481,  489,  507,  516,  517,  543,  553,  554,  59o”  592,  601,  614, 
635,  669,  670,  705,  706,  720, 743,  765,  785,  831, 862,  885, 886,  905,  940,  959,  975 

Geise,  Frank.  Mentioned 557 

General  Hooker,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202,  806 

General  Lee,  Steamer.  Mentioned 96, 121,  202 

General  Shepley,  Steamer.  Mentioned 768,  837 

General  Sherman,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14 

George,  M.  B.  Mentioned 1125 

George  Leary,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,202,205 

Georgia. 

Military  Department  embracing 991 


Union  sentiment  in 

Georgia,  Army  of.  (Union.) 

Orders,  series  1865 — Slocum:  Jan.  19,  94.  Williams:  Feb.  1,  200;  Feb.  2, 
208;  Feb.  3,  290;  Feb.  4,  298;  Feb.  5,  311;  Feb.  6,  323;  Feb. 
7,  337;  Feb.  8,  349;  Feb.  10,  381;  Feb.  11,  391;  Feb.  13,  411; 
Feb.  14,  423;  Feb.  15,  435;  Feb.  16,  449;  Feb.  17,  463;  Feb. 
18,481;  Feb.  19,  489;  Feb.  20,  507;  Feb.  21,  517;  Feb.  23, 
543;  Feb.  24,  553;  Feb.  26,  592;  Feb.  27,  601;  Feb.  28,  614; 
March  1,  635 ; March  3,  669 ; March  6,  705,  706 ; March  7,  720 ; 
March  9,  743;  March  10,765;  March  14,831;  March  15,850; 
March  18,891;  March  21,939,940;  March  22,959;  March 
23  (two),  975. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865 — Baird : March  15, 849.  Davis  : Feb.  28, 613 ; 

March  21,  938.  Williams:  No.  4,  184;  Jan.  10,  33;  Jan.  16, 
64;  Feb.  1,  199;  March  3,  670;  March  14,  830. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Slocum:  No.  5,  93;  No.  6,  479;  No.  7,  488; 

No.  8,  719.  Buell : No.  1, 94.  Carlin : No.  9,  310.  Davis : No.  1, 
125.  Morgan:  No.  6,  94;  No.  7,  120.  Williams:  Nos.  4,  5,  410. 
Orders,  Special,  series  186.5 — Slocum:  No.  13,  12;  No.  17,  64;  No.  25,691; 
No.  26,  798;  No.  27,  829;  No.  28,  937;  No.  29,  957. 
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Georgia,  Army  of.  (Union) — Continued. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  186.5 — Slocum:  No.  24,516.  Davis:  No.  1,  56; 

No.  5,297;  No.  6,  323;  No.  7,335;  No.  8,401;  No.  9,  409;  No. 

10,  422;  No.  11,  449;  No.  12,  480;  No.  13,  489;  No.  14,  507; 

No.  15,  517;  No.  16,532;  Nos.  17,  18,  613;  No.  19,  705;  No. 

20,  764;  No.  21,  830;  Nos.  22,  23,  878;  No.  24,890;  Nos.  25, 

26,  958.  Geary:  No.  1,  95;  No.  2,  130;  No.  3,  134;  No.  4, 

140;  No.  5,  150;  No.  7,  324;  No.  9,  350;  No.  10,  366;  No. 

15,  518;  No.  16,  532;  No.  17,  574;  No.  18,  602;  No.  22,  733; 

No.  26,  831;  No.  27,  850;  March  13,812;  March  19,908. 
Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the. 

Georgia,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 


Beauregard,  G.  T 1104, 1271 

Davis,  Jefterson 1015,  1038 


Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  22d,  1070;  22d  {Batteries),  A,  1070;  28th, 
1070;  28th  (Batteries),  A,  1070;  B,  1070.  Batteries:  Campbell  Siege, 
1073;  Cobb  Guards  (A  and  B),  1070. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Anderson’s,  992,1070;  Earnwell’s,  992,1070; 
Chatham,  992,  1070,1100,1128;  Danieir.s,  992,  1071;  Bchols,  992,  1070; 
Guerard’s,  992,1071;  Jo.  Thompson,  992;  Maxv/ell’s,  992,  1033,  1071, 
1262,1285;  Mercer,  1070;  Terrell,  992,1070,1074,1145. 

Cavalry— 5a ffa//o/7s;  23d,  1003;  29th,  1020,  1073,  1383,  1391;  30th,  980, 
1151;  Roswell  (Local  Defense),  1148, 11.50, 1152.  Regiments  : l.st,  2d,  3d, 
1072;  4th  (Avery’s),  1003;  4th  (Clinch’s),  75,1383,1391;  5th,  1071;  6th, 
1072;  7th,  1019;  8th,  11.55;  11th,  1072,  1148, 1150, 1151 ; 12th,  1003;  12th, 
(State),  1071. 

Infantry — Battalions:  l.eit  (Colvmhus) , 1071;  2d  Reserves,  1070, 1145 ; 23d 
Reserves,  1070;  23d  State  Guard,  1053;  27th,  986,  1069,1145.  Regi- 
ments: 1st  Local  Defense  (Bains’),  1184;  1st  Regulars,  986,1145;  1st 
Reserves  (Fannin’s),  1019,  10.53,  1070;  1st  Reserves  (Symons’),  1041, 
1069;  l.st  State  Line,  1071;  2d  State  Line,  1071;  3d  Reserves,  1019, 
1053,1070,1383;  5th,  49,  1019,  10.53,1069,114.5,120.5,1461;  5th  Reserve.s, 
309, 1019, 1041, 1053, 1070, 1086, 1145;  6th,  1156;  6th  Reserves,  1069, 1145; 
19th,  23d,  27th,  28th,  1156;  32d,  49,  309,  1019,  1053,  1069,  1070,1145, 
1205,  1461;  42d,  1285;  43d,  421;  47th,  309,  1019,  1053,  1069,  1105,  1145, 


1205, 1461;  52d,  1262. 

Geranium,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 533 

Gibbes,  Robert  Wilson.  Correspondence  with  .lefferson  Davis 999 

Gibbon,  John.  Mentioned 1451, 1460 

Gibbons, . Mentioned 928 

Gibbons,  William.  Mentioned 39 

Gibson,  Randall  L.  Mentioned 1285,1286,1386 

Gilbert,  E.  M.  Correspondence  with  Carter  L.  Stevenson 1126 

Gilbert,  Fanny,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,2.50 

Gilbreth,  Frederick  W. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard 931 

Mentioned 128,  374,  727,  9.33 

Gilchrist,  Captain.  MentioncMl 13.57.  1430 

Gillette,  Frank  C. 

Correspondence  with  .James  Wilson 931 

Mentioned 146,  502,  824,  825 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A. 

Assignment  to  command 179 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  Di'partimmt  of  the  South 369 
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Gillmore,  Quincy  A. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Beckwith,  Amos 575 

Dahlgren,  John  A 413,  424,  525,  533 

Easton,  Langdon  C 574,  658 

Foster,  John  G 367 

Grant,  U.  S 411, 463,  804 

Grover,  Cuvier 425,  436,  452,  492,  525,  578,  619,  643,  659,  727,  737,  821 

Halleck,  Henry  W 132,166,178,391,412, 

464,  465,  483,  491,  525,  574,  604,  639,  657,  674,  675,  697,  709,  736,  775,  928,  966 

Hardee,  William  J 452 

Hatch,  John  P 402, 

425,  484,  534,  557,  578,  616,  641,  710,  726,  792,  805,  820,  842,  858,  868,  897,  967 

Hawley,  Joseph  R 978 

Littlefield,  Milton  S - 640 

Potter,  Edward  E 368 

Prince,  Henry 575,  618,  967 

Quartermaster-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A 675,  736 

Robinson,  Thomas  J 452 

Sawyer,  Roswell  M 1 424 

Saxton,  Rufus 640 

Scammou,  Eliakim  P 453,  557 

Schimmelfenuig,  Alexander 370,  534,  575 

Schofield,  John  M 722,  857 

Sherman,  William  T 556,  776,  792,  856 

Suter,  Charles  R 556 

Thomas,  Charles  W 640 

Tilghman,  Benjamin  C 453 

War  Department,  U.  S 178,  463 

Webster,  Joseph  D 451,  615,  640,  658 

Whelan,  Peter 712 

Woodford,  Stewart  L 820, 858 

Mentioned 58, 179,  313,  318,  352,  353,  368,  369, 

423, 436,  440, 452,  453,  464,  473,  492,  525-527, 534,  556,  557,  559,  562,  563, 578, 
582,  616,  617,  619,  626,  640,  709,  711,  727,  778,  792,  820, 836,  837,  858,  948,  967 

Staff.  Announcements  of 369,  557,  792 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F.  Mentioned 1059,1237,1239,1248,1331 

For  correspondence,  etc  , see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Gilmore,  James  R. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 69 

Mentioned 78,  370,  642 

Gilmore,  Joseph  A.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  New  Hampshire,  Governor  of. 

Girardey,  Camille  E.  Mentioned 992 

Gist,  States  R.  Mentioned 1051, 1441 

Glaucus,  Steamer.  Mentioned 327 

Glenn, . Mentioned 1046,1113 

Glidden,  John  M.  Mentioned 167,169 

Godfrey,  Jacob.  Mentioned 39 

Godfrey,  James  E.  Mentioned 39 

Goff,  Nathan,  jr.  Mentioned 625 

Golden  Gate,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,186,202 

Goldsborough,  N.  C.  Union  forces  occupy,  March  21, 1865.  Communications 
from 

Pool,  Stephen  D 1453 

Schofield^  John  M 941,  942,  944 
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Goldsborough  Road,  N.  C.  Reconnaissance  to  Black  River  on.  See  Black 
Biver,  N.  C.  Reconnaissance  from  Fayetteville  on  ike  Goldshoroufih 
road  to,  and  skirmish,  March  14,  1865, 

Gonzales,  Ambrosio  J. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 986 

Mentioned 992,  1154 

Goode,  C.  T.  Mentioned 1007 

Goodman,  Henry  E.  Mentioned 879 

Goodman,  J.  M. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1881,  1380,  1455 

Mentioned 1379 

Goodrich,  Hiram  P.  Mentioned 253,  276 

Goodrich,  William,  jr.  Mentioned * 947 

Goodwyn,  A.  D.  Mentioned ! 1071,  1274. 1363 

Goodwyn,  T.  J.  Mentioned 488 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Cohimhia,  S.  C.,  Mayor  of. 

Gordon,  George  H.  Mentioned 498,  655 

Gordon,  G.  T.  Mentioned 1083,  1359, 1448 

Gordon,  James  C.  Correspondence  with  Carter  L.  Stevenson 1134 

Gordon,  William  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  H.  Anderson. 

Gorgas,  David  N.  Mentioned 133 

Gorgas,  Josiah.  Mentioned 1208,1217 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Gorgas,  Josiah,  Mrs.  Mentioned 662 

Gourand,  George  E.  Mentioned 51,  52,  76,  77, 165, 186,  203,  369 

Governor  Chase,  Steamer.  Mentioned 927 

Grace,  James  W.  Mentioned 605 

Graham,  George  W.  Mentioned 911 

Graham,  Harvey.  Mentioned 627,850,880,894 

Graham,  Robert  F.  Mentioned 1156 

Grainger,  Isaac  B.  Mentioned 1215 

Granger,  G.  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  Cyrus  B.  Comstock 427 

Mentioned 625 

Grant,  L.  P. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1040 

Mentioned 1108, 1140, 1323 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Corresi)ondencc  with 

Barnard,  John  G 7 

Bowers,  Theodore  S 372,385 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 306,  493,  559 

Dix,  .lohnA 643 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 526 

Foster,  John  G 210,  299,  423 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 411,463,804 

Halleck,  Henry  W 3, 

16,  115,  116,  121,  189,  306,  318,  442,  464,  473,  485,  501,  562,  563,  660,  778,  969 

Ingalls,  Rufus 122 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 536 

Ordnance  De])artment,  IT.  S.  A 885 

Palmer,  Innis  N 383,  498 

Quartermaster-General’s  Oflice,  F,  S.  A 19,  929,  930 

Schofield,  George  W 714 

Schofield,  John  M 189, 191,  213,  315,  355,  436-438,  492, 

493,  509,  535,  558,  559,  578,  619,  6.53,  693,  706,  722,  743,  766,  799,  833,  941,  960 
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Grant,  IT.  S. — Contiimed. 

Correspondence  with 

Schurz,  Carl 712 

Sherman,  William  T 6, 

58,  59, 101, 102, 122, 154, 193,  794,  821,  859,  869,  948,  949,  961,  969 

War  Department,  U.  S 16, 18,  21,  32, 179,  204, 

284,  285,  294,  317,  328,  405,  416,  428,  441,  455,  472,  484,  499,  511,  526,  536,  537, 
545,  546,  561,  562, 582,  595,  643,  659,  660,  712,  752,  753,  793,  806,  844,  859,  968 

Webster,  Ralph  C 383 

Mentioned 3-5,  19,  21,  24, 

25,  58,  67-69,  80,  88, 102, 105, 112, 131, 135,  143,  157,  163,  165,  166,  186, 191- 
193,  201,  203-205,  215,  218,  224,  312,  358,  367,  412,  415,  419,  444,  450,  452,  454, 
464,  491,  511, 512,  561,  564, 574*  595,  604,  620,  639,  655,  658,  672,  676,  681,  682, 
712,  736,  766,  776,  792,  793,  796,  804,  807,  856,  927,  962,  966, 1104, 1114,  1164, 
1238, 1246,  1247,  1254,  1257,  1258,  1266,  1293,  1297-1299,  1307,  1308,  1395 

Graves,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 944 

For  correspondence  as  A,  D.  C.,  see  Alfred  H.  Terry. 


Gray,  D.  S. 

Correspondence  AAnth  Lewis  B.  Parsons 240,244 

Mentioned 220,  221,  231,  240,  248 

Gray,  John  C.,  jr.  Mentioned 7,202,299,300,312,367,369 

Gray,  Patrick.  Mentioned 1155 

Green,  Allen  J.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1423 

Greene,  George  S. 

Assignment  to  command 895 

Mentioned 895,  896,  911,  923,  977 

Greensborough,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C S.  A 1228 

Gregorie,  W.  D.  Mentioned 1036 

Greyhound,  Steamer.  Mentioned 130, 168 

Grice,  Lemuel  A.  Mentioned 1073 

Griffin,  J. 

Corres])ondence  with  Dozi<*r. 466 

Mentioned 1070 

Griffith,  Jacob  W.  Mentioned 1072,1434 

Grigsby,  J.  Warren. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wlieeler 1324, 1327, 1376 

Mentioned 1013 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Joseph  If'heeler. 

Griswold,  John  B.  Mentioned 1155 

Grover,  Cuvier. 

Assignment  to  command 108 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 126, 130, 152,  171,  189,  315 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 425,  436,  452,  492,  525,  578,  619,  643,  659,  727,  737,  821 

Poe,  Orlando  M 110 

Sawyer,  Roswell  M 424 

Sheridan,  Philip  H 20 

Mentioned 68,  69,  82,  87,  88,  90,  96, 103, 104. 108, 155, 167,  187, 193,  211, 

212,  315,  413,  424,  451,  556,  616,  626,  627,  640,  657,  658,  685,  709,  737,  778,  804 

Guerard,  John  M.  Mentioned 992,1071 

Guernsey,  William  B.  Mentioned 626,627 

Guide,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Guindon,  Eugene  W.  Mentioned 600 

For  corresi»ondcnce  as  A.  D.  (h,  see  Henry  Jf\  Slocinn. 
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Guion,  Henry  T.  Mentioned 1408 

Guion,  R.  T.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1249 

Gunter’s  Bridge,  North  Edisto  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  14,  1865. 
Communications  from 

Clayton,  Henry  1) 1185 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1185 

Gurney,  William.  Mentioned 77,557 

Hagan,  James, 

Mentioned 352,  806,  980, 1071, 

1072,  1096,  1123,  1128,  1132,  1136,  1219,  1220,  1226,  1276,  1277,  1291,  1403 

Staff.  Announcement  of 1291 

Hagens,  Henry.  Mentioned 576,  577,  605 

Hagood,  Johnson. 

Correspondence  witli 

Bragg,  Braxton 1103, 1119, 1131, 1132, 1139 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1228, 1235, 1236 

Mentioned 495,  645,  692, 1089, 

1119,  1156,  1227,  1233,  1234,  1235,  1238,  1244,  1341,  1350,  1360,  1424,  1462 

Hale,  Steamer.  Mentioned 142 

Hale,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 735 

Hall,  F.  M.  Correspondence  with  William  H.  Echols 1159 

Hall,  James  F.  Mentioned 12.5,  .544 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 844 

Augur,  Christo])her  C 192 

Carter,  Samuel  P 342 

Casement,  .John  S 304 

Cross,  Osborn 127 

Foster,  .John  G 27,  28,  31,  57,  210,  423 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A *. 132, 166, 178,  391,  412, 

464,  465,  483,  491,  .525,  574,  604,  639,  657,  674,  675,  697,  709,  736,  775,  928,  966 

Grant,  U.S 3, 

16,  115,  116,  121,  189,  306,  318,  442,  464,  473,  485,  501,  562,  563,  660,  778,  969 

Meagher,  Thomas  F 119, 126 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 443,  844 

Schofield,  John  M 131,  545,  593 

Scott,  Robert  N 214,  293,  294,  305,  316,  317,  326,  327 

Sherman,  William  T 3, 16,  24,  36, 135, 136 

Mentioned 3, 36, 101, 186,  277,  281,  300,  312,  436,  443, 509,  526,  574,  608 

(■  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  U.  S.  Grant ; also  JJ^ar  Depart- 
ment, U.  S. 

Hallowell,  Edward  N. 

Correspondence  with  .John  P.  Hatch 20.3,  618,  659,  685 

Mentioned 141,  325,  616,  640,  643,  726,  806,  842 

Halsted,  O.  S.,  jr.  Correspondence  with  .John  G.  Foster 58 

Hamilton,  Major.  Mentioned 1449,1450 

Hamilton,  D.  H. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1266 

Mentioned 12.30 

Hamilton,  D.  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 1073 

Hamilton,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  H.  Hill 1183 

^hmtioned 1072,  1198 

Hammerstein,  Herbert  von.  Mentioned 685 
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Hammond, , Meutioued 1177 


Hammond,  John  W.  Mentioned 624 

Hamner,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 164 

Mentioned 141,  627 


Hampton,  Wade. 

Assignment  to  command 1112 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1185, 1186, 

1211, 1218, 1224,  1225,  1236, 1237, 1245, 1246, 1248, 1256, 1262, 1265, 
1268, 1269, 1277, 1278, 1282, 1287, 1295, 1300, 1326, 1347,  1348,  1361 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1420, 1421, 1439 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  P 1261 

Davis,  Jefferson 1207 

Dihrell,  George  G 1418,1433 

Hardee,  William  J 1337,  1338, 1387, 1402, 1414, 1428, 1443 

Johnston,  Josc])h  E.  1317, 1348, 1415, 1429, 1430,  1433, 1437, 1440, 1451, 1456, 1457 


Law,  Evandcr  M 1443, 1447, 1459 

Lipscomb,  Thomas  J 1394 

Rains,  Gabriel  J 1300 

Sherman,  William  T 546,596 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1128, 1129, 1178 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 1269,1278 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1199,1212,1301,1314,1318,1326,1327, 

1339,  1348,  1387,  1403,  1415, 1417,  1433,  1438,  1439,  1447,  1452,  1458,  1459 

Mentioned 15,  329,  441,  442,  450,  533,  554,  555,  571,  584,  585,  602, 603, 

608,  611,  615,  628,  652,  666,  682,  731,  732,  786,  787,  806,  835,  859,  870,  880,  886, 
1018,  1054,  1071,  1103,  1107,  1112,  1157, 1165,  1184,  1186,  1192, 1193, 1197, 


1199,  1204,  1207,  1217,  1232,  1238,  1247, 1248, 1256,  1258,  1260-1262,  1266, 
1267,  1271,  1272, 1275,  1281, 1282,  1284,  1288,  1297-1301,  1314,  1315,  1318, 
1320,  1325-1327,  1330,  1331,  1335-1337,  1339, 1340,  1347,  1348,  1356, 1361- 
1363,  1372, 1374,  1375, 1381,  1392,  1394, 1395, 1397,  1401, 1403,  1405,  1409- 
1411,  1417,  1418,  1420, 1428,  1429,  1432,  1433,  1438,  1447,  1452, 1458,  1459 


Hampton,  Wade,  jr.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1429 

Hanckel,  C.  F.  Mentioned 1184 

Hancock,  Winfield  S.  Mentioned 660,1104 

Hancox,  Eliza,  Steamer.  Meutioued 884 

Hand,  Daniel  W.  Mentioned 852 

Hanks,  William  H.  Mentioned 1344 

Hanleiter,  Cornelius  R.  Mentioned 1070 

Hannah’s  Creek,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  22, 1865.  Communications  from 

Corse,  John  M 955 

Hampton,  Wade 1451, 1452 

Woods,  Charles  R 954 


Hannibal.  Mentioned 


1255 


Hannon,  John  H.  Mentioned 1072 

' Hannon,  Moses  W.  • 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Madison 997 

Davis,  R.  E 1039,1045 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1187, 1200 

Lawton,  R.  F 1082 

Mentioned....  980, 1047, 1068, 1072,  1098, 1148-1152, 1177, 1187, 1198,  1200, 1214,  1383 

Harbert,  William  S.  Mentioned 140,150 

Hardee,  Thomas  S.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  fl  iHiam  J.  Hardee. 
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Hardee,  William  J. 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Battle  of  Averasborough  (or  Taylor’s  Hole 

Creek),  N.  C.,  March  16, 1865 1411 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 417,  980,  985,  988, 

991,  997,  1000,  1001,  1019, 1023, 1026, 1051,  1061, 1078,  1093, 1105, 1122, 1154 

Allen,  William  W 1419, 1420, 1434 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1003, 1043, 

1048, 1050, 1061, 1078, 1113, 1141, 1157-1159, 1166, 1167,  1173, 1174, 
1179,  1194,  1202, 1204, 1205, 1231, 1281, 1332, 1335, 1362, 1375, 1451 

Black,  Samuel  L 1357 

Bragg,  Braxton 1008, 1231, 1242, 1368 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1288 

Childs,  Frederick  L 1335 

Cobb,  Howell 1002 

Davis,  Jefferson. . . . : 997,  999-1001, 1003, 1014, 1078, 1122, 1157, 1181, 1204 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr 1142 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 452 

Hampton,  Wade 1337, 133*8, 1387, 1402, 1414, 1428, 1443 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1038, 1045, 1056, 1061, 1065 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1233 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1290, 1316, 1320, 1321, 1333, 1337, 1356, 

1362,  1375,  1385,  1392,  1397,  1400,  1401,  1409-1411,  1427,  1428,  1431,  1451 

Jones,  Samuel 1389,1390 

McLaws,  Lafayette 981,  984-986,  989, 

998,  ms,  1016,  1046,  1053,  1086,  1094,  1141,  1167,  1175,  1195,  1205,  1446 

Miller,  William 1005 

Pay  singer,  T.  M 1451 

Pickett,  W.  D 1159, 1162 

Sherman,  William  T 24 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1100, 1106, 1124, 1134,  1143, 1144 

Tucker,  John  K 466, 1159 

War  Department,  C.  S 1045 

Wheeler,  Joseph 25,  987,  990,  993, 1002, 

1007,  1013,  1014,  1028,  1033,  1044,  1054,  1095,  1113,  1416,  1417,  1430,  1431 

Mentioned 24-26,  28, 

29,  105,  125,  189,  203,  322,  385,  412,  414,  416,  523,  525,  575,  584,  598,  608,  611, 
612,  619,  635,  645,  652,  658,  660-662,  666,  668,  670,  681,  686,  691,  693,  720,  721, 
726,  741,  743,  762,  763,  786,  787,  790,  791,  794,  800,  803,  817,  834,  835,  840,  859, 
861,  865,  867,  870,  880,  886,  903,  904,  906,  910, 937,  949,  950,  956,  968,  979,  980, 
983-989,  991-993,  1002-1006,  1008,  1014-1016,  1019,  1022-1024,  1026,1028, 
1030,  10.32,  1033,  1035-1037,  1042,  1044,  1048,  1049, 1051,  1054,  1055,  1057, 

1067,  1069,  1083-1085,  1087,  1088,  1090,  1091,  1095,1100,1101,  1103,  1104, 

1107,  1127,  1135,  1136,  1140,  1141,  1148,  1153,1159,1162,1166,  1171,  1175, 

1179,  1186,  1192,  1194,  1195,  1202,  1204,120.5,1211,1214,1217,  1218,  1231, 
1238,  1239,  1242,  1243,  1257,  12.58,  1262,  1266-1268, 1271,  1272,  1274,  1278, 

1279,  1285,  1287,  1292,  1294,  1297,  1298,  1300,1.303,1309,1311,  1314,  1.315, 

1317-1319,  1326,  1.328-1.332,133.5,  1.336,  13.38,  1340,  1348,  1351,  1.356,  13(51, 
1364,  1370,  1372,  1374,  1387,  1390,  1391,  1401,  1402,  1404-1408,1111,  1414- 
1416,  1418,  1420,  1422,  1424,  1426,  1428,  1430,  1431,  1433,  1444,  1449,  1460 

Hardie,  James  A.  Mentioned 512 

Hardy,  Washington  M.  Mentioned  . . 984,  992, 1069, 1087,  1145, 1282, 1285, 1.333,  1397 

Harland,  Edward.  Mentioned 625,  725,  750,  81.5,  8.54,  884,  896,  911 

Harrington,  Samuel.  Mentioned 625 

Harris,  Alexander.  Mentioned 38 
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Harris,  Isham  G. 

Correspondeuce  'with  G.  T,  Beauregard 1221 

Meutioued 1172 

Harris,  John  L. 
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649,  665,  688,  689,  702,  730,  740,  758,  782,  811,  827,  847,  864,  876,  889,  917,  956 

Hurlbut,  George  R.  Mentioned 627 

Hutchinson,  . Mentioned 1370 

Hyde,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 167-169 

Ide,  William  C.  Mentioned 128,828 

Illinois,  Steamer.  Mentioned 697 

Illinois,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 526 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Elgin,  816.  Regiments:  1st  (Bafferies),  H,  84. 
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Illinois  Troops,  Mentioned — Continued. 

Jufsiutry— Regiments : 7th,  72, 128,  505,  586,  645,  679,  827,  897, 973, 1043  ; 9th, 

11,  30, 55,  160,  182,  183, 197,  206,  208,  289,  310,  333,  346,  362,  364,  373,  380,  390, 

400,  409,  418,  421,  422,  434,  488,  507, 532,  542,  547,  552,  572,  588,  599,  612,  646, 

650,  663,  679,  703,  718,  731,  740,  761,  797,  828,  848,  865,  956,  975 ; 12th,  295,  549, 

759;  20th,  161,  183;  26th,  84;  30th,  784;  31st,  703;  32d,  347;  50th, 

759;  63d,  888;  65th,  561,624;  66th,  549,  901;  92d,  338,  450,555;  102d, 


355;  107th,  560,  623;  112th,  536,560,624;  116th,  835. 

Ilsley,  Edwin.  Mentioned 627 

Imperial,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,  250 

Indiana,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 499,  526 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Ught— Batteries:  15th.  283,  623,  694,  977 ; 22d,  623;  23d,  271,  624, 
694, 977. 

CiXYSblry— Regiments  : 8th,  555. 

Infantry — Regiments:  8 th,  627 ; 12th,  701;  13th,  625;  18th,  627;  23d,  162; 
48th,  159;  63d,  65th,  560,  624 ; 66th,  759;  80th,  91st,  560,  623;  120th, 


123d,  124th,  128th,  129th,  130th,  623;  140th,  561,  624. 

Ingalls,  Rufus.  Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.S 122 

Encker,  Daniel  H 154 

Quartermaster-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A 127 

Inge,  William  M.  Mentioned 1072 

Ingraham,  D.  N.  Mentioned 1141 

Ingram,  W.  B.  Mentioned 1098 

Intercourse.  See  Trade  and  hitercourse. 

Iowa,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.S 526 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Infantry — Regiments:  7th,  864;  9th,  196;  10th,  900;  11th,  148,  334,  347, 890; 
13th,*  148,  462,  890 ; 16th,  148,  335 ; 22d,  627,  821,  894,  911,  923 ; 24th,  628 ; 
28th,  627,  821,  894;  31st,  84;  39th,  827. 


Irish,  Henry.  Mentioned 609 

Iron  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237 

Isaminger,  James.  Mentioned 665 

Island  City,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Iverson,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  Daniel  H . 1042, 

1047, 1054, 1058, 1064, 1067, 1068, 1097, 1110, 1114, 1129,  1186,  1187, 1200 

Mastin  (Captain) 1098 

Wheeler,  .Joseph 982,  988,  996, 1029,  1064, 1077,  1098 

Mentioned 1.34, 

186,  202,  352,396,  979,  980, 103.3, 1042, 1047,  1052,  1054,  1056, 1057,  1061, 1072, 
1079,  1091,  1093,  110.5,  1109,  1112,  11.32,  1147-1149,  1152,  1170,  1194,  1200 

Izetta,  Steamer.  Mentioned 222,  237,  250 

Jackson, . Mentioned 1429 

Jackson,  Andrew.  Correspondence  with  Fielder  A.  .Tones 555 

Jackson,  George. 

Correspondence  with 

Eragg,  Braxton 1119 

Hoke,  Rol)ert  F 1214,  121.5,  1244 

Mentioned 1089, 1155,  1244,  1451 

Jackson,  Henry  R.  Mentioned 1262,  1285, 1286, 138(5,  14.37 

Jackson,  John.  Mentioned 789 
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Jackson,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with  Frederick  L.  Childs 1351 

Mentioned 1069,  1073, 1124-1126 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Robinson,  James  S 95 

Williams,  Alphens  S 64,  174,  490,  517,  733,  850,  878 

IMentioned 150,  200,  208,  290,  291,  298,  299,  311,  323,  337,  348,  349,  381,  391, 

411,  423,  435,  449,  463,  481,  489,  507,  516,  517,  543,  551,  553,  592,  601,  614,  634, 
635,  666,  669,  670,  705,  706,  720,  743,  765,  785,  786,  831,  850,  891,  892,  959,  975 

Jackson,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 1048, 1307 

Jackson,  William  H.  Mentioned 1004,  1012, 1027, 1127 

James,  William  H.  Mentioned 1425 

James,  William  L.  Mentioned 154,653 

James  Island,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  10, 1865. 

Commnnications  from 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr 1142 

Hardee,  William  J 417 

Taliaferro,  William  B 1142,1143 

Warley,  F.  F 1142 

Newspaper  extract  concerning 405 

Jaqnes,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 1071 

Jeff.  Davis,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Jenkins,  D.  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Jenks,  John.  Corresiiondence  with 

Lillard,  W.W 1333 

Robertson,  Beverly  H 1333 

Jewell,  William  H.  Mentioned 628 

Jewett,  Hugh  J. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 221,  248,  263,  264,  269,  270,  273,  282 

Mentioned 218,  232,  266,  267 

Jewett,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned 232 

J.  H.  Baldwin,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,250 

Joel,  Ephraim  M. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 936,  974 

Mentioned 761,  935,  936 

John  Adams,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

John  Rice,  Steamer.  Mentioned .• 294 

Johns,  Kensey.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1343 

Johnson,  Captain.  Mentioned 1434 

Johnson,  Abda.  * 

Correspondence  with  Carter  L.  Stevenson 1107, 1126, 1134 

Mentioned 1106, 1107, 1125, 1134, 1137, 1146 

Johnson,  Andrew  W.  Correspondence  with  Alexander  Schimmelfennig 413 

Johnson,  Bradley  T. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Peanregard 1268, 1328, 1331, 1440, 1448 

Mentioned 1329, 1346, 1449 

Johnson,  Edward.  Mentioned 769,  1262, 1285,  1317 

Johnson,  John.  Mentioned 39 

Johnson,  John.  (Major.)  Mentioned 1456 

Johnson,  Nathan  J.  Mentioned 625 

Jolin.son,  Richard.  ^Mentioned 992 

Johnson,  Richard  P.  Mentioned 225,235 
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Johnson’s  Station,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feh.  10,  1865.  Comnnmication  from 

.Jndson  Kilpatrick .382 

Johnston,  Major.  Mentioned .* 1.313 

Johnston,  John  W.  Mentioned 1216,  1285 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Assignment  to  command 1218 

Assignment  to  duty 12.50 

Assumes  command  of  Army  of  Tennessee  and  Department  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Florida 1274 

"Assumes  command  of  troops  serving  in  North  C.arolina 1334 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1247 

Avent,  W.  F 1290 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1273, 

1286,  1298,  1325,  1330,  1331,  1336,  1347,  1348,1353,1361,1374,  1380,  1384, 
1385,  1392,  1399,  1407,  1408,  1426,  1437,  1441,  1442,  1445,  1450, 1454, 1455 

Bragg,  Braxton 1292, 1318,  1329, 1334,  1339, 1340, 1349,  1354, 

1358, 1363-1365,  1376,  1377,  1387,  1388,  139.3,  1394,  1.397,  1422,  1428,  1444 

Childs,  Frederick  L 132.5,  1335 

Chisman,  Samuel  R 1316 

Cole,  A.  H 1313,1332 

Cunningham,  George  A 1393 

Deslonde,  E.  A 137.3 

Edmonston,  .James  N 1343 

Fayetteville,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  of  Cavalry  at 1344 

Hampton,  Wade  ...  1.317, 1348, 1415,  1429, 1430, 14.33, 14.37, 1440,  1451, 1456, 1457 

Hampton,  Wade,  jr 1429 

Hardee,  William  J 1290,  1316, 1320, 1321, 1333,  1337, 1356, 

1362,1375,  1385,  1392,  1397,  1400,  1401,  1409-1411,  1427,  1428,  1431,  1451 

Harvie,  Edwin  J 13.55 

• Henderson,  Robert  J 1444 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1338 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1290 

.Johns,  Kensey 1343 

.Jones,  Samuel 1449 

Law,  Evander  M 1443 

l.ee,  Robert  E 1247, 1256, 

1257,  1266,  1271,  1284,  1297,  1312,  1316,  1.319,  1320,  1.324,  1.325,  1.347, 
13.5.3,  1.361,  1.372,  1380,  139.5,  1398,  1406,  1426,  1 140,  1441,  145.3,  1454 

Lee,  Stephen  1) 1338,  1362 

McClellan,  Henry  B 1438 

Mallett,  Peter 1360 

Moore,  W,  E 1450 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 12<)1,  1312,  13b'),  1320,  13.51,  13f)2,  1407 

Rains,  Gabriel  .1 1336 

Kobertson,  Beverly  1 1 1421 

I’oliinson,  .John  51 1 1.55 

Smithfield,  N.  C.,  Tolegra])li  ( )))erator  at 1.356 

Sb^wart,  Alexander  P 1.38.5,  1402,  1112,  1413,  1 128,  1437,  11 12.  14  16 

Strange,  Robert 137.3 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S 1336 

Sn inner,  T.,J 1360 

War  Department,  C.  S 1290,  1296, 131 1,  13.30, 1372.  1398 

Wheeler,  .Joseph 1431,  1432,  1443,  1 158,  1159 
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Johnston,  Joseph  E. — Continued. 

Mentioned 32, 105,  536,  595,  612,  628,  631,  686,  691,  693,  704,  721,  731,  743, 

744,  754,  763,  766,  795,  800,  803,  822,  829,  834,  835,  838,  840,  844,  857, 885,  886, 
901,  903-905,  908,  909,  919,  920,  922,  924,  925,  942,  944,  945,  949-951,  961,  965, 
968,  978, 1078,  1128, 1135, 1247, 1248, 1259, 1263, 1266-1268, 1278, 1280, 1283- 
1286,  1291,  1292,  1303-1311,  1313,  1319,  1322,  1325,  1326, 1328, 1330, 1332- 
1336,  1338,  1343,  1344,  1346-1349,  1353-1358, 1360,  1365,  1366,  1368’  1370, 
1371,  1374,  1380,  1382,  1384,  1386,  1387,  1393,  1396,  1399-1402,  1405, 1413, 
1414, 1421,  1422,  1426-1431,  1436,  1439,  1444,  1445,  1450,  1452,  1459,  1460 


Orders,  Circular,  series  1865:  March  23,  1456, 

Orders,  General,  series  1865:  No.  1,  1274;  No.  2,  1399. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865:  No.  6,  1399;  No.  8,  1456. 

Restoration  of,  to  command.  Communications  from 

Davis,  .Jefferson 1303,1304 

Longstreet,  J ames 1078 

Staff.  Announcement  of 1267 

Johnston,  Robert  D.  Mentioned 1354 

Jone.s,  . Mentioned 734 

Jones,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 1285 

Jones,  Enoch.  Mentioned 626 

Jones,  Fielder  A. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  Jackson ,555 

Mentioned 450,  451 

Jones,  Iredell.  Correspondence  with  William  B.  Taliaferro 467, 1175 

For  correspondence  as  ArD,  C.,  see  Alfred  Bhett. 

Jones,  John  S.  Mentioned 623 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J 1389, 1390 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1449 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P 340 

Mentioned 984,  989, 1004, 1073 

Relieved  from  duty  in  District  of  South  Carolina 1004 

Jones,  Theodore.  Mentioned 458,477,629,647 

Jones,  Wells  S. 

Correspondence  with  William  B.  Hazen 345 

Mentioned .399,  477,  629 

Jones,  William  A.  Mentioned 440 

Jordan,  T.  H.  Mentioned 1291 

Jordan,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1141 

Jordan,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  Judson  Kilpatrick 450 

Mentioned 554,  604,  635,  653,  786 

Jordan,  William  J.  Mentioned 5.35,  594,  624 

Judson,  John  A.  Mentioned 947 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Innis  N.  Pahner. 

Julia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 235,  2.36 

Kanapaux,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 992,1071 

Kanapaux,  J.  T.  Mentioned 992, 1007,  1008, 1015,  1095, 1256 

Kansas,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  De])artment,  U.  S 499,  526 

Kate  Robinson,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,238,246,250 

Kavanaugh,  B.  Mentioned 1275 

Kay,  James  D.  Mentioned 1071 

Keatinge  &.  Ball.  Mentiomsl 500 

Keith,  Charles  A.  Corrcsi)oudence  with  Eliakim  P.  Scammon 315 
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Kellam,  Alphonzo  G.  Mentioned 96 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 807 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 250,  252, 258 

Mentioned 251,  257,  259 

Kellogg,  Roger  B.  Mentioned 59 

Kelton,  John  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  W.  HaUeelx. 

Kemper,  Del.  Mentioned 1357 

Kennard,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1346 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 1325 

Mentioned 1273 

Kennedy,  John  D. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1027, 1032, 1087 

Mentioned 1027, 1074 

Kennedy,  Terance  J.  Mentioned 673 

Kennett,  Steamer.  Mentioned 222,  235 

Kentucky,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 499 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Cavalry — Regiments  : 2d  ( Woodward’s),  1072, 1213;  3d,  9th,  1072, 1434. 

Inf antTj— Regiments:  2d,  1072,1150;  3d,  1148;  4th,  1072,1148,1150;  5th, 
1072, 1150, 1152;  6th,  9th,  1072, 1148, 1150. 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Cavalry — Regiments:  5th,  787. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 12th,  16th,  560,624;  26th,  560,623. 

Kerwin,  Michael. 

Correspondence  with 


Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 902 

Sherman,  William  T 812,  813 

Terry,  Alfred  H 926 

Mentioned 817 

Ketcham,  Edward  M.  Mentioned 947 

Ketcham,  John  H.  Mentioned 42 

Keyser,  Edward  S.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 845, 861 

Kilburn,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 369 

Kilpatrick,  Judson. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 451,  592 

Howard,  Oliver  O 976 

Jordan,  Thomas  J 450 

Sherman,  William  T 10,13,  107, 


311,  337,  338,  351,  382,  383,  449,  490,  518,  533,  543,  554, 556,  591,  602,  603,  615, 
651,  652,  670,  671,  682,  692,  693,  720,  721,  786,  787,  880,  908,  909,  940,  941, 959 

Mentioned 22,  30,  42, 

59, 82, 90, 148, 149, 181, 184, 186, 192, 198,  202,  298,  299,  307, 308, 311,  319,  320, 
343,  359, 364,  372,  373,  390,  391, 395,  401,  405,  409,  422,  428,  434,  441,  444,  455, 
480,  488,  513, 537, 538, 542, 543,  547, 567, 568,  570, 582, 590, 591,  600,  601,  612, 
622,  628,  653,  661,  667,  668,  691,  692,  704,  731,  732,  741,  764,  765,  793,  806,  822, 
8.35, 846,  850,  859,  861,  871, 973, 885,  886, 891,  904,  919,  9.30,  937,  939,  949,  951, 
962,  969,  97.3, 10.30, 1043, 1044, 1077, 1079, 1082,  1098,  1105,  1110,  1128,  11.36, 
1147,  1163,  1167,  1170,  1172,  1185,  1248,  1337,  1375,  1411,  1416,  1432,  1439 


Kimball,  Amos  S. 

Correspondence  with  Jacob  1).  Cox 707,  724,  749,  770 

Mentioned 674,  814 
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King,  Captain,  Correspondence  with  John  J.  Clarke 469 

King,  James  R.  Mentioned 1152 

King,  John  L.  Mentioned 547 

King,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned 701 

King,  J.  S.  Mentioned 806 

King,  Mallory  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Humes,  William  Y.  C 1081 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1086 

Mentioned 1183 

Kinsman,  Oliver  D.  Mentioned 335 

Kinston,  N.  C.  Union  forces  occupy,  March  14, 1865.  Communication  from 

John  M.  Schoheld 833 

Kinston,  or  Wise’s  Forks,  N.  C.  Battle  of,  March  8-10, 1865. 

Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 1349, 1350,  1354-1356, 1359, 1360, 1364 

Cox,  Jacob  D 747-750,769-773,789 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1353,  1354, 1358, 1361 

Lee,  Robert  E 753 

Palmer,  Innis  N 771,  772 

Savage,  James  W 748 

Schoheld,  John  M 743,  744,  747,  748,  751,  766,  769,  799,  803 

CongratnlaJory  Orders.  Bragg .* 1366 

Kirby,  Dennis  T.  Mentioned 47,48,206 

Kirk,  George  W.  Mentioned 859 

Kirk,  M.  J. 

Corresiiondence  with  William  B.  Taliaferro 469, 1205 

Mentioned 1070,1122 

Kirkland,  William  W.  Mentioned 1156, 1424, 1462 

Kirkpatrick,  M.  L.  Mentioned 1071 

Kirkwood,  Alexander.  Mentioned 601 

Klein,  Daniel.  Mentioned 624 

Klostermann,  Herman.  Mentioned 146, 182,  332,  400,  460 

Knapp,  N.  B.  Mentioned 167 

Knerr,  Charles.  Mentioned 624 

Koontz,  George  S.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 131, 135, 142 

Kossak,  William.  Mentioned 448 

Kovacs,  Stephen.  Mentioned 626 

Kozlay,  Eugene  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 314 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 326,  414 

Mentioned 49,  414,  415,  508,  711 

Kuhn,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Ashby,  Henry  M 1392 

Walker  (Ca])tain) 1393 

Mentioned 1072 

Ladd,  C.  H.  Correspondence  with  T.  G.  Richiudson 1351 

Lady  Lang,  Steamer.  Mentioned • 810,861 

Laing,  John  K.  Mentioned 627 


Lamar,  G.  B.,  jr.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  (C,  sec  Lafauelte  McLawfi. 
Lamar,  G.  W.  Correspondence  with 

Bulkley,  Henry  D 

Pringle,  Motte  A 


467 

468 
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Lamb,  Samuel  T 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 393 

Mentioned 946 

Lamb;  S.  C.,  Mrs.  Mentioned 1099,1111 

Lamb,  William.  Mentioned 1099 

Lanahan,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned 605 

Landgraeber,  Clemens.  Mentioned 17 

Lane’s  Bridge,  S.  C.  Action  at  Fishburn’s  Plantation  near.  See  F}sh1)nr7i'’s 
Plantation,  neai'  Lane’s  Bridge,  Little  Salkehatehie  Hirer,  S.  C. 

Action  at,  Feh.  6, 18G5. 

Langley,  James  W.  Mentioned 939 

Lathrop,  Frank.  Mentioned 167,169 

Lauderdale,  John  A.  Mentioned 1133 

Laughlin,  John  McD.  Mentioned 498 

Law,  Evander  M. 

Assignments  to  duty 1204, 1320 

Correspondence  with 

Hampton,  Wade 1443, 1447,  1459 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1443 

Stokes,  John  G 1207 

Mentioned 998, 1204, 1320, 1326, 1327, 1387, 1403, 1443, 1447, 1452, 1456, 1458 

Relieved  from  duty  with  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 998 

Lawrence,  Charles  A.  Mentioned 709,735 

Lawson,  B.  B.  Mentioned 1261 

Lawton,  Alexander  R.  Mentioned 1043, 1312, 1331 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quarterniaster-GeneraVs  Office,  C.S.A. 

Lawton,  R.  F.  Correspondence  with 

Hannon,  Moses  W 1082 

Harris,  John  L 1020, 1040 

Lawtonville,  S.  C. 

Skirmish  at,  Feb.  2, 1865.  Communication  from  Alpheus  S.  Williams 290 

Skirmish  near,  Jan.  30,  1865.  Communications  from 

Anderson,  Paul  F 1062 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr 1062 

' Sherman,  William  T 180 

Leach,  Frederick.  Correspondence  with  Daniel  C.  McCallum 951 

Leary,  George,  Steamer.  Mentioned 11,202,205 

Lee,  General,  Steamer.  Mentioned 96, 121,  202 

Lee,  Captain.  Mentioned  652 

Lee,  Edgar.  ^Mentioned 626 

Lee,  Edgar  J.  Mentioned 1069,1155 

Lee,  James  G.  C.  Mentioned 494 

Lee,  P.  B.  Mentioned 1221,1267 

Lee,  Philip.  Mentioned 1072 

Lee,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 625 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspc'ctor  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1019,  1247,  1266 

baker,  Lawrence  S 1236 

beauregard,  G.  T 1165, 1192,  1193, 1202, 1208, 

1216,  1222,  1229,  1238,  1247,'  1218,  1258,  1267,  1272,  1280,  1325,  1347.  1380 

bragg,  braxton 1098,  1103,  1110, 1114,  1115, 1130, 

11.38,  1139,  1220,  1227,  1211,  1242,  1249,  12():i,  1278,  1279,  1292,  1314,1376 

I )avis,  .Jefiersou 1120, 1222, 1237,  1266, 1384 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1211, 1227, 1233 
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Lee,  Robert  E. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1247, 

1256,  1257,  1266,  1271,  1284,  1297,  1312,  1316,  1319,  1320,  1324,  1.325, 

1347,  1353,  1361,  1372,  1380,  1395,  1398,  1406,  1426,  1440,  1441,  1453,  1454 

Longstreet,  James 1078 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1230, 1270, 1312, 1353 

AVar  Department,  C.  S 753,  806, 1238, 1246, 1383 

Mentioned 31, 

69,  102,  103,  106, 112,  155, 156,  205,  449, 536, 672,  793,  803,  806, 834,  857, 860, 
875, 917,  948, 1018, 1035, 1060, 1083, 1090,  1104,  1129,  1132,  1165, 1201, 1214, 
1217, 1222, 1237,  1238, 1246,  1247,  1252^  1259,  1274,  1279,  1292,  1293,  1296, 
1298, 1299,  1302,  1303,  1306,  1307,  1309,  1313,  1315,  1324-1326,  1328, 1330, 
1334, 1352, 1360,  1361, 1366,  1371,  1383,  1384,  1425,  1426,  1445,  1450,  1457 
Lee,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1362, 1399, 1412 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1338,1362 

Taylor,  Ei chard 1362 

Mentioned 285,  329,  352,  359, 

374,  385,  450,  681,  766,  773,  789,  834,  835,  906,  937,  950, 1043,  1056, 1058, 1082- 
1085, 1087, 1120, 1132,  1136,  1177,  1257,  1262,  1271,  1284-1286,  1319,  1321, 
1330, 1340,  1384,  1396,  1407,  1408,  1423,  1441,  1442,  1445,  1455,  1456,  1460 

Lee,  William  A.  Mentioned 627 

Le  Gardeur^  G.,  jr.  Mentioned 465,992,1143 

Leggett,  Mortimer  D. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 10,  44,  56 

Mentioned 42,  48, 51,  93, 144, 1043 

Lehmann,  Theodore  F.  Mentioned 626 

Leitch,  W.  Y.  Mentioned 1184 

Leni  Leoti,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,250 

Leventhorpe,  Collett. 

Assignment  to  duty 1259 

Mentioned 1259, 1280 

Levi,  B.  C.  Mentioned 242 

Levi,  Burd,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,250 

Lewie,  Frederick  S.  Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1036 

Lewis,  Charles.  Mentioned 628 

Lewis,  Edwin,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Lewis,  James.  Mentioned 627 

Lewis,  James  H.  Mentioned 1022, 1072 

Lewis,  James  T.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Wisconsin,  Governor  of. 

Lewis,  John  V. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 222,259,280 

Mentioned 219,  221,  222,  257,  258,  262,  263 


Lewis,  Joseph  H. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  AA^heeler 

Mcmtioned 

Lewis,  Philip.  Mentioned 

Lewis,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 

Liernur,  Charles  T.  Mentioned 

Lillard,  W.  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Jeuks,  John 

McLaws,  Lafayette 

Mentioned 


979 

980, 1029, 1047, 1072, 1148-1150, 1200 

1057 

806,1072 

1118,1201 


. . . . 1333 

1161, 1168 
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Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 18 

Mentioned 6,  25,  28,  36,  39,  40,  42,  58,  60-62,  64,  67,  88, 143,  168, 169, 187, 194, 

211,  501, 511,  537,  562,  564,  605,  640,  737,  776,  927, 1188-1190, 1250,  1253, 1254 

Lincoln,  W.  W,  Mentioned 39 

Lipscomb,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1342, 1369, 1370,  1381, 1394, 1397, 1398, 1405, 1424, 1453 

Hampton,  Wade 1394 

Sale,  John  B 1370 

Mentioned 1156, 1228, 

1235,  1249,  1329,  1345,  1369,  1370,  1405,  1406,  1425,  1436,  1448,  1458, 1459 

Litchfield,  Henry  G.  Mentioned 125 

Little  Cohera  Creek,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  16,  1865.  Communications 
from 

Corse,  John  M 864 

Howard,  Oliver  O 861 

Littlefield,  Milton  S. 

Assignment  to  duty 425 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 175, 187 

Gillniore,  Quincy  A 640 

Mentioned 99, 174, 175, 186,  209,  211-213,  369,  425,  465,  626,  627 

Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  the  South 369 

Little  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C. 

Action  at  Fishhurn’s  Plantation,  near  Lane’s  Bridge  on.  Hee  urn's 
Plantation,  near  Lane’s  Bridge,  IMtle  Salkehatehie  River,  S.  C. 

Action  at,  Pel).  G,  1805. 

Skirmish  at.  See  Cowpen  Ford,  Little  Salkehatehie  River,  S.  C.  Skirntish  at, 

Feh.  6, 1865. 

Livezey,  John  C.  Mentioned 95 

Livingston,  Hermann,  Steamer.  Mentioned 214 

Livingston,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 229 

Lockwood,  Steamer.  Mentioned 234-236 

Lofland,  Gordon.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  B.  Hazen. 

Logan,  John  A. 

Assumes  command  of  15th  Army  Corps 27 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Frank  P.,jr 873 

Burkhardt,  Christian 446,  478,  505, 531,  550,  571,  679 

Corse,  John  M 71,  346,  379,  388,  400,  407,  420,  433,  460,  487, 

515,  528,  530, 540,  549, 568, 570,  586,  610,  630,  648,  665,  679,  688,  702,  716,  729, 
757,  758, 782,  810,  811,  826,  847,  863,  864,  876,  889,  901,  915,  916,  933,  935,  955 

Fort,  Greenbnry  L 43,  47,  287,  898,  932,  954 

Hazen,  William  B 84, 146, 196,  207,  331,  345,  378, 

387,  399,  406,  420,  432,  448,  458,  459,  476,  477,  486, 504,  514,  528-530,  539,  548, 
568-570,  584,  585,  598,  610,  629,  617,  664,  978,  687,  688,  701,  702,  715,  729,  739, 
756,  781,  797,  810,  825,  826,  846,  863,  874,  875,  899,  915,  933,  934,  955,  973 

Howard,  Oliver  O 27, 

55,  70,  98,  118,  159,  195,  286,  287,  308,  320,  330,  360,  376,  386,  387,  398,  406, 
430,  446,  458,  487,  506,  548,  566,  583,  597,  609,  628,  629,  646,  662,  663,  677,  678, 
686,  687,  699,  714,  728,  738,  755,  779,  780,  808,  873,  898,  914,  933,  953,  954,  973 

Oliver,  John  M 332 

Perrin,  Hector 679,  827 
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Logan,  John  A. — Coiitiiined. 

Correspondence  v.  itb 

Poe,  Orlando  M 331 

fSherman,  William  T 286,  308,  320,  345,  375,  376,  567,  700 

Slocnm,  Henry  W 904 

Smith,  John  E 288,  362,  378,  388,  399,  407,  420,  432,  459, 

477,  486,  504,  514,  528,  530,  540,  549,  568,  570,  584,  585,  630,  648,  664,  678,  688, 
702,  716,  739,  756,  757,  782,  797,  810,  826,  847,  875,  888,  900,  916,  934,  955,  974 

Stone,  George  A 584 

Tweeddale,  William 433 

Woods,  Charles  K 47,  196,  361, 

377,  387,  399,  406,  420,  430-432,  447,  456,  457,  476,  486,  503,  514,  528,  529,  539, 
548,  567,  570,  584,  598,  609,  629,  647,  663,  678,  687,  700,  715,  729,  738,  756,  780, 
781,  796,  808,  809,  824,  846,  862,  863,  874,  887,  898,  914,  915,  933,  934,  954,  973 

Woods,  William  B 887,888,899,915 

Yorke,  Louis  E 502 

Mentioned 18,  2.5-27,  35,  51,  55,  59,  63,  70-72,  82,  91, 

98,  115,  117,  119,  123, 127, 128, 133, 137, 143-145, 147, 148, 158-160, 170,  181, 
192,  194, 195,  205-207,  285,  286,  290,  294,  299,  302,  306-308,  311,  312,  318-320, 
323,  329,  332,  333,  343-346,  349,  350,  358,  364,  373-375,  377,  379,  385,  386,  395, 
397,  398,  400,  401,  418,  419,  429-433,  44.5-447,  456,  458,  460,  476,  478,  485-487, 
501,  .502,  513,  514,  528,  529,  531,  .537-539,  541,  542,  550,  552,  565-568,  570,  583, 
587,  598,  608,  610,  611,  622,  628,  632,  644-648,  661,  664,  667,  676,  678,  679,  681, 
685,  687,  688,  699,  702,  704,  714,  715,  727,  728,  738,  739,  742,  754-758,  763,  780- 
783,  796,  797,  812, 823,  825,  827,  828,  835, 846,  848,  861-863,  865,  866, 870, 872, 
874,  887,  888,  897,  900,  901,  904,  907,  908,  913-915,  919,  931,  933,  934,  939,  949, 
952-955,  958,  971,  972,  1019,  1020,  1022,  1033,  1034,  1037,  1043,  1045,  1066, 
1067, 1077,  1079,  1091,  1104,  1134,  1172,  1185,  1219,  1288,  1290,  1295,  1297, 
1329,  1331,  1337,  1375,  1421,  1429,  1430,  1432,  1439-1442,  1447,  1457,  1458 

Staff.  Announcement  of 146 

Logan,  Samuel.  Mentioned 1111 

Logan,  Thomas  M. 

Correspondence  with  Matthew  C.  Butler 1440 

Mentioned 845 

Lomax,  John  Mentioned 158 

Long,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 997 

Longstreet,  James. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1078 

Mentioned 449,  450 

Looney,  George  C.  Mentioned 1072 

Lord,  William  A.  Mentioned 370 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Loring,  William  W. 

Correspondence  Avith 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1240 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 1313, 1442 

Mentioned 1275, 1354, 1356, 1412-1414 

Loud,  John  S.  Mentioned 707 

Lough,  Thomas. 

Corres]>ondence  Avith  LeAvis  B.  Parsons 223, 

231,  232,  240,  244,  249,  250,  253,  260,  265-267,  273,  275,  276,  279 

Mentioned 218,  220,  221,  240,  248’  260,  264,  269,  270 

Louisburg,  Steamer.  ^Mentioned 14,202 

Louise,  Steanjer,  Mentioned 12.5,202,302 
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Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Liglit — Battalions:  Orleans  Guard  { Batteries),  A,  466-468,  992, 

1070, 1159, 1175, 1197.  Batteries  : Louisiana  Guard,  992, 1070. 

Lovelace,  B.  F.  Mentioned 1041 

Lovell,  Mansfield.  Mentioned 1454 

Love’s,  or  Blue’s  Bridge,  S.  C.  Skirinisli  at,  March  8, 1865.  Communications 
from 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1348 

Montgomery,  John  G.  M 1352 

Slocum,  Henry  W 731 

Low,  James  P.  Mentioned 158 

Lowe,  N.  O.  Correspondence  with  John  Sykes 467 

Lowe,  Thomas  M.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 264 

Lowman,  Captain. 

Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 838 

Mentioned 768 

Lowndes,  Rawlins.  Mentioned 1177 

Lowry,  A.  M Mentioned 172,1027 

Lowry,  Robert.  Mentioned 1275,1441 

Loyalist,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202,  576,  806 

Luca.s,  J.  Jonathan.  Mentioned 1070 

Luce,  Stephen  B.  Mentioned 199 

Ludlow,  William.  Mentioned 366,  634,  690,  937 

Ludwick,  Ephraim  A.  Mentioned 624 

Lumpkin,  Edward  P.  Mentioned 1113 

Lusk,  L.  W.  Mentioned 1070 

Luttwitz,  Adolphus  von.  Mentioned 49,  578,  605,  642 

Lynch,  James.  Mentioned 39-41 

Lynch,  John  A.  Mentioned 287 

Lynch’s  Creek,  S.  C.  Skirmisli  at,  Feb.  26, 1865.  Communication  from  John 

M.  Corse 586 

Lyon,  Gideon  A.  Mentioned 816 

Lyon,  Isaac  S.  Mentioned 418 

McAdams,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 1165 

McAlister,  Alexander  C.  Mentioned 1354 

Me  Alpine,  C.  L.  Mentioned 579 

Macbeth,  Charles.  Mentioned 484 

MacCahill,  Philip.  Mentioned 182 

McCallum,  Daniel  C. 

Corresiioudenco  rvith 

Leach,  Frederick 951 

Sherman,  William  T 157 

War  Department,  U.  S 19 

Whiton,  William  11 636 

Wright,  AVilliam  W 19,  356,  ,579 

Mentioned 106, 113,  16.3, 175,  177,  930,  919 

McCarthey,  Charles.  Mentioned 628 

McCaus,  J.  W.  Mentioned >. 1005 

McChesney,  Joseph  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Schofield,  George  W 768,788 

Schofield,  John  M 716 

Mentioned 626,  7(57 

McClellan,  George  B,  Mentioned 1.306 
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McClellan,  Henry  B, 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1438 

Mentioned 1301, 1314, 1323, 1357, 1376, 1387, 1392,  1404, 1432 

For  correspondenee  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  fVade  Hamjiton. 

McClintock,  James  M.  Mentioned 42,622 

McClure,  Oliver  S.  Mentioned 623,709,945 

McClurg,  Alexander  C.  For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Jefferson 
C.  Davis. 

McCord,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 623 

McCormick,  Abner  H.  Mentioned 340,341 

McCown,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  E.  Smith 133 

Mentioned 115, 119,  487 

McCoy,  H.  K. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler 1030 

Mentioned 1044, 1045, 1059, 1172 

McCoy,  James  C.  Mentioned 962 

McCrady,  John. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1423 

Mentioned 1122, 1210, 1396, 1422 

McCrea, . Mentioned 699 

McDaniel,  John  R.  Mentioned 1015 

McDonough,  Steamer.  Mentioned 140,  533 

McDougald,  W,  J.  Mentioned 1155 

McDuffin,  D.  G.  Correspondence  with  H.  A.  McSwain 1348 

Macfeely,  Robert.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsops 246,  257,  260 

Mackall,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1052, 1060, 1065, 1077, 1132,  1455 

Mentioned 1133, 1321, 1322, 1398 

McKenzie,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  A.  Elder 1043 

Mentioned 1072 

McKim,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 225,  227 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 222,  239,  240,  243,  244,  248,  258,  280 

Smith,  William  Prescott 247 

Mentioned 233,  240,  243,  245,  246,  250,  255,  256,  259 

McKinney,  Captain.  Mentioned 1344 

MacKnight,  Owen  B.  Mentioned 451 

McKoy,  Almond  A.  Mentioned 1155,1239,1359 

McLane,  James  J.  Correspondence  with  George  W.  Schofield 768 

McLauren,  D.  Mentioned 218 

McLaws,  Lafayette. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1223 

Anderson,  Paul  F 1062 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1094, 1168, 1217, 1223 

Bragg,  Braxton 1448 

Church,  W.  L 1026 

Colcock,  Charles  J 1010, 1011, 1022, 1033, 1036, 1041, 1049, 1054 

Dibrell,  George  G 994 

Earle,  William  E 1016 

Elliott,  Robert  W.  B 1053 

Fiser,  John  C 986, 1049 
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McLaws,  Lafayette — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Gonzales,  Ambrosio  J 986 

Hardee,  William  J 981, 984-986, 

989, 998, 1008, 1016, 1046, 1053, 1086, 1094, 1141, 1167,  1175,  1195,  1205,  1446 

Harrison,  George  P.,  jr 989,  993, 1010, 1019, 1023, 1038, 1041, 1062, 1066 

Heyward,  George  C 1182 

Holmes,  Charles  R 1074 

Humes,’  William  Y.  C 979,  981,  982,  985, 1074, 1075, 1080, 1081, 1097 

Kennedy,  John  D 1027, 1032, 1087 

King,  Mallory  P 1086 

Lewie,  Frederick  S 1036 

Lillard,  W.  W 1161, 1168 

Manigault,  Joseph 990 

Paysinger,  T.  M 1057, 1451 

Smart,  H.  C 1183 

Stackhouse,  Eli  T 1066, 1073 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1100, 1134, 1143,  1144, 1160, 1168 

Wheeler,  Joseph 984,  999, 1013, 1020, 1022, 1034, 1037, 1044, 1063 

Wright,  Ambrose  R 1010 

Mentioned *. 162,  870,  984,  990, 992-994, 998, 

999, 1008, 1014, 1019, 1026, 102?,  1029, 1032, 1033, 1036, 1038, 1039, 1041, 1044, 
1047,  1049,  1050,  1054,  1063,  1067,  1069,  1074,  1079-1082,  1087,  1091, 1093- 

1095,  1097,  1100,  1101,  1120,  1125,  1136,  1144-1146,  1162,  1166,  1170,  1179, 

1183,  1186,  1205,  1208,  1211,  1216,  1222,  1227,  1229,  1230,  1242,  1248, 1258, 

1282,  1285,  1333,  1357,  1363,  1397,  1402,  1408,  1410,  1444,  1445,  1451,  1460 

McLean,  Nathaniel  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Edward  S 357 

Coucb,  Darius  N 912 

Mentioned 214,  215,  233, 234, 236.  237, 560,  623, 672,  694,  726,  818, 912 

McLemore,  William  S.  Mentioned 994-996, 1072, 1075, 1213, 1403 

McMahon,  John.  Mentioned 167 

McMartin,  D.  George.  Mentioned 605 

McMillan,  Garnett. 

Correspondence  with  Gabriel  J.  Rains 1299 

Mentioned 1300 

McMillan,  James.  Mentioned 605 

McMurphy, . Mentioned 280 

Macon,  T.  L.  Mentioned 1045, 1046 

McPeak,  Thomas.  Mentioned 701 

McPhail,  C.  C.  For  correspondence,  see  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 

McPheeters,  A.  M.  Mentioned 1192 

McQiieen,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 55 

Mentioned 63,  72,  73,  82,  307,  418,  565,  609,  611 

McQuiston,  John  C.  Mentioned 607,620,623,708,816 

McRae,  D.  K. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Taylor  Wood 1250,  1251 

Mentioned  1250 

McSwain,  H.  A.  Correspondence  with  D.  G.  McDuffin 1348 

Magrath,  A.  G.  Mentioned 23,  993,  999,  1090, 1107,  1161, 1238,  1245,  1361 

For  corres))oudence,  etc.,  see  South  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Magruder,  John  B.  Mentioned 1306 
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Mahon,  Samuel.  Mentioned 388 

Mahone,  William.  Mentioned 179,193,213 

Maine,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 499,  526 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 9th,  625 ; 12th,  14th,  627. 

Mainor,  W.  T.  Mentioned 874 

Majestic,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237 

Major  Anderson,  Steamer.  Mentioned... 257,264 

Mallett,  Peter.  Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1360 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  Mentioned 1297, 1306 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Manigault,  Captain.  Mentioned 1070 

Manigault,  Arthur  M.  Mentioned 1262,  1285 

Manigault,  Edward.  Mentioned 1070, 1142 

Manigault,  Joseph.  Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 990 

Map.  See  Sletch. 

Maria  Denning,  Steamer.  Mentioned 235,  236 

Markland,  A.  H.  Mentioned 60,971 

Marmora,  Steamer.  Mentioned 222,  236,  238,  246,  250,  257 

Marple,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 340 

Mentioned 402,  627 

Marrill,  Jesse.  Mentioned 370 

Marshall,  General.  Mentioned 1068 

Marthell,  Emil. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 929 

Mentioned 605 

Martin,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  Lawrence  S.  Baker 1366 

Mentioned 1155, 1366 

Martin,  William  H.  Mentioned 624 

Martin,  William  T.  Mentioned 1023,1157 

Marven,  John  C.  Mentioned 649 

Mary  A.  Boardman,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,  202 

Mary  Benton,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202,840,861 

Maryland,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 526 

Mason,  A.  P.  Mentioned 1132,  1266, 1267 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department, 

U.  S 499, 526 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments  : 2d,  621,  625,  626,  638,  655,  815,  947. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 4th,  292,  315,  325,  604,  627. 


Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs ; 17th,  511,621,  626,  638;  23d,  625,  637;  25th,  27th, 
625,638;  33d,  455;  38th,  628;  54th  {Colored),  325,  626;  55th  (Colored), 


44, 52, 57,  66, 186, 188,  326,  626. 

Massey, . Mentioned 341 

Mastin,  Captain. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  Iverson 1098 

Mentioned  1098 

Matagorda,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Mathewes,  J.  Raven.  Mentioned 1071 

Matthews,  Edmund  O.  Mentioned 292 

Maury,  Dabney  H.  Mentioned 1152 

Maxwell,  J.  A.  Mentioned 992 
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M?.xwell,  Mary.  Mentioned 37 

May,  Ella,  Steamer.  Mentioned 770, 802, 813-815, 837 

Mayfield,  Ga.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beaure- 
gard  1056,1060 

Mayflower,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Maynard,  Edward.  Mentioned 623 

Meade,  George  G.  Mentioned 58, 511, 564, 948 

Meagher,  Thomas  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Halleck,  Henry  W 119, 126 

Palmer,  Innis  N 371 

Schofield,  John  M 204 

Mentioned 116, 121, 

127, 131, 171, 191, 192,  213,  214,  281, 293,  294,  305,  306,  316-318,  326,  327,  342, 
383,  394,  416,  498,  501,  509, 561,  564,  626,  638,  654,  725,  743,  790,  835,  949, 1091 

Relieved  from  duty  in  Department  of  North  Carolina 561 

Means,  Robert  S.  Mentioned 1032, 1073 

Medals  of  Honor. 

Awarded  to  enlisted  men  of  Army  of  the  Tennessee 124 

Order  awarding,  in  Army  of  the  Tennessee  suspended 181 

Mehringer,  John.  Mentioned ' 607 

Mehringer,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 623 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Mentioned 3, 

18,  35, 46,  277,  384,  416,  442,  443,  475,  512,  574,  636,  948,  949 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quarter master- GeneraVs  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Melchers,  F.  Mentioned 1073 

Melton,  Samuel  W.  * For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General’s  Office,  C.S.  A. 

Memminger,  C.  G.,  jr.  Mentioned 1284 

Memminger,  Robert  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Daniel  H.  Hill. 
Mercer,  Hugh  W. 

Assignment  to  duty 1316 

Mentioned 1026, 1071, 1157, 1316 

Mercury,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,  238,  246,  250 

Mesereau,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 325 

Mentioned 626 

Messick,  O.  M.  Mentioned 1035 

Metard, . Correspondence  with 

Harrison,  George  E 468 

Ruskill, 469 

Metcalf,  Lyne  S.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 221,  222,  227 

Meulen,  Emelius  de.  Mentioned 626 

Mew,  Mrs.  Mentioned 1087 

Michie,  Peter  S.  Mentioned 8 

Michigan,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Deparipment,  U.  S 526 

Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  B,  119,916;  F,  623,  816. 

Cavaliy — Regiments  : 9th,  450. 

Engineers— /?e5r/me/7fs:  1st,  116, 117, 123, 124, 192,  364-366,  401,  410,  422,  423, 
444,449,456,461,487,488,506,507,516,531,  542,  552,  572,  588,  599,  622,  650, 

690,  703,  718,  731,  740,  759-761,  831,  850,  891,  920,  931,  933,  958,  959. 

Infantry — Regiments:  23d,  25th,  560,623;  28th,  191,  623. 

Mickle,  William  H.  Mentioned 298 


1540 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Mickler,  John  H.  Mentioned 618 

Middleton,  W.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 34 

Miles,  David, 

Correspondence  with  William  P.  Carlin 20 

Mentioned 906 

Milholland,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 303,  623 

Military  Complications.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1031 

Ripley,  Roswell  S 1030 

Schofield,  John  M 832 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 590 


Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi.  (Union.)  See  Mississippi,  Military 
Division  of  the. 

Military  Division  of  the  West.  (Confederate  ) See  West,  Military  Division 


of  the. 

Millard,  David  T.  Mentioned 1155 

Mill  Creek,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  22, 1865.  Communications  from  Wil- 
liam T.  Sherman 964.  965 

Milieu,  M.  B.  Mentioned 1163 

Miller,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 12 

Miller,  Perry  F.  Mentioned 388 

Miller,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 983 

Hardee,  William  J 1005 

Mentioned 1032, 1069, 1073 

Mills,  James.  Mentioned 38 

Mills,  John  A.  Mentioned 128 

Mills,  John  H.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 936 

Mentioned 667 

Mills,  T.  R.  Mentioned 167 

Milton,  John.  Mentioned 1006,1449 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Florida,  Governor  of. 

Mindil,  G-eorge  W.  Mentioned 134, 140, 

150,  324,  .350,  366,  381,  518,  532,  574,  602,  733,  850,  940 
Mingo  Creek,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  18,  1865.  Communication  from 

Alpheus  S.  Williams 892 

Minnehaha,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,  238,  250 

Minnesota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries  : 1st,  17, 148,  334,  462. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d,  381;  8th,  623. 

Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the.  (Union.) 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Sherman : No.  1,  11. 


Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1865 — Sherman : No.  1,  9;  No.  7,  29;  No.  8, 
33;  No.  10,  35;  No.  11,  46;  No.  12,  50;  No.  13,  52;  Nos.  14, 
15,  60;  Nos.  17,  18,  81;  No.  19,  90;  No.  23,  157;  No.  25, 
343;  No.  26,  444;  No.  28,  779;  No.  29,  795;  No.  32,  807;  No. 
33,  930.  Kilpatrick:  No.  28,  603;  No.  29,  635;  No.  30,  653. 
Recommendations  for  promotions  in.  Communication  from  William  T. 


Sherman 16 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.  31, 1865 ■ 192 

Feb.  28, 1865  822 
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Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  12th,  1072.  Regiments  : 9th,  10th,  11th,  1072;  Jeff. 

Davis  Legion,  845. 

Missouri,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 499, 526 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  1st  {Batteries),  H,  84,  139,  147,  333,  362,  407, 

408,  460,  504. 

Engineers — Regiments : 1st,  71, 127, 138, 146, 192,  308, 433,  622. 

Infantry — Regiments:  18th,  1020;  29th,  72,  92,  128,  287,  378,  446,  478,  505, 


531,  550,  646, 679, 827. 

Mitchell, . Mentioned 1151 

Mitchell,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  James  D.  Morgan 764 

Mentioned 410,  787,  939 

Mitchell,  Lewis  B.  Mentioned 146 

Mobly,  Mrs.  Mentioned 1283 

Moccasin,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 438 

Moffatt,  Edward  S.  Mentioned 418 

Molineux,  . Mentioned 6 

Molloy,  Ferdinand. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1385 

Mentioned 1082, 1088, 1273 

Moncrief,  William  J.  Mentioned 982, 997 

Monroe’s  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.  Engagement  at,  March  10, 1865. 

Communications  from 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 786 

Lee,  Robert  E 806 

Mitchell,  John  G 764 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 806 

Monterey,  Steamer.  Mentioned 132, 180 

Montgomery,  John  G.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Matthew  P.  Taylor 1345, 1352 

Mentioned 1345, 1348, 1351, 1352 

Montgomery,  Milton.  Mentioned 488,  932 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 89 

Moore,  Edwin  H.  Mentioned 30 

Moore,  E.  Lewis.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  B.  Hawley. 

Moore,  J.  Blue.  Mentioned 1396,1400 

Moore,  John  H.  Mentioned 605 

Moore,  John  L.  Mentioned 1053 

Moore,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams 785 

Mentioned 139,  297,  323,  335,  613,  691,  705,  937,  940 

Moore  Lazarus  L.  Mentioned 358 

Moore,  N.  H.  Mentioned 1393 

Moore,  Orlando  H. 

Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 497 

Mentioned 358, 438, 494-496,  509, 523, 580,  607, 623 

Moore,  S.  P.  Mentioned 1122 

Moore,  W.  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1450 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 1326 

Mentioned 1216 

Moore,  William  A.  Mentioned 626 
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Mordecai,  J.  Randolph.  Mentioned 1196 

Morfit,  Mason.  Mentioned 1328 

Morgan,  James  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C 134, 

139,  336,  348,  402,  435, 553, 614,  634,  650,  651, 669, 682,  719,  732, 741, 921, 939 

Mitchell,  John  G 764 

Slocum,  Henry  W 669 

Mentioned 130,  297, 

323,  335,  336, 348,  380, 401, 409, 410,  423, 434, 449,  462, 481,  489, 507,  517,  590, 
613, 614,  633,  634,  705, 732,  741,  764,  830, 878, 886, 890,  934,  938,  949,  958,  959 

Staff.  Announcement  of 120 

Morgan,  John  C.  Mentioned 60 

Morning  Star,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243, 250 

Morris, . Mentioned 274 

Morris,  Daniel.  Mentioned 624 

Morris,  Walter  J.  Mentioned 1060 

Morse,  Malcolm. 

Correspondence  with  William  D.  Gale 1133 

Mentioned 1133 

Morton,  Oliver  P.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Indiana,  Governor  of. 

Moseley,  Abner  A.  Mentioned 1069,1155 

Moseley,  William  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Henry  TV.  Slocum. 
Moseley  Hall,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Brax- 
ton Bragg 1388 

Moseley  Hall,  N.  C.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.  Correspondence  with  Brax- 
ton Bragg 1381 

Moses,  R.  J.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1088, 1092, 1140 

Mott,  Frederick.  Mentioned 689 

Mount  Elon,  S.  C.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  27, 1865.  Communications  from 

Duncan,  William 608 

Howard,  Oliver  O 608,  611 

Mower,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 47, 

93,  197,  347,  667,  680,  761,  784,  849, 956, 957 

Mentioned 10,  48,  51,  99, 100, 103, 

106, 107, 129, 132, 144, 148, 160-162,  183, 194, 197,  206-208,  286-289,  291,  292, 
296,  298,  309,  310,  322,  332,  334,  347,  359-363, 365,  374,  380,  390, 400,  409, 422, 
434,  448,  461,  478,  479,  487,  506,  507,  516,  531^,  532,  542,  550-552,  571,  572,  588, 
599,  600,  650,  661,  666,  667,  681,  690,  703,  718,  731,  740,  759,  761,  797, 828,  829, 
848, 865,  876,  877,  889,  902,  903,  915,  941, 950,  956,  974,  975, 1033, 1034, 1043 
Moyer,  Charles.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Aljjheus  S.  TflUiams. 

Muldrow,  Henry  L.  Mentioned 1072 

Mulford,  John  E.  Mentioned 27,793 

Munitions  of  War,  Supplies  of,  etc.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1210  ^ 

Beckwith,  Amos 943 

Cox,  Jacob  D 707 

Dodge,  George  S 392,393,807,852 

Easton,  Langdon  C 8,  473 

Grant,  U.S 19,885 

Hall eck,  Henry  W 442 

Hill,  Daniel  1 1 1045 

Palmer,  Innis  N 356 
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Munitions  of  War.  Supplies  of,  etc.  Communications  from — Continued. 


Quartermaster-GeneraEs  Office,  U.  S.  A 440,443,474,475,512 

Remick,  David 147,971 

Schofield,  John  M 384,850,851 

Sherman,  William  T 795,970 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 1326 

Terry,  Alfred  H 818,840 

War  Department,  C.  S 1330 

Munnerlyn,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 1390 

Munson,  Gilbert  D.  Mentioned 322,784 

Myers,  Major.  Mentioned 1108 

Myers,  J ames  H. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 271 

Mentioned 624,  977 

Myers,  J asper.  Mentioned 653, 895 

Myrick,  John  R.  Mentioned 625 

Nansemond,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 438 

Nantasket,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Napier,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1347 

Nashville,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,250,257 

Naugatuck,  Steamer.  Mentioned 255 

Naushon,  Steamer.  Mentioned 186,202 

Navigator,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,238,246,250,257 

Navy,  U.  S.  Co-operation  of,  with  Army.  Communications  from 

Dahlgren,  John  A 424,  533 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W 353,354 

Foster,  John  G 140, 141 

Rhind,  Alexander  C 770,  814, 815 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 413 

Schofield,  John  M 371,  425, 426 

Scott,  Gustavus  H 353 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1110, 1129 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dahlgren 473 

Neal,  Andrew.  Mentioned 39 

Neal,  James  H.  Mentioned 1156 

Neely,  James  J.  Mentioned 1019,1053 

Neff,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 623 

Negroes. 

Action  touching.  Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 1137 

Sherman,  William  T 60 

Enlistment  of.  Resolution  regarding,  offered  in  Legislature  of  Virginia.  455 
Interview  between  colored  ministers  and  church  officers  at  Savannah,  Ga., 

and  Edwin  M.  Stanton  and  William  T.  Sherman 37 

See  also  Colored  Troops. 

NeU,  Cecil  C.  Mentioned 313,370,576 

Nellie  Baker,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Nelson,  Lieutenant.  Corresi)ondence  with  John  M.  Schofield 837 

Neptune,  Steamer.  Mentioned 127,  202 

Nereus,  Steamer.  Mentioned 394 

Nesbitt,  Colonel.  Mentioned 1099 

Nethercutt,  John  H.  Mentioned 1156,1424,1462 

Neuse,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 789, 1367 
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Neuse  River,  N.  C. 

Skirmish  at,  March  23,  1865.  See  Cox’s  Bridge,  Neuse  liiver,  N.  C.  Skir- 
mish at,  March  23,  1865. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near,  March  19-20,  1865.  See  Cox’s  Bridge,  Neuse  River, 

N.  C.  Skirmishes  at  and  near,  March  19-20,  1865. 

Nevada,  Steamer.  Mentioned 294 

New  Hampshire,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department, 

U.S 499,526 


New  Hampshire  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  624;  4th,  625;  7th,  624;  14th,  627. 

New  Jersey  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 9th,  621,  626,  637 ; 13th,  199. 

Newton,  Captain.  Mentioned 311 

New  York,  Steamer.  Mentioned 317,326,858,897 

New  York,  N.  Y.  Congratulatory  resolutions  of  citizens  of,  on  recent  Union 

victories 563 

New  York,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Sawyer,  Roswell  M 501 

War  Department,  U.  S 499,  526 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  13th,  655;  16th,  624,657,774. 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  16th,  510,595,621,  625,  841,855,868;  23d,  625, 

655;  24th,  626.  Regiments:  3d,  326,  621,  625;  3d  (Rattcries),  A,  638, 896; 

B,  508,  626;  C,  626,638,815;  D,  638;  F,  188,627;  G,  I,  638. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  23d,  625.  Regiments:  12th,  625,  923;  20th,  625. 

Engineers — Regiments : 1st,  193,  626,  628 ; 15th,  404,  624. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d,  624,  657;  47th,  48th,  624;  54th,  121,  301,  314, 

414,  626,  675,  777,  792,  820,  843,  858,  897;  56th,  141,415,626,820,843,858; 

75th,  627;  85th,  637;  99th,  625;  102d,  940;  112th,  624;  115th,  625; 
117th,  624;  127th,  557,  593;  128th,  628,  893, 894 ; 131st,  627,  821,  894, 
911,923;  132d,  625,  637;  137th,  710;  142d,  624,  657;  144th,  187,  617, 
627,820,842;  156th,  628;  157th,  534,  576, 577;  159th,  627;  169th,  625, 

926;  175th,  628,893,894;  176th,  628. 

Niccolls,  Robert.  Mentioned 146 

Nichols,  George  W.  Mentioned 742 

Nicholson,  Edward  W.  Mentioned 623 

Nightingale,  Steamer.  Mentioned 246,  250 

Noble,  Joseph.  Mentioned 625 

Noble,  William  H.  Mentioned 1006 

Nora,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,  250 

Norman,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,250,257 

Norment,  Major.  Mentioned 1344 

North,  R.  Correspondence  with Ruskill 468 

North  Carolina. 

Affairs  in,  generally. 

Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 175, 176 

McRae,  D.  K 1250, 1251 

Palmer,  Iimis  N 49,  78, 165,  212, 415 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 1252-1255 

Military  Departments  embracing 44,  179 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communication  from  John  M. 

Schofield 384 
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North  Carolina — Con  tinned. 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from 

Baker,  La  wrence  S 1132 

Bragg,  Braxton 1114, 1119, 1120,-1130 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 404,  427 

Cox,  Jacob  D 471, 472,  482,  494,  521, 523, 524,  654,  723 

Grant,  U.S 189,193,558 

Hagood,  Johnson 1119 

Palmer,  Innis  N 639 

Schofield,  John  M 394, 

403,  427,  436,  437,  470,  471,  496,  497  520-524,  558,  580,  635,  654,  722 

Terry,  Alfred  H 524 

Newspaper  extract  concerning 417 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  in.  Communication  from 

U.S.  Grant 179 


See  also  Campaign  of  the  Carolinas 
North  Carolina,  Department  of.  (Confederate.) 

Bragg,  Braxton,  resumes  command  of 1242 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Feb.  10, 1865  1154-1156 

March  17, 1865  1408, 1424 

March  23, 1865  1460, 1462 

Hoke,  Robert  F,,  assigned  to  command  of  Third  Military  District  of 1242 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.,  assumes  command  of  troops  serving  in 1334 


Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865 — Bragg:  March  1,  1302;  March  7,  1341; 

March  11, 1378;  March  13, 1388;  March  16, 1404. 

Orders,  Circular  Field,  series  1865 — Bragg  : March  8, 1350. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Bragg:  No.  10,  1083;  No.  11,  1111;  No.  14. 

1153;  No.  15,  1242;  No.  16, 1269;  No.  17, 1302. 

Orders,  General  Field,  series  1865 — Bragg : No.  20, 1366. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Bragg:  No.  57, 1350;  No.  59, 1366. 

North  Carolina,  Department  of.  (Union.) 

Carter,  Samuel  P.,  assigned  to  command  of  Division  of  District  of  Beau- 


fort in 895 

Constituted 179 

Couch,  Darius  N.,  assumes  command  of  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  23d  Army 

Corps 620 

Cox,  Jacob  D. 

Assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Beaufort  in 579 

Assumes  command  of  District  of  Beaufort  in 637 

Relieved  from  command  of  District  of  Beaufort  in 895 

Greene,  George  S.,  assigned  to  command  of  Provisional  Division  of 895 

Hawley,  Joseph  R.,  assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Wilmington 636 

Meagher,  Thomas  F.,  relieved  from  duty  in 561 


Orders,  series  1865 — Terry:  Feb.  20,  510;  Feb.  25,  581;  March  15,  8.55; 

March  17,  884;  March  20,  926;  March  22.  965. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865 — Paine:  No.  5,  471;  No.  17,  841. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Schofield : No.  1,  370;  Nos.  3,4,454;  No.  8, 
605;  No.  9,620;  No.  12,  653;  No.  16,  852;  No.  17,  894;  No. 
18,  852,  911.  Abbott:  No.  3,  637.  Couch:  No.  5,  607.  Cox: 
Nos.  1,  2,  637;  No.  3,  638;  Nos.  4,  5,  673;  Nos.  6,  7,  697;  No. 

8,  581.  Moore:  No.  14,  708.  Palmer:  No.  1,  947.  Reilly:  No. 

9,  656;  No.  10,  884,  Ruger:  No.  10,  656;  No.  11,  708;  No. 
12,  735;  No.  13,  816.  Stiles:  No.  1,  839.  Terry:  No.  5,  201. 
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North  Carolina,  Department  of.  (Union) — Continued. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1885 — Schofield:  No.  1,  384;  No.  2,  394;  No.  3, 

403;  No.  5,  426;  No.  6,  895;  No.  7,  470;  No.  8,  493;  No.  10, 

520;  No.  13,  561;  No.  14,  579;  No.  15,594;  No.  16,  607;  No. 
18,636;  No.  20,  672;  No.  22,  694;  No.  23,  706;  No.  29,  837; 

No.  30,  882;  No.  32,  911;  No.  38,  977.  Couch:  No.  1,  620. 

Cox  : No.  1,911;  No.  4,815;  No.  10,  895;  No.  17,  581;  March 
20,  923.  Hawley:  No.  4,  696;  No.  5,  709;  No.  9,  774.  Paine: 

No.  22,  673.  Palmer:  No.  1,  947;  No.  3,  977;  No.  51,  510; 

No.  59,  621.  Reilly  : No.  20,  656.  Terry  : No.  34, 471 ; No.  35, 

483;  No.  37,  498;  No.  38,  510;  No.  41,  561;  No.  43,  595;  No. 

45,  620;  No.  46,  637;  No.  54,  774;  No.  57,  819;  No.  58,  841; 

No.  59,855;  No.  61,  896. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1865 — Schofield:  No.  5,  881;  No.  7,  910;  No.  8, 

977.  Palmer:  No.  1,  655;  No.  2,  674;  No.  8,  815;  No.  10,  854; 

No.  12,  884;  No.  13,896. 

Palmer,  Inn  is  N. 

Assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Beaufort  in 895 

Assumes  command  of  District  of  Beaufort  in 947 

Reilly,  James  W.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division,  23d 

Army  Corjjs 581 

Schofield,  John  M. 

Assigned  to  command  of 179 

Assumes  command  of 370 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Feb.  28, 1865  622-626 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1241, 1278 

Bragg,  Braxton 1114, 1280, 1318, 1334, 1345, 1346, 1363, 1448 

Davis,  Jefferson 1240 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1291, 1312, 1316,  1320, 1354, 1392, 1407 

Lee,  Robert  E 1230,1270,1312,1353 

Tait,  George 1178 

War  Department,  C S * 1296, 1425 

Proclamation  of,  to  people  of  North  Carolina.  Campaign  of  the  Carolinas, 

Jan.  1- April  26, 1865 1187 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned,  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy— i?affa//oA?s  : 1st,  1155;  10th,  1008,  1045,  1048,  1069,  1145, 

1424.1444.  Regiments:  2d,  3d,  1155. 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  3d  {Batteries),  A,  1069,  1155,  1371,  1378;  B, 
1068,1155;  C,  1155;  13th,  1069, 1155 ; 13th  (Ra/Zeries),  A,  1069, 1155;  D, 

1155;  E,  1069,1155.  Batteries:  Sampson,  1069,  1155.  Regiments:  1st 
{Batteries),  B,  1068, 1155;  F,  1155;  G,  H,  1068, 1155;  I,  K,  1069, 1155. 

Cavalry — Companies:  Coast  Guards,  1155.  Regiments:  6th, 883, 1155, 1367, 

1406, 1408, 1424,  1448. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Junior  Reserves,  1155;  2d  Local  Defense, 
1155,1289,1444;  3d  Senior  Reserves,  1155.  Companies:  McDougald’s, 

1155. 1444.  Regiments:  l.st  Junior  Reserves,  1155;  2d  Junior  Reserves, 

1155;  3d  Junior  Reserves,  1155,1187;  7th  Home  Guards,  1378;  7th 
Reserves,  1008,  1069,1145;  8th,  1156;  8th  Reserves,  1155,  1239,  1351; 

17th,  31st,  42d,  1156;  50th,  1008, 1045, 1048, 1069, 1145, 1156, 1444;  51st, 

1156;  56th,  1424  ; 61st,  66th,  1156;  67th,  68th,  1155, 1408, 1424, 1462. 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st*  {Colored),  626. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs  : 1st,  511,  621,  625,  626,  746,768,  815,  854,  911,  912;  2d, 

621. 
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North  Edisto  River,  S.  C. 

Skirmish  at  Gunter’s  Bridge  on.  See  Gunter’s  Bridge,  North  Edisto  Biver, 

S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feh.  14,  1865. 

Skirmishes  at,  Feh.  12-13, 1865.  Communications  from 


Corse,  John  M 400 

Hazen,  William  B 399, 406 

Slocum,  Henry  W 409 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Law,  Evander  M.,  relieved  from  duty  with 998 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Lee : No.  51,  1259. 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.  Mentioned 1090,1202,1330 

Northrop,  Theodore  F.  Mentioned 533,  651,  652 

Norton,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned 1039 

Noyes,  Augustus  P.  Mentioned 828 

Oakman,  Hiram  A.  Mentioned 625 

Ogilvie,  James.  Mentioned 17 


Oglesby,  Richard  J.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Illinois,  Governor  of. 

Ohio,  Army  of  the. 

Orders,  series  1865 — Schofield:  Jan.  26, 135.  Couch:  Jan.  25,  262;  Jan.  30, 
284. 


Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Cox  : No.  6,  293.  Ruger : No.  9,  494. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Schofield:  No.  18,  213;  No.  19,  303.  Cox:  No. 

8,214;  No.  9,303;  No.  13,  439;  No.  14,535. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1865 — Schofield : No.  16,  191. 

See  also  North  Carolina,  Department  of. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  North  Carolina,  Department  of . 
Recommendations  for  promotions  in.  Communication  from  John  M.  Scho- 


field   200 

Ohio,  Governor  of  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 499,  526 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Light— ^after/es  ; 15th,  44, 161, 173,  297, 310,  542,  553,  798,  829,  849, 
903,975;  19th,  623.  Regiments:  Ist  {Batteries), 'D,Q2i. 

Cavalry — Companies:  4th,  548.  Regiments:  7th,  622,  623;  9th,  450;  10th, 
450,  720. 

Infantry — Companies : 7th  Sharpshooters,  192,  622.  Regiments:  25th,  164, 
339,340,627;  3 2d,  100, 162,  681, 1029;  50th,  560,  623;  61st,  199;  70th,  83, 
84;  75th,  165,  627;  100th,  103d,  560,  624;  104th,  535,  560,  594,  624; 
107th,  203,  339,  627,  752,  777;  111th,  438, 439, 560,  623;  118th,  560,  623; 
174th,  623;  177th,  560,  624;  178th,  623;  180th,  191,  623 ; 181st,  183d, 


560, 623. 

O’Kane,  James.  Mentioned 

O’Keefe,  Keefe  S.  Mentioned 

Oladowski,  Hypolite. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 

Childs,  Frederick  L 

Mentioned 

Oliver,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Logan 

Mentioned 

Omaha,  Steamer.  Mentioned 

Oneoto,  Steamer.  Mentioned 

Orangeburg,  S.  C.  Skirmishes  about,  Feb.  11-12, 1865. 

Force,  Manning  F 

Howard,  Oliver  O 


292 

624 


1116,1270,1279 

1099 

1115 

332 

. . . . 476, 477,  629,  630, 664, 678 

237,238,250 

202 

Communications  from 

390 

385 
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Orangeburg,  S.  C. — Continued.  Skirmishes  about,  Feb.  11-12,  1865.  Com- 


munications from 

Palmer,  Joseph  B 1176 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1160 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S i 536 

War  Department,  U.  S 205 

Mentioned 18, 318 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Childs,  Frederick  L 1264 

Kennard,  James  M 1325 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 885 

Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troops.  984,  992, 1024-1026, 1032, 1047, 1053, 1069-1073, 1084, 1145, 1154- 
1156,  1205,  1262,  1282,  1285,  1333,  1386,  1397,  1408,  1424,  1437,  1460-1462 

Union  Troops 192, 193,  622-628 

Orr,  John  M,  Mentioned 494, 623,  708, 816 

Osborn,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 128 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Corse,  John  M 9,  23 

Hazen,  William  B 9,  23 

Smith,  Giles  A 23 

W oods,  Charles  R 23 

Mentioned 4,  9, 11,  22,  23,  25 

Otey,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1396 

Brent,  George  William 1171 

Mentioned 1177, 1240, 1399, 1423, 1455 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Owen,  Alfred  D.  Mentioned 623 

Packard,  Jasper.  Mentioned 623 

Paddock,  Byron  D.  Mentioned 623 

Padelford,  E.  Mentioned 167 

Page,  Peyton  N.  Correspondence  with  William  B.  Taliaferro 1170 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  B,  Taliaferro. 

Paine,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  H.  Terry 868,  945,  966 

Mentioned 306,  510,  536,  561,  595,  621,  625,  840,  841,  855,  868,  884,  896,  926 

Palestine,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,  238,  246,  250 

Palmer,  Alden  D.  Mentioned 946 

Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Assignment  to  command 895 

Assumes  command  of  District  of  Beaufort 947 

Correspondence  with 

Carter,  Samuel  P 498,  499 

Claassen,  Peter  J 639 

Cox,  Jacob  D 708,725,734,749-751,771-773,789 

Foster,  John  G 112, 165,  175,  356 

Grant,  U.S 383,498 

Hayes,  Philip  C 371 

Meagher,  Thomas  F 371 

Palmer,  Innis  N.,  Mrs 790 
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Palmer,  Innis  N. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Quartermaster-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A 212,  341,  356,  440 

Ehind,  Alexander  C 770 

Schofield,  John  M 316,  394,  771 

Sherman,  William  T 49,  78,  111,  4J5 

Slosson,  Henry  V 204 

Townsend,  Edward  D 67 

Mentioned  . . . 104, 114, 163, 176, 177, 190, 193,  204,  213,  214,  293,  305,  316,  317,  356,  383, 
384,  437, 454,  492,  520,  578, 580,  619,  620,  622,  625,  637-639, 654,  673,  697,  708, 
722-724,  743,  747,  748,  769,  790,  793, 806, 815,  816, 818,  881,  882,  895,  896,  928 

Stall.  Announcement  of 947 

Palmer,  Innis  N.,  Mrs.  Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 790 

Palmer,  John  B.  Mentioned 1178, 1274 

Palmer,  Joseph.  Mentioned 1055,1060,1065,1132,1183,1194 

Palmer,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Clayton,  Henry  D 1146 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1107,  1145, 1146, 1176 

Mentioned 329, 1101, 1124, 1134, 1143, 1161, 1262, 1285, 1462 

Palmer,  William  C.  Mentioned 419 

Palmer,  William  L.  Mentioned 947 

Palmetto  State,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 65 

Pardee,  Ario,  jr.  Mentioned . . 42, 134, 140, 150,  324,  350,  366,  518,  532,  574,  733,  850,  908 

Paris,  Andrew  B. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1381 

Mentioned 1069, 1155 

Parker,  Edward  L.  Mentioned 992, 1070 

Parker,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg ' 1343 

Mentioned 1293 

Parker,  Francis  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton ' 1214, 1227, 1233 


Cross,  J.  L 1234, 1235 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1094 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1214, 1234, 1235, 1243 

Ryan, 1234 

Mentioned 1292 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  F.  Hoke  ; also  Braxton  Bragg. 

Parker,  Frank  W.  Mentioned 625 

Parker,  Niles  G.  Mentioned 626 

Parkinson,  Edward  T.  Mentioned 734,947 

Parks,  Warham. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams 31 

Mentioned 366,  830,  831,  940 

Parrish,  Charles  S.  Mentioned 623 

Parsons,  Lewis  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 222,  229,  231,  233,  234,  238,  239,  251,  261 

Artsman,  Gus 245,  274,  277,  283 

Benwood,  W.  Va.,  Railroad  Agent  at 270 

Bruch,  Samuel 228 

Bruner,  J ames  R 282 

Burr,  Raymond 248 
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Parsons,  Lewis  B, — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Caldwell,  D.  W 221,  258,  268-270,  272,  274,  282,  284 

Cassell,  John  A 229 

Clement,  William  H 240 

Couch,  Darius  N 232,  267,  272 

Cronan,  John 267,270 

Cross,  Oshorn 244 

Donaldson,  James  L 225,  227 

Downs,  H.  L 231 

Edwards,  Arthur 221,  227,  232,  236,  249 

Emperor,  Steamer,  Captain  of 236 

Ernst,  Franklin 242,  246,  256 

Ford,  Joseph  B 241, 

245,  251,  252,  254,  259-263,  265,  268,  270-272,  274,  276,  277,  283 

Gale,  Samuel  C 241,  245,  249,  252,  255-257,  265 

G arrett,  J ohn  W 280 

Gray,D.S 240,244 

Hart,  Isaac  W 238,  240,  243,  250,  255,  256 

Harvey,  Alonzo  D 283 

Jewett,  Hugh  J 221,  248,  263,  264,  269,  270,  273,  282 

Kelley,  Benjamin  F.,  Jr 250,  252,  258 

Lewis,  John  V 222,259,280 

Livingston,  John  W 229 

Lough,  Thomas 223, 

231,  232,  240,  244,  249,  250,  253,  260,  265-267,  273,  275,  276,  279 

Lowe,  Thomas  M 264 

Macfeely,  Robert 246,  257,  260 

McKim,  William  W 222,  239,  240,  243,  244,  248, 258,  280 

Metcalf,  Lyne  S 221,  222,  227 

Myers,  James  H 271 

Potter,  Joseph  A 220 

Rasin,  Hanson 234,  235,  239 

Schofield,  George  W 228 

Schofield,  John  M 227-229,  242,  254 

Shroder,  James  R 284 

Smith,  William  Prescott 220,  221,  223,  230,  241, 

243,  216,  247,  249-256,  259,  261,  262,  264,  266,  270,  273,  276,  277,  279,  280,  284 

War  Department,  U.  S 192,  214,  219,  220, 

223,  228,  230,  231, 233,  237,  239,  241,  243,  245,  247,  253,  259,  261,  269,  275,  279 

Wilson,  Joseph  H 230,  231,  237,  238 

Woodward,  E.  W 240,  244,  260,  263,  264,  275,  278 

Woolfolk,  Austin  C 222,  234-236,  239 

Mentioned 224-227,  242,  247,  268 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 67, 156 

Patterson, . Mentioned 734 

Patterson,  Robert.  Mentioned 1305 

Patton,  William  T.  Mentioned 656 

Pawnee,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 122, 123, 140, 156 

Payhinger,  T.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J 1451 

McLaws,  Lafayette 10.57, 1451 

Mentioned 1032, 1037,  1066, 1087, 1416,  1447 
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Peace  Conference.  Communication  from  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  et  al 1189 

Pearce,  Christopher  T.  Mentioned 947 

Pearce,  James  H.  Mentioned 1006 

Pearce,  John  B.  Mentioned 297 

Pearce,  John  S.  Mentioned 94 

Pearson,  Edward  P.,jr.  Mentioned 26,128 

Pearson,  Richmond  M.  Mentioned 1250 

Pease, . Mentioned 273,276 

Pedee,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 680 

Peeples,  W.  B.  Mentioned 1041 

Pemberton,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A 1153 

Mentioned 466,1115,1159,1307 


Pennsylvania,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S.  499,  526 
Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  2d,  656,657,696;  2d  {Batteries),  A,  498,625. 
Artillery,  Light — Batteries : E,  134, 140, 150,  850. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  9th,  720;  13th,  560,  706,  791,  812,  817,  818,  855,  902, 

926,  941. 

Infantry— /?e^/me/7ts ; 52 d,  174,  576-578,  626, 820, 843, 858, 897 ; 76th,  97th, 

624;  101st,  103d,  626,674;  203d,  624. 

Perkins,  Henry  W,  For  correspondence  as  A A.  G.,  see  Alpheus  S.  Williams. 

Perrin,  Hector.  -Correspondence  with  John  A.  Logan 679,827 

Perry,  Albert  C.  Mentioned 146 

Perry,  Alexander  J.  Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

USA 474 


Perry,  Leonard  B.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  P.  Hatch. 


Pettit,  George  F.  Mentioned 623 

Pettus,  Edmund  W. 

Correspondence  with  Carter  L.  Stevenson 1161, 1162 

Mentioned 1160, 1262, 1285, 1462 

Peyton,  James  T.  Correspondence  with  James  B.  Eustis 1077 

Phelan,  James.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1303 

Phelps, . Mentioned 945,946 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Phillips,  John  W.  Mentioned 825 

Phillips,  Pleasant  J.  Mentioned 1071 

Pickands,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 624 

Pickett,  George  E.  Mentioned 875 

Pickett,  W.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardee,  William  J 1159, 1162 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1135, 1162 

Mentioned 1023, 1097 


For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Pike,  James.  Mentioned 910 

Pillow,  Gideon  J. 

Assignment  to  duty 1284, 1313 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A 1174 

Mentioned 442,  1174, 1202,  1284, 1313, 1398 

Pillsbury,  Gilbert.  Mentioned 641 

Pinckney,  R.  F.  Mentioned 1117, 1234 

Place,  James  E.  Mentioned 193,  575,  617,  626,  628 

Planter,  Steamer.  Mentioned 5,  202 

Plato,  Tug.  Mentioned 202 
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Pocotaligo,  S.  C. 

Advance  of  Union  forces  from  Beaufort  to,  and  skirmishes,  Jan.  14,  1865. 
Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 47, 51 

Brent,  George  William 1016 

Colcock,  Charles  J 1010 

Hardee,  William  J 1014, 1019 

Howard,  Oliver  O 50,  54,  55,  57 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1011, 1013 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1013 

Wright,  Ambrose  R 1010 

Skirmish  near,  Jan.  26, 1865.  Communication  from  Charles  J.  Colcock 1049 

Poe,  Clara,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,238,250 

Poe,  Orlando  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Dayton,  Lewis  M 123 

Grover,  Cuvier 110 

Logan,  John  A 331 

Sherman,  William  T 116, 123, 124,  318,  950 

Wright,  William  W 951 

Mentioned 143,  444,  779,  885,  936,  937,  961 

Pointer,  Marcellus.  Mentioned ; 981,1071 

Polhill,  B.  M.  Mentioned 1071 

Polk,  John  R.  Mentioned 627 

Polk,  Leonidas.  Mentioned 1310, 1311 

Pontiac,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 121, 199,  424 

Pool,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg  . . 1351, 1398, 1405, 1406, 1425, 1436, 1448, 1453 

Mentioned 1155, 1388, 1445, 1446 

Poole,  D.  H.  Mentioned 1428 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Pope,  G-eorge.  Mentioned 626 

Porter,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 324 

Schofield,  John  M 371,  403,  425,  426,  438,  470 

Sherman,  William  T 68,104,142 

Townsend,  Edward  D 66 

Mentioned 19,  21,  22,  49,  67,  68,  79,  97, 110, 154, 162,  372,  558,  564,  791 

Porter,  James.  Mentioned 39 

Porter,  James  D.,  jr.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Benjamin  F.  Cheat- 
ham. 

Porter,  John  L.  Mentioned 1110 

Portlock,  E.  E.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A.  1203, 1363 

Mentioned 1204 

Post-Office  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S.  1295 
Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 141,302,368 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 368 

Hatch,  John  P 292,  604,  616,  752,  778 

Schimmelfeuuig,  Alexander.. 577,  617 

Mentioned 74,  77, 108, 110, 115, 121, 140,  151, 186, 193,  210,  292,  339,  391, 

411,  412,  414,  423,  463,  484,  534,  556,  575,  576,  616,  618,  626,  627,  641,  675,  805 
Relieved  from  duty  with  Coast  Division,  Department  of  the  South 121 
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Potter,  Joseph  A.  Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 220 

Potter,  William  M.  Mentioned 908 

Potts,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with  Giles  A.  Smith 100,  681 

Mentioned 17,  30,  421 

Powell,  Edward  H.  Mentioned 625 

Powell,  Thomas  E.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Prather,  Allen  W.  Mentioned 623 

Prather,  John  S.  Mentioned 1071,1448 

Pratt,  William  B.  Mentioned 146 

Preble,  George  H.  Mentioned 292 

President,  C.  S.  See  Jefferson  Davis. 

President,  U.  S.  See  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Preston,  John.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Matthew  C.  Butler. 

Price,  Captain.  Mentioned 1367 

Pride,  William  G.  Mentioned 498,  594,  625 

Prince,  Frederick  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Hawley,  Joseph  E 752 

Schofield,  John  M 656,  657 

Mentioned 624, 696,  709,  774,  775 

Prince,  Henry. 

Assignment  to  duty - *. 300 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 314 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A , 575,  618,  967 

Henry,  William  A 61g 

Mentioned 152, 157,  300,  312,  324,  355,  367,  425,  805 

Pringle,  Steamer.  Mentioned 235,236 

Pringle,  Motte  A.  Correspondence  with  G.  W.  Lamar 468 

Prisoners  of  War.  Treatment,  exchange  of,  etc. 

Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1156,1157 

Foster,  John  G 27 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 412,  452 

Hampton,  Wade .* 596 

Jones,  Samuel 340 

Kilpatrick,  J udson 554 

Logan,  John  A 567,  677 

Sherman,  William  T 19,  546,  567 

Newspaper  extract  concerning • 442 

Pritchard,  William  H.  Mentioned 124 

Private  Property. 

Depredations  on.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 717 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 641 

Howard,  Oliver  O 33,  34,  360,  475,  505,  677,  714 


Logan,  John  A 331 

Terry,  Alfred  H 966 

Wheeler,  Joseph 330 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 184 

Imj)ressment  of.  Communication  from  G.  T.  Beauregard 1092 

Proudfit,  James  K.  Mentioned 322 

Pruden,  W.  H.  Mentioned 1071 
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Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beau- 
regard  1239,1319 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  IT.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Brown,  S.  Lockwood 527 

Card,  Benjamin  C 527 

Dodge,  George  S 392,  393,  579,  778 

Easton,  Langdon  C 8,  473 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 675,  736 

Grant,  U.  S 19,  929,  930 

Halleck,  Henry  W *- 443,  844 

Hodges,  Henry  C 475 

Ingalls,  Rufus 127 

Palmer,  Innis  N 212,  341,  356,  440 

Perry,  Alexander  J 474 

Sherman,  William  T 180 

Thomas,  Charles  W 83 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart 474 

War  Department,  U.  S 37, 132, 512 

Quinn,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Alexander  Schimmelfennig 508 

Mentioned 326 

Quirk, . Mentioned 468,1182 

Railroads.  Destruction  of.  Communications  from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 333,  408,  409,  460,  478,  506,  515 

Bragg,  Braxton 1294, 1302 

Burkhardt,  Christian 505 

Hazen,  William  B 477 

Howard,  Oliver  O 333,408,456 

Logan,  John  A 477,478 

Poe,  Orlando  M 331 

Sherman,  William  T 338,  343,  348,  349 

Smith,  John  E 378 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 337 

Woods,  Charles  R 361,  377 

Rains,  Gabriel  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Hampton,  W ade * 13C0 

.Johnston,  Joseph  E 1336 

McMillan,  Garnett 1299 

Mentioned 1239,1315,1325 

Rains,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1121, 1223: 

Mentioned 1055 

Raleigh  Road,  N.  C.  Reconnaissance'  to  Silver  Run  Creek  on.  See  Silver  Bun 
Creek,  N.  C.  Beconnaissance  from  Fayetteville  on  the  Baleigh  road 
to,  March  14,  1865. 

Ramsay,  H.  A.  Corresjiondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1223 

Ramsey,  D.  Breck.  Mentioned 1072 

Randlett,  James  F.  Mentioned 624,  927,  946 

Rannels,  William  J.  Mentioned 627 

Ransom,  Alfred.  Mentioned 625 

Ransom,  Hyatt  C.  Mentioned 928 

Rasin,  Hanson.  Correspondence  with 

Allen.  Robert 225 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 234,235,239 
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Ratchford,  J.  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Carter  L.  Stevenson. 


Rattlesnake,  Steamer.  Mentioned 1127 

Raum,  Green  B.  Mentioned 62 

Rawlins,  John  A.  Mentioned 165, 186,  203 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Statf,  see  Z7.  S.  Grant. 

Raworth,  D.  B.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Dibrelh 

Raymond,  J ohn  W.  Mentioned 625 

Read,  Tacony.  Mentioned 428 

Reagan,  John  H.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Post-Office  Department,  C.  S. 

Rebecca  Clyde,  Steamer.  Mentioned 168 

Reed,  Cecil  C.  Mentioned 624 

Reese,  Chauncey  B.  Mentioned 9,  22,  26,  92, 128, 138,  406,  419,  663,  887,  931,  936 

Reid,  Robert  W.  Correspondence  with  George  S.  Dodge 884 

Reid,  S.  V. 

Correspondence  with  S.  B.  French 1350 

Mentioned 1269, 1370, 1393, 1404 

Reilly,  James  W. 

Assignment  to  command 581 

Mentioned 214,  233,  283,  581,  623,  624,  672,  694,  912 

Staff.  Announcements  of 656, 884 

Relief,  Tug.  Mentioned 202 

Remick,  David. 

Correspondence  with 

Hazen,  William  B 147 

Howard,  Oliver  O 971 

Sherman,  William  T 971 

Mentioned 91, 128, 146,  419 

Remington,  John  E.  Mentioned 335,  462 

Reniff,  James  R.  Mentioned * 124 

Rescue,  Tug.  Mentioned 202 

Resolute,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Revere,  William  H.,  jr.  Mentioned 625 

Reynolds,  Alexander  W.  Correspondence  with  Daniel  H.  Hill 1113 

Reynolds,  John  A.  Mentioned 64, 489 

Reynolds,  William  H.  Mentioned 485 

Rhett,  A.  Burnet. 

Correspondence  with  William  B.  Taliaferro 1009 

Mentioned 1386 

Rhett,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  William  B.  Taliaferro 465- 

468, 1127, 1142, 1143, 1159, 1169, 1175, 1176, 1181, 1182, 1197 

Mentioned 467 

468,  765,  861,  867,  949,  984, 1070, 1085, 1122, 1175, 1182, 1386, 1402, 1409 

Rhett,  Roland. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1193 

Mentioned 1299 

Rhind,  Alexander  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Cox,  Jacob  D 696,  707,  725,  770,  789, 802, 814,  815,  838,  854 

Palmer,  Inuis  N 770 

Mentioned 838 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Sawyer,  Eoswell  M 546 

War  Department,  U.  S 526 
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Rhode  Island  Troops,  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  3d,  491,626,727;  3d  {Batteries),  A,  627,843; 

5th,  625,655;  5th  (Batteries),  D,  626;  K,  626. 

Rhodes,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 304,581 

Riall, . Mentioned 1359 

Rice,  Elliott  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Corse 702,  759,  917 

Mentioned 84, 139, 147, 160,  309,  321, 

333,  346,  362,  379,  389,  407,  408,  421,  478,  504,  515,  541,  549,  550,  571,  586,  631, 
649,  665,  688^  689,  716,  730,  740,  758,  783,  812, 827,  847,  864,  876,  889,  917,  956 

Rice,  John,  Steamer.  Mentioned 294 

Rice,  Marshall  N.  Mentioned 1006 

Rice,  P.  H.  Mentioned 1071 

Rich,  Giles  H.  Mentioned 625 

Richardson,  B.  M.  Mentioned 726,743 

Richardson,  C.  B.  Mentioned ' 1071 

Richardson,  James  P. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  H.  Terry 735 

Mentioned 628,  774,  850,  856,  893,  894 

Richardson,  T.  G. 

Correspondence  with  C.  H.  Ladd 1351 

Mentioned 1269 

Rickenbaker,  Medicus.  Mentioned 1071 

Riely,  John  W.  Mentioned 1003 

Rion,  James  H.  Mentioned 1156 

Ripley,  Roswell  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1030 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1232 

Mentioned 992, 1001, 1031, 1032, 1043, 1051, 1120, 1158, 1165, 1166, 1181 

Rivers’  Bridge,  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C.  Action  at,  Feb.  3, 1865.  Commu- 
nications from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1094 

Howard,  Oliver  O 286,  287,  291 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1094 

Rivers’  and  Broxton’s  Bridges,  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C.  Skirmishes  at, 

Feh.  2, 1865.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1091 

Howard,  Oliver  O 206 

Rives,  Alfred  L.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Roberds,  William  G.  Mentioned 1011 

Roberts,  Colonel.  Mentioned 618 

Roberts,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 1352 

Robertson,  Beverly  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1400 

Jenks,  John 1333 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1421 

Mentioned. . . . 731, 1071, 1300, 1301, 1.329, 1333, 1338, 1361, 1375, 1396, 1399, 1445, 1450 

Robertson,  Felix  H.  Mentioned 987, 1028, 1102, 1127 

Robertson,  J.  R.  Mentioned 1127 

Robertsville,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Jan.  29, 1865.  Communication  from  Alpheus 

S.  Williams 184 
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Robins,  Josiah. 

Correspondence  with  William  W.  Allen 1301 

Mentioned 1071, 1314 

Robinson,  Henry  Lee.  Mentioned 636 

Robinson,  Janies  S. 

Correspondence  with  Nathaniel  J.  Jackson 95 

Mentioned 15,291,909 

Robinson,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1426 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1455 

Mentioned 1393, 1400, 1437, 1444, 1449, 1453 

Robinson,  Kate,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237, 238, 246,  250 

Robinson,  Thomas  J.  Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 392 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 452 

Rochester,  Montgomery.  Mentioned 424 

Rockingham,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  7,  1865.  Communication  from  Jud- 

son  Kilpatrick 720 

Roddey,  Philip  D.  Mentioned 1150 

Rodgers, . Mentioned 22 

Rodgers,  Hiram  C.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  W.  Slocum. 

Rogers,  George.  Mentioned 625 

Rollins,  Augustus  W.  Mentioned 624 

Roman,  Alfred.  Mentioned 1004,1412,1422,1423,1449 

Rose  Hite,  Steamer.  Mentioned 257,264 

Ross,  William  H.  Mentioned 128,145,287 

Rousseau,  Laurence  H.  Mentioned 624 

Rowley, . Mentioned 1184 

Roy,  Thomas  Benton. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1211 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1205 

Mentioned 106, 1332, 1365 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Rucker,  Daniel  H. 

Correspondence  with  Rufus  Ingalls 154 

Mentioned 135, 191,  214,  305,  357,  474,  580 

Rudler,  Anthony  F. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1260 

Mentioned 1113, 1323 

Ruger,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 707 

Mentioned 135,191,200,214,238, 

258,  559,  561,  580,  608,  623,  637,  638,  654,  697, 723,  750,  815,  854,  884,  911,  923 

Staff.  Announcement  of 735 

Rundell,  Frank.  Mentioned 624 

Ruskill, . Correspondence  with 

Metard, 469 

North,  R 468 

Russell,  Charles  H.  Mentioned ,563 

Russell,  Edmund  H.  Mentioned 454,882 

Russia,  Steamer.  Mentioned 83, 520, 594 
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Rutledge,  B.  Huger. 

Correspondence  with  Matthew  C.  Butler 731 

Mentioned 731 

RyaU; . Correspondence  with  Francis  S.  Parker 1234 

Rziha,  John.  Mentioned 12 

St.  John,  Isaac  M.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Subsistence  Department, 

C.  S.  A. 

St.  Patrick,  Steamer.  Mentioned 24.3,  250 

Sale,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Archer 1263, 1365, 1366 

Bragg,  Braxton 1083, 

1088,  1129,  1138,  1279,  1293,  1340,  1351,  1358,  1359,  136.5,  1368, 1369, 1377 

Lipscomb,  Thomas  J 1370 

Smithfield,  N.  C.,  Telegraph  Operator  at 1377, 1378 

Mentioned 1216, 1292, 1353, 1354, 1359, 1389, 1394, 1446 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 

Salisbury,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1228 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1240 

Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C. 

Action  at.  See  Rivers’  Bridge,  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C.  Action  at,  Feb.  3, 

1865. 

Eeconnaissance  from  Pocotaligo  to,  and  skirmish,  Jan.  20, 1865.  Commu- 
nications from 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 99, 100, 106 

Colcock,  Charles  J 1029, 1033 

Kennedy,  John  D 1027,1032 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1034, 1037 

Potts,  Benjamin  F 100 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1034 

Reconnaissance  from  Pocotaligo  to,  Jan.  25,  1865.  Communication  from 

Oliver  O.  Howard 129 

Skirmishes  at.  See  Rivers’  and  Broxton’s  Bridges,  Salkehatchie  River,  S.  C. 
Skirmishes  at,  Feb.  2,  1865. 

Saltonstall,  William  Gr.  Mentioned 229 

Sampson,  Jacob  P.  Mentioned 128 

Sampson,  William  W.  Mentioned 605 

Sams,  John  H.  Correspondence  with  George  C,  Heyward 1160 

Sandford,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 643 

Saunders,  Major.  Mentioned 1395 

Savage,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Cox,  Jacob  D 748, 773,  853, 854,  867,  923 

Schofield,  John  M 944,  964 

Mentioned 734, 815,  883,  911, 912 

Savannah,  Steamer.  Mentioned 158,202,313,370,576-578,675 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Defenses  of.  Communication  from  Orlando  M.  Poe 110 

Thanks  of  citizens  of,  to  citizens  of  New  York  and  Boston.  Proceedings 

of  a public  meeting,  Jan.  25,  1865  166-169 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 166 
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Sawyer,  Roswell  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 424 

Grover,  Cuvier 424 

New  York,  Governor  of 501 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of 546 

Mentioned 424 

Saxton,  Rufus. 

Assignments  to  duty 108,  424 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 15,  87, 109, 115,  300, 313,  368 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 640 

Mentioned 62,  66,  78, 108, 109, 187, 

201-203,  209,  211,  212,  312,  315,  367,  368,  424, 425, 641, 642,  835,  852,  928,  978 
Scammon,  Eliakim  P. 

Correspondence  with 

h'oster,  John  G 78, 142, 165 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 453„557 

Jones,  Samuel 340 

Keith,  Charles  A 315 

Mentioned 193,  315,  392, 452,  453, 465,  626,  627,  776,  857 

Schauffler,  Edward  W.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  D.  C.,  see  Alexander 
Schimmelfenn  ig . 

Schenk,  John.  Mentioned 27 

Schilling,  Eugene.  Mentioned 907 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander. 

Assignment  to  command 593 

Congratulatory  Orders.  Campaign  of  the  Carolinas 414 

Correspondence  with 

Barker,  John  M 544 

Bennett,  Augustus  G 326,403,415 

Brown,  Philip  P.,  jr 577 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W 354 

Foster,  John  G 23,  45,  48, 109,  301,  314,  326,  353 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 370,  534,  575 

Hartwell,  Alfred  S 340 

Hatch,  John  P 576,777 

Johnson,  Andrew  W 413 

Kozlay,  Eugene  A 326,414 

Potter,  Edward  E 577,  617 

Quinn,  William 508 

Scott,  Gustavus  H 140 

Van  AVyck,  Charles  H 576 

Mentioned.  23, 110, 152, 174, 193,  353, 423,  484, 534, 593,  604,  626,  641,  644, 711,  727,  805 
Schofield,  George  W.  ^ 

Correspondence  with 

Day,  Nicholas  W 769 

Easton,  Langdon  C 1 767,  768 

Grant,  U.  S • 744 

McChesney,  Joseph  M 768,788 

McLane,  James  J 768 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 228 

Schofield,  John  M 766,  767,  788,  836,  850,  866,  880,  881, 892,  893,  923 

Van  Dyne,  John  B 788 
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Schofield,  George  W. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Wherry,  William  M 767 

Wright,  William  W 769 

Mentioned 303,  593,  977 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Schofield,  John  M, 

Assignment  to  command 179 

Assumes  command  of  Department  of  North  Carolina 370 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A ! 545,  560 

Allen,  Robert 233 

Ames,  Adelbert 498, 510 

Anderson,  John  F 213 

Barney,  Albert  M 439 

Barriger,  John  W 943,  976 
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Birge,  Henry  W 842,  856 
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Carter,  Samuel  P 293 

Casement,  John  S 304 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 519 

Couch,  Darius  N 580,  694,  751,  773,  816,  839,  883,  912,  977 

Cox,  Jacob  D 131,  439, 

455,  471,  472,  482,  483,  494-496,  509,  520-523,  561,  580,  607,  620,  654;  683, 
722-724,  747,  748,  769,  770,  788,  801,  802,  814,  815,  837,  853,  883,  963,  964 

Cummings,  Emory 790 

Dodge,  George  S 384,  438,  519,  520,  683,  745,  852,  943 

Drain,  Henry  M 594 

Easton,  Langdon  C 744-746,  801,  836,  837,  850,  851,  893 

Foster,  John  G 176,  302,  454 

Gi  11m ore,  Quincy  A 722,  857 

Grant,  U.  S 189, 191,  213,  315,  355,  436-438,  492, 

493,  509,  535,  558,  559,  578,  619,  653,  693,  706,  722,  743 , 766,  799,  833,  941,  960 

Halleck,  Henry  W 131,  545,  593 

Hawley,  Joseph  R 696,  926 

Lamb,  Samuel  T 393 

McChesney,  Joseph  M 746 

Meagher,  Thomas  F 204 

Nelson  (Lieutenant) 837 

Palmer,  Inuis  N 316,  394,  771 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 227-229,  242,  254 

Porter,  David  D 371,  403,  425,  426,  438,  470 

Prince,  Frederick  W 656,  657 

Savage,  Janies  W 944,  964 

Schofield,  George  W 766,  767,  788,  836,  850,  866,  880,  881,  892,  893,  923 

Sherman,  William  T 635, 

672,  682,  744,  799,  800,  813,  834,  880,  892,  909,  910,  922,  942,  94.3,  961,  962 

Smithville,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 427 

Terry,  Alfred  H 471.  483,  497,  510,  524,  695,  726,  752,  791,  803,  840 

Treat,  Richard  B 976 

War  Dejiartmeut,  U.  S 200,  593,  832,  866,  960 

Wherry,  William  M 81.3,  814 

Wright,  William  W 384,  836,  851,  881,  894,  944,  963 
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Schofield,  John  M. — Continued. 

Mentioned 4,  59, 101, 102, 115, 

116, 121,  131, 135, 155-157, 163, 165, 166, 175, 176, 179, 186, 189, 191-193,  203- 
205,  212,  214-219,  223-228,  231-233,  235-237,  241,  251,  252,  254,  256,  259,  268, 
274,  275,  277-282,  284,  285,  294,  300,  303,  305,  306,  312,  316,  317,  327,  355,  358, 
371,  392-394,  404,  416,  427,  437-440, 442,  443,  455,  470,  473,  475,  482,  485,  493, 
495-498,  501,  519, 524,  526, 545,  546,  559-562,  564,  579, 580,  582,  608,  620,  622, 
623,  644,  652,  655,  660,  661,  668,  671,  672,  676,  681,  683,  691-693,  695,  696,  707, 
713,  721,  724-726,  733-736,  743,  744,  749,  751-753,  767-769,  772-774,  789,  790, 
792,  795,  803,  806,  815,  817-819,  821,  822, 829,  832, 837,  838,  840,  841,  845,  853, 
856,  859-861,  865,  867,  871,  882-884, 886,  887,  893,  894, 901-904,  912,  918,  919, 
924,  925,  927,  928,  930,  931, 944, 945,  949-953,  960,  961, 963-965,  969,  976-978, 
1086,  1091,  1104,  1110,  1165,  1214,  1222,  1227,  1233,  1241,  1242,  1246,  1256, 
1257,  1271,  1279,  1281,  1283,  1297-1299,  1302,  1314,  1318,  1320,  1329,  1339, 
1340,  1358,  1363,  1365,  1369,  1392,  1395,  1406,  1410,  1451,  1454,  1458-1460 


Staft’.  Announcements  of 370, 454 

Schulz,  Frederick  C.  Mentioned 992, 1071 

Schurz,  Carl.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 712 

Science,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,250 

Science  No.  2,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237 

Scipio.  Mentioned 1255 

Scofield,  Levi  T.  Mentioned 581 

Scott, . Mentioned 1293 

Scott,  George  W.  Mentioned 1073 

Scott,  Gustavus  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dickinson,  Joseph  W 353,  354 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 140 

Mentioned 45,  354,  414 

Scott,  Robert  N.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 214, 

293,  294,  305,  316,  317,  326,  327 

Scupham,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  William  B.  Hazen 874 

Mentioned 477 

Seabrook,  Henry.  Correspondence  with  Charles  M.  Creswell 469 

Searle,  George  L.  Mentioned 849 

Seddon,  James  A.  Mentioned 1005,1046 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  TFar  Department,  C.  S. 

Seixas,  J.  M.  Mentioned 1089 

Selfridge,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams 366 

Mentioned 174, 199,  200,  299,  324,  350, 366 

Semmes,  Raphael.  Mentioned 473 

Senn,  Rufus  D.  Mentioned 1073 

Sergeant,  Richard.  Mentioned 701 

Seton,  Henry.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Elialcim  F.  Scammon. 

Setzler,  Philip.  Mentioned 627 

Severance,  T.  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 153 

Mentioned 152 

Sevier,  T.  F.  Mentioned 1313, 1456 

For  correspondence,  see  Alexander  F.  Steivart. 

Seward,  William  H.  Mentioned 1189, 1253 

Shafer,  John  W.  Mentioned 825 

Shamblin,  A.  Mentioned 1128 
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Shannon,  Captain.  Mentioned 1096,1459 

Sharp,  Henry.  Mentioned 626 

Sharp,  Jacob  H.  Mentioned 1060, 1262, 1285, 1286, 1330 

Sharp,  Thomas  R. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1210, 1221, 1437, 1448, 1449 

Mentioned 1210, 1221, 1440 

Shaw,  W.  A.  Mentioned 1092 

Shelley,  Charles  M.  Mentioned 1273 

Shepley,  General,  Steamer.  Mentioned 768,837 

Sheppard,  Morris  F. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  R.  Hawley 775 

Mentioned 752,  774,  775 

Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Correspondence  with  Cuvier  Grover 20 

Mentioned 558,  564,  706, 

784, 803,  860,  861,  867,  869,  948,  969,  1077,  1082, 1086, 1091, 1105, 1457, 1459 

Sherman,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243,  250 

Sherman,  General,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14 

Sherman,  John.  Mentioned 103 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Abbott,  Joseph  C 785 

Anderson,  John  F 89 

Beasley,  Isaiah,  et  aZ 22 

Beckwith,  Amos 795,951 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 631,666 

Chartin,  P.  De  L 34 

Chittenden,  Simeon  B 563 

Cohen,  Solomon 15 

Coosawhatchie,  S.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at 185 

Corse,  John  M 332 

Dahlgrcn,  John  A 21,  67, 122, 137, 156,  328 

Daj  ton,  Lewis  M 395 

Dodge,  George  S 807, 835 

Draper,  Simeon 80 

Easton,  Langdon  C 4,  29, 117, 123,  795,  970 

Foster,  John  G 23,  57,  65,  74, 

I 96, 125, 134, 140, 150-152, 162, 163, 185, 186,  201,  211,  312,  315,  338,  556,  804 

Geary,  John  W 10,  337,  349,  907 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 556,  776,  792,  856 

Gilmore,  J ames  R 69 

Grant,  U.  S . . . . 6,  58,  59, 101, 102, 122, 154, 193,  794,  821,  859,  869,  948,  949,  961,  969 

Halleck,  Henry  W 3, 16,  24,  36, 135, 136 

Hampton,  Wade 546,596 

Hardee,  William  J 24 

Hatch,  John  P 163, 198,  202,  203,  212,  324 

Hopkins,  O.  C 34 

Howard,  Oliver  O 46,  54,  62,  70,  81-83,  90, 114, 115, 

132, 137, 143, 144, 157, 169, 170, 180,  194,  206,  285,  286,  306,  307,  309,  319,  328, 
329,  343,  344,  358,  359,  373,  374,  385,  386,.  405,  418,  429,  445,  475,  501,  512,  513, 
527,  537,  538,  547,  565,  582,  597,  608,  628,  644,  661,  662,  675-677,  685,  686,  698, 
700,  713,  718,  727,  754,  755,  822,  823,  845,  861,  869-871,  885,  886,  897,  952,  971 

Kerwin,  Michael 812,  813 

Keyser,  Edward  S 845,  861 
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Sherman,  William  T. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 10,13,107, 

311,  337,  338,  351,  382,  383,  449,  490, 518, 533,  543, 554, 556, 591,  602, 603,  615, 
65l’  652,  670,  671,  682,  692,  693,  720,  721,  786,  787,  880,  908,  909,  940,  941,  959 

Lincoln,  Abraham 18 

Logan,  John  A 286,  308,  320,  345,  375,  376,  567,  700 

McCalliim,  Daniel  C .* 157 

Middleton,  W 34 

Palmer,  Innis  N 49,  78,  111,  415 

Poe,  Orlando  M 116, 123, 124,  318,  950 

Porter,  David  D 68, 104, 142 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 180 

Remick,  David 971 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Mayor  of 166 

Schofield,  John  M 635, 

672,  682, 744,  799,  800,  813, 834,  880,  892,  909,  910,  922,  942,  943,  961, 962 

Sloan,  Samuel 563 

Slocum,  Henry  W 54,  89, 125, 130, 133, 148^ 

184, 198,  335,  364, 401,  409, 445, 488, 516, 542, 543, 553, 573,  589,  601,  612,  633, 
667,  668, 681,  690,  703,  704,  731,  763,  785,  798,  829,  903-905,  918-920,  936,  937 

Taylor,  Moses 563 

Terry,  Alfred  H 725, 

790,  791,  803, 816-818,  839,  840,  867,  912, 924,  925,  944,  945,  964,  965 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 88 

War  Department,  U.  S 5,  60, 87,  793,  947 

Wheeler,  Joseph 19,  24,  29,  342 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 149, 184,  290,  297,  310,  336,  348-350,  590, 601,  742,  765 

Winder,  Nora 395 

Wright,  William  W 157,  970 

Mentioned 3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 

13,  15, 16,  18-22,  25,  26,  28,  30-32,  37,  41-46,  49,  50,  63,  66,  67,  70,  78,  80,  85, 
98, 102, 106-110,  112-118,  120, 122, 125, 126,  131,  132, 152, 156, 158, 159,  165, 
168-170, 175-179,  185,  187, 188, 190, 192, 195, 198,  202,  204, 205,  207, 209, 210, 
212,  213,  218,  219, 285,  290,  294, 297-300,  302,  306,  313-318,  324,  328,  334,  335, 
337, 339,  341,  342,  345,  346,  348,  356,  359,  364,  366-368,  375, 384,  385,  391-394, 
401,  405,  408,  411-414,  416-419,  423-425,  428,  436, 437,  440-445,  452,  454,  461, 
463,  464,  472-475,  483,  491, 492,  499-501, 509,  511,  512,  525,  527,  533, 536, 542, 
543,  546,  556,  558,  559,  563, 564,  566, 567, 573-575, 578,  579,  589, 590, 595, 598, 
601,  612,  615-617,  619,  620, 622, 633,  643,  644,  646,  649,  654,  655,  660,  662,  668, 

674,  692,  693,  695,  697-700,  706,  712,  713,  715,  717,  718,  722,  726,  730,  732,  736, 

743,  745,  746,  752,  753,  755,  762,  763,  775,  776,  778,  791,  795,  798,  799,  801,  803, 

804, 806,  810,  812,  818,  832, 834,  836,  838, 844,  850-852,  854,  859,  865, 869, 873, 

893,  894,  898,  901,  902,  917,  918, 921,  926, 927, 930,  936,  938, 939,  941,  943,  947, 
951,952,  961-966,968,971,976,978,987,  1001,  1005,  1014,  1018,1019,  1022, 
1033,  1035,  1038,  1042,  1058,  1059,  1061-1063,  1078,  1083-1086, 1090, 1091, 

1098,  1104,  1127,  1165,  1170,  1193,  1214,  1218,  1219,1228,1237,1239,1246- 

• 1248,  1252,  1254,  1256-1258,  1266,  1271,  1278-1280,  1283,  1288,  1291-1293, 
1295,  1297-1302,  1310,  1311,  1314,  1315,  1317,  1318,  1320,  1329, 1334, 1339, 

1340,  1347,  1348,  1354,  1355,  1361,  1363-1365,  1368,  1372, 1373, 1375,  1377, 

1380,  1382,  1392,  1395-1397,  1410,  1426,  1432,  1436,  1453,  1454,  1459,  1460 

Staff.  Announcement  of 11 

Shippen,  Edward.  Mentioned 454,852 
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Shoup,  Francis  A. 

Assignment  to  command 1239 

Assignment  to  duty 1374 

Mentioned 1239,1374,1398 

Shrapnel,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 770,  802,  813,  815,  837,  854,  977 

Shroder,  James  R. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 284 

Mentioned .* 280 

Signal  Messages.  (Confederate.)  Intercepted  by  Union  signal  officers 465-469 

Silver  Run  Creek,  N.  C.  Reconnaissance  from  Fayetteville  on  the  Raleigh 
road  to,  and  skirmish,  March  14,  1865.  Communications  from 

William  J.  Hardee 1392, 1397 

Simonton,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 1156 

Sims,  Richard.  Mentioned 1071 

Sims,  W.  H.  Mentioned 1053 

Sincerbox,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 628 

Sketch.  Battle  of  Benton ville,  N.  C.,  March  19-21, 1865 905 

Skinner,  Holly.  Mentioned 159 

Sladen,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned 128 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Oliver  0.  Howard, 

Slaves.  See  Negroes. 

Sloan,  Major.  Mentioned 1270, 1325 

Sloan,  B.  Mentioned 1118 

Sloan,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 563 

Mentioned 563 

Slocum,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  C . . 73,  85, 100, 199,  322,  348,  365,  380,  422,  434,  480,  543,  573,  589, 
590,  600,  633,  634,  668,  692,  732,  741,  764,  799,  812,  877,  890,  906,  920,  938,  958 

Geary,  John  W 134,  291,  299,  337 

Hatch,  John  P 198 

Howard,  Oliver  O 54, 456 

Logan,  John  A 904 

Morgan,  J ames  D 669 

Sherman,  William  T 54,  89, 125, 130, 133, 148, 

184, 198,  335,  364,  401,  409,  445, 488,  516,  542,  543, 553,  573,  589,  601,  612,  633, 
667,  668,  681,  690,  703,  704,  731,  763,  785,  798,  829,  903-905,  918-920,  936,  937 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 13,  95, 101, 199, 

290, 298, 365,  402, 481, 601,  720,  732,  742,  785,  878,  891,  906,  920,  921,  939,  959 

Mentioned 7,  8, 13,  24,  30,  33,  36, 

54,  59,  62,  63,  68,  70,  72,  73,  81-83,  85,  90, 100,  102,  117, 118, 122, 134, 136, 137, 
143,  149, 151, 155, 158, 164, 170, 178, 180,  184-186, 192, 194, 198-203,  206,  207, 
211,  217,  281,  285,  286,  291,  298-300,  302,  311,  313,  322,  332,  337,  338,  343,  349, 
350,  358,  359,  365,  366,  373,  374,  382,  383,  386,  395,  419,  429,  434,  441,  444, 145, 
451,  456,  480,  481,  513,  519,  541,  543,  554,  573,  598,  600,  603,  622,  628,  661,  662, 
668-670,  676,  677,  682,  692,  693,  705,  730,  732,  741,  742,  754,  762-765,  779,  785, 
799,  803,  808,  812,  822,  823,  835,  854,  861,  862,  865,  869-871,  877,  878,  880,  885- 
887,  890,  898,  899,  901,  903,  905-910,  915,  917,  920-922,  924,  925,  930,  938,  939, 
942,  944,  949,  950,  952,  953,  958,  960,  961,  965,  969,  975,  978, 1098, 1288, 1416 

Staff.  Announcement  of 93 

Slosson,  Henry  V. 

Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 204 

Mentioned 819,  841,  855 

Slusser,  Oliver  E.  Mentioned 124 
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Smart,  H.  C. 

Correspondence  witli  Lafayette  McLaws 1183 

Mentioned 172,1182,1183 

Smeed,  E.  C.  Mentioned 836 

Smith,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 609 

Smith,  A.  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  Jr.  Allen. 

Smith,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 4,102,1091 

Smith,  Baxter. 

Correspondence  with  William  Black 1459 

Mentioned 1447 

Smith,  De  Witt  C.  Mentioned 388 

Smith,  Edwin  R.  Mentioned 625 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.  Mentioned 595, 1305 

Smith,  Eliphas.  Mentioned 626 

Smith,  Frank  K.  Mentioned 605 

Smith,  George  W.  Mentioned 125 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  P.  Carlin. 

Smith,  Giles  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Belknap,  William  W 347 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 44,  93, 129, 161,  334,  347, 462,  680,  762,  763 

Howard,  Oliver  O 762 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 23 

Potts,  Benjamin  F 100,681 

Mentioned 42,  48, 

51,  93, 107, 144, 145, 147, 160, 172, 183, 197, 206,  207,  286,  289,  292,  296,  310, 
321,  322,  333,  347,  380,  390,  400,  409,  422,  434,  449,  461,  478,  487, 506,  516,  531, 
532,  542,  550-552,  571,  572,  588,  599,  600,  650,  690,  703,  718,  731,  738,  740,  754, 
755,  759-761,  797,  798,  828,  829,  848,  865,  877^  890,  903,  918,  956,  975,  1034 
Smith,  Gustavus  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1064 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1052, 1056, 1057, 1061, 1093, 1099, 1105,  1122 

Mentioned. ..  1000, 1032, 1055, 1058, 1068, 1071, 1084, 1093, 1097, 1104, 1133, 1184, 1187 

Smith,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 940 

Smith,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Wheeler 1164 

Mentioned 1163,1177 

Smith,  James  Y.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Rhode  Island,  Governor  of. 

Smith,  J.  Gregory.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Vermont,  Governor  of . 

Smith,  John  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Clark,  William  T 159, 182,  288 

Howard,  Oliver  O 118 

Logan,  John  A 288,  362,  378,  388,  399,  407,  420, 432,  459, 

477, 486, 504, 514,  528,  530,  540,  549,  568,  570,  584,  585,  630,  648,  .664,  678,  688, 
702,  716,  739,  756,  757,  782,  797,  810,  826,  847, 875, 888,  900,  916,  934,  955,  974 

McCown,  Joseph  B 133 

Mentioned 20, 42,  71, 91, 98, 102, 

103,  114, 115, 119, 127, 133, 144, 145, 157, 172, 182,  285-287,  308,  360,  376,  377, 
387,  388,  399, 419,  430,  433,  478,  532,  539,  565,  566,  568-570,  645,  649,  662-664, 
676,  678,  687,  690,  714 , 738,  756,  780,  782,  796,  824,  863,  874, 887,  898,  899,  973 

Smith,  Leslie.  Mentioned 370 

Smith,  L.  Jaquelin.  Mentioned 1017 
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Smith,  Martin  L 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1385 

Mentioned 1322 

Smith,  Milo.  Mentioned 27,55 

Smith,  Norman  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1092,1211,1221 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1065, 1198 

Mentioned 987, 1400, 1412 

Smith,  W.  H.  Mentiou-ed 1396, 1412 

Smith,  William  Prescott. 

Correspondence  with 

Ford,  Joseph  B 268 

McKim,  William  W 247 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 220,  221,  223,  230,  241, 

243,  246,  247,  249-256,  259,  261,  262,  264,  266,  270,  273,  276,  277,  279,  280,  284 

Mentioned 218,  243,  277 

Smithfield,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  Braxton 

Bragg 1335 

Smithfield,  N.  C.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.  Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1344, 1856 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1356 

Sale,  John  B 1377,1378 

Smithville,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with  John  M- 

Schofield * 427 

Sneed,  J.  R.  Mentioned 980 

Snyder,  Captain.  Mentioned 280 

Solomons,  A.  A.  Mentioned 38, 167 

Sonoma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 122, 140, 156,  777 

Sorrel,  G.  Moxley.  Mentioned 372 

Sorwin  [?],  Major.  Mentioned 75 

South,  Department  of  the.  (.Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 367 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 465 

Saxton,  Rufus 313 

Foster,  John  G.,  assumes  command  of  the  District  of  North  Carolina 66 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A. 

Assigned  to  command  of 179 

Assumes  temporary  command  of 369 

Grover,  Cuvier,  assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Savannah 108 

Limits  of,  extended 44,107 

Littlefield,  Milton  S. 

Re-assigned  to  duty  in 425 

Relieved  from  duty  in 369 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 108,109 

Hatch,  John  P 141 

North  Carolina  detached  from 179 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G .52,  65,  66, 151,  210 

Hatch,  John  P 188 

Orders,  series  1865 — Hatch : Feb.  6,  325. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865 — Foster:  No.  2,  324,  ^chimme/fe(in/g : Feb.. 

19,  491 ; Feb.  20,  508. 
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South,  Department  of  tiie1^  (Union; — Continued. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Foster:  No.  1,  66;  No.  5,  77 ; No.  6,  78;  No. 

7,  107;  No.  8,  108;  No.  11,  125;  No.  14,  338;  No.  15,  369. 
Gillmore:  Nos.  16,  17,  369;  No.  20,  424;  No.  24,  544;  No.  27, 
557;  No.  35,  792.  Hatch:  No.  3,  121;  No.  6,  593;  No.  7,  605; 
No.  8,  616;  No.  12,  710;  No.  13,  737;  No.  16,  885.  Schimmel- 
fenn/g : No.  2,  174 ; No.  3,  414. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Foster:  No.  10,  44;  No.  29,  292;  No.  30,  300. 

Gillmore:  No.  60,  776;  No.  64,  820;  No.  66,  857;  No.  A,  484. 
Hatch:  No.  24,  11;  No.  35,78;  No.  36,  87;  No.  37,  642;  No. 
39,  675;  No.  40,  685;  No.  41,  698;  No.  42,  711;  No.  43,  727; 
No.  44,  141,  737;  No.  50,  843.  Schimmelfennig : No.  29,  491; 
No.  30,  508. 
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Potter,  Edward  E.,  relieved  from  duty  with  Coast  Division  of 121 

Recommendations  for  promotions  in.  Communications  from  John  G.  Fos- 
ter   51,  74 

Re-enforcements  for.  Communication  from  U.  S.  Grant 18 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate  troops  in.  Communication  from 

Alexander  Schimmelfennig 48 

Tilghman,  Benjamin  C.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  District  of 

Florida 857 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.  31,  1865  193 

Feb.  28, 1865  626-628 

Van  Wyck,  Charles  H.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  Coast  Divis- 

‘ ion  of 121 

South  Carolina. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communication  from  James  Wilson 105 

Military  Department  embracing 991 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Earle,  William  E 1016 

Gillmore,  Quiucy  A 391,  411,  463, 525, 534 

Hatch,  John  P 402,  604,  618,  641 

Potter,  Edward  E 617 

Prince,  Henry 618 

Schimmelfennig,  Alexander 403,414,575-578 

See  also  Campaign  of  the  CaroUnas, 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1104, 1210, 1221, 1274 

Davis,  Jefferson 991,1018,1035 

Stevenson,  Carter  L 1143, 1185 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1295 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery,  Heavy— 5a tfa//o/7S : 15th,  18th,  1070;  18th  {Batteries),  D,  1070. 
Regiments:  1st,  49,1070;  1st  {Batteries),  A,  992;  2d,  49,1070;  2d  {Bat- 
teries), B,  1070;  C,  1071;  D,  992,1073;  K,  1070;  3d,  1070. 

Artillery,  lAght— Battalions : German  {Batteries),  A,  992,  1071;  B,  1073; 
Palmetto  {Batteries),  A,  992, 1070;  D,  992, 1071 ; E,  1070;  F,  G,  992, 1071. 
Batteries:  Beaufort,  75,  992, 1071;  Chesterfield,  1069, 1155 ; German,  75, 
992,1071;  GisUGuard,  1070;  Johnson’s,  77,992,1011;  Lafayette,  72,76, 
989, 992, 1007, 1015, 1018,  1023,  1107, 1262, 1285;  Marion,  466-468,  992, 1070, 
1169,  1175,  1197;  Mathewes,  1071;  Pee  Dee,  1024;  Santee,  992,  1421; 
Waccamaw,  992,  1073;  Washington,  992,  1071,1300,1415,1452.  Regi- 
ments: 1st  Militia  {Batteries),  Tupper’s,  1070. 


1568 


INDEX. 


Page. 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  19th,  989,  1070,  1073,  1249,  1421.  Companies:  Stono 
Scouts,  1071.  Regiments : 1st,  1019, 1053, 1069-1071, 1145, 1169,  1170, 1205, 

1421, 1460;  2d,  1130, 1156, 1365, 1367, 1369, 1370, 1377, 1378,  1381,  1388,  1397, 

1398, 1404, 1408, 1418, 1424, 1460, 1462 ; 3d,  23,  72,  75,  77, 81, 172,  988, 990, 992, 

1013, 1015, 1017, 1033, 1041, 1044, 1046, 1049, 1053, 1054, 1062, 1074, 1175,  1183, 
1421,1460;  5th,  1183;  6th,  609;  22d  [?],309. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Reserves,  1071,1461;  2d  Reserves,  1071,1461; 

3d,  1069, 1145, 1461;  6th  Reserves,  1071, 1461;  7th,  1156;  7th  Reserves, 
1071,1461;  Citadel  Cadets  {State),  1070,1245,  1256,1274,1361;  Ward’s 
Reserves,  1073.  Regiments  : 1st  Militia,  981,1070;  2d,  1069,1461,1074, 

1282;  2d  Militia,  1071;  3d,  1069, 1145, 1461;  3d  Militia,  1071;  4th  Mili- 
tia, 1071;  7th,  8th,  1069,  1461;  11th,  1156;  14th  Militia,  1073;  15th, 

1069,  1145,  1282,  1461;  18th  Militia,  1070;  19th  Militia,  1070;  20th, 

1069, 1282, 1461 ; 21st,  25th,  27th,  1156. 

South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  Department  of.  (Confederate.) 

Beauregard,  Gr.  T.,  assumes  command  of  troops  operating  in  South  Car- 


olina   1204 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Jan.  2, 1865 984 

Jan.  6, 1865 992 

Jan.  19, 1865  1024-1026 

Jan.  20, 1865 1032 

Jan.  26, 1865 1047 

Jan.  28, 1865 1053 

Jan.  31, 1865  1069-1073 

Feh.  3, 1865  1084 

Feb.  10, 1865  1145 

Feb.  16, 1865  1205 

Feb.  26, 1865  1282 

Feb.  27, 1865  1285 

March  6, 1865  1333 

March  13, 1865  1386, 1397 

March  17, 1865  1408 

March  23, 1865  1460, 1461 

Evans,  Nathan  G.,  assigned  to  duty  in 1204 

Hampton,  Wade,  assigned  to  command  of  Butler’s  and  Young’s  Divisions.  1112 
Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Assigned  to  command  of 1248 

. Assumes  command  of 1274 

Jones,  Samuel,  relieved  from  duty  in  District  of  South  Carolina 1004 

Limits  of,  extended 991 

Orders,  series  Hardee : March  9, 1357. 


Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865— M^ee/er : Jan.  13, 1007;  Jan.  21, 1035;  Jan. 

30, 1063. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Hardee : No.  16, 1411. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865— //art/ee  ; No.  1,980;  No.  6,1003;  No.  9,1004; 

No.  32, 1112;  No.  38, 1181;  Feb.  27  (two),  1284. 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  Iverson’s  Division 1112 

South  Edisto  River,  S.  C. 

Eeconnaissance  to  Cannon’s  Bridge  on.  See  Cannon’s  Bridge,  South  Edisto 
River,  S.  C.  Eeconnaissance  to,  Feb.  7,  1865. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Biuuaker’s  Bridge  on.  See  Binnaker’s  Bridge,  South  Edisto  River,  S.  C. 
Skirmish  at,  Feb.  9,  1865. 
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South  Edisto  River,  S.  C. — Coutiniied. 

Skirmishes  at. 

Cannon’s  Bridge  on.  See  Cannon’s  Bridge,  South  Edisto  River,  S.  C. 
Skirmish  at,  Feh.  8,  1865. 

Holman’s  Bridge  on.  See  Holman’s  Bridge,  South  Edisto  River,  S.  C’ 
Skirmish  at,  Feh.  9,  1865. 

Southerland,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 1069,1155 

Southern  Georgia.  Operations  in.  Commimications  from 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W 1058 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1052,  1056, 1057 

South  River,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  15,  1865.  Communications  from 

Corse,  John  M 863 

Howard,  Oliver  O 845 

Southwest  Creek,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  March  7, 1865.  Communication  liom 

lunis  N.  Palmer 725 

Sowers,  Edgar.  Mentioned 623 

Spann,  John  J.  Mentioned 11.55 

Spaulding,  Oliver  L.  Mentioned 623 

Spaulding,  S.  R.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,  78,  496,  497, 520,  545,  562,  832,  833 

Speed,  John.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  fVilliam  T.  n ard. 

Speer,  Alex.,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237,2.38,246,250,257 

Spencer,  George  E.  Mentioned 29,  30,  352,  60.3,  604,  635,  653,  671,  786,  787 

Splaine,  Henry.  Mentioned 626 

Spofford,  Paul.  Mentioned .563 

Sprague,  Augustus  B.  R.  Mentioned 625 

S.  R.  Spaulding,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14,  78,  496,  497,  520,  515,  562,  832,  833 

Stack,  William  H.  Mentioned 1397 

Stackhouse,  Eli  T. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1066, 1073 

Mentioned 1069, 1074 

Stafford,  Joab  A.  Mentioned 623 

Standish,  Steamer.  Mentioned 202 

Stanley,  David  S.  Mentioned 860 

Stanley,  Williajm. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  H.  Hill  1218 

Mentioned 1218 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned 3, 

7,  19,  36,  37,  41,  45,  57,  58,  60,  65,  67,  69, 101, 103, 112, 113,  136, 178, 191,  201, 
211,  228,  274,  275,  277,  281,  312,  318,  367,  369,  442,  464,  501, 545,  744,  766,  775 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Starbird,  Solomon  B.  Mentioned...:: 605 

Starkweather,  Frederick  T.  Mentioned 356 

Starlight,  Tug.  Mentioned 202 

Starr,  Joseph  B. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1436 

Mentioned 725,11.5.5,1350 

Stearns,  Ozora  P.  Mentioned 625 

Steele,  George  R.  Mentioned 462,  9.36 

Steele,  J.  J.  Mentioned 1073 

Steele,  S.  W.  Mentioned 1096,1326 

Steele,  Thomas,  jr.  Mentioned 1072 

Stehr,  August. . Mentioned 124 

Stephen  Decatur,  Steamer.  Mentioned 222,  235,  243, 250 
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Stephens,  Alexander  H. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 1189 

Mentioned 194,  373, 1063, 1189, 1250, 1251, 1253 

Stephenson,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 291 

Sterl,  Oscar  W.  Mentioned 213,  439,  509, 594, 624 

Stevens,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 1072 

Stevens,  Theodore  E.  Mentioned 940 

Stevenson,  Carter  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1052, 1082, 1088, 1100, 1161, 1168, 1185, 1197,  1232, 1285 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1128, 1177 

Clayton,  Henry  D 1125 

Deas,  Zachariah  C 1101, 1106 

Gilbert,  E.M 1126 

Gordon,  James  C 1134 

Hampton,  Wade 1128,1129,1178 

Hardee,  William  J 1100, 1106, 1124, 1134, 1143, 1144 

Henderson,  Robert  J 1162 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1062 

Johnson,  Abda 1107, 1126, 1134 

McLaws,  Lafayette 1100, 1134, 1143, 1144, 1160, 1168 

Palmer,  Joseph  B 1107, 1145, 1146, 1176 

Pettus,  Edmund  W 1161, 1162 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of 1143, 1185 

Wheeler,  Joseph 1103,1136,1147,1212 

Mentioned 1078, 1085, 1087, 

1094, 1095, 1106, 1107,  1113,  1126,  1135,  1136,  1141,  1146,  1147,  1158,  1162, 
1166, 1167, 1170, 1173,  1192,  1193,  1199,  1204,  1211,  1212,  1225,  1237,  1245, 
1247, 1248, 1256,  1258,  1262,  1268,  1269,  1285,  1287,  1325,  1361,  1456,  1462 
Stewart,  Alexander  P. 


Assignment  to  command 1399 

Assumes  command  of  infantry  and  artillery  of  Army  of  Tennessee 1402 

Correspondence  with 

Bate,  William  B 1447 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1185, 1224, 1240, 1259, 1274, 1326 

Bizzell,D.W 1291,1317 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F 1261, 1313 

Darby,  John  T 1442 

Eustis,  James  B 1133 

Hampton,  Wade 1269, 1278 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1385, 1402, 1412,  1413, 1428, 1437, 1442, 1446 

Loring,  William  W > 1313,1442 

Mentioned 766,  789,  834,  906,  937, 1059, 1078, 1083, 1084, 1132, 1172, 


1174, 1176, 1186, 1194, 1198,  1199,  1206,  1209,  1222,  1223,  1230,  1238,  1246, 
1257,  1258,  1262, 1266, 1267, 1271, 1272,  1286,  1297,  1313,  1316,  1319,  1321, 
1323,  1225,  1326,  1330,  1339,  1340,  1349,  1351,  1353-1355, 1358, 1360, 1365, 
1399, 1408,  1412,  1415,  1426,  1437,  1438,  1441,  1442,  1450,  1453-1456, 1460 


Stewart,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  Jacob  D.  Cox 684,  839 

Mentioned 625, 655,  673, 747, 771,  947,  977, 978 

Stewart,  James,  jr.  Mentioned 626 

Stewart,  William  S.  Mentioned 624 

Stickney,  Amos.  Mentioned 26,812 

Stiles,  Israel  N.  Assumes  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  23d  Army 
Corps 
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Stimson,  Lewis  A.  Mentioned 817 

Stinson,  Robert  B.  Mentioned 120 

Stockdale,  Sidney  A.  Mentioned  11 

Stoddard,  George  G.  Mentioned 292 

Stokes,  John  G.  Correspondence  with  Evander  M.  Law 1207 

Stolbrand,  Charles  J.  Mentioned 145 

Stone,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Logan,  John  A 584 

Woods,  Charles  R 1076 

Mentioned 27, 132,  361,  377, 447, 456-458, 539,  548 

Stone,  William  M.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  loiva,  Governor  of. 

Stoneman,  George.  Mentioned 417,  795,  859,  860,  948, 1274 

Storrs,  George  S.  Mentioned 1216, 1240 

Stovall,  Marcellas  A.  Mentioned 374,  747, 1106, 1125, 1262, 1285, 1386, 1437 

Strang,  Edward  J.  Mentioned 3 

Strange,  James  W.  Mentioned 1155 

Strange,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1215 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1373 

Mentioned 1083 

Strength  of  Troops.  See  Organization,  Strength,  etc. 

Strickland,  Silas  A.  Mentioned 358,623,883 

Stringfellow,  Charles  S. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1336 

Mentioned 1073  . 

Strong,  Edward  N.  Mentioned 151 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  John  G.  Foster. 

Strong,  James  H.  Mentioned 77,  78, 557, 947 

Strong,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Frank  P.,jr 759 

Howard,  Oliver  O 551,  645,  872 

Mentioned 26, 128, 157,  456,  503,  678,  899,  900 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Oliver  0.  Howard. 

Stuart,  H.  M.  Mentioned 992, 1071 

Stuart,  R.  L.  Mentioned 564 

Sturdevant,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 710 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  W.  E.  Moore 1326 

Subsistence  Stores.  See  Munitions  of  War. 

Summers,  Moses.  Correspondence  with  John  W.  Geary 879 

Sumner,  T.  J.  Corresx)ondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1329 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1360 

Sumter,  Fort.  See  Fort  Sumter. 

Suter,  Charles  R. 

Correspondence  with  Quincy  A.  Gillmore 556 

Mentioned liO,  369,  805 

Swallow,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,  238,  2,50 

Swayne,  Wager. 

Correspondence  with  Frank  P.  Blair,  jr 100 

Mentioned 124.206 

Sweeny,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 70 
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Sykes,  John.  Correspondence  with  N.  O Lowe 467 

Sylph,  Steamer.  Mentioned 14^  202 

Taggart,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 884 

Taggart,  Samuel  L. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard 170 

Mentioned 10,  99, 128 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Oliver  0.  Howard. 

Tait,  George.  Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 1178 

Talcott,  Edv/ard  N.  K.  Mentioned 792 

Taliaferro,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Black,  John  L 1169, 1182 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr 1142,1195 

Hugiieniu,  Thomas  A 1103 

Jones,  Iredell 467, 1175 

Kirk,  M.  J 469,1205 

Page,  Peyton  N 1170 

Rhett,  A.  Burnet 1009 

Rhett,  Alfred  . . . 465-468, 1127, 1142, 1143, 1159, 1169, 1175, 1176, 1181, 1182, 1197 

Tucker,  John  R 1141 

Mentioned 468, 469, 981,  984, 999, 1032, 1069, 1070, 1085, 1086, 1122, 

1182,  1197,  1216,  1282,  1357,  1363,  1386,  1408,  1438,  1446,  1447,  1451,  1460 

Tanner,  Benjamin  R.  Mentioned 877 

Tarascon,  Steamer.  Mentioned 243, 250 

Tatnall,  J.  R.  F.  Mentioned 1141, 1142 

Taylor,  George.  Mentioned 467 

Taylor,  George  H.  Mentioned 656 

Taylor,  Glasgow.  Mentioned 38 

Taylor,  John  D.  Mentioned 1155 

Taylor,  Matthew  P.  Correspondence  with 

Childs,  Frederick  L 1344, 1351, 1352 

Montgomery,  John  G.  M 1345, 1352 

Taylor,  Moses. 

Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 563 

Mentioned 563 

Taylor,  Peter  A.  Mentioned 26,  42, 128,  502, 566 

Taylor,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1051, 1059, 1217, 1267 

Lee,  Stephen  D 1362 

Mentioned.  373, 397,  658, 1078, 1091, 1165, 1216, 1267, 1268, 1273, 1286, 1322, 1323, 1362 

Taylor,  Robert  N.  Mentioned 39 

Taylor,  Walter  H.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Taylor,  William  N.  Mentioned 128,195 

Taylor’s  Hole  Creek,  N.  C.  Battle  of.  See  Averashorough  (or  Taylor^s  Hole 
Creek),  N.  C.  Battle  of,  March  16, 1865. 

Teachey’s  Station,  N.  C.,  Commanding  Officer  at.  Correspondence  with 

Braxton  Bragg 1343 

Telegraph,  Steamer.  Mentioned 257 

Tennessee,  Army  of.  (Confederate.)  ' 

Elzey,  Arnold,  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  of  artillery  in 1208 

Hill,  Daniel  H.,  assumes  command  of  Johnson’s  Division,  Lee’s  Corps ; and 

of  Lee’s  Corps 1317 

Orders,  Circular,  series  1865 — Stewart : March  23, 1456. 
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Tennessee,  Army  of.  (Confederate) — Continued. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Stewart:  No.  1,  1402. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Stewart:  Feb.  25,  1275.  Stevenson:  No.  9, 


1101. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Feb.  3, 1865  1084 

Feb.  23, 1865  1262 

Feb.  27, 1865  1285 

March  13, 1865  1386 

March  17, 1865  1408 

March  19, 1865  1437 

March  23, 1865  1460, 1462 

Stewart,  Alexander  P. 

Assigned  to  command  of  infantry  and  artillery  of 1399 

Assumes  command  of  infantry  and  artillery  of 1402 

Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  (Union.) 

Logan,  John  A .,  assumes  command  of  15th  Army  Corps 27 

Medals  of  Honor  awarded  to  enlisted  men  of 124 

Order  awarding  medals  of  honor  in,  suspended 181 


Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865 — Howard:  Jan.  18,83;  Feb.  25,  566;  March 
4,  677.  Corse:  No.  5,  531;  Feb.  24,  549.  Hazen:  No.  8, 98; 
No.  12,  295;  Feb.  18,  477. 

Orders,  Field,  series  1865 — Woods  : Feb.  10,  377. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Howard : No.  3,  98;  No.  4,  124;  No.  5,  127. 

Clark:  No.  1,  138.  Corse:  No.  4,  30.  Logan:  No.  4,  27;  No. 
9,  146;  No.  10,  419.  Osterhaus  : No.  3,20.  Smith:  No.  2,  17; 
No.  3,  30;  No.  9,  148;  No.  10,  173;  No.  12,  380;  No.  18,  890. 
Woods  : No.  5,  106. 

Orders,  General  Field,  series  1865 — Howard : No.  3,  34;  Nos.  4,  5,42;  No. 

6, 158;  No.  7,  171;  No.  8,  181;  No.  9,  360;  No.  10,  375;  No. 
11,  429;  No  12,  686. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Howard:  No.  2,  138;  No.  3,145;  No.  4,  158; 

No.  17,  445;  No.  24,  677.  Blair:  No.  8,  35;  No.  10,  48;  No. 
11,  51;  No.  23,  133;  No.  25,  147;  No.  26,  160;  No.  28,  182; 
No.  29,  197;  No.  30,  208;  No.  31,  289;  No.  32,  296;  No.  33, 
309;  No.  34,  321;  No.  35  , 333;  No.  36,  347;  No.  37,  380;  No. 
38,  389;  No.  39,  400;  No.  40,  409;  No.  41,  422;  No.  42,  434; 
No.  43,  448;  No.  44,  460;  No.  45,  478;  No.  46,  487;  No.  47, 
506;  No.  48,  515;  No.  49,  531;  No.  50,  541;  No.  51,  552;  No. 
52,  572;  No.  53,  588;  No.  54,  599;  No.  55,  632;  No.  56,  649; 
No.  57,  667;  No.  58,  690;  No.  59,  703;  No.  60,  718;  No.  61, 
731;  No.  62,  740;  No.  63,  760;  No.  64,  797;  No.  65,  828;  No. 
66,  848;  No.  67,  865;  No.  68,  876;  No.  69,  889;  No.  70,  903; 
No.  73,  956;  No.  74,  975.  Corse:  No.  13,  84;  No.  16,  115; 
No.  18,  421.  Force:  No.  22,  161;  No.  23,  173;  No.  27,  297; 
No.  28,  310;  No.  39,  479;  No.  44  , 542;  No.  45,  5.53;  No.  48, 
600;  No.  53,  703;  No.  54,  719;  No.  56,  741;  No.  57,  761;  No. 
58,  798;  No.  59,  829;  No.  60,  849;  No.  63,  903;  No.  66,  97.5. 
Hurlbut:  No.  17,  689.  Leggett:  No.  4,  14;  No.  8,  44;  No.  10, 
51.  Logan:  No.  17,  71;  No.  27,  138;  No.  32,  196;  No.  38,331; 
No.  46,  430;  No.  68,  824.  Osterhaus:  No.  3,  12.  Smith:  Feb. 
7,  334.  Woods:  No.  6,  27;  No.  17,  132;  No.  22,  181;  No.  31, 
458;  No.  43,  781;  No.  45,  809;  No.  46,  824. 
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Tennessee,  Army  of  the.  (Union) — Continued. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1865 — Howard:  No.  2,  9;  No.  3,  11;  No.  5, 
17;  No.  7,  22;  No.  8,  26;  No.  9,  35;  No.  10,  43;  No.  11,  46; 
No.  12,  50;  No.  14,  62;  No.  15,  70;  No.  16,  83;  No.  17,  91; 
No.  19,  106;  No.  21,  117;  No.  23,  128;  No.  25,  145;  No.  26, 
158;  No.  27,  181;  No.  28,  195;  No.  29,  207;  No.  31,  294;‘No. 
32,  307;  No.  33,  320;  No.  34,  344;  No.  35,  375;  No.  36,  386; 
No.  37,  397;  No.  38,  418;  No.  39,  429;  No.  40,  446;  No.  41, 
456;  No.  42,  475;  No.  43,  485;  No.  44,  502;  No.  45,  513;  No. 
46,  528;  No.  47,  538;  No.  48,  547;  No.  49,  566;  No.  50,  583; 

No.  53,  676;  No.  54,  699;  No.  55,  714;  No.  56,  728;  No.  57, 

738;  No.  58,  755;  No.  59,  796;  No.  60,823;  No.  61,  846;  No. 
62  , 862;  No.  63,  872;  No.  64,  887;  No.  65,  897;  No.  66,  913; 
No.  67,  931;  No.  68,  952;  No.  69,  972.  Corse:  No.  1,  139; 
No.  2,  147;  No.  8,  308;  No.  9,  321;  No.  10,  333;  No.  11,  346; 
No.  12,  362;  No.  13,  379;  No.  14,  388;  No.  16,  407;  No.  19, 
478;  No.  21,  504;  No.  22,  515;  No.  24,  540;  No.  25,  550;  No. 
27,  586;  No.  30,  630;  No.  31,  649;  No.  32,  665;  No.  34,  688; 

No.  36,  716;  No.  37,  730;  No.  38,  740;  No.  39,  758;  No.  40, 

782;  No.  42,  811;  No.  43,  827;  No.  44,  847;  No.  45,864;  No. 
46,  876;  No.  47,  889;  No.  48,  917;  No.  49,  956.  Hurlbut:  No. 
2,  689. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.  See  Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the. 
Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate). 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Huggins’,  1072;  Huwald’s,  1072;  White’s 
1072. 

Cavalry  — Battalions:  9th,  1072;  Hamilton’s,  995,  1072.  Regiments: 
Ashby’s,  1072;  Dibrell’s,  995,1072,1237;  McKenzie’s,  1072,  1080,1125, 
1136,  1333,  1348,  1421;  McLemore’s,  995,  1072;  Baxter  Smith’s,  1039, 
1067,1072,1086;  Wheeler’s,  1072. 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry— /?e^//wents ; 3d,  493;  5th,  560,  624,  694;  6th,  560,  623;  8th,  560, 
624. 


Tennessee  and  Georgia,  Department  of.  (Confederate).  .Joseph  E.  John- 
ston. 

Assigned  to  command  of 1248 

Assumes  command  of 1274 

Terrett,  B.  A.  Correspondence  with  Charles  C.  Crews 1200 

Terry,  Adrian.  Mentioned 709 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred  H.  Terry. 

Terry,  Alfred  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Ames,  Adelhert 524,  536,  868,  913 

Foster,  John  G 113, 114 

Fremont,  Sewall  L 913 

Hawley,  Joseph  R 915 

Howard,  Oliver  O 791,  854,  972 

Kerwin,  Michael 926 

Paine,  Charles  J 868,  945,  966 

Richardson,  James  P 735 

Schofield,  John  M 471,  483,  497, 510, 524,  695,  726,  752, 791,  803,  840 

Sherman,  William  T 725, 

790, 791,  803,  816-818, 839, 840, 867,  912,  924,  925,  944,  945,  964,  965 
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Terry,  Alfred  H. — Continued. 

Mentioned 68,  82,  83, 102, 103,  143, 

154,  162,  176, 191,  201,  203,  204,  371,  384,  385,  392,  404,  426, 437,  483,  493,  495, 
496,  498,  510, 519-521,  523,  524,  535,  536,  558-560,  564,  582,  604,  621,  622,  624, 
672,  683,  693,  696,  706,  709,  736,  743,  799,  800,  803,  812,  313,  822,  834-836,  841, 
852,  855,  859, 861,  865,  868, 902,  913,  918,  919,  922,  926,  930,  932,  937, 940-945, 
949-951,  958-963,  966,  969,  973,  976,  978,  1214,  1242,  1358,  1369, 1458, 1459 

Staff.  Announcement  of 471 

Tew,  George  W.  Mentioned 625 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry~/?e^//ueA?fs : 8th,  533, 1072, 1086, 1136, 141'7;  11th,  1072. 

Thomas,  General.  Mentioned 396 

Thomas,  Charles.  Mentioned 119 

Thomas,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 313 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 640 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  IT.  S.  A 83 

Mentioned 152,  211,  369 

Thomas,  George  H.  Mentioned.  4,  32,  59, 101, 103, 104, 116, 155, 193,  215,  220,  223,  225, 
227,  228,  232,  306,  527,  564,  595,  859,  860,  948,  949, 1060, 1091, 1217, 1267, 1268 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned 81,509,561,694,832,960 

Thomas,  Minor  T.  Mentioned 494,  623,  708,  750,  816 

Thompson,  Benjamin  W.  Mentioned 557 

Thompson,  C.  S.  Mentioned 1405 

Thompson,  Doctor,  Steamer.  Mentioned 1126 

Thompson,  James  D.  Mentioned 555 

Thompson,  J.  C.  Mentioned 1053, 1069 

Thompson,  Joseph  P.  Correspondence  with  Stewart  L.  Woodford 711 

Thompson,  Robert.  Mentioned 1072 

Thorne,  Platt  M.  Mentioned . 33 

Thornton,  James  S.  Mentioned 770,  802,  814 

Thrasher,  J.  S.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1334, 1346 

Thruston,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1294 

Mentioned 1243 

Thurber,  Franklin  R.  Mentioned 389 

Tileston,  Thomas.  Mentioned 627 

Tilghman,  Benjamin  C. 

Assignment  to  command 857 

Correspondence  with  Quincy  A.  Gillmore 453 

Mentioned 142,  165,  .392,  45.3,  627,  776,  857 

Tilton,  Nathaniel  O.  Correspondence  with  George  William  Brent 1280 

Tinsley,  Pembroke  S.  Mentioned 995 

Titus,  Edgar  H.  Correspondence  with  .John  P.  Hatch 188 

Tolman,  Flavel  L.  Mentioned 627 

Tom.  Mentioned 105 

Tomlinson,  J.  W.  Mentioned 428 

Toombs,  Gabriel.  Mentioned 38 

Toombs,  Robert.  Mentioned ^ 38 

Toomer,  Wiley  B.  Mentioned 1215 

Tourtellotte,  John  E.  Mentioned 159,182,288 

Town  Creek,  N.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  19-20,  1865.  Communications  from 

Cox,  Jacob  D 495-497,  509 

Hagood,  Johnson 1228, 1235, 1236 
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Townes,  Robert  R.  Mentioned, 91 

Townsend,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Palmer,  Tunis  N G7 

Porter,  David  D GG 

Mentioned .* 18,  78,  79,  1G5,  832 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant- Gen eraV a Office,  F.  S.A.: 
also  War  DeiJartment , TJ.  S. 

Tracy,  Edward  E.  Mentioned 581,  G37 

Tracy,  William  G.  For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Henry  TV.  Slocum. 

Trade  and  Intercourse.  Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 77,  12G,  152, 153 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 67-1,  820 

Halleck,  Henry  W 775 

Schofield,  John  M G05 

Sherman,  William  T 50,  52,  87,  88 

Woodford,  Stewart  L 858 

Transportation.  (Army.)  iiee  Munitions  of  War. 

Transportation.  (Railroad  and  water.)  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1108,  1 140, 1319 

Bragg,  Braxton 1110 

Cox,  Jacob  D G83,  706 

Dodge,  George  S 579 

Foster,  John  G 201 

Grant,  IT.  S 122,929 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1311,  1312 

Lee,  Robert  E 1312 

McCallum,  Daniel  C 636 

Palmer,  Innis  N 341 

Parks,  Warh am 31 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  IT.  S.  A 180,930 

Robinson,  John  M 1426 

Schofield,  .John  M 594 

Sherman,  AVilliam  T 157 

Thomas,  Charles  W 202 

Wright,  AVilliam  W 356,  .579,  836,  883 

Trapier,  James  H.  Mentioned 984,  10.32, 1069, 1073 

Treasury  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1280 

Ferry,  Al))ert 1184 

Financial  condition  of.  Communications  from 

Deslonde,  E,  A 1373 

War  Department,  C.  S 1296 

Treasury  Department,  U,  S.  Correspondence  with  William  T,  Sherman.. ..  88 

Treat,  Richard  B. 

Correspondence  with 

! Barriger,  John  W 923 

Schofield,  John  ]\I 976 

Mentioned 394,  454,  620,  866,  971,  976 

Trenholm,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 1067, 1322 

Trenholm,  George  A.  Mentioned 1297,1374 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Treasury  Department,  C.  S. 

Trezevant,  John  T.  Mentioned 1232 

Trezevant,  James  D.  Mentioned 105.3,1069,1205 
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Page. 

Trout,  T.  B. 

Correspondence  with  C,  T.  Beauregard 1221 

Mentioned 1221 

Truxtun,  William  T.  Mentioned 707 

Tucker,  John  R. 
j Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1227, 1243, 1289 

Davis,  Jefferson 1014, 1022 

Hardee,  William  J 466, 1159 

Hoke,  Robert  F 1227, 1243, 1289 

Taliaferro,  William  B 1141 

Mentioned 1014 

Tucker,  Julius  G.  Mentioned 1073 

Tupper,  Samuel  Y.  Mentioned 1070 

Turner,  Josiah.  Mentioned 1255 

Tuttle,  Russell  M.  Mentioned 15 

Tuttle,  William  R.  Mentioned 11 

Tweeddale,  William. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Logan 433 

Mentioned 22, 138,  308,  877, 889 

Twining,  William  J.  Mentioned 370, 454,  751,  816,  892,  942,  943,  963 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 

Tyler,  Robert  C. 

Correspondence  with  James  B.  Eustis 1086 

Mentioned 1447 


Tyrone,  Steamer.  Mentioned 236,  238,  250 

Ulysses,  Steamer.  Mentioned 341, 440 

Union  Troops. 

Mentioned. 

Colored. 


Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  2d  {Batteries),  G,  627. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  625,  673;  3d,  627 ; 4th,  5th,  6th,  10th, 
625;  21st,  415,  508,  576-578,  593,616,618,  626,675,  842,929;  26th, 
11,66,  627;  27th,  625;  30th,  625,  673;  32d,  66,  78,  108,  109,  140, 
151,627,  820,842;  33d,  66,  164,  301,  508,  626,  737,842;  34th,  165, 
301,  302,  340,  627,  685,  776;  35th,  209,  627;  36th,  209;  37th, 
39th,  625;  102d,  66,  87,  325;  103d,  104th,  105th,  209;  107th, 
625;  128th,  209. 

Regulars. 

Artillery,  Light — Regiments:  3d  {Batteries),  E,  510,  595,  621,  625, 
841,  966. 


For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Mississippi,  Military  Division  of  the 192,  622 

North  Carolina,  Department  of 622-626 

South,  Department  of  the 193,  626-628 

Upham,  Charles  L.  Mentioned 625 

Valley  Bridge,  Edisto  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at.  See  Walker's,  or  i^alley 
Bridge,  Edisto  Biver,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feh.  8,  1865. 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.  Mentioned 1035, 1111, 1137, 1187, 1220, 1222, 

1223, 1230,  1231,  1249,  1254,  1263,  1267,  1311,  1312,  1342,  1343.  1347,  1454 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Vanderford,  Charles  F. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1453 

Mentioned 1325 
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Pajre, 

Vanderhorst,  A.  Mentioned 1242 

Vandever,  William.  Mentioned 63,70,81,94,939 

Van  Dyke,  Augustus  M.  Mentioned 158,  583,  610 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Oliver  0.  Howard. 

Van  Dyne,  John  B. 

Correspondence  Avith 

Cox,  Jacob  D 725 

Schofield,  George  W 788 

Mentioned 881 

Van  Nostrand,  D.  Mentioned 166 

Van  Pelt,  David  S.  Mentioned 388 

Van  Vliet,  Stewart. 

Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  U.  S.  A 474 

Mentioned 116,474,475 

Van  Winkle,  Edgar  B.  Mentioned 605 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  John  P.  Hatch. 

Van  Wyck,  Charles  H. 

Assignment  to  command 121 

Correspondence  with 

Hatch,  John  P 164, 188,  618 

Schimmellennig,  Alexander 576 

Mentioned 121,  141,  534,  576,  577,  605,  616,  777,  778,  805 

Varble,  Pink.  Mentioned 242 

Vardell,  William  Gr.  Correspondence  Avith  Henry  D.  Bnlkley 467 

Vason,  W.  Q.  Mentioned 1071,1219 

Veale,  Moses.  Mentioned 167, 168 

Veatch,  James  C.  Mentioned 70 

Venable,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned ! 1242,1456 

Vermont,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 499,  526 

Verot,  Augustin.  Correspondence  AAdth  War  Department,  LT.  S 967 

Victory,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 243,  250 

Vidal,  Theodore  C.  Mentioned 605 

Villepigue,  F.  L.  Mentioned 992 

Virginia.  Resolution  offered  in  Legislature  of,  regarding  enlistment  of 

Negroes 455 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Staunton  Hill,  1069,1155. 

Cavalry — Regiments  : 9th,  500. 

Infantry — Regiments:  54th,  1262, 1285. 

Vought,  Philip  G.  Mentioned 625 

Waddy,  J.  R. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1065 

Mentioned 1065,  1399 

Wagener,  F.  W.  Mentioned 992, 1071 

Wagner,  T.  D.  Mentioned 1166 

Walcutt,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 458 

Walker,  Captain.  Mentioned 1275 

Walker,  Captain  (A.  A.  A.  G.).  Correspondence  with  John  H.  Kuhn 1393 

Walker,  L.  P.  Mentioned 1306 

Walker,  William  A.  Mentioned 1070 

Walker,  William  S.  Mentioned 1008 

Walker’s,  or  Valley  Bridge,  Edisto  River,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  8,  1865. 

Communication  from  OliA'er  O.  HoAvar<l 344 

Wall,  James  J.  N.  Mentioned 1043 
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Paga 

Wallace,  S.  D.  Mentioned 945 

Walpole,  John  B.  L.  Mentioned 1071 

Walsh,  T.  J.  Mentioned 167 

"Walter,  George  H.  Mentioned 992, 1071 

Waltermire,  William.  Mentioned 627 

Walters,  Dewitt  C.  Mentioned 623 

Walthall,  Edward  C. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  H.  Hill 1198, 1206 

Mentioned 1172, 1173,  1177, 1184, 1198, 1200, 1209, 1368, 1412, 1413 

Walton,  James  M.  Mentioned 354 

Ward,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 1045 

Ward,  George  S.  Mentioned 1098 

Ward,  Mayham.  Mentioned 992, 1073 

Ward,  R.  Mentioned 1412,1423 

Ward,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Dustin,  Daniel 86,  96, 120 

Williams,  Alpheus  S 5, 

12, 13, 15,  65, 140, 150,  291,  382,  490, 592,  651,  733,  832, 879,  892,  922 
Mentioned  ...  13, 54,  64,  86, 120, 199,  200,  208,  290,  291,  298,  299,  311,  323,  337,  349,  381, 
391, 411, 423,  435,  449,  463,  481,  489,  507, 516-518,  543,  553,  592,  601,  614,  633, 
635,  651,  669,  670,  705,  706,  720,  743,  765,  785,  786,  812,  831,  850,  891,  959,  975 

Warden,  Arthur.  Mentioned 38 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 1174 

Beauregard,  G.  T 32, 1059, 1090, 1201, 1202, 1207, 1208 

Bragg,  Braxton 1241, 1262, 1376,  1393 

Chesnut,  James,  jr 1043 

Cobb,  Howell 1055 

Davis,  Jefferson 1222 

Hardee,  William  J 1045 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1032, 1040 

Holmes,  Tbeophilus  H 1179,  1187 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1290, 1296, 1311, 1330, 1372, 1398 

Lee,  Robert  E 753,  806, 1238, 1246, 1383 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1296, 1425 

Post-Office  Department,  C.  S 1295 

Thrasher,  J.  S 1334, 1346 

Wood,  J.  Taylor 1250 

War  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 224 

Connecticut,  Governor  of 526 

Dix,  John  A 526,  536,  581,  979 

Eckert,  Thomas  T 205 

Foster,  John  G 209 

Garrett,  John  W 153,  204 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 178,463 

Grant,  U.  S 16,  18,  21,  32,  179,  204, 

284,  285,  294,  317,  328,  405,  416,  428,  441, 455,  472,  484,  499,  511, 526,  536,  537, 
545, 546,  561, 562,  582, 595,  643,  659,  660,  712,  752,  753,  793,  806,  844,  859,  968 

Hatch,  John  P 777,857 

Howard,  Oliver  0 25,33 

Illinois,  Governor  of 526 
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War  Department,  U.  S. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Indiana,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Iowa,  Governor  of 526 

Kansas,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Kentucky,  Governor  of 499 

Koontz,  George  S 131, 135, 142 

McCallum,  Daniel  C 19 

Maine,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Maryland,  Governor  of 526 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Michigan,  Governor  of 526 

Missouri,  Governor  of 499,  526 

New  Hampshire,  Governor  of 499,  526 

New  York,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Ohio,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 205 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 192,  214,  219,  220, 

223,  228,  230,  231,  233,  237,  239,  241,  243,  245,  247,  253,  259,  261,  269,  275,  279 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 37, 132,  512 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of 526 

Schofield,  John  M 200,  593, 832, 866,  960 

Sherman,  William  T 5,  60,  87,  793,  947 

Vermont,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Verot,  Augustin 967 

Wisconsin,  Governor  of 499,  526 

Orders,  General,  series  1865:  No.  7,  44. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 : Jan.  11,  34;  Jan.  12,  42. 

Ware,  Addison,  jr.  For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Giles  A.  Smith. 

Ware,  William  E.  Mentioned 133 

Waring,  George  H.  Mentioned 105 

Warley,  F.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Stephen  Elliott,  jr 1142 

Mentioned 1142 

Warner,  Willard.  Mentioned 623 

Warren, . Mentioned 1392 

Warrior,  Steamer.  Mentioned 127 

Washburn,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 627 

W ashburne,  Elihu  B.  Mentioned 104 

Waters,  John.  Mentioned 38 

Watts,  George  T.  Mentioned 1072 

Way,  William  B.  Mentioned 604,635,653 

Webb,  Dwight.  Mentioned 1033 

Webb,  Lewis  H.  Mentioned 1069, 1155 

Webber,  Captain.  Mentioned 120,121 

Webster,  Steamer.  Mentioned 205 

Webster,  Daniel,  Steamer.  Mentioned 130 

Web.ster,  Edward  H.  Mentioned 701 

Webster,  Joseph  D. 

Correspondence  with  Quincy  A.  Gillmore 451,  615,  640,  658 

Mentioned 424, 709,  778 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  William  T.  Sherman. 

Webster,  Moses  F.  Correspondence  with  John  P.  Hatch 188,325 
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Webster,  Ralph  C. 

Correspondence  with  U.  8.  Grant 383 

Mentioned 154,  315 

Weems,  John  B.  Mentioned 1260 

Weitzel,  Godfrey.  Mentioned 954, 1451, 1459, 1460 

Welaka,  Fla.  Action  at  Braddock’s  Farm  near,  Feb.  5, 1865.  Communications 
from 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 452, 453 

Robinson,  Thomas  J 392 

Welles,  Gideon.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Wellman,  David  L.  Mentioned 119 

Werden,  John.  Mentioned 701 

West,  Rowland  R.  Mentioned 853 

West,  Military  Division  of  the.  (Confederate.) 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1865 — Beauregard : Feb.  4,  1092;  Feb.  7,  1112. 

Orders,  General,  series  1865 — Beauregard : Jan.  7,  998. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1865 — Beauregard : No.  5,  1002;  Jan.  12,  1006. 

Orders,  Special  Field,  series  1865 — Beauregard : No.  1,  1204;  Nos.  11,  12, 

1321. 

West's  Cross-Roads,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  25,  1865.  Communications  from 

Howard,  Oliver  O 587 

Logan,  John  A 566 

Wetmore,  Prosper  M.  Mentioned 564 

Wetter,  Augustus  P.  Mentioned 38,39 

Wever,  Clark  R.  Mentioned 119,379,399,407,460, 

504, 540, 570,  648,  679,  688,  740,  757,  847,  875,  876,  888, 899, 900,  916,  935,  974 

Weyboset,  Steamer.  Mentioned 978 

W.  F.  Curtis,  Steamer.  Mentioned 237, 238,  246,  250 

Wharton,  Rufus  W.  Mentioned 1155 

Wheaton,  John  F.  Mentioned 992 

Wheaton,  Seth.  Mentioned 25 

Wheeler,  Horatio  N.  Mentioned 138 

Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1102 

Allen,  William  W 1080, 1096, 1097, 1128, 1219, 1226,  1276, 1287, 1403, 1420 

Anderson,  Robert  H 1000, 1080 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1094, 

1095, 1103, 1107, 1109, 1162, 1171, 1186, 1207, 1212, 1219, 1237 

Bragg,  Braxton 986, 1004, 1012, 1027, 1127, 1135 

Cheatham,  Benjamin  F 1163 

Deas,  Zachariah  C 1137 

Dibrell,  George  G 988, 

990,  994-996, 1007, 1015, 1018, 1037, 1042, 107.5, 1097, 1213, 1283, 1404 

Elder,  Charles  A 1080 

Ferguson,  Samuel  W 1058 

Fry,  Birkett  D 1030, 10.58, 1063 

Grigsby,  J.  Warren 1324, 1327, 1376 

Hampton,  Wade 1199, 1212, 1301, 1311, 1318, 1326, 1327, 

1339,  1348,  1387,  1403,  1415,  1417,  1433,  1438,  1439,  1447,  1452,  1458, 1459 

Hardee,  William  J 25,  987,  990, 993, 1002, 

1007,  1013,  1014,  1028,  1033,  1044,  1054,  1095,  1113,  1416,  1417, 1430, 1431 

Hill,  Daniel  H 1039, 1042, 1044, 

1047,  1054,  1057,  1063,  1066,  1079,  1096,  1136,  1147,  1163,  1164,  1177, 1199 
Howard,  Oliver  O 330 
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Wheeler,  Joseph — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 


Page. 


Humes,  William  Y.C  ....... 

Iverson,  Alfred 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 

Lewis,  Joseph  H 

McCoy,  H.  K 

McLaws,  Lafayette 

Pickett,  W.  D 

Sherman,  William  T 

Smith,  James  A 

South  Carolina,  Governor  of. 
Stevenson,  Carter  L 


996, 1015, 1017, 1029, 1039, 1067, 1081, 1097, 1277 

982,  988, 996, 1029, 1064, 1077, 1098 

1431, 1432, 1443, 1458, 1459 

979 

■ 1030 

984, 999, 1013, 1020, 1022, 1034, 1037, 1044, 1063 

1135,1162 

19,24,29,342 

1164 

1295 

1103,1136,1147,1212 


Mentioned 10, 15,  24,  25,  36,  72,  81, 86, 151, 

172, 173, 184, 186, 198, 199, 203,  206, 290, 298, 312,  337,  338,  342,  348,  349,  351, 
352, 372, 382,  383,  390,  397,  405, 428, 434, 441, 450, 451, 455, 499, 533,  544,  554, 
602, 603, 615,  628, 731,  732,  786,  832, 835, 875, 880,  980,  981,  984, 987, 990,  991, 
993-995,  998-1000,  1007, 1009, 1011, 1012, 1017, 1022-1024,  1026,  1029,  1032, 
1039,  1041,  1042,  1046-1050,  1054,  1061-1063,  1067-1069,  1071,  1079,  1080, 
1084,  1085,  1091,  1093-1095,  1098,  1106,  1110,  1113,  1122-1124,  1129,  1133, 

1134,  1144,  1148,  1150,  1158,  1159,  1161,  1162,  1165-1167,  1170,  1171,  1173, 

1177, 1178,  1180,  1185,  1186,  1199,  1203,  1204,  1210,  1211,  1213,  1224-1226, 

1229,  1245,  1246,  1262,  1277,  1283,  1295,  1300-1302,  1314,  1317, 1318, 1323, 
1324, 1327,  1330,  1337,  1357,  1363,  1375,  1376,  1387,  1392,  1394,  1402, 1404, 

1409-1411,  1414,  1415,  1420,  1427-1432,  1437,  1438,  1446,  1451,  1456,  1457 


Wheeler,  Underhill  H.  Mentioned 204,  499 

Wheeler,  William  W.  Mentioned 623 

Whelan,  Peter.  Correspondence  with  Quincy  A.  Gillmore 712 

Wherry,  William  M. 

Correspondence  with 


Campbell,  John  A 962 

Schofield,  George  W 767 

Schofield,  John  M 813,  814 

Mentioned 370,  770, 815,  881 


For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  John  M.  Schofield. 


W.  H.  Harrison,  Steamer.  Mentioned 


280 


Whippy  Swamp,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at.  See  BarJcer’s  Mill,  Whippy  Sivamp, 
S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  2, 1865. 

Whippy  Swamp  Creek,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  1,  1865.  Communication 


from  Oliver  O.  Howard 194 

White, . Mentioned 261 

White,  Colonel.  Mentioned 1403 

White,  Major.  Mentioned 1142 

White,  Albert.  Mentioned 609 

White,  D.  G.  Mentioned 1162 

White,  Edward  B.  Mentioned 1070 

White,  John  S.  Mentioned 624 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 854 

Whitehead,  Frederick  F.  .dentioned 91, 146 

Whitehead,  John  P.  C.,  jr.  Mentioned 1135 

White  Pond,  S.  C.  Skirmish  near,  Feb.  8, 1865.  Communication  from  Daniel 

H.Hill 1136 


Whitford,  John  N. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 1371, 1406 

Mentioned 725,  747, 1135, 1388, 1405, 1406, 1408, 1424, 1436, 1445, 1446 
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Whiting,  William  H.  C.  Mentioned 1022,1302 

Whiton,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  Daniel  C.  McCallum 636 

Whittelsey,  Henry  M. 

Correspondence  with  Alpheus  S.  Williams 785 

Mentioned 134,830,940 

Whittier,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned 895 

Whittington,  J.  L.  Mentioned 1072 

Whittle,  Daniel  W.  Mentioned 26 

Whittlesey,  Eliphalet.  Mentioned 128 

For  correspondence,  see  Oliver  O.  Howard. 

Wilbur,  A.  Mentioned 169 

Wilcox,  Albert  B.  Mentioned 124 

Wilcox,  Arthur  T. 

Assignment  to  command 656 

Mentioned 624,  656 

Wilcoxson,  Albert  H.  Mentioned 142,392,452,453 

Wilcoxson,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned 605 

Wild,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 209 

Wilder,  John  R.  Mentioned 167 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 403,  404, 438 

Wiles,  Greenberry  F.  Mentioned 14, 44, 161, 173, 

296, 297, 310,  479,  542, 553,  600,  703,  719,  741,  761,  762,  798,  829,  849,  903,  975 

Wilkins,  Captain.  Mentioned 1071 

Willard,  Ammiel  J.  Mentioned 627 

Williams,  Alpheus  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Geary,  John  W.  85, 130,  200,  350,  366,  435,  482,  518,  592,  602,  651,  786,  879,  907,  908 

Jackson,  Nathaniel  J 64, 174,  490, 517,  7i53, 850,  878 

Moore,  J oseph 785 

Parks,  Warham 31 

Selfridge,  James  L 366 

Sherman,  William  T 149, 184,  290,  297,  310,  336,  348-350, 590,  601,  742,  765 

Slocum,  Henry  W 13,  95, 101, 199, 

290,  298,  365,  402, 481,  601,  720,  732,  742,  785,  878,  891,  906, 920,  921,  939,  959 

Ward,  William  T 5, 

12, 13, 15,  65, 140, 150,  291,  382,  490, 592,  651,  733, 832,  879,  892, 922 

Whittelsey,  Henry  M 785 

Mentioned 5, 13,  42, 54, 59,  64,  65,  72, 


92,  94, 102, 130, 133, 134, 136, 140, 144, 148-150,  174,  182,  185,  186,  192,  198- 
200,  205,  285, 286,  291,  298,  299,  307,  308, 311, 312,  319-321,  329,  335,  337,  343, 
350,  358,  362, 364,  366,  373,  382,  391,  422,  434,  435,  456, 480,  482,  488, 490, 507, 
513,  516-518, 527,  538, 547,  551,  554,  573. 582, 589, 590,  592,  601-603,  611,  613- 
615, 622,  628, 631-635,  651,  652  661,  667,  670, 682, 691,  699,  700,  704, 731,  733, 
754. 764,  785,  786,  798,  799,  829,  830, 832,  835, 850,  871,  877,  879, 885, 886,  890, 
907-909,  922, 938,  939,  949,  958,  969, 1020, 1028, 1043,  1063,  1064,  1077-1079, 
1091,1098,1104,  1134,  1170-1172,  1177,  1185,  1288,  1297,  1325,  1329,  1331, 
1335,  1337,  1375,  1407,  1409-1411,  1416,  1428,  1430-1432,  1438-1441,  1458 


Williams,  Elmer  W.  Mentioned 851 

Williams,  George  H.  Mentioned 701 

Williams,  John  S.  Mentioned 396,  1046 

Williams,  Reuben.  Mentioned 700 

Williams,  Rudolph.  Mentioned 766,  767,  882 

Williams,  Seth,  Mentioned.... 205,  557 

Williford,  W.  J.  Mentioned 1057 

Willings,  H.  F.  Mentioned 38 
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Willis,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T : 1082, 

1099, 1111, 1121,  1181,  1323,  1329-1331,  1346,  1371,  1379,  1380,  1400,  1424 

Eustis,  James  B 1112 

Mentioned 1077, 1112, 1180, 1346, 1347, 1442 

Willis,  Francis.  Mentioned 105 

Willis,  Willie.  Mentioned 105,106 

Williston,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  8, 1865.  Communications  from 

Allen,  William  W 1128 

Kilpatrick,  Judson 351 

Willoughby,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 508 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from  Joseph  R.  Hawley.  926,  945-947,  978 
Defenses  of.  Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 1115, 1118 

Hubert,  Louis 1115 

Oladowski,  Hypolite 1116 

Union  forces  occupy,  Feb.  22, 1865. 

Communications  from 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B 559 

Schofield,  John  M 535 

Newspaper  extract  concerning 643 

Wilms,  Louis  T.  Mentioned 128 

Wilson,  Bartholomew  W.  Mentioned 627 

Wilson,  D.  R.  Mentioned 1161 

Wilson,  Frank.  Mentioned 623 

Wilson,  Fred.  H.  Mentioned 715 

For  correspondence  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Charles  li.  Woods. 

Wilson,  James. 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  Frank  P.,  jr 848 

Gillette,  Frank  C 931 

Howard,  Oliver  O 699 

Mentioned 98, 128,  487, 808,  823,  828, 1071 

Wilson,  James  H.  Mentioned 59,859,948 

Wilson,  Joseph  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Robert 226 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 230,231,237,238 

Mentioned 219, 239 

Winans,  Ira.  Mentioned 627 

Winder,  John  C.  Mentioned 1156, 1289 

Winder,  John  H.  Mentioned 1107, 1121 

Winder,  Nora.  Correspondence  with  William  T.  Sherman 395 

Windsor,  John  S.  Mentioned 807 

Wing,  Joseph  K.  Mentioned 947 

Winslow,  George  C.  Mentioned 672 

Wisconsin,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S ...  499,  526 
Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  12th,  322;  16th,  17th,  183;  18th,  638. 

Wise,  George  D.  Mentioned 474 

Wise,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 1006 

Wise’s  Forks,  N.  C.  Battle  of.  See  Kinston,  or  Wise's  Forks,  X.  C.  Battle  of, 

March  8-10,  1865. 
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Wiseman,  Theodore.  Mentioned 94 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  I).  Morfjan. 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 140 

Withers,  John.  Mentioned 985 

Witherspoon,  J.  D.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beaui  e«ard 119.3 

Witt,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 624 

Wofford,  William  T.  Mentioned .595 

Wolcott,  Frank  E.  Mentioned 853,911 

Wolfs  Plantation,  S.  C.  Skirmish  at,  Feb.  14,  1865.  Communication  from 

Charles  R,  Woods 420 

Wood,  J.  Taylor.  Correspondence  with 

McRae,  D.  K 12.50, 1251 

War  Department,  C.  S 12.50 

Wood,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 1091 

Woodbridge,  Wylly.  Mentioned 167,168 

Woodbury,  George.  Mentioned 845 

Woodford,  Stewart  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Bennett,  Augustus  G 929 

Dahlgren,  John  A 604,929 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A 820,858 

Hatch,  John  P 642.698,726 

Thompson,  Joseph  P 711 

Mentioned 78, 126,  370,  452,  544,  557,  593,  616,  618,  929,  984 

Woodhull,  Max. 

Correspondence  with  Oliver  O.  Howard 663,  714 

Mentioned 91,  128, 146, 158,  570,  714,  933 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Peter  J.  Osterhaus;  also  rlohn  J.  Lofian. 

Woodruff,  Robert  M.  Mentioned 6.50 

Woods,  Charles  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Corse,  John  M 611 

Howard,  Oliver  0 288,715 

Logan,  John  A 47,  196,  361, 

377,  387,  399,  406,  420,  430-432,  447,  456,  457,  476,  486,  503,  514, 528,  529, 539, 
548, 567,  570,  584,  598,  609,  629,  647,  663,  678,  687,  700,  715,  729,  738,  756,  780, 
781, 796, 808,  809,  824,  846,  862,  863,  874,  887, 898,  914,  915,  933,  934,  954, 973 

Osterhaus,  Peter  J 23 

Stone,  George  A.  1076 

Woods,  William  B 529,  701 

Mentioned 20,  42,  43,-  47,  91, 103, 117, 120, 

127,  137,  18.5-287,  308,  360,  379,  388,  400,  407,  419,  429,  430,  446,  459,  460, 513, 
532,  540,  570,  571,  584,  585,  628,  644-647,  649,  663,  678,  679,  686,  688,  717,  729, 
738,  780-782,  797,  862,  873,  889,  898,  900,  901,  915,  916,  932,  934,  935,  954, 1076 
Woods,  William  B. 

Assignment  to  command 106 

Correspondence  with 

Howard,  Oliver  O 129 

Logan,  John  A 887,  888,  899,  915 

Woods,  Charles  R 529,  701 

Mentioned,  42, 106, 182,  377,  4.57,  458,  475,  476,  488,  700,  715,  824,  825,  862,  874,  933,  934 

Woodward,  E.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Lewis  B.  Parsons 240,  244,  260,  263,  264,  275,  278 

Mentioned 218,  231,  2.39,  240,  243,  253,  266 
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Woodward,  Frank  J.  Mentioned 84 

Woodworth,  John  M.  Mentioned 146 

Woolfolk,  Austin  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  Eobert 226 

Parsons,  Lewis  B 222,  234-236,  239 

Mentioned 219,236 

Wright, . Mentioned 1344 

Wright,  Ambrose  R. 

Correspondence  with  Lafayette  McLaws 1010 

Mentioned 105, 984, 986,  989,  999, 1032, 1069, 1071, 1179, 1181, 1216, 1445 

Wright,  Charles.  Mentioned 554 

Wright,  Edward.  Mentioned 628 

Wright,  Gilbert  J.  Correspondence  with 

Ashby,  W.  L 1457 

Butler,  Matthew  C 1435 

Wright,  Marcus  J.  Mentioned 1152 

Wright,  R.  V.  Mentioned 1072, 1213, 1403 

Wright,  William  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Cox,  Jacob  D 706,  724,  734,  749, 883 

McCallum,  Daniel  C 19,  356, 579 

Poe,  Orlando  M 951 

Schofield,  George  W 769 

Schofield,  John  M 384, 836,  851,  881,  894, 944,  963 

Sherman,  William  T 157, 970 

Mentioned 68,  97,  111,  113, 157, 177, 342, 394, 

474, 620, 654,  673,  683,  684,  693,  695,  722,  723,  743,  788, 817, 840,  925,  930, 951 
W.  W.  Coit,  Steamer.  Mentioned  ....  17, 114, 115, 202,  368,  710,  726,  792, 805, 806, 842 
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